
Wheaton’s Green Culture in Action
In 2016, two dozen filtered water bubblers were deployed 
across campus with support from SGA—thanks to students 
from Professor Richardson’s “Business and Management 
Responsibility” course. They evaluated a range of possible 
campus sustainability initiatives as part of their coursework. 
More than 720,000 bottles have been saved since inception. 
As a safe, clean and healthy alternative to soda machines, 
the water bubblers also save money for campus community 
members.

Students in the ECCO (Environmentally Conscious Community 
Oriented) House run a campus-wide composting program and 
host conversations about environmental conservation. Each 
semester, students from the Hungry Lyons theme house, 
which is  focused on food security, measure food waste at the  
dining halls to promote better practices.

Over 18 months, Wheaton retrofitted more than 4,000 fixtures 
with high efficiency LED lighting—an action that not only 
conserved energy but produced an estimated $100,000 in 
annual savings.

At Wheaton’s student-run community garden, WheaFarm, 
students get their hands dirty, growing all types of fruits, 
vegetables and herbs—while operating under a larger mission 

Commitment 
to Sustainability

of promoting food justice and sustainability. Using only organic 
and sustainable methods, the student-led initiative often 
partners with local schools and community organizations.

A total output of 1.65MW is produced by the 10-acre solar 
farm on Wheaton’s Clapp Street parcel and solar arrays on the 
Science Center and Haas Athletic Center. Wheaton’s solar 
farm  is one of three projects that provide electricity sufficient 
to power 450 homes and with the equivalence, in terms of 
environmental impact, to planting 60,000 trees, preserving 
2,200 acres of forest and taking 500 cars off the road.

Former EPA Administrator and New Jersey Governor Christine 
Todd Whitman 
’68  recently visited 
campus to talk with 
students about the 
intersection of politics 
and the environment. 

Wheaton  
implemented  
single-stream  
recycling in spring 
2015, and the  
program is still going  
strong.

At Wheaton, a commitment to sustainability helps to guide everything we do—
shaping our curricula, clean energy practices and way of life.

A water faucet 
that keeps 
count of the 
plastic bottles 
avoided

A water faucet that keeps count of the plastic 
bottles avoided.



Wheaton Dining
Chase Dining Hall
The building earned honors from the U.S. Green Building  
Council as a LEED gold certified facility in 2016, based on the 
energy efficiency measures built into the design, its use of 
recycled materials and the “green” construction practices  
employed during the project, which included:

• 18% less energy used post-renovation

• Recycling of 95% of construction debris during the  
  renovation

• Energy-efficient windows

• Specialized roofing and air ventilation systems

• High-efficiency bathroom hand dryers

• LED lighting throughout

• Vinyl flooring made largely with natural and recycled  
  materials

Sustainable food sourcing and waste management

• Sustainable seafood fished or farmed in ways that 
  lessen environmental impact and address social issues  
  affecting workers

• Hood Eco Café in the Balfour-Hood Campus Center  
  focuses on organic and locally sourced food

• Dining recycles all cans, bottles and cardboard

• All pre- and post-food waste sent to a local pig farm

• Fryer oil is converted to biodiesel fuel

• Comprehensive waste tracking system

• Dining offers reusable mug and to-go containers

Recycling and Efficiency
In fiscal year 2017, the college recycled 13 tons of metal, 131 
tons of concrete, 36 tons of wood and 80 tons commingled. 
This saved 25 barrels of oil, 209 trees, 85,948 gallons of water, 
49,000 kW of energy and 3,000 pounds of CO2.

Additional numbers:

• 30% recycled content copy paper is default type and  
  led to $20,000 in savings in cost annually

• Old Science Center lab abatement projects resulted  
  in recycling of 4.52 tons of brass, .23 tons of faucets,  
  .019 tons of copper, .029 tons of aluminum, and .934  
  tons of other stainless solids

Recycling initiatives:
• Joined regional waste water authority to improve  
  watershed quality and reduce operating costs

• When replacing furnishings, useful pieces are sent  
  through international recycling network to be reused in  
  developing countries abroad.

• Additional recycling efforts include: antifreeze, oil,  
  phones, information technology equipment, paint, inks  
  and cartridges, furniture, batteries, grounds yard waste,  
  fluorescent tubes, LED lamps, mixed electronics, general  
  commingled paper, cardboard, glass, bottles, cans

Energy efficiency initiatives:

• Adopted LED lighting as the standard for new and  
  replacement lighting on campus; replaced over 4,000  
  lighting fixtures with LED fixtures since 2015

• Irrigation systems and boilers use wells, not town water

• All laundry equipment are high-efficiency units, saving  
  thousands of gallons of water a year

• Converted central heating plant to natural gas to reduce  
  carbon emissions

Chase Dining Hall



Mars Center for Science and Technology 
LEED gold certification
The U.S. Green Building Council has established nationally  
recognized standards for the design, construction and  
operation of buildings that meet the highest green building and 
performance measures. Known as LEED (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design), the standards approach the issue 
of sustainable design in a comprehensive way. LEED measures 
buildings in five key areas of human and environmental health:

• sustainable site development

• water savings

• energy efficiency

• materials selection

• indoor environmental quality

The LEED rating systems have been developed by volunteer 
committees composed of a diverse group of practitioners 
and experts representing a cross-section of the building and 

The brim shades the building 
in summer when the sun is 
high and lets in the warmth 
when it is low in the wnter

As warm air leaves the 
building, it begins to warm the 
cool air coming in

As warm air leaves the building, 
it begins to warm the cool air coming in

The brim shades the 
building in summer when 
the sun is high and lets in 
the warmth when it is low 
in the winter

Bioretention basins to 
control quantity and quality 
of stormwater runoff

1,300-square-foot 
“green” roof

The Mars Center for Science and Technology was designed to achieve prestigous LEED 
silver certification and actually earned gold certification from the U.S. Green Building 
Council. Features of the sustainable design and construction include:

construction industry. The system relies on technical advisory 
groups to ensure scientific consistency and rigor as well as 
opportunities for interested parties to comment and review on 
the standards.

The Mars Center for Science and Technology was designed, 
from its inception, to earn LEED certification. In fact, the build-
ing attained LEED’s gold certification rating. Some features 
include:

• Drought-tolerant plants to conserve water

• Glass walls for natural light

• Night sky-compliant lighting that shines downward to  
  reduce light pollution

• Motion-sensor lighting indoors for energy conservation

• Use of replenishable wood throughout the building

• Vinyl tile floors made of recycled material

• Carbon dioxide sensors to monitor air quality

• Energy recovery wheels in the air-handling units to  
  reduce heating and cooling loads



Work is now underway on a new residence hall that will accom-
modate Wheaton’s growing student population as well as support 
the college’s continuing efforts to create community on campus.

The new residence hall will be about 45,000 square feet, with 
a 178-bed capacity, and located near Pine Street, adjacent to a 
complex of other residence halls. The target completion date is 
July 2019, with an opening planned for the fall 2019 semester.

The college’s commitment to sustainability has been a driving 
force in the design of the new residence hall, which will be 
constructed to meet Passive House standards. Passive House is a 
rigorous, voluntary standard for energy efficiency that reduces a 
building’s ecological footprint.

New Passive House 
Residence Hall

Brian Douglas, executive vice president for finance and adminis-
tration, notes that Wheaton’s building will be the first large-scale 
college residence hall in New England to meet the Passive House 
standard.

The new building will provide much-needed living space for 
the expanding Wheaton community. More than 95 percent of 
Wheaton’s 1,750 students live on campus in 18 residence halls or 
in theme houses. The last dorm built on campus was Beard Hall in 
2002.
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