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You’ve got 
big ideas

“This program is really inspiring, not only 
because we are trying to start our own 
business but also because of what we learn 
during the process. The participants in this 
program are some of the best students from all 
over the world, and we learn from each other.”

Wu Zedong
Hainan, China
Wants to change the world by: Ensuring every 
child receives a good fundamental education
Hobbies: Soccer, writing
Career interests: Statistics, physics 

Why wait to start putting your plans into 
action? The Global Leaders Program at 
Wheaton College brings together high 
school-age change-makers from around 
the world to learn the basics of social 
entrepreneurship at a top-rated U.S. 
college of liberal arts and sciences. 

Engage with other active students from 
across the globe during this two-week 
residential program, which includes 
a course on “Innovation and Social 
Change,” led by Wheaton President 
Dennis M. Hanno (who has taught social 
innovation and business to thousands of 
students around the world). Develop a 
business plan, and learn how to build an 
organization or initiative that can effect 
change in your community and beyond. 

•• Learn from experts in a variety 
of fields and start building your 
professional network

•• Gain insight into college life in the 
United States, and explore the rich 
culture of the Boston area

•• Discover how to choose an area of 
study and what it takes to succeed in a 
competitive classroom

•• Grow your public speaking and self-
marketing skills in a challenging and 
supportive environment

•• Become part of a connected 
community of leaders who stay in 
touch post-program

•• Earn valuable scholarships to attend 
Wheaton College



 

Program highlights

About President Hanno
Wheaton College President Dennis M. Hanno is a leader 

in higher education innovation and an expert on social 
innovation and entrepreneurship. The founder and head of 

IDEA4Africa, he has two decades 
of experience educating, 

mentoring and incubating young 
entrepreneurs who are solving 
problems and improving their 
regional economies.

Under President Hanno’s 
leadership, Wheaton has 

renewed its distinctive focus 
on experiential education in 

the liberal arts and sciences and 
launched new programs on social 

innovation, social entrepreneurship and leadership. Among 
these programs is Wheaton Innovates Now, which includes a 

semester-long seminar that helps college students develop 
and launch businesses and organizations.

President Hanno serves on the board of the Globally 
Responsible Leadership Initiative, is a commissioner of 
the New England Association of Schools and Colleges’ 
Commission on Institutions of Higher Education and plays 
an active role in the United Nations-supported Principles 
for Responsible Management Education movement. Before 
coming to Wheaton, he served in leadership positions at 
Babson College and at the Isenberg School of Management 
at the University of Massachusetts Amherst and on the 
faculty at Boston College.

President Hanno holds a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from the University of Notre Dame, a 
master’s degree in accounting from Western New England 
University, and a Ph.D. in management from the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst.

Week I: Innovation and Social Change
Take part in an exciting, life- (and 
world-) changing social innovation 
course—similar to courses President 
Hanno has taught in Rwanda and 
Ghana and to high school and college 
students on the Wheaton campus. By 
the end, you will be ready to present 
a business idea before your peers 
and a panel of judges in a final pitch 
competition.

Learn how to identify your interests 
and goals, develop an idea, gather 
support and resources and carry 
out a successful business plan. Gain 
essential skills to help you in your 
mission (and in life). Network with social 
entrepreneurs from a variety of fields 
who have successfully launched their 
own projects. Hone your presentation 
and public speaking skills. 



 

Week II: The World of Possibilities
Get an up-close look at what 
it’s like to live and study at a 
U.S. college of liberal arts and 
sciences through hands-on 
presentations and workshops 
led by Wheaton faculty and staff. 
Explore the arts, humanities and 
social and natural sciences. See 
how a liberal arts education will 
prepare you for success in the 
professional world.

Learn how to efficiently 
communicate your ideas and 
solutions in today’s networked 
age and develop your personal 
brand. Meet peers and 
professionals who will share  
their experiences, listen to your 
ideas and help you build your 
global network.

Recent program faculty
M. Thandi 

Buthelezi, 
Associate 
Professor of 

Chemistry
Molecular chemist whose work 
focuses on exploring biochemical 
properties useful in advancing 
technology, medicine and 
environmental conservation

Rachelle DeCoste, 
Associate 
Professor of 
Mathematics

Co-founder of the 
Wheaton Summit for Women in 
STEM, focused on networking, 
research and promoting women 
in science

Patrick Johnson, 
Assistant Professor 
of Filmmaking

Independent 
filmmaker who 

teaches courses in screenwriting, 
experimental filmmaking and 
documentary and mobile 
storytelling

Mark LeBlanc, 
Professor of 
Computer Science

Co-leads 
Lexomics and 

Genomics research groups—
interdisciplinary faculty-student 
teams that use innovative 
technology to explore classic 
writings and DNA

Domingo Ledezma, 
Associate Professor 
of Hispanic Studies

Teaches courses in 
Latin American and 

New World literature, culture 
and history, often incorporating 
new technologies, such as virtual 
reality.

Dipankar Maitra, 
Assistant Professor 
of Physics and 
Astronomy

NASA-funded 
researcher and frequent 
collaborator with students, who 
studies the physics around black 
holes and neutron stars

M. Gabriela Torres, 
Professor of 
Anthropology

Specializes in the 
study of violence 

and state formation; teaches 
courses in medical anthropology, 
global health and Latin American 
studies

Aubrey Westfall, 
Assistant Professor 
of Political Science

International 
relations coordinator; 

teaches courses in comparative 
and minority politics, immigration 
and citizenship and human rights



“Through this program, I learned 
valuable research and presentation 
skills, which have been immensely 
helpful in my life. In fact, for one of 
my courses at Wheaton, I was asked 
to present a business plan, much like 
I did in the program. The research 
skills I learned during the program 
I use for all of the papers I write 
in my classes at Wheaton. I also 
learned communication skills, which 
I continue to use to this day, in job 
interviews, work and the classroom.”

Lauren Chiovetta ’21
New York, USA
Wants to change the world 
by: Helping people gain reliable 
access to fresh, healthy food
Hobbies: Reading, 
cooking, music, 

sports, figure skating, film
Career interests: Film producer/
director, international business



Live with other students from around the world in 
a residence hall on Wheaton’s beautiful suburban 
campus in Norton, Massachusetts. Strategically 
located between two major metropolitan cities—
Boston, Massachusetts, and Providence, Rhode 
Island—the Wheaton campus is a perfect place to see 
and experience what a U.S. college of liberal arts and 
sciences has to offer.

Eat in one of our highly rated dining halls (with a variety 
of options, including vegan, vegetarian and allergen-
free), and enjoy lunch talks with special visitors who will 
share their expertise with you. 

You’ll do important work, but you’ll also engage in team-
building and recreational activities around campus 
(plus some impromptu activities, like late-night dance 
parties). We’ll take you on a full tour of campus—
including our virtual reality hub, makerspaces and state-
of-the-art Mars Center for Science and Technology—
and provide a sampling of off-campus life, with trips to 
other local colleges, Boston and scenic Cape Cod.

Current Wheaton students who have been identified 
as campus leaders will serve as resident advisors for 
the program, giving you a taste of what it’s truly like to 
live on a residential U.S. college campus, and providing 
guidance, support and their own unique perspectives.

Campus life
“Networking is very, very 
important—that’s something I 
acquired a lot this week, through 
talking to different people who 
started their own businesses. Even 
though I’m working on education, I 
got to talk to people who are doing 
filmmaking and working on music, 
and it really is enriching to someone 
like me, who’s venturing into 
entrepreneurship and into change-
making for the first time.”

Lobna Jbeniani
Tunis, Tunisia 

Wants to change the world 
by: Supporting gender 
equality, providing equal 
access to education
Hobbies: Biological research

Career interests: Business, 
molecular engineering

“This program gives you so much. 
It develops your skills. It helps you 
socialize with like-minded individuals. 
It helps you accept the role you have in 
your community and understand global 
issues from the perspectives of many 
different individuals.” 

Siddharth Diwan
Hyderabad, India
Wants to change the world 
by: Promoting digital and code 
literacy, supporting human rights
Hobbies: Piano, board games
Career interests: 

Astrophysics, data science



Wheaton College fast facts
• Four-year, private, secular 

college of liberal arts and 
sciences, founded in 1834

• Located in Norton, 
Massachusetts (35 miles/56 km 
from Boston, 20 miles/32 km 
from Providence, R.I.)

• 1,750 students representing 40 
U.S. states and 70+ countries

• 100+ majors and minors, 
including independent major and 
dual degree options

• 11:1 student-faculty ratio, with 
average class sizes of 15–20

Wheaton College is a global 
institution dedicated to improving 
the world by advancing knowledge 
and sharing it. The Wheaton 
community is diverse and inclusive, 
and our faculty, staff and college 
leaders are committed to academic 
exploration, personal freedom and 
the success of every student. 

Our students benefit from what we 
call The Wheaton Edge—a highly 
personalized education with an 
innovative and interdisciplinary 
curriculum, abundant opportunities 

to engage in and shape the campus 
community, and guaranteed 
access to funding for an internship, 
research position or other 
experiential learning opportunity 
that helps to prepare students for 
their future careers. 

Learn more about us at 
wheatoncollege.edu.

What others say about Wheaton
Top 50 U.S. Liberal Arts College, The Wall Street Journal/ 

Times Higher Education

Top 70 Best Value Liberal Arts College, 
U.S. News & World Report

Top 100 Best-Loved College, Forbes

Top 20 Best Science Lab Facilities, The Princeton Review

Top 15 Best Maker Spaces, Great Value Colleges

Top 25 Colleges with the Best Food, Best Value Schools


