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BETWEEN THE LINES

A real treat

Can you tell that we like to eat?
What gave you the first clue? Was it the cake on
the cover of the magazine? Or is it this photo of me
“feeding” the Lyon during a photo shoot for the community pancake breakfast that President Dennis M.
Hanno hosts each year?
You are so smart. And we are so dedicated here
that we will go all out to provide you with the best
illustration for our stories—especially if sugar and
carbs are involved and we get to eat the art when we
are done photographing.
Our cover story provided great inspiration because of the wonderful celebrations that took place
this academic year noting many anniversaries, including the establishment of several student groups,
a theme house and the long-lasting relationship and
collaboration with the Posse Foundation, which has
resulted in many student scholars and leaders coming to Wheaton and doing great things.
Beyond marking the passage of time, the cover
story more importantly celebrates the lasting connections that students make while they are here—
with each other, with faculty and with the college.
The two feature stories by staff writer Laura Pedulli
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continue on that theme, focusing on alumni working
in the growing field of public health and the beautiful connection that now retired Professor Andrew
Howard created with his students (now alumni and
professional photographers). They exhibited work
together on campus this spring.
And the party is not over. Look forward to hearing
more about what the Alumni Association has in store
for marking its 150th anniversary. We may need to
get an office treadmill if this continues.
Bon appétit.

Kerry St. Pierre is a graduate of the Massachusetts College of Art
and Design. With a background in sculpture, painting and design, she
easily transitioned from clay and paint to sugar and food coloring. “I
love creating realistic sculptures out of sugar and chocolate and then
watching people react to me chopping it up into little pieces,” she said. “I
love that cake can be enjoyed visually and then internally when you eat it.”
St. Pierre has been creating artistic cakes for more than 15 years.

COMMENTS
Kudos on a great spring Wheaton Magazine, especially your detailed story about experiential learning at
Wheaton. Your alumni and student profiles, your stories on student-faculty partnerships all speak to the
power of Wheaton. Congratulations on capturing the
story in the voices of our insightful graduates.
—Dan Golden, the first director of the Filene Center

Thank you, Helene Butler ’83, for the very nice comments you made in the spring issue of Wheaton
Magazine about my 1942 Class Notes entry regarding my visit to campus. It brought back that very special day we had last summer. In a few weeks, our
children—this time including my son Adam, who
lives in India—will be here in Montreal for a spring
visit. I’ll share your comments with them, and
together we can relive our 2018 trip to Wheaton.
—Helen Tarshis Shapiro ’42

Wheaton , The Magazine of Wheaton College (ISSN 1068-1558), is published four times a year (winter, spring, summer and fall) by
Wheaton College and printed by Lane Press of Burlington, Vt. Periodicals postage paid at Norton, Mass., and additional mailing
offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to Wheaton College, Norton, MA 02766. Wheaton College © 2019
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Affinity for Wheaton
I spent an unforgettable day with the
Tritons during my second year on campus. The former synchronized swimming
club, now an NCAA-recognized team, held
a reunion in September 2015, to celebrate
75 years of competition. It was my
introduction to the sport’s proud history
at Wheaton and to the incredible community synchronized swimming has created.
The deep sense of
connection—mutual appreciation,
respect and friendship—was striking.
The bonds extended well beyond
contemporaries,
too; the most
Dennis M. Hanno,
senior swimmers
president
connected with
current athletes over shared experiences
and love for their sport.
The celebration impressed me a great
deal then, and that feeling has stayed with
me. In many ways, Wheaton’s synchronized swim team is special. (After all,
how many NCAA Division III sports spend
decades competing against the nation’s
top Division I schools and consistently
rank among the very best?) However,
I’ve also come to realize that the sense of
community among alumni is very much
part of the Wheaton ethos.
This year, the college hosted a number
of gatherings of alumni who shared membership in a particular club or activity—
the Gentlemen Callers 30th-anniversary
concert, the 25th anniversary of Emerson
House, and milestones for Trybe and
the Lymin’ Lyons, among others. Each
event was brimming with good feelings.
What united the participants in all the
events was their affinity for the organization in which they were involved as
students—their shared experiences and
their continued loyalty to their clubs and
to each other.
When alumni return for these gatherings and reflect on their time together,
they develop renewed appreciation for
their Wheaton experience. And they are
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Wheaton’s synchronized swimming team performed during a Tritons reunion and 75th-anniversary
celebration on campus in September 2015.

Alumni engagement strengthens
the community. This is why I
want to urge every alumna and
alumnus to connect with the
people and the organizations
that were important to their
Wheaton experience.
not the only ones who benefit. Current
students gain a great deal, too. What I
observe is that students learn something
about the history of the organization in
which they are immersed and they attain
valuable perspective on the immediate
challenges and the lasting rewards of
what they are doing.
In short, alumni engagement strengthens the community. This is why I want
to urge every alumna and alumnus to
connect with the people and the
organizations that were important to
their Wheaton experience—maybe a club
or an activity. It’s a wonderful opportunity
to reclaim a part of yourself while giving
a part of yourself to others. This is the
perfect time to do it, too. The Wheaton
College Alumni Association, which will be

celebrating its 150th anniversary during
the coming school year, was set up for this
very purpose.
During Commencement Reunion
Weekend, Wheaton Alumni Association
President Joshua Bauchner ’95 said, “I
find it fitting that the Wheaton experience begins and ends with traditions
that connect graduating seniors to
generations that have come before and
to generations to come.” Then, he challenged the more than 500 alumni attending Reunion to get involved in the college
and in the association.
It’s an important message. If you
haven’t plugged into the Wheaton network lately, please do. Your college needs
you. Wheaton would not be the institution
that it is today without the connections
that are formed among alumni and
students. Those relationships create a
worldwide network for current students
and graduates, as well as an indispensable
source of support for the institution itself.
Your involvement elevates us all.
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Exceptional investment

Wheaton named Princeton Review ‘Best Value College’
Wheaton once again has been recognized
as a “Best Value College” by The Princeton
Review in a list highlighting the nation’s
200 best institutions for academics,
affordability and career prospects.
The unranked 2019 edition of “The
Best Value Colleges: 200 Schools with
Exceptional ROI (Return on Investment) for
Your Tuition Investment” was released in
January. Results are based on institutional
data, student surveys and PayScale.com
data that looks at alumni’s starting and midcareer salaries and career social impact.
“This latest accolade from Princeton
Review supports what we already know:
4 WHEATON MAGAZINE

a Wheaton education has incredible
payback and sets students up for success
in many ways,” said Wheaton President
Dennis M. Hanno. “Our focus is on creating a learning environment that fosters
students who are prepared to develop
innovative solutions to big problems and
act on them. That prepares graduates for
success no matter what they choose to do
after Wheaton.”
According to The Princeton Review:
“Out of the 650 schools we considered on
this project, the 200 we chose as our Best
Value Colleges 2019 are, in our opinion,
truly the most exceptional in the nation at

delivering great academics, affordable cost
and great career foundations. We strongly
recommend and salute the colleges we
present here for all that they do to help
their students with need afford to attend
them while delivering an amazing college
experience that’s worth every penny.”
Wheaton also appears on The Princeton
Review list of “The Best 384 Colleges, 2019
Edition,” as well as a number of other
national lists, including the 2019 Top
40 U.S. Liberal Arts Colleges by Wall Street
Journal/Times Higher Education and
Forbes’ 2018 Top 200 Best-Loved Colleges.
—Becca Manning

Recognized for Fulbright success
Wheaton is one of
the top colleges for
students winning
Fulbright Scholarships,
according to a list
released in February by
The Chronicle of Higher
Education.

With seven students receiving
Fulbrights to study in 2018–19, Wheaton
tied for the ninth spot out of 12 in a list
of the top 46 bachelor’s degree institutions across the country for producing
Fulbrights. Wheaton also had one of the
highest success rates on the list, with
nearly half of the 15 students who applied
for a Fulbright receiving the award.
Students and recent alumni received
Fulbrights in 2018 to travel and teach in
Germany, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan,
Malaysia, the Republic of Georgia and
Taiwan. Since 2000, Wheaton students
have won 107 Fulbright Scholarships, and
more than 240 national awards overall.
“Being a top producer recognizes the
talents of our students, their desire to
be global leaders, and the tremendous
support and mentorship they receive
from their faculty and advisors
throughout their time at Wheaton,”
said Steven Viveiros, dean of advising
and academic success in Wheaton’s
Filene Center. “A year as a Fulbright
Scholar provides Wheaton students
with an edge as they pursue endeavors
in postgraduate education, research or
in their future careers.”
Many Wheaton students receive
the Fulbright English Teaching
Assistantship, which allows them to bring
a greater global awareness to their work
as future educators, Viveiros said. Others
pursue study and research opportunities,
enabling them to build on their academic
interests and develop international relationships with scholars and experts in
their respective fields.

Jasmine Clarke ’15

Joshua Dufour ’12

Bay Gammans ’18

Riley Heist ’18

Justin Gagnon ’18

Sabrina Tedeschi ’18

Brendan Geiger ’18

Emma Wynne ’18

Advisors work with students in all class
years to begin planning for Fulbright
applications and to support students
in building valuable cultural experiences throughout their Wheaton career,
Viveiros said.

“In the junior year, we actively engage
in reflection and defining how a Fulbright
would fit their future goals as we undergo
the formal application process for the
award,” he said.
—Becca Manning
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A minute with …

Rosalyn Pofcher ’19
Rosalyn Pofcher, a business and management major, is co-president of Hillel and
a captain and former treasurer of the
women’s rugby team. She has been a
resident advisor for three years. She previously worked as an events intern with
MassChallenge HealthTech, during summer 2018, and joined the MassChallenge
Global Partnerships team as an intern
in fall 2018, extending through her
winter break in January. Making matches: “MassChallenge Global Partnerships
has a particular program called Bridge
to MassChallenge that works with local
governments to develop and implement innovative new approaches that
will transform innovation economies,
streamline corporate innovation practices and help the overall startup ecosystem evolve. Currently Bridge is working
to develop the innovation ecosystem in
Thailand. Part of the program is a virtual
mentorship, matching mentors from
6 WHEATON MAGAZINE

the global MassChallenge community
to startups in Thailand. As an intern, I
helped source mentors, reached out to
them, and, once the mentors had agreed,
introduced startups and mentors and
was the point of contact for all followup.” Adapting to independence: “There
were times when I was given an overall
task to complete and told to ‘run with it.’
Being a student, we are often given lots
of instruction and, at first, I wasn’t sure
how to operate under this. But I slowly
learned that my managers wanted to see
how I adapted to work and what my ideas
were. Overall, I learned a valuable lesson
that in my future career I will be working
independent of strict directions. This
is one of the best aspects of interning
at MassChallenge, and it was a great
experience. I also built up a network of
connections.” Value in group projects: “I
quickly learned that team collaborations
are an everyday aspect of the work at

KEITH NORDSTROM

MassChallenge, so every class where I
had a team project became important,
as I understood more the importance
of collaboration. One class that helped
me to understand the global aspect of
the work I did was ‘Globalization and
Development’ with [Associate Professor
of Economics] Brenda Wyss. When I was
first getting started in my internship,
it was very helpful to understand more
background of the problems facing developing countries that the Bridge program
is working to solve.” Support system: “I
want to stay in the field of innovation and
entrepreneurship. The industry is growing rapidly and is having a greater impact
globally, as more countries are putting
more resources to innovation and support for entrepreneurship. Although I
do not believe I will be an entrepreneur
myself, there is a lot of work to be done in
order to support innovation.”
—Becca Manning

Break out
Students use
weeks ‘off’ to gain
professional skills,
experience

Every January, students make the most
out of the break from classes by gaining
career experience with funding from
Wheaton—learning more about what
they might want to do (or not do) after
graduation and building skills and professional connections in offices, labs and
KEITH NORDSTROM
workspaces all over the world.
Amanda Swanson ’19 researched peptides with Associate Professor of Chemistry Christopher Kalberg.
This year’s crop of winternship funding recipients (47 in
all) worked in a wide range of
fields, including biotechnology,
ceramics, cosmetics, education,
entrepreneurship, human
rights activism, marine biology,
marketing, medicine, museum
education, music technology,
neuroscience, political science,
real estate, robotics, television,
tutoring and more.
For several students, this
latest internship is just one
of a few they’ve had so far at
Wheaton. Others continued
the work they began over the
break while taking spring
KEITH NORDSTROM
KEVIN “JOEY” BATSON ’19
classes. All of these students
Augustus Kram Mendelsohn ’20 worked in a lab
Madeline Lahm ’19 interned with Professor of Chemistry
on campus as part of his winternship.
illustrate how experiential
Jani Benoit.
learning is an integral part of a
work with students during the internopportunities and reach out to employers.
Wheaton education.
ship application process to prepare
Most employers follow a semester
Staff at Wheaton’s Filene Center for
their resumes and cover letters, identify
calendar when posting internships, so
Academic Advising and Career Services
students often have to be proactive in
finding a winternship.
Go online to read about some of the work students did this winter:
Students receiving winternship fundAlexandra Amaral ’19, Oberlin Conservatory Xinyi Liu ’19, Wheaton College
ing are required to submit a reflection
Jeremy Holt ’20, Nosapo Inc.
Kiki Marlam ’20, Tibet House
essay after the experience, which helps
them build on what they’ve learned,
Mack Jones ’20, Victoria Mansion
Becca Miceli ’19, Abveris Antibody
both from the job and about themselves.
Augustus Kram Mendelsohn ’20, Wheaton
Isabel Pongratz ’20, Wayland Public Schools
Often, winter internships can serve as a
College
Christina Smith ’19, “The Legal Edition”
steppingstone for more in-depth summer
Julia LaBarge ’20, New England Aquarium
Amanda Swanson ’19, Wheaton College
opportunities.
Animal Care Center
—Becca Manning
Hanzhang Wang ’19, Roborock
Madeline Lahm ’19, Wheaton College
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Chemistry
on the
case
New forensic science
course meets
growing interest in
criminology

In a Mars Center for Science and
Technology lab this spring, students were
testing for gunshot residue, evaluating
unknown substances and extracting
latent fingerprints from crime scenes.
The crimes weren’t real, but the
lessons were—part of the new course,
“Forensic Chemistry and Crime Science
Analysis,” taught by Assistant Professor
of Chemistry Hilary Gaudet.
“Forensic science has always fascinated
me. I listen to true crime podcasts and
read news articles about crime, and I’ve
always watched ‘Forensic Files,’” Gaudet
said. “I think it’s really cool to see how
we apply what we use in chemistry and
organic chemistry to forensics.”
Gaudet created the class to appeal to
students outside the chemistry major
and, in particular, those with an interest
in criminology, forensics and law.
Courtney Foley ’20 is working on a
triple major in psychology, early childhood education and an independent major
in criminology. (She landed an internship
this summer with the FBI in Boston.)
“I chose to major in psychology and
criminology because I am interested in
crime, specifically violent crime, and I
want to understand the behaviors and
motives behind them,” Foley said. “This
course has made me realize how much
science is behind determining the facts
and evidence of cases.”
Emma Lenskold ’22 is creating an
independent major in forensic science,
and said the course helped her develop a
plan for her studies.
8 WHEATON MAGAZINE
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“Forensic Chemistry” taught students how to conduct a variety of tests common in the field.

“I have always been fascinated by crime
shows, and I thought it would be really
cool to analyze evidence every day as a
job,” Lenskold said.
In addition to introducing students to
the basics, “Forensic Chemistry” taught
them how to conduct a variety of tests
common in the field, such as thin-layer
chromatography, used for quick identification of unknown substances. Students
also looked at real-life case studies, such
as a 2005 murder case in Ireland, in
which experts used isotopic abundance to
pinpoint where an unknown body came
from, and ultimately identify the person.
“The students are using critical thinking and observation, as well as using lab
notebooks and documenting everything

they do when conducting lab experiments,” Gaudet said. “We talk about the
importance of these skills in terms of case
studies where, for example, procedures
weren’t properly documented when analyzing evidence and guilty verdicts were
overturned.”
Students also recorded podcasts in
which they explained one area of forensic
science, such as toxicology. Gaudet said the
project helped show students the importance of sharing science with the public.
Gaudet hopes to continue teaching the
course, and ideally to add levels.
“I had many people reaching out to me
about the course,” she said. “There’s a lot
of interest in the field.”
—Becca Manning

Wheaton students visited Papakōlea green sand beach in Hawaii last year during the final week of the domestic study away program.

JULIA COREY ’19

Humanities in action

Domestic study away courses take students to Puerto Rico, Florida
Wheaton students are gaining the opportunity to study in and experience other
U.S. cities, territories and cultures this
year through two faculty-led programs.
A short-term course in Puerto Rico in
June, led by Professor of Anthropology
M. Gabriela Torres, focused on postHurricane Maria reconstruction and
gender. A semester-long program offering
four courses in Miami scheduled for fall
2019, led by Professor of Sociology Hyun
Kim and Associate Professor of Hispanic
Studies Montserrat Pérez-Toribio, will
explore transnational activism.
These programs are part of a
broader Wheaton initiative funded by
a $500,000 Mellon Foundation grant
aimed at promoting the humanities
in education. Through a diverse range
of programs, including these new
offerings, the grant’s mission is to
strengthen, promote and defend the
humanities’ contributions to diverse
and democratic societies.
“The study away programs offer a
unique opportunity for students because

they are not simply going to another
university in another city. The students
are with Wheaton faculty and developing
what the program is going to be,” said
Nancy Kendrick, professor of philosophy
and director of the grant.
Last year, the grant funded a short-term
study away program in New York City, led
by Associate Professor of Music Delvyn
Case and Visiting Assistant Professor
of German Laura Bohn Case, and a full
semester in Hawaii, led by Professor of
Music Matthew Allen and Julie Searles,
instructor of music.
In June, students in the Puerto Rico
course conducted field research in public
health while learning about long-term
natural disaster management. Students
collaborated with local public intellectuals, activists and artists in areas impacted
by Hurricane Maria.
“Literature and art are filled with
gendered narratives of hardship, endurance, tragedy and trials of overcoming
disaster that are now strikingly present
in the lives of Puerto Ricans,” Torres said.

“Through crafting life stories in context,
the course asked students to interrogate
what lies at the core of the human will to
survive and thrive amidst hardship.”
For the Miami program, professors
Kim and Peréz-Toribio said the goal is to
link the humanities with social sciences
and to integrate academic activity with
internships and activism.
The professors are partnering with
multiple cultural and educational organizations, including The Wolfsonian in the
historic Art Deco District of South Beach,
which houses more than 180,000 books,
paintings, manuscripts, maps and furniture, as well as The Bass, a contemporary
art museum in Miami Beach.
“Our program will offer a rare
opportunity for Wheaton students to
study and experience firsthand how
‘America’ looks and feels from a southern,
coastal, tropical, peninsular city, so that
they may acquire a new understanding of
the linguistic, cultural, social and political diversity in America,” Kim said.
—Laura Pedulli
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MAIA HAY ’20

Assistant Professor of Political Science Aubrey Westfall stands in front of the Parliament building in Scotland, where she conducted research this spring.

Exploring immigration politics
With support from a Whiting Fellowship,
Assistant Professor of Political Science
Aubrey Westfall traveled to Edinburgh this
past spring to wrap up research for her
new book on Scottish immigration policies.
Titled Jock Tamson’s Bairns, the book
explores the political climate around
migration between the Scottish independence referendum in 2014 and the EU
referendum (Brexit) in 2016, as well as the
fallout from those decisions.
“This research project aims to answer
two broad questions: what encourages
Scottish politicians to perceive migration as an asset and opportunity at a
time when much of Europe and the U.K.
government views it as a liability? And,
what opportunities does the Scottish
model reveal for policymakers seeking
to transform the politics of migration in
other contexts?” Westfall said.
The book’s title comes from a colloquial
phrase used in Scotland, “We’re a’ Jock
Tamson’s bairns,” which is meant to
signify that all citizens share a common
ancestry, Westfall explained. A recent
folk song of the same title extends the
concept beyond Scotland’s borders,
10 WHEATON MAGAZINE

adding political weight to the idea by
noting that “Jock Tamson’s bairns” come
from Afghanistan, Iraq, Zimbabwe and
beyond.
“My argument in the book is that the
political elites are actually framing immigration as an essential tool for nation
building … that there may be no future
for Scotland without welcoming in these
different and diverse immigrants from all
over the world,” Westfall said.
With immigration issues dominating
headlines around the world, Westfall
said there are lessons to be learned from
Scotland.
“I think the example of Scotland and
their politics and pro-immigration stance
is something that should be interesting
and relevant to progressive forces working
within systems of restriction everywhere,”
she said. “So, for example, in the United
States, when you look at cities that are trying to decentralize policymaking to get away
from federal restrictions, this provides a
kind of model for how you can do that.”
Westfall spent four weeks in Scotland,
meeting with major immigration policy
stakeholders, writing and reviewing

materials at places such as the University
of Edinburgh.
The fellowship from the Marion and
Jasper Whiting Foundation encourages
faculty to incorporate their work into the
classroom—something Westfall does regularly. She recently led a Brexit simulation
in her “European Integration” course, and
next year she is considering teaching a class
on the politics of international migration.
Westfall also has brought students into
her work, with a series of internships
funded through Wheaton Research
Partnerships and other sources. Kaitlyn
Megathlin ’20 has worked on the book project for three semesters and students Zuzka
Czerw ’20, Will Entwisle ’21 and Zachary
Strempel ’20 also have worked closely with
Westfall, helping her transcribe and code
interviews and conduct research.
“I think seeing the research process is
valuable to students—how long it takes,
the many different steps and elements
that go into a project,” Westfall said. “It
also gives them quantifiable skills that
they can point to when an employer asks
if they have experience.”
—Becca Manning

Learning by leading
Before coming to Wheaton, Joseph Perez
’20 had not even heard of Model United
Nations (U.N.) clubs. But on April 6, there
he was, along with his Wheaton Model
U.N. team members, taking the lead on
hosting a conference that brought to
campus high school students from the
New England area for mock debate and
crisis management on global issues.
The WheaMUN Conference, which was
also hosted at Wheaton in 2017, gives high
school students the opportunity to gain
debate, research and public speaking
experience and develop policy-writing
skills within the framework of their
assigned committees. This year’s event
focused on a Pan-African Congress and a
19th century Argentina crisis committee.
“These are the skills that can help
empower students to make positive
change,” said Perez. He served as the
secretary general for the conference (the
traditional title for the lead organizer)
and worked closely with Casey Smith
’20, the co-head delegate of the Wheaton
team.
For Wheaton Model U.N. members,
organizing the conference provided an
opportunity to hone their leadership,
decision-making and collaboration skills.
Perez was responsible for coordinating
marketing, funding and logistics. “This
does not mean I have done it alone,” he
pointed out. “I worked very closely with
other Model U.N. members who were
invaluable in helping with various aspects
of this conference. I also received help
from various departments at Wheaton,
including SAIL [Office of Student
Activities, Involvement and Leadership],
Admission and Public Safety.”
Perez, a double major in economics and
political science, learned a lot about his
own leadership style and how to adjust it
when necessary.
“Organizing this conference has helped
me to improve my abilities to coordinate
a team of people to accomplish a large,
long-term project. This is the sort of thing
that I will probably face down the road in
my career,” he said. “If I were to go into
regional or city planning, putting together

ANDREW NORDSTROM

Joseph Perez ’20 and Casey Smith ’20 interact with participants of the conference on campus.

events to engage the community and
explain new ideas will be an important
part of the job. This conference can be
seen as the best practice possible for this,”
he said.
Other Wheaton Model U.N. members
helped brainstorm ideas for guest
speakers.
Smith collaborated with Perez on
all tasks to make sure the conference
went well and served as the chair for the
Argentina crisis committee. She, too,

gained invaluable experience that will be
useful in her career.
“As a future educator, I think it’s very
important that I be able to think about lesson planning, learning outcomes and what
will best benefit my students,” said Smith,
a triple major in history, secondary education and Russian studies. “This conference
allowed me to do that, as I considered what
would help these high school students get
the most out of their experience.”
—Sandy Coleman
SUMMER 2019 11
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Welcome, new photography professor
Wheaton welcomed new tenure-track
faculty member Leah Dyjak, assistant
professor of photography, in the spring
semester. She has a bachelor of fine
arts (photography) from Massachusetts
College of Art and Design and a master
of fine arts (studio art) from University
of Texas at Austin, and previously was an
assistant professor of video and photography at Winthrop University in Rock Hill,
S.C. We asked her a few questions.

Why were you drawn to teaching?

When I was young, I went to a small Polish
Catholic school in Springfield, Mass. Back
then the Felician Sisters (nuns) were still
teaching classes. Although they could be
quite intimidating at times, I was enchanted by them. These women had committed
their lives to spirituality, service work
and living in community. My great-uncle,
Father Luke, was a missionary priest overseas, so the idea to be of use and in service
was instilled in me at a very young age.
Being an educator is a way for me to pursue
my creative interests and make a positive
contribution to the world around me.

What led you to your field?

When I was around 17, I had a dream about
what to do with my life. In that dream I
realized I wanted to be a photographer.
Before work that day (I was working as a
lifeguard), I went to the mall and bought
a camera. I have been making pictures
since then. Photography was an accessible
medium, as I did not need a studio. Being a
photographer allows me to travel and meet
people outside of my day-to-day orbit.

What is your current research focus?
My current creative research is focused
on charting matter in flux and material
failures. The work often looks at the intersection of the built environment and the
natural world, such as sea walls, levees and
other spaces we construct in an attempt
to control the weather. Water, extreme
weather and the alchemical transformation of materials is a recurring theme in
my work. Through my work, I am interested in accessing the sublime and our
collective experience of climate change.
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Why did you choose Wheaton?

Wheaton’s commitment to community,
service learning and campuswide collaboration is very appealing. There is a lot of
support for students and faculty to pursue
interests.

What is the most important lesson
you learned in college?
You will never get the time back, so make
use of every moment, take every
opportunity. I learned to trust that
people—faculty and peers—sincerely
wanted to help me succeed and support
my work. I learned that art-making was a
way for me to study diverse subject matter and pursue many interests.

What do you want your students
to learn?

Trust your intuition and believe in
yourself. You are your own best teacher.

Each person has unique and important
ideas to contribute to the immediate and
extended community. Use your voice.
Listen to each other. It is essential to
learn to embrace differing perspectives
and be open to learning new things from
others, even if you might not agree. The
ability to listen and practice empathy is
imperative to personal growth and changing the world. College is the perfect place
to develop and practice these skills in a
supportive environment.

Tell us something that few people
know about you.

I have spent a lot of time driving across
country and have the American interstate
system practically memorized. I love
maps and the American West. Every time
I cross the state line I get out of my truck
and do a handstand.

PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS

Faculty
Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, professor of religion, wrote the article
“Mitzvot with the Mouth: Medieval and
Early Modern Jewish Rituals of Eating,
Reading, and Talking and their Legacy”
in the journal Historia Religionum in
2018.

of Statelessness” published in the
December 2018 issue of the journal Global Justice: Theory, Practice,
Rhetoric.
Ellen McBreen, associate professor
of art history, wrote essay entries for
Tout Matisse (Paris: Editions Robert
Laffont, 2018).

Samuel Coale, professor of English,
wrote Pursuing the Sublime in Digital
Media (Peter Lang Publishing, 2019).
His book Nathaniel Hawthorne in the
College Classroom: Contexts, Materials,
and Approaches (Edward Everett Root,
2018) has been nominated for the
2019 Teaching Literature Book Award.

Robert Morris, professor of biology, co-authored chapter 10, “Sea
Urchin Embryonic Cilia,” and chapter 19, “Exploring the Sea Urchin
Genome with Undergraduates Using
Bioinformatic Tools,” in Echinoderms:
Part A, volume 150 of the Methods in
Cell Biology journal series.

Nancy Kendrick, professor of
philosophy, co-wrote the article
“Recovering Early Modern Women
Writers: Some Tensions” published
in Metaphilosophy, with Jessica
Gordon-Roth ’04, assistant professor of philosophy at the University of
Minnesota.

Cheryl Mrozowski, professor of
dance, was elected in October 2018 as
chair of the board of trustees at Salve
Regina University in Newport, R.I.

Stephen Mathis, associate professor
of philosophy, wrote the article “The
Statist Approach to the Philosophy
of Immigration and the Problem

Kent Shaw, assistant professor
of English, wrote Too Numerous
(University of Massachusetts Press,
2019), which won the 2018 Juniper
Prize in Poetry.
A. Javier Trevino, professor of sociology, wrote Clinard and Quinney’s

Criminal Behavior Systems, revised
edition (Routledge, 2019).
Winter Jade Werner, assistant
professor of English, co-edited
Constructing Nineteenth-Century
Religion: Literary, Historical, and
Religious Studies in Dialogue (Ohio
State University Press, 2019).

Alumni
Kate Boylan ’04, Wheaton director of archives and digital initiatives,
along with Professor of Computer
Science Michael Gousie and Assistant
Professor of Museum Studies Leah
Niederstadt, co-presented “Modeling
and Viewing Three-Dimensional
Artwork” at the Responsibilities in
the Digital Age: 13th Annual Digital
Commonwealth Conference held
at the College of the Holy Cross in
Worcester, Mass., in April.
Indira Henard ’03, executive director
of the DC Rape Crisis Center, received
the Raliance Honors 2019 Community
Leader of the Year award in April in
Washington, D.C.
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Game-changer
Alex Chu ’22
champions
effort to get
larger lacrosse
helmet

Standing in the Beard Field
House one day in February,
lacrosse team member Alex
Chu ’22 was being interviewed
on camera by a Boston news
crew while another stood by
and another was on the way to
talk to him.
By day’s end, Chu had been
interviewed by numerous
reporters—between and
around a full day of classes.
Yet, he remained a good sport,
keeping his eye on his goal:
Getting a manufacturer to
make a helmet large enough for
him (and others who don’t fit
the standard dimensions) to be
able to play his beloved game.
Not everyone would be
willing to step out into the
spotlight to call attention
to such a problem. But Chu
eagerly did whatever it
took—even allowing a news
reporter to measure his head.
His willingness to put himself
through this—with support of
the Wheaton Department of
Athletics—ended up making
a difference for many other
people in the same situation
and broadening the potential
for inclusivity in the sport.
Chu finally got a helmet and
the rules for helmet certification ultimately were revised to
allow more flexibility in approving customized helmets.
“The thing that made me
want to speak toward this
issue the most was my love for
14 WHEATON MAGAZINE

SANDY COLEMAN

Standing in Beard Field House, Alex Chu ’22 was inundated with media
interviews for days while balancing his class schedule. “It was never easy
for me,” he said, “but I knew this was something that I had to do.”

the sport and knowing what
was happening was wrong,”
he said. “Something as simple
as having a custom helmet for
someone other than lacrosse
players at elite colleges is
something that I think
everyone should be able to
have access to.”
Chu, a goalie, was recruited
to play lacrosse for Wheaton.
However, he had been sitting on
the sidelines for months unable
to play or fully practice with
the team because standard
helmets don’t fit him. When
he was a standout high school
lacrosse player, a now-defunct
company had custom-made
a helmet for him. However,

the helmet was not suitable
for college games under the
certification rules of the
National Operating Committee
on Standards for Athletic
Equipment (NOCSAE).
So Chu worked with
Wheaton lacrosse coach Kyle
Hart and the Department
of Athletics staff, including
director John Sutyak ’00 and
associate director Lisa Yenush
’90, seeking a solution from
two different manufacturers
to make a custom helmet.
However, the effort didn’t
pay off until after Chu’s
predicament became national
news, thanks to an initial
interview with The Boston

Globe, which sparked a flood
of media interest—from USA
Today, Sports Illustrated and
The Toronto Sun to local NBC
and ABC affiliates and others.
Finally, on February 26,
Wheaton received a NOCSAEcertified helmet from Cascade
Maverik that will allow Chu
to compete safely, and within
NCAA guidelines and regulations. Because of Chu and
Wheaton calling attention to
this problem, NOCSAE agreed
to change its process so that

Immersed in success

RYAN COLEMAN

Lydia DaCorte ’21 named Swimmer of the Year
KEITH NORDSTROM

other custom-made helmets
can also meet and receive
certification for high school
and college play.
“The work involved was a
worthy cause and I am proud
that our men’s lacrosse coaching
staff had a role in finding a solution,” Sutyak said. “The fact that
we were able to push this issue
and eventually garner national
attention led to an adjustment in
how helmets are certified.”
Chu played in his first game
on March 3 against Johnson
& Wales, which Wheaton won
16–7.
“Nothing can describe
that feeling of finally getting
the helmet in my hands, and
actually on my head,” Chu
said. “Lacrosse was finally
being given back to me, and I
couldn’t have been happier to
be with the team celebrating
the moment.”
—Sandy Coleman
Read more online

As a first-grader learning to swim, Lydia
DaCorte ’21 didn’t even want to get into the
pool. Now, she is an award-winning studentathlete on the Wheaton swimming and
diving team.
“I was so scared to get into the water that
I clung to my dad on the bleachers while
I watched all the kids kick back and forth
with kickboards,” she recently recalled.
“Eventually I got the courage up to jump in
the pool.”
Courage, hard work and successful time
management has taken the business and
management major a long way from her
start. In February, she was named 2018–19
Swimmer of the Year by the New England
Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference
(NEWMAC) during the final ceremony of the
NEWMAC championship. As a freshman at
Wheaton, she also was named NEWMAC
Rookie of the Year.
“I feel very honored. My freshman year, I
had no idea that they even presented such
awards, so when my name was called, I
was very surprised and very confused as to
what was going on,” DaCorte said. “Being
named Swimmer of the Year is extremely
surreal, and I, again, feel very honored and
privileged to have been presented with that
award. My teammate Jenna Hayden, who
graduated last year, received this award

the two years before me, which makes this
extra special.”
At the NEWMAC championship in
Worcester, Mass., DaCorte finished first in
three individual events, taking the top spot
in the 500 freestyle (4:53.52), 400 individual
medley (4:26.78) and 1,650 free (16:58.20). She
broke the meet record in the 500 freestyle.
She also ended the championships by breaking three Wheaton school records in the
500, 1,000 and 1,650 freestyles. In March,
she competed in the NCAA Swimming and
Diving Championships in Greensboro, N.C.,
earning her second All-American honor.
In addition to being on the swimming and
diving team, DaCorte is the treasurer of the
Student Business Association and has been a
Reunion volunteer and orientation assistant.
Last summer, she had an internship with the
Friends of Acadia, a nonprofit in her hometown of Bar Harbor, Maine. She assisted with
events and fundraising, which was valuable
experience in preparing for her career goal
of becoming an event planner and someday
starting her own company.
Go online to read the whole story and find out
what she says is the secret to balancing the

pursuit of excellence in the classroom as well
as in the athletics realm .
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CAMPUS SCENE

Community pancakes

Keith Nordstrom

President Dennis M. Hanno hosted Wheaton’s annual community pancake breakfast in Emerson Dining Hall, with a crew of staff, faculty
and students volunteering to serve. Neighbors, friends and family are invited to the event each year.

Keith Nordstrom

Women in STEM
The third annual Wheaton Summit for
Women in STEM was held on April 6, and
featured student research presentations, a
panel discussion on creating community, a
discussion with four trailblazers in the fields
of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics, and a keynote talk by Paula
Johnson, president of Wellesley College.
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Shakespeare in
the Dimple
Café Theatre performed its first Shakespeare in the Dimple production, “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream,” in May. All
students are welcome to act up through
this campus club.

Art plus
math

Keith Nordstrom

Students in Professor
of Computer Science
Mark LeBlanc’s “Foundations of Computing
Theory” class joined
weaver Wanda Miglus
in Wheaton’s Fiber
Space in February for
a talk and demo of the
programmable loom.
Students had a chance
to apply their work in
matrices to crafting
algorithms for weave
patterns.

Doggone
good day

It’s always a good day when
therapy dogs show up
on campus as part of the
Spring Into Wellness week
presented by Wheaton’s
Counseling and Health Services. Co-sponsored events
promote physical, mental
and emotional health.
Keith Nordstrom
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Taking care
of the world
Alumni find their niche in public health
By Laura Pedulli
How do you build healthier
communities?
Many of our alumni know.
They are public health professionals—epidemiologists,
research analysts, health advocates, project managers, community planners—grappling
with this question daily. They
work in federal agencies, local
government, academia and even
the private sector solving critical social problems in the U.S.
and globally. They are focused
on disease prevention, removing
barriers to health care and
social services, and advocating
for effective health care policies.
Meet Nana Asare ’15, Atsuyoshi
“Atsu” Ishizumi ’12, Cecilia Kruger
’15, Nykia Leach ’17 and Rachel
Mitrovich ’04—all of whom have
carved out exciting careers in
public health. These alumni
graduated from Wheaton with
various majors, from anthropology to independent majors in
public health, but all share a
common goal of building healthier
individuals and communities
from the ground up.
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Mental health and
criminal justice
Nana Asare ’15

Research manager (Health Lab) at
University of Chicago Urban Labs
Holistic solutions to the cycle of
crime: “My work aims to identify individuals with mental illnesses, substance
use disorders and other vulnerabilities
as they are released from jail. These
individuals are given access to services
that address their health needs, decrease
their rates of recidivism and smooth
their re-entry into their communities.
Specifically, I work on the Supportive
Release Center [SRC] study. I manage a
team that surveys and collects data at
Chicago’s Cook County Jail and Cook
County Central Bond Court. Also, I manage relationships with the study’s external stakeholders, run the Institutional
Review Board protocol and handle multiple databases to ensure we have quality
data sets to measure our study outcomes.
I thrive in this role because I have a deep
sense of empathy for the people in this
study and the communities who benefit
as well. This empathy has helped me
strengthen my awareness and communication, as I must speak to the needs of
my staff and other people invested in this
work.”
Healing after incarceration: “My

Nana Asare ’15

role speaks to the need to rethink and
dismantle the prison industrial complex
because incarceration is not a solution to
crime or social issues. The health impacts
are very severe for those incarcerated
[predominantly people of color], their
families as well as their communities. My
work has given me the opportunity to be
on the front lines and to develop insights
that are useful in making decisions that
improve and protect the health of people
and communities.”

Increasing access throughout the system: “One accomplishment I’m proud of
is the recent expansion of the SRC study
to the Cook County Central Bond Court to
address the health needs of individuals
who are arrested and released on bond
for either felony or misdemeanor charges.
Previously, the study focused on people
being discharged after being jailed. After
piloting the study, we decided to enroll
people full time. We have been able to
help people impacted by the ongoing
opioid epidemic.”
The Wheaton impact: “Supplementing
my anthropology major with a public
health minor played a pivotal role in my
career. Professors M. Gabriela Torres
and Donna Kerner both helped me chart
a course that suited what I envisioned.
Their courses helped me realize that the
nuances in cultural perceptions of health
are pivotal in making adequate public
health policies. Additionally, being a
Watson Fellow gave me the opportunity
to do a project that was a testament to
my belief that public health implications
need to be considered in every policymaking decision.”
Asare holds a master’s degree in public policy
with a health science and technology focus
from the Ford School of Public Policy at the
University of Michigan.

Global health and policy
Rachel Mitrovich ’04

Senior policy associate, global
vaccines, public policy, Merck
Policy solutions for disease prevention: “At Merck, I work at the health systems level to support the implementation
of effective and sustainable immunization
programs. My daily responsibilities include
conducting policy research and analysis and supporting the development of
evidence-based strategies that can be used
at the national and global level. Because
my position has a strong research base, it
requires me to synthesize complex data
and articulate it in a digestible format to a
variety of audiences. My job requires me to
think critically and answer the ‘so what?’
questions to ensure that my work has tangible outputs and is a driver for change.”
Vaccinations for healthier, stronger
communities: “Vaccination is considered one of the greatest contributors to
public health; it has played a role in the
eradication of smallpox, lowered the global
incidence of polio and prevents millions
of deaths each year. Vaccination also has
downstream effects that provide societal
benefits, such as increased educational
attainment, reduced strain on health
care systems, increased productivity and

Rachel Mitrovich ’04, center, with field
researchers Bernie Sooli and Eric Chikwalilia in
Zambia; above, a mural in Zambia promoting
practices that make water safe to drink

global health security. My work supports
the broader mission of protecting and
improving the health of people and their
communities by focusing on the creation
of sustainable and effective vaccination
programs and ensuring access regardless
of where someone is born, who they are or
where they live.”
Connecting spheres in public health:
“What excites and inspires me most about
the field of global health is the ability to
make policy changes to improve maternal
and child health and provide equitable
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health outcomes. With the understanding
that many health problems have a linked set
of causes, the field of public health does not
confine you to one area of work. Rather, its
interconnectivity to global health security,
education, climate change, health systems,
governance and behavioral health constantly challenges you to think innovatively to
find the most appropriate solutions.”
Witnessing the saving of lives, up close:
“In 2018, I spent two months in Zambia
collecting data for my dissertation on the
acceptability of maternal immunization in
a low-resource setting. Each morning, my
study team and I would drive for hours to
reach rural outposts where women would
gather to receive health care services. They
shared stories of how their children were no
longer dying of diarrheal diseases or pneumonia since vaccines were introduced into
Zambia’s National Immunization Program.
These women recognized the value of immunization and would walk hours to a
health post to make sure their child had the
best chance of survival and living a healthy
life. Moments like these not only put your
own life into perspective, but also provide
deeper meaning for the work that you do.”
The Wheaton impact: “At Wheaton, I
learned how to be an effective researcher
and how to embrace complexity. For me,
being able to major in English while pursuing my interests in health was incredibly
important as I learned how to write clearly
and effectively. I think these are skills that

are often missed in the research field and
have been central to every position that I
have held.”
Mitrovich received her master’s in public health
from the Milken Institute School of Public
Health at George Washington University.

Global health
and medicine
Cecilia Kruger ’15

Research and development project
coordinator, Lyndra Therapeutics
Private-sector solutions for public good:
“Lyndra Therapeutics is a biotech startup
in Watertown, Mass. Our goal is to help
patients by removing the burden of daily
dosing and increasing medication compliance. Medication non-adherence has been
called a global public health epidemic and
is especially a problem in patients with
chronic illnesses. This leads to poorer health
outcomes, including increased avoidable
hospitalizations and premature deaths.”
Teamwork for a common goal:
“Promoting health and well-being while
balancing the needs of the population in
both an empathetic and cost-effective way
is a challenge that often requires an interdisciplinary team and innovative approaches. Working with others who embrace this
challenge continues to inspire me. Being at
a small company, I get to learn many new

New public health major accommodates
growing interest in profession
Wheaton has created a more direct path
to careers building healthier communities
by offering students a new public health
major as a concentration of choice in the
departments of anthropology, psychology
and sociology. It is a formal nod to the way
alumni already have used the flexibility of
their liberal arts education to build thriving
careers in the field.

“I believe that student interest in public
health has grown rapidly out of the
excitement that students get at seeing how
the lessons from their academic courses can
be directed toward solving important social
problems,” said Professor of Psychology
Michael Berg, who led efforts to establish
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the major with Professor of Anthropology M.
Gabriela Torres.
Under the approved framework, students
interested in public health can choose
to pursue the following specific majors:
anthropology in public health, psychology in
public health, and sociology in public health.

“A major focused on public health is
something typically not offered at colleges
of our size, and it is important preparation
for an exciting range of careers,” Torres said.
“Professionals in public health can pursue
anything from epigenetics and biostatistics
to community health and global health;
it really leverages the interdisciplinary
approach in the liberal arts.”

Cecilia Kruger ’15 at a company “hackathon”—
an event where colleagues collaboratively
brainstorm new ideas and develop action plans

skills. My days vary from working with
clinical trial planning, helping with grant
writing, project organization and planning,
to data analysis and presentation.”
Fighting disease, improving family
planning: “I am excited about work we are
doing to develop long-acting therapies that
provide innovative treatment options for
diseases such as HIV and malaria, which
remain major global health threats and
where adherence and ease of dosing can
truly make a difference. I am also excited
about the development of Lyndra’s novel
once-monthly oral contraceptive, which we
hope will provide a practical modern contraceptive option globally.”
The Wheaton impact: “The lessons I
learned in professors Robert Morris’s and
David Huizenga’s course ‘Applied Health
Science’ were transformative for me and
are still applicable to my work today. This
class broadened my thinking about the
intersection of medication development,
government agencies, health care systems
and public health. The practical discussions and debates in this class provided
a new lens that took me beyond a solely
academic perspective; this holistic picture
was one that I found incredibly interesting
then, and that I still reflect on a lot today.”
Kruger received her master of medical science
in public health epidemiology from Karolinska
Institutet, Sweden.

Policy and
women’s health
Nykia Leach ’17

International programs officer, Willows
International
Promoting women’s health across the
globe: “At Willows International, I support
women through programs that improve
knowledge and increase access to services
and products to help them achieve their
reproductive goals. I work in field sites in
Ghana, Tanzania, Pakistan and Turkey
monitoring and evaluating program implementation; analyzing data; designing and
updating data collection methods; and
presenting progress reports. To maximize
the reach and quality of our efforts with
cultural competency, I also often strategize
with fellow members of leadership to improve existing protocols or develop new
programs.”
Advocating for policies that empower
women: “At The Womxn Project, a nonprofit, I work part-time as a field organizing consultant. I focus on building a strong,
feminist, community-based movement that
ensures the liberties of Rhode Islanders by
using art and activism to advance education and social change. Using my public
health knowledge and experience, my
primary role is to advocate for legislation
promoting reproductive freedom in the
community and at the State House.”
Closing disparities through strategic
planning: “Public health is the field that
emboldens its academics and professionals
to see beyond acute clinical care in order
to ask the most perplexing, most telling of
questions: the ‘why’ questions. We as public health professionals identify patterns
in morbidities and mortalities and explore
disproportionately negative outcomes,
often impacting the most marginalized of
communities. We also develop evidencebased strategies for tackling these health
disparities from the root up.”
The Wheaton impact: “My liberal arts
degree has prepared me for a career in
public health. I successfully developed an
independent major in public health, wrote
and defended an honors thesis on sex education, and identified connections between
what I was learning—a skill that I have

Nykia Leach ’17 advocates for policies
supporting women’s rights at the Rhode Island
State House for The Womxn Project.

found to be the most practical of all. From
leading the Sexual Health Advocacy Group
to traveling to Ghana, how I chose to spend
my time at Wheaton, combined with the
lasting relationships cultivated, paved the
way for my success today.”
Leach received her master’s degree in public
health from Brown University.

Behavioral science and
disease prevention
Atsuyoshi “Atsu” Ishizumi ’12

Behavioral research intern, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
Targeting behavior to improve health
outcomes: “I am a behavioral research
intern at the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention in the global immunization
division in Atlanta. I’m helping to conduct
implementation research on vaccine hesitancy, which can be described as people’s
hesitant attitudes or behaviors toward
receiving vaccinations. My current work
focuses on trying to understand what can
be done to improve hepatitis-B birth dose
vaccination uptake in certain parts of Asia.
The bulk of my responsibilities involve
handling data and assisting researchers.
That requires me to use various skills,
including qualitative data analysis and
behavior theory.”
Blending anthropology and marketing: “Public health is inherently about
social good and providing value to society.
Being able to play a small part in that
process is a fulfilling experience. For me,
personally, the public health field is interdisciplinary as it allows me to tap into different skills and interests I have acquired
through my academic training and professional career, including anthropology and
marketing.”
Using marketing research to promote blood donations: “I was in India
in the summer of 2018 for a research
project looking at nutrition. Also, I was
a research intern at a social marketing
agency in Tokyo that was working on a
project for the Red Cross at the time. We
were trying to figure out ways to promote blood donation among the general
public, so I conducted some qualitative
research to help devise strategies. Both
contributed to my interest in pairing
anthropological research with health
and marketing.”
The Wheaton impact: “Wheaton played
a huge role in preparing me for this career.
All of the courses I took as part of my anthropology major curriculum equipped me
with qualitative research and writing skills
that I utilize on a daily basis. Professor M.
Gabriela Torres’s ‘Medical Anthropology’
course was a turning point for me because
what I learned in that class really ignited
my interest in applying anthropological
skills to improve people’s health.”
Ishizumi received his master of science, social
anthropology, from University of Oxford.

Atsuyoshi “Atsu” Ishizumi ’12
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Happy
Anniversary

Happy
Anniversary!

Campus community
celebrates milestones

KERRY ST. PIERRE, CAKE
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By Sandy Coleman

At Wheaton, we love
to celebrate history—
even as we watch it
in the making. This
academic year, several
events were held on
campus to allow us all
to lovingly gaze at the
passage of time and
mark many important
milestones—including the inauguration
of a new president
five years ago; the
beginning of a theme
house that became
a home for a diverse
group of students
who share a passion
for social justice; and
the establishment
of dance and music
groups that present
opportunities for
students to follow
their passions and
continue their
connections to
Wheaton and each
other as alumni. Here
are a few (not all) of
the milestones. This
deserves cake, right?

Alumni Association

The Wheaton Alumni Association began
as a way to promote mutual acquaintance
and interest among graduates as well as
an interest in the institution. It continues to provide lifelong connections to
Wheaton and to friends made here as part
of a community that reaches around the
world. This year the association is headed
toward its 150th anniversary.
At the award ceremony on May 18
during Reunion Weekend, Alumni
Association Board President Joshua
Bauchner ’95 announced a yearlong
celebration of the anniversary.
“As an alumnus of Wheaton College and
as president of the Alumni Association,
I have had the honor of hearing from

Gentlemen Callers

KEITH NORDSTROM

students, past and present, about the
ties that bind the Wheaton community,”
Bauchner told the crowd gathered in Cole
Memorial Chapel. “Alumni of every generation share common Wheaton values
and experiences—excellence, leadership,
civic engagement and, most importantly,
community.”
(Stay tuned for more information about
celebrating the milestone.)

KEITH NORDSTROM

One question: Can you sing? That’s what
then-Dean of Students Sue Alexander asked
each male student she encountered at a
meet-and-greet as Wheaton welcomed its
first co-educational class 30 years ago. The
answer “yes” eventually led to the creation of
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the all-male a cappella group
the Gentlemen Callers (GCs).
They have been serenading
the campus ever since with
everything from Kanye West
songs to Simon and Garfunkel.
Who could ever forget the
group’s signature “Cecilia”?
In March, about 60 current
and former members gathered
on the Cole chapel stage to
perform songs new and old in
celebration of the group’s 30th
anniversary. The concert also
included performances by the
Wheatones and Whims, a surprise marriage proposal and the

first presentation of the Eliza’s
Son Award, which recognizes an
alumnus who has demonstrated
exceptional commitment to the
Gentlemen Callers. This year’s
award was posthumously given
to Scott Ryan ’03 and accepted
by his family.
Two dozen Gentlemen
Callers, students and alumni
from the classes of 1992 to
2022, helped to organize the
weekend of festivities and a
reunion concert under the
leadership of the Gentlemen
Callers Alumni Union Board of
Directors. In 2017, the Alumni

Union Board of Directors, led
by president Austin Simko ’09
and vice president Alex Grover
’09, successfully completed a
five-year campaign to raise a
$100,000 endowment fund.
“As a student, I loved singing
in an a cappella group and the
connections I forged with my
fellow GCs. As an alumnus, I’ve
come to enjoy friendships with
other GCs who I turn to for
advice about work and raising a
family,” Simko said. “In a sense,
I value being a part of this
community as an alumnus even
more than I did as a student.

Time and life experience teach
you to hold onto true camaraderie and community.
“The ties that bind the GC
Alumni Union were woven
on campus. The shared
experience of being a Wheaton
student is the common
denominator for an alumni
network of men with diverse
backgrounds, talents and life
paths. We owe our union’s
formation and the durability of
our connection to each other
to the nurturing, inclusive
and intimate Wheaton
experience.”

Emerson House

Emerson Hall already had a strong
history of drawing progressive women
to live there when Lisa Weiner-Mahfuz
’94 and Heather Brown ’94 proposed
designating the dorm as one of Wheaton’s
theme houses early in their junior year.
Previously, students who wanted to live
together around a shared interest sought
space in the houses along Howard Street
and Taunton Avenue.
Brown and Weiner-Mahfuz, who was
one of the first students to develop an independent major in women’s studies (the
major was established in 1997), imagined
an expanded living-learning community
where residents shared an interest in
feminist issues. Locating that community
in Emerson would honor the legacy and
history of the space.
A close partnership of student and faculty
women worked collectively to develop the
theme residence, Weiner-Mahfuz said,
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Current students and alumni of Emerson House gathered together at Emerson Dining Hall to
celebrate the 25th anniversary in March.

providing input for the direction and
design of it, including two seniors who
were already living in Emerson at the time,
Stephanie Morgan ’93 and Rachel Lowe ’93,
the then-Dean of Students Sue Alexander,
professors Hyun Kim and Darlene Boroviak
and Provost Hannah Goldberg.
Twenty-five years later, that legacy
lives on in Emerson House—still a theme
residence, still located in the rooms above
Emerson Dining Hall, and still home to
a diverse group of nearly 30 women who

share a passion for social justice. The
house is Wheaton’s longest ongoing theme
residence.
Current and former residents gathered
to celebrate the house’s 25th anniversary
at events held March 30–31 at Wheaton.
Although the reunion included plenty
of time for catching up and making new
connections, the organizers made sure
to capitalize on the presence of former
house members. They discussed past and
current challenges, identified strategic

In February, Trybe hosted and performed in “Trybe Gala 2019: Unity” in Weber Theatre to celebrate 20 years of dancing and connection.

Trybe

Hip-hop? Bollywood? West African
fusion? Trybe, Wheaton’s multicultural
dance troupe, has it covered. Founded
by Joy Williams ’03, Cynthia Danger
’03, Fabienne Mondesir ’03 and Erika
Avendaño Shorey ’02, Trybe was formed
to encourage cultural knowledge and
respect and celebrate differences. The
group has come a long way since its
first public performance outside of Cole
chapel dancing to a Babyface song playing on a boombox.
This year, Trybe has performed in collaboration with several other groups and
at several events, including Fall Fest and
the International Bazaar.
In February, the 19-member group
hosted “Trybe Gala 2019: Unity” in Weber
Theatre to celebrate its 20 years of passion for dancing, connection and commitment to diversity, under the co-direction

goals and made a commitment to convene
an alum advisory board that will partner
directly with the house.
“For me, the house is the first time I
felt truly involved in something bigger
than myself—in something that made a
difference and increased understanding,” Brown said. “Some of my favorite
memories are of the house’s formal

of Tessa DeLuca ’19 and Sumina Regmi ’21.
The elaborate extravaganza was a collaborative affair that also showcased other
groups celebrating anniversaries.
“The most memorable moment for me
this year was definitely the Trybe gala,”
said DeLuca, a psychology major. “Sixteen
alumni came back to support us and
celebrate our 20th anniversary. We were
lucky enough to have the founders fly out
to Norton and spend time with us before
the show. It brought such an amazing
element to the gala. It’s beautiful to know

accomplishments like bringing Andrea
Dworkin [to talk about pornography and
violence against women] and the Boston
Women’s Health Collective [of Our Bodies,
Ourselves fame], to campus or the addition of a ‘Women of Color’ week within
Women’s History Month to increase visibility and learning about the unique
perspectives of women of color.”

NICKI PARDO

that they started this group with just a
boombox and now we are on our 20th year
and have an amazing high-tech show.
“I auditioned for Trybe after seeing
them perform in the freshman showcase
[WheaPerform],” she said. “The members
were smiling and just looked so happy
to be dancing together. I really wanted
that energy in my life, especially while
transitioning into college. I was so excited
when I made it.
“What I love about being a member of
Trybe is being a part of something bigger
than just a dance group. Trybe represents
diversity, unity and celebration of culture.
We also have members who have all different dance backgrounds—people who
have danced ever since they can remember and members who have never danced
before. We embrace our differences, and I
love celebrating that and bringing that to
the Wheaton community.”

Brown’s daughter, Abbie Sprague ’20,
a double major in sociology and Hispanic
studies, is currently living in Emerson
House. “Being in Emerson, I am part of
a community of intelligent and amazing
women who share a mutual support and
a mutual desire to constantly grow and
learn,” Sprague said.
—Becca Manning
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Posse

KEITH NORDSTROM

Graduating class of Posse 16, May 17, 2019

Twenty years ago, Wheaton was preparing to welcome its first cohort of Posse
Scholars. In May, those graduates
celebrated their 15th Reunion. The Posse
Foundation identifies, recruits and
trains individuals with extraordinary
leadership potential. Posse Scholars
receive full-tuition leadership scholarships, weekly faculty mentoring and other
support from Posse’s partner colleges and universities. Wheaton is one of those
partners. Stay tuned for more on Posse in a future magazine issue.

Tap Out Loud

Ashleigh Cali-Osgood ’13 and Christie
Cali-Osgood ’13 (who married last summer) started Tap Out Loud because they
wanted a group for students who were
as excited about tap dancing as they are.
Both were also members of Paraíso Latino
and eventually collaborated with the
group to help found the first Dance Fest
their senior year.
“Since we graduated, we have watched
proudly as the group continues to grow
without losing its original spirit for
positivity and friendship,” said Christie
Cali-Osgood, who recently opened her
own dance studio in Massachusetts. (See
her story on page 33.)
The nine-member group currently
is led by Christina Smith ’19, a double
major in film and new media studies and
creative writing, and Holly Salois ’19, an
English major. Both have been with Tap
Out Loud since their freshman year and
have become close friends because of it.
“Tap is an often underrepresented style
of dance, so we’re proud to run a group
that spotlights this specific, special form,”
Smith said.
Every February, Tap Out Loud performs
in Dance Fest with Paraíso Latino. As
the event for the year, dancers spend all
fall semester preparing for it. Students
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KEVIN “JOEY” BATSON ’19

The current members of Tap Out Loud perform during this year’s International Bazaar.

choreograph all the pieces and teach members. They also guest perform with other
dance groups, often collaborating with
the Wheaton College Dance Company and
S.O.L.E. in their respective showcases.
“One of my favorite recent moments was
performing at this year’s Dance Fest and
hearing the reactions of our alums, including our co-founders, in the crowd,” Smith
said. “It was so encouraging and heartwarming to feel their support firsthand.”

Lymin’ Lyons
The steel drum band is designed to bring
the essence of Trinidadian music and
culture to the campus community and to
provide a venue for students from different backgrounds to enjoy the beauty and
energy of the music.
Instructor of Music Julie Searles had the
idea for starting a steel drum band many
years before getting it off the ground with
funding support from various sources and
collaboration with students, including
Claire Anderson ’09. In March, the band

celebrated 10 years with a concert in Clark
Recreation Center, its home base.
“I really wanted to have a steel band to
diversify ensemble offerings at Wheaton
and to provide a place where people can
join in,” said Searles, who still serves as
the group’s advisor and performs with
the students. “The joy of steel band is that
you can have a beginner playing next to a
virtuoso—having a grand time and making
beautiful music together.”
Searles also offers all students a chance
to broaden their knowledge of the music.
Since January 2008, she has led eight
trips, taking students to Trinidad to
learn the history and cultural source of
steel drum music as part of her course
“Innovative Music Traditions of Trinidad
and Tobago.”
Both of the co-directors of Lymin’
Lyons, Christina DesVergnes ’19 and
Bailey DeBiase ’20, have taken the trip.
“Being in this band and going on that
trip allowed me to learn so much about a
subject that I would not have otherwise
learned about while here at Wheaton

great stress reliever, especially during finals.
Everyone just comes to Clark Rec and we
play pan and hang out.”
One of DesVergnes’s favorite moments
with the group (standing barefoot in the
snow after a performance) is captured in a
photo that she displays in her dorm room.

Paraíso Latino

KEITH NORDSTROM

Christina DesVergnes ’19 and the Lymin’ Lyons
play during Welcome To Wheaton Day 2018

since my majors are psychology and
studio art,” DeBiase said.
DesVergnes, a music major who described the Trinidad trip as amazing, has
been hooked on the band since first seeing
the Lymin’ Lyons perform in the Dimple at
orientation her first year on campus.
“I love everything about the band. I love
how alums can come back, and it’s like they
have never left. At our 10th anniversary
party, we had a few alums play a couple songs
with us,” she said. “Band practices are also a

Paraíso Latino, a Latin dance team
founded by Jossie Mar Diaz ’10 and Jessica
Matos ’10, was created to share Hispanic
culture and create connections among
students. Members organize and present
two to three major performances a year
and many smaller performances all
over campus in collaboration with other
groups and organizations.
Daniela Cruz ’21, an economics major,
currently leads the group, which has 21
members. She originally joined Paraíso
Latino because she missed listening to
Spanish music and went to tryouts just to
have fun with her friends.
“Once I started, I loved it so much it just
made me happy to work alongside people
who loved it, too, and I stayed,” she said.
“We have fun and love to dance, but we
also learn new styles and train to become
better dancers every week. It is a good
group for anyone who might miss their
Latin background, loves the music or

President Dennis
M. Hanno
Dennis M. Hanno was appointed
president of Wheaton five years ago.
During his tenure, Hanno has renewed
Wheaton’s distinctive focus on experiential education in the liberal arts and sciences. The college now guarantees that
all students will have the opportunity
for a funded internship before the start

NICKI PARDO

Paraíso Latino at the Trybe gala in February

anyone who wants to try something new
and acquire different skills.
“Since the types of dances we do are
very close contact, you have to feel comfortable with your partner and trust them
since we do stunts as well. Through this,
we have become a tight-knit group and it’s
like having a very big second family.”

Top five moments:

1. Attending Vespers for the first time and
seeing the musical talent and the beauty of
the campus with the luminaria.
2. Going to the College World Series and
then having retired Red Sox player David
“Big Papi” Ortiz call in to congratulate the
graduating seniors on the baseball team.
of their senior year. Wheaton also has
expanded its offerings in active learning
by launching programs on social innovation, social entrepreneurship and leadership, which all arise from a strategic
planning process that the president led
upon his arrival.
Looking back, we asked Hanno to tell
us about five of his favorite moments
here. (We realize how hard it is to narrow them down.)
NICKI PARDO

3. Watching the amazing performance
of the musical “Once On This Island” this
spring.

4. Leading the workshops in Africa where
I’ve collaborated with students to teach
leadership and entrepreneurship. More
than 100 Wheaton community members
have participated.

5. Witnessing the founding of our Summit
for Women in STEM conference and its
continual growth.
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Inspired focus

KEITH NORDSTROM

Retired Professor of Art Andrew “Andy” Howard poses for a selfie with former students Robin Bowman ’82, Liz Corman ’07, Adam Ekberg ’99,
Rebecca “Becky” Hale ’99, Jenna Lee Mason ’08 and Danielle Mourning ’99 at the Beard and Weil Galleries, where they jointly exhibited their works in
celebration of Howard’s 43-year tenure at Wheaton.

Exhibitions showcase work of alumni
photographers and Professor Andrew Howard
By Laura Pedulli

During his 43 years at Wheaton, Professor
of Art Andrew “Andy” Howard cultivated
in students a love for photography that
manifested into meaningful careers in
photojournalism, sports photography, art
photography and teaching.
Some of the results of his inspiring
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teaching, as well as his luminous landscapes, were on display at the exhibition
“Monuments & Meditations,” at the
Beard and Weil Galleries in March and
April. The show was featured alongside
a second exhibit—“Six Journeys, One
Beginning”—which included the works
of Professor Howard’s former students:
Robin Bowman ’82, Liz Corman ’07,

Adam Ekberg ’99, Rebecca “Becky” Hale
’99, Jenna Lee Mason ’08 and Danielle
Mourning ’99.
“I thought a fitting way to go out would
be to have these former students show
with me,” said Howard, who retired last
year. “These were the ones who were
hungry, who wanted to be photographers.
They were the darkroom rats.”

Robin Bowman ’82, a documentary
photographer (recipient of the W.
Eugene Smith Grant) whose works
have appeared in numerous national
and international magazines, focuses
on the human condition. In 2007, she
published a book, It’s Complicated:
The American Teenager, which features photographs and interviews of
419 teenagers.
For the show, she shared photographs from her latest journey: a
year’s travel through East Africa.
While there, she helped start a
foundation to get women into the
tour-guiding business, climbed several mountains, revisited people and
areas in Rwanda where she had once
covered stories about the genocide,
and lived with and documented the
Hadzabe, an indigenous tribe.
“It’s almost impossible to assemble
one year of travel and experiences
in one exhibition. My approach here
is to put it all up on a wall offering
a chaotic, colorful glimpse into my
journey,” Bowman said.

Reflecting on her time at Wheaton,
she said, “Andy helped open the
door and the inner fire was ignited. I
couldn’t get enough.”

“June 2. Pink. Zanzibar.” by Robin Bowman ’82

Liz Corman ’07 is known for her
underwater photos of Wheaton’s
synchronized swimming team
and the U.S. Synchro team. For the
exhibition, her photos featured
athletes from around the world.
“I produce work that takes
the viewer into an otherworldly,
transitory space where the
movement and refraction of light
serves as a second lens,” she said.
“Each collaborator has distinctive
physicality and unique command of
their body underwater, resulting in
imagery that is an amalgamation of
sport and art.”
She credits Howard with his
“unconditional support and
encouragement” and for helping
“instill crucial values of persistence, dedication and exploration
in my work.”

”Brahma” by Liz Corman ’07
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“A Disco Ball on the Mountain, 2005” by Adam Ekberg ’99

Adam Ekberg ’99, a successful, awardwinning exhibitor and lecturer, produces
whimsical photos based on his sketches.
The images accurately capture events
he creates, with no software manipulation. For example, in “A Disco Ball on the
Mountain,” Ekberg positioned a disco
ball in a snow-laden evergreen tree and
illuminated it with a flashlight, generating
2 million candles of luminosity.
“I make images that attempt to convey
transcendence through modest means,
firmly grounded in photography, yet leaning on sculpture performance and timebased experiences,” Ekberg said.
While doing an independent study with
Professor Howard, he fell in love with
photography, he said. “Those conversations
with Professor Howard and other Wheaton
students are the model for the kind of creative community I seek to maintain today
and one which deeply informs my work.”

Robin Bowman ’82
robinbowman.com
Liz Corman ’07
lizcorman.com

Adam Ekberg ’99
adamekberg.com

Rebecca “Becky” Hale ’99
beckyhalephotography.com

Jenna Lee Mason ’08
behance.net/jennaleemason
Danielle Mourning ’99
daniellemourning.com
Andrew Howard
andrewkhoward.com

“Playa Dream” by Jenna Lee Mason ’08

Jenna Lee Mason ’08 displayed elaborate
self-portraits that were inspired by her
experiences with lucid dreaming, which is an
ability to achieve a feeling of becoming awake
while remaining asleep.
“I design all the props, do my makeup and
set up the lighting and camera entirely on my
own. My projects usually take weeks, sometimes months, to prepare,” she said.
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Mason first began using herself as a subject
in Professor Howard’s classes; she received the
Miriam F. Carpenter Prize from Wheaton for
work created during her senior seminar.
“I thank Professor Howard for his validation
and for providing the tools I needed back
then to become a braver, more open-minded
individual,” she said.

”Paten Circle II. Marks, Mississippi” by Danielle Mourning ’99

“John Lewis, 2018” by Rebecca “Becky” Hale ’99

The photos from Danielle Mourning
’99 were large-scale self-portraits
that touch on her family ancestry, in
locations that include Mississippi,
Ireland and India.
“Professor Howard was patient,

fun and persistent on understanding
the importance of the technical aspects of photography,” she said. “He
influenced my decision post-college
to further my studies and eventually
trust my vision and life as an artist.”

Rebecca “Becky” Hale ’99, a studio photographer for the National Geographic Society,
exhibited portraits, including one of U.S. Rep.
John Lewis.
“Having an opportunity to step into someone’s world and make a portrait of them that’s
not just technically successful, but really
shows who that person is, is incredibly gratifying. As a photographer, it’s the most challenging type of shooting I do,” she said.
Hale said that Professor Howard encouraged students to pursue their own vision. “He
fostered a real sense that photography is work,
not luck and not just a hobby.”

“South Coyote Buttes, detail” by Andrew Howard

Professor Howard showed landscape photographs of the desert
in the Southwest United States
and glaciers in Alaska. To capture
these images, he and wife Sharon
Howard ’87 (former Wheaton
director of alumni relations) hiked

miles through the wilderness carrying 35 pounds of equipment and
gallons of water.
“It’s so much fun. When you are
out there, you run out of superlatives. ‘Wow’ just doesn’t cut it
anymore,” Howard said.
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Award-winning rower and co-director of the prestigious Head of the Charles Regatta, Natasha Whitestone Strom ’89, challenges herself to excel.

Steering the Head of the
Charles Regatta
The prestigious Head of the Charles
Regatta claims to be the largest two-day
rowing event in the world. It attracts
more than 11,000 athletes rowing in
more than 1,900 boats and requires 30
committees and 1,800 volunteers as well
as full-time staff to successfully pull it off
each October.
It’s the kind of logistical challenge that
many might steer clear of. Not Natasha
Whitestone Strom ’89. She is at the helm
as the new co-director of a regatta that has
been raising pulses along the Charles River
in Cambridge, Mass., since 1965.
As co-director, Strom coordinates the
race volunteers and a small staff that
oversees the logistical operations of more
than 60 races throughout the event. She
also is responsible for the overall athlete
and spectator experience, including
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safety and hospitality.
In addition to serving as co-director of
the Head of the Charles Regatta, Strom is
co-commodore of the C.R.A.S.H.-B Sprints
World Indoor Rowing Championships.
An avid rower herself, she has won both
solo and team races in local and national
regattas. During the 10 times she has
participated in the USRowing Masters
National Championships, she has earned
first place in more than 20 races.
She also has participated in the Head
of the Charles Regatta as an athlete (for
nearly every year since 1995) and as a
volunteer. She treasures the festive and
communal nature of the event.
“I really love the process of rowing
and the constant striving for the perfect
stroke,” Strom said. “I love working hard,
competing and the social aspects of being

part of a large and active community.”
At Wheaton, she majored in classical
civilization, with an emphasis in classical archaeology. After Wheaton, she
earned her master’s degree in classical
archaeology at Oxford University in
England. When she returned to the
states, she worked for several years at
the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, in
roles including group coordinator for
the museum’s Picasso exhibition and as
department assistant in the Egyptian
section of the Art of the Ancient World, a
collection of antiquities.
In addition to her master’s degree in
the U.K., she brought back to the states a
newly discovered passion: rowing.
“Everyone had told me that rowing was
big in the U.K. and that I should try it. I
had no idea what I was getting myself into,
but it really clicked with me and quickly
became a huge part of my life,” she said.
“I discovered ways to push myself that I
didn’t know I could, and I also discovered
a huge competitive side.”
—Laura Pedulli

Tapping
into
success

For Christie Cali-Osgood ’13, the act
of dancing—which she describes as
using one’s whole body and soul to communicate emotion—is empowering and
confidence-building.
Over the years, the alumna has tapped
into that energy to realize her ambitions.
Her latest accomplishment fulfills a
dream she has held since childhood:
opening and running her own dance
studio.
Her business, Christie Cali Dance
Connection, in Milford, Mass, offers
classes in ballet, jazz, tap, hip-hop and
musical theater for students ages 3 to 18.
“I have always loved to teach and direct,
inspired by my own dance teachers who
played a fundamental role in my life and
helped foster my passion for dance,” she
said. “When the studio I was teaching at
relocated last year, I saw it as my opportunity to start my own business.”
Cali-Osgood, who double majored in
English and dance and theatre studies,
has been taking dance lessons since age 4
and learned to tap dance when she was 14
years old.
At Wheaton, when she saw that there
was no outlet for tap dancing enthusiasts,
she and classmate Ashleigh Cali-Osgood
’13 established Tap Out Loud (TOL). (The
two married last summer.)
“With almost no budget, costumes or
experience putting on a main stage production, we poured our hearts and souls
into TOL’s success,” Christie Cali-Osgood
said.
For her senior project, she produced
and led the choreography of the piece,
“Farewell Crescendo,” which was performed by TOL.
“This piece was the most meaningful
for me at Wheaton because it showcased
the success of TOL through my own
artistic creation,” she said. “It was an

Christie Cali-Osgood ’13, one of the founders of Tap Out Loud, opened her dance studio last summer.

amalgamation of sounds and dance styles
that built up throughout the piece as
the layers of music, rhythm and dance
grew in complexity; I brought elements
of ballet and hip-hop dance into the tap
performance.”
Cali-Osgood said her experiences managing TOL prepared her for running her
studio—both as a dance instructor and
entrepreneur.
“Co-directing TOL helped me to better
understand the dynamics of teaching
dance to a group of students, and it gave
me the confidence and self-assurance to
manage and run the logistical side of my
business,” she said. “I learned a lot about

budgeting, planning and organizing
through TOL.”
Ten years later, TOL remains a vibrant
group on campus, in part because of the
initial energy of the co-directors, said
Instructor of Music Julie Searles, an early
supporter and advisor to TOL.
“They brought commitment and dedication to the dance and to their peers with
personal support and enthusiasm, and
without interpersonal drama,” Searles
said. “I know Christie is bringing the same
encouragement and support to her young
students at Dance Connection, inspiring
them for years of dance to come.”
—Laura Pedulli
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Solving crimes from the lab
As a teenager, Kelsie Jenquine ’15
devoured tales of true and fictional crime
on TV shows and in books.
Now, a few years after graduating from
Wheaton, she is dedicating her career to
helping solve real crimes.
As a forensic program coordinator at
Collaborative Testing Services in Virginia,
Jenquine works with private, state and
federal forensic crime labs to ensure their
drug and DNA evidence are admissible in
a court of law.
Her job involves developing, producing and evaluating forensic proficiency
tests—a requirement for analysts in
crime labs to maintain their accreditation. They often are used in court to show
a jury that an analyst is proficient in
the job and, therefore, a reliable expert
witness.
“My favorite part of my job is that I get
to constantly expand my knowledge. I
interact with people in the forensic field
every day and learn something new about
how other labs process evidence and how
that can vary,” Jenquine said. “The forensic field is incredibly exciting and growing
every day; it’s amazing to be part of the
progression.”
At Wheaton, Jenquine—a studentathlete who played on the women’s
lacrosse team—majored in biology, with
minors in chemistry and psychology. Her
Wheaton curriculum provided her with
a strong interdisciplinary background to
support her pursuit of a forensic science
career, she said.
Her senior seminar research paper,
published in the Wheaton Journal of
Biology Senior Seminar Research, focused
on forensic odontology, which is the
use of teeth to identify dead bodies. Her
research advisor, Professor of Biology
Robert Morris, joked that her presentation was both “exciting and creepy,” but
that it made a big impression on him, and
her classmates.
“The combination of Kelsie’s passion
for forensic science, and the contagious
enthusiasm she had for the detective work
that goes into it, grabbed the attention of
the whole class,” Morris recalled. “It was
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Kelsie Jenquine ’15 is a forensic program coordinator at Collaborative Testing Services in Virginia.

clear from Kelsie’s excitement that she
was committed to pursuing this path, and
it was evident from her clear and passionate presentation that she was bound to
make big contributions in the field.”
Jenquine said her coursework at
Wheaton, and especially her senior seminar paper, enabled her to gain admittance
into Boston University’s forensic sciences
master’s degree program. There, she conducted research at the Massachusetts State
Police Crime Laboratory on the best way
to obtain evidence from latex gloves in a
crime scene where a firearm was involved.
In addition to preparing her for

rigorous research on the graduate level,
she said her experience as a Wheaton
student-athlete taught her the importance of hard work.
“I have been complimented on my drive
and work ethic in every commitment I’ve
made post-undergrad, and I think a lot
of that came from my development as an
athlete throughout my time at Wheaton,”
she said. “Playing lacrosse at Wheaton
contributed to other important qualities
that I maintain in my life today as well,
including communication skills and time
management.”
—Laura Pedulli

Alum’s startup lends
a hand with debt relief

When he was captain of the tennis
His experiences related to his major
team and a political science major at
in political science also led him to start
Wheaton, Greg Poulin ’12 learned valuGoodly.
able lessons about succeeding: “You
“Professor Jeanne Wilson was my advihave to go into it with a clear game plan, sor and helped spur my interest in politics
play to your strengths and be able to
and international relations, which led me
adapt rapidly.”
to continue to study this field in graduate
The strategy has served him well in
school at Dartmouth College”—and ultistarting and running Goodly, a business
mately to Goodly, Poulin said.
that aims to help employers offer what a
He came to Wheaton following in
2018 Forbes magazine article describes
the footsteps of his mother, Mary Ann
as currently one of the “hottest employee
Noddin-Poulin ’81 (also a member of the
benefits”—student loan repayment.
tennis team and a political science major).
Poulin co-founded Goodly in April 2018
At Dartmouth, his research focused on
with Hemant Verma. The startup provides the intersection of globalization and
a software platform for employers to conscience and technology policy. He also
tribute to paying down student loan debt
worked at the White House Office of
through payroll as an employee benefit,
Science and Technology Policy during the
with recruitment and retention in mind.
Obama administration in 2015.
“Employers are witnessing the hottest
“I worked on the first ever White House
job market in a generation. A big part of
Demo Day. That gave me exposure to
keeping employees happy
and in their jobs is providing practical benefits, not
fun perks,” Poulin said.
This spring, Goodly got
a strong nod of support
with $1.3 million in seed
funding. Norwest Venture
Partners, which partners
Goodly provides a
with entrepreneurs to
build companies, led the
software platform
investment, with participafor employers to
tion from Y Combinator,
contribute to paying
ACE & Co., Zeno Ventures
and others.
down student loan
“Goodly came from my
debt through payroll
own personal experience
as an employee
with student loans,” Poulin
benefit, with
said. “After my father
passed away unexpectrecruitment and
edly after suffering a heart
retention in mind.
attack, I had to borrow
$80,000 in student loans to
pay for graduate school.”

Greg Poulin ’12

working directly with startup founders and seeing how technology can be
leveraged to solve large-scale societal
problems, including student loan debt,”
he said.
Wilson has kept in touch with Poulin,
as he has shared articles that he wrote for
various publications.
“He has shown so much
initiative and entrepreneurial spirit, not to mention an academic commitment. I am touched that
I had an impact,” Wilson
said. “During his time at
Wheaton he showed a passionate interest in political science and a concern
for the betterment of U.S.
society. I remember that
well about him.”
Poulin, who has been
interviewed by dozens of
media outlets, including
NPR and U.S. News & World
Report, said that the $1.3
million seed funding will
be used to grow the team
at Goodly (which means
attractive, excellent or
admirable).
—Sandy Coleman
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Men’s rugby alumni reunited in April for a dinner with President Dennis M. Hanno. Pictured, from left: (front row) Martin Greenwood ’01, President Hanno
and Allastair Meffen ’02; (back row) Eric de Compiegne ’01, Andrew Lounder ’05, Cory Kraft ’09, Samuel “Sam” Gipstein ’12, Mark Halbach ’08, Andrew
Krepelka ’00, Andrew “Andy” Osheroff ’11, Dimitri Rodrigo ’15 and Donald “Donny” Hoglund ’02

<No intersecting link>

Jane Martin ’74, former president of the Alumni Association, with Christina DesVergnes ’19 (daughter of Lori Mottola DesVergnes ’84) at the Lymin’
Lyons 10th Anniversary Celebration in March
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Class years in BLUE are Reunion
Commencement/Reunion
is Mayyears.
15–17,Commencement/Reunion
2020
is May 15-17, 2020

Did your contact information change?

Report changes of address and email to Alumni
Relations at 508-286-8207 or alum@wheatoncollege.edu.

Is your class year missing and
you have news to share?

Contact us at magazine@wheatoncollege.edu and
we will put you in touch with your class secretary.

Looking to volunteer?

Contact our Alumni Relations Office to get involved at 508-286-8207.

For class secretaries: How to
submit your Class Notes

Play time: Alex Auer ’07 designs and creates costumes from scratch
for her business, Fox and Bear Cosplay. Read more, Page 57

By email: Submit Class Notes to magazine@
wheatoncollege.edu. Include your class year in the
subject line (e.g., “Class Notes, 2001.”) Also, we accept Class Notes by snail mail:
Class Notes
Wheaton Magazine
Wheaton College
26 E. Main St.
Norton, MA 02766

Deadlines

Fall: July 2, 2019
Winter: Sept. 27, 2019
Spring: Jan. 9, 2020
Summer: April 3, 2020

Photos

To submit digital photos (preferred), email them
as an attachment to magazine@wheatoncollege.
edu. For full guidelines, visit wheatoncollege.edu/
wheaton-magazine/submitting-digital-images.
Mail photographic prints (at least 4x6 inches in
size) to address above. Please send copies only; we
cannot return photos.
For all photos: Please supply a brief description
of the event and all the names and class years of
the alumni in the picture.
Please note: The photos you send in must be
sharp and clear. Photos that are out of focus, or
that have harsh shadows, over-exposed areas or
“red-eyed” subjects may not be usable. Often we
receive more photos than we can use in any one issue. When this happens, we will select photos that
represent a variety of class years and timely events.

Alumni recognition comes in
many forms
Susanne Hoff Mullen ’79, Nancy Carlson ’77, Laura Blanchard Bitler
’08 and Jason Bitler reunited at Susanne’s home in Naples, Fla., in
March 2019. Nancy and Susanne went to Wheaton with Laura’s mom,
Deborah Burrow Blanchard ’77, and Laura went to Wheaton with
Susanne’s daughter, Jen Mullen ’08.

Need help submitting your Class
Notes or photos? Page 38

Do you know an alum who deserves to be
recognized? The Alumni Board of Directors
is interested in learning about them. Please
share their story with the board at alum@
wheatoncollege.edu or call 508-286-8207. You
can visit wheatoncollege.edu/go/recognition
to learn more.
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Empowering women

Lisa Guyon ’95 tapped to lead Cape Cod nonprofit
Whether leading nonprofits that connect
people to housing or running community
programs at health organizations, Lisa
Guyon ’95 is passionate about empowering people to achieve their aspirations.
Guyon’s new role as executive director
of Women’s Empowerment through
Cape Area Networking (WE CAN)
continues this tradition. A nonprofit
based in Harwich Port, Mass., WE CAN
provides legal, financial and career services as well as mentoring and personal
development for women of all ages who
are undergoing life transitions.
“I wasn’t looking to make a move, but
this opportunity really spoke to me. How
many times in your life do you get the
chance to run such a beloved nonprofit?
I already was such a fan of the organization,” said Guyon, who had been a volunteer and longtime supporter of WE CAN
when the job opened up.
After previously serving as director of
community benefits and grant administration at Cape Cod Healthcare, Guyon
returns to doing what she loves most:
running small nonprofits.
“When I look back on my career, I was
my happiest and most productive as an
executive director of a nonprofit. The
opportunity to go back to the front line of
helping women motivated me,” said Guyon,
who once served as an executive director at
Building Impact, a Boston-based nonprofit
focused on corporate volunteering.
Guyon is well known on Cape Cod
for her professional and philanthropic
work. She serves on the board for
Community Development Partnership,
founded and volunteers for the Cape
Cod Pet Collective and previously was
president of the board of Cape Cod
Young Professionals. She also has been
recognized as a social innovator for
her nonprofit business ventures by the
Social Innovation Forum (Cambridge,
Mass.) and was selected as a “40 under
40” rising business leader by the Boston
Business Journal and Cape & Plymouth
Business Magazine.
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Lisa Guyon ’95 gives a presentation on WE CAN's services in the spring.

“She brings with her a deep understanding of WE CAN, its mission and
values, having supported us and many
of our collaborating partners for several
years through her work and personally,”
said Lori Pinard, WE CAN board president, in a statement.
Guyon said her education at Wheaton,
where she majored in sociology, has played
a critical role in her professional trajectory. She recalled that at her first job out of
college, working in commercial real estate,
she met Mary “Polly” Bartlett Bryson ’79, a
pioneer in the field. (Bryson serves on the
Wheaton Board of Trustees.)

“The women who had graduated from
Wheaton blazed paths in the community,
especially in Boston, and by the time
my career was in motion, opportunities
were abundant,” she said. “There is an
instant sense of respect when you say
you went to Wheaton.”
She also said that coursework from her
bachelor’s degree in sociology catalyzed
her interest in women’s issues, a passion
that eventually manifested into this new
leadership role at WE CAN.
— Laura Pedulli

Her stories, onstage
Elliott ‘Eli’ Mazzola
’09 and Professor
Meehan collaborate
on multimedia show

A multimedia play by Wheaton Playwrightin-Residence and Professor of English
Charlotte Meehan, in collaboration with
videographer and sound designer Elliott
“Eli” Mazzola ’09, provided a jarring reminder of the pervasive sexual harassment,
systemic misogyny and sexism within
American culture.
In “The Audacity: Women Speak,” seven
actors portrayed real women’s stories onstage
while video screens played scenes of their
own—news stories, comics joking about rape,
advertising and even clips of Anita Hill and
Christine Ford testifying before Congress.
Other times, the videos captured real women
sharing their experiences.
Behind the videos was Mazzola, a longtime collaborator of Meehan, who spent two
months collecting clips and then piecing
them together into a dramatic collage. He
videotaped more than 20 women who performed on-screen for the show.
“Eli’s video interventions were placed
strategically as musical counterpoints to, or
in harmony with, the stage action. In addition, his sense of editing—both in feedback

Vocal visit

Elliott “Eli” Mazzola ’09

he gave me on the text and in his video clips
juxtaposed together—is the sharpest I’ve
seen working in the theater,” Meehan said.
Mazzola, a philosophy major at Wheaton
and professional photographer, said he has
enjoyed taking videos since he was a child. He
described the experience of filming the women and editing the clips as “eye-opening.” (He
was the only man who worked on the show.)
“Working on this play, immersed with
women living in this reality, helped me understand different perspectives,” he said.
This is Mazzola’s fifth time collaborating with Meehan. Other collaborations
include the three multimedia plays: “Sweet
Disaster,” which was staged in Providence,
R.I.; and “Looking for George” and “27 Tips

KEITH NORDSTROM

Professor of English Charlotte Meehan

for Banishing the Blues,” which were performed in New York.
“It’s always fun to work with Charlotte.
We have a good rapport. There are no egos
involved, so it’s always a good collaboration,”
he said.
“The Audacity: Women Speak”—produced
by Meehan’s Boston-based theater company
Sleeping Weazel—played in late March and
early April at the Boston Center for the Arts.
The show is gaining some recognition in
the local theater scene. The Boston Theater
Critics Association gave the play an Elliot
Norton Award for “Outstanding Production,
Small or Fringe Theater” in May.

— Laura Pedulli

NICKI PARDO

Lauren Henderson ’09 returned to Wheaton in February to sing in Cole chapel with
musicians Damian Sim, Michael Thurber
and Allan Mednard, performing as the
Lauren Henderson Quartet. The group
also spent time with students in “World
Music: Africa and the Americas,” taught by
Instructor of Music Julie Searles.

KEVIN “JOEY” BATSON ‘19
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In character,
in business

As a child, Alex Auer ’07 loved stepping into a costume
and morphing into a favorite character—real or imagined. Every year for Halloween, she’d design and sew her
own costumes (thanks to sewing lessons from her mom).
“My brother and I had a huge chest of dress-up clothes.
We made use of them until they fell apart,” she said.
Many years later, Auer has not given up on her favorite
pastime. In fact, she not only still dresses up for fun,
but runs her own business selling outfits to cosplayers
(those who enjoy costume play).
For her company, Fox and Bear Cosplay, Auer designs
and creates elaborate costumes from scratch. Her
costumes are purchased by those who love to dress
up as well as by organizers of comic conventions and
Renaissance festivals.
Some of Auer’s most popular costumes are
Renaissance dresses and anime-inspired wear (coats,
armor, kimonos, Japanese school uniforms, etc.) as well
as outfits for characters from DC Comics (Batwoman,
Wonder Woman, Supergirl and Harley Quinn) and Zelda
(from in the classic Nintendo game The Legend of Zelda).
Auer also designs costumes for characters of her own
imagination.
The alumna, who graduated from Wheaton with an
English degree, balances running her business with a
full-time job as a quality assurance User Acceptance
Testing analyst at Santander Bank in Quincy, Mass. On
weekends, especially in October around Halloween, you
can find her scouring for fabric at local stores.
Fox and Bear Cosplay came about as a solution to
a problem. Although Auer loved dressing up in costume, she found that store-bought outfits felt itchy and
uncomfortable. So, she decided to create her own, using
materials that feel good on the body, like stretch taffeta,
stretch broadcloth, stretch denim (“butter soft leather”)
and sateen.
A few years ago, when she wore a Harley Quinn
costume in Salem, Mass., during the town’s annual
Halloween festivities, many passers-by thought she was
a professional cosplayer (someone who has been sponsored to cosplay).
With friends also expressing interest in her work, she
soon began selling high-end costumes online, managing
an increasing demand from customers both domestically and internationally.
Her costumes fit all body types. She makes a mockup
of a costume design with muslin (a plain and lightweight
cotton fabric) using measurements provided by customers. She then uses these muslin patterns to build her
outfits with the desired fabrics.
Now that her business is off the ground, Auer said the
best part is the unexpected joy of meeting people at festivals and conferences wearing her costumes.
“It’s so exciting to see my own costume on others. I’m
getting out there,” she said.

— Laura Pedulli
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A rising star in Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh Magazine named Lindsay
Powell ’13 as one of the city’s “40
under 40” honorees for 2018 for
her work promoting racial, gender,
development and housing equity as
assistant chief of staff within the
office of Pittsburgh Mayor William
Peduto. She was honored at a ceremony at Rivers Casino Pittsburgh in
November 2018.
“I’m super humbled. There were so
many inspiring leaders recognized
this year and I’m so flattered to be
among them,” said Powell, who earned
her bachelor’s degree in sociology
from Wheaton.
In the mayor’s office, Powell focuses
on advocating for legislation promoting
equity and implementing policies that
make Pittsburgh more inclusive and
accessible for all, she said.
“Since starting with the office,
I’ve been proud to champion issues
like introducing citywide paid safe
leave policies for victims of domestic
violence, working to modernize
our recreation centers as spaces for
STEAM learning and working with
communities on strategies to connect
affordable housing to opportunityrich neighborhoods,” she said.
Powell, a Posse Scholar at Wheaton,
engaged in a number of activities
while on campus, including serving as
president of the Student Government
Association, dancing with TRYBE
and working as a preceptor. After
graduation, she earned a Fulbright
Scholarship to study in Malaysia.
Her liberal arts experience at
Wheaton helped prepare her for a
career in government affairs and
advocacy, she said.
“Serving as president of SGA in my
senior year and my experience as a
Posse Scholar helped to shape my passion for social justice, leadership and
government,” she said. “As an alumna
of Wheaton, I’m proud to come from

a culture of young people who use their
education to better the world around them.”
—Laura Pedulli
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IN MEMORIAM
1935

Priscilla Thomas Gilman died on
April 7 at the age of 105. She was
mobile and lucid until the week
she died. At the end, her family appreciated the warm support of her
Wheaton alumni neighbors.

1940

Barbara “Bobby” Bestor Rogers,
100, of Ripon, Wis., died on March 15.
After graduating from Wheaton with
a bachelor’s degree in chemistry, she
worked for American Cyanamid Co.
She was married to the late James
Rogers. Bobby was a gardener and
seamstress; she was known for the
beautiful hats she wore whenever
she went out.

1944

Cynthia Lane Ellis, 96, of Orono,
Maine, died on Nov. 24, 2018. After
graduating from Wheaton with a
bachelor’s degree in psychology, she
earned her master’s degree in education from Smith College. She married
John Ellis and the couple lived in
Edinburgh, Scotland. She returned
to Amherst, Mass. Cynthia taught
nursery school at Smith College and
then spent decades teaching kindergarten in Clinton, N.Y. She lived
at Dirigo Pines in Orono from 2003
until her death. Cynthia enjoyed
needlework, quilting and knitting
hats and dolls. She was a member of
the Church of Universal Fellowship
in Orono.
Laila “Lee” Raabe Rosseland, 96,
died on March 30 after a brief illness. She graduated from Wheaton
with a bachelor’s degree in English.
She served as a learning disabilities
teacher. She was married to the late
Frederick Rosseland.

1945

Ruth Shumaker Wagner, 96,
a longtime Washington, D.C.,
resident, died on March 9. She
was married to Gerald, her late
husband. She earned a bachelor’s
degree in English from Wheaton,
and began her career as a fashion
copywriter in Boston. She was recruited and moved to Washington,
D.C., where she served as a journalist and assistant society editor for
the Times-Herald. She joined The
Washington Post in 1954 as a fashion
editor. Ruth also was a contributor
to the new Washington Post section covering fashion, society and
culture. She later became the editor
of Living in Style, a weekly feature
in the Sunday Style section. After
her journalism career, she worked
as a bookkeeper for the National
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Thomas McCormick, professor
emeritus of art history
Thomas McCormick, 93, professor emeritus of art history
at Wheaton and noted art and
architectural historian and
museum director,
died on April 2 in
Brookline, Mass.
Professor
McCormick joined
Wheaton’s Art
Department in 1970,
and served on the
faculty until 1991. He
was the chair of the
Sesquicentennial Celebration
Planning Committee, which
oversaw a series of events
recognizing Wheaton’s 150th
anniversary. His specific
academic areas of expertise included architectural
preservation, American art
and architecture and Russian
architecture.
In addition to teaching at
Wheaton, he taught art history at Vassar, Canterbury
College of Art and School
of Architecture (U.K.),
University of Louisville,
Smith College, University of
Vermont, Wells College and

Cathedral and volunteered as a
counselor for consumer protection
for the elderly. Ruth also was a baseball fan. In later years, she traveled
throughout the U.S.

1946

Dorothy Hussey Bonsall, 91, of
Wilbraham, Mass., died on March
24. An English major at Wheaton,
she enjoyed the study of languages,
literature, theology and was a lover
of the arts and education. She was
employed for many years in the
Wilbraham and Longmeadow school
districts. In retirement, she traveled
abroad extensively with her husband
and devoted time to needlepoint,
gardening, reading and the enjoyment of family and friends. She was
a longtime member of St. John the
Evangelist Church in Hingham,
Mass., and Christ the King Episcopal
Church in Wilbraham.
Jean McKay Cleveland, 95, of
Gloucester, Mass., died on March 23.
Jean attended Wheaton.
Margaret Gentry Yingling, 95, of
Westport, Conn., died on March 21.

Williams College. He was
director of the art museums
at Vassar and University of
Vermont and worked at the
Virginia Museum of
Fine Arts. He wrote
the book CharlesLouis Clérisseau
and the Genesis
of Neoclassicism
(Architectural
History
Foundation, 1990).
Retired college
archivist Zephorene Stickney
Helmreich, one of his colleagues, said, “I shall always
remember Tom as the king
of writing notes to people
in thanks for little things:
recognizing talks they gave or
articles they published. It kept
him in touch with people from
all over the world.”
Professor McCormick
earned his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from
Syracuse University and his
Ph.D. from Princeton. His wife
of 62 years, Margaret “Tod”
Dorkey McCormick, graduated
from Wheaton in 1946.
She attended Wheaton.

1948

Dorothy Woodman Hatch, of
Portland, Maine, died on March
20. She attended Wheaton.

1949

Irene Lofgren Howland Avery,
90, of Essex, Conn., formerly of
Riverside, Conn., died on January 23.
She was married to her late husband,
David, for 26 years. Irene graduated
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in psychology and earned a master’s degree in education from the
University of Bridgeport. She taught
second grade at Cos Cob School for
nearly 20 years. After she and David
retired, they enjoyed traveling and
gardening together, and moved to
Essex Meadows in 1997.

1950

Christa Arnold Buergin, 91, of
Eatontown, N.J., died on March 23.
She received a bachelor’s degree
in biology from Wheaton and
a master’s degree in landscape
architecture from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison. She was a

member of Lutheran Church of the
Reformation in West Long Branch,
N.J. She enjoyed gardening, flower
arranging, bowling, golfing and
playing cards. Christa also was a
member of the Oceanport Garden
Club, and entered her arrangements
into floral competitions.

1951

Nancy Hall Poole died in Wolfeboro,
N.H., on March 20. At Wheaton, she
majored in English. Nancy was a
perpetual scholar across numerous
disciplines, including archaeology,
ancient history, astronomy, genealogy and classical piano. She was
married to Harmon Poole.

1952

Ann Kittredge Healy, 87, died on
July 4, 2018, in Lake Forest, Ill. She
attended Wheaton.

1953

Judith Rabinowitz Tye, 87, of
Newton, Mass., died on April 3. She
was married to Allen Tye. After
graduating from Wheaton with a
bachelor’s degree in psychology,
she earned her master’s degree
from the Harvard Graduate School
of Education. Judith served as an
associate professor of early childhood education and department
head at Northern Essex Community
College. There, she taught and mentored several generations of teachers. She was honored multiple times
for her teaching and community
leadership activities. Prior to her
retirement, she moved to Newton to
be closer to her children and became
active in many area organizations,
including as the longtime chair of
her condominium board.

1954

Conway “Connie” MacLean Day,
85, died on Dec. 20, 2018, in Santa
Barbara, Calif. She attended the
Bryn Mawr School in Baltimore
and graduated from Wheaton with
a bachelor’s degree in sociology.
In 1956, Connie married Peter,
with whom she raised two sons,
living first in Darien and then New
Canaan, Conn. In New Canaan,
she served as a trustee of the New
Canaan Country School and led
the New Canaan Land Trust. An
art collector, she built a personal
collection of South American and
modern art and served on the board
of the RISD Museum, supporting
the Nancy Sayles Day Collection of
South American Art, which was
established by Peter in honor of his
mother. After Peter died in 1967,
Connie married Arnoldo. In 1974,

she moved to Italy, living outside
Florence for many years, where she
and Arnoldo established Castello
di Gabbiano as a thriving Tuscan
winery operation and renovated the
namesake medieval castle. Connie
later moved to Montecito, Calif., to
enjoy the Mediterranean climate
and warm social atmosphere.
Mary Cullens Murdoch died on
February 27 in Princeton, N.J. For
more than 60 years, she was the wife
of William Murdoch. She graduated
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s
degree in English. A standout
student-athlete on Wheaton’s varsity
basketball team, Mary also sang
in the a cappella group Wheaton
Whims. She was an active alumna,
and in 2006, was recognized with
an Alumni Achievement Award.
Mary taught third grade at the Tower
School in Marblehead, Mass. She
lived in Pittsburgh, Fairfield, Conn.,
and Baltimore before relocating to
Princeton in 1968. A former president of the Princeton Day School
Parents Association and head of the
local Wheaton College alumni group,
Mary also served on the board of the
Princeton University McCosh Health
Center and more recently chaired
the Windrows Welcome Committee.
She volunteered for decades to host
parties for Princeton alumni and
co-chaired several major Princeton
reunions. She was recognized as an
honorary member of Princeton’s
Class of 1952. Mary spent 70 summers at her family’s wilderness retreat on the French River in Northern
Ontario.

1955

Ruth White Ereli, 85, died on
March 19. She graduated from
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree
in philosophy. Ruth was married
to Eliezer Ereli for more than 60
years. They raised their two sons
in Washington, D.C., Los Angeles,
New Orleans and Houston, which
they made their home in 1970. Ruth
served as a teacher at The Kinkaid
School for more than 25 years, where
she is fondly remembered by the
hundreds of students and colleagues
whose lives she touched.
Jane Walker Moody, 85, died on
February 24 in Amesbury, Mass.
After graduating from Wheaton
with a bachelor’s degree in art, Jane
received a master’s degree in art
history from Bryn Mawr College. She
ran a hand-lettering business from
home and later became a property
manager of a condominium complex
in New Jersey.

1956

Phyllis Dugger Buchanan, 84,
died on January 23. She graduated from Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in history. Phyllis
was a resident of Exeter, N.H.

1957

Lucille Rogers Wooding, 81, died
in Warren, R.I., on Aug. 21, 2018. She
was the wife of Benjamin Wooding.
Lucille graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in French from Wheaton. She
earned her master’s degree in teaching and French from Rhode Island
College in 1970. Her career being
primarily in education, she taught
French and German at Barrington
High School in the 1960s and subsequently was a French and German
professor at Barrington College in
the 1970s. After her teaching career,
she worked in administration for
higher education at Barrington
College, Rhode Island School of
Design and at Eastern Connecticut
State University.

1958

Judith Oster Cushman, 83,
Bradenton, Fla., died on March 26.
She attended Wheaton.

1963

Susan Cummings Campbell, of
Hyannis, Mass., died on February 27.
She attended Wheaton.
Pamela Schluter Kunkemueller, of
Dover, Mass., died on March 22. She
was married to her late husband,
James, for 35 years. Pamela moved
to Dover in 1966. She had been an active participant in the local community, including the League of Women
Voters, the Charles River School
as a parent and patron and the
Chicatabot Garden Club as a founding member and current president.
Above all, she was passionate about
the Dover Historical Society. She was
a past president, exhibit contributor
at the Sawin Building and docent at
the Caryl House. Pamela loved opera,
Broadway musicals and classical
music.

1967

Susan Wallace Lannon, 73, of Falls
Church, Va., died on January 28.
She graduated from Wheaton with a
bachelor’s degree in history.

1968

Elizabeth Iles Peterson Ghaffari,
73, died on March 20 in Los Angeles,
Calif. Elizabeth attended Wheaton
and graduated from American
University in Washington, D.C.,
with a bachelor’s degree in political

science. She received her master’s
degree in management from UCLA.

1973

Edith Cook, 67, of Natick, Mass., died
on February 11. She graduated with
a bachelor’s degree in mathematics from Wheaton. Edith earned
her Ph.D. in mathematics from the
University of Rochester, N.Y. Her
love of mathematics took her on her
journey to teach initially at Wellesley
College, ultimately joining the faculty
of Suffolk University in Boston in
1985, where she served as chair of the
Mathematics and Computer Science
Department from 2010 to the time
of her death. Edith’s passion was to
make math both accessible and fun
for students from all disciplines and
she co-authored the book Math for
the Modern World. Edith was a deacon and a member of the Hartford
Street Presbyterian Church in Natick
and was also a member of the Old
South Church in Boston.

1974

Karen Edson Bartlett, 66, of Port
St. Lucie, Fla., died on February 2.
A career in advertising brought her
to New York City, California and
Virginia, culminating in a marketing
position with Apple Computer, Inc. In
1994, Karen married Bruce, her husband of nearly 25 years, and moved to
his hometown on Nantucket Island,
Mass. There, she took on an entirely
new career, day-boat scalloping.
They developed an air-freight sales
business in seafood markets along
the East Coast. The Nantucket bay
scallops that they harvested together
even landed on the dinner plates
of the Clinton White House. After
leaving Nantucket in 2002, the couple
moved to East Craftsbury, Vt., where
Karen became a regular volunteer organizer for the annual Old Home Day
on Craftsbury Common. In recent
years, they split time between Owego,
Vermont and various locations on
the Treasure Coast of Florida before
settling in Port St. Lucie.

1977

Susan Berkman Rozenblat, 63, of
Hartsdale, N.Y., died on February 28
in Bronx, N.Y. She graduated from
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in
Spanish. During her life, Susan lived
in Fairfield, Conn., New York City and
Hartsdale, N.Y. She was a longtime
professional in the travel industry.

University with a bachelor’s degree
in communications.

Friends

Jane Young, former manager of
Wheaton’s research greenhouses,
in March
Priscilla Huber, Wheaton’s former
director of public affairs, in
November 2018
Gail Costa, Wheaton’s former administrative assistant in advising, in April

Relatives

1950 Thomas Cameron, husband of
Carol Soliday Cameron, in July 2018
1953 Winthrop Wilbur, husband of
Nancy Kesten Wilbur, in October 2018
1955 Lisa Stimets Thomas, daughter
of Virginia Campana Stimets, in April
1956 Kenneth MacCormac, husband
of Mary Norsworthy MacCormac, in
November 2018
1970 Jefferson Crowther, husband of
Alison Remy Crowther, in February
1970 Carroll Hoffman, husband of
Marcia Seifert Hoffman, in March
1973 Margret Gentry Yingling, mother of Martine Yingling, in March
1975 Irene Lofgren Howland
Avery, mother of Susan Howland
Marcheschi, in January
1978 Leigh Carlson, husband of
Laurel Jenney Carlson, in February
1979 Winthrop Wilbur, father of
Jane Wilbur, in October 2018
1984 Louise Browne, mother of
Margaret Browne Jordan, in March
1986 Joan Taber, mother of Ann
Taber Piper, in March
1994 Perry Kingman, father of
Elizabeth Kingman, in December
2018
2009 Lisa Stimets Thomas, mother
of Paul Thomas, in April
2019 John Golding, father of Rebecca
Golding, in November 2018

1979

Lisa Stimets Thomas died on
April 15 in Osterville, Mass. She
attended freshman year at Wheaton
and graduated from the Ohio State
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Welcome
Bach

When he was a philosophy
major at Wheaton, Elliott
Mazzola ’09 often could
be found in Cole Memorial
Chapel playing the organ
in the middle of the night,
initially drawing an audience
from Public Safety as his
Bach toccatas drifted from
the building.
In March, he was back at it
again—in his socks, working
the pedals and swaying as
he played for a small group
of professors and friends
at 10:30 a.m. Mazzola, who
grew up playing the organ at
church, was visiting campus
while in town to collaborate
(as videographer and sound
designer) with Professor of
English Charlotte Meehan
on her Sleeping Weazel
production of “The Audacity:
Women Speak.” (See story in
Class Notes.)
What a great way to honor
the 50th anniversary of the
organ.
The Casavant pipe organ
was installed in the chapel
in 1969, due to the lobbying efforts of Professor of
Music and College Organist
Emeritus Carlton Russell,
and a $100,000 gift from the
late Catherine Filene Shouse
(Class of 1918), as well as
support from other donors. It
has 2,600 metal and wooden
pipes—some of them 16 feet
high, most of them hidden
behind the façade—and plays
by means of mechanical,
rather than electrical, connections between the keys
and the pipes.
—Sandy Coleman
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Planning
the future.

Brennan Wesley

“Wheaton was a family affair for me and for my sisters, Muffy White Dwyer
’76 and Candy White Sweeney ’80. As the first of three women to attend
Wheaton, I understood the financial demands that college can put on a
family’s resources. So, I petitioned professors to increase my workload
in order to earn my degree in three years. After graduating, I began to
support the Wheaton Fund, as philanthropy has always played a significant
role in my life. I established the Three Sisters Scholarship to support
students who need tuition assistance. I also have included Wheaton as
a beneficiary in my estate plans to ensure that the college thrives and
continues to provide a world-class education for generations to come. It’s
exciting to see how Wheaton is constantly evolving, and I am proud to
know that I am helping to provide for its future.”

Starr White Snead ’73

Founder and director of Advancement Connections, a consulting firm serving
independent schools (pre-K to 12) in the U.S. and internationally

Giving possibility.
For information, call Amy Dumont ’09 in the Office of Gift Planning at
508-286-3391 or visit giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 wheatoncollege.edu

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.
Wheaton Fund volunteer
and donor

“I have given to the Wheaton Fund every
year since I graduated as a mathematics
major; that’s 63 years. I also served as class
treasurer for 40 years. I remain dedicated to
Wheaton because of all that the college has
given to me, including guidance in finding a
position as a senior research analyst in the
Actuarial Department of the New York Life
Insurance Co. The college is also special
because my daughter, Betsy DeGraff Sands
’83, and granddaughter, Jennifer Sands ’14,
are graduates. I hope that by giving back
through the Wheaton Fund that others will
benefit as much as we all have.”

Sandra “Sandy”
Ketelhut DeGraff ’56
1834 Society member

Wheaton Fund
Your investment today inspires
the dreams of tomorrow.

Learn more at wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

MICHAEL GORDON

