
The Wheaton 
Investment



Your 
education 
is an 
investment 
we make 
together.
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TOP

40
U.S. Liberal Arts College

Ranking by the Wall Street Journal  

and Times Higher Education
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A Wheaton education fits who you are: 
your interests, your talents, your goals for  
the future.

Wheaton takes the same individualized 
approach when it comes to how you pay for 
your education. You start the conversation by 
submitting the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA), College Scholarship 
Service (CSS) Profile, and other application 
materials. We’ll continue the conversation 
throughout your time here—from enrollment 
through graduation.

College is a significant investment. We under-
stand that. Wheaton dedicates a great deal of 
resources to ensure that a Wheaton education 
is within reach for talented students from 
every background—and that the experience 
will provide lifelong value.
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We invest in you

Wheaton administers more 
than $73 million in student 
financial aid annually, including 
more than $54 million in funding 
from the college directly in the 
form of scholarships, awards 
and need-based grants.

Scholarships
Wheaton’s generous scholarships (worth up 
to $40,000, renewable annually) recognize 
students for high academic achievement, 
regardless of financial need. All freshman 
candidates are considered for scholarships 
based on their application for admission. 
Scholarships include a stipend to help 
support internships.

Awards
Not selected for scholarship? Wheaton  
offers awards to students who have  
great potential to impact the Wheaton 
community in meaningful ways. Qualities 
considered in these awards include a 
student’s co-curricular accomplishments, 
impact on their communities, leadership, 
intellectual inquiry, commitment to diversity 
and inclusion, and more.

Need-based grants
The college supports students with  
need-based grants ranging from $2,000  
to $50,000. Unlike student loans, need- 
based grants do not need to be repaid. 
Students apply for funding annually  
through the financial aid application  
process. A student’s financial aid package 
may include either an award or scholarship  
as well as need-based aid.

Wheaton Edge  
internship guarantee
Every Wheaton student is guaranteed access 
to the funding necessary to complete an 
internship or other experiential learning 
opportunity before the start of their  
senior year. This funding comes in many 
different forms, but it is backed by an annual 
college investment of more than $1.2 million 
and is an important part of what we call the 
Wheaton Edge.

This program is also supported by the staff in 
the Filene Center for Academic Advising and 
Career Services, who work with every student 
from their first days on campus to build 
professional skills, develop their networks and 
find internships that teach, excite and guide 
them down their ideal career paths.
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$51.8 million 
Need-based aid  

awarded in 2018–19

$42,900
Average need-based aid  
package for Class of 2023

$9.7 million 
Merit-based aid  

awarded in 2018–19

$27,200
Average merit-based scholarship/award  

for Class of 2023

By the numbers

What is The Wheaton Edge?

The Wheaton Edge is a combination 
of academic, experiential, service and 
campus leadership opportunities that 
prepares students for success in a 
competitive global world. It includes:

• Guaranteed access to internship 
funding, plus an experiential 
requirement in your second year

• Personalized support from 
professors and staff

• Rigorous, interdisciplinary liberal 
arts and sciences curriculum

• Vibrant residential campus 
community led by students

5



“I was looking for a small 
school that would give me 
the resources and attention 
I needed to learn as much as 
possible and get connected 
to a strong network. My 
professors, advisors and the 
staff on campus bring  
a willingness to invest in 
students both academically 
and professionally.” 

–Daniel Alexandre, music major
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“I knew I needed to find a school 
that would suit my needs as 
an individual while also putting 
the financial backing into their 
students. After visiting 13 other 
colleges in New England, I knew 
Wheaton was the one. The care 
I felt from all departments and 
faculty, as well as the beautiful, 
homey feeling, really solidified 
my love for the school.” 

– Angela Hyde, creative  
writing major
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You invest in you

There are many ways to be 
active and involved in the 
Wheaton community. Run for 
student government. Create 
your own major. Collaborate on 
research with a professor. Work 
at The Lyons Den (our student-
run coffeehouse) or as a paid 
student intern. Participate in (or 
start) one of the 100+ clubs and 
activities on campus.

Campus employment
Nearly half of Wheaton’s student popu-
lation is employed on campus during the 
academic year. Students work a variety of 
jobs: barista, peer tutor, animal caretaker, 
research assistant, lifeguard, mailroom clerk 
and more. They make money to put toward 
their educational costs, but they also gain 
real-world skills and knowledge and make 
important connections—with staff, faculty 
and fellow students.

The Student Employment Program, part of 
Student Financial Services, helps students 
find jobs both on and off campus that fit 
with their interests and career goals. Those 
receiving Federal Work-Study funding as part 
of their financial aid packages typically receive 
hiring priority, although campus jobs are also 
open to non work-study applicants, including 
international students.

During the first week of fall semester,  
Student Employment hosts a job fair to 
introduce students to the many work 
opportunities around the Wheaton campus. 
Student Employment also maintains an 
online jobs board.
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46%  Percent of Wheaton 
students employed on 
campus in 2018–19

814  Number of students 
who worked on campus 
in 2018–19

55%  Percent of employed 
students who were on 
Federal Work-Study

$2,000  Average work-study 
allotment offered to 
students

Top campus employers:
Athletics

Filene Center for Academic  
Advising and Career Services

Wallace Library

Wheaton Fund

Student Activities, Involvement  
and Leadership (SAIL)
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“I believe that a rigorous liberal 
arts education will prepare 
me for public advocacy and 
the political work that I want 
to pursue in the near future. 
Wheaton offered a tight-knit 
community, generous financial 
aid and interesting classes and 
programs for both my majors.”

– Chrystal Campbell, double 
major in political science and 
African, African American, 
diaspora studies
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“Since my first semester, I have 
been a student employee in 
the Office of Student Financial 
Services. Working at SFS has 
given me opportunities to both 
earn money for school and 
learn valuable skills I can use in 
my work life after Wheaton.” 

– Ben Gagnon, political  
science major
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Our investment 
equals outcomes

Wheaton graduates have what 
employers want: expertise in 
their chosen field, knowledge 
across disciplines, an 
understanding of how subjects 
connect and intersect, and 
the ability to think critically 
and solve problems. And our 
graduates see their educational 
investment begin to pay 
dividends early on.

A sampling of first jobs for Wheaton grads

• Amazon
• Brown Brothers Harriman
• Colgate-Palmolive
• Comedy Central
• General Dynamics
• Google
• Hachette Book Group
• ING Financial Services
• Massachusetts General Hospital
• MetLife
• Microsoft
• NBC Universal Inc.
• New York City Council
• Pfizer
• Raytheon
• Sotheby’s

Data based on a knowledge rate of 72% 
for the classes of 2014–2018

97%
Success rate

72%
Employed

15%
Graduate or 
professional school

3%
Volunteer and 
national service
(AmeriCorps, City Year, etc.)

3%
Fellowships 
(Fulbright, Watson, etc.)

4%
Internships
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Start the conversation
1.  Apply for admission at wheatoncollege.edu/apply.

2.  Submit your FAFSA online at fafsa.ed.gov  
and College Scholarship Service (CSS) Profile  
at cssprofile.collegeboard.org.
Deadlines for applying for admission and need-based financial aid:

First-Year Applicants
Fall Admission options:
Early Decision 1 . . . . . . . . .November 15
Early Action . . . . . . . . . . . . .November 15
Early Decision 2 . . . . . . . . .January 15
Regular Decision . . . . . . . .January 15

Spring Admission . . . . . . .November 15

Transfer Applicants
Fall Admission . . . . . . . . . . .May 1
Spring Admission . . . . . . .November 15

3.  Have more questions? 
Contact Student Financial Services 
sfs@wheatoncollege.edu 
508-286-8232 
wheatoncollege.edu/sfs
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