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A lot to smile about
Road trips are always fun—getting 
to venture off campus while still 
delving into the stories of Wheaton. 
That was the case for me in 
October 2018 when I went to inter-
view Cliff Notez, the hip-hop art-
ist also known as Cliften Bonner-
Desravines ’13, in his Cambridge, 
Mass., recording studio on the oc-
casion of him being nominated for 
a Boston Music Award. 

He was as laid back as Snoop 
Dogg, swiveling in his leather 
chair, but clearly excited by the 
possibility of winning an award 
that recognizes the hottest musi-
cal talent in the area. We were all 
so happy here when he was pro-
nounced the New Artist of the 
Year at an awards ceremony in 
December, where he also was in-
vited to perform. I had to take a 
selfie with him, of course, during 
my visit. His story is on page 32. 

There is a lot to smile about in 
this issue. Megan Collins ’06 pub-
lished her first novel to rave re-
views. Professor of Biology Robert 
Morris and Philip Manos ’08, a 

pioneer in stem cell technology, 
are collaborating on campus.  

And, in our cover story, our 
alumni have a lot to say about 
their current career success and 
how their internships while stu-
dents at Wheaton helped them 

follow their passions and achieve 
their goals as professionals in the 
working world. Enjoy.

BETWEEN THE LINES

“I wanted to let you know that I  
really enjoyed the winter 2019  
edition of Wheaton Magazine. 
My favorite section by far was the 
1942 Class Notes. Helen Tarshis 
Shapiro’s story of her visit to cam-
pus read like a wonderful short 
story. Please let her know how 
grateful I am to her for shar-
ing that day with the rest of the 
Wheaton family.

—Helene Butler ’83 

I want to compliment you on how 
interesting the magazine has be-
come. I go through it as soon as it 
comes, choose my favorite stories 
to read first and read practically all 
the articles before the next maga-
zine arrives. What I turned to first 
in winter 2019 was the reflection 
by Kate Boylan ’04 on Wheaton’s 
archivist, Zephorene Stickney 
Helmreich. … The most mov-
ing part for me, of course, is that 
Zephorene’s retirement occurred 

after her marriage to Professor 
Helmreich. They can spend their 
retirement years together. And, 
the Humpty Dumpty charac-
ters were perfect for the cover. If 
Priscilla King Gray ’55 ever wants 
to pass them on, tell her there is a 
member of the Class of 1956 who is 
interested. Just kidding, but they 
are wonderful. Thank you again for 
making the magazine most worth-
while to read.

— Patricia “Peaches” Henning ’56

COMMENTS
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@DHANNO

Embracing community 
I recently flew to San Diego to talk about 
some of the ways that Wheaton incorpo-
rates active, experiential learning into the 
curriculum. The occasion was the 2019 
Ashoka U Exchange, a gathering that brings 
more than 700 educators from around the 
world to share ideas on how to create social 
impact through education. The purpose of 
the session was to challenge preconceived 
notions that experiential learning only oc-
curs outside of the college’s programs. 

The event prompted me to reflect not 
only on the many ways that Wheaton 
students engage in experiential educa-
tion, but also how these initiatives are 
strengthening the college’s connection 

with our local com-
munities. The cit-
ies and towns 
of southeastern 
Massachusetts 
offer a wide range 
of opportunities for 
experiential learn-
ing. And our fac-
ulty and students 
are acting on those 

openings, learning while contributing to 
our local communities. 

For example, Associate Professor of 
Sociology Karen McCormack and students 
in her classes are assisting the Taunton 
Housing Authority in conducting a multi-
year evaluation of programs offered by the 
agency as well as collaborating with the 
Norton Senior Center and Council on Aging. 
Instructor of Business Kenneth Bray over-
sees student teams who provide free con-
sulting on organizational management and 
marketing to local businesses and nonprofit 
organizations. Last year, the Attleboro Arts 
Museum opened an exhibition made possi-
ble thanks to work conducted by a Wheaton 
class, continuing a very successful collab-
oration nurtured by Assistant Professor of 
Museum Studies Leah Niederstadt. 

And because Wheaton is a residential 
college, where learning happens nearly 
every hour of the day, students are learn-
ing and serving the community outside of 
class, too. The Math Madness event that 
was hosted by the women’s basketball 

team at one of their games in January 
stands out as a recent and excellent exam-
ple. The team created a memorable lesson 
on applied mathematics for the more than 
150 seventh grade students who came 
to the Emerson Gym to challenge their 
knowledge and cheer on Wheaton. At the 
same time, it offered the opportunity for 
aspiring teacher Mikayla Pucci ’21 to try 
her hand at developing a lesson plan. 

Overall, Wheaton students spent more 
than 3,300 hours performing community 
service, tutoring students in Norton public 
schools, sponsoring programs at the pub-
lic library, mentoring young athletes and 
assisting numerous other area nonprofit 
agencies. And the college continues to look 
for new ways to connect our students with 
regional organizations that would benefit 
from their talents and energy. 

New this year is a deepening partnership 
between Wheaton and the Attleboro YMCA. 
The college received grant funding to hire 
recent graduate Caleigh Grogan ’18 to ex-
pand leadership development programs at 
the Attleboro YMCA for middle school and 
high school girls. In particular, she is re-
cruiting more students from Wheaton and 
other area colleges to serve as mentors for 
the girls participating in the program. 

In some cases, the college’s outreach 
brings the community to campus. The 
Summit for Women in STEM, found-
ed and directed by professors Rachelle 

DeCoste and Laura Ekstrom, is one ex-
citing example. Local educators and stu-
dents join with hundreds of undergradu-
ates and women scientists from through-
out New England and beyond. With our 
students and faculty, the gathering is a 
celebration of women’s accomplishments 
in the sciences as well as a space for build-
ing a supportive community to promote 
diversity in science. The event itself of-
fers a wide variety of learning experienc-
es. What’s more, it opens up new oppor-
tunities. One of the sponsors for the event 
is the pharmaceutical company Alnylam, 
which is locating a large facility in Norton. 
Wheaton’s engagement with the company 
may bring exciting new internship oppor-
tunities for our students. 

The thread running through all of these 
initiatives, as well as the many others I 
have not mentioned here, is a focus on mu-
tually beneficial relationships. These part-
nerships provide learning opportunities 
for our students while strengthening the 
organizations and businesses that com-
prise our local community. Ultimately, it 
exemplifies Wheaton’s core value—pro-
viding an amazing education that pre-
pares students to develop solutions to big 
problems and put them into action. 

Dennis M. Hanno, 
president

Mim Fawcett, executive director of the Attleboro Arts Museum, and Wheaton students at the 
February 2018 opening of “The Provenance Project” exhibition, which was created with the help of 
student research conducted in the “Introduction to Museum Studies” course

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Advancing advising for success
Wheaton evaluating, revising programs to promote excellence

Wheaton is one of 12 institutions across 
the country that has been selected to par-
ticipate in the new Excellence in Academic 
Advising (EAA) initiative—a program de-
signed to establish aspirational standards 
for evaluating and improving academic  
advising and to promote student success 
in college and beyond.

Created by NACADA: The Global 
Community for Academic Advising 
and the John N. Gardner Institute for 
Excellence in Undergraduate Education, 
EAA partners Wheaton with an advising 
fellow who will guide the school through a 
self-study of its advising programs across 
the institution, considering nine condi-
tions of excellence.

The overall goal is to ensure that  
advising at Wheaton is not just trans-
actional but individually transforma-
tional, said Andrew Brereton, executive 
dean for student success in Wheaton’s 
Filene Center for Academic Advising 

and Career Services.
“Being part of the initial EAA co-

hort shows that Wheaton is commit-
ted to being a leader in student success 
and advising,” Brereton said. “This is not 
just about meeting academic require-
ments. It’s about having a real impact on 
students.”

Wheaton’s academic advising pro-
gram already is undergoing some changes 
this year, transitioning from a class dean 
model—where students in a graduat-
ing class see a different advisor each year 
they are at Wheaton—to a more personal-
ized approach, Brereton said.

“We want students, when they come in, 
to develop a relationship with an advisor, 
to know they have somebody in their cor-
ner who knows their story and who is in-
vested in their success,” he said.

Faculty and staff across the campus will 
play a significant role in this review and 
the implementation of recommendations 

during the two-year process. 
Steven Viveiros, dean of advising and 

academic success, noted that Wheaton is 
positioned to benefit from this review and 
also contribute to the EAA initiative.

“As a member of NACADA, and serv-
ing on the council for the association, it 
has been exciting to watch this initiative 
evolve and come to fruition,” Viveiros 
said. “As a charter member of EAA, 
Wheaton will set the bar for quality aca-
demic advising at small liberal arts insti-
tutions and contribute directly to schol-
arship in the field. 

“The partnership of faculty, staff and 
administration in supporting student 
success is fundamental to academic ad-
vising, and I have had the privilege of 
witnessing the genuine concern and sup-
port for students at Wheaton daily.”

—Becca Manning

KEITH NORDSTROM



SPRING 2019 5

Three Freedoms teach-in prepares 
support for at-risk scholars
In October 2018, Wheaton hosted a 
teach-in focused on liberties that are 
highly valued on a college campus and 
around the world—the freedom to think, 
the freedom to speak and the freedom to 
be—to help prepare the campus to take 
an active role in advocating for scholars 
who face persecution.

The Three Freedoms Project is an on-
going campaign to support the college’s 
membership in Scholars At Risk (SAR), an 
international network dedicated to pro-
moting academic freedom and protect-
ing scholars who have been exiled, im-
prisoned or otherwise targeted because 
of their work. SAR members help schol-
ars and their families by hosting them on 
campus, developing curriculum around 
related global questions and working on 
research to help advocate for their release 
or heighten international awareness of 
their situation.

“This year, we thought we could do 
some programming that would prepare 
us to think about what it means to be a 
scholar at risk and to give a more  
global context to discussions about 

diversity,” said Raquel Ramos, dean 
of Wheaton’s Marshall Center for 
Intercultural Learning and a member of 
Wheaton’s SAR committee.

Chaired by Associate Provost for 
Diversity and Faculty Development 
Peony Fhagen, the SAR committee is 
helping to bring an at-risk scholar to 
Wheaton this spring. 

The teach-in on October 24 was one 
of several programs held in fall 2018 
that focused on the committee’s cho-
sen theme of “Three Freedoms.” Others 
included the performance “Songs of 
Transformation” with Abena Koomson-
Davis, sponsored by the Wheaton 
Institute for the Interdisciplinary 
Humanities; a series of discussions with 
journalist Callie Crossley; and the  
student-run Diversity Day.

The teach-in was modeled after 
other discussions held on campus dur-
ing the 2017–18 academic year, includ-
ing one based on a national call to dis-
cuss issues around race and social jus-
tice following the violence at protests in 
Charlottesville, Va.

“Teach-ins are a chance to take our ed-
ucational mission seriously and to learn 
together and from each other in a collec-
tive experience,” said Assistant Professor 
of Political Science Aubrey Westfall, a 
member of the SAR committee. “It’s also a 
chance to develop consensus around and 
communicate commitment to our central 
values. These three freedoms are at the 
core of being a scholar and a student. We 
cannot learn, generate or communicate 
knowledge without the simultaneous pro-
tection of these freedoms.”

Sparking debate and conversation 
about global issues is an important part of 
a liberal arts education, helping to build 
essential skills that will help students in 
their careers and in life, Provost Renée T. 
White said.

“It’s important for students to know 
that it’s OK to ask questions, to know how 
to structure disagreement in a way that 
is thoughtful but still relevant and point-
ed and to figure out how to listen to other 
people’s voices and other people’s points 
of view,” White said.

—Becca Manning

MAGGIE CHEN ’21
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Uncovering herstory
Senior sheds light on 
hometown women

Popular culture often celebrates the big 
events in history—campaigns, battles, 
disasters and discoveries—but what 
about all the moments and people in  
between? History major Marisa Hexter 
’19 believes it’s worth exploring some of 
the less known parts of history, starting 
with her own hometown.

Speaking to a Wheaton audience this 
past October, Hexter shared her origi-
nal research on the lives of five women 
from North Haven, Conn., in a presen-
tation titled “The Unusual, Unlikely, 
Unexpected and Unacknowledged: Who 
Were These Women?” 

Her research, conducted for the 
North Haven Historical Society and 
Museums in summer 2018, took her to 
historical organizations and museums 
throughout the area, as well as to the 
archives at Yale University. Among the 
women she researched were Hannah 
Coady, an Irish immigrant who ran 
one of the largest brick companies in 
the eastern United States in the late 
1800s—believed to be the only woman 
to do so, and Eva Louise Bradley, an 
early 20th-century musician and com-
poser who taught local children and put 
on community performances, and who 
notably taught a deaf woman how to 
play the piano by creating techniques to 
help the woman “hear” the music.

In addition to sharing these women’s 
stories, Hexter’s talk touched on why pub-
lic history organizations should integrate 
women’s stories more permanently into 
their collections.

“In history we think of everybody as ei-
ther a sinner or a saint, especially women, 
and in this presentation you can see that, 
even if they’re just ordinary women, they do 
matter a lot to their community,” she said.

Hexter, who is vice president of 
Wheaton’s History Club and has worked in 
the Gebbie archives since her sophomore 

year, said she has always had a strong in-
terest in history. She started volunteering 
at the North Haven Historical Society in 
high school and discovered there that she 
enjoyed working with the public.

Associate Professor of History 
Dana Polanichka, chair of the History 
Department, said she was  
immediately impressed by the project 
when Hexter proposed a talk.

“History so often ignores local histo-
ries as well as women’s histories in favor 
of studying powerful nations, expan-
sive empires and, of course, ‘great men.’ 
When we do so, we lose sight of the full 
picture in all its complexity and depth,” 
Polanichka said. “Studying local histo-
ry not only enhances our understanding 

of the collective historical experience but 
also provides insight into the individu-
al experience. That then helps us more 
deeply cultivate historical empathy.”

Hexter credits her Wheaton experi-
ence, both in and out of the classroom, 
with helping her develop both a skill and 
an interest in sharing history.

“I never thought that I would be the 
person talking about history. I thought 
I would be the one writing about it. But 
over the summer, giving this presen-
tation, I developed a newfound love for 
speaking to the public,” Hexter said. 
“Even if it’s in a large group, you’re able to 
really see how people are reacting to what 
you’re talking about.”

—Becca Manning

Marisa Hexter ’19, history and Italian studies double major, presented a talk on her research.
KEITH  NORDSTROM
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Banding together
Those attending Fall Fest 2018 got a taste 
of some of the independent musical talent 
Wheaton has to offer, at the third annu-
al Wheaton Woodstock, organized by the 
Music Co-Op.

The student-run co-op provides re-
sources to Wheaton musicians, from 
practice space and equipment to network-
ing opportunities.

“Through the years, the genres of bands 
[at Wheaton Woodstock] have changed 
with students. There are some years when 
we have a lot of bands, and sometimes it’s 
just a few solo performers. It’s interesting 
to see the progression of what’s popular 
right now on campus,” said Ally Amaral 
’19, vice president of the Music Co-Op and 
a double major in music and physics.

Amaral plays bass guitar in the stu-
dent funk group Phat Cevin and the 
Pancake Band, alongside co-op president 
Jackson Reed ’21, on drums, and treasurer 
Hannah Merseal ’19, who sings and plays 
clarinet.

The Music Co-Op has been around for 
about a decade, and this past fall relocated 
from the Old Observatory to a temporary 
space in the carpentry workshop/senior 
art studio—a small white building located 
next to the Physical Plant building.

“We provide a 24-hour rehearsal space 
and pretty much all of the equipment 
that you would need to form a band and 
practice,” said Merseal, a double major in 
music and psychology. “This year we’re 
more connected with the radio station, 
because they have the recording studio, 
and we’re trying to get more bands to  
record their music and put it out around 
campus.”

The Music Co-Op also manages the 
Wheaton Music Network, an online da-
tabase where people can share their con-
tact information, along with details about 
what they play and what genres of music 
they’re interested in. 

“That’s the best place to start if you’re 
looking to start a band,” said Reed, a double 

major in music and computer science.
The Music Co-Op puts on several 

events throughout the year, including a 
Halloween-themed show in the Lyons Den 
called Daemon Daze, as well as visits with 
alumni musicians. They also host open 
jam sessions, including a recent collab-
oration with student art groups that en-
couraged students to paint while others 
practiced their music.

Being part of the Music Co-Op is not 
just a fun extracurricular—it’s providing 
career experience, too, Amaral said.

“Setting up shows and getting togeth-
er musicians and opening up a practice 
space and taking care of it has been very 
useful,” she said.

—Becca Manning

Ally Amaral ’19, vice president of the Music Co-
Op, plays bass guitar in the student funk group 
Phat Cevin and the Pancake Band, alongside 
co-op president Jackson Reed ’21, on drums, 
treasurer Hannah Merseal ’19, who sings and 
plays clarinet, and Min Bau ’19 on keyboard. 

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Hands-on 
curating 
experience
Students design, 
install ‘Elemental’ 
exhibition
Shoes were off. Tools were scattered. And 
Kool and the Gang’s “Too Hot” poured 
from a portable speaker in the Beard 
and Weil Galleries as students rushed 
about installing “It’s Elemental: Fire” on a 
Thursday afternoon in November. 

The installation was the culmination 
of the “Exhibition Design” fall semester 
course taught by Assistant Professor of 
Museum Studies Leah Niederstadt. In ad-
dition to introducing students to the his-
tory, theory and challenges of exhibition 
design, the class provided them a rare op-
portunity to work as curators, designers 
and installation crew.

“My understanding—from speaking 
with colleagues at other institutions and 
from presenting on this course at confer-
ences—is that it is very unusual to have 
undergraduates curate and install an ex-
hibition on this scale [filling two galleries 
for a public exhibition] in a single semes-
ter,” said Niederstadt, who also is the cu-
rator of Wheaton’s Permanent Collection.

The exhibition was organized around 
three major themes focused on fire’s role 
as destroyer, purifier and heart of the 
home; a fourth theme featured objects 
that represent things that are fire-like, 
such as stars. 

For students like James Margotta ’21, an 
anthropology major who plans to eventu-
ally work in the field of archaeology, the 
course and the hands-on curating provid-
ed valuable experience for the future.

“I have an immense interest in the 
public reception and dissemination of an-
thropological findings and being involved 
in the exhibition design process is one key 
effort to understanding a way of present-
ing this information. The exhibition has 

also given me the opportunity to improve 
my interpersonal skills and meet some 
amazing people,” he said.

—Sandy Coleman

PATRICK GARRIEPY PHOTOS

More photos  at wheatoncollege.edu/news/
hands-on-curating-experience/
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Accelerating losses
New study finds dramatic rise in melting of Greenland ice sheet
A Wheaton chemistry professor and  
several of his students contributed to  
research published in December 2018 by 
the journal Nature that shows surface 
melting across Greenland’s mile-thick ice 
sheet has increased dramatically in the 
past 20 years. 

Associate Professor of Chemistry and 
Geology Matthew Evans and his students 
participated in this new study that indi-
cates melting of the Greenland ice sheet 
began increasing at the time of the 19th-
century Industrial Revolution and has 
continued to accelerate, rising substan-
tially during the past two decades.  

“The big takeaway is that the data 
show that the rate of surface melting of 
the Greenland ice sheet and the result-
ing meltwater runoff has not only in-
creased pretty dramatically since the 
Industrial Revolution but has rapid-
ly accelerated in the last couple of de-
cades,” Evans said. 

In fact, the data indicate that meltwa-
ter from the Greenland ice sheet has in-
creased by approximately 50 percent 
since the mid-19th century and by 33 per-
cent during the past two decades. Ice loss 
from Greenland is one of the key drivers 
of global sea level rise.

“This is bad news in any scenario in 
which warming continues. Ultimately, 
this leads to an increased rate of sea level 
rise,” Evans said. “The worry is that we 
may hit a tipping point where, even if 
warming slows, the ice sheets are destabi-
lized and continue to melt at an increased 

rate. Then, they don’t really come back 
until things get much colder again.” 

The findings come from research 
that was funded by National Science 
Foundation grants awarded to Wheaton, 
the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution (WHOI), Clark University 
and the University of Washington. The 
work also was supported by funding 
from the U.S. Department of Defense, the 
Netherlands Organization for Scientific 
Research, the Netherlands Earth System 
Science Centre and the Belgian National 
Fund for Scientific Research. Luke Trusel, 
a glaciologist at Rowan University and a 
former postdoctoral fellow at WHOI, is 
the paper’s lead author. 

Evans participated in the collection of 
one of the ice cores used in the study and 
helped to identify the location of two of 
the other three sites from which ice cores 

were taken. The Wheaton research team’s 
contribution to this project centered on 
the chemical analysis needed to deter-
mine the ice core chronology. 

Several Wheaton students contributed 
to the project, including Madeline Hatch 
’16, who participated in summer research 
on the effort and wrote a senior thesis 
about the work after analyzing nearly 
2,000 samples from one of the ice cores. 
Samuel Zarfos ’17 and Zhao Li ’17 also con-
ducted significant work on the core anal-
ysis. The contributions of all three are ac-
knowledged in the paper.

—Michael Graca

The research team has published a website 
that explains their work in greater detail 
and with video and images. Visit Wheaton 
Magazine online to read the full story and 
access the link.

MATTHEW EVANS
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Interdisciplinary collaboration
Computer science, business students work 
together to design tech products

Science Center Room 1315 for a while 
looked a little like “Shark Tank,” the re-
ality television show in which entrepre-
neurs pitch their ideas to a panel of (usu-
ally snarky) potential investors.

But the judges in this room, mock 
“angel” investors, were much nicer, and 
the Wheaton students making the pitches 
were not solely focused on gaining fund-
ing for their new products but on some-
thing even more valuable—successful col-
laboration and the acquisition and appli-
cation of interdisciplinary skills that will 
serve them a lifetime.

Fall semester courses “Startup 1.0,” 
taught by Professor of Computer Science 
Mark LeBlanc, and “Marketing,” taught 
by Visiting Instructor of Business and 
Management Kenneth Bray, engaged 47 stu-
dents across disciplines to design, develop 
and pitch new tech products while learning 
problem-solving, trend research, market-
ing, communications, teamwork and tech-
nical skills (like building working product 
models using Wheaton’s 3D printer). 

LeBlanc, who initiated the idea to team 
up, and Bray got to see the completed proj-
ects presented in a room full of invited 
staff and other faculty in December.

Eammon Littler ’20, a physics and com-
puter science double major and a mem-
ber of the NoiZZZe team, created the de-
sign and 3D-print model, and assembled 
the speaker for a white noise emitter to 
aid in sleep.

“The best part about this collabora-
tion was receiving feedback from a non-
computer scientist point of view,” Littler 
said. “We tend to be caught up in a way of 
thinking. The change in perspective re-
ally helped us progress into a more full-
fledged product. Being able to better coor-
dinate plans and communicate clearly are 
all things I needed to work on, which this 
project has helped me with.”

NoiZZZe team member John Yish ’20, a 

business and management major, took the 
lead on marketing and advertising ideas.

“I really enjoyed this. I’ve never done a 
project where I had to branch out to an-
other class and team up with them. I really 
liked talking with the development group 
about what they wanted to do and how they 
wanted to achieve it,” Yish said. “The most 
valuable thing that I learned during this 
process is the true power of teamwork.” 

The experience will serve them all well 
judging by recent research on what em-
ployers say they are looking for in new 
hires, including a report by the Association 
of American Colleges and Universities, 
“Fulfilling the American Dream: Liberal 
Education and the Future of Work.”

“It is documented that employers want 
to hire liberal arts students, and we 
stand on solid ground at Wheaton when 
providing those core strengths—com-
munications, critical thinking, analy-
sis. However, we do our students a dis-
service if we only allow them to ‘be stu-
dents,’” LeBlanc said. “Employers want 
high-energy, forward-thinking, innova-
tive team members. This course is a di-
rect tilt to giving our students opportuni-
ties that they will experience in the real 
world while they are students. A student 
grounded in the liberal arts who has real 
innovation experiences is what I submit 
to be the ‘new’ liberal arts student.”

—Sandy Coleman

Five proposed companies
Five teams (with students from two 
classes) created fictional companies 
to build prototype apps and products 
focusing on elder care and/or health care. 

Nutrove: a web app that allows 
customers to count macronutrients 

and monitor nutrition

NoiZZZe: a white noise 
emitter to aid in sleep

BuzzSafe: a portable device that 
alerts those who might not be able 

to hear a regular fire alarm

Smart Pill Box: dispenses medicine 
according to programmed 

instructions and shares the 
information with family members

GluGo2.0: a second version of an app 
that students started in 2016 that 

aims to provide an accurate glucose 
prediction algorithm for Type 1 diabetes

AROUND THE  DIMPLE

“Employers want high-energy, 
forward-thinking, innovative 

team members. This course is a 
direct tilt to giving our students 

opportunities that they will 
experience in the real world 

while they are students.”
Mark LeBlanc

https://www.aacu.org/research/2018-future-of-work
https://www.aacu.org/research/2018-future-of-work
https://www.aacu.org/research/2018-future-of-work
https://www.aacu.org/research/2018-future-of-work
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Wheaton plays founding role in 
launching humanities consortium
Wheaton, along with 10 top New England 
colleges and universities, is a founding 
member of a new consortium that serves 
as a catalyst for faculty research and cre-
ativity and highlights the direct relevance 
of the humanities for today’s dynamic job 
market.

The New England Humanities 
Consortium (NEHC), which officially 
launched on Sept. 17, 2018, will develop 
programming meant to strengthen col-
laborations and encourage innovative  
educational and intercultural exchang-
es among institutions. This programming 
will address our shared human experi-
ences by looking at them through the lens 
of disciplinary knowledge such as history, 
modern and classical language, literature, 
the visual and performing arts, religious 
studies and philosophy. It is supported 
by a $100,000 grant from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation.

“The consortium offers a concrete way 

for Wheaton to shape the contemporary 
study of the humanities in an intentional 
way and to be at the cutting edge of what 
the humanities can accomplish in an  
ever-changing world,” said Touba 
Ghadessi, associate provost and associate 
professor of art history.

The first consortium of its kind in the 
region, the NEHC’s founding members 
include Amherst College, Colby College, 
University of Connecticut, Dartmouth 
College, Northeastern University, Tufts 
University, University of New Hampshire, 
University of Rhode Island, University of 
Vermont, Wellesley College and Wheaton. 

Professors Ghadessi, Nancy Kendrick, 
Hyun Kim, Charlotte Meehan and 
Montserrat Pérez-Toribio collaborat-
ed with each other and with other insti-
tutions to devise and launch this consor-
tium, and organized Wheaton’s participa-
tion in these discussions.

With support from the Mellon grant, 

the NEHC will pilot a Faculty of Color 
Working Group, which is an initiative 
meant to offer guidance, support, mentor-
ing and community building for consor-
tium affiliates throughout New England. 
The consortium also will provide oppor-
tunities for Wheaton students on campus 
and at other member institutions through 
collaborative programs.

Wheaton’s direct conduit for this con-
sortium is the Wheaton Institute for the 
Interdisciplinary Humanities (WIIH), 
which was founded in 2013 to treat class-
rooms as laboratories that encourage stu-
dents to explore the humanities as they 
apply in a wide variety of intellectual 
and professional contexts. This year, the 
WIIH is led by Playwright-in-Residence 
Meehan in partnership with Provost 
Renée T. White, and professors Stephanie 
Burlington Daniels, M. Gabriela Torres 
and Kirk Anderson.

—Michael Graca

NICKI PARDO

https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/special-projects-initiatives/wiih/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/special-projects-initiatives/wiih/
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Professor 
examines 
juvenile 
justice
Assistant Professor of Psychology 
Christina Riggs Romaine’s scholarship 
currently is focusing on juvenile com-
petency and determining the best poli-
cies and practices for fair treatment with-
in the juvenile justice system. During the 
fall semester, she presented an intrigu-
ing lunchtime talk on campus, “From 
the Research to the Courts: Enhancing 
Our Understanding of Juveniles’ Legal 
Abilities and Translating Findings 
into Policy and Practice.” We asked her 
about her work. Go online to read the full 
interview.

Tell us about this research.
As a clinical psychologist specializing in 
forensics (that is, the application of psy-
chology to the legal arena) and the ju-
venile courts, the problems I tackle are 
those affecting youth who are in con-
tact with the juvenile justice system. This 
project focuses on a specific area of  
forensic evaluation, juvenile adjudica-
tive competence, or competency to stand 
trial. Our adversarial legal system relies 
on two capable adversaries: the defendant 
(along with his/her defense attorney) and 
the state. There is long-standing prece-
dent that incompetent defendants should 
not be tried, but consideration of compe-
tence in youth has only evolved more re-
cently, as juvenile courts became more 
punitive. Mental health professionals are 
asked to evaluate youths’ competence for 
the court, but have little research  
evidence to inform their recommenda-
tions to the courts. My current project 
looks at real, court-ordered evaluations as 
the source of information. With help from 
11 Wheaton student research assistants, I 
have gathered information on more than 
650 variables of interest for more than 

350 juveniles whose competence was eval-
uated by the court, and explored the rela-
tionship between competence and mental 
health, intellectual disability and trauma-
related factors. Because many states and 
jurisdictions are currently revising their 
juvenile justice policies regarding compe-
tence to stand trial, this research has led 
to ongoing implementation work to help 
systems put the best available  
research findings into practice.

What originally led to your 
interest in this research?
In my clinical practice before coming to 
Wheaton, I primarily conducted evalu-
ations of juveniles’ competency to stand 
trial for the courts and became aware of 
serious gaps in what we know and what 
has been studied. There is little to no  
empirical literature on what improves 
competence-related abilities for youths 
with different presenting problems and 
almost no evidence base from which to 
make recommendations. I designed this 
project to address these gaps, and did so 
in a way that provides clear and quanti-
fiable evidence that is useful to the court 
and to evaluators. 

How does this relate to your 
coursework at Wheaton?
My research provides ongoing fodder and 
examples for my “Quantitative Research 
Methods” course and fits most direct-
ly with my “Psychology and Law” course 
where students learn about a breadth of 
issues from eyewitness accuracy to foren-
sic evaluation of psycholegal issues such 
as competence to stand trial. My imple-
mentation work also informs my teach-
ing in “Psychology and Law,” where I 
take advantage of available opportuni-
ties for students to practice translat-
ing research findings into useful infor-
mation for a targeted audience. For ex-
ample, one semester my students pre-
sented relevant psychological research 
to practicing law enforcement officers 
both at the Massachusetts Women in Law 
Enforcement Conference on Wheaton’s 
campus and at a research fair attended by 
the Norton Police Department. Instead of 
just learning about how forensic psychol-
ogists train law enforcement on relevant 
psychological research, students had the 
opportunity to do it and develop all the  
related translation, communication and 
prioritization skills.

CONVERSATION

Assistant Professor of Psychology Christina Riggs Romaine
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Faculty

Alexander Bloom, professor of history, 
wrote the article “Whatever Happened 
to the New York Intellectuals?” in the 
November 2018 issue of the journal 
Society.

Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, professor 
of religion, wrote the book Gastronomic 
Judaism As Culinary Midrash (Lexington 
Books, 2018).

Delvyn Case, associate professor of mu-
sic, created the full-length CD “Strange 
Energy,” his original chamber and vocal 
compositions, released by Deus Ex Musica 
Records in October 2018.

Nancy Kendrick, professor of philosophy, 
presented the lecture “Is Mary Astell a 
Virtue Epistemologist?” on Oct. 18, 2018, 
at the New Historia Symposium held at 
the New School for Social Research in New 
York City.

Jessie Knowlton, assistant professor of 
biology, co-wrote the article “Vertical 
Foraging Shifts in Hawaiian Forest Birds 
in Response to Invasive Rat Removal” 
published in September 2018 in the journal 
PLoS One.

Lisa Lebduska, professor of English, 
wrote “The Essay As Sentence” pub-
lished in the journal Writing on the Edge in 
December 2018.

John Partridge, associate professor 
of philosophy, presented “Feminist 
Encounters with Plato: Appropriation, 
Disinvestment, and Constructive 
Complicity” at the 26th Annual Meeting 
of the Russian Plato Society and in 
conjunction with the International Plato 
Society in St. Petersburg, Russia, at the 
Herzen State Pedagogical University 
and Russian Christian Academy for 
the Humanities in August 2018. The 
paper is now published in the peer-
reviewed academic journal Platonic 
Investigations (Volume 9, 2018). 

A. Javier Trevino, professor of sociology, 
wrote the chapter “Law as Social Control” 
published in The Handbook of Social 
Control (Wiley-Blackwell, 2019).

Szu-Yin Wu, assistant professor of 
business and management, co-wrote 
the article “Does Short-Maturity Debt 
Discipline Managers? Evidence from 
Cash-Rich Firms’ Acquisition Decisions” in 
the December 2018 issue of the Journal of 
Corporate Finance.

Alumni

Sharon Callahan ’84, CEO of TBWA\
WorldHealth and chief client officer at 
Omnicom Health Group, was selected 
as the 2019 Woman of the Year by the 
Healthcare Businesswomen’s Association. 
The award honors a female senior ex-
ecutive whose accomplishments have 
resulted in significant contributions to the 
health care industry.

Gardner McFall ’74, an award-winning poet 
and novelist, wrote On the Line, a collec-
tion of poems (Finishing Line Press, 2018), 
which was a semifinalist in the publishing 
company’s Open Chapbook Competition.

Lindsay Powell ’13, assistant chief of staff 
for the office of the Pittsburgh mayor, 
received the 40 Under 40 Award from 
Pittsburgh Magazine in October 2018. 

Kathryn Amarante Sollmann ’80, founder 
of 9 Lives for Women, published Ambition 
Redefined: Why the Corner Office Doesn’t 
Work for Every Woman and What to Do 
Instead (Nicholas Brealey Publishing, 2018), 
which was praised by Working Mother maga-
zine as “critical advice for women when the 
traditional office job doesn’t fit family life.”

Rose Weaver ’73 was named Rhode Island 
Woman of the Year by GoLocalProv in 
January for her accomplishments as an 
award-winning actress, singer and producer. 

PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS
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Key lessons
Women’s basketball 
team uses game to 
teach mathematics

Mikayla Pucci ’21 combined her interests 
in math, teaching and basketball to help 
local seventh graders appreciate the real-
world application of mathematics.

The women’s basketball team hosted 
its first Math Madness competition dur-
ing winter break in January, welcoming 
185 seventh grade students from Norton 
Middle School to watch the team play Pine 
Manor College and test their math knowl-
edge. The outing included lunch—pizza in 
the Beard Field House—and a chance to 
talk with the team after the game.

Head Coach Melissa Hodgdon bor-
rowed the idea for hosting a math-related 
field trip from another local college, and 
she tapped Pucci, a double major in math 
and education and a team co-captain, 
to organize a math assignment for the 
middle school students’ visit to the Haas 
Athletic Center.

The sophomore forward put together 
an eight-page workbook filled with math 
problems directly related to the sport 
and the game the local students attend-
ed—from tracking players’ scores and 
calculating averages to solving geometry 
problems related to the dimensions of the 
basketball court. Along with the work-
book, each student received a mechanical 
pencil from the Wheaton Women in 
STEM program.

“It was so much fun,” said Pucci, who 
hopes to teach high school math and 
coach basketball. “I love school, I like to 
learn and I like planning things. I thought 
it was great.” 

But the assignment was a challenge, 
too. Pucci had not written lesson plans 
or curriculum before. She credited 
Associate Professor of Mathematics 
Rachelle DeCoste with guiding her 
through the process.

“Professor DeCoste was super helpful 
in looking over the workbook and giving 

me suggestions on how to make it clear, 
so there would be no huge questions from 
students on the day of the game,” Pucci 
said, adding that they also analyzed state 
mathematics standards for middle school 
to ensure the questions were appropriate 
for the age group.

DeCoste said situating math in a real-
world context helps to make the subject 
more relevant to students and can be 
inspiring. 

“I think giving students a fun experi-
ence with math beyond the classroom is 
valuable because it shows them that math 

isn’t just solving abstract equations with 
no relationship to the world,” she said.

The event also exemplifies an im-
portant part of the women’s basketball 
program at Wheaton—its focus on 
leadership and community service. The 
team regularly gets involved in service, 
including contributing to anti-bullying 
campaigns in local schools, working with 
organizations serving developmentally 
disabled youth, writing letters to patients 
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in 
Washington, D.C., and participating in 
Relay for Life.

LYONS PRIDE

Mikayla Pucci ’21 (below) created a workbook for students to figure out game-related math problems. 



SPRING 2019 15

“Community collaboration has always 
been a big part of our program. I believe 
by serving our community we grow as 
individuals and hopefully enhance the 
greater global community,” Hodgdon said. 
“As a coach, I feel student-athletes need to 
develop relationships with people in the 
community. It enhances them as people—
to be better citizens, to be better people 
and to be better athletes.”

Pucci said the experience built on the 
work she already has done to prepare for 
a career in teaching. In spring 2018 at 
Norton High School, she completed 40 

hours of observation that is part of the 
education major.

“I was there for a week for the entire 
day, each day,” she said. “It was really 
cool. I was able to see all different levels of 
math instruction.”

The Norton Middle School students 
responded to the outing very positively.

“Our students are excited to be here,” 
said Ron Goldstein, assistant principal of 
the middle school. “The workbook maps 
to the curriculum standards for seventh 
grade for the most part. Some of the ques-
tions are more on the eighth grade  
standard, which is great because it chal-
lenges the students a little bit.”

After the game (which Wheaton won 
76–41), the team introduced themselves to 
the middle school students and took ques-
tions—How did Alexis Romer ’22 find her 
way from Florida to a position on the team 
as a freshman? How many points did 
Abby Hamilton ’19 score during the game? 
How do you calculate the area of the rim?

They got answers to all those questions 

from Hodgdon and the team. Pucci 
walked the seventh graders through the 
formula for finding the area of a circle, 
with students scribbling notes in their 
workbooks as she encouraged the stu-
dents to share what they already knew 
about the problem. Later on, she reflected 
on the experience.

“I think there are a ton of parallels 
between teaching and coaching. Teaching 
and coaching are both about finding 
students’ strengths and improving on 
those and building off their confidence,” 
she said. “It’s also about finding where 
they struggle and offering other strategies 
for them to learn the material or improve 
their game.”

“As a coach, I was most proud seeing 
Mikayla’s passion for education in putting 
together the workbook and in how she 
interacted with the kids after the game,” 
Hodgdon said. “She is going to be an 
amazing teacher; I am 100 percent confi-
dent of that.”

—Michael Graca

The women’s basketball team talks to 185 Norton Middle School students during the January Math Madness event hosted by Wheaton in Emerson Gym. 
During the event, the students had the chance to enjoy pizza, meet team members, watch a game and solve sports-related math problems.

KEITH NORDSTROM PHOTOS
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CAMPUS SCENE

Open for 
business
The Wheaton Innovates Hub (WiN Hub), the 
campus center for entrepreneurial activ-
ity, hosted a Student Business Showcase in 
October 2018 in Balfour-Hood for students 
to highlight their products and services.

An evening 
with Callie 
Crossley
Award-winning Boston-based journal-
ist Callie Crossley (left) spent time on 
campus on Nov. 5, 2018, as a Woodrow 
Wilson Visiting Fellow. She met with a 
small group of students for lunch and 
conversation in Emerson Dining Hall 
and later participated in a panel dis-
cussion in Hindle Auditorium featuring 
Lindsey Lorine ’20 (center), Assistant 
Professor of Business and Manage-
ment Sabrina Speights and Provost 
Renée T. White (not pictured).

KEVIN “JOEY” BATSON ’19

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Grow with the flow
Members of theme residences ECCO House and Farm House hosted a workshop in November for students to create their own 
hydroponic growing system. Hydroponics involves growing plants in a water-based, nutrient-rich material.

MLK Legacy celebration
President Dennis M. Hanno presented a MLK Legacy Award to Sol Martinez Guevara 
’19 and Associate Professor of English Shawn Christian at the annual MLK celebration 
in Cole Memorial Chapel on February 7. Playwright, actor and educator Anna Deavere 
Smith (above) delivered the keynote performance, “Race in America.” 

KEITH NORDSTROM                 

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Nurturing potential, 
Professor and alum 
collaborate on 
cutting-edge science
Sitting around laboratory tables in Room 1145 of the Mars Center 
for Science and Technology, Philip “Phil” Manos ’08 and Professor 
of Biology Robert Morris bantered like old pals. 

There was palpable excitement in the air, as they had just fin-
ished a collaboration that brought Manos—an accomplished stem 
cell researcher and entrepreneur—to Professor Morris’s course 
“Neurobiology,” which is the study of cells in the nervous system. 

Stem cell research holds the promise of major medical break-
throughs; some researchers believe new stem cell technologies 
could lead to better therapeutics and potentially even cures to  
neurodegenerative diseases like Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s.

During Manos’s three visits to campus, students benefited from 
working directly with a pioneer in stem cell technology who once 
was in their shoes. 

Manos brought with him a new type of nerve cells (neurons) de-
rived from human stem cells, giving students an opportunity to  
experiment and test their own theories in class. 

He also shared with the students his personal journey, one that 
took him from working at major research facilities and publishing 
academic papers—all without a Ph.D.—to launching his own com-
pany. As president of EverCell Bio, he provides customizable stem 
cell research services to scientists actively seeking cures to major 
diseases for the next generation of personalized medicine. 

That December afternoon in the science center, staff writer 
Laura Pedulli enjoyed a conversation with the alum and his former 
professor. Their enthusiasm for science flowing, Pedulli had to ask 
on several occasions to bring their cerebral conversations down to 
earth, as the duo reminisced about the past, celebrated their pres-
ent collaboration and discussed what the experience meant to 
Wheaton students. 

Laura: Phil, what excites you the most 
about stem cell research?

Phil: “It’s the sheer incredible power 
that this technology holds. When we 
say ‘stem cell technology,’ that really 
includes new ways to obtain stem cells. 
So, you can take blood or skin cells from 
an adult human and reprogram them into 
embryonic-like stem cells, called induced 
pluripotent stem (iPS) cells. From there, 
we can turn them into theoretically any 
cell in the body. This technology can not 
only potentially help replace cells that are 
lost in degenerative diseases, but it’s also 
actively supporting efforts to help make 
better drugs.”

Laura: What types of diseases will stem 
cell therapies be able to target?

Phil: “Certainly, I think of the 
neurodegenerative diseases like 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s, especially as 
the aging population gets larger.”

Robert: “I agree that neuro-
degenerative diseases are one of the 
most important therapeutic avenues for 
humans to tackle right now. I tell students 
that they need to plan for 80-year careers 
and 120-year life spans, because by the 
time they’re 100, they’ll have benefited 
from 80 more years of medical advances. 

Part of why I’m excited about this 
collaboration is that Wheaton is 
committed to social justice. We are 
training students in human stem cell 
research in an atmosphere where we 
want all demographics to learn these 
technologies for the health of all people.” 

Laura: Is stem cell research 
controversial? I understand stem cells 
now can be developed from adult cells 
instead of embryonic cells. 

Robert: “That’s correct, there’s no 
longer the need to subject women to 
the hormonal treatments, and the 
harvesting of eggs. Those important 
ethical issues that were raised were 
alleviated many years ago by advances in 
stem cell technology.”
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Laura: Phil, do you feel like you have to 
educate people on this?

Phil: “Even to other scientists, I have 
to make sure I clarify that I’m using 
induced pluripotent stem cells and not 
cells harvested from embryos. Being 
careful about educating and having 
people be more socially aware of the new 
technologies is important.”

Laura: Tell me more about EverCell Bio.
Phil: “It’s a single-source provider of 

customized services for the application 
of pluripotent stem cell technology. 
Scientists at labs focusing on different 
diseases want to use iPS cells but 
may not be trained for it or require 
specific technology that they do not 

have internally. That’s where I come 
in. For example, people who don’t have 
expertise in stem cells may want us to 
make an Alzheimer’s model. I can help 
make patient-specific neurons derived 
from accessible tissue from Alzheimer’s 
patients. In general, the help I offer 
could be logistical, doing the actual 
lab work to deliver data or cells, or just 
providing guidance.”

Laura: Who do you work for?
Phil: “My key clients are mostly small, 

biopharma companies, but I also have 
clients in large pharma and academia 
alike. EverCell’s advisors come from both 
industry and academia.”

Laura: Phil, tell me more about the 
genesis of your interest in science. 

Phil: “I’ve always been interested in 
questioning things; that’s the nature of 
my being. Later in life, I found out that my 
grandpa, Dr. Philip Manolopoulos, was a 
famous organic chemist who worked at 
DuPont. He had some major discoveries 
that we use every day, like reverse 
osmosis. So, I guess you could say that my 
interest in organic chemistry was genetic. 
In elementary school, I participated in 
annual science fairs. For two years, I 
tried the same project: trying to build a 
hovercraft. I was obsessed with the ‘Back 
to the Future’ hoverboard and thought 
it would be really cool. I wouldn’t say 
those two years were wasted, but I was 

in cells and students

Entrepreneur and stem cell researcher Philip “Phil” Manos ’08 and Professor of Biology Robert Morris share ideas in ”Neurobiology.” 
PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM
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unsuccessful in creating a hoverboard.”

Laura: What was your experience at 
Wheaton like as a student?

Phil: “Wheaton is a place where you 
can make it what you want. I really liked 
the collaborative environment and the 
experiential learning opportunities. I 
was a resident advisor, an admissions 
intern, a lab technician and a teacher’s 
assistant. I also worked at the Lyons Den. 
One fall, I was coordinator of the Sturdy 
Memorial Hospital program, where 
students would shadow professionals. I 
also did a thesis with Professor [emeritus] 
Edmund Tong. We studied the effects of 
Viagra on zebrafish. For another summer 
internship, I worked with Professor Meg 
Kirkpatrick at manipulating the sex 
hormones and behavior of rats and mice. 
Then, on top of that, I shadowed a doctor 
in Boston and performed an internship 
at The Groden Center in Providence that 
assists those affected by autism.”

Laura: Professor Morris, what are your 
recollections of Phil as a student?

Robert: “I had Phil in my intro bio 
course. At that point, I had started this 
crazy idea of turning Hindle Auditorium 
into a living white blood cell by having all 
the students build all the parts. I needed a 
lot of structures to build: from the biggest, 
which was the nucleus—half the size of 
the room—down to the smallest, which 
was just the signaling molecules. It was 
Phil who chose the signaling molecules. 
He had done the calculations that if you 

enlarge the size of the signaling molecules 
a million times, it was just about the size 
of a little sprinkle that you put on ice 
cream. It’s big enough that you can, I’ve 
discovered because of Phil, put glue on 
it, then you can attach it to the end of a 
wire and make a little cloud of these little 
sprinkle balls, so they float in space. I still 
have his model on my desk.” 

Laura: Phil, do you remember this?
Phil: “I do. The project is imprinted in 

my memory. I remember how enthusiastic 
Professor Morris was at the time.
Mostly everyone had these large models, 
spending so much effort physically and 
logistically putting them up. Mine was 
so small, everyone was like, ‘Really? You 
built that little thing and Professor Morris 
gets all excited? I spent my whole day 
building giant cell membranes.’”

Robert: “I was excited about those, too.”
Phil: “He absolutely was.”
Robert: “But they didn’t float.”

What are stem cells?

Can you imagine starting over again, 
and developing into whatever you want?

That is the promise of stem cells. When 
these cells divide, they may remain a stem 
cell. But if the physiological or experimental 
conditions are right, the cells can develop 
with more specialized functions (e.g., 
muscle cells, red blood cells, brain cells, 
neurons or nerve cells, etc.).

And, amazingly, scientists are able to take 
some specialized adult cells and revert 
them back to stem cells. 

Research on stem cells (also called 
regenerative and reparative medicine) 
helps advance knowledge about how an 
organism develops from a single cell and 
how healthy cells replace damaged cells. 
As such, these cells may hold the key to 
treating diseases such as diabetes, heart 
disease and Alzheimer’s.

Stem cell Dividing stem cell

More stem cells

Specialized
blood cells

Manos, who learned the basics of research in Professor Morris’s class, helps students understand stem cells in Morris’s fall 2018 “Neurobiology” course.

Source: National Institutes of Health

file:///Volumes/communications/Working%20Publications/19%20Spring%20Magazine/19%20Spring%20Mag%20Features/Pages%2018-21/javascript:glosspop('stemcells')
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Laura: Any other special 
accomplishments at Wheaton? 

Phil: “My first publication 
was at Wheaton, with Professor 
Tong. We—along with Joe Lee 
’08, Kyle Judkins ’08 and other 
students—published on a new 
way to perform image analysis. 
We were able to measure the 
diameter and width of blood 
vessels by the blood circulation 
without dye.”

Robert: “That was one of the 
first papers out of Wheaton’s 
ICUC [Imaging Center for 
Undergraduate Collaboration]. 
They used image analysis 
software in a clever way to look 
at particle tracking that had 
been normally used in geology 
for studying river flow. They 
realized that whether you’re in 
an airplane looking down on 
rivers or you’re in a microscope looking 
down on blood vessels, it’s the same 
approach to getting information.”

Laura: After Wheaton, you had quite an 
interesting career trajectory, working 
in academia and research nonprofits 
before starting your own company. Any 
achievement you are particularly proud of?

Phil: “My biggest win was at Children’s 
Hospital at the Harvard Stem Cell Core 
Facility. There, I was co-first author 
on a paper of a new technology for 
reprogramming adult cells into iPS cells. 
Before this, the methods used were not 
amenable to clinical application because 
they involved retroviruses that could 
disrupt normal gene function. So, this 
was the first method that was completely 
clean and we were able to produce the 
first clinically relevant human iPS cells. It 
was using messenger RNA [molecules that 
transcribe information from DNA to the 
ribosome, which determines amino acid 
sequence and therefore a person’s genetic 
expression], which had been difficult to 
use, logistically, in the laboratory to get 
the effect that you want in the cell.”

Laura: Tell me about your new 
collaboration with Wheaton. 

Phil: “There’s a huge need for more 

researchers in the stem cell field. That’s 
primarily where my interest in working 
with Wheaton students came from. I’ve 
always appreciated Bob’s enthusiasm and 
Wheaton for what it is. So, for me it just 
felt like a logical partnership.

“I like bringing my experience back to 
Wheaton not just to discuss stem cells 
but also in the context of professional 
development. When you reach the point in 
a scientific career of starting your own lab, 
it’s not easy realizing that you need more 
than just your scientific skills to succeed, 
and no one really prepares you for that. 
You have to hire somebody. You have to 
determine and stick to your budget. You’ve 
got to figure out sourcing materials or 
technology licenses for your research. And 
then you think, how do I talk to people? 
How do I relate my ideas? All of these 
aspects of the job are not really science, 
if you think about it. But these things are 
critical, and we could be preparing the 
students now for these kinds of challenges.”

Robert: “At his 10-year Reunion, Phil told 
me that he had this idea to collaborate.”

Phil: “Once we chatted, Professor Morris 
mentioned that he is using live neurons 
from chicks as part of the curriculum in 
his fall ‘Neurobiology’ course. I was like, 
‘Well, I can make human neurons derived 
from iPS cells.’”

Robert: “My eyes bugged out; 
there was drool on my chin. ‘Yes, 
please,’ I told him. It was a win-
win for all of the opportunities 
that would be created for 
Wheaton and the students and 
for Phil and me. 

“It would be a great eye-
opening experience for them to 
see what the career possibilities 
are, and to see that the dream 
careers really could be reality.”

Laura: How did the course go? 
Robert: “It was fantastic 

for the students. They take 
‘Neurobiology’ because they get to 
harvest neurons themselves and 
do their own research projects. 
There were excited responses 
that I got after lab and after Phil 
would visit. At least two of them, 
maybe three, said, ‘Yeah, Dr. Bob, 

I’m going to add this extra experiment 
to my project, because I really want to 
experiment with these human neurons.’”

Phil: “I was happy being able to get the 
collaboration going so fast and have it 
work so well. The long-term possibilities 
are really exciting as well. In the very 
least it opened up the possibility of having 
human cells available to students and 
being able to expand the horizon on what 
they might be able to do.”

Laura: What do you think it meant for 
students to interact with Phil, a former 
student turned successful researcher and 
entrepreneur?

Robert: “Wheaton’s very good at 
bringing professionals to campus. 
But to have an alumnus who has been 
successful, a president and a founder 
of a company in 10 years, who has been 
to Harvard and Novartis, come back 
to maybe recruit students? That was 
huge. As the economy changes, Wheaton 
students are very wisely being realistic 
about how their degree can benefit 
them in a job path. It’s meaningful for 
them to see examples like Phil of an 
unconventional, yet successful, career 
path. It resonated especially well with 
the students because Phil has come from 
exactly where they are now.” 

Philip Manos’s career path
President, EverCell Bio, Inc. 
(2018–present)
Director of operations 
and stem cell technology, 
Cellaria (2017–18)
Director of operations, 
StemCultures LLC 
(2014–2016)
Senior scientist, Neural 
Stem Cell Institute 
(2014–2016)

Scientific associate II, 
Novartis Institutes for 
BioMedical Research 
(2010–2014)
Research technician II/lab 
manager, Boston Children’s 
Hospital (2008–2010)
Research and laboratory 
assistant, Wheaton College 
(2006–2008)
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Leveraging 
experiential 
learning
Internships fuel passion, career 
aspirations and success for alumni

Opportunities 
by the numbers
$25,000 provided 
annually for students to attend 
professional conferences

300+ first-year students built 
customized career plans this 
academic year

55 students across disciplines 
received stipends this academic 
year to spend the summer 
conducting research on campus

10-year anniversary for the 
Internship Showcase (pictured 
right)

2018–19 internships:

66 U.S. cities

35 majors

21 countries represented

KEITH NORDSTROM
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By Sandy Coleman

While a student at Wheaton, 
Shannon Witter ’11, who ma-

jored in psychology with minors in 
English and general education, in-
terned for four years at the Elisabeth 
Amen Nursery School. The experience 
she gained teaching and observing 
in the campus child-study research 
site provided valuable field-specific 
knowledge that continues to help her 
succeed in her current career.

Witter is a speech-language pathol-
ogist who works in a range of clini-
cal and educational environments in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. In 
November 2018, she returned to the 
nursery school to present the lecture 
“Speech and Language Guidelines for 
Children Ages 3 to 5.” This time she 
was the professional expert sharing 
her knowledge with a group of local 
educators.  

“Being back to give a talk was such 
a surreal experience,” she said. “I can-
not believe how much time has passed 
but how familiar that place still felt. 
Working at the nursery school was 
one of the best experiences of my 
college years. With my speech kids 
today, I still use many activities that I 
learned [especially the songs].”

Her sentiment is one often ex-
pressed by many alumni, who  
credit Wheaton for providing intern-
ships and experiential learning op-
portunities that allowed them to fol-
low their passions and develop pro-
fessional skills. 

The Filene Center for Academic 
Advising and Career Services for de-
cades has helped students identify 
and secure experiential learning  
opportunities to build upon their lib-
eral arts education. 

Here, we asked a few alumni who 
have benefited from their internships 
to reflect on the lessons and the value 
of those experiences in preparing and 
supporting their paths to their cur-
rent success in the working world.

Shannon Witter ’11

“I still think back to that day 
[interning at The Groden 

Center] as one of the defining 
moments on my path.”

Shannon Witter ’11, a speech-language 
pathologist, works with several agencies, 
including Let’s Talk Speech and Language 
Therapy Services, LLC in Easton, Mass., 
and Rhode Island Hospital/Hasbro 
Rehabilitation Services in Providence, R.I., 
where she provides assessment and inter-
vention for children with various speech 
and language difficulties. She also works for 
Community Autism Resources in Swansea, 
Mass., facilitating themed social skills 
groups across the state. While at Wheaton 
in addition to working at the Elisabeth 
Amen Nursery School, she also interned at 
The Groden Center in Providence.

“I interned with Michael Grupp at The 
Groden Center in summer 2010. This ex-
perience was my introduction to autism 
spectrum disorders. I learned everything 
from how to create communication books 
to how to differentiate instruction for 
groups of students,” she said.

 “Watching the students learn and 

develop their individual voices was an in-
credible experience.

“With Michael, I was able to experi-
ence firsthand what the day-to-day life 
of a speech-language pathologist could 
be. That in itself is invaluable. Michael 
was always available for my questions. 
He involved me in every aspect of his day 
so the learning that I took away from 
Groden is a huge part of my daily life at 
my other jobs.

“When I was interning I witnessed a 
7-year-old use his communication de-
vice for the first time. We were conduct-
ing speech therapy during snack time and 
were giving choices for snack. He request-
ed ‘pretzels.’ When we cheered and re-
inforced his request, he smiled the big-
gest smile I have ever seen. He looked at 
us with such excitement as if to say, ‘You 
understand me!’ I still think back to that 
day as one of the defining moments on my 
path. I think it is important to remem-
ber that every individual has something 
to say. It is up to us to listen closer and 
help that voice be heard. Communication 
is the essence of life. And I am constant-
ly reminded of Professor Vicki Bartolini’s 
words, ‘Always see a child through the 
lens of ability, not disability.’” 

Shannon Witter ’11, a speech-language pathologist who works at several agencies in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island, returned to the Elisabeth Amen Nursery School to present a workshop.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Aaron Bos-Lun ’12

“I can’t overstate how powerful 
my experiential learning at 

Wheaton was. Being able to intern 
in an organization in South Africa 

focused on youth born into post-
apartheid South Africa added a deep 

sense of purpose to my studies.”

Aaron Bos-Lun ’12, who majored in politi-
cal science at Wheaton, is the chair of 
the board of directors for Engage Miami, 
which aims to cultivate a generation of 
thoughtful citizens through engagement 
in local democracy. Previously, he was 
the recruitment manager for Teach For 
America for the University of Florida. He 
interned at the Amy Biehl Foundation 
as a Wheaton Fellow in 2009 and as a 
Davis International Fellow in 2011 to 
develop an HIV/AIDS peer education 
program with youth in Cape Town, South 
Africa; at the Monterey Institute as a 
Davis International Fellow in nuclear 

nonproliferation in 2010; and for a pri-
mary school in Bhutan in 2011.

“I returned from my internship in 
South Africa eager to make sense of all I 
had gleaned about what it really means to 
build a democracy from the ground up—
beyond holding elections,” he said.

“I was able to return two years later and 
be there during an election year, continu-
ing my work. It inspired my interest in 
going to what was then the world’s newest 
democracy, Bhutan, to conduct my senior 

thesis on its transition to democracy. It 
was there, while interviewing the minis-
ter of education, that this crazy sense I had 
that politics and education were connected 
came to life. He said that ‘democracy and 
education are meant to work hand in hand 
to improve people’s lives.’ That directly 
led me to a teaching position with Teach 
For America for four years in a low-income 
high school, as part of my ongoing quest 
to find spaces to build on my belief that di-
rectly improving people’s lives through ed-
ucational opportunity is the core purpose 
of what societies should focus on.

 “I turned 30 last year and can look back 
on a decade of experience, going back to 
my Wheaton studies and internships, 
which have made me a very different po-
litical thinker, community-oriented in my 
leadership and choices, and offered me a 
great deal of insight. I want to be part of 
making things better, and Wheaton was 
the foundation to do that confidently and 
with extraordinary reference points for 
which I remain grateful.”

Antonio Jakes ’12

“All of these experiences pushed me to 
be a better worker. Each internship 
was in a different field, so I was able 
to see how people were successful.”

Antonio Jakes ’12, who majored in English, 
is the national press fleet manager for 
Nissan North America, Inc., in Franklin, 
Tenn. His job involves working with live 
events, participating in vehicle launch 
activities, and creating and analyzing 
inventory management reports and a host 
of other responsibilities. He had several 
internships while at Wheaton: in the 
Office of Instructional Technology at the 
New York City Department of Education 
in summer 2009; as a product public 
relations intern at Nissan North America, 
in summer 2010; as a marketing intern at 
Aramark, from August 2011 to April 2012; 
and as a public relations/social influence 
intern at Mullen in summer 2012.

“My internship at Nissan shifted my ca-
reer goals. I came to Wheaton wanting to 
be a doctor, but after that experience I re-
alized that was not what I really wanted to 
do,” he said.

“Working as a public relations intern 
at Nissan was a new experience for me. I 

had no background in public relations and 
was actually really nervous about the in-
ternship. Throughout the summer of 2010 
I was given multiple projects to complete, 
from grant proposal letters to handling 
important press releases. 

“My biggest project was organizing the 
40th Anniversary Nissan Z Convention. 
The event was taking place at Nissan 
headquarters in Franklin, Tenn. I had to 
organize vehicles, secure a photographer, 
create signage and pick up special guests. 
One thing I realized during that time was 
that no one was looking over my shoulder 
to make sure that I was getting the work 
completed. This let me know that I need-
ed to always make sure I was on top of my 
game and got the job done. 

“Whenever I’m given a task I make 
sure that the work I produce is the best. 
Managers and supervisors have their 
work to do, and they trust that you’re able 
to do your job without having to micro-
manage you.” 

Antonio Jakes ’12 (right) with YouTube star 
Daym Drops at a car show
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Brianne Jeffrey ’08

“Hurdles are opportunities… 
Things are always difficult when 

you first start them. But put in 
some time and those things can 

become what you do best.”

Brianne Jeffrey ’08, who majored in 
psychobiology, is the in vivo studies lead 
on the lysosomal storage team in the Gene 
Therapy Program (GTP) at the University 
of Pennyslvania in Philadelphia. While 
at Wheaton, she was a student intern/
research technician from 2006 to 2008 in 
the Harvard Medical School neuroscience 
laboratory. 

“I had a fantastic internship experi-
ence that truly shaped my career,” she 
said. “In my current role at GTP, I work 
in translational research on the lysosom-
al storage disorder team to develop new 
gene therapy models and applications. 
We use small viral vectors to develop and 
deliver gene therapies to animal models 
for debilitating, incurable diseases that 
arise primarily in children. I indepen-
dently plan, conduct and analyze exper-
iments as well as provide technical sup-
port and manage the timelines and sam-
ple collection of our animal studies. I also 
perform data analysis, prepare scientif-
ic presentations and participate in man-
uscript preparation. 

“My entire career has essentially been 
built on the experiences I had at the 
Harvard lab during my internship. Not 
only did I gain valuable experience in re-
search and project management, but 
I also had opportunities to present re-
search at conferences, be published in 
peer-reviewed journals and gain connec-
tions and recommendations in the field of 
my study.

“I also learned a valuable lesson about 
communication. Early on in my intern-
ship, several of us were working on multi-
ple aspects of ongoing research, including 
performing behavioral assays with rats. 
One day my supervisor asked me to work 
alone on some microscopy work that re-
quired mapping brain sections and count-
ing cells that were stained with two differ-
ent antibodies to look for co-localization. 

“This work was at the time incredi-
bly challenging for me since I had not 
yet developed an eye for the tissue stain-
ing and did not trust that I was doing the 
work correctly. I groaned and made a 
sarcastic comment thinking I’d get an ‘I 
know, this isn’t the most fun job around 
here’ response, but instead I was met 
with a lecture on the opportunity they 
were giving me. 

“I was always a well-behaved, good stu-
dent with great rapport with adults and 
felt immediately horrible because I did 
truly appreciate the opportunity, but my 
perfectionist fears led to my out-of-char-
acter comment. Later that day I sought 
out my supervisor to apologize, and we 

were able to move past it. 
“He has since written me numerous 

glowing letters of recommendation. I 
think about this interaction often when I 
am faced with uncomfortable situations 
for several reasons. 

“First, own your mistakes. Sometimes 
in the workplace there are errors, misun-
derstandings and disagreements. No mat-
ter how uncomfortable it is, taking own-
ership and apologizing can go a long way. 
That one comment could have ruined our 
relationship and never led to the career 
I have today, but it didn’t because I took 
responsibility. 

“Second, and perhaps most relevant 
to my career and graduate school ex-
perience, hurdles are opportunities. 
I often think about how much I hated 
doing the mapping because I was bad at 
it—until I developed a touch for it and 
became the brain mapping master at 
the lab. I developed a skill that seemed 
impossible and was able to not only get 
good at it, but to enjoy it. Things are al-
ways difficult when you first start them. 
But put in some time and those things 
can become what you do best.”

Great outcomes
Just six months after graduation, 97 
percent of Wheaton alumni in the five 
most recent classes have secured full- 
or part-time employment, are pursuing 
graduate/professional degrees 
or are gaining career experience 
through internships, fellowships or 
service opportunities.

TAHSIN JAHAN
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Julie Bogen ’14

“My time at Teen Vogue and at 
Oribe Hair Care were my first New 

York City-based opportunities 
and are arguably the reason 
that I have the career I love.”

Julie Bogen ’14, who majored in film and 
new media studies with a double minor 
in journalism and Spanish, is the senior 
associate editor of audience engagement 
at The Atlantic in Washington, D.C. A 
deputy team leader, she helps to manage 
the department’s goals and priorities, 
oversees emerging platform strategy and 
spends several hours each week running 
The Atlantic’s social media channels. 
While at Wheaton, she was an editorial 
intern for The Litchfield County Times/
Passport Magazine in summer 2012; 
served as a remote copywriting intern for 
a now-defunct online destination called ‘I 
Like What You’re Wearing’ while studying 
abroad in Spain in spring 2013; and was a 
Teen Vogue intern in the magazine’s fea-
tures department and also at Oribe Hair 
Care in New York City in summer 2013. 

“My internship with the Litchfield 

County Times/Passport Magazine was 
my first professional experience pitch-
ing, researching and writing my own ar-
ticles,” she said. “I had a ton of freedom to 
try new things and contribute to the pub-
lication in a meaningful way with nothing 
but encouragement from my then-editor. 
It helped improve both my skills and my 
confidence, as well as allowed me to write 
several pieces that significantly built up 
my portfolio. 

“I spent my days at Teen Vogue writing, 
editing and doing minor fact-checking 
for the magazine and website—including 
drafting a piece that would become my 

first international print byline. Oribe gave 
me experience communicating with influ-
encers as well as assisting with public re-
lations strategy. Having two major indus-
try names and practical skills on my  
résumé made a major difference when it 
came time to apply for jobs around the 
time I graduated from Wheaton. My Teen 
Vogue boss also kindly set me up with sev-
eral interviews at positions inside Condé 
Nast. I didn’t get the job, but having her 
support as I networked and interviewed 
for other roles made a huge difference.

“During my internships I made a cou-
ple of mistakes that I still cringe think-
ing about, but I learned from them. One 
of them happened one summer when 
I was brainstorming article headlines 
with my boss at Teen Vogue. I thought of 
one that I really liked after she had left 
the office for the day. So I tweeted at her 
excitedly saying to check her email. It 
was so extremely unprofessional and in-
appropriate. She was so, so nice about 
the way she approached it with me. That 
taught me a long-lasting lesson about 
how best to communicate with superi-
ors, both in terms of preferred method 
as well as tone.” 

Erin Jaske ’11

“My internship gave me exposure to 
a variety of methods and techniques 

used to identify disease determinants, 
and gave me the chance to test 

out a potential career path.”

Erin Jaske ’11 majored in biology because 
she was interested in pursuing public 
health and studying disease determinants 
once she graduated. Her internship as 
a research assistant at the Tennessee 
Department of Health in the entomol-
ogy unit in summer 2010 pointed her 
directly toward work that best fit her 
passion. Currently, as a data analyst at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in Seattle, 
she uses a variety of statistical tools to 
manage and analyze veteran surveys and 

electronic health record data.
“My internship in Tennessee solidified 

my interest in public health, and specifi-
cally in epidemiology,” she said.

 “My day-to-day varied a lot while I in-
terned at the Tennessee Department of 

Health. There were some days in which 
I was running tests in the laboratory all 
day, days in which I worked outside at a 
test site collecting mosquitoes and other 
days in which I was performing analysis 
on data we collected. 

“Through all of this, I began to look 
forward to the days when I was crunch-
ing numbers and looking at the results of 
what we had collected. Ultimately, I de-
cided that my best course of action would 
be to acquire a stronger skill set in statis-
tical software and analysis—something 
that would require further study in pub-
lic health.

“After graduating from Wheaton I  
attended Yale University to earn my mas-
ter’s degree in epidemiology, which has 
led me to my career today.”



Alumni offer good advice on getting the most out of internships
“Customize your own path. 

Express gratitude. If the  
experience confirms your in-
terest in your field of study, 
that is great. If not, that’s even 
better. You should not feel that 
you need to love every experi-
ence in order for it to have pro-
found value.”

—Shannon Witter ’11

“Do not limit yourself. 
Wheaton is one of the most 
supportive environments you 
will find in your life, and what-
ever it is that fascinates you—
in a class, a speaker, a friend—
build on that thing and find an 
opportunity somewhere that 
will bring to life the world-class 
education you are getting.”

— Aaron Bos-Lun ’12

“Take initiative. I could 
have gone into my internship 
with my head down and left 
learning one task that sum-
mer. Instead, I learned how to 
do countless behavioral assays, 
surgeries and techniques that I 
still apply to my work and I cul-
tivated relationships with some 
friends and colleagues. I gained 
experience mentoring through 
this position, and I learned how 
to talk about my research in 
laymen’s terms as well as in sci-
entific terms. Teaching is often 
the best way to learn, and I was 
able to gain an appreciation for 
that through my internship 
experience.”

—Brianne Jeffrey ’08

“Don’t let any negative  
experiences discourage you. 
One of my internships was a 
very negative experience, but 
it made me take a step back 
and reassess what my interests 
were. After returning to cam-
pus, I thought more about what 
interests I had so I could find 
a field that I could practically 
pursue after graduation.”

—Erin Jaske ’11

“Start small. Take the op-
portunity that will give you the 
most relevant, hands-on ex-
perience—even if it’s not the 
biggest name. Work hard, try 
new things and send thank-you 
notes at the end.” 

—Julie Bogen ’14

“Reach out and connect 
with people in other depart-
ments, if you are working for a 
company.”

—Antonio Jakes ’12

“Be a leader and communi-
cate regularly with your team 
and manager about the ideas 
that you have, your concerns 
and, most importantly, how 
you plan on addressing them. 
That initiative goes a long way 
and leaves a lasting impres-
sion with the team and the 
company.”

—Clayton Rieck ’14
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Clayton Rieck ’14

“Wheaton laid the foundation for 
a new way of thinking critically 
about solutions across a diverse 

landscape of problem sets, and my 
internship further solidified that 

through a practical implementation 
in a real-world profession.”

As a software engineer at NBC Universal, 
Clayton Rieck ’14 builds and maintains 
iOS applications and services for nine 
networks owned by NBC. He was drawn 
to his computer science major because 
of the instant gratification of seeing the 
fruits of his labor. It also fuels his desire 
to create. He had three internships while 
at Wheaton—as a business analyst at 
Liberty Mutual in Boston in summer 
2012 and as a software engineer intern 
in Liberty Mutual’s Dover, N.H., office 
in summer 2013. He also worked as a 
software engineering intern at Raizlabs 
in Boston during the summer 2014 after 
graduation. 

“My first two internships taught me 
more about how to lead and carve a 

direction for myself at work while my last 
internship gave me practical software  
engineering experience. Both have been 
very important,” he said.

“Being able to show that you have the 
skill to identify fault points in  
processes and/or products and commu-
nicate how you’re going to fix or improve 
them leaves a lasting mark in any organiza-
tion. I’m just glad I had the opportunity to 

learn this and practice it earlier on in my 
career. 

“Every internship experience has left 
its mark on me both on a personal and 
professional level, particularly the one at 
Raizlabs in Boston from day one. 

“I’m not sure why, but I expected to 
be building websites during my intern-
ship. However, it immediately became 
clear that would not be the case. Instead, I 
was placed on the iOS team and ended up 
building open source software and apps 
on iPhones and iPads. As much as I initial-
ly lamented the assignment, it ultimately 
taught me something valuable. 

“I was doing myself a disservice by fo-
cusing my skills on one thing. I now work 
on many different technologies from apps 
to servers and even websites. I’ve focused 
on gathering a wider breadth of knowl-
edge in my industry as a whole instead of 
settling on a single niche. 

“Wheaton laid the foundation for a new 
way of thinking critically about solutions 
across a diverse landscape of problem 
sets, and my internship further solidified 
that through a practical implementation 
in a real-world profession.”  
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The plot 
thickens
Megan Collins ’06 fulfills lifelong 
dream with debut novel

By Sandy Coleman

The first sentence of Megan Collins’s debut novel  
The Winter Sister is only 19 words long. Yet, the 
murder mystery manages to immediately spark 
surprise, sadness and a captivating curiosity 
that hooks the reader in seconds—including the 
publishing house editor who read the author’s 
original manuscript submission.

Collins, a 2006 graduate who majored 
in English with a creative writing concen-
tration, says she owes the ability to craft 
such a compelling opening—as well as the 
realization of a lifelong dream to publish a 
novel—to her studies at Wheaton, partic-
ularly in courses with English professors 
Sue Standing and Deyonne Bryant. 

“I know that I would not be where I 
am today, either as a writer or a teach-
er, without the guidance of my wonderful 
mentors at Wheaton,” said Collins, who 

teaches creative writing at a magnet high 
school in Connecticut. 

“Every time I write—whether it’s a 
poem, a piece of flash fiction or a novel—
I’m using techniques I learned in my po-
etry and fiction classes at Wheaton,” she 
said. “I often think about an Amos Oz 
book that Professor Bryant had us read, 
in which the author said that the opening 
to any story is a contract between read-
er and writer. This was certainly on my 
mind as I drafted the first sentence of my 
book, helping me make sure I established 
the correct mood for the story as a whole.”

Collins said she has dreamed of being 
an author since she was 6 years old after 
writing her first short story, “The Bad 
Cats,” and discovering the magic of creat-
ing worlds with words. Failed attempts to 
get two prior novels published as an adult 
hurt but didn’t deter her.

The Winter Sister, which was pub-
lished by Touchstone/Simon & Schuster 
in February, delves into the complexity 

When they found my sister’s body, the flyers 
we’d hung around town were still crisp against 
the telephone poles. The search party still 
had land to scour; the batteries in their 
flashlights still held a charge. Persephone 
had been missing for less than seventy-two 
hours when a jogger caught a glimpse of her 
red coat through the snow, but by then, my 
mother had already become a stranger to me.

—The Winter Sister
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of mother-daughter relationships, loss, 
grief, secrecy and the search to find 
out who killed Persephone, the sister of 
Sylvie—the narrator of the story. 

Since the release of her book, Collins 
has been busy promoting it through talks 
and signings, including at the Manchester 
Public Library, Barnes & Noble and 
Mohegan Sun Connecticut. She also had 
an appearance at the Harvard Coop in 
Cambridge, Mass., which professors 
Bryant and Standing attended.

 Last April, the Wheaton community got 
a sneak peek of the novel when Collins vis-
ited Bryant’s  “Advanced Fiction” course 
and did an evening reading as part of the 
“Readings by Writers” series in Beard and 
Weil Galleries.

Collins’s love of Greek mythology played 
a role in developing The Winter Sister. Her 
favorite myth, because of the many ways 
it can be interpreted, she said, is that of 
Persephone and Demeter. According to 
the myth, one day while gathering flowers, 
Persephone, the maiden of spring and the 
daughter of Zeus and Demeter (goddess 
of agriculture), was abducted by Hades, 
the god of the underworld. Demeter, in 
her grief, withheld her gifts and the earth 
turned into a frozen wasteland.

“The idea for this particular novel came 
to me when I thought about the myth and 
wondered, ‘What would have happened if 
Demeter had had another child, who was 
left to navigate the loss of Persephone in 
the wake of her mother’s intense grief and 

neglect? What kind of adolescence would 
she have had, and what kind of adult 
would she become?’ Sylvie, the narrator of 
my novel, is my answer to that question,” 
Collins said.

The research that Collins did for her 
honors thesis at Wheaton—a collection of 
poems that was, in part, conversations be-
tween characters in Greek myths—also 
helped bring forth the idea for the book. “I 
like to think that The Winter Sister, which 
is also a re-envisioning of a Greek myth, is 
an extension of the kind of work I did for 
my thesis, even though it’s in a completely 
different genre of writing.” 

Standing, who is now retired, was 
Collins’s honors thesis advisor. She re-
called her as an extraordinary writer. “In 

“I tend to do most of my writing and outlining in my home office, and most of my idea-gathering while I’m commuting for work. I’ve turned my home 
office into a little sanctuary with art I’ve collected and fun literary items surrounding me,” said Collins.

MARC HATFIELD
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her work, she showed a remarkable depth 
of knowledge and imaginative insight,” 
said Standing. “She is also one of the witti-
est people I have ever met.”

Bryant said what she remembers most 
about the author is that she was curious, 
had a mastery of language and was ded-
icated to her writing: “Megan was disci-
plined and self-motivated; she was always 
reading or writing something beyond the 
assignments required of her in class. Her 
work ethic is amazing, and I am thrilled 
by her success.” 

After graduating from Wheaton, 
Collins earned an M.F.A. in creative 
writing from Boston University. She 
has taught at Central Connecticut State 
University; she is currently in her 11th 
year as a creative writing teacher at the 
Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts 
and is the managing editor of 3Elements 
Literary Review. 

In 2017, she won second place in con-
cis: a journal of brevity’s Pith of Poetry 
& Prose Contest for her flash fiction 
piece “Errands,” which is about a woman 
who sees a bride in line at the grocery 
store and believes she has a connection 
through a shared emotional experience. 
Collins, whose work has been published 
in many online and print journals, also re-
ceived Best of the Net and Pushcart Prize 

nominations for several of her poems. 
Her next novel, Behind the Red Door, is 

scheduled to be published by Atria/Simon 
& Schuster in 2020. 

In the meantime, she continues to pay 
forward her Wheaton experiences by in-
spiring young writers in a variety of class-
es and workshops, including those focus-
ing on poetry, mythology and film. 

“I love working with young people who 
are as passionate about writing as I was 
when I was their age,” she said. “I love 
guiding them to see their potential and 
celebrating with them when their hard 
work pays off—whether that’s through 
winning contests, sharing their work in 
front of an audience, getting pieces pub-
lished or getting accepted to college. I also 
love feeling like I’m just one artist work-
ing among many. I am their teacher, yes, 
and I have more years of experience than 
they do, but at the end of the day, we are 
all just writers working together, continu-
ing to develop our craft.

“I love the magic of playing with lan-
guage, of finding a new way to describe 
something we’ve all seen a thousand 
times. I love that all stories, no matter 
what they’re about, are essentially a met-
aphor for a truth that the writer has expe-
rienced within the world, or just wants to 
understand better.” 

Megan Collins’s 
advice for writers:
Read. Read everything you can—
books within your genre, books 
outside of it. The writers that have 
come before us are our greatest 
teachers, and to be a writer, you 
need to engage with language in a 
meaningful way as often as you can. 
You need to get the rhythm of words 
inside your bones.

Don’t give up. All artists hear “no” 
all the time. Part of being an artist 
is dealing with rejection. And even 
though it never really stops stinging, 
it’s all a part of the process. If you 
believe you have a poem or story that 
needs to be heard, keep on trying to 
get it out there in the world until you 
get your “yes.” It only takes one.

Find a community of writers. 
Whether it’s in a workshop, an M.F.A. 
program, a local writing group or 
through the #writingcommunity on 
Twitter, be sure to foster relationships 
with other writers. They will be some 
of your biggest cheerleaders and your 
most comforting support.

Tap into resources. There are a 
lot of great resources out there for 
aspiring novelists. A couple of my 
favorites are Save the Cat! Writes 
A Novel, which lays out a foolproof 
plotting method, no matter what 
genre you’re writing in, and Novel 
Ideas, which includes interviews with 
novelists about their processes.

Sit down and do it. You won’t be 
able to write a novel unless you…
actually sit down and write it. Set a 
goal for yourself (“I’ll write 500 words 
five days this week” or “I’ll write for 
two hours every other day”) and try 
to stick to it as much as possible. 
But if you don’t meet that goal 
(it happens—life gets in the way 
sometimes), be kind to yourself. The 
important thing is that you’re making 
a commitment to your writing and to 
the story you want to tell.

Last April, Collins (in red) visited “Advanced Fiction” taught by Associate Professor of English 
Deyonne Bryant.
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And the winner is…

Cliften Bonner-Desravines ’13 named New Artist of the Year
It was all joy at the House of Blues as Cliff 
Notez (the hip-hop artist also known as 
Cliften Bonner-Desravines) was named 
New Artist of the Year during the 2018 
Boston Music Awards on December 12. 

The Boston Music Awards annually rec-
ognize outstanding musical talent in the 
Massachusetts area and aim to predict 
the future direction of music in Boston.

The Class of 2013 music and psycholo-
gy double major was one of 10 artists nom-
inated in his category. (His stage name, 
Cliff Notez, originates from a nickname 
given to him by schoolmates before he 
came to Wheaton.) Nominees were select-
ed by a committee comprised of about 400 
members, including music label execu-
tives, and the general public weighed in 
with 50 percent of the voting on finalists.

In summer 2017, he released his first 
solo album of 15 songs titled “When the 

Sidewalk Ends.” The album, which is 
available on Apple Music and Spotify, ex-
plores themes of racism, oppression, 
black mental health and identity.

At Wheaton, Bonner-Desravines said 
he found the freedom and support to 
pursue all of his passions (from music to 
film and photography), which has kept 
him flexible to chase any dream. He is 
a musician, filmmaker, photographer, 
writer and producer, who has worked 
with Boston University, Harvard, MIT, 
the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and 
at the Institute of Contemporary Art/
Boston running new media programs 
and classes on film, music production 
and DJing.

Bonner-Desravines also is the found-
er and co-owner of the multimedia collec-
tive and production company HipStory, 
tapping into the master’s degree in digital 

media that he received from Northeastern 
University. 

During the Boston Music Awards  
ceremony, he performed after he was 
pronounced the winner in his category, 
which made the night even more special.

“The most surreal thing was hearing 
the audience calling my name as if they al-
ready knew I won,” he said, “like they be-
lieved in me. It’s hard to believe people be-
lieve in you when your art and even your 
entire being is centered around not be-
lieving in yourself. That’s where I was at. 
It was a big epiphany; whoa, someone out 
there really believes in me. … I remem-
ber feeling really full after I left the stage. 
Like I finally began to understand that I 
may be on the right path.”

 —Sandy Coleman

Read his full story online.

Cliff Notez (Cliften Bonner-Desravines ’13) performed songs from his album “When the Sidewalk Ends” at the Boston Music Awards in December 2018.
BRANDON JOHNSON

http://hipstory.org/cliffnotez/
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Alumni awards for peace advocates
Their paths have never crossed but Adar Cohen ’04 
and Betty Reardon ’51 have been traveling in the 
same direction for years as professional advocates 
for peace. Both will be recognized for their work 
with an Alumni Achievement Award on May 18 
during Commencement Reunion Weekend.

Cohen, co-founder of the Civic 
Leadership Foundation, is an educator and 
researcher in the areas of conflict resolu-
tion, youth empowerment and nonviolent 
social change. Reardon, founding director 
emeritus of the International Institute on 
Peace Education, is a pioneer who has been 
dedicated to creating and shaping peace 
education programs in the United States 
and abroad for more than 50 years. 

The Alumni Achievement Awards, pre-
sented by the Alumni Board of Directors, 
recognize individuals who have made sig-
nificant contributions to their communi-
ty, have distinguished career accomplish-
ments or have supported Wheaton as a 
volunteer.

Both award recipients humbly ex-
pressed appreciation for the honor.

“I was stunned and joyful to learn of 
the award,” Reardon said. “Having the 
graduates of an institution of the cali-
ber of Wheaton recognize efforts to de-
velop peace education as an ‘outstanding 
achievement’ is very meaningful to the  
future of the field and affirming of the  
efforts to establish and develop it.”

“What an honor to be recognized by the 
Wheaton community in this way,’’ said 
Cohen, “and alongside such inspiring peo-
ple; Betty Reardon is one of my heroes.”

Cohen has a doctorate in internation-
al peace studies from the University of 
Dublin’s Trinity College. In addition to re-
ceiving a George J. Mitchell Scholarship in 
2006 to study at Trinity College, he 
won a 2004 Watson Fellowship, a 2003 
Truman Scholarship in public service 
and several other fellowships. He also 
co-wrote, with Steve Fiffer, Jimmie Lee 
& James: Two Lives, Two Deaths, and the 

Movement that Changed America (Regan 
Arts, 2015), which explores a pivotal event 
in American civil rights history.

While at Wheaton, Cohen created his 
own independent major. “I built an inter-
disciplinary course of study in conflict res-
olution because I had a sense that how-
ever my studies and career proceeded I 
would always be drawn to helping people 
engage across differences and find their 
way forward together,” he said. “I’m the 
first person in my family to attend college. 
At Wheaton, I had people looking out for 
me, challenging me to think broadly about 
my future, encouraging me. Doing that for 
young people—helping them to expand 
their sense of what’s possible for them—
is important to me in my career and in my 
community life.”

Reardon, who majored in history at 
Wheaton, earned a master’s degree in 
history from New York University and a 

doctorate in education from Columbia 
University. She taught for several years 
at all levels from elementary to grad-
uate school and worked in peace edu-
cation at the Institute for World Order 
from 1963 to 1976. In 1982, she found-
ed the International Institute on Peace 
Education, an intensive residential experi-
ence in peace education that takes place bi-
ennially in association with partner host 
institutions in various parts of the world. 

“There is at the moment an especially 
urgent need to develop, not only the skills 
of conflict resolution and transformation, 
but the desire and capacity to deal with 
profound social and political differences 
civilly and constructively, and to practice 
the reflective and ethical thinking that is 
essential to maintaining a democratic  
public order,” said Reardon, who serves as 
advisor on programs and partners for the 
institute. 

“Peace education is directed toward 
guiding learners in the development of 
such skills and habits of mind—the kinds 
of processes that I believe are integral to a 
Wheaton education.”

The awards will be presented in Cole 
chapel by Joshua Bauchner ’95, Alumni 
Association president and chair of the 
Alumni Board of Directors.

—Sandy Coleman 

Betty Reardon ’51

Adar Cohen ’04

https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2006/01/13/adar-cohen-04-wins-2006-mitchell-scholarship/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2004/03/16/wheaton-senior-awarded-prestigious-watson-fellowship/
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A personal 
tour of 
Bhutan
Bhutan, the only remaining Himalayan 
Buddhist kingdom, often is called “the 
last Shangri-La” because of its dramat-
ic, pristine landscape. A remote, land-
locked nation in South Asia, it is not easy 
to get to. However, a lucky few alumni 
and family, accompanied by faculty and 
staff, traveled there in fall 2018 as part of 
a trip sponsored by the Wheaton Alumni 
Relations Office. 

Wheaton has a longtime relationship 
with Bhutan dating back to the 1990s and 
continuing through a study abroad pro-
gram first launched in 2010. The program 
is a partnership with Royal Thimphu 
College, the first private institution of 
higher learning there. Also the nation’s 
current king, His Majesty Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck, was a Wheaton stu-
dent from 1999 to 2001. 

Associate Professor of Anthropology 
Bruce Owens led the excursion (from 
September 25 through October 5) with 
Gretchen Young, dean of the Center for 
Global Education at Wheaton. The group, 
which included alumni from classes rang-
ing from 1962 to 1994, was small enough for 
personal exploration and allowed the trav-
elers to bond and tailor the experience. 

“The goal of the trip was to provide our 
community members with an opportu-
nity that only Wheaton could offer,” said 
Courtney Shurtleff, director of Alumni 
Relations. “This truly was a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity in which Wheaton 
faculty and staff created the itinerary. 
Professor Owens has a deep knowledge 
of the area and was able to take travelers 
to places only known to the locals. That 
level of personalization is what Wheaton 
is known for, and we were happy to deliv-
er it on this trip.”

Claire Lang Ballantyne ’94, who majored 
in history at Wheaton, said the trip was 
more than she imagined: “About 20 years 
ago I read a memoir by a Canadian woman 

who lived in Bhutan and I have been in-
terested in the region ever since. I always 
hoped to travel there one day, but realisti-
cally didn’t believe it would ever happen. 
But this trip was perfect—everything was 
already planned out, we would be accom-
panied by a Wheaton professor so it would 
be not just touristy but genuinely educa-
tional, and, though I would be traveling 
with strangers, we would all have some-
thing dear in common, Wheaton.”

In addition to exploring culture, his-
tory and landmarks, “some of the most 
memorable moments included extraor-
dinary meals—ranging from an eight-
course traditional feast at what is argu-
ably Nepal’s most beautiful hotel and a 

candlelit continental dinner in a former 
palace courtyard to our favorite meal in 
Bhutan, served in a farmhouse by the chef 
and her husband while we were seated on 
the floor around a wood stove,” Owens said. 
“The tour concluded with performances of 
traditional Bhutanese music and dance by 
the members of Phusum Drayang troupe of 
Paro, who insisted that we all join.”

—Sandy Coleman 

PHOTO BY BRUCE OWENS

At the Buddha Dordenma in Thimphu, Bhutan 
(from left): Mary Harding Bradly ’67, Stephen 
Hall, Urath Gibson ’75, Joselynn Kaswinkel Van 
Siclen ’62, Richard Waters, Patricia Waters, 
Claire Lang Ballantyne ’94, Donna Maturi ’76, 
Robert South, Eileen Cruz ’85, Anne Kilguss 
’64, Jo Ann Harry ’84. See more photos at 
wheatoncollege.edu/wheaton-magazine.
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Enforcing the laws for nature
Ryan Kane ’07 grew up outside of Acadia 
National Park in Maine, and spent sum-
mers swimming in the lakes and ponds on 
Mount Desert Island.

“I never once thought about wheth-
er the water was safe or healthy to swim 
in,” said Kane, who majored in philosophy 
at Wheaton and received his law degree 
from Vermont Law School. 

Now, in his role as assistant attorney 
general for the state of Vermont’s envi-
ronmental protection division, the alum 
thinks about these issues daily. 

“Making sure that others, today and in 
the future, have the same opportunity I 
had is what really motivates me to do the 
work I do,” he said. 

Kane joined the Vermont Office of the 
Attorney General in May 2018. In his role, 
he enforces Vermont’s environmental 
laws and regulations. This involves draft-
ing complaints, motions, appellate briefs, 
legal opinions for client agencies, usually 
the Agency of Natural Resources, and let-
ters to individuals or companies seeking 
to bring them into compliance with envi-
ronmental regulations.

“It is intellectually rigorous and I enjoy 

it. It is a really great team at the attor-
ney general’s office and chatting with col-
leagues about new decisions or a partic-
ularly thorny legal issue is part of the job 
that I enjoy most,” Kane said. “As anyone 
who shared a philosophy class with me 
can attest, I’m not shy about speaking up 
or debating difficult topics.” 

His philosophy degree from Wheaton 
helps him daily in his career. In partic-
ular, he credits Associate Professor of 
Philosophy Stephen Mathis’s class “How 
Judges Reason” with sparking his interest 
in the legal profession.  

“The ability to formulate a cogent argu-
ment and express it in a clear and persua-
sive way is crucial to being a good lawyer 
and is certainly a skill I first began devel-
oping at Wheaton,” Kane said. “Thinking 
like a philosopher and thinking like a law-
yer are not all that different. You need log-
ical and analytical reasoning and critical 
thinking to both develop your own argu-
ments as well as address the arguments 
put forward by the other side.”

For his part, Professor Mathis is not sur-
prised by Kane’s success in the legal field. 

“Ryan had a razor-sharp intellect and 

could see into philosophical and legal 
problems easily and clearly from the very 
start, Mathis said. “He was the rare ex-
ceptionally bright student who could 
help others with less philosophical talent 
grasp the concepts and see the distinc-
tions they needed to see.”

Throughout Kane’s career, which in-
cludes a stint as judicial law clerk to the 
Vermont Superior Court, Environmental 
Division, he has worked to protect the 
state’s precious natural resources, includ-
ing Lake Champlain. 

Currently, he is helping enforce the 
state’s Clean Water Act, to help mitigate 
widespread water quality issues. Part of 
the law requires farmers to ensure they are 
following best practices to prevent runoff 
of agricultural wastes into state waters. 

“Our office has also been active work-
ing with other state attorneys general in 
fighting rollbacks of environmental regu-
lations at the federal level,” he said. 

“I have had some opportunities to help 
with that multi-state work, which is excit-
ing because it impacts the whole country 
and not just Vermont.”

—Laura Pedulli
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Austin Simko ’09 at the Andover (Mass.)
Town Hall, where he serves as chief 
strategy officer and town clerk. Read 
about his journey from Wheaton Student 
Government Association president to 
municipal leader on Page 40.

Emma Corwin ’16 
reaching new heights 
along the Appalachian 
Trail. 

BRUCE OWENS

CLASS NOTES
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A change in perspective: Claire Lang Ballantyne ’94 and Mary Harding 
Bradly ’67 (above, and to the left) on the fall 2018 Wheaton alumni trip to 
Bhutan. 

Violet Guidera ’16 and Sidra Narvaez ’16 passing by Antelope Canyon, 
Ariz., on a road trip from Massachusetts to California. 

Did your contact information change?
Report changes of address and email to Alumni Relations at 508-
286-8207 or alum@wheatoncollege.edu.

Is your class year missing and 
you have news to share?
Contact us at magazine@wheatoncollege.edu and we will put you in 
touch with your class secretary.

Looking to volunteer?
Contact our Alumni Relations Office to get involved at 508-286-8207.

For class secretaries: How to 
submit your Class Notes
By email: Submit Class Notes to magazine@wheatoncollege.edu. 
Include your class year in the subject line (e.g., “Class Notes, 2001.”) 
Also, we accept Class Notes by snail mail: 

Class Notes
Wheaton Magazine
Wheaton College
26 E. Main St.
Norton, MA 02766

Deadlines
Summer: April 4, 2019
Fall: July 2, 2019
Winter: Sept. 27, 2019

Photos
To submit digital photos (preferred), email them as an attachment 
to magazine@wheatoncollege.edu. For full guidelines, visit whea-
toncollege.edu/wheaton-magazine/submitting-digital-images. Mail 
photographic prints (at least 4x6 inches in size) to address above. 
Please send copies only; we cannot return photos.

For all photos: Please supply a brief description of the event and 
all the names and class years of the alumni in the picture.

Please note: The photos you send in must be sharp and clear. 
Photos that are out of focus, or that have harsh shadows, over-
exposed areas or “red-eyed” subjects may not be usable. Often we 
receive more photos than we can use in any one issue. When this 
happens, we will select photos that represent a variety of class years 
and timely events.

Alumni recognition comes in 
many forms
Do you know an alum who deserves to be 
recognized? The Alumni Board of Directors 
is interested in learning about them. Please 
share their story with the board at alum@
wheatoncollege.edu or call 508-286-8207. You 
can visit wheatoncollege.edu/go/recognition 
to learn more.
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Essence magazine 
recognizes Indira 
Henard ’03
The November 2018 issue of 
Essence magazine featured an 
article highlighting four “she-
roes” who are fighting to give 
voice to the survivors of sexual 
violence. Among them at the top 
of page 103 was Wheaton alumna 
Indira Henard ’03. (She also was 
included in the City Paper’s 2018 
People Issue, which features “21 
Washingtonians who give D.C. 
its distinct character.”)

Henard is the executive 
director of the DC Rape Crisis 
Center in Washington, D.C. In 
the article “On the Ground” by 
Akiba Solomon, Henard talked 
about the 46-year history of the 
center, where she first began 
working as a volunteer. 

Henard majored in political 
science at Wheaton and earned 

a master’s degree in politi-
cal science at the University 
of Chicago in her home city. 
In 2014, she helped facilitate 
passage of the Sexual Assault 
Victims’ Rights Amendment 
Act (SAVRAA), legislation that 
improves how the Metropolitan 
Police Department in D.C. 
handles sexual assault cases 
and treats survivors. The 
Academy of Criminal Justice 
Sciences presented her with a 
national Victim Impact Award 
for her leadership in the passage 
of SAVRAA.

In Essence, she described 
what keeps her going in a tough 
line of work: “I feel grateful that 
I get to do this work. I see survi-
vors who are looking for a safe 
community to process what hap-

pened to them. … the work we 
do is sacred and unscripted. My 
hope is that survivors know that 
recovery is possible and there is 
no straight path to healing.”

Henard noted that she is 
honored to be in the magazine 

she grew up reading. “Essence 
was a fixture in my household. 
…So, imagine my surprise when 
Essence contacted me to be fea-
tured in the November issue.”

—Sandy Coleman

REBECCA HALE ’99

Roxanna Azari ’10 speaks at UN
Three minutes and 59 seconds. 

That’s all the time it took for 
spoken-word artist and activist 
Roxanna Azari ’10 to get a stand-
ing ovation from the roomfull 
of diplomats at a Sept. 28, 2018, 
United Nations event in which 
she performed the piece she 
wrote based on the U.N.’s work 
to engage youths as changemak-
ers in the pursuit of peace and 
security and the prevention of 
violence and extremism.

Azari, the founder of 
Wheaton’s iSpeak and a 2010 
Thomas J. Watson Fellow, con-
sults on issues of diversity and 
inclusion for companies, in addition to per-
forming and running workshops nationwide 
for middle school, high school and college 
students. She was invited to speak at the 
U.N. through Create 2030, an initiative that 
engages artists in carrying out the U.N.’s set 
of 17 sustainable development goals. 

She presented her poem, “Framing 
Violence,” during the launch of the full 
report of “The Missing Peace: Independent 
Progress Study on Youth, Peace and 
Security” at the 73rd session of the General 

Assembly at the United Nations headquar-
ters in New York City. The event was part of 
the kickoff of the UN Youth Strategy.

The report, which focuses on inclusivity, 
rights and participation, sought insights 
from 4,320 young people in 27 countries. It 
recommends recognizing “the role of young 
people as agents of peace and development 
in their communities to prevent conflict and 
violent extremism, tackle their root causes, 
and contribute to sustainable peace.” 

U.N. Secretary-General Envoy to Youth 

Jayathma Wickramanayake 
introduced Azari with a “Roxy, 
I hope you can wake up this 
room,” and the poet stood at 
a podium with all eyes on her 
and delivered a message about 
the power in the names we 
give others. 

“My poem focused on 
the dangers of homogenous 
gendered narratives of calling 
youth in conflict areas ‘sav-
ages,’  ‘uncivilized,’ ‘violent’ 
and/or ‘oppressed,’ ‘silent,’ and 
discussed how we use these 
narratives to justify violent 
policies against youth when, in 

fact, there are so many young people around 
the world actively attempting to change 
and fight systemic violence, while creating 
peace in their communities,” said Azari, 
who double majored in women’s studies and 
English at Wheaton and now is an adjunct 
lecturer at Hunter College in the women’s 
and gender studies department.

—Sandy Coleman

Go online to read an excerpt from her poem.

https://www.essence.com/magazine/organizations-combating-sexual-assault/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/behind-the-veil/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/behind-the-veil/
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Tuning into culture
Ethnomusicology major returns to campus to teach
As a musician who loves learning languages, 
Amanda Daly Berman ’03 came to Wheaton 
thinking she would study music, French or 
international relations. Upon arrival her cu-
riosity led her on a path that united all of her 
interests and inspired a career in academia.

“One day my freshman year I saw a poster 
with [Professor of Music] Matthew Allen 
holding a tambura and I thought ‘what’s 
that?’” she said.

Intrigued, she began taking music cours-
es from Allen and Julie Searles, instructor 
of music, and increasing her proficiency in 
French, German and Spanish through lan-
guage courses and extracurricular activi-
ties. Ultimately, she discovered a passion 
for ethnomusicology, the study of music in 
culture, which combines the fields of world 
music and anthropology.

Berman, with guidance from her advisor, 
Allen, and other professors, became the first 
of several students to pursue an independent 
major in ethnomusicology. She went on to 
her receive her Ph.D. in ethnomusicology 
from Boston University.

In fall 2018, Berman (a singer, pianist and fid-
dle player), came full circle when she returned 
to Wheaton to teach the course “World Music: 
Eurasia” as a visiting assistant professor.

She taught students how listening to 
music is not just pleasing to the ear but a 
gateway to understanding another’s culture. 
With that in mind, she encouraged students 
to attend a variety of campus events—includ-
ing a Latino Student Association-organized 
concert and Diwali, a Hindu festival that was 
celebrated on campus in November. 

“One of the main goals is to build critical 
thinking skills by analyzing the music we 

hear. The course looks at how contemporary 
relations, changes in instruments and musi-
cal traditions—and even politics—affect pop 
music, and how we consume that music,” 
Berman said.

Nicyla Ahmad ’21 said she found the 
course thought-provoking and inspiring. “I 
enjoyed being able to open my mind to more 
music from various cultures. What I got from 
the course is the idea that although music 
is used in every nation, what it represents 
and how it is utilized is different, which just 
enriches the overall music scene,” she said.

Searles has enjoyed seeing Berman return-
ing to Wheaton to teach. “One of the most 
satisfying aspects of being a teacher is watch-

ing your students emerge as professionals 
and having the honor to work with them as 
colleagues,” Searles said. “Amanda was a pio-
neer. And now she is doing great work; we’re 
so happy, and grateful, to have had her here.”

As for Berman, she is making her mark 
as an academic in the field; in addition to 
Wheaton, she has taught ethnomusicol-
ogy at Boston University and Salem State 
University.

“I love the feel of being engaged with the 
students, teaching and doing research as 
well as still performing,” she said. “I love that 
being an ethnomusicologist allows you to do 
this all at the same time.”

—Laura Pedulli

KEITH NORDSTROM



40 WHEATON MAGAZINE

Leadership in action
Austin Simko ’09 always har-
bored a fascination with the 
mechanics of government.

As a student, he impressed 
his professors with his policy 
chops and leadership talent; 
his peers elected him president 
of the Student Government 
Association.

Now, 10 years later, Simko 
is the chief strategy officer 
and town clerk for the Town of 
Andover, Mass.—a position that 
he says is a culmination of expe-
riences gained at Wheaton.

“Like the SGA, I’m leading a 
residential community that I’m a 
part of, only on a bigger campus 
with a bigger population,” he said.

At Wheaton, Simko led 
the formation of a commit-
tee to save electricity among 
campus residence halls and 
student houses, and worked 
on the Educational Policy 
Committee. He also honed his 
leadership skills as a member 
of The Gentlemen Callers, the 
Wheaton Chamber Singers 
and Wheaton Chorale and as a 
writer for The Wheaton Wire.

“He had a vibrant presence, 
and he really made the most of 
his time to drink in all of the 
opportunities,” said Gerard 
Huiskamp, professor of political 
science. Huiskamp recalls Simko 
creating videos that were “artful 
and funny” to highlight serious 
issues on campus while SGA 
president. 

Darlene Boroviak, professor 
emerita of political science, 
called Simko one of her top 
students during her 46 years at 
Wheaton. 

“His final paper in ‘U.S. 
Foreign Policy,’ an analysis of the 
strategic frameworks then shap-
ing U.S. policy, could have been 
written by someone in the State 
Department or Pentagon. He is 
a perceptive and intuitive policy 
analyst,” she said.

After Wheaton, Simko gradu-
ated from Boston College Law 
School, practiced law at an inter-
national law firm, clerked with 
the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court and worked in 
corporate strategy. 

But his talent for governmen-
tal affairs caught the attention 
of Andover officials while Simko 
served as chair of the town’s 

Planning Board and as a member 
of the Housing Partnership 
Committee. The town manager 
took the unusual step of recruit-
ing Simko, a volunteer, when the 
position opened up. 

“The town manager saw my 
performance [on the board] and 
was open-minded in fitting me 

into the organization,” he said. 
The town created a position 

unique in municipal govern-
ment: chief strategy officer and 
town clerk. As such, in addition 
to his town clerk duties, Simko 
helps the community and town 
conduct long-term strategic 
planning and works on projects 
of strategic importance, focus-
ing on everything from com-
munications and legal matters to 
personnel and land-use issues.  

“I see my role as helping to 
lead a ‘company’ whose ‘product’ 
is the complete living experience 
of 33,000 residents. I’m never 
bored. I always have something 
to do and am continually chal-
lenged in different ways,” Simko 
said.

“I’ve never worked as a town 
clerk, and all of a sudden I 
need to organize a primary 
election, conduct a congres-
sional recount, put together a 
budget, learn how to help the 
community write a [Request 
for Proposals] to redevelop a 
town-owned parcel. I have had 
so much to learn about the job 
I’m doing,” he said.

But Simko enjoys every min-
ute of it. “I love the variety and 
the ability to have an impact.”

—Laura Pedulli

Simko is a Wheaton trustee and 
president of the Gentlemen Call-
ers Alumni Union.

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.
Grant Hefler ’21
Wheaton Fund scholarship recipient

Grant is majoring in business and 
management with a minor in sociology 
and wants a career that considers 
others. “I’m fortunate to be able to 
come to Wheaton, where people  
seek to change the world,” he 
says. “I want to work for a small 
startup and help it grow to a large 
company that has good values 
and ethics. I want to help people 
improve their lives, and one day 
be able to give back.” 

Give to the Wheaton Fund today to 
support the dreams of tomorrow.

Go online to learn more about how your support creates 
opportunities for Grant and other students.

wheatoncollege.edu/giving
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Finding beauty in fungi 
Perusing Facebook one day we couldn’t 
help but be taken aback by the beautiful 
photos of mushrooms being posted by 
Patty Kaishian ’13. Through her lens, the 
fungi come across as lovely as flowers. Her 
passion for the subject matter shows. She 
developed an interest in mushrooms while 
majoring in biology at Wheaton and now 
photographs them as a hobby and is study-
ing them as a doctorial student. We asked 
her more about the interest in what most 
people might overlook on a walk through 
the woods:

“I photograph and identify fungi from 
around New York and from around the 
world, particularly in the Neotropics. I am 
interested in fungal biodiversity and I want 
to raise awareness about the importance of 
mycology [the study of fungi] by photograph-
ing a variety of mushrooms that I find on my 
strolls through the woods. 

“I hope to change the general perception 
of mushrooms as being ugly, dirty, danger-
ous and unimportant. I am getting a Ph.D. in 
mycology at SUNY College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry in Syracuse, N.Y., 

where I study with Professor Alex Weir. I am 
a taxonomist, so I name and describe new 
species. My first publication [“New species 
of Prolixandromyces (Laboulbeniales) from 
South America” in the journal Mycologia, 

co-written with Weir] came out in June, 
in which I described four new species of 
Laboulbeniales fungi, a group of parasitic 
fungi on arthropods. 

“I definitely credit my Wheaton education 
for fostering my love of mycology. Courses 
such as ‘Tropical Biology’ with professors 
Scott Shumway and Shawn McCafferty, 
‘Ornithology’ with Professor John Kricher, 
and my independent research with Professor 
Betsey Dyer were all formative in me becom-
ing a field biologist and fostering a passion 
for this often-overlooked dimension of 
biology. Also, Deb Cato [instructor of biology] 
was my advisor and she was highly encour-
aging of my mycological studies because she 
shares a passion for mushrooms as well.

“My goals as a mycologist are to document 
the incredible biodiversity of the kingdom, as 
well as inspire students to pursue the many 
exciting areas of research within the field. 
Our current understanding of fungi is very 
limited and there is much to be discovered 
ecologically, chemically, medically and 
industrially.”

—Sandy Coleman

PATTY KAISHIAN ’13



62 WHEATON MAGAZINE

1949
Eleanor “Ele” Cox Lawrie, 91, 
died on January 18 in Concord, 
Mass. She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in childhood education. 
Early in her career, Ele owned 
a nursery school. She later 
moved to Phoenix, Ariz., where 
she worked for the Gompers 
Rehabilitation Center, the First 
Baptist Church and the Arizona 
Boys Ranch. Ele then moved to 
Lima, N.Y., to work at the Elim 
Bible Institute and five years 
later moved to Pennsylvania to 
help start a Mennonite church. 
She helped build a boarding 
school for girls in Kenya and 
also lived and worked in Hawaii 
and traveled across Asia. Also 
during her life: she studied to be 
a religious counselor in Virginia 
Beach, Va. 

1950
Roseann Heim Hall, 90, died at 
her Mercer Island, Wash., home 
on Nov. 1, 2018. Roseann at-
tended Wheaton and graduated 
from the University of Michigan, 
where she received her bach-
elor’s degree in political science. 

Ann Pattison Loiselle, of 
Newtown Square, Pa., died on 
Nov. 15, 2018. She lived most of 
her life in Sharon, Mass., with 
William Loiselle, her husband 
of 55 years. Ann earned her 
bachelor’s degree in psychol-
ogy at Wheaton and remained 
active in alumni gatherings 
and in organizing Reunions. 
She was a special education 
teacher for 15 years at Sharon 
Junior High School after earning 
her master’s degree in educa-
tion. Following retirement, she 
enjoyed traveling to Europe 
and Bermuda with her husband 
and visiting her children and 
grandchildren. She loved spend-
ing time at the family cottage 
in Brewster on Cape Cod. Ann 
was a faithful parishioner of Our 
Lady of Sorrows Church. 

1951
Nancy Dodge Hartford, 89, 
died in Manchester, N.H., on 
January 13. She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s de-
gree in art history. She married 
Warner Hartford of Concord, 
N.H. In 1955, they moved to 
Needham, Mass., where they 
raised their family. Nancy and 

Warner moved to Bow, N.H., in 
1989, where she dedicated her 
talents to several local organiza-
tions.

Alice Yang Hintzen died 
on January 19. She was born 
in Tianjin, China. She came 
to the United States to go to 
college. She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in chemistry and from 
the University of Michigan with 
a master’s degree in chemistry. 
Alice then married and found 
work in the chemistry field 
studying the enzyme Bromelain 
for Dole Pineapple Co. on the 
island of Oahu in Hawaii. She 
studied at University of Hawaii 
to earn a credential in science 
and math to teach high school 
and elementary school students. 
She then taught chemistry and 
math at Lompoc Unified School 
District in California. She 
earned many research awards to 
further her studies at Stanford 
and Yale. Alice also was involved 
in church activities based on her 
Christian faith. As a classically 
trained violinist, she partici-
pated in local symphonies.

Frederica Marindin 
Kaltenthaler, 90, of 
Harleysville, Pa., died on 
January 22. She attended 
Wheaton and graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
She was an elementary school 
teacher.

1952
Anita Villa Behnken died on 
Nov. 20, 2018. After earning an 
art history degree at Wheaton, 
she married Donald and moved 
to Norwalk, Conn. Anita focused 
her ample energy on raising 
their four children and vol-
unteering in the community. 
Anita served on the Roosevelt 
School PTA, the Norwalk Youth 
Symphony board, as a docent at 
the Lockwood Mathews Mansion 
and finally on the Norwalk 
Symphony board, where she 
created an endowment fund to 
sustain the symphony for future 
generations. An avid sailor, 
Anita spent much time cruising 
the East Coast. She also explored 
Africa, South and Central 
America, Europe and Asia, and 
took frequent trips to visit her 
family in Alaska, Hawaii and 
Wales. She remained active into 

her 80s, rafting the Colorado 
River through the Grand Canyon 
at 81 and the Green River at 84. 

Elizabeth Spencer Dawson, 88, 
of Bedford, Mass., died on Nov. 
16, 2018. She attended Wheaton, 
spent her junior year studying 
in Paris and graduated from 
Barnard College with a bach-
elor’s degree in art history. She 
completed her master’s degree 
in social work at the University 
of Michigan. Later in Concord, 
Mass., Elizabeth worked as a so-
cial worker at Emerson Hospital 
and later operated a successful 
bed and breakfast out of the 
family home in Concord for 11 
years. 

1953
Joan Willett, 86, of Haverhill, 
Mass., died on July 28, 2018. 
Joan attended Wheaton and 
later graduated from Boston 
University. She worked for many 
years as the assistant to the 
administrator of the former Hale 
Hospital in Haverhill.

1961
Margaret Tryon Armstrong 
died in Springfield, Mass., on 
Dec. 25, 2018. She was married 
for more than 56 years to Peter 
Armstrong. She received her 
bachelor’s degree in biology 
from Wheaton. In the summer 
of 1961, she enrolled in the in-
vertebrate zoology course at the 
Marine Biological Laboratory. 
She later moved to Davis, Calif., 
to raise her family. She conduct-
ed laboratory research, investi-
gating problems of embryonic 
morphogenesis. In 1975, the 
Armstrongs began spending 
their summers in Woods Hole, 
where they continued their col-
laborative research. Margaret 
retired from laboratory work in 
2015.

Betsye Petersen Sargent died 
on Dec. 11, 2018. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree from Wheaton 
in art and her master’s degree 
from Wheelock College. She 
became a principal and director 
of the gifted education program 
at the Salem Public Schools in 
Massachusetts. Believing that 
all students should be educated 
with the same opportunities 
as the students in her gifted 
program, Betsye settled into 
her calling as co-founder and 

co-head of The Phoenix School 
in Salem. She also served on The 
Rotary Club of Salem, Salem 
Partnership, Salem YMCA Board 
of Directors and North Shore 
Medical Center’s Patient Family 
Advisory Council. 

1962
Barbara Smith Lamarche died 
on Dec. 14, 2018. She graduated 
from Wheaton with a bach-
elor’s degree in art and shortly 
thereafter, married Morgan 
Lamarche. They were married 
for 56 years. She had a cater-
ing business in New York City. 
Later, she worked for Spitzer 
and Furman Jewelers, using 
her artistic talents to manage 
the showroom and window 
displays. Moving to Duxbury, 
Mass., in the 1990s, she became 
a respected antiques dealer for 
more than 22 years. She also 
co-founded Vista Garden Design, 
which specialized in landscape 
and garden design for nearly 
20 years. She was a volunteer 
with the Forest Hills Village 
Improvement Society, the 
Duxbury Rural and Historical 
Society, the Fine Arts Work 
Center in Provincetown, Mass., 
and a member of the Forest Hills 
Women’s Club, West Side Tennis 
Club and the Duxbury Yacht 
Club. She was a member of the 
founding group for the Duxbury 
Music Festival.

Mary “Lou” Langford Shade, 
of Bethlehem, Pa., died on 
February 1. She was married to 
William Shade. Lou graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in sociology. She worked 
at the Moravian Book Shop for 
34 years. She loved reading to 
children and finding the right 
book for them to take home. 
Lou was an active member of 
the Central Moravian Church in 
Bethlehem, Pa., where she sang 
in the sanctuary and chapel 
choir. She was a supporter of 
multiple art organizations. She 
loved to travel with her husband 
and took many trips throughout 
the world.

1965
Suzanne de Long de Clercq 
died on April 12, 2018. She 
graduated from Wheaton with a 
bachelor’s degree in music and 
French. Suzanne had a dynamic 
musical career as a vocalist and 

IN MEMORIAM

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/university-of-michigan/?personid=190714612&affiliateID=372
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/university-of-michigan/?personid=190782499&affiliateID=2729
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/university-of-michigan/?personid=190782499&affiliateID=2729
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flutist. She toured Europe with 
The Tudor Singers and won first 
place in the Bach Music Festival 
in Strasbourg in 1979. She spent 
many years as the president of 
The Naples Music Club and had a 
long career teaching voice, flute 
and piano.

1972
Donna Perone, 67, of 
Philadelphia, and formerly 
of Mamaroneck, N.Y., died on 
Feb. 17, 2018. She was married 
to Lawrence Hambrecht for 35 
years. Donna graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in Spanish and earned 
three master’s degrees and 
a Ph.D. in psychology from 
Temple University. She received 
a national board certification 
in psychology and a certifica-
tion as a high school princi-
pal. In the 1970s, she was the 
co-chair of the International 
Committee Against Racism in 
Boston. Donna was a professor 
in the education department 
at St. Joseph’s University and 
a psychologist at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia NICU. 
More recently, she was a school 
psychologist at Upper Dublin 
Pennsylvania School District 
for the past 17 years. She retired 
in June 2017. Donna attended 
Wheaton Reunions, and proudly 
wore her Pegasus class ring for 
all her days.

1975
Anita Andrew, 65, died on Dec. 
14, 2018, in Beloit Memorial 
Hospital in Beloit, Wis. Anita 
graduated from Wheaton with a 
bachelor’s degree in Asian stud-
ies before earning a master’s 
degree in East Asian studies 
from Indiana University. She re-
ceived her Ph.D. in history from 
the University of Minnesota. 
She had been associate pro-
fessor of history at Northern 
Illinois University in Rockford 
since 1994. She worked with 
many academic publications as 
a writer, editor and translator. 
She and her husband adopted 
two orphaned girls from China. 
She authored a paper, “China’s 
Abandoned Children and 
Transnational Adoption: Issues 
and Problems for U.S.-China 
Relations, Adoption Agencies 
and Adoptive Parents.” She also 
published fictional short stories 
based on her own children’s ori-

gins. In addition to her academic 
career, Anita volunteered for 
presentations at area hospitals 
on adoptive nursing to assist 
other adoptive mothers. 

1980
Karen Silins, 60, of Chicago, 
died on Oct. 2, 2018. She re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree in 
economics from Wheaton.  

1982
Abigail Price, of Portsmouth, 
R.I., died on Dec. 17, 2018, in 
Newport, R.I. After graduating 
from Wheaton with a bach-
elor’s degree in government, 
she received her J.D. from Case 
Western Reserve University 
School of Law and her master’s 
degree in law from New York 
University. Abigail spent most of 
her legal career working to help 
the refugee communities around 
the world. She spent a number 

of years with the International 
Rescue Committee, based 
in New York, Kids in Need of 
Defense in Washington, D.C., 
and ended her career with the 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security. She also spent a year 
in Geneva, Switzerland, work-
ing for the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees.

1985
Elizabeth “Liz” Kowalski 
Mitchell, 55, of Clifton Park, 
N.Y., died on Nov. 20, 2018. After 
earning her bachelor’s degree 
in physics from Wheaton, she 
earned a master’s of arts degree 
in teaching from Washington 
University in St. Louis. While at 
Washington University, she met 
Brian Mitchell, her husband of 
29 years, and she enjoyed telling 
folks that she found chemistry 
in a chemistry class. Liz was 
active in the Shenendehowa 

United Methodist Church in 
Clifton Park. Liz worked as a 
caterer for a number of years. 
Her loves included cooking, 
geology, star gazing, studying 
ancient history and archaeology, 
and summer trips to the beach. 
Liz enjoyed traveling and had 
many fond memories of family 
camping trips and European 
adventures growing up. In 
recent years, she enjoyed trips 
to Peru, the Mediterranean, 
Switzerland and Greece as well 
as to many destinations in the 
United States. 

1987
Tanya Paul, 53, of New London, 
N.H., died on Dec. 23, 2018, 
at the Jack Byrne Center in 
Lebanon, N.H. She graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in art and studied at the 
Parsons School of Design in 
Paris, France. During her early 
career, Tanya worked in the 
Greater Boston area in event 
planning and product manage-
ment for The Children’s Miracle 
Network, The Genesis Fund 
and The Medicines Company. 
During the past several years, 
Tanya enjoyed her work at 
The Fells Historic Estate and 
Gardens in Newbury, N.H., as 
site/event manager, member 
services assistant and most re-
cently outreach director. Tanya 
volunteered for several years 
at the Shiloh Horse Rescue in 
Nevada, and adored her beloved 
Schnauzer Cabo. 

1996
Nicole Noseworthy, 44, of 
Quincy, Mass., died on Dec. 7, 
2018, at the South Shore Hospital 
in Weymouth, Mass. She gradu-
ated from Wheaton with bach-
elor’s degrees in art and history. 
Nicole had been working as a UX 
web developer with Constant 
Contact in Waltham, Mass. 
She was an avid Boston Red 
Sox and New England Patriots 
fan, and enjoyed knitting and 
traveling, especially to Sanibel 
Island in Florida. Nicole was a 
board member with the Quincy 
Animal Shelter, and had a deep 
love for all animals, especially 
her two cats.

Relatives
1987 Daniel Freitas, father of 
Mary Freitas Hunt, in October 
2018

Travis Crosby, professor 
emeritus of history 
Travis Crosby, Wheaton profes-
sor emeritus of history, died on 
Dec. 21, 2018, in Northampton, 
Mass. 

Professor Crosby taught in 
Wheaton’s History Department 
from 1967 to 2005. During that 
time, he served as department 
chair and advisor, and assisted 
students with their theses.

In a tribute to the late professor, Professor of History 
Alex Bloom reflected, “Travis was a wonderful col-
league, a good friend to many, and a warm yet demand-
ing teacher. He epitomized the phrase ‘a gentleman 
and a scholar.’”

During his career, he was a noted expert on William 
Gladstone and other British prime ministers and 
politicians. He wrote seven books—including The 
Unknown Lloyd George: A Statesman in Conflict and 
Joseph Chamberlain: A Most Radical Imperialist. He 
also co-edited Psycho/History: Readings in the Method 
of Psychology, Psychoanalysis and History. 

Originally from Weslaco, Texas, he was born on Oct. 
13, 1936. Before teaching at Wheaton, he studied at 
Boston University, the London School of Economics 
and Johns Hopkins—where he earned his Ph.D. 
Professor Crosby was married to Susan Gray. 
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PERSPECTIVE

Making a splash
When it rains on campus it pours fun opportunities to let go and play. Heavy rains arrived in the 
area on Sept. 12., 2018, and turned the Dimple into a lake—for a little while anyway. It was just long 
enough for some students to take a break. 

KEITH NORDSTROM



For information, call Amy Dumont ’09 in the Office of Gift Planning at  
508-286-3391 or visit giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Giving possibility. 

NICKI PARDO

“At Wheaton, innovative professors taught me to communicate with 
impact and authenticity, and to recognize (and embrace) differences, 
opportunities and challenges; academic advisors provided coaching 
and real-world connections, leading to internships and that critical 
first job. I have had great career success; possess a love of travel 
fostered during my junior year abroad at Oxford; and I am married 
to my best friend [Kathryn ‘Kate’ Klode-Tomasini ’97]—all thanks 
to Wheaton. I’m including Wheaton in my estate planning so that 
students like me (for whom college wouldn’t have been possible 
without financial aid) can define what an abundant life looks like, 
and how Wheaton can enable their quest.”

Eric Tomasini ’97
Wheaton Alumni Board of Directors and Board of Trustees member
Management consultant, senior director, Huron Consulting Group

Planning 
the future.
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Caring Manoa, adult residential care home
Honolulu, Hawaii
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Learn more  at wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.

Your investment today inspires 
the dreams of tomorrow.

Wheaton Fund supporter
“After graduating, I worked in China for seven years, 
first in education and then in the luxury travel industry, 
before I returned home to take on a small business. 
My major [cultural anthropology] helped me to adapt 
to the distinct features and interpersonal dynamics 
of each new position. That flexibility was cultivated 
at  Wheaton, where  I was able to explore many 
interests, including joining the men’s swimming and 
diving team as a first-time competitive athlete. The 
opportunity gave me the confidence to take on 
even bigger goals in college and beyond. I want to 
reciprocate to allow similar experiences for future 
students. I hope that my support of Wheaton 
will help students examine their beliefs, 
explore their fields of study through diverse 
experiences and prepare for the challenges and 
opportunities of our ever-changing world.”
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