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BETWEEN  THE LinEs
By Sandy Coleman, edIToR

LETTERs

What’s on 
your mind?
the Quarterly welcomes 
letters to the editor on topics 
you’ve read in these pages or 
on other topics concerning the 
Wheaton community. Please 
address your letters to: 

Sandy Coleman, editor 
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College  
26 e. Main St.  
norton, Ma 02766

You can also e-mail us:  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

Living large
My son Coltrane’s latest fixation 
is to stand toe-to-toe in front of 
adults with his hand stretched 
out at the top of his head. he 
moves it back and forth from his 
head to the chest of whoever is 
towering over him, as if the per-
son is a measuring stick. then he 
asks: “am I taller?” 

his line of questioning con-
tinues for quite a while. “am 
I taller than I was in second 
grade? Will I be taller when I’m 
in fourth grade? Do 
you remember how 
tall I was when I was a 
baby?” he doesn’t real-
ize that he is indeed big 
for a 9-year-old boy. Yet 
he is focused on being 
taller, bigger.

It starts early for 
many of us, that drive 
to be more than we 
are right now—first, 
it’s taller, then smarter 
and better. I remember 
that I couldn’t wait to 
be older. (What was I 
thinking?)

things like height 
and age take care of 
themselves. the rest 
is left to us. We get 
to decide what our 
measuring sticks are in 
the lives we want. If we 
choose to be more than just av-
erage, we must continually ask, 
as Coltrane does, am I taller?

Wheaton draws and nur-
tures students and faculty who 
share this ongoing pursuit of 
growth. It is not enough for our 
students to come here, take in 
information, get a degree and 
go on their merry little ways. 
they want what they learn to 
matter, not just for themselves 
but also for the world at large. 
they want the transformative 

Good news about 
herbarium
I was very interested to read 

“Rooting through Wheaton’s 

herbarium” in the 2008 summer 

issue of the Quarterly. It is exciting 

to know that the herbarium has 

been preserved and has interested 

alexandra (“Lexie”) Sabella ’08. I 

was a biology major in the Class 

of ’51. I had the good fortune to 

receive from Wheaton a scholar-

ship for the marine botany class at 

the Woods hole Marine Biological  

Laboratory for the summer of 

1950. among the many things 

we did, we collected avidly, and 

I brought back to Wheaton my 

collection of marine and fresh 

water algae. I would be curious to 

know if there are still some of my 

specimens in the herbarium. 

I look back with great fond-

ness at that summer in Woods 

hole, Mass. It’s where I met my 

husband, a young medical student 

at the time.

Marine botany is a wonderful 

subject. I hope Wheaton students 

are interested in it, as the study of 

the ocean is so very important. 

Carolyn Keyes Myers ’51 

education and experience that 
President Ronald a. Crutcher 
talks so much about. the same 
is true of the faculty, who are 
not only givers of knowledge but 
also partners in the discovery of 
it. Faculty members constantly 
go beyond teaching to give of 
themselves and build lasting 
relationships that students talk 
about long after they leave this 
campus. 

I was reminded of all of this as 

the Quarterly team worked on 
this issue of the magazine. all of 
the features highlight individuals 
who ask a great deal of them-
selves in order to offer the world 
as much as they can.

Mary howard ’85 wrote a 
profile of Winston Benjamin ’04, 
a Posse Scholar alumnus, who 
works at a charter school in 
Chelsea, Mass., with students 
who have been written off by 
others because of their struggles. 
Benjamin, who makes himself 

available to students 24 hours 
a day and even goes to their 
homes to bug them if they don’t 
show up for school, is on a mis-
sion to make sure they succeed.  

the cover story that hannah 
Benoit wrote is about associate 
Professor of Biology Robert 
Morris and how he partners 
with students like Blair Rossetti 
’09 on research projects both 
on and off campus. the profes-
sor values the input, and the 

students value 
the opportunity 
to collaborate on 
important scien-
tific research in a 
way that doesn’t 
happen at most 
undergraduate 
schools. 

the feature story 
about Bavi Rivera 
’68 is the perfect 
illustration of what 
happens when an 
individual reaches 
for more. She is 
the first hispanic 
woman bishop 
in the history of 
the episcopal 
Church. When she 
was growing up, 
women weren’t 
even allowed to 

be ordained. once they were 
allowed, she went for it. and 
eventually she decided she 
wanted to spread her work 
beyond just one congregation 
so she sought to be a bishop. at 
one point during the interview 
process, the modest Rivera said, 
“I’m still not sure why this story 
is being written. I’m really a 
pretty ordinary person.” 

apparently, she doesn’t real-
ize how tall she is. and that 
makes her even bigger. Q
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CONVERGENCE
By Ronald a. CRuTCheR, PReSIdenT

Building a strong foundation 
in the sciences
I received a fascinating book for my 61st 
birthday. The Brain That Changes Itself, by 
norman Doidge, is a popular explanation of 
recent research in neuroscience. the book 
focuses on neuroplasticity, the capacity of 
the brain to re-wire itself, to continue to 
grow and adapt, as we age and even after 
traumatic injury or disease. 

I was particularly struck by the story of 
how these breakthrough findings were real-
ized. the journey of discovery related in the 
book, several decades of work, included 
chance observations, unexpected results, 
dedicated leading researchers, a team of sci-
entists working in multiple disciplines and 
the creation of novel experiments. 

this scientific and human drama reminds 
me of the discovery achieved by a Wheaton 
alumna who celebrated her reunion this 
year. Dr. Mary ellen avery ’48 was the 
first woman to chair a major department 
at harvard Medical School and the first to 
serve as physician-in-chief of Children’s 
hospital Boston. She also was the first 
pediatrician to serve as president of the 
american association for the advancement 
of Science.

Dr. avery’s pioneering research led to 
the discovery of the main cause of respira-
tory distress syndrome (RDS) in premature 
babies, and helped in the development 
of treatments that have saved the lives of 
thousands of newborn infants. her discovery 
started with an observation she made as a 
research fellow at harvard, examining the 
lungs of premature newborns. It took her 
years to develop partnerships with other 
scientists and devise interdisciplinary experi-
ments that helped to prove the importance 
of what she had noticed. Dr. avery received 
the national Medal of Science and many 
other awards for her contributions to medi-
cal science. her dedication has changed 
lives, and it has improved our world.

Dr. avery’s accomplishments illustrate 
the power of observation, critical thinking, 
creativity and collaboration—the essence of 
scientific research. her career also reflects 
the strong tradition of science study at 

Wheaton. as an undergraduate,  
Dr. avery studied with 
Professor of Chemistry 
emerita Bojan Jennings, a pio-
neer in her own right who has 
inspired many Wheaton 
graduates to pursue 
careers in the natural sci-
ences and related fields. In 
fact, Professor of Chemistry 
elita Pastra-Landis ’69 also 
counts herself among Professor 
Jennings’s protégés, and she is 
helping to train the next generation 
of scientists. 

the study of science has never 
been more important. Questions of sci-
ence lie at the heart of many of the most 
complicated and urgent issues facing our so-
ciety, such as global warming and its myriad 
implications for our planet. Wheaton’s 
liberal arts education, which encourages 
students to discover the connections among 
academic disciplines and between scholar-
ship and contemporary issues, offers a pow-
erful background for the pursuit of science. 

the Wheaton Curriculum provides a 
strong grounding in math and the sciences 
for all students, regardless of major. Scientific 
and quantitative literacy is essential for 
every educated citizen who wants to parse a 
candidate’s report on the economy, evalu-
ate the health-risk factors associated with 
their lifestyle choices or critique the valid-
ity of environmental impact studies in their 
hometown. 

What’s more, the scientific method—for-
mulating hypotheses and collecting em-

pirical data to test 
those ideas in an 
open and collab-
orative process—is 
applied, every 
day, to questions 
in myriad fields, 
from business 
and marketing 
to education 
and economics 

(a point that Professor of Biology Robert  
Morris makes in an article in this issue of 
the magazine). 

For all these reasons, the new Center for 
Scientific Inquiry and Innovation, for which 
site preparation began over the summer, 
stands as a critical effort for Wheaton. 
this $50 million project, which includes 
both the construction of a new three-story 
building and the renovation of the first floor 
of the existing Science Center, represents 
the most ambitious building project in 
Wheaton history. 

the goal: to create a facility that pro-
motes collaboration among students and 
faculty and that encourages interdisciplin-
ary learning and research. Fittingly, the 
science center will also be a community 
center for our campus, with gathering spots 
to encourage interaction and community. 
and it will express our commitment to the 
future by incorporating environmental sus-
tainability throughout its design. In short, 
it will represent our shared commitment 
to the sciences as an integral part of the 
liberal arts. Q

plans for level one 
of the Center for 
scientific Inquiry 

and Innovation.
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the drama of Commencement began early. that morning the 
rain that started the day before continued and threatened to make 
this the second consecutive year that the ceremony would have 
to be held indoors. But despite the looks of things just hours be-
fore, a bold decision was made: Go for the outdoor event in the 
Dimple. the result was a beautiful and memorable ceremony in 
which the sun emerged, as if on cue, just as the keynote speaker 
was telling the graduates about the bright promise of their futures. 

“In this class there are future poets, playwrights and novelists,” 
Katharine t. Bartlett ’68 told the 380 members of the Class of 
2008. “there are sensible, caring people who will know how to 
guide their families and their communities through times of joy 
and moments of crisis. there are dreamers and visionaries in this 
class and there are pragmatists.

“Regardless of your leadership style or different arenas in 
which you will excel, Wheaton has brought you to the start of the 
core of your adulthood with the skills and values with which you 
will attack your world and prove yourselves.” 

Bartlett, the a. Kenneth Pye Professor of Law at Duke 
University, dean of Duke Law School from 2000 to 2007, a lead-
ing scholar on gender issues and social change, and an advocate 
for children’s rights, was one of three honorary degree recipients. 
others receiving honorary degrees were: Louise henn Feroe ’68, 
president of Mercy College and winner of the hudson Link for 
higher education in Prison’s Bill Webber award for her work 
as an educator and supporter of prison education; and Kathryn 
Wasserman Davis, internationalist, philanthropist and mother of 
Wheaton Board of trustees member Diana Davis Spencer ’60.

to celebrate her 100th birthday last year, Kathryn Wasserman 
Davis created the 100 Projects for Peace initiative to encourage 
students to come up with ideas aimed at building world peace. 
Last year, two Wheaton students won grants and two more won 
grants this year. In total, Wheaton seniors won 11 prestigious na-
tional scholarship awards this academic year, including a total of 
six Fulbright Scholarships and two thomas J. Watson Fellowships 
to support a year of travel and research. 

In addition to the remarkable scholarly honors, Wheaton had a 
noteworthy year of financial accomplishment, President Ronald a. 
Crutcher pointed out during his Commencement remarks. More 
than $14 million was contributed to Wheaton during the year, part 
of which will be used to build the new Center for Scientific Inquiry 
and Innovation. View video and additional coverage at www.whea-
toncollege.edu/CR. Q

W o r d s  o f  W i s d o m

“never underestimate how much perseverance can make a difference 
in achieving your goals. It helped get you here today. It can take you 
anywhere you can imagine.”

—President Ronald A. Crutcher

“Truth at Wheaton begins with our experience with our Honor Code, 
continues with our exposure to knowledge, encourages us to question 
every bit of information we receive in order to unearth the real truth.”

—Rebecca Harvey, 2008 class president

“america as a participatory democracy is built on the assumption of 
universal education. and to the extent that we have lived up to that 
promise, we are successful as a democratic society. We have done 
better and we have done worse over the years. and we have enjoyed 
the fruits of the education we have provided, and we’ve suffered the 
consequences when we haven’t kept our promise. But Wheaton is a 
keeper of that promise.”

—Louise Henn Feroe ’68, honorary degree recipient

“There is no book that can teach us what we have learned from each 
other, especially from those whose experience and perspective differ 
dramatically from our own. Community, diversity, freedom and risk-
taking—these are the hallmarks of a truly higher education.”

—Dean Vereene Parnell

“my many years have taught me there will always be conflicts. It’s 
part of human nature. But I will remind you that love, kindness and 
support are also part of human nature.” 

—Kathryn Wasserman Davis P’60, honorary degree recipient

A bold, beautiful day
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Wheaton graduates are a busy bunch to keep up with. national 
awards have them headed in all directions across the country and 
the globe. here is a sampling of their destinations and missions.

“In examining dance traditions of the 
past and present, my study will allow me 
to infer about the future of these dance 
traditions. as dance traditions continue to 
be modified, I seek to examine whether 
these modifications will result in a loss of 
traditional significance. Will ritual dances 
lose religious significance? Will folk dances 
lose regional nuances? Will court dances 
become more stylized?”

meghan Kenny ’08 
Theatre studies and sociology major
Fulbright scholarship
Going to Malaysia to teach English. 

“taking the english language and turning 
it into an adventure encourages students to 
put their knowledge to use as opposed to 
mentally storing the information. talking 
with students about things that excite them 
and then using those interests to create and 
perform skits, and even puppet shows, pro-
vides an engaging way for students of any 
age to practice writing and speaking.”

AROUND  THE DiMPLE

oh, the places they’ll go

ryan Letada ’08 
economics major
Fulbright scholarship
Going to Manila to examine and document 
homelessness reduction methods used by 
citizen organizations in the Philippines.

“I seek to stimulate discussions and collabo-
rations between nGos and other members 
of the citizen sector in hopes of creating a 
more effective, systemic approach in com-
bating and reducing homelessness.”

Ashlan musante ’08 
Chemistry major
Fulbright scholarship

Going to Germany to work with a team 
involved in the design and cellular charac-
terization of customized polymeric architec-
tures, including dendritic and protein-based 
hybrid materials.

“one of the most interesting applications for 
this type of dual synthetic and natural macro-
molecule is target-specific drug delivery. the 
transport and subsequent release of a drug 
molecule to its target-specific drug in vivo 
location, for example, a cancer drug’s distri-
bution to a malignant tumor, is a paramount 
concern for drug delivery researchers.”

Ashley smith ’08 
French and anthropology major, focused on native 
american culture
Fulbright scholarship
Going to Canada to research the historical 
and contemporary lives and cultures of the 
Abenaki people.

“I want to explore how ‘divide and conquer’ 
strategies continue to impact the abenaki, 
who were divided by the U.S.–Canadian 
border. I am really interested in comparing 
and contrasting contemporary abenaki life 
in Canada with the research I have already 
done in Maine. I am interested to see how the 
abenaki have been affected by different poli-
tics in Canada, as they have federal recogni-
tion there and do not in the U.S. I am also in-
terested in seeing how life on the reservations, 
of which there are two in Quebec, is different 
from the off-reservation communities.”

michael freese ’08 
russian studies major
Fulbright scholarship
Going to Russia to teach English.

“the spring semester of my junior year, I 
was fortunate to have the opportunity to 
study in St. Petersburg, Russia, which was 
truly a life-changing experience…. Daily, I 
realized the impact that native speakers had 
upon my language acquisition, particularly 
in the areas of idioms, proverbs and slang. 
having lived with a wonderful Russian fam-
ily and established friendships, I sincerely 
relish the opportunity to share my english 
with Russian students. I especially would 
like to teach in Russia because I am fasci-
nated with the country.” 

Esther Jeong ’08 
anthropology major
Fulbright scholarship
Going to South Korea to research changes 
in traditional dance styles and the cultural 
shifts triggered by globalization. 

meghan Kenny ’08, seen 
here performing in a 
Greek tragedy on the 
steps of the Wallace 
library, is heading to 
malaysia to teach english.
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Pedaling to empower
three years ago, Wheaton College senior Ryan Patch set a personal goal 
to bike cross-country to mark his completion of college in a grand and 
memorable way. By Commencement in May, his personal goal had grown 
broader and deeper. not only did he set out to pedal from California to 
Boston, he also sought to raise $50,000 to empower poor villagers in 
nicaragua.

In summer 2007, he spent time in the second-poorest country in the 
Western hemisphere creating and funding microcredit as part of his 
project for peace, which was funded by Wheaton. his $5,000 grant helped 
to fund small loans to 28 individuals to help them expand or start busi-
nesses, which made a big difference in their lives. his 4,400-mile bike trek, 
dubbed Pedal for Peace 2008 (www.pedalforpeace2008.org), will help to 
expand the loan program, which Patch carried out through the Foundation 
for International Community assistance in nicaragua.

 “I learned about the power of microcredit to empower the lives of 
individuals living in crippling poverty throughout the country,” said the 
Lexington, Mass., resident (on the left in the above photo). “I wanted to 
find a way to bring the reach and effectiveness of microcredit to more 
individuals throughout nicaragua, and using this bike trip as a vehicle to 
spread the message became readily apparent.

“the goal of this bicycle journey across the United States is to bring 
the stories and realities of nueva Guinea, nicaragua, coast to coast while 
helping the people who hear these stories find a way to effect positive 
change,” he said. “Individuals who hear the stories will be empowered to 
know that they can make a difference.”

after receiving his diploma in global economics, a major he designed 
to explore the dynamics of world poverty, Patch began his trek on June 
14. his best friend, Vermont teacher Peter Driscoll, shared the fundrais-
ing effort and the ride, which took more than 60 days. Good thing Patch 
is a triathlete and competitive cyclist who has been training and racing his 
bicycle for five years. (Driscoll is a physical education teacher.) 

What’s next for Patch? after a September trip to nicaragua, Patch plans 
to enroll at the SIt Graduate Institute in Brattleboro, Vt., to pursue a 
master’s degree in sustainable development.

derron J.r. Wallace ’07 
Fulbright scholarship
Going to Thailand to teach English and 
conduct research on education reform in 
Thailand.

“over the course of the last two years, 
I have been tracking the educational 
improvements taking place in thailand 
and other east asian countries. I am eager 
to gain firsthand accounts from educators 
and policy makers to learn more about 
the impetus for and progress of thailand’s 
efforts to develop a knowledge-based 
economy. I am particularly interested in 
finding out how thailand, despite relative-
ly recent natural disasters and economic 
setbacks, is able to fund and sustain their 
reform efforts.”

ru-shyan Yen ’08 
studio art major
Thomas J. Watson Fellowship 
Going to Europe and Asia to study how 
batik artists transform the influences of 
culture and community into their own 
unique designs.

“For my own journey into the world of 
batiks, I have specifically chosen to look 
at the designs created in Japan, Malaysia, 
thailand, the netherlands, the United 
Kingdom and West africa. these are 
countries that have been touched by 
ancient trade routes between eastern and 
Western civilization.” Q

Detail of a batik by ru-shyan Yen ’08, who will be 
studying batik designs in europe and asia.
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AROUND  THE DiMPLE

guide. the collaboration came 
full circle with the use of the 
guide in classrooms at the Willett 
school in attleboro, Mass., and 
the Yelle elementary school in 
norton, Mass., and a visit by 
students from both schools to the 
art exhibition.

For Piensa en Arte, teachers 
are trained to conduct carefully 
guided conversations about art 
that help to improve children’s 
observational, expressive-lan-
guage and critical-thinking skills. 
to introduce the guide, Wheaton 
hosted an evening of profession-
al development at the galleries 
that was attended by many local 
teachers.

tracy Korneffel, who teaches 
art at the Willett school, attended 
the event and collaborated on a 
lesson plan for an integrated art 
and math class using the guide 
with Wheaton student teacher 
elizabeth Lyons ’08 and Claire 
Mallette. Mallette is a second- 
grade teacher at Willett and a 
visiting instructor of education at 
Wheaton. Laura Blanchard ’08 

helped implement the guide at 
Yelle elementary.

“I was thrilled to hear these 
second-grade students respond 
in such an emotional way, to 
such an abstract piece of art,” 
said Korneffel.

Looking at the art and discuss-
ing it, students began to see the 
concepts they had been study-
ing in their math unit “Shapes, 
halves and Symmetry.” they 
also created Cisneros-inspired 
artwork using the principles of 
math.

Lyons, who also created a ge-
ography lesson for the visit to the 
exhibition, said it was great to 
put the guide in action and see 
the impact on young students. 
“the integration of math and art 
helped the students understand 
that some things such as shapes 
are of importance in more than 
one subject and what they learn 
in art can help in math and vice 
versa. they are still making 
connections, especially in their 
vocabulary.” Q

—Sandy Coleman

Art + thought = math

abstract. Untitled. Red grid 
squares, within a square, within 
a blank rectangle. 

What is that?
that was the first question sec-

ond-grade students asked as they 
sat on the floor of the art room 
at the Willett elementary school 
looking at the abstract piece by 
artist Gego from the collection of 
Wheaton alumna Patricia Phelps 
de Cisneros ’69. that one simple 
and honest question launched 
a spirited conversation and a 

multilevel lesson about what art 
can be and how it is connected 
to math and other areas of life.

It was exactly the reaction 
Cisneros hopes for when teachers 
use Piensa en Arte, an educa-
tors’ guide that accompanies 
the exhibition of the works from 
her internationally acclaimed 
collection of Latin american art, 
the Colección Patricia Phelps de 
Cisneros (CPPC).

Last spring, Correspondences: 
Contemporary Art from the 
Colección Patricia Phelps de 
Cisneros was featured in the 
Beard and Weil Galleries. as 
part of several rich collabora-
tions on the exhibition between 
Wheaton students, staff and 
faculty and CPPC curators and 
educators, associate Professor 
of education Vicki Bartolini and 
Professor of Mathematics and 
Computer Science Rochelle 
Leibowitz worked with María del 
Carmen González, the CPPC’s 
curator of international education 
programs, to help 15 Wheaton 
students create the educators’ P
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Preparation for the construction of the 
Center for Scientific Inquiry and Innovation 
(CSII) has begun, setting the stage for the 
most ambitious project in the college’s 
history. 

Slated for completion in 2011, the 
99,000-square-foot project, which includes 
the construction of a new, three-story build-
ing and the renovation of the first floor of 
the existing Science Center, seeks to create 
an expanded and improved science center 
that embodies the college’s Connections 
curriculum. 

the Board of trustees voted to move 
forward with the project during its meeting 
in May. Funding for CSII, which is expected 
to cost approximately $50 million, will 
come primarily from gifts, supplemented by 
financing. already, more than $18 million 
has been raised for the project.

Innovation

“the Center for Scientific Inquiry and 
Innovation will dramatically change the 
Wheaton campus,” said President Ronald 
Crutcher. “We are building a space that 
will serve all students, no matter their 
major. It will truly be a center for campus 
activity, and it will put the sciences more 
squarely at the center of a Wheaton educa-

tion, which is fitting in our fast-moving, 
technological age.”

the CSII project will help students make 
the most of the college’s Connections cur-
riculum by creating spaces that encourage 
collaboration among fellow students and 
faculty members and facilitate interdisci-
plinary learning and research. the design 
of the project—its use of open space and 
glass to create visual connection and its 
inclusion of numerous public spaces, for 
example—aims to embody the curricu-
lum. 

Collaboration

among the laboratories that will be cre-
ated will be multi-use labs uniquely suited 
to collaborative, interdisciplinary research 
among students and faculty, said tommy 
Ratliff, associate professor of mathematics 
and the faculty coordinator for the project. 
In addition, the new building will include 
five classrooms outfitted for transforma-
tion into research labs, allowing the sci-
ence program room to evolve as students’ 
needs change. “When this project is 
complete, our students are going to have 
the space they deserve for the outstanding 
work they do,” said Ratliff. 

Sustainability

the project’s design also reflects 
Wheaton’s commitment to environmen-
tal sustainability. the new center will 
incorporate a host of features—including 
a “green” roof—that will enable the build-

ing to earn LeeD certification (Leadership 
in energy and environmental Design), a 
nationally recognized benchmark for sus-
tainable buildings established by the U.S. 
Green Building Council. the project’s goal 
is to exceed base certification and attain the 
LeeD silver certification rating.

the new building will be located next to 
the Madeleine Clark Wallace ’34 Library 
and the Balfour-hood Campus Center and 
connected to the existing science center.  
In fact, an extensive renovation of the 
center’s first floor is an integral part of the 
overall project. the location of CSII will 
provide a strong pedestrian link to the haas 
athletic Center as well as provide a new 
connection between the lower campus and 
the library. More information and regular 
updates on the project are available at  
www.wheatoncollege.edu/science/csii.

—Michael Graca

science rising “We are building a space that 

will serve all students, no 

matter their major. It will truly 

be a center for campus activity, 

and it will put the sciences 

more squarely at the center of 

a Wheaton education, which 

is fitting in our fast-moving, 

technological age.”
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AROUND  THE DiMPLE

In keeping with Wheaton’s desire to play 
a broad and transformative role in higher 
education, two faculty members directed 
summer sessions that aimed to increase 
diversity among college and university 
faculty members in english and among 
those pursuing careers in mathematics 
nationwide.

Professor of english Paula Krebs conduct-
ed a four-week Summer Institute in Literary 
and Cultural Studies for a select group 
of english majors from all over the coun-
try to teach what it takes to do doctoral 
work in english. and assistant Professor 
of Mathematics Rachelle DeCoste led a 
three-day Career Mentoring Workshop for 
women entering their final year of graduate 
school in mathematics to educate them on 
the job search process and allow them to 
network with others in the field.

the andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
awarded the college a grant of more than 
$400,000 for the first three years of the 
Summer Institute in Literary and Cultural 
Studies (SILCS). DeCoste was awarded 
a $6,000 grant from the Mathematical 
association of america/tensor Foundation 
for the newly created career workshop that 
she hopes to make an annual event.

“the new Summer Institute for Literary 

Wheaton extends its reach
and Cultural Studies is a logical out-
growth of the college’s commitment to 
inclusive excellence at all levels,” says 
President Ronald a. Crutcher. “the 
institute has already spawned another 
initiative, the Program for humanities 
Development at ohio State University, 
and we expect that the work of the insti-
tute will produce other programs around 
the country, in english and in other hu-
manities disciplines. In fact, we hope that 
Wheaton will host other such institutes as 
the success of SILCS becomes evident.”

DeCoste said she also hopes the math 
workshop will be the first of many to 
come because she personally knows 
how much it is needed. “after I finished 
my Ph.D., I would run into women I 
knew from graduate school or other 
math programs I had been affiliated 
with as they were finishing their Ph.D.s, 
and they were on the job market. they 
would have the usual stress that goes 
with finding a job and felt like they had 
no one they could talk to. So I would 
share my experience honestly, and that 
included discussing all the doubts I had. 
a couple of them told me afterward that 
these honest, open discussions really 
helped them.” Q

Pastra-Landis named 
interim Provost

President Ronald a. Crutcher has named 
Professor of Chemistry elita Pastra-Landis 
’69 to serve as interim provost for the 
academic year.

Provost Molly easo Smith stepped 
down from the position in July and is 
taking a sabbatical to pursue scholarly 
and creative writing projects. She will 
continue serving Wheaton as a special 
advisor to the president.

Pastra-Landis first taught at Wheaton 
in 1974 while still a graduate student 
and returned in a tenure-track position 
in 1979. She earned both her master’s 
and Ph.D. degrees in chemistry from the 
harvard University Graduate School of 
arts and Sciences. at Wheaton she re-
ceived tenure in 1985 and was promoted 
to professor in 1992. She has served as 
chair of the chemistry department for 
more than a decade. her research in 
the biochemistry of macromolecules 
involves proteins, and in particular, asks 
how the three-dimensional structure of a 
protein molecule affects its function. 

a dedicated professor with a warm 
sense of humor, she says that her interac-
tions with students in the laboratory are 
among the most rewarding teaching 
hours for her.

Crutcher said that he welcomes 
working with Pastra-Landis. “her deep 
commitment to Wheaton, and her exten-
sive knowledge of our community as a 
dedicated professor and devoted alumna, 
will be invaluable to maintaining our 
momentum in the year ahead.” Q

robyn Warhol-Down, professor 
of english at the University of 
Vermont, discusses literary theory 
during Wheaton’s summer institute.
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Butter pecan or mint 
chocolate chip? 
Sugar cone or waffle?

the tough choices of summer 
became a little more complex 
this year for Wheaton sopho-
more Janina “nina” Caufield ’11. 
Instead of simply indulging in 
the joy of eating ice cream, she 
spent the summer mastering the 
business of selling it at her own 
ice cream parlor in orient, n.Y.

Caufield, whose family has 
a summer home in the sea-
sonal community, had worked 
at the former orient Ice Cream 
Parlor two previous summers. 
however, the owners are trying 
to sell the property because they 
have become too busy with their 
bed-and-breakfast inn. Caufield 
stepped forward this summer and 
proposed leasing the property as 
the sole proprietor until a buyer 
can be found.

and voilà! nina’s Ice Cream 
Parlor.

It was a gutsy and smart move 
for the 19-year-old chemistry 
major who hopes to someday 
combine her science and busi-
ness interests by working at a 
financial firm that deals with 
renewable energy. 

She even turned down an 
internship at a financial firm in 
new York for this. She decided 
that the ice cream shop would 
provide the perfect intensive 
business training. It also al-
lowed her to put into practice 
the concepts she learned in her 
economics classes, she said.

“It’s a great feeling having 
my name on the sign,” said 
Caufield, who took out a loan 
to lease the building and get 
the 1920s-style parlor going. 
“If I had taken the internship, I 
wouldn’t have been earning as 
much experience as I do now. I 
handle everything.” 

She worked 80- to 90-hour 
weeks, including into the wee 

hours doing the record keeping. 
(her best friend, Francis Kinney 
’11, drove three hours every 
Saturday from Connecticut to 
visit her and help out.) on one 
of the busiest Saturdays of the 
summer, she sold 280 single 
scoop ice cream cones. as of 
July 3, she was out of debt and 
able to pay off her loan.

Caufield, who is the head 
of the student chapter of the 
american Chemical Society, 
said her economics classes with 
assistant professors of econom-
ics Russell Williams and Phoebe 
Chan helped with her business 
proposal. “they gave me the 
vocabulary and the etiquette to 
best present myself,” she said.

Chan, who is impressed with 
Caufield’s initiative, said she is 
a wonderful example of what 
a Wheaton liberal arts educa-
tion can do for students. “her 
ability to take on a wide range 
of responsibilities is why we 

challenge students to explore 
their interests by taking classes 
across disciplines,” said Chan. 
“her career aspirations also 
exemplify what we hope 
students are achieving from 
our ‘Connections.’ We want 
students to realize that they can 
combine innovations and tech-
niques across fields to come up 
with new solutions for existing 
problems.”

Williams echoed the senti-
ment. “the current crisis in oil 
prices is a reminder to us all of 
the important overlap between 
science and the economy, 
and of the key role that new 
technologies and wisdom about 
natural resources will play in 
the future,” he said. “Students 
who prepare themselves with 
scientific insight and knowledge 
of economic dynamics will have 
the potential to play crucial 
roles.” Q

—Sandy Coleman

The sweet taste of success
sophomore runs ice cream parlor
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PANORAmA

Tell me about your research.

I am studying court portraits of 
“monsters” in France and Italy 
between 1550 and 1650. I am 
trying to understand how these 
human monsters—and I’m taking 
an early-modern definition of 
monsters—were treated at court 
and also how they were seen 
medically, pathologically and 
socially. I’m trying to bring all 
of these elements together to see 
how they coalesce into these 
portraits.

How do you define “monster”?

human monsters in the early-
modern period are any human 
beings who deviate from the 
course of nature, nature with 
a capital “n,” that is to say, the 
ideal normal body, a perfect 
white male body. that was the 
ideal perfect body. even female 

bodies were seen as being de-
ficient…. a monster needed to 
be shown because it was seen, 
among other things, as an omen 
of God, a sign of his wrath, a 
divine deviation from nature. 
For example, today conjoined 
twins are not seen as monsters. 
But they were during the early-
modern period. or dwarves—
not seen as monsters today, but 
seen as monsters during the 
early-modern period. 

What drew you to this area of 
research?

at first it was simply a por-
trait that I found puzzling. It 
was a portrait of Marcantonio 
Pasqualini by andrea Sacchi. 
Pasqualini was a castrato who 
worked for cardinal antonio 
Barberini in the 17th century. 
the portrait shows Pasqualini 

being crowned by apollo, while 
in the background, the satyr 
Marsyas is bound and waiting 
to be flayed alive. I just found it 
incredible. It just really grabbed 
my attention. So I started read-
ing about castration and body 
mutilation and how castration 
wasn’t just about turning a man 
into a musical prodigy, but it 
had a lot more weight in deter-
mining the social and pathologi-
cal fate of the person. Because 
of his castrated body, the 
castrato became a pathological 
case to be studied, a monstrous 
anomaly to determine. From 
then on I started finding all of 
these portraits that scholars had 
left aside. they didn’t want to 
deal with them; they were too 
complicated. It also met my 
interest in the history of science 
and medicine. 
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andrea sacchi, Portrait of Marcantonio 
Pasqualini, 1640 (in the metropolitan 
museum of art in new York).

Tell me about that connection to the 
sciences.

What happens in the 16th cen-
tury is an impulse to understand 
and classify scientific things. 
Defining science in the 16th 
century is a bit tricky because 
there is such a thing as natural 
philosophy, but there isn’t such 
a thing as science. For instance, 
medicine falls under the um-
brella of the arts, not necessar-
ily of the sciences. and a lot 
of anatomical treatises were 
produced at the time. So I started 
looking into those and a lot of 
these anatomical treatises have 
appendices or full books at the 
end that deal with monsters, 
that categorize and classify and 
discuss monsters. Some of the 
treatises deal with monsters as 
pathological anomalies, not just 
as signs of the wrath of God….
I also looked at inventories of 
what people collected and there 
were monsters in those collec-
tions. although this may hurt 
our 21st–century sensibilities, 
many monsters were considered 
objects, possessions to be owned 
and displayed. therefore, they 
are sometimes listed as such 
in inventories of collections. In 
addition, they served as courtly 
markers for rulers who wanted to 
promote themselves: the more 
perfectly proportioned dwarves 
you had, the more important 
your court was. Collections, 

fleming’s research sheds light 
on “monsters”
Touba Ghadessi Fleming, assistant professor of art history, was awarded a marion and Jasper Whiting 
Foundation fellowship, which gave her the opportunity to go to France, Italy and switzerland this summer to 
pursue new pedagogical approaches dealing with her teaching and research. Currently Fleming, who was a 
medical student in switzerland before switching to art history during her american undergraduate studies, is 
investigating the historical nature of monstrousness and its relation to anatomy, collecting and portraiture in the 
late renaissance. The Quarterly recently talked to her to find out more about this rarely explored subject matter.
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anatomical treatises, books on 
monsters, all of these fall under 
the umbrella of sciences, even 
though to us today this would not 
be seen as sciences.

Why would this be of interest to the 
general public? 

to a larger audience, these paint-
ings, portraits and letters have 
been completely left out of the 
narrative of history and of art. 
they just haven’t been dealt with 
because scholars don’t know what 
to do with them. So this is impor-

tant because, today, what we do 
with the concept of anomaly is 
very much related to how it was 
dealt with in the 16th and the 
17th centuries. What we see today 
as normal—and we have a very 
PC language today—has been 
built upon centuries of what was 
seen as not normal, as not natural. 
For a larger audience this is rel-
evant. For my field of study, these 
portraits really push the boundar-
ies of what we see as Renaissance 
portraiture and Renaissance art. 

these are not usually taught in 
courses on Renaissance art. We 
teach Michelangelo. We teach 
Leonardo Da Vinci. We teach 
Raphael. But we don’t teach these 
works, and yet they were very 
popular…. For my field it is also 
an issue of breaking these very 
strict boundaries that say, oh, the 
Renaissance is about beauty and 
aesthetics and the inner character 
of the portrait sitter being seen on 
the outside. these portraits really 
challenge that.

PUBLiCATiONs, HONORs ANd CREATiVE WORks

What lessons are to be learned from 
looking back? 

today we are taught to treat 
people who are different with 
respect because that’s what we 
are told. I think it is interesting to 
see why we are told this, why we 
are told that accepting difference 
is a good thing, is a necessary 
thing, why we tend to expand 
the bounds of our normalcy a 
lot more. Ultimately, what this 
teaches us is that there isn’t such 
a thing as normalcy. Q 

faculty
Professor of Mathematics William Goldbloom 
Bloch published The Unimaginable Mathematics 
of Borges’ Library of Babel (oxford University 
Press, 2008).

Michael Drout, William C.h. and elsie D. 
Prentice Professor of english, published 
“Bibliography (in english) for 2006,” in Tolkien 
Studies 5 (2008), with Jason Rea ’10, Lauren 
Provost ’10 and Rebecca epstein ’08.

Meneely Professor of Biology John Kricher pub-
lished the article “Invasion of the Berry Snatchers: 
the Waxwing Irruption” in Bird Observer (april 
2008).

Professor of Computer Science Mark LeBlanc, 
Prentice Professor of english Michael Drout and 
Professor of Mathematics Michael Kahn received 
a one-year grant from the national endowment 
for the humanities entitled “Pattern Recognition 
through Computational Stylistics: old english  
and Beyond.”

Filmmaker and associate Professor of art and 
Film Jake Mahaffy’s feature film Wellness was 
a standout at the newport International Film 
Festival in June, receiving the Jury award for  
Best narrative Feature. 

Professor of Psychology David Wulff recently 
reviewed four major new reference works for 
the Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 
and several for the International Journal for the 
Psychology of Religion. 

Alumnae/i
In May, Robin Bowman ’82 received a 2008 
Independent Publisher Book award gold medal 
in the photography category for her book It’s 
Complicated: The American Teenager (Umbrage 
editions, 2008).

Jeanine Behr Getz ’87 has published her first 
book, Think Green! the illustrated book shows 
children everyday ways to be nice to the environ-
ment. (Kids think Big LLC, 2008).

Katherine Janney Hermans ’90 was named a 
“Rising Star” by the healthcare Businesswomen’s 
association. She is executive director of global 
strategy for Rapamune®, which is produced by 
Wyeth.

Jorie Johnson ’76 and Chad alice hagen co-wrote 
Fabulous Felted Scarves: 20 Wearable Works of Art 
(Lark Books, 2007).

Marjorie Gelb Jones ’62 published Frances Yates 
and the Hermetic Tradition (Ibis Press, 2008), the 
first full-length biography of the British historian.

Sally Bachelder Keil ’72 published the article “the 
Role and Impact of automation in an effective 
Quality Management Program” in the May–June 
2008 issue of aaCC Cereal Foods World. 

Alison McKinnell King ’86, counsel in the corpo-
rate and finance department at Kaye Scholer, an 
international law firm, was awarded the 2008 aBa 
Section of Business Law national Public Service 
award. the award recognizes significant pro bono 
legal services that demonstrate a commitment 
to providing services to the poor in a business 

context, and recognizes the achievements resulting 
from the public service work for the clients and the 
client groups represented. 

In February, Linda Mandolini ’85 was named one 
of 25 “2008 Women of Distinction” by the East 
Bay Business Times. Since 2001, Mandolini has 
been the executive director of eden housing, an af-
fordable housing development project in alameda 
County in northern California. 

In May, Sandra Ohrn Moose ’63 received the 
Leadership in Public Corporate Governance award 
from the new england chapter of the national 
association of Corporate Directors.

Mary Mallon Nyman ’57 in March received a 
2008 Mom’s Choice silver medal in the category of 
Young adult Fiction for her book When the Leaves 
Fall (Writer’s Showcase Press, 2002).

In May, Katy O’Toole ’88 and her United airlines 
design team received a 2008 Condé nast traveller 
Innovation and Design award in the aviation cat-
egory for their design of first-class seating/sleeping 
accommodations. 

Trish Clark Ryan ’91 published He Loves Me, He 
Loves Me Not: A Memoir of Finding Faith, Hope, 
and Happily Ever After (FaithWords, 2008). a 
Publishers Weekly review noted that “her sharp 
writing will appeal to faithful and irreverent readers 
alike.”

Ben Williams ’93 received the Dissertation of the 
Year award from the higher education and Student 
affairs Program within the School of educational 
Policy and Leadership at the ohio State University 
in May.
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FiELd  REPORT

When 14 freshmen set foot on campus to 
embark on a college lacrosse journey last 
august, one question lingered: Who would 
lead them?

It’s rare when first-year players arrive on 
the scene before their coach. But that was 
the case at the start of the academic year, as 
Wheaton’s men’s lacrosse head coach posi-
tion remained open.

Comprising three-quarters underclassmen, 
the young Lyons could either sulk about be-
ing without a head coach or make the best 
of the situation. they chose the latter. (an 
assistant coach was on campus part time, 
but most of the initiative had to come from 
the players.) and when their new coach, 
Michael McCaffrey, finally started in early 
november, their efforts were rewarded. 
he validated his players’ perseverance by 
indicating that this was their team and the 
direction it took was up to them. It paid off 
for them all.

the Lyons upset nationally ranked 
endicott in mid-March, defeated a tough 
trinity team and downed conference foe 
Babson twice. Wheaton went 5–2 in the 
Pilgrim League, earning the winning season 
sought, while reaching the conference title 
game for the first time since 1996.

“the guys showed great determination 
despite beginning the season without a per-
manent head coach,” said Brian endicott, 
who served as interim coach last fall before 
rejoining the program and taking over for 
McCaffrey following the spring season. 
“although the situation wasn’t ideal, it 
forced the guys to come together as a team 
and develop their own identity. their dedi-
cation and hard work were apparent while 
watching them practice and play, and that 
attitude stuck with them through the spring.”

one prevailing factor in the team’s suc-
cess was the fervor of the first-year players. 
“the freshman class was an enormous part 

Perseverance 
leads to 
lacrosse 
success

of our team’s success,” said tri-captain 
Richard Rasamny ’08. “they not only 
showed enthusiasm and passion for the 
sport, but also possessed a great deal of 
talent. their effort inspired the upperclass-
men to work even harder, and their desire 
to send the seniors out with a successful 
season was something each senior truly 
appreciated. they earned our respect very 
quickly by playing like seasoned veterans.”

Christopher Landers ’11 was the first 
Lyon to be named Pilgrim League Rookie 
of the Year since 1996, joining thomas 
ahern ’08 on the all-conference first team. 
Rasamny, who was voted new england 
Intercollegiate Lacrosse association all-
region, earned all-league second-team 
honors alongside andrew Schaffer ’10 and 
Benjamin Cederberg ’11.

the players were very patient with the 
coaching transition. “Going into the fall 
without a permanent coach was a tough 
situation, especially with such a young 
team,” admitted Rasamny. “But the team’s 

overall enthusiasm for the game of lacrosse 
and the desire for a successful season 
overshadowed any concern regarding who 
would lead us.”

and having early success in the spring 
apparently set the team on fire for the rest 
of the season in terms of boosting confi-
dence and the realization that they were a 
good team. Stringing together five straight 
wins leading up to the league champion-
ship game, Wheaton showed resolve during 
times of uncertainty, which paid dividends 
and should serve as a solid foundation from 
which to build in future years.

“Seeing the program move forward is very 
rewarding for every player that has played at 
Wheaton,” said Rasamny. “there is a lot of 
talent returning, and the team’s potential for 
success is very high. I truly feel the pro-
gram is in store for many winning seasons 
to come and, with this team’s work ethic, 
the opportunity to win the first conference 
championship is on the horizon.”  Q

—Scott Dietz

richard rasamny ’08, who was voted new england Intercollegiate lacrosse association all-region, earned 
all-league second-team honors.
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Baseball
the Lyons capped another 
successful season by qualify-
ing for their eighth nCaa 
tournament in nine springs, 
falling just shy of the regional 
championship round while 
boasting a 34–10 record.  
Matching the program’s third-
highest win total, Wheaton 
secured its ninth neWMaC 
tournament title after going 9–3 
in the league’s regular season. 
the Blue and White finished 
the year ranked 17th nation-
ally by the american Baseball 
Coaches association (aBCa). 
adam Gingras ’09 became the 
program’s sixth aBCa all-
america recipient while being 
named to the all-region and 
all-conference first teams, as 
well as neWMaC Pitcher of 
the Year. Joining Gingras on the 
all-region teams were Robert 
Foote ’09 and Jeffrey Lieneck 
’10. Foote, Gingras, Lieneck, 
Christopher McDonough 
’08—who became Wheaton’s 
sixth player to sign profession-
ally—and Paul Malaguti ’10 
picked up all-league laurels. 
eric Podbelski was named 
neWMaC Coach of the Year 
for the eighth time.

Women’s lacrosse
Wheaton hosted a neWMaC 
tournament game for the ninth 
straight spring after tying with 
two others for third place. the 
Lyons posted a 3–3 league 
record and 7–10 overall mark, 
having played five nationally 
ranked foes. Meredith hurd 
’08 became the program’s 
fifth player to earn all-confer-
ence honors three times, while 
classmate Sara Dimick ’08 was 
voted to the all-league second 
squad for the second time. 

Caitlin Grant ’09 corralled her 
first neWMaC all-Conference 
award. hurd leaves Wheaton 
ranked fourth in career goals 
and fifth in points.

softball
Wheaton executive Director 
of athletics Chad Yowell has 
hired Rachael Powers ’03 as 
the new head softball coach. 
Powers, an assistant on this 
year’s staff and a former all-
region player, replaces Gina 
Loudenburg, who resigned after 
recording 533 wins during 19 
seasons. Loudenburg’s final 
season at the helm this spring 
laid witness to a 29–14 overall 
record and 12–4 neWMaC 
mark, giving the 19th-year 
head coach 533 career wins. 

Wheaton was one victory shy of 
reaching the 30-win plateau for 
the 10th time in Loudenburg’s 
tenure. Placing second in the 
regular season standings, the 
Lyons came within one game 
of the tournament champion-
ship round. It marked the 19th 
time in 21 seasons of confer-
ence play that the Blue and 
White advanced at least to the 
semifinals. Stacey Kelleher ’09 
was the ninth Lyon to garner 
national Fastpitch Coaches 
association all-america ac-
colades, and she also earned 
all-region and all-conference 
nods for the second time. Jodi 
Moynagh ’08 enjoyed her first 
all-region and all-conference 
selections, while classmate 
audrey Poulton ’08 was voted 
all-league for the first time.

men’s tennis
Running its stretch of consecutive 
winning seasons to six, Wheaton 
advanced to the semifinals of 
the neWMaC tournament for 
the sixth successive spring. the 
Lyons, who were regionally 
ranked by the Intercollegiate 
tennis association for most of 
the season, posted a 9–7 overall 
record and 2–3 league mark.  
Wheaton reached its ninth 
tournament semifinal in the 
neWMaC’s 10-year history. Kyle 
hudgins ’10 earned his second 
consecutive all-conference honor 
after going unbeaten in league 
play at number three.

men’s and women’s 
outdoor track & field
Boasting four all-america honor-
ees at the nCaa Championship, 
the Wheaton women continued 
their dominance at the confer-
ence level, winning the league 
title for the 10th time in 11 
years. they swept the individual 
league awards for the fourth 
time, with Renee thompson 
’10 earning top athlete honors, 
Laurenmaria Smith ’11 picking 
up rookie accolades and Paul 
Souza receiving coaching laurels. 
thompson was Wheaton’s lone 
two-time all-american, while 
Chizoba ezeigwe ’09, natana 
Jules ’09 and Kelly Libert ’10 
joined thompson on an all-
america 4x400M relay team. 
Marc Mangiacotti was voted U.S. 
track & Field and Cross Country 
Coaches association national and 
regional women’s assistant coach 
of the year. Mark Williamson ’11 
was named neWMaC Rookie 
of the Year, as Lyons combined 
for 19 all-conference finishes. 
Williamson, albi Skenderi ’09 
and Merzudin Ibric ’10 drew three 
each, as did ezeigwe, thompson 
and Morgan Jamiel ’09.  Q

—Scott Dietz

sCOREBOARd

Jodi moynagh ’08 won her first all-region and all-conference selections.
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CAmPUs  CALEnDAR

s E P T E m B E r
4 Arc of Intent: Claudia R. Fieo, Selected 
Works, 1988–2008 | exhibition of artwork by 
Wheaton art professor. Beard and Weil Galleries, 
Watson Fine arts. opening lecture and recep-
tion, September 4, 7 p.m., ellison Lecture/haas 
Concourse & Lobby, Watson Fine arts. exhibition 
runs through october 19.

10  Faculty recital | Music department faculty 
perform as part of the Faculty and Friends Music 
Series. Cole Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.

18  disorient | tomie hahn and Wendy hsu 
offer an evening of performance art featuring a 
variety of styles—from traditional Japanese music 
to hardcore noise improvisations. Dance studio, 
Balfour-hood Center, 7:30 p.m. 

30 Readings by the writer | Poet tess taylor, 
author of The Misremembered World, a collec-
tion of poems. her nonfiction and poetry have 
appeared in the Times Literary Supplement, The 
New York Times and The New Yorker. May Room, 
Mary Lyon hall, 5 p.m. 

o C T o B E r
2 Norman W. Johnson Lecture in Mathematics 
and Computer Science | norman W. Johnson, 
professor emeritus of mathematics and the hon-
oree of this lecture series, will deliver this year’s 
address. hindle auditorium, 5:30 p.m.

4  Ten-minute play festival | an evening of 
dramatic vignettes written, directed and per-
formed by Wheaton students, advised by 
associate Professor of english Charlotte Meehan 
and Professor of theatre David Fox. Kresge 
experimental theatre, Watson Fine arts, 7:30 p.m.

7 Organ recital | College organist William 
a. MacPherson reveals the mysteries behind 
Wheaton’s Casavant mechanical-action organ in 
a lecture-demonstration format. Cole Memorial 
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.

17 Homecoming | Wheaton welcomes parents, 
families, alumnae/i and friends to campus. also 
october 18.

19 Community Day | Wheaton opens up the 
campus to friends and neighbors for a festive day 
of arts and entertainment, a hometown cookout 
and hands-on learning activities for all ages. 
noon–4 p.m.

23 T. Vegavahini | a South Indian vocal-
ist who performs the Dhanammal family style 
of music, she is the daughter of the legendary 
singer t. Brinda, who along with her cousin 
t. Balasaraswati, was among a handful of female 
musicians who transformed the role of women 
artists in South India during the 20th century. 
Woolley Room, Mary Lyon hall, 7:30 p.m. 

29 Loser Concert Series | Featuring Paquito 
D’Rivera, the first artist to win Latin Grammys 
in both classical and Latin jazz categories. Cole 
Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.

30 Hugh Townley: The Wizard of Wood | a 
retrospective look at the work of the sculptor and 
printmaker over the past 60 years. Beard and Weil 

Galleries, Watson Fine arts. opening reception, 
november 2, 2 p.m., haas Concourse & Lobby, 
Watson Fine arts. Continues through December 1.

31 Jazz band concert | Music of academy 
award-winning and Grammy award-winning 
herbie hancock. experimental theatre, Watson 
Fine arts, 7:30 p.m.

N o V E m B E r
5 Readings by the writer | edward Carey and 
elizabeth McCracken. Carey, the author of three 
novels, has written several adaptations for stage. 
his own plays include Sulking Thomas and Captain 
of the Birds. he is married to author elizabeth 
McCracken, who wrote Niagara Falls All Over 
Again and The Giant’s House, a national Book 
award Finalist. May Room, Mary Lyon hall, 5 p.m.

6 John Berberian | an armenian-american musi-
cian known for his virtuosity on the oud, a Middle 
eastern stringed instrument. Cole Memorial 
Chapel, 7:30 p.m. 

An Inspector Calls | a suspenseful tale about love, 
jealousy and secrecy that ends with a stunning 
cliffhanger. Written by J.B. Priestly, directed by 
assistant Professor of theatre Stephanie Burlington. 
Weber theatre, Watson Fine arts, 7:30 p.m. 
Performances also november 7, 8, 13, 14, 15.

13 Readings by the writer | Poet Marie howe. 
She is the author of two volumes of poetry, The 
Good Thief and What the Living Do, and the 
co-editor of a book of essays, In the Company 
of My Solitude: American Writing from the AIDS 
Pandemic. ellison Lecture, Watson Fine arts,  
5 p.m. 

20 Beyond Therapy | Written by Christopher 
Durang, directed by theatre major Clara Bene 
’09, the play deals with the obscure relation-
ships between therapists and their patients 

and the disasters of love-triangle relationships. 
experimental theatre, Watson Fine arts, 7:30 
p.m. Performances also november 21 and 22.

Student recitals | Gifted student performers dem-
onstrate mastery in voice, violin, cello, piano and 
various instruments. Cole Memorial Chapel, 5 p.m.

23 Southeastern Massachusetts Wind 
Symphony Holiday Spectacular | Music director 
and conductor earl Raney leads the ensemble in a 
performance of holiday favorites. Weber theatre, 
Watson Fine arts, 3 p.m. 

World Music Ensemble | a wide-ranging explora-
tion of world music traditions from Brazil, India, 
africa, Scotland, Ireland and more under the 
direction of Visiting Instructor of Music Sheila 
Falls-Keohane. Weber theatre, Watson Fine arts, 
7:30 p.m.

d E C E m B E r
4  The Great Woods Chamber Orchestra Winter 
Concert | Music director and conductor earl 
Raney leads the ensemble in an elegant eve-
ning of Baroque and seasonal favorites. Weber 
theatre, Watson Fine arts, 7:30 p.m.

5 Wheaton College Dance Company | troupe 
performs under the direction of Visiting assistant 
Professor of theatre/Dance Christianna Kavaloski. 
Weber theatre, Watson Fine arts, 8 p.m. 

7  Holiday Vespers Concert | Wheaton Chorale, 
under the direction of assistant Professor of 
Music tim harbold, sings carols and other music 
from a wide variety of cultures and traditions. 
Cole Chapel. Post-concert reception, Balfour-
hood atrium, Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.

all programs and events subject to change. For more 
information and the latest calendar listings, visit  
www.wheatoncollege.edu. For the fall sports calendar,  
visit www.wheatoncollege.edu/athletics. 

september 19 Voice of an artist—patrick Dougherty | Resident artist from September 1 to 
20. Dougherty combines his carpentry skills with his love of nature to create intriguing works of 
art, including a site-specific sculpture for Wheaton’s campus. Lecture, opening reception and 
dedication, Weber theatre, Watson Fine arts, 7 p.m. 
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Four new members have been 
elected to the Board of trustees: 
Carol Magovern Canter ’66, 
Cornelia “Lee” Clifford Wareham 
’74, John hazen White Jr. P’10, 
and elaine Meryl Brown ’77, 
P’07, alumna trustee.

Canter is a freelance writer 
and editor with years of public 
relations experience. She has 
served on several boards in the 
nonprofit sector. Wareham is a 
learning specialist in the Learning 
Resources Department of the 
Chapin School in new York. 
White is owner, president and 
chief executive officer of taco, 
Inc., which develops and manu-
factures heating and air condi-
tioning equipment and compo-
nents. Brown is the vice president 
of Special Markets in Creative 
Services at hBo and a novelist.

they all share a love of educa-
tion and bring valuable skills 
and experience to their roles as 
advocates for Wheaton’s best 
interests on policy and financial 
decisions.

Canter served as a trustee for 
14 years at Buckley Country Day 
School in Roslyn, n.Y., and was 
chair from 1990 to 1993. She 
currently is on the board of trust-
ees of the Professional Children’s 
School in new York City. She 
said her connection to Wheaton 
has remained strong because 
she truly values the educational 
experience she had here. 

 “I found it transformative for a 
young woman in the sixties to be 
‘heard’ in a classroom, encour-
aged to think independently 
and to be given a validation of 
her viewpoint,” she said. “I am 
looking forward to serving on 
the Wheaton College Board of 
trustees because I strongly be-
lieve in a liberal arts education as 
the best preparation for life. In an 

he said he wants to do what-
ever he can to improve the edu-
cational experience of young 
adults. each day he does that at 
his company through the taco 
Learning Center, which follows 
the philosophy that a company 
has an obligation to give back 
to the community by providing 
educational opportunities for 
employees and their families.

“My commitment to educa-
tion revolves around supporting 
an activity that gives people, 
both young and old, the chance 
to grow and prosper,” he said. 
“I have learned over the years 
that the mind has an endless 
desire to learn. It has been a 
lifelong goal of mine to help 
that process.”

Brown, who before working 
at hBo was a creative direc-
tor at Showtime networks, 
has earned many awards in 
the broadcast industry, includ-
ing an emmy. She has written 
two novels and is working on 
two new major book projects 
that will encourage reading 
and leadership among young 
african american men and 
women. 

She hopes to help Wheaton 
provide opportunities for stu-
dents to tap into their leader-
ship potential and a process for 
transition to foster a stronger 
connection to the school. 
“education is the foundation to 
begin a career. Leadership is 
the process by which individu-
als advance in the competitive 
business environment that is 
becoming more diverse, global 
and ‘horizontal,’ meaning that 
there is more crossover in busi-
ness today that requires the type 
of generalist that Wheaton’s 
Connections curriculum fos-
ters,” said Brown. Q

New trustees elected to board

“In an age of globalization, liberal 
arts gives us the broad base of 
knowledge to appreciate and learn 
from the differences around us.”—Carol Magovern Canter ’66

“education is a gift, and everybody 
ought to have the opportunity to 
have the kind of education I was 
able to have at Wheaton.” —Cornelia Clifford Wareham ’74

“… There is more crossover in 
business today that requires the 
type of generalist that Wheaton’s 
Connections curriculum fosters.”—Elaine Meryl Brown ’77, P’07

“I have learned over the years that 
the mind has an endless desire to 
learn. It has been a lifelong goal of 
mine to help that process.” —John Hazen White, Jr. P’10
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age of globalization, liberal arts 
gives us the broad base of knowl-
edge to appreciate and learn from 
the differences around us.”

Wareham, who majored in bi-
ology at Wheaton, has a master’s 
degree in elementary education 
and one in special education 
from new York University. She 
currently is the president of the 
board of trustees at the Stanley 
M. Isaacs neighborhood Center, 
Inc., in new York. She previously 
worked as a fisheries biologist 
for the U.S. environmental 
Protection agency. 

“education is a gift, and 
everybody ought to have the 
opportunity to have the kind of 
education I was able to have at 
Wheaton,” said Wareham. She 
hopes to contribute to making 
sure that happens. 

White has worn many leader-
ship hats. he is the director 
of the John & happy White 
Foundation, a former direc-
tor of the Greater Providence 
Chamber of Commerce, a trustee 
at Johnson & Wales University 
and on the board of the Williston 
northampton School. 
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y 11 a.m., Winston Benjamin ’04, recruitment and retention coor-
dinator at Phoenix Charter Academy (PCA) in Chelsea, Mass., has 
chastised a student for being out of uniform, sent a student home for 
smoking marijuana outside the school and talked to police about 
the incident. He has interviewed two prospective students and their 
parents and refocused a young man who was disrupting a class. He 
projects a calm but assertive energy when dealing with his students. 

He doesn’t raise his voice and, more often than not, takes a friendly tone. 
“A lot of these kids are on their own,” he says. “They’re figuring out how to eat, how 

to take care of themselves. I know I need to take myself out of the conflict. I try to be as 
light and fun as possible because the rest of their lives is so crazy.” But he doesn’t let 
anyone off easily.

Born in Jamaica and raised in the Bronx, the Posse Scholar alumnus knows about 
the struggles of urban youth and what it takes to triumph. “I understand how it is for 
kids who are in their neighborhoods, doing their thing, and also want to get out of their 
neighborhoods—through education. That was so much a part of my story.”

He draws on his own experiences to reach students who have been deemed unreach-
able. And in the process, he changes lives.

Excelling against the odds

In its second year, PCA is unique among Boston’s charter schools. Its mission is to give 
students who have been unsuccessful in traditional, public schools the kind of educa-
tion and support found in elite, private institutions. There are no textbooks; teachers 
create their own curriculum; special education students are not separated from their 
peers; and to graduate from PCA a student must have a college acceptance letter. 

Serving 125 students, ages 14 to 21, from Chelsea, Lynn and Revere, Mass.—com-
munities with high poverty, pregnancy and school attrition rates—PCA partners rigorous 
academics with intensive programmatic support. As 18-year-old Crystal* puts it, “The 
teachers here don’t get frustrated. If we don’t get it, they find a way to help us get it.”

Ten percent of PCA students are parents (there is a daycare program at the school). 
Ten percent have served jail time. Almost 50 percent are undercredited and almost all 
came to the school with truancy issues. But the high standards that the school holds for 
its students seem to be effective. Last academic year, 100 percent of the student body 
passed the Massachusetts proficiency exam (MCAS) in English, doubly impressive when 
one considers that 10 percent of these students are English language learners. Seventy-
five percent passed the mathematics portion of the MCAS.

By Mary Howard ’85
Photography by Michael Dwyer 

The right direction
Winston Benjamin ’04 leads students to success

*Only the first names of students have been used to protect their privacy.

B
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In June, the school graduated eight students. All went on to col-
lege. “Given the dropout rates for this population, we know many 
of PCA’s students would be out on the streets if not for the school’s 
staff. Winston is at the center of keeping them in school,” says 
Kirsten Olson, a visiting professor of education at Wheaton and a 
consultant to PCA. Olson calls Benjamin a cultural ambassador. 
“Winston is one of the most committed young men I have encoun-
tered in my work in schools,” she says. “He’s on a social justice 
mission to make the world more equitable through education.”

Building on strengths

Benjamin came to the United States from Jamaica when he was 8 
years old. “I always feel like I am a part of two cultures—I am double 
sided. I remember Jamaica, and my parents are old-school Jamaica. So 
part of me is an immigrant self, but I am also highly Americanized.” 
This double-sidedness, knowing what it is like to belong and not to 
belong, is at the center of his success with his students. “He’s able to 
bridge huge cultural, social and emotional gaps,” says Olson.

“Our students look at Mr. Benjamin, and they see themselves, 
and not just because he is a man of color. He has a special qual-
ity of connecting with the kids and their families,” says executive 
director Beth Anderson.

 “Talking to Mr. Benjamin is talking to someone who’s real,” says 
Ashley, 17, who came to PCA after meeting Benjamin on the subway. 
“He’s been through what I’ve been through. He understands me a lot.” 

Growing up in the Bronx, Benjamin was initially an indifferent 
student with a smart mouth. “I did the bare minimum to get by,” he 
says. When his teacher at Grace Dodge Vocational High School in 

New York City suggested Benjamin put his argumentativeness to 
good use, the young man joined the school’s debate team. And it 
changed his life.

Benjamin traveled throughout the Northeast as part of the team, 
meeting a diverse group of students. In 1999, he was the New 
York State debating champion. His debate team experience con-
vinced him that education and self-discipline are key to achiev-
ing success. Before joining the team, Benjamin recalls feeling 
ashamed for not working harder in school. His parents and older 
brother worked long hours so the family’s three youngest children 
could concentrate on their education. “My older brother is my 
biggest hero. He was never able to finish school because he was 
supporting us,” says Benjamin. “He made the ultimate sacrifice.”

Though his high-school years were not as difficult as those of 
many of PCA’s students, Benjamin says his story provides motiva-
tion for them to stay in school. “Some kids think you can’t be 
‘hood’ and be smart. I know you can.” 

Providing lessons 24/7

Though the school’s day runs from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., this is not a 
9-to-5 job. Staff routinely spend time with students after school. 
“Sometimes we just walk down the street and talk,” says Aldo, 19, 
a former gang member who is now studying mathematics and ac-
counting at Wheelock College in Boston. 

Benjamin’s commitment to his students means he is available 
for them 24/7. Like all staff at PCA, including Casey Lawson ’06 
who is a history teacher, he gives his cell phone number to his 
students. “My phone is never off,” Benjamin says. 
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The man who has worked as a bouncer is moved to tears when 
he recalls a phone call he received from a student at midnight. 
“He was walking away from home, trying to get away from 
abuse.” Benjamin talked to the student until 2 a.m.

“He will never say no to you,” says Aldo. “If you are in trouble, 
if you need to get away from somebody, he’ll always be there.”

Benjamin has found housing for homeless students. He has 
worked with social and state Department of Youth Services officials 
and helped a young female student get away from prostitution. “I 
don’t want these kids to have their focus taken away from school,” 
he says.

During an interview with a prospective student and her mother, 
he tells the young woman, “I will bend over backward to help you 
get where you want to go. We don’t expect you to build Mount 
Rushmore without teaching you to carve rock. But if you don’t 
come to school, you won’t get the friendly Mr. Benjamin. You 
don’t come to school, and I’ll call you. You miss three days in a 
row, I come to your crib.”

Clearing his own hurdles

Though Benjamin’s life experience helps him immeasurably in his 
work with urban youth at PCA, it initially proved to be a social bar-
rier at Wheaton. Coming from the rich diversity of the Bronx to a 
campus of mostly white, upper-middle-class students was a struggle. 

He came to Wheaton as part of the college’s first group of Posse 
Scholars. The Posse Foundation identifies, recruits and trains youth 
leaders from urban public high schools and sends these groups as 
“posses” to top colleges and universities in the United States. 

Olson remembers talking with Benjamin about his first few 
months at the college. “He spoke memorably about his transition 
from home.” The quiet of suburban Norton seemed deafening to 
the New Yorker. The darkness at night and the grass and trees took 
some getting used to.

 “Being a first-generation college student, Winston said he had no 
idea what to bring to his dorm room,” says Olson. “During his fresh-
man orientation week, he slept on a bare mattress. No one told him 
he had to bring a pillow, sheets and blankets.”

At times, Benjamin felt isolated. “I felt like I was in a bubble—
alone and different in a bubble,” he says. But his debate team 
experience and the support of his fellow Posse students helped 
him eventually flourish at Wheaton. He particularly credits Dolita 
Cathcart, assistant professor of history and his Posse advisor, with 
guiding him through school. As he became more involved in the 
Wheaton community, he became more comfortable. He worked 
on raising AIDS awareness at the school and served as a mentor for 
other students of color.

An economics major, he enjoyed classes with Russell Williams, 
assistant professor of economics. “He taught me that studying the 
economy is a good idea for an African American male. I learned 
how to talk about the systems we are in. It helped me explain the 
‘why’ behind poverty,” says Benjamin. 

Williams recalls meeting Benjamin in his First-Year Seminar: “It 
was a remarkable group of students,” says Williams, “and Winston 

was one of the more distinctive students in that class. He was not 
shy at all about offering opinions or about challenging other students 
to reconsider their thoughts from a different perspective. It was obvi-
ous to me that he was a committed learner and had a lot to offer.”

 Benjamin went on to take three other courses with Williams 
before he graduated. Williams says that one particularly memorable 
moment occurred in a macroeconomics class. “A student had asked 
a question, and Winston immediately raised his hand and asked, 
‘Professor, can I answer that question?’ I agreed.” Benjamin’s answer 
to his classmate’s question was so lucid, thorough and relevant to 
student experience that Williams says he had nothing to add. “He 
answered the question as well as any professor could have; but more 
importantly, it showed me that he was not only mastering the logic 
of the material in the class, but also thoroughly consolidating it with 
experiences outside the classroom.” 

After four years, Benjamin felt transformed. And he formed some 
lasting friendships. “The circle I had [at Wheaton] will always be my 
circle. We pained together; we celebrated together,” he says. “It was 
the best growing experience. I became clear on what I believe in. I 
found who I am as a man. I found me.”

After graduation, Benjamin worked as director of team enrich-
ment programs at Hyde Park YMCA. He applied to PCA, he says, 
because the school’s mission—providing an academically rigor-
ous and individually tailored curriculum to underserved, inner-city 
students—echoed his own philosophy. “This is education as I think it 
should be, especially for urban kids.”

It is Benjamin’s hopefulness that most impresses Anderson. “It’s so 
easy to get jaded in this work, and he’s not jaded. He believes in this 
mission, in what we are trying to do.” 

Says Olson: “Winston has learned to turn his life story into mean-
ingful work. That’s what we all want to do. That’s rocket fuel for  
the soul.” Q

Mary Howard is a freelance writer and editor who lives in south-
eastern Connecticut. E-mail the Quarterly about this story at quar-
terly@wheatoncollege.edu.
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THE SCIENCE OF  

TEAMWORK
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obert Morris doesn’t waste time. The 

lean, silver-haired biology professor 

talks briskly and moves with the erect gait of 

a gazelle. On campus, he has been known to 

run from place to place instead of walking. 

Ask him why, and he’ll likely tell you he needs the exercise—

and has to get where he’s going anyway. So why not run? 

When it comes to his work, though, the cell biologist displays 

a Zen-like patience. 

“As a scientist, you work for years and years, maybe a decade, 

between your major discoveries,” Morris says. “When you have 

them, you need to savor them…. In the meantime, you’re work-

ing toward the next discovery with smaller steps. You have to 

enjoy those smaller discoveries—enjoy the process. Because it’s 

mostly process.” 

Listening to Morris talk about his research—and his Wheaton 

student collaborators—you know for sure he enjoys the process. 

He enjoys the process of teaching even more. Combine the 

two—research and teaching—and “Dr. Bob” is one happy man. 

By HannaH Benoit

THE SCIENCE OF  

TEAMWORK
Biology professor 
partners with students 
on cell research
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“I came to Wheaton because I wanted the primary focus of 
my career to be on teaching,” he says with a smile that rarely 
fades. “Lab research is one of the most enjoyable ways of 
teaching. It’s a deeper form of understanding you’re striv-
ing for, and it’s a much closer interaction than one gets in a 
classroom.

“The reason I’m a scientist is that you get to discover new 
phenomena no human has ever known before. It doesn’t 
matter whether you’re an undergraduate or a college profes-
sor—the discovery doesn’t ‘care’ who discovers it. Students 
have the chance to make true breakthroughs. And the op-
portunity to be there when a student makes such a discovery 
is an indescribable privilege.”

Working together, Morris’s team has produced discover-
ies both large and small during his nine years at Wheaton. 
The team is currently studying the formation of cilia in sea 
urchin embryos, but their broader purpose is to examine the 
roles that cell motility plays in animal development—how 
movement is involved in turning an egg into an entire 
organism. 

In 2006, the Morris lab helped annotate the complete 
genome sequence of the purple sea urchin as part of an in-
ternational consortium of scientists. Morris and six Wheaton 
students were among the 220 authors of a paper presenting 
the findings in Science magazine that year. (Of the dozens 
of institutions involved in the project, Wheaton was the only 
liberal arts college.) The Wheaton team also published their 
data in Developmental Biology. 

One of the co-authors was Blair Rossetti ’09, a biochem-
istry major and a senior member of the Morris lab this year. 
This summer, both Rossetti and Morris had appointments 
at the Marine Biological Laboratory (MBL), the world-re-
nowned research center in the Cape Cod town of Woods 
Hole. Morris furthered his research there as an Evelyn and 
Melvin Spiegel Fellow, taking advantage of the MBL’s cut-
ting-edge equipment and the opportunity to collaborate 
closely with other sea urchin biologists. Rossetti worked as 
a technician in the microscopy department for the second 
consecutive summer, helping to keep that cutting-edge mul-
timillion-dollar equipment up and running. In his “spare” 
time, Rossetti joined Morris in his cilia research. 

With contributions to two prestigious publications and 
two summers at the MBL to his credit, Rossetti is pleased he 
chose to study science at Wheaton. “It’s a trade-off between 
the facilities a large university might be able to offer, and the 
one-on-one time with the professors,” he says. “For me, the 
time is more important.” In the Morris lab, students can go 
as far as their interest and ambition take them. 

“At the bigger research institutions, undergraduates don’t 
get to do much. The senior members of the lab basically do 
everything that’s important. But at Wheaton, if you want to 
do the important projects, you can—and then you can do 
even bigger projects. You make it what you want it to be.” 

In the Morris lab, students are involved in every aspect 
of the work, from feeding the sea urchins to conducting an 
entire experiment on their own. The students also helped 
gather data for Morris’s MBL fellowship proposal this year. 

“It’s really my students who earned this opportunity for 
me,” Morris says, “and it’s to their credit that our lab is 
competitive with the top labs in the world in studying cell 
motility and development.” 
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associate Professor of Biology Robert Morris and Blair Rossetti ’09.
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When Morris says that science is “mostly process,” he’s not 
exaggerating. The team does microinjections into living cells, 
targeting specific genes in order to test their function in the 
organism. Conducting a single microinjection experiment takes 
more than a thousand steps. The team even has to craft its 
own needles using a special needle puller, which heats a glass 
capillary and stretches the end into a tip that’s thinner than a 
micron—one-thousandth the diameter of a human hair. That’s 
too fine to be seen by the naked eye, but watch out: “If you get 
a splinter from one of these, it lasts a long time,” Morris says.

“But one of the nice things is, this work is very hands on. The 
students build their own apparatus. And when they put it on the 
microscope and they inject their own cell, they’ve done all of it 
themselves.” 

The unappreciated organelle

When Morris describes his research and the science behind it, 
it’s clear why his students call him a gifted teacher. He has a 
way of making complex topics understandable even to those 
who might say, “I’m not a science person.” 

“Some people have been brainwashed,” he says. “They think 
science is unapproachable and scary, when in fact everybody 
does it—they just don’t put the name ‘science’ on it. Science is 
a matter of asking questions, gathering information to find an 
answer, and then adjusting your beliefs based on the informa-
tion you get. Every single person does that, even if it’s ‘I can’t 
find my toothbrush. It must be lost. It probably fell beside the 
sink. Yup, there it is.’ 

“Everybody tests their own ideas by finding out new informa-
tion. Some of us just happen to do it for a living.” 

Admittedly, finding a lost toothbrush is a lot simpler than 
studying the “coordination of ciliogenesis and cytoskeletal 
dynamics in sea urchin embryos”—Morris’s summer research 
topic. He arrived at the MBL with an ambitious research agen-
da, knowing he would probably have to winnow it down to 
the projects most likely to yield results quickly. That’s because 
Morris and his team are always focused on getting data for their 
next peer-reviewed paper. Most of those papers have multiple 
authors, since several students contribute significant data over 
time.

In their study of cell motility, they focus on the formation of 
cilia, “those long, whip-like appendages that stick off of cells 
and are most famous for beating on the surface to move fluids 
over that cell,” he says. “But we’ve discovered in recent years 
that cilia have been an unappreciated organelle.”

It turns out that all human cells are ciliated, he says, though 
most have immotile sensory cilia that act as cellular antennae. 
Studying cilia offers a glimpse into how our own bodies sense 

their environment, because three of the five senses—vision, 
hearing and smell—are conducted by cilia. For example, the 
sensory segment of a rod cell in the eye is a modified cilium, 
as is the sensory ending of an olfactory neuron. 

Furthermore, ciliary defects play a key role in a variety 
of human diseases and conditions, including birth defects, 
polycystic kidney disease, blindness and infertility. 

“We study the mechanisms of cilia formation as a basic 
process of cell development,” says Morris, “but it has impor-
tant clinical applications. By studying the normal processes 
of cilia development, we hope to shed light on what happens 
when these processes go awry.” 

A certain spark

When selecting new members for his lab, Morris looks for 
students with a certain “spark.” Drive and passion, he says, 
are even more important than book knowledge. “That drive 
is what gets you through 
the plain and simple tedium 
involved in completing a 
round of experiments with 
enough replicates to produce 
a publishable unit.” 

He also looks for students 
who are natural leaders, 
since the senior members of 
the lab coach and mentor 
the younger ones. Amanda 
Rawson ’09 is one such 
leader, whose dedication 
to the success of her peers, 
Morris says, is as strong as 
her drive to achieve. Rawson, 
who plans to go to medi-
cal school, interned at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Medical School this summer, 
assisting with two clinical in-
vestigations—a study of post-
surgical bariatric patients and 
a study of neutrophil gene 
expression. Her self-designed 
internship was funded by the 
Wheaton Fellows program. 

“I have to credit Dr. Bob,” 
Rawson says, “because he 
gave my work credibility. 
Without the experience I 

Confocal images of a sea urchin 
blastula showing Dna (blue) and 
the proteins tubulin (green) and 
cadherin (red). 
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gained in his lab, I do not think these summer opportunities 
would have been possible.”

David Perelman ’11 quickly became one of the Morris lab’s 
most enthusiastic members in his freshman year. 

“When you give David a research paper to read, he comes 
back with twice as many words on it, because he’s added so 
many notes in the margins,” Morris says. “He goes to Amanda 
and Blair for help decoding it, and then comes to me with ad-
ditional questions. Working as a layered team that way, we go 
much farther much faster than we would if it were a hierarchi-
cal system.”

Blair Rossetti, who won a prestigious Barry M. Goldwater 
science scholarship this year, brings his own mix of talents. 

“I like to tinker,” he says, noting that he was fascinated 
with robotics as a child. Last semester, Rossetti took a com-
puter class with professors Betsey Dyer (biology) and Mark 
LeBlanc (computer science) and discovered he had a talent for 
programming. 

“I applied almost everything I learned to the work in the 
lab,” he says. 

Programming skills are important in today’s research labs, 
since so much of the work involves the manipulation of data 
on a computer instead of the traditional “wet bench” lab ex-
periments. Morris’s lab combines both techniques. 

The team uses a computer program called BLAST (Basic 
Linear Alignment Search Tool) to help identify the genes in the 
sea urchin genome that code for motor proteins. 

“It’s basically like Google for DNA,” says Rossetti, “in the 
sense that it searches for particular sequences in the whole 
genome.”  

In order to identify the ciliary genes in the sea urchin, the re-
searchers used BLAST to compare the sea urchin genome with 
an already decoded genome, that of the single-celled algae 
Chlamydomonas reinhardtii (or “Chlamy” for short).  

“We take each of the known ciliary genes from Chlamy and 
search throughout the sea urchin genome for that specific se-
quence. If we find a close match, that’s a potential ciliary gene 
in the sea urchin,” Rossetti explains. 

Then they take all the potential matches and do a reverse 
BLAST, from sea urchin to Chlamy. The best matches from this 
so-called reciprocal BLAST are those most likely to be ciliary 
genes. In turn, the team will investigate the roles of these genes 
via so-called knockdown experiments, in which they suppress 
a particular gene and observe what function is missing as the 
embryo develops. 

Until recently, the BLAST searching was a tedious process, 
since the sequences had to be fed into the computer one at 
a time. Rossetti downloaded a program that would allow the 
team to process the sequences in batches. He then wrote an 

Summer science

Wheaton students collaborate with science and math faculty in 

a wide variety of campus lab programs throughout the academic 

year. Over the summer months, several of these partnerships 

continued with support from the Mars Faculty/Student Research 

Fellowships Program. 

Biotic transfer of Methyl Mercury in Boston Harbor
Janina Benoit, associate professor of chemistry,  

and Samuel Beal ’09 

Fish provide the major source of mercury exposure in our diets, 

so a thorough understanding of how mercury transfers from the 

environment into fish is essential to fisheries management.

Mark/Recapture, Genetic analysis and Multiple Paternity 
Study of Cape Cod Diamondback terrapins
Barbara Brennessel, professor of 

biology, with Kathryn Sudbey ’11, 

Scott Larsen ’11 and Brianna 

Shaughnessy ’11 (Wheaton 

Fellow)

This team is engaged in an ongoing 

study of the diamondback terrapin 

turtle and its fragile coastal habitats on Cape Cod. 

investigation into novel Phosphors for Solid-State  
Lighting applications
John Collins, professor of physics, and Jeffrey Grassetti ’09 

This study is part of the effort to develop new lighting technologies 

that are more energy efficient and environmentally friendly than 

incandescent or fluorescent lights. 

Research in Genomics
Betsey Dyer, professor of biology, and Christina Nelson ’11  

Mark LeBlanc, professor of computer science, and Neil Kathok ’10 

Michael Kahn, professor of mathematics, and Amos Jones ’11 

On the microbial “tree of life,” research indicates that pieces of 

DNA have been exchanged from “branch to branch,” or horizon-

tally. This project examines some of these horizontal transfers in 

bacterial and archaeal genomes. 

Cognitive Priming in Video Game Play
Rolf Nelson, assistant professor of psychology,  

and Ian Strachan ’09 

This study examines how various kinds of video games might 

“prime” or stimulate different modes of cognition (such as decisive 

thinking vs. sustained problem-solving thinking). 
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original program that greatly simplified the team’s sorting and 
analysis of the computer’s results. 

What used to take hundreds or even thousands of hours now 
takes just seconds. Morris says Rossetti’s achievement is an ex-
ample of what undergraduate scientists can accomplish under 
the right circumstances. 

“Give students the tools and the time and the guidance, and 
they’ll make discoveries you couldn’t have imagined.”

Graduates of the Morris lab have gone on to reach for further 
discoveries. Julia Lowe ’04 recently graduated from Jefferson 
Medical College. Christopher English ’03 is studying cell and 
molecular biology at the University of Colorado at Boulder, 
while Joshua Nordberg ’00 is working toward his Ph.D. in biol-
ogy at UMass Medical School. There he is studying how the 
centrosome—a cellular organelle—duplicates itself. Defects 
in the duplication process can lead to genetic instability and 
cancer, Nordberg explains, “so the more we understand about 
this process, the more we hope we can understand about how 
cancer develops.” 

Nordberg, who originally wanted to become a surgeon, 
says his experience in Morris’s lab turned him toward a career 
in laboratory research. 

“I feel he taught his classes at an almost graduate level,” 
Nordberg recalls. “We were all expected to perform as young 
scientists, developing our analytical skills and using them to 
solve problems. Those of us lucky enough to work in his lab 
received even higher-level instruction.” 

As one of Morris’s first lab students at Wheaton, Nordberg 
helped launch the work on cilia formation that continues at 
Wheaton and Woods Hole today. In fact, the Morris lab will 
soon publish a paper that has been nearly a decade in the 
making. 

“Those data go back eight years, to my earliest time at 
Wheaton,” Morris says. “It sometimes takes that long: Josh 
Nordberg will be a co-author on that paper!” Q 

E-mail Hannah Benoit about this story at  
benoit_hannah@wheatoncollege.edu.
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“teaching is an experiment on human 
communication,” says Morris. “the result 
is understanding.”
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The history-making,  
down-to-earth  
bishop 
Bavi Rivera ’68 
answers her calling

28  Wheaton Quarterly
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er title and place in Episcopal Church history 
are impressive. 

She is The Right Reverend Bavi Edna 
“Nedi” Rivera, bishop suffragan and Episcopal 
priest. She is the first Hispanic woman bishop 

ordained in the Episcopal Church, and only its 12th woman 
bishop. And she is only the 16th woman bishop in the history 
of the worldwide Anglican Communion, which comprises more 
than 80 million members in 44 regional and national churches 
in 160 countries. 

Not bad for the little girl who couldn’t decide what she wanted 
to be when she grew up; she couldn’t even imagine this as a 
choice because it didn’t exist for women. But what is most im-
pressive, say those who know Rivera, is that she is just “Nedi”—
as she likes to be called—working daily to make a difference in 
spiritual and earthly lives. That is what makes her so special.

“Nothing dramatic,” she says, humbly describing her min-
istry, “just practicing the presence of God and helping folks 
understand what we are called to do and be.”

Not only has Rivera been called to be true to herself, but also 
to be the face and force behind helping to move the diocese 
in a more diverse direction, notes Reverend Rachel K. Taber-
Hamilton, chair of the First Nations Committee in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Olympia in western Washington. 

Rivera, who was elected bishop suffragan (assistant bishop) 
to serve in the Diocese of Olympia in 2004, helps carry out the 
vision of the diocese. She has been given oversight of particular 
ministries, including evangelism, faith formation and ethnic 
ministries.

“Nedi was the right choice to be our suffragan bishop,” says 
Taber-Hamilton, “primarily because of her ability to connect 
with disenfranchised and disaffected people of every ethnicity 
and life experience. She brings the same sincere interest in and 
concern for others into all her interactions with people, whether 
they are diocesan staff or strangers, privileged or impoverished, 
whatever color, orientation or ability. We needed a listening 
ear, and she brought two of the best, as amplified by a deeply 
compassionate heart.

“It’s a big deal that Nedi is the first Hispanic woman bishop 
because everyone in the church and in the world needs to see 

that, needs to have the experience of who she is and what she 
brings to a position of leadership. It’s harder to ignore the real-
ity of emerging diversity in executive culture when it’s staring 
at you, eyeball to daring eyeball, over a power lunch.”

Joining the team

Rivera, an infectiously energetic woman who loves to dance 
and is known to wear scarlet red nail polish, was ordained 
a priest in 1979. (Women were first ordained in 1977.) Prior 
to being elected as bishop suffragan, she was a rector in the 
Diocese of California at St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church in San 
Francisco. Her leadership roles in numerous congregations 
over the years have ranged from directing Christian education 
and youth ministry to helping churches with budgets and stra-
tegic planning. She started a Spanish-speaking congregation, 
which is a big accomplishment for the daughter of a Puerto 
Rican father and Anglo  mother who had to work hard as an 
adult to learn to converse in Spanish. The language was not 
spoken in the home when she was growing up. 

“What made that a real accomplishment,” she says, “is that 
the folks in the English-speaking congregation didn’t think they 
wanted to do that or that they could do that. In the end, it was 
a wonderful blending of cultures and languages, and it was 
important to the congregation that we had done it.”

As a member of the diocesan’s We Will Stand With You 
team, she provides leadership and support for ongoing fund-
raising to rebuild a church and school in New Orleans that 
was devastated by Hurricane Katrina. She also served as a 
catalyst for the Episcopal Church headquarters’ staff to serve 
dinner to a group of more than 100 homeless individuals.

“My work since I have been bishop is to support those who 
are doing the work on the ground,” she says. 

Working with a team, she helped to start an initiative to get 
the diocese to buy 30,000 malaria nets to be distributed in 
African countries, and helped gather members of the diocese 
to see a performance of “Black Nativity” in Seattle to diversify 
the understanding of the Gospel. 

Rivera, who has a master of divinity degree, also has training 
and experience ministering to special groups, including the 
terminally ill and gay and lesbian churchgoers. In all the places 

By Sandy Coleman

h
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where she has worked, she has helped congregations discern 
and articulate their vision and develop ways to implement goals, 
as well as broaden the reach of the church. 

Taking the long way toward destiny 

Even before she was ordained a priest, Rivera—whose second 
husband is a retired priest—seemed pre-ordained for a life in the 
church. But she took the scenic route.

Rivera grew up in Visalia, Calif., where the church was the 
center of home life. Her now-deceased father, Victor Manuel 
Rivera, was a bishop from 1968 to 1988. 

She went to an Episcopal convent boarding school in Tucson, 
Ariz. Interestingly, it was her English and history teacher’s sister, 
one of the nuns, who pointed her toward Wheaton College. The 
sister had gone to Wheaton and thought Rivera would like it. 

At Wheaton, she stumbled upon physics as a major. “I had 
taken physics as a freshman to deal with the science require-
ment and to learn a new discipline. I was also taking calculus. 
By December I was failing both, but I found a tutor who helped 
me ‘get it.’ I aced the finals. Shortly before that, the physics 
professor was asked what would be on the final. He answered, 
‘You’ll have to write haiku on the theory of relativity.’ Well, we 
didn’t, but I loved the idea and his attitude,” says Rivera. “I also 
liked it that he talked not only about the science of physics, but 
the effect of new learning on the world as well.”

Rivera, who got married for the first time six weeks after her 
college graduation, had not mapped out a career in physics. 
For a while she thought about teaching, but got sidetracked 
by motherhood and volunteer work that included conven-
ing a youth group for church in her home and bookkeeping. 
Her blended family includes two daughters and two sons. Her 
stepson, Jonathan Moore, is a 1996 Wheaton graduate, as is her 
daughter-in-law, Sarah Cummings Moore ’97.

Seeing the light 

In the spring of 1972, Rivera was at a deanery meeting when 
it became apparent that women were going to be ordained as 
priests someday. In the 10 minutes it took her to drive home, 
she had figured out the logistics of entering the seminary that 
fall. “I remember thinking that night that my life finally made 
sense,” she says.

“Growing up with a father who was a minister had a lot to 
do with leading me to the decision to be a priest. My sisters 
and I were beloved by his congregation—the one congregation 
he served from before I was born until after I graduated from 
Wheaton. I loved going to church. I remember the first time I 
was allowed to stay up late enough to go to Midnight Mass and 
hearing the Prologue from the Gospel of John for the first time. I 
was enchanted,” she says.

Ironically, her father opposed women being ordained priests. 
“He didn’t believe women could represent Christ to the world,” 
says Rivera. “On the other hand, from day one he said that if 
women could be priests, he believed I would be a good one. He 
was always very proud of me.”

However, he didn’t attend her ordination as a priest. “I was 
disappointed when he didn’t come. I had hoped that even if he 
couldn’t come as a bishop he would come as my father, but he 
couldn’t.”

For years, they agreed to disagree on the issue. By the time 
she was standing before a crowd of more than 3,000 people, 
about to be ordained bishop suffragan, he had a change of 
heart. He was among those who participated in her ordination. 
“Bishops ordain bishops and dad was proud to do that. They 
gather around the new bishop and each of them lays a hand on 
your head. At the end of the prayer, as the bishops moved their 
hands away from my head, Dad patted me with affection rather 
than liturgy. It was very sweet.”
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Being in the spotlight

Being the “first” in anything comes with responsibility. Rivera knows 
there are plenty of people in the church who still feel that women 
should not be bishop. The watchful attention doesn’t unnerve her.

 “I’ve served in congregations where there were people who 
didn’t want a woman priest or a Hispanic one, and most of those 
folks changed their minds, became friends and at least one of them 
became a woman priest. I believe it is my responsibility to make 
it easier for people to change their minds. It has been my goal to 
‘out-gracious’ them, to be the best priest, bishop, whatever I could 
be to break down those walls. 

“Many of the younger women these days don’t get that the barri-
ers aren’t gone, only hidden. We still have a long way to go. Every 
time one of us—either women or people of color or other persons 
on the margins—gets elected to be first of whatever, we open 
up the imagination of the institution. Consider the Democratic 
primaries, all of a sudden we begin to think differently. It’s a huge 
responsibility, because if I disappoint people—and I have and 
will again—it not only reflects on me, but on all that I represent to 
them. That’s just the way it is.”

That sense of comfort with her own vulnerability is an asset, 
notes Taber-Hamilton. “She’s a good example of what a healthy 
woman’s style of leadership can bring to a traditionally male-dom-
inated arena of executive power.”

Brian Sellers-Peterson, northwest regional director of Episcopal 
Relief and Development, has come to know Rivera’s style well 
during the past four years. “If you met Nedi on the street and 
engaged her in a conversation, you would never know that she is a 
big-shot, important church leader,” he says. 

Once, says Sellers-Peterson, “she showed up with her chef 
coat and pants to cook at an Episcopal Relief and Development 
fundraising dinner. We had to force her out of the kitchen to eat 
and give her Episcopal blessing to the gathered group. She loves to 

cook. It flows from her love of people and commitment to inclusive 
hospitality.”

He saw that when he traveled with her to Honduras a couple of 
years ago to visit a microfinance baking project run by Garifuna 
women. “She was constantly hugging and kissing her new friends, 
asking them about their children, their business, their hopes and 
joys. She has a huge, beautiful smile that draws people in and 
makes them feel special.” 

Elena Wong ’07, an assistant admission director at Wheaton, saw 
it even sooner. When Wong was a child—and before Rivera was a 
bishop—she came to Wong’s home to be interviewed by parishio-
ners of St. Aidan’s. 

The young Wong had to excuse herself from saying grace to go 
upstairs to her room because she couldn’t stop laughing at some-
thing that had happened earlier in the evening. “While everyone 
was in line to get dinner, Nedi came and knocked on my door to 
make sure that I was OK,” says Wong. “We started talking about 
my room and things I was interested in. What I loved about that 
moment was that even though I was only nine years old, she was 
treating me like I was much older. That just set the stage for the fu-
ture…. Everyone wants to talk with her. But when you sit with her, 
it is like there is no one else in the room. She is so present.”

As a member of St. Aidan’s, Wong traveled with Rivera on church 
missions to New York, Utah and elsewhere. “Some of these trips were 
hard because there was a small group of us stuck in cars driving to-
gether for three weeks,” she says. “What I found amazing was that in 
the three weeks, she sent a postcard to everyone in the congregation.”

It is no wonder that when Rivera was about to be ordained 
bishop, she invited everyone from St. Aidan’s to come. And boy, 
did they. About 55 of them flew from San Francisco to Olympia to 
see “Nedi” take her place in history. Q 

E-mail Sandy Coleman about this story at  
coleman_sandra@wheatoncollege.edu.
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Photos by Nicki Pardo

Celebration filled every inch of the campus 

in May as alumnae/i across the years 

gathered to reconnect and reminisce.
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At one point during Reunion 
Weekend, there was a 
Hollywood moment. The 
women of the Class of ’58 were 
standing on the steps of the 
library for their official class 
portrait. Lined up in front of 
them at the bottom were about 
a dozen husbands—holding up 
their cameras shooting away, 
paparazzi style. 

These were not celebrities. 
But they were certainly stars 
this particular weekend, shining 
brightly in every way.

The group won an attendance 
award for most improved atten-
dance since their last Reunion, 
thanks to a dedicated planning 
committee that worked on 
events and wooed classmates for 
two years. Forty-eight members 
came. They planted a tree in the 
side garden at the Presidents’ 
House in memory of their de-
ceased classmates, and at least 
one family of a deceased class-
mate attended the tree dedica-
tion ceremony and reception. 
Photographer Dorothy Kerper 
Monnelly showcased several of 
her black-and-white photos in 

Reunion: starring the Class of ’58 

an exhibition that also featured 
the artwork of children’s book 
illustrator Kay Sproat Chorao. 
Books by the two women sold 
out in the campus bookstore.

The Class of ’58 set a new  
record for the biggest 50th 
Reunion gift to the Annual Fund. 
The women—many in partner-
ship with their spouses—contrib-
uted $400,086, reaching their 
goal and meeting a $200,000 
challenge issued by five class-
mates (Mollie Osmundsen 
Mason, Susan Keene Stitt, Marilyn 
Talbot Gass, Linda Berry Trimble 
and Adrienne Bevis Mars). 

Because they hit their goal, John 
and Adrienne Mars, who are also 
celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversary this year, contribut-
ed an additional $400,000 to the 
Reunion gift, which will be used 
to provide wireless connections 
campuswide. If that were not 
enough, John Mars also surprised 
President Ronald Crutcher—and 
his own wife—by announcing 
that he was giving an addi-
tional $5 million to Wheaton in 
honor of Adrienne and her 50th 
Reunion. 

The Class of ’58 also received 
the Reunion Annual Fund 

Award, for the most Annual 
Fund dollars raised this year, 
and the Reunion Gift Award, 
which recognizes the class for 
the largest five-year total for 
combined Annual Fund and 
capital giving. 

Near the end of their fund-
raising efforts, the alumnae also 
decided they wanted to create 
an endowed scholarship for 
their class, and several class-
mates stepped forward to make 
sizable gifts toward that goal.

In total, more than 400 
alumnae/i participated in 
Commencement/Reunion 
Weekend, including Dorothy 
McQuilland Hanrahan and 
Helen Piper Roberts from the 
Class of 1933, the oldest class 
represented. Alumnae/i came 
from 30 states and from as far 
away as Alaska, Aruba, Italy 
and the United Kingdom.

Heidi Meier Slater ’58 had 
not been on campus in 50 
years. She picked a perfect 
year to return. “I’m delighted 
I came,” she said. “We were 
beautifully received. I should 
have come back sooner.” Q Ph
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Network
•	 Check	out	job	postings	from	other	

alumnae/i.
•	 Post	your	résumé.	

Communicate
•	 Sign	up	for	a	free	lifetime	Wheaton	

e-mail	forwarding	address.
•	 Keep	in	touch	with	friends	and	

classmates	through	class	Web	sites.

Connect
•	 Stay	up	to	date	on	current	Wheaton	

news.
•	 Register	for	alumnae/i	events.
•	 Update	your	personal	contact	

information	with	Wheaton.

Share
•	 Offer	your	thoughts	and	ask	ques-

tions	about	the	new	Web	site.	E-mail	
alumweb@wheatoncollege.edu

Wheaton’s alumnae/i network of 
over 15,000 strong is about to get 
stronger—and closer. In September, 
the Office of Alumnae/i Relations 
and Annual Giving will launch a 
new alumnae/i Web community. 
Formerly known as OnLyon, the 
new online community offers en-
hanced features including a sophis-
ticated career services component. 

The new site, located at www.
wheatoncollege.edu/alum, puts a 
powerful new tool into the hands 
of alumnae/i who are seeking pro-
fessional and social connections.

The Alumnae/i Association initi-
ated the Web site upgrade as part 
of its ongoing strategic planning. 
Like the college, the association is 
looking toward 2014 and work-
ing to realize its vision—to inspire 
pride in and passion for a life-
long commitment to the college. 
Motivating all graduates to connect 
with Wheaton and with each other 
in innovative and diverse ways is 
key.

“A tool such as the new alum-
nae/i Web site that promotes and 
makes professional and social 

Welcome to the 
virtual neighborhood

connections possible is es-
sential to an educational 
community that extends not 
only across the campus, but 
also around the country and 
throughout the world,” said 
Sharon Howard ’87, execu-
tive director of Alumnae/i 
Relations and Annual Giving.

The Career Network is the 
major addition to the alumnae/i 
Web site. Wheaton has partnered 
with Experience, an industry-lead-
ing alumni Web career center. 
Through the Career Network, 
alumnae/i can now post résumés 
and search for jobs posted by and 
for Wheaton graduates. Users also 
have direct access to thousands of 
employment opportunities provid-
ed through trusted employers. For 
those who are simply exploring 
other careers, the Career Network 
also provides industry profiles and 
salary information. 

Wheaton’s Filene Center for 
Work and Learning has contracted 
with the student component of 
Experience so alumnae/i can post 
internships, summer jobs and full-
time positions for current students, 
said Elizabeth Hallowell, Filene 
Center associate director.

Interestingly, the alumnae/i 
bond helped bring the online 
Career Network to Wheaton. 
Clifford Libby ’94, university sales 
and services vice president at 
Experience, works to partner the 
career site with schools. “I’m ex-
cited about the opportunity to help 
unleash the power of the Wheaton 
community and get more students 
and alumni working together 
to find great careers,” he said. 
“Career exploration and decisions 
are central to the college experi-
ence—just ask any parent paying 
tuition or student graduating. So 
it’s great that Experience will be 
able to expand upon the great 

To-do LIsT

services already provided  
by the Filene Center.”

The upgraded virtual 
alumnae/i community and 
Career Network complements 
Wheaton’s current event pro-
gramming and capitalizes on the 
connection graduates already 
share, said Ryan Parker ’01, 
assistant director of Alumnae/i 
Relations and Annual Giving, 
who plans events that focus on 
professional connections. 

Staying close clearly pays off. 
Just ask Vanessa Leigh Galan 
’06, who attended a New York 
City networking event in the fall 
of 2006. “I went in hopes of see-
ing other alumni, making some 
connections and getting a better 
idea of the potential job market,” 
she said. 

Galan left with a career men-
tor: Sharon Callahan ’84, presi-
dent of Summit Grey and host 
of the networking event. “The 
Wheaton bond was apparent, 
and she was eager to help me 
to the best of her ability.” After 
a few follow-up conversations 
with Callahan and two informa-
tional interviews, Galan landed 
a job at Grey Healthcare Group 
in New York City. 

Galan’s story is just one ex-
ample of the power of alumnae/i 
relationships that Howard said 
she hopes will not only continue 
but grow exponentially with the 
new alumnae/i Web site and 
Career Network. Q 

—Melissa Nederostek

sELEcTEd 
rEgIoNAL 
EvENTs

Boston 
September 20 
Walking	tour	of	the	Flat	
of	Beacon	Hill,	led	by	
Margy	Bratschi	’78,	
followed	by	a	reception	
at	the	home	of	Sandra	
Sable	Gilpatrick	’95.	
Time	to	be	determined.	
Coordinated	by	
the	Greater	Boston	
Wheaton	Club.

September 25
Boston	Red	Sox	vs.	
Cleveland	Indians,	
Fenway	Park.	Game	
time,	7:05	p.m.;	
reception,	time	to	
be	determined.	
Coordinated	by	the	
Alumnae/i	Office.

New York City 
September 17
	“Wheaton	Connections	
Continued…”	
Connections	in	media-
related	careers,	offices	
of	the	Associated	
Press,	450	W.	33rd	
St.,	6	p.m.

For the latest events 
calendar, please visit the 
alumnae/i Web site at 
www.wheatoncollege.
edu/alum/ and click 
on the calendar grid. 
Also, for the list of 
Wheaton clubs, regional 
contacts and Filene 
Center Liaisons, go to 
www.wheatoncollege.
edu/alum/class/
clubcontacts.html.
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Opening the cover of the Niké 
1969 yearbook is like open-
ing the door to one of the most 
passionate times in U.S. his-
tory, captured and frozen, as if 
in amber. When the Wheaton 
Quarterly contacted me about 
my current campaign for U.S. 
Congress as an Independent 
from New Mexico and how 
my Wheaton education led me 
to politics, I went first to that 
yearbook.

The first photo in the Niké is 
of me, literally through a looking 
glass, my face reflected in a mir-
ror as I stand in the paint shop. 
The quote on the facing page is 
from Marshall McLuhan: “There 
is absolutely no inevitability as 
long as there is a willingness to 
contemplate what is happening.”

Several pages later another 
quote, a cry for peace, from 
Helen by Euripides, written 2,500 
years ago, “Mindless, all of you, 
who in the strength of spears and 
the tearing edge win your valors 
by war, thus stupidly trying to 
halt the grief of the world. For 
if bloody debate shall settle the 
issue, never again shall hate be 
gone out of the cities of men.”

The youthful desire for peace 
permeated the Niké as it did 
our lives then. The war in 
Vietnam and the assassinations 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Bobby Kennedy wove through 
my junior and senior years at 
Wheaton. Even though no longer 
youthful, except young at heart, 
the desire for peace still guides 
my life today.

I value the way we were 
exposed to so many ideas at 
Wheaton and always assured 
by our professors, advisors and 

the administration that we had 
the power to change the world. 
I was influenced by all of my 
professors but especially remem-
ber Ms. Vogt guiding us to an 
understanding of modern poetry 
and its emotional presentation of 
life, love and the world.

Unsure of what to do with my 
liberal arts education, I became 
a community organizer and 
peace activist. The early ’70s 
were chaotic years, both person-
ally and politically. It is probably 

not an accident that the war in 
Vietnam ended the same year I 
met my soul mate and husband, 
Larry Miller, and started a career 
in public health. My educa-
tion continued and I have since 
earned a master’s in public 
health from the University of 
California, Berkeley, and a 
certificate in bioethics from 
Georgetown University. I have 
had an amazing career, espe-
cially in the 33 years we have 
been in New Mexico. I have 

Back to the future
By Carol Horowitz Miller ’69

been an advocate and organizer 
for health services and commu-
nity development in the most 
remote regions of the country.

In September 2007, people 
started asking me to run for 
office. I had run before unsuc-
cessfully and did not think that 
I would try again. In October 
2007, I traveled to Southeast 
Asia for a month, spending 
several weeks with the Vietnam 
Women’s Union as part of an 
international human rights 
delegation and time with a 
Thai public health colleague 
in Bangkok. I returned to 
the United States with more 
people asking me to run. I had 
become convinced that this 
was a critical year for both 
U.S. and global politics and 
agreed to take the challenge to 
bring an independent voice for 
peace and human rights to the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
(www.carolmillercongress.
com).

The burst of hope, optimism 
and longing for peace that I 
have today takes me back to 
complete the circle that began 
when Wheaton College sent me 
out into the world in 1969. Q

Carol Horowitz Miller is the 
founder and executive director of 
the National Center for Frontier 
Communities (www.frontierus.
org), a national organization 
dedicated to improving the lives 

of the people 
living in the 
most isolated 
and sparsely 
populated 
communities 
in the United 
States.



My gift. My way.

Mary Tousey Pierce  ’46
Chairman, family lumber business founded in 1825
Mother of three, grandmother of eight, great-
grandmother of two (Hannah Jeannette Herlihy and 
James Curtis Herlihy)
Frequent flyer, here and abroad 
Life of the party at weekly Florida cocktail hour

“I went to Wheaton during the war years from 1942 to 

1946, and you really had to enjoy where you were. You 

couldn’t travel around. I think that’s why our classes 

remained very close. I have wonderful friends. I still travel 

with my college roommate, Nancy. One of my good 

friends even introduced me to my husband. So I feel very 

indebted to Wheaton. That’s why I recently decided to set 

up a charitable gift annuity. Rather than wait until I’m gone 

to leave money, why not leave it now so the college can 

benefit from it? Wheaton means so much to me, and so 

many wonderful things are happening on campus. It feels 

good to know that I have a little part in it.”

Learn how you can give for the future right now. 
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3556.

Your gift. Your way.



Contribute to the 
quality of lives.

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766  www.wheatoncollege.edu

Rebecca Andrade Robateau ’84 
Senior environmental analyst/health educator for  
the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

Adjunct professor

Annual Fund supporter

Call 800-896-3145 (option2) or visit
www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum/giving

Support the Annual Fund

3

3

3Believes education is a lifelong gift.

“Wheaton laid a foundation for the training that I provide to  
the public, medical professionals and schoolteachers. The 
college fosters a standard of excellence that challenged us, and 
the professors took a personal interest in us as students. I know 
that I can still call Professor of Biology John Kricher for advice.” 

Knows how to overcome challenges.

“The summer before my senior year I was 
diagnosed with a benign brain tumor. Thankfully, 
I graduated with my class. My faith in God 
strengthened me, and I found that perseverance 
pays off. I even won a Watson Fellowship and 
traveled to Belize for a year after graduation. 
If you try hard, even if things aren’t easy, it is 
amazing what you can achieve.”

Wants to give back.

“The Annual Fund is a way for us to 
express our appreciation for the positive 
impact that Wheaton has had on our 
lives and ensures that others ‘may have 
life and have it abundantly.’”


