
Getting 
started
A beginner’s guide  
to the college search



High  
school  
is not 
permanent.
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Wheaton College
Norton, Massachusetts





The world 
needs what you 
have to offer.
Community 
thrives on 
individuality.

Where do I belong 
in this cafeteria?

High school
the short version

College
the short version

Where do I belong 
in the world?
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It’s 
OK

To be wildly ambitious
To stay up all night working  
on a project that consumes you
To care too much
To want too much
To do too much

YOU ARE NOT A MACHINE.

To be idle
To be bored
To spend the better part  
of a day dreaming

YOU ARE NOT A MACHINE.
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No one knows 
how you feel.
Everyone has 
felt that way.
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3
red flags 

on a 
college 

tour

Everyone seems to have 
bought their clothes at 
the same store.

A high percentage 
of people walking or 
eating alone.

No posters or 
chalked sidewalks.
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No one knows 
how you feel.
Everyone has 
felt that way.

3
questions 

to ask a 
tour guide 

during a 
college visit

Who is your 
favorite professor 
and why?

How have you 
changed since you 
came here?

How do students here 
support each other 
and collaborate with 
each other?
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Your life is not 
a test score.

Listen to people who are not like you.

Listen to what’s not being said.

Listen.

3Three things 
you must be 

prepared to do 
in college.
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Question pretty much everything.

Leave yourself behind 
(but not all of yourself).

Embrace the unknown.
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If that’s the only thing a college is 
looking at, then it’s not seeing you.

Three more 
things you must 
be prepared to 
do in college.
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Sometimes it’s more important to ask a question than  
to answer it. For example: What do I want to do with my life? 

You may not have just one answer. And you very likely  
don’t have that answer today. That’s OK.

?
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People often take multiple paths in their careers (and in life). The 
key to navigating your future is to discover how your interests 
and talents fit together—and how that unique formula fits with 
what the world needs. You can be a changemaker!
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X Successful people  
are often independent thinkers 
who work for the common good.

in college and elsewhere
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When people explain why they chose to attend a certain 
college, they often say that when they visited campus, 
it just felt RIGHT. But college should also feel, in some 
significant way, wrong.

10



It should make you THRILLINGLY UNCOMFORTABLE. 
Something you see, someone you meet, should unsettle 
you. THAT’S HOW YOU KNOW YOU’RE ABOUT TO 
LEARN SOMETHING.
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Should 
college 

“change 
your life”?

College should ignite something within 
you. An idea. A purpose. A spark. 
The possibility of something yet to 
come—something that, along with 
changing you, could change the world 
for the better.
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“The only person 
you are destined to 
become is the person 
you decide to be.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
said that.
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We are connected to each other and to the world through our ideas and actions.
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We are connected to each other and to the world through our ideas and actions.

15



Continue the 
conversation.
Check us out:
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&More than 100 
majors and minors
21 NCAA Division III 
athletic teams



We are 1,750 students from 40+ 
states and 70+ countries, seeking 
authentic learning experiences and a 
chance to connect to each other and 
to the world; living on a beautiful 400-
acre campus in between Boston and 
Providence; working alongside 150 
humble, superstar-like professors, in 
classes that average 15–20 students; 
tackling an innovative curriculum 
that knocks down the walls between 
different ways of thinking; making 
use of resources like the innovative, 
eco-friendly Mars Center for Science 
and Technology and our network 
of makerspaces crammed with 
cutting-edge technology; creating 
large-scale art installations and 
entrepreneurial ventures and think 
tanks; engaging in internships and 
conducting research around the 
world; and generally doing the kind 
of work that moves this vast human 
project forward.



Majors/Minors
African, African American,  

Diaspora Studies
American Studies
Ancient Studies
Anthropology
Art History
Astronomy  

and Physics
Biochemistry
Bioinformatics
Biology
Business and Management
Chemistry
Classical Civilization
Classics
Computer Science
Creative Writing  

and Literature
Early Childhood Education
Economics
Elementary Education
English
Environmental Science
Film and New  

Media Studies
French Studies
German
German Studies
Greek
Hispanic Studies
History
International Relations
Italian Studies
Latin
Mathematics
Mathematics and Computer 

Science

Mathematics  
and Economics

Music
Neuroscience
Philosophy
Physics
Political Science
Psychology
Public Health
Public Health and 

Anthropology
Public Health and Psychology
Public Health and Sociology
Public Health Science
Religion
Russian Language  

and Literature
Russian Studies
Secondary Education
Sociology
Studio Art
Theatre and  

Dance Studies
Women’s and  

Gender Studies

Additional minors
American Music
Animal Behavior
Asian Studies
Astronomy
Dance
Development Studies
Digital Humanities
Economic Theory
Education
Environmental Studies
Ethnomusicology
International Economy
Jewish Studies

Journalism Studies
Latin American Studies
Legal Studies
Medieval and Renaissance 

Studies
Music History
Music Performance
Music Theory  

and Composition
Peace and  

Social Justice
Political Economy
Public Policy Studies
Statistics
Theatre
United States Economy
Urban Studies

Additional courses
Arabic
Chinese 
Japanese

Pre-professional  
preparation and advising
Architecture
Business Administration/

Management*
Communications*
Dentistry
Engineering*
Law
Marketing
Medicine
Optometry*
Teaching
Theology*
Veterinary Medicine

*Dual-degree programs

Baseball (M)
Basketball (W, M)
Cross Country (W, M)

Field Hockey (W)
Lacrosse (W, M)
Soccer (W, M)
Softball (W)

Swimming and  
Diving (W, M)

Synchronized  
Swimming (W)

Tennis (W, M)
Track and Field (W, M)
Volleyball (W)

NCAA Division III Athletic Teams 

Office of Admission  |  508-286-8251  |  admission@wheatoncollege.edu  |  wheatoncollege.edu

Wheaton College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, disability, national or ethnic origin, age, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation or veteran status in its admission policy, educational policies, scholarship and loan programs, 
athletic and other college-administered programs. For more information, visit wheatoncollege.edu/policies/.
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