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A bright sun provided the perfect spotlight 
for this year’s 174th Commencement in 
which the 418 members of the Class of 2009 
were ushered forth with encouraging words 
from Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick.

Delivering the Commencement address, 
the governor painted a bleak picture of the 
world but said the graduates are the hope for 
which the world is waiting.

Families are losing their homes. Millions 
have lost their jobs. Hearts are being broken, 
he told the students—each holding an iris, 
which is the Greek word for rainbow.

“That is the world that all of you are 
about to inhabit—a society in many ways 
in anguish, and an economy in crisis. And I 
invite you to embrace it, because crisis is a 
platform for change. I ask you, from out of 
this crisis, to make a change,” he said. 

“Here at Wheaton you have been inten-
tionally exposed to differences in thought 
and culture, to new ideas and new ways 
of looking at old ones…. You have been 
trained to value honor and integrity in oth-

ers and to maintain your own above all. 
You have been encouraged to imagine bet-
ter tomorrows, and then to work for them, 
to become what I call pragmatic idealists. 
The world needs pragmatic idealists today, 
in spite of the crisis around us, and perhaps 
because of it.” 

During Commencement, Patrick, the 
state’s first African American governor, 
was presented with an honorary Doctor of 
Laws. Honorary degrees also were pre-
sented to Donna Hurd Drohan ’69, Sandra 
Ohrn Moose ’63 and Anne J. Neilson ’49. 

AROUND THE DIMPLE

Ready for the world 
C o m m e n C e m e n t  2 0 0 9 

Class President Claudia Rodezno and Vice President 
Jessica Brunelle carry the senior banner and lead 
classmates to the Commencement ceremony.
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Read Governor Patrick’s entire speech and view 
photos at www.wheatoncollege.edu/CR/cr2009/
commencement/. The New York Times noted it as 
one of the most memorable this season.

More than 500 alumnae/i participated in 
Commencement/Reunion Weekend. Among 
them was Dorothy Dempsey Steele from the 
oldest class represented—1934. 

Taking note of Wheaton’s history, President 
Ronald A. Crutcher announced that 
Commencement was the official kickoff of 
the college’s 175th anniversary, which will 
be celebrated throughout the year, along with 
Eliza Baylies Wheaton’s 200th birthday.

He also pointed out some of the high-
lights of the academic year. Seniors won 
many prestigious national scholarships, 

including Fulbrights, a Watson Fellowship 
and a Truman Scholarship. (See story on 
page 6.) They also found a way to get him 
to jump into Peacock Pond two days before 
Commencement by meeting and exceeding 
a challenge to reach 96 percent participa-
tion in their senior gift to the Wheaton  Fund. 
They reached 97 percent, and as promised 
the president (fully clothed in a suit and bow 
tie, of course), along with students, jumped 
into the pond.

“I am sure that if Eliza were here today, she 
would look at your class, at all that you have 

done and all that you may yet do, with great 
satisfaction,” Crutcher told the students. “And 
I can imagine that she would offer you this 
bit of encouragement and advice: Believe in 
your power to accomplish great things; be a 
leader wherever you find yourself, on Wall 
Street, on Main Street, in public service or in 
private life. There are no small roles, when 
you apply your heart and your head.” Q

President Crutcher with honorary degree recipients Donna Hurd Drohan ’69, Anne J. 
Neilson ’49, Sandra Ohrn Moose ’63 and Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick
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this academic year Wheaton students and alums won 10 prestigious national 
awards, including six Fulbrights, a Watson Fellowship and a truman Scholarship. 

Gabriel Amo ’10, of Pawtucket, R.I., 
was named a Truman Scholar. A 
political science major, he is one 
of 60 college students in the na-
tion to win the prestigious 2009 
Truman Scholarship in public ser-
vice. Each scholarship provides 
up to $30,000 for graduate study. 
Amo plans to use the scholarship 
to further his work in education 
policy.

Julia Bolt ’08 of Cambridge, Mass., 
has been awarded a Fulbright 
Scholarship to Sofia, Bulgaria. 
She plans to analyze the progress 
being made in the area of de-
segregation of the public school 
system in Bulgaria and explore 
how this has affected opportuni-
ties for Roma children to receive 
quality education. She has been 
working for an online boutique 
called Jute and Jackfruit, which 
sells fair trade and eco-friendly 
products. 

Scott Clark ’09, an English and 
Hispanic studies major from 
East Longmeadow, Mass., was 
awarded a Fulbright Scholarship 
to be an English teaching assistant 
at a teacher-training college in 
Argentina.

Caroline Cornwall ’09, of Rahway, 
N.J., has won a Kathryn 
Wasserman Davis 100 Projects for 
Peace award. The award provides 
each winner with $10,000 to pro-
mote world peace through proj-
ects. Cornwall plans to start an 
after-school program in Santiago, 
Chile, where she spent her junior 
year abroad.

José Diaz ’08 of Braintree, Mass., 
has won a Fulbright to Spain. He 
will teach English in hopes of 
gaining a deeper understanding 
of methodological approaches to 
working with students with learn-
ing differences. He also plans to 
explore the impact of globaliza-

Kudos!
From left to right: Matthew Kuch ’11,  Blair Rossetti ’09,  Scott Clark ’09,  Gabriel Amo ’10, Kelly Maby ’09, Caroline Cornwall ’09,  Chelsey Taylor ’09 and Megan O’Sadnick ’09

tion and the Internet on Spanish 
culture, focusing on university 
students.

Matthew Kuch ’11 won a Kathryn 
Wasserman Davis 100 Projects 
for Peace award. The Kampala, 
Uganda, native plans to introduce 
a new type of cooking stove that 
he helped design to make life 
easier and healthier for families 
living in northern Uganda. 

Kelly Maby ’09 of Woodhaven 
(Queens), N.Y., won a $28,000 
Thomas J. Watson Fellowship to 
study the informal waste collec-
tion systems that have developed 
in Egypt, Australia, Guatemala, 
Ecuador and Brazil. Maby, a 
double major in Hispanic stud-
ies and sociology, is the fourth 
Wheaton student to win a Watson 
in the past two years. 

Biochemistry major Blair Rossetti 
’09 of Plymouth, Mass., has been 
awarded a Fulbright Scholarship 

to go to the Netherlands to 
research the self-renewal of stem 
cells and their differentiation 
into progenitor cells at Utrecht 
University, under the guidance of 
Sander van den Heuvel, one of 
the world’s premier scientists in 
the area of cell division research.

Megan O’Sadnick ’09, a physics 
major from Evergreen, Colo., 
will join a research team at the 
Norwegian Polar Institute as a 
Fulbright Scholar. The team has 
been studying glaciers located 
on Spitsbergen, the largest island 
of the Svalbard. 

Anthropology major Chelsey 
Taylor ’09 of Rockford, Ill., will 
teach English in South Korea as 
a Fulbright Scholar and plans 
to explore ancient cultural sites 
throughout the country while 
investigating how Korean arti-
facts are displayed to convey the 
Korean past. Q
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The NASA Astrobiology Institute 
(NAI) has awarded Assistant 
Professor of Physics Jason 
Goodman a five-year grant to 
investigate the flows of ice-
covered oceans on Europa (one 
of Jupiter’s moons) and other 
moons in the outer solar system. 
His work ultimately aims to help 
determine whether life could 
exist elsewhere in the solar 
system, and to guide geologists 
and other scientists investigating 
the surface features of these icy 
worlds.

“The overall thrust of this 
research is to get at some really 
fundamental issues about the 
limits of life. Is life limited to 
Earth? Is there a possibility that 
it could be elsewhere? If so, 
maybe these ice-covered oceans 
are one of the best places to 
look for it,” said Goodman, 
whose research focuses broadly 
on fluid mechanics of atmo-
spheres, oceans and ice.

The NASA award is part of a 
larger five-year grant given to a 
newly selected NAI team at the 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL). 
The grant amount to Wheaton 

Goodman wins nASA grant 
to explore icy moons

for the first year is $30,000. 
Goodman will be working in 
collaboration with Steve Vance, 
a planetary geophysicist at JPL.

Wheaton Associate Professor 
of Geology Geoff Collins, who 
has been researching Enceladus, 
one of Saturn’s moons, is co-
investigator on the project. 
Wheaton students will be hired 
to work with Goodman in per-
forming computer and labora-
tory simulations of the flow of 
heat and currents in the oceans 
of these distant worlds.

The NAI-JPL team consists 
of 47 researchers and educa-
tion specialists representing 21 
institutions. The team includes 
17 universities, two nonprofit 
research organizations, and 
two NASA centers spanning 
11 states and four countries, 
according to Isik Kanik, NAI-
JPL team leader. The team will 
research various aspects of the 
icy worlds of the outer planets—
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and 
Neptune.

“These planets have a number 
of moons that are basically big 
balls of ice. It has become clear 

over the years that many 
of these balls may 
actually have liquid 
water underneath 
their surfaces,” 
said Goodman. 
“That makes 
them re-
ally the only 
places in the 
universe in the 
solar system 
besides the 
Earth that have 
clearly substan-
tial amounts of 
liquid water readily 
available. And since as 
far as we can tell liquid 
water is a prerequisite for life 
on Earth, if you are interested in 
life elsewhere, these would be 
the places to check out.”

Europa is one of the moons 
with the most obvious evidence 
of liquid water under its icy 
crust, he said. “There have 
been a lot of questions about 
the source of the heat that 
seems to be keeping the water 
layer liquid instead of freezing. 
And a lot of planetary geolo-
gists interested in the surface 
have been making descriptions 
about certain features on the 
surface—weird chunks of ice 
and evidence of it moving and 
breaking apart. The belief is 
that some sort of heating from 
the liquid below caused the ice 
to do that. But if you are going 
to make that kind of argu-
ment, you really need to know 
something about how the water 
is moving and transferring heat. 
Up until this point, really no-
body had made a serious effort 
to understand that.”

C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 N
A

SA
/JP

L

Over the years the professor, 
who calls his work planetary 
oceanography, has written about 
the flows of water beneath 
these icy worlds. Now, using 
a combination of laboratory, 
computational and theoretical 
approaches, he will investigate 
circulation within Europa’s sub-
ice ocean.

“The basic problem is that 
nobody has ever seen this 
ocean, nobody has ever taken a 
cup of water out of it. It’s under 
several kilometers of a thick 
layer of ice,” he said. “So it’s 
really tough to get any real data 
about it. So in the absence of 
actually being able to measure 
things, we are working from first 
principles and trying to predict 
what we think it will be like and 
how it is likely to flow.” Q

Europa is about 3,160 kilometers (1,950 
miles) in diameter, or about the size of 
Earth’s moon.
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If a picture is worth a thousand words, the one that newly 
hired Dean of Students Lee Burdette Williams keeps on her 
desk speaks volumes. 

In a gold frame there is a black-and-white photo of her at 
age 20—a backpack casually slung over one shoulder, her 
head slightly tossed back in laughter. She keeps the photo 
front and center to remind herself to try to see the world 
through the eyes of students when working with them. 

“I keep that there because I think one of the keys to success 
in this field is to always remember what it’s like to be 20 years 
old,” said Williams during an interview this summer in her 
office. “I got into a lot of trouble as a student. I incited unrest 
among other students. I made dumb decisions. I chafed 
against authority. So I use a lot of that with my students. I 
know the different ways that people talked to me when I was 
in big trouble and what worked and what didn’t.”

It is just that kind of mindfulness—along with more than 
two decades of innovative work in student affairs—that got 
her hired here as Wheaton’s new vice president of student af-
fairs/dean of students. Williams, formerly the dean of students 

at the University of Connecticut, replaces Sue Alexander, who 
retired after 21 years as dean at Wheaton.

A search committee spent months screening and interviewing 
applicants. “Lee was selected from an exceptionally strong pool 
of candidates for this position,” President Ronald A. Crutcher 
noted in announcing her appointment. “She brings more than 
20 years of experience and leadership in student and academic 
affairs as well as great energy. 

“Her professional and scholarly work on the development 
of learning communities promises to bring us new insights into 
building collaborative partnerships between academic and stu-
dent affairs.”

Williams, who has a bachelor’s degree in sociology, a master’s 
in counseling and a doctorate in college student personnel admin-
istration, said the strength that she has always brought to her jobs 
is her ability to see the big picture and lots of connections. “I’m 
really intrigued by what I see as points of intersection. So I want 
to know more about what you do and figure out where you and 
I can connect,” she said. “That tends to be how my mind works. 
When I was looking at the position, what impressed me is that 
Wheaton articulated a desire for those connections to be made.”

She has spent the summer getting to know Wheaton’s big pic-
ture by connecting with as many people as possible in a variety 
of ways—from formal meetings to an informal picnic. Her goals 
as the new dean include “a lot of listening and observing.”

“I’m really committed to creating conditions for the success of 
my staff,” she said. “With students, it is my goal to be very visible, 
very approachable.”

She also wants to continue to pursue her interest in creating 
partnerships with faculty through learning communities, student 
research, co-curricular programs infused with academic heft, and 
experiential education. 

Prior to joining the University of Connecticut, Williams 
held administrative posts at Appalachian State University, 
Albion College, the University of Maryland at College Park, the 
University of Baltimore and Wellesley College. She also has 
taught courses in student affairs leadership, student development 
theory and women’s studies. 

She said that one of the reasons she was drawn to Wheaton is 
because the college seems both proud of its history and excited 
about its future.

“I’m humbled to be given the opportunity to serve such a 
remarkable institution,” she said. “I am glad I was able to convey 
my genuine excitement about the job to the search committee 
and others involved in this process. Most of all, I’m excited to 
join this community and serve with such an impressive leader-
ship team. I know I will learn a lot.” Q

Wheaton welcomes new dean
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Two Wheaton seniors saw the fruition of a 
cherished idea last spring, when the college 
planted 15 honey crisp apple trees behind 
the Presidents’ House. The saplings form a 
budding grove that its advocates hope will 
become a full-fledged orchard over the next 
few years.

Sierra Flanigan and Chad Mirmelli, both 
’09, are the movers and shakers behind the 
project. The two friends were active members 
of the college’s Sustainability Committee, 
which helps introduce and implement eco-
friendly practices on campus. As seniors, they 
didn’t want to graduate without leaving a 
sustainable legacy.

“The idea came to us over a glass of cider, 
when Chad and I were brainstorming creative 
ways to implement a sustainability demon-
stration project on campus—one that did not 
require a hefty up-front cost,” Flanigan said.

They didn’t have to mull it over for long.  
An apple orchard at Wheaton seemed a 
natural: Norton has the right climate, and the 
college has available land.

“Wheaton even has an apple tree on its 
official seal,” Flanigan said.

The orchard also harmonizes with the 
area’s agricultural past. In Wheaton’s early 

Apple orchard takes root
years, an apple orchard flourished on the 
spot where Knapton Hall now stands. 
And College Archivist Zephorene Stickney 
recently learned that in 1912, the college 
planted an apple orchard out near the site of 
the 1917 observatory.

“It was planted as part of updating the col-
lege farm,” Stickney reported, “which grew 
potatoes, vegetables and hay. The orchard 
was apparently suggested by a representative 
from the Mass. Aggie College [now UMass 
Amherst].”

History repeats itself once again. The plan 
for Wheaton’s new orchard is to expand it 
into the field near the old observatory.

Mirmelli and Flanigan were determined 
to start the orchard before they graduated in 
May, so they formed a steering committee 
and presented their plan to President Ronald 
A. Crutcher.

“The president immediately invested in 
our idea,” said Mirmelli. “He is excited 
about the prospect of Wheaton’s own apple 
strudel and applesauce!”

The President’s Office jump-started the 
project with some seed money and Crutcher 
suggested the open land behind his house as 
the site.

As the orchard matures and begins to bear 
fruit, it could become a source of apples 
for Dining Services. It also has educational 
potential, as it could serve as a living labora-
tory for college classes and local schools, 
including Wheaton’s own Elisabeth Amen 
Nursery School.

Wheaton broke ground for the orchard 
on Earth Day (April 22), and during 
Commencement/Reunion Weekend in May, 
the orchard was dedicated. More than 50 
people gathered in the Presidents’ Garden to 
witness the official naming of the Jeremiah 
Murphy Apple Orchard. Murphy, a professor 
of political science, died unexpectedly in 
December 2008. The beloved professor was 
a strong supporter of student leadership and 
sustainability initiatives on campus, and a 
mentor to many.

The Class of 2009 showed their support 
by giving an apple tree as their class tree. 
Ninety-seven percent of the graduates made 
a donation to their class Wheaton Fund 
gift, a portion of which they donated to the 
orchard project.

“Some classes give a tree,” said Flanigan. 
“We’re giving an orchard.” Q

—Hannah Benoit 
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West meets east

Kyle Glass ’11, who hails from 
Providence, R.I., has immersed 
himself in Chinese culture for 
many years. He has studied 
Mandarin for five years and 
Shaolin Kung Fu and Tai Chi for 
14. And when he injured his 
back, the biology major turned to 
traditional Chinese medicine for 
healing, indulging his long-held 
interest in the methods. 

This summer, for the first time, 
he got the chance of a lifetime 
to make connections between 
his personal and educational 
interests in the country at the 
core of it all—China. Glass and 
11 other science majors, along 
with Professor of Biology Edmund 
Tong, spent three weeks in 
Yunnan Province, China, explor-
ing traditional Chinese medicine 
(TCM) as part of a faculty-led 
study abroad program. 

This was the first time that 
“Introduction to Traditional 
Chinese Medicine” was offered to 
Wheaton students in China, said 
Tong. The course was one of the 
many faculty-led study abroad 
programs arranged through the 
Center for Global Education. 
(Another group of students spent 
the summer in Ireland studying 

art with Professor of Art Andrew 
Howard.) 

Glass said he could see clearly 
how the “Basic Anatomy and 
Physiology” course that he took 
as a prerequisite to the China 
trip connected with what he 
learned there firsthand. “We 
were able to draw connections 
between both the Western and 
traditional Chinese understand-
ings of anatomy and physiology,” 
he said. “It is always important 
to gain insight into other per-
spectives so that you can learn 
by making connections.

“I had learned about the fun-
damentals of TCM while study-
ing martial arts. When I injured 
my back three summers ago, I 
sought treatment from a TCM 
doctor. The injury was so severe 
that I was afraid I would never 
be able to practice martial arts 
ever again. The physical therapy 
was not working and I was feel-
ing desperate for an alternative. 
The TCM doctor treated me with 
acupuncture. I haven’t had back 
problems since.” 

While in China, Glass and 
the other students studied and 
experienced acupuncture, 
herbal remedies, moxibustion 

(the burning of an herb to help 
in healing) and other methods. 
The program was run in conjunc-
tion with the Yunnan Provincial 
Traditional Chinese Medicine 
Hospital, which provided an in-
troduction to the ancient philoso-
phy, theory, history and practices 
in traditional medicine. 

Armineuza Evora ’10, a psy-
chobiology major, said the trip 
was ideal because she hopes 
to work in the pharmaceutical 
industry testing the effectiveness 
of newly developed drugs. “I’m 
always interested in learning how 
medicine works to treat illnesses. 
So learning how totally different 
methods are used to treat the 
same illnesses has added to my 
way of thinking.”

Tong noted that the stud-
ies in China fit in with current 
trends here. “Today, medical 
students in the United States are 
exposed to traditional medi-
cine, especially with its use in 
pain management. So students 
need to know something about 
these methods,” he said.

The professor grew up in 
Hong Kong using TCM. As an 
adult, he saw how acupuncture 
helped his late wife’s recov-

ery after she suffered her first 
stroke. And at Wheaton he has 
taught the First Year Seminar “Is 
Alternative Medicine a Feasible 
Alternative?”, which included 
traditional Chinese medicine.

Now he is about to delve into 
it deeper in his research through 
a collaborative relationship he 
established with a traditional 
Chinese medical doctor who 
is also one of the major profes-
sors of the course. Tong will test 
an herb which is used widely 
for blood pressure control to 
determine whether it will have 
an effect on angiogenesis, the 
growth of blood vessels. Glass, 
who works with Tong in his 
angiogenesis research lab, plans 
to help. Q 

Armineuza Evora ’10 tries out cupping, a 
Chinese medical therapy involving the use 
of suction. 

Kyle Glass ’11 leads classmates in morning Tai Chi 
session in China.
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Linda Eisenmann, a scholar 
of higher education and an 
experienced academic adminis-
trator, has been named Wheaton 
College provost. She officially 
took office in July. 

In announcing the appoint-
ment, President Ronald A. 
Crutcher said: “The Provost 
Search Committee was unani-
mous in its choice of Linda 
Eisenmann from an extremely 
strong field of candidates for 
the provost position. She is a 
distinguished scholar of the his-
tory of education and ... she has 
a significant record of national 
service to the field of higher 
education.” 

Prior to joining the Wheaton 
community, she served as the 
dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences at John Carroll 
University in Cleveland, Ohio. 
She also held appointments 
as professor of education and 
professor of history at the 
institution. She was appointed 
to the post in 2004 and has led 
a number of initiatives aimed at 
strengthening academic quality 
at the university. 

Under Eisenmann’s leader-
ship, the college strengthened 
its academic programs through 
assessment of existing programs 
and establishment of new initia-
tives. She implemented compre-
hensive reviews of the college’s 
academic departments and 
its First Year Seminar program 
to encourage collaboration 
through faculty learning groups. 
She also supported faculty in 
establishing new programs, 
such as a Leadership and Social 
Justice Learning Community. 

A historian interested in the 
social context of education, 
Eisenmann’s scholarship exam-
ines three areas of educational 

eisenmann appointed as provost
history: women’s experiences, 
professionalization and histori-
ography. Within these, she has 
explored the history and impact 
of coeducation; the history of 
teacher training institutions; and 
professionalization in colleges 
and universities, especially the 
history of women faculty.

Eisenmann has published 
widely, including in Teachers 
College Record, Academe, 
History of Education Quarterly, 
Educational Foundations, 
Metropolitan Universities, and 
Thought & Action Journal, 
among other venues. Her recent 
book, Higher Education for 
Women in Postwar America, 
1945–1965 (Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 2006), explores 
the impact of cultural expecta-
tions on women’s collegiate 
experience in the postwar era.   

The Cleveland native is well 
acquainted with liberal arts col-
leges, and with New England. 
She earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in English from Connecticut 
College. After earning a master’s 
degree in American literature 
at Georgetown University, she 
completed a second master’s de-
gree and a doctorate in the his-
tory of education at the Harvard 
University Graduate School of 
Education.

Prior to her tenure at John 
Carroll University, Eisenmann 
was professor of education and 
former director of the doctoral 
program in higher education 
administration at the University 
of Massachusetts Boston, a 
program fostering change 
agency in colleges and universi-
ties and exploring connections 
between higher education and 
the schools. She has previously 
taught at Harvard University, 
Wellesley College and Bowdoin 

College, and has held several 
administrative posts in higher 
education, including assistant 
director of the Bunting Institute 
at Radcliffe College.

Eisenmann is active nation-
ally in several scholarly asso-
ciations. She is past president 
of both the Association for 
the Study of Higher Education 
and the History of Education 
Society. She has also served as 
vice president (in the division 
of History and Historiography) 
of the American Educational 
Research Association. For 

several years, she was associ-
ate editor of the History of 
Education Quarterly, and she 
co-chaired the editorial board of 
the Harvard Educational Review 
as a doctoral student. She has 
sat on the editorial boards of 
the Journal of Higher Education 
and, currently, the Journal of 
Educational Administration and 
History (U.K.). Eisenmann also 
serves on the board of directors 
of St. Joseph Academy, the only 
all-girls high school in the city of 
Cleveland. Q

—Michael Graca
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“She is a distinguished scholar of the 

history of education and ... she has a 

significant record of national service to 

the field of higher education.”
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Assistant Professor of English James 
Mulholland has received two major awards 
that will allow him to pursue his research 
into often overlooked 18th-century poetry. 
(Think Thomas Gray and “Elegy Written 
in a Country Churchyard.”) One award is 
a yearlong residential Junior Post-doctoral 
Fellowship in Poetics at the Fox Center for 
Humanistic Inquiry at Emory University. 
The other, given for pedagogical innova-
tion, is a Fellowship for Higher Education 
of Present and Prospective Teachers from 
the Marion and Jasper Whiting Foundation. 
He’s spending the 2009–2010 academic 
year participating in a seminar about poet-
ics at Emory University and completing his 
book manuscript, based on his research, 
titled “Sounds in Ink: Making Poetic Voice 
in Eighteenth-Century Britain.” He also will 
travel to Edinburgh to continue his research 
on Scottish poetry in the 18th century. Before 
he left campus, the Quarterly had a word 
with him.

Tell us about the research you plan to do.

It’s about a tradition of experimentation in 
18th-century poetry. Eighteenth-century po-
etry, particularly late-18th-century poetry, is 
often seen as the moribund period between 
two very identifiable literary moments. The 
earlier moment deals with poetry as history; 
people write poetry to talk about govern-
ment, historical events. The later moment is 
Romanticism. That’s poetry in the way that 
we traditionally understand it—confessions 
of feelings. Then there is 18th-century poetry 
that is often seen as this weird in-between 
period, when it is not one or the other. So it 
often gets ignored. But I’m suggesting that 
there is an entire tradition of experimenta-
tion when poetry self-consciously starts to 
imagine itself as performance. Think of it as 
the 18th-century version of what we consider 
spoken word now. So it’s a way that poetry 
reenergizes itself, reinvigorates itself by mas-
querading as a kind of oral performance.

Why is this so interesting to you?

In all the ways we talk about literature and 
the way it works, we talk about voices and 
speakers. Who speaks in this poem? What do 
they say? In reality, texts don’t do that. They 
are inert. They are silent. It’s ink on a page. 
But somehow we “hear” those voices. My 
research is trying to figure out how we got to 
this point where we read a text and we think 
we “hear” somebody speaking. 

How is 18th-century poetry relevant now?

The 18th century and the 21st century can 
really speak to each other. Now we keep 
talking about new media, the Web, new 
ways in which we interact with writing, 
with words. And it makes us feel incredibly 
energetic. Sometimes it seems very chaotic. 
We ask ourselves: Where are we? Where are 
we going? Well, the same sorts of questions 
came up in the 18th century. But it wasn’t 
about the Web. It was about print. All the 
writers that I study and that I teach are asking 

mulholland 
explores
rhyme and 
reason

the exact same questions of books that we 
do of the Web, YouTube, the iPod. They see 
so many books, so many writers, there’s so 
much printing going on. It seems to them 
like a flood of information. For some people 
it is incredibly hopeful. For others it seems 
like there is just chaos. They think, “There’s 
no discrimination anymore, anybody is 
allowed to write anything, so how do we 
know what’s good? How do we know what 
we should be reading?” So there is a lot 
of equivalency between these periods, as 
people saw large paradigm shifts in terms of 
the way they work, in terms of the way they 
relate to the world. That’s happening again, 
though on a different scale; just imagine 
what the 18th-century authors would think 
about the 21st century. Talk about informa-
tion overload… 

Has poetry changed?

Yes. It means something different than it 
used to. In the 18th century, poetry arguably 
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Publications, Honors and creative works

Faculty
Keiter Professor of History Alexander 
Bloom’s essay “The End of the Sixties: 
A Review Essay,” was published 
in History: Reviews of New Books 
(Summer 2009). From February 
through May 2009, he presented sev-
eral lectures in Italy: at the American 
University of Rome, the Centro Studi 
Americani and Università degli 
Studi Roma Tre in Rome, the Istituto 
Universitario Orientale in Naples, the 
Università degli Studi di Genova in 
Genoa, and the Istituto Universitario 
di Lingue Moderne in Milan.

Assistant Professor of History Dolita 
Cathcart is co-author of Crossing 
Borders, Making Homes: Stories of 
Resilient Women (PublishAmerica, 
2009).

Prentice Professor of English Michael 
Drout edited the journal Tolkien 
Studies 6 (West Virginia University 
Press, 2009), in which he also pub-
lished “Bibliography (in English) for 
2007,” with Kathryn Paar ’09, Jason 
Rea ’10, Lauren Provost ’10 and Tara 
McGoldrick ’11. 

Associate Professor of Computer 
Science Michael Gousie co-authored 
the article “The Cookie Cutter: A 
Method for Obtaining a Quantitative 
3D Description of Glacial Bedforms” 
in Geomorphology (July 2009).

Professor of Art Andrew Howard’s 
work “New Silver Beach, Winter” was 
featured in the Falmouth Art Guild 
Juried Photography Exhibition in 

June. The same photograph also was 
selected to be the cover image for the 
30th anniversary issue of Cape Cod Life 
magazine, released this past April. 

Meneely Professor of Biology John 
Kricher has written The Balance of 
Nature: Ecology’s Enduring Myth 
(Princeton University Press, June 2009).

Associate Professor of English and 
Director of College Writing Lisa 
Lebduska published the chapter 
“Sustainable Digital Ecologies and 
Considered Limits” in Technological 
Ecologies and Sustainability 
(Computers and Composition Digital 
Press, 2009).

Professors Mark LeBlanc (computer 
science), Michael Kahn (mathemat-
ics) and Michael Drout (English), 
and student co-authors Amos Jones 
’11, Neil Kathok ’10 and Christina 
Nelson ’11 published “Lexomics for 
Anglo-Saxon Literature” in the Old 
English Newsletter. Drout, Kahn, 
LeBlanc and Nelson also presented 
“Fishing for patterns in a sea of texts: 
Lexomics for Anglo-Saxon Literature” 
at the International Society of Anglo-
Saxonists in St. John, Newfoundland, 
Canada, in July. 

Assistant Professor of Women’s Studies 
and Art History Kim Miller published 
the article “Moms with Guns: Women’s 
Political Agency in Anti-Apartheid 
Visual Culture” in African Arts 
(Summer 2009).

Jason Reiss, assistant professor of psy-
chology, was awarded the 2008 James 

McKeen Cattell Award for Outstanding 
Doctoral Dissertation in Psychology, 
which is given each year by the 
psychology section of the New York 
Academy of Sciences.

Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
Gabriela Torres was selected as a fel-
low in the American Anthropological 
Association Leadership Mentoring 
Program for 2009–2010. Her article 
“Imagining Social Justice amidst 
Guatemala’s Post-Conflict Violence” 
was published in Studies in Social 
Justice (2008). 

Professor of Sociology A. Javier 
Treviño published “George C. 
Homans, the Human Group and 
Elementary Social Behaviour” in The 
Encyclopaedia of Informal Education 
(2009). 

Alumnae/i
Remembrance and Song, a collection 
of the poetry and writings by the late 
Nancy Hemenway Barton ’41, has 
been published by the Hemenway 
Foundation. (A free copy can be re-
quested by writing to the foundation at 
145 Bristol Place, Ponte Vedra Beach, 
FL 32082.)

Nancy Brewka Clark ’69 was rec-
ognized in March for her story “The 
Battle of Brattle Street” by Meeting 
House: A Journal of New England 
Literature and Arts, which won an 
honorable mention in the magazine’s 
“Set in Harvard Square” short story 
contest.

In her latest book, Helen’s Asian 
Kitchen: Easy Chinese Stir-Fries (Wiley, 
April 2009), Helen Chen ’68 shares 
more delectable recipes for cooks at 
every level.

Stephanie Cooke ’74 has written In 
Mortal Hands: A Cautionary History 
of the Nuclear Age (Bloomsbury USA, 
2009), described as an especially 
timely chronicle of nuclear power.

Kendall Farr ’81 has published Style 
Evolution: How to Create Ageless 
Personal Style in Your 40s and Beyond 
(Penguin Group, April 2009).

Elizabeth Peterson Ghaffari ’68 has 
written Outstanding in Their Field: 
How Women Corporate Directors 
Succeed (Praeger, 2009), profiling 
women who have succeeded at earn-
ing their place at the corporate table.

The new play “An Affair of Honor,” by 
Lee Kiszonas ’88, premiered at the Exit 
Theatre in San Francisco in April. The 
play tells the story of the late 17th-cen-
tury French opera star Julie d’Aubigny 
(also known as La Maupin).

Gloria Marshall ’47 has published 
Spider Webs and Glue: Making 
Connections (xLibris 2008), a novel-
ized autobiography exploring the 
lighter side of life’s second acts.

Gardner McFall ’74 has published a 
new book of poems, Russian Tortoise 
(Time Being Books, 2009).

Kimberly Salley ’04 exhibited her art-
work in “The Installed Book II” show at 
the Harvard Extension School in May 
and June 2009.

was literature. Before novels, short stories, 
there was poetry, and poetry was enormous-
ly important for average cultural literacy. 
That’s not the way we think about poetry 
now. And that means that each year, each 
decade, someone laments the way in which 
poetry is eroding, disappearing, is no longer 
important. There is truth in that. Those com-
ments reflect very long incremental changes 
that have happened to the way that human 

beings use literature. Poetry just doesn’t 
speak to us in the same way that novels do 
now. Poetry is specialized knowledge, but it 
is still valuable. It has taken on a very differ-
ent kind of function. You go to poetry now 
when you want to be sophisticated, highly 
literate. I always joke in my classes that if 
you tell somebody that you write poetry, 
they immediately draw a conclusion that 
you’re “sensitive,” in touch with your feel-

ings. This isn’t what people thought in the 
18th century. People who wrote poetry then 
weren’t necessarily in touch with their feel-
ings. They were trying to exist in the world, 
to intervene in the culture, to make political 
points, to flatter potential employers. It’s 
important to get a sense of this history—the 
way that poetry speaks in the past and still 
does now—so we can think about how it 
will in the future. Q
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Field REPORT

During her study abroad in Brazil’s poorest 
region this spring, women’s soccer captain 
Rosalyn Levy ’10 gave of herself, as she inter-
acted with young women and researched the 
sexism and gender discrimination that they 
say they face playing soccer in the area. And 
the young women shared with her what little 
they had to offer—their stories, food, shelter. 

Before Levy left, she gave the group 
Wheaton apparel, which they wore as they 
all played soccer together one last time. It 
was a modest but meaningful gesture toward 
young women who claim few material 
possessions—and the kind of experience that 
she had envisioned when she carefully chose 
to come to Wheaton College, so many miles 
from her California home.

Levy is one of many Wheaton student-
athletes who hail from the West Coast, each 
having abandoned the comforts—and the 
pleasant weather—of faraway homes in 
pursuit of athletic success, academic growth 
and a different way of life. While discovering 
challenges that abound beyond the athletic 
realm, they have endured by constructing 
support networks and learning to adapt in 
new territory.

Coast to coast  Student-athleteS go the diStance   to get to Wheaton

An interest in Wheaton’s junior year abroad 
program played a role in Levy’s decision 
to leave Torrance, Calif., a city of nearly 
150,000 just outside Los Angeles. “I wanted 
to have a good balance between school 
and soccer, where neither one completely 
consumed my life,” said the history major. 
The all-region player has successfully struck 
that balance, with an ESPN The Magazine 
Academic All-District citation affirming her 
exemplary work as an all-around student-
athlete.

Women’s soccer coach Luis Reis well un-
derstands that coast-to-coast switch. He made 
the opposite journey when he was a student, 
leaving his hometown of Taunton, Mass., to 
play collegiately in California. He keeps that 
in mind as he tackles the ongoing challenge 
of convincing West Coast students to head 
east when there are so many local schools 
there from which to select. “For those who 
choose to leave the West Coast and come to 
Wheaton, I believe it’s due to the proximity of 
our campus to Boston, our academic reputa-
tion, and the opportunity to play soccer at a 
high level,” said Reis, whose charges have 
made nine straight NCAA Tournaments.

Conversely, field hockey captain Alexandra 
Block ’10 cited the lack of collegiate 
programs in her region and the abundance 
on the East Coast as driving her toward 
Wheaton. It took the native of Saratoga, 
Calif., time to find on-field success, earning 
all-region and all-conference laurels as a 
junior. But success in adapting to life far from 
home came faster because of the surrogate 
family her team has provided since her first 
preseason, she said. 

“I have grown as an athlete and a student 
and made my best friends for life here,” said 
Block, who is a double major in women’s 
studies and Hispanic studies.

Swimmer Christian Woods ’12, who 
grew up 30 miles east of Los Angeles in 
Claremont, Calif., went beyond the team in 
developing his support system. “With the 
new surroundings, the friends I made here 
really helped me feel at home and become 
accustomed to Wheaton. My advisor and 
teachers have also helped by talking when-
ever I need or just sitting down for coffee or 
food to discuss life.”

Family played a role in sophomore Rory 
McGonigle’s college decision, as the men’s 

14 Wheaton Quarterly
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Baseball
Wheaton completed its fifth straight 
30-win season, going 30–12 overall 
and 9–3 in the NEWMAC. The Lyons 
secured at least a share of their 10th 
regular season title in the league’s 
11-year history. By winning 17 of its 
first 18 games, the Blue and White 
recorded its best start in school his-
tory. Sean Munley ’11, who drew 
D3baseball.com All-America honor-
able mention accolades, was one of 
three Lyons to earn all-region laurels, 
joining Nicholas Pecora ’09 and Joshua 
Simmons ’09. Pecora and Simmons 
played in the NEIBA All-Star game and 
joined Munley, Jeffrey Lieneck ’10 and 
Paul Malaguti ’10 as all-league hon-
orees. Daniel Haugh ’12 was named 
NEWMAC Rookie of the Year.

men’s lacrosse
The Lyons matched a program mark 
with seven consecutive wins en route 
to an 8–8 record. They went 6–1 in 
the Pilgrim League and reached their 
second straight conference title game 
for the first time in school history. 
Under first-year head coach Brian 
Endicott, the Blue and White also 
advanced to the semifinal round of the 
ECAC Tournament. Jeffrey Gomer ’09, 
Benjamin Cederberg ’11 and Cody 
Powers ’11 were tabbed to all-league 
teams. Gomer leaves Wheaton ranked 
first in career ground balls and second 
in face-off wins.

Women’s lacrosse
Wheaton won four of its initial five 
games for first-year head coach Emily 
Kiablick before finishing the year 6–10. 
The Lyons went 2–4 in the NEWMAC 
before suffering an opening-round 
loss in the conference tournament. 
Caitlin Grant ’09, who was named to 
the ESPN The Magazine Academic 
All-District I first team, joined classmate 
Bridget Thornton ’09 as a NEWMAC 
All-Conference honoree. Thornton fin-
ished fifth in program history in career 
assists, while Grant ended up ninth in 
goals and 10th in points.

Softball
The Lyons were under new leadership 
for the first time since 1990, as alumna 
Rachael Powers ’03 took over the reins. 
Wheaton began the year by winning 
eight of 12 games in Florida before 
returning north to face a grueling New 
England slate. The Blue and White com-
pleted the season with a 15–23 overall 
record and a 6–10 league mark. Stacey 
Kelleher ’09, who ended her career 
among Wheaton’s top 10 in six catego-
ries, earned spots on NFCA All-New 
England and NEWMAC All-Conference 
teams for the third straight season.

men’s tennis
Capturing wins in 11 of its last 15 match-
es, Wheaton went 11–7 overall and 3–2 
in the NEWMAC. The Lyons advanced 
to the conference tournament semifi-
nals for the seventh straight year. Harry 
Altman ’11 picked up all-league honors 
in singles and doubles, Cullen Garrity 
’11 and Neall Oliver ’12 earned singles 
accolades, while Nii Manfoi Davies ’09, 
Kyle Hudgins ’10 and Brian Krantz ’11 
garnered all-conference doubles laurels.

men’s and women’s 
outdoor track & field
The Lyons sent their largest combined 
contingent to an NCAA Championship 
in seven years. Eight women earned All-
America honors during the competition 
in which Wheaton placed 23rd. Chizoba 
Ezeigwe ’09 and Renee Thompson ’10 
each corralled two national accolades, 
while Natana Jules ’09, Erin Neville 
’11, Laurenmaria Smith ’11, Lauren 
Cardarelli ’12, Didine Jusme ’12 and 
Mickey Jusme ’12 all had one. The 
women took third and the men fifth at 
the NEWMAC Championship, combin-
ing on 14 all-league finishes. Twice an 
all-conference finisher, Mickey Jusme 
was named NEWMAC Field Athlete of 
the Year. Smith and Thompson added 
two all-league awards each, as did Mark 
Williamson ’11 and Cailean Robinson 
’12, while Michael Wright ’09 had a 
hand in four school records. Q

—Scott Dietz

scoreboard

Coast to coast  Student-athleteS go the diStance   to get to Wheaton

soccer player followed his mother and aunt 
to Wheaton. The Los Angeles native also 
recognized the unique opportunity afforded 
him to experience new surroundings at this 
juncture in his life.

“College is one of the few times in some-
one’s life where they have the opportunity 
to experience a new setting and culture,” he 
noted.

Rachel Scavera ’12 has reveled in the 
coast-to-coast change. The cross country 
and track & field runner hails from North 
Bend, Ore., a coastal city located between 
Portland and the California border. “Maybe 
it’s just because college has a different 
mindset than the ‘real world,’ but people 
here just seem to genuinely want to fulfill 
their potential,” said Scavera, who enjoys 
sharing her peers’ ambition and search for 
direction in life. 

Block said she has found exactly what she 
sought: “I was looking for a new experience 
and a challenge by coming all the way out 
here and I feel that it has really paid off. I 
love it here—although there are way too 
many Dunkin’ Donuts.” Q

—Josh Kessler
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Sarah Ball: “What does the human face look like when its features are unrestricted in 
the shapes they can make? My aim in this project has been to rearrange the perceived 
notion of what the human face should look like; to instead show it in all of its weird, 
embarrassing, audacious, honest, beautiful, freakish, whimsical, cross-eyed, painful, 
complex, emotional glory.” 

Mell Scalzi: “Put me in a room with 
a piece of paper and a pen and I will 
draw my heart out. I don’t draw people, 
I don’t draw what is around me; I draw 
what is in my head. I am a doodler. The 
art I create comes from a place in my 
mind that is very subliminal…. I have 
always felt more comfortable with this 
style of art, but it wasn’t until I took 
advanced drawing at Wheaton that I 
felt confident enough to bring it into a 
formal art class.”

Evan Morse: “What began for me as a sculptural exploration of the natural beauty of the human form turned into a study of the roles in which both 
genders are traditionally placed in art…. It is commonly agreed that the nude is beautiful for its aesthetic value, yet I believe that the recurrent roles 
in which each gender is placed demonstrate the exploitation of sexual beauty over aesthetics. Much literature has already dissected the role of the 
female in art as the submissive sexual object. Similarly, my work comments on and, in some cases, satirizes this kind of gender typecasting.”

Framed shows off artists
Each spring, senior studio art majors present an exhibition that is a 

culmination of their educational experience at Wheaton. This year’s 

show, Framed, under advisor Professor of Art Tim Cunard, showcased a 

variety of creations by the talented artists. Here is a sampling of the art 

presented and portions of the artists’ statements:
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wHeaton In THE nEws

Ashley Pillsbury: “Since I was a child I have been fascinated with Africa…. My 
determination to travel to Africa only intensified after my brother, Wyatt, served as 
a Peace Corps volunteer in Tanzania eight years ago. I wanted to better understand 
his experience and was able to do so during my three-and-a-half-month stay in 
Ghana during the spring of 2008….I found myself constantly wondering about the 
similarities between my experiences and Wyatt’s service in Tanzania. I felt like Wyatt 
and I were walking side by side. I felt him in the intense sunlight that he said gave 
him energy when he worked in his garden. I heard him in the sweeping chatter of 
early mornings and the drumming and singing that marked community celebrations. 
I felt him holding my hand through the grief of recent loss, cheering me on as I 
played soccer with the villagers and encouraging me in learning the local language. 
The experience of being close with Wyatt in a place that we both love inspired this 
collection of prints.”

Elyse Fortes: “The idea 
of beauty, one that exists 
in every culture, may not 
always have the same 
definition. The parallels and 
differences I experienced 
between Ghanaian culture 
[during study abroad] and 
my own inspired me to 
create a body of work that 
combines elements unique 
to each society while 
exploring themes that are 
common to both.”

Photos of artwork 
by Nicki Pardo

Columnist likes  
pond plunge
A columnist for The Sun Chronicle (Attleboro, Mass.) recently 
made note of President Ronald A. Crutcher’s promise to the 
senior class that he would jump into Peacock Pond if they 
got 96 percent participation in senior gift contributions to the 
Wheaton Fund: 

“I like Wheaton College president Ronald Crutcher be-
cause he’s an interesting guy and a world-class musician, but 
mostly because he wears bow ties and jumps in cold water,” 
the columnist wrote. “Dr. Crutcher jumped in Peacock 
Pond at Wheaton Thursday to keep a promise….They got 97 
percent [98 percent by Commencement] and in he went. 
Wearing a suit and his signature bow tie.”  

Student-athlete  
shines in Globe 
The Boston Globe recently profiled Merzudin Ibric ’10, who 
is one of 23 college athletes featured in a permanent exhibit 
at the NCAA Hall of Champions. His story is found within 
the “In My Own Words” segment of the outdoor track & 
field exhibit. Just prior to the 1995 genocide that took place 
in Srebrenica, Bosnia, where approximately 8,000 boys and 
men were killed, Ibric and his family left that city before 
arriving in the United States in 1998. He has accomplished 
a great deal since then, including earning a place on the 
Dean’s List and winning All-America honors in track.

HeartSafe effort  
earns spotlight
Wheaton’s commitment to community service and health 
education was highlighted in a Sun Chronicle article. The 
town of Norton has been designated a HeartSafe commu-
nity. The designation caps a campaign that Wheaton helped 
launch, and then implement, last fall. 

Wheaton students, under the direction of Craig Andrade, 
associate dean of health and wellness and director of student 
health services, helped to train half the students in Norton 
High School in CPR. The training was part of a statewide 
effort to help cities and towns, colleges and universities im-
prove the possibility that anyone suffering a sudden cardiac 
arrest will have the best chance for survival.

New York Times notes  
Commencement speech
The national media single out a dozen or so notable 
Commencement addresses each year. The New York Times 
published its roundup this summer and featured Wheaton’s 
Commencement speech by Massachusetts Governor Deval 
Patrick as one of the season’s most memorable addresses. 
(A transcript of the entire speech and a downloadable mp3 
audio file are available at www.wheatoncollege.edu.) Q
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Take my photo. Dance with me. Fill my plate with 

pasta. Commission me for active military duty. 

Somebody stop that runaway baby! Break out the 

umbrellas—it’s so sunny. Wow, what a Reunion!
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Some experiences are just unforgettable. 
For Jane Lancellotti ’76 it was her intern-
ship in London working as a research assis-
tant to the editors of The Letters of Virginia 
Woolf. That happened 32 years ago, but 
the writer and editor is still talking about it 
because it was a pivotal moment in her life.

“It was the first time that I got a real feel 
for the life of a writer. It was tremendously 
moving—and I don’t only mean emotion-
ally, I mean mentally—to hold the papers, 
diaries and letters. This is where I discov-
ered what it meant to live a writer’s life,” 
she told students in Professor of English 
Claire Buck’s “Modern Fiction” class dur-
ing a campus visit this spring. The class 
was studying Woolf’s novel Mrs. Dalloway.

Lancellotti ended up with the internship 
after finding a letter in Wheaton’s career 
planning office from editor Nigel Nicolson. 
He was seeking a graduating student to 
help with the compilation of volume four 
of Woolf’s letters. Describing herself as 
someone who can recall where she was 
the first time she read Woolf’s A Room 
of One’s Own—Everett Hall, fourth floor, 
bathtub—Lancellotti said she jumped at the 
opportunity. 

Since that internship she has built a ca-
reer in writing that has taken her from her 
first job coming up with lipstick names at 
Estée Lauder cosmetics to writing sketches 
for The Tracy Ullman Show and trailers for 
feature films like Gorillas in the Mist and 

Running on Empty. She also appeared in 
the 1994 film Babyfever, for which she 
wrote her own part.

For many years, Lancellotti, an English 
literature major, was a vice president and 
creative director at Saatchi & Saatchi, New 
York, a global award-winning advertising 
agency. During her advertising career, she 
worked on campaigns for more than 200 
products and services. Her most notable 
and award-winning work has been seen 
on MTV for Rock the Vote, which she 
helped create, as well as the Northwest 
Airlines Asia series campaign, and Burger 
King’s “BKTV—I Love This Place!” cam-
paign.

Recently, Lancellotti, who is married to 
Clyde Phillips, the executive producer of 
the Emmy-nominated Showtime drama, 
Dexter, joined the staff of Narrative 
Magazine (www.narrativemagazine.com). 
The online literary journal publishes the 
same writers as The New Yorker, free. She 
serves on the magazine’s advisory board, 
supports development, judges literary  
contests, and is an editor as well as  
contributor.

Buck said she was very excited to have 
Lancellotti speak to students in her classes. 
“Jane gave the students a wonderful 
insight into the writer’s life, using her own 
experiences as a writer to help the students 
understand Woolf,” she said. “She shared 
her rare collection of photographs of 
Woolf and handed around a postcard from 
Virginia Woolf, letting each student hold 
it. There is nothing like handling artifacts 
such as this. We all came away with a 
richer understanding of Woolf’s place in a 
living culture of people and places.”

English major Leigh Lanocha ’09, who 
spent her junior abroad in England and 
loves British literature, said Lancellotti’s 
visit was particularly inspiring to her as a 
graduating senior. “To learn about a fellow 
Wheaton graduate’s unique experiences 
and significant contributions to the literary 
world makes me hopeful about my own 
future academic and occupational  
endeavors.” Q

Words to live by
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Kenneth Babby ’02
Young alumnae/i trustee  

Babby is vice president of advertising 
at Washington Post Media, responsible 
for print and digital revenues. He 
previously was the Post’s director 
of national advertising, oversee-
ing the company’s domestic sales 
team. He received his M.B.A. from 
the Carey School of Business at the 
Johns Hopkins University. Babby is 
serving a second term as a member of 
Wheaton’s President’s Commission. 

Benjamin Berkowitz ’00 
Director-at-large

Berkowitz is a senior financial analyst at 
Children’s Hospital Boston and a faculty 
member at Emmanuel College. Previously, 
he worked as a research associate and 
instructor at the University of Connecticut’s 
School of Business. He received his M.B.A. 
from Union College. He is class Web master 
and serves as co-vice president. He has 
been a member of the Alumnae/i and Parent 
Admission Committee (APAC) for the past 
nine years and currently is APAC chair in his 
region. He also is the Reunion program chair 
for his 10th Reunion in 2010. Berkowitz 
attended the inaugural young leaders event 
in Boston in 2008, the ALC/Homecoming 
in 2002, 2005, 2007 and 2008, as well as 
Reunion in 2002, 2003, 2005 and 2008. 

Alum board 
candidates

After extensive research, the nomi-
nating committee has selected 
the candidates for the Alumnae/i 
Association Board of Directors. 
Elections will be held at the annual 
Alumnae/i Leadership Conference 
on October 3.

In accordance with the bylaws 
of the Alumnae/i Association, ad-
ditional nominations may be made 
for positions other than alumna/
alumnus trustee. Nominations 
must be submitted in writing at 
least two weeks before the confer-
ence. Nominations should include 
relevant information about the 
candidate, written consent from 
the nominee, along with at least 
30 signatures from alumnae/i 
representing no fewer than three 
classes. All appointments are for 
three years, except for the position 
of alumna/us trustee, which carries 
a five-year term.

Rachael Class-Giguere ’91 
National class officer chair

Class-Giguere is the director of 
undergraduate housing at Dartmouth 
College. Previously, she worked at 
Bennington College in the student life 
department. She has a master’s de-
gree in education from the University 
of Vermont. Currently, she is class 
co-president. She has served as class 
vice president, class notes secretary 
and Reunion program co-chair for 
her 15th Reunion. She has attended 
every one of her class reunions. She 
also has attended ALC/Homecoming 
for many years, including in 2008. 
She has participated in phonathons 
and is a member of the Class Fund 
Committee.

Susan Little Doyle ’77  
Director-at-large

Doyle is a social worker and psychotherapist. 
She has a master’s degree in social work from 
Boston College. Until recently, she worked for 
the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children. She has been class 
president for the past seven years and is a 
member of the Alumnae/i Board Strategic 
Planning Steering Committee, helping the 
board to further its work on the Strategic 
Plan and Vision 2014. Doyle attended 
her 30th Reunion in 2007 and served as 
National Reunion Chair. She has attended 
Commencement/Reunion as well as senior/
alumnae/i dinners for the past eight years. 
Her past volunteer activities include serving as 
class vice president, Reunion program chair 
for her 25th Reunion and phonathon caller. 

Zoë Hack ’05  
Association president

Hack is the assistant director of the 
Harvard College Fund at Harvard 
University, where she has worked for the 
past four years. As part of her service 
as an ambassador and volunteer for 
Wheaton, Hack has served as Reunion 
gift chair, class Fund agent and a 
member of APAC. During her service 
as Reunion gift chair she helped break 
the record for the most dollars raised 
at a Wheaton two-year Reunion. She 
attended the inaugural young leaders 
event in Boston in March 2008, as 
well as the first New York City young 
alumnae/i leadership reception last 
October. Hack also helped to recruit 
young alumnae/i to be part of a strategic 
planning focus group in Boston and has 
participated in the Greater Boston Area 
Wheaton Club Networking Series. Since 
graduating, Hack has been a delegate 
at ACL/Homecoming, and recently 
served as a panelist at the inaugural 85 
Broads Student Alumnae/i Conference 
at Wheaton.

Becky Hemperly ’88
Vice president of strategic planning and 
governance

Hemperly is the director of contracts and 
royalties for Candlewick Press. She has 
a master’s degree in writing, literature 
and publishing from Emerson College. 
Her volunteerism for Wheaton spans 20 
years, and currently she is director-at-large 
for the Alumnae/i Association’s Strategic 
Planning Committee. She served as the 
LGBTA chair 2004—2007 and has been a 
member of the LGBTA Steering Committee 
since the group’s inception. She has been 
a member of APAC and the Massachusetts 
Regional Focus Group, and recently was a 
panelist for the We Are Wheaton event. For 
the past nine years, she has participated 
in ALC/Homecoming and has attended 
Commencement/Reunion for six years, 
including her 20th Reunion in May 2008.  
She is also a Filene Center volunteer.

Cynthia Hogan ’87 
National regional chair

Hogan is the wine director at a San 
Francisco market and serves on the 
board of the Noe Valley Farmers 
Market. Previously, she was the West 
Coast leadership gifts officer for 
Boston College. She served on the 
Alumnae/i Board as national Reunion 
chair from 1995 to 1998, has been 
an active volunteer for Wheaton in 
the Bay Area for many years, and is 
class president. She has been the 
West Coast club coordinator and club 
committee liaison, arranging and 
hosting many Wheaton West Coast 
events. She also is a phonathon caller 
who attended her 20th Reunion in 
2007 and ALC/Homecoming in 2006 
and 2007.
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Archival revival
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Who are these young women 

and why are they holding all 

of these stuffed animals? If you 

know, please tell us by going to 

Wheaton’s Marion B. Gebbie 

Archives and Special Collections 

Web site (www.wheatoncollege.

edu/archives). The site recently 

has been revamped, making it 

easier for students, educators, 

alumnae/i, outside researchers 

and others to explore the col-

lege’s collections. 

One of the new features is the 

“unidentified photograph chal-

lenge” in which viewers are asked 

to identify the year, event or peo-

ple in rarely seen archival photos 

like this one (below). Other new 

features allow viewers to ask a 

Wheaton archivist a question; 

find out about whether their own 

history is included in the archives; 

search manuscripts; see a list of 

Commencement speakers dating 

back to 1851 and read some of 

their addresses; look at online 

exhibits like the one featuring the 

work of renowned photographer 

Walker Evans, who captured 

the campus in images when he 

visited in the early 1940s; or just 

be amused by historical trivia 

(check out the Wheaton Female 

Seminary rules from 1875).

Established in 1980 with 

a donation from the Gebbie 

Foundation, the college’s 

Archives and Special Collections 

houses rare books, manuscripts, 

documents and items related to 

Wheaton’s rich history. Associate 

Archivist Deanna Hauck has 

been working on the Web site 

revamp since last summer, along 

Check out the Web site and the “unidentified photo challenge” at www.wheatoncollege.edu/archives/.  
E-mail the archives staff at archives@wheatoncollege.edu.

with the Web Strategy Team and 

students Joseph Donahue ’10, 

Christopher Shane ’11 and 

Chilungamo Kadzanja ’10.

“The archives and collec-

tions are such a rich source of 

information,” said Hauck. “We 

wanted to make it easier to share 

that information by making the 

Web site more interactive and 

user friendly. We also wanted to 

provide a way for alums and oth-

ers to help us learn about some 

of the many unidentified images 

that we have.” Q
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 Florence Walker Morrison ’59
 Retired teacher

 Wife of husband who can make her laugh even before  
morning coffee; mother of three daughters

 Volunteer reader for the Born to Read program

“This May was my 50th class Reunion. Preparing for the event sparked 

a great deal of reflection. I attended Wheaton on a scholarship, and 

each year I saw my financial aid increase. I have been ever grateful for 

Wheaton’s confidence in me. I recall a walk I took my senior year with 

then President Howard Meneely from the library toward our respec-

tive destinations—the administration building and faculty dining room. 

While I spoke of my appreciation for Wheaton’s support, he responded 

with the hope that I would remember Wheaton. And I did. I have set 

up a charitable gift annuity to fund scholarships. It allows me to benefit 

financially while also supporting students. My family applauds the 

idea. We all recognize the constant challenge of providing equitable 

educational opportunities and the importance of giving back.”



Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 www.wheatoncollege.edu

Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit 
www.wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Support Wheaton

Be a catalyst 
for a great 
future.
Nancy Blease Considine ’94 
New England Biolabs, Inc., chemist

Adult league soccer player, youth soccer coach, 
town recreation committee member

Wheaton Fund supporter

Values intellectual inspiration:
“I synthesize biological compounds used by research-
ers studying genetically linked diseases. At Wheaton 
the love for chemistry by the professors was infectious, 
which motivated me to choose chemistry as my major 
and career path.” 

Focuses on what’s important: 
“The first week I arrived at Wheaton we were all bused 
to local areas for community service. The lesson I 
learned stayed with me: No matter how busy I am with 
work, family or social life, I try to give back to society.” 

Knows the formula for success: 
“Each generation needs to help the next. By giving to 
the Wheaton Fund I am supporting our future genera-
tions in the way that a donor helped me. The Wheaton 
connection doesn’t end at Commencement.”

3

3

3
K

at
ie

 H
al

l 
’0

6


	Fall09Q.cover.pdf
	Fall09Q.Dimple
	Fall09Q.pp32-34
	Fall09Q.EndPage
	Fall09Q.PlannedGiving & AnnualFundAds

