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Thank you for your patience 
and understanding
This issue of the magazine was 
scheduled to be in your hands a 
lot sooner than it is right now. 
However, because of the current 
outbreak of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19), our production 
schedule has been delayed as we 
in the Office of Marketing and 
Communications—along with 
colleagues all over campus—have 
been called upon to help provide 
important information about 
changes in operation the college 
needed to undergo due to the 
dangers of COVID-19.

You will read more about how 
we are carrying on in the wake 
of COVID-19 in the next issue of 
the magazine, but for now, please 
enjoy this issue that we have kept 
as it was originally planned—with 
the exception of the change in 
President Dennis M. Hanno’s 
column—before the spread of the 
virus took hold of the world and 

changed all that we do. 
We were deep into our produc-

tion schedule and already delayed, 
so we didn’t want to take out sto-
ries that may have changed due to 
recent decisions about events on 
campus. That would have caused 
even more of a delay. 

So you will find in this issue 
a story about Commencement 
and Reunion and you will read 
in the columns of our devoted 
Class Notes secretaries excited 
talk about coming to Reunion in 
May (which most likely will be 
postponed).

This is hard and not ideal for 
any of us. Thank you for under-
standing where we are at this 
point in our lives and for being 
patient in the delay of our publica-
tion. We greatly appreciate your 
kindness and continued support 
as dedicated readers.

The good news is that as much 

as things have changed, the excel-
lence of the Wheaton that you 
know—the students, staff,  faculty, 
alumni—is still the same, as you 
will see throughout the magazine. 

Our cover story celebrates 
the 20-year relationship that 
Wheaton has had with the Posse 
Foundation, which has brought 
amazing Posse Scholars to our 
campus. The partnership has 
provided an opportunity for 
Wheaton to have a diverse student 
population, strong cohorts of 
student leaders and strong faculty 
mentorship. 

We hope the magazine can 
bring you a bit of joy during this 
challenging time. Stay safe and 
well.
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A graffiti-style reminder of student excellence is on the wall of a campus building. See Page 64.
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A change of plans
This is not the column I had planned to pub-
lish in this issue of the magazine. A lot has 
changed since I gave my original column to 
the editor early in the production process. 
As a result, I swapped out the other column 
for this one at the last minute.

With the coronavirus (COVID-19) hav-
ing an impact on every part of our lives, 
each day finds us in a constant state of 

change and react-
ing to new chal-
lenges. We’re all 
altering and re-
thinking the way 
we do everything 
in an effort to stop 
the spread of the 
virus while think-
ing about how our 
actions impact 

ourselves, our families and many oth-
ers. For example, we no longer can en-
gage in something as simple as going out 
with a group of friends for dinner in a res-
taurant (which currently is prohibited in 
Massachusetts and many other places). 
And we all are concerned about the seri-
ous impact on families with food insecu-
rities who have to worry even more about 
how they will feed their young children as 
schools that provide free meals close.

During our spring break in March, 
as the cases of COVID-19 rose in 
Massachusetts and nationwide, we had 
to make some tough decisions about col-
lege operations based on the guidance and 

recommendations from city, state and 
federal officials. We knew these decisions 
would not only affect the staff, faculty and 
students on campus, but also our alumni 
near and far. 

For the safety and health of our com-
munity, we made the difficult decision to 
move to remote course instruction and 
student operations for the remainder of 
the spring semester, as of March 23. All 
students were asked to move out of the 
residence halls, however, exceptions were 
made for students who were unable to 
leave for one reason or another. About 80 
students remain on campus, and we have 
made certain that their needs will be met 
while here. In addition, most of the 90 stu-
dents we had studying abroad this semes-
ter have returned home.

As the magazine goes to print, we are 
still discussing whether to postpone 
Commencement and Reunion Weekend, 
scheduled for mid-May. As I write this, 
the current outlook does not give me 
great hope that the events will happen as 
planned, but we will make a final decision 
on this in early April.

No matter what, we are committed to 
holding celebrations sometime this year to 
honor our graduating seniors and our alum-
ni Reunion classes. This is even more im-
portant as we celebrate the 150th anniver-
sary of the Alumni Association. Stay tuned 
for more information in the weeks ahead, 
but I look forward to seeing our community 
come together for these valued traditions.

These decisions have been all the more 
difficult because Wheaton has always 
been a community defined by close per-
sonal connections and a strong sense of 
togetherness. With one of the most beau-
tiful campuses anywhere, we have always 
thrived on being together in this special 
place to learn, to live and to celebrate.

However, true community transcends 
physical space and it has been so inspiring 
to see our Wheaton family from all over 
the world come together to help us meet 
the challenges we are facing. We all feel a 
sense of loss and disappointment for the 
time together that has been taken away 
from us, but I know we will emerge from 
this even stronger and more connected. 

I personally appreciate all of the out-
reach and support I have received from so 
many members of the Wheaton communi-
ty. Know that we are here to support you, 
too. You will hear from us regularly with 
how we are coping, but also be sure to 
visit our website often for updates and in-
formation about how we are adjusting to 
this new reality.

Wheaton’s 186-year history has shown 
us time and again that this community is 
up for any challenge. Thank you for being a 
big part of what makes Wheaton so strong 
and so special. Please be safe and stay 
healthy during these challenging times.

@DHANNO

Dennis M. Hanno, 
president

The world has changed temporarily because of COVID-19, but the strong community that defines the essence of Wheaton College remains the same.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Growing voter turnout
Wheaton was recognized in fall 2019 for 
efforts to increase voter registration and 
turnout, receiving the ALL IN Campus 
Democracy Challenge’s Champion Award 
for having the most improved registra-
tion rate of all participating colleges in 
the 2018 midterm election.

Wheaton also received the ALL IN 
Challenge Silver Seal for hav-
ing a student voter turn-
out of 30–39 percent in 2018. 
About 37 percent of the stu-
dent body voted in the most 
recent midterms, versus just 
under 8 percent in 2014, ac-
cording to the National Study 
of Learning, Voting and 
Engagement (NSLVE). The 
campus is actively working 
to grow that number to above 50 percent.

The next big challenge is for Wheaton 
to increase voter registration and turnout 
in the 2020 presidential election. About 
43 percent of Wheaton students voted 
in the 2016 presidential election, and 42 

percent of the student body voted in 2012, 
according to NSLVE.

Wheaton’s success in the ALL IN 
Challenge also contributed to the college 
being recognized as one of the top 50 lib-
eral arts colleges for promoting public 
service in the Washington Monthly 2019 
Liberal Arts Rankings. Wheaton was 
ranked 46th out of more than 200 col-

leges based on a number of fac-
tors, including military and Peace 
Corps service, community service 
and voter engagement.

Wheaton is one of a national co-
alition of colleges and universi-
ties that have joined the ALL IN 
Challenge.

“By participating in this chal-
lenge, we are committing to docu-
menting and sharing the cross-di-

visional work that we are already doing to 
improve democratic engagement, in an ef-
fort to help us assess and reflect on what 
works best,” said Cassie Peltola ’14, assis-
tant director for community service and 

civic engagement in Wheaton’s Center for 
Social Justice and Community Impact.

The center partnered with the Wheaton 
College Democrats, House of Reps theme 
house and Political Science Department 
to host activities leading up to the mid-
term election. Among these were an 
event promoting the importance of mid-
term elections and providing information 
about 2018 ballot questions; on-campus 
voter registration tables; guest lectures 
and discussions; shuttle transportation 
to the polls; and projects like the Norton 
town cleanup that directly connect stu-
dents with local politicians and residents.

As the Center for Social Justice and 
Community Impact intern last year, 
Casey Smith ’20 supported many of these 
programs.

“I think this award shows a lot of growth 
in our campus community; the social activ-
ism I’ve seen on campus this year and the 
high turnout to politically themed events 
has been truly inspiring,” Smith said.

—Becca Manning

Students had the opportunity to register to vote in Chase Dining Hall with Norton Town Clerk Lucia Longhurst in February.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Commencement preview
Sally Bedell Smith ’70, an American historian, bestselling 
author and one of the world’s foremost interpreters of the 
British royal family, will deliver the keynote address at 
Wheaton’s 185th Commencement, on Saturday, May 16. She 
along with three others, will receive an honorary degree.

Smith specializes in 
biographies of members 
of the British royal fam-
ily as well as American 
political, cultural and 
business leaders. A con-
tributing editor at Vanity 
Fair from 1996 to 2018, 
she has been an on-air 
contributor for CNN 
since 2017. She previous-
ly worked at Time mag-
azine and The New York 
Times, where she was a 
cultural news reporter.

She is the best-selling author of seven biographies, begin-
ning in 1990 with In All His Glory, about William Paley, the 
legendary chairman of CBS. Her subsequent biographies, 
including New York Times bestsellers Diana in Search of 
Herself, Grace and Power, For Love of Politics and Elizabeth 
the Queen, have all been about significant figures on 
the world stage. Her latest book, Prince Charles: The 
Passions and Paradoxes of an Improbable Life, published 
in 2017, was an immediate New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal and Washington Post bestseller. Her books have 
been translated into more than a dozen languages.

Smith received a bachelor’s degree in history from 
Wheaton and a master’s degree from Columbia University 

Graduate School of Journalism, 
where she was the winner of the 
Robert Sherwood Memorial Travel-
Study Scholarship and the Women’s 
Press Club of New York Award.

In 2012, she won the Washington 
Irving Medal for Literary Excellence. 
Her book Elizabeth the Queen won 
the 2012 Goodreads Choice Award 
for best book in history and biogra-
phy and was selected by J.P. Morgan 

for its annual reading list. That year she was a consultant to 
playwright Peter Morgan on “The Audience,” his award-win-
ning drama about Queen Elizabeth II starring Helen Mirren. 

In 2008, Smith was inducted into the Radnor High School 
Hall of Fame. In 1982, she was awarded a Sigma Delta Chi 
Distinguished Service Award for magazine reporting.

—Sandy Coleman 

Sally Bedell Smith ’70, keynote and 
honorary degree recipient

Honorary degree recipients:
Edmund Barry Gaither
Edmund Barry Gaither is the executive 
director and curator of the Museum of 
the National Center of Afro-American 
Artists, which he developed from 
concept to an institution with a collection 
of more than 3,000 objects. He is also 
a special consultant at the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston. The Arts & Business 
Council of Greater Boston presented him with the 2019 
Champion of the Arts award.

Khrystian “Khrys” King ’95
Khrystian “Khrys” King ’95 is a social 
worker in the Worcester office of the 
Massachusetts Department of Children 
and Families, where in addition to his full-
time duties he has voluntarily served as 
the LGBTQ liaison.

He is also a councilor-at-large in the city of 
Worcester, currently serving his second 
two-year term. King is chair of the Municipal Operations/
Legislative Affairs Committee and a member of the Joint 
Committee on Education and the Parks and Recreation 
Committee. Previously he served on the board of directors of 
the National Association of Social Workers (Central Region)—
Massachusetts Chapter, and the Dance to Live Foundation, 
where he was vice president of public relations.

Abby Spencer Moffat
Abby Spencer Moffat is the chief 
executive officer of the Diana Davis 
Spencer Foundation, which evolved from 
the Shelby Cullom Davis Foundation, 
established in 1962, and the Kathryn W. 
Davis Foundation, established in 2004. She 
joined the foundation’s board of directors 
in 1992 and later served as vice chair.

Moffat, the daughter of trustee emerita Diana Davis Spencer 
’60, has a long history of entrepreneurship and relationship 
building. After graduating from Mount Vernon College, she 
cultivated an extensive network of corporate contacts as a 
top headhunter. She later refined her talents as the owner of 
an event planning startup.

MAX HIRSHFELD

This issue of the 
magazine features 
stories that were 

written before the 
outbreak of COVID-19, 

which has led to a 
delay in our production 
schedule. We decided 
to keep the stories as 
they were written to 

avoid additional delays.
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AROUND THE  DIMPLE

Wheaton partners to serve 
first-generation students
Wheaton is expanding its ability to bring 
first-generation college students to cam-
pus through a new partnership with the 
Maine Seacoast Mission and the Shelby 
Cullom Davis Charitable Fund.

The college joins the effort as one of 
three inaugural partners in the Davis 
Maine Scholarship program, a full, four-
year scholarship for rural,  
first-generation college students from 
Maine’s Washington and eastern Hancock 
counties. Clark University and the 
University of New England also will par-
ticipate in the program.

“We are very excited to be establishing 
this partnership. Wheaton is firmly com-
mitted to creating a diverse and inclu-
sive learning experience for students, and 
we value the perspective and experiences 
that first-generation students bring to our 
campus,” said President Dennis M. Hanno. 

“Wheaton’s emphasis on a personal-
ized liberal arts education combined with 
real-world experience prepares young 
women and men to create positive change 
in the communities in which they live and 
work,” Hanno added.

The college was selected as a part-
ner based on its institutional commit-
ment to increasing socioeconomic diver-
sity through demonstrated success with 
serving first-generation, college-bound, 
low-income, rural students through ex-
isting programs and resources. Wheaton 
and the other partner colleges also have 
demonstrated success with freshman 

retention and four-year college comple-
tion rates, especially among  
first-generation, college-bound students.

First-generation students current-
ly comprise 20 percent of Wheaton’s stu-
dent enrollment. In recent years, the col-
lege has introduced several programs de-

signed to ensure the success of first-gen-
eration students, including creating a  
pre-orientation track and bringing 
aboard a VISTA volunteer to coordinate 
programs and develop long-term support 
for the success of first-gen students.

In announcing the partnership, 
Andrew Davis of the Shelby Cullom Davis 
Charitable Fund said, “This is a remark-
able opportunity for deserving Downeast 
high school scholars. We are creating this 
scholarship for students who excel in their 
studies, persist through hardship and 
will be among the first members of their 

families to go to college. I very much look 
forward to supporting our college and 
high school partners on behalf of these ex-
ceptional young people. It is extremely ex-
citing to play a role in showing the world 
what Downeast students can achieve.”

Christina Griffith, Davis Maine 
Scholarship director at the Maine 
Seacoast Mission, added, “Coupled with 
the family and community strengths from 
which our Downeast students come, the 
Davis Maine Scholarship will provide 
Davis Scholars what they need to prepare 
for, persist through and successfully com-
plete their undergraduate studies.”

The Davis Maine Scholarship builds 
on the success of the Seacoast Mission’s 
educational programs. For more than a 
century, the Mission has worked to ad-
dress multigenerational poverty in rural 
Washington and eastern Hancock coun-
ties through programs including the 
Mission Scholarship Program (found-
ed in 1918) and the Ed Greaves Education 
(EdGE) K–12 youth development program 
(founded in 2002).

John Zavodny, Maine Seacoast Mission 
president, said, “We are very pleased to be 
partnering with the Shelby Cullom Davis 
Charitable Fund to continue to provide 
Downeast communities with greater ac-
cess to higher education. This strong part-
nership will result in more college grad-
uates, greater economic opportunity and 
new roads toward promising futures.”

—Michael Graca

“We are very excited to be 
establishing this partnership. 
Wheaton is firmly committed 

to creating a diverse and 
inclusive learning experience 

for students, and we value the 
perspective and experiences 

that first-generation students 
bring to our campus.”
President Dennis M. Hanno



SPRING 2020 7

Summer spark

A summer 2019 internship with Culture-
House in Cambridge, Mass., opened up 
psychology and theater double major 
Emma Girouard ’21 to a whole new field of 
study, and a possible career path.

CultureHouse is a pop-up communi-
ty space that transforms underutilized or 
vacant storefronts into usable spaces for 
the community. Girouard helped plan and 
facilitate community events, manage the 
Cambridge location and support the  
organization with its continued research 
on urban design and the effects of the 
built environment on people.

“Through my work at CultureHouse I 
have gained confidence in my communi-
cations skills and have learned about the 
importance of engaging in wider com-
munity conversations. This is a skill I can 
bring to any walk of life,” Girouard said.

She also was introduced to a new field 
of psychology: environmental psychology.

“Environmental psychology focuses on 
people’s interactions with their environ-
ments and how they impact each other. 
I am now very interested in this subject 
and am even going to be taking a class on 

urban livability while studying with DIS 
Copenhagen [in fall 2019],” Girouard said. 
“I think this is the whole point of an in-
ternship, to introduce you to your desired 
field and also introduce you to new ideas 
and possibilities.”

—Becca Manning

Go online to read about these other 2019 summer interns:
Robert Black ’21, Enable Life 

Sciences LLC

Oriana Camara ’20, 
Dangerous Productions

Nathan Domingos ’20, 
Sundin Associates

Ian Hamilton ’21, Cape Cod 
Repertory Theatre

Riad Jaber ’21, Fujitsu 
Advanced Technology

Genesis Maldonado ’20, 
Sayegh and Sayegh P.C.

James Margotta ’21, 
Upper Gila Preservation 
Archaeology Field School

Meshal Muzaffar ’21, 
Cleveland Legal Aid 
Society

Joseph Perez ’20, City of 
Decatur, Ala.

Isabel Reeves ’20, WHDH 
Channel 7

Prabha “Sumina” Regmi 
’21, Caring Heart Home 
Health Agency

Itzayana Salgado ’20, World 
Relief Chicago

Sidney Sipes ’21, 
Southwick’s Zoo

Nathaniel Wright ’20, 
Hawke TV

Psychology and theater double major Emma Girouard ’21 (far right) interned during summer 2019 with CultureHouse in Cambridge, Mass. CultureHouse 
is a pop-up community space that transforms underutilized or vacant storefronts into usable spaces for the community. 

JEREMIAH ROBINSON
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Helping women take the lead
Wheaton students 
have always had strong 
connections to women 
leaders through the 
college’s alumni network. 
Now they can expand 
their reach through a 
new partnership with the 
Forté Foundation.

The nonprofit Forté Foundation seeks 
to create an infrastructure of education, 
networking and other opportunities to 
support women as they pursue business 
careers in a variety of fields, from health 
care to hospitality.

Early in 2019, Wheaton alumna Diane 
C. Nordin ’80 gifted the college its first 
membership in Forté, giving Wheaton 
students access to the foundation’s many 
resources, including free admission to  
conferences across the country,  
educational webinars and an online pro-
fessional development platform, similar 
to LinkedIn, called Rising Stars.

“Forté offers Wheaton students the op-
portunity to connect with a large and di-
verse network of women who want to sup-
port the professional success of women,” 
said Andrew Brereton, executive dean 
for student success in the Filene Center, 
which is helping to facilitate the part-
nership along with Assistant Professor 
of Business and Management Sabrina 
Speights, as faculty advisor, and two 
Wheaton students.

Blake Ferretti ’20 and Genesis 
Maldonado ’20 are taking the lead in pro-
moting Forté on campus through the 
Forté Campus Ambassador Program. 
Known as “FAMbassadors,” the two are 
working to spread the word among their 
peers about the opportunities available 
through Forté.

“The Forté Foundation focuses on 
the idea of what it looks like to be a 

businesswoman within different divi-
sions, honing in on the importance of 
being able to market yourself and high-
light your strengths and passions, regard-
less of what you’re doing post-grad,” said 
Maldonado, a political science major.

At a Boston conference last April, 
Maldonado met a woman who helped 

connect her to a recent New York law 
school graduate who is helping the 
Wheaton senior with her law school 
applications.

The foundation offers several confer-
ences each semester. 

“This partnership is of great value to 
the Wheaton community as a whole,” said 
Lisa Gavigan ’83, career services direc-
tor in the Filene Center. “The foundation’s 
online Rising Stars program mirrors the 
career education we provide students 
through the Filene Center, reinforcing 
our message. The conferences provide at-
tendees with exposure to peers interest-
ed in business and finance and to leaders 
in those industries, building their profes-
sional networks. The students are also ex-
posed to industries and career paths they 
might otherwise not have considered.”

—Becca Manning

Wheaton’s Forté Foundation campus ambassadors Blake Ferretti ’20, left, and Genesis Maldonado ’20
KEITH NORDSTROM

“Forté offers Wheaton 
students the opportunity 

to connect with a large and 
diverse network of women 

who want to support the 
professional success of 

women.” 
Andrew Brereton, executive dean for 
student success in the Filene Center

http://www.fortefoundation.org/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/filene-center-for-academic-advising-and-career-services/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/filene-center-for-academic-advising-and-career-services/
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Playing with language
It’s lunchtime on Friday, and a corner 
of Emerson Dining is buzzing with the 
sounds of conversation.

At one table, students lay out tiles 
to spell words in Italian. At another, 
they play with wooden blocks contain-
ing Japanese characters. Along with 
coffee and tea, students pass around 
Haribo Goldbären (gummy bears) and 
Lu Petit Écolier (chocolate biscuits), as 
they practice speaking in German and 
French. 

The International Board Game Café is 
back in business. 

Launched in spring 2017 as a conver-
sation space (games were added last fall) 
and sponsored by the Center for Global 
Education and Wheaton’s language de-
partments, the café is held every Friday 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. at Emerson. 

Everyone in the Wheaton communi-
ty—faculty, staff and students—is wel-
come to participate, whether or not 
they are studying a foreign language. 
Introducing games to the conversation 
tables has helped students socialize and 
connect over a common activity while 
they talk. 

Among the café regulars is Dolma Lama 
’22, a film and new media studies major 
from Nepal who speaks English, Nepali, 
Tibetan, Japanese and Hindi.

“I get a chance to explore different cul-
tures inside the small bubble of Wheaton, 
and I really appreciate it. The hour passes 
by so fast,” Lama says.

One of the people she has met through 
the café is staff member Catherine 
Arendt, program manager with the 
Wheaton Fund, who speaks Japanese and 
lived in Japan for 25 years.

“From experience, I understand how 
important it is to be able to practice 
speaking a new language in an informal 
and supportive setting. The café provides 
that opportunity,” Arendt says. 

Professor of French Studies Jonathan 
Walsh says he was quickly on board when 
the café was proposed. It is similar to a 
French conversation table the French 
Department ran for many years.

“One never gets enough exposure to a 
foreign language unless studying it in a 
country where it’s spoken. So any chance to 
practice it, no matter how informal or un-
structured, helps a great deal,” Walsh says. 

Business and management graduate 
Jennifer Lonergan ’18 credits the café 
with helping her build confidence in her 
Japanese language skills. She recently 

finished a year of teaching in Japan 
through the competitive Japan Exchange 
and Teaching Program.

“Aside from the obvious language  
improvement, the café helped prepare 
me for the unease of exclusively using 
your second language to communicate,” 
Lonergan says.

—Becca Manning

The 
International 
Board Game 
Café, which 
takes place 
on Fridays 
in Emerson 
Dining Hall, 
provides an 
opportunity 
for students, 
staff and 
faculty to play 
games, relax 
and socialize 
while engaging 
in a shared love 
of learning 
languages. 

KEITH NORDSTROM
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AROUND THE  DIMPLE

Unpacking lessons from Tanzania
“Hello” in Swahili is habari and “thank 
you a lot” is asante sana.

The students (wanafunzi) at Norton 
Middle School learned these words and 
much more as they took a virtual trip to 
Tanzania from their auditorium seats on 
Nov. 8, 2019, courtesy of Wheaton stu-
dents who visited, studied and taught in 
the country last spring.

Sarah Maliarik ’20, Lauren Davidson 
’21, Tala Kayyali ’20, Blake Stevens ’21 and 
Tarwyn Washington ’21 presented slides, 
photos and video clips on a large screen 
and took turns sharing information 
about the month they spent in Tanzania 
as part of Professor of Anthropology 
Donna Kerner’s “Tanzania: Education and 
Development” course.

The faculty-led trip to Tanzania is one 
of several short-term courses coordi-
nated by the Wheaton Center for Global 
Education.

More than 200 middle school students 
attended the presentation, which un-
packed facts about the country’s popula-
tion and geographic wonders. Students 
also learned about the hospitals and labo-
ratories Wheaton students visited and the 
classrooms where they taught English.

The lives of students in Tanzania are 
significantly different from those in the 
United States, yet there are also common 
points of connection, including the love of 
music, Washington said.

Since 2011, Wheaton and Norton Middle 
School have partnered on this event as 
part of Africa Day. The day includes a ses-
sion in which handwritten letters from 
Tanzanian students describing their lives 
are shared with Norton students, who 
in turn use their laptops to type letters 
about their lives to send back.

Sixth grade geography students and 
teachers also hold a fundraiser in con-
junction with this event. The funds are 
given to the next group of Wheaton stu-
dents going on the faculty-led trip to 
purchase sports equipment and school 

supplies for the Tanzanian schools where 
they teach.

“It’s a nice town-college-global-village 
partnership,” said Kerner, who  
accompanied her Wheaton students at the 
presentation.

Maliarik, a double major in Hispanic 
studies and theatre and dance studies,  
organized the presentation. Before going 
to Africa, she already had studied abroad 
twice (a semester in Granada, Spain, to 
study Spanish, and a semester in London, 
to study theater), but considers the 
Tanzanian trip “life altering,” noting that 
she admired the gratitude and the love of 

family she saw there.
“I believe that traveling is the best  

education there is, but I also recognize 
that it is not an option for everyone, so I 
always try to share what I have learned 
with others. My experience does not end 
when I come home,” Maliarik added. “I 
think there is so much misunderstand-
ing in the world, especially now. If I can 
do my part to serve as a communica-
tor with people in different parts of the 
world, then we will all start to under-
stand each other a little bit more, and 
with that comes empathy.”

—Sandy Coleman
Online slideshow of Wheaton students 
in Norton and Tanzania

Tarwyn Washington ’21, Blake Stevens ’21, Lauren Davidson ’21, Sarah Maliarik ’20 and Tala Kayyali 
’20 discuss their travels at the Africa Day presentation at Norton Middle School. Below, middle 
school students read letters from Tanzanian students and write back.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Instrumental education
New course and chamber ensemble premieres
One of Wheaton’s newest musical perfor-
mance courses covers more than meets 
the eye or ear.

MUSP 015 Wheaton Sinfonietta pro-
vides talented musicians the opportuni-
ty to tackle advanced chamber music in a 
collaborative setting. Unlike in an orches-
tra or concert band, chamber music usu-
ally requires each instrumentalist to play 
their own individual part and to perform 
without the direction of a conductor.

But the course goes beyond the artistry 
of musical performance. It covers the craft 
and management of the music business, in-
cluding “the practical, organizational, ar-
tistic and administrative skills needed to 
run a professional musical ensemble.”

“The course is based on the model of 
collaborative professional chamber en-
sembles,” said Associate Professor of 
Music Delvyn Case. “The students work 
with me and each other to develop pro-
gramming themes, research and choose 
repertoire, attend to logistical concerns, 
organize off-campus performances, and 

create promotional strategies and materi-
als when appropriate.”

Case designed the yearlong class with 
support from the college’s $500,000 integra-
tive humanities grant from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation, which is intended to  
facilitate combining classroom learning 
with applied experiences.

The 15-member group, which includes 
two musicians from the local communi-
ty as well as Wheaton faculty and staff, 
presented its first public concert at the 
Norton Public Library on Nov. 16, 2019. 
Before that, the group performed in the 
Lyons Den on November 12.  

“Outreach and community engagement 
are key to the course, including creating 
programs, performing for various types of 
audiences, and engaging directly with lis-
teners through public speaking and by  
developing multimedia resources to sup-
port these events,” Case said.

Madyson Powell ’23 is responsible for 
handling publicity for the group, in addi-
tion to playing the French horn. Violinist 

Erica Werner ’23, who plans to pur-
sue majors in international relations 
and Hispanic studies, took on the role of 
emcee for the concert, and she developed 
enrichment activities for the audience. 

Thomas Conrad ’22, who plays the flute, 
viola and viola da gamba, helped to shape 
the performance, selecting one of the 
compositions the ensemble performed. A 
music major, he also leads a portion of the 
ensemble’s rehearsals. 

The advanced nature of the music is part 
of the draw for him and other students. 
“I like playing music in smaller ensem-
bles because it exercises different skills 
and comes with different challenges,” said 
viola player Jackson Reed ’21, a computer 
science and music double major who also 
serves as president of the Music Co-Op and 
is a member of Wheaton’s Great Woods 
Symphony Orchestra. “Each individual 
part is more important than it would be in 
an orchestra, and closer communication 
between players is key.”

—Michael Graca

MICHAEL GRACA
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Lessons from Bhutan
Associate Professor of History Dana 
Polanichka spent the fall 2019 semester 
as the resident director of the Wheaton 
in Bhutan program, her second time in 
the position. The study abroad program 
is a partnership between Wheaton and 
Royal Thimphu College that provides a 
rare opportunity for learning and cul-
tural exchange in a country to which 
few have access. In Bhutan, Polanichka 
taught two classes, participated in a 
class and learned Dzongkha (the offi-
cial language of Bhutan) alongside the 
12 Wheaton study abroad students. She 
also presented a lecture on her research, 
which focuses on the political and cul-
tural history of early medieval Europe, 
and volunteered at the Bhutan Nuns 
Foundation helping to organize an inter-
national conference and assisting a staff 
member with building an educational 
training program. We asked the profes-
sor about what she learned in Bhutan and 
what she hopes to bring back to campus:

How has Bhutan shaped your 
outlook and how does that inform 
your work with students?
“The country’s commitment to Gross 
National Happiness—a holistic develop-
ment plan that encompasses not just eco-
nomic development, but also environ-
mental conservation, culture, good gover-
nance, and sustainable and equitable so-
cio-economic development—is personal-
ly, politically and socially inspiring.

“Bhutan has widened my daily and my 
long-term outlooks by consistently inspir-
ing me not to focus on myself first and fore-
most [or solely], but rather to consider the 
entire community, whether local or glob-
al. I am consistently reminded that I am just 
one small piece of a much larger puzzle. I am 
hopeful that it is helping me to remove some 
of the ego that is naturally involved in any ac-
ademic’s work [for example, when I am deliv-
ering a lecture or am engaging in research] 
and instead to focus on my community of 
students and colleagues. Moreover, spend-
ing so much time in a different country and 

culture reminds me of the diverse experi-
ences and obstacles that my students bring 
to the classroom, experiences and obstacles 
that might not always be immediately evi-
dent to me as their professor.”

What do you hope students gain 
from studying in Bhutan?
“I hope students studying in Bhutan take 
away from the program cross-cultural un-
derstanding and empathy. My students in 
Bhutan have again and again practiced com-
passion, rather than judgment, when con-
fronted with beliefs and customs differ-
ent from their own. This ability to approach 
others with kindness, compassion, open-
mindedness and a desire to learn—rather 
than with cynicism or bias—is crucial to the 
well-being of both the students themselves 
and our global world. Indeed, cross-cultur-
al understanding and empathy are the most 
important lessons that any liberal arts col-
lege can teach, and study abroad offers the 
ideal means of learning those lessons.”

—Sandy Coleman

SARAH MONTES

CONVERSATION
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Faculty

Francisco Fernandez de Alba, professor of 
Hispanic studies, wrote the book chapter 
“Transatlantic Coloniality in 1940s Cuba” in 
Transatlantic Studies Reader: Latin America, 
Iberia, and Africa (Liverpool University Press, 
2019).

Matthew Allen, professor of music, wrote 
the article “Climate Change, Environmental 
Activism, and the Arts in South India” pub-
lished in Musiké, the journal of the conserva-
tory at the University of Puerto Rico in San 
Juan, in November 2019.

James Byrne, visiting assistant professor 
of English, was a guest editor and wrote the 
foreward for Forum: New Directions in Irish 
American Literature, a special edition of the 
journal MELUS (Multi Ethnic Literature of the 
United States) in December 2019. 

Beverly Clark, professor of English, 
was quoted in the article “Pop Culture 
Powerhouse” and other articles in the 
January issue of Life magazine, sharing her 
expertise on Little Women.

Michael Drout, professor of English, co-
wrote the article “The Emendation Eorle 
(Heruli) in Beowulf, Line 6a: Setting the 
Poem in ‘The Named Lands of the North’” in 
Modern Philology in January. He also served 
as a co-editor of Tolkien Studies, Volume XVI 
(West Virginia University Press, 2019).

Peony Fhagen, associate professor of 
psychology, wrote the chapter “From 
Disagreement to Discourse: A Chronicle of 
Controversies in Schooling and Education” 
in the book Higher Education Diversity Work: 
Does It Address Students’ Diversity Needs? 
(Information Age Publishing, 2019).

Nancy Kendrick, professor of philosophy, 
wrote the book chapter “Marriage, Love, 
and Friendship” in The Wollstonecraftian 
Mind (Routledge, 2019). She also present-
ed “Critical Thinking in Times of Madness” at 
the New School for Social Research in New 
York as an invited lecturer in October 2019.

Jessie Knowlton, assistant professor of biol-
ogy, co-wrote the article “Mammal Diversity 
in Oil Palm Plantations and Forest Fragments 
in a Highly Modified Landscape in Southern 
Mexico” published in Frontiers in Forests and 
Global Change in November 2019.

Jennifer Lanni, assistant professor of biol-
ogy, and Laura Ekstrom, associate profes-
sor of biology, along with Caroline Stanclift 
’16 and Haining Chen ’19, co-wrote the ar-
ticle “Integrated K+ channel and K+Cl- co-
transporter functions are required for the 
coordination of size and proportion during 
development” published in Developmental 
Biology, in December 2019.

Bruce Owens, associate professor of an-
thropology, exhibited photographs and 
an item from his personal collection of 
Newar religious art in “Dharma and Punya: 
Buddhist Ritual Art,” from Sept. 5 through 
Dec. 14, 2019, at the Iris and B. Gerald 
Cantor Art Gallery at the College of the 
Holy Cross (Worcester, Mass.), which The 
New York Times noted as one of the 11 
most important exhibitions of the year. 
He also presented the lecture “Local 
Manifestations of Universal Compassion: 
Lokeśvara of the Four Places in Nepal” on 
Nov. 7, 2019, as part of the exhibition lec-
ture series and the lecture “The Chariot 
Festival of Rāto Matsyendranāth/Bugadya 
of the Kathmandu Valley: Forty Years of 
Innovations and Transformations” at the 
symposium “Nepal Mandala in Early Modern 
Global Asia,” held at Harvard University 
in honor of the exhibition on Dec. 6, 2019. 

His essay “Popular Images of Bunga-Dya, 
Compassionate Localized Bodhisattva” was 
included in the exhibition catalog (Brill/Hotei 
Publishing, 2019).

Tommy Ratliff, professor of mathematics, 
co-wrote the article “Declination as a Metric 
to Detect Partisan Gerrymandering” in 
Election Law Journal in December 2019.

Kent Shaw, assistant professor of English, 
wrote the poem “How many men does it 
take to perfect the male odor” published in 
August 2019 in New American Writing. He 
also wrote the nonfiction essay “I Am In Love 
With A Database” published in November 
2019 in Miracle Monocle. 

Alumni 

Molly Cardoza ’14, the visitor  
services supervisor at Blackstone River 
and Canal Heritage State Park, was award-
ed the 2019 Outstanding Professionalism 
in Service Award by the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation-Visitor 
Services and Programs Interpretive Services 
in November 2019. 

Robert Greene ’94 debuted his novel The 
Light Years (Angry Robot Books/Random 
House Penguin, 2020). “Sophisticated 
world-building and diverse, emotionally  
resonant characters make Greene an author 
to watch,” according to Publishers Weekly.

Christopher “Chris” Paquet ’03, Wheaton 
Alumni Board of Directors member and 
Alumni Trustee, has been appointed to 
serve as the assistant commissioner for 
the Bureau of Policy, Community Resilience 
and Response in the Office of Emergency 
Preparedness and Response (OEPR) in New 
York. Previously, he was acting commission-
er for OEPR.

PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS
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athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/hall_of_fame/2019_Hall_of_Fame_Class

Bravo, 2019 Yowell Hall of Fame   inductees!
Five former student-athletes, a leg-
endary two-sport head coach and 
the first Wheaton baseball team to 
advance to the Division III World 
Series championship game were 
honored and inducted into the 
Wheaton College Athletics Yowell 
Hall of Fame at a ceremony held on 
Oct. 25, 2019, in Chase Dining Hall.

The members of the class are 
Randi Carine ’97, Angela Mullins 
’00, Tenille Johnson ’01, Rob Tyson 
’01, Barrett Roberts ’07, the 2006 
baseball team, and former soft-
ball and volleyball coach Gina 
Loudenburg.

The Yowell Hall of Fame was 
created to honor and give last-
ing recognition to those individ-
uals who—through participa-
tion, support or interest—have 
made outstanding contributions 
to Wheaton athletics, as well as 
sports and society. The individu-
als and teams enshrined have not 
only brought recognition, honor, 
distinction and excellence to 
Wheaton and its intercollegiate 
athletics program, but they also 
have continued to demonstrate in 
their lives the values imparted by 
intercollegiate athletics.  

LYONS PRIDE

Tenille Johnson ’01Angela Mullins ’00Randi Carine ’97

Rob Tyson ’01, his mother 
Gwendolyn Tyson accepting 

Coach Gina Loudenburg

The 2006 baseball team

Barrett Roberts ’07

KEITH NORDSTROM PHOTOS
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Bravo, 2019 Yowell Hall of Fame   inductees!
Senior day

Bowling 
along 
The Lyons Athletic Club 
(LAC) held a bowling in-
vitational on Sunday, 
March 3, at North 
Bowl Lanes in North 
Attleboro, Mass. The 
LAC promotes excel-
lence in intercollegiate 
athletics at Wheaton 
through the support and 
participation of alum-
ni, parents and friends. In partnership with the Department of Athletics and the 
Office of College Advancement, the club raises funds to support athletics.

The swimming and diving teams honored graduating seniors before their NEWMAC 
meet against Babson College on Saturday, January 11, at Balfour Natatorium. 

KEITH NORDSTROM

About the 
honorees: 
Randi Carine ’97 nationally is tied for 18th in 
stolen bases in NCAA Division III softball history.

Angela Mullins ’00 was named the United 
States Track and Field/Cross Country Coaches 
Association Indoor National Track Athlete of the 
Year in 1998. 

Tenille Johnson ’01 is a three-time NCAA 
national champion in track and field.

Rob Tyson ’01 was named the New England 
Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference 
(NEWMAC) Athlete of the Year in 1999. 

Barrett Roberts ’07 has been named New 
England Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference 
(NEWMAC) Swimming and Diving Coach of the 
Year four times. 

The 2006 baseball team was the first to make it 
to the College World Series; the team’s 42 wins 
are still on record as a program best.

Coach Gina Loudenburg earned numerous 
softball accolades, being named National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association Regional Coach of 
the Year four times, NEWMAC Coach of the Year 
twice, and New England Women’s 8 Conference 
Coach of the Year on four occasions.

—Kristian Martin



16 WHEATON MAGAZINE

CAMPUS SCENE

Senior scoop
Career Services capped off a week of 
workshops designed to help students 
with their job and internship searches 
with The Senior Scoop in January.  
They got advice and free ice cream. 

Academic 
growth
As part of the Faculty Lunch Talk 
Series, Professor of Biology Scott 
Shumway shared the stories of the 
plants in the greenhouse atop of 
the Mars Center for Science and 
Technology in October 2019.

KEITH NORDSTROM                     

SANDY COLEMAN
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Activities 
fair
Student clubs, activities, 
organizations and theme 
houses were showcased 
in January during the 2020 
Spring Activities Fair held in 
Balfour-Hood Center.

MLK legacy celebration
Scholar and author Khalilah Brown-Dean (left) delivered the keynote address 
at the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Legacy Celebration in February. Shaya 
Gregory Poku (above, left), dean for equity, social justice and community im-
pact, and Lindsey Lorine ’20 received MLK Legacy staff and student awards.

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Three alumni 
collaborate 
to create 
accessible trail

By Laura Pedulli

A newly accessible 
trail through the Pratt 
Farm Conservation 
and Recreation Area in 
Middleborough, Mass., is 
about a quarter-mile in 
and back. But for people 
with disabilities, it goes a 
long way toward opening 
up green spaces previously 
inaccessible to them.

Just last fall, the trail 
was half its size, rocky and 
riddled with roots. Now, 
the widened and flattened 
trail opens up access to the 
160-acre park composed 
of wetlands, woodlands, 
open fields and a pond 
teeming with ducks. A 
dozen signs along the trail, 
in Braille and English, fea-
ture relief sculptures of 
native plant life so people 
can feel their shape as well 
as read about them.

A path  for all

 KEITH NORDSTROM

Diane Stewart ’06 stands on the new, accessible 
trail at Pratt Farm in Middleborough, Mass., on a 
January afternoon.   
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“It’s just a little piece of land—but now 
something that wasn’t accessible before is 
open to everyone,” said Diane Stewart ’06 
as she walked the trail on an unseason-
ably warm January afternoon. 

The alumna, a resident and attorney 
who practices family and estate law in 
Middleborough, is the mastermind behind 
the multiyear effort. It began with a state 
grant and involved the combined support 
of companies and individuals—including 
Wheaton alumni Lisa Shure Benson ’06 
and Kayla Malouin Fletcher ’10.

A little help from her friends

Stewart knows firsthand the barriers 
people who use wheelchairs face, es-
pecially if they love the outdoors. She 
often is challenged with finding acces-
sible paths to take her younger brother, 
who has cerebral palsy and uses a 
wheelchair.

“A lot of people are unaware of these 
issues just because they are not used to 
it,” said Stewart, who received majored 
in Russian at Wheaton and earned a law 
degree from Roger Williams University 
School of Law in Bristol, R.I.

The alumna, an avid volunteer who 
serves on the town’s Board of Selectmen, 
Conservation Commission and 
Commission on Disability, decided to do 
something about it.

With assistance from the town’s 
conservation agent, Patricia Cassady, 
Stewart applied for a grant from the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation that suc-
cessfully raised $26,515 to make a portion 
of the existing trail at Pratt Farm handi-
capped accessible. Pratt Farm, which 
is managed by the town’s Conservation 
Commission, is a popular piece of conser-
vation land for town locals.

The grant required the town to match 
20 percent of the costs with its own funds 
or in-kind services, which would include 
donations of materials for the trail, volun-
teer hours and the donation of services, 
according to Stewart.

That is where Lisa Shure Benson ’06 
and Kayla Malouin Fletcher ’10 fit in.

For the Braille signs, Stewart looked for 
help from her Wheaton friend, Benson, 

who works at Skylight Studios, a sculp-
ture studio in Woburn, Mass. (Benson’s 
parents, Robert and Kathleen Shure, 
own Skylight and its sister company, the 
Caproni Collection.)

Benson, a studio art major who re-
ceived a master’s degree in sculpture at 
the New York Academy of Art, said she 
met Stewart when they were both first-
year Wheaton students living in Young 
residence hall. Fast friends, they roomed 
together for the majority of their time at 
Wheaton; Stewart served as a bridesmaid 
in Benson’s wedding.

When Stewart asked Benson, a sculptor 
and conservator-restorer, for a quote for 
the sign project, her friend was eager to 
help and donate a portion of the services.  
Fletcher, who works at the studio as a 
curator and project/research manager, 
also joined the effort.

Benson said the project touched her 
personally, as her father used to be legally 
blind.

“I love the idea of an accessible trail, 
and it being one that tries to accommo-
date those who are blind. I’ve always ad-
mired Diane’s commitment to accessibil-
ity and people with physical challenges, 

and that she always works to make the 
world a better place,” she said.

A volunteer ethic
A desire to give back was awakened 
in Stewart when she was a senior at 
Wheaton.

She participated in an alternative 
spring break trip with the Wheaton club 
Christian Fellowship to Providence, R.I., 
where she learned about the impactful 
work of nonprofits.

“It compelled me to go to law school so I 
could help people,” she said.

As a law student, Stewart worked 
with Rhode Island Legal Services, 
and following graduation she served 
as an AmeriCorps volunteer attorney 
for two years at the New Center for 
Legal Advocacy in New Bedford, Mass., 
which provides civil legal assistance to 
low-income residents of Southeastern 
Massachusetts.

Her volunteer ethic shines through 
in her professional life as an attorney. 
Stewart and her law partner, Michael 
Dube, were awarded the Pro Bono Publico 
Award from the Bristol County Bar 
Association in 2016 for their dedication 
to providing legal services to low-income 
families through South Coastal Counties 
Legal Services. Additionally, she manages 
a court-connected conciliation program 
for which she coordinates the pro bono 
efforts of 100 volunteer attorneys.

Stewart’s ability to follow through on 
projects and her skill at collaboration 
enabled her to make the accessible trail a 
reality—even though it was many years in 
the making.

She helped shepherd the Pratt Farm 
accessible trail plans through the 
regulatory process, which included a 
lengthy archaeology review required 
by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission.  As a result, they had to 
slightly change the trajectory of the 
proposed trail from the original plans 
and not pave it due to the archaeological 
sensitivity of the area.

 Once she received approval from ap-
propriate regulatory boards, Stewart kept 
pushing the project forward. Also, she 
coordinated volunteer assistance from 

It’s just a little piece of land—
but now something that  

wasn’t accessible before is 
open to everyone.

 Diane Stewart ’06
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individuals and local companies, includ-
ing G.S. Redlon & Sons Inc., Outback 
Engineering and Byrne Sand & Gravel.

A path forward
Stewart’s calling to give back will now 
make a lasting impact on so many people 
who face barriers to access. The project is 
one that will endure for years, and touch 
many people.

“It’s a great feeling to work on some-
thing bigger than ourselves,” Benson said. 
“We can connect with people we’ll never 
meet, beyond our lives.”

On that January afternoon during the 
interview, Stewart reflected on all of the 
individuals who have contributed to the 
project.

As the weather improves, she said an 
ADA-compliant picnic table will be added 

at the end of the trail. Also, volunteers 
will do some additional cleanup and re-
move the fences that were installed for 
erosion control, so it’s ready for spring-
time visitors.  

Looking around at the progress, Stewart 
said, “Honestly, I wasn’t sure if it was ever 
going to happen. But I feel it all came to-
gether really quickly once it got started. I 
can’t wait to take my brother.” 

A creative sign of support
About 53 miles away from Pratt 
Farm, Lisa Shure Benson ’06 
and Kayla Malouin Fletcher 
’10 collaborated with Diane 
Stewart ’06 to make the new 
accessible trail enjoyable for 
those with visual impairments.

Working in a sculpture stu-
dio in Woburn, Mass., Benson 
and Fletcher designed plaques 
that include 3D images as well 
as scientific, common and 
Braille names for native plants 
at Pratt Farm. 

Fletcher, who majored in art 
history at Wheaton, developed 
the designs for a dozen local 
plants, including Virginia creep-
ers, red maples, white pines, 
staghorn sumac, red sumac and 
sensitive fern.

Benson sculpted the plants 
in clay. Skylight Studios cast 
them in resin, combined the 
resins with the polymers that 
had been made from Fletcher’s 
digital designs and created a 
mold with everything as one 
unit. Benson then worked with 
a bronze foundry to create the 
final product.

It was the first time either 
alum had worked with Braille. 
At first, the women acquired 
translation services, but then 

worked with the Perkins School 
for the Blind in Watertown, 
Mass., to ensure the translation 
was correct. They both ended up 
learning how to read Braille as 
an additional assurance.

“We wanted to be sure that 
everything would be correct for 
the people relying on it,” said 
Fletcher.

Another challenge was read-
ability. The Braille dots had to 
be at a certain height, and the 
English letters had to be large 
enough to read and for bronze 
casting. Moreover, the signs 
needed to be at just the right 
height.

“We didn’t want signs to 
be so high that someone in a 
wheelchair couldn’t look at 
them. At the same time, they 
had to be low enough that a 
blind person could touch the 
plaque and feel the shape of the 
plant,” Benson said.  

She found it particularly 
fun partnering with her close 
friend, Stewart, on the project.

“It’s great to work with Diane, 
but it was hard not to be silly 
at times. I would call her about 
something with business, and 
the next minute we’d erupt in 
schoolgirl giggles,” she said.

Lisa Shure Benson ’06 and Kayla Malouin Fletcher ’10 hold a plaque in their 
studio that was used to make the mold for the Braille sign. 
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A powerful 
Wheaton celebrates 20-year 
collaboration with The Posse 
Foundation, success of scholars 

By Sandy Coleman

There are always tears. 
Each year, as Posse Scholars sit in the 

sanctuary of Cole Memorial Chapel dur-
ing their personal graduation ceremony 
the day before Commencement, there are 
tears of joy, triumph and excitement for 
the next chapter that lies ahead.

Proud families, classmates, friends, fac-
ulty, staff, trustees and Posse Foundation 
officials, who travel from New York City for 
the celebration, share the emotion of rec-
ognizing all that the student leaders have 
accomplished in their lives and on campus. 

In the intimacy of this space, the full 
power and impact of Posse can be seen 
as well as felt. For 20 years, Wheaton and 
Posse Foundation partners have worked 
together for moments like this that cap 
their collaborative efforts to help scholars 
achieve their academic and personal goals 
and pursue their professional passions. 

“The collaboration has been one of the 
most inspiring and meaningful part-
nerships the college has had long-term,” 
Wheaton College President Dennis M. 
Hanno said. “The Posse Foundation helps 
Wheaton, like many other top colleges 
and universities around the country, ex-
pand its pool of outstanding and diverse 
student leaders.”

The New York City-based foundation 
partners with colleges and universities to 
choose cohorts of 10 students from New 
York City schools who enter college together 
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE POSSE FOUNDATION

Incoming 
snapshots of 
Posse 1 to 20
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Posse 16 with faculty mentor Montserrat Pérez-Toribio (fourth from right) and Kate Boylan ’04 (far right) before personal graduation ceremony on May 17, 2019
KEITH NORDSTROM
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as a “posse” (a group that shares a com-
mon bond). Before they arrive on cam-
pus—as well as after—the organization 
helps the selected students prepare for 
and manage the rigors of challenging 
academic environments. 

The foundation also has offices in 
and recruits students from Atlanta, 
Boston, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, 
Miami, New Orleans and Washington, D.C. 
This year alone foundation staff inter-
viewed more than 17,000 students across 
the country for more than 700 scholar-
ship slots.

Scholars hone leadership skills, gain 
perspective on expectations and get to 
know each other in New York before head-
ing off to their colleges and universities. 
Each partner institution invests in  
full-tuition scholarships to recruit the 
students to campus. The goal is to diver-
sify campuses not just by race or ethnici-
ty but also by ideology and geographic or-
igin. Other partner schools include Colby, 
Middlebury, Trinity and Vassar colleges.

Wheaton Director of Archives and 
Digital Initiatives Kate Boylan ’04 was in 
the very first Posse cohort at Wheaton, 
Posse 1, and said she cherishes the com-
munication skills she gained as well as the 
friendships and the challenges to ideas 

that led to fresh perspectives. 
“I’ve grown and been shaped here to no 

end and I couldn’t imagine a different col-
lege experience at this point. Wheaton 
has definitely informed the person that 
I’ve become and Posse was a huge part of 
that,” said Boylan, who last year worked as 
a Posse liaison.

Wheaton Alumni Trustee Ryan Letada 
’08, CEO and co-founder of NextDayBetter, 
a media company that tells stories about 
the migrant experience, was a member of 
Posse 5 (the fifth cohort to graduate from 
Wheaton). He described the impact of the 
program as profound and long-lasting.

“My Wheaton Posse experience changed 
my life by helping me cultivate a support 
network and chosen family that empowers 
me to do my NextDayBetter work,” Letada 
said. “It has been 12 years since graduat-
ing from Wheaton and, to this day, I am 
deeply connected to my Wheaton Posse 
community.” 

In May 2019, The Posse Foundation 

celebrated 30 years of identifying and pro-
viding training for students with extraor-
dinary potential who might not otherwise 
consider attending a small liberal arts col-
lege or might be missed by elite schools. 
During the gala at The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York City, Wheaton 
alumna and “60 Minutes” correspon-
dent Lesley Stahl ’63 was the emcee and 
Posse Scholar Derron Wallace ’07 (win-
ner of a Projects for Peace grant, a Watson 
Fellowship, Marshall Scholarship and a 
Fulbright) was a presenter.

Wheaton Trustee Emerita and Posse 
Foundation Life Director Patricia “Trish” 
Higgins Arnold ’66 first heard about Posse 
during a casual conversation at a luncheon. 
She was instrumental in bringing Posse to 
the attention of college leaders and  
advocating for Wheaton to establish the 
partnership. 

“Diversity of backgrounds and perspec-
tives is essential in higher education, but 
it can be hard to achieve on a small subur-
ban campus,” Arnold said. “Posse chang-
es a campus, and Wheaton understands 
and appreciates what the scholars bring to 
our educational experience. All Wheaton 
students benefit from the engagement and 
leadership of Posse Scholars, who are able 
to talk across differences in and outside of 
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More online: Photos, interviews with alumni and faculty mentors
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the classroom.”
Wheaton Life Trustee Anson M. Beard 

Jr. said he welcomed the opportunity to 
vote in favor of the partnership when 
Arnold introduced the idea. In fact, she 
also introduced Beard to the founder of 
The Posse Foundation and he became in-
volved as a member of the organization’s 
national board of directors.  

“It’s a phenomenal organization,” Beard 
said. “It has been a tremendous contribu-
tor to the Wheaton community because of 
the caliber of the Posse Scholars. They are 
selected for Posse because they are lead-
ers. If you look at the Student Government 
Association at Wheaton, many of the lead-
ers have been Posse Scholars. It’s amazing 
to see what they do and how they set exam-
ples for others.” 

Posse Foundation President and Founder 
Deborah Bial pointed out that when 
Wheaton began its partnership with the 
organization in 1999, the foundation was 
still a grassroots operation recruiting a 
few dozen students per year. “Today, Posse 
has recruited close to 10,000 scholars, and 
Wheaton remains a partner, deeply invest-
ed in Posse Scholars’ success,’’ Bial said. 

“Posse Scholars reap the myriad bene-
fits of a great college education,” she added. 

“They are highly engaged individuals lead-
ing on campus, winning prestigious fellow-
ships and making a difference in the world. 
We couldn’t be more grateful for the in-
vestment Wheaton makes in these young 
people. President Hanno’s leadership, the 
outstanding Wheaton faculty, the staff 
and administration all contribute mighti-
ly to make this collaboration an enormous 
success.”

 The success of this partnership is in the 
results, Hanno said. “More than 90% of 
Posse Scholars both at Wheaton and nation-
ally graduate on time [compared to the na-
tional average of 59%].” And many of them 
year after year are among the Wheaton 

students who earn national awards, in-
cluding Watson Fellowships, Marshall 
Scholarships and Fulbrights, he said. 

“For me, Posse has always been about the 
leadership that students bring to campus. 
Every one of them gets involved in activi-
ties and programs on campus and, by se-
nior year, many of them end up being rec-
ognized in some way as some of the top 
leaders on campus,” Hanno said.

Posse Scholars are devoted to their  
academic and leadership pursuits, which 
leads to great accomplishments. However, 
also crucial to their success, Hanno noted, 
are the faculty members who are recruit-
ed to serve as mentors for each cohort of 
Posse Scholars.

“Mentors help Posse Scholars reach their 
goals, grow to become even stronger cam-
pus leaders and prepare to go out and take 
on the world. I believe that every student 
would benefit from such an impactful re-
lationship,” he said. “In fact, as a result of 
the success with the Posse model, we have 
tried to replicate it in various ways with 
other groups of students.”

Assistant Professor of Religion Barbara 

National award winners
Posse Scholar Award

Shanita Gopie Liu ’07 Fulbright Scholar/
Hong Kong

Derron Wallace ’07 Marshall Scholar

Watson Fellow

Fulbright 
Scholar/Thailand

Esther Jeong ’08 Fulbright Scholar/
South Korea

Ryan Letada ’08 Fulbright Scholar/ 
Philippines

Nadila Yusuf ’11 Fulbright Scholar/
Bangladesh

Lindsay Powell ’13 Fulbright Scholar/
Malaysia

Tianna Lall ’14 Watson Fellow

Alexis Nieves ’14 Fulbright Scholar/
Brazil

Nataja Flood ’16 Fulbright Scholar/
Greece

Javon Mullings ’16 Watson Fellow

Kweku Ampem-Darko ’17 Watson Fellow

Leury Holguin ’19 Watson Fellow

Ebony Kennedy ’19 Fulbright Scholar/
Argentina

Pia Parisi-Marcoux ’19 Watson Fellow

Ryan Letada ’08 (Posse 5), CEO and co-founder of NextDayBetter, chats with Posse Scholars at the 
Balfour-Hood Cafe during a visit in October 2016.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Darling was a mentor for Posse 15 and was 
among those sharing in the tears in the 
chapel the year her cohort graduated in 
2018.

“It’s hard not to cry when we see all the 
love shared among the Posse and their 
families and friends, and you think about 
all the sacrifices some of the families have 
made and all the obstacles many of the 
Posse Scholars have overcome to get to 

the point where they are graduating from 
Wheaton,” Darling said. “All of that, and I 
was sure crying when my Posse graduated 
because I knew how much I would miss see-
ing them on a regular, weekly-plus basis.”

 From Posse 1 to the most current cohort, 
Posse 20, students and alumni note the im-
pact of their Wheaton education and ex-
perience and the Posse program on their 
lives on campus and beyond. 

“What I love is having the ability to learn 
and grow as a person,” said Emmanuel 
Leal ’23, Posse 20. “My mentor, [Associate 
Professor of Economics] Brenda Wyss, has 
known me for a little less than a year and 
she has become one of the most important 
people in my life. I have the ability to talk 
to her about my problems, have a regular 
everyday chat and have a feeling of a home 
away from home.”

Posse Scholar alumni reflect on impact of program, Wheaton education
Kate Boylan ’04
•  English major
•  Posse 1
•  Wheaton director of archives 

and digital initiatives 
“Posse Scholars learn to become ingrained 
in a community and effect whatever change 
needs to happen. They’re doers. They dig 
deep, and the Posse program—as well as 
Wheaton—teaches students to ask really 
important questions. That’s a skill set that 
many, but not all, students have when they 
arrive at Wheaton. The ability to engage 
in dialogue gave us Posse Scholars a leg 
up when it came to participating in class-
es and complicated and sensitive conversa-
tions. One of the biggest lessons we learned 
was to challenge ideas, not people. That’s 
a real growth process to go through, espe-
cially when you’re given the directive from 
Posse training before arriving on campus 
to ‘make change.’”

Ryan Letada ’08
•  Economics major
•  Posse 5
•  CEO and co-founder of 

NextDayBetter, New York City
“My Wheaton Posse experience allowed me 
to cultivate my leadership skills as an en-
trepreneur and agent of change. There is a 
call to action for Posse Scholars to sit at de-
cision-making tables and create a dent in 
the universe through their passion and skill 
sets. Answering this call to action became a 
critical part of my mission at Wheaton out-
side the classroom, as I challenged myself to 
start the Wheaton Investment Association 
or lead as the Student Government 
Association’s Intercultural Board chair. 

Inside the classroom, my sociology class-
es with Professor Hyun Kim and an eco-
nomic development course with Professor 
Brenda Wyss gave me a framework to distill 
and define a problem that humanity faces. 
Because of their classes and influences, I 
co-founded NextDayBetter—my solution to 
using technology, media and storytelling to 
drive change for migrant communities. My 
mentor, [music professor] Matthew Allen, 
changed my life. I recently told him that, be-
fore coming to Wheaton College, I didn’t 
have many positive male role models in my 
life. Through his mentorship and patience, 
he helped me change a negative internal nar-
rative. As a Filipino immigrant and male stu-
dent of color from the Bronx, I am enough. I 
am capable of making a positive dent for my 
family and chosen family, business, commu-
nity and, ultimately, the universe.”

 Erjon Dega ’09
•  Economics major
•  Posse 6
•  Global senior manager for vehicle 

product planning, Nissan Motor 
Co., Yokohama, Japan

“Our Posse was lucky to have six months of 
preparation prior to entering Wheaton to 
become acquainted and develop a founda-
tion with one another. Everyone brought 
a unique perspective and set of experi-
ences that helped shape expectations for 
ourselves, one another and our mentor, 
Professor of Psychology Gail Sahar. Gail 
was as close to a perfect mentor as I’ve had 
in my life before, since and after Wheaton. 
She was accessible for any issue, small or 
big. She created an open space and cul-
ture that was comfortable, challenging and 

honest. I appreciated most that she knew 
when to give us room to make mistakes 
and learn from them, but also when to step 
in to guide us through that complicated 
web of young adulthood. I didn’t realize it 
at the time, but Wheaton provided me with 
my biggest professional strength—empa-
thy. A liberal arts education is more than 
just receiving a ‘well-rounded’ academ-
ic experience. The true value of this edu-
cation stems from the group work that is 
foundational in most courses, the personal 
small-class environment that fosters pro-
fessional discourse, and the active partic-
ipation and listening that is crucial to en-
hance interactions. I learned the impor-
tance of  ‘active listening,’ not just hearing 
the words, but empathizing with the other 
person’s point of view and position.”

Zaheer Faizi ’10
•  Political science major
•  Posse 7
•  Medical doctor, second-year general 

surgery resident, Crozer-Chester 
Medical Center, Upland, Pa. 

“My Posse experience, and especially my men-
tor, got me through college. I was very grateful 
for the support provided. The most memora-
ble part for me—and what I still miss today—
are my weekly meetings with my Posse. We 
had our ups and downs, but I will never forget 
those times. One thing I learned at Wheaton 
was to never give up on your dreams and the 
fact that you can do anything if you work at 
it. Choosing a medical career was something 
I once dreamed of and it has definitely been 
challenging for me. However, Wheaton taught 
me to think outside the box, and I apply this 
kind of knowledge every day in my career.”

More online: Photos, interviews with alumni and faculty mentors
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Sedra Davis ’14
•  Studio art major
•  Posse 11
•  Senior health care analyst, The 

MITRE Corp., Baltimore
“Posse retreats were the most memorable ex-
periences and, truthfully, a priceless gift. 
These were the only times in my life where 
a large, diverse group of people—including 
trainers, facilitators, students and faculty—
committed to creating a safe environment to 
not only have tough conversations about so-
cial, political and economic issues impact-
ing our campus environment and the world, 
but also to be vulnerable and speak their 
truth. I connected with the most vulnerable 
parts of people at the retreats. The conversa-
tions, activities, stories, and warm and fuzzy 
notes cultivated the deep level of compassion 
that I have for people. The lesson I learned 

that still helps me today is that I must al-
ways have compassion and empathy for oth-
ers. I also learned that everyone, in spite of 
their outward appearance, has a complex 
story that influences or fuels their actions 
and behaviors, for better or for worse. Posse 
encouraged me to explore and understand 
the world through multiple lenses. Professor 
Charlotte Meehan, my amazing mentor and 
coach, advocated for me to continue embrac-
ing my gift and strengths as a creative. As a 
result, I experienced a lot of peace and free-
dom very early in my college career, which 
strengthened my desire to own, not just earn, 
my education. I became a student of multiple 
disciplines.”

Khadim Niang ’15
•  Political science major
•  Posse 12

•  Bronx borough liaison for New York 
City Comptroller Scott Stringer

“My Posse experience helped me become 
the person I am today. I learned how to 
never take ‘no’ for an answer and to never 
be afraid to ask for help when needed. I also 
learned to collectively and actively chal-
lenge the status quo to develop solutions to 
problems. Posse has taught me how to be 
a leader while allowing others to lead. The 
discussions we had on politics and soci-
ety enhanced my goal to work as a civil ser-
vant. Posse assured me that all voices mat-
ter regardless of any identity, and I want 
to ensure that this right is given to all. My 
mentor, [Associate Professor of Economics] 
James Freeman, served as a role model for 
me during my years at Wheaton and post-
graduation. Not only was he a mentor, but 
he is a second father to me.” 

Faculty mentors relish relationships
Matthew Allen
•  Professor of music

“The most meaningful aspect of the expe-
rience has certainly been the continuing 
friendships that started in Posse but con-
tinue now as I’m in regular contact with at 
least half of my group. I gained a greater un-
derstanding than I previously had of what 
they, and, by extension all college students, 
broadly go through.”

Hyun Kim
•  Professor of sociology

“My Posse Scholars opened themselves up to 
me with honesty and frankness. They want-
ed to achieve academic excellence individ-
ually but, even beyond that, they wanted 
to engage the campus as leaders. That they 
were so committed to having an impact on 
campus, helping to transform it to become 
more lively and engaging, was the most 
moving and meaningful part to me.”

Gail Sahar
•  Professor of psychology 

“I gained so much. For one thing, I gained 
relationships with these wonderful schol-
ars that will last a lifetime. It was real-
ly beneficial, after a number of years of 
teaching, to get to know students outside 

of the classroom and to remember that 
students are not only defined by their ac-
ademic experiences. Because we met 
as a group and individually on a regu-
lar basis, we really got to know each other 
well. Eleven years after their graduation, I 
still feel close to them, and we make an ef-
fort to see each other whenever possible, 
though the scholars now are spread across 
and even outside the U.S.” 

Dolita Cathcart
• Associate professor of history

“The Posse program is so important be-
cause the scholars are all leaders, intel-
lectually curious, and want to give back 
to their communities and others. They 
are, collectively, change agents. They are 
mentors, training junior students, both 
younger Posse Scholars and non-Posse 
students, to become leaders and to lead 
student organizations. This has helped to 
create some continuity as students grad-
uate and new students take on positions 
of leadership. They are empathetic; they 
know and understand intersectionality 
in regard to social constructs like gender, 
class and race.”  

Posse Mentor Class
Posse 1 Dolita Cathcart ’04 
Posse 2 Hyun Kim ’05
Posse 3 Gordon Weil* ’06
Posse 4 Susan Dearing ’07
Posse 5 Matthew Allen ’08
Posse 6 Gail Sahar ’09
Posse 7 Tripp Evans ’10
Posse 8 Donna Kerner ’11
Posse 9 Nancy Evans ’12
Posse 10 David Fox ’13
Posse 11 Charlotte Meehan ’14
Posse 12 James Freeman ’15
Posse 13 Claudia Fieo ’16
Posse 14 Peony Fhagen ’17
Posse 15 Barbara Darling ’18
Posse 16 Montserrat Pérez-

Toribio
’19

Posse 17 M. Gabriela Torres ’20
Posse 18 Geoffrey Collins ’21
Posse 19 Jani Benoit ’22
Posse 20 Brenda Wyss ’23

*Deceased

Posse 1–20 faculty mentors
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Ride of 
her life
Laura Norton ’12 helps 
Disney keep its magic

By Laura Pedulli

The Rock ’n’ Roller Coaster at Walt Disney 
World Resort in Orlando, Fla., accelerates 
from 0 to 57 mph in less than three sec-
onds, launching riders into an immedi-
ate heart-pumping loop, while Aerosmith 
tunes fuel the adrenaline.

The exhilarating roller coaster is Laura 
Norton’s favorite ride at the world-famous 
resort. It’s a source of inspiration for her 
not just as an avid Disney fan, but also in 
her day job—as a Disney imagineer.

As imagineer, Norton spends her days 
at Disney World working on a team that 
combines imagination and engineering 
to develop the attractions and rides that 
they hope will wow the next generation 
of visitors.

“There are fewer than 1,500 imagineers 
worldwide, so it’s a huge honor, and an in-
credible job,” Norton said.

A childhood dream

Norton knew at a young age that she want-
ed to work for the Walt Disney Company. 
During her annual family vacations to 
the resort as a child, she fell in love with 
its theme parks, interactive characters, 
adrenaline-inducing rides and imagina-
tive scenery.

“I loved the idea of being transported to 
different places and, as I grew, I began to 
appreciate Disney’s incredible attention 
to detail,” she said.

Through steadfast determination, she 

made that childhood dream a reality.
Norton, who double majored in English 

and theatre and dance studies, moved to 
Florida directly after graduating from 
Wheaton in 2012 to start her career at 
Disney.

Her theater and dance background  
enabled her to land a position as a per-
former, playing the Disney characters 
that fans love best. She soon took on in-
creasing responsibilities, including 
training new park cast members and 
leading educational field trips through 
the Magic Kingdom. She taught children 
ages 8 to 18 about how the company uses 
physics on the rides.

In 2017, Norton became an imagineer 
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after working in leadership positions 
for the opening of two rides at Disney’s 
Animal Kingdom, she said.

The imagineer role is part of Walt 
Disney Imagineering, the research and 
development arm of the company re-
sponsible for Disney’s most memora-
ble rides. The department is known as a 
hub of innovation. Since its founding in 
1952, Disney Imagineering has acquired 
more than 300 patents in areas such as 
advanced audio systems, fiber optics, in-
teractive technology, live entertainment, 
ride systems and special effects.

For the past three years, Norton has 
contributed to many Disney projects, 

including Pandora—The World of Avatar 
in Disney’s Animal Kingdom. The theme 
park, which opened in 2017, is based on 
the film “Avatar” and features its fiction-
al exoplanetary moon, Pandora, with its 
alien wildlife, floating mountains and bio-
luminescent plants.

Norton also played a crucial role in the 
implementation of Disney’s new gondo-
la transportation system, the Skyliner, 
which includes five stations: Epcot, 
Hollywood Studies, Disney’s Art of 
Animation, Pop Century and Caribbean 
Beach. The ride, which takes visitors 
60-feet high in gondolas for panoram-
ic views of the park, opened to much 

fanfare in September 2019.

Realizing a vision

Within Walt Disney Imagineering, 
Norton facilitates all stages of the devel-
opment of Disney rides and attractions—
from conception to implementation. As 
such, her daily duties vary greatly, de-
pending on the developmental phase of 
the current project.

“If we are still designing a new ride, 
much of my day is in front of a comput-
er assisting with procurement and docu-
mentation. If we are in the implementa-
tion phase, my days are on the construc-
tion site ensuring the specified drawings 

Laura Norton ’12 sits inside of a Disney Skyliner cabin, which is 60 feet above ground and provides panoramic views of Disney World.
NANCY BIANCHI NORTON ’78
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are being followed and the deadlines are 
met,” she said.

For example, as a key player in the im-
plementation of the Disney Skyliner, 
Norton was responsible for all things  
related to the ride vehicles.

She worked with the manufacturer dur-
ing production to monitor the schedule 
and make sure that key milestones were 
met. She also coordinated the multi-phase 
shipping and storage efforts of the gondo-
las from Austria to Central Florida, and 
she managed the graphics installation for 
more than 300 cabins.

“These critical efforts spanned over 
two-and-a-half years, but Laura’s dili-
gence and next-level work ethic allowed 
for it to be pulled off seamlessly,” said 
Steve Mickel, a project coordinator at 
Walt Disney Imagineering. He has worked 
with Norton on the Skyliner and other 
projects since 2016.

Mickel said Norton is a natural prob-
lem-solver who always goes above and be-
yond, and brings light, energy and fun to 
their small team.

“Aside from Laura’s tangible contri-
butions to the project, she was really the 
glue that held all of us together, even in 
the toughest of times. Laura radiates pos-
itivity, and more often than not, that felt 
like the most meaningful contribution of 
all,” he said.

Norton also spends time brainstorming 
with her team the types of rides they en-
vision wowing Disney fans with in the fu-
ture. (She can’t mention the most recent 
rides that are underway as they haven’t 
been formally announced yet.)

“Many of our new rides are based off 
of movies or other already successful in-
tellectual property, but a good number of 
new rides and ideas come from just sitting 
around and discussing what guests have 
said they would like,” she said. “From 
there, we come up with some ideas, ex-
plain how we could make them work and, 
after a lot of back and forth, we will then 
move into the implementation phase and 
begin developing and building,” she said.

Making the ideas spring to life requires 
creativity—and patience, she said.

“Our work requires finding ways to 
make things work in the field. Even if we 

have a plan in mind, it rarely goes the way 
we expect and we need to come up with 
creative solutions on the spot,” she said.

Skills to succeed

Norton’s liberal arts background at 
Wheaton prepared her for the creative 
challenges of her position, she said.

“I left Wheaton with a well-rounded 
perspective, giving me the ability to see 
things from others’ points of view, which 
helps me anticipate their thoughts and 
needs. If I can anticipate where their head 
is, I can anticipate a solution or response 
to any issue they may have,” she said.

Norton transferred to Wheaton as a 
sophomore in 2009. After spending one 
year in Boston, she decided she wanted to 
attend a small liberal arts college with a 
strong sense of community.

Norton already knew Wheaton well, as 
her mother (Nancy Bianchi Norton ’78), 

aunt (Brenda Bianchi ’89) and brother 
(Thomas “Tom” Norton ’09) all are alumni.

“I was hesitant to attend a school my 
family was so associated with and did not 
want to continue being ‘Tom Norton’s lit-
tle sister’ into my 20s,” she said. “But my 
brother’s close friend, Austin Simko ’09, 
convinced me to give Wheaton a second 
look, and it changed my life entirely.”

Norton said her time at Wheaton re-
volved around her close-knit friendships 
and a laser focus on studies. She most  
enjoyed her classes with Michael Drout, 
professor of English, and Ann Sears, pro-
fessor of music.

Drout recalled Norton as one of his 
standout students. She took his 2011 senior 
seminar course that examined the long 
tradition of Arthurian literature, from me-
dieval texts through present-day films.

“Laura did a number of remarkable 
multidisciplinary projects on the inter-
action of literature, artwork and music,” 
he said. “Her final paper looked at the 
musical ‘Camelot’ in its matrix of the 
Arthurian tradition, so I am not sur-
prised at all that she has ended up doing 
multimedia and immersive work like 
ride design.” 

In addition to literature, Norton found 
Wheaton as a place she could explore 
her passion for dance, both on and off 
campus.

Norton performed with Tap Out Loud, 
Wheaton’s tap dance group. Off campus, 
she assisted with choreography for pro-
grams in various Taunton middle schools, 
and choreographed actors at Triboro 
Youth Theatre in Attleboro, Mass. She co-
ordinated with Triboro to put on a show 
at Wheaton over winter break during her 
three years at the college.

To this day, she is passionate about 
dance. In addition to working at Disney, 
she teaches and manages a competition 
team at the studio Ready, Set, Dance in 
Gotha, Fla.

“My liberal arts background from 
Wheaton has been instrumental in allow-
ing me to be successful as an imagineer,” 
she said. “My time at Wheaton equipped 
me with three essential skills that I use 
every day: problem-solving, critical think-
ing and communication.” 

Norton displays a Skyliner-themed cookie at 
the opening day party; at left, she monitors 
construction of the ride. 

I left Wheaton with a well-
rounded perspective, giving 
me the ability to see things 
from others’ points of view, 

which helps me anticipate their 
thoughts and needs. 

Laura Norton ’12
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NETWORK

Announcing our 2020 Alumni 
Achievement Award winners
During Commencement Reunion 
Weekend, four Wheaton gradu-
ates will be honored with Alumni 
Achievement Awards. Two will be rec-
ognized for dedicating their careers 
to improving the lives of young people 
and two will be honored for making 
significant and lasting contributions 
to the college as longtime volunteers.

The Alumni Achievement Awards, 
which are presented by the Alumni 
Board of Directors (ABD), will be 
given to recipients in Cole Memorial 
Chapel on Saturday, May 16. 

Awardee Deborah A. Dowling 
’74 is a justice of the Kings County 
Supreme Court in Brooklyn, N.Y. Her 
work has focused on creating a bet-
ter future for youth in her commu-
nity. Kirsten Cappy ’92, the founder 
of Curious City—a children’s book 
consulting company in Portland, 
Maine—will be honored for efforts 
to engage young readers and foster 
empathy through a children’s reading 
program centered on the immigrant 
experience.

The Heather J. Corbett ’86 Fostering 
Wheaton Community Award  and the 
Sharon M. Howard ’87, P’09 Outstanding 
Wheaton Service Award will be presented 
to Sharon Levine ’70 and Nancy Robbins 
Rea ’69, respectively,  for their steadfast 
support of Wheaton as volunteers and 
advocates. 

Levine, who graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in sociology, will 
receive the Corbett award  for her unsung 

contributions that have brought the 
Wheaton community together. Levine has 
served as class fund agent since 1990. 

Rea graduated from Wheaton with 
a bachelor’s degree in art history and 
received her master’s degree in library 
science from the University of Maryland, 
College Park. For her service in various 
positions—including Reunion committee 

chair, Wheaton Fund chair and 
Reunion gift chair—she will receive 
the Howard award. She is the mother 
of Charles Rea ’97.

Dowling, who graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree 
in government and received her law 
degree from State University of New 
York at Buffalo School of Law, began 
her career in 1979 as a staff attorney 
and later became director of the 
Housing Unit for Legal Services. She 
served on both the New York City 
Civil Court  and the C riminal Court.

In 1997, she was elected to serve 
as a justice on the Kings County 
Supreme Court—the position she 
currently holds. She is presently 
serving in Kings County Criminal 
Term and has more than 29 years of 
judicial experience.

As a justice, she has served as 
a mentor and advisory chair to 
the Summer Youth Employment 

Program in the King County courts. The 
program positions high school students 
for post-secondary success and provides 
an opportunity for them to explore a 
career in law.

Cappy, who majored in anthropology at 
Wheaton, founded Curious City in 2003. 

Curious City creates literacy tools 
and projects that engage children in play, 
conversation and social action using chil-
dren’s books. Her work is used by educa-
tors and libraries nationwide to grow 
communities through story.

—Laura Pedulli

Deborah A. Dowling ’74

Sharon Levine ’70

Kirsten Cappy ’92

Nancy Robbins Rea ’69 

This issue of the magazine features 
stories that were written before the 

outbreak of COVID-19, which has led to 
a delay in our production schedule. We 

decided to keep the stories as they were 
written to avoid additional delays.
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Teaching teachers
Wheaton alumni in the education field 
know what it’s like to run a successful 
classroom. Now they are passing that 
knowledge on to the next generation of 
Wheaton teachers.

This academic year, three alumni and 
established educators—Robert LoPiccolo 
’95, Larry Carpenter ’05 and Sarah Alves 
’04—are teaching a diverse set of courses 
to prepare students for a career in the 
classroom.

LoPiccolo taught “Ponds to Particles,” 
a science course, in fall 2019, primar-
ily to juniors and seniors majoring in 
education.

The course explored physical, earth 
and space science, as well as chemistry 
and engineering, through hands-on proj-
ects—including creating models of the 
universe and working with lenses and 
mirrors to understand their impact on 
light.

LoPiccolo, an experienced high school 
math and science teacher and expert on 
curriculum development, said he finds 
it meaningful to teach Wheaton’s future 
educators.

“It’s great to be here, to be home and 
to have an influence on what it means to 
be a Wheaton graduate,” said LoPiccolo, 
who was an independent major in psycho-
biology—a discipline that examines the 
biological aspects of psychology.

Early in his career, he taught at a 
Louisiana high school through Teach 
For America. His first classroom, a phys-
ics class, had cycled through 13 science 
teachers in one year. Only he stayed.

“You have to meet students where they 
are and understand where they are de-
velopmentally,” he said. “I hope to impact 
how Wheaton students enter classrooms 
to help increase their longevity.”

Carpenter, who has taught for more 
than 14 years at Attleboro High School, is 
teaching a course on English as a Second 
Language at Wheaton this spring. This is 
his fourth year serving as a visiting  
instructor here.

“I love the thoughtful questions from 
Wheaton students about my experiences 

teaching English learners. It brings me 
joy to share what I know with them,” 
Carpenter said. “Working with Wheaton 
students reinvigorates me and makes me 
a better teacher.”

He said majoring in sociology at 
Wheaton helped him understand soci-
ety and fostered a desire to improve it 
through education.

“Education is one social institution that 
seemed to be both a root of inequality and 
a solution to it,” he said. “I decided that 
instead of studying the institution of edu-
cation further, I wanted to take what I’d 
learned and apply it in practice and make 
the change I wanted to see.”

Alves, who has taught at the elementary 
level in Norton for 15 years, is teaching a 
course on special education this spring.

“I’m excited to support Wheaton stu-
dents and help them understand the 
importance of having a background in 

special education,” said Alves, who ma-
jored in psychology. “I hope to support 
their understanding of social justice and 
the right to a high-quality education for 
all students.”

Alves said strong relationships with fac-
ulty in Wheaton’s Education Department 
spurred her return. As a student, she 
found mentorship from education profes-
sors Vicki Bartolini, Mary Lee Griffin and 
Judy LaConte, as well as Marge Werner, 
director of Elisabeth Amen Nursery 
School (where Alves once taught as a 
student).

“I also love any way that I can strength-
en the college, town and local school sys-
tem’s relationships. As a town resident, 
parent of a kindergartner, Wheaton alum 
and now working at Wheaton, I feel like 
I’m in a unique situation to strengthen 
these bonds,” Alves said.

—Laura Pedulli

Visiting professor Robert LoPiccolo ’95 teaches the science class “Ponds to Particles.”
KEITH NORDSTROM
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A Fulbright to Serbia
As a creative writing and composition 
instructor in New York, Milana Meytes 
’15 helps students use the power of lan-
guage for storytelling, self-expression and 
remembering. She is now extending her 
reach abroad in Serbia as a recipient of a 
Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship. 

In fall 2019, Meytes began teaching at 
the University of Novi Sad, serving as a 
resource for conversation, vocabulary, 
reading and writing courses. Her focus 
is on helping students acquire language 
skills that can expand their communica-
tion opportunities.

Meytes, who was born in Uzbekistan 
in the former Soviet Union and grew up 
in Washington Heights in New York City, 
values the ability to communicate in 
her native Russian as well as in English 
because it has allowed her to navigate a 
variety of environments and widened her 
perspective on the world.

“Language acquisition has given me 
fluidity and breadth in processing and 
accessing the world. Now, I would love 
to help others anchor themselves in new 
perspectives through the learning of 
language as a Fulbright ETA in Serbia,” 
she said.

While in Serbia, she plans to create a 
memoir and photojournalism workshop 
to encourage dialogue and cultural ex-
change. She also will organize a reading 
and gallery showcase for the broader com-
munity that would highlight the work of 
students.

Meytes, who majored in English while 
at Wheaton, has a master’s degree in 
humanities and social thought from 
New York University, where she concen-
trated on memory and Diaspora studies, 
focusing on émigré writers and Eastern 
European literature.

She currently is the lead essay writing 
instructor and curriculum developer at 
Writopia Lab, a national nonprofit that 
provides writing workshops for children 
and teenagers in New York City. She also 
is the coordinator of Writopia Lab’s pro-
fessional development program, running 
trainings for Department of Education 

teachers and staff members, and the cre-
ator of Writopia’s Youth Essay Writing 
Conference.

Meytes was drawn to creative writing 
in high school at the urging of a middle 
school teacher who encouraged her to 
write a memoir in seventh grade. (That 
same teacher became her mentor and 
eventually founded Writopia Lab where 
Meytes works.) At Wheaton she found a 
place to grow as a creative as well as an 
academic writer.

Wheaton also helped Meytes develop 
the perseverance to pursue this current 

Fulbright, even though she didn’t get 
one the first time she tried. “I spent a lot 
of time at the Kollett Center [now Filene 
Center] pursuing my first Fulbright 
and a Watson when I was a student. I 
was a Watson finalist and at the end 
did not get it. But it was that drive, 
ambition and support from the people 
who worked with me and helped me 
in undergrad that made me fall in love 
with just the research and pitch of it all. 
They believed in me, so, I believed in 
myself,” she said.

—Sandy Coleman

Milana Meytes ’15 is the recipient of a 2019 Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship to Serbia.
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Global insights from Japan
Carrie Prior Wojenski 
’04 is benefiting 
from the insights she 
gained from traveling 
to Japan as the 
winner of a grant that 
allowed her to attend 
the 2019 Fulbright 
International Education 
Administrators 
Seminar there.

She spent two weeks in the country in 
June 2019, gaining ideas and experience 
that are serving her well in her posi-
tion as associate vice provost for global 
academic programs at the University at 
Albany-SUNY.

The Fulbright’s academic exchange 
program, which aims to strengthen re-
lationships and promote international 
understanding and cooperation, familiar-
izes U.S. higher education administra-
tors with the higher education system, 
society and culture of other countries and 
helps to establish a worldwide network of 
colleagues.

Wojenski has been in the field of inter-
national education for more than 10 years 
and in her current position for more than 
two years. She provides leadership for 
globally focused academics, education 
abroad and distinguished international 
scholarships. 

Her trip to Japan included briefings, 
campus visits, appointments with select 
government officials and Japanese inter-
national education professionals, as well 
as cultural activities.

The opportunity to meet U.S and 
Japanese colleagues from a multitude of 
institutions was very meaningful, she 
said.

“As always, person-to-person exchange 
is an opportunity to understand as much 
about oneself as about the other. I deeply 

value the learning I experienced, both 
professional and personal, while creat-
ing these special bonds,” she said. “My 
direct experience in Japan also benefits 
my institution greatly, as the acquired 
knowledge empowers me to make more 
informed recommendations and deci-
sions regarding strategic partnerships 
and initiatives.”

Wojenski, who majored in anthropology 
at Wheaton, has a master’s degree in in-
ternational education from the School for 
International Training Graduate Institute 
in Vermont and a doctorate in the design 
of learning environments from Rutgers, 
the state university of New Jersey.

“I remember going into Wheaton think-
ing I’d be a psych and history major/
minor in some combination. I joke that 
I went into anthropology because it’s 
similar to history, but without all the 
dates,” she said. “Kidding aside, I took 

[then-professor] Rob Albro’s ‘Intro to 
Cultural Anthropology’ course and I was 
hooked. I always had an interest in cul-
tures and a curiosity about how people 
and societies functioned; anthropology 
gave me a name and framework to attach 
to these interests.”

In addition to Albro, Wojenski credits 
several other faculty for fueling her pas-
sions: Instructor of Music Julie Searles, 
Professor of Anthropology Donna Kerner, 
Professor of Italian Studies Tommasina 
Gabriele and Professor of Geology 
Geoffrey Collins.

Wojenski also noted that her intern-
ship in what is now the Center for Global 
Education at Wheaton showed her that 
she could have a career in the field of 
international education.

“Wheaton worked for me, and it contin-
ues to work for me every day,” she said.

—Sandy Coleman

Carrie Prior Wojenski ’04, front left, in Japan as part of the Fulbright’s academic exchange program 
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The Filene Center for Academic Advising and Career Services welcomed several alumni for "Wheaton to the World," an annual professional development 
event. Pictured, from left: Allison Mosier ’19, Andres Ripley ‘18, Mehreen Khan ‘17 and Assi Coulibaly ‘17. Read more, Page 59 

KEITH NORDSTROM

From left, Sue Stampler Paresky ’68, Elizabeth "Betty" Steinberg Starr ’50, Susan Smith Glovsky ’80 and Alberta 
Cohen Endlar ’57 enjoyed renewing their long tradition of playing golf together at Belmont (Mass.) Country Club.

Editor’s note: This 
issue of the magazine was 
scheduled to be in your 
hands a lot sooner than it is 
right now. However, due to 
the current outbreak of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), our 
production schedule has 
been delayed. However, we 
have kept the Class Notes and 
stories as originally submitted 
before the spread of the 
virus took hold of the world 
and changed all that we do, 
hoping to avoid any further 
delays. So you will read in the 
columns of our devoted Class 
Notes secretaries excited talk 
about coming to Reunion in 
May (which most likely will 
be postponed). Thank you for 
understanding.



SPRING 2020 37

Violet Guidera ’16 wrote in about meeting Helen Williams Hill ’36: 
“When I read in Wheaton Magazine that she and President Dennis M. 
Hanno met one afternoon in San Diego, where I live, I was so eager to 
reach out to her. We communicated over email and I went to Helen’s 
home, about 15 minutes from me, to meet her, her daughter, Rebecca, 
her granddaughter and her great-granddaughter—who is in ninth 
grade. Helen and I enjoyed lunch and shared stories about how we 
moved to California, other places we have lived and our school days 
at Wheaton. So much has changed over the 80 years between our 
graduations. Helen very kindly gave me a copy of her memoir. My 
mother does memoir editing and publishing in Amherst, Mass., so it 
was wonderful to share the interest in writing. Helen is a sweetheart 
with a very kind and welcoming family.”

Alumni recognition comes in many forms
The Alumni Board of Directors is interested to know about 
alumni whose work deserves to be recognized or whose 
talents enrich our community. Please share their stories (or 
yours) with the board at alum@wheatoncollege.edu or call 
508-286-8207. To learn more, please visit wheatoncollege.
edu/alumni.

Did your contact information change?
Report changes of address and email to Alumni 
Relations at 508-286-8207 or  
alum@wheatoncollege.edu.

Is your class year missing and 
you have news to share?
Contact us at magazine@wheatoncollege.edu and 
we will put you in touch with your class secretary.

Looking to volunteer?
Contact our Alumni Relations Office to get in-
volved at  
508-286-8207.

For class secretaries: How to 
submit your Class Notes
By email: Submit Class Notes to magazine@
wheatoncollege.edu. Include your class year in 
the subject line (e.g., “Class Notes, 2001.”) Also, we 
accept Class Notes by snail mail: 

Class Notes
Wheaton Magazine
Wheaton College
26 E. Main St.
Norton, MA 02766

Deadlines
Summer: April 7, 2020 
Fall: July 7, 2020
Winter: Sept. 24, 2020
Spring: Jan. 9, 2021

Photos
To submit digital photos (preferred), email them 
as an attachment to magazine@wheatoncollege.
edu. For full guidelines, visit wheatoncollege.edu/
wheaton-magazine/submitting-digital-images. 
Mail photographic prints (at least 4x6 inches in 
size) to the address above. Please send copies only; 
we cannot return photos.

For all photos: Please supply a brief description 
of the event and all the names and class years of 
the alumni in the picture.

Please note: The photos you send in must be 
sharp and clear. Photos that are out of focus, or 
that have harsh shadows, over-exposed areas or 
“red-eyed” subjects may not be usable. Often we 
receive more photos than we can use in any one 
issue. When this happens, we will select photos 
that represent a variety of class years and timely 
events.
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Lifting up 
others
When someone is down on their 
luck, Hope Hamilton Pettegrew 
’61 is there to lend a helping 
hand.

Pettegrew—a Wheaton 
trustee emerita—advocates 
for people who are homeless 
as a longtime volunteer for the 
Monadnock Area Transitional 
Shelter (MATS), which provides 
housing for those in need in 
Peterborough, N.H.

Her dedication and service to 
the community as a volunteer 
for MATS, and other causes, was 
highlighted in a recent news 
story in the Monadnock Ledger-
Transcript.

In addition to her two decades 
with MATS—during which 
she served 12 years on the 
board of directors and six as 
president—Pettegrew volun-
teers at Monadnock Community 
Hospital, All Saints’ Church in 
Peterborough and Peterborough 
Players, a professional theater.

Pettegrew told the Monadnock 
Ledger-Transcript that her 
parents instilled in her the 
importance of volunteerism at a 
young age.

Homelessness is a worthwhile 
cause, especially because of 
the toll it can take on families, 
including children, she told 
the newspaper. At MATS, she 
said she has witnessed families 
bounce back after receiving help 
from the organization. Some 
families remain in touch with 
her, including a woman she 
describes as like a third daughter 
to her.

Pettegrew, who graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 

degree in music, received an 
honorary degree from the college 
in 2011. She has held many lead-
ership roles, including president 
of the Alumni Association. Her 
daughters Caroline Pettegrew 
Anderson ’87 and Ann Pettegrew 
Hoke ’89 also graduated from 
Wheaton.

The alumna is the co-founder 
of Cobblestone, a history maga-
zine for children. The publica-
tion, which focuses on true 
stories from the 1600s to today, 
was the Parents’ Choice Gold 
Award Winner in 2019. 

—Laura Pedulli
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Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.
James Margotta ’21
Anthropology major 
Barnett Family Wheaton Fund Scholarship for 
Anthropology and Charles A. Dana Scholarship recipient
“Wheaton has provided me with a great liberal 
arts experience in which I have been able to 
study a wide range of subjects while staying 
on course in pursuit of my degree in 
anthropology. I also have been able to 
engage in exciting and meaningful 
co-curricular activities. After 
Wheaton, I plan to continue on to 
graduate school for anthropological 
archaeology and someday become 
a professor. These opportunities 
are possible because of the 
graciousness of donors, for which 
I am thankful.”

Give to the Wheaton Fund today to 
support the dreams of tomorrow.

Go online to learn more about how your support creates opportunities 
for James and other students.

wheatoncollege.edu/giving
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Strong advice
For Lara Udell Pizzorno ’70, 
osteoporosis—a silent and 
progressive disease that leaves 
bones porous and prone to frac-
tures—is a family affair.

“Every woman I know about in 
my family, from my great-grand-
mother on down, developed os-
teoporosis and this disease took 
them from us much earlier than 
was necessary,” she said.

Pizzorno, unfortunately, was 
also on that list. Although she 
had been steadfast in her pursuit 
of a healthy lifestyle, she still was 
diagnosed with osteopenia in her 
early 40s.

It became her mission to 
better understand the disease. 
Through genetic testing, she 
learned that a key cause of her 
family’s osteoporosis was genet-
ic: vitamin D receptors that do 
not form properly. This greatly 
increased her need for sufficient 
vitamin D to enable her body to 
absorb calcium, which is critical 
to bone health.

Pizzorno is a published medi-
cal writer and editor and author 
of Your Bones (Axios Press, 2011). 
In 2019, she was featured on a 
FOX News (Seattle) segment on 
bone health. She has lectured at 
medical conferences in the U.S., 
Europe, Russia, Australia and 
New Zealand. 

Despite the pain osteoporo-
sis has inflicted on her family, 
she brings a positive message: 
“Osteoporosis is entirely pre-
ventable and reversible, safely 
and naturally.”

Pizzorno, who majored in 
religion at Wheaton, received a 
master’s degree in philosophical 
theology from Yale University 
and a master’s degree in English 
literature from the University of 
Washington.

She imparts two pieces of 
wisdom for people looking to 
improve their bone health:

• Make sure you are getting 

the right nutrients. Calcium, 
vitamin D, vitamin K2, 
magnesium and boron all are 
important for bone health. 
Vitamin D, in particular, is 
crucial because it allows for 
the active absorption of cal-
cium. Vitamin K2 activates 
the proteins that regulate 
where calcium goes in the 
body; if you have low levels 
of K2, calcium could end up 
in your arteries, kidneys or 
brain, and not in your bones. 
Pizzorno suggests obtaining 
a common blood test called 
25-hydroxy vitamin test to 
determine whether you are 
absorbing sufficient vitamin 
D. A less common test called 
unOC (uncarboxylated os-
teocalcin) can show whether 
you are providing your body 
with adequate K2. She sug-
gests researching foods and 
supplements that can help 
supply these nutrients if 
deficiencies are detected.

• Examine your diet and life-
style. Minimize chronic low-
grade inflammation, which 
promotes bone loss and in-
creases the risk of fractures, 
through a healthy diet and 
regular weight-bearing exer-
cise. Pizzorno recommends 
barre3- and yoga for osteo-
porosis. She said postmeno-
pausal women, in particular, 
need to be mindful of diet as 
the loss of estrogen greatly 
impairs the ability to control 
inflammation. Pizzorno said 
to avoid processed foods and 
to prepare meals from whole 
or minimal-processed foods, 
and to choose organically 
grown as much as possible. 
She also recommends tak-
ing a supplement with EPA 
and DHA, the omega-3 fatty 
acids found in fish, to reduce 
inflammation. 

—Laura Pedulli
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In her nature
Heather 
Andrade 
Spitzberg ’96 
advocates for 
environment, 
people
As an incoming freshman at 
Wheaton, Heather Andrade 
Spitzberg ’96 signed up for as 
many science and math requi-
sites as possible to “get them out 
of the way,” she admitted. To her 
surprise, a chemistry course 
sparked an interest in environ-
mental issues and eventually 
led to her decision to major in 
environmental science, a new 
major at the time. Her passion for 
nature and the sciences persists 
and defines her professionally 
and personally today.

Spitzberg is both director of 
the environmental analysis unit 
of New York State Homes and 
Community Renewal and an ac-
complished author whose essay 
on the environmental and hu-
man impacts of hurricanes was 
nominated for a Pushcart Prize 
in 2019.

As an environmental ana-
lyst for the State of New York, 
Spitzberg ensures that afford-
able housing and community 
renewal projects comply with 
required environmental laws 
and regulations.

“This position is rewarding 
because it combines my passions 
for environmental protec-
tion and helping people,” said 
Spitzberg, who also studied envi-
ronmental law at Pace University 
School of Law in White Plains, 
N.Y.

She analyzes and mitigates 
environmental impacts on 
both potential occupants and 

natural resources. Her reviews 
consider many factors, includ-
ing wetlands, flood plains, lead 
paint, endangered species, smart 
growth, site contamination and 
noise.

She said she is proud of spear-
heading the incorporation of 
environmental justice and climate 
change impacts into the analyses 
as well.

“A typical day involves hun-
dreds of emails regarding dozens 
of projects. Every project has 
different issues. One day I might 
review an archaeological report, 
the next day a remedial action 
plan, the next, radon clearance 
reports,” she said.

Spitzberg, who grew up explor-
ing the woods near her homes 
in Alton and then Wolfeboro , 

N.H., writes about nature as well. 
She is the author of a children’s 
book series on Cricket, the 
dog (CreateSpace Independent 
Publishing Platform), and 
“Moving Sand, Moving Water, 
Moving People,” in Sinking City 
Literary Magazine (2019), which 
was nominated for a Pushcart 
Prize.

Spitzberg says her writing 
complements her professional 
work.

“Writing is a way to express 
my passion for nature and also 
to puzzle out the relationship 
of humans with each other and 
the environment,” she said. “My 
Pushcart Prize nomination is 
meaningful because the work 
was inspired by my frustration 
about land uses that put people, 

especially those most vulner-
able, at risk.”

As a Wheaton student, 
Spitzberg worked at the Filene 
Center as a writing tutor, and 
also interned one summer at the 
Lloyd Center for the Environment 
in Dartmouth, Mass., monitoring 
endangered piping plovers.

Scott Shumway, professor of 
biology, said Spitzberg was a 
wonderful student who thrived 
in his environmental science and 
plant biology courses.

“It has been a thrill to fol-
low her career path from her 
undergraduate internship with 
the Lloyd Center to working for 
an environmental law firm to 
becoming an environmental 
analyst,” he said.

—Laura Pedulli
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Focusing on homelessness
An independent feature film 
produced by Leigh Lanocha ’09 
is resonating with audiences on 
the film festival circuit for its 
exploration of homelessness.

The film “Gutterbug” won the 
Audience Award and Grand Jury 
Prize at Woods Hole (Mass.) Film 
Festival. It also was named the 
Grand Jury Award Winner at the 
Dances with Films film festival 
in Los Angeles.

“Gutterbug” tells the fictional 
story of Stephen Bugsby, known 
as “Bug,” and his journey home 
after three years struggling with 
homelessness, mental health 
issues and drug abuse.

The character was inspired 
by a youth “Gutterbug” writer 
and director Andrew Gibson en-
countered on the music scene in 
Allston, Mass. Lanocha said she 
felt drawn to telling this story at 
a time when the opioid epidemic 
continues to wreck lives.

“I think it’s important to 
think about the human side of a 
person. So many circumstances 
lead people to drug use and being 
homeless; it’s not a choice. This is 
one story of many that could be 
told,” she said.

The film was shot daily over 
three weeks in Boston. As pro-
ducer, Lanocha coordinated all 
facets of the production, working 
with co-writers Gibson and 
Chris Tobin to develop the script, 
managing the cast and crew, 
fundraising and even playing a 
part in the film.

Lanocha, who majored in 
English at Wheaton, has devoted 
her professional life to the craft 
of video and film production.

This evolved from her love of 
theater, which she developed in 
high school and deepened as a 

student at Wheaton. (She spent 
a year abroad at St. Catherine’s 
College at Oxford University in 
the U.K.) Lanocha was involved 
in a number of theatrical pro-
ductions at both Wheaton and 
Oxford University, student-run 
and main stage, including “A 
Streetcar Named Desire” and 
“Macbeth.”

She received a merit scholar-
ship from Wheaton, which al-
lowed her to explore a burgeon-
ing interest in film production. 
Following her freshman year, 
she interned at Moody Street 
Pictures, a small production 
company in Waltham, Mass., for 
a reality TV show called “Be a 
Bruin.”

After her junior year, she 
interned at WGBH in Brighton, 
Mass., as a research and produc-
tion assistant. Her work on PBS’s 
“American Experience” intro-
duced her to documentary films 
and helped her secure produc-
tion positions after college at 
Vital Pictures in Boston and at 
Spy Pond Productions, where she 
was associate producer.

In addition to her work as a 
freelance film producer, Lanocha 
is a production manager for 
Harvard Business School Online, 
where she produces the video 
component of courses in part-
nership with writers, animators, 
editors and graphic designers.

Lanocha said she looks 
forward to releasing 
“Gutterbug” more broadly. The 
film will be screened at Boston 
University on April 16, and is ex-
pected to be available on digital 
platforms (Amazon, iTunes and 
others) this summer.

 —Laura Pedulli
TIM HABER
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Wheaton 
in the 
Himalayas

Fall 2020
Our 11-day faculty-guided 
excursion, offered exclusively 
to the Wheaton community, 
will include visits to Bhutan’s 
most famous sites, from the 
legendary “Tiger’s Nest” 
monastery to a high-altitude 
glacial valley. The trip also 
will include traditional 
Bhutanese arts presentations 
and cultural performances as 
well as fine dining and four-
star accommodations. 

For more information:  
wheatoncollege.edu/go/himalayas

“Superior.  
One of the 
very best 

trips  I have 
ever been 

on!”
Dick Waters P’16 

“The trip of 
a lifetime.”

Claire Lang 
Ballantyne ‘94 



SPRING 2020 43

Career insight
Alumni panelists offer advice on work, life
The Filene Center for Academic Advising and Career Services presented the annual Wheaton to the World 
professional development event during the fall 2019 semester. Juniors and seniors had an opportunity to 
spend the day gaining valuable insight on a range of topics—from financial literacy to social justice in the 
workplace. Several alumni shared their expertise, including author Trish Clark Ryan ’91 and Susan Jenks 
Beard ’90, Wheaton’s director of financial aid programs. Assi Coulibaly ’17, Mehreen Khan ’17, Allison Mosier 
’19 and Andres Ripley ’18 were on the panel “Life after Wheaton.” We asked the four for their best advice to 
students preparing to enter the working world. Here is what they had to say.

Assi Coulibaly ’17
• Majored in psychology
• Adjunct choreographer-in-

residence at Trinity Academy 
for the Performing Arts, 
Providence, R.I.; and teach-
ing artist and performer with 
Pushed Learning and Media, a 
Boston-based nonprofit that 
specializes in diversity, privilege 
and racial justice education
Every experience counts: 

“Make use of every opportunity, 
because each experience is a 
lesson learned. I got involved in 
a lot of things after I graduated 
that helped me to make stron-
ger connections and build new 
relationships. I created a large 
network of people from various 
areas of expertise, and those 
relationships and opportunities 
led me to where I am now. When 
I graduated, I knew that I was 
highly interested in youth work, 
social justice work and the arts. 
I spent my first year post-grad 
as a college access AmeriCorps 
VISTA at Blackstone Academy 
Charter School. I networked at 
a lot of different events and was 
acting as the bridge between 
many community partners and 

the student body. This led me to 
begin writing grants for Pushed 
Learning and Media. I also got 
involved teaching dance after 
school at the Trinity Academy for 
the Performing Arts. Without 
having been open to those 
seemingly little opportunities, I 
would not have found my way to 
a career that has allowed me to 
combine all of my passions.”

Mehreen Khan ’17
• Majored in biochemistry
• Associate scientist at Alnylam 

Pharmaceuticals
Cast a wide net: “Apply to as 
many jobs as possible and don’t 
limit yourself in the types of 
jobs you are searching for. Even 
if you have a strong idea of what 
you would like to do, it’s very 
possible that the first job you 
have after graduating may not 
directly fall under your interest, 
but it’s a first step in getting to 
know the field better. Keep an 
open mind and be flexible to 
different opportunities. A piece 
of advice that I got from talk-
ing with different professors 
at Wheaton is to showcase any 
relevant experience you have, 
even if it seems insignificant. 

Whether you learned something 
from a lab, an internship or 
volunteer experience, indicating 
some familiarity with a particu-
lar skill can be more helpful than 
not mentioning it at all.”

Allison Mosier ’19
• Double majored in anthropol-

ogy and international relations
• Graduate student in health 

administration at The Bloustein 
School of Planning and Public 
Policy at Rutgers University

Develop your people skills: “My 
coursework and the professors 
I had while I was at Wheaton 
did a great job preparing me for 
this next step. I am currently at 
Rutgers, which is a large institu-
tion. I can clearly see that the 
people skills that I developed 
and the opportunity to get to 
know my professors while at 
Wheaton has helped me stand 
out. The best advice I received 
at Wheaton was from Executive 
Dean of Student Success Andy 
Brereton—that there is no limit 
to what you can achieve if you 
develop a good foundation. This 
advice was career-based, but 
I think it applies to so many 
facets of life.”

Andres Ripley ’18
• Majored in biology
• Natural resource specialist for 

the Neponset River Watershed 
Association in Massachusetts, 
collaborating with the commu-
nity to increase green space in 
Boston, teaching fifth graders 
about water conservation and 
water pollution, and leading 
citizen science programs with 
volunteers

Leave the comfort zone: “The 
best advice I would give to 
students is be willing to stretch 
out of your comfort zone. You 
might not find your dream job 
right away; you might end up 
doing something or working 
somewhere you never imagined 
you would. But make the best of 
every experience you get. This 
was the best advice I got while 
at Wheaton from my advisor, 
[Teaching Associate in Biology] 
Shari Morris.”

—Sandy Coleman

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM

https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/filene-center-for-academic-advising-and-career-services/
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1945
Ruth Leonard Freyberger, 
95, died on July 2, 2019, in 
Houghton, Mich. After gradu-
ating from Wheaton with a 
bachelor’s degree in chemistry, 
she worked as a chemist at 
MIT, where she met Wilfred 
Freyberger. Ruth married 
Wilfred in 1951 and they cel-
ebrated 64 years of marriage 
together, until his death. Ruth 
loved the water and sailed her 
own boat for many years in 
Maine. She was a bridge player, 
puzzler, seamstress and knitter. 

Madeline Nickerson Rollins, 
95, of Concord, Mass., died on 
Sept. 3, 2019. Madeline graduat-
ed from Wheaton with a bache-
lor’s degree in Latin. During her 
summers while at college, she 
worked at Birchmont, an adult 
summer camp in Wolfeboro, 
N.H., where she met her future 
husband, Red Rollins. After 
they married, they settled in 
Concord, Mass., where they 
owned and operated Brown and 
Saltmarsh, a retail office supply 
store on Main Street, until they 
retired in 1985 to enjoy their 
new home on Northwood Lake. 
Madeline was well-traveled and 
enjoyed touring the U.S and 
vacationing in the Caribbean. 

1947
Virginia Dunbar Whitten, 
94, of Naples, Fla., and Laconia, 
N.H., died Nov. 30, 2019. After 
graduating from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in art, 
she married Charles Whitten. 
The couple raised their fam-
ily in Winchester, Mass. After 
years of vacationing at Lake 
Winnipesaukee, they built a 
home on Governors Island in 
Gilford, N.H., and another in 
Laconia, where Virginia resided 
for the past nine years. In 1980, 
the pair became snowbirds and 
also lived in Naples, Fla. Even 
after Charles’s death in 2011, 
Virginia continued to split her 
time living between Florida and 
New Hampshire.

1954
Nancy Ritter Raftery, 87, died 
on Dec. 13, 2019. She graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in biology. She was 
married to Richard Crowson 
for 41 years until his death. She 
later married Edward Raftery, 
and they celebrated their 20th 
anniversary this year. She was 

devoted to the Presbyterian 
Church. Nancy’s business 
career was diverse; she was a 
math teacher, a pharmaceuti-
cal detailer and co-owned a Sir 
Speedy shop in Vero Beach, Fla. 

Joan Mondino Ristuccia, 
87, of Flagler Beach, Fla., died 
on January 2. She attended 
Wheaton.

1957
Joan Lees Kelleher, 82, a resi-
dent of Harvard, Mass., died on 
Oct. 2, 2018. She was married 
to Daniel Kelleher for 55 years. 
After graduating from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics, she worked as a project 
manager for the mechanical 
engineering division at Natick 
Labs. She later worked as a 
bookkeeper and office manager. 
She also worked in the human 
resources department at N.E.C. 
in Boxborough, Mass., and at 
Digital Equipment Corp. in 
Maynard, Mass., for many years. 
Joan was an active member of 
the Harvard Women’s Club and 
the Harvard Council on Aging. 
She also volunteered at the 
Loaves and Fishes food pantry 
in Devens, Mass., and St. Paul’s 
Soup Kitchen in Lowell, Mass. 

1958
Jane Bruce Ward, formerly of 
Cross River, N.Y., and Spruce 
Head, Maine, died Dec. 12, 
2019, in Rockport, Maine. She 
received her bachelor’s de-
gree in English from Wheaton 
and a master’s degree from 
Manhattanville College. A 
lifelong collector of fine con-
temporary art from Maine and 
beyond, Jane published her 
first book of poetry Things You 
Should Know in 2001. She was 
active in various community 
theater productions, seeking 
comedic cameos to indulge her 
interest and enthusiasm.

1959
Sally Weston Hawie, 81, of 
St. Simons Island, Ga., died on 
Nov. 27, 2019. She graduated 
from Wheaton with a bach-
elor’s degree in sociology. Sally 
met Edward Hawie at a yacht 
club party in Milford and they 
married in 1960. They moved 
to Boston, where she worked 
for John Hancock Insurance 
Co. The family briefly lived in 
Mamaroneck, N.Y., but eventu-
ally they relocated to Atlanta. 

Sally was often a substitute 
teacher for her children’s 
elementary school. She was 
an excellent cook and avid 
gardener. She played ALTA 
tennis at the Cherokee Town 
Club and was elected president 
of the women’s tennis associa-
tion. Sally moved to St. Simons 
Island in 1999. Sally quickly 
took to playing bridge at the 
Golden Isles Duplicate Bridge 
Center, where she became a 
skilled player achieving Ruby 
Life Master status and partici-
pated in tournaments around 
the Southeast. 

1961
Julia Howard Grimstad died 
in Verona, Pa., on January 
22. She was married to the 
late Charles Grimstad for 55 
years. She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy and 
later became a certified public 
accountant after studying at 
Robert Morris University in 
Pittsburgh. She worked as 
an accountant for Western 
Pennsylvania Chapter of 
the National Hemophilia 
Foundation. Julia’s most trea-
sured work was as a volunteer 
for Contact Pittsburgh’s 24-hour 
crisis hotline, where she also 
served as president of the 
board. She also was President of 
PTA at The Ellis School. She was 
a recipient of the Community 
Champions Jefferson Award 
for her work with Contact 
Pittsburgh in 1999 and the Sara 
Frazer Ellis Award from The 
Ellis School in 2007. She was a 
member of Calvary Church and 
the Pittsburgh Golf Club. 

Virginia McMillan 
Lambrecht, 79, of Boca Grande, 
Fla., died on Dec. 5, 2019. She 
attended Wheaton.

1962
Susan Fullerton Ware, 78, of 
Cataumet, Mass., died on Dec. 
25, 2019. She attended Wheaton. 

1966
Karen Rubin Brown of Milford, 
Mass., died on June 23, 2019. 
She graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
French.

Cassie Weinberg Buerki died 
on June 30, 2019. She attended 
Wheaton.

Margaret Cogswell Jenks, 
of Pownal, Vt., died on Dec. 
26, 2019, in Lebanon, N.H. She 
graduated from Wheaton with a 
bachelor’s in American history, 
and earned a master’s degree 
in education and counseling 
from Northeastern University. 
She was employed as a senior 
high school guidance counselor 
at Mount Greylock Regional 
School in Williamstown, Mass., 
for 29 years, and was an active 
member of the Mount Greylock 
Faculty Association. After retir-
ing from Mount Greylock she 
volunteered as a SHINE coun-
selor for the Elder Services of 
Berkshire County at the Harper 
Center in Williamstown.

1982
Patricia McGuinn Lawrence, 
59, died on January 9 at her 
home in Westport, Conn. After 
obtaining her bachelor’s degree 
from Wheaton, she enjoyed 
a successful career as a bond 
trader on Wall Street, serving 
as vice president of sales for 
Prudential Securities.

Sherry Petry Reed, 60, died 
on Dec. 16, 2019. After graduat-
ing from Wheaton, she landed 
her first marine science job at 
the Smithsonian Museum of 
Natural History in Washington, 
D.C., assisting with curating 
the octopus and mollusk col-
lections. In 1983, Sherry was 
hired as a research assistant to 
help with the visiting scientist 
program at the Smithsonian 
Marine Station in Fort Pierce, 
Fla. She headed field operations 
and served as diving officer for 
the Smithsonian Marine Station 
until her promotion to station 
manager in 2015. Sherry served 
on the board of directors of 
both the American Academy of 
Underwater Sciences and the 
International Women Divers 
Hall of Fame, the latter of which 
she was inducted into in 2002. 

1986
Elizabeth Carr Kaufman died 
on Dec. 23, 2019. She attended 
Wheaton. 

1998
Christopher Todd, 46, of Far 
Hills, N.J., died on January 2. 
He graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
studio art. A lifelong artist, he 
specialized in photography and 
oil painting. Christopher loved 
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all things cars including racing, 
fixing and collecting them. He 
was a member of the Essex Hunt 
Club and the Somerset Lake and 
Game Club.

2000
Ellen Claire Rice, 42, of 
Lexington, Ky., died on 
February 2. Ellen earned a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology 
from Wheaton. She later earned 
a primary certificate from 
the New England Montessori 
Teacher Education Center and 
attended the Massachusetts 
School of Law. Ellen also earned 
two master’s degrees from 
Lesley University, one in early 
childhood education and the 
other in special education for 
moderate disabilities K–8. She 
worked in several Montessori 
schools in Massachusetts before 
returning to Lexington, where 
she served as director of opera-
tions for the Thy Will Be Done 
Production and Performance 
Fund, a nonprofit that helped 
fund the development and 
performance of “Thy Will Be 
Done” Easter oratorio composed 
by her mother Angela Rice. The 
work has been performed in 
Kentucky annually since 2012 

and debuted in New York in 
2018 at Lincoln Center. Ellen 
was on the board of directors 
of OperaLex and the University 
of Kentucky Libraries National 
Advisory Board.

Friends
Ricardo Salmon, former staff 
member with Aramark Dining 
Services, in December 2019

Relatives
1953 Edgar Eisner, husband 
of Lucky Dallo Eisner, in 
December 2019

1979 William Glennon, husband 
of Ann Bergman, in December 
2019

1986 Teofilo Salema, husband 
of Christine Connors Salema, in 
October 2019

1986 Zay Hyde, mother of Anne 
Hyde Carson, in October 2019

1988 Austin O’Toole, father of 
Catherine O’Toole, in November 
2019

1993 Austin O’Toole, father of 
Brian O’Toole, in November 
2019

Barbara Clinger, professor 
emerita of mathematics
Barbara Clinger, 83, 
professor emerita 
of mathematics at 
Wheaton, died in 
Concord, N.H., on 
Dec. 23, 2019. 

Professor 
Clinger taught at 
Wheaton from 1968 
to 1997. During her 
tenure, she helped 
bring administra-
tive computing to campus. 
She also was involved in a 
project with women’s colleges 
that used computers to shed 
light on why women chose 
single-sex colleges. 

As an academic, Clinger 
participated in archaeologi-
cal projects in both Egypt and 
Israel. She advised the Cairo 
Museum in Egypt on develop-
ing a database for its exten-
sive collection of artifacts. 
She also teamed up with 
archaeologists from Hebrew 
University on setting up a 

database for its dig 
at Zippori, a site lo-
cated in the central 
Galilee region of 
Israel. 

She received a 
bachelor’s degree 
from Southwest 
Missouri State 
College, mas-
ter’s degree 
from Southern 

University and doctoral 
degree from the University of 
Texas—all in mathematics. 
Prior to joining Wheaton as a 
faculty member, she taught at 
State University of New York 
at Binghamton for five years 
(1963–68). She was a member of 
the Mathematical Association 
of America and the American 
Mathematical Society. 

In her spare time, she 
carved wooden bird sculp-
tures, which she sold at the 
League of New Hampshire 
Craftsmen gift shops. 
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Thinking big

During the fall 2019 semester, as part of 
an independent study for his visual art 
major, Nathan Domingos ’20 explored 
the concepts of street art and graffiti in 
relation to architecture by creating—
with pre-approval—a massive mural on 
the back of a building on the Wheaton 
campus.

“As part of the overall project, I 

researched how, where and why peo-
ple do graffiti and street art, as well as 
looked into its impact on architecture,” 
Domingos said. “I wanted to also learn 
about how building design influences 
street art and graffiti, both as a deterrent 
and as encouragement.

“Painting a mural allows me to engage 
different aspects and techniques utilized 

by artists, as well as helps me develop my 
own perspective and style,” he said.

What’s the biggest lesson he has 
learned? “It’s a lot harder to fill up a 12 
by 14-foot wall than it looks. It takes a lot 
more planning and processing ideas than 
I thought it would,” Domingos said.

—Sandy Coleman
 Read more online.

Nathan Domingos ’20 stands in front of the larger-than-life graffiti-inspired wall he created as  part of his independent study for his visual art major.
KEITH NORDSTROM                 



For information, call Amy Dumont ’09 in the Office of Gift Planning at  
508-286-3391 or visit giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Giving possibility. 

REBECCA “BECKY” HALE ’99

“Wheaton has the whole package: bright and capable students, 
opportunities outside of the classroom, here and abroad, through the 
amazing career center and scholarships, a goal of fostering success in 
each individual and an atmosphere of collegiality and fun. When I was 
a student, Jay Goodman was my mentor. He inspired me to apply to law 
school after I read Gideon’s Trumpet in his ‘Government 101’ class. I began 
as a litigator and I have been a health care attorney for the past 30 years. I 
made some of my best friends at Wheaton. We still get together regularly 
and find we have many of the same values. I have had Wheaton in my will 
since I first created it in the 1980s. I was inspired to make my most recent 
gift because of my 50th Reunion. I want Wheaton’s brand of liberal arts to 
flourish. I feel especially good about donating because I know that it will 
help the college provide funds to students who would not be able to attend 
without financial aid.”

Melinda Gray Murray ’70
Retired associate general counsel, Holy Cross Health, Maryland

Planning 
the future.



Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766  wheatoncollege.edu

PE
TE

 B
YR

O
N Wheaton Fund

Learn more  at wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.

Your investment today inspires 
the dreams of tomorrow.

Wheaton Fund donor and volunteer  
“Wheaton has given me so much—a great liberal arts 
education, some incredible internships and lifelong 
friends. I interned at a law firm in New Haven and for 
a trade association in Washington, D.C., doing legal 
work during two different summers. While on campus, I 
volunteered for New Hope of Attleboro, Mass., in court 
representing women seeking restraining orders against 
abusive partners. With all of these experiences, I was able 
to take the critical thinking and related skills I learned in the 
classroom and apply them in real-world environments. And 
the connections I made while on campus are invaluable. 
(My first job was thanks to Andrea Dumont ’92.) I also 
have memories that will last a lifetime, if not for the fact 
that I keep forgetting things with age. What more could 
I ask for from a college experience? Giving back through 
the Wheaton Fund is a no-brainer. I want to ensure that all 
students have the same opportunities as I did and that the 
college continues to thrive in the extremely competitive 
higher education landscape. Wheaton needs our support 
to achieve these goals.”

Joshua Bauchner ’95
President, Alumni Association 
Shareholder, Ansell Grimm & Aaron, PC
Co-chair of the Litigation Department
and head of the Cannabis Law Practice Group
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