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Two of my favorite 
college-community 
events take place 
during the summer. 
Early in July, we hold the annual Battle of 
East Main Street softball game in which 
college staff and faculty (and maybe a 
student or two) compete against Norton 
police and firefighters. The competition is 
spirited in the best way: It’s a celebration of 
our successful partnership.

And then there’s the Symphony Under the 
Stars, which is always such a relaxing and 
enjoyable event. The concert features 
the Great Woods Symphony Orchestra, a 
talented group of our students and local 
community members conducted by 
Associate Professor of Music Delvyn Case, 
playing on the back lawn of the Wheaton 
Presidents’ House. Hundreds of local 
residents and Wheaton faculty and staff fill 
the lawn and gardens for an evening of music 
and friendship. 

Events like these exemplify the incredible 
talents, deep connections and strong 
partnerships that exist in this community. 
Wheaton enjoys so many positive and 
productive collaborations with the town of 
Norton and other local municipalities, with 
the region’s nonprofit organizations, and 
with the business community. The college is 
strengthened by these relationships, as are 
our neighbors. This report captures some 
of the many ways in which Wheaton and the 
community are working together for mutual 
benefit. 

We look forward to a new year and new 
opportunities to collaborate in ways that 
strengthen our shared community. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis M. Hanno 
President
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The Wheaton College campus sits at the center of Norton, and the institution is deeply 
engaged with communities throughout southeastern Massachusetts. The college is: 

• A taxpayer, contributing more than $950,000 annually in property taxes and other fees. 
• An employer with more than 500 employees, more than half of whom live within a half-hour of campus. 
• A business that spends more than $3 million annually on goods and services from Bristol County businesses. 
• A partner to community organizations and a source for ideas and expertise on a wide range of topics and interests.
• A community of volunteers, contributing thousands of hours of community service power to local nonprofit and 

municipal organizations every year. 
• A center for cultural activity, hosting art exhibitions, performances and celebrated authors and intellectuals  

from around the world, all available free of charge.

Broad and deep 
connections to 
the community

2



Recognized for excellence
The Tri-Town Chamber of Commerce awarded the college its Excellence in Business  
Award this year for innovative practices that benefit the economic development of the 
communities of Foxborough, Mansfield and Norton. 

In presenting the award, Chamber representatives said: “Known for excellence and 
innovation in higher education, Wheaton has distinguished itself within the Chamber as a 
member who has consistently and positively impacted the economic climate in the Tri-Town 
Region. As a major employer, educational resource, and destination that brings tens of 
thousands of visitors to the area each year, Wheaton’s economic ‘ripple effect’ is undeniable.

“Under the leadership of President Dennis Hanno, the college has made it a priority to 
remain a community partner with the Town of Norton, providing a variety of resources 
and support to local charities. President Hanno and his team have strategically woven the 
surrounding communities and businesses into the Wheaton experience for students and 
parents alike, making the college a valued neighbor and contributor.

“For these reasons, the Economic Development Committee choose to unanimously 
recognize Wheaton College and its leaders with this award and thank them for choosing  
to be a member of the Tri-Town Chamber of Commerce.”
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Community 
impact 
Roughly 600 staff, faculty and students volunteered more than 2,800 hours in 
the community, with more than 20 different community-based organizations. 
Students, staff and faculty also raised more than $10,000 for organizations such 
as the Land Preservation Society of Norton, Norton High School, Head Start, 
American Cancer Society and various disaster relief funds.



Our partners
• Attleboro Arts Museum
• Attleboro YMCA 
• Crystal Spring Earth  

Learning Center
• Attleboro Area Interfaith 

Collaborative
• Head Start Norton
• Land Preservation Society  

of Norton
• New Hope, Inc.
• Norton Institute for Continuing 

Education (N.I.C.E.)
• Norton Police and Fire
• Norton Public Schools
• Norton VFW
• Red Cross Food Pantry
• Sojourner House
• Taunton Housing Authority

Recent events
Symphony Under the Stars, featuring the 
college’s Great Woods Symphony Orchestra 
performing in the President’s Garden at 
Wheaton on Thursday, August 8, 2019.

The fourth annual Battle of East Main Street,  
a softball game and picnic for Wheaton and 
Norton police, fire department and municipal 
employees on Tuesday, July 9, 2019. 

WheaLead, a workshop for high school 
students led by President Dennis M. Hanno, 
on Friday, Nov. 9, 2018.

Free matinée performance of “Much Ado 
About Nothing,” scheduled for local school 
districts, on Wednesday, Nov. 24, 2018.

Community Pancake Breakfast, a gathering 
for members of the community, on Saturday, 
March 23, 2019.

Regional College Fair, featuring 136 colleges 
and universities and attracting 500 local high 
school students to the Haas Athletic Center, 
on Wednesday, May 23, 2019.
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Teaching 
math on the 
basketball 
court 
Mikayla Pucci ’21 combined her interests in math, teaching and 
basketball to help Norton seventh graders appreciate the real-world 
application of mathematics.
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The Wheaton College women’s basketball 
team hosted its first Math Madness 
competition in January, welcoming 185 
seventh-grade students from Norton 
Middle School to watch the team face off 
against Pine Manor College and test their 
math knowledge. The outing included 
lunch—pizza in the Beard Fieldhouse—
and a chance to talk with the team after 
the game.

The sophomore forward put together an eight-page 
workbook filled with math problems directly  related to the 
sport and the game the local students attended—from 
tracking players’ points and calculating averages to solving 
geometry problems related to the dimensions of the 
basketball court. Along with the workbook, each student 
received a mechanical pencil from the Wheaton Summit for 
Women in STEM.

“It was so much fun,” said Pucci, who hopes to teach high 
school math and coach basketball. “I love school, I like to 
learn, and I like planning things. I thought it was great.” 

Associate Professor of Mathematics Rachelle DeCoste,  
who consulted with Pucci on the workbook, said situating 
math in a real-world context helps to make the subject  
more relevant to students and can be inspiring. “I think 
giving students a fun experience with math beyond the 
classroom is valuable because it shows them that math  
isn’t just solving abstract equations with no relationship  
to the world,” she said.

The Norton Middle School students responded to the 
outing very positively. “Our students are excited to be 
here,” said Ron Goldstein, assistant principal of the middle 
school. “The workbook maps to the curriculum standards for 
seventh grade for the most part. Some of the questions are 
more on the eighth grade standard, which is great because it 
challenges the students a little bit.”

After the game (which Wheaton won 76 to 41), Pucci  
walked the seventh graders through the formula for finding 
the area of a circle, with students scribbling notes in their 
workbook as she encouraged them to share what they 
already knew about the problem. Later on, she reflected on 
the experience.

“I think there are a ton of parallels between teaching and 
coaching. Teaching and coaching are both about finding 
students’ strengths and improving on those and building 
off their confidence,” she said. “It’s also about finding where 
they struggle and offering other strategies for them to learn 
the material or improve their game.”



Making a 
difference 
through 
education
Wheaton College and the Attleboro YMCA are entering  
the second year of a collaboration to strengthen and expand 
leadership development programs for middle school and  
high school girls. 

The college received a grant in 2018 to fund an AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer to assist with a 
trio of programs that are designed to address the social, emotional and academic needs of 
girls and young women in surrounding communities. 

Recent Wheaton graduate Caleigh Grogan served as the inaugural VISTA worker for the 
effort, collaborating with staff at the Attleboro YMCA to build on its existing Women on the 
Rise and Reach & Rise programs.  A primary focus of her efforts centered on evaluation of 
the current programs. 

“We learned a lot about what we need to do to help the program reach its full potential and 
what we think it should be,” Grogan said, noting that the ongoing surveys that she admin-
istered showed that the program had measurable impacts on students’ self-esteem and 
ability to manage stress. 

The work yielded some valuable lessons, Grogan said. One promising insight came from 
the expansion of the Reach & Rise program to serve a group of Norton Middle School 
girls, Grogan said. The group met after school once a week at Wheaton and the size of 
the gathering—seven students—helped students to develop deeper and more trusting 
relationships among themselves and the adult mentors. In addition, the team developed 
some new ideas for involving interested—and trained—Wheaton students to serve as 
volunteer mentors, which could increase the program’s capacity. 

While Grogan’s one-year appointment has concluded, the college’s collaboration with 
the YMCA will continue. Wheaton earned a continuation of the grant and a new VISTA 
volunteer—new Wheaton graduate Gracie Callaghan—will be taking over the role for a 
second year, building on the partnership to help local students.

Caleigh Grogan
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Wheaton’s Global Leaders Program 
gets started with a fun session at 

Camp Finberg in Norton.
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Working for 
community 
impact
Helping students to develop their skills as citizens and leaders drives the work of the 
college’s Center for Social Justice and Community Impact (SJCI) which coordinates 
campus involvement in community service and social justice efforts.  

Wheaton Tutor Outreach Program. More than 70 Wheaton College students volunteered for more than 700 hours in 
the Norton Public Schools, Head Start and Taunton Housing Authority through the Wheaton Tutor Outreach Program

Community of Kindness. Students and staff from the SJCI led an anti-bullying program, “Community of Kindness,” 
at the Norton Middle School. Comprising a mix of energizing activities and guided reflections on what it means to be 
kind to your peers, the mini-workshop offers an empathy-based approach to anti-bullying, especially as it relates to 
creating a safe space at Norton Middle School for students from all backgrounds. 

Alternative Winter Break. This year, 18 Wheaton students and three staff traveled to New Orleans to volunteer  
with the disaster relief organization, SBP, in response to Hurricane Katrina.

Alternative Spring Break Retreat. For the first time, SJCI staff organized a four-day service trip to address food 
insecurity in Western Massachusetts. Students learned through assigned readings, documentaries on poverty and 
food insecurity, a simulation to experience what it’s like to live on a SNAP benefit budget, and service with a soup 
kitchen, food bank and a new food pantry at Springfield College. 

Hungry Lyons, WHISK, and Attleboro Food ‘n Friends Soup Kitchen with Attleboro Area Interfaith Collaborative 
and Wheaton Aramark: Hungry Lyons is a theme house focused on relieving food insecurity. WHISK seeks to  
practice and educate around cooking. With Aramark, the two student organizations partnered together for the  
first time to prepare meals for the Attleboro Food ‘n Friends Soup Kitchen three times this past year, feeding more 
than 150 clients.

Norton Spring Cleanup: Norton Selectmen, the town’s highway department, Wheaton College and Bog Iron Brewing 
hosted this year’s Norton Spring Cleanup, collecting more than 200 bags of trash with over 100 volunteers. Wheaton 
hosted light refreshments during registration and Bog Iron hosted a post-cleanup cookout.

Wheaton College Give & Go Community Yard Sale: SJCI partnered closely with student theme houses focused 
on environmental sustainability to organize the sale. Land Preservation Society (LPS) and Norton High School (NHS) 
also sent a few volunteers. All proceeds will be shared with LPS, NHS, Norton Parks and Recreaction Department, and 
student organizations.

Halloween Parade: The Lymin’ Lyons, student athletes, and other student volunteers participated in the Norton 
Halloween Parade this year.

VFW Haunted Hayride Fundraiser: Wheaton students volunteered to help raise money for the Gold Star Committee 
and the VFW.

Head Start Holiday Party: Horizon Beverages donated $1,000 to Wheaton for the Head Start Holiday Party. Wheaton 
staff, faculty and students helped to collect donations for more than 40 children from Head Start that were distributed 
at the annual party. 
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Social impact 
Wheaton promotes positive change through education—programs that 
help students put their ideas and energy into action. These programs include 
partnerships with start-up incubators in Boston and Providence, international 
nonprofit organizations and campus-based programs. The emphasis on fostering 
constructive innovation extends beyond Wheaton students, reaching out to high 
school students in our area and around the world. 

Through the Discover@Wheaton summer seminars, high school students can 
attend the Global Leadership Development (GLD) program, which teaches 
students how to transform ideas into an actionable plan. The program is taught 
by Wheaton President Dennis M. Hanno, who has developed the curriculum over 
nearly 20 years of teaching this subject to students around the world.  

As noted in Times Higher Education’s 
2019 University Impact Rankings
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This summer Norton High School 
senior Laurel P. won first place in 
GLD’s “Rocket Pitch Competition,” 
competing against seven finalists 
from six different countries! 

Wheaton College President Dennis Hanno 
has been leading workshops on leadership 
and social entrepreneurship around 
the world for nearly 20 years. In April, he 
presented a one-day version of the seminar 
to students at Norton High School. 

Wheaton faculty and students run a 
one-day WheaLead forum on leadership 
and social entrepreneurship that draws 
participants from high schools in eastern 
Massachusetts and around New England. 

Pioneering Professorship
Wheaton takes a big step forward in social innovation this 
year by welcoming a professor of social entrepreneurship.

The college’s appointment of Imran G. Chowdhury, a 
distinguished scholar on social innovation, makes Wheaton 
one of the few liberal arts colleges nationwide, and the first 
in the Northeast, to establish an endowed chair in social 
entrepreneurship.

Chowdhury joined Wheaton’s faculty at the start of the 
2019–20 academic year with the charge of integrating the 
college’s social entrepreneurship programs with its liberal 
arts and sciences curriculum. The appointment is made 
possible by an endowment established through the support 
of the Diana Davis Spencer Foundation.

“We are thrilled that Professor Chowdhury will be leading  
our efforts to expand and strengthen Wheaton’s emphasis  
on addressing critical social issues through our programs  
in social entrepreneurship,” said Wheaton President Dennis 
M. Hanno. 

At Wheaton, Chowdhury will develop course offerings on 
topics in social entrepreneurship, strategic management and 
international management that complement the college’s 
growing array of programs—from partnerships with external 
organizations to a semester-long bootcamp for social 
entrepreneurs and a dedicated center for social entrepre-
neurship— that help students build their skills and refine 
ideas for social innovation ventures. 

Regional 
outreach

From 
ideas to 
action

Norton 
High 
Pride



Times Higher Education/Wall Street Journal 

ranks Wheaton (47th) among the top 50 liberal 

arts colleges in the United States

What others say  
about Wheaton
Princeton Review includes Wheaton  
in its Best 385 Colleges 2020 Edition; 
the 2020 Best Colleges in the 
Northeast; 2020 Best Colleges for  
Lots of Race/Class Interaction ; 2020 
Best Science Lab Facilities; and The 
Top 200 Best Value Colleges.

U.S. News and World Report ranks 
Wheaton #82 among all liberal arts 
colleges and lists it among the nation’s 
“best value” liberal arts colleges and 
as a top college in making the most 
impact and promoting “social mobility.”

Forbes magazine includes Wheaton  
on its 2019 list of America’s Best  
Value Colleges.


