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COMMENT

We are all caretakers
“I’m just doing everyday work 
as a curator here at the RISD 
Museum—nothing particularly 
newsworthy at the moment.”

That’s the email response I got 
when I contacted Gina Borromeo 
’84, curator of ancient art at the 
Rhode Island School of Design 
Museum, to inquire about writing 
a magazine profile on her. And, 
then, this: “Recently I worked 
on putting our mummy, Nesmin, 
back in his coffin.” 

Hello! Mummy, what?! 
Newsworthy!

So, if there was one thing we 
figured out about Borromeo, even 
before we met her in person, is 
that she is modest. We learned a 
lot more when we visited her at 

the museum, got a tour of some of 
her favorite things and listened 
with admiration as this collector 
and teller of stories talked about 
her role as a curator who is con-
tinually learning.

“I’m a caretaker,” she said. 
“I’m just trying to take care of 
these objects as best I can, do no 
damage, do no wrong and then 
hope that someone in the future 
will take good care of them, be-
cause this is an exhaustible re-
source. We don’t have these ob-
jects forever. Let’s learn what we 
can about them and know as well 
that we’re only partially under-
standing them.”

Read Borromeo’s profile on 
Page 28. We also feature Alex 

Bandazian ’09, a senior industri-
al engineer, who is working on 
a more efficient electric vehicle 
(Page 18). 

And speaking of conservation, 
our cover story focuses on sus-
tainability and the college’s con-
tribution to efforts that require 
the participation of all of us. The 
latest example is the newly built 
Pine Hall, but there are plenty of 
other examples of how Wheaton 
is seeking to reduce its carbon 
footprint.

Enjoy.

Thank you for highlighting all that Wheaton and alumni do for the issues of equity and social justice. Those 
stories of care and advocacy give me great pride in my alma mater.

—Elizabeth Bennett Andersen ’80

Editor Sandy Coleman with Gina Borromeo ’84, curator of ancient art at the Rhode Island School of Design Museum
KEITH NORDSTROM

BETWEEN THE LINES
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Sustainable action
In September, I had the honor of represent-
ing Wheaton at the launch of the University 
Global Compact, a network of higher edu-
cation institutions from around the world 
that are committed to achieving the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The plan encompasses a broad 
range of objectives from ending poverty 
and achieving gender equality to tackling 
climate change and working to preserve 
our oceans and forests. 

Given the relatively small size of the col-
lege, some people might ask, “What can 
Wheaton contribute to addressing such 
enormous global problems?” The answer: a 
lot. We are an innovative, active communi-
ty of learners and leaders with global reach. 

When it comes to promoting gender 
equality, for example, our college ranks 20th 

in the world—of 
nearly 500 institu-
tions ranked—and 
third among U.S. 
colleges and univer-
sities. That accolade 
comes from an in-
depth examination 
of Wheaton’s poli-
cies, practices and 
results, including 

the proportion of first-generation students 
who are women, women-focused mentor-
ing programs and scholarships, and positive 
human resource policies. 

Creating a more sustainable and more 
just society is implicit in Wheaton’s edu-
cational mission. The breadth and depth 
of our liberal arts and sciences curricu-
lum, combined with experiential learn-
ing, prepares students to be creative, an-
alytical thinkers capable of making a dif-
ference wherever they find themselves. 

Across the curriculum, Wheaton facul-
ty members and students are tackling the 
big problems that our world faces through 
their teaching and learning. Faculty-led 
study abroad courses offer some particu-
larly vivid examples.   

For nearly a decade, Professor of 
Anthropology Donna Kerner has been lead-
ing the study abroad course “Tanzania: 
Education and Development.” Students 

who take the course learn about the consid-
erable challenges facing countries through-
out sub-Saharan Africa while they teach 
English in village schools and immerse 
themselves in the culture. Climate change 
has been one of the major issues that stu-
dents have confronted—from observing 
how drought affects the migration of game 
and the livelihood of Maasai pastoralists to 
the impacts on the country’s coffee grow-
ers. Among other things, the course has 
inspired the establishment of a local tree 
nursery, named in Wheaton’s honor, that is 
working to improve the health of the local 
environment and of the economy. 

The impact of the Tanzania course has 
been magnified by the fact that Professor 
Kerner and her students have fostered 
connections between our local Norton 
public school system and the Tanzanian 
schools in which they work. Not only 
does this enrich the learning of African 
and American schoolchildren alike, but 
through reflection and sharing, it also 
deepens the learning of our own students. 

There are many more examples: an in-
terdisciplinary course designed to explore 
the connections between food, culture and 
biodiversity in Ecuador; an intensive ex-
ploration of tropical rainforest and reef 
ecosystems in Costa Rica and Belize; and 
an investigation of the impact of the chang-
ing climate in Iceland. These courses offer 

students the chance to experience first-
hand the challenges we face and the oppor-
tunities for addressing these issues. 

Environmental sustainability is an area 
of great interest to students, who are ac-
tive as advocates for conservation and as 
scholars. The establishment of organiza-
tions such as the new Sustainability Board 
testify to student interest as does the more 
than 30 percent increase in both graduates 
with environmental science majors and 
applicants for admission who identify this 
field as their intended course of study. 

The college has been active as well, 
adopting practices that conserve energy 
and resources, as this issue of the maga-
zine illustrates. This is important, both as 
a way to reduce the college’s impact on the 
environment but also as a means to stew-
ard our financial and institutional re-
sources for the long term. 

However, the most far-reaching contri-
bution that Wheaton can make toward 
sustainability resides in our educational  
programs. By bringing the full power of 
the liberal arts to bear on the concerns of 
the world, we are preparing future lead-
ers to create innovative solutions to big 
challenges—and to act on them. 

@DHANNO

Dennis M. Hanno, 
president

Students explore food systems and biodiversity in “From the Andes to the Amazon” in Ecuador.
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High marks

Wheaton earns top rankings from U.S. News, WSJ/THE
Wheaton continues to earn recognition 
as one of the nation’s top liberal arts  
colleges, receiving mention on several 
lists published this fall that consider the 
college’s value and impact on students, as 
well as Wheaton’s support for  
underrepresented students.

In U.S News & World Report’s 2020 
Best Colleges rankings, published Sept. 
9, 2019, Wheaton again was ranked 
among the top 100 liberal arts colleges 
in the U.S. (82nd) and also was named a 
“Best Value Liberal Arts College,” rising 
22 spots from 2019 to 68th place in that 
category, which looks at how institutions 
balance educational costs and quality.

Wheaton also earned high marks 
in U.S. News & World Report’s “A+ 
Colleges” list, which identifies institu-
tions that deliver the greatest learning 

value to students, and in its newest 
ranking, “Top Performers on Social 
Mobility,” which celebrates colleges and 
universities that enroll and graduate 
large proportions of economically dis-
advantaged students, specifically those 
awarded Pell Grants.

On Sept. 5, 2019, The Wall Street 
Journal and Times Higher Education re-
leased their 2020 College Rankings, 
again placing Wheaton among the top 
50 liberal arts colleges in the U.S. (136th 
among all colleges and universities). This 
annual list heavily weighs student en-
gagement, student outcomes and learn-
ing environment, surveying about 
200,000 current students nationwide.

These newest rankings are just a few 
of Wheaton’s recent accolades. In August 
2019, The Princeton Review named 

Wheaton one of “The Best 385 Colleges in 
the U.S.” and among the top 20 for “Best 
Science Lab Facilities” and “Lots of Race/
Class Interaction.” Wheaton also earned 
a spot on Great Value Colleges’ list of 
U.S. colleges and universities with the 
“50 Best Maker Spaces,” which included 
Stanford, Harvard and Wheaton among 
the top 15.

Also in 2019, Princeton Review,  
Forbes, Kiplinger’s and Money all includ-
ed Wheaton on their lists of “best value” 
colleges and universities. 

In spring 2019, Wheaton was hon-
ored in Times Higher Education’s first-
ever University Impact Rankings, as 
one of the top 20 colleges in the world 
(third in the U.S.) in promoting gender 
equality.

—Becca Manning

KEITH
 N
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https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/wsj-us-college-rankings-2020-pennsylvania-and-johns-hopkins-rise
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/wheaton-earns-nods-from-princeton-review/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/wheaton-earns-nods-from-princeton-review/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/top-ranked-for-makers/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/top-ranked-for-makers/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/wheaton-recognized-for-global-impact/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/wheaton-recognized-for-global-impact/
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Making space at the top
Wheaton has been recognized as a great 
place to create, earning a spot on Great 
Value Colleges’ list of U.S. institutions 
with the “50 Best Maker Spaces.”

The list features college makerspaces 
that provide cutting-edge equipment and 
technology in a comfortable environment 
and show innovative approaches to learn-
ing, plans for growth and other signs of  
vibrant activity. Wheaton is ranked 11th 
on the list.

Other schools making the top 15, as re-
ported by Yahoo! Finance and other news 
outlets, include Stanford University, 
Harvard University, Brandeis University 
and Georgia Institute of Technology.

“Any of the colleges in this list is a fine 
choice for a prospective student who 
wants to make products on their own, 
with other students and with faculty 
alike. The makerspaces in these colleges 
have things that all creative institutions 
should strive for,” Great Value Colleges 
writes.

The list highlights colleges that cater 
to a variety of students, recognizing the 
different needs of students in different 
fields.

Through Wheaton’s IMAGINE Network, 
students have access to a wide range of re-
sources, including the HATCH virtual re-
ality lab, FiberSpace (featuring a digital 
Jacquard loom) and Lab 213, which houses 
a laser cutter and engraver, four 3D print-
ers, a 3D scanner, CAD design software 
and hardware and a machine shop with 
a five-axis milling machine, along with 
many other tools and tech.

“What makes the primary maker-
space of Wheaton College, Lab 213, re-
ally incredible is the Wheaton Makers’ 
Coalition,” Great Value Colleges writes. 
“This is a student organization that in-
tegrates closely with the college facul-
ty to use the makerspace for incredi-
ble projects. This coalition has created 
3D-printed microscopes, wave pendulums 
and much more.”

To determine the best makerspaces, 
Great Value Colleges reviewed a number 
of articles on the topic, including a piece 

from EdTech that highlights Wheaton’s 
first makerspace—the Wheaton 
Autonomous Learning Lab.

From the beginning, makerspaces at 
Wheaton have had strong investment 
from faculty, who act as advisors and col-
laborate with students on a range of 
projects, sometimes sparking the ideas 

themselves and other times providing  
enthusiastic support when students come 
to them with big ideas.

These days, Wheaton’s makerspaces 
have a strong connection with programs 
in the arts, sciences and more, including 
the business and management program.

—Becca Manning

Professor Mark LeBlanc brought his “Foundations of Computing Theory” students to the FiberSpace.
KEITH NORDSTROM                 

NICKI PARDO

https://www.greatvaluecolleges.net/best-maker-spaces/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/college-maker-spaces-offer-freedom-123600209.html
https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/special-projects-initiatives/imagine-network/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/special-projects-initiatives/imagine-network/lab-213/
https://edtechmagazine.com/higher/article/2015/02/making-makerspaces-work-campus
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/making-room-ideas/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/making-room-ideas/
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A minute with… 
Melanie Gardiner ’21
Neuroscience major Melanie Gardiner 
is planning a career as a research scien-
tist. Her internship last summer definite-
ly will help her get there. As a research in-
tern at Blithewold Mansion, a 33-acre his-
toric estate in Bristol, R.I., she spent time 
exploring the gardens, compiling a data-
base of wildlife, researching species and 
creating profiles. She also kept a journal, 
which caught our attention. Here is one 
of her journal entries that provides a view 
through the lens of the future scientist:

“Many of Blithewold’s visitors are brim-
ming with a contagious curiosity and 
wonder that I’ve seen nowhere else. I’ve 
witnessed countless people come in with 
their cameras, excitedly snapping photos 
of the plants, wildlife, their companions 
and themselves. Some don’t seem aware 
of my presence in the gardens, and they 

walk on by, captivated by 
what they are seeing. But 
more often than not, vis-
itors ask me if I’m an art-
ist, if I’m here to sketch 
or find inspiration. Some 
say that I look like I know 
something and ask about 
a plant. When I tell them 
that I’m researching the 
life here, they seem de-
lighted and pepper me 
with questions, which 
I always am more than happy to answer. 
In turn, they tell me about themselves: 
where they came from, why they’re visit-
ing. Almost always the answers are from 
far away and to see plants that they would 
have to travel the world to see otherwise. 
I’ve had some tell me that they’ve been 

coming here for years, 
and they still couldn’t 
get enough of it, and that 
they were grateful that 
the grounds were kept 
open to the public. It’s 
always inspiring to see 
their passions on full dis-
play. I’ve been absorbing 
everything I can here at 
Blithewold, and hope to 
do the best I can to con-
vey it to the public, as 

any aspiring scientist should. Connecting 
with nature is special and important for 
all of us. ... Our souls will benefit greatly 
from it.”

Read more online.
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A notable 
journey in 
Ecuador
Two Wheaton professors and 25 students 
traveled to Ecuador last summer for a new 
interdisciplinary course designed to  
explore the intersections between food, 
culture and biodiversity.

The academic terrain they covered took 
them on a meaningful journey that broad-
ened their knowledge of the country’s 
contrasts and conflicts as well as inspired 
each of them in ways that continue to im-
pact them in and outside of the classroom.

Oriana Camara ’20, for example, pon-
dered questions that have led her to be 
more mindful when traveling; Nicole 
Lussier ’20 developed a keen sense of  
responsibility for her surroundings; and 
Justin Martinez ’22 experienced a shift in 
his world perspective.

“Immersing myself in this country that 
continues to struggle with  
post-colonization issues, including but 
not limited to racism, sexism, corrup-
tion, systematic oppression and discrim-
ination, yet is still continuing to push for-
ward despite the odds, brought my class-
room to life,” said Martinez, a Hispanic 
studies and European history dou-
ble major. “This was truly inspiring and 
perspective-changing.”

Assistant Professor of Biology Jessie 
Knowlton and Assistant Professor of 
Sociology Justin Schupp created “From 
the Andes to the Amazon: Intersections 
of Culture, Food Systems, and Biological 
Diversity” and taught it from June 12 

through July 3, 2019, along with Melissa 
Mark, whose research at Northern 
Arizona University focuses on indigenous 
ways of knowing the world.

The course, which drew students from 
a variety of majors, examined how per-
sonal and collective narratives shape 

interactions with the natural world; ana-
lyzed local food systems and livelihoods of 
the indigenous communities; and looked 
at the ecology of the biodiverse flora and 
fauna of Ecuador.

Knowlton’s scholarship has focused on 
how biodiversity is impacted by humans 
and ways in which some of the impact can 
be mitigated. “It is too easy for all of us to 
become comfortable in our own bubbles. 
It was inspiring to see the students’ pas-
sion ignite for trying to make a difference 
in the world,” she said.

—Sandy Coleman

Read more online.

Field trips included guided tours; visits to food 
production sites; a visit to the Cayambe Coca 
Ecological Reserve; and a stay at a biodiversity 
station, located deep in the Amazon.
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Senior assists 
with research 
helping athletes

Samantha Worobey ’20 contributed to re-
search and co-authored a paper on the 
protective effect of oral contraceptives 
against anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) 
tears in teenage female athletes.

The research was published in March 
2019 and now is part of the database of 
the United States National Library of 
Medicine at the National Institutes of 
Health, and already has been mentioned 
in 40 media stories.

In summer 2018, Worobey interned 
at the Brown University Sports Injury 
Laboratory and researched and wrote 
much of the background material for the 
published paper titled “Oral contracep-
tives provide protection against anterior 
cruciate ligament tears: a national data-
base study of 165,748 female patients.”

She is one of six authors on the paper, 
along with the research leads and her in-
ternship mentors at Brown, Dr. Brett 
Owens, professor of orthopaedics, and 
Dr. Steven Defroda, a resident in orthope-
dic surgery. According to the article ab-
stract, “Anterior cruciate ligament [ACL] 
tears are more prevalent in females than 

males. One of the factors responsible for 
this may be the variation in levels of es-
trogen and progesterone. The purpose of 
this study was to determine the potential-
ly protective effects of oral contraceptive 
pills on ACL tears.”

The study concludes that oral contra-
ceptives protect against ACL tears with 
a 63 percent reduction rate, particular-
ly among those who are 15 to 19 years old, 
and urges consideration of prescribing 
the pills to young athletes, after assessing 
any risks.

Worobey, a neuroscience major who 
was a member of the Wheaton lacrosse 
team her freshman and sophomore years 
and now is a team manager, was drawn to 
the work because it combines her interest 
in sports and medicine as well as a desire 
to advocate for equitable research that 
can help women.

“The project works toward eliminating 
the gender gap in medical research, and 
it is the kind of research that intrigues 
me most, investigating two seemingly un-
connected things—birth control and lig-
ament stability—which could have real 

implications in the world of athletics,” she 
said. “There is much in the news about 
inequality in things such as pay and job 
stratification, but the inequality is just as 
great in medical research, but isn’t wide-
ly discussed.”

Worobey noted that her internship at 
University Orthopedics and the Brown 
University Sports Injury Lab helped build 
her confidence as a researcher and solid-
ified her interest in pursuing a career in 
which research plays a role.

“This was the first time that research 
I have done has been published. It was 
an amazing feeling, being able to do real 
work at such an early stage in my career,” 
said Worobey.

She has had a wealth of experiential 
learning opportunities since freshman 
year, and currently works as a caretaker 
in the Wheaton College Animal Facility, 
is on the executive board of the American 
Medical Women’s Association as well as 
Alpha Epsilon Delta, the pre-health honor 
society, and is a member of TriBeta, the 
biology honor society.

—Sandy Coleman

KEITH NORDSTROM

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30913940
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Professors explore final frontier
Geoffrey Collins’s 
research illuminates 
active geology on 
the moon
Professor of Geology Geoffrey Collins par-
ticipated in a research team that has dis-
covered new evidence in nearly 50-year-
old data indicating that the moon’s sur-
face remains geologically active.

Collins and his colleagues analyzed 
seismographic data collected by the 
Apollo missions and found evidence of 
a shrinking moon and currently active 
lunar faults, according to a study pub-
lished in May 2019 in the journal Nature 
Geoscience. The finding suggests that, like 
the Earth, the moon is tectonically active.

The research team on the project in-
cluded scientists from the University of 
Maryland, College Park; the University 

of British Columbia; and NASA Marshall 
Space Flight Center; and Thomas 
Watters, the lead author of the study and 
a Smithsonian senior scientist. Collins 
connected with Watters through a for-
mer student, Emily Martin ’06, a col-
league of the lead author and a postdoc-
toral fellow at the Center for Earth and 
Planetary Studies in the Smithsonian’s 
National Air and Space Museum.

“The moon is our closest neighbor,” 
Professor Collins said. “It’s one of the 
places in the universe that we thought we 
understood the best, and part of what we 
thought we understood about the surface 
of the moon was that nothing has been 
happening there for a long time. That ap-
pears not to be true.”

—Michael Graca

Dipankar Maitra contributes to discovery involving black holes
Associate Professor of Physics and 
Astronomy Dipankar Maitra participat-
ed in an international study that showed, 
for the first time, rapidly swinging jets of 
energy coming from a black hole almost 
8,000 light-years from Earth.

He contributed to research, published 
in April 2019 in the journal Nature, that 
shows jets from V404 Cygni’s black hole 
behaving in a way never seen before on 
such short time scales. The jets appear 
to be rapidly rotating with high-speed 
clouds of plasma—potentially just min-
utes apart—shooting out from the edge of 
the black hole.

Maitra said the observations, which 
took place in 2015, were unique, both for 
the rotation of the jets as well as the stu-
pendous amount of energy being emitted. 
In fact, he and student researcher John 
Scarpacci ’17 observed the events using 
Wheaton’s optical telescopes, and au-
thored a paper on the data they collected 
in the publication Astrophysical Journal.

“It’s unusual for jets from a black hole to 
be observable by optical telescope,” Maitra 
said. “But these were so strong that there 
was no doubt as to what we were seeing.”

Study of such extreme events plays an 
important role in efforts to understand 
the fundamental laws of nature, Maitra 
said.

“All of these observations appear to 
obey Einstein’s Theory of Relativity, 
which tells us how space, time and mat-
ter should behave near very strong grav-
itational fields,” he said. “Black holes are 
the most extreme thing we can find in the 
universe for testing these theories.”

—Michael Graca

Interior of Komarov crater (24.59°N, 152.25°E; 85 kilometers diameter), near the southern edge of 
Mare Moscoviense, on the lunar farside

NASA/GSFC/ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

V404 Cygni black hole
ICRAR

https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/faculty-directory/geoffrey-collins/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41561-019-0362-2
https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/faculty-directory/dipankar-maitra/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/red-eye-for-black-holes/
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Pioneering professorship
Chowdhury 
appointed 
to endowed 
chair in social 
entrepreneurship
A distinguished researcher and teach-
er whose scholarship examines issues at 
the intersection of business and society 
has been appointed to serve as the inau-
gural Diana Davis Spencer Chair of Social 
Entrepreneurship at Wheaton.

Imran G. Chowdhury, who former-
ly was an associate professor of man-
agement in the Lubin School of Business 
at Pace University in New York, N.Y., 
joined Wheaton’s faculty at the start of 
the 2019–20 academic year. An associate 
professor of business and management, 
Chowdhury’s focus is on integrating the 
college’s burgeoning social entrepreneur-
ship programs with its liberal arts and 
sciences curriculum.

The appointment is made possible 
by an endowment established through 
the support of the Diana Davis Spencer 
Foundation, the namesake of Trustee 
Emerita Diana Davis Spencer ’60.

Wheaton is one of the few  
liberal arts colleges nationwide, and the 
first in the Northeast, to appoint a pro-
fessor for an endowed chair in social 
entrepreneurship.

“We are thrilled that Professor 
Chowdhury will be leading our efforts to 
expand and strengthen Wheaton’s em-
phasis on addressing critical social issues 
through our programs in social entre-
preneurship,” said President Dennis M. 
Hanno. “His experiences in the social en-
terprise sector, and as a scholar, dedicat-
ed teacher and mentor to undergraduates, 
make him the perfect person to push for-
ward Wheaton’s leadership in this area.”

Wheaton’s commitment to social entre-
preneurship education and social innova-
tion within the liberal arts is embedded 

in the institution’s 2016 strategic plan, 
“Wheaton Means Impact: Growing Our 
Influence on the World.” The effort builds 
upon the college’s historic emphasis on ex-
periential learning as a means for helping 
students to connect liberal arts study to 
the needs and concerns of the wider world.

“This is a dream job—integrating so-
cial entrepreneurship into the study of 
the liberal arts and sciences,” Chowdhury 
said. “I am extremely excited to have the 
opportunity to work with Wheaton’s com-
mitted scholar-teachers. They share my 
commitment to the idea of a personalized 
education, wherein faculty work with stu-
dents as collaborators, helping provide 
each of them opportunities to explore 
their own unique interests, and offering 
guidance and support as needed.”

Spencer, whose foundation support-
ed this endeavor, said, “I’m thrilled that 
Wheaton is a leader in social enter-
prise and has been recognized as one 
of America’s most innovative colleges. 
Wheaton students are becoming more en-
gaged leaders as they launch impactful 
enterprises that make the world a better 

place. [Professor] Chowdhury will accel-
erate this strategic focus.”

At Wheaton, Chowdhury will develop 
course offerings on topics in social entre-
preneurship, strategic management and 
international management that comple-
ment the college’s growing array of pro-
grams—from partnerships with exter-
nal organizations to a semester-long boot 
camp for social entrepreneurs and dedi-
cated center for social entrepreneurship—
that help students build their skills and re-
fine ideas for social innovation ventures. 
He also will collaborate with faculty mem-
bers in other departments to forge inter-
disciplinary connections that foster inno-
vation among interested students in every 
discipline of the liberal arts and sciences.

Chowdhury has a bachelor’s degree in 
anthropology and geography from Hunter 
College, a master’s degree in management 
from L’Institut Européen d’Administration 
des Affaires (INSEAD), and a Ph.D. in 
business administration from L’École 
Supérieure des Sciences Economiques et 
Commerciales (ESSEC Business School). 

—Michael Graca

Imran G. Chowdhury
PETE BYRON
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Welcome, new tenure-track faculty

Emily Fischer, assistant professor 
of mathematics
“I always enjoyed math, but in college I  
developed an interest in probability, ran-
domness and modeling the unpredict-
able events in our world. Eventually this 
interest led me to operations research, a 
field of applied math that’s all about using 
math to make better decisions when faced 
with uncertainty.”

Tony Tong, assistant professor of 
computer science
 “My undergraduate experience at a small 
liberal arts college shaped my perspec-
tive on an ideal higher education and in-
spired my career choice. The nurturing 
environment created by the close inter-
actions with faculty allowed me to grow 
both interpersonally and intellectually. 
After I graduated from college, I went to 

get a Ph.D. so that I could teach in college 
one day. Here I am.”

Leanna Lawter, associate 
professor and coordinator of 
business and management
“Being an educator is a great way to help 
students grow intellectually, socially 
and emotionally. It is personally very ful-
filling to see the amazing transforma-
tion our students make from their first 
year to graduation. I now recognize that 
I learn as much from students as they 
learn from me.”

Jonathan Chow, assistant 
professor of political science
“I was drawn to Wheaton because of its 
commitment to teaching the liberal arts. 
At its best, a liberal arts education trains 
students to see clearly both the world as 

it is and as it could be, to reject cynicism 
and fatalism and to use their unique tal-
ents for humanity’s benefit. It is a deeply 
optimistic enterprise.” 

Sara Donaldson, assistant 
professor of education
“I am currently involved in two different 
research projects. One involves working 
with mathematics and STEM instruction-
al leaders to help them create professional 
environments that promote high-quality, 
equitable learning opportunities in K–12 
classrooms. The other is looking at how 
the structure and climate of online learn-
ing environments promote or impede 
graduate students’ sense of belonging in 
scholarly communities.”

—Sandy Coleman

Read their full interviews online.

Tenure-track professors, front row: Tony Tong, Sara Donaldson and Emily Fischer; back row: Leanna Lawter and Jonathan Chow
KEITH NORDSTROM                     
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CONVERSATION

A sound understanding of music
Delvyn Case, associate professor of 
music, recently founded Deus Ex Musica, 
a new ecumenical organization that 
promotes the use of sacred music as 
a resource for learning and spiritual 
growth. The organization, which 
includes a record label, performing 
ensemble, blog and podcast, facilitates 
conversations among clergy, scholars, 
laypeople and musicians about the 
ways in which music affects the 
understanding of religious texts. We 
took this opportunity to ask him more 
about music’s role in learning.

What is the connection between 
music and spirituality?
Most world religions use music in the 
context of worship. It helps to create a 
special environment that sets communal 
religious experience apart from every-
day life. By engaging both the body and 
the “non-rational” parts of the mind, it 
helps lead people toward an experience 
of the divine.

How does your newest project 
connect to your scholarship at 
Wheaton?
Deus Ex Musica is a project that brings  
together much of the professional work 
I have been doing over the past 10 years. 
It allows me to continue to write sacred 
concert music as well as to promote the 
work of other composers. It provides an  
opportunity for me to conduct great 
works of sacred music with the Deus 
Ex Musica Ensemble, which in fact gave 
its premiere performance at Wheaton 
in spring 2019. And through its record 
label, blog and podcast, it allows me to 
promote my own work and that of a vari-
ety of others who have an interest in sa-
cred music—be they performers, schol-
ars or clergy.

How does music in general 
contribute to learning at a liberal 
arts institution?
There is a lot of talk in the academy 
today about “experiential learning,” but 

music has been at the forefront of this 
trend since the first human banged a 
couple of stones together. There’s no 
way to be involved with music with-
out learning through personal, practi-
cal experience. At Wheaton, music con-
tributes powerfully to the campus ex-
perience both inside and outside the 
classroom. Beyond the musical train-
ing our music majors get in their class-
es and ensembles, music also challeng-
es non-majors in our elective classes to 
think about the world in new and rad-
ically different ways. It provides a lens 
through which they can learn about his-
tory, culture, language, politics, race, 
sexuality, economics and more. And, of 

course, hundreds of Wheaton students 
are involved as performers in groups 
ranging from the Music Department’s 
ensembles to a cappella singing groups. 
Those students learn not just musical 
skills, but a host of other things: virtues 
like teamwork, creativity, resilience 
and self-confidence, as well as other 
“practical” skills, like how to deal with 
nerves, how to present themselves in 
public and how to produce and promote 
concerts. And, of course, the scores 
of performances that happen on cam-
pus each year expose non-musical au-
dience members to a huge array of mu-
sical styles and traditions from around 
the world.

Wheaton’s third annual Symphony Under the Stars, held Aug. 8, 2019, featured Associate Professor 
of Music Delvyn Case leading The Great Woods Symphony Orchestra.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS

Faculty 

Matthew Allen, professor of music, co-
wrote Music in South India, which was first 
published in 2003 and recently has been 
translated into Chinese and published 
(Oxford University Press and Phoenix 
Education Publishing, China, 2019).

Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, professor of 
religion, wrote the chapter “Food and Jewish 
Culture in the Medieval Era” in Feasting and 
Fasting: The History and Ethics of Jewish 
Food (NYU Press, 2019). He presented the 
lecture “Jewish Tastes and Identity” and was 
a panelist for the session “Waste Not, Want 
Not: Exploring Food Waste” at the Hazon 
Jewish Food Conference, Isabella Freedman 
Jewish Retreat Center, in Falls Village, Conn., 
in August 2019. He also recorded a lecture 
in New York City, “Gastronomic Judaism,” 
for the YIVO’s Shine Online Educational 
Series course “What is Jewish Food?/
Origins+Intersections.” And his English 
translation and commentary on the Hebrew 
text of Shulchan Shel Arba by Rabbenu 
Bachya ben Asher was published in the open 
source free content digital library Sefaria: A 
Living Library of Jewish Texts (2019).

Samuel Coale, English professor, wrote 
the article “Conspiracy and Paranoia” in 
Thomas Pynchon in Context (Cambridge 
University Press, 2019). His recent collection 
of essays, Nathaniel Hawthorne in the College 
Classroom, was reviewed in the Nathaniel 
Hawthorne Review (Penn State University 

Press, 2019) and, in the same issue, he 
was recognized “for helping make the 
Hawthorne conference held in Kyoto, Japan, 
in 2018 possible by sponsoring nine scholars’ 
travel to the conference.”

Jonathan Chow, assistant professor of 
political science, co-wrote the article 
“Renegotiating Pariah State Partnerships: 
Why Myanmar and North Korea Respond 
Differently to Chinese Influence,” which 
was published in Contemporary Security 
Policy in August 2019. He also co-wrote the 
article “Myanmar’s Democratic Backsliding 
in the Struggle for National Identity and 
Independence,” published in The Asan Forum 
in June 2019.

Beverly Clark, professor of English, wrote 
the article “From BabyLit to Lusty Little 
Women: Age, Race, and Sexuality in Recent 
Little Women Spinoffs” published in Women’s 
Studies in June 2019. 

Francisco Fernandez de Alba, professor 
of Hispanic studies, wrote Sex, Drugs, and 
Fashion in 1970s Madrid (Toronto University 
Press, 2019). 

Mark LeBlanc, professor of computer 
science, and Kate Boylan ’04, director of 
archives and digital initiatives, received 
a grant from the Council of Independent 
Colleges for “MyShelf: Workflows for curat-
ing and sharing digital scholarship on JSTOR 
Forum.” The grant award supports proto-
typing new strategies for preserving and 
disseminating digital-born materials. 

Ellen McBreen, associate professor of 
the history of art, co-wrote Matisse: 
Metamorphoses (Kunsthaus Zürich, 2019). 

Cheryl Mrozowski, professor of dance, 
presented opening remarks for the National 
Dance Education Organization special 
topic conference for “Jazz Dance: Hybrids, 
Fusions, Connections, Community” in 
Newport, R.I., in July 2019.

Leah Niederstadt, associate profes-
sor of museum studies, presented “The 
Provenance Project: A Pedagogical 
Approach to Engaging Undergraduates 
in Collections-based Research” at the 
International Council of Museums Triennial 
Conference, in Kyoto, Japan, in September 
2019. Ruth Foley, associate faculty in 
English, presented “Framing Objects: First-
Year Writing that Leaves the Page.” 

Kent Shaw, assistant professor of English, 
wrote “My doctor prescribed me glass rods 
for replacing my ribs,” published in the jour-
nal Diagram in September 2019. 

Alumni

Jonathan Crane ’95 wrote the chapter 
“Sove’a: A Satisfying Eating Ethic” in Feasting 
and Fasting: The History and Ethics of Jewish 
Food (NYU Press, 2019).
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LYONS PRIDE

Center 
court
Laura Pierce ’15 
hired as women’s 
basketball coach at 
Fitchburg State 
Laura Pierce’s years playing basketball at 
Wheaton and then serving as an assistant 
coach were some of the best times of her 
life, the Class of 2015 graduate said in a re-
cent interview.

“[Former] Coach [Melissa] Hodgdon chal-
lenged me every day to become the best 
basketball player I could be and reach my 
potential on the court,” Pierce said. “Her 
biggest impact, though, was that she genu-
inely cares about each and every one of her 
players, long after graduation.”

Pierce hopes to do the same with the 
women’s basketball team at Fitchburg 
State University (FSU) in Massachusetts. 
This fall she was hired as the institution’s 
first full-time head coach of the women’s 
basketball program. Along with coaching 
duties she will handle recreational pro-
gramming within the university. 

“Ultimately, the life lessons that Coach 
Hodgdon taught me both on and off the 
court, as a player and assistant coach—
especially about being a part of some-
thing bigger than yourself—are lessons I 
hope to pass along to my program here at 
Fitchburg State,” she said.

Pierce played guard on the Wheaton bas-
ketball team and began gaining some lead-
ership experience on the court by assisting 
with coaching her sophomore year, after 
an injury sidelined her for the season. 

After graduation, she was an assis-
tant coach at Wesleyan University for 
two seasons, from 2015–17. She then re-
turned to Wheaton as assistant coach 
from 2017–19, primarily working with 
the team’s guards to foster individu-
al, group and team chemistry. Her other 

responsibilities at Wheaton included 
planning practices and developing re-
cruiting schedules for the coaching staff. 

“We are thrilled to have Coach Pierce 
joining our Falcon family,” FSU Director 
of Athletics Matthew Burke said, in an-
nouncing her appointment. “Laura un-
derstands the importance of mentor-
ing young people and is a great fit for 
Fitchburg State University. Her enthusi-
asm and knowledge of the game bring a 
great deal of optimism about the future of 
our women’s basketball program.”

A three-year captain for Wheaton, 
Pierce finished her college career with 
622 points, 253 rebounds, 424 assists and 
68 steals in 100 games played (87 starts). 
She currently ranks third all-time in pro-
gram history in assists and fifth all-time in 
three-point field goals made with 121 total.

She majored in history and minored in re-
ligion at Wheaton and earned a master’s de-
gree in liberal studies with a focus in social 
sciences from Wesleyan University in 2017. 

She noted, “I never set out with the 
intention of minoring in religion at 
Wheaton, but taking my first class with 
Professor Barbara Darling changed that 
trajectory. Her enthusiasm and positivi-
ty that she brings to each and every thing 
she does is contagious.”

Professor of Biology Betsey Dyer also 
was a big influence. “Betsey Dyer is one 
of the biggest supporters, if not the big-
gest, of the Wheaton women’s basketball 
program. In my time as a player and as-
sistant, she very rarely missed a game 
and even when she did she would always 
watch the livestream. Her passion for and 
dedication to the game of basketball and 
our program is something I will always be 
grateful for,” said Pierce, who still keeps 
in touch with Darling and Dyer.

Pierce is looking forward to sharing all 
that she has learned. “Being able to give 
back to the game that has given me so 
much as well as helping shape these young 
women’s lives is what I love most about 
this job,” she said. 

“Coaching is about so much more than 
the wins and losses; it’s about building re-
lationships and mentoring these young 
women to become the best basketball 
players they can be, but more importantly 
become the best people they can be.

“I have had many coaches and men-
tors that I have played for and coached 
with, and they all have helped shape me 
into the coach and person I am today. I 
can only hope I have that same impact 
on my players.”

—Sandy Coleman

Laura Pierce ’15 looks forward to imparting the skills she learned at Wheaton to her new team.
MACKENZIE ULLRICH
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Bravo!
Wheaton swimming and diving 
head coach Barrett Roberts 
‘07 presented Jacob Cost 
’19 with his NCAA Division III 
All-America certificate at the 
season opener in October 2019. 
In Wheaton men’s swimming 
and diving history, the Lyons 
have earned three All-America 
honors, with Roberts earning 
two and Cost picking up the 
most recent one. NCAA 
swimming and diving athletes 
and relay teams that make 
the championship final are 
considered First-Team All-
America. 

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

Alumni golf 
tournament
The Lyons Athletic Club presented 
the 11th annual alumni golf open 
on Aug. 12, 2019, at the Franklin 
(Mass.) Country Club. All proceeds 
benefit Wheaton student-athletes 
and the Department of Athletics.
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CAMPUS SCENE

Quad party
Live music and dance  
performances, tie-dye and 
airbrush tattoos, plus tacos?! 
Yes, please. All of this and 
more was featured during 
this celebration of Whea-
ton’s arts programs in Hood 
Courtyard, between the 
Watson and Mars arts build-
ings, in September 2019. 

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Fresh Check Day
Wheaton Counseling and Health Services 
presented Fresh Check Day on the Dimple 
in September 2019. The fun carnival-like 
event, with giveaways, food, raffle prizes and 
lessons on well-being, aims to help decrease 
the stigma around mental health.

Fall Fest
Fall is always so beautiful in New 
England, especially on cam-
pus. It’s also a perfect time for 
students, alumni and families to 
enjoy connecting and building 
community while having fun. This 
year’s Fall Fest events included 
inductions into the Yowell Athlet-
ics Hall of Fame, alumni games, a 
Wheaton Pride Parade and a food 
truck festival.

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM                     
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Driving 
innovation
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Industrial designer Alex Bandazian ’09 
reimagines the automobile

By Laura Pedulli

When most of us step into a car, we simply 
start the engine, shift into drive and steer 
the vehicle to our destination.

Alex Bandazian ’09, a senior industri-
al engineer, experiences cars and driv-
ing through a much more nuanced 
perspective. 

“When getting into a car, certain things 
jump out at me: the silhouette and the 
body lines, the face, including the head-
light and grille, and the feeling and sound 
of the door as it shuts,” he said. “I notice 
any subtle delighters, like the material on 

the armrest, or the texture on a volume 
knob. Even the way I navigate through a 
vehicle’s infotainment system can leave 
an impression.”

In the role of industrial  
designer, Bandazian works with cli-
ents to develop a product’s aesthetics, 
including its overall shape, colors, tex-
tures and sounds, as well as usabili-
ty. He harnesses specific skills, includ-
ing traditional and digital sketching, 

computer-aided design and modeling, 
to create prototypes. 

Now, he is working on an ultimate de-
sign job: developing prototypes of a new 
kind of automobile.

As an industrial designer at Indigo 
Technologies, a Cambridge-based startup, 
he is creating the look, feel and function-
ality of a super-efficient electric vehicle, 
using the company’s patented technolo-
gy, which aims to one day fundamentally 
change how cars are made.

“I joined Indigo because I wanted to put 
my time and energy into designing some-
thing that would have a real impact on the 

Alex Bandazian ’09 (above, left) digitally 
sketches a concept vehicle on a tablet. He was 
heavily involved with the design of Indigo’s 
Draco commuter vehicle (above), which uses 
in-wheel motors with active suspension. 
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world and bring value to people’s lives,” 
Bandazian said. “We need consumer-      
focused design to tackle big problems now 
more than ever, and I feel incredibly lucky 
for the opportunity to get to bring that 
perspective to a company like Indigo that 
understands and values that.”

A drive to design

Bandazian, who graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in English and 
a minor in studio art, has designed in all 
types of work environments—develop-
ing surgical instruments for spine proce-
dures, food storage containers, consumer 
electronics and more.

In 2017, he joined Indigo Technologies, 
a company founded by Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology professor and inves-
tor Ian Hunter to explore storing and using 
energy in different ways—with the ultimate 
goal of reducing pollution and waste in auto-
motive technologies. 

In April 2019, the company unveiled 
its Traction T1 Propulsion System, which 
seeks to replace traditional car parts—
such as engines, drive shafts, axles and 

brake lines—by moving the critical vehi-
cle function into the wheel. (The technical 
term is an in-wheel active suspension sys-
tem.) This would allow for the manufac-
ture of smaller, lighter and more aerody-
namic vehicles. 

The startup’s mission of improving ve-
hicles and reducing reliance on fossil 
fuels attracted Bandazian to the position, 
he said. 

“The current transportation paradigm 
has existed for roughly a century without a 
lot of truly disruptive innovation,” he said. 
“Faced with the looming threat of climate 
catastrophe, I think we have no choice but 
to do what humans have always done in 
times of crisis: innovate.”

At Indigo, Bandazian is working main-
ly on electric vehicle prototypes for the 
Traction T1 Propulsion System, which 
the company has developed over the past 
decade. 

“Because the technology we’re work-
ing on will be integral to the vehicles of 
the future, in a sense we need to build 
those vehicles now to really understand 
the space, and also communicate our 

vision,” he explained.
Depending on the week, Bandazian might 

be sketching concepts for new vehicles, 
using software to design components, con-
ducting user research, fabricating proto-
types or working on presentations for  
potential partners. 

When visualizing a concept vehicle, 
he uses a combination of hand sketching 
(old-fashioned pencil and paper) and digi-
tal sketching to think through complicat-
ed problems, experiment with form and 
materials and story-board user interac-
tions, he said.  

“Digital sketching is one of the funda-
mental skills of the industrial design-
er. It’s one of the fastest and most effec-
tive ways to get the ideas out of our heads 
and into the real world so that we can 
talk about them, get feedback and iterate 
quickly,” he said

Grant Kristofek, director of design at 
Indigo Technologies, collaborates closely 
with Bandazian on a wide range of projects. 
He said Bandazian’s work has been instru-
mental in translating how the technology 
will work and operate in the real world.
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“Alex is energetic, empathetic and cre-
ative and maintains a fun, optimistic and 
humble approach to design. He has a great 
deal of natural talent, which he cultivates 
by continually developing his digital and 
hands-on modeling and design capabili-
ties,” Kristofek said. 

Bandazian said he enjoys being immersed 
in every part of the process.

“I love that I’ve been able, in a very short 
amount of time, to have so many differ-
ent experiences and work on so many dif-
ferent aspects of the design. I feel like I’m 
constantly learning and expanding my 
tool kit, and I find that incredibly reward-
ing,” he said.  

Fueling a passion

Bandazian’s passion for industrial design 
originated from the maker movement, 
which focuses on technology-inspired do-
it-yourself projects, as well as electronics, 
robotics, 3D printing and traditional arts 
and crafts. 

Both of his parents are makers. “My dad 
was always working on the house or build-
ing furniture in his woodshop and my 
mom worked as a textile restoration ex-
pert,” Bandazian said. 

He grew up surrounded by vats of wool 
soaking in natural dyes, helping his father 
with woodworking projects on the week-
ends, and every Halloween, he would sew 
his own costumes from McCall’s patterns.

During his youth, Bandazian took class-
es and participated in the open studios 
program at the Currier Museum school 
in Manchester, N.H. He also was active in 
his middle school’s Technology Student 
Association and enjoyed LEGO robotics 
and building and racing balsa-wood air-
planes and miniature racing cars.

“By high school, I was becoming a con-
summate maker myself, and dabbled in 
just about every hobby you could think of, 
from painting miniatures to building cat-
apults,” he said.

When he entered Wheaton, Bandazian 
felt drawn to many passions. He ulti-
mately decided to major in English with a 

concentration in creative writing and mi-
nored in studio art.

“I always felt like I was pulled in a lot 
of different directions, an impulse that 
was definitely nurtured by Wheaton, and 
has been a consistent theme in my life,” 
he said. “I am a really curious person. In 
addition to writing and art, I was able to 
study philosophy, anthropology, politi-
cal science, history, art history, law—and 
study abroad in Berlin. All of this laid a 
great foundation of critical thinking and 
analysis that would become really impor-
tant, not only in my career but also in my 
development as a person.”

In the realm of writing, he was award-
ed a Wheaton Research Partnership grant 
his senior year that allowed Professor 
of English Lisa Lebduska to hire him 
to research the effect of the G.I. Bill on 
the teaching of writing in U.S. colleges. 
Bandazian spent a year researching arti-
cles and materials, including  
congressional debates and speeches, ad-
dressing the enormous increase in enroll-
ment caused by the G.I. Bill.

“Alex managed to be expansive in his 
approach, but didn’t lose focus. He had a 
genuine curiosity, a wonderful, self-aware 
sense of humor and enthusiasm for re-
search. His writing was precise and lyri-
cal,” the professor recalled.

Bandazian also spent much of his 
spare time at Wheaton building and fix-
ing things for fun, including electron-
ics and musical instruments. His se-
nior year, he dug up a piece of railroad 
track in the woods behind the Outdoors 
House on Taunton Avenue in Norton, 
Mass., and built a makeshift anvil for 
backyard blacksmithing. (His first 

position after college was as an appren-
tice blacksmith at Plimoth Plantation in 
Plymouth, Mass.)

Also, his senior year, as part of his in-
dependent study with then-Professor of 
Art Tim Cunard, he built the sculpture 
“Suit and Desk” outside the Mars Arts and 
Humanities building. The whimsical up-
side-down figure remains on campus and 
can be seen just outside the window of the 
first-floor gallery.

A few years after Wheaton, Bandazian 
discovered industrial design, a field that 
complements his maker background. 
He completed the three-year industri-
al design certificate program from the 
Massachusetts College of Art and Design 
(MassArt). During his final year, he won the 
Industrial Designers Society of America 
Merit Award for MassArt. He represented 
MassArt at the regional conference in 2015, 
where he took second place.

Before joining Indigo Technologies, he 
worked a number of jobs in industrial de-
sign, including on the innovation team at 
SpineFrontier, a medical manufacturer 
in Malden, Mass. There, he partnered di-
rectly with surgeons developing new sur-
gical technologies and methods of oper-
ating that sought to be less invasive, with 
less blood loss and with better patient re-
covery time. 

Making space for others

In addition to his work designing the ve-
hicle of the future at Indigo Technologies, 
Bandazian still finds time to share his tal-
ent with other aspiring makers.

Since 2015, he has volunteered at 
the makerspace Artisan’s Asylum in 
Somerville, Mass. There, he offers indus-
trial design consultations to help makers, 
artists and entrepreneurs take their ideas 
from concept to product, and he teaches 
workshops on design thinking.

“I really enjoy interfacing with that 
community and getting to see all of the  
exciting things people are working on,  
especially since a lot of the projects I’m in-
volved with professionally have much  
longer development cycles and strict reg-
ulatory environments,” he said. “It’s a 
great way for me to stay in touch with the 
parts of the design process that I don’t get 
to flex in my everyday life.” 

Left: A vehicle prototype from Indigo 
Technologies. Right: Bandazian’s sculpture 
“Suit and Desk,” which remains on the Wheaton 
campus to this day.
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Building on green initiatives

Designs, programs, leadership 
enhance sustainability

By Sandy Coleman

During the past six years, Wheaton has incorporated 
sustainability into as many projects and initiatives as 
possible, including the design of new buildings, the 
renovation of existing ones, the creation of a solar farm, the 
installation of filtered water stations throughout the campus 
and the encouragement and support of student theme-based 
residences that focus on conservation. Wheaton’s efforts are 
ongoing, but giant steps have been made toward lowering 
the college’s carbon footprint. Take a look.

Pine Hall: Passive House, 
active goals
Pine Hall, Wheaton’s newest residence 
hall, is the latest testament to Wheaton’s 
commitment to helping protect the envi-
ronment and sustain the planet for future 
generations, as well as conserve  
resources. The new 45,000-square-foot 
building, which has a 178-bed capaci-
ty, opened in fall 2019. Located near Pine 
Street, adjacent to the Meadows com-
plex and Young, McIntire and Clark, the 
new residence was built to accommodate 
a growing student population as well as 
support the college’s continuing efforts to 
create community on campus.
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Pine Hall’s Passive House design meets 
strict standards in energy efficiency, 
with features such as airtight, high-per-
formance windows and balanced heat- 
and moisture-recovery ventilation. The 
residence hall is expected to be about 70 
percent more energy efficient than build-
ings that meet the standard state code, 
resulting in significant cost savings over 

the life of the building. Pine Hall also 
serves as an inspiration for the students 
who live there—and those who attend 
programs and events—to be environ-
mentally mindful.

Even the theme of the residence—
wellness—underscores sustainability 
goals. To live in Pine Hall, students must 
apply and commit individually to strive 

for “wellness” in all areas of their lives. 
This includes environmental wellness, 
which encourages emotional, physical 
and mental health, with the understand-
ing that all are necessary for students to 
make a positive impact on the quality of 
their surroundings, be it the residence 
hall or the planet.

Pine Hall has high-performance windows and balanced heat- and 
moisture-recovery ventilation. Its energy-efficient features are 
expected to result in significant cost savings.

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM
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Indoor and outdoor community spaces bring students 
together in this wellness-themed residence. Highly 
efficient laundry machines save gallons of water, and 
filtered water bottle-filling and drinking stations aim to 
keep plastic bottles out of the waste cycle.

President Dennis M. Hanno and Board of Trustees 
Chair Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72 (above) at the Pine 
Hall ribbon-cutting in October 2019; below, former 
EPA administrator and New Jersey Governor Christine 
Todd Whitman ’68 visited campus in April 2019 to talk 
with students about the intersection of politics and 
the environment.
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LEED-certified 
buildings
Mars Center for Science and 
Technology
The Mars Center for Science and Technology was 
designed to achieve a prestigious LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design) silver 
certification from the U.S. Green Building Council. 
The sustainable design and construction features 
include: a 1,300-square-foot green roof; drought-
tolerant plants to conserve water; solar shading on 
glass for energy efficiency year-round; glass walls for 
natural light; night sky-compliant lighting that shines 
downward to reduce light pollution; motion-sensor 
lighting indoors for energy conservation; use of 
replenishable wood throughout the building; and vinyl 
tile floors made of recycled material.

Chase Dining Hall
In 2016, the renovated Chase Dining Hall earned 
honors from the U.S. Green Building Council as a 
LEED silver-certified facility, based on the energy 
efficiency measures built into the design, its use 
of recycled materials and the green construction 
practices employed during the project. The design 
incorporates eco-friendly features, including energy-
efficient windows, roofing and air ventilation systems, 
high-efficiency bathroom hand dryers, LED lighting 
throughout and vinyl flooring made largely with 
natural and recycled materials. Overall, the dining hall 
uses approximately 18 percent less energy than a 
typical dining hall of the same size.

Energy efficiency
• Since 2005, Wheaton’s carbon emissions are down 

23 percent, well on the way toward the goal of a 28 
percent reduction by 2025, a target set by the 2015 
Paris climate accord. 

• A 10-acre solar farm was created on Wheaton’s 
Clapp Street parcel, and rooftop solar panels on the 
old Science Center and the Haas Athletic Center 
were installed in 2016–17. 

• The farm alone provides enough electricity to power 
4,650 homes and has the impact of reducing carbon 
emissions equivalent to taking 500 vehicles off the 
road. The Haas center swimming pool and hot water 
for showers are heated through a solar hot water 
system installed in 2017. 

JOSH EDENBAUM

DAVID LAFERRIERE

JOSH EDENBAUM
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Food, water and 
more
• The college dining program has a number of 

sustainability aspects. The Eco Café in Balfour-Hood 
Center emphasizes local and organic food. All dining hall 
food waste is saved and sent to a local farm for pigs, and 
a student-led partnership was created to offer reusable 
to-go containers. 

• A touch-screen kiosk located in the entrance area 
of Chase Dining Hall helps to inspire conservation 
mindfulness by providing a steady stream of information 
from the college’s online sustainability webpage. 

• Filtered water bottle-filling and drinking stations have 
been installed across campus to help eliminate water 
bottles from the waste cycle since 2016. 

• All laundry machines are high-efficiency units that save 
thousands of gallons of water each year.

• Wheaton has implemented single-stream recycling, 
which simplifies the collection process.

• Since 2015, more than 4,000 regular lighting fixtures 
have been replaced with LED fixtures to reduce 
electricity consumption.

• Work is ongoing with trustees to ensure the college’s 
investments align with environmental values, and to 
continue to look at reducing waste. 

Inspiring and 
supporting student 
leadership
• A student-run community garden, WheaFarm, 

provides students with the opportunity to grow fruits, 
vegetables and herbs while pursuing their larger 
mission of promoting food justice and sustainability.

• The residents of the Environmentally Conscious 
Community Oriented (ECCO) House run a campuswide 
composting program and host conversations about 
environmental conservation. Other environmentally 
focused theme houses include Farm House, Hungry 
Lyons and Outdoors House. 

• Last spring, the Student Government Association 
created the Sustainability Board to focus on 
environmental efforts on campus and encourage 
environmental advocacy. One of the first initiatives 
took place in September 2019 in which about 50 
Wheaton students traveled to Boston to participate in 
a global youth-led climate strike.

• In November 2019, Wheaton students led discussions 
with area high school students on campus at the 
Youth Climate Action Summit, which was organized 
by several Mass Audubon wildlife sanctuaries in 
partnership with Wheaton. 

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

http://sustainability.wheatoncollege.edu/
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Return 
of the 
mummy
Museum curator 
Gina Borromeo’s 
top five favorites

By Sandy Coleman

Gina Borromeo ’84 is the curator of ancient art at the Rhode 
Island School of Design (RISD) Museum in Providence, R.I. For 
the past 19 years, she has been overseeing the Egyptian, Greek, 
Etruscan and Roman collections.

Yet one fall morning, as she walked from the main lobby to the 
Egyptian gallery, she often let out a “wow” or “look at this,” react-
ing to art with the animated joy and curiosity one might expect 
of a first-time visitor. And when she landed on the sixth floor in 
front of the mummy known as Nesmin—a favorite of hers and 
the source of one of her most recent accomplishments—she 
really lit up.

“What I love about this job is the constant sense of learn-
ing,” said Borromeo, who majored in art history at Wheaton 
and gained experience while a student as a curatorial assistant 
working with the college’s Permanent Collection. “Knowing that, 
even as someone who has worked here for 24 years [since 1995], I 
don’t know everything about the ancient art collection. There is 
plenty I still need to learn, and that’s the fun part.”

The biggest example of her openness to new ideas and infor-
mation is the 2,100-year-old mummy, whose body, thanks to her, 
visitors no longer can see on display. She initiated and took the 
lead on returning the mummy of Nesmin to his decorative coffin 
as of November 2018, after he had been exhibited in plain view 
for 80 years.

The effort, which was in-
spired in response to ques-
tions posed to Borromeo 
by a RISD M.F.A. candi-
date’s museum project and 
a Brown University archae-
ology major’s thesis about 
the appropriateness of see-
ing the mummy out in the 
open, sparked a great deal of 
thought and conversation (as 

well as some media attention) 
regarding whether a body is 
art to display.

“There was this growing 
feeling that a body—a human 
body—is not a work of art. 
And that Nesmin is entitled 
to the rest that he deserved 
because we interrupted his 
burial,” Borromeo said. “I felt 
that it was time to just make 
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it right. After intense conver-
sations with members of the 
museum staff, I decided to put 
Nesmin’s mummy back in his 
coffin instead of continuing 

to display the mummy beside 
the coffin. … I think about it as 
being responsive to questions 
and issues, being responsive 
to things going on around 

us. … Just because this is the 
way it has always been done, 
just because American muse-
ums still consider it normal to 
show Egyptian bodies, doesn’t 
mean we have to continue 
doing it.”

Borromeo’s path to the 
RISD Museum began at 
Wheaton, where she first 
fell in love with Greek art 

in then-professor Roberta 
Olson’s class.

“I thought then, oh my gosh, 
this is absolutely amazing 
stuff. It was Greek art that 
really captured me initially—
the idea that you can learn so 
much about a culture from 
the visual material it pro-
duced,” Borromeo said. “I was 
looking at pieces created by 

Gina Borromeo ’84 has a master’s degree and a doctorate in the history 
of art and architecture from Brown University, was a Fulbright Scholar 
in Rome (1990–91) and has had significant archaeological excavation 
experience on sites in Greece, Israel, Italy and Turkey. The daughter of a 
career counselor and a physician, she came with her family to the U.S. from 
the Philippines in 1977 and grew up in Middletown, R.I. 

KEITH NORDSTROM                 



30 WHEATON MAGAZINE

people who lived so long ago. 
It was very exciting for me. 
It feels strangely like home 
now that I’m working with 
Greek art again, because I’m 
always in touch with how I 
got started. It was that class 

with Roberta Olson that 
really made me think, you 
know, maybe I could go on 
to graduate school and learn 
about this material. Wheaton 
gave me a great education in 
art history.”

Wheaton Professor Emerita 
of Art History Ann Murray re-
called that Borromeo began 
as a science major and then 
switched. “It was a bold move 
on her part,” Murray said. 
“She had a lot of catching up to 

do in a brand new discipline. 
I remember her being a real 
trouper and never a complain-
er. She did very well and is a 
real credit to Wheaton’s art 
history program.”

Now, the curator is the one 

“Coffin of Nesmin”

Purchased from news-
paper titan William 
Randolph Hearst, the 
mummy arrived for ex-
hibition at the RISD 
Museum in 1938 and had 
been on display alongside  
the coffin.

“We put Nesmin’s 
mummy back in his 
coffin in 2018. It wasn’t 
an easy decision to 
put him back, because 
it meant there was a 
possibility that we would 
actually damage the cof-
fin, which had lain empty 
for decades,” Borromeo 
said. “But in the end, we 
thought it was more im-
portant to be respect-
ful of the body. … I’m try-
ing to do the right thing. 
It’s a larger issue. It’s 
not just about objects. 
It’s about respect for an-
other human being. It’s 
about asking questions 
such as, would I want 
my ancestors to be out 
in view for everyone to 
see? Is it true that we 
have to look at a mum-
mified human body in 
order to learn some-
thing about it, or is it 
enough for me to be able 
to talk about those things 
without having the body 
on view?”

“Painting of the god Heron”

“This looks like nothing special, but what’s 
remarkable about it is that it was painted on 
wooden panels a very long time ago, about 
200 C.E. This 
painting is one of 
only four surviv-
ing in the world 
still in its origi-
nal frame. That 
wooden frame 
was made spe-
cifically for this 
painting, and 
original frames 
like that don’t 
survive any-
more. We did a 
lot of scientific 
analysis and re-
search on it and 
it’s being shown for the first time here in the 
RISD Museum. I just put it on view this past 
year. I love it because it has a story to tell.”
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inspiring curiosity among art 
students and other museum 
goers. “I’m the caretaker for 
a collection of 2,300 objects,” 
Borromeo said in describ-
ing her role. “I make sure 
that they’re well-conserved. 

I do research on them. I talk 
about them in educational 
contexts. I also try to glean 
from these objects things 
that are applicable to the 
world around us today. So, I 
try to seek out the relevance 

of the past to the present.”
As a way for us to get to 

know her as well as see the 
results of her work, we asked 
her to walk us around the 
museum and share her five 
favorites in the collection 

that she curates. It was like 
asking her to pick her favorite 
child (she has two sons in col-
lege), but she managed to tell 
us. What we learned: she is 
funny, wise and a great story-
teller. Take a look. 

“Etruscan cinerarium”

Borromeo has made it a point to address 
thought-provoking issues inspired by ob-
jects, including misconceptions that re-
sult from the assumption that Greek and 
Roman statues are white because color-
ation has been lost with the passage of 
time. Her thoughts on the subject were 
included in the 2018 New Yorker maga-
zine article “The Myth of Whiteness in 
Classical Sculpture.” The ash urn is a 
prime example.

“This one is a piece I love. This is an 
object that I proposed for purchase in 
2016, and the reason I was particularly 

excited about purchasing it is that it still 
has traces of paint and color on it. I think 
a lot of us, when we come face to face 
with works of ancient art like this, have 
misconceptions. When we look at uni-
formly white marble statues, we may as-
sume that they came from a time and place 
that were totally homogeneous. Well, 
that whole thing is bunk. It’s based on 
the total misunderstanding of antiquity; 
these objects were brightly painted in the 
ancient world. So, this piece, although 
modest in scale, is one I can always point 
to and say: ‘Look, things are not always as 

they seem. Sometimes what we’re looking 
at are faint glimpses of what they used to 
be.’ Right? The color, the paint, have faded 
on all these objects. They are in a state of 
disrepair. Centuries have passed since 
these things were made, and things inevi-
tably change over time. We are not trying 
to take you back to a place of what the 
original actually looked like, but what I 
want to show you is the complexity of the 
history of objects, how they themselves 
have long histories, like we do, like 
civilizations do.”

“Goddess Maat”

“The goddess Maat in ancient 
Egyptian belief is the personi-
fication of truth, balance, jus-
tice and proper conduct. She 
was central to Egyptian reli-
gion; the Egyptians believed at 
the moment of creation there 
was chaos, but also there was 
this concept of Maat—that if you 
did certain things, then balance 
could be reached. So Maat was 
the concept of order that was al-
ways present. Egyptians believed 
that if you practiced Maat, if you 
maintained Maat in your own 
life, then all would be OK. … I like 
the centrality of this figure. That 
piece is so beautifully made, and 
when you look at this in profile, 
what you have is the hieroglyph 
for Maat, so this is both image 
and text. What she symbolizes to 
me. ... I just adore her.”

“Jar with lid”

“I really love this 
Etruscan jar. It was 
originally made 
of bronze, and it 
would have been 
maybe a warm 
brown in color orig-
inally. Today, the 
surface is gorgeous, 
Right? Greens and 
blues. So, it shows 
you again the pas-
sage of time and 
what happens 
to objects when they’re buried under-
ground. But what I love about it is the 
sense of design—how the artist decided 
to make hands where your hands would 
hold the jar. It’s so witty and whimsical.”

Photos courtesy of the RISD Museum, Providence, R.I.
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Protecting the right to vote
Georgina Cannan ’09 originally set her 
sights on a career in international  
humanitarian law. She double majored in 
international relations and political  
science at Wheaton, and studied  
international human rights at George 
Washington Law School.

But an experience volunteering at the 
polls in Virginia opened Cannan’s eyes to 
voting barriers in elections—and opportuni-
ties to make a difference at home in the U.S.

“I started seeing the challenges peo-
ple faced at the polls, and how fundamen-
tal the need was to improve our electoral 
system,” Cannan said. “One of the things I 
learned at Wheaton was to be open, follow 
my interests and be creative in my think-
ing. I stumbled into an area where I saw 
a huge need. Having free and fair elec-
tions is so fundamental to protect human 
rights, and seeing that right to vote being 
compromised was a turning point for me.”

Since that revelation, Cannan has dedi-
cated her career to improving the elector-
al process.

She has worked with state parties and 
organizations to help them develop voter 
protection plans, and advocate for chang-
es to ensure individuals can make their 
voices heard. Some factors that impede 
the right to vote include faulty machines, 
voter intimidation and in-
consistent rules around 
voter registration across the 
U.S., she said. In some states, 
a person’s name can be re-
moved from voting lists sim-
ply because they didn’t re-
spond to a letter and failed 
to vote in two consecutive 
elections.

Cannan’s most recent 
roles include deputy director 
and counsel, civic engage-
ment and voter protection 
at the Democratic National 
Committee (2017–18), and 
CEO of GCC Consulting, LLC. 
(2019), a political consult-
ing firm focused on voter 
protection and delegate 

selection. She is currently elections coun-
sel for the U.S. House of Representatives’ 
Committee on House Administration, 
where she develops legislation and plans 
oversight related to federal elections.

“I really want to do what I can to make 
voting accessible to everyone and encour-
age voter participation. We won’t make 
progress as a democracy unless voting be-
comes a lot easier,” she said.

Cannan, a Washington, D.C., native, 

said she lived and breathed politics 
as a child. She declared her majors at 
Wheaton as a freshman, and took ad-
vantage of opportunities on and off cam-
pus—including doing an internship at 
the Library of Congress and a research 
project on Russian-Eurasian studies for 
Professor Emerita of Political Science 
Jeanne Wilson, which she presented at 
a forum at Harvard. Cannan also served 
on the Wheaton Student Government 
Association.

 Professor Emerita of Political Science 
Darlene Boroviak, who described Cannan 
as “one of the most articulate students I 
have had,” vividly recalled her thesis on 
the evolution of rape as a war crime.

“Her thesis was well documented and 
beautifully written. And her defense of 
the thesis was memorable because of her 
command of the topic and her refusal to 

be shaken by some signifi-
cant challenges from some 
examiners,” she said. “At 
the end, I and my colleagues 
from political science and 
sociology wanted to stand 
up and applaud her clarity of 
thinking and her astute legal 
and theoretical arguments.”

Professor Wilson also 
noted that Cannan is not 
easily intimidated. “She has 
a good sense of politics, and 
self-confidence. She is very 
grounded, pragmatic and 
organized.”

All of these skills have 
helped her succeed in voter 
protection advocacy.

—Laura Pedulli

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NETWORK

Know your rights
Georgina Cannan offers three tips to ensure you don’t get 
turned away at the ballot box:

1. Make sure your voter 
registration is up-to-date. 
Most states have election 
websites that allow you 
to check your registration 
status online. Make sure you 
are registered at the correct 
address, especially if you 
have recently moved. 

2. Vote in every election in which 
you are eligible. Presidential 
elections get a lot of attention, 
but so much gets done on 
the state and local level. 
The winners of races for city 
council, mayor and the school 

board have an enormous 
impact on your day-to-day life. 
Also, voting in every election 
ensures you remain active on 
voting lists.  

3. Don’t leave a polling location 
without casting a ballot 
(unless you are in the wrong 
place). If your eligibility is 
questioned at the polls, at 
least fill out a provisional 
ballot, which is used to record 
a vote when such eligibility 
issues arise. There is a chance 
your provisional ballot will be 
counted. 

Georgina Cannan ’09

“I started seeing the 
challenges people faced at the 

polls, and how fundamental 
the need was to improve our 

electoral system.”
Georgina Cannan ’09
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A foundation to build on
At Pine Hall, Timeo Sequeira ’19 sat at a 
table one September afternoon, taking in 
the airy and bright common room dedi-
cated to the late Nancy Pearlstine Conger 
’67 and her husband. 

Unlike the casual observer, Sequeira 
knows every inch of the Conger 
Commons, as well as other spaces of 
Wheaton’s newest residence hall. For 
more than a year while a student, he 
served as the project management in-
tern for the company that constructed it, 
Commodore Builders. 

As an intern, he helped manage all as-
pects of the dorm’s construction. That 
work, in turn, helped earn him a full-time 
position with the company. The alum is 
now a project engineer.

“At first, what I loved most about the 
internship was watching all of the mas-
sive excavators and specialized construc-
tion equipment in action. I loved seeing 
the process of preparing a site for a build-
ing and then actually building it,” he said. 
“Before I knew it, I started to pick up some 
new management and interpersonal skills 

and gain responsibilities—and I never 
looked back.”

Sequeira, a mathematics and phys-
ics major, first learned about the 
Commodore internship through the 
Filene Center for Academic Advising and 
Career Services. With the help of facul-
ty, he secured the position in May 2018, 
just as Commodore began to clear land to 
make way for the dorm.

Among Sequeira’s first jobs was putting 
together daily logs that tracked workflow. 
He also took photos that documented the 
construction. Both jobs gave him a high-
level view of the project.

Since a young age, Sequeira was 
drawn to science and math. At Wheaton, 
he was active in the physics and math 

clubs; his favorite course was his math 
senior seminar.

Professor of Mathematics Michael Kahn 
said Sequeira—a commuter student—
worked particularly hard, as he traveled 
40 minutes each way, five days per week, 
to campus while juggling outside jobs.

“He did it all every day with a smile on 
his face. He was a very good student who 
came to class with questions about the 
material, questions about ‘what if’ that 
went beyond the material, and an  
easygoing nature,” Kahn elaborated.

As Commodore’s new project engi-
neer, Sequeira helps supervise sites and 
facilitates communication among archi-
tects, designers and workers. He works 
on a variety of projects, including a res-
taurant in Boston. 

“Every day is different due to the pro-
gressive nature of construction projects,” 
he said. “I love the fast-paced work environ-
ment and getting to look back on how much 
effort or coordination went into a particu-
lar detail of a structure.”

—Laura Pedulli

Timeo Sequeira ’19 sits outside of Pine Hall, where he was a project management intern. The experience helped him land a full-time job after graduation.
KEITH NORDSTROM

“I loved seeing the process 
of preparing a site for a 

building and then actually 
building it.”
Timeo Sequeira ’19 
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New destinations

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NETWORK

Planning a vacation? Entrepreneur and 
travel expert Marisa DeSalvio ’10 says to 
think beyond popular destinations like 
the Caribbean or Europe.

“A lot of people have an idea in their 
heads that they want to go to Italy, and they 
always want to go in the summer,” DeSalvio 
said. “But if you open up the picture a bit to 
other places, you can see how you can get 
the most for your budget and time.”

An alternative? Try Oman, suggest-
ed DeSalvio. “It’s not on the radar of most 
people in the U.S., but it’s an off-the-beat-
en path, cultural experience, where you 
can learn about Arab culture. There is 
so much natural beauty: you can see the 
‘Grand Canyon of the Middle East’ [Grand 
Canyon of Oman]; hidden caves, dolphins 
and turtles. It’s really authentic.”

DeSalvio, who majored in English and mi-
nored in art history, owns DeSalvio Travel, 
a Washington, D.C.-based agency that 
promises to whisk people away to the “un-
spoiled place no one has heard of.”

At Wheaton, she deepened her knowl-
edge and appreciation for other cultures, 
which she draws on daily in helping fami-
lies conceptualize their dream vacation.

DeSalvio said her First-Year Seminar, 

“The Innocent Abroad,” in which she read 
literature about people traveling to coun-
tries for the first time, “really opened my 
eyes to the possibilities of travel.” She also 
studied abroad in Florence, Italy. 

Courses in art history with Associate 
Professor of Museum Studies Leah 
Niederstadt also left a lasting impact. The 
professor connected DeSalvio with  
internships at three museums, including 
the Smithsonian.

Niederstadt, who has stayed in touch 
with DeSalvio, describes the alumna as 
a gifted writer. She noted that DeSalvio’s 
piece was selected to be performed at 
Wheaton’s 10-minute Play Festival in 2010 
and she wrote an excellent research paper 
on 20th-century African artists for the 
course “Exhibiting Africa.”

“Aside from her skills as a writer and 
creative thinker, what I most admire about 
Marisa is her willingness to take risks and 
pursue new opportunities,” she said.

After college, DeSalvio originally planned 
to either pursue a career in the museum 
field or to study for a Ph.D. in English. She 
applied for a Fulbright Scholarship to teach 
abroad—but was unsuccessful.

It ended up working out for the better.

She gained a teaching position (English as a 
second language) at the Qatar Foundation, 
a large nonprofit that focuses on education, 
research and community.

“Over three years I got to travel, see 
more than 30 different countries and make 
friends all over the world,” she said. 

DeSalvio soon learned about a viable ca-
reer path that would allow her to be chal-
lenged creatively and connect all of her in-
terests: travel, culture, writing and business.

“I found out travel agents still existed —
and were thriving,” she said.

 She was accepted into a competitive 
and intensive one-year mentorship pro-
gram through Brownell Travel, which 
teaches the ins-and-outs of running a 
travel agency to motivated newcomers to 
the industry. 

Now DeSalvio spends her time plan-
ning vacations for families and couples 
that are truly immersive and that lever-
age her connections abroad and rich cul-
tural knowledge.

“I help people discover something they 
can’t find on Google; destinations that are 
up and coming, exciting and different,” 
she said.

—Laura Pedulli

Marisa DeSalvio ’10 perched above the Grand Canyon of Oman
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An invitation

Tell us 
your 
Wheaton 
story
As part of the celebration of the 150th 
anniversary of the Alumni Association, 
alumni and faculty are invited to share 
their Wheaton stories for a book that will 
preserve the rich history of our beloved 
institution, as told by those who have lived it.  

The college is collaborating with 
Publishing Concepts, Inc., to create an 
oral history of Wheaton College that will 
record our shared connections. With 
more than 19,000 alumni and so many 
inspiring professors through the years, 
what better way to recognize our impact 
as a community than to share our personal 
narratives?

Don’t miss this opportunity to tell your 
Wheaton story, capture memories of 
favorite professors or celebrate classmates.

Please be on the lookout in your email 
and snail mail for ways to share your campus 
stories and to leave your mark on our 
collective history. Or visit oralhistoryproject.
wheatoncollege.edu to get started.



CLASS NOTES

An unbreakable circle: the Wheaton Board of Trustees celebrate Socktober, a fundraiser for the Wheaton Fund, during their fall reception in Conger 
Commons in Pine Hall, Wheaton College’s newest residence hall.

KEITH NORDSTROM

Wheaton classmates 
pose in a stylized 
portrait that reflects 
their friendship 
and strong ties. 
Pictured, from left: 
Milana Meytes ’15, 
Blair Davis ’14, 
Samantha Viotty 
’14, Maya Ennis ’14, 
Juan Landazabal ’14, 
Bailey McWilliams 
’14, Soraya Matos 
’14, Luke Demers 
’14, Annie Pevear ’14,  
Emma Silver ’14 and 
Sophie Howard ’14
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Ann Marie Brasacchio ’16 snorkeling in the Silfra Fissure, the crack 
between the North American and Eurasian continental plates. Ann 
Marie recently founded Triangle Artistic Swim Club, a nonprofit youth 
synchronized swimming club in the Raleigh-Durham region of North 
Carolina.

Call it a tale of one city. 
Alumni Barbara Horlbeck ’75 
and Nancy Rossiter Mobley 
’75  (above) and Alexia 
Rempoutzakou ’13 with 
Alaina Raftis ’13 (left) could 
very well have crossed paths. 
The groups of friends both 
enjoyed breathtaking views 
(at sunset and in the evening) 
of the Acropolis in Athens, 
Greece.

Just missed 
each other 

Did your contact 
information change?
Report changes of address and email to 
Alumni Relations at 508-286-8207 or  
alum@wheatoncollege.edu.

Is your class year missing and 
you have news to share?
Contact us at magazine@wheatoncollege.edu 
and we will put you in touch with your class 
secretary.

Looking to volunteer?
Contact our Alumni Relations Office to get 
involved at  
508-286-8207.

For class secretaries: How to 
submit your Class Notes
By email: Submit Class Notes to magazine@
wheatoncollege.edu. Include your class year in 
the subject line (e.g., “Class Notes, 2001.”) Also, 
we accept Class Notes by snail mail: 

Class Notes
Wheaton Magazine
Wheaton College
26 E. Main St.
Norton, MA 02766

Deadlines
Spring: Jan. 13, 2020
Summer: April 7, 2020
Fall: July 7, 2020
Winter: Sept. 24, 2020

Photos
To submit digital photos (preferred), email 
them as an attachment to magazine@
wheatoncollege.edu. For full guidelines, visit 
wheatoncollege.edu/wheaton-magazine/
submitting-digital-images. Mail photographic 
prints (at least 4x6 inches in size) to address 
above. Please send copies only; we cannot 
return photos.

For all photos: Please supply a brief descrip-
tion of the event and all the names and class 
years of the alumni in the picture.

Please note: The photos you send in must be 
sharp and clear. Photos that are out of focus, 
or that have harsh shadows, over-exposed ar-
eas or “red-eyed” subjects may not be usable. 
Often we receive more photos than we can use 
in any one issue. When this happens, we will 
select photos that represent a variety of class 
years and timely events.
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Setting the standard
Diane C. Nordin ’80, a former Wheaton 
trustee and an expert in the investment 
management industry, has assumed a 
leadership role at a major global finance 
organization.

On September 3, the CFA Institute—a 
global financial association with more 
than 170,000 members from over 165 coun-
tries—officially named Nordin chair of the 
board of governors. In this role, she will 
lead the institute’s mission of promoting 
strong educational, ethical and profession-
al standards in the investment industry.

“I look forward to working with the 
leadership team and our members 
around the world to continue our work on 
advancing the highest standards of eth-
ics, education and investment profession-
al excellence,” Nordin said in a statement.

The alumna, who majored in biology at 
Wheaton, brings more than 35 years of 

investment industry experience to the  
position. Nordin most recently spent 
a year as a fellow at the Advanced 
Leadership Initiative at Harvard 
University. She also spent 20 years at 

Wellington Management Co., a private 
asset management company, where she 
served as a partner from 1995 to 2011.

Nordin is a longtime volunteer at 
Wheaton. For many years, she was a 
trustee at the college, serving on the audit 
committee and chairing the investment 
committee. In recognition of her support 
and engagement, Wheaton named its  
synthetic turf field—installed in 2013—
the Diane C. Nordin ’80 Athletic Field. As 
a student, she was a member of the field 
hockey team.

Other roles held by Nordin include vice 
chair of the Fannie Mae board, board 
member of Principal Financial Group and 
Antares Capital. In addition, she has served 
on several nonprofit boards, including 
Martha’s Vineyard Community Services 
and the Appalachian Mountain Club.

—Laura Pedulli

CLASS NOTES

Making smarter choices
When facing a crossroads, how do you know 
which path to take? What strategies can you 
employ to ensure your decision is sound? 
Matthew Confer ’08 has your answer.

The alum recently shared his wisdom on 
better decision-making, on stage to a live au-
dience, at TEDxOakLawn—an independent 
TED Talk event in Dallas. 

Confer, who majored in economics at 
Wheaton, is the vice president of strategy 
and business development at Abilitie. The 
company, based in Austin, Texas, works 
with employees at Fortune 500 companies 
and universities, among others, on improv-
ing their decision-making acumen and busi-
ness skills. Confer runs immersive leader-
ship simulations, both in person and online, 
in more than 30 countries.

“What I love more than anything else is 
watching people focusing on their own de-
velopment. I like people to push beyond 
their comfortable limits in the simula-
tions,” he said.

In his TED talk, Confer distilled his 
knowledge from running these simu-
lations. He shared with us a three-step 

process, applicable to anyone looking to 
take the smart step forward:

Challenge the constraints: “Too many 
times, we jump right into solving a problem 
and accept all the constraints we are pre-
sented with. It is better to begin not by solv-
ing, but instead by considering what barri-
ers are holding you back from a real break-
through. You first must decide what your 
constraints are and then you must determine 
if it is beneficial or even possible to challenge 
them. That must come before you ever begin 
to address the task in front of you.”

Embrace a pre-mortem: “It’s human na-
ture to strategize an approach to a decision 

and then spend time formulating and strat-
egizing all the ways you will be successful. 
However, many times we fail to spend any 
time considering the many ways the deci-
sion we are considering could end in fail-
ure. Investing the time upfront to brain-
storm how a path under consideration 
could fail is a valuable  
exercise for you to adjust your decision- 
 making to mitigate for those outcomes.”

Check the basics: “Never let the small de-
tails be your downfall. Many of our decisions 
are complex with multiple layers. As a re-
sult, the planning and execution can involve 
many components. When complexity runs 
rampant, it frequently is the small details 
that prove to be the stumbling point. Always 
ensure that the final check is focused on the 
basics, because those are the critical details 
that are often overlooked.”

To watch Confer’s TED Talk, visit ted.com/
talks/matthew_confer_before_you_decide_3_
steps_to_better_decision_making

—Laura Pedulli
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On the beat
A little motivation and inspiration can go 
a long way.

Case in point: Caitly Reynoso ’19, who de-
veloped a habit of writing down inspiration-
al quotes—specifically bits of journalism-
related advice and wisdom—in visiting in-
structor Ted Nesi’s “Journalism” course.

“I vividly remember the ‘clicking’ feeling 
I would get any time he shared something 
fundamental to our mutual passion, jour-
nalism,” she recalled.  

Eventually, she started placing the quotes 
right above her desk so she could see them 
every morning and while doing homework 
at the end of the day.

“By the end of the semester, when I was 
writing cover letters and interviewing for 
big news networks, the quotes became a 
source of support and encouragement for 
me,” she said.

Months later, it’s clear her encourage-
ment paid off. After graduation, Reynoso se-
cured an opportunity as a reporter for the 
prestigious two-week intensive program, the 
Student Journalism Institute, with The New 
York Times. Not long after, she joined “CBS 
This Morning” in New York City, where she is 
currently a full-time broadcast associate.

Through the Student Journalism 
Institute, Reynoso wrote a profile and a 
news article; the latter delved into the ex-
tensive and inefficient experiences tenants 
endure after entering the housing court sys-
tem in Bronx, N.Y.   

In June, she joined “CBS This Morning,” 
working on the fact check team.

“I review all of the scripts that air on the 
Emmy-award winning morning show. I 
work intimately with producers of all levels 
to ensure that the stories we deliver to our 
nationwide audience are factual and accu-
rate,” she said.

Reynoso, who majored in film and new 
media studies, said that her professors, in-
cluding Associate Professor of English 
Talitha Espiritu and Nesi, as well as in-
ternships and learning opportunities at 
Wheaton, helped fuel her success.

Before Reynoso took Nesi’s journalism 
course, she worked with him as an intern 

at WPRI Channel 12 in Providence, collab-
orating with the station’s reporters to re-
search, gather video and conduct interviews 
for stories.

“Caitly was one of the most exceptional 
students I have encountered, both in the 
classroom and as an intern. She was an in-
stant favorite of my newsroom colleagues 
when she interned at WPRI. She was inter-
ested in journalism for all the right reasons 
and took to heart its purpose as a discipline 
of verification,”  said Nesi, a reporter at WPRI 
who graduated from Wheaton in 2007.

Diana Pinzon, who worked at WPRI at the 
time of Reynoso’s internship (she is now a 
producer at WCVB-TV), described Reynoso 
as “just the right mix of confident, humble 
and eager.”

“Out in the field on a very busy election 
night, she quickly proved that she could be 

trusted with important tasks, and I was able 
to rely on her to complete them successfully. 
She often took the initiative to come up with 
her own ideas, troubleshoot and help me do 
my own job better,” Pinzon said.

So far, Reynoso said she is thriving at her 
new role at CBS. The inspirational quotes 
still come in handy.

“At a check-in with my supervisor, I found 
myself reciting the quote ‘The only obsta-
cle I have is me’ while discussing where I see 
myself moving forward. My supervisor re-
sponded, ‘I’m so glad you said that, yes, ex-
actly!’ very enthusiastically. To some, this 
quote may seem cliché or common knowl-
edge, but it helped me stand out in moments 
like this,” Reynoso said.

—Laura Pedulli



Wheaton Trustee Cecilia “Cee” Greene ’82 hosted an event for alumni of the ’80s. Pictured, from left: (front row) Paula Laliberte ’83, Dennis M. Hanno, Cee, Ann 
Miller ’83, Ellen Van Pelt Jordan ’81 and Lauren Elliott ’85; (middle row) Sabrena Tufts ’89, Janet Burke Connor ’80, Celeste Cobb ’85, Mary MacDonald Squire 
’87, Heather Bain ’82, Joanne Kourepinos Adams ’82, Tizzy Freedman Bannister ’81 and Patricia Langan Finin ’83; (back row) Lauren Andres Moriarty ’86, Ellie 
Freedman Deardorff ’83, Gretchen Kaye Crowley ’83, Caron O’Brien Crummey ’81 and Sarah O’Brien Black ’89 (Not pictured: Christiana Gaddis-Masucci ’83)

Alumni recognition comes 
in many forms
The Alumni Board of Directors is interested to know about 
alumni whose work deserves to be recognized or whose 
talents enrich our community. Please share their stories (or 
yours) with the alumni board at alum@wheatoncollege.edu or 
call 508-286-8207. 
To learn more, please visit wheatoncollege.edu/alumni.



WINTER 2020 41

Wheaton 
in the 
Himalayas
Fall 2020
Our 11-day faculty-guided 
excursion, offered exclusively 
to the Wheaton community, 
will include visits to Bhutan’s 
most famous sites, from the legendary 
“Tiger’s Nest” monastery to a high-altitude 
glacial valley. The trip also will include 

traditional Bhutanese arts 
presentations and cultural 
performances as well as 
fine dining and four-star 
accommodations. 

For more information:  
wheatoncollege.edu/go/himalayas

“Superior.  
One of the 

very best trips  
I have ever 
been on!”

Dick Waters P’16 

“The trip of 
a lifetime.”

Claire Lang 
Ballantyne ‘94 
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1938
Elizabeth Kelley Persons, 
102, died on Oct. 24, 2019, at 
Friendship Village of Columbus, 
Ohio.

1942
Nancy Twombly Spooner, 
99, died on Oct. 23, 2019, in 
Kennebunk, Maine. After 
graduating from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
art, she earned her master’s 
degree in art from Harvard. 
Nancy began working with 
the Boston Athenaeum, then 
became a docent and reference 
librarian with the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston. She went 
on to own Abbott Arts Gift 
Shop in Woburn, Mass., which 
she operated for 25 years. She 
moved to Kennebunkport in 
the 1980s. She was a member of 
South Congregational Church, 
Kennebunkport Historical 
Society and the Arundel Yacht 
Club.

1947
Mertice Olson Currier, 93, 
died on Sept. 11, 2019. Mertice 
was the wife for 63 years of the 
late Harold Currier. She spent 
the past 50 years as a resident 
of Wayland, Mass. She received 
her bachelor’s degree in biology 
from Wheaton and her mas-
ter’s degree in education from 
Northeastern University. Mertice 
retired after a 31-year career in 
the laboratory in the Pathology 
Department at Massachusetts 
General Hospital. 

Virginia Gatewood Harrison 
died on Sept. 9, 2019. She was 
a founding member of the 
Wheatones, Wheaton’s all-
female a cappella singing group. 
After college, Virginia returned 
to Richmond, Va., and mar-
ried Richard Harrison in 1948. 
In 1953, Virginia and Richard 
moved to Morristown, N.J., 
and remained there for almost 
20 years before moving back 
to Virginia and building their 
beloved home, Riverlea, on the 
James River in Charles City 
County. Virginia was a member 
of The Boxwood Garden Club, 
The Woman’s Club and The 
Colonial Dames, and a devoted 
member of Westover Church 
and later St. James Episcopal 
Church.

1948
Kathryn Schlegel Kaufman, 93, 
died on Sept. 20, 2019. She was 
the widow of Douglas Kaufman, 
to whom she was married for 
67 years. She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in history. She was an 
active volunteer. She served on 
the boards of the Junior League 
of Reading, Planned Parenthood 
and the Woman’s Board of the 
Reading Hospital, and volun-
teered for the American Cancer 
Society.

1949
Willoughby Scott Hood, 91, died 
on Aug. 30, 2019, in Plattsburgh, 
N.Y. She attended Wheaton and 
graduated with a bachelor’s de-
gree from Simmons College. 

1950
June Childs Richardson, 91, 
died on Aug. 17, 2019. She was a 
resident of Brookline, Mass., for 
64 years, and the wife of the late 
Maurice Richardson. She was 
a retired executive assistant to 
an orthopedic surgeon, an avid 
lover of music and past presi-
dent of the Brookline Library 
Association.

1951
Jane Owen Painter, 89, died 
on Sept. 30, 2019, in West 
Hartford, Conn. Jane was raised 
in Connecticut, Massachusetts 
and Maine. She married Robert 
Painter in Washington, D.C., in 
1956—her loving husband of 32 
years. Jane was an avid walker 
throughout her life, often in the 
company of good friends, and she 
completed several long-distance 
paths in England, including the 
Ridgeway, and North and South 
Downs Ways. 

1952
Martha “Pat” Wilson Hayden, 
88, of Swansea, Mass., died on 
Aug. 29, 2019, in Dartmouth, 
Mass. She was the wife of 
the late Herbert Hayden. She 
received her bachelor’s degree 
in sociology from Wheaton. 
Pat was the creator of Bay 
Babies Stuffed Animals and 
owner of the Pin Cushion Fabric 
Store in Somerset, Mass. She 
worked as the registrar for New 
England Technical Institute in 
Providence, R.I., and in grant 
development for a Bristol, R.I., 
community college program. 
An active member of the First 
Christian Congregational 

Church in Swansea, Pat be-
came their first female deacon. 
She also was a member of the 
Swansea Garden Club. 

Sheila Lyne died on Oct. 16, 
2019. Sheila graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in government, and then 
attended University of Geneva 
for a year of study, after which 
she returned to Boston to work 
before moving to Washington, 
D.C. She signed up for an inten-
sive Italian language course at 
the University of Perugia, quickly 
becoming fluent. From there she 
went to Rome, where she worked 
for the Pope John the 23rd, 
arranging visits with him with 
foreign visitors. From Rome, she 
moved to New York City, helping 
to manage special events for 
the Institute for International 
Education. Sheila returned to her 
Boston roots almost two decades 
ago to care for her mother and 
she continued working—at 
the Kickham Law Offices and 
Catholic Charities. 

1953 
Virginia Monroe Gaither, 87, 
died on Aug. 30, 2019. Virginia 
attended Wheaton and received 
her bachelor’s degree from 
Boston University. 

1955
D’Anne McHenry Martin, 86, 
of Exeter, N.H., died on Oct. 
28, 2019. D’Anne was born and 
grew up in Dayton, Ohio. She 
graduated from Wheaton with a 
bachelor’s degree in history. She 
was a resident of RiverWoods in 
Exeter since 2011. Before that, 
D’Anne lived in Houston, Texas, 
for 24 years and prior to Houston 
she lived in Wilton, Conn., for 25 
years. 

1956
Mary Austin Conzelman, 84, 
died in New Bern, N.C., on Oct. 
26, 2019. She attended Wheaton. 

June Tuttle Donahue, died on 
Oct. 27, 2019, in Wilton, N.H. 
June graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
English. June celebrated her 
graduation by taking a 13-week 
backpacking and bicycling tour 
of Europe with classmates. After 
working at Crotched Mountain 
in New Hampshire for a couple 
of years, June then went to 
work as a secretary at Improved 
Machinery, where she stayed un-

til her retirement at age 62. June 
was married to James Donahue. 
The couple enjoyed time with 
friends and family skiing, sum-
mers at Lake Sunapee, plays 
in Milford, eating out, Boston 
trips, playing cards and cooking 
together.

1957
Kathryn Bishop Gartland, 
84, of Woodbridge, Conn., the 
wife of Howard Gartland, died 
on Feb. 22, 2019. Kathyrn was 
proudest of her beautiful fam-
ily, who always came “home” 
to Woodbridge to celebrate 
holidays, family and life with 
Howard.

1959
Mary Field Sadtler Barrett, 81, 
formerly of Southport, Conn., 
died on Nov. 30, 2018.

1960
Lee Scott Hamlin died on Aug. 
25, 2019. After graduating from 
Wheaton, she began a lifelong 
career of loving care when she 
became a teacher at the Perkins 
School for the Blind in Boston. 
In February 1962, Lee married 
Charles Hamlin, of Boston, 
who preceded her in death. Lee 
devoted herself to raising her 
three daughters. She also loved 
her gardens, as well as singing in 
church and community choirs. 
And, although she lived in many 
states from North Carolina to 
Indiana, she was sure to make 
her annual pilgrimage to Drake’s 
Island Maine. In 1985, Lee 
earned her master’s degree in 
social work and practiced family 
therapy in Columbus, Ohio. 

Julie Hedges Rohrer, 81, died 
on Oct. 28, 2019, in Andes, N.Y. 
She was married to Stephen 
Berg. Julie graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy. After col-
lege, Julie moved to Manhattan 
and began a successful career 
as a financial journalist. She 
got her start at Business Week, 
went onto Forbes magazine and 
finally landed at Institutional 
Investor magazine, where she 
worked for almost 20 years. 
After retiring from journal-
ism and moving to Andes, 
N.Y., Julie pursued her lifelong 
passion working with horses. 
Her keen interest in competing 
with Morgan horses resulted in 
numerous national titles and 
seven world championships at 

IN MEMORIAM
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the Annual Grand National and 
World Championship Morgan 
Horse Show held in Oklahoma 
City. 

1961
Nancy Rutherford LaFrance 
died on June 27, 2019. She at-
tended Wheaton.

1963
Joan Longwell Johnson died on 
Oct. 13, 2019, in Jupiter, Fla. She 
met her future husband, Robert 
Johnson, while vacationing on 
Singer Island, Fla., at the age 
of 15. Joan earned a bachelor’s 
degree in English from Wheaton. 
She then worked as a teacher in 
Allentown, Pa., before marry-
ing Robert in 1965. The two soon 
moved to Columbus, Ohio, where 
Robert worked for Baldwin Piano 
and Joan worked as a textbook 
editor for Charles E. Merrill. In 
1969, the family moved to North 
Palm Beach. Joan delighted 
in raising her four children. 
Equipped with a photographic 
memory and the gift of encour-
agement, Joan will be remem-
bered as endlessly kind, gentle, 
generous and loving. 

1973
Constance Griffin Bartovics, 
68, of Pepperell, Mass., died on 
Sept. 20, 2019, in Burlington, 
Mass. She was the wife of Albert 
Bartovics. She graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in English 
from Wheaton and received her 
master’s degree in library sci-
ence from Simmons College. As 
a librarian, she not only admin-
istered collections, but she was 
also involved with the public—
especially children, for whom 
she organized story sessions 
and other engaging programs. 
Constance was deeply invested 
in the community. At the 
Townsend Historical Society, she 
gave tours of the historic Reed 
Homestead and managed their 
collections. Constance retired 
from the Townsend Historical 
Society in 2018, but continued to 
serve as a volunteer on its collec-
tions committee until her death.

Susan Lichtig, 67, died on Sept. 
18, 2019, in East Windsor, N.J. 
Following graduation from 
Wheaton, she earned a master’s 
degree in educational media 
from Boston University. She 
was a quality assurance profes-
sional and corporate trainer at 
Telcordia, ADP and at the World 

Bank. In her spare time, she 
devoted herself to the craft of 
mixed media, cooking for family 
and friends, and teaching art.

1975
Cheryl Boudreau St. George 
died on Aug. 17, 2019. She spent 
20 years working in the fashion 
industry in the Greater Boston 
Area, before devoting her time 
to philanthropy. She served 
on the leadership boards and 
fundraising committees of the 
Boston Conservatory, Bethany 
Hill Place, the Charles River 
School and Newton Country 
Day School and the Walnut 
Hill School for the Arts. Cheryl 
enjoyed singing as a member of 
church choirs over the years, and 
most recently with the Amicable 
Congregational Church Choir in 
Tiverton, R.I. She had an eye for 
art, architecture, fashion and 
furniture.

1979
Louise “Lucy” Coxe Ballantyne, 
61, of Beaufort, N.C., died on Aug. 
28, 2019. Lucy graduated from 
Wheaton, majoring in art history. 
She spent summers as a ski in-
structor in Switzerland. She lived 
in New York City and worked at 
the Guggenheim Museum and 
Sotheby’s. While working as an 
editor at Unique Homes maga-
zine, she met husband John. 
They moved out to Chappaqua, 
N.Y., to start a family, and later to 
Clinton, N.J. The family eventu-
ally moved to Greensboro, N.C., 
where they lived for 20 years. 
Lucy was a homemaker and ac-
tive volunteer in the children’s 
schools and extracurricular 
activities. She played tennis and 
loved taking annual ski trips 
out West. Once the children left 
home, she returned to school 
for her real estate and paralegal 
licenses. She was a practicing 
paralegal in Havelock, N.C. 

1980
Eleanore Dussault Champagne, 
100, of North Falmouth, Mass., 
died on Oct. 17, 2019. She was 
the widow of Roger Champagne. 
She pursued a career as a medi-
cal secretary with Dr. William 
Butler Radiology in Providence, 
R.I., and later married Roger in 
1951. Her love of learning led her 
to pursue a college education in 
her mid-50s. As a member of one 
of the first continuing education 
classes at Wheaton, she graduat-
ed with honors in 1980, receiving 
a bachelor’s degree in classics. 
Eleanore fulfilled her dream of 
traveling to favorite destinations 
in Europe and North America. 
The opportunities to personally 
experience the Greek and Italian 
ruins, as well as European cities 
and villages, were some of the 
highlights of her life.

1990
Natalie Baron Swift died on 
Oct. 6, 2019. She was the wife of 
Neil Swift. Natalie was a resident 
of Warren, R.I., at the time of her 
passing. Natalie was a graduate 
of St. Mary Academy—Bay View, 
East Providence and received her 
bachelor’s degree in sociology 
from Wheaton.

Friends
Annie Lakos, former Wheaton 
chapel organist and teacher, in 
October 2019

Relatives
1962 Ralph Perry, husband of 
Helen Bryant Perry, in July 2019

1965 John Larkin, husband of 
Colles Baxter Larkin, in July 2019

1968 Richard Warmington, 
husband of Carolyn Scarpitto 
Warmington, in September 2019

1972 June Wallace, mother of 
Wendy Wallace, in March 2019

1984 Mark Sweikow, husband of 
Suzanne Maliszewski Sweikow, 
in June 2019

1986 Joseph Fielding, father of 
Megan Fielding, in July 2019

1996 Finn Boudreau, son of Evan 
Boudreau, in November 2019

Cécile Danehy, associate 
professor of French studies
Cécile Danehy, 
associate profes-
sor of French 
studies, died on 
Oct. 20, 2019, in 
Providence, R.I., at 
the age of 63. She 
taught French lan-
guage and litera-
ture at Wheaton for 
22 years, up to her death.

Professor Danehy 
joined Wheaton’s French 
Department in 1997. During 
her tenure, she served on the 
executive committee of the 
International Comic Arts 
Forum from 1997 to 2011. She 
also wrote Racine à rebours: 
Une lecture de la rime (Peter 
Lang Inc., International 
Academic Publications, 
2003) and edited History 
and Politics in French-
Language Comics and Graphic 
Novels (University Press of 
Mississippi, 2008).

Jonathan Walsh, profes-
sor of French studies, fondly 
recalled the professor as gen-
erous and caring, with a sharp 
wit and strong sense of humor. 

“Whenever we in the 
department had questions 
about language or history, we 

would ask Cécile. 
She seemed to 
know everything, 
and when she 
didn’t, she went 
straight to her ar-
senal of reference 
books to quickly 
find an answer,” 
Walsh said. “She 

loved language, and that’s 
partly what made her such a 
great teacher. She had high 
standards for her students 
and worked hard to help 
them meet those standards.”

Professor Danehy was born 
in Casablanca, Morocco, and 
moved as a young girl to Dijon, 
France, where she grew up. 

She received a Ph.D. from 
the University of Virginia. 
Prior to joining Wheaton 
faculty, she taught French 
language and literature 
at Middlebury College in 
Vermont. 

Professor Danehy loved The 
New York Times crossword 
puzzle, languages, idiomatic 
phrases, comic arts, sewing 
and knitting, and Marmite—a 
British food spread. She was 
a resident of Rumford, R.I., at 
the time of her death. 
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For information, call Amy Dumont ’09 in the Office of Gift Planning at  
508-286-3391 or visit giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Giving possibility. 

KEITH NORDSTROM

“For much of my life, Wheaton has been a significant influence. I began college 
with a solid foundation: strong work ethic, aspiration and academic discipline. 
The Wheaton community—students, faculty and staff members—helped me 
build on those values. The college opened my world, exposing me to people 
and ideas very different from what I had known. After my undergraduate 
experience, my relationship with the college deepened—both professionally 
and personally. I served in Admission for 32 years and finished my professional 
career in Advancement. My husband, Andrew Maloney, and I married in Cole 
chapel and, our firstborn, Carolyn Maloney [Class of 2014], chose Wheaton. 
The college remains a constant in our lives. I have given to the Wheaton Fund 
yearly since graduation. I am now pleased to make a bequest intention to 
Wheaton as part of my estate plan. Wheaton is at the top of what is important 
to me; this is a perfect way to thank the college for providing me with an 
excellent education, professional career and an abundant life.” 

Lynne Stack ’81
Retired, former director of admission, major gifts officer, Wheaton

Planning 
the future.
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Wheaton Fund volunteer
“After working in international banking 

for nearly two decades in New York City, I 
returned to Connecticut to take over our 
family recruiting business. Here, we get to 
help people transition to new chapters in 
their careers as well as assist our clients in 
locating top-notch talent. As a double major 
in government and international relations 
while at Wheaton, I gained a great deal of 
inspiration from my classmates, who were 
doing great things, as well as from my caring 
and thought-provoking professors. Life is 
busy now, but I make time to volunteer for 
Wheaton to give back to the community 
that molded me into the person I am today. 
It allows me to reconnect and contribute to 
the hopes and dreams of current students. 
And it’s nice to be a part of something that is 
bigger than yourself but not so big you feel 
lost in the crowd.” 

Elaine Kaiser ’85
Managing director
Kaiser Whitney Staffing
New Haven, Conn.

Wheaton Fund

Learn more  at wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.

Your investment today inspires 
the dreams of tomorrow.
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