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Creating 
community  
and connection 
This summer marks a major milestone for 
me—the completion of my first four years as 
president of the college and a member of the 
local community. The experience has been 
incredible. Wheaton is an exceptional liberal arts 
college that draws students from around the 
world for a first-class education. The college 
is extremely fortunate to be part of the larger 
community of Norton, Mansfield, Attleboro and 
the other nearby municipalities that make our 
region a great place to live and work. 

Since I arrived at Wheaton in 2014, the college 
and local business, nonprofit and municipal 
leaders have strengthened partnerships and 
found new ways to collaborate. This report 
reflects the many successes that we have had 
together in the past year, and it looks ahead at 
some of the new projects that the college and 
community will work on in the coming year.  

I’m looking forward to celebrating more 
successes with you and all of Wheaton’s 
community partners. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis M. Hanno  
President 
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Broad 
and deep 
connections 
to the 
community
It’s hard to summarize all the ways in which Wheaton 
participates in, benefits from, and enriches life in 
southeastern Massachusetts. 

Wheaton is…

a taxpayer, contributing more than $715,000 annually in property taxes and other fees. 

an employer with more than 500 employees, more than half of whom live within a half-hour of campus. 

a business that purchases more than $2.7 million annually in goods and services from Bristol County businesses. 

a partner to community organizations and a source for ideas and expertise on a wide range of topics and interests.

a community of volunteers, contributing more than 2,600 hours of community service power to local nonprofit and municipal organizations every year. 

a center for cultural activity, hosting arts exhibitions, performances and celebrated authors and intellectuals from around the world, all available free of charge.
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Wheaton is proud of its 
hometown, and the college is 
working with town officials and 
residents on plans to enhance 
Norton Center for the long-term. 
The college is an active participant 
and full supporter of the Norton 
Village Center Vision Plan, which 
seeks to facilitate sustainable 
economic development, 
connectivity, and access for the 
center of town that lies within 
a 10-minute walking radius of 
the town green. Details on the 
planning effort can be found at 
nortonmavillage.com.

FYI



6

Community Events
The third Annual Battle of East Main 
Street, a softball game and picnic for 
Wheaton and Norton police and fire 
department and municipal employees, 
on Tuesday, July 24, 2018. 

Concert Under the Stars, featuring 
the college’s Great Woods Symphony 
Orchestra performing in the President’s 
Garden at Wheaton on  
Friday, July 20, 2018.

Solar Eclipse Viewing Party, hosted  
at the Wheaton College observatory  
on Monday, Aug. 21, 2017. 

Annual Conference for the 
Massachusetts Association of Women  
in Law Enforcement, hosted on Oct. 
9-10, 2017.

WheaLead, a workshop for high school 
students led by President Dennis M. 
Hanno, on Friday, Nov. 3, 2017.

Community Pancake Breakfast, a gath-
ering for members of the community,  
on Saturday, April 14, 2018.

Regional College Fair, featuring 136 
colleges and universities and attracting 
500 local high school students to the 
Haas Athletic Center, on Wednesday,  
May 23, 2018.

Improving the 
world through 
education 
Wheaton’s mission begins with students, but it also includes 
the communities of southeastern Massachusetts that the 
college calls home. We are about developing innovative 
solutions to big challenges, here and around the globe.

The essence of Wheaton is energy, ideas and expertise—of 
staff members, faculty and students—focused on learning 
and doing. The campus serves as the hub for this activity, 
but our educational programs extend into the community 
through mutually beneficial relationships with local 
municipalities, nonprofit organizations and businesses.

Community Partners
• Attleboro Area Interfaith Collaborative 
• Attleboro Arts Museum
• Attleboro YMCA 
• Crystal Spring Farm
• H.U.G.S. Foxboro
• NICE (Norton Institute for Continuing 

Education)
• Norton Public Schools 
• Norton Senior Center
• Rhode Island Community Food Bank
• The Salvation Army
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Academic work 
that benefits 
the community 
Wheaton emphasizes active learning. That often means getting out of the 
classroom and putting ideas into action. Wheaton students and faculty 
work with many community organizations and businesses.

In February, the Attleboro Art Museum opened an exhibition made 
possible thanks to work conducted by a Wheaton class. Titled “The 
Provenance Project,” the show presented 17 objects owned by the 
museum for which students researched its origin and its journey to the 
museum—from a Rembrandt painting to a Civil War first aid kit. 



9

Each item from the Attleboro collection 
was also paired in the exhibition with 
a Wheaton object, also researched by 
students—providing exposure to the 
college’s impressive collection, which 
features more than 7,000 objects.

Museum Executive Director and Chief 
Curator Mim Brooks Fawcett called 
the provenance project “an incredible 
opportunity” and commended students 
on their hard work, noting that “prove-
nance research is not easy.”

Scholars in the community
Instructor of Business Kenneth Bray oversees student teams who provide free 
consulting on organizational management and marketing to local businesses and 
nonprofit organizations. 

Professor of Music Delvyn Case leads the Great Woods Symphony Orchestra, a 
70-member-plus ensemble that combines Wheaton students with members of the 
local community. 

Professor of History Anni Cecil operates the Military Life Memories project 
(militarylifememories.org), which collects the stories of U.S. military veterans and 
their families in an online space. 

Associate Professor of Sociology Karen McCormack is assisting the Taunton 
Housing Authority in conducting multi-year evaluation of programs offered by the 
agency, as well as collaborating with the Norton Senior Center and Council on Aging.

Professor of Biology Bob Morris partners with the Mass Music and Arts Society 
to present the summer series, Family Science Night, which continues through 
September 2018. 

Faculty in the Wheaton Education Department partner with local public and 
private schools on student teaching placements, grant-writing projects, profes-
sional development programs and research on pedagogical practice.

“I think these folks must dream about 
those pieces, because they have 
tunneled through time and space and 
they have uncovered things that we 
here at the museum did not know about,” 
Brooks Fawcett said of the students. 

“They have named names, they have told 
stories. They have really gotten into why 
a piece is now here in Attleboro’s vault.” 

The Wheaton class was led by Assistant 
Professor of Museum Studies Leah 
Niederstadt, who has collaborated on 
numerous projects with the Attleboro 
museum over the past five years.
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Building on a successful 
partnership
Wheaton recently received a grant to 
fund an Americorps VISTA volunteer 
to strengthen and expand leadership 
development programs run by the 
Attleboro YMCA for middle school and 
high school girls. 

The grant award, from Campus Compact 
of Southern New England, is the latest 
outgrowth of Wheaton’s long-standing 
partnership with the YMCA, as well as its 
involvement with the programs Women 
on the Rise, Reach & Rise and the 
Student Leadership Collaborative. 

The year-long award will fund a full-time 
staff member at Wheaton whose work 
will be focused on helping the YMCA and 
its community partners further develop 
these programs. In particular, the 
VISTA volunteer will work on developing 
assessment strategies to measure 
the effectiveness of the programs and 
recruiting more college students from 
Wheaton and other area colleges to 
serve as mentors for the girls partici-
pating in the program. 

Reaching out to 
share education  
Wheaton students contribute to strengthening our communities. Last year, they 
spent more than 2,600 hours  performing community service, tutoring students 
in local schools, sponsoring programs at the local public library, mentoring young 
athletes and assisting numerous other local nonprofit agencies. They also raised 
more than $17,000 for local schools, community organizations and charitable causes. 

Student power 
Wheaton’s nationally ranked 
synchronized swimming team works 
with the Attleboro YMCA Lyonfish 
Synchronettes team and hosts a weekly 
practice for the group at the college’s 
pool. 

Several Wheaton athletics teams—field 
hockey, men’s lacrosse and men’s 
and women’s tennis—work with local 
children facing serious and chronic illness, 
as members of the national nonprofit, 
Team IMPACT.

The Education Club sponsors a weekly 
reading hour at the Norton Public 
Library during the school year and 
organizes campus tours for fifth graders 

The Wheaton chapter of Best Buds 
provides volunteer service and 
programming for local residents with 
physical and intellectual disabilities.

The Wheaton Tutor Outreach Program 
provides tutoring for students from 
preschool through high school on a 
wide range of subjects, from reading 
to science and math, in Norton and 
Taunton. 

Students working with President Dennis 
M. Hanno participated in the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance program, 
helping local senior citizens to complete 
their federal and state tax returns.
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Student athletes 
work on landscaping 
at Bristol Commons, 
a community 
managed by the 
Taunton Housing 
Authority.

Students celebrate 
Earth Day by 
setting off to clean 
up properties 
managed by the 
Land Preservation 
Society of Norton.

Wheaton 
volunteers gather 
to help organize and 
package supplies for 
Norton’s Cupboard 
of Kindness food 
pantry.

Members of the 
Wheaton Tutor 
Outreach Program 
lead a kindergarten 
classroom activity.
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New to the neighborhood
Work is now underway on a new 
residence hall that will accommodate 
Wheaton’s growing student popu-
lation as well as support the college’s 
continuing efforts to create community 
on campus.

The new residence hall will be about 
45,000 square feet, with a 178-bed 
capacity, and located near Pine Street, 
adjacent to a complex of other residence 
halls. The target completion date is July 
2019, with an opening planned for the fall 
2019 semester.

Green 
developments 
on campus

The college’s commitment to sustain-
ability has been a driving force in the 
design of the new residence hall, which 
will be constructed to meet Passive 
House standards. Passive House is a 
rigorous, voluntary standard for energy 
efficiency that reduces a building’s 
ecological footprint.

Brian Douglas, executive vice president 
for finance and administration, notes 
that Wheaton’s building will be the first 
large-scale college residence hall in New 
England to meet the Passive House 
standard.

The new building will provide much-
needed living space for the expanding 
Wheaton community. More than 95 
percent of Wheaton’s 1,700 students 
live on campus in 18 residence halls or 
in theme houses. The last dorm built on 
campus was Beard Hall in 2002.

Building green
The college has completed two other 
building projects in recent years that met 
stringent environmental regulations. The 
Mars Center for Science and Technology, 
which opened in 2009, and the 2015 
renovation of Chase Dining Hall both 
earned LEED certification from the U.S. 
Green Building Council.
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In the past two years, the college 
installed a 10-acre solar farm 
and rooftop solar arrays on 
two campus buildings that can 
generate enough electricity 
to power 450 homes. The 
environmental impact of this 
green energy is the equivalent of 
planting 60,000 trees or taking 
500 cars off the road. In addition, 
solar collectors also heat the 
college’s pool.

FYI
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About Wheaton

Wheaton at a glance
1,700 students from  
40 states and 71 countries 

61% female; 39% male

23% U.S. students of color

19% first-generation  
college students

10% international students

100+ academic majors and 
minors, plus the option to design 
an individual course of study

95 study abroad programs  
in 45 countries 

100+ student clubs and 
organizations 

21 NCAA Division III men’s  
and women’s sports teams



Wheaton College holds dozens 
of public lectures, art exhibitions 
and music performances each 
semester, and the vast majority 
are free and open to the public. 
You can learn about them all at 
wheatoncollege.edu/calendar.

FYI

What others say  
about Wheaton

Times Higher Education/Wall Street Journal 
ranks Wheaton among the top 50 liberal 
arts colleges (43rd) in the United States

Princeton Review includes Wheaton in its 
Best 384 Colleges: 2019 Edition, the 
2019 Best Colleges in the Northeast and 
Colleges that Pay You Back: The 200 
Schools That Give You The Best Bang for 
Your Tuition Buck

U.S. News and World Report ranks Wheaton 
#76 among all liberal arts colleges and 
#47 on institutions recommended by high 
school college counselors as offering the 
best undergraduate education.

Six months after graduation, 
Wheaton alumni find many 
ways to spell success:

Data based on a knowledge rate of 72% 
for the classes of 2014–2017

98%
Success rate

72%
Employed

16%
Graduate or 
professional school

3%
Volunteer and 
national service
(AmeriCorps, City Year, etc.)

3%
Fellowships 
(Fulbright, Watson, etc.)

4%
Internships



wheatoncollege.edu


