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Happy anniversary, nursery school!
In going through our calendars from the 1960s in con-
nection with writing my late husband’s biography/mem-
oir, I encountered notes on my first meeting regarding 
plans for the “new nursery school.” This reminded me 
that the Elisabeth Amen Nursery School is celebrating 
its 80th birthday this year [which was noted in the fall 
Quarterly]. As a retired professor who not only made 
extensive use of the school in my teaching and for my 
students’ research, but also actually had the opportunity 
to help design the present building, I am well aware of 
the importance that this historic school plays. When 
I speak to colleagues, they are envious. I trust that 
Wheaton is properly proud of this piece of history, which 
lives on today as a magnificent teaching facility as well 
as a great place for children.

Judy Rosenblith, professor emerita of psychology

Article captured Heather, Sharon
I am writing to say how much I enjoyed the fall 
Quarterly. I especially loved the article spotlighting 
Heather Corbett ’86 and Sharon Howard ’87. I was 
Heather’s advisor when she was an officer in the Class 
of ’86 and a co-worker of Sharon’s for many years. Lou 
Ann Daly ’76 captured the essence of both women and 
the enormous impact each has made on Wheaton the 
institution and Wheaton the community. Theirs will be 
big shoes to fill, indeed. They will be missed!

Nancy Bianchi Norton ’78, P’09, P’12

CLARIFICATION:  A letter to the editor submitted by Mary 
Lou Leiser Smith ’68 regarding Professor Gail Sahar’s essay 
in the spring 2011 Quarterly about her visit to the Middle 
East did not adequately reflect Smith’s views. In the original 
longer version of her letter, which was edited due to space 
limitations, Smith said that according to international law 
Israel is occupying Palestinian territory, which forms the 
basis for current negotiations on a Palestinian state. Read 
the full content of her letter online at www.wheatoncollege.
edu/quarterly.

LETTERS

BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

BETWEEN THE LINES

Portrait of a dream
The Mars Center for Science and Technology 
seems to put a spell on people. (It has even inspired 
Professor Sue Standing to write poetry and Professor 
Delvyn Case to compose music in honor of it.)

There’s a look people get when they talk 
about the building. It’s sort of this faraway, 
dreamy gaze that lingers. There is a breathi-
ness in their voices as they seek the words 
to adequately describe what looks like a 
building but is so much more.

I’ve seen it and heard it in the months 
leading up to the dedication in September. 
President Ronald A. Crutcher had that look 
this summer as he sat in his office talk-
ing about the challenges that had to be 
overcome to bring forth the largest capital 
project in Wheaton’s history during such 
a tough economy. Professor Tommy Ratliff 
has that excitement in his voice in an online 
video interview, as he discusses the goals for 
the new science center. 

Barbara Dill, our art director, recently 
expressed that feeling best as we talked in 
my office: “I arranged a meeting there just 
to be in the building,” she said. “When I’m 
there it’s just so…so amazing. I feel like the 
building has a pulse. It’s just so alive.”

So, naturally, when Barbara, David 

Laferriere (Quarterly designer) and I 
began to plan the cover image for this 
issue, we wanted the photos to truly 
capture the specialness of this grand 
new space in the light of day and the 
drama of night. 

Who better than a talented alum photogra-
pher to do the job? We turned to Boston-area 
photographer Jonas Kahn ’93 (www.jonas-
kahn.com), who majored in sociology and mi-
nored in studio art. In his hands, the building 
became a carefully studied subject brought to 
life. He didn’t want to just shoot the building; 
he wanted to understand it. 

“After we initially spoke about the shoot, 
I came to campus because I wanted to see 
it, get a sense of its orientation, and figure 
out what elements look best at what times 
of day,” he said. “I snapped test shots all 
around the building to see which angles were 
most flattering. I shot some images to digest 
the architecture and to understand it in the 
context of the rest of the campus. I also had 
a few cups of coffee in the new Diana Davis 

Spencer ’60 Café and soaked in the place.” 
He revisited campus five times, day and 

night, before completing the shoot. Sunny 
breaks were rare. It rained on many nights. 
But he was patient.

“It was nice to have an excuse to spend 
time on campus again. The experience in-
spired me to reflect on my adult life. It made 
me remember my youth and reminded me 
why I chose to pursue the path I am on. 
Wheaton played a big role in my decisions. 
I wanted to make sure my photos reflected 
the pride I have in the college.” 

They do, Jonas.
See the rest of Mars come to life in this 

issue of the Quarterly, which also features 
great images by freelance photographers 
Keith Nordstrom and Nicki Pardo. Q
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What’s on 
your mind?
The Quarterly welcomes letters 
to the editor on topics you’ve 
read in these pages or on other 
topics concerning the Wheaton 
community. Please address your 
letters to: 

Sandy Coleman, editor,  
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College  
26 E. Main St.  
Norton, MA 02766

You can also email us:  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

Stay connected:
/WheatonCollege

Jonas Kahn '93 photographing from the roof of the old science center.

http://www.wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly
http://www.wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly
http://www.jonaskahn.com
http://www.jonaskahn.com
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CONVERGENCE
BY RONALD A. CRUTCHER, PRESIDENT

The core of education
I was already a fan. A Mac computer sits on my desk 
in Park Hall; at home, an iPod contains a good portion 
of my music collection; and an iPhone travels with me 
wherever I go. Like millions of others, I have found my 
life changed by Steve Jobs’s vision, and I read the stories 
about his life and accomplishments with admiration, 
respect and a sense of satisfaction. 

Although a college dropout, Jobs con-
sistently expressed a deep appreciation of 
the liberal arts. He famously credited his 
study of calligraphy at Reed College as later 
influencing the development of the first 
Apple computer. He described the company 
he founded as a liberal arts organization as 
well as a technology firm. “I think our major 
contribution [to computing] was in bring-
ing a liberal arts point of view to the use of 
computers,” he once told an interviewer. 
One commentator dubbed Jobs an exemplar 
for liberal education.

The liberal arts needs such champions. 
The voices of those who question the value 
of rigorous study in the arts, humanities, 
social sciences and sciences have never 
been louder. It is easy to understand why. 
The high cost of higher education, combined 
with the worldwide economic slowdown, 
has trebled families’ concerns that the invest-
ment of college tuition earn a return in the 
form of a well-paying job after graduation. 

It is precisely in such challenging times 
that the liberal arts shines. Recent employer 

surveys show that the vast majority of com-
panies place a premium on hiring employees 
capable of analyzing complex information, 
synthesizing ideas from a variety of sources 
and communicating ideas effectively. These 
skills, which are the hallmarks of a liberal 
arts education, allow individuals to adjust to 
rapidly changing conditions. 

flexibility is key. Wheaton alumnae/i 
regularly talk about the unexpected twists 
and turns of their personal and professional 
lives—english majors who become com-
puter programmers, philosophy majors who 
pursue degrees in medicine. The common 
thread is the credit that our graduates give to 
their liberal arts background in providing the 
foundation to follow their interests and the 
opportunities that life presents. 

Wheaton has long excelled in demonstrat-
ing the economic and professional useful-
ness of liberal arts study, even as we have 

believed in its inherent value in promoting 
the life of the mind. for more than two de-
cades, the filene Center has been an engine 
for demonstrating the 
connections between 
academic endeavors 
and the world of 
work. However, as 
the volume of ques-
tioners increases, we 
need to be louder 
in highlighting those 
benefits. In many 
ways, we’ve already started that process. 

 Over the past year, Career Services in 
the filene Center has been working to unify 
the broad range of resources and programs 
that are offered to help students connect 
their academic passions to the world beyond 
campus. The advisors there have mapped 
out a full, four-year program that is designed 
to help students plan for their working fu-
ture. We call it the Career Curriculum.  

Our goal is to get every student “enrolled” 
in this curriculum early. The first year is not 
too soon to visit. The career counseling staff 
offers programs for students at every stage of 
their college career: from guidance on how 
to get scholarships and stipends for interest-
ing summer internships and field experi-
ences to writing résumés and cover letters 
and being effective in interviews. 

Alumnae/i play an important role in this. 
Many alumnae/i help current students on 
their way. The Alumnae/i Association has 
helped very directly by co-sponsoring several 
“career conversation” events on campus at 
Homecoming. And individual alums contrib-
ute as mentors, internship sponsors, and con-
tacts for informational interviews. And always, 
alums are our ambassadors to the world, 
illustrating the power of the liberal arts. 

We know we are on the right track. The 
liberal arts lies at the core of every pursuit. 
Steve Jobs demonstrated that in Apple’s 
innovative melding of technology and art. 
Wheaton students and alumnae/i are prov-
ing it every day, in every field. It is very 
much the abundant life to which Wheaton’s 
founders aspired and to which we continue 
to strive. Q

Alumnae/i shared their insights and experience with 
students during a “career conversation” event at  
Homecoming in September.
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Students 
answer call 
to help in 
emergencies
“Can you picture yourself providing medical 
aid to a sick child during an international 
crisis; traveling the world as part of a disaster 
response team; or helping to save a life here 
at Wheaton?”

That’s the question the Office of Health 
and Wellness posed last spring, seeking 
to create a team of students trained to be 
emergency medical technicians (eMTs) 
when the need arises on campus, or 
anywhere else.

Twenty students answered yes. So, this fall 
the college launched its first-ever Wheaton 
emergency Medical Service team, under the 
guidance of Associate Dean for Health and 
Wellness Craig Andrade. Safety Program 
Consultants, Inc., and Norton fire-Rescue 
personnel have been training the students 
(photos depict drill). All members of the team 
were required to complete a state-accredited 
eMT course and pass the state’s practical and 
written certification exams. 

Their work will entail answering non-life-
threatening calls on campus. A Wheaton 
public safety dispatcher will triage all calls, 
then notify the student eMTs on duty when 
there is an acute health-related situation. 
If the call suggests that there’s a life-
threatening situation, the Norton emergency 
service will be contacted through the 911 
system. The students also will be on hand 
during some campus events. 

Members of the inaugural group said 
they have gotten involved for a variety of 
reasons—from wanting to possibly save a 
life to preparing for future careers.

 Samuel Obstfeld ’12, who is pursuing 
a major in european history and minors in 
biology and environmental studies, said he 
has always been interested in the field of 
emergency medicine. He’s a trained lifeguard 
and has a Wilderness first Responder 
certification. “When Wheaton offered the 
eMT class, I jumped at the opportunity to 
improve my skills,” he said. “I greatly enjoy 

giving back to the community in any capacity, 
and this way I can do so while advancing my 
interests in emergency medicine.” 

Katherine Niegisch ’12, a psychobiology 
major, plans to go to medical school after 
graduating from Wheaton. “Being an EMT 
will be great exposure to the medical 
field, and a way to learn practical skills 
and evaluation techniques that I wouldn’t 
otherwise be able to experience before 
attending medical school,” she said. “Also, I 
see it as a really cool and profound way to 
help people. I think that we will bring a great 
new service element to the campus, and I am 
excited to be a part of that.”

Obstfeld and Niegisch are also members 
of the emergency Medical Service steering 
committee.

Andrade first began thinking about starting 
a team in 2008 when he was developing the 
Citizen CPR program, in which Wheaton 
peer health advocates trained students on 
campus and at Norton High School. The 
successful collaborations with local and 
regional emergency preparedness leaders 
helped lay the foundation for considering an 
eMT training course here, Andrade said. 

Others working in support of the program 
include: David Bamford, assistant director of 
public safety; Kate McCaffrey, associate dean 
of Residential Life; and Norton emergency 
Medical Services director Mike Wilson, 
who will all serve on an advisory board. 
Wheaton’s Student Government Association 
also has been instrumental in supporting the 
program with grants for training and funds to 
help pay program start-up costs. 

“The Wheaton EMTs embody the college’s 
values of student empowerment and leader-
ship. And the program demonstrates our priori-
ties of student health and safety,” said Andrade. 
“In a very short time, students will take a lead 
role in revolutionizing the way we promote 
these values and priorities. These students will 
take the power of healing and advocacy into 
their own hands and help lead the way in con-
tinuing to make Wheaton a great place.” Q

Members of the inaugural group 

said they have gotten involved 

for a variety of reasons—from 

wanting to possibly save a life to 

preparing for future careers.
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Welcome, Class of 2015

The Meadows residence hall complex was named 
for Sylvia Meadows ’18, who served as a Wheaton 
trustee for more than four decades. Built in 1964, 
Meadows received 
its first major reno-
vation last summer, 
and in the fall, 
some 280 students 
moved into the dramatically transformed space. 

every dorm room has been refurnished and 
remodeled from top to bottom. The entry lounge 
in each hall is brightened up with new walls, 
windows, carpeting, furniture and a glassed-in 
study area.

And the 1,800-square-foot Meadows Center 
lounge, a gathering place for all the residents, has 
a fresh look from new furniture and carpeting, 
and a wall of new windows, including a swath of 
decorative “fritted” glass that diffuses light and 
heat from the sun.  Q

Meadows 
makeover

In August, Wheaton welcomed 457 students into the Class of 2015 (selected from 3,600 applicants). 

They came from all around the globe. International students from the freshman class hail from hometowns as diverse as Istanbul, Mumbai, Athens 
and Shanghai. On this continent, they come to us from places far and near, including San Francisco, Cape Elizabeth, Maine, and Santa Fe, N.M.

Their accomplishments are impressive. This group of 18-year-olds has traveled the world; earned high honors in academics, sports and the arts; 
and demonstrated a range of leadership experience. Here are just a few of the things they’ve done:

NEDIM UYSAL conducted turtle research and 
tagging in the British Virgin Islands.

XIAOCHUANG WANG designed a roller coaster.

KERRI SEJOUR sang at Carnegie Hall.

ERKE LI grew up in a house with 20,000 books.

PETER DASSATI played competitive hockey  
in Russia. 

KEYU WANG raised $4,000 for earthquake 
victims in China.

By the numbers:
3.45 on a 4.0 scale, 
average grade point average 

70% Graduated in the top 
25% of their class

75% Involved in service 

29 Countries represented 

27 States represented

Top six states: 
Massachusetts  
New York  
Connecticut 
Maine  
New Hampshire  
Rhode Island 

9% With alumnae/i relatives 

36% Male

64% Female

22% Identify as Asian, 
black, Hispanic, Native 
American, Pacific Islander or 
multiracial  
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Members of the 
Class of ’15, 
pictured above, 
end their first day 
on campus with 
the traditional 
candle-lighting 
ceremony at 
Peacock Pond.
The following day, 
Hurricane Irene 
visited campus.

DAvID MARSHALL

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

A minute with…Scott Tarlow ’12
Scott Tarlow ’12, a physics 
major, spent his summer as an 
intern at Columbia University 
earth Institute’s Lamont-Doherty 
earth Observatory. Scientists 
there observe earth on a 
global scale, exploring climate 
change, earthquakes, volcanoes, 
environmental hazards and more. 
He worked on an optical flow 
modeling project that involved 
studying lava as it moves and 
cools, using infrared images of 
the process. Hot stuff: “The 
big picture of this project is to 
create accurate equations that 
describe the motion of basalt 
lava flows. It’s important to look 
at the lava’s temperature while 
it moves because that’s what 
lava does in nature: It flows. The 
point is to create a controlled 

lava flow experiment that is as 
close to nature as possible so 
that we can use this research for 
hazard policies (maybe). I am not 
sure what the implications of my 
research will be. I will continue 
to work on this during the school 
year.” Major inspiration: “In the 
summer of 2010, I worked with 
geology professor Geoffrey Collins 
on a planetary science project 
that eventually led to a poster 
at the American Geophysical 
Union’s meeting last fall. There, 
I was exposed to earth scientists 
who were all working on super 
cool projects. energized from 
this meeting, I knew I had to 
explore career options in earth 
or planetary science. That’s why 
I wanted this internship at the 
observatory.” Core connection: 

“This internship completely 
connects with my coursework. 
In this project alone I have 
used ideas from ‘Calculus,’ 
‘Linear Algebra,’ ‘Differential 
equations,’ ‘Optics,’ ‘Classical 
Mechanics,’ ‘Geophysics,’ 
‘Statistical and Thermal Physics,’ 
and ‘Introduction to Computer 
Programming’—almost everything 
I’ve learned about physics.” 
Favorite class: “‘Geophysics,’ 
with Professor Collins. How could 
anyone not enjoy running around 
Wheaton with a sledgehammer 
and seismic sensors? We used 
the equipment to determine the 
kind of materials that the ground 
is made of on campus.” Physics 
attraction: “When I was 13 years 
old, my uncle, who works on NIf 
[the National Ignition facility, a 

large, laser-based research device 
located at Lawrence Livermore 
National Lab in California], gave 
me a tour of it while it was still 
under construction. I was able to 
see a lot of the laser. It symbolized 
for me the amazing power of 
understanding science: to be able 
to build a machine that gets as hot 
as the core of our sun is amazing. 
That is what spurred my interest 
in physics.” Moving forward: “My 
goal is to become an earth and 
planetary scientist, which means 
pursuing my Ph.D. The work I am 
doing now will be very similar 
to the work I will be doing in 
graduate school, so not only does 
this give me a little idea of what 
graduate school life is like, but it 
also gives me an edge over the 
competition.” Q

AMIe ROSeNBLUM ’12Scott Tarlow ’12 writes on the chalkboard at the outdoor classroom of the Mars Center for Science and Technology.
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Emily Baldwin ’14 puts cyber 
intelligence to work
International arms control. 
Nuclear nonproliferation. 
Counterterrorism. 

Sounds like the makings of a great 
summer blockbuster movie. But these issues 
were emily Baldwin’s reality last summer. 

Using her Wheaton fellows award, the 
sophomore worked part-time 
in a mentorship program that 
she designed, combining her 
interest in both computer science 
and international relations. She 
assisted staff at Sandia National 
Laboratories in the International 
Safeguards and Technology 
Systems Department on a variety 
of different projects in support of 
Sandia’s global security mission. 

Sandia develops science-
based technologies aimed at 
national and global security, with 
a focus on information systems 
related to international arms control, nuclear 
nonproliferation, and counterterrorism. 

“The majority of my work explored 
cryptography and its application in an 
international and political realm,” she said. 
“Each of the various projects was incredibly 
interesting.” 

One of her main jobs was helping to 
configure a Virtual Private Network (VPN) 
test scenario with contacts at Comissão 
Nacional de energia Nuclear, Brazil’s 
national nuclear authority. The work was 
in preparation for future use in setting up a 
shared vPN surveillance system between 

Brazil and Argentina to transmit public 
health information. She also was involved 
with a committee of the Nonproliferation 
and Cooperative Threat Reduction Center, 
surveying departmental websites as part of 
cyber security analysis.

for years, computer intelligence has 
intrigued Baldwin, who currently works with 
professors Mark LeBlanc and Betsey Dyer 

on their genomics research. 
In high school, she taught 

herself programming “just for 
fun,” and created websites for 
various organizations. “But it 
wasn’t until I attended Wheaton 
that I began to really officially 
involve myself in computer 
science. I consider the subject a 
combination of math and foreign 
language, which I have always 
loved.”

Baldwin noted that spending 
the summer at Sandia in 
Albuquerque, N.M., helped 

her narrow down career choices. “With 
this mentorship I finally encountered a 
profession that I genuinely enjoy and am 
interested in pursuing later in life.

“This experience has certainly helped 
me revise my planned course schedule 
at Wheaton and will help me with my 
decisions regarding future internships 
and professional development,” she said. 
“After my work with international cyber 
security, I am excited to focus my classes 
primarily on computer science courses 
with a concentration on international, and 
specifically Latin American, politics. 

“What I like about both the public and 
private sectors of intelligence is the tangible 
impact that research has on politics and 
reality. The fact that I can tell exactly what 
and who my work is impacting and that it 
may strengthen the security of the nation 
means quite a bit to me. And regarding 
cryptography specifically, I think that 
devising algorithms for decoding is an 
incredibly interesting challenge that also 
makes for a dynamic career.” Q

Another code-breaking challenge
Professor of Mathematics William Goldbloom Bloch, who teaches cryptography courses, has offered another challenging encrypted 
code to decipher:

QZIAI  MYTVX  SIAQI  VELVX  SRIAS  ITACQ  ISZAL  BLNFL  WIAXC  LLVXQ  LRYTN  RATQR  LATAC  RAALU  TQRLA
Hint from the professor: It is standard 

practice to group encoded letters in clumps 
to make a message harder to decrypt.

This is another simple substitution cipher. 

Look for the letters in code that have the 
greatest frequency of occurrence, and try to 
guess which of those letters correspond to 
those that occur most often in english.

If you know the answer, write us: 
Wheaton Quarterly, Wheaton College, 26 
e. Main St., Norton, MA 02766, or email us 
at quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. Q

NICKI PARDO

“What I like 

about both 

the public and 

private sectors 

of intelligence 

is the tangible 

impact that 

research has 

on politics and 

reality.”

Emily Baldwin ’14

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
http://wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly
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Child’s play, serious learning
Two preschoolers, a boy and a girl, are 
playing with blocks at the elisabeth Amen 
Nursery School on Wheaton’s campus. 
They are building a bridge. He steps back, 
examines the structure, and then consults 
with her before making changes. 

What looks like ordinary play 
is so much more, according to 
Professor of education vicki 
Bartolini. In this case, she says, 
the youngsters are learning about 
engineering. “The structure is 
complex. They’re using physics 
concepts. They’re exploring the 
concept of gravity.” 

The professor—along with 
her Wheaton students—has 
been paying close attention 
to the significance of play 
in the learning process. Her 
research focuses particularly 
on how young children learn 
the foundational concepts of 
science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STeM). 

The work is in keeping with 
a growing national interest in 
improving STeM education 
in the United States. In 2009, 
President Obama launched 
a nationwide effort to move 
American students from the 
middle to the top of the pack in 

science and math achievement 
over the next decade. 

As the 2010 recipient of the 
Dorothy Reed Williams faculty 
Chair Award in the Social 
Sciences, Bartolini has been 
working to develop a national 
campaign—aimed at parents, 
caregivers and educators of 
young children—to promote 
the use of playful, everyday 
activities in building literacy 
in STeM skills during early 
childhood. 

In addition to enlisting her 
students in the campaign as 
future parents, voters and 
professionals, she regularly gives 
presentations to policymakers, 
business people, educators, 
community organizations, 
parents and the media. Bartolini 
also edited the early STeM 
policy recommendations to the 
Massachusetts Department of 
early education and Care.

The priority in early childhood 

education traditionally has 
been reading and the language 
arts. Reading is important, says 
Bartolini, but “to measure up 
internationally, we also need to 
improve our STeM scores.” The 
United States is falling behind 
India, Korea, China and many 
european countries in STeM 
education, she says. “We can’t 
wait until middle school to 
introduce these subjects. early 
childhood provides opportunity 
for children to begin to ‘play’ 
with these subjects and for adults 
to support their play as learning.” 

And as technology becomes 
a cornerstone of education and 
industry, young people need 
a solid STEM foundation “to 
survive and thrive,” she says.

Does this mean that toddlers 
should memorize math facts and 
log long hours on the computer? 
“Absolutely not!” says Bartolini. 
“We can build on the natural 

curiosity of children.” She 
believes that, for young children, 
play is academic. The adult’s 
role is to provide everyday 
materials and opportunities 
and to listen to children and 
their questions as they look for 
answers through their play. 

This “instructional scaffolding” 
happens every day at the Amen 
school, which serves as a 

Preschoolers develop STEM literacy through everyday activities and play. 

Amelia Hennig ’12 works at the nursery 
school as a classroom assistant. 

Professor of Education Vicki Bartolini (on stairs), her Wheaton students, nursery 
school director Marge Werner and staff gather for orientation and workshops.
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Daily Beast/Newsweek calls us brainiacs

The Daily Beast/Newsweek 2011 college rankings included 
Wheaton on a list of America’s 25 Brainiac Schools. In order to 
find “where brainiacs flock and flourish,” the two publications 
measured the number of national scholarships awarded at each 
institution in proportion to its student enrollment. The ranking 
tallied the most competitive awards in academia, including 
the Rhodes, Marshall, Gates Cambridge, Truman and fulbright 
scholarships. Since 2000, Wheaton students have won 139 of 
these prestigious scholarships (not that we’re counting). 

Student Advisor features Sweet ’12

Raphael “Raffi” Sweet ’12 was profiled by Student Advisor, 
a Washington Post magazine, in the feature story “Words of 
Wisdom from the Upperclassmen.” In the article, five students 
from colleges and universities across the country offered helpful 
advice to new and prospective students about how to get the most 
out of freshman year. He offered advice on establishing a good 
relationship with roommates from the start: “As soon as you settle 
in, it is vital to establish a strong line of communication, and voice 
your opinion and expectations regarding rules of the room. Want 
the heavy-metal music turned off by 10? Lights off by midnight? 
Significant others prohibited from the premises on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, due to study schedules? Talk openly about it.”

Krebs writes essay for Inside Higher Ed

The public mission of private liberal arts colleges is not always 
well defined. Paula Krebs, professor of english and now a special 
assistant to the president, would like to change that. In her view, 
the change should start with encouraging all liberal arts colleges 
to think seriously about their community responsibilities. “The 
social contract between the nation and higher education, ide-
ally, means that both parties recognize our mutual obligations,” 
she wrote in an essay published by the website Inside Higher 
Education. “Becoming aware of and then cultivating ties with vari-
ous off-campus entities can strengthen a liberal arts college.” 

Drout offers thoughts on Harry Potter

The final installment of the massive Harry Potter movie franchise 
opened on July 15, 2011. The newspaper chain Metro, which 
publishes in major cities around the United States and abroad, 
took a moment to reassess the frenzy with english professor 
Michael Drout, a scholar of Anglo-Saxon and medieval literature 
as well as an expert on the works of J.R.R. Tolkien and other 
fantasy writers. “What makes people go gaga over Harry Potter?” 
the newspaper asked, perhaps expecting him to talk about 
author J.K. Rowling’s marketing juggernaut. Instead, he praised 
the books’ author. “Rowling doesn’t get enough credit for being 
a decent writer,” the professor told the newspaper.

laboratory for education and 
psychology students at Wheaton. 
Students from Bartolini’s “Issues 
in early education and Care” 
course videotape children at 
play, looking for moments when 
children are learning STeM 
concepts. After students edit 
the videos, they are posted 
to voiceThread.com, which 
allows different users to add 
audio commentary. These 
video documentaries have been 
presented as far away as Belfast 
and are helping Bartolini develop 
an early STeM literacy model.

Heather Sykes, a senior 
psychology and education 

major, took Bartolini’s “Issues 
in early education and Care” 
course and captured the video 
of the young boy and girl 
building the bridge together. 
“You wouldn’t think that kids 
playing with blocks would 
learn so much,” she says, “but 
they were developing spatial 
concepts, solving problems and 
using logical reasoning.”

Bartolini also explores STeM 
education in her “Teaching Math 
and Science” course, and several 
Wheaton students are working 
with her on early STeM literacy 
through independent studies.

Two years ago, Bartolini was 
part of a Massachusetts delegation 
to Washington, D.C., for a 
leadership conference sponsored 
by the ASCD (formerly the 
Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development). There, 
she met with the Massachusetts 
congressional delegation to 
discuss the importance of 
early STeM literacy. Currently, 
she is collaborating with the 
Massachusetts Department of 
early education and Care, Tufts 
Center for engineering education 
and Outreach and the University 
of Massachusetts-Boston, among 
other institutions, to further her 
cause.

“In five years, I would like to 
see the same kinds of ads we 
saw around Laura Bush’s reading 
literacy campaign,” she says, 
“ads urging parents to turn off 
their televisions and tinker, or 
take a walk in nature with their 
children. We need to develop 
a habit of really listening to 
young children, building on 
their questions and curiosities, 
and seeing them as competent 
learners.” Q

—Mary Howard ’85    

WHEATON IN THE NEWS
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The professor—along 

with her Wheaton 

students—has been 

paying close attention to 

the significance of play 

in the learning process.

Preschoolers develop STEM literacy through everyday activities and play. AMIe ROSeNBLUM ’12 PHOTOS

http://www.insidehighered.com/views/2011/08/22/essay_on_ties_between_liberal_arts_colleges_and_their_local_communities
http://www.insidehighered.com/views/2011/08/22/essay_on_ties_between_liberal_arts_colleges_and_their_local_communities
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Professor wins fellowship to Senegal
Over the centuries, france has produced some of 
the world’s greatest writers. Today, many of the most 
exciting authors writing in french come from other 
parts of the world—notably, the french Antilles and the 
former french colonies of West Africa.

“There is a renaissance of sorts going on 
there, especially in sub-Saharan countries 
like Senegal, Mali, Ivory Coast and Burkina 
faso,” says Professor of french Jonathan 
Walsh, who teaches a popular course on 
contemporary francophone women’s fiction. 
“The relationship these authors have to 
the french language is complex and not 
always easy. Some choose to write in their 
native language, but french, like english, 
has become a lingua franca, and that means 
access to a wide readership.”

Now, with the support of a fellowship 
from the Marion and Jasper Whiting 
foundation, Walsh will travel to Senegal to 
experience the rich cultural milieu of West 
Africa firsthand. The Whiting Foundation, 
based in Boston, aims to support scholarship 
and travel that improve and enhance the 
quality of classroom instruction.

“I’ve been teaching African literature as an 
‘armchair traveler,’” Walsh remarks. “I really 

need a better sense of the culture and context.”
Walsh hopes his three-week visit to 

Senegal in early 2012 will not only enhance 
his own teaching, but also allow him to 
explore potential connections between 
Wheaton’s courses and the cultures of that 
part of the world.

Since 1997 Walsh has taught “Other 
Voices, Other Stories: Great Works by 
Women from france and the francophone 
World,” a course of particular interest to 
students in french studies, women’s studies 
and a relatively new major, African, African-
American, diaspora studies.

“The course focuses on questions of 
gender, race and narrative form in the fiction 
and poems of female authors from france 
and its former colonies,” says Walsh, and “it 
has helped me to discover a wealth of new 
literature…that I want very much to explore 
and follow more closely.”

Walsh has read and researched 

francophone African women writers on his 
own, but apart from attending a conference in 
Tunisia, he has not visited their native lands.

“To teach such a course with the requisite 
knowledge and authority, to take it to 
the next level, I feel strongly the need to 
experience African cultures firsthand,” he 
wrote in his fellowship application.

During his Senegalese sojourn, Walsh 
plans to conduct library research, interview 
authors and filmmakers, and meet with 
professors of African literature at the 
country’s two principal universities, Cheikh 
Anta Diop and Gaston Berger (originally the 
University of Saint-Louis).

In addition to helping him further develop 
his course, Walsh says the trip could reap 
other benefits for Wheaton students. First, 
he hopes to make contacts with potential 
guest authors and scholars who might 
visit Wheaton through the Haas visiting 
Artists Program or the fulbright exchange. 
Secondly, he will begin to explore the 
possibilities for a Wheaton study abroad 
program in Senegal that emphasizes the 
humanities and francophone culture.

“I’d like to see more students going there 
from english, french, art history, and our 
new media studies major,” he says. Q

—Hannah Benoit
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A new focus on film and media
Want to know the meaning of “amphisbaena”? 
Go to wordia.com, and not only can you 
read the definition, but you also can watch a 
video of a professor explaining it and his first 
encounter with the word as a boy. And, you 
can upload your own video explanation.

Talking dictionaries? Clearly, Toto, we’re not 
in Kansas anymore.

Wheaton knows that and is 
preparing students for the con-
stantly evolving media landscape 
with the creation of a new ma-
jor—film and new media studies. 
The program explores the rapid 
digitization of culture, and the 
increasingly central role that 
technology plays in most of our 
lives by exploring the theoretical, 
historical, aesthetic and global 
dimensions of film and new 
media. It expands and connects 
the current curriculum to create a 
coherent whole.

The term “new media” refers 
both to the emergence of new 
information and communication 
technologies as well as to the 
convergence of formerly distinct 
media—print, photography, cinema, 
radio, television—in digital environ-
ments. 

“The social, psychological, 
cultural, political, economic and 
environmental impact of these new 
media has become increasingly 
consequential. So has the need to 
identify, study and responsibly 
contribute to that impact,” says Josh 
Stenger, associate professor of film 
studies and english, and the coordi-
nator for the new major. “Our new 
program stresses the importance of 
combining critical inquiry, creative 
innovation, technical competency, 
and responsible practice in order to 
be more fully empowered agents in a 
digital culture.”

Along with studying the technical 
and creative aspects of film and new 
media, students will explore the “big 
picture,” discussing topics such as 
the history and future of the Internet; 
the digitization of art, literature and 
film; the relationship between media 
technologies and race, ethnicity, 
class, gender, sexuality and national-
ity; and the role of new media in glo-
balization and political movements. 

The course list includes classes 
in film, music, computer science, 
english, politics and psychology, 
which is in keeping with the college’s 
focus on interdisciplinary study that 
emphasizes connected learning across 
departments and divisions. 

“From a studio arts perspective, 

the new major encourages integra-
tion of diverse disciplines and a com-
bination of skills in research, analysis 
and creativity, and creates a formal 
path for students to attain the most 
complete media-focused course of 
study available at Wheaton,” notes 
Jake Mahaffy, a filmmaker and as-
sociate professor of film and art.

Computer science professor 
Michael Gousie says he is most 
excited about the technical aspects 
of the major, which will encourage 
students to learn computer science 
skills that will help them pursue 
their creative ideas using sophisti-
cated software, or by programming 
their own applications.

Ken Kristensen ’92, who majored 
in creative writing and created his 
own independent study in documen-
tary film while at Wheaton, is now 
an award-winning screenwriter for 
film and television, a TV director-
producer and a graphic novelist. 
He applauds Wheaton’s new major, 
saying that having such a compre-
hensive program could be integral to 
launching a career in Hollywood. 

“As a professional storyteller, I 
think the new major is essential for 
Wheaton,” Kristensen says. “From 
what I’ve seen and read, film and 
new media are top areas of interest 
for college students across the coun-
try and around the world…. Over 
the next five years, the distribution 
outlets of theatrical projects, Tv and 
new media will continue to merge, 
and the audience will continue to 
grow, globally. The term ‘Hollywood 
career’ will remain, but its scope will 
broaden. That means there will be a 
greater demand for content produc-
ers. So, preparing Wheaton students 
to enter the world with the creative 
tools and theoretical knowledge 
of how to produce substantive 
content for a burgeoning distribution 
market means more opportunity for 
Wheaton graduates.” Q

10 cool
new  media
resources
1000 Memories  

1000memories.com: 
free shareable space 
to upload photos 
and memories.

Diigo diigo.com: 
Service for annotat-
ing, bookmarking, 
archiving and shar-
ing web pages.

Dipity dipity.com: 
Allows users to 
take moments and 
plot them along a 
timeline, creating a 
visualization of the 
passage of time.

History Pin  
historypin.com: 
Place to share his-
torical pictures and 
stories.

Libri Vox librivox.org: 
Digital library of 
free public domain 
audiobooks, read by 
volunteers.

LOC National Jukebox  
loc.gov/jukebox: 
Historical recordings 
from the Library of 
Congress project.

StatPlanet sacmeq.
org/statplanet: 
Browser-based inter-
active data visualiza-
tion and mapping 
application.

TED ted.com: Global 
set of inspirational 
conferences.

Tumblr tumblr.com: 
Blogging platform 
that allows users to 
post text, images, 
videos, links, quotes 
and audio using 
many devices.

Wordia wordia.com: 
Textual dictionary 
that brings words to 
life through video.

Source: Professor Josh Stenger
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Exploring cinema through a bigger lens
Talitha espiritu, assistant professor of english and 
coordinator of Wheaton’s journalism studies minor, teaches 
“Introduction to Film Studies,” “World Cinema” and “Third 
Cinema.” A former journalist in her native Philippines, she 
has a Ph.D. in cinema studies from New York University. 
Her research focus is on global popular culture, identity 
and representation, which gives her exploration of film 
studies a personal as well as global scope.
What do you find most interesting about 
cinema studies?

Cinema studies grapples with how and why 
films “matter” in our world—that’s what I find 
to be most compelling about the discipline. As 
the most popular storytelling medium of our 
time, film is our window to the world. It has 
been a principal means of imagining the world 
and our place in it. In that respect, it has been 
a window to our own identities. This is some-
thing I teach my students all the time. Who are 
you? What identity are you constructing for 
yourself? We don’t usually examine it, but the 
movies have produced the myths and symbols 
that we use daily to define ourselves and 
others. And now, that shared visual culture 

includes new media and the Internet. So when 
I think of the cinema, I don’t think of it as a 
discrete entity, an exhibited object, or a leisure 
activity; I think of it as this networked world of 
images in which we live.

Has the approach to cinema studies 
changed over the years? 

The traditional model in cinema studies has 
been to study film as a distinctive art form. 
Over the last 50 years, the discipline has 
evolved in many directions, incorporating in-
sights from linguistics, anthropology, psycho-
analysis, cultural studies and more recently, 
globalization studies. We now talk about film 
as a language, a social practice and a global-

cultural commodity. Given the breadth of 
these approaches, I feel it would be anach-
ronistic to teach students in the traditional 
cinema studies way, where we’re only talking 
about film directors, cinematography or the 
narrative. That’s not really giving them the 
wider context, the real-world context, to 
allow them to see film as part of a broader 
culture. Don’t get me wrong: I think it’s very, 
very important for students to know how to 
“read” a film and appreciate the art in it, but 
they also need to know that their reading of 
a film doesn’t happen in a vacuum; it’s part 
of a symbolic economy. We live in this age of 
globalization. The United States’ biggest ex-
port is popular filmed media—such exports 
have overtaken exports in the agricultural, 
automotive and even aerospace industries. If 
it’s such a big part of the political economy 
of globalization, shouldn’t we think about it 
critically? I ask my students: Is it dangerous 
when you have a very small number of huge 
media conglomerates basically owning and 
controlling all our electronic images? How do 
those images create meaning, and what do 
audiences actually “do” with them? Do these 
images dictate who we think we are, or how 
other people view us? Is there a way to resist 
these images? 
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Faculty
Rick Britto, visiting instructor 
of music in performance and 
Wheaton Jazz Band director, 
recently released two CDs—
avant-garde jazz saxophone 
duo “Conversations with Erik 
& I,” and contemporary jazz 
project “For Your Love.”

Thandi Buthelezi, assistant professor of chemistry; 
John Collins, Bojan H. Jennings Professor of Natural 
Science/Physics/Astronomy; and Xuesheng Chen, phys-
ics professor, received an award of $255,865 from the 
National Science Foundation for their proposal titled “MRI: 
Acquisition of a Pulsed Laser/Detection System for Time-
Resolved Studies of Molecular Complexes.”

Alexander Bloom, history professor, presented the 
lecture “The Vietnam War and Contemporary American 
Culture” at the National Endowment for the Humanities 
summer seminar Voices Across Time, held at the 
University of Pittsburgh on July 14, 2011.

Delvyn Case, assistant professor of music, was honored 
with a South Shore Stars 40 under 40 award for his 
leadership and community involvement in Massachusetts.

Samuel Coale, English 
professor, published The 
Entanglements of Nathaniel 
Hawthorne: Haunted Minds and 
Ambiguous Approaches (Boydell 
& Brewer, 2011). He also pub-
lished two articles, “Quantum 
Flux and Narrative Flow: Don 
DeLillo’s Entanglements with 
Quantum Theory” in Papers 
on Language & Literature, and 
“Conspiracy and Paranoia in Contemporary American 
Politics and Fiction: The Mouse and the Snake” in the 
cultural journal Dialogi (Summer 2011).

Rachelle DeCoste, assistant professor of mathematics, 
published the article “Characterizations of Heisenberg-like 
Lie Algebras” in the Journal of Lie Theory (September 
2011). 

Michael Drout, English professor, was the “Scholar Guest 
of Honor” at the annual meeting of the Mythopoeic 
Society and delivered the lecture “Beowulf: The Monsters 
and the Critics” Seventy-five Years Later, at the University 
of New Mexico in Albuquerque, N.M., on July 16, 2011. He 
had an essay translated into Italian: “Luce e Ombra, 
Triofono e Caduta nella lettura del ‘Silmarillion’” in Tolkien 
(2011). Also, J.R.R. Tolkien’s Beowulf and the Critics, the 
revised and expanded edition, which Drout edited, was 
published (Arizona Medieval and Renaissance Texts and 
Studies, 2011).

Claudia Fieo, art professor, had work accepted last 
spring in the 33rd Bradley International Print and Drawing 
Show, a juried 
exhibition at 
Bradley 
University in 
Peoria, Ill. She 
exhibited newly 
completed silk 
organza 
collagraph prints in a group exhibition titled “Inkling” at 
the Children’s National Medical Center in Washington, D.C. 
Also, her most recent work, both small-scale woodcut and 

large-scale three-dimensional color prints, are featured in 
an exhibition titled “Micro/Macro: Printmakers Network of 
Southern New England” at the Newport Art Museum in 
Rhode Island through December 2011. An image of one of 
her prints was featured in the Attleboro, Mass., Sun 
Chronicle.

Scott Gelber, assistant profes-
sor of education, published 
The University and the People: 
Envisioning American Higher 
Education in an Era of Populist 
Protest (University of Wisconsin 
Press, 2011).

Jay Goodman, political science 
professor, published the article 
“Minnie Frumer Goodman: An Early Female Attorney in 
Louisiana and Missouri in the 1930s—A Tale and an 
Appreciation” in the Roger Williams University Law Review 
(Spring 2011).

Gerry Huiskamp, Henrietta Jennings Professor of 
Political Science, published the article “‘Support the 
Troops!’: The Social and Political Currency of Patriotism 
in the United States” in New Political Science (September 
2011).

Yuen-Gen Liang, assistant professor of history, published 
Family and Empire: The Fernández de Córdoba and the 
Spanish Realm (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011).

John Miller, economics professor, co-authored and 
published Economic Collapse, Economic Change: Getting 
to the Roots of the Crisis (M.E. Sharpe, 2011).

Kim Miller, associate professor of women’s studies and 
art history, published the article “Selective Silencing and 
the Shaping of Memory: The Case of the Monument to 
the Women of South Africa” in the South African Historical 
Journal (Summer 2011).

Jonathan Walsh, French professor, presented a paper 
titled “Empathy and Narrative Strategy in Two Novels by 
Claudine-Alexandrine de Tencin,” and chaired a panel 
called “Beyond the Text: The Social Effects of Reading 
in the Age of Sensibility” at the International Society for 
Eighteenth-Century Studies, in Graz, Austria (July 2011).

Alumnae/i
Lori Baker ’84 published 
Crash and Tell, a collection of 
short stories (Louisiana State 
University Press, 2011).

Noah Bernstein ’07 had an op-
ed piece he wrote dealing with 
college loan payment systems 
published in the New York 
Times on Aug. 29, 2011.

Gerry-Lynn Laudani Darcy 
’95, vice president of marketing and business develop-
ment for Metric Construction, was selected as one of the 
winners of the Boston Business Journal’s 40 Under Forty 
awards. The award celebrates 40 of the area’s young 
leaders and executives who are impacting the business 
world.

Margaret “Peggy” McCarthy ’64, an adjunct 
faculty member in environmental health sciences at 
the University of Massachusetts-Amherst, received a 
Fulbright Administrator Award to travel to Russia in April 
2011.

How do these ideas relate to your current 
research?

My general research focus is on “third 
cinema,” which I’m teaching a course on 
this fall. Basically, it’s looking at cinema and 
media studies from the perspective of the 
Third World and from Third World realities. 
I’m interested in this because the discipline 
still does not have the language to express 
the lived realities of people in those parts of 
the world that have struggled with colonial-
ism, neocolonialism, and now globalization. 
“Third cinema” has been an umbrella term 
for militant cinema movements that emerged 
in Latin America, Africa and Asia in support 
of anticolonial movements from the late 
1950s to the 1970s. The vietnamese victory 
over the french, the Cuban revolution and 
the Algerian war of independence were 
the historical signposts. These anticolonial 
films took diverse forms—militant docu-
mentaries produced clandestinely with the 
direct assistance of revolutionary organiza-
tions in Argentina, for example, or popular 
melodramas with allegorical messages of 
resistance in the case of the Philippines, my 
country of origin. My research explores the 
ways in which these anticolonial films have 
influenced contemporary alternative media. 
The case of Afro-Reggae in Brazil is a good 
example. You have a group of young musi-
cians in the favelas of Rio using the docu-
mentary form to spread a message of hope 
to other disenfranchised communities of the 
African diaspora. So basically, I’m interested 
in how older notions of “underground” or 
“guerrilla” cinemas have provided models 
for cultural activism in the global era. The 
basic question is: How might films be used 
for community empowerment? 

What is the biggest lesson that you hope 
students learn in your film courses?

I hope that my students learn that we live in 
a world of images, but these are not “just” 
images; they have symbolic and material 
effects in the world. How films create mean-
ing, how they represent social identities, 
how they circulate across cultural difference, 
how they empower some and disenfranchise 
others, how they can break down cultural 
barriers and also deepen social inequali-
ties—all these issues make cinema so much 
more than a cultural pastime. It’s the me-
dium of globalization. Q

PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Back flip
Roberts dives into Wheaton again—as swim coach

Division III swimming and diving is a small world. When 
a position opens, word travels fast. So it was not supris-
ing that, when Wheaton swimming and diving head 
coach Jean-Paul Gowdy announced that he was leaving 
Wheaton last May, Barrett Roberts ’07 heard about it. 

Roberts, who was a graduate assistant 
swimming coach at Springfield College at 
the time, said his initial reaction was sad-
ness. “I swam for J.P Gowdy. Coach Gowdy 
is an incredible coach who did some amaz-
ing things with this program over the past 
eight seasons. I was sad to see him leave, 
not only because of all he did for me during 
my time as an athlete, but because of what 
he meant to the program in general.”

But then Roberts realized the opportunity 
staring him in the face. He had often thought 
about coming back to Wheaton to coach; 
now, he had a chance.

He was hired as the new head coach of 
Wheaton’s swimming and diving program this 
fall. “As a young coach, I couldn’t ask for a 
better situation,” he says. “I am so grateful for 
the opportunity to coach a program com-
prised of student-athletes who are committed 
to excellence in all areas of student life.”

Roberts returns to Norton after spending 
the 2010–2011 season as a graduate assis-
tant coach at New england Women’s and 

Men’s Athletic Conference (NeWMAC) rival 
Springfield College. With his assistance, the 
Pride established nine school records and 
three NeWMAC records this past season. 
Roberts also saw seven of his student-athletes 
post national qualifying performances, four 
All-America performances, and one All-
America honorable mention performance.

Wheaton Interim Director of Athletics 
John Sutyak ’00 says the college is thrilled to 
welcome Roberts back home. “Barrett was 
the epitome of a scholar-athlete, one who 

was equally impressive in the classroom 
as he was in the pool. He helped put our 
swimming and diving teams on the map 
both in New england and nationally, and I 
look forward to him continuing that tradition 
as the leader of our programs,” said Sutyak.

Prior to his appointment at Springfield, 
Roberts spent two seasons as an assistant 
coach at Tufts University (2008–2010), 
helping the Jumbos score nine All-America 
performances during that span. He also 
spent two years as a waterfront and aquatics 
director at Camp All-Star (2005–2007).

As an undergraduate at Wheaton, he was a 
standout swimmer for the Lyons, earning All-
America honors three times (2005–2007) and 
NeWMAC Swimmer of the Year accolades 
in 2006. He was a three-year co-captain 
who earned College Swimming Coaches 
Association of America (CSCAA) Scholar All-
America honors in 2004 and 2005. 

Funny thing: Roberts didn’t set out to be a 
coach. He graduated magna cum laude from 
Wheaton with a double major in economics 
and political science, mainly because he found 
the subjects interesting and engaging and re-
spected the professors in those departments.

After graduation he interviewed in several 
fields, including finance, but didn’t have any 
specific career in mind. After working in client 
services for a financial firm for about a year, he 
began coaching a couple of nights a week at 

 …More new head coaches

Track and field
David Cusano has been hired as head coach for track and  
field. He replaces Paul Souza, who resigned in May after 17 
seasons and eight national championships at the helm of the 
programs.

“It is a pleasure to welcome Dave to Wheaton and begin 
a new era for our men’s and women’s track and field 
programs,” said Interim Director of Athletics John Sutyak 
’00. “We are elated that he will be bringing his many talents 
to Norton and look forward to working with him in continuing 
our long-standing success on the regional and national levels 
of Division III track and field.”

Cusano comes to Wheaton after seven years as an assistant 
track and field coach at the University of Maine. During that 
time, he coached 30 America East champions, 11 NCAA 
Regional qualifiers, two New England champions, and two 
Eastern College Athletic Conference champions. In 2009, he 
was named University of Maine Coach of the Year.

“I’m extremely humbled and excited about the opportunity 
to be the head track and field coach at Wheaton,” said 
Cusano, who is Level 1 certified by USA Track and Field and 
a member of the U.S. Track and Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association. 

“Our student-athletes are 

here to earn a degree before 

anything else. And I believe 

that a healthy balance between 

academics, athletics and 

one’s social life not only leads 

to better grades, but faster 

swimming as well.”

Barrett Roberts ’07

FIELD REPORT
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Tufts University. 
“Despite the extra long working days, I 

quickly found a great passion for working 
with college student-athletes,” he says. “It 
wasn’t long before I realized that it was time 
for a career shift.” So he enrolled in graduate 
school at Springfield College, where he cur-
rently is working toward earning his master’s 
degree in physical education, concentrating 
on athletics administration.

Since he has been in the position of the 
student-athletes he now coaches, he knows 
the importance of balance. 

“Our student-athletes are here to earn a 

degree before anything else. And I believe that 
a healthy balance between academics, athletics 
and one’s social life not only leads to better 
grades, but faster swimming as well,” Roberts 
says. “I try to remind the swimmers I coach 
that there are thousands of great swimmers 
out there, but very few are able to match their 
performance in the pool with an even better 
performance in the classroom. Wheaton’s 
swimmers and divers have done just that over 
the past decade and we will continue to do so.”

Confidence is the main quality he seeks to 
encourage in his swimmers for success.

“Work ethic and determination are very 

important. However, the one factor that I be-
lieve has the biggest impact on a swimmer’s 
performance is confidence. At championship 
meets, the difference between winning your 
race and finishing out of scoring position 
can be less than a second in some races. I 
have seen highly talented athletes lose races 
they should easily have won, and I’ve seen 
lesser athletes win races they had no busi-
ness winning. Some coaches call it the “X 
factor,” or having “it,” but to me it is all about 
self-confidence,” he says. “I believe building 
confidence in athletes is one of my greatest 
strengths as a coach.” Q

Lacrosse
Jamie Lockard has been hired as head coach for men’s lacrosse. He 
replaces Brian Endicott, who served as the Lyons’ head coach for 
three seasons.

“Jamie’s success both on and off the field as the head coach 
at Widener University for the last five years is impressive,” said 
Interim Director of Athletics John Sutyak ’00. “I know that he will 
recruit quality student-athletes to Wheaton while working toward 
our goal of consistently competing for and winning Pilgrim League 
championships.”

A graduate of Widener University in Pennsylvania, Lockard has been 
involved in eight of the team’s nine NCAA Tournament appearances 

as either a player, assistant coach or head coach since 2000. At the 
program’s helm for the past five years, he led the Pride to 58 wins, 
four NCAA tournaments and four Middle Athletic Conference (MAC) 
tournament titles. The 2010 MAC Coach of the Year is one of only 
two coaches in the history of Widener athletics to lead a team to the 
NCAAs in the first two years as a head coach.

“The Wheaton administration’s vision and plan for building a more 
competitive men’s lacrosse team is quite impressive, and I look 
forward to being a part of that,” Lockard said. “I know Wheaton’s 
academic reputation will help attract some of the best student-
athletes.” 
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A robot, 

Stephanie Antetomaso ’12, 
a Balfour Scholar, 
independent studies 
linguistics major, and Phi 
Beta Kappa member, has 
assisted Professor Tom 
Armstrong in his research for 
two summers. She is 
developing algorithms to learn 
grammatical structures from 
language data. She traveled to 
Germany in August to present 
a paper on her work with the 
professor at the Joint IEEE 
International Conference on 
Development and Learning 
and the International 
Conference on Epigenetic 
Robotics. She also won 
second place in the 2011 
Northeastern Computer 
Science Conference for 
student research.

2

Anthony Castellani ’13, a 
Balfour Scholar and 
computer science major; 
computer science club 
president Christopher 
DeMolles ’13, a Balfour 
Scholar, who is majoring in 
mathematics and computer 
science; and Nathaniel Hunt 
’13, who is double 
majoring in computer 
science and music, 
collectively, are exploring the 
varied uses of Wheaton’s 
Performance PeopleBot mobile 
robot with Professor Tom 
Armstrong. Last summer, they 
programmed the robot to explore 
areas of the Science Center 
while recording sensor data 
(sonar, bumpers, infrared 
sensors) about the robot’s 
environment. Using these data, 
they developed an approach that 
allows the robot to determine if 
its present location is similar to 
one it has been in before. 

3

4

5

Courtney LaBrie ’13, an 
English major and a 
Balfour Scholar, has 
been the lead investigator 
on an effort to apply lexomics 
techniques to texts from the 
Harlem Renaissance, 
particularly the play Mule 
Bone by Zora Neale Hurston 
and Langston Hughes. The 
play is famous for leading to 
the end of Hughes and 
Hurston’s friendship, as they 
quarreled over who had 
actually written it. “Our 
lexomics techniques have the 
potential to help solve this 
decades-old problem, as we 
think we may be able to 
detect which passages were 
written by which author,” 
says Professor Michael Drout. 
LaBrie has been compiling 
electronic corpora of 
Hurston’s and Hughes’s work 
for comparison, working with 
English professor Shawn 
Christian. One of the goals for 
this part of the project is to 
show that lexomics 
techniques work for drama as 
well as for poetry and prose.

1

More online
To read more about lexomics, visit 
lexomics.wheatoncollege.edu

What summer 
vacation?
The work at Wheaton 
doesn’t stop when the 
semester ends in May. 
Many students (and even 
recent graduates) continue 
their scholarly pursuits on 
campus. These students 
spent summer vacation 
tackling innovative 
computer science research 
with their professors, 
Tom Armstrong, Michael 
Drout, Mark LeBlanc and 
Michael Kahn.

Beowulf 
and 

algorithms
4

11

SNAP SHOTS

http://lexomics.wheatoncollege.edu
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Donald Bass ’12, a computer 
science major, Balfour 
Scholar and 2011 
Presidential Award winner, 
is a software guru in the 
statistical programming 
language R. He solved a 
long-standing problem facing 
the lexomics group—how to 
extract data hidden in 
memory and translate it into a 
more standard format, “and 
he did it in two days,” notes 
Professor Mark LeBlanc. Bass 
plans to do an honors thesis 
this academic year with 
co-advisors LeBlanc and 
Professor Michael Kahn.

10

Emily Bowman ’13, an 
English major and 
Balfour Scholar, worked 
on several projects, 
including one with Phoebe 
Boyd ’12, surveying Beowulf 
scholarship from 1970 to 
1980, and tabulating which 
date scholars assign for the 
composition of the poem in 
preparation for a paper that 
she, Phoebe and Professor 
Michael Drout had accepted 
for the Harvard “Dating of 
Beowulf” conference in 
September. She also worked 
to reorganize the massive 
J.R.R. Tolkien database, 
which has about 700 fully 
annotated entries.

9

Phoebe Boyd ’12, a history 
and English major and 
Mars Fellow, has been 
working on the Beowulf 
project with Emily Bowman 
’13 and Professor Michael 
Drout, and on lexomics 
research. Her primary focus 
has been the Anglo-Saxon 
penitentials, a group of texts 
related to the practices of 
penance and confession in 
the seventh through 10th 
centuries. She has been 
working with Professor Mark 
LeBlanc to develop ways to 
make these files usable for 
lexomics research.

6

Amos Jones ’11, who 
majored in computer 
science, designed and 
implemented the lexomics 
group’s new online tool 
“diviText”(cs.wheatoncollege.
edu/divitext) as part of his 
senior honors thesis. Last 
summer he was asked to stay 
on with the group as a 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities–funded 
consultant to prototype the 
new tool to help humanities 
scholars display experimental 
results on the web. He now 
works for the U.S. Department 
of Defense as an engineer.

7

Rachel Scavera ’12, an 
English major and 
Trustee Scholar, has 
been the lead on the 
content side of the Tolkien 
bibliography project, reading, 
summarizing, keywording and 
grading many articles on 
Tolkien’s work so that 
Wheaton’s database can 
continue to be the largest 
bibliographic resource in the 
world for Tolkien 
scholarship. She also has 
begun to experiment with 
lexomics techniques for 
modern English prose, trying 
to see whether it can be 
determined through lexomics 
techniques alone which 
sections of J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
The Silmarillion are based on 
the author’s older poems, 
which are originally prose 
compositions, and which were 
heavily edited or written by 
his son, Christopher Tolkien.

8
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KeITH NORDSTROM

http://cs.wheatoncollege.edu/divitext
http://cs.wheatoncollege.edu/divitext
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Introducing the Mars Center   for Science and Technology

Outside in
Majestic.
Smart.
State of the art.

Three stories, 77,325 square feet of 
a dream realized, the Mars Center for 
Science and Technology commands 
attention.

 After many years of planning, the 
reality is even more spectacular than 
imagined. The walls are made not only 
of brick and glass, but also of hope and 

vision. The see-through research labs 
and classrooms not only showcase the 
collaborations between students and 
faculty and expand the college’s com-
mitment to the sciences and interdisci-
plinary scholarship, but also reflect the 
support of alums who stay close to their 
alma mater. The study and gathering 
spots not only provide practical places 
to work, but also foster the sense of 
community that sets Wheaton apart. 

And the design details not only create 
a beautiful architectural landmark, but 
also underscore the college’s dedica-
tion to efficiency and environmental 
sustainability in remarkable ways.

Overall, the largest capital project 
in Wheaton’s history has created (as 
Professor Tommy Ratliff calls it) “a new 
center of energy on campus,” and it is 
breathtaking—outside in, inside out.

Look. See for yourself.
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Introducing the Mars Center   for Science and Technology

JONAS KAHN ‘93 PHOTOS



Details, details…
Good in green
The Mars Center for Science and Technology 
has been designed to achieve a prestigious 
LeeD (Leadership in energy and environmental 
Design) silver certification from the U.S. Green 
Building Council. The sustainable design and 
construction features include:

Greenhouse

Observatory

• A 1,300-square-foot 
“green” roof

• Drought-tolerant plants 
to conserve water 

• energy recovery wheels in the 
air-handling units to reduce 
heating and cooling loads 

• As the warm air leaves the 
building, it begins to warm 
the cool air coming in.

• Runoff is naturally filtered 
as it makes its way into 
the groundwater.

• Night sky–compliant 
lighting that shines 
downward to reduce 
light pollution

• Motion-sensor lighting 
indoors for energy 
conservation 

• Use of replenishable 
wood throughout the 
building 

• Vinyl tile floors made of 
recycled material

• Carbon dioxide sensors 
to monitor air quality

• Bioretention basins to 
control quantity and quality 
of stormwater runoff

• No new parking as part of 
the project; designation of 
some existing parking spots 
for carpoolers

• Use of low volatile organic 
compound-containing 
materials, including 
adhesives, sealants, paints 
and carpets

• Use of building materials 
with a high percentage 
of postconsumer and 
postindustrial recycled 
content

• Use of sustainable cleaning 
products and methods in the 
maintenance of the building

• A water faucet 
that keeps count 
of the plastic 
bottles avoided

GRAPHIC BY DAvID LAfeRRIeRe
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Scenic science
Research labs, classrooms, faculty offices and common 
areas were designed to make science visible. And the 
facility embodies the concepts of Wheaton’s Connections 
Curriculum, ensuring that all students will use the build-
ing. There are 23 faculty-student research labs, 14 teaching 
labs, 40 faculty offices, 13 student study rooms and five 
seminar rooms.

• Solar shading on glass 
and brim for energy 
efficiency year-round

• Glass walls for natural 
light 

• The brim shades the 
building in summer 
when the sun is high 
and lets in the warm sun 
when it is low in winter.

• Highly reflective and 
vegetated roof surfaces 
to minimize the cooling 
loads during the warm 
months

An open invitation
There are many public spaces that are an open invitation 
for those on campus and off to connect. The Diana Davis 
Spencer ’60 Café is an airy gathering place for a quick bite, 
a jolt of java, or a brainstorming session at the blackboard 
located near the floor-to-ceiling windows. Numerous 
study and conference rooms encourage students and faculty to use the building in ways 
that extend well beyond scheduled class and lab times. The top-floor greenhouse supports 

student-faculty research and 
is open to the public. And the 
new observation deck created 
for Wheaton’s astronomy pro-
gram offers local residents the 
opportunity to stargaze.

Classrooms and labs are designed to encourage interaction.

Multiuse 
teaching 
labs (above) 
reflect 
Wheaton’s 
focus on 
crossing 
disciplinary 
boundaries.  
Faculty office 
areas (left) 
are beautiful 
and inviting.

Greenhouse, 
café and 
observatory 
offer learning 
opportunities, 
encourage 
community. 
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Life inside Mars

Nearly 500 students have declared a major or minor in the sciences. All 
majors are encouraged to participate in the sciences at Wheaton.

Large interior glass partitions offer wide-open windows into the world of science.
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Connected classrooms and labs allow students and faculty to seamlessly transition from 
talking about science to doing science. 

Students have plenty of quiet nooks in which to talk, study and 
collaborate.
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Every experimental scientist has a 
research lab in which to work with 
students. Also, research labs have 
boards so that students can write 
down research results as they work. 
There are break-out areas as well, 
where teams can have discussions 
outside of the lab. The building 
includes five seminar rooms that can 
be transformed into research labs as 
the college’s science programs grow.
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More photos online:
wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly

http://wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly


24 WHEATON QUARTERLY

From 
molecules 

to minds
By Hannah Benoit

It weighs three pounds, produces 
70,000 thoughts a day, and contains 
100 billion neurons.

Amassing facts about the human 
brain is easy. Understanding how 
it works is not. That is the quest of 
neuroscience, a multidisciplinary field 
that investigates how our brain and 
nervous system give rise to the complex 
behaviors, cognition, memories, 
language, creativity, vision, hearing and 
perception that make us human.

With the recent addition of a 
neuroscience major at Wheaton, 
students and faculty are ramping 
up their own study of this vast 
and complex frontier. The major 
comes to Wheaton at a time 
when the field of neuroscience, 
and the range of its tools, are 
growing explosively.

“We human beings have 
always been interested in 
ourselves; there’s nothing 
more fascinating to us,” says 
psychology professor Meg 
Kirkpatrick, who coordinates 

the new program. “The 
brain is one of the few ‘black 
boxes’ remaining, in terms 
of understanding how it 
works. Now that we have any 
number of techniques to ‘get 
into’ the brain, we can start 
asking different questions.” for 
instance, functional MRI (fMRI) 
allows researchers to visualize 
the brain as it responds to 
stimuli in real time, she says.

“So you can look at the 
brain’s activity, particularly its 
metabolism, and see how it 
reacts to stimuli; fMRI has been 
a very interesting addition to our 
toolbox, because you don’t have 
to take a brain out to look at it.” 

Psychology professor 

Kathleen Morgan, an animal 
behaviorist, echoes that 
thought: “Neuroscience has 
positively exploded with the 
advent of computer and other 
technologies…. faculty from 
subdisciplines in psychology 
(such as social psychologists) 
who had not traditionally been 
interested in biological aspects 
of behavior have begun to 
develop an interest in what, if 
any, biological underpinnings 
could be ferreted out with these 
new technologies.” 

Wheaton’s neuroscience 
major is replacing the 
psychobiology major, which 
began in 1977 with two students 
and grew into one of the most 

New 
major 
plumbs 
the 

mysteries 
of brain and 
behavior

Psychology professor Meg Kirkpatrick 
observes a student.
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popular science majors on 
campus, with 40 to 50 students 
“in the pipeline” at any given 
time. The neuroscience major 
builds upon the strengths of 
psychobiology but provides 
a sharper focus and more 
accurately reflects the growing 
field of brain science.

The major was approved by 
the faculty in february 2011, 
but its seeds were planted 
earlier, with the appointment 
of new faculty members in 
psychology who had special 
competence in neuroscience: 
behavioral neuroscientist 
Kirkpatrick in 2002; Rolf 
Nelson, a cognitive psychologist 
whose research is informed 

by neuroscience, in 2003; 
and Jason Reiss, a cognitive 
neuroscientist, in 2008.

Already the new major has 28 
students signed up. Combined 
with psychobiology, it is a 
close second to biology as the 
most popular science major on 
campus. (Some of the remaining 
psychobiology students have 
switched to neuroscience, 
while others will graduate in 
psychobiology; no new majors 
will be enrolled.)

The neuroscience major 
draws most heavily on courses 
in its home departments 
of psychology and biology 
but also requires courses 
in chemistry and statistics. 

In the new Senior Seminar 
in Neuroscience, taught by 
Kirkpatrick, students will take a 
historical look at special topics 
in the field. Wheaton has also 
created an animal behavior 
minor to accommodate the 
would-be psychobiology majors 
who gravitate toward that 
aspect of the field. 

Neuroscience major Laura 
Parker ’12 developed a passion 
for biology as a junior in high 
school. Concurrently, she began 
teaching a student with autism 
how to play the piano, as a form 
of music therapy.

“That year, during my 
biology course, I learned 
that scientists were exploring 

possible genetic causes of 

autism, and I began to explore 

the links between biology and 

psychological disorders,” she 

reports. “Ultimately, I recognized 

that the mind, brain, human 

physiology and genetics were 

inextricably bound. I chose to 

Wheaton’s neuroscience 

major is replacing the 

psychobiology major, 

which began in 1977 

with two students and 

grew into one of the most 

popular science majors 

on campus.

NICKI PARDO PHOTOS
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major in neuroscience because I 
wanted to learn and research the 
relationships among these fields.”

The neuroscience program 
underscores Wheaton’s hallmark 
commitment to collaborative 
interdisciplinary study. The 
Mars Center for Science and 
Technology will both support 
and showcase the program, 
because the research labs and 
offices of all the psychology 
professors who contribute to the 
major are clustered together on 
the first floor.

“The timing of the new major 
with the new science center 
is just great,” says Kirkpatrick. 
“The first floor was planned 
with neuroscience as an 
organizing focus.”

Reiss concurs, noting that 
the arrangement “creates a 
wonderful opportunity for us to 

engage in interdisciplinary 
teaching and scholarship. 
Research assistants for 
different faculty are 
also working in close 
proximity and are poised 
to learn from each other.”

Professors Reiss and 
Nelson already have a 
joint research project 
under way that connects the 
specialties of their two labs. 
Nelson studies the cognitive 
and perceptual effects of video 
games (among other topics), 
and Reiss investigates attention 
as well as the mental processes 
involved in the acquisition and 
use of visual information.

Their joint project looks 
at how video games affect 
attention and cognition. “We 
are taking some findings that 
we understand well—that video 

games affect the way we think, 
perceive and attend—and trying 
to understand how this maps 
onto the brain,” Nelson explains. 
“Everything we [human beings] 
think about has a biological 
basis, and we are working on 
understanding this brain-mind 
connection.”

Laura Parker is collaborating 
on that project, and she 
also assists both professors 
in their individual research. 
She and Nelson are finishing 
up a study with researchers 

at the University of 
California–Berkeley on 
the aesthetics of color 
perception in humans. 
When the results are 
published, Parker will be 
the only student author 
on the paper.

Kirkpatrick and 
chemistry professor 

Jani Benoit are planning to join 
forces in a study of the effects 
of mercury exposure on motor 
behavior. The scientific literature 
has established that mercury 
exposure can affect motor 
behavior, such as gait. Benoit 
and Kirkpatrick are taking it 
a step further. Using mice as 
subjects, they will measure the 
behavioral effects of the toxin at 
specific dosages and correlate 
those behaviors with what 
is happening to measurable 

Probing the brain: Neuroscience faculty research

Jani Benoit 
Chemistry
Benoit studies the 
biogeochemistry 
of mercury and 
other trace metals 
in the environment, 
specifically, estuaries 
and wetlands, and 
how this substance 
moves through the 
food web in the form 
of methylmercury. 
Mercury is a toxin that 
can impair neurological 
development in fetuses, 
infants and children.

Meg Kirkpatrick 
Psychology
Kirkpatrick’s research 
focuses on the role of 
hormones (particularly 
estrogen, progesterone 
and testosterone) in 
behavior. Recently, 
she has examined 
environmental 
endocrine disrupters 
such as BPA, looking 
specifically at how 
BPA affects hormone 
receptors in the brain 
and reproductive 
function of animals.

Kathleen Morgan 
Psychology
Morgan investigates 
the stress of animals in 
captive environments 
and the ways in which 
humans can try to 
reduce it. She also 
studies other aspects 
of human-animal 
interactions. Morgan 
serves as director of 
research at Southwick’s 
Zoo in Mendon, Mass., 
where she and her 
research partners 
recently completed a 
study on how allowing 
visitors to feed a giraffe 
affected the visitors’ 
attitudes and behavior.

Robert Morris 
Biology
Trained as a 
neurobiologist, Morris 
studies the process 
of ciliogenesis—the 
process by which cilia 
form. Cilia are long 
appendages of cells 
that beat like paddles 
to move fluid over a cell 
or stand straight like 
antennae to receive 
signals from the outside 
world. Healthy cilia help 
embryos grow, lungs 
clear, eyes see and ears 
hear.

Rolf Nelson 
Psychology
Nelson’s main 
interests are in the 
area of human visual 
perception. He studies 
the way in which visual 
scenes are organized 
into something 
meaningful via 
processes like figure-
ground organization 
and Gestalt grouping. 
He also researches 
other areas within 
cognition, including 
implicit perception, 
visual perception in 
autism, and the effects 
of video games on 
critical thinking skills.

Jason Reiss 
Psychology
Reiss’s work focuses 
on how we experience 
the world through visual 
perception. A cognitive 
neuroscientist, he 
uses high-density 
electroencephalography 
(EEG) to measure 
electrical activities in 
the brain and thereby 
investigate questions 
related to visual 
attention, perception 
and awareness. 
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biochemical phenomena 
(biomarkers) in the brain. 

“No one’s done that before,” 
Kirkpatrick says. “There are 
people like Jani who work with 
their test tubes, and others like 
me who work with animals, but 
rarely do people cross over and 
bring those two things together.”

***
As a unified discipline, 

neuroscience is a relatively 
young field. The Society 
for Neuroscience, the 
field’s national professional 
organization, was founded 
in 1969, and its first annual 
meeting drew fewer than 1,400 
members. In recent decades 
the society’s membership has 
swelled to more than 40,000, 
with nearly that many now 
attending the annual gathering. 

Neuroscientists work in 
a range of professions and 
industries, from academic 
research and teaching to 
biomedical engineering and 
medical specialties such as 
neurology and psychiatry. 
The field holds great promise 
for fathoming the mysteries 
of psychiatric disorders such 
as stroke, schizophrenia, 
Parkinson’s disease and 
Alzheimer’s disease.

The discipline is vast, 
comprising over a dozen 
major branches, according to 
Reiss, though these specialty 
areas “frequently intersect and 
merge. In many ways, we are 
still finding our proper place 
in science. for instance, we 
now see entire neuroscience 
disciplines that did not exist ten 
or fifteen years ago.”

Some of these newer areas are 
neuroeconomics (which arose 
around 1998), neuroengineering 
(circa 2003) and computational 
neuroscience (circa 1990). And 
one of the hottest areas lies in 
“modeling how the brain works 
from a mathematical point of 

view,” Nelson says. 
“One day we will 
get the math and the 
computer science right 
and be able to model 
artificial brains. That 
is when we will really 
start to understand 
how our own brains 
work.”

Wheaton’s 
neuroscience students 
are interested in a variety of 
these “flavors” of neuroscience, 
as Reiss terms them. But the 
core requirements of the major 
are the same for everyone, 
meaning that all students will 
have a shared understanding of 
the basics. 

Wyll everett ’14 plans to 
attend medical school someday, 
focusing on neuroscience. “But 
I am also heavily considering 
a dual Ph.D./M.D. program,” 
he says, “so I can participate 
in both clinical and research 
environments.”

Last summer, with the support 
of a Wheaton fellowship, 
everett did an internship in the 
emergency department of the 
Rutland (vermont) Regional 
Medical Center. Part of his 
job was to serve as a triage 
volunteer. 

“Essentially, I saw every 
patient who entered the 

department—whether it was by 
ambulance or through the front 
doors,” Everett says. “In terms 
of my major, my introductory 
knowledge of the brain allowed 
me to try and understand, on 
a more medical level, what 
was happening with patients 
suffering from mental disorders 
or head injuries. Also, for 
an observer, the emergency 
department provides an amazing 
environment to see how the 
brain reacts under stress.”

elyza Chadwick ’12 is 
following another path, 
spurred by her interest in 
neuroendocrinology, the study 
of the interaction between 
the nervous system and the 
endocrine system. Chadwick 
hopes to earn a Ph.D. and 
conduct research in behavioral 
neuroscience. Her interest in 
neuroendocrinology dovetails 
with her collaboration in Meg 

Kirkpatrick’s research, 
which focuses on the 
role of hormones in 
behavior. 

“I have been 
examining specific 
areas of rodent brain 
tissue,” Chadwick 
says, “looking for 
clusters of cells and 
taking pictures of 
them so we can 

count the cells that are of 
interest to the study. This has 
been an incredible experience, 
because I get to see the areas 
of the brain that I learn about in 
classes. I have had the unique 
opportunity to supplement my 
theoretical understanding from 
the classroom with laboratory 
experience, and to start building 
the skills I will need to research 
independently someday.”

Wherever their professional 
paths take them, Wheaton’s 
neuroscience majors are 
entering a field that is rife with 
opportunity. As Rolf Nelson 
puts it, “Neuroscience is the 
present and the future of 
understanding the mind. There 
are so many open questions. 
The way we think about how 
the brain works is constantly 
shifting, and the field is wide 
open, with an almost unlimited 
potential for study.” Q

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Campaign for Wheaton

Building excitement. That’s a fitting 
description for the current state of Go Beyond: 
Campaign for Wheaton. Thanks to the support of 
alumnae/i, parents and friends, the college opened the 
Mars Center for Science and Technology, and it reached 
its fundraising target for the facility’s construction, 

maintenance and 
operation. The 
campaign 
now stands 
at $99 million, 
and it is headed 
toward its goal 
of $120 
million by 
June 30, 2014.

Progress in numbers
Science center: 
$35,011,279 committed to expanding and enhancing science 
facilities through the Mars Center for Science and Technology. 

Goal: $35 million

Student scholarships: 
$30,622,059 committed to increasing scholarship support for 
Wheaton students and their families. 

Goal: $50.6 million 

Annual support: 
$22,226,516 contributed to the Wheaton Fund since July 1, 2005. 
Alumnae/i, parents and friends have committed $1,431,485 in the 
past four months. 

Goal: $4.3 million for fiscal year 2012 (ending June 30, 2012); 
$34.4 million by June 30, 2014 

Student-faculty research: 
$400,000 committed to support student-faculty research 
collaborations through the establishment of endowed funds 
dedicated to that purpose.

Campaign leadership
Kenneth R. Babby ’02

Nancy Pearlstine Conger ’67, co-chair

Deborah Haigh Dluhy ’62

Debra Kent Glidden ’68, co-chair

Thomas Hollister, co-chair

Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72

Margaret Dunn Smith ’73

More online
wheatoncollege.edu/giving
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DNA ribbon 
cutting
Mars Center for Science and Technology 
dedication, Sept. 23, 2011

NICKI PARDO

Ribbon-cutting ceremonies are standard practice 
for new buildings. Because the Mars Center 

for Science and Technology is 
anything but ordinary, it deserved 
something a bit more special. The 
solution: a 60-foot-long strand of 
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) that 
Life Trustee Adrienne Bevis Mars ’56 
and her husband, John, separated, 
with some help from President Ronald 
A. Crutcher and members of the 
college’s Board of Trustees.
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Faces 
and 
spaces
If walls could 
talk, the spaces in 
the Mars Center 
for Science and 
Technology 
would tell stories 
of dedication, 
commitment and 
passion. for behind 
each of the named 
spaces in this new 
place of learning 
is an alumnae/i, a 
parent, or a friend 
who cares so much 
about the future of 
Wheaton that he or 
she has contributed 
to the creation of this 
building. Here are 
some of their stories, 
as told by writer 
Mary Howard ’85:  

Anson M. Beard, Jr.

The Beard Family Green Roof and  
The Anson M. Beard, Jr., Courtyard

When asked about the 
Mars Center for Science 
and Technology, Anson 
M. Beard, Jr., a Wheaton 
trustee since 1971, 
doesn’t mince words. 
“It’s about time,” he says. 
“You can’t have a first-
rate liberal arts institution 
without a significant 
commitment to the sciences.”

He has contributed to that com-
mitment and expressed his interest in 
sustainability and Wheaton’s future by 
establishing The Beard family Green 
Roof and The Anson M. Beard, Jr., 
Courtyard at the new science center. 
Green roofs—which are par-
tially or completely covered with 
vegetation, a growing medium and 
a waterproof barrier—last longer 
than conventional roofs. They also 
reduce energy costs because they 
provide natural insulation, absorb 
storm water, and lessen the need 
for expensive drainage systems. 
And they are also places of beauty 
to be enjoyed by people and 
wildlife. Beard sees the roof as a 
win-win situation for the college: 
cutting-edge technology and 

beauty combined with 
greater durability and 
cost savings.

elected a life trustee 
in 2008 in recogni-
tion of his service and 
philanthropic commit-
ment to the college, 
Beard considers his 
dedication payback to 

an institution that helped define 
him. “Wheaton believed in me 
before I believed in me,” says the 
Yale alumnus and former managing 
director of Morgan Stanley. He 
became involved in the life of the 
college through his former wife, 
Jeanne Jones Beard ’65. 

“I’m interested in Wheaton being 
a top-notch liberal arts college. 
And we’re doing that. Since 
coeducation, Wheaton has not 
only survived but thrived.” Beard 
is particularly impressed with the 
number of prestigious awards that 
Wheaton students have received 
in the past decade—fulbrights, 
Rhodes scholarships, Marshalls and 
Watsons. “The science center is 
another major piece to complete 
the puzzle,” he says.
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Josephine “Josie” McFadden ’61

The Lucy McFadden Teaching Laboratory and  
The Bojan Hamlin Jennings Student/Faculty Research Laboratory

The summer before her senior year, 
Josephine “Josie” McFadden ’61 worked with 
Bojan Hamlin Jennings, now professor emerita 
of chemistry, doing research on ultrasound tech-
nology through a National Science foundation 
grant. The experience was a memorable one for 
Mcfadden, who is a member of the President’s 
Commission. So memorable, in fact, that she 
asked to name a space—The Bojan Hamlin 
Jennings Student/faculty Research Laboratory—
in honor of her former professor. “She is an 
amazing woman,” says Mcfadden.

 Mcfadden also established the center’s Lucy 
Mcfadden Teaching Laboratory, which is named 
for her younger sister, who is an astronomer, 
university professor and NASA scientist. Lucy 
Mcfadden (pictured here on right, with Josie 
Mcfadden) was part of NASA’s Deep Impact mis-
sion to blast chunks of rock and ice off a comet, 
and she gave a presentation about this experience 
at Wheaton.

 As an undergraduate physics major at 
Wheaton, Josie Mcfadden says that she felt 
that the only way to fit enough science into 
a liberal arts education was to be a science 
major. “Now, with the college’s Connections 

curriculum, the sciences are worked into the 
humanities,” she says. “Classes in art history can 
touch on scientific learning, for example.”

The new science center promotes the 
Connections curriculum through spaces that 
support interdisciplinary learning and research 

as well as faculty-student collaboration. In 
establishing the Lucy Mcfadden teaching lab 
and the Bojan Jennings research lab, Mcfadden 
says that she is happy to be supporting not only 
science education at Wheaton, but interdisci-
plinary learning as well.

Janet Haas P’06

The Rick Wallick Teaching Laboratory and The Rick Wallick Student/Faculty Research Laboratory
As a medical doctor, 

Janet Haas P’06 under-
stands the importance 
of science education. 
A physicist trained in 
physical medicine and 
the rehabilitation of 
neurologically impaired 
patients, she received 
her medical degree 
from Drexel University and chose 
her specialty when her husband, 
John, suffered an aneurysm during 
her third year of residency.

“Too often we avoid 
the sciences in this 
country,” says Haas, 
though she is quick to 
point out that this is 
not the case with the 
Wheaton community. 

A former trustee 
and the mother of 
Peter Haas ’06, she 

has a vested interest in the future 
of the college. She sees a strong 
science program as essential to the 
Wheaton curriculum, and to that 

end she has established the Rick 
Wallick teaching and research labs 
in the Mars Center for Science and 
Technology. 

Haas named the labs in memory 
of Rick Wallick, vice president for 
finance and operations at Wheaton 
from 1999 until his death last April. 
Wallick oversaw all facets of the 
planning and construction of the 
Mars center, but his untimely death 
prevented him from seeing the 
finished building. Haas and Wallick 
had served together on Wheaton’s 

finance and facilities committee.
The labs, which will be used for 

environmental science research 
and teaching, are a fitting tribute to 
Wallick, who had a keen interest in 
the environment and sustainability 
issues, says Haas. “He cared greatly 
about students and making it pos-
sible for them to learn and grow in 
so many ways during their time at 
Wheaton. It was tragic that he died 
so young, a terrible loss to family, 
friends and the entire Wheaton 
community.”
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James Karman P’01

The Karman Family Student/Faculty Research Laboratory 
With 35 years in 

real estate investment, 
James Karman P’01 was 
a logical choice when 
President Ronald A. 
Crutcher was looking 
for a trustee resource to 
help with the planning 
and construction of 
the Mars Center for Science and Technology. 

former CeO of Spaulding and Slye, a com-
mercial real estate and investment management 
firm, Karman helped the college in the selection 
of the general contractor, offering advice and 
sitting in on meetings at every stage.

“The driving force for me was to get the 
facility built on time, within budget, and to have 
it fit well within the campus,” says Karman, a 
trustee since 2001 and father of Jennifer “Jen” 
Karman Kanyok ’01. “The building is more 

than just a science building. This is where the 
magic happens, where students and professors 
collaborate.” Karman believes the center will 
benefit the entire campus. “It’s no accident that 
it houses the campus café, and there are also 
plenty of study nooks throughout the building.” 

Karman, who lives in Sudbury, Mass., 
visited the campus frequently throughout the 
construction process. But he is quick to point 
out that he was not alone. “I don’t want to take 

John Hazen White, Jr., P’10, P’12

TACO/White Family Foundation 
Grand Staircase and a study space

“I believe strongly in supporting and perpetuating 
the ability of young people to receive a high-quality 
liberal arts education,” says 
John Hazen White, Jr., P’10, 
P’12. “And Wheaton College 
certainly fulfills this mission.”

A Wheaton trustee since 
2008 and father of John Hazen 
White ’10 and Benjamin Clark 
White ’12, this Rhode Island 
businessman believes in 
education. His commitment to 
education is reflected in his business as well as in his 
generous support for Wheaton. 

White is president of Taco, Inc., one of the leading 
brand manufacturers within the HvAC industry. 
His Cranston, R.I.–based company has received 
recognition for its Taco Learning Center. employees 
and their family members can take courses ranging 
from mathematics and civics to english as a second 
language free of charge. “It’s one of the more 
progressive examples of employee training anywhere 
in the country,” he says.

A gift to the Mars Center for Science and 
Technology from White’s family and company 
foundation has been commemorated with the nam-
ing of a study space and the external grand staircase 
connecting the center and upper campus to the Haas 
Athletic Center. “What a lovely place to be repre-
sented,” he says.
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Awards support innovation
In recent months, Wheaton people and 
projects have been awarded more than 
$600,000 in grants from foundations, 
corporations and the government for the 
purchase of equipment, development of new 
scholarly tools, and support of research by 
faculty and students: 
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“Acquisition of a Pulsed Laser/
Detection System for Time-Resolved 
Studies of Molecular Complexes”

$255,865 from the Major Research 
Instrumentation program of the National 
Science Foundation 

Professors Thandi Buthelezi, John Collins 
and Xuesheng Chen

“Acquisition of an Ion Chromatograph 
to Support Research and 
Undergraduate Education”

$36,179 from the Major Research 
Instrumentation program of the National 
Science Foundation

Professor Matthew Evans 

“Mining Vital Signs Time Series 
to Improve Clinical Outcomes for 
Traumatic Brain Injury Patients”

$15,000 Collaborative Research 
Experience for Undergraduates 
grant from the Computing Research 
Association’s Committee on the Status of 
Women in Computing Research and the 
Coalition to Diversify Computing, shared 
by the University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County, Wheaton College and the R. 
Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center 

Professor Tom Armstrong

Egypt Science and Technology 
Program Junior Scientist Award

$20,000 in funding for a five-
month study from the Egypt Science 
and Technology Program, which is 
administered by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 

Professor Tom Armstrong 

The TAPAS Project (TEI Archiving, 
Publishing, and Access Service)

$250,000 for a digital humanities 
collaboration between the libraries of 
Wheaton College and Brown University, 
National Leadership Grant from the 
Institute for Museum and Library 
Services

Scott Hamlin, Library and Information 
Services director of research and 
instruction 

“Developing a User Experience for 
TAPAS (the TEI Archiving, Publishing, 
and Access Service)”

$50,000 for development and testing 
of a prototype interface for the TAPAS 
project, from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, Digital Humanities 
Start-up Grant

Scott Hamlin

all the credit. I provided some experience and 
oversight. John Sullivan [director of business 
services at Wheaton] and Kevin Roffi [Wheaton 
project manager] were the heroes. They carried 
the ball,” he says.

In addition to giving his time and expertise, 
Karman contributed philanthropically to the 
project. The Karman family research lab was 
named to commemorate his many contributions 
to the new science center. Q
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Stepping into a major role
Walking across the courtyard of Olga’s Cup + 
Saucer in Providence, R.I., Jill Lawlor smiles 
and waves as she approaches a corner table 
for an interview about her new job. She 
warmly extends her hand, maintains eye con-
tact, and offers a “thank-you-so-much-for-
coming,” even though she is the one invited 
here to one of her favorite coffee hangouts.

This is exactly the easy-going, engag-
ing personality—combined with her great 
depth of experience—that won over the 
hiring committee that selected her as the 
new executive director of alumnae/i rela-
tions. Lawlor replaces Sharon Howard, who 
retired last summer. 

“Jill has spent many years collaborating 
with staff members, alums and volunteers at 
other institutions, and developing and leading 
effective programming,” says Mary Casey, 
vice president for college advancement, 
who was part of a committee comprising 
alumnae/i relations and college advancement 
staff members, as well as alum volunteers. 
“We’re very excited that she has joined us.” 

Lawlor stepped into the role on 
September 6, after many years working in 
alumni relations at Brown University, as 
director of regional programs, and most 
recently at Babson College, as associate vice 
president of alumni relations.

“We were looking for someone with a 
proven track record of success in alumnae/i 

engagement,” says 
alumnae/i asso-

ciation president 

and committee member Zoe Hack Keller ’05. 
“We wanted someone who shares our deep 
commitment to a vibrant and active commu-
nity of alums and was ready to jump right in 
and join us in our work. 

    “We were also committed to finding 
someone who felt like the right fit with the 
Wheaton community. Although Jill isn’t a 
Wheaton alum, she seems like she could 
be. She has the right mix of warmth, intel-
lect, humor and leadership. I think we will 
find that she becomes a member of the 
team very quickly and feels at home in the 
Wheaton community.” 

 Community at work is important to 
Lawlor, who says she got a sense of that 
right away during her interviews on campus. 
“It’s fine to be able to say I like my job, or I 
like where I work, but every single person 
that I spoke to at Wheaton loves his or her 
job,” she says. “They love the college, they 
love the sense of community. That says a lot 
to me about what the college is and who the 
staff members are.”

An opera singer, who years ago founded 
an opera company with her opera-singing 
husband, she is used to engaging audiences. 
(In fact, she met her husband while playing 
Cinderella.)

Lawlor, a Warwick, R.I., native, attended 
the University of Rhode Island on a full audi-
tion-based scholarship. After graduating with 
a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in music, 
the mezzo-soprano headed to New York to 
pursue a career in opera. But a funny thing 

happened on the way to a life on stage.
 “I just realized that singing was a cut-

throat business. That’s not my personality,” 
she says, laughing. “At auditions, everybody 
else had the knives and the banana peels 
out, and I was the cheerleader. everybody 
else was like, ‘Grrr, I’m going to get this role, 
I’m going to get this role,’ and I’d be like, 
‘Yeah, you were great.’”

That kind of supportive role may not play 
well in competition, but it has been perfect 
for a career in alumni relations, which she 
says has been fueled by her “passion for 
education and how it can change the lives 
of young people.” 

Wheaton hiring committee member John 
Talanian ’93 says he’s “most excited to see 
her reconnect those who have not been in 
much contact with Wheaton.”

She is ready: “At a really deep level, alumni 
relations is about connecting people to an 
institution. It’s about getting people to engage 
in the importance of education, in the impor-
tance of supporting students, and in the im-
portance of philanthropy in all the definitions 
of philanthropy—giving of their time, giving 
of their resources, not just giving of their dol-
lars. If you can spark energy and passion in 
somebody about an institution, it’s incredibly 
important to the future of education.”

More online
To read more about Jill Lawlor’s accomplishments, 
visit wheatoncollege.edu.

ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION NEWS
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Providing parental guidance
“Tell the truth.”
“Share your toys.”
“Be nice.”
“Don’t bite your friend.”

These are some of the most important 
life lessons that a parent can teach a child, 
says Abbie Schiller ’94, whose children are 
ages 1 and 7. “When my daughter was 3 
years old, I desperately needed a hero in the 
media to help me teach those lessons. But 
without Mister Rogers, who taught things 
like how to be a good friend, how to use 
your words to describe feelings, how to tell 
the truth, and other lessons in a real, non-
animated way, there was nothing.”

 So the former ABC public relations 
executive created something—The Mother 
Company. Her multimedia company seeks 
to help children ages 3 to 6 become more 
emotionally communicative, socially 
confident, and self-aware by offering parents 
a series of DvDs, iPhone apps, books and 
plush toys that teach social and emotional 
skills. Her website also offers expert advice 
and information.

 “Our mission is to help a generation of 
children and to support a generation of 
parents with resources and tools because 
we need the help ourselves as parents, and 
we feel that our whole 
society will benefit,” says 
Schiller. “For many reasons, 
including the growing 
number of children under 
the age of 6, parents feel 
more pressure to prepare 
their children academically 
for kindergarten. 
elementary schools 
are more academically 
focused—often teaching to 
the national standardized 
tests. But if children start 
school without the ability to sit still, follow 
directions, be respectful, take turns, share, 
make friends, and voice their needs, they are 
not school ready. Social and emotional skills 
are crucial at this age.”

 One skill that she herself has 

demonstrated well so far is the ability to 
hold onto her vision, at all costs. When 
she came up with the idea for The Mother 
Company in 2008, she lacked the necessary 
funding. Yet she and her business partner 
Samantha Kurtzman-Counter turned down 
millions of dollars offered by three potential 
investors. They didn’t “get” her concept and 
they wanted a lot of control, she says. So she 
said no, and then turned to parents who did 
“get it” and wanted to invest.

 The MSNBC Tv program 
“Your Business” featured 
a story on the financing 
strategy. And other national 
media outlets have paid 
close attention, including 
People magazine and 
the Los Angeles Business 
Journal.

Working Mother 
magazine has 
recommended the 
company’s first DVD, 
“Ruby’s Studio: The 

feelings Show,” to parents as a good way to 
entertain children. The 45-minute program 
is hosted by Ruby, the company’s version of 
a Mister Rogers-meets-Mary Poppins, who 
helps young children recognize, articulate 
and work through their feelings. The show 

takes viewers through animated segments 
(narrated by Mel Brooks), musical dance 
numbers, and interviews with children, 
who share their insights. DailyCandy, a 
trendsetting website and email newsletter, 
called it “edutainment at its best.” And 
Whole foods stores now distribute it 
nationwide. 

At Wheaton, Schiller majored in 
anthropology because she said she wanted 
to study people around the world and use 
what she learned each day. Her career so 
far has revolved around understanding 
people and how to reach them. Prior to 
founding The Mother Company, she was 
vice president at ABC Media Relations 
in Burbank, Calif.; vice president of 
public relations at Kiehl’s, a skin products 
company; and vice president at Nike 
Communications. Now she focuses on the 
people closest to her heart—parents and 
children. 

Besides providing healthy media, she says 
the best advice she has for parents is the 
advice she also needs to heed: “Put down 
the cell phone. Listen to what your kid is 
saying. Play for at least 10 minutes every 
day. eat dinner together. Take a deep breath. 
It’s all going to be OK.”

More Online
Read more about the company at themotherco.com.

Abbie Schiller ’94 with her son, Charlie, 1, and daughter, Ona, 7.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
http://www.themotherco.com/
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UP CLOSE 

Since graduating, Nicholas Parson ’08, who 
double-majored in political science and African, 
African-American diaspora studies, has been 
pursuing his goal of working for a Major League 
Baseball team. He hasn’t made it yet, but his 
determination and enthusiasm for the journey 
are inspiring. So far he has interned for the 
Bourne Braves in the Cape Cod Baseball League 
and for the Hickory Crawdads (a Single-A 
affiliate of the Texas Rangers). Currently, he 
works as a media relations assistant with the 
Lehigh Valley IronPigs (the Triple-A affiliate of 
the Phillies). He also serves as the president of 
the Harry M. Stevens Family Foundation, which 
is dedicated to the preservation of the history of 
sport. We talked to him about his pursuit: 

Why this goal?
I grew up in a baseball family. I have always 
been a fan for as long as I can remember. I 
remember being a small child at Fenway Park 
and crying when the Red Sox were eliminated 
from the playoffs. I always wanted to know 
what it meant to be on the inside of a baseball 
team, something that seemed so mysterious 
and grand and prohibitive to the average 
person. That intrigue was heightened when I 
and five friends from Wheaton drove down to Ft. 
Myers, Fla., to see spring training games during 
break our junior year. While we were down 
there, I visited the Red Sox Player Development 
Complex, and that is where my desire to work 
in baseball was truly sparked. I saw the game in 
an entirely different light, and that’s where it began. I felt like it was my first peek behind the curtain, 
and I knew that I wanted to be there. 

How does your Wheaton education come into play?
Every week, somebody will ask where I went to school and what I majored in. When I tell them 
I majored in political science and African, African American diaspora studies, the looks on most 
people’s faces are absolutely priceless. Most of the people that I work with have degrees either 
in journalism or sports management from huge state schools. People ask me how I ended up in 
baseball with this kind of background, and I tell them that it wasn’t what I learned in college that got 
me going, it’s how I learned to think about what’s around me. Looking at statistics and translating 
them into what they mean on a human level is a big part of political science. My Wheaton professors 
increased my ability to see those relationships. And African, African American diaspora studies 
has helped me immensely in my work. When I first took “African American Politics” with Professor 
Marcus Allen, it was one of those life-changing courses. In that class, I learned about how race 
works in politics as well as in our daily lives. In baseball, race is a tremendous presence. One of my 
favorite quotes comes from Martin Luther King Jr.: “Jackie Robinson made it possible for me in the 
first place. Without him, I would never have been able to do what I did.” Baseball is in many ways 
an embodiment of how the racial makeup of this country continues to change. I feel very fortunate 
that my education has given me a perspective on race and culture that allows me to be comfortably 
immersed in the multicultural environment of the “American pastime.”

What do you enjoy most about your work?
I like that I am forced to look at the game from both an analytical perspective and a human 
perspective. All morning I am involved in statistics and trends that I use to tell the story of our 
team—where they’re going this season, and how they’ve gotten to where they are. When it’s time to 
head to the clubhouse in the afternoon, I work with personalities. I am lucky to be able to work with 
a great group of players. The people you work with and meet can make or break the experience, so 
I’m very fortunate to be where I am right now. 

Guidelines
Upcoming Deadlines

Spring 2012:  Dec. 19, 2011
Summer 2012:  March 10, 2012
Fall 2012:  June 24, 2012
Winter 2012:  Sept. 22, 2012

These deadlines apply to class 
secretaries and their columns. 
Submissions from classmates should 
be made directly to class secretaries 
before these deadlines. 

We cannot guarantee the 
publication of class notes received 
after the deadline as production 
schedules and resources require 
strict deadline compliance.

Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints 
(made from a negative) or digital 
photos can be submitted to the 
Quarterly for publication. 

Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be 
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6 
inches or larger and 300 dpi. 
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG 
and email it as an attachment to 
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.

How to Submit Class Notes

Email: Email your notes to  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. 
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)

By fax: (508) 286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still 
welcome at our door. You may mail 
columns or your news to:

Class Notes 
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College 
Norton, MA 02766 

Questions? 
We are here to help tackle any 
questions, concerns or problems that 
come up as you work on your class 
notes. 

News about members of classes that 
are not listed or do not have a class 
secretary may be submitted to the 
Wheaton Quarterly, preferably by email.

CLASS NOTES

Stay connected to the latest 
Wheaton news
Join us on 

  Facebook.com/WheatonCollege 

and follow us on Twitter  

 @wheaton
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Sam Sisakhti ’05, who majored in economics at Wheaton, never studied fashion. 
But he has always had a great fashion sense, courtesy of his mother. “She used to 
always dress me up for every occasion as a child. I remember one time we went 
to an easter egg hunt party. All the other kids were wearing T-shirts and shorts; 
my mother dressed me up in a seersucker suit and pink shirt. At the end of the 
day, after running around with the other kids, the suit was ruined with all the dirt 
and grass stains from the easter egg hunt. But it did not stop her from dress-
ing me up again for future parties.” Combining a now-evolved sense of fashion 
with his business smarts, he launched UsTrendy.com in 2008. His goal is to help 
independent designers break into the fashion industry via e-commerce. He offers 
shoppers fashion from all over the world, while providing independent designers 
a place to sell their products, seek funding, and get help launching and growing 
their fashion lines. Currently, his database has more than 11,000 designers from 
over 100 countries. Many media outlets have taken note, including Inc. maga-
zine and the Boston Business Journal. He was named one of Boston magazine’s 
2011 Most Promising Innovators under 30. “We want to help indie designers 
break through the barriers in the industry and pursue their dreams,” Sisakhti said. “There are so many talented designers and artists in the world 
who do not have a platform to be discovered.” He first thought of the idea for his company as he watched many of his fashion-designer friends 

struggle. He had always wanted to start a business but didn’t consider it a realistic option 
until he took a finance job after graduate school. “After four days of being miserable at 
my job, I resigned. I figured that it was now or never, so I took a chance and launched 
UsTrendy.” His economics major has helped a great deal, he said, “especially the labor 
economics courses looking at employee productivity and team productivity. I use the 
concepts all the time when managing my team as well as when I was building it.” (And, 
yes, he has a walk-in closet.)

Read more about him:
bostonmagazine.com/articles/social_shakers_under_30/

inc.com/articles/2010/09/bringing-business-savvy-to-
fashion-world.html

bizjournals.com/boston/news/2011/05/06/fashion-site-
ustrendy-sews-up-1m.html

NEWSMAKER 

Whether he is writing a freelance story for the Wheaton Quarterly, 
returning to campus to offer advice to aspiring journalists at a 
workshop, or turning up the heat on local politicians in his news 
blog Nesi’s Notes, Class of 2007 alum Ted Nesi’s enthusiasm for 
his work is inspiring. That enthusiasm, as well as talent and exper-
tise, has put him on the fast track in his journalism career. In just a 
few years he has quickly moved from working at a local news-
paper to designing his own multimedia job at a CBS affiliate in 
Providence, R.I. The award-winning journalist is a digital reporter 
for WPRI-TV and FOX Providence at LIN Media. In addition to 
writing a news blog, he also reports on-air. He has drawn national 
attention. Politico.com recently included him as one of “50 politi-
cos to watch: Bloggers.” Politico.com covers political news with a 
focus on national politics, Congress, Capitol Hill, lobbying, media 

and the presidency. 
Politico calls Nesi’s 
blog “highly readable” 
and notes, “He’s not 
a traditional televi-
sion reporter—he was hired primarily to cover Rhode Island politics, policy and the economy online 
in his first-person voice. But his mix of breaking news blurbs and investigative pieces makes it an 
increasingly relevant click, even if the Ocean State isn’t considered a pivotal battleground.”

More online
Read what Politico.com has to say about Nesi, 
a political science major:

politico.com/news/stories/0711/59954.html 

Read his blog at blogs.wpri.com/category/
nesis-notes/.

Follow him on Twitter @tednesi. 

http://www.bostonmagazine.com/articles/social_shakers_under_30/
http://www.inc.com/articles/2010/09/bringing-business-savvy-to-fashion-world.html
http://www.inc.com/articles/2010/09/bringing-business-savvy-to-fashion-world.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/news/2011/05/06/fashion-site-ustrendy-sews-up-1m.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/news/2011/05/06/fashion-site-ustrendy-sews-up-1m.html
http://wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/2010/09/01/q10f28/
http://blogs.wpri.com/category/nesis-notes/
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0711/59954.html
http://twitter.com/#%21/tednesi
http://twitter.com/#%21/tednesi
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Last May, right after graduation, Nicole 
Sacha ’11 began working as an intern for the 
town of North Smithfield, R.I., conducting 
field research to update the town’s hazard 
mitigation plan. Already she has made an 
impact. While doing fieldwork and review-
ing documented catch basins, she discov-
ered between 10 to 20 percent of them are 
likely to be considered a hazard in the event 
of a flood because they are full or over-
flowing with sediment, said Town Planner 
Robert ericson in a Valley Breeze newspaper 
article. fixing the problem will cost the town 
money, but at least officials are aware of the 
issue, thanks to Sacha, the article noted. (She 
also found time to start a farmers’ market in 
town, which the Valley Breeze also wrote 
about.) Her internship has been extended 
and she’s now in charge of a project promot-
ing energy efficiency. “I enjoy the work I 
have been doing here,” she said. “My intern-

ship has used different components of what 
I learned at Wheaton. I use my knowledge 
of ecology to grasp what may be happen-
ing to the overall health of our waterways. 
My work here has little supervision and I 
have had to devise my own routine, which 
is something I feel very comfortable doing 
because of the sense of responsibility I de-
veloped during my time at Wheaton. In ad-
dition to this, I updated the North Smithfield 
Hazard Mitigation Plan for feMA. Without 
the writing skills I strengthened at Wheaton, 
I would not have been able to do so.” Sacha 
said that she is interested in continuing to 
work in the environmental field, perhaps at a 
consulting firm. In January, she is scheduled 
to start a graduate program at the University 
of Rhode lsland to study environmental 
policy and management.
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A handful of weeds, a heart full of hope
By Nathania “Tanya” Aritao ’12

Dean vereene Parnell of the Office of Service, 
Spirituality and Social Responsibility (SSSR) has noted 
that when it comes to the terror attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001, there are those of us who are too young to really 
remember and those of us who absolutely cannot forget. 
I fall somewhere in between.

It was nighttime in my native Philippines 
when the attacks occurred in the United 
States. I think I had just come home from 
dance practice. My mom was watching Tv. 
I remember the shock and distress in her 
voice, how she called us over to see the 
news. I couldn’t understand what the fuss 
was about, or how two planes could’ve 
crashed into the building—I was thinking 
of the Philippine World Trade Center, a 
spacious but very low building. I remember 
sitting in front of the Tv, watching the foot-
age, unable to equate what I saw as some-
thing real, something current. It seemed 
too much like a scary scene created for a 
movie. I sensed that what I was witnessing 
was significant and world changing, but 
as a 12-year-old at the time, living halfway 
around the world, I felt ever so removed 
from the reality of it.

Ten years later, I have a much better grasp 
of how that day changed everything for the 
nation in which I now study. However, I still 
have felt distanced—until this year, when I at-
tended a 9/11 service of remembrance in Cole 
Memorial Chapel and took 
part in a local service project, 
both coordinated by SSSR.

even though Wheaton has 
sponsored service projects in 
remembrance of 9/11 in the 
past, I had never participated. 
I’ve always been an active 
volunteer at home, in the 
Philippines, but disappoint-
ingly I never brought my 
commitment to service to 
the community surrounding 
Wheaton. In my senior year, 
I finally signed up to work at 

a nearby organic garden at the Crystal Spring 
earth Learning Center, as one of more than 
200 student volunteers working throughout 
the local towns. 

As a guest and visitor in this country, 
when I showed up to the chapel for “Out 
of the Ashes, into Community: A Service 
of Remembrance and Hope,” I had arrived 
with an open heart, hoping and longing 
to be moved, to perhaps feel more con-
nected to 9/11.

The featured speaker, Cindy McGinty, one 
of the inspirations for the 9/11 National Day 
of Service and Remembrance and co-found-
er of My Good Deed, helped make that con-
nection for me. She lost her husband during 
the terrorist attacks in New York. She shared 
her story and how acts of service, both 
given and received, changed her life. “Just 
by helping someone, you find that you get 
more than you give,” she said. As someone 
committed to the lifestyle of service, I felt 
the most connected to her when she said, 
“Look at people who serve and you’ll see 
content people who love what they do.”

At Crystal Spring, which is dedicated to 
developing a sustainable way of life that 
honors the interconnectedness of all things, 
I thought about her words as I worked 
side by side with other Wheaton students, 
pulling weeds by hand from a stream to 
clear the water’s path. It was amazing to 
immediately notice the difference we made 
in the garden, and even more amazing how 
satisfying a simple act like clearing a stream 
could feel.

Tragedies happen every day, in big and 
small ways, and they’re just going to keep 
on coming. That’s life. But, it is what we do 
in response to these tragedies that makes 
all the difference. By reaching out, in my 
own small way, I felt like this year, finally, 
I was able to truly connect with and honor 
those affected by 9/11, with a small act of 

service and a quiet moment in 
their name.

Nathania “Tanya” Aritao ’12 
is a preceptor, co-captain of 
the Wheaton College Dance 
Company, manager of TRYBE, 
head of the Dance Collective’s 
outreach committee, manag-
ing editor of Wheaton Her 
Campus online magazine, a 
Davis United World College 
Scholar, and president and ex-
ecutive director of the Buhay 
Makulay Children’s Project, 
Inc., in the Philippines. Q
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My gift.
My way.
Deborah Haigh Dluhy ’62 
Dean emerita of the School of the Museum of Fine 
Arts; retired deputy director of the Boston Museum 
of Fine Arts 

2008 Fellow, National Association of Schools of Art 
and Design; School of the Museum of Fine Arts 2010 
Medal Award recipient 

Trustee at Wheaton and Maine College of Art 

“Wheaton was always there for me; now it’s my turn 

to be there for Wheaton. Beginning in my freshman 

year and continuing throughout my professional 

life, Wheaton faculty and staff encouraged me. They 

became the mentors who introduced me to my life’s 

work in the arts and directly assisted me as I applied 

to graduate school and sought my first job. My high 

regard for the value of my Wheaton education has 

grown over time and kept me involved—working 

with the Alumnae/i Association, my class, and, most 

recently, with the Board of Trustees. I know how 

important it is to build the college’s endowment, 

especially resources for scholarships. That’s why I 

have designated funds for scholarships through my 

estate plan. I want to enable future generations to 

experience the quality education and the powerful, 

supportive community that so defines Wheaton. I 

hope that my gift will help make a difference in the 

lives of others.”

Your gift. Your way.
Learn how you can give for the future right now.  
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or 
online at wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning
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Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 www.wheatoncollege.edu

Be the one they 
count on.
Ruth “Hood” Swanton ’80 
Biostatistician in the pharmaceutical industry

Owner of Ruth Swanton Consulting, LLC

Mentor, volunteer 

Wheaton Fund supporter

Knows what counts: “In 2008, after my husband, 
Dave, died and I was laid off from a 

biopharmaceutical company, I started my own business. I 
help researchers provide evidence that a drug (or device) is 
effective and safe during clinical trials. I also help develop 
protocols and conduct statistical analysis. By working for myself 
I can control my time and be more involved in my 9-year-old 
daughter’s life.”

Values support: “My life began a second time at 
Wheaton. I found my voice, learned to listen to myself  

and follow my passion for research and creative writing, thanks 
to my professors. One of them pointed out that each of us has 
power through knowledge and that we need to use it.”

Believes in multiplying good: “When I went to Wheaton, 
I received a scholarship. Now, I am able to contribute to 

the education of the next generation through the Wheaton 
Fund. Each of us who has been able to find our passion and 
live a fruitful life needs to give back. It is important that we view 
ourselves as a small part of a larger whole.”

Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Support Wheaton
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