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Immersed in work
On a sunny September day, 
Charlotte Middleton ’18 stands 
waist deep in Peacock Pond—not 
far from the Cowduck sculpture 
she created in 2016. One by one, 
she sews handmade flower blos-
soms onto floating lily pads (96 
of them). From the shoreline, her 
smartphone alarm goes off. She 
wades over, saying, “Oh, that’s 
just my alarm reminding me to 
eat.” 

A student in Assistant 
Professor of Art Kelly Goff’s 
“Public Art” class in fall 2017, 
Middleton was so engrossed in 
creating her assigned project 
that she needed to be reminded 
to eat. 

Now, that is passion and 
dedication!

I saw both each time I popped 
over to the Mars art studio 
through the fall semester to see 
what the students were up to in 
this experimental class. They 
were always hammering, sawing, 
cutting, making and figuring out 
how to overcome the latest as-
signment challenge—be it some-
thing within their control (time 
management) or not (another 
Nor’easter). 

And the most beautiful part? 
The Wheaton community got to 
see the results of their efforts as 
they appeared all over campus 
as public art out in the open on 
the pond, hidden in plain sight in 
trees, framing pathways to ath-
letic fields and elsewhere. 

It was fascinating to watch 
from the first day of class when 
the students sat around a table in 
the art studio, looking over the 

syllabus, all smiles, talking about 
their encounters with public art 
as viewers to the very end as they 
became the creators and experi-
enced unexpected lessons that 
went well beyond the classroom. 

Check out our cover story for 
a peek inside the process and to 
see the scope of the work. Also 
read about the passion and ded-
ication (for work and Wheaton) 
of the alumni who are profiled 

in our feature stories—Yale 
University Senior Fellow Elaine 
Dezenski ’92, new trustee board 
chair Janet Lindholm Lebovitz 
’72 and incoming Alumni 
Association President Joshua 
Bauchner ’95.
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@DHANNO

History in the making 
This year’s Commencement 
marked a milestone for me. I 
began my tenure at the college 
with the Class of 2018. The photo 
that was taken of me with the 
class during their first day on 
campus shows many anxious 
faces, including my own. We were 
all starting a new adventure, and 
we didn’t know what lay ahead. 

It has been a great privilege to get to 
know the Class of 2018 and to watch them 
learn and grow. I’m always inspired by 
what students accomplish—as artists and 

performers; sci-
entists and schol-
ars; campus lead-
ers, community 
activists and ath-
letes. Students 
can achieve any-
thing they set their 
minds to accom-
plishing. They 
make an impact on 

the world, and they leave Wheaton better 
for their contributions. 

The relationships that form over those 
four years are special, too. So many stu-
dents forge relationships that last a life-
time. The fact that Wheaton celebrates 
Commencement and Reunion on the same 
weekend—a unique and wonderful tradi-
tion—drives that home. To see alumni re-
turn to campus to reconnect with class-
mates, and with faculty and staff mem-
bers, is heart-warming. It’s a great re-
minder, too, of the way that each class 
helps to pass on the traditions and culture 
of the place to new groups of students. 

Of course, each student’s undergrad-
uate career represents a brief moment 
in the college’s 180-plus years. On cam-
pus, we are surrounded by that histo-
ry, from the portraits of Eliza and Laban 
Morey Wheaton that hang in the great 

room of the Presidents’ House to the 
many campus buildings named for past 
leaders of the college—from past educa-
tors and presidents like Mary Lyon, Lucy 
Larcom and Samuel Cole to current alum-
ni and leaders such as Anson M. Beard Jr., 
Adrienne Bevis Mars ’58 and Diana Davis 
Spencer ’60. 

That sense of history makes the college’s 
latest efforts all the more exciting.

 Next year, we will open a new 178-bed 
residence hall that will enable Wheaton 
to continue to grow its enrollment while 
promoting community and sustainability. 
The residence hall will form a new quad on 
lower campus and contain numerous com-
mon areas, large and small, to promote 
student gatherings. The new building will 
even echo the Slype at Everett, with a gate-
way-like entrance of its own. And the hall, 
designed to meet stringent energy conser-
vation requirements, will be the first large-
scale college residence in the Northeast to 
meet the Passive House standard. 

At the same time, the college will be fin-
ishing plans to renovate the old science 
center to accommodate our growing and 
changing academic programs. Once com-
pleted, the building will house Wheaton’s 
two largest academic programs—busi-
ness and management and psychology—
as well as a center for social entrepre-
neurship and a renovated makerspace fa-
cility for a host of interdisciplinary en-
deavors by students, faculty and staff. 

These new spaces will serve thousands 

of students—many who are not even born 
yet—creating wonderful new spaces to 
live and learn, discover new ideas and in-
terests, make lifelong friends and contin-
ue Wheaton’s tradition as a personal and 
powerfully influential liberal arts college. 

These projects would not be possible 
without the interest and engagement of 
our extended community. Students, facul-
ty, staff, alumni and parents have all par-
ticipated in the discussions that devel-
oped our 10-year facility renovation and 
construction plan, and their input has 
helped to shape the projects now under-
way. In addition, generous philanthropic 
support from alumni, parents and friends 
plays a critical role in turning our shared 
plans into reality.

It has been said that education is a gift 
that each generation passes on to the 
next. The work that we are doing collec-
tively reflects that idea in tangible and 
lasting ways. These building and renova-
tion projects will have an amazing impact 
for many, many years to come. And that is 
a truly inspiring thought. 

Dennis M. Hanno, 
president

Dennis M. Hanno with Dean of Students Kate 
McCaffrey; Grant Gosselin, former dean of 
admission; and Assistant Professor of English 
Winter Jade Werner at the Class of 2018 
welcoming ceremony in 2014
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New dorm makes room  for growth

Wheaton is building a new residence 
hall that will accommodate a grow-

ing student population as well as support 
the college’s continuing efforts to build 
community on campus. Groundbreaking 
took place on May 18, during 
Commencement Reunion Weekend.

The college’s commitment to sustain-
ability has been a driving force in the 
design. In keeping with that, the new 
residence will be constructed to meet 
Passive House standard, a rigorous, vol-
untary standard for energy efficiency that 
reduces a building’s ecological footprint. 

Brian Douglas, executive vice president 
for finance and administration, notes that 
Wheaton’s building will be the first large-
scale college residence hall in New England 
to meet the Passive House standard.

More than 95 percent of Wheaton’s 
1,700 students live on campus in 18 resi-
dence halls or in theme houses. The last 
dorm built on campus was Beard Hall in 

2002. The new residence hall will provide 
much needed living space for the expand-
ing Wheaton community.

“We are deeply committed to our mis-
sion as a residential liberal arts college. 
Given the challenging environment facing 

colleges and universities today, we recog-
nized that growth was our best strategy to 
continue to provide students with a rich 
living and learning experience,” Douglas 
said.

 The new building has been designed 
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New residence hall

The project
• Design: SGA 

architectural firm

• Groundbreaking: 
May 18, 2018

• Completion: July 2019

• Opens: Fall 2019

• Size: 45,000 square 
feet, 178-bed capacity

• Location: Near Pine Street, 
adjacent to Meadows, 
Young, McIntire and Clark

• Main features: Passive 
House standard, 
community spaces focus

DAVID LAFERRIERESOURCE: SGA ARCHITECTURAL FIRM
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New dorm makes room  for growth

by architectural firm SGA, which Fast 
Company magazine recognized on its list 
of  “Most Innovative Companies in 2018.”

Representatives from Student Affairs, 
Residential Life, facilities and the finance 
office have worked with the firm to guide 
the design phase. Students, faculty and 
staff also have been included in planning 

through open sessions.
Antonio Galvan ’19, a psychology major 

who lives in Meadows West, participated 
in two sessions with the design company 
as a resident advisor. 

“It has a lot of potential to be an amaz-
ing residence hall, and I would have 
wanted to live there my freshman year,” 

he said.
“I like that there’s going to be more 

common rooms and lounge spaces and 
there will be some on each floor,” he said. 
“I also like that the new residence hall will 
have an elevator and ramps, and has had 
accessibility as a focus in the planning.”

—Sandy Coleman

RENDERINGS  BY SGA ARCHITECTURAL FIRM

View of Slype-like entrance and lobby View of north facade

View from McIntire Hall
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A minute with… 
Christina 
DesVergnes ’19
Christina DesVergnes is a music major with a concentration 
in audio production, a technician for Wheaton’s Media 
Services, a member of the Programming and Activities 
Council and co-president of Lymin’ Lyons steel drum 
band. In February, she worked as part of the stage crew 
at the National Association for Campus Activities 
convention held in Boston that showcases a variety 
of acts to consider for booking. Testing, one, 
two, three: “There is a lot of work that goes into 
a concert, and conventions are even harder 
because of how many acts are performing 
in a day. I got to talk to professionals who 
had been doing this for years, and get their 
perspective on the industry. Overall, my time 
on stage crew was a good test to see whether I 
want to work for a production company after 
Wheaton. My answer is a big yes!” Equipped: 
“My best training has been my job in Media 
Services, which I pursued after speaking with 
my academic advisor, Professor Matthew Allen, 
about my interest in audio production. He advised 
me to apply and work with Ellen Kane [director of 
Media Services]. She hired me my freshman year and 
has trained me to provide equipment and audio for 
meetings and events on campus.” Loud and clear: 
“I’ve grown up with music always playing somewhere 
in my home. I really got into the audio production 
aspect of music during the college application pro-
cess. I recorded myself playing guitar as a supplement 
to my application. I did everything from recording 
the music to mixing the tracks to mastering the final 
product. The whole process was really rewarding.”

—Sandy Coleman

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Focusing on first-gen students
For students who are the first in their 
families to attend college, there are no 
parental footsteps in which to follow. 

To address that challenge and keep 
the path to success clear, Wheaton has 
begun exploring ways to support these 
students’ college experience. A new First-
Generation Task Force composed of facul-
ty, staff and students has been developing 
plans to provide guidance, programming 
and networking opportunities.

The first round of programming began 
on February 6, with Focus on First-Gen 
Week, spearheaded by Alexander Gim-
Fain ’17, Wheaton’s First-Gen Program 
Development VISTA, an AmeriCorps posi-
tion funded through a grant from Campus 
Compact of Southern New England.

The event, held in Balfour-Hood atrium, 
kicked off a series of activities that included 
a panel of alumni discussing their challeng-
es and successes in navigating Wheaton as 
first-generation students. First-generation 
alumna and spoken word poet Roxanna 
Azari ’10 also returned to campus to per-
form her original work on identity and lead 
a workshop in the Lyons Den.

“As a community that strives to make 
sure that students of all identities are 
equally heard and supported through 
their struggles, as well as acknowledged 
for their successes, we’re excited to be 
working to support our first-generation 
community, which is 
almost 20 percent of all 
Wheaton students,” Gim-
Fain said.

Since August 2017, he has 
been collaborating with 
the task force and campus 
partners, including Alumni 
Relations, the Office of 
Academic Affairs, the 

Office of the Provost and the Center for 
Social Justice and Community Impact.

Meg Kirkpatrick, associate provost 
and associate professor of psychology 
and neuroscience, and first-generation 
alum Cassandra “Cassie” Peltola ’14, as-
sistant director of community service and 
engagement, initiated the work on first-
generation awareness at Wheaton.

Kirkpatrick started the task force and, 
along with Peltola, is advising Gim-Fain on 
the continuing efforts. 

Gim-Fain, who majored in political 
science, notes that there are many nu-
ances to each individual’s experiences, 
struggles and triumphs.

Task force member Valerie Tobia 
’07, director of counseling and health 
services, and a few others shared some of 
those nuances at the kickoff.

“My dad never graduated from high 
school, my mom is a hairdresser. They 
had no idea what I was going through 
when I was looking to apply to colleges,” 

said Tobia, who majored 
in psychology. “So I felt 
almost completely on my 
own. But there is so much 
power in that, because 
first-gen students find re-
silience, ask questions and 
identify the people who 
will help shepherd them 
through the process.”

—Sandy Coleman
Spoken word poet Roxanna 
Azari ’10 performs at the Lyons 
Den during Focus on First-Gen 
Week.

KEITH NORDSTROM

At the kickoff event, Chisomo Billy ’18 (left), an economics and Hispanic studies double major 
and resident advisor from Lilongwe, Malawi, and others shared experiences that demonstrate 
the independence, creative thinking and resilience required of first-generation college students. 
Alexander Gim-Fain ’17 (right) spearheaded Focus on First-Gen Week activities.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Winter work break
For many Wheaton students, the winter “break” is an opportunity to continue their education, 
gaining on-the-job experience at internships on campus, in their local communities and around the 
world. This January, 27 students received Wheaton funding toward this effort, working in public 
health, politics, aeronautics, media and other fields, from Norton, Mass., to Shanghai, China.

Read about these students’ “winternship” experiences online at wheatoncollege.edu/magazine:

• Omar Al-Mogahed ’18, 
Mansfield Bio-Incubator

• Kelsey Buckley ’18, 
Salmon Press Media

• Liza Cooney ’18, Maternal 
and Child Health Program

• Rachel Dixon ’19, 
Optometric Associates 
of Bristol

• William Gan ’21, Glen Oaks 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps

• Kyla Goux ’21, Humanize 

My Hoodie Project
• Shiann Keene ’20, Maine 

Center for Economic Policy
• Jennifer Loveland-Rose 

’20, Environment Arabia
• Georgia Michalovic ’18, 

Good Neighbor Health Clinic
• Lily Ongkiko ’19, 

Palestinian Advocacy Project
• Elizabeth Ramah ’19, 

Baystate Medical Center
• Matthew Salois ’21, 

NewScape Productions
• Tyler Setterlund ’20, 

Orleans Historical Society

• Abigail Sprague ’20, 
Wheaton Alumni Relations

• Riley Thompson ’18, 
Save the Children

—Becca Manning and  
Michael Graca

Matthew Salois ’21 had an internship with digital video company NewScape Productions.
KEITH NORDSTROM

Rachel Dixon ’19 interned with 
Optometric Associates in Bristol, 
Conn.

KEITH NORDSTROM

Jennifer Loveland-Rose ’20 at work 
for Environment Arabia

https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/boosting-startups-expanding-reach/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/boosting-startups-expanding-reach/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/newspaper-internship-nurtures-confidence-writing-chops/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/newspaper-internship-nurtures-confidence-writing-chops/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/closer-look-at-mother-child-health-issues/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/closer-look-at-mother-child-health-issues/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/looking-future-medicine/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/looking-future-medicine/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/looking-future-medicine/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/ems-experience-confirms-students-career-plans/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/ems-experience-confirms-students-career-plans/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/first-year-student-makes-winter-break/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/first-year-student-makes-winter-break/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/learning-data-informs-policy/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/learning-data-informs-policy/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/learning-data-informs-policy/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/studying-natural-political-environments/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/studying-natural-political-environments/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/big-picture-view-health-care-setting/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/big-picture-view-health-care-setting/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/class-project-leads-winternship-opportunity/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/class-project-leads-winternship-opportunity/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/neurology-internship-offers-insight/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/neurology-internship-offers-insight/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/learning-art-business-video/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/learning-art-business-video/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/winternship-offers-lessons-history-teaching/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/winternship-offers-lessons-history-teaching/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/student-made-internship-aids-alumni-office/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/student-made-internship-aids-alumni-office/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/building-partnerships-global-ngo/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/building-partnerships-global-ngo/
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Talking
         about   healthy 
masculinity
What does it mean to be a man, and how 
does that definition impact the way men 
interact with women, and with one anoth-
er? A growing number of Wheaton men 
are re-evaluating their ideas of masculin-
ity through discussions, workshops and 
other activities, as part of a nationwide 
movement to start conversations that lead 
to safer, more welcoming campuses.

In January, Wheaton held its first 
event as part of the college’s involvement 
in a nationwide initiative, the Healthy 
Masculinity Campus Athletics Project 
(HMCAP). The workshop, held during 
winter break, was facilitated by an off-
campus organization called Men Can 
Stop Rape and brought together about 50 
students, faculty and staff members to 
share stories and discuss issues around 
toxic and healthy masculinity.

Wheaton’s involvement in HMCAP is 
related to a continuation grant the col-
lege received in fall 2016 from the U.S. 
Department of Justice Office on Violence 
Against Women. Covering a total of six 
years of programming, the grant made 
Wheaton eligible to compete for a limited 
spot on the project’s roster of participat-
ing colleges.

“We applied for the HMCAP opportuni-
ty because we felt we were poised to take 
a next step in fostering and growing a 
healthy masculinity program on campus,” 
said Courtney Ruggles, former coordina-
tor of Wheaton’s Sexual Misconduct and 
Assault Resource Team.

Tennis coach Pauri Pandian and swim-
ming and diving coach Barrett Roberts 

’07 are co-coordinators of the project at 
Wheaton, and in fall 2017 began inviting 
male athletes to join the effort. Pandian 
said the project gives athletes the tools 
to help identify areas where they can 
improve while reinforcing the good things 
they already are doing.

“The reality is that, as a country, we 
need to do a better job of addressing issues 
around toxic masculinity,” Pandian said. 
“These students will be managing and 
teaching others over the course of their 
lives, be that in the workforce, in their 
home life, or both, and we want to ensure 
that they are doing so with great values.”

The HMCAP is just one part of 

Wheaton’s efforts in this area. For 
the past three years, Associate Dean 
of Students Brandon White has been 
working with male students on campus 
to establish a student organization that 
focuses on social issues—raising aware-
ness and facilitating campus dialogue 
through various programs.

“Healthy masculinity is a subject that 
isn’t looked at enough,” said Lex Radulovic 
’18, who has been involved in the student 
group. “I think this movement can be 
an amazing bridge between different 
groups on campus, to help create a better 
community.” 

—Becca Manning
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An experiment in civics
Who represents your district in the state 
House of Representatives? Who serves in 
your local city council? When Mary Sasso 
’18 asked high school students these ques-
tions, most of them drew a blank.

“They knew the names of the vice presi-
dent and the state governor, but once they 
got past the macro concepts, they found 
it hard to identify answers,” said Sasso, a 
political science major and president of 
the Student Government Association.

For her senior thesis, Sasso tested an 
innovative civic education curriculum 
at a high school in Maine to not only nar-
row these gaps in knowledge but also to 
pique student interest and engagement in 
politics.

Sasso originally developed the idea to 
pursue this research her sophomore year 
at Wheaton, when she discovered that 
very few states require civics education.

“Social studies is buried in the 
Common Core standards. The one re-
quirement about civics is that you have to 
teach civics,” she said.

Last summer, Sasso submitted a 
proposal to a Maine high school to test 
a curriculum she developed that takes a 
new approach to civics education.

Her curriculum tasked students with 
charting how the gov-
ernment impacts their 
everyday activities; 
analyzing an advertise-
ment for an independent 
candidate running for 
governor; researching 
ways to make their voices 
heard at all stages of 
government; interpreting 
policy proposals; and 
separating real news from 
fake news, among other 
assignments.

She identified teachers 
willing to implement her 
lesson plans, which she 
crafted with her advisor, 
Assistant Professor of 
Political Science Bradford 

Bishop, and received backing from the 
principal. Her modules are geared toward 
freshman and sophomore high school 
students.

“Mary is a bright and ambitious student 
who has a deep interest in politics. She 
had a clear idea about the information she 
wanted to convey 

to students in her lessons, and a very 
sophisticated understanding of research 
design,” Bishop said. “It is a very impressive 
project for an undergraduate to take on.”

Two social studies teachers taught 
Sasso’s curriculum to 73 students in 
fall 2017 and to 45 students this past 

spring. Sasso’s modules involved 
information on state and local 
politics, but she mainly focused 
them around activities and ques-
tions that engage students and 
draw links to their own lives.

“Local politics are really 
where a lot of decisions are made 
about people’s lives,” Sasso said. 
“Students should have the skills 
to be able to participate effec-
tively in their own governance.”

 “Voting rates among young 
people are abysmal, and don’t 
show any signs of getting bet-
ter,” she said. “My goal was to 
perk [the students’] ears up, so 
they would think ‘maybe this is 
something that affects me.’” 

—Laura Pedulli

Pop quiz
Try your hand at answering some of the questions that Mary 

Sasso ’18 includes in her curriculum to stress the importance of 

being engaged with local politics. 

1. What government structure does the city/town you live in use?

A. We have a mayor as well as a board of directors.

B. We have a town council that appoints a town manager.

C. We have a representative from each neighborhood and the 

group  meets like a senate.

D. Other: _______________________________________

2. Name the person who represents your area in your state House 

of Representatives.

3. Name one person running for elected office in your state in 2018.

4. Who is the speaker of your state house?

5 . List the three political issues that are most important to you.
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Math association counts on 
professor to lead program
The Mathematical Association of America 
(MAA) has appointed Associate Professor 
of Mathematics Rachelle DeCoste to serve 
as director of a program aimed at promot-
ing mathematics education and careers 
for girls and women.

DeCoste will serve a five-year term 
as the head of the Tensor Women and 
Mathematics Grants Program, which funds 
projects across the country serving stu-
dents from middle school through college.

A three-time recipient of Tensor grants, 
DeCoste will bring nearly 20 years of 
experience with programs for women and 
girls in math to overseeing the MAA pro-
gram. In fact, Tensor grants provided the 
funding for DeCoste to launch the Career 
Mentoring Workshop for women who have 
recently earned doctorates in the field.

“I’m really excited about this 

appointment,” DeCoste said. “The Tensor 
program was really how I got my start in 
my own program, and I decided it would 
be a great way to be involved and give back 
to others.” 

The need for the types of programs that 
Tensor supports continues to be great. 
The percentage of women earning college 
degrees in mathematics has declined 
since 1995, according to a 2017 report 
from the National Science Foundation. 
The gap is most pronounced at the high-
est levels; women earn just 30 percent of 
doctoral degrees awarded in the field. 

“There is still a ‘pipeline’ problem in 
math. We lose people at every stage, so we 
really need programs for middle school 
and high school girls to keep them en-
gaged and excited about math,” DeCoste 
said. “If we don’t work on outreach to 

middle and high schoolers, the percent-
age of bachelor’s degrees going to women 
in math could decline even more. We need 
all types of people engaged in the math 
community, otherwise we are losing out 
on the talent out there.”

DeCoste is looking ahead to grow the 
Tensor program by creating communities 
of practice among educators working 
on similar approaches to encouraging 
women in mathematics.  

“What I see as a real opportunity is con-
necting people who have similar interests 
and are confronting similar challenges,” 
she said. “We can create a community of 
people who are working on these things 
and can help each other to be even more 
impactful.” 

—Michael Graca

FLYNN LARSEN

https://www.maa.org/node/864964
https://www.maa.org/node/864964
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/math-career-workshop/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/math-career-workshop/
https://www.nsf.gov/statistics/2017/nsf17310/digest/fod-women/mathematics-and-statistics.cfm
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CONVERSATION

Examining art and conflict

Kim Miller, associate professor of wom-
en’s and gender studies and art histo-
ry, is the co-editor, along with Brenda 
Schmahmann, of Public Art in South 
Africa: Bronze Warriors and Plastic 
Presidents (Indiana University Press, 
2017). The book examines how South 
Africa is dealing with public art created 
during the years of apartheid, which led 
to a conference that Miller co-organized 
in Johannesburg in November 2017 ti-
tled “Troubling Histories: Public Art and 
Prejudice.” 

How does the book connect to your work 
at Wheaton?

This book is really an extension of the 
kinds of questions I have pursued in my 
classes, and it helps to focus those ques-
tions in some interesting ways. My re-
search and scholarly work has focused 
primarily on the politics of commemo-
ration, gender and national transforma-
tion (mostly in South Africa, but I’ve also 

been looking at these questions in other 
spaces, including Spain and the French 
Caribbean). I’m interested in the relation-
ship between trauma, memory and repre-
sentation by looking at memorial practic-
es—including public art—that are  
associated with political struggle. In the 
years that I have been at Wheaton, I have 
had the opportunity to design and teach a 
range of courses that foreground these is-
sues, including a First-Year Seminar class 
called “Commemorating Conflict,” which 
explores memorial practices that emerge 
after varied forms of conflict. 

What common struggles do you see 
around public art?

In the United States, recent controver-
sies, public protests and even acts of vio-
lence around statues of Confederate gen-
erals and other figures who are associat-
ed with white supremacy and racial ter-
rorism have demonstrated the relevance 
and importance of public art. Public art 

is indicative of radically different under-
standings of history, and it taps into ques-
tions about race, gender and citizenship. 
It also functions as memory and physi-
cal markers of political interests. And be-
cause public art is highly visible, it has 
a tremendous degree of power and in-
fluence. That has been the case in South 
Africa as well as in this country. 

What are the main messages you hope the 
book gets across?

We should care about the images that rep-
resent our world and our past. I want peo-
ple to realize that public art is not just 
something we pass every day and to think 
about how they engage with it and what 
it means for the place where they live. 
I would love to see them get involved in 
using their voice in terms of what kind of 
public art is being shown around them 
and to take a moment to think about what 
the images might mean to someone who is 
different from them.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Faculty

Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, professor of 
religion, wrote the essay “What’s for Dinner 
in Olam Ha-ba? Why Do We Care in Olam 
Ha-zeh?” in Olam Ha-Zeh v’olam Ha-Ba: This 
World and the World to Come in Jewish Belief 
and Practice (Studies in Jewish Civilization) 
(Purdue University Press, 2017). 

Shawn Christian, associate provost, was 
the keynote speaker at the kickoff event for 
Reading Across Rhode Island in Providence, 
R.I., on January 27. He also was a panelist 
for a conversation about the themes of the 
chosen book The Hate U Give on February 20. 

John Collins, professor of physics, co-wrote 
the articles “A Quantum Electrodynamics 
Formulation of Energy Transfer between 
Two Optically Active Ions,” published in 
the ECS Journal of Solid State Science and 
Technology in January, and “Emission 
of White-light in Cubic Y4Zr3O12:Yb3+ 
Induced By a Continuous Infrared Laser,” 
in the February issue of the Journal of 
Luminescence.

Scott Gelber, associate professor of educa-
tion, received a $10,000 grant from the 
Spencer Foundation in March to support  
archival research trips and his work on a 
book manuscript titled Grading the College: 
The History of Evaluating Teaching and 
Learning in American Higher Education.

Touba Ghadessi, associate professor of art 
history, wrote the book Portraits of Human 
Monsters in the Renaissance (Arc Humanities 
Press, 2018).

Nancy Kendrick, professor of philosophy, 
presented two lectures in March at the 
University of Minnesota—“Astell’s Serious 
Proposal in Berkeley’s Ladies Library” to phi-
losophy students and “Astell and Berkeley 
on Passive Obedience” to the Early Modern 
Interest Group.

Lisa Lebduska, professor of English, wrote 
the essay “Orca Meditation,” featured in the 
anthology Nature’s Healing Spirit: Real Life 
Stories to Nurture the Soul (Sowing Creek 
Press, 2018). 

Mark LeBlanc, professor of computer 
science, co-wrote the article “Lexos 2017: 
Building Reliable Software in Python,” with 
Cheng Zhang ’18, Weiqi Feng ’19, Emma 
Steffens ’18, Alvaro de Landaluce ’18 and 
Scott Kleinman, in the June issue of the 
Journal of Computing in Small Colleges.

Charlotte Meehan, professor of English, 
received recognition for the theater com-
pany she launched in 2012. Sleeping Weazel 
won an Elliot Norton Award from the Boston 
Theater Critics Association for outstanding 
production (in the fringe theater category) 
for James Scruggs’s “3/Fifths’ Trapped in a 
Traveling Minstrel Show” that premiered in 
November 2017.

Kent Shaw, assistant professor of English, 
received the Juniper Prize for Poetry on April 
1, from the University of Massachusetts 
Press. He also published the poems “Dear 
Mark Doty, Are You the Man I Met 10 Years 
Ago?” and “Definitions of Lucky Are Too 
Numerous” in Miracle Monocle in April. 

M. Gabriela Torres, professor of anthropol-

ogy, wrote the article “Violated Women, 
Reason, and Lo Político in the Imaginary of 
the Guatemalan Nation,” published in the 
Bulletin of Latin American Research in March. 
She also wrote the chapter “State Violence,” 
in the book Cambridge Handbook of Social 
Problems, which was edited by Javier 
Treviño, professor of sociology (Cambridge 
University Press, 2018).

Alumni

Ana Brenescoto ’15 was honored as a young 
trailblazer in May in the Sun Chronicle’s 
(Attleboro, Mass.) list of  20 Under 40 com-
munity rising stars for her work as a mentor 
center coordinator at On Common Ground.

Joan Makechnie Diver ’65, former direc-
tor of the Hyams Foundation in Boston, 
published her first book When Spirit Calls: A 
Healing Odyssey (Monkfish Book Publishing, 
2018).

Derron  Wallace ’07, an assistant professor 
of education and sociology at Brandeis 
University, received the Emerging Scholar 
Award from the African Diaspora Special 
Interest Group of the Comparative and 
International Education Society. He 
also received the Best Paper Award in 
International Education from the American 
Educational Research Association for his 
paper “Negotiating Girls’ Empowerment: 
Models of Assertive and Subversive 
Resistance in Rwanda’s Only Inclusive 
School.” 

Online extra: Professors tell 
us what they are reading this 
summer and why.
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LYONS PRIDE

Diving into my work
I am a professional underwater photog-
rapher specializing in Olympic synchro-
nized swimmers. My work has taken me 
all over the world, including to Budapest, 
Hungary, last summer, as the official 
photographer for Synchro Canada at the 
FINA World Championships; and Rio, as 
an official photographer for Team USA. 
Next year, I again will be photographing 
synchronized swimming at the 2019 
FINA World Championships in Gwangju, 
South Korea, and then the 2020 Olympic 
Games in Tokyo, Japan. 

The success I have found in my niche 
would not have been possible if it 
weren’t for my time at Wheaton. I was 
a studio art and art history major as 
well as a member of the synchronized 

swimming team all four 
years. I spent spring 
semester of my junior 
year studying abroad in 
Florence, Italy, where I 
first picked up a camera. 
Returning to Wheaton, 
I immediately turned 
my lens toward syn-
chronized swimming, 
and soon found myself 
experimenting with 
abstracting figures in 
the water, shooting down into the pool 
from the three-meter springboard.

After Wheaton, I spent a year at the 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, where I began taking my 

camera underwater 
and explored the 
narrative of Alice in 
Wonderland as a stand-
in for my own search 
for identity as a young 
woman. Eventually my 
work broke free of any 
narrative structure as 
I pursued an M.F.A. at 
the San Francisco Art 
Institute.

Currently, I am pri-
marily working on shoots with several 
countries across Europe and continuing 
my relationship with USA Synchro as an 
official photographer.

—Elizabeth “Liz” Corman ’07

Wheaton synchro team, in 2017, from left: Savannah Cornelius ’20, Elizabeth Pugliese ’20, Margy Mackin ’19, Emma Stump ’20, Emma Willing ’17, Emmeli 
Gordon ’17 and Maxie Zimmerman ’20, who this summer accompanied the photographer as an assistant at the 2018 Synchro America Open 

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH “LIZ “ CORMAN ’07
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Above, 2016 
USA National 
Synchronized 
Swimming Team; 
left, Beth Percy 
Nelson ’04 and Sarah 
Podles
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CAMPUS SCENE

Fresh Check Day
Counseling and Health Services sponsored Fresh 
Check Day in February, which promotes mental 
health and suicide prevention through interactive 
booths, fun activities, the sharing of information 
about campus resources and open dialogue. 

Career 
fair
Students have many 
opportunities to find 
out about experiential 
learning and employ-
ment, including at the 
career resource fair held 
in March in Balfour-
Hood. 

MLK awards
In February, the third annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Legacy Awards honored Associate 
Professor of History Dolita Cathcart and 
Musa Ali ’18 for their contributions to com-
bating discrimination on and off campus.

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

Careers, celebrating, checking in…

KEITH NORDSTROM



The Balfour-Hood Center became a lively 
cultural exchange venue in March as the 
community gathered for the International Bazaar, 
which celebrates the diversity of the student 
population. The event was sponsored by the 
Global Leadership Development Group.

…Going global 
SANDY COLEMAN

SANDY COLEMAN

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Risky business
Elaine Dezenski’s career focuses on 
transparency, governance, global security

By Andrew Faught

At 6 years old, Elaine Dezenski ’92 received the 
book All About Me from her mom. In it, young 
readers are asked to write about themselves and 
their aspirations.

“For the question about what I wanted to be 
when I grew up, I wrote, ‘What is politics?’” 
Dezenski recalls. “Apparently, I was already 
thinking about government, or maybe being a 
politician. I was already thinking about service. 
I’ve always been driven by a mission to serve.”

Four decades later, she has held prom-
inent positions steeped in politics and 
government—including working for the 
Department of Homeland Security and 
Interpol, and founding her own firm to 
help organizations understand and man-
age their exposure to a range of global  
security-related risks. 

Most recently, during the 2017–18 aca-
demic year, she held a joint appointment 
at Yale University, as Senior Fellow at the 
prestigious Jackson Institute for Global 
Affairs and Mars Visiting Lecturer of 
Business Ethics in the Ethics, Politics and 
Economics undergraduate program. She 
taught an undergraduate course titled 
“Corruption, Governance and Reform.” 

For Dezenski, who majored in inter-
national relations at Wheaton and has 
a master’s degree in public policy from 
Georgetown University, teaching repre-
sents service in a new vein. 

From January to early May, in a 

conference-style classroom in the Wall 
Street Building at Yale, she focused on  
inspiring her 20 students to be diligent 
in the pursuit of transparency and un-
derstanding global corruption risks as 
they learned about kleptocracies (govern-
ments with corrupt leaders); the financial 
crime risks facing the global financial sys-
tem; and what she describes as the role of 
advanced economies—such as the United 
States and the United Kingdom—in facili-
tating illicit financial flows. 

“These students will end up with im-
portant leadership roles, whether in gov-
ernment, civil society or the private sec-
tor. They need to know how the sys-
tem works. I’m trying to help effectuate 
change through the next generation of 
leaders,” says Dezenski, founder and CEO 
of LumiRisk.

LumiRisk advises governments, corpora-
tions and nonprofits on issues that include 
financial integrity, anti-corruption, border 

security, immigration and supply-chain 
risk—all components in global terrorism. 
(The firm’s name is about “bringing trans-
parency into opaque spaces,” she says.)

“If I can help students understand and 
detect risks around corruption and gov-
ernance,” Dezenski asserts, “they’ll be 
able to make better decisions about how 
they’re going to work within systems or 
try to change systems for the better.”

The Yale Fellows program was launched 
in 2010 and is designed to offer stu-
dents real-world perspectives on real-
world challenges. Dezenski was among 
17 fellows for 2017–18, including former 
Secretary of State John Kerry, former U.S. 
Sen. Russell Feingold (D-Wis.) and New 
York Times columnist David Brooks. 

Fellows are selected because of their 
work as distinguished practitioners who 
tackle pressing global challenges through 
teaching, research and international dia-
logue. “They’re valuable mentors who are 
accessible to students both in and outside 
of the classroom,” says James Levinsohn, 
director of the Jackson Institute for 
Global Affairs.

Dezenski’s wide-ranging international ex-
perience holding executive leadership posi-
tions, including being a senior advisor to the 
Financial Integrity Network and an adviso-
ry board member of the Center on Sanctions 
and Illicit Finance, make her a particularly 
good fit right now to lend her expertise. 

Around the globe, nearly one in four 
people say they’ve paid a bribe in the past 
12 months while accessing public services, 
according to Transparency International, 
a nonprofit that works with governments, 
businesses and citizens to stop govern-
ment and corporate abuses of power.
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For Verónica Ortiz, a Branford College 
senior who was taking part in the Yale 
Visiting International Student Program, 
Dezenski’s course was illuminating.

“What stuck with me the most is that, 
even though the concept of corruption re-
mains ambiguous— specifically regard-
ing the distinct criminal codes and do-
mestic norms—the solutions to prevent it 
and avoid it are not so far to achieve,” says 
Ortiz, a native of Mexico who hopes to 

work at the Mexican Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. “Professor Dezenski emphasized 
the importance of being creative and crit-
ical when it comes to designing solutions 
or proposals to fight corruption.”

Added Metincan Suran, a Yale junior 
majoring in global affairs: “It was invalu-
able for me to hear her advice on how to 
espouse integrity and honesty in profes-
sional situations where the system forces 
people to become corrupt.” 

“For me, the liberal arts 
education was absolutely 

perfect. I look at it as earning 
a license to learn. It opens 

the door to something else. 
That’s really what I wanted 

from my experience at 
Wheaton.”

PHOTOS BY HAROLD SHAPIRO
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Dezenski also pulled in 
other perspectives by invit-
ing guest speakers to give 
students a broader view.

Among them was Thomas 
Sanderson ’92, co-found-
er of the Transnational 
Threats Project at the 
Center for Strategic and 
International Studies think 
tank in Washington, D.C. 
The project focuses on the threat and evo-
lution of terrorist, insurgent and criminal 
networks. 

In 2010, he and Dezenski established 
the Wheaton Global Security Fellowship, 
which allows incoming juniors and gradu-
ating seniors to travel abroad in the sum-
mer to research sustainable  
approaches to homeland security and 
transnational threats.

“Elaine is very thorough in her work. 
She has built for herself a reputation for 
quality in analysis, and an ability to gener-
ate policy,” Sanderson notes.

Learning to open doors 

Dezenski’s international passions started 
at a young age. She took her first French 
language classes at age 10. Her interests 
grew at Wheaton, which she chose for its 
East Coast locale (“I was looking for an 
experience outside the Midwest. I want-
ed a liberal arts experience and I want-
ed to stretch. Wheaton gave me that 
opportunity.”)

She majored in international relations 
because she didn’t want to choose be-
tween economics, politics and history. 

“I wanted all of it, and internation-
al relations was a nice way to get that 
broad-based foundation on which I 
could build,” Dezenski says. “For me, 
the liberal arts education was absolute-
ly perfect. I look at it as earning a license 
to learn. It opens the door to something 
else. That’s really what I wanted from 
my experience at Wheaton.”

After graduating from Wheaton, 
Dezenski first worked in the private 
sector. With the help of the late Jerry 
Murphy, who taught political science at 
the college for 41 years, she landed an in-
ternship in Washington, D.C., with the 
German industrial giant Siemens. There 
she did research that supported the com-
pany’s government affairs office. 

The internship turned into a full-time 
job for eight years as manager of mar-
keting and government affairs for the 
company’s transportation division. 
She also helped the division set up its 
Washington, D.C., office, building rela-
tionships on Capitol Hill and with indus-
try associations.

“I owe Jerry so much in terms of the tra-
jectory of my career,” Dezenski says. “In 
addition to his professional network and 
expertise, he had such a strong founda-
tion of integrity, and it set him apart in 
how he performed his job—especially in 
Washington. It’s a testimony to Wheaton 
that he was affiliated with the college for 
so long. He helped many students along 
the way, and I couldn’t have asked for a 
better mentor and role model at such an 
early point in my career.”

A pivotal moment and a deeper 
commitment

From Siemens she went on to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation and U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, where 
she had various senior leadership roles re-
lated to policy development and security. 

The work took on deeper 
meaning after the unthink-
able happened on Sept. 11, 
2001.  

The 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks shattered illusions 
that America was immune 
from such horrors. That 
morning Dezenski was on 
loan from the Department 
of Transportation, work-

ing for former Rep. Sherwood Boehlert (R-
N.Y.), when jetliners flew into the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon. 

“It was surreal,” says Dezenski, who re-
called the absolute chaos of trying to get 
home to Alexandria, Va., with the trans-
portation networks nearly shut down and 
the shock of seeing the smoke and ruin at 
the Pentagon. “Experiencing 9/11 was, for 
me, a profound moment of disbelief and 
shock.”

And something more: “It solidified my 
call to public service in a way that I could 
never have imagined,” she adds. 

In the aftermath of the attacks, 
Dezenski found herself recruited into the 
newly formed Transportation Security 
Administration, where she helped devel-
op 40 recommendations for how to bet-
ter process the tens of millions of tons 
of cargo that are transported each year 
on commercial aircraft. She also led out-
reach efforts to the global shipping com-
munity, toward establishing regulations 
to support the Maritime Transportation 
Security Act.

By the time she left the Department of 
Homeland Security, Dezenski had risen to 
deputy and acting assistant secretary for 
policy development.

“It was a crazy period. We had no play-
book to build this new department, but it 
gave us space to be quite entrepreneur-
ial in policy development, at least in the 
early days,” she says. “I tried to transform 
my own profound sense of loss after the 
attacks into a chance to give something 
back, to try to build something to serve 
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the American people.”
Her boss at the time, Stewart Verdery, 

assistant secretary for border and 
transportation security, recalls the 
Department of Homeland Security in 
those early, disorganized days as “kind of 
a combination of the FBI and a bad tech 
startup.” Dezenski was a clear-headed 
and organized presence, he notes.

“She has a combination of brainpow-
er and incredible people skills,” Verdery 
says. “You had a lot of stakeholders very 
nervous about what the department was 
going to do, and foreign governments 
were not used to dealing with new man-
dates on security.

“Being able to explain the rationale be-
hind new policies to a somewhat skeptical 
and nervous set of audiences really took 
a diplomat, and Elaine, in particular, was 
very good at being a competent, steady 
voice. She was a great mix of diplomacy 
and hard work.”

After leaving the Department of 
Homeland Security in 2006, she went 
to work for Cross Match Technologies, 
a leader in biometrics and identity 
management.

Two years later, she got a call from 
the secretary general at Interpol—
the International Criminal Police 
Organization, which facilitates interna-
tional police cooperation. Working from 
Lyon, France, Dezenski was director of 
Interpol’s Global Security Initiative, an ef-
fort to “help build the capacity of global 
law enforcement through new technology 
and partnerships.”

“During that time in France, I became 
quite interested in the uptick of corrup-
tion prosecutions of multinational corpo-
rations undertaken by the U.S. and other 
governments, and at the same time, the 
rise of kleptocratic regimes appearing in 
newly democratizing countries where the 
U.S. had been focused on building rule of 
law and democratic norms,” she says. “I 
wanted to dig into that a little more.” 

While the U.S. has “led the charge 
around many global anti-corruption ini-
tiatives,” more work needs to be done, 
Dezenski says. From France, she moved to 
Geneva, Switzerland, where, as senior di-
rector at the World Economic Forum, she 
helped launch a program on global risks 
and subsequently led the organization’s 

anti-corruption initiative, working with 
CEOs from multinational corporations 
to build a global agenda on transparency 
and anti-corruption.

She will continue to lend a voice on such 
issues as a lecturer during the upcoming 
academic year at Yale. 

“We need to continue to push for re-
form and demand transparency in many 
areas of governance,” she says. “People 
are tired of the way that systems work for 
certain people and not for others. It’s an 
opportunity for the next generation to do 
a bit better.”

More than 40 years after she first 
picked up All About Me, as Dezenski re-
flects on her career and aspirations, she 
says: “I’ve had a lot of opportunities in my 
life to contribute to a bigger mission, to 
something that’s more than just having a 
job. I like the process of untangling com-
plex problems and clearing a path for-
ward. When it comes to security, gover-
nance and moving toward a greater de-
gree of transparency, there are very few 
easy answers, but that doesn’t mean we 
should shy away from finding them. We 
need everyone at the table.”  
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The towering rainbow sculp-
ture “Beyond the Rain” by Maia 
Hay ’20—installed on the path in 
front of Gebbie Hall on campus— 
was not supposed to be there. It 
was meant to be placed in a near-
by Franklin, Mass., sculpture 
park months ago. 

But not everything in 
Professor Kelly Goff’s fall course 
“Public Art” went according to 
plan: The rainbow sculpture in-
stallation was delayed by a town 
permit issue and then had to 
wait for an inspection to en-
sure that it was safe to dig at its 
temporary installation site on 
campus; New England’s fin-
icky weather and a semes-
ter-away commitment de-
layed and then prevented the 
final completion of another art 
piece on campus; and the po-
lice had to get involved to solve 
the case when one student’s 
art at the sculpture park was 
mysteriously removed due to a 
misunderstanding. 

Indeed, there were many 
obstacles. But that made the 

course perfect for real-world 
learning: perfect for illustrat-
ing the power of public art in en-
gaging those who interact with 
it—especially when those in-
teractions spark conflict; per-
fect for experiencing the support 

of a team of 40 staff and faculty 
members who helped in various 
ways to make the course success-
ful; perfect for teaching problem-
solving in making what seems 
impossible possible (one student 
had to figure out how to stand 

on water to bring forth his cre-
ative vision); perfect for making 
beautiful, complicated, storied 
public sculptures across cam-
pus and beyond, as well as clar-
ifying what putting work out 
in wide-open spaces for judg-
ment and interpretation actu-
ally entails.

Here, we present (with great 
admiration) the work and com-
ments from Goff as he walks us 
through the course. 

—Sandy Coleman

Obstacle 
Navigating rainbows 
and other challenges 
in ‘Public Art’

Proposal, sketches and model 
for “Beyond the Rain” awaiting 
review by a panel of judges

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM
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course

Risk and 
responsibility 
“The sharing of art is as important as the 
making of art. Public art, in particular, is an 
especially potent facilitator of conversa-
tions within communities. It has the power 
to unite people in collective expression, to 
reflect our times and to embody in symbols 

that could be subtle or overt, the person-
al, the political, the emotional and other 
meaningful sentiments. Conversely, pub-
lic art is capable of offending, dividing and 
even physically harming persons and prop-
erty. Therefore, our ambitious endeavor 
came with great responsibility. The course 
is designed to teach ways of engaging with 
the public and public space in ways that 
are researched, intentional, sensitive and 

aware. Participants in the course, including 
myself, acknowledged and embraced a big 
unknown—the question of how work would 
be received by the communities surround-
ing it. Students accepted the risk that their 
work could be damaged or stolen and that 
they might inadvertently upset or offend 
someone, and so they proceeded with both 
excitement and caution.”

—Kelly Goff, assistant professor of art

Maia Hay ’20 paints her winning public art project “Beyond the Rain.” It was one of several projects selected by judges for installation and funding.
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In September 2017, students walked the shore of the pond together with Assistant Professor of Art Kelly Goff (center) and visiting artist Ellen Driscoll, who 
is a professor and director of studio arts at Bard College. Driscoll, whose sculptures, drawings and installations explore resource consumption and material 
lineage, was invited to critique the students’ pieces and she also presented an evening lecture in Watson Fine Arts about her public art projects.

Charlotte Middleton ’18 sews 96 handmade flower blossoms to lily pads for her “Public Art” project.
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Proposals and 
professionalism
The central project of the course taught stu-
dents how to prepare a professional quali-
ty public art proposal, complete with anno-
tated drawings, artistic renderings in 2-D and 
3-D models, project narrative and budget. 
The proposals were reviewed by a panel of 
professors (excluding Goff) and the director 
of Franklin’s sculpture park, who scored each 
proposal during several hours and selected 
winning works to be sited on campus and in 
Franklin. Students worked in teams with Goff 
to produce the semi-permanent work.

Conversations about 
controversy
Throughout the course, students looked at 
the practice of public art from many van-
tage points and through the lens of nu-
merous historical works and the work of 
contemporary practitioners, Goff notes. 
“We examined a variety of related topics, 
like how artists receive funding for their 
work, which we discussed with Elizabeth 
Keithline, the interim director of Wheaton’s 
Beard and Weil Galleries, who also man-
ages public art programs for the state of 
Rhode Island. We also discussed controver-
sies in public art like the status of American 
Confederate monuments, which were 
being hotly discussed in the media, and we 
looked at ‘Fearless Girl,’ for example, the 
bronze statue that faces off with the iconic 
Wall Street sculpture ‘Charging Bull.’”

A network of support
Many people not enrolled in the course par-
ticipated. “It was the most logistically com-
plicated course I’ve ever taught,” says Goff. 
“It not only involved the community as au-
dience and participant in defining the art-
work (as with interactive works) but also re-
lied on the community to physically make 
it all happen. I sat down recently to draft a 
thank-you note to all the friends and col-
leagues who helped make the course pos-
sible. The list quickly grew to 40 people, in-
cluding those who facilitated funding, logis-
tical and administrative support, physical 
help, panelists, invited speakers, a visiting 
artist and those with expertise in insurance, 

Associate Provost Shawn Christian served as one of several judges to select projects for installation.

Every tool in the toolbox may have been used.

public safety, environmental conservation, 
engineering and more.”

And every role played was much appreci-
ated by the students. “It was amazing hav-
ing visiting artist Ellen Driscoll come in and 
be there for our critique. It really gave me 
a different perspective that has helped me 
grow as an artist and think in ways I would 
not have before,” says Maia Hay. “To me, 
public art has always been something that 
can make a difference, even if only in one 
person’s life. If someone just looked at this 
project and thought how pretty it is and 
it made them smile, or if they sat on the 
bench to look at it and relaxed from the 
stress of the day, then my sculpture made a 
difference for them.”

A hard lesson 
The first work to be installed in the sculp-
ture park off-campus was vandalized. 
The work, titled “Leaving History,” which 
was produced by Charlotte Middleton ’18 

with peer assistance, referred to Franklin 
town history and paid homage to Benjamin 
Franklin’s gift of 116 books to the town. 
The donation led to the founding of the 
first public library in America. Middleton’s 
‘books’ were made of white weatherproof 
paper and were installed briefly in the trees 
in the park until someone misunderstood 
their purpose and disposed of the entire 
work. “The experience was upsetting for all, 
yet provided a valuable educational experi-
ence and a real-world illustration of some of 
the challenges associated with public art,” 
Goff says.

Challenge accepted
The group of students working on “Beyond 
the Rain” encountered unforeseen delays in 
installation permitting when it was discov-
ered that the planned site is part of a pro-
tected wetland. “This setback allowed us to 
preview ‘Beyond the Rain’ by Maia Hay and 
‘Trees of Life’ by Min Bae on the Wheaton 
campus this spring, while we worked dil-
igently with the Franklin Conservation 
Commission and Department of Public 
Works to participate in their process. We 
now have approval and plan to install these 
works in the sculpture park soon,” Goff 
says.

That makes Bae happy. She won a spot 
in the Franklin sculpture park for her col-
orful PVC pipe sculpture. “The idea of the 
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‘Trees of Life’ came into existence from 
the small wetland in the sculpture park,” 
says Bae. “The dying pond used to be a 
pool where swimming lessons were held. 
‘Pool’ brought up the memories of mod-
ern pools and water park slides, and that is 
where the image of pipes, which conveys 
water, came from.” 

Rising to meet a challenge of his own 
making was Nathan Domingos ’20, who cre-
ated a submerged platform that one could 
stand on to appear to be walking on water. 
“I decided to sink my project into the water 
rather than make it visible, which caused it 
to become both a tactile and visual expe-
rience (you have to stand on it in order to 
fully experience the piece, because there 
is no visible structure),” says Domingos. “It 
makes the impossible proposition of walk-
ing on water possible. In doing this, I am try-
ing to symbolically convey that the idea of 
the impossible is a matter of perspective.”

Team bench
“Softwood Seat” was created by sociology 
and studio art double major Josephine “Jo-
z” Coppinger ’20 as a functional bench and 
art sculpture designed to seat four people. 
It is the sculpture that she is most proud 
of because it was selected for funding and 
creation on campus. 

She explains the effort that went into 
it: “The challenge of finishing ‘Softwood 
Seat’ was timing three busy college stu-
dents’ schedules. Much of the work that 
the bench needed required everyone being 

there. My original proposal had a wood-
burned tree in the design. However, the 
weather interfered with the timing and 
completing the design; it couldn’t be done 
in the snow. The bench was installed in 
fall 2017 and into the winter, and then I 
left second semester for the Semester in 
the City program. This made it difficult to 
find time to work on the bench while liv-
ing in Boston. When I return to campus  this 

Proposal, photo illustration and scale model of 
“Trees of Life” by Min Bae ’19

The model of “Softwood Seat” by Josephine  
“Jo-z” Coppinger ’20 with the burnished tree that 
still needs to be completed on the real version

Nathan Domingos ’20  figured out how to walk on water.
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fall, I plan to  finish the design. ... One les-
son I took away from the class is the value 
of teamwork and division of labor to con-
quer a group project. In class, we worked 
in various groups a couple times to com-
plete projects. Working together as artists 
can have major benefits for collaboration. 
However, depending on one’s compati-
bility, many challenges can also arise. The 
groups functioned differently throughout 
the class, and I certainly learned from suc-
cess and failure in group work. I will carry 
the experience of working in groups with 
me to reflect on and remember to be flexi-
ble and assertive in the right moments.”

Full-blown 
collaboration
Students in Goff’s ”Public Art” and 
Assistant Professor of Filmmaking Patrick 
Johnson’s “Production 1” courses teamed 
up to create a one-evening exhibition of 
multimedia artwork in the chapel base-
ment meeting room in November 2017. 
Large-scale sculptures made of inflated 
plastic sheeting had original film content 
projected from within and onto their sur-
faces. The project was mainly about scale 
and collaboration. Sculptors primarily han-
dled the large inflated structures and film-
makers were responsible for producing 
original content that was projected on the 
sculptures. Both components were pro-
duced within a 10-day window.  

Intriguing inflatables with moving parts and images filled the chapel basement in November 2017.

About ‘Beyond the Rain’
There are seven different arches, each one a separate color of the rainbow in order from red to violet. The opening in the arches  
ranges from 7 feet to 10 feet, growing taller by half a foot. Each arch is also placed 2 feet underground for support and safety. It is made 
out of pressure treated wood to withstand the New England weather and designed to look like metal construction beams. “I hope that my 
audience smiles when they see my piece and gains enjoyment out of walking through it. This is not meant for just one person, or group of 
people, but for everyone. I hope that in some way anyone can connect with it,” says Maia Hay ’20, a double major in studio art and political 
science.

 Go online to wheatoncollege.edu/magazine to read more about her creation.
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Now showing: Vision, 
Michael Kristy ’18 makes feature film, 
taps into all that he has learned

By Becca Manning

B efore arriving at Wheaton, Michael 
Kristy ’18 set a goal of making one 

short film each year of college and a fea-
ture film his senior year.

And that’s what he did. (Actually, he 
made eight.)

On May 7, Kristy premiered his full-
length feature film “Paint the Eyes First” 
at a showcase of student films at Weber 
Theater. It was the first feature produced 
by a Wheaton film and new media studies 
major. The movie, a drama with some 
comedic elements, tells the story of James 
(played by Kristy), a young man battling 
drug addiction who finds himself home-
less during a bitterly cold winter and is 
taken in by a young couple.

The film explores themes of family and 
friendship and attempts to put a human 
face to the very real U.S. opioid crisis, 
Kristy said.

He recruited 12 Wheaton students and 
two recent graduates to serve as actors, 
camera crew and in every other capacity, 
from costuming to scouting locations.

Most of the movie was filmed over 20 days 
during winter break, in Sandwich, Mass., 
and at the Thayer Performing Arts Center 
in Lancaster, Mass., with additional scenes 
filmed at Wheaton. The actors and crew 
packed eight pages of script into a workday 
(about twice the amount in half the time as 
a typical feature film, Kristy said).

“Production was very hard, constant 
work. We pulled some long days to get 
this project finished,” actor Brendan 
Geiger ’18 said.

Geiger, a double major in English and 
secondary education, played the role 
of Alex, the husband of Sam (played by 
Aileen Archambault ’18). He also assisted 
with props and creating promotional art 

for the film.
This was Archambault’s first time on 

a film set, and she found the experience 
both overwhelming and rewarding.

“One thing I underestimated was 
the amount of work that goes into one 
scene,” said Archambault, a double major 
in psychology and women’s and gender 
studies. “There were a lot of tough scenes, 
and being vulnerable in front of a group 
of people I was just getting to know was 
pretty scary, but that’s what being a crew 
is all about.”

Work on “Paint the Eyes First” began in 
fall 2016 when Kristy, then a junior, wrote 
the screenplay over Thanksgiving break, 
then presented it to Assistant Professor 
of Filmmaking Patrick Johnson for an 
independent study. The following spring, 
Kristy and the other actors (Geiger, 
Archambault and Michael Sadowsky ’18, 

who plays James’s brother Noah) worked 
to hone their acting skills and develop 
their characters under the guidance of 
Wheaton theater professors Stephanie 
Daniels and David Fox.

Kristy also received help from Associate 
Professor of Music in Performance Earl 
Raney, who wrote the score for the film 
and offered a location for filming after 
the two worked together on Kristy’s short 
film “The Mope.”

In fall 2017, Kristy completed pre-
production work during a senior seminar 
with Associate Professor of English 
Talitha Espiritu, who also serves as his 
academic advisor.

“The film is the culmination of 
Michael’s creative development in the 
film and new media studies major, as a 
screenwriter-filmmaker-performer and 
as a creative entrepreneur,” Espiritu said. 
“To make this film, not only did he have 
to push the limits of everything he has 
done thus far, but he also had to learn on 
his feet how to raise the funds he needed 
to complete the film and to market it on 
social media.”

Kristy completed post-production on 
the film during another independent 
study with Johnson his final semester at 
Wheaton.

“A large part of my role has been to find 
ways to integrate the film into Michael’s 
academic studies, offer script notes on 
the various drafts and support the project 
with equipment,” Johnson said. “When 
you have a student as independent and 
self-driven as Michael, you support them 
as much as they need and then get out of 
their way.”

While the project is “incredibly ambi-
tious” for an undergraduate, Johnson said 
he had full confidence in Kristy’s abilities. 
And he could easily see the educational 
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drive, collaboration

value of creating a full-length film.
“Filmmaking in general requires an 

incredibly broad range of skill sets. There 
are all the creative aspects: writing a 
script, breaking it down into visual shots, 
refining the story in editing, etc. There’s 
also the project management side; re-
cruiting crew, actors, locations, props and 
other resources. And you are constantly 
solving issues that arise, both in the 
logistics of the project and the creative 
constraints that emerge,” Johnson said. 
“The process of making a film merges 
creativity, personal expression, logistics 
and real-world problem-solving in a very 
dynamic way.”

Kristy said he started making films 
around seventh grade, drawn in first by 
the chance to be in front of the camera and 
then by the opportunity to tell stories. He 
chose Wheaton so he could focus on both 

film and computer science (his second 
major) and because it offered him the flex-
ibility and support to pursue his goals.

“If it wasn’t a liberal arts college or 
it wasn’t a college like Wheaton, where 
it’s small enough that I know the profes-
sors, I don’t think I’d be able to walk into 
Patrick’s classroom and be like, ‘Can my 
next four classes be a feature film?’ and 
have him say, ‘OK,’” Kristy said.

Though he is producing the movie in 
college, Kristy has tried to avoid labeling 
it a “student film”—seeking feedback 
online and in person that doesn’t include 
that detail.

“The biggest compliment I ever got was 
when someone said that I forgot to list 
the rest of my crew in the credits [for a 
short film], when in reality there were 
really just two people on crew,” he said. “I 
wanted to make a feature my senior year 
because I know with the caliber of talent 
at Wheaton we can make a film that can 
contend with anything.” 

Michael Kristy ‘18 (left), directs and stars in his film project, “Paint the Eyes First,” part of which was filmed on location at the Thayer Performing Arts 
Center in Lancaster, Mass., over winter break. 

KEITH NORDSTROM

Look and see
The title refers to looking at the person 
as a person first and not just an addict. 
In the film the lead character is a painter 
and the script goes something like this:

“What do you like to paint?”

“I don’t know, anything I guess.”

“Anything?” 

“I like to paint people mostly.” 

“Do you paint eyes first?” 

“What?” 

“If you paint just the eyes I can tell you 
how someone is feeling but if you paint 
just the face I have no idea...do you paint 
the eyes first?”

-Michael Kristy ’18
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Leadership  transition
New trustee board chair and Alumni 
Association president named

By Andrew Faught

Volunteering for their alma mater has become 
a way of life for two of Wheaton’s biggest 
boosters, who recently were named to key 
leadership positions at the college.

The new Board of Trustees chair is Janet 
Lindholm Lebovitz ’72, whose service to the 
college is approaching five decades; the new 
president of the Alumni Association is Joshua 
Bauchner ’95, a New York litigation attorney 
whose love for jurisprudence was influenced 
by his time at Wheaton. Giving back is a 
familiar refrain. 

“Wheaton is extremely fortunate to have 
talented and dedicated alumni like Janet and 
Josh who are ready to help guide the college 
toward achieving its goals as a top liberal arts 
college,” President Dennis M. Hanno says. “I’m 
looking forward to working with both of them 
and their colleagues to continue Wheaton’s 
amazing momentum.”

Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72

A t age 9, Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72 
spent occasional Saturdays shad-

owing her dad at the Kansas City, Kan., 
manufacturing plant he ran for household 
products giant Colgate-Palmolive. 

Off the assembly line came endless 
tubes of toothpaste, soap and bottles of 
shampoo. The sight never failed to im-
press the inquisitive youngster. 

“That experience did two things for 
me,” Lebovitz says. “It exposed me to the 
world of business, but also, my father was 
modeling for me that there was no reason 
that I couldn’t do that kind of work, too.”

And she would. After Wheaton, 
Lebovitz worked for several years before 
attending the Tuck School of Business 
at Dartmouth College and receiving her 
M.B.A. She then held positions with sev-
eral businesses before joining Citicorp, 
where she was a vice president of new 
product development in the consumer 
banking division. With a growing family, 
Lebovitz retired from corporate life and 
put her skills to work in the nonprofit 
arena, including at Wheaton. 

Now she has stepped into a new role—
this one particularly gratifying. On  
July 1, she became the chair of the 
Wheaton Board of Trustees, taking 
over the position from Nancy Pearlstine 
Conger ’67. 

Lebovitz, previously a vice chair, has 
served on the board since 2010, having 
been involved in a number of critical 
committees, including serving as chair 
of the Reach and Reputation Committee 
and, most recently, as a member of the 
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Executive Committee. She also is a long-
standing member of the Investment and 
Philanthropy committees. 

Thirty-two alumni, parents and 
friends of Wheaton serve on the Board of 
Trustees, which supports the president 
and the administration while engaging in 
meaningful discussions about strategic 
issues facing the college.

“Janet is the consummate alum and 
trustee,” says Conger, whose term ended 
June 30. “Her leadership skills are ex-
traordinary and her warmth and welcom-
ing nature make us all thrilled that she 

will be leading the board. Wheaton is in 
great hands.”

Lebovitz says she welcomes the chance 
to serve as chair.

Among the issues she hopes to tackle 
with her board colleagues is understand-
ing what the shrinking teen demographic 
means for enrollment and discussing fu-
ture fundraising strategies that consider 
nontraditional approaches and revenue 
sources. 

According to a 2017 report from the 
National Student Clearinghouse Research 
Center, enrollments at undergraduate 

colleges and universities have shrunk 
over the past five years. A decline in 
birthrates (which means fewer teenagers 
bound for college) has partly contributed 
to that.

One key to continuing the college’s 
success in drawing students lies in broad-
ening the reach to attract prospective 
students. “There’s opportunity interna-
tionally that will require us to continue 
to build Wheaton’s reputation abroad,” 
Lebovitz says. 

She also is ready to address the chal-
lenge of liberal arts colleges increasingly 

KEITH NORDSTROM
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being asked to explain their 
effectiveness to prospective 
students and their parents.

“There is much more focus 
on return on investment,” she 
says. “We have parents who 
are saying, ‘If my child is going 
to come to your school … talk 
about what they’re going to 
come away with. Are they going 
to be able to find a job or go to 
graduate school?’ Fortunately, 
Wheaton has some very power-
ful statistics in that area.” 

And there are plenty of ex-
amples of how the college has 
impacted lives, says Lebovitz, 
noting that Wheaton was a 
transformative experience in 
her own life. “It gave me the 
opportunity not only to get 
a great education but also to 
find myself as an individual, 
and develop self-confidence. 
Then I took what I’d learned at 
Wheaton and Tuck and put it 
to practical good use, first in 
the world of work and next in 
the community.”

A math and economics 
major, Lebovitz and a class-
mate were the first to earn 
an interdepartmental degree 
in the two subject areas. She 
loved math in high school, tak-
ing an extra-credit advanced 
math class “just for fun.”

She was drawn to economics 
because much of economics 
is data- and math-driven and 
it seemed like a more practi-
cal application of the theo-
retical math she learned in the 
classroom.

A quiet and serious student 
in Norton, Lebovitz never sat 
in the front row, instead ab-
sorbing the experiences from 
a distance, which gradually 
gave way as her confidence 
climbed. She grew up in 
Madison, Conn., where she 
was one of 100 students in her 

high school graduating class 
and enrolled at the college on 
the strength of its academ-
ics and because of the small 
class sizes.

“My four years at Wheaton 
gave me an opportunity to 
understand and develop what 
I brought to the table in the 
classroom,” she says. “It al-
lowed me to have my opinions 
matter. All of those things 
contributed to my sense of self 
and the feeling that there was 
value to what I brought to or-
ganizations. Wheaton ignited 
that spark for me.”

Her selection by trustee 
colleagues builds on her 47 
years of volunteer service to 
the college, starting immedi-
ately after graduation when 
she was a class fund agent. A 
friend enlisted her support 
and Lebovitz, buoyed by the 
experience, was compelled to 
continue serving the institu-
tion. She has never stopped.

“I stayed in touch with class-
mates and I stayed in touch 
with the college,” she says. 
“The satisfaction from those 
connections has only grown 
over time.”

These days Lebovitz lives 
with Peter, her husband of 
40 years, in Fairfield County, 
Conn., where she continues 
a hobby that she took up 
shortly after graduating from 
Wheaton: ice dancing.

 “Like many people, whether 
you’re a runner, a swimmer, a 
tennis player, you get hooked 
on it,” she says. For many years 
Lebovitz skated competitively, 
and she has gold medal-certi-
fication from the U.S. Figure 
Skating Association that 
speaks to her prowess. 

As for her role on the board, 
jumps and spins will not be 
required. 

Joshua Bauchner ’95

When Joshua Bauchner 
graduated from Wheaton 

in 1995, the college had a net-
work of 14,000 alumni. 

Nearly a quarter-century 
later, the total is at 18,000 and 
growing. 

As the new president of 
the Alumni Association and 
head of the Alumni Board of 
Directors, Bauchner is look-
ing to ignite new enthusiasm 
among those graduates across 
the generational divide.

He envisions social media 
playing a big role in doing so, as 
well as tailoring and targeting 
programming to fit the varied 
needs of different classes.

“We need to do more work 
toward recognizing that a 
programmatic event that 
might appeal to the Class of 
1972 is not going to appeal to 
the Class of 2002 or 2012,” he 
says. “It was a little easier back 
in the day to plan an event that 
would engage three decades 
worth of alumni, but that 
doesn’t work anymore.”

In the digital era, when alum-
ni cohorts, especially more 
recent classes, count on online 
access to stay in touch with 
their alma mater, the use of 
social channels provides a key 
opportunity to reach graduates. 

Bauchner, who will begin 
his alumni leadership role in 
the fall, says he will use social 
media as a primary tool to 
engage alumni who have lost 
touch with Wheaton. 

“We need to do a better job 
of understanding where their 
interests lie, and what they’re 
looking for from their engage-
ment with the college,” he 
says. “I’d like to see a far more 
engaged association across 
every demographic population, 
where they all feel that special 
connection to Wheaton.”

Bauchner’s volunteer 
activities run deep: he has 
been active in the New York 
City Alumni Club, and he has 
served the association as a 
class officer, vice president of 
the Alumni Board of Directors 
and as an alumni trustee from 
2008 through 2012. 

“Josh has a long history of 
dedicated service to Wheaton 
and the alumni commu-
nity,” says outgoing Alumni 
Association President Jane 
Martin ’74, whose term ends 
in October. “He understands 
deeply what makes our college 
special and what our alumni 
value most about their associa-
tion with Wheaton and with 
each other.”

Bauchner, a partner and 
co-chair of the litigation 
department at Ansell Grimm 
& Aaron, PC, practicing in 
New York and New Jersey, 
graduated cum laude with a 
political science degree. He is 
motivated by the great educa-
tion he got at Wheaton and 
the “incredible” faculty with 
whom he worked, he says. 

Now, it’s time to give back.
“I thrived at Wheaton,” he 

says. “I capitalized on oppor-
tunities that came my way, and 
I took great pleasure in them. 
Additionally, Wheaton gave 
me lifelong friends. Most of 
my adult life, in one shape or 
another, has been impacted by 
my experience at the college.”

A twist of fate brought him 
to campus in the first place. 
Growing up near New Haven, 
Conn., Bauchner says he 
wasn’t serious about academ-
ics in high school, even though 
college was on his radar. A 
guidance counselor gave him 
college materials that he 
stored in his locker. 

Returning later to the 

Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72  (continued)
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locker, “a Wheaton application 
fell out,” he recalls. Taking it 
as a sign, Bauchner completed 
the application during the 
lunch period. He ultimately 
was accepted, and he accepted 
the admission offer during the 
early-decision window. 

The opportunity felt right. 
“I fell in love with the campus 
when I visited, and I had 
a very nice interview,” he 
says. “It was a very attractive 
proposition.”

At Wheaton, Bauchner de-
veloped a relationship with the 
late Jay Goodman, professor 
of political science. Goodman 
taught legal studies courses on 
Wednesday nights, going over 
case books with students. (“It 
was a thrill,” Bauchner says, 
“and it certainly prepared me 
for going to law school a couple 
of years later.”) Bauchner got 
his law degree, magna cum 
laude, at Brooklyn Law School. 

“I called upon Dr. Goodman 
any number of times later in 
life for advice,” Bauchner says. 
“Any time I had the opportu-
nity to see him on campus, or 
when he was visiting the city, 
we always sat and talked.”

Bauchner jokes that he de-
cided he wanted to become a 
lawyer in elementary school, 
when a janitor told his parents 
that his loquaciousness made 
him a natural fit for the field. 
The law, he says, provides a 
constant opportunity to learn. 
He also is drawn to the profes-
sion for another reason. 

“I like to fight, I like to de-
bate,” he says. “I like being in 
the hot seat in front of a judge, 
having to answer questions. 
It’s the thrill of the game, pin-
ning people to the wall in a 
deposition, if appropriate.” 

These days Bauchner is 
on the leading edge of a new 
legal discipline: cannabis law. 

As New Jersey expands its 
medical marijuana program, 
Bauchner is representing 
more than a dozen clients who 
are seeking a license to run 
cannabis businesses.

He often writes about 
cannabis law and has been 
outspoken on the issue at 
many events and forums, 
including at symposia held at 
the New Jersey Performing 
Arts Center, in Newark, where 
more than 1,000 people at-
tended to hear him speak on 
the subject. 

He developed his legal acu-
men, in part, at Wheaton, 
where Bauchner, as chair 
of the Educational Council 
for the Student Government 
Association, worked with the 
Committee on Educational 
Policy, which oversees and 
develops policies concern-
ing Wheaton’s curriculum. 
The committee considers 

proposals to change programs 
and add new majors or minors. 

“I attended faculty meetings 
and represented student in-
terests,” he says. “It certainly 
enabled me to develop the 
confidence to stand up and 
formulate a compelling argu-
ment to advocate for an issue 
I believe in. It gave me a lot of 
the tools that I then took to law 
school and beyond.”

In his newest role with the 
college, Bauchner is hoping to 
give alumni a reason to nur-
ture their relationship with 
Wheaton.

“For some people, it’s stay-
ing connected with their 
classmates,” he says. “For other 
people, it’s about career oppor-
tunity or advancement. There’s 
a tremendous diversity of 
interests, and we need to figure 
out a way to engage all of those 
interests, as that benefits both 
the alumni and the college.”  

PETE BYRON



Gathering to celebrate and reflect

The campus was full of good 
cheer and conversation 

April 6–8 as alumni returned 
to campus for “Reflection and 
Renewal: Remembering Our 
Past, Shaping Our Future, A 
Celebration of Our Alumni of 
Color.” Co-chairs Oneda Horne 
’07, director of college prep 
and postsecondary services at 
Tenacity, and Associate Provost 
Shawn Christian led the 
activities in partnership with 
the Office of the President, 
which sponsored the event, 
and the Alumni Relations 
Office and director Courtney 
Shurtleff. Marcela Aguilar 
’94, Zachariah Hicks ’07 and 
Alumni Trustee Tony Laing 
’96, along with Wheaton staff 
members, were also part of the 
steering committee. Alumni 
from varied class years—1977 
to 2017—participated in 
the weekend. On Saturday, 

President Dennis M. Hanno 
(pictured below) and steering 
committee members presented 
remarks to start the day, which 
was capped off by an evening 
celebration dinner. Four were 
honored at the dinner for their 
service to Wheaton: Elaine 
Meryl Brown ’77, director of 
Savannah Film Studios at New 
York University Gallatin School 
of Individualized Study; Guy 
Foster ’94, associate professor 
of English at Bowdoin College; 
former staff member Claudia 
Bell Mathis; and Christian. A 
Sunday brunch and discussion 
about future plans wrapped up 
the weekend.

—Sandy Coleman

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NETWORK

Tony Laing ’96 (left), Elaine Meryl 
Brown ’77 and others enjoyed a trip 
through memory lane in the college 
archives, where alumni were 
invited to contribute images from 
their Wheaton experience. Above, 
Rose Weaver ’73 listens to remarks 
kicking off the weekend. 

Oneda Horne ’07 presents Associate 
Provost Shawn Christian with an 
award for service to Wheaton.

Alumni reconnected, networked with students and shared experiences and 
accomplishments during receptions and alumni-led workshops.

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM
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In the game
Sports apparel business owner plays with ideas
Mahlon Williams ’95 always had a knack 
for business. 

As a child, when money was tight, he 
and his siblings sold hats and scarves 
(that his grandmother crocheted) door to 
door and at flea markets in his hometown 
of Chapel Hill, N.C. At Wheaton, he  
majored in economics, and then built a 
successful career as a stock broker on 
Wall Street in New York City and later at 
Fidelity Investments in Boston.

Yet, despite his success, something was 
missing. 

“I was confident in my ability to hustle, 
make money and find a void in the mar-
ketplace, but I wasn’t using the creativity I 
had,” Williams said.

He briefly owned a record label, but 
although he worked with recognized tal-
ent, he felt a calling to create. Around that 
time, Williams started coming up with 
lighthearted design concepts that resonate 
with the true Boston sports fan. (A love 
of sports is in his family. His father was a 
professional football player for the Atlanta 
Falcons. Also, at Wheaton, Williams played 
on the men’s basketball team.)

With help from artists to realize his 
vision, Williams put these designs on 
clothing and did what he does best: used 
his power of persuasion to make sales. 

“I worked in a suit and tie during 
the day as a regional vice president for 

Fidelity, and by night I hit the streets in 
jeans and hooded sweatshirt hocking 
T-shirts,” he said.

I Love Boston Sports was born. As an 
entrepreneur, Williams is tapping into 
his business acumen while flexing his 
creative muscles. 

The business has found its 

customer niche, and success has fol-
lowed. Williams now has four retail 
locations in the Boston area. 

The company has provided apparel 
to Sports Authority (before it went out 
of business) and sold clothing to T.J. 
Maxx, Marshalls and Olympia Sports. 
I Love Boston Sports shirts have been 
worn on national television, including on 
“Saturday Night Live,” ESPN and “Good 
Morning America.” 

He credits courses with economics 
professors John Miller and John Gildea 
for helping him to get where he is today. 

Professor Miller taught Williams in 
“Macroeconomic Theory” and in his se-
nior seminar on economics.

“Mahlon was a passionate participant 
in our policy debates in senior seminar, 
weighing in regularly on issues from 
reforming Social Security to education 
reform to trade policy,” recalled Miller,  
who remains in touch with him.

Williams said he learned to take 
chances, creatively, at Wheaton. During 
his freshman year, he took a theater class 
with David Fox and fell in love with the-
ater and ended up minoring in it.

“Being at Wheaton was a safe environ-
ment for me to cultivate things I had an 
interest in, and incubate that fire inside 
me,” Williams said.

—Laura Pedulli

Mahlon Williams ’95 develops design ideas that 
speak to Boston sports fans and also can be 
appreciated by those who enjoy whimsical art.
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Class years ending in 4’s and 9’s are Reunion years as well as the class of 2017. Commencement/Reunion is May 17-19, 2019.

In May, Carolyn Scarpitto Warmington ’68 and husband 
Richard recreated the moment they were married 
at Wheaton—50 years later. “Same bridge, different 
weather and a bit older now!” said Carolyn.

Lisa Marie Aleman Liapopoulos ’88, director of global banking data management at Bank of America,  networks with a 
student at Wheaton's forum "Empower and Ignite," which focused on careers in STEM and finance. 

KEITH NORDSTROM

CLASS NOTES

Alumni 
recognition 
comes in 
many forms
 Do you know an 
alum who deserves 
to be recognized? 
The Alumni Board 
of Directors is 
interested in learning 
about them. Please 
share their story with 
the board at alum@
wheatoncollege.
edu or call 508-286-
8207. You can visit 
wheatoncollege.edu/
go/recognition to 
learn more.

Did you know that the historic Cole Memorial Chapel 
is available to Wheaton alumni, faculty and staff for 
weddings? For more information, contact Conference 
and Event Services at 508-286-3789.
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Professor Elita Pastra-Landis ’69 retires after a career spanning more 
than 40 years in Wheaton's Chemistry Department. She first began 
teaching as a visiting professor in 1974 and became an assistant 
professor in 1981. 

Talking point: Liza Acevedo ’15 is always on the go as New Jersey 
Gov. Phil Murphy's deputy press secretary. Read more, Page 42

KEITH NORDSTROM

Did your contact 
information change?
Report changes of address and email to Alumni Relations 
at 508-286-8207 or alum@wheatoncollege.edu.

Is your class year missing 
and you have news to 
share?
Contact us at magazine@wheatoncollege.edu and we will 
put you in touch with your class secretary.

Looking to volunteer?
Contact our Alumni Relations Office to get involved at 
508-286-8207.

For class secretaries: How 
to submit Class Notes
By email: Submit Class Notes to magazine@wheatoncol-
lege.edu. Include your class year in the subject line (e.g., 
“Class Notes, 2001.”) Also, we accept Class Notes by snail 
mail: 

Class Notes
Wheaton Magazine
Wheaton College
26 E. Main St.
Norton, MA 02766

Deadlines
Fall: July 2, 2018
Winter: Sept. 27, 2018
Spring: Jan. 9, 2019
Summer: April 4, 2019

Photos
To submit digital photos (preferred), email them as an 
attachment to magazine@wheatoncollege.edu. For full 
guidelines, visit wheatoncollege.edu/wheaton-magazine/
submitting-digital-images/. Mail photographic prints (at 
least 4x6 inches in size) to address above. Please send 
copies only; we cannot return photos.

For all photos: Please supply a brief description of the 
event and all the names and class years of the alumni in 
the picture.

Please note: The photos you send in must be sharp 
and clear. Photos that are out of focus, or that have harsh 
shadows, over-exposed areas or “red-eyed” subjects may 
not be usable. Often we receive more photos than we can 
use in any one issue. When this happens, we will select 
photos that represent a variety of class years and timely 
events.
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Reinventing the family business
Two women find success retooling their companies 
Beverlee Fatse Dacey ’75 and 
Margaret Price ’00, owners of 
their families’ businesses, are 
using a combination of hard 
work, inventive practices, cus-
tomer focus and grit to attract 
customers and bigger profits. 

Dacey took over third-gen-
eration business Amodex 
Products, which manufac-
tures stain removal products 
in Bridgeport, Conn., follow-
ing a career in academic ad-
vising. Price, meanwhile, is 
the CEO of lumberyard retail 
business Ridgefield Supply in 
Ridgefield, Conn.

Both businesses have experi-
enced rising profits as a result 
of their leadership—as well as 
recognition: Amodex received 
the Small Business Association 
Connecticut Family Business 
of the Year award and Price re-
ceived the Ridgefield Chamber 
of Commerce’s Woman of the 
Year Award (2017) and the Pro-
Sales 4 under 40 award (2015). 

After graduating from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s de-
gree in anthropology, Dacey 
had no interest in business. 
When studying for her mas-
ter’s degree in European af-
fairs at the University of 
Chicago, the dean of the busi-
ness school tried to persuade 
her to pursue an M.B.A., an 
idea she then considered 
“vulgar.” 

“He told me, 'I can see you 
in business. You should think 
about it.’ I didn’t do it. As the 
years went by, I started to 
think about that conversation. 
He saw something in me that I 
didn’t see in myself. That was 
a precursor to my trajectory,” 
she said.

When her father passed 

away in 2005, Dacey and her 
sons took over. She success-
fully led a process to rebrand 
Amodex “so we could bet-
ter focus on market channels 
we needed to break into.” The 
company moved into a new 
building, and all the old equip-
ment was updated. 

“The company went through 
a huge metamorphosis. The 
1950s business needed to be-
come a 21st-century company,” 
she said. 

One aspect of the compa-
ny would remain the same: the 
personal touch. The company 
decided against using an auto-
mated phone system. “You al-
ways get a live voice. That is 
something we felt was impor-
tant to who we are,” she said.

Price also spearheaded a 
major overhaul when she took 
over Ridgefield Supply in 2014. 
Last year, the company com-
pleted a three-year remodel, 
which included 11 new build-
ings and a new retail store, 
showroom and offices.

“It is so important that we 
provide quality products that 
they are happy with. Also, I 
stay in tune with changes in 

building code and new build-
ing science techniques,” said 
Price, adding that she spent 
two years getting her certified 
building material specialist 
designation, which few people 
manage to obtain.

Regarding her Pro-Sales 
award, Price said, “For me, 
that was a really big deal be-
cause I was the only woman 
being recognized as a ‘young’ 
person who was making 
an impact in my industry. 
Traditionally, lumberyards are 
run by white men.” 

Both alumni credit their lib-
eral arts background for their 
success. 

“My time at Wheaton 

definitely formed my ‘bull in a 
china closet’ approach to chal-
lenging my industry. I am not 
afraid to ask questions and 
dig deeper for answers,” Price 
said.

Also, she said double major-
ing in political science and in-
ternational relations allowed 
her to get involved with lob-
bying. “We do a lot of busi-
ness with Canadian and 
European manufacturers and 
mills. Having this background 
always is an advantage.”  

Dacey, who put all four of 
her children through liber-
al arts schools, said this back-
ground allows for creative 
problem solving and collabo-
ration, as well as cultivates an 
ability to think from differ-
ent perspectives. These traits 
have served her well in her en-
gagement outside of Amodex 
on a state board that manag-
es funding for manufactur-
ing innovation and workforce 
development.

“Liberal arts teaches you 
how to think. Nothing pre-
pares you better than that for 
life challenges,” she said.

— Laura Pedulli

CLASS NOTES

Pictured above is Margaret Price ’00 and below is Beverlee Fatse Dacey ’75
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Java and jobs
Alumna’s coffee shop fuels opportunities for former foster care youth
Transitioning into adulthood is difficult, 
but for youth aging out of foster care, the 
challenges can seem insurmountable.

When these individuals leave the sys-
tem at age 18, they no longer are eligible 
for support services, and often have no 
family, job or mentors to guide them on 
their path to self-sufficiency. About 40 
percent of former foster care youth expe-
rience homelessness, and one out of three 
will live in poverty.  

“No one at that age is ready to handle ev-
erything on their own,” said Lisa Miccolis 
’06.

Miccolis, a social entrepreneur, is the 
founder and executive director of The 
Monkey & The Elephant—a Philadelphia-
based coffee shop that trains former fos-
ter youth to serve as baristas while equip-
ping them with the tools they need to nav-
igate the demands of adulthood.

Miccolis, who majored in psycholo-
gy, has previous experience working with 
youth: she worked with YouthBuild—
which provides training and counseling to 
high school dropouts—as part of a course 
with John Grady, professor emeritus of so-
ciology. After college, she worked at the 
Philadelphia office of YouthBuild as an 

AmeriCorps technology instructor.
Miccolis also explored a career in pho-

tography, traveled extensively and worked 
at various coffee shops. In South Africa, 
she met a 16-year-old Zimbabwean who 
lost his refugee status and was forced to 
return to his native country. The trip back 
was dangerous, so Miccolis developed a 
pass code when communicating from afar 
to make sure he was OK. They would men-
tion their favorite animals: the monkey 
(Lisa) and the elephant (the boy) to con-
firm he was safe.

The experience culminated into a “aha” 
moment for Miccolis, who had a sudden 
inspiration to use her coffee background 
to help youth facing steep odds like her 
Zimbabwean friend in her home city of 
Philadelphia. Her idea: open up a café 
where young people aging out of foster 
care can gain work experience and much-
needed support.

After doing a few pop-up coffee shops 
around the city, she moved into a brick-
and-mortar location, and raised the fund-
ing and coordinated volunteer labor to 
open the café in 2014.

“It’s so warm and inviting. It func-
tions like a regular coffee shop; a lot of 

customers don’t know about the mission. 
It’s a fine balance. We don’t want partici-
pants to feel like they are on a stage, and 
we want people to realize what the experi-
ence means for a young person,” she said.

Over the years, more than a dozen 
people have worked paid shifts at the 
coffee shop while developing commu-
nication skills, discipline and ability to 
hold down a job. Following the experi-
ence, all of them have found jobs else-
where, including one as a supervisor at 
another coffee shop.

One participant, Jackie, describes the 
benefits of the experience: “[The program] 
has helped me learn to talk to other peo-
ple and how to communicate better. It 
also taught me how to be a good person 
all around and helped me become an even 
better employee.”

For Miccolis, her focus is continuing to 
help former foster youth—one individu-
al at a time.

“We focus on small impact, but with 
a lot of depth. We are trying to focus on 
building a really strong foundation to 
grow from,” she said.

— Laura Pedulli
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Valeria Correa ’09, organizer of a United Nations conference focused on sustainable development in the Amazon, is joined by others united to the cause.

CLASS NOTES

Sustaining the planet
Valeria Correa ’09 works at U.N. to save Ecuadorian rainforests
At Wheaton, Valeria Correa ’09 double 
majored in international relations and 
Hispanic studies.

What professors remember most about 
her is her aptitude for international re-
lations and passion for constructive dia-
logue, which are both serving her well in 
her current job as project officer with the 
United Nations in Ecuador. 

“In all of the classes she took with me, 
her perspective was an asset as she endeav-
ored to get her peers to step into the shoes 
of the other. She never let anyone forget 
that the world did not start or stop with 
the United States,” said Darlene Boroviak, 
professor emerita of political science.

Correa, originally from Ecuador, re-
ceived advanced degrees in internation-
al development and Spanish and Latin 
American literature, respectively, from 
London School of Economics and Political 
Science and New York University.

As a project officer with the United 
Nations (U.N.) Development Programme, 
an agency focused on sustainable 

development, Correa’s work involves 
balancing the needs of farmers and the 
health of the Ecuadorian rainforest—a 
crucial safeguard against climate change.

Associate Professor of Hispanic Studies 
Domingo Ledezma said it is no surprise 
that the U.N. hired her for its pivotal work 
in sustainable development.

“Valerie has a strong liberal arts educa-
tion and global experiences, has values she 
learned at Wheaton, and she knows the 
local situation and the idiosyncrasies of 
the people. All of these things made her a 
good candidate,” Professor Ledezma said.

In her role, Correa plans, manages 
and monitors environmental projects 
in Ecuador while serving as a liaison be-
tween the local government and the U.N. 
The agency’s goals to reduce deforestation 
are relatively new, but with her help, the 
U.N. has received support from Ecuador 
President Lenín Moreno.

“I have always been interested in giv-
ing back to my community and pursu-
ing activities that will have an impact on 

people’s lives,” she said of her role, which 
she began in April 2017. 

“My most proud moment so far is help-
ing to organize a workshop that the pres-
ident attended. Having his support is im-
portant as it has brought attention to 
this program and to sustainable develop-
ment,” she said. 

This past February, Ledezma traveled 
south nearly 3,000 miles to Quito, Ecuador, 
a city high in the Andean foothills known 
as the gateway to the Amazon rainforest.

During the trip, Ledezma and Gretchen 
Young, dean for the Center for Global 
Education, met with Correa over dinner 
in downtown Quito, and discovered that 
the Wheaton alumna is involved in this 
work with meaningful global significance.

As for Correa, she said she is happy to 
be home after living and studying abroad 
for more than 10 years.

“I’m happy I can promote positive 
change and bring about transformation in 
my country,” she said.

— Laura Pedulli
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Queen of the crop
Lily Calderwood 
’09 is horticulture 
professor, blueberry 
specialist
Blueberries—small, sweet and deli-
cious—are one of America’s most be-
loved fruits.

Behind their successful journey 
from farm to plate is Lily Calderwood 
’09, an assistant professor of horticul-
ture and the Cooperative Extension 
wild blueberry specialist at the 
University of Maine.

Throughout her career, Calderwood 
has gotten her hands dirty working 
with farmers to help them manage the 
challenges of growing crops (insects, 
diseases and weed pests) while eval-
uating tools and technologies to im-
prove yield with the least impact on 
the environment. 

“My philosophy for both organ-
ic and conventional farmers is to first 
use cultural and biological methods 
and pesticides as a last resort,” said 
Calderwood, who majored in biology at 
Wheaton.

In addition to working with blueber-
ry growers in Maine, she has met with 
flower growers in New York and hop, 
grain and hay producers in Vermont. 
(She received her Ph.D. in plant and 
soil science from the University of 
Vermont.) She gained these experienc-
es through land-grant universities—
universities involved in state programs 
that aim to bring research into farm-
ers’ hands.

Calderwood’s work at the University 
of Maine entails implementing inte-
grated pest management strategies for 
lowland blueberries, which are present 
throughout New England but especial-
ly Maine. 

“It’s an economically and culturally 
important crop,” she said.

As a child, Calderwood grew up 
next to an apple orchard in Harvard, 
Mass., and early on developed an in-
terest in plant biology and local food 
systems. But it wasn’t until Professor 
Scott Shumway’s “Botany” course at 
Wheaton—during which she visited 
cranberry bogs in Massachusetts—did 
she identify agriculture as her passion.

“I realized that I could make a ca-
reer out of conducting very real, ap-
plied research for farmers that would 
help farms become more sustainable,” 
Calderwood said.

Her other love is competitive run-
ning. Her experiences on Wheaton’s 
cross country and track teams contin-
ue to shape her balanced approach to 
life, she said.

Coach Marc Mangiacotti (who now is 
a coach at Harvard University) recalls 

Calderwood as “one of the most resil-
ient student-athletes that I have ever 
coached. Lily’s confidence, grit and de-
termination have led to success on the 
track, in the classroom and in life,” he 
said.

Calderwood recalls Mangiacotti’s 
words of encouragement that stayed 
with her: “It doesn’t matter who you 
run for, you will do well.”

Over the years, that simple state-
ment stuck with her, and applies to 
the hard work she puts into her career 
every day, she said.

“As a woman in science, working 
with tough New England farmers, I 
need all the confidence and humor I 
can get,” Calderwood said. 

— Laura Pedulli
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Articulating politics
Liza Acevedo ’15 is deputy press secretary for New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy
In a day in the life of Liza Acevedo ’15, deputy 
press secretary for New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy, 
anything goes.

Whether it’s organizing a news conference 
on gun safety, coordinating with reporters 
and editors who are covering the governor or 
reviewing talking points with the first lady, 
Acevedo is always on the move—smartphone in 
hand.

“In the world of com-
munications, every 
day is different. It’s a 
real whirlwind,” said 
Acevedo, who ma-
jored in economics at 
Wheaton.

A student-athlete 
on Wheaton’s softball 
team, Acevedo origi-
nally envisioned herself 
working in sports. Both 
as a high school stu-
dent and after her first 
year at Wheaton, she in-
terned with the New 
York Mets.

But at the suggestion 
of a mentor who noted 
that she might thrive in 
a government position, 
she interned the sum-
mer before her senior 
year with the Office of Congresswoman 
Yvette D. Clarke (D-N.Y.), working with 
the chief of staff and communications 
director.

The excitement of politics, and the oppor-
tunity to make a difference, won her over. 

“I fell in love with it entirely,” she said.
Around that time, Acevedo 

served as a member of the Student 
Government Association, and was its 
representative to Wheaton’s Board 
of Trustees. In this role, she devel-
oped public speaking and strategic 

communications skills she uses at work 
today, she said. 

“I’d plan a presentation, and I’d have to 
stand there, in front of the trustees, to de-
liver my remarks, answer their questions, 
and think on my feet,” she said.

Acevedo said professors Kathryn 
Tomasek and Russell Williams provid-
ed invaluable support to her while at 
Wheaton, keeping her on track when 
she grappled with the loss of her home, 
which was destroyed in Hurricane 
Sandy in 2012, and suffered other 

setbacks like the death of her grandmoth-
er from emphysema.

“She balanced the academic challenge 
of completing her major, service as a stu-
dent leader and the disruption of losing 
her family home. I have always hoped 
that she would build a career in public 
service, and in the years since gradua-
tion I have seen her experience and mo-
tivation grow each year,” said Williams, 
associate professor of economics. “She 
has a rare combination of perception, 
empathy, energy and intelligence.”

Acevedo said the trials she faced as a 
student ultimately en-
abled her to develop 
grit, an essential ingre-
dient for success in gov-
ernment communica-
tions. After Wheaton, 
Acevedo worked on 
Hillary Clinton’s pres-
idential campaign and 
as communications 
director for Michael 
Gianaris, a New York 
state senator.

Acevedo said she 
works for politi-
cians who are seek-
ing to reduce inequal-
ity through policies 
that help individu-
als and families ac-
cess housing, health 
care and a quality ed-
ucation. She also has 

been a vocal advocate for women’s rights 
and criminal justice reform. As a first-
generation college student whose mom 
worked multiple jobs to support her edu-
cation, she understands the struggles of 
middle class families to meet basic needs 
and wants to support their dreams.

“I think the field of communications is 
the best way for me to give back to com-
munities and demonstrate progressive 
values,” she said. “In politics, we can make 
a difference.”

— Laura Pedulli
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1944
Mary Staley Gilbert, 95, died on 
February 2 in Melbourne, Fla. She 
attended Wheaton. She was the 
assistant manager for Citizens 
Federal Savings Bank before 
retiring in New York.

1945
Nancy Nickerson Ryder, 95, 
a musician, died on March 26 
in Lebanon, N.H. She attended 
Wheaton. 

1947
Marion Lord Kessen passed away 
on May 24. She was a resident of 
Connecticut. Marion graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology, and earned 
her master’s degree in psychology 
from Brown University.

1949
Mary Lynch Thatcher died on 
March 5. Growing up during the 
Depression, she worked at the 
Page Belting Co. on assembly 
lines after school and during 
the summer. While neither of 
her parents had gone to college, 
her father always insisted Mary 
would go, although there was no 
financial way of sending her. She 
was offered a full scholarship to 
Wheaton, where she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in English. After 
starting as a teacher’s assistant at 
the University of Connecticut in 
1949, she met Max Thatcher. They 
married in 1950. Mary received her 
master’s degree in library science 
in her 40s from the University of 
Rhode Island. She began work-
ing as a librarian at the Wilbur 
Cross Library at the University of 
Connecticut until her retirement 
in 1990. 

1950
Barbara Bowes Durland, 89, 
died on May 11 in Bloomfield, 
Conn. She was married for 45 
years to Robert Durland until his 
death in 1995. Barbara graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in American studies. 
After she raised her family in 
Winchester, Mass., she returned 
to the workforce at MIT in 1973. 
She and her husband retired to 
Cape Cod in 1987. Barbara was a 
bit of a nomad, having moved 22 
times before landing in Bloomfield 
in 2015. She volunteered her time 
at local parishes and community 
organizations everywhere she 
lived. She enjoyed skiing, target 
shooting, camping, curling, golf-
ing, photography, bridge, cribbage, 

theater and traveling. She visited 
all 50 U.S. states and made many 
trips abroad.

Marjorie Paisner Empacher, 
88, of Marblehead, Mass., died 
on February 27. After graduating 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology, she earned 
her master’s degree from Syracuse 
University and later a doctor-
ate of education from Boston 
University. She taught reading 
in Swampscott High School. 
Marjorie became a professor in 
the Education Department at 
Salem State University, where she 
taught for more than 30 years. 
She specialized in adult literacy, 
helping countless people learn 
to read or learn to be teachers of 
reading. She also was active in the 
local community as a member of 
the Boston Yacht Club, Blue Water 
Sailing Club and the Rotary Club of 
Marblehead.

Natalie Rowland Weiss died on 
May 12. Natalie was a resident of 
Normandy Farms Estates in Blue 
Bell, Pa., at the time of her passing.

1952
Helen Tappy, 87, of Ormond 
Beach, Fla., died on Dec. 18, 2017. 
She graduated from Wheaton with 
a bachelor’s degree in French. 
Helen retired as a supervisor from 
the Volusia County Department of 
Finance in Volusia County, Fla.

1954
Lucile “Lucy” Roesler Bollman, 
of Solomons, Md., and Bronxville, 
N.Y., died on April 27. She graduat-
ed from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in history. In 1957, she mar-
ried McWilliam Bollman in Tuxedo 
Park, N.Y. They celebrated more 
than 56 years of marriage before 
his passing in 2013. They lived in 
Brazil, Japan, Korea and Indonesia 
and returned to New York in 1980. 
In 2016, Lucy left her Bronxville 
home and moved to southern 
Maryland. Lucy had a career in 
travel and participated in her 
communities’ charitable activities. 
She enjoyed her participation in 
the regional Encore singing group, 
which included a performance 
at the DAR Constitution Hall in 
Washington, D.C. Also, she was an 
active volunteer at Wheaton who 
served as class secretary for 20 
years.

Paula DiGrazia Maiberger, 
86, of Plano, Texas, died in San 
Antonio, Texas, on April 23. After 
graduating from Wheaton with a 

bachelor’s degree in English, Paula 
helped to break the glass ceiling 
as an account executive at Young 
& Rubicam and other advertising 
agencies in New York City at a 
time when Madison Avenue was 
dominated by men. She married 
William Maiberger from New 
York City and moved her family to 
Plano, Texas, where she worked 
at Merit Energy and elsewhere in 
the oil and gas industry for many 
years. 

1955
Toby Berenson Morris, 84, 
passed away in May. She graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in history. She married 
Joseph Morris and moved to 
Stamford, Conn., where Toby 
raised her family and was a vibrant 
contributor to local businesses. 

1957
Joan Karalunos Leavitt died 
on Aug. 28, 2017. She was born 
in Lawrence, Mass. Joan was 
president of her senior class 
at Wheaton, where she gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s degree in 
Spanish. After college, she spent 
much of her professional life and 
family life working and living 
overseas for nonprofit interna-
tional development organizations. 
This allowed her to visit more than 
65 countries. 

1965
Linda Dole Barber passed away 
on Aug. 12, 2017. She graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and received 
her master’s degree in education 
from the University of Southern 
Maine. Linda was a NASA 
research project coordinator 
at the University of Louisville 
in Kentucky and a member of 
Highland Baptist Church.  

1966
Deborah “Debby” Leith Nance 
died on March 4 in Beverly, Mass. 
Debby graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in history. 
She started graduate school at the 
age of 54, receiving a certificate in 
landscape design from Radcliffe, 
and went on to design gardens for 
many residences. She also was 
employed by Corliss Brothers 
Garden Center in Ipswich, Mass., 
consulting and advising many 
clients regarding their own 
gardens. Prior to becoming a 
landscape designer, she worked 
as an elementary school teacher 
and a real estate agent. She and 

Raymond Nance were married 
in 1976 and lived in New Orleans, 
Covington, La., and Leesburg, Va., 
before moving to Beverly in 1997. 

Rhona Harris Sutter, of Naples, 
Fla., died on July 5, 2017. She 
graduated from Wheaton with a 
bachelor’s degree in government. 

1968
Catherine “Cathy” Gray Crellin 
died on April 10, 2017. She attended 
Wheaton before completing her 
undergraduate degree at New York 
University. She held a master’s de-
gree in education from the College 
of St. Rose. Cathy worked for many 
years in early childhood education 
and was later employed at the 
Commission on Accreditation for 
Respiratory Care. 

1971
Marjorie Kirkpatrick Sargent, 
of Portland, Maine, died on 
March 10. After graduating from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology, she worked as a legal 
secretary for Pierce Atwood and 
Bernstein Shur. She was married 
to Leighton Sargent. 

1972
Mary “Mimi” Ogden Trotta died 
on April 18 in Woodstown, N.J. She 
was married to James Trotta. Mimi 
graduated from Wheaton with a 
bachelor’s degree in English litera-
ture. She completed her graduate 
studies at Brown University, where 
she cemented her love of literature 
and passion for education. The 
greatest joy of her life was teaching 
English at Woodbury High School 
for 30 years. After retiring from 
teaching at the high school level, 
she joined the University of 
Pennsylvania’s literacy network, 
where she devoted her time to 
professional development with 
teachers from across the country. 
She was particularly devoted to 
expanding literacy among children 
in under-resourced school 
districts. 

1974
Constance Good died on 
March 25. After graduating 
from Wheaton, Constance 
worked in high tech in Virginia 
and Massachusetts before 
returning to Vermont to live 
in Green River. Constance 
worked for the Holstein-Friesian 
Association and as a typesetter 
for American-Stratford Graphic 
Services and Pagesetters. From 
1997 on, Constance found true 
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joy being an antiques dealer and 
co-owning, with her sister, Big Al’s 
Marketplace in Claremont, N.H. 
Constance had a beautiful alto 
voice and loved to sing; she played 
piano and guitar.

Katherine Palmer Imbrie, 
65, of Barrington, R.I., died on 
March 13. After graduating from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology, Katherine began 
a career in writing at the Boston 
Museum of Science. She later 
wrote for the features depart-
ment of the Providence Journal 
for 24 years until her retirement 
in 2008. She was married to 
Frederick Stinson from 1982 until 
his death in 1995.

Patricia “Patsy” Jamison, 65, 
died in Birmingham, Ala., on 
March 17. After graduating from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree 
in government, Patsy moved to 
New York City, where she began 
working for EF Hutton. This began 
a long and successful career in 
the financial industry, which 
included working for Prudential 
Securities, 30 years with Wells 
Fargo Investments, and most 
recently, Sterne Agee, Stifel and 
INTL FCStone in Birmingham. 

1976
Janet Wojtusik Jurkiewicz, 63, of 
Farmington, Conn., died on April 
17. She graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science. She held positions 

with the State of Connecticut, The 
Hartford, Stop & Shop and Golfer’s 
Warehouse throughout her career.

1979
Alicia Merriman Bradford, 61, of 
Nantucket, Mass., died on May 12. 
She graduated from Wheaton with 
a bachelor’s degree in American 
history and literature. 

1980
Cathleen Clancy, a former 
resident of New Canaan and a 
resident of Norwalk, Conn., for 
25 years, died on May 24. She 
graduated from Wheaton with a 
bachelor’s degree in government. 
Her career spanned over 30 years 
with several major financial 
services organizations. Cathleen 
was a strong believer in women’s 
colleges and women’s education. 
She loved to travel, was an avid 
reader and loved to engage in 
spirited discussions about politics. 
She was a master at The New York 
Times crossword puzzle.

1988
Lisa Birrittieri, of Mashpee, 
Mass., passed away on April 1. She 
graduated from Wheaton with 
a bachelor’s degree in political 
science and international rela-
tions. Lisa worked full time while 
attending Northeastern University 
part time over several years, 
achieving her M.B.A. During this 
time, she worked for State Street 
Global Advisors in downtown 

Boston. With M.B.A. in hand, she 
moved to Colliers International 
USA, advancing to vice president 
of business development, and 
eventually taking her most recent 
professional position as vice 
president of capital markets at 
Cassidy Turley in Boston. She was 
a skilled water skier and a certified 
scuba diver. She was married to 
David Paparella. 

1990
Stacey Stoughton Hall, 50, died 
on March 18 in Aldie, Va. After 
graduating from Wheaton, she 
received her master’s degree in 
public communications from 
American University in 1994. 
Stacey was loyal to her upstate 
New York roots but found much 
happiness and professional 
fulfillment living in Virginia and 
the Washington, D.C., area for 
most of her adult life. Stacey will 
be remembered fondly by her 
family and many friends not only 
for her wit and keen intellect, but 
for her genuine enthusiasm for life, 
her sense of adventure and for her 
indelible strength. 

1997
Alyce Gowdy-Wright, 43, died 
on May 8. She was married to 
Mark Destler. Alyce earned her 
bachelor’s degree in anthropology 
at Wheaton and her law degree 
from Boston College Law School in 
2016. At Boston College, she earned 
the Sheila McGovern Award 

for Achievement of Personal 
Goals Under Extraordinary 
Circumstances. Alyce led count-
less labor, LGBTQ, faith-based, fair 
housing and immigration justice 
organizations and efforts in North 
Carolina, Miami, Fla., Washington, 
D.C., and Boston. She enrolled 
in law school at 38 to continue 
the fight for labor, housing and 
immigrant rights. Following 
graduation, she served as a clerk 
for Massachusetts Supreme 
Court Justice Geraldine Hines 
and then joined the firm of Nutter 
McClennen and Fish as an associ-
ate in their real estate division.

Relatives
1945 Cornelius Clark, husband of 
Patricia Steffens Clark, in March

1955 Eliezer Ereli, husband of Ruth 
Ereli, in February

1956 Robert Conner, husband 
of Ann Forsberg Conner, in 
September 2017

1964 Ronald Maxon, husband of 
Judith Niles Maxon, in May

1981 Elvira Bruno, mother of 
Rosemarie Bruno, in October 2017

1987 Jeffrey Stanclift, husband of 
Ellen Lavenson Stanclift, in March 

2001 Linda Tipping, mother of 
Christin Dematto Labelle, in June

2016 Jeffrey Stanclift, father of 
Caroline Stanclift, in March
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Encore
The 2017–2018 Wheatones had  
a bit of fun this spring recreat-
ing a photo taken by the  
Wheatones in 1961.  
Pictured:  Kate Constantine ’21, 
 J.J. Johnson ’19, Shannon 
Sullivan ’20, Blythe Owen ’19, 
Charlotte Middleton ’18, Emma 
Jarvis ’21, Hope Netolicky ’21, 
Anna DeGregorio ’19, Samantha 
Chaves ’18, Ally Copenhaver ’19, 
Emily Toma ’19, Jennifer  
Elwell ’18 and Cassandra  
Kennie ’18. Go online to see who 
is in the archival photo. 

MARION B. GEBBIE ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS



Learn how you can give for the future right now.
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3384 or 
visit giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. 
My way.

Patricia “Pat” McCarron Scagnoli ’76
Semi-retired from the health care field

Volunteer for the meal train at a Foxboro, Mass., church

Married to Henry Scagnoli Jr., for 36 years

“I was the first person from my mother’s and father’s families to attend 
college, thanks to the financial assistance I received. Wheaton taught 
me how to think critically about any subject, but more important how to 
write in a cogent and thoughtful manner. And my true, lifelong friends 
are all Wheaties from my own Class of 1976, as well as from the classes of 
1977 and 1978. We all live in Massachusetts and Rhode Island and gather 
for lunch twice a year. The college has evolved into an even more rigorous 
educational institution where students can apply their individual talents to 
obtain a world-class liberal arts education. I have included Wheaton in my 
will as a way to honor the significant impact the college has had on my life 
and continues to have on the lives of students. Through my gift bequest, I 
want to help fund scholarships for future students in financial need so they 
can have the same opportunity I was given.” 

KEITH  NORDSTROM
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Wheaton Fund volunteers
Zach and Elsy believe that education helps 
people transcend inequities. So they volunteer 
and contribute to the Wheaton Fund. He says: 

“Wheaton changes people’s lives. Everything in 
my life can be traced back to here—my closest 
friends, my mentors, even my wife! Wheaton 
has given me so much.  I owe it to those who 
came before me and will come after me to give 
back.” She says: “I hope we can inspire others 
to support scholarships and the experiences of 
students so that they can live their dreams.”

Wheaton Fund

Elsy Estevez-Hicks ’09
Charter school teacher 

Zachariah “Zach” Hicks ’07
Career advisor, student development 
coordinator

Learn more  at wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.

Your investment today inspires 
the dreams of tomorrow.
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