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Time flies
And just like that, summer is over. 
How is it possible? Weren’t we 
just at Commencement Reunion 
Weekend? It seems to go by faster 
every year. 

Maybe that’s because each sum-
mer at Wheaton seems to get busi-
er with programs that are broaden-
ing the college’s reach across a wide 
range of students—starting from 
elementary school youths  
participating in Exploration 
Summer Programs to high school 
students from around the world 
taking part in the Global Leaders 
Program. (And our own Wheaton 
students were engaged in research 
with professors and other projects 
on campus, including mentoring 
future global leaders.)

The numbers from Becky 
Ebeling, director of conference 
and event services, provide a 
glimpse of how busy we were: nine 

programs brought 1,563 people to 
campus over eight weeks; 34,819 
meals were served in Chase Dining 
Hall; every residence hall was oc-
cupied at some point during the 
eight-week summer program pe-
riod, which featured everything 
from bioengineering to triathlons.

I had the pleasure of sitting in 
on a session of the Global Leaders 
Program to hear students pitch 
solutions to pressing social prob-
lems. They were poised, confident 
and imaginative in their presenta-
tions and the perfect embodiment 
of the spirit of social innovation 
that is being encouraged and sup-
ported at Wheaton, with the help 
of a historic grant from the Diana 
Davis Spencer Foundation.

This issue of the magazine  
offers a glimpse into this program 
and the many other initiatives pro-
viding students with opportunities 

to think about big challenges and 
to devise big solutions. We also 
have feature profiles on two alums 
who are engaged in innovative  
approaches in their careers.

Hold onto any remnant of sum-
mer that you can. I’m already 
wearing a sweater and getting 
ready for a full-speed-ahead fall. 
Enjoy yours.

BETWEEN THE LINES

I always enjoy Wheaton Magazine 
and was surprised to learn [in the 
spring issue] that a Wheaton grad 
was a school docent at the National 
Gallery of Art. As it happens, I’ve 
been an adult docent at the gal-
lery for over 12 years, after retiring 
(30 years) from the FDA and before 
that a career teaching French liter-
ature and language (students and 
adults). While being a docent re-
quires enormous energy and prepa-
ration, the response of my audience 
always makes it worthwhile: I do six 
different tours, from Byzantine art 
to modern/contemporary art.

—Naomi Katz Kulakow ’61

I keep meaning to write to tell 
you how much I enjoy reading the 
Bulletin [a previous name of the 
magazine]. It looks great, the arti-
cles are interesting and I feel as if 
each edition transports me to cam-
pus. Good job! 

—Adrienne Wheeler Rudge ’63

I’m a parent of a Wheaton stu-
dent, and I just wanted to tell you 
that every time your magazine ar-
rives, I am stunned at how great it 
is. When we were looking at colleg-
es, we saw a great many magazines, 
and of course I get a magazine from 
my own alma mater. None of them 
can come close to the publication 
you put out. “Talking about healthy 
masculinity” [in the summer 

issue]—what a great subject to ex-
plore. And the articles about recent 
graduates (I especially liked the one 
about the filmmaker) are always so 
much more interesting than those 
in other college magazines. The de-
sign work and photos are top notch 
as well. I suppose it helps to have a 
bunch of kooky, brilliant, imagina-
tive students, as well as an extraor-
dinary president, but still… your 
magazine just puts the others to 
shame. Every time I open it, I end 
up sending one or two of the arti-
cles to people I know. What an im-
pressive job all of you do.

—Dione Longley (mother of Lilly 
“Lee” Diamond ’21)

EDITOR

COMMENTS
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A portfolio of options
Findings from a recent survey caught my 
eye. More than 90 percent of business 
executives and hiring managers agreed 
that they preferred to hire people who 
had participated in internships or other 
forms of experiential learning during 
their college career.

The results come from a pair of sur-
veys that were commissioned by the 
Association of American Colleges and 

Universities, a na-
tional group that 
promotes the value 
of studying the liber-
al arts and sciences. 
In recent years, the 
association has con-
ducted studies that 
highlight the impor-
tance of high-impact 
educational practic-

es—courses tailored to first-year students, 
collaborative assignments and projects, di-
verse learning communities and under-
graduate research. 

The survey’s findings on the value of in-
ternships is welcome, but it is not news, 
at least not at Wheaton. Experiential 
learning has a long history at the col-
lege, stretching back to Catherine Filene 
Shouse, a member of the Class of 1918 who 
organized a vocational conference on the 

campus in 1917. That event continued an-
nually for more than three decades. In 
1986, the college established its career 
services center with the goal of making 
internships and experiential education 
central to each student’s educational ex-
perience. At the time, this was a bold, in-
novative move for a liberal arts college. 
But it was brilliant in helping students 
connect their academic passions to per-
sonal and professional goals. Wheaton’s 
commitment to combining scholarship 
and applied learning has only grown. 

Today, Wheaton promises every student 
the opportunity to participate in a fund-
ed internship, setting aside more than $1.2 
million every year to back up that guaran-
tee. That support is key. It allows students 
to pursue a good opportunity for learn-
ing, even if it is unpaid. For some students, 
those $3,000 to $5,000 stipends are essen-
tial to replace what they would otherwise 
earn at a summer job or to allow them to 
live away from home for the summer. 

The fruits of that investment are on dis-
play each fall when the college hosts the 
Internship Showcase, providing students 
with the chance to share what they have 
learned and to inspire their peers. It is 
an incredible exhibition of the breadth of 
Wheaton students’ interests and capabil-
ities—from financial investment firms to 

human service agencies, research labora-
tories to field research at sites around the 
globe. In some instances, students use the 
college’s support to pursue an indepen-
dent academic project or to further devel-
op plans for a social innovation venture 
that began through participation in one of 
our social entrepreneurship programs. 

The wide variety of choices and flexibili-
ty that Wheaton offers students in putting 
learning into action is distinctive, and it is 
part and parcel of the personal approach 
to education that is our hallmark. The 
myriad options that are available reflect 
the varied interests of students. And it’s a 
perfect match for the college’s expansive 
curriculum, which spans more than 100 
majors and minors in the liberal arts and 
sciences. The college helps to ignite the 
spark of possibility for every student. 

Wheaton’s promise—more options, more 
possibilities and more experiences for stu-
dents to develop their abilities as leaders 
and changemakers—is its power. By con-
necting students to a world of possibilities, 
the college drives social innovation and pos-
itive change. It’s an inspiring mission. 

Dennis M. Hanno, 
president

Students share their learning experiences each year during Wheaton’s Internship Showcase, which is held in Balfour-Hood Center.
KEITH NORDSTROM

@dhanno
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Major independence
Wheaton offers more than 100  
academic programs—from anthropology 
to women’s and gender studies and  
everything in between. But sometimes 
our students want even more. And the col-
lege obliges by empowering them to de-
sign their own major. Here are a few of the 
students who have shaped their educa-
tion into the perfect fit for pursuing their 
dreams. They all share the same keys to 
success: drive, patience, flexibility and 
the willingness to seek guidance and to 
collaborate with a team of supporters. 

AGRICULTURE (FOOD AND SOCIETY), 
Mackenzie Goller ’18

“I really feel connected to the land. I want to 
be on a farm, and I want to provide food for 
myself and for my community. With my major, 
there’s the food side, the science—what food 
is and where it comes from. And there’s the 
society part—what the role of farming and 
agriculture is in our world, now and in the fu-
ture. I like to tell people that I’m an agriculture 
major with a liberal arts twist.”

FILM PRODUCTION AND SOCIAL 
CHANGE, Leury Holguin ’19

“When I started my college career, I did 
not have a traditional major in mind. So, 

selecting a liberal arts college was cru-
cial in my search process. I’m not entire-
ly sure what direction I will be taking after I 

graduate. However, I believe that the skills 
I am acquiring in this interdisciplinary and 
experiential major will allow me to partic-
ipate in spaces that create visual stories 
and be part of organizations that work in  
advocacy, which is something I’d be very 
interested in. I am truly passionate about 
being an advocate to communities I am 
part of.”

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES,  
Abigail Epplett ’18 

“I wanted to create an opportunity to learn 
about the various facets of online market-
ing and e-commerce. My creative industries 
major combines classes from the depart-
ments of business, art and computer sci-
ence, along with a few classes from film and 
new media studies.”

AROUND THE  DIMPLE

Leury Holguin ’19

Read more in the magazine online.

Mackenzie Goller ’18

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

Abigail Epplett ’18



Triple take
Wheaton encourages students to figure out what they want and go 
for it. International student Ibrahim Nshimirimana ’19 certainly has 
taken that to heart. He has not one, not two, but three majors and is 
enjoying the challenge. 

Twenty-five percent of 2017 Wheaton graduates chose to pursue 
two majors, and like these students, Nshimirimana has mastered the 
art of balance while following his passions. 

In addition to studying three subjects—international relations, 
economics and French studies—Nshimirimana is an admission  
ambassador, CORE June leader and peer mentor; is a member of the 
Global Leadership Development Group; plays club soccer and danc-
es with Paraiso Latino; has served as a student representative 
on the college’s Budget and Planning Committee and as a res-
ident advisor; and even starred in the French-language stu-
dent film “Dance of the Outsiders.”

He has had two internships as an undergraduate, 
with Explo summer camps at Wheaton and at École 
Militaire in Paris, France, where he studied abroad 
both semesters his junior year.

“There are many joys that come with choosing 
three majors, like the relationships you form with 
the professors across those subjects and everyone’s 
support,” he said. “You do not have a dull moment; 
you are up to something all the time, and that is 
fun. You feel mostly purposeful; most of the time 
you feel ready for life after college, as you always 
repeat to yourself ‘I can do this.’ You appreciate 
your ‘free time.’ There is also the trust that peo-
ple put in you; some people come to you for ad-
vice, and with that comes some satisfaction.”

—Becca Manning

Ibrahim’s top three rules  
for taking on big challenges:
BE SURE ABOUT YOUR PASSION. “The beautiful thing 

is you can allow yourself to explore as much as you 
can and then maybe narrow it down afterward. Follow 
your passion, as you will always find time to do what 
you love.”

BE REALISTIC. “Be harsh when assessing what you 
can and can’t do. Understand what works for you 
and what doesn’t. If you are pursuing a liberal arts 
education then you are in great hands, because at 
the core of it is flexibility.”

USE THE SUPPORT SYSTEM AT WHEATON AND 
ELSEWHERE. “You don’t have to do it alone. 
There are professors, peer supporters, academic 
advisors, the deans, the Filene Center for career 
advice and the counseling center.”

STEW MILNE

FALL 2018 5
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Aloha, Hawaii; hey, New York
Grant funds new domestic study away
Wheaton’s study abroad pro-
gram is a treasured opportu-
nity for providing learning 
experiences off-campus in 
distant and distinctively dif-
ferent places. Now students 
have a new opportunity to 
broaden their perspectives 
while still remaining close to 
campus.

Through a $500,000 grant 
from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, the college has 
begun its first domestic 
study away program. 

So far students have 
had the chance to explore 
German and Austrian mod-
ernism in New York City 
this past summer. This fall they are being 
immersed in the music, dance and cul-
ture of Hawaii. 

The courses are the first of four that 
are being developed. The 
grant, which aims to pro-
mote the teaching and 
professional application of 
humanities, also is fund-
ing the development of 
faculty interest groups, 
on-campus courses and a 
speaker series.

“The idea behind the 
grant, and behind these 
courses, is to help our 
students in the human-
ities to be able to articu-
late to themselves and oth-
ers why having a degree in 
the humanities matters,” 
said Professor of Philosophy 
Nancy Kendrick, who is coor-
dinating the grant.

Offering study away opportunities with-
in the U.S. helps to serve Wheaton’s  di-
verse student population, Kendrick said.

“While we certainly want to encour-
age students to study abroad, some stu-
dents may not be able to or may not want to, 
and so both short-term and semester-long 

domestic programs could offer an alter-
native,” she said. “For our internation-
al students, domestic study may be more 
interesting.”

The Mellon grant is covering the de-
velopment of two short-term courses 

as well as two full-semester cours-
es, the first of which 
is titled “Hawaiian 
Expressivity in Socio-
Cultural Context” and is 
being taught this fall by 
Instructor of Music Julie 
Searles and Professor of 
Music Matthew Allen.

The Hawaii program ac-
tually consists of three 
separate courses, plus an 
independent study, spaced 
out over 12 weeks. Courses 
focus on Hawaiian music 
and dance; history, social 
structure and language; 
and critical issues on the is-
lands, such as tourism de-
velopment and the cultural 

impact of colonialism.
Associate Professor of Music Delvyn 

Case and Visiting Assistant 
Professor of German Laura 
Bohn Case taught the first 
short-term domestic study 
away course, “German and 
Austrian Modernism in New 
York City,” this past May.

“Laura and I have over-
lapping interests in mod-
ernism, particularly of the 
Austrian/German stripe,” 
Case said. “We also both em-
brace a wide variety of art 
forms in our teaching and 
research, so we are pas-
sionate about exploring the 
relevance of the visual arts, 
theater, film and dance to 
our specific disciplines.”

As a hub of world-class art, music and 
culture, New York City was an ideal des-
tination for this sort of intense study, 
Case said. Students attended classical 
and jazz concerts at Lincoln Center, vis-
ited the Metropolitan Museum of Art and 
Museum of Modern Art and toured New 
York City architecture.

—Becca Manning

Domestic study away students pose in front of 
the Lincoln Center in New York City.

At Manoa Falls in Honolulu (front row): Aba Lypps 
’21, Sophie Dubois ’21, Chase Vandal ’21, Madison 
Abdul ’21; (back row): Candy Green ’20, Diana 
Davidova ’20, Matthew Allen and Julie Searles
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Revising textbook approach 
saves, provides equal access
A growing number of Wheaton courses 
are leaving traditional textbooks behind 
for more customized materials that also 
happen to be less expensive for students.

During the past three years, a small 
group of faculty and staff have trans-
formed a variety of courses to use open 
educational resources (OER) rather than 
relying on commercial textbooks.

To date, nearly 20 faculty members 
have transformed at least one course—
many of them introductory courses—to 
use open educational resources, including 
classes in mathematics, physics, chemis-
try, French, biology and economics.

The financial impact of that work has 
been substantial. Wheaton students have 
saved an estimated $100,000 in textbook 
costs thanks to the efforts, according to 
an analysis conducted by Lauren Slingluff, 
associate dean of library services.

A recent College Board study cited the 
average cost of a new textbook at $80, 

which might appear low to some as it in-
cludes the small books and novels used in 
many humanities courses. By contrast, 
OER materials are documents, books, ar-
ticles and other media that are in the pub-
lic domain, and freely available.

The college’s Library, Technology and 
Learning Committee (LTLC), working in 
conjunction with staff from the Madeleine 
Clark Wallace Library, has encouraged 
faculty to consider transitioning to OER 
course materials, providing both re-
search support and small stipends to fund 
faculty members’ work.

The committee recently announced a 
new round of funding opportunities for 
faculty interested in taking the plunge.

“The cost of textbooks is continual-
ly increasing, and OER offers a way to en-
sure that all students have access to re-
quired course materials,” said Phoebe 
Chan, associate professor of economics 
and the chair of LTLC.

The no-cost nature of OER materi-
als not only saves students money but 
also can make a big difference in their 
learning. One recent study conducted 
at the University of Georgia found that 
students from disadvantaged finan-
cial backgrounds earned better grades 
in courses that used freely available 
course materials.

Assistant Professor of Psychology 
Matthew Gingo revised his “Psychology 101” 
course to use OER materials. He said stu-
dents have responded favorably to no lon-
ger needing to purchase a $200 textbook.

“The price tag levels the playing field in 
terms of access to the materials,” Gingo 
said. “Where some students were able 
to afford the luxury suite of resources in 
the past, others waited in line to read the 
copy on reserve in the library. The open 
format means that everyone has equal  
access to the materials.”

—Michael Graca

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Seniors 
with jobs
Lauren Cressey ’18

Major: Chemistry
Job: Laboratory technician, Dartmouth 

College, Norton Cotton Cancer Center at 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center

Developing the skills: “As a freshman, 
Professor Hilary Gaudet told me she was 
doing cancer research, and I immedi-
ately wanted to join her lab. I have been 
working with her ever since, and have dis-
covered my passion for cancer research 
and my goal of going to medical school. I 
learned many skills in Professor Gaudet’s 
lab that I will be using in my future job as 
a laboratory technician.”

Eric Kogan ’18
Major: Business and management
Job: Management trainee, Enterprise 

Rent-A-Car, Boston
Finding the passion: “Wheaton did a 

lot to help me discover myself and helped 
me realize that a career in a management 
setting, rather than a typical 9-to-5 desk 
job, is the right one for me.”

Quinn Hurse ’18
Major: International relations 
Job: Investment management commu-

nications analyst, Goldman Sachs, New 
York, N.Y.

Landing the opportunity: “After mul-
tiple rigorous interviews at major banks, 
I decided to intern with Goldman Sachs 
for two years [starting sophomore year]. 
Through my time at the bank, I was able 
to connect with numerous people and dis-
play my skills and was offered a full-time 
analyst position toward the end of 2017. 
The classes I took at Wheaton helped me 
to connect concepts—particularly be-
tween sociopolitical events and the finan-
cial markets—that helped me to stand 
out while interning and also helped me to 
hone my writing skills, which is necessary 
for succeeding in any position.”

Rochelle Clarke  ’18
Major: Neuroscience
Job: Medical secretary, Adult Medicine 

and Aesthetics LLC, Camp Hill, Pa.
Enjoying the journey: “I have not dis-

covered my passion yet, but I have no 
doubt that the moment will come. The 
journey to finding one’s passion is just 
that—a journey. Having been exposed 
to multiple disciplines within the liberal 
arts, I have developed the skills necessary 
to pursue any future endeavor.” 

Erin Moynihan ’18 
Major: Neuroscience
Job: Medical scribe at the Schapiro 

Center for Multiple Sclerosis at the 
Minneapolis (Minn.) Clinic of Neurology

Landing the opportunity: “I believe 
that my neuroscience courses at Wheaton 
built a strong knowledge base from 
which I could draw upon during my in-
terview process. The genetics research in 
Alzheimer’s that I am conducting under 
the guidance of Ravi Ranjan [visiting  
assistant professor of biology] gave me an 
advantage when speaking about the re-
search being conducted at the multiple 
sclerosis center.”

Winston Stewart ’18 
Majors: Business and management, 

economics
Job: Account manager, ALKU in 

Andover, Mass.
Being in the right place: “Wheaton’s 

small classroom size and the ability to 
meet individually with my professors reg-
ularly was the perfect learning environ-
ment to develop my professional skills for 
after college.”

—Sandy Coleman
Erin Moynihan ’18, Rochelle Clarke ’18 and Winston Stewart ’18

Quinn Hurse ’18, Lauren Cressey ’18 and Eric Kogan ’18
KEITH NORDSTROM PHOTOS                 
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Debate or 
fight—he wins
At first glance, the disciplines of 
philosophy and mixed martial 
arts seemingly have nothing in 
common. But Lucas Rosa ’18, a 
philosophy and creative writing 
double major with years of mixed 
martial arts training, sees 
connections that link the 
two across cultures and 
time as well as inform his 
own life.

Rosa’s desire to explore the parallels and 
bring them to light has earned him a 2018 
Thomas J. Watson Fellowship. He will travel to 
Holland, Thailand and Cambodia to study the nuances of 
the hand-to-hand combat tradition at mixed martial arts 
academies in the three countries.

He is just one of many seniors who were honored with 
national awards that will take them all over the world.

—Sandy Coleman

Other winners ready to take on the world:
Since 2000, Wheaton students have won 107 Fulbright awards, and more than 120 other international honors, such as the Rhodes, 
Marshall and Truman scholarships. Wheaton has frequently been named in an annual list of the nation’s top liberal arts colleges in 
preparing students to win U.S. Fulbright awards. Here are some of this year’s awardees: 

JUSTIN GAGNON ’18, double 
major in political science and 
Russian, Fulbright English 
Teaching Assistantship to the 
Republic of Georgia

BAY GAMMANS ’18, double 
major in anthropology and 
film and new media studies, 
Fulbright English Teaching 
Assistantship to Malaysia

BRENDAN GEIGER ’18, double 
major in English and secondary 
education, Fulbright English 
Teaching Assistantship to 
Taiwan

RILEY HEIST ’18, double major 
in English and secondary 
education, Fulbright English 
Teaching Assistantship to 
Indonesia

JENNIFER LONERGAN ’18, 
business and management 
major, Japan Exchange and 
Teaching Scholar to teach in 
Japan

SABRINA TEDESCHI ’18, 
double major in biology 
and secondary education, 
Fulbright English Teaching 
Assistantship to Taiwan

EMMA WYNNE ’18, double 
major in art history 
and German studies, 
Fulbright English Teaching 
Assistantship to Germany

KEITH NORDSTROM

wheatoncollege.edu/
wheaton-magazine
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Uncovering museum mysteries

Students display provenance research skills in local art exhibition
After poring over hundreds of  
images of bridges in Venice, Italy, Arianna 
del Rosario ’19 was ready to give up. Her 
search for the landmarks featured in the 
late 19th century oil painting “Two Bridge 
Canal Venice” by Attleboro, Mass., artist 
Frank Holman seemed fruitless.

She discussed her progress with 
Assistant Professor of Museum Studies 
Leah Niederstadt, who encouraged her to 
look through a few more pictures.

“That night I found a photograph of two 
bridges in a side canal in Venice, and the 
resemblance between the bridges in the 
photo and Holman’s painting was  
uncanny. I almost couldn’t believe it,” del 
Rosario said.

Moments of unexpected discovery 
(following copious research) are a hall-
mark of the “provenance project,” which 
Niederstadt has guided students through 
five times now, starting in 2013.

During the first four iterations of the 
project, students explored objects in 
Wheaton’s Permanent Collection, de-
veloping a “provenance”—or history of 
ownership—for paintings, etchings, 

ceramics and more.
In fall 2017, the research extended to 

artwork beyond campus, as “Introduction 
to Museum Studies” students 
helped the Attleboro Arts Museum inves-
tigate 17 pieces in its collection. 

The pieces were featured in a museum 
exhibition in February 2018, each paired 
with a Wheaton object that had previous-
ly been researched by a student—provid-
ing exposure to the college’s impressive 
collection of more than 7,000 objects.

Among the museum items researched 
were an American flag with 13 stars, a 
Civil War first-aid kit, an English mon-
astery bell, an Indonesian shadow pup-
pet and several paintings, prints and 
sketches—including a Matisse and a 
Rembrandt. To uncover their histo-
ries, the students searched through ge-
nealogical websites, and library and ar-
chival resources; visited local cemeter-
ies and the Attleboro Public Library; ex-
plored Google images and maps; and 
conducted interviews.

“The project really meets many of the 
goals I have for my students—helping 

them learn how to think critically and 
creatively solve problems, how to work 
with primary and secondary sources, 
how to use objects as tools for learning 
and how to engage in service learning,” 
Niederstadt said. “All of the students’ re-
search logs and copies of the archival ma-
terials they used were given to the muse-
um, helping to strengthen documentation 
on its collection.”

Speaking at the February 10 exhibition 
opening, the museum’s executive director 
and chief curator, Mim Fawcett, called the 
provenance project “an incredible oppor-
tunity” and commended students on their 
hard work, noting that “provenance re-
search is not easy.”

“I think these folks must dream about 
those pieces, because they have tunneled 
through time and space and they have un-
covered things that we here at the muse-
um did not know about,” Fawcett said of 
the students. “They have named names, 
they have told stories. They have  
really gotten into why a piece is now here 
in Attleboro’s vault.”

—Becca Manning

Many visitors came to the opening of the Attleboro Arts Museum’s exhibition featuring works from both the museum’s and Wheaton’s collections:  
monastery bell, left, “Two Bridge Canal Venice” by Attleboro, Mass., artist Frank Holman, center, and American flag with 13 stars, right.

KEITH NORDSTROM

https://wheatoncollege.edu/arts/permanent-collection/
http://attleboroartsmuseum.org/


Supporting women in STEM 
More than 200 women in the fields of sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math-
ematics—including college students, pro-
fessors and professionals—gathered on 
campus on March 24 for the second annu-
al Wheaton Summit for Women in STEM. 

Launched last year by Associate 
Professor of Mathematics Rachelle 
DeCoste and Assistant Professor of 
Biology Laura Ekstrom, the one-day sum-
mit aims to inspire and support women in 
STEM careers at a time when they repre-
sent less than a quarter of professionals in 
those fields. 

More than 50 colleges, universities 
and companies were represented at this 
year’s event. The 2018 program was spon-
sored by Alnylam Pharmaceuticals, 
Tufts Health Plan and Higher Education 
Resource Services and featured a keynote 
address by Daniela Rus, the first woman 
director of the Computer Science and 
Artificial Intelligence Laboratory at MIT. 
Rus received Wheaton’s second Woman in 
STEM Award. 

This year’s event also featured sessions 
focused on “impostor syndrome,” net-
working, student research and hands-on 
learning. 

“Impostor syndrome is generally the 
feeling that you’re a fraud—that you don’t 
deserve to be where you are, despite your 
many credentials—and at any moment 
someone’s going to figure it out,” Ekstrom 
said. “Talking with our colleagues and 
friends, we hear this a lot, especially 
among women. We thought this would 
be a nice opportunity to let students who 
may already be starting to feel this way 
see that women who are extremely suc-
cessful have also gone through it—maybe 
still feel it—and to give them advice on 
how to battle it or harness the energy 
from it.”

DeCoste said the goal of this session, as 
well as the whole summit, is to encour-
age young women to push through these 
struggles and to pursue their interests 
and career aspirations. 

—Becca Manning

The second annual Wheaton Summit for Women in STEM held on campus March 24 offered a session 
focusing on the theme of “Using Your Courage,” which provided opportunities for small-group 
discussion around what courage means for women in STEM overall and in specific disciplines.

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM

The program also included research talks by 25 
undergraduates and hands-on STEM workshops 
led by industry professionals.

FALL 2018 11
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CONVERSATION

‘A’ is for obsessed
Professor Coale fascinated by Scarlet Letter author
Professor of English Samuel Coale has been 
fixated on the work of Nathaniel Hawthorne 
since childhood and recently co-edit-
ed Nathaniel Hawthorne in the College 
Classroom (Brighton: Edward Everett 
Publishers, 2018), which taps into his ex-
pertise. In June, Coale delivered his paper 
“Whose Woods These Are, I Think I Know: 
Japanese Forest-Bathing and Hawthorne’s 
Haunted Forests” at the International Poe 
and Hawthorne Conference in Kyoto, Japan, 
and was presented with an award for his 
work on Hawthorne and support of The 
Nathaniel Hawthorne Society. We have a 
few questions.

Tell us about this obsession with 
Nathaniel Hawthorne. When did 
it start and with what book?

I first discovered a mustached Hawthorne 
in the card game “Authors” at my grand-
mother’s house and thought that the scar-
let letter was a letter you mailed, dripping 
in blood. In high school I loved The Scarlet 
Letter’s complexities, contradictions, 
conspiracies, secrets and its aura of 
inevitability and doom, just as I had in 
“Macbeth.” I was hooked with its Greek-
tragic framework.

What is so fascinating about 
him and his work?

His style appears decorous, elegant and po-
lite, but it’s riddled with ambiguities and 
paradoxes, so that the end of a single para-
graph can undermine its opening state-
ments. This plus his psychological probing 
into “The Haunted Mind,” and the clash be-
tween conscious and unconscious motives, 
between a character’s intended plans and 
his or her hidden compulsions, fascinated 
me, as do all Gothic tales and novels.

How does your fascination 
manifest itself in your work here 
at Wheaton and elsewhere?

Teaching Hawthorne has gone on for years, 
and having written four books on him, I 
easily ease my research into my classes. 

Hawthorne’s perspectives have infiltrat-
ed all of my teaching and research from 
DeLillo to Didion with their postmodern 
obsessions with conspiracy theory, para-
noia, the labyrinthine depths of the human 
mind and plots that twist and turn unex-
pectedly but maintain that Greek sense of 
doom and inevitability throughout.

What are the secrets to 
teaching Hawthorne?

Helping students get past the “bland” 
style and pointing out what he’s really up 
to. The style is not “juiced up.” It can be 
dull, essayistic and analytical, and it’s all 
too easy to just ride across it and miss the 
darker depths and suggestions. You have 
to pause, scrutinize and look closely, a 
process that works well for reading and 
trying to understand all texts.

What do you hope Wheaton 
students get out of his work?

All of the above, plus his awareness of 
“the persecuting spirit” that underscores 
much of American culture and vision 
from witch hunts to contemporary pur-
suits of scapegoats.

If you had to pick one book to recommend, 
which one would it be and why?

The Scarlet Letter is perfect: well-
balanced, veined with secrets and 
secret confessions, revealing the 
intricate interplay between the 
individual and society: each infects 
the other; neither is “pure.” His later 
books don’t quite pull off the same 
extraordinary balancing act, though 
several short stories do just that.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS

Michael Drout, profes-
sor of English, co-
edited the collection 
of essays Transitional 
States: Cultural Change, 
Tradition and Memory 
in Medieval England 
(Arizona Medieval and 
Renaissance Texts and Studies, 2018) and 
also wrote the chapter “How to Think: Some 
Ways: Lessons Learned from Allen Frantzen” 
in the book. He also co-wrote with Leah 
Smith ’14 the article “A Pebble Smoothed 
by Tradition: Lines 607–661 of Beowulf as a 
Formulaic Set-Piece,” published in the June 
issue of the journal Oral Tradition.

Nancy Kendrick, professor of philosophy, 
organized an international conference of 
Berkeley scholars in Newport, R.I., June 13–

16. Kendrick, president of the International 
Berkeley Society, presented a paper titled 
“Berkeley and Astell on Passive Obedience 
and Locke’s Social Contract.”

Stephen Mathis, associate professor of phi-
losophy, wrote the article “Motive, Action, 
and Confusions in the Debate over Hate 
Crime Legislation” published in the April  
issue of Criminal Justice Ethics.

John Miller, professor of economics, co-
wrote the article “The U.S. Economy: What’s 
Going On?” in the spring issue of New Labor 
Forum. He also wrote for Dollars & Sense 
magazine the articles “The Stock Market 
and Class Conflict: Trump’s State of the 
Union Message and the Economy” (March/
April); “Beyond Trump’s Tariffs and Trade 
War” (May/June); and “Pay No Attention to 

the Inequality Behind the Curtain! Corporate 
Critics Cry Foul When SEC Releases CEO Pay 
Data” (July/August).

Kent Shaw, assistant professor of English, 
wrote the poems “To mountainize is a verb” 
published in The Literary Review, “My fear is 
that someone would invent a tool to untether 
me,” in Cincinnati Review, and “When your 
middle age is in the middle beginning” pub-
lished in upstreet literary magazine, all in June.

A. Javier Trevino, 
professor of soci-
ology, edited The 
Cambridge Handbook 
of Social Problems, Two 
Volume Set (Cambridge 
University Press, 2018).

Faculty share inspiring books on fresh starts
Since we are starting a new academic year, Wheaton Magazine asked a question of some of the faculty members featured here: What 
is the best (most impactful, inspiring) book that you have read about beginning something new and why?

Playing with Water: Passion and Solitude 
on a Philippine Island by James Hamilton-
Paterson (New Amsterdam Books, 1987)

“One of the best books I have read 
about making a new beginning is James 
Hamilton-Paterson’s Playing with Water, 
in which the author describes his efforts 
to live alone on a tiny, uninhabited is-
land in the Philippines. I find the book in-
spirational because of the beauty of both 
the writing and the things described, and 
also the unflinchingly honesty with which 
Hamilton-Paterson portrays the inter-
nal conflict between his desire for soli-
tude and his warm friendship with the 

hard-working fishermen who live in the 
nearest village on the shore.”

—Michael Drout,  
professor of English 

Punishment and Responsibility: Essays 
in the Philosophy of Law by H.L.A. Hart 
(Oxford University Press, 2008; first 
published 1968)

“H.L.A. Hart’s Punishment and 
Responsibility introduced me to the sorts 
of problems in the Philosophy of Law that 
I have continued to find exciting through-
out my career. Before reading it, I had no 
idea that one could look at questions of 

law and crime in the sorts of systematic 
and analytical ways that Hart does in that 
book. It helped me see that philosophical 
questions of consistency and moral jus-
tification run much deeper than, but im-
portantly still inform, basic questions of 
justice for those involved with criminal 
law.”

—Stephen Mathis, associate  
professor of philosophy

wheatoncollege.edu/wheaton-
magazine
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LYONS PRIDE

Award winners (above) front row: Katie Peters ’18 and Jenna Hayden ’18 ; back row, Steve Viveiros, Zeke Dewitt 
’18, Emily Reynolds ’18 and Amara Sesay ’18. Members of the women’s volleyball team (below) have a bit of fun 
playing around during the awards event. 

KEITH NORDSTROM

Bravo
The Wheaton Department of 
Athletics hosted its annual 
awards ceremony in Emerson 
Gymnasium on April 30. 
During the evening event, the 
following were honored: Emily 
Reynolds ’18, women’s swim-
ming and diving, and 
Zeke Dewitt ’18, men’s swim-
ming and diving (Dean Sue 
Alexander Senior Student-
Athlete Award); Amara Sesay 
’18, men’s soccer (Chad Yowell 
Outstanding Male Athlete 
Award); Jenna Hayden ’18, 
women’s swimming and diving
(Debi Field ’70 Outstanding 
Female Athlete Award); Katie 
Peters ’18, women’s lacrosse 
(Lynn Miller Inspiration 
Award); and Steve Viveiros, 
dean of advising and academic 
success (Claudia Friese Special 
Recognition Award). 

Read the details about the 
award winners online.
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Top 10 moments 
of athletic season

1. Women’s swimming and diving finished in the top 20 in the 
nation at the 2018 NCAA Division III Swimming and Diving 
Championships for the first time in school history.

2. Nick Raposo ’20 was named the American Baseball Coaches 
Association/Rawlings New England Position Player of the Year 
and a two-time All-American.

3. Raevyn Fontaine ’18 and Cathryn MacGregor ‘19 placed in the 
top eight in the nation at the track and field championships, 
earning All-American honors. 

4. Four women’s swimming and diving athletes achieved All-
American honorable mention finishes at the swimming and 
diving championships.

5. Two men’s swimming and diving athletes earned All-
American honorable mention finishes at the swimming and 
diving championships.

6. Three athletes were named New England Women’s and Men’s 
Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) Athletes of the Year (seniors 
Amara Sesay, men’s soccer; Jenna Hayden, women’s swimming 
and diving; Raevyn Fontaine, women’s track and field).

7. Four first-year student-athletes were named NEWMAC Rookie 
of the Year (Hannah Lepordo, women’s soccer; Lydia DaCorte, 
women’s swimming; Ellie Shaw, women’s track; Gavin Reily, 
baseball).

8. Three coaches were recognized by their peers as the NEWMAC 
Coach of the Year in their respective sport (Mike Coven, men’s 
soccer; Brian Walmsley, men’s basketball; Barrett Roberts ‘07, 
women’s swimming and diving).

9. The women’s volleyball team won its first NEWMAC 
quarterfinal contest since 1998, while posting its best overall 
record since 1997.

10. The men’s basketball team swept the 2017 NCAA Division 
III men’s basketball national champions, Babson College, 
which made it to the final four of the 2018 NCAA basketball 
tournament.

—Kristian Martin

Raevyn Fontaine ’18

Nick Raposo ’20

Ryan Fogarty ’18 during one of the 
men’s basketball team’s games 
against Babson College

Cathryn MacGregor ’19
KYLIE BRIDENHAGEN

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

JEFF LAWLER

KEITH NORDSTROM
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CAMPUS SCENE

Commencement 2018
“What you will find is that 

fulfillment in your life will not 
come from acquisitions, not from 
leisure, not from self-indulgence. 

Real fulfillment in life will come 
from striving with all of your 

physical and spiritual might for a 
worthwhile objective that helps 

others and is larger than your self-
interests. I hope that each of you 
graduates is fortunate enough to 

find such an objective in your life.”
Senator George Mitchell,  

keynote speaker

“At the age of 7 years old, I almost drowned in 
the lake when my grandmother let go of me in 

the water. …Every time you get that sinking 
feeling, just realize that what you really need 

to do is learn how to stay afloat so you can 
swim unafraid with yourself, with yourselves 

and with all kinds of people, in win-win ways.”
Rose Weaver ’73, actress, writer, vocalist,  

honorary degree recipient

“College is the place to find your voice, to 
figure out who you are, and who you are in the 

world. But I’ve come to realize that finding 
your voice is not the same as using your voice. 
Using your talents for something bigger than 

yourself in service to your family, to your 
community, to your nation. Those of you who 
have had the privilege of this fine education 

have been trained to take up leadership roles. 
How will you use your voice?”

Callie Crossley, broadcast journalist,  
honorary degree recipient

KEITH NORDSTROM

NICKI PARDO

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Full remarks, video, photos, story online at wheatoncollege.edu/commencement
NICKI PARDO

NICKI PARDOKEITH NORDSTROM
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Leading innovation and growth

BELLA WANG PHOTOGRAPHY

18 WHEATON MAGAZINE



FALL 2018 19

Leading innovation and growth

By Ted Nesi ’07

Ivana Magovčević-Liebisch ’89 has compiled a 
long list of accomplishments over two decades 
as a biotechnology executive. But when you ask 
her about those successes, she is quick to share 
the credit.

“If you’re the smartest person in the room, 
you’re in the wrong room,” she said. “That’s 
how I like to operate. I always hire people who 
are going to challenge, who are going to ask 
questions, who are going to be inquisitive.”

Now Magovčević-Liebisch is building a 
new team to tackle a new challenge: help-
ing Ipsen, a leading French drugmak-
er, become a bigger player in the biophar-
maceutical industry by developing new 
drugs to treat cancer and rare diseases. 
The company hired her as its executive 
vice president and chief business officer 
last spring, shortly before it announced 
plans to establish its new North American 
headquarters in Cambridge, Mass.

Magovčević-Liebisch will play a piv-
otal role “in the next phase of Ipsen’s 
transformation,” CEO David Meek said 
in announcing her hiring, praising her 
“strong track record in corporate busi-
ness development.”

Her task: find outside partners, such as 
smaller companies or academic research 
institutions, and build a pipeline that 
will achieve Ipsen’s new goal of bring-
ing to market at least one new product 
or meaningful indication every year. The 

company has set aside more than $1 bil-
lion for the effort.

“The buck stops with us,” she said. 
“And I kind of like that. I like that chal-
lenge. That’s why I took this job—be-
cause it’s not an easy thing to do.”

Magovčević-Liebisch is well-prepared 
for the challenge. During two decades 
in the biotech industry, she has spear-
headed more than $5 billion in busi-
ness transactions, taking on increas-
ingly senior roles at a series of promi-
nent companies. A key reason for her 
success is her unusual resumé, combin-
ing science degrees from Wheaton and 
Harvard with a law degree from Suffolk 
University, as well as extensive experi-
ence in business development.

Henry Blair, the biotech pioneer who co-
founded industry giant Genzyme, recruit-
ed Magovčević-Liebisch to another of his 
companies, Dyax Corp., in 2001. She spent 
a dozen years there, playing an integral 
role in bringing its first Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA)-approved drug to 
market, and left not long before the com-
pany was sold for roughly $6 billion.

Blair predicts even bigger things down 
the road for his one-time protégé, citing 
her intelligence, drive and resourceful-
ness. “Ultimately she’ll end up running a 
company,” he said. “She has all the mak-
ings of being a good CEO.” 

Magovčević-Liebisch, who lives with 
her husband and two school-age chil-
dren outside Boston, already has a high 
profile. In 2008, she received a lead-
ership award from the Boston group 
Women Entrepreneurs in Science and 
Technology, and last year she returned to 
Wheaton to speak at the college’s inaugu-
ral Summit for Women in STEM. 

Associate Professor of Mathematics 
Rachelle DeCoste, who organized 
the Wheaton STEM conference with 
Assistant Professor of Biology Laura 
Ekstrom, said they invited Magovčević-
Liebisch to speak because they view 
her not only as a successful alumna but 
as a trailblazer. 

“She provided great, no-nonsense ad-
vice to the students as to how difficult 
the path might be for women in STEM to 
reach the top of their fields, while also of-
fering encouragement that it is possible,” 
DeCoste said. “She recognized and vali-
dated the challenges that are unique to 
women in male-dominated fields.”

Magovčević-Liebisch also currently 

“If you’re the smartest 
person in the room, you’re in 

the wrong room.”
Ivana Magovčević-Liebisch ’89

Ivana Magovčević-Liebisch thrives on 
challenge in biopharmaceutical field
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serves on the boards of two companies 
as well as a number of prominent insti-
tutions, including Suffolk, Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center, the Boston 
Museum of Science and the Boston Ballet.

“Ivana is an extraordinary ambassador 
for the organization, both as an individu-
al contributor and a voice for the ballet in 
the corporate community. Her enthusiasm 
for the art form is contagious,” Meredith 
“Max” Hodges, the Boston Ballet’s execu-
tive director, said in an email. The chair-
man of Suffolk’s board has called her “a 
role model for our aspiring students fo-
cused on the sciences, intellectual proper-
ty and the biotechnology industry.”

It’s clear Magovčević-Liebisch doesn’t 
have a lot of downtime. “I’m extremely 
busy, but I love it,” she said. “It keeps me 
on my toes. It keeps my brain working.”

Following in family footsteps
Magovčević-Liebisch (pronounced “ma-
GOV-dih-vitch LEEB-itch”) grew up dur-
ing the Cold War in Belgrade, Yugoslavia 
(now Serbia). It was a Communist country 
but not behind the Iron Curtain, allowing 
her family to travel and giving her early 
exposure to Western culture.

Still, she said, “my father’s goal in life 
was to get us out of there.” A lawyer and 
businessman, he traveled regularly to the 
United States, and came to appreciate the 
country for its commitment to individual 
freedoms and social mobility. In 1981, the 
family moved to Lisbon, Portugal, so Ivana 
and her sister could attend the American 
International School there.

While science ran in the family— 
her mother was a chemical engineer— 
Magovčević-Liebisch initially had no 
desire to pursue it herself, nurturing 
dreams of becoming a fashion designer. 
(Her father ruled that out.) During high 
school, though, she became fascinated 
with genetics and decided to follow in her 
mother’s footsteps.

Ivana had never heard of Wheaton until 
she attended a college fair in Madrid, 
where recruiters from the school made 
a positive impression on her. She applied 
and, despite never having set foot on cam-
pus, accepted after being offered a gener-
ous scholarship. She landed in New York 

City in the late summer of 1985, then trav-
eled to Norton, Mass., with her father so 
he could drop her off. (They missed the 
campus on their first drive by.)

“Sweetheart,” he told her before depart-
ing, “you’ve got to deliver.”

Wheaton was “a culture shock” for the 
young Ivana, she said, but it turned out to 
be “a great fit.” She appreciated the col-
lege’s small size and supportive atmo-
sphere, and she was grateful that her pro-
fessors were willing to challenge her 
when they saw she wanted more, even 
creating a special course on genetics for 
her during her senior year.

“I had opportunities I might not have 
had in a much bigger school,” she said.

A formative influence on Ivana was 

now-retired chemistry professor Elita 
Pastra-Landis, who bonded with her stu-
dent over having also come to Wheaton 
from another country (in her case, 
Greece) as an undergraduate.

“Ivana was really the best kind of stu-
dent, in retrospect—not always when you 
have them,” Pastra-Landis said, laughing. 
“A very strong student can be easy if they 
do it your way. She wouldn’t do it your way. 
She would do it her way. As it should be.”

Ivana could take criticism, Pastra-Landis 
said, but would judge the critique for her-
self before accepting it. “That combination 
of being strong-minded and also flexible, 
and judging a comment before she accept-
ed it even though it came from the teach-
er—I think that’s the kind of person who 
goes on to become who she is, who doesn’t 
just accept directions blindly,” she said.

Ivana’s senior thesis exemplified her self-
direction and enterprise, as well as her bud-
ding interest in the intersection of science 
and commerce. Rather than do the project 
on campus, Magovčević-Liebisch connected 

with a company called Integrated Genetics 
that was doing “very cutting-edge work” on 
transgenic mice, Pastra-Landis recalled. 
“She used techniques we really didn’t have 
at Wheaton then,” she said.

Magovčević-Liebisch graduated with a 
bachelor’s in biology and chemistry, then 
enrolled at Harvard to pursue a Ph.D. in ge-
netics. (Characteristically, she completed 
her doctoral program in just five years, rath-
er than the usual seven.) While her love for 
science never wavered, over time she decid-
ed that academic work in a laboratory was 
not her strength; instead, she found herself 
attracted to business. After Harvard, she 
decided to enroll at Suffolk University Law 
School; unable to afford the tuition on her 
own, she took a job as a technical specialist 
at a patent law firm that paid for her degree 
in high technology law.

Magovčević-Liebisch began her biophar-
ma career in 1998 at a Cambridge company 
called Transkaryotic Therapies. In 2001, 
however, she was approached about join-
ing Dyax. Initially hesitant, she went to 
lunch with Henry Blair—and by the time 
the meal was over, she took the job.

“Dyax was instrumental to who I am 
today,” she said. “When you’re in a small 
company you get to wear a lot of hats, and 
I was always willing to work hard, stay 
late. Whenever Henry said, ‘Who wants to 
do this?’ I would raise my hand. So he kept 
giving me more and more responsibility. 
And this is one thing that I always say re-
ally helped me: I was willing to take risks. 
I was willing to stretch myself.”

Blair said, “We desperately needed 
someone to take on the patent situation, 
and she came along and just had the per-
fect background, with her Ph.D. and her 
law degree in patents. She’s very, very tal-
ented. … She’s very, very good at follow-
through. I never had to ask Ivana to do 
something twice.”

At Dyax, Magovčević-Liebisch achieved 
what she still cites as her proudest profes-
sional accomplishment: getting the drug 
Kalbitor, a treatment for a rare form of se-
vere swelling, from the lab into FDA trials 
and finally to patients. That included put-
ting in place a unique partnership with 
Walgreens to ensure the drug could be ad-
ministered properly.

“Having a patient come 
and hug you and tell you 

that we changed their 
life was an incredible 

experience.”
Ivana Magovčević-Liebisch ’89
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“I’m all about results, and I like to make 
a difference,” she said. “That was the best 
thing that ever happened to my life. You’re 
doing something for people who are in des-
perate need. Having a patient come and 
hug you and tell you that we changed their 
life was an incredible experience.”

It also cemented Magovčević-Liebisch’s 
passion for the research field she is now 
championing at Ipsen.

“These are rare diseases, often misdiag-
nosed,” she said. “These people live terrible 
lives. It takes them sometimes decades to 
get properly diagnosed. And so to be able to 
actually help them and see how their quali-
ty of life changes and how they don’t live in 
a constant fear of having another attack of 
swelling … was just incredible.”

After 12 years at Dyax, Magovčević-
Liebisch was recruited to join Teva 
Pharmaceuticals, a large Israeli company 
where she spent four years as head of global 
business development. 

“I would characterize her ability as re-
markable,” said Jeremy Levin, who hired 
her when he was Teva’s CEO after she im-
pressed him at an industry conference 
in Europe. 

Following Teva she spent a year at 
Axcella, a startup in Cambridge, before 
joining Ipsen.

Figuring out the way forward
Ipsen is a sizable company—its annual 
revenue tops $2 billion, and it has about 
5,400 employees worldwide—but it is far 
smaller than pharmaceutical giants like 
Pfizer or Merck. Magovčević-Liebisch 
sees that as an advantage, giving Ipsen 
more flexibility and avoiding the pres-
sure to only focus on billion-dollar block-
buster drug candidates.

There are a host of small companies 
studying potential treatments for the 
more than 7,000 rare diseases that sci-
entists have identified, but startups 
often lack the resources to see their 
work through. That is where Ipsen aims 
to come in, providing resources and ex-
pertise to navigate the complex and cost-
ly process of getting a drug from the lab 
to world markets.

“Speed is critical,” Magovčević-Liebisch 
said. “The patients cannot wait. We bring 
all the resources to help partner with 
these companies to do that quickly and 
smartly.” She added, “Science is the begin-
ning; without science, nothing happens. 
But that’s just the beginning.”

Magovčević-Liebisch said her team 
will fan out across the globe to find the 
most promising research. “I love to 
be surrounded with people who bring 

solutions,” she said. “I always tell peo-
ple when they tell me it cannot be done, 
I say, ‘I can put 10 people in your seat 
and they can tell me it cannot be done. 
You’re here because we’ve got to figure 
this out.’” 

Levin, the former Teva CEO, said he 
has no doubt Magovčević-Liebisch will 
succeed. 

“Ivana came to this country,” he said. 
“She put herself through university. She 
put herself through a Ph.D. And she—
by herself, without any support of any-
body, without asking for any favors 
from anybody—has risen in this indus-
try. That is a wonderful story of how im-
migrants, and in this case somebody 
from Europe, can come to this country 
and can build a career, one which is an 
extraordinarily bright one, [through] 
sheer determination to make some-
thing of herself in this country. That is a 
tribute to who she is.”

For her part, Magovčević-Liebisch re-
mains grateful to her adopted home.

“What is so wonderful about this 
country— people are welcoming,” she 
said. “It doesn’t matter where you come 
from. It’s what you do and who you are 
as a person. And it has been like that my 
entire career.” 

Ivana Magovčević-Liebisch ’89 was the keynote speaker and served as a panelist during the Wheaton Summit for Women in STEM held in April 2017.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Innovation for 
social change
$10M gift funds expansion of entrepreneurial initiatives 
Wheaton has received a $10 million com-
mitment from the Diana Davis Spencer 
Foundation that will strengthen the insti-
tution’s position as a leader among liber-
al arts colleges in integrating social entre-
preneurship education into the study of 
the liberal arts and sciences.

The Diana Davis Spencer Foundation 
pledge establishes an endowed profes-
sorship in social entrepreneurship, pro-
vides funds for entrepreneurial education 
programming and launches a fundrais-
ing challenge that will support the con-
struction of dedicated space for bringing 
Wheaton’s existing programs in social  
innovation into a single space with com-
plementary programs.

The commitment, one of the largest 
philanthropic gifts in the college’s 184-
year history, will make Wheaton one of a 
few liberal arts colleges nationwide, 
and the first in the Northeast, to es-
tablish an endowed professorship 
in social entrepreneurship.

“This is a transformation-
al gift for Wheaton College 
as a whole and it is a game-
changer for our programs 
in social entrepreneur-
ship and innovation,” said 
President Dennis M. Hanno. 
“We are committed to being 
the leading liberal arts col-
lege in preparing students 
to create innovative solutions 
to big challenges. This commit-
ment will help us to support them 
in putting those ideas into action 

while they are students.
“I am extremely grateful to Diana Davis 

Spencer, to the foundation and her fam-
ily for their commitment to the idea that 
social entrepreneurship has the power to 
transform lives and shape communities,” 
Hanno said. “We share that belief, and 
the foundation’s gift will enable Wheaton 
to more fully develop our capacity to sup-
port students in pursuing interests that 
address society’s most pressing issues.”

Diana Davis Spencer ’60 is the presi-
dent of the foundation, a visionary philan-
thropist and a trustee emerita of the col-
lege. Through her work and her family 
foundation, she has promoted education, 

entrepreneurship and international 
peace and understanding.

The foundation and the Davis Spencer 
family have been generous supporters of 
education for many years. Earlier gifts 
from the family and its foundation provid-
ed critical support to launch Wheaton’s 
Center for Global Education, support in-
ternational relations and Russian stud-
ies programs, and provide scholarships to 
undergraduates.

“The Diana Davis Spencer Foundation 
is excited that Wheaton is leading the way 
in innovation and social entrepreneur-
ship,” said Spencer in commenting on the 
awarding of the grant to the college in 
February.

All over campus and beyond, Wheaton 
already is working to cultivate, educate 
and support student entrepreneurs who 

strive to create businesses that are 
both meaningful and profitable. 

—Michael Graca

Ideas into action
Here, we feature a roundup of 
stories about recent efforts:  

The launching pad 23

If I had a million dollars … 24

Good business 24

Cultivating changemakers 25

Wheaton liberal arts education 
prepares alumni to create their 

own opportunities  26

President Hanno reflects on the 
work of social innovation 26
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The launching pad
Wheaton offers an intensive work-
shop for one week in January and one 
week in May on social entrepreneur-
ship in partnership with the New York-
based Global Center for Social 
Entrepreneurship Network 
Foundation. 

The Social Entrepreneurship 
Launch Program, which is led 
by the network’s president and 
chief executive Michael Caslin, 
teaches key methods and frame-
works for entrepreneurial activ-
ity while considering the impact 
of their ideas on people, profit, 
planet and place. 

A diverse group of Wheaton 
students spend time learning the 
art and science of successfully 
launching products, services and 

organizations addressing societal prob-
lems in the United States and abroad. In 
conjunction with the workshops, students 
work on their ideas during the academic 

year and have opportunities to consult 
with expert entrepreneurs and advisors.

This spring, in addition to participat-
ing in a session on business plan devel-

opment taught by President 
Dennis M. Hanno, and writing 
and networking workshops, stu-
dents had breakfast and a con-
versation in the WiN Hub with 
Wheaton trustee Julie Bresee 
Bradley ’90, who shared the de-
tails of her career. The econom-
ics major has had top leader-
ship roles at various compa-
nies, including as chief finan-
cial officer at TripAdvisor Media 
Group; chief financial officer of 
Art Technology Group Inc.; and 
as vice president of finance at 
Akamai Technologies, Inc.

Students participating in social entrepreneurship workshops gather in the WiN Hub with President Dennis M. Hanno to listen as Wheaton trustee Julie 
Bresee Bradley ’90 shares the details of her career, which has included serving in top leadership roles at various companies.

KEITH NORDSTROM

The WiN Hub hosts events, workshops and networking opportunities.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Good business
The WiN Hub (Wheaton Innovates) was 
created in 2016 in collaboration with the 
Diana Davis Spencer Foundation to intro-
duce the transformative force of social en-
trepreneurship to the Wheaton commu-
nity. Through programming, events and 
workshops, students gain the confidence 
and competence to follow their passions 
and launch their own social enterprises.

As Wheaton’s social entrepreneur-in-
residence, Courtney Wilson is working to 
infuse social entrepreneurship into all  
aspects of campus life. 

Her focus: cultivating partnerships 
among faculty, students and staff to help 
them develop innovative and market-
able solutions to society’s most pressing 
challenges.

“My charge is to ingrain social entre-
preneurship into the fabric of this institu-
tion, so it just doesn’t go away with one po-
sition or person,” said Wilson, whose  
office is located in the WiN Hub in the 
basement of the Doll’s House. 

That mission includes developing pro-
grams promoting social entrepreneur-
ship on campus, such as an initiative 
that pairs 10 students who are partici-
pating in the Social Entrepreneurship 
Launch Program with Wheaton alumni 
for mentorship.

“We’re trying to make the best connec-
tions possible. If the alum works in a sim-
ilar industry and they have something 
in common with the student, like a sport 
or organization, we are looking to match 
them,” Wilson said.

 —Laura Pedulli

If I had a million dollars …
What would you do to improve the world 
if you had $1 million? It’s a question that 
has many possible answers, which stu-
dents proved by offering a range of 
ideas—promoting financial literacy 
among college students, creating a work-
shop for upcycling and closing the health 
gap for people with limited means, to 
name a few—at a pitch competition spon-
sored by the WiN Hub in March.

“The purpose of the competition is to 
give students the opportunity to devel-
op the ability to effectively and engaging-
ly communicate their business idea to a 
broad audience,” said Courtney Wilson, 
the college’s social entrepreneur-in-res-
idence who also served as the emcee for 
the event in Hindle Auditorium.

Nine students presented three-minute 
pitches to a panel of judges—President 
Dennis M. Hanno, tech entrepreneur 
Kathleen O’Neil, social entrepreneur 
Heather Rotman ’17 and Emily Wanderer, 

chief operating officer of the Social 
Enterprise Greenhouse in Providence, 
R.I.—who lobbed questions at each 
presenter.

After all the social innovation ideas 
were aired, the panel selected Drew 
Brodney ’21 as the $500 first-place win-
ner for his plan to develop an organization 
that will assist teachers in successfully 
serving students who have special needs.

Angel Bird ’21 scored the $300 second-
place prize for her proposal to launch 
an Uber-like service to transport college 
students for health care; Zara Salmon 
’18 won the $200 third-place award for 
her plan to open a plant-based cafe and 
community garden; and Ian Kobelenz 
’20 was voted the “people’s favorite,” 
winning $250 for his idea to recycle and 
sell carbon dioxide.

Bird, who plans to major in business 
and management and African, African 
American, diaspora studies, said she 

ultimately wants to be a business consul-
tant for companies and startups to help 
bring forth ideas. 

“I enjoy taking people’s ideas and figur-
ing out how to make them work, and the 
flexibility of being able to switch between 
many different ideas,” she said. “Wheaton 
has helped me realize this by continually 
exposing me to various aspects of entre-
preneurship and allowing me to see  what 
works and what doesn’t. 

“There also is something very valuable 
about having to experience aspects of en-
trepreneurship for yourself so that, when 
you are giving suggestions to others, you 
can approach them from a place of real 
understanding, as you’ve had to come up 
with an idea and try to make it viable all 
on your own.”

Salmon, who graduated in May with a 
double major in English and political sci-
ence, is now working as the communica-
tions coordinator at the Social Enterprise 

Courtney Wilson (left), social entrepreneur-in-residence, with students during a WiN Hub event
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Cultivating changemakers
In July, 39 high school students from 
14 countries around the world con-
verged at Wheaton to discover how 
the liberal arts can be a catalyst for 
social change, and to develop their 
unique ideas for making a difference 
in their communities.

Led by President Dennis M. 
Hanno, the inaugural Global Leaders 
Program drew students from  
places such as China, India, Jordan, 
Kenya, Mexico and Tunisia, as well 
as from right here in Norton, Mass., 
and from across the United States. 
Participants lived on campus and were 
mentored by seven Wheaton students 
and recent graduates, who were selected 
for their campus leadership.

“Wheaton is one of the leading liber-
al arts institutions for helping young peo-
ple to see how they can create change in 
their communities,” Hanno said. “This 
program provides us an opportunity to 
have a bigger impact on the world, and on 

many other communities, by bringing to-
gether very talented students who are 
real changemakers already, and inspiring 
them and giving them the tools to actually 
start doing things now.”

Students began the first week by tak-
ing a course titled “Innovation and Social 
Change,” similar to programs Hanno has 
taught on campus and in Rwanda and 
Ghana. Participants were split into seven 

groups, each centered on a differ-
ent United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goal, such as poverty, 
quality education and gender equal-
ity. Together, they created solutions 
to these issues that they could bring 
back to their communities.

Additionally, each student worked 
on a social innovation project, based 
on their passions and goals, develop-
ing these entrepreneurial endeavors 
throughout the week with the sup-
port of their groups, and then deliv-
ering a final presentation during a 

business pitch competition.
More than a dozen area business 

professionals, Wheaton faculty and 
staff, as well as alumni, including Ana 
Bresnescoto ’15 and trustees Austin 
Simko ’09 and Benjamin White ’12, shared 
their expertise during the program, in 
classes, lunch talks, panel sessions and 
off-site visits.

—Becca Manning

Wheaton students showcased proposals during a business pitch competition for cash prizes that will help them transform their ideas into action.
KEITH NORDSTROM

Greenhouse. (Her boss is Wanderer, who 
incidentally was the judge who hand-
ed Salmon the check during the pitch 
competition.)

 Salmon fell in love with entrepreneur-
ship while studying abroad in Africa. As a 
senior, she had the opportunity to do two 

internships at the Global Center for Social 
Entrepreneurship Network Foundation.

“Naturally, I started getting more in-
volved with the WiN Hub and meeting 
other students who were interested in so-
cial entrepreneurship as well. Courtney 
Wilson and Carolyn Hart [WiN Hub staff], 

along with my advisor, Professor Deyonne 
Bryant, have been such a huge support to 
me at Wheaton and, for that, I am forever 
grateful,” Salmon said.

—Michael Graca

High school students participate in the Global Leaders Program.
KEITH NORDSTROM                 
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President Hanno reflects on 

Kenneth “Ken” Aspeslagh ’00 
starts computer lab for kids

During his junior year, computer science 
major Kenneth “Ken” Aspeslagh ’00 re-
ceived a broken Palm Pilot from Professor 
of Computer Science Mark LeBlanc. 

“Ken and his twin brother [Glen ’00] had 
an uncanny ability with hardware, and I 
thought they might be able to fix it,” says 
LeBlanc. 

Not only did Aspeslagh fix the device, he 
and his brother began designing software 
for it, which they sold on the Internet. 
That same year, as Wheaton undergrads, 
they founded Ecamm, now a market lead-
er in Mac software. 

Aspeslagh has a sweet deal. Working 
with his brother, he spends his days doing 
what he loves, creating problem-solv-
ing apps for Mac computers. “We work on 
our own projects and set our own sched-
ules,” he says. Ecamm has sold hundreds 
of thousands of products and received nu-
merous favorable reviews in Macworld 
magazine. 

“They are rock stars,” says LeBlanc.
But something was missing, says 

Aspeslagh. “I wanted to give back.” 
In 2014, he founded Code & Circuit, a 

nonprofit discovery lab, where children in 
grades K–12 explore technology and com-
puter programming and connect with 
like-minded peers. Based in Amesbury, 
Mass., the lab boasts state-of-the-art 
equipment—including a 3D printer—and 

classes in coding, robotics and circuitry. 
“I wanted to create a community where 

kids who love computers can be them-
selves and don’t have to worry about 

being labeled as nerds,” Aspeslagh says.
He enjoys hearing from parents that 

his students are continuing their com-
puter studies in their spare time, 

Wheaton liberal arts education prepares 

A website devoted to promoting entrepre-
neurship and social innovators recent-
ly published an interview with President 
Dennis M. Hanno about his work in Africa 
as part of the platform’s focus on innova-
tion in education.

The article, published by IdeaMensch, 
focuses on Hanno’s independent non-
profit IDEA4Africa, which organizes 
and leads workshops on leadership and 

innovation for high school students in 
sub-Saharan Africa.

“When I saw how much young people 
in Africa were clamoring for a different 
way of thinking about solving problems, 
I realized that concepts that we employ 
in teaching leadership and innovation in 
higher education in the U.S. would be ap-
plicable there,” Hanno said in the web-
site interview. “Our goal is to help develop 

https://ideamensch.com/dennis-hanno/
https://ideamensch.com/dennis-hanno/
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Zhe “Connie” Liu ’16 named a top 
entrepreneur in China

Considering her recent accomplishment, 
Zhe “Connie” Liu ’16 says that majoring in 
international relations and economics at 
Wheaton was one of the most important 
decisions she has ever made. 

“I took courses in history, philoso-
phy, anthropology and religion to fin-
ish my degree; therefore, I developed 
the skills of thinking from multiple an-
gles and better understanding of the 
beauty of difference,” says Liu, who lives 
in Tianjin, China. “When I have prob-
lems, I can think more strategically and 
comprehensively.” 

All of it is serving her well as the found-
er of Tmoji, a business that offers a line of 
healthy snacks and herbal-based beverag-
es made from dried fruits and vegetables. 

Her success landed her on the 2017 edi-
tion of Forbes China’s “30 Under 30 China” 
list that features “innovators, entrepre-
neurs and leaders who are challenging con-
ventions and making an impact on the 
world.” Liu says her company enjoys a large 
following, with more than 300,000 custom-
ers from China and a growing market in 
Singapore and Australia.

Liu launched the Tmoji line after con-
sidering rising obesity rates as well as her 
own success in trying to lose weight. She 
saw a need in the consumer market. 

“Most drinks and snacks are not 
healthy at all. I wanted to develop 

products that balance taste and nutrition, 
so I started this company,” she said. 

 “I feel really excited and overwhelmed” 
about making it onto the Forbes China 
list, she says. “The award is a huge recog-
nition, making me realize that our brand 
has become better known, little by little, 
and we are making a difference.”

In addition to running a successful 
business, Liu is pursuing her master’s de-
gree in social entrepreneurship at Peking 
University. She also is a philanthropist 
and volunteer at amfAR, The Foundation 
for AIDS Research.

“What we gain from the world should 
be given back,” she said.

—Laura Pedulli 

the next generation of problem solvers, 
changemakers and critical thinkers who 
will make a difference in their countries.”

IDEA4Africa not only benefits the 
African high school students it serves but 
also provides life-changing teaching and 
learning opportunities for Wheaton stu-
dents who assist Hanno in leading the 
program. As many as 14 students trav-
el with the president each summer and 

winter to facilitate workshops on leader-
ship, after having studied the program on 
the Wheaton campus.

When asked, How do you bring ideas to 
life? Hanno answered: “For me, the key is 
recognizing that opportunity is everywhere. 
Finding opportunities requires looking and 
listening and asking questions. You need to 
go through a process of asking, ‘What would 
improve my community?’, ‘What matches 

up best with my skills?’ and ‘What match-
es up best with my interests?’ Once you have 
an idea, I believe in this simple three-step 
process: take action, learn from that action 
and build something new based on what you 
learned. And then repeat.” 

—Michael Graca

Go online to Wheaton Magazine to get a link 
to the entire interview. 

the work of social innovation

instead of gaming. 
“There is no right or wrong once you 

come through our door—only discov-
ery, experimentation and never-end-
ing surprises,” reads the “About” page 
at codeandcircuit.org. 

Instructors mentor and guide and 
“help make the students’ ideas come 
to life,” he says. A student at a Lego ro-
botics class told Aspeslagh it was the 
best tech course he had taken. “When 
I asked him why, he said, ‘Because you 
help us.’”

Despite his commitments to Ecamm, 
Aspeslagh teaches many of the cours-
es at Code & Circuit. “Kids need men-
tors,” he says. 

As children, he and his brother 
learned coding from a friend’s father, 
who was a programmer. 

At Wheaton, he learned to take 
risks, thanks to LeBlanc. “He gave me 
freedom to explore my own ideas and 
design my own projects, which was im-
portant to my entrepreneurship,” says 
Aspeslagh.

Now Aspeslagh is paying it forward 
by inspiring a new generation, includ-
ing his two young daughters. 

“My oldest enjoys my Coding Club 
class, and my youngest really loves the 
STEAM Team class.”

—Mary Howard ’86 

alumni to create their own opportunities
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Mirko Chardin ’02 infuses 
school life with social justice

By Laura Pedulli

Stories make us human. For Mirko Chardin ’02, his 
story is of a young man, expelled three times from 
different schools, who emerged decades later as a 
middle school principal. 

Back then, Chardin hated school, and often got in 
trouble. Raised in Boston by a single mom with men-
tal illness, he learned responsibility at a young age 
out of the necessity of being a caregiver.

Now, as principal of Putnam Avenue Upper School, 
a public school in Cambridge, Mass., he strives to 
help children, many who face struggles like he once 
did, achieve academic and personal success. His  
efforts center on nurturing teachers, students and 
their families by creating safe spaces—ones that 
promote social justice, intercultural understanding, 
academic excellence and the honoring of each indi-
vidual’s personal story. 

“As an educator, my mission is to solve the ques-
tion: How do we create school communities that have 
the courage and willingness to do things differently, 
that are not solely focused on test scores but under-
stand we are dealing with human beings that some-
day are going to take over this world?” he said.

Chardin’s own journey is of a mission-driven  
individual who overcame challenging circumstanc-
es to make a real impact and difference in the lives 
around him.

“Mirko is one of those American stories that 
doesn’t get told often enough,” said Juan Matos ’04, 
an educator and Chardin’s classmate at Wheaton.

Prologue
Chardin struggled in adolescence, but in high school 
he discovered an environment where he could 
thrive—a place that continues to inspire him in his 
work today.

At Fenway High School in Roxbury, Mass., a Boston 
neighborhood, he found a student-centered institu-
tion, where young people were encouraged to express 
themselves creatively; engage in interdisciplinary 
thinking; be active, engaged citizens; and prepare for 
college, he said. 

“That experience was really transformative for me, 
because it was the first time that I saw the connection 

between educational experiences and schooling and 
the opportunities outside of school,” he said. 

When starting as a student at Wheaton, Chardin, 
an English literature major, immediately set out 
to build community. He co-founded the Learning 
Treehouse, a residential theme house for men of color 
on campus that focused on community engagement 
and academic support.

“The Treehouse really was about making sure men of 
color supported one another,” said Matos, a member of 
the house. “Not everyone got in. To join, you had to write 
an essay that showed your commitment to the mission.”

At the house, accountability cemented everything. 
Everyone knew when each other’s papers were due 
and members had to share their report cards. 

“Being at Wheaton, a lot of us in the house grap-
pled with impostor syndrome and that we weren’t 
supposed to be there,” Matos said. “Mirko was the 
one who helped us stay focused on what we hoped to 
achieve.” 

Basil El Halwagy ’01, another member of the 
Treehouse, seconded that, noting that Chardin was 
passionate about initiatives—and not typical college 
diversions like partying.  

“He was the voice of leadership. He was very apt 
at resolving disputes and providing guidance,” El 
Halwagy said. “He had an ability to really listen and 
hear what you were saying.”

At the Treehouse, students cooked and shared 
meals together, organized spoken word events and 
fundraisers, and shared their art (Chardin also is a 
hip-hop artist). Matos recalled how Chardin would 
help him edit his short stories. 

One time, Chardin organized a potluck with pub-
lic safety staff and former Wheaton president Dale 
Rogers Marshall. 

“Mirko taught me the importance of creating those 
types of connections, and that you aren’t just a stu-
dent, but a neighbor,” Matos said. “I ended up learn-
ing how to mimic his innate ability to connect with 
folks from different backgrounds and stories. That’s 
the biggest lesson I got from him.” 

On campus, Chardin had a number of leadership 
roles, including class president, founder and member 

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM                 
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of the Wheaton Improvement Association, 
and chair of the Intercultural Board. 

But his engagement extended well be-
yond Wheaton. He mentored at schools, 
including Robert J. Coelho Middle School 
in Attleboro, Mass., and Fenway High 
School; ran a youth empowerment non-
profit through the Boys and Girls Club; 
and volunteered in South Africa. Also, he 
and other Treehouse members assisted 
high school students with preparing their 
college applications through Upward 
Bound, a federal program. 

“More than anything, it was these for-
mative experiences that put working with 
young people on my radar,” he said. 

Beginning
Following Wheaton, Chardin received 
his master’s degree in education from 
Tufts University in Medford, Mass., as did 
Treehouse members Matos; El Halwagy; J.D. 
Fergus ’01, who currently is a restorative jus-
tice coordinator at Prospect Hill Academy 
Charter School in Cambridge, Mass.; Jean 
Transtamar ’04, who works in real estate 
and renewable energy; and others. 

Prior to leading Putnam Avenue Upper 
School, he taught seventh and eighth 
grade, served as a summer school princi-
pal and academy teacher at a pilot middle 
school in Boston, and was a principal of an 
academy in Randolph, Mass. 

He remains in touch with the major-
ity of Treehouse students, some as col-
leagues—like El Halwagy, an artist and 
educator (whom Chardin persuaded to 
pursue teaching), who has worked with 
him at both Boston Public Schools and 
Cambridge Public Schools.

“He’s a good friend. There is a bit of an 
overlap between friendships and his ini-
tiatives because he loves the people he 
works with, and builds relationships with 
co-workers and staff, turning them into 
friends,” said El Halwagy. 

Chardin succeeds in education because 
he knows how to use his voice, El Halwagy 
added. “Naturally, he is well-spoken, very 
clear. He is a leader able to communicate 
his vision. He is friendly, but to the point, 
and very organized and prepared.”

Middle
Chardin’s gift for building community 
serves him well at Putnam Avenue Upper 
School, a middle school where he has 
worked for the past six years seeking to 
develop a culture of learning and growth.

Posters on the walls outlining the 

school’s core values remind him of that 
goal every day: “passion, pride and owner-
ship with balance and perseverance.”

The student body includes 263 children 
from varied economic backgrounds and 
different countries. The majority of teach-
ers are people of color, Chardin said, and 
includes individuals from Vietnam and 
China. 

“We were intentional in making sure 
faculty reflects the student population so 
when students step into classrooms, their 
teachers are not just role models but peo-
ple who can relate to them,” he said.

James Hill is a parent with two children 
at Putnam Avenue Upper School (one in 
eighth grade and another starting sixth 
grade) and serves on the school coun-
cil. He describes Chardin as a leader with 
“unusual depth.”

“He is not what you think of when you 
think of a school administrator. He is a 
writer, a rapper and a person with a lot of 
different things going on. My older daugh-
ter really responded to that,” Hill said, 
adding, “She loves school and has  
really blossomed. She has found a com-
munity that she hadn’t had before.”

To be continued
Social justice is a key aspect of the school’s 
mission, and a main component of that: 
sharing stories.

“I frame social justice as the under-
standing of the difference that comes 
with experience, and race, class and gen-
der. It’s OK for there to be different expe-
riences—and be heard and understood in 
that regard,” he said.

Also, under Chardin’s leadership, teach-
ers lead exercises developed by Harvard 
University educator Marshall Ganz. 
Students, organized into small groups, de-
velop and then share their “public story,” 
which delves into their values, what oth-
ers can expect from them, and what they 
can learn from them. 

When sharing journeys and personal 
narratives, “there might be a lot of com-
monalities despite race, class and gender,” 
Chardin said. “It’s really a human-to-hu-
man exchange.”

Table of contents
At Putnam Avenue Upper School, 
Mirko Chardin’s office is welcoming. 
Natural light floods the space, with 
a small table inviting one-on-one 
conversation. Next to that: a mini-
library with multiple copies of his 
favorite books. The “giving library,” as 
Chardin calls it, is stocked with books 
he frequently gives to students. 

“My passion for English literature 
from Wheaton I still carry with me 
today,” he said.

What book does he recommend for 
a middle school student? A Beautiful 
Struggle by Ta-Nehisi Coates. 

“A lot of people are aware of Ta-
Nehisi Coates as an author and writer 
of Between the World and Me, but 
not a lot of people are aware of his 
memoir,” Chardin said. “It’s pretty 
short and highly accessible to teens. 
He essentially talks about his journey 
growing up, getting to the place he’s 
at. He talks about social justice and 
race issues in a more personalized 
than theoretical way. It’s light, 
relatable and a powerful memoir, 
particularly when I think of boys of 
color, to hear from this person who 
is a literary superstar now, hear his 
journey as a middle school-age kid, 
the ups and downs of what he went 
through to get to where he is now,” 
Chardin said.
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Hill said that Chardin’s willingness to 
share his personal journey with both stu-
dents and parents at schoolwide assem-
blies has had an impact. 

“Hearing his story has been important 
to me. And he empowers teachers to tell 
their stories—which are all very differ-
ent—and encourages them to relate to 
students in a more open way. Their stories 
are enlightening,” Hill said.

For example, Chardin said that teach-
ers have shared stories of being children 
of immigrants and wrestling with being 
an American while holding onto their 
own identity. 

Other adults in students’ lives—par-
ents and guardians—also are incorporat-
ed into the fabric of creating a strong sup-
port system for students. 

Hill said Chardin makes a strong ef-
fort to welcome all families, encouraging 
them to participate in school council by 
tailoring each meeting around topics of 
interest to various people. 

Many parents of first-time middle 
schoolers need guidance understanding 

the changes they see in their children, 
Chardin said. “They may think, ‘This kid 
was my best friend until he turned 11. 
What is going on now? They won’t let me 
hold their hand and they don’t want to tell 
me anything.’ We help normalize the ex-
perience, let them know that their kids 
are not going crazy. It’s a natural part of 
human development,” he said.

Chardin also organizes events for fam-
ilies called “Community Conversations,” 
during which outside facilitators, includ-
ing professors from local universities and 
education nonprofits, lead conversations 
on identity and diversity. The events draw 
families, students and the public. Local 
businesses provide free hot food, and 
child care is offered, to encourage par-
ticipation. Events attract 40 to 80 people, 
Chardin said.  

“The discussions have included very 
direct talk about race and how diverse 
populations and people talk to one an-
other,” Hill said. “Mirko is very open 
and unafraid to discuss topics that may 
make people uncomfortable but are 

important. He made very clear that the 
events were open to everyone in the larg-
er community.”

Chardin is looking to broaden his im-
pact. He is working on a book  
(co-authored with Assistant 
Superintendent of Groton-Dunstable 
Regional School District and best-sell-
ing author Katie Novak), which will in-
clude strategies on how to infuse so-
cial justice into curriculum and school 
culture. 

For now, he is hoping that this chapter 
in the students’ lives will help them write 
their own stories of achievement and per-
sonal growth in the years ahead.

“Math, science, reading and writing 
are important skills—but so is develop-
ing communication skills in a diverse 
world, problem-solving, conflict reso-
lution and learning how not to fall vic-
tim to prejudice. So when the next gen-
eration is in a position to make decisions 
for us, we can feel comfortable that they 
will make good decisions that make us 
proud,” he said. 

Principal Mirko Chardin ’02 sits in his office at the Putnam Avenue Upper School, where he seeks to support academic success and personal growth.  
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Reunion By the numbers
1 “American Idol”
4 international alumni from Estonia, Hong Kong, 
London and Paris
9 shovels for the groundbreaking for the new 
residence hall
25 states from which alums hail
100+ non-Reunion-year alumni and guests
400 Reunion-year alumni (classes ending in three 
and eight)
Countless smiles, hugs and poses for photos
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1. Eric Tomasini ’97
Major: Psychology
Profession: Senior director of higher  
education consulting, Huron Consulting 
Group 

“I hope to preserve Wheaton’s legacy at 
a time when higher education is in flux. 
I’m excited to be part of thinking of inno-
vative ways to keep Wheaton relevant and 
to serve students and alumni.”

2. Ryan Sermon ’11
Major: Sociology 
Profession: Admissions counseling pro-
fessional, Pima Community College

“As someone who works in higher ed-
ucation, it’s an honor to give back to my 
alma mater. When hearing the words 
‘Wheaton community,’ I think ‘we/unity’ 
and ‘inclusion.’” 

3. Grace Kelly ’16
Major: History 
Profession: Policy assistant, Virginia 
Governor Ralph Northam

“I care about Wheaton as an institution 
and as a sacred place for students. I hope 
to serve as a liaison between the college 
and the young alumni, in particular.” 

4. Patricia Sweeting ’77
Major: Economics 
Profession: Program coordinator in the 
art education department, New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center

“My relationships with Wheaton class-
mates has been (and continues to be) a 
strong and empowering bond in my life. I 
have always appreciated the people I met 
and the skills I developed.”

5. Joshua Bauchner ’95
Major: Political science
Profession: Partner, co-chair of litigation 
department, Ansell Grimm & Aaron, PC

“The board has transformed over the 
past few years. I am intrigued by its suc-
cess and the role it is playing within the 
Wheaton community and delighted to 
have been asked to join.”

6. Marci Lunder Miller ’77
Major: Urban studies 
Profession: Retired from career working 
with nonprofit agencies

“I was looking for a new way to stay in-
volved. The board represents thousands 
of people and new ideas; what could be 
more exciting and challenging?” 

7. Amanda DeGroff Munger ’12
Major: Political science 
Profession: Communications director, 
Congressman Rick Larsen (D-Wash.)

“I am a strong believer that we get 
where we are because of our connections. 
I am always willing to be a resource for 
the Wheaton community.” 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NETWORK

NICKI PARDO

Welcome aboard
The Alumni Board of Directors has announced seven new members

1

2

3
5

4

6 7

Go online to read more from the new members and about the board’s new president, Joshua 
Bauchner ’95, who was featured in the summer issue of the magazine. 



Iron man
Jamie Lundell ’02 
forges niche  
as a blacksmith
Jamie Lundell’s job description reads like 
it’s from another era: blacksmith, armor-
er and sword fighter.

But the accomplished ironworker and 
3D artist can also add modern terms like  
entrepreneur, instructor and reality TV 
star.

The Class of 2002 alumnus makes and 
sells custom hand-forged swords, knives 
and armor—carrying on a beloved tra-

ditional craft. 
Through his com-
pany, Dragon’s 
Breath Forge, he 
and his business 
partners also teach 
blacksmithing to a 
growing number of 
students.

His mastery of 
blacksmithing has 

landed him on the History Channel’s re-
ality show “Forged in Fire,” on the Roman 
Gladius episode, where he was named 
champion.

As a child, he loved making things. 
“I was interested in medieval knights, 
armor and swords,” Lundell said. “My fa-
vorite GI Joes were the ones with swords.”

At Wheaton, as a studio art major, he 
studied sculpture and technical theater, 
and discovered metalworking while tak-
ing a summer class at the School of the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston that fo-
cused on jewelry making.

“I fell in love with working with metal. 
I wanted to work bigger, with iron and 
steel, so I ended up getting grants from 
Wheaton to go and apprentice. This sup-
port allowed me to pursue my interest 
and focus on what I wanted to do.”

He credits Tim Cunard, former stu-
dio art professor, and Professor of 
English Michael Drout for their ongoing 
encouragement.

“It was a real pleasure to watch Jamie 

realize that the more effort he put into 
mastering traditional craftsmanship, 
the more his imagination blossomed 
and came to life,” Drout said. “I don’t 
think a single person who knew Jamie at 
Wheaton is at all surprised that he has be-
come such an accomplished artist: it was 
clear from the beginning.”

Drout recalled a long conversation 
with Lundell on the meaning of the Old 
English word “wyrmfah” (decorated with 
serpents)—as used in the epic story of 
Beowulf—when used to describe a sword. 

“He had a better idea of ‘wyrmfah’ than 

I did. One of the Saxon swords he cre-
ated has a pattern etched on the blade 
that absolutely has to be what the au-
thor of Beowulf means by ‘wyrmfah.’ 
Scholarship meets art and the result is 
beauty,” Drout said.

Indeed, as a founding member of Dragon’s 
Breath Forge in Wolcott, Conn., Lundell 
strives for historical accuracy in his line of 
swords, knives and medieval weaponry.

He has a particular fascination with 
Viking history, and has studied muse-
um pieces, source texts and lectures. 
As a member of the Society of Creative 
Anachronism—a historical re-creation 
group—he assumes a Viking persona dur-
ing events and battles, and creates much 
of his own equipment.

The artist becomes poetic when talk-
ing about iron: ”It is the heaviest element 
created in a star, everything heavier than 
iron is created in supernovas, the explo-
sions that occur at the end of a star’s life 
cycle. My swords, if cared for, could last 
for thousands of years. It’s a way of ex-
tending my life through my work.” 

—Laura Pedulli

SHARPBYCOOP PHOTOGRAPHY

 Jamie Lundell ’02 works with hot metal to craft a sword at his shop in Wolcott, Conn.
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Reunion Wheaton Fund facts: 
1958
The Class of 1958 had the highest 
participation rate with 72 per-
cent of their class making a gift 
through the Wheaton Fund.
1968
The 50th Reunion Class of 1968 
secured two awards: the Reunion 
Donor Award, recognizing the 
class with the most donors to the 
Wheaton Fund with 118 stepping 
forward to support the college;  
and the Reunion Gift Award, 
recognizing the class with the 
largest five-year total for the 
Wheaton Fund.
1993
The Class of 1993 was celebrated 
for being the first 25th Reunion 
class to contribute $50,000 to 
the Wheaton Fund. 
2008
The Class of 2008 celebrated a 
78 percent increase in participa-
tion.
2018
One hundred and seventy 
eight graduating seniors—and 
youngest alumni—made a gift 
to the Wheaton Fund prior to 
Commencement. 

Three members of the Class of 1953 (the most senior class attending Reunion): Virginia Hampson Finlay, Gretchen 
Wheelock Orme, Louise Hall West Gerbasi, with President Dennis M. Hanno and outgoing Alumni Association President 
Jane Martin ’74

KEITH NORDSTROM

Caroline “Cary” Campbell Edwards ’70, Donna Elton Hess ’70, Marcia Seifert Hoffman ’70, Kathleen “Kathie” Ring McCarthy ’70 and Janet Knapp Theerman ’70 
laugh together in Boston’s South End, where they enjoyed a garden tour. 



Donald “Don” Khoury ’95 and Jennifer Pilcher ’95 at Move for Minds 
event in Boston.

Laurie Easton Parker ’82 enjoys a bike ride through the French 
countryside. 

Looking to get involved? Contact 
our Alumni Relations Office at 508-286-
8207 or visit wheatoncollege.edu/alumni/
volunteer-information to learn about 
the many ways to volunteer and support 
Wheaton.

Did your contact information change?
Report changes of address and email to Alumni 
Relations at 508-286-8207 or alum@wheatoncollege.
edu.

Is your class year missing and you have news 
to share?
Contact us at magazine@wheatoncollege.edu and we 
will put you in touch with your class secretary.

Looking to volunteer?
Contact our Alumni Relations Office to get involved at 
508-286-8207.

For class secretaries: How to submit Class 
Notes
By email: Submit Class Notes to magazine@wheatoncol-
lege.edu. Include your class year in the subject line (e.g., 
“Class Notes, 2001.”) Also, we accept Class Notes by snail 
mail: 

Class Notes
Wheaton Magazine
Wheaton College
26 E. Main St.
Norton, MA 02766

Deadlines
Spring: Jan. 9, 2019
Summer: April 4, 2019
Fall: July 2, 2019
Winter: Sept. 27, 2019

Photos
To submit digital photos (preferred), email them as 
an attachment to magazine@wheatoncollege.edu. For 
full guidelines, visit wheatoncollege.edu/wheaton-
magazine/submitting-digital-images. Mail photographic 
prints (at least 4x6 inches in size) to address above. 
Please send copies only; we cannot return photos.

For all photos: Please supply a brief description of the 
event and all the names and class years of the alumni in 
the picture.

Please note: The photos you send in must be sharp 
and clear. Photos that are out of focus, or that have 
harsh shadows, over-exposed areas or “red-eyed” sub-
jects may not be usable. Often we receive more photos 
than we can use in any one issue. When this happens, 
we will select photos that represent a variety of class 
years and timely events.
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1942
Carol Wright Ashwell, a former resi-
dent of Old Greenwich, Conn., died 
on August 5 in North Branford, Conn. 
After graduating from Wheaton with 
a bachelor’s degree in English, she 
worked as a copywriter at J. Walter 
Thompson. In 1946, she married 
Tom. After taking time out for three 
children and volunteer work, she 
joined the Greenwich Red Cross staff 
in 1967 and served as the chapter’s 
blood program director until 1977. 
In 1979, she became coordinator 
of Friends of Youth, a Big Brother 
Big Sister program of Family and 
Children Services in Stamford, Conn. 
She retired in 1986.

Marjorie “Marge” Weick Dunaway, 
97, died on August 25 in Wyndmoor, 
Pa. She was married to Wayland. 
She received her bachelor’s degree 
in English from Wheaton and 

completed the executive secre-
tarial course at the Katharine Gibbs 
School in Boston. During World War 
II, she was employed at the Harvard 
Underwater Sound Laboratory 
in Cambridge, Mass., and Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. Later, she was an 
executive secretary and admin-
istrative assistant at Penn State 
University. Marjorie was active in 
the Council of Auxiliaries, American 
Association of University Women, 
the Pennsylvania Humanities Council 
and the Pennsylvania Community 
Education Advisory Council. 

1944
Elinore Coucouvitis, 95, of East 
Hampstead, N.H., passed away 
on July 23, in Manchester, N.H. 
Elinore received her bachelor’s 
degree in modern languages from 
Wheaton and her master’s degree in 

English from the University of New 
Hampshire in 1965. Elinore was on 
the board of directors of the family 
business, B & C Shoe Co. She began 
her teaching career in New Boston, 
N.H. She went on to teach in the 
Manchester, N.H., school system for 
five years and then taught English at 
Medford High School, retiring after 25 
years in 1990.

1947
Gloria Gillert Solarz, 92, died 
on November 16. She attended 
Wheaton for a short time.  

1948
Mary “Emmie” Shreve Woodward, 
91, of Bridgeport, W.Va., died on 
September 6. Mary was preceded in 
death by husband John. Mary gradu-
ated from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy. She began her 

career with Foreign Services, now 
known as the CIA, and then contin-
ued her career as a manager with the 
National Symphony Orchestra. She 
attended the Episcopal Church most 
of her life. Mary enjoyed quilting, talk-
ing with others and was knowledge-
able about the history of West Virginia 
and enjoyed sharing that with others.

1949
Jean Evans Osterheld died on July 
12. She was a resident of North Little 
Rock, Ark., at the time of her passing. 
Jean received her bachelor’s degree 
in chemistry from Wheaton and 
maintained her connection to her alma 
mater, including funding a chemistry 
lab in her name.

1950
Margaret Brion of Needham, Mass., 
died on July 15. She graduated from 

Ninety years, 10 insights
Don’t we all wish we knew then what we know now? Mary 
Kennard McHugh ’50, a writer, is divulging wisdom gained from 
her 90 years of living in a new book. She shared the highlights: 

1. You can’t expect people in your family to act the way you want 
them to act unless you spell it out for 
them. 

2. Don’t act like a “little old lady.” Avoid 
cackling or talking about your health is-
sues, walking around with scrunched-
up hair, or telling long, pointless sto-
ries. Be open to new things, make new 
friends, travel and say “yes” as often as 
possible. 

3. Helen Keller’s motto was: “Life is 
a daring adventure or nothing at all.” 
Make that your motto. Be willing to try 
almost anything.

4. Don’t make up your mind about a 
person from the way he or she looks. 
Talk to that person. Every single 
person has something of value to 
discover. 

5. Growing older is fun. Who knew? You don’t have to worry 
about getting a job, finding a spouse, raising children or any-
thing but doing what you feel like. Old is in.

6. Find a way to help other people that’s fun and in-
teresting. Go to a studio or read novels to the blind 
and dyslexic. Read or play music or talk to hospice 
patients. Assist in a nursery school. 

7. Pursue counseling or therapy when you’re 
going through devastating circumstances.

8. Program an activity that you really love 
doing into the middle of your busy life. Make a 
date with yourself once a week and just have fun. 

9. Take a course in money management.

10. Wear a hat. “I bought a little black hat with 
a veil that looks like it was made in the 1920s. 
Whenever I wear it, people smile and start talking 
to me about how much they like my hat and before 
I know it, I have a new friend.”

IN MEMORIAM
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Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology and received her master’s 
degree and Ph.D. in education from 
Boston University. She was a school-
teacher in the Needham and Dedham 
public school system. 

1951
Electa Willey Cook, 88, of 
Independence, Mo., died on March 
21. She graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in biology. 
In November 1989, she retired from 
Independence Regional Health Center. 
She played an active role in the follow-
ing organizations: Parents Without 
Partners, Meals on Wheels, Random 
Acts of Genealogical Kindness and 
Genealogy Branch of Library. She 
was an active member of the Palmer 
Center and was a member of First 
United Methodist of Independence.

Virginia Hay Smith, 88, died on 

August 17 in Oak Park, Ill. She gradu-
ated from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in English. After college, she 
met and soon married Paul. They 
settled in Connecticut. She earned 
her master’s degree in education 
from Trinity College in 1970. She 
taught English and special education 
in the Hartford Public Schools and at 
private schools. In 1988, she earned a 
master’s degree in library science from 
Simmons College. She served as a re-
search librarian at the Massachusetts 
Historical Society.  

1952 
Eleanor George died on June 27. 
Eleanor received her bachelor’s degree 
in psychology from Wheaton, and her 
master’s degree in speech pathology 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. 

1953
Joan Tyler DeLapp, of Falmouth, 
Mass., died on June 15. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree in econom-
ics from Wheaton. After marrying, 
she brought up her family in Fairfield 
County, Conn., acting as head of the 
Wilton PTA and as a substitute teacher 
for a number of years. Later in life, 
Joan and her husband split their year 
between summers in Ashfield, Mass., 
and winters in Westport, Conn. Joan 
worked as a paralegal for a number of 
firms. In retirement, Joan rediscov-
ered an interest in needlepoint, a skill 
that garnered her many ribbons at the 
Barnstable County Fair.  

1954
Nancy Doyle Lee, 86, died on July 
11 in Naples, Fla. Nancy received her 
bachelor’s degree from Wheaton in 
economics. She joined John Hancock 

Insurance Co. in 1978 as a systems 
analyst and later, an IT specialist. She 
retired in 1996. She was a member of 
Longwood Cricket Club, Naples Bath 
and Tennis Club, Kensington Golf and 
Tennis Club, and Naples Grande. 

1956
Barbara Whidden Day, of West 
Tisbury, Mass., formerly of Boston, 
died on April 17 in Sarasota, Fla. After 
graduating from Wheaton in 1956 with 
a bachelor’s degree in English, she 
lived in San Francisco and worked in 
advertising. She moved to Cleveland, 
Ohio, where she became a member of 
the Cleveland Play House and starred 
as the lead in “A Mouse Trap” and “A 
Streetcar Named Desire.” Barbara 
moved to New York City and worked for 
DuPont and the Lincoln Center for the 
Performing Arts. Barbara married her 
husband of 54 years, Bob, in 1963. They 

Good judgment
Irene Bagdoian ’82 appointed to Massachusetts Housing Court
After serving briefly in her new post 
as judge in the Massachusetts Housing 
Court, Irene Bagdoian ’82 is taking in 
the views from the other side of the 
bench. 

“It’s shocking to be on the other side, 
looking upon a sea of faces,” she said. 
“I’ve been an attorney in courtrooms 
second-guessing judges for 28 years. 
Now attorneys are looking at me as the 
judge they are second-guessing.”

Bagdoian is one of five new judges 
appointed by Gov. Charlie Baker this 
past April to expand coverage of the 
housing court—a specialty court that 
has jurisdiction on all matters related to 
residential housing. Her post, the Metro 
South Housing Court, is a new division 
that is scheduled to be “up and running” 
in August of 2018, which will encompass 
an area of parts of Plymouth County and 
all of Norfolk County—from Quincy to 
Franklin, Mass.

“Housing is a really interesting area 
of the law. Housing is a critical stability 
issue of society, public health and safety. 
It is not just about landlords evicting ten-
ants; it is about making sure housing is 
habitable and safe and that landlords and 
homeowners take their responsibilities 
seriously,” Bagdoian said. “I’m glad to be there 
to adjudicate those issues as they come up.”

Bagdoian received her bachelor’s degree 
at Wheaton in government and her juris doc-
torate from Boston University School of Law. 

For the past decade, she has served as a solo 
legal practitioner in Brockton, Mass., repre-
senting individuals and businesses in civil 
litigation related to housing, foreclosure, real 

estate and consumer protection. 
Among her many accomplishments: 

founding the Brockton Housing Court 
Lawyer for the Day Program, which of-
fers advice to unrepresented landlords 
and tenants. She also has organized 
educational programming for volunteer 
lawyers, and served on the steering 
committee for the Tenancy Preservation 
Program and as a board member 
of the Justice Center of Southeast 
Massachusetts.

Her interest in law was sparked by the 
late professor Jay Goodman, especially 
in his class on tort law.

“He taught us just like they do in law 
school, putting students on the spot for 
answers and grading on a bell curve. I 
did very well, which revealed to me that 
this is what I should be doing,” Bagdoian 
said. “He was very encouraging to us to 
expand our horizons and consider be-
coming lawyers. I think all of my peers 
who entered the legal profession see 
Jay as the professor who pushed us and 
encouraged us.”

The encouragement paid off, and 
Bagdoian is looking forward to serving 
as a judge until the end of her career. 

“This is an opportunity that I have 
been interested in for the past 10 years. It has 
been a process. I’m happy that the governor 
appointed me,” she said. 

—Laura Pedulli

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, left, with Irene Bagdoian 
’82 and Gov. Charlie Baker
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moved to Boston, and Barbara worked 
in the development office at Harvard 
Divinity School. Barbara earned her 
brokerage license, and became an as-
sistant vice president of the March Co. 

Jane Redfield Forsberg, of Westwood, 
Mass., and Cape Porpoise, Maine, died 
on August 22. She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology. She was president of her 
class at Wheaton and a member of 
the synchronized swim team. Jane 
advocated for inclusion and integra-
tion of special needs individuals in the 
Westwood Public School System. She 
authored Our Kathy, a book on aware-
ness around special needs children. 
She continued her work, becoming 
the chair of the board of the ARC 
(Association of Retarded Citizens) of 
South Norfolk County. 

Lucy Cabot Smethurst, of Atlanta 
died on July 27. She graduated 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in 
French. She received her M.B.A. from 
Radcliffe in Cambridge, Mass. Lucy 
married Wood. Lucy served as chair 
of the Georgia Conservancy. Lead 
positions with the Georgia Division of 
Natural Resources, Leadership Atlanta 
and the Georgia Clean Air Campaign 
all followed. Lucy was also an artist 
throughout her life. She took great 
pleasure in painting natural land and 
seascapes.

1960
Sharon “Sherry” Rupert, died on May 
12 in Sag Harbor, N.Y. After graduat-
ing from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics, she moved to 
New York City. She worked in financial 
and theater management at Circle 
in the Square Theater, Martinique 
Theater, APA-Phoenix Repertory 
Company, Queens Theater in the Park, 
Wagner Festival Theatre, City Center 
and Guild Hall of East Hampton. She 
was also vice president and treasurer 
of Brooklyn Academy of Music and 
managed several summer theaters in 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Connecticut. 
She opened her home to many friends 
and family; and made their children a 
big part of her life. Her Kentucky Derby 
parties were an annual celebration. She 
also was known for her many hats and 
scrapbooks.

1965
Nancy Lurensky Swidler, 75, of 
Framingham, Mass., passed away 
May 30. She received her bachelor’s 
degree in history from Wheaton and 

her master’s degree in education from 
Wheelock College. She was a longtime 
teacher at Angier Elementary School in 
Waban, Mass.

1973
Joanne Elfers, 66, formerly of 
Wellesley, Mass., died on January 20 
in Columbus, Ohio. She attended 
Wheaton for a short time. She was a 
lifelong Patriots fan and enjoyed danc-
ing, the arts and horse riding.

1980
Amy Carter died on May 15 in 
Jacksonville, Fla. After graduating from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree 
in music, she worked in the bank-
ing industry in both Connecticut and 
Florida. Her true passion was theater, 
where she performed in and produced 
numerous productions, and served as 
the president of the Wilton Playshop 
and the Westport Community Theatre. 

Friends
Bernice Wilner, former events coordi-
nator, in June

Relatives
1961 Peyton Mead, husband of Mimi 
Patterson Mead, in May 

1963 Eric Birch, husband of Sandra 
Ohrn Moose, in July

1965 Gerald Clifford, husband of Jane 
Nichols Clifford, in May 

1964 Martin Schwartz, father of Judith 
Schwartz Ball, in June 2017

1973 Trenton Karalekas, father of 
Dorothy Karalekas Whalen, in March

1974 Trenton Karalekas, father of 
Susan Karalekas, in March

1974 Zina Surprenant, mother of Linda 
Surprenant Gordon, in September 
2017

1975 Martin Schwartz, father of 
Deborah Schwartz, in June 2017

1976 Carol Wright Ashwell, mother of 
Lauren Ashwell, in August

1980 Madeline Groark, mother of M. 
Laura Groark, in June

1982 Gloria Gillert Solarz, mother of 
Cynthia Solarz, in November 2017

1994 Anthony Matejczyk, father of 
Elizabeth Matejczyk Alcock, in January 

1998 Peter Bunting, father of Lisa 
Bunting Howard, in January

2008 Cinda Hill, mother of Heather Hill 
Lobitz, in October 2017

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.
Justin Burgher ’20
Justin is majoring in psychology. 
“Having a career in the business 
of helping others overcome their 
personal issues would be extremely 
rewarding and would make me 
feel like I’d be making a real  
difference in the world,”  
Justin says. As he pursues 
his passion, he is also 
supporting the dreams of 
other students by  
volunteering with the 
Wheaton Fund. 

Give to the Wheaton Fund today to 
support the dreams of tomorrow.

Go online to learn more about how your support creates 
opportunities for Justin and other students.

wheatoncollege.edu/giving

In Memoriam continued
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Spellbound 
At Wheaton, Tina Koutsos 
Jordan ’82 developed a love of 
studying the past from pro-
fessors like Alexander Bloom. 
Now, every day she gets to re-
live history and show others the 
value of not repeating the past. 

Jordan, director of the 
Salem Witch Museum, joined 
the staff nearly 40 years ago 
while an undergraduate at 
Wheaton (she majored in gov-
ernment). The museum’s ex-
hibits focus on a dark chapter 
in U.S. colonial history, from 
1692–93, when mass hysteria 
and witchcraft accusations 
resulted in the executions of 
20 people (mostly women) and 
the deaths of five others.

“The thing about witch tri-
als and witch hunting is that 
fear makes people irratio-
nal. We’re trying to make peo-
ple step outside of themselves. 
Before making rash judg-
ments, we want them to exam-
ine all the evidence,” she said.

Under Jordan’s leadership, 
Salem Witch Museum guests 
are immersed in the history 
of the trials through life-size 
stage sets, figures, lighting and 
a narration of the witch hunt. 

But the museum also of-
fers programs like “Witches: 
Evolving Perception,” a supple-
mental exhibit asking guests 
to look at and identify how fear 
and triggering events have led 
to scapegoating throughout 

modern history—from 
Japanese interred in camps 
during World War II to Muslim-
Americans getting physical-
ly abused or denied service fol-
lowing the 9/11 attacks.

The museum also keeps the 
public informed of new dis-
coveries. For example, two 
years ago, scholars pinpoint-
ed the execution site (by hang-
ing, not by burning as some in-
correctly believe) of 19 of the 
accused witches to a Salem lot 
in a residential neighborhood 
(behind Walgreens) called 
Proctor’s Ledge. 

“It’s an important piece of 
the witch trial story. At the 
memorial’s dedication, it was 
wonderful to witness how the 
Salem community commemo-
rated this important chapter 
in American history and re-
affirmed why we need to con-
tinue to teach the lessons of 
the trials,” Jordan said. 

What motivates Jordan to 
stay here? Endless opportuni-
ties to learn. 

Professors and research-
ers from local universities, 
colleges and historical societ-
ies partner with her and the 
museum to impart the latest 
scholarship on the trials and 
the continued relevancy. 

Several other Wheaton alum-
ni and students also have ties 
to the Salem Witch Museum, 
including Sheila Cran-Barry 

’58 (staff member), Alexander 
Grover ’09 (former manag-
er) and sophomore Hannah 
Donovan (staff intern). 

Jordan, who also is vice pres-
ident of Destination Salem, 
the board overseeing the city’s 
tourism and cultural office, is 
gearing up for a busy fall sea-
son—the biggest opportunity 

to make the past relevant.
In October, when thoughts 

of ghosts and witches are 
on the mind, tourism peaks 
and the museum usually 
draws 65,000 of its more than 
350,000 annual visitors.

—Laura Pedulli
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Our ‘American Idol’ returns

“Being back on the Wheaton College campus after almost a decade (how has it been a decade?!) was 
truly a surreal experience for me. I first started to dream of making music a career while I was a 
student at Wheaton, and it was really cool to be able to return with that being a reality. Due to the 
weather being a little iffy, they moved our concert from outside to inside at the chapel. I joked that I 
hadn’t been to the chapel since my freshman year, when I was reading the honor code out loud, but 
I’m pretty sure that’s true. It was so beautiful to play there. The sound was amazing, and it made 
for a really special setting to play a set of my own songs. Since it was my 10-year Reunion, I think 
the greatest part of the whole day was spending time with old friends, catching up and retelling 
old stories from Wheaton, and just laughing about the great times we had together on that campus. 
I’ve played arenas, opened for some of my favorite artists and won ‘American Idol,’ but there was 
something even more special about returning to Wheaton and playing music there. It was kind of 
where it all started for me, and it was really great to see it come full circle.”

—Nick Fradiani ’08, U.S. history major, 2015 “American Idol” winner

(Fradiani, whose most recent EP is “Where We Left Off,” is currently in the studio working on his next project.)

KEITH NORDSTROM



For information, call Amy Dumont ’09 in the Office of Gift Planning at  
508-286-3391 or visit giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Giving possibility. 

Planning 
the future.

KEITH NORDSTROM                 

“As an art history major, I was inspired by a poster I saw in 
Watson Fine Arts for a language school in Perugia, Italy, and  
I spent a year in Italy. It was there that my passion for the 
country and its language was born. I now enjoy a second 
career as a language instructor and organizer of trips to 
Italy. I want to make it possible for our Wheaton students to 
study and live abroad and experience the joy of exploring and 
learning from other places. As a retired educator, I am not a 
wealthy person. However, I have made some wise financial 
decisions in my lifetime and I’m thrilled to be able to provide 
this gift of opportunity through my bequest.”

Roberta Bourassa ’67
Retired public school educator, organizer of individual and small group trips to Italy
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Wheaton Fund volunteer
“During my time as a student at Wheaton 
I took advantage of many opportunities 
available to not only enhance my own 
knowledge and experience but also 
to try to give back to the Wheaton 
community. While I learned a lot from 
my classes and my research with 
Professor Hilary Gaudet ’09, working 
in the library and as a resident advisor 
were also valuable because of the 
student interactions. I volunteer with 
the Wheaton Fund because I know my 
time makes a difference and enhances 
students’ experiences. My financial 
support every year contributes to more 
students being able to seek projects and 
activities that may have been otherwise 
challenging to pursue.”

Wheaton Fund

Mehreen Khan ’17
Research technician
Whitehead Institute
Cambridge, Mass.

Learn more at wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.

Your investment today inspires 
the dreams of tomorrow.
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