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What’s 
on your 
mind?
The Quarterly welcomes 
letters to the editor on 
topics you’ve read in 
these pages or on other 
topics concerning the 
Wheaton community. 
Please address your 
letters to: 

Sandy Coleman, editor  
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College  
26 E. Main St.  
Norton, Ma 02766

You can also e-mail us:  
quarterly@
wheatoncollege.edu 
(Subject line: Feedback)

Article highlights the 
importance of giving
Jay Goodman’s article in the 
summer issue of the Wheaton 
Quarterly, telling of the pres-
tigious scholarships won by 
many of the Wheaton students, 
portrays a college of which we 
should all be proud. 

He alludes to the fact that 
our ranking in U.S. News & 
World Report does not reflect 
the enormous success that our 
school has otherwise enjoyed. 
One of the factors taken into 
consideration when U.S. News 
rates colleges is the percent-
age of alumnae/i giving, which 
theoretically reflects one’s 
satisfaction with the education 

LETTERs

one received. 
While, certainly, the amount 

given is extraordinarily impor-
tant to the school, the percent-
age of participation, regardless 
of the amount given, is taken 
into account by the magazine 
when they designate ranking. 
Unfortunately, too many of our 
alumnae/i fail to give, perhaps 
because they believe that a 
small donation means little. 
But that is not true, not as far 
as the college is concerned, 
and not in the assessment 
made by U.S. News.

If the alums care, they should 
give whatever they can and all 
will benefit.

Marilou Goldsmith Dorf ’56 

BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

BETWEEN  THE LinEs

The new normal
“How’s work going?”

Friends and family always seem to ask 
me that when I touch base with them, even 
though I have been working at Wheaton for 
three years now. I guess, given this econo-
my, one never knows whether work is still 
“going” at all. Whenever they ask I never 
talk about the work, but instead I automati-
cally talk about the people at work. I always 
say, “The people at Wheaton are so great!” 

Well, sadly, some of those great people are 
no longer here, due to the economy. In June, 
Wheaton officials made the difficult decision 
to eliminate 29 staff positions (12 of which 
were vacant). Karen Mateer, our Wheaton 
Quarterly class notes editor, was one of those 
people whose position was eliminated. 

Months after she has gone, we are still 
staring into her empty office and talking 
about how much we miss her on a deeply 
personal level, and how much she did for 
the college, the magazine, and the alumnae/i 
with whom she had close relationships. (You 
could tell Karen any name and she would 
know the class year and some interesting 
detail about that person.) I’m sure that we 
won’t stop lamenting her absence. 

But at the same time we are figuring out 

how to move forward, as difficult as that will 
be. We want to maintain the high standards 
we (including the more than 75 class notes 
secretaries who voluntarily write the col-
umns) have worked together to achieve. As 
a team, we are continuing our conversations 
about how to do that. 

In the future, you may notice changes in 

the class notes section as we adjust. Some 
of the changes you may like, some you may 
not. We may do some things differently 
or not at all. But please know that we are 
committed to helping you stay connected to 
the college and to each other. We welcome 
your suggestions and appreciate your pa-
tience during this transition toward what I’ve 
been calling “the new normal.” 

Change is never easy, but, as they say, it is 
the only constant in life. 

So, “How is work?” 
It’s going. Q

Calling all experts
Do you know how to negotiate a pay 
raise? Do you know how to stage a 
home so that it will sell in a tough 
real estate market? Do you know 
how to get over stage fright? Tell us. 
The Wheaton Quarterly plans to run 
an article featuring alums offering 
tips in their field of expertise. So tell 
us what you know. E-mail us at quar-
terly@wheatoncollege.com (Subject 
line: Experts) or write us at Wheaton 
Quarterly, Wheaton College, 26 E. 
Main St., Norton, MA 02776.
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CONVERGENCE
BY RONALD A. CRuTChER, PRESIDENT

Going beyond

The most remarkable things happen at Wheaton: 
students find themselves and their futures. 

in his double majors, international relations 
and Hispanic studies. Through the Filene 
Center for Academic Advising and Career 
Services, he learned about a unique M.B.A. 

program based in London that includes 
both a nine-month internship in an 
international corporation and one year 
of study in Thailand. 

Aurelie Marcotte studied with pro-
fessors who encouraged her interest in 
chemistry by involving her in collab-
orative research and helped her select 
the right graduate program. She credits 
Wheaton’s professors and her 
study abroad experience in South 

Africa with helping her to develop 
the independence to move across the 
country to pursue a Ph.D. in chemistry. 

These young women and men, and 
their classmates and 
friends, contribute 
the most essential 
ingredient to creat-
ing a vital learning 
community: themselves. 
Our responsibility is to 
match students’ energy 
and intellectual curios-
ity with robust programs 
and abundant opportu-

nities. Wheaton does that exceptionally 
well, thanks in no small part to the contri-
butions of many. 

The college’s strength begins with dedicat-
ed faculty members who recog-
nize each student as an individu-
al; they encourage and challenge 
students to stimulate their 
personal and intellectual growth. 
Wheaton also makes the most of 
the traditional liberal arts with 
our distinctive “Connections” 
curriculum, which offers a fully 
rounded view of the world and 
helps students to master critical 

thinking, creative problem solving and per-
suasive communication. 

Along with an outstanding teaching fac-

ulty, the college offers myriad opportunities 
for learning that transcend the classroom. 
Internships, research positions, study 
abroad programs and volunteer service 
possibilities abound. And these experienc-
es, when connected to students’ academic 

interests, lead to the 
discovery of new ho-
rizons as well as rich 
and deep learning. 

None of this would 
be possible with-
out the substantial 
contributions made 
by the college’s 
extended commu-
nity: alumnae/i and 

friends, students and families, and faculty 
and staff. Philanthropy plays an essential 
role in sustaining Wheaton’s strength and 
enhancing the educational experiences of 
our students. 

This year, the college launches the 
public phase of Go Beyond: Campaign 
for Wheaton to engage our community in 
helping our students to discover their inter-
ests, unlock their full potential and exceed 
their own expectations of what is possible. 

We kick off this effort with more than 
$78 million in gifts and commitments made 
over the past five years. Those contributions 
are already at work, making an enormous 
difference for our students through scholar-
ship support and funding for essential 
programs, not to mention the construction 
of the new Mars Center for Science and 
Technology. Through this campaign, our 
community will take a bold step forward in 
ensuring that Wheaton students receive the 
type of transformative education that helps 
them go beyond. Q

Robert Manguso, who graduated 
this spring, stands as a case in point. A 
resident of Milford, Mass., he began his 
college career planning to major in busi-
ness. But he found 
the subject less than 
stimulating, the school 
somewhat disappoint-
ing. He transferred 
to Wheaton, and 
after taking a class in 
biology, he decided to 
major in the field. 

As a biology major, 
Robert ranged well 
beyond the classroom. He served as a 
research assistant to Professor of Biology 
Robert Morris, attended scholarly confer-
ences in New England and California, and 
worked as a course assistant at the 
Marine Biological Laboratory in 
Woods Hole during the summer. 

Today, as a Fulbright Scholar, he 
is on his way to the University of 
Copenhagen, where he will explore 
his dream of working as a research-
er in the lab of a renowned scientist 
whose work is similar to the studies 
he conducted with Professor Morris. 

Robert’s college experience 
positioned him to take a step that, four 
years ago, was not on his radar screen. 
His classmates have embarked on equally 
inspiring journeys. 

Roxanna Azari com-
bined her love of language 
and her experiences as an 
Iranian-American woman 
with scholarship about 
women and culture that 
helped her win a Watson 
Fellowship. She will spend 
the next year traveling the 
world, collecting women’s 
perspectives on the meaning 
of the veils worn in the Islamic world.  

Padric Gleason’s interest in international 
business and global affairs found expression 

roxanna Azari

Aurelie marcotte

Padric Gleason

robert manguso

mailto://quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Go forth and be a force, Curry 
encourages graduates
On a gloriously sunny day, 405 students from the Class 
of 2010 completed their journey through Wheaton and 
headed out into the world, as family, friends and the 
college community wished them well.

NBC “Today” show anchor Ann Curry 
had plenty of words of encouragement 
to offer them during her Commencement 
address. She stressed that the tough 
economy is no reason to back away 
from dreams and that now is the time for 
graduates to realize their power as a force 
for good in the world.

“I know many of you are fearful about 
graduating in this very tough economy. 
You may be worrying about finding jobs 
in your chosen fields....You are here for 
a reason. Listen to your heart to find out 
what that reason is. And once you find 
it, stay true to it. We all know this eco-
nomic downturn will end. The key is to be 
ready,” Curry said.

Despite mistakenly mentioning famous 

alumni from the other Wheaton College 
in Illinois at the start of her speech, Curry 
delivered a Commencement address 
that was witty as well as moving, as she 
reflected on some of the stories of those 
she has encountered over the years who 
have inspired her with their resilience in 
the face of adversity.

During the ceremony—a celebration of 
the 175th anniversary of the college—Curry 
was presented with the degree of Honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters. Honorary de-
grees also were presented to Diana Davis 
Spencer ’60, a longtime Wheaton trustee 
and now trustee emerita; and to prominent 
allergist Dr. Gillian Shepherd Mestre ’70.

More than 500 alumnae/i participated 
in Commencement/Reunion Weekend, 
arriving from 27 states and as far away as 
Sweden, the United Kingdom, Israel and 
Russia. Among 
them were six 
alumnae from 
the Class of 1940 
(the oldest class 
represented),  
celebrating their 
70th Reunion.

During the 
weekend, President Ronald A. Crutcher 
announced the naming of the new science 
center. John and Adrienne Bevis Mars ’58 
have agreed to allow the college to name it 
in their honor. The Mars Center for Science 
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Photos by Keith Nordstrom and Nicki Pardo

Ann Curry talks with a student at the Presidents’ House before        Commencement begins.

Extensive excerpts 
from Curry’s speech, 
as well as im-
ages from the day,  
can be viewed at 
wheatoncollege.edu/
commencement/
commencement.

http://wheatoncollege.edu/commencement/commencement/hon-degree-citations/davis-spencer/
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http://wheatoncollege.edu/commencement/commencement/hon-degree-citations/shepherd/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/commencement/commencement
http://wheatoncollege.edu/commencement/commencement
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“Please dare 
to dream. And 

armed with your cherished 

diploma, be open to 
opportunities, 

both the expected 

and, most 

important, the 
unexpected.”

Diana Davis Spencer ’60,  
honorary degree recipient

and Technology will pay tribute to the cen-
tral role that the two have played in making 
the facility a reality, Crutcher said.

In his remarks to the Class of 2010, the 
president stressed building of a different sort.

“It is what you will begin after today as 
you move on to the next phase of your life, 
building a career, creating new communi-

ties, caring for your families and pursuing 
your passion,” he said. “Through you and 
your efforts, this community, Wheaton 
College, continues to build, and I am sure 
that it will be better and bigger, and more 
wonderful than we can know today.”

This academic year Wheaton students 
have won numerous prestigious na-

tional scholarships and awards, includ-
ing Fulbrights, a Watson Fellowship and a 
Marshall Scholarship, giving testimony to 
their leadership and intellectual abilities, 
Crutcher noted.

“Already, you are changing the world for 
the better through your energy, acumen and 
compassion.” Q

Ann Curry talks with a student at the Presidents’ House before        Commencement begins.

Honorary degree recipients Dr. Gillian Shepherd 
mestre ’70, above, and Diana Davis Spencer ’60.

mailto://quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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AROUND THE DiMPLE

Awards will take graduates all over the world
This academic year Wheaton seniors won numerous 
prestigious national scholarships and awards, including five 
Fulbrights, a Watson Fellowship and a Marshall Scholarship. 
Here are the winners:

Gabriel (“Gabe”) Felix Kofi Amo ’10, a 
political science major, was named a 2010 
Marshall Scholar. With support from the 
Marshall, the Pawtucket, R.I., native will 
begin graduate studies this fall at Oxford 
University in EnGlAnd, focusing on the 
intersection of politics and public policy, 
and the role each plays in perpetuating 
cycles of poverty. “Through substantive 
and symbolic ways, people are denied 
access to full societal participation on 
the basis of characteristics like social 
class and education level. The impact of 
social exclusion is striking—denying 
opportunity to particular communities 
and transmitting those outcomes from 
one generation to another.”

Stefana Albu ’10, of Westford, Mass., was 
awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to GERmAny. 
The psychobiology major will work with Dr. 
Mayumi Kimura, who is internationally 
recognized for her work in molecular sleep 
research at the Max Planck Institute of 
Psychiatry in Munich. Albu will study the 
neurogenetics of sleep regulation. “I 
immigrated to the U.S. at the age of 
seven. My parents reshaped their reality 
so that my brother and I would have 
opportunities unheard of in Romania. 
With their ambitious and humble 
outlooks on integrating, they truly 
fulfilled the American dream. It is their 
unceasing dedication and perseverance 
that has taught me that through hard 
work anything is possible.”

Watson Fellow Roxanna Azari ’10, of 
Queens, N.Y., will spend a year studying the 
religious, political and personal meanings 
ascribed to the veils worn by women in 
many Islamic countries. She will explore 
practices in FRAnCE, moRoCCo, TuRKEy, 
IndIA and the unITEd ARAb EmIRATES. “My 
aim is to show that the Western under-
standing of veiling only symbolizing 
‘oppression’ is problematic because it 
overrides the women’s movements, 
opinions, activism and personal stories 
that lay behind the veils.”

Thomas (“neill”) brandon ’10, whose 
love of history was ignited during his 
childhood in historic Concord, Mass., will 
travel to SouTh KoREA to teach English to 
high school students as a Fulbright Scholar. 
“The Korean education system is 
traditionally very structured and 
competitive, but I hope to bring a bit of 
creative flair to the school where I am 
placed to create a classroom culture 
that is both stimulating and memo-
rable.”
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Arielle burstein ’10, left, of Beverly 
Hills, Calif., and Rachael Powell ’10, of 
Madbury, N.H., won a 100 Projects for 
Peace $10,000 award. The Davis Projects 
for Peace program is an initiative made 
possible by Kathryn Wasserman Davis 
(the mother of Wheaton trustee emerita 
Diana Davis Spencer ’60). The students 
plan to build greenhouses in the Andean 
regions of PERu to help address malnutri-
tion. “I’ve always wanted to do 
something that is actually proactive 
rather than sitting back and just 
voicing my opinion that something 
needs to be done and never really 
accomplishing anything.” —Powell 

Katrina hegeman ’10, of Dighton, 
Mass., will teach English to high school 
students in the SlovAK REPublIC as a 
Fulbright Scholar. An English major, she 
discovered an interest in teaching while 
taking education courses at Wheaton. 
“The fieldwork I did for those cours-
es—which included tutoring a second 
grader in language arts and observ-
ing high school English classes—
made me want to pursue teaching as 
a career.”

Anna littlehale ’10, of Glen Ellyn, Ill., 
will teach English in mAlAySIA as a Fulbright 
Scholar, continuing a childhood commit-
ment to helping others. Teaching English to 
non-native speakers during an internship in 
her hometown helped her develop teaching 
skills to meet the needs of a diverse class-
room. “I feel blessed with this opportu-
nity to learn as an educator. This is my 
chance to experience another culture, 
value system and people, who have a lot 
to teach me. I plan to take everything I 
learn back into the classroom with me 
when I return.”

Eli lovely ’10, of Turners Falls, Mass., won 
a Fulbright to teach English in TuRKEy. The 
opportunity will expand upon his interest in 
fostering connections between people, 
which he has done during several under-
graduate teaching experiences with students 
from all over the world. “An English 
Teaching Assistantship in Turkey will 
not merely allow me to pursue my 
interest in teaching and learning, but 
will endow me with a deeper under-
standing of the world, specifically a 
region I have focused on as a student.”

Caitlin libby ’10, of Standish, Maine, was 
chosen to participate in Teach For America, 
a select corps of college graduates who 
commit to teaching for two years in 
low-income communities across the nation. 
The double major in women’s studies and 
sociology will teach secondary English in 
the SAn FRAnCISCo Bay Area at a charter 
school. “With my major in sociology I 
have studied the political, economic and 
societal inequalities that people face. 
Addressing the educational achievement 
gap through Teach For America is an 
excellent way to change such unequal 
opportunities in the United States.” 

Zachary Sloan ’10, an international 
relations major from Brunswick, Maine, will 
teach special education in PhoEnIx, ARIZ., 
as a member of the Teach For America 
corps. “I am honored to be joining the 
ranks of Teach For America. I look 
forward to teaching special education to 
underserved students in an effort to 
erase the educational achievement gap. 
Eventually, I plan on returning to school 
to earn my master’s degree in interna-
tional development.”

Photos by Nicki Pardo, 
Sandy Coleman, Michael 
Graca and Lisa Nelson
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Giant steps

Joshua Begley ’10 has participated in every 
Relay For Life event at Wheaton since 
enrolling as a freshman. But this year was 
more personal than ever. When he stepped 
up to the microphone at Haas Athletic 
Center to deliver his last opening remarks as 
a senior, he paid tribute to his grandmother, 
a cancer survivor. 

“My earliest memories of my grandma 
are of me playing Candyland with her. Years 
later I found out that she always let me win. 
I guess, at the time, I just thought I was a 
kick-ass Candyland player,” he began.

One week after his speech, she would 
pass away. 

As co-chair of Wheaton’s chapter of 
Colleges Against Cancer, Begley helped 
organize Relay For Life, the 
biggest fund-raising vehicle 
for the American Cancer 

Society. The first Relay at Wheaton was held 
around the Dimple in April 2003. Since 
then, it has become one of the most popular 
weekends on campus.

During the event, walkers pay tribute 
to cancer survivors and lost loved ones. 
Participants raise money for cancer research, 
education, advocacy efforts, and patient 
care services. Over the past eight years, the 
Wheaton community has raised more than 
$286,000 in the fight against cancer.

Begley began his work with Relay For 
Life as a student at Bridgewater-Raynham 
Regional High School to honor his grand-
mother, who had survived esophageal can-
cer when he was just a toddler. He appreci-
ated all the times he shared with her while 
growing up: birthday celebrations, holidays 
and game nights—including those early 
Candyland games, he said. 

Over the years, cancer has crept into the 
lives of teachers, staff members and even 

classmates he has known. Some 
prevailed, others didn’t. All of 

them and their stories have 
energized Begley. 

Cancer advocacy has 
been a significant aspect 
of his time at Wheaton. 
As a sophomore, he 
became co-chair of 
Colleges Against 

Cancer. The organi-

zation not only orchestrates Relay For Life, it 
also raises awareness throughout the year on 
campus. Volunteers also participate in the 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk 
in Boston.

Begley admits that being part of the event 
is an emotional roller coaster. “Relay is so 
hard to describe because it’s so many things. 
It’s like an overnight slumber party with your 
friends and a chance to make new friends,” 
he said. “It brings people together. At the 
same time, it does deal directly with the 
painful truth that there are a lot of people 
affected by cancer. It’s a chance to be grate-
ful for those moments cancer research has 
given us. Relay allows people to stop, reflect 
and give back.”

According to Katie Boutilier, a community 
executive with the American Cancer Society, 
Begley’s contributions are invaluable. “Josh 
is a passionate, dedicated volunteer,” she 
said. “Much of the success with the Relay 
For Life of Wheaton College over the last 
four years is a result of Josh’s leadership and 
dedication to the cause.”

As passionate and dedicated as Begley 
is, he makes it clear he’s only in it for one 
reason. “Appreciation for what I’ve had, 
who I’ve had in my life—those moments I 
was able to share with my grandmother and 
others because of cancer research.”

Although he graduated this spring, he 
plans to stay active in his local chapter of 
the American Cancer Society and its annual 
event. Just like game night, his life would 
feel incomplete without it. “There’s no way 
I’d ever miss a Relay,” he said. Q

—Lisa Nelson
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“It’s a chance to be 

grateful for those 

moments cancer research 

has given us. Relay allows 

people to stop, reflect and 

give back.”

Joshua Begley ’10

Photo by Katie Hall ’06
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A is for app
Want to turn your B into an A by the end of 
the semester? 
No problem. There’s an app for that.

Professor of Philosophy Stephen Mathis and 
Gregory Williams ’02, one of Mathis’s former 
students, have developed a grade manage-
ment software application that is now avail-
able for sale through iTunes.

It is called GradeUNeed and it’s for the 
iPhone or iPad. The app helps students 
calculate how well they need to perform on 
remaining tests, papers and assignments to 
achieve a desired grade in a course by the 
end of a particular semester. 

Users can get the big picture for the 
entire semester, as well as see what grade is 
needed on each assignment to reach an A, 
B, C, or, yikes, a D, by selecting the appro-
priate buttons. They also can track multiple 
courses at once. 

“Let’s say you have a D after the first 
quiz,” explains Mathis, “the app will tell you 
what you need to score on the next assign-
ment to pull it up to an A. And it continues 
to do that for each subsequent assignment.”

The trick is not to slip too deeply into a 
hole before using the app to figure out how 
to get out. 

The initial target audience is college stu-
dents, but Mathis says he thinks that high 

school students might find it useful 
as well. The app costs 99 cents—
the minimum one can charge for 
an app without offering it for free. 

The app is a result of a friend-
ship between Mathis and Williams, 
who was a computer science major 
with a minor in philosophy. They kept in 
contact after Williams graduated. 

Williams is a doctoral student in com-
puter science at Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute (RPI), where he does research that 
employs the coding languages that run 
Apple computers as well as the iPhone and 
now the iPad. 

“I had been thinking of writing an iPhone 
app and started talking with Stephen about 
what might be useful in an academic situa-
tion,” said Williams.

“The result of the brainstorm,” said 
Mathis, “was an app that would answer one 
question that I, as a professor, find myself 
faced with from time to time: ‘What do I 
need to get on this test to get an A (or a B, or 
whatever) in this course?’”

Admittedly, this could be done with an 
Excel spreadsheet. But this is more fun, 
easier and portable.

“The app gives you a single place—on 

the phone you’re likely to have with you 
anyway—where you can record your grades 
and compute from them what grade you’ll 
need on future assignments,” notes Williams. 

“It was a lot of fun working with Stephen 
to bring the app from idea to a working 
product. As far as apps go it’s on the simple 
end of the spectrum, but I hope and believe 
that people will find it useful.”

Beyond creating a useful product, says 
Mathis, the collaborative app development 
says a lot about the power of connections 
one makes at Wheaton. “If I hadn’t had a 
close connection with someone who works 
on software like this, I probably wouldn’t 
have ever set my mind to coming up with an 
idea like this, because I would have had no 
obvious way to follow through on it. The fact 
that I have a former student and friend who 
is interested in creating apps and is able to 
do so opened up the possibilities here.” Q

Gregory Williams ’02

Professor of Philosophy Stephen mathis
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AROUND THE DiMPLE

Professors win fellowships to 
enrich scholarship
Two Wheaton faculty members have won 
fellowships that will further their scholarship 
and in turn enrich the classes they teach.

The Marion and Jasper Whiting 
Foundation has awarded fellowships to 
Assistant Professor of Computer Science 
Tom Armstrong and Assistant Professor of Art 
History Sean McPherson.

The foundation aims to support scholar-
ship and travel that improve and enhance 
the quality of classroom instruction.

For Armstrong, the fellowship will allow him 
to develop new courses as well as a laboratory 
for scholarly work in the growing area of ro-
botics, which lends itself to the interdisciplin-
ary study encouraged through the Wheaton 

curriculum.
“Students and faculty 

ranging from neurosci-
ence to philosophy to 
mechanical engineer-
ing to the visual arts 
find homes under the 
robotics umbrella,” 
Armstrong wrote in his 
proposal to the founda-
tion. “Now, more than 
ever, robots for use in 
the classroom and in 
student research proj-
ects are available and 
affordable.”

The support of the 
fellowship will allow 
Armstrong to travel to 
Odense, Denmark, for 
the event RoboDays, 

which brings together international engineers 
and industry experts in robotics to focus on 
using robots in creative enterprises, how 
humans interact with robots and the utility 
of robotics in assisting learning. In addition, 
he will attend RoboCup 2011 in Istanbul, 
Turkey, to learn from other college and 
university teams participating in the interna-
tional competition.

The professor is looking forward to shar-
ing his knowledge and experiences.

“I will be able to introduce our students to 
computer science from a variety of compel-
ling perspectives,” said Armstrong, whose 
interest in robotics and artificial intelligence 
dates from an early 1980s episode of “Mr. 
Rogers’ Neighborhood” where Rogers visits 
a robotics factory. “Computer science cap-
tures multiple aspects of the traditional liber-
al arts. I enjoy bringing these areas of study 
to students in a novel light and integrating 
them into our ‘Connections’ curriculum.”  

McPherson’s fellowship will support his 
scholarship on the transition to modern, 
international influences in the architecture 
of Japan, and it will bolster the resources 
available for classes he teaches on this and 
related topics.

In his proposal to the foundation, 

McPherson noted the “paucity and poor 
quality of English-language scholarship on 
Japanese architecture, the lack of visual re-
sources on early Meiji-period architecture,” 
and the difficulties in providing students 
with a deep understanding of the qualities of 
modern buildings and landscapes in Japan.

Through archival research, field studies and 
collaboration with other scholars in Japan, 
McPherson plans to develop resources that 
better tell the story of how Japanese architects 
and builders embraced international influ-
ences while reflecting the country’s tradition-
al building styles. The work also will lay the 
groundwork for future research and publica-
tions on Japanese modern architecture.

“Japanese architecture has fascinated 
me since I first studied architectural design 
in Japan in the 1990s,” said McPherson. 
“Perhaps in part because of my own diverse 
cultural heritage, I have always been drawn 
to artistic and architectural manifestations of 
cultural hybridity. Although I was awed by the 
monumental Buddhist temples and challenged 
by the cutting-edge, high-tech architecture I 
encountered in Tokyo, Kyoto and other cities, 
I was equally intrigued by the traces of Japan’s 
encounter with modernity in the form of 19th-
century buildings that combined elements of 
different design and building traditions. 

“Many people believe that Japanese 
art is characterized by simplicity and 
restraint; it is important to understand that 
many forms of aesthetic expression in 
Japan also feature decorative elaboration 
and visual complexity.” Q

—Michael Graca
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“I will be able to introduce our 

students to computer science from a 

variety of compelling perspectives.”

Assistant Professor of Computer Science 
Tom Armstrong

“Japanese 

architecture 

has fascinated 

me since I 

first studied 

architectural 

design in Japan in 

the 1990s….

I have always been 

drawn to artistic 

and architectural 

manifestations of 

cultural hybridity.”

Assistant Professor 
of Art History Sean 

McPherson



news anchor becomes the news
It would be easier to name the media outlets that didn’t make note of NBC 
“Today” show anchor Ann Curry’s Commencement gaffe.

The fact that she named graduates from the “other” Wheaton College during 
our big day went viral just hours after the fact, starting with Twitter and Facebook. 
And it was covered by just about everyone, including the Boston Globe, Chicago 
Tribune, Huffington Post, and U.S. News & World Report.

By the end of the week of merriment at her expense, Curry (who sent a letter of 
apology to the Wheaton community) recovered and poked fun at her own mistake 
on “Late Night with Jimmy Fallon.”

She redeemed herself by giving us a national shout-out and naming some of our 
own famous graduates. Her words of advice for avoiding such mishaps? “Never 
Google drunk,” she jokingly told the audience.

The good news is that everyone now knows exactly where we are located.

Baltimore Sun publishes 
student/faculty essay
Technology and communications experts 
heralded the arrival of the iPad with pre-
dictions that it would change Americans’ 
mobile computing and media habits.

One of the first things that Dana Payes ’10 
noticed was its embrace of children’s 

literature. (Every 
iPad comes 
pre-installed with a 
copy of A.A. Milne’s 
kiddie classic 
Winnie the Pooh.)

Payes, an English 
major, sees Apple’s 
embrace of children 
as a clever mar-

keting ploy, but she also believes that no 
e-reader, whatever its strengths, can replace 
a paper book.

She wrote a short essay on the subject 
with the help of her advisor, Professor of 
English Paula Krebs. The Baltimore Sun pub-
lished it in April. The pair lauded the iPad’s 
promise as a means for encouraging reading 
activities between child and parent, but they 
wrote:

“We can share technology with our 
kids. But let’s not mistake reading a book 
on an iPad for reading a book. Reading an 
electronic version of The 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People on a train is not the same 
thing as reading an iPad bedtime story with 
your kids.” 

“We can share 

technology with 

our kids. But 

let’s not mistake 

reading a book 

on an iPad for 

reading a book.”

wind blew, their manes ruffled the same 
way. I have long felt that many dog owners 
look like their dogs, but I have seldom seen 
a better example than Jay and Max.”

Green guide lists Wheaton for 
sustainability efforts
Wheaton is one of 286 U.S. colleges and 
universities 
highlighted in the 
Princeton 
Review’s Guide 
to 286 Green 
Colleges. The 
guidebook, 
which was 
created in 
partnership 
with the U.S. 
Green Building 
Council, lists colleges that have 
“demonstrated an exemplary commitment 
to sustainability.”

Schools are selected for inclusion in the 
guide based on how well they perform in 
three major areas, including: whether the 
students have a healthy and sustainable 
campus life; how well a school is preparing 
its students for green jobs and for citizenship 
in a world defined by environmental con-
cerns and opportunities; and how environ-
mentally responsible a school’s policies are.

Read more Wheaton In the News stories at 
http://wheatoncollege.edu/in-the-news/

WHEATON in THE nEws
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Goodman, dog in spotlight

Meet Jay Goodman and Max Berson-
Goodman.

Jay is a professor of political science now 
celebrating his 45th year of teaching at the 
college. Enrollment in his courses fills one 
of the college’s largest lecture halls; alums 
recall his classes with delight.

Max has achieved his own measure of 
fame as a canine ambassador for Wheaton. 
(His name has been invoked by applicants 
for admission.)

Now the pair has received some well-
deserved attention in their home city. 
Providence Journal columnist Mark Patinkin 
penned a wry piece about the similarities 
between Max and Jay.

Similarities? “They shared the same slow 
gait, relaxed air, and then there was the 
similarity in styling,” Patinkin wrote. “Each 
had great clouds of white hair. When the 
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news flash: Wheaton starts journalism minor
Despite the decline of newspapers, journalism is alive and well, and in need of multi-
talented journalists who are armed with skills that cross disciplines, according to Professor 
of English Paula Krebs. This fall, she and Assistant Professor of English Talitha Espiritu will 
co-direct Wheaton’s newly created journalism minor. Krebs, who teaches literary journalism, 
as well as many other courses, began working at daily newspapers in New Jersey and in 
Indiana while she was in college and graduate school. She is the former editor of Academe, 
the magazine of the American Association of University Professors, author of Gender, Race, 
and the Writing of Empire (Cambridge University Press, 1999), and director of the Summer 
Institute for Literary and Cultural Studies at Wheaton (a monthlong program aimed at 
increasing the number of students from underrepresented groups who pursue doctorates in 
English). She also is one of the American Council on Education Fellows for the 2010–2011 
academic year. We asked her about the new journalism minor.

First, what initially drew you to journalism?

I was annoyed that our local paper wasn’t 
carrying stories about the girls’ teams at my 
high school, so I started calling them with 
the results of our games. Once I got to col-
lege, they hired me as a sports reporter.

Journalism has changed a lot. How would you 
assess the current state of the field?

This is a particularly opportune moment 
to put together the new program because 
media work has become so multifaceted, 
and online media are opening up in ways 
we have never seen before. In the age of the 
citizen journalist, when blogs and tweets 

can reach hundreds 
of thousands, we 
wanted to provide 
students with a 
set of courses that 
would serve them 
well in any kind 
of journalism, 
from con-
ventional to 
electronic to 
photographic 
or video. 

How did the new journalism minor come about?

For years, Wheaton students have used their 
liberal arts education in careers in journal-
ism. Faculty members have advised them 
about good courses to take to help them 
in media careers, and they have graduated 
with solid backgrounds that pay off in the 
world of media work. But it occurred to a 
group of faculty advisors that our job with 
these students would be more productive if 
we had a template for our advising—a set of 
courses to recommend for aspiring journal-
ists. So last spring faculty members from 
English, sociology, studio art, and other fields 
started meeting, along with interested staff 
in career services, instructional technology, 
and the communications office, to design a 

credential for students who wanted careers 
in media—something that would indicate 
that the student had thoughtfully put 
together a program to prepare for a 

journalism career or for graduate work in 
journalism.

What are you aiming to teach students?

Students hoping to be journalists should 
have a strong major in a field about which 
they would like to write, whether that is 
science or sociology or political science, 
or culture and entertainment. The minor is 
meant to add to a major by asking students 
to think about ethics (we require one course 
in that area), to be able to analyze data (we 
require a statistics course), to be able to do 
research (a research methods course in any 
field is required), and to be able to produce 
journalistic content (students must take 
either writing, photography, or filmmaking 
courses). In addition, students need to get a 
sense of the field of journalism, so the minor 
requires an internship. Here’s where we rely 
on the Filene Center staff as partners in the 
minor: not only do they help students to find 
placements, but they are great at teaching 
students how to reflect on what they have 
learned in their internships and how it fits 
with the rest of their Wheaton education. 

What is the future of journalism?

The field is becoming what communications 
theorists call “convergence journalism,” in 
which reporters carry cameras and digital 
recorders in addition to their notebooks, and 
the online stories they file link to video, im-
ages, and sound, as well as to other stories. 
Young journalists see the world differently 
than we used to—they understand digital 
ways of telling stories, ways that add all 
kinds of depth to their reporting.

What advice would you give to students who 
are interested in a career in journalism?

Read, read, read. Magazines, newspapers, 
online sources of all sorts. Take courses that 
give you a strong background in an area of 
expertise—science, economics, women’s 
studies, or any field in which you’d like to 
specialize. Make sure you learn how to 
learn—how to do in-depth research, how to 
talk to people, how to evaluate sources criti-
cally, how to read a graph or a spreadsheet. 
And then get out there and practice, as a 
freelancer, or on structured internships, or 
on The Wire. Q
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Faculty

assistant Professor of Political Science 
Alireza Shomali published Politics and 
the Criteria of Truth (Palgrave Macmillan, 
2010).

Professor of Religion Jonathan 
Brumberg-Kraus and Professor of 
Biology Betsey Dyer presented their 
paper “Cultures and Cultures: Fermented 
Foods as Culinary Shibboleths” at the 
Oxford Symposium on Food & Cookery 
in July at Oxford University in the United 
Kingdom.

Xuesheng Chen, professor of physics, 
published the paper “Size Reduction 
and Rare Earth Doping of GaN Powders 
through Ball-milling,” in III-Nitride 
Materials for Sensing, Energy Conversion, 
and Controlled light-Matter Interactions, 
of the Materials Research Society 
Symposium Proceedings (2010).

associate Professor of Geology Geoffrey 
Collins co-authored the paper “Global 
Geological Mapping of Ganymede,” which 
was published in Icarus (2010). Jonathan 

Kay ’08, who worked on this project over 
the summer of 2006 as part of a Mars 
student/faculty research fellowship, also 
was one of the authors.

Prentice Professor of English michael 
Drout published the article “Cumulative 
Index: Tolkien Studies, Volume I-V” with 
Jason rea ’10, Lauren Provost ’10, 
Tara mcGoldrick ’11 and maryellen 
Groot ’12 in Tolkien Studies 7 (2010), 
as well as “Bibliography (in English) for 
2008” with rebecca Epstein ’08 in 
Tolkien Studies 7 (2010).

associate Professor of Classics nancy 
Evans published Civic Rites: Democracy 
and Religion in Ancient Athens (University 
of California Press, 2010).

associate Professor of Psychology Peony 
Fhagen-Smith published the essay 
“Social Class: Racial/Ethnic Identity, and 
the Psychology of Choice” in Multiracial 
Americans and Social Class: The 
Influence of Social Class on Racial Identity  
(Routledge, 2010).

Professor of Philosophy nancy 
Kendrick presented her paper “The 

Empty amusement of Seeing: Berkeley 
on Causation and Explanation” at The 
International Berkeley Society conference 
in Neuchatel, Switzerland (april 2010). 

Professor of anthropology Donna Kerner 
presented the paper “Micro-finance 
or Micro-debt: The Hidden agenda of 
the Millennium Challenge” at the 70th 
annual Meeting of the Society for applied 
anthropology in Merida, Mexico (March 
2010).

Charlotte meehan, associate professor 
of English and playwright-in-residence, 
presented her play 27 Tips for Banishing 
the Blues, described as “a multimedia 
tragic-parody of america’s happiness 
industry,” at Dixon Place in New York City 
(June 2010). The performance, under the 
direction of Ken Prestininzi, follows an 
artist residency at Dixon Place that was 
partially supported by a Provost Faculty 
Summer Research Fellowship.

Professor of Sociology Javier Trevino’s 
article “The Symbol and Substance of C. 
Wright Mills” was published in Sociology 
(2010); and “The Place of law in Talcott 
Parsons’ american Societal Community” 
was published in Talcott Parsons: A 

PUBLiCATiONs, HONORs ANd CREATiVE WORks

Collection of Essays in Honour of Talcott 
Parsons (Midrash Publications, 2009).

Professor of Biology Scott Shumway, 
Susan letcher (Organization for Tropical 
Studies, Costa Rica), Alexander Friberg 
’10, and Diane DeMelo (Wheaton faculty 
technology liaison) published “Rainforest 
Plants: a Web-based Teaching Tool for 
Students of Tropical Biology” in the april 
2010 issue of the Bulletin of the 
Ecological Society of America. The project 
was funded by the andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation and a Patricia Higgins arnold 
’66 and Christopher B. arnold Faculty 
Enrichment award. 

assistant Professor of anthropology 
Gabriela Torres co-authored the article 
“Precursors to Femicide: Guatemalan 
Women in a Vortex of Violence,” pub-
lished in the Latin American Research 
Review (2010).

Professor of Psychology David Wulff 
presented his paper “Positive Illusions? 
Reflections on the Reported Benefits of 
Being Religious” at the Second European 
Conference on Religion, Spirituality and 
Health in Bern, Switzerland (2010).

Alumnae/i

Sue Smith Johnson ’61, co-author of the 
fifth edition of Grandloving (Heartstrings 
Press, 2010), won top honors in the 
parenting/family category of the 
International Book awards.

In her third book of poetry, Van Gogh in 
Poems, Carol Dine ’65 illuminates the life 
and work of Vincent Van Gogh. (Bitter 
Oleander Press, July 2009).

Gardner mcFall ’74 published Amelia 
(University of Washington Press, 2010), a 
libretto commissioned by Seattle Opera. 

mary Kennard mcHugh ’50 published 
the humorous How Not to Act Like a Little 
Old Lady (Magni, 2010).

In her new book High School Stories, 
mary mallon nyman ’57 addresses 
issues she encountered while teaching 
teens for 21 years (iUniverse, 2010).

Trish ryan ’91, author of He Loves Me, 
He Loves Me Not, has returned with 
another spiritual memoir, A Maze of 
Grace: A Memoir of Second Chances 
(FaithWords, 2010).
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FIELD REPORT

Synchro swimmer in deep competition
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Since 2004, synchronized swimmer Laura 
Montes ’10 and duet partner Nilda Rosado 
have trained and competed every year hoping 
to represent the Puerto Rican synchronized 
swimming national team at the Central 
American and Caribbean Games. The 
patience and strong work ethic have paid off. 

Montes and her partner were selected to compete at 
the 2010 games this summer.

After working for six years to get into 
the games, when she received word last 
November she was ecstatic. “It definitely 
was a dream of ours,” said Montes, who 
swam at Wheaton for four years. “Even 
through the challenges of attending 
college and trying to do well academi-
cally, we found a way to ensure we were 
doing our part and kept fighting until we 
were selected.

“It’s been such a dream because this 
national team is different from the seven 
others I have been part of. This meet is a 
qualifying meet for the current Olympic 
cycle. We have a very realistic chance 
to qualify for the Pan American Games 
next summer. If we qualify for the Pan 
American, we are one step closer in 
qualifying for the Olympics.

“Puerto Rico has only had representa-
tion in synchro once, which was in 2004. 
One of the girls who competed for Puerto 
Rico then is our coach now. The other 
reason it is such an important event is 
because Puerto Rico is hosting this meet and 
I get to represent my country in my country, 
where all my family and friends can come see 
me. I never have meets in Puerto Rico.”

Montes and her duet partner began work-
ing together as synchro swimmers at an ath-
letic club in 1996 in their native Puerto Rico. 
A group of 15 girls got their start in the sport 
at the time, but only Montes and her partner 
remained involved. Remarkably, they’ve 
managed to stay partners even though they 
went to separate high schools, and Rosado 
attended college in New York, while Montes 
came to Wheaton.

One of 10 synchronized swimmers who 
represented Puerto Rico during the games 
in Mayaguez, Montes said she experienced 
the sport of synchro in a way she never has 
before. “The training was pretty intense,” said 
the political science major. “Between pool 
workouts and a specialized gym program, we 
trained eight hours a day, six days a week.”

Montes attributes much of her recent growth 
and development to Wheaton, where she 
helped lead the Lyons to four straight top-10 
national finishes. “My four years at Wheaton 
were definitely my next level as an individual 
synchronized swimmer,” she said. “I devel-

oped skills in a very different way and had 
resources that I never had in Puerto Rico. I had 
access to more direct training and to a different 
type and technique of training.”

Prior to college, Montes was never intro-
duced to trio or team competition, mostly 
due to low participation in the sport in her 
native land. She learned to choreograph 
and swim a team routine at Wheaton and 
then shared her acquired skills with her 
Puerto Rican teammates this summer.

Working with two coaches during her 
Wheaton tenure, Montes absorbed plenty 

from former synchro coach Anna Eng 
and current head coach Rebecca Story.  
“Coach Eng was good with mentally 
and physically preparing me to take on 
drastic change as a synchronized swim-
mer,”  said Montes, who progressed from 
competing in one event per year during 
one national meet before college to do-
ing three to five events in several meets.

“Coach Story helped me climb to that 
next level in my technical abilities, espe-
cially in solo. I’ve become a much stron-
ger soloist in my spins and techniques. 
My best solo scores and peaks in college 
came about because she helped me 
choreograph from the ground up. The 
same solo routine that I tied for eighth in 
at the collegiate synchro meet I won at a 
national meet in Puerto Rico.”

Although she hopes to continue 
her synchro career at next summer’s 
Pan American Games in Guadalajara, 
Mexico, Montes isn’t sure what the im-
mediate future holds. 

She eventually plans to attend law school 
and work in the public sector, for the govern-
ment or for a nonprofit. 

For now, she’s just excited to be living out 
her passion. 

“Being here really means the world,” said 
Montes. “It’s the biggest mountain we’ve ever 
set ourselves to climb. The whole island is 
very much in tune with the celebration and 
very proud of all the athletes who compete. 
The games are like the local Olympics.” Q

—Scott Dietz
Look for an update on how Laura Montes did 
in the winter issue of the Quarterly.



baseball 
Advancing to their ninth NCAA Tournament, 
the Lyons captured their 11th NEWMAC reg-
ular season championship and 10th league 
tournament title. Wheaton notched its sixth 
consecutive 30-win season, going 34–10 
overall and 11–1 in the NEWMAC. Jonathan 
Shepard ’10 and Nolan Corr ’12 earned 
D3baseball.com All-America honors, and 
the pair joined Daniel Haugh ’12 in pick-
ing up all-region accolades, with Corr being 
named New England Intercollegiate Baseball 
Association (NEIBA) Co-Pitcher of the 
Year. Shepard and Jeffrey Lieneck ’10 were 
selected to play in the NEIBA All-Star game, 
while Corr, Haugh, Paul Malaguti ’10,  Sean 
Munley ’11 and Sean Ryan ’13 were voted 
to all-conference teams. Haugh was named 
NEWMAC Player of the Year, Ryan NEWMAC 
Rookie of the Year and Eric Podbelski, who 
nabbed his 400th win at the school, was 
selected NEWMAC Coach of the Year.

men’s lacrosse 
Wheaton reached the Pilgrim League 
Tournament championship game for the third 
straight season, as the Lyons posted an 8–8 
record. The Blue and White finished with at 
least eight wins for the third consecutive sea-
son for the first time since 1996. Wheaton also 

went 5–2 in the Pilgrim League. Benjamin 
Cederberg ’11 became the first player in 
program history to earn an all-league accolade 
three times. Andrew Schaffer ’10, Christopher 
Landers ’11 and William McNamara ’12 also 
made all-conference teams.

Women’s lacrosse
The Lyons completed the spring with a 5–11 
overall record, having faced four teams 
that finished the year nationally ranked.  
Suffering five losses by four goals or less, 
Wheaton also went 2–4 in NEWMAC play 
before falling in the opening round of the 
conference tournament. Hailey Colburn ’12 
became the first player since 2006 to draw 
all-region honors. She, Marianna Marcellino 
’11 and Brittany Whynot ’12 each landed on 
an all-league team.

Softball
Wheaton won 11 of its first 12 games in 
Florida before returning north to face some 
of the region’s best. Having lost four games 
by a single run, the Lyons finished the spring 
at 20–18 overall and 8–8 in the NEWMAC, 
as Wheaton qualified for the conference 
tournament for the 22nd time in 23 seasons. 
Katy Salka ’11 earned the first all-league ac-
colade of her career.

men’s tennis
Winners in 11 of 12 matches during one 
stretch, Wheaton began the year just 2–2 be-
fore advancing to the NEWMAC Tournament 
championship match for the fifth time. The 
Lyons went 14–5 overall, including winning 

all seven home matches, while posting a 4–1 
conference mark. James Little ’10 and Harry 
Altman ’11 received all-league singles and 
doubles awards, while Kyle Hudgins ’11, 
Brian Krantz ’11 and Gregory Poulin ’11 also 
garnered all-conference laurels. Lynn Miller 
was named NEWMAC Coach of the Year.

men’s and women’s outdoor 
track & field
The Lyon men accomplished what no 
other Wheaton track & field team had 
ever achieved at an NCAA Championship, 
capturing national titles in multiple relays. 
Posting its highest team placement since 
2002, the men tied 
for fifth. Entering the 
meet, only four Lyons 
had ever claimed a na-
tional championship.  
Merzudin Ibric ’10 ran 
legs of each relay, join-
ing Mark Cimino ’11, 
Raiyan Banaji ’11 and 
Cailean Robinson ’12 
on the school-record 
4x100M team, and 
Mark Williamson ’11, 
Cecil Jeffrey ’13 and 
Benjamin Miklovich 
’13 on the 4x400M 
squad. Robinson also 
earned an All-America 
placement in the 
100M dash, while 
Jeffrey was voted 
NEWMAC Rookie of the Year after helping 
lead the Lyons to fourth place. The women 
took fifth at the conference championship, as 
the teams combined for 13 all-league marks. 
Didine Jusme ’12 competed in two events at 
the NCAA Championship.—Scott Dietz
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Cecil Jeffrey ’13
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Drawn In displays talent, personal perspective
Each year studio art majors present work in the 
senior art exhibition in the Beard and Weil Galleries 
as a culmination of their creative experience at 
Wheaton. This year’s show, Drawn In, under advisor 
Associate Professor of Film and Art Jake Mahaffy, 
featured work by 16 students. Here is a sampling of 
their creations and artist statements:

5 “My paintings deal with leaving home, 
the pressure of being a student-athlete, 
strong bonds and relationships formed, the 
bittersweet realization of it all coming to 
an end, and the hope and fear of what’s to 
come. Change and the unknown can be 
frightening and upsetting, but I have come 
to accept these feelings through the comple-
tion of my paintings.”

—Chelsea Stephenson ’10 

3 “Life drawing and the challenge of inter-
preting three-dimensional forms are ways 
in which I familiarize myself with things. A 
visual exploration of the human skeleton 
offered me new territory to internalize—
territory that was physical and personal in 
nature.”

—Alyssa Kocsis ’10 

3 “Nature illustrates a nar-
rative that can always be 
read, but it is entirely up to 
the viewer to appreciate its 
simplicity. In my work, my 
intent is to illustrate the idea 
that beauty lies within simple 
subject matter. The subject 
matter that I chose for my 
compositions—barns, pas-
tures, houses and chapels—
all reveal architecture 
aesthetics. Although simple, 
they all speak a story.” 

—Brittany King ’10 

5 “My work demonstrates an appreciation 
of both nature and humanity, intertwining 
them in a whimsical combination. These 
pieces examine the environmental issues we 
face presently: a struggle between the pres-
ervation of nature against an aggressively 
expanding society. My concept is inspired 
by my experiences during a Wheaton ser-
vice project in New Orleans I participated 
in this past January.” 

—Veronica Rogers ’10 
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5 “Many icons are not always as they appear 
to be. Benjamin Franklin is one of these icons. 
Franklin is often credited as a meaningful 
contributor to the foundation of the American 
value system. On the surface this may seem 
true, yet Franklin’s own life appears to contra-
dict his values. There is more to this American 
than meets the eye…. By combining the use 
of graphic techniques with the conceptual 
foundation of disrupting conventional visuals, I 
have made an image that provokes the viewer 
to question the icon.”

—Alexander Lewis ’10 

5 “Inspired by the following proverb: ‘right when the caterpillar thought the 
world was over, it became a butterfly,’ I created this ‘artist’s book’ to document 
my transformation and liberation process.”

—Kate Kimball ’10 

5 “My photographs of the ocean, captured 
at the beginning and the end of the day, rep-
resent a world seen through more optimistic 
eyes. They are the equivalent of an awaken-
ing of my spirit and communicate a new 
perspective on life.”

—Julianne McLane ’10 

4 “When I think about graduat-
ing, I cannot help but reflect on 
other momentous transitions in 
my life. I am specifically referring 
to my shift from childhood to an 
awareness of the world around 
me. Looking back on my early 
life, I am unsure of whether what 
I remember is true, made up, or 
understood at all. To me, these 
memories are like a quilt: cha-
otic, sentimental and beautiful.” 

—Molly White ’10
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By Sandy Coleman

Thank goodness for 90-degree days in Texas.
That’s where Nicole Lee Tadgell lived for several 

years as a child. It was so hot most days that she 
and her sister Sandy (Sandra Lee Foster ’90) had 
to find things to do that didn’t involve running 
around and playing outside in the sun.

So, they sat.
And they drew.
And they colored.
“We would go through coloring books like wa-

ter,” says Tadgell. “We would draw on the backs 
of junk mail. We invented 
our own books and sto-
ries. We did kingdoms and 

paper dolls…. Because we could create whole 
worlds on paper, Sandy and I were both fasci-
nated with storytelling and sequential art.”

That fascination has contin-
ued throughout Tadgell’s life 
and has led her to a career as 
an award-winning illustra-
tor of children’s books and 
assistant art director at a 
Worcester, Mass., advertis-
ing agency.

The first book that 
she illustrated, Fatuma’s 
New Cloth by Leslie 
Bulion (Moon Mountain 
Publishing), was published 
in 2002. In 2003, the 
book won the Children’s 
Africana Book Award. 
Since then Tadgell, who 
majored in studio art at 
Wheaton, has illustrated 
16 children’s books. One 
of them won the 2004 

of Nicole Tadgell ’91
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Atlanta Daily World Atlanta Choice Award. 
The newest book featuring her illustrations, 
In the Garden with Dr. Carver by Susan 
Grigsby (Albert Whitman & Co.), is sched-
uled to be published this fall.

When her first book arrived in the mail, 
Tadgell cried, and there has been joy ever 
since, as she has balanced a career as an 
illustrator and as a full-time graphic designer 
at Davis Advertising.

Sitting in the quiet of a conference room 
during an interview this spring, the soft-
spoken Tadgell takes special pride in the fact 
that she has added to the genre of children’s 
books that feature people of color.

“As I came of age I realized that of all the 
children’s picture books that I loved and had 
as a child, very few of them had people of 
color,” she says.

“We grew up in mostly white neighbor-
hoods and schools, so it 
was a bit of a challenge 
to develop a black iden-
tity. So it took me a while 
to get comfortable with 
that. But I realized I could 
draw positive images of 
black kids that didn’t nec-
essarily have to do with 
race or racism or histori-
cal context or anything 
like that. Like A Snowy 
Day by Ezra Jack Keats. 
It’s just about a kid enjoy-
ing the snow…. When 
you’re a kid, sometimes 
you just want to play in 

the snow. It doesn’t matter what color you 
are. So I really want to do books like that.”

And she has. For example, Just for You! A 
Day with Daddy by Nikki Grimes (Scholastic 
Books, 2004) is about a boy having fun with 
his dad. No Mush Today by Sally Derby (Lee 
& Low Books, 2008) addresses a young girl’s 
resistance to the new baby in the family.

Reviews of books illustrated by Tadgell 
have described her loose and lively style 
as luminous. “Using watercolors, Tadgell 
creates a soft dreamlike world filled with 
details,” a Kirkus review said of No Mush 
Today. “The rich illustrations add emo-

tional depth to this engaging story,” noted a 
review by the Rutgers University Project on 
Economics and Children.

Her style hasn’t changed much since col-
lege, although her medium has—from oil 
paint to watercolor, which she fell in love 
with while at Wheaton.

“Watercolor is very hard. It’s like chasing 
something that you can’t catch,” she says, 
slightly tossing back her head of soft curls as 
she laughs. “It does something different every 
time. It is very unpredictable, and I like that.”

When Tadgell arrived at Wheaton she 
knew she wanted to do something with art, 

Nicole Lee Tadgell came to campus to talk to students.

A page from the book No Mush Today written by Sally Derby.

In the Garden with Dr. Carver by Susan Grigsby is the latest book featuring Tadgell’s illustrations.
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but there seemed to be few careers in that 
field at the time. She decided she would 
minor in education so that she could at least 
teach art, if she couldn’t sell her work. But 
when the teacher she was observing in a 
classroom suggested that she take over one 
of the lessons, the artist discovered teaching 
wasn’t right for her. 

“I was terrified seeing a roomful of kids 
looking at me expecting me to tell them 
what to do,” said the admittedly shy Tadgell.

But she excelled in her studio art classes, 
Professor of Art Tim Cunard notes.

“Nicole was one of the hardest-working 
students that I have encountered since ar-
riving at Wheaton in ’86,” he said. “She was 
always open to suggestions—learning—and 
always clearly planned and crafted her proj-
ects. She was and is thoughtful and a very 
positive person to be around.”

Tadgell enjoyed the challenges 
that Cunard presented that helped 
her grow as an artist and person.

“He was very much into things 
that I wasn’t into. He liked modern 
art. I didn’t. I think it is because 
modern art is about making you 
think and making you uncomfort-
able and changing your space. My 

space had been changed so much when I 
was a child, and it was a constant struggle to 
feel comfortable. I did not want to be made 
to feel uncomfortable,” said Tadgell, whose 
family moved around a lot. 

She learned to work through artistic chal-
lenges, which has come in handy in both 
of her careers—especially when her artistic 
vision doesn’t match the publisher’s, and all 
involved need to find ways to work through 
it toward a mutual happily ever after. 

The ease of Tadgell’s journey into book 
illustration sounds like a publishing fairy tale. 
After joining the Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators, an international group 
that helps put authors and artists on the right 
path to getting published, she attended the 
organization’s conference in 1999 for the first 
time. An art director from a publishing house 
critiqued her work and later contacted her 

about working on her first book.
Almost every year since, she has been 

working on a book. Some of them take a 
year to complete—16 works of art on two-
page spreads totaling 32 pages. 

So how does she balance two careers? 
She gets up as early as 5 a.m. to work on 
illustrations, then heads to the full-time 
graphic design job she has held for 17 years. 

For many people getting up that early 
would seem like torture. For Tadgell, it’s 
glorious. She loves beginnings—at home 
and at work.

“I really like concepting, coming up with 
new ideas—the beginning stage. It’s exciting. 
It feels like there are endless possibilities, it 
can go in any direction,” she says. “It’s before 
you have had any feedback from the client. 
They haven’t shot it down yet. It’s interesting. 
I see a parallel with my own artwork because 
that’s the stage I enjoy most when I’m doing 
artwork—the beginning. Anything is possible. 
The book can go in any direction.”

This year, Tadgell was on campus to 
share her enthusiasm with students. Her 
talk was part of the Filene Center’s “Major 
Connections” program in which alums dis-
cuss how their majors led to their careers.

The advice she gave them? “Be smart, 
persevere, don’t give up, do your best—all 
the time.” 

Seems to work for her. Q

Check out Nicole Lee Tadgell’s blog at  
http://nicoletadgell.blogspot.com

Comments?
E-mail us your comments about this 
story at quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
(Subject line: Feedback)

Tadgell’s work has been described as lively and luminous. An illustration from Lucky Beans.

Tadgell enjoys the element of surprise when working with 
watercolor: “It does something different every time.”

http://nicoletadgell.blogspot.com
mailto://quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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This semester for the fourth year, Professor 
of English Samuel Coale will teach a course 
connecting quantum theory and postmodern 
American fiction. Born of his own intellectual 
curiosity and encouraged by the goals of 
Wheaton’s “Connections” curriculum, the class 
has led to a grant, a forthcoming book, and a 
radically new approach using the theories of 
physics to inform critical reading of postmodern 
literature. The backstory of how it all came about 
underscores the ability of “Connections” to 
inspire research, scholarly writing and teaching, 
and spark the intellectual interests of students, 
as well as feed the appetites of knowledge-
seeking professors. Here, Coale takes us on his 
intellectual journey from A to Z.

Quantum 
     leaps

mailto://quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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By Samuel Coale

In my many years of experience as a professor, 
there is nothing like the excitement of a new idea 
or insight—that leap of thought that suddenly 

sends you off in search of new territories and 
discoveries. I’m reminded of that each time 
I prepare to teach “Sex, Lies and Quantum 
Leaps,” and I recall how it all began. 

In 2005, after I finished writing my 
book, Paradigms of Paranoia: The Culture 
of Conspiracy in Contemporary American 
Fiction, which dealt with the fractured, 
fragmented structure and vision of post-
modern novels written by Don DeLillo, 
Thomas Pynchon, Joan Didion and others, 
I drifted into reading books on quantum 
theory written by scientists 

for the general public. The uncertainties 
of such a theory seemed to be mirrored 
in postmodern fiction: could there be a 
connection? I wondered.

For students, conspiracy theory had 
provided a nice way into novels by such 
writers. In one course I asked students 
to go online and discover a conspiracy 
theory, then report it to the class as if 
they were true believers and supporters. 
They then each wrote a paper analyz-
ing the theory, looking for the weird 
leaps and holes in the argument, as they 
searched for inconsistencies and faulty 
assumptions.

I began to recognize that conspiracy 
is a fundamentalist reaction to the con-
temporary world that can appear discon-
nected, shattered, threatening and violent. 
Conspiracy provides the comfort that 
human agency lies behind the mess of 
things, that secret cabals are somehow in 
charge behind the scenes, that someone 
can be blamed for things not working well. 
So conspiracy provides an antidote to our 
postmodern situation—a world of confu-
sion, like finding yourself in a bar that has 
been dressed up as a Hawaiian hut in 
Mumbai while a man plays the theme from 
Star Wars with one finger on a piano in 
waltz rhythm. 

What else contributes to this postmod-

Connecting physics and literature, setting off intellectual fireworks

Nicki Pardo photos
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ern malaise, this confusion? Since science 
is the “meta-narrative” of our age—Einstein 
was named the most important figure of the 
20th century by Time magazine—shouldn’t 
it be influencing our perspective, shaping 
our perceptions and underwriting our way of 
seeing the cosmos around us? Darwin cer-
tainly changed our vision of the world. What 
about Einstein and his cohorts—and the ex-
plosive repercussions of quantum theory that 
erupted in the 1920s and have only recently 
begun to infiltrate the public mind?

There’s an academic angle here, too, of 
course, where research hits the road and 
gets incorporated into our courses. Research 
and teaching are not separate areas; each 
infects the other. Since 2003, when the 
idea of “Connections” became a part of 
Wheaton’s curriculum, every student must 
connect one field to another, such as the 
influence of evolution in Victorian literature 
and the theory of evolution in biology. Take 
a course in Victorian fiction, take a course 
in biology, have the instructors pool their 
resources to find some common ground and 
interpenetrating ideas, and allow the stu-
dents to experience these connections. The 
point is to suggest that the humanities and 
natural sciences (as well as the social sci-
ences) are not enemies, not separate spheres 
cut off from one another like remote planets 
in space, but are involved in similar pursuits 
from different perspectives. Einstein had his 
moments of inspiration; so did Shelley. Their 

vocabularies differ, but the “aha moments” 
seem strangely similar.

So why not quantum theory, physics and 
postmodern fiction? Any connections there? 
There should be, given the world we live in 
as we e-mail and tweet and Facebook and 
YouTube one another, operating in the realm 
of Chatroulette and Skype.

Descent into the quantum realm
So I read on—and on. Dissatisfaction with 

one explanation led me to another. Were 
there really parallel universes out there? Did 
string theory tie all loose ends together? Are 
pions and antineutrinos, quarks and gluons, 
positrons and muons real (supposedly fun-
damental particles, each has an arcane de-
scription that includes spin, mass, the lack of 
mass, color, and such that can be found in 
any list of particle physics, which continues 
to grow), or are these just code names for 
invisible “things?” Do these “things” actu-
ally exist? Are there “things” at all? If matter 
and antimatter create and annihilate each 
other over and over again, are they separate 
“entities” at all? How can we measure such 
things? Is there any difference between a 
particle, a wave and an energy field? And 
if all of this is merely an attempt to illumi-
nate the parts of the universe that we can 
see—dark matter and dark energy lie totally 
outside of this theory and may comprise up 
to 96 percent of the universe altogether—
where does that leave us? 

I discovered that the quantum realm, 
buried deeply in the subatomic strata of 

existence, itself the “matter” of that 
subatomic realm, remains in-

accessible, invisible, in-
definable and, at the 

moment at least, 
unknowable. It 
may be some 
kind of flux or 
flow, a swarm, 
a fog, but none 

of it has ever been 
seen. Scientists can 

trace and track the trails 
of light that, depending on 

how they are measured, can be 

described as waves and/or particles. They 
are both. But how can that be? And what 
does it do to our language with its ability to 
describe logically what cannot be described 
logically?

Nineteenth-century physics clearly sepa-
rated matter (particles in quantum theory) 
from energy (waves of light, electromagne-
tism). In 1905 Einstein proved that light was 
as much a particle as it was a wave. In fact,  
he went on to prove that matter and energy 
were interchangeable, manifestations of the 
same forces and forms at different times and 
in different situations. 

Quantum theorists in their experiments 
could see light either as a particle or a wave, 
depending upon what equipment they used 
to measure it. They were mutually exclusive, 
since they could not be seen simultaneously, 

 

What happens when 

conventional customs and values break  

down—or open up—and leave characters 

stranded in a new “quantized” world of bits and 

pieces, bursts and babblings, coincidences 

and chance encounters?
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but they were mutually inclusive, since both 
described light, and both were right. 

But how could that be? It defied all nor-
mal logic, all cause-and-effect theory, and 
since our language is built logically upon 
cause and effect—a subject, a verb, the 
action upon an object—how could we ever 
get a grip on what was clearly nonrational, 
random and unprecedented?

“Sex, Lies and Quantum Theory”
I pushed on, exhilarated and stupefied. 

Everything at the subatomic level is “quan-
tized,” both particle and wave. Everything 
is fragmented, scattered, disconnected. 
Everything is entangled with everything else. 
Space and time as we conceive of them 
are eradicated. Aha! That is also the case 
in postmodern fiction, which is episodic, 
disconnected, quantized into particles of in-

sights and events. 
Everything is 
random, acciden-
tal. No one can 
predict how, when, 
where or why quan-
tum leaps and transitions 
will occur. They emerge from 
some unseen “foam” out of which 
we, in our language with its grammatical 
rules and regulations, try to create and insist 
upon some kind of understandable form. 
Foam to form: How is this possible?

Where and how does such a quantized 
realm result in the three-dimensional, physi-
cally visible world that we live and roam 
around in? Are there borders? Where does 
the quantum world end and our own rec-
ognizable world begin? But if everything is 
quantized, how can there be a border at all? 
Is there some yet undetected twilight zone?

Because of quantum theory and 
its relation to postmodern fiction, the 
“Connections” curriculum, and the ex-
pressed interest of several students in my 
work, I decided to teach an experimental 
course on quantum theory and postmodern 
fiction. During the fall 2005 semester, the 
students read some theory, then selected 
facets of it to apply to their critical analyses 
of individual novels, after we discussed them 
for several weeks, and drew up charts and 
geometrical shapes and levels and arrows.

The students led discussions on each novel, 
weaving together some aspects of quantum 
theory with the fictional text we had just read. 
How do they compare? Do they compare? 
What specific influences can you detect? 
What happens when conventional customs 
and values break down—or open up—and 
leave characters stranded in a new “quan-
tized” world of bits and pieces, bursts and 
babblings, coincidences and chance encoun-
ters? The students were on their own. There’s 
virtually nothing out there to guide them.

I called the course, “Sex, Lies and 
Quantum Theory,” hoping to attract a few 
students. About 35 showed up—and stayed. 
I had to admit that the “lie” was that there 
was no sex in the course. They still stayed.

During that first heady semester, Professor 

Bill Goldbloom Bloch from the math depart-
ment came into our class to discuss quantum 
theory and give us excellent examples of 
how it might work, using rubber bands and 
his own wit. Professor Timothy Barker joined 
us from astronomy. We decided to have a 
panel discussion along with John Collins 
from the physics department one night in 
a dorm. It was to last an hour. Seventy stu-
dents showed up. 

The discussion lasted nearly three hours 
as we grappled with Einstein’s discovery 
that light was a series of particles, not 
the simple wave previous scientists had 
thought; his theory of relativity and the 
bending of both space and time; Niels 
Bohr’s idea that waves and particles, 
though never visible at the same time, 
complemented one another; Werner 
Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle, in 
which you cannot measure a particle’s 
position and velocity at the same time. 
Measure one, and the other’s lost. Each 
incident is discrete, indivisible and ir-
reducible.

Only statistical probabilities can tell us 
where a particle will eventually end up. In 
the face of such weird concepts, classi-
cal, three-dimensional physics falls apart, 
language collapses into strange metaphors 
in trying to imagine and make visible what 
isn’t. Cause and effect don’t operate in 
quantum theory, but they must in the lan-
guage and logic we use to try to explain it.

Nobody has ever seen a moving quan-
tum object, only the trail and track it leaves 
as it leaps from one stationary state to 
another as atoms randomly emit radiation. 
We can track the trail but never see the 
object. So then “electrons” and “protons” 
and “neutrons” are all metaphors, images 
that we’ve created as if we had really seen 

 

Traditional linear plots, 

chronological and straightforward 

as created in most 19th-century novels, no 

longer mirror the world as we are coming 

to experience it.
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them. They become a kind of poetry, 
images of particle physics, creating 
an unfathomable chasm between the 
world that we know and the quantum 
world that we don’t. And if we can 
create by means of high-velocity col-
lisions a new “particle” that doesn’t 
exist in nature and only lasts two-
millionths of a second, is it really a 
“particle” at all?

Postmodern fiction wrestles with 
the unknowability of other people 
and of ourselves. Human motive 
becomes a quantum realm, a blur, 
invisible and inaccessible. Traditional 
linear plots, chronological and 
straightforward as created in most 
19th-century novels, no longer mir-
ror the world as we are coming to 
experience it. We can find no origin, 
no essence, no foundation, for everything 
happens by chance and is volatile and 
suddenly changeable. The self becomes an 
unstable and vaporous thing, as identity 
becomes a kind of crapshoot, an ongoing, 
percolating process and performance that 
can shift at any time into some other mode 
or dynamic. A radical skepticism questions 
all things, all structures, all the codes that 
we live by. We become entangled but not 
enlightened.

Take a look at the opening sentences of 
DeLillo’s The Body Artist, which is about a 
young woman’s grief after the suicide of her 
film-director husband: 

 “Time seems to pass. The world hap-
pens, unrolling into moments… . There is a 
quickness of light... and streaks of running 
luster…”

Here is a “quantized” style, moments 
broken down into particles of percep-
tion before the story even starts. Only to 
humans does time seem to pass. It’s our 
psychological perception of it that makes 
it seem that way. “The world happens”: 
where had I heard that before? It was a 
physicist’s remark. Things just happen 
without cause and effect, by chance, ran-
domly. DeLillo seems to be zeroing in on 
a particular present moment in time before 
anything, including narration, can unroll 
into moments and begin a tale.

Mellon, Texas and Joyce Carol Oates
At a workshop about faculty grants, 

Professor of Sociology Kersti Yllo suggested 
I apply for a stipend from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation. I’d read in The New 
Yorker that DeLillo had sold his notes and 
manuscripts to the Harry Ransom Center at 
the University of Texas in Austin. I called the 
center. “Come on down,” they suggested. So 
I got the Mellon Summer Research Award: 
“A New Initiative to Transform Teaching and 
Research,” flew to Texas—and discovered 
several of DeLillo’s notebooks in which he, 
too, was grappling with quantum theory 
as a basis for his novels, Underworld and 
The Body Artist. Pay dirt! Eureka! There 
were his interpretations of and quotations 
from articles on Einstein, Bohr, Heisenberg, 
Schrodinger and others.

I wrote an article on Joyce Carol Oates, 
“Psychic Visions and Quantum Physics: 
Oates’s Big Bang as the Limits of Language,” 
from the point of view of quantum theory 
that was published in Studies in the Novel 
(Winter 2006). This provided a perfect place 
to go public with the connection. Oates 
e-mailed me: “What a brilliant, fascinating 
essay you have written on my novels… . I 
have been interested in the themes you elu-
cidate and I am particularly grateful that any 
reader/critic has taken the time to examine 
the style of my fiction.” I wanted to print 
T-shirts with her response writ large! But 

instead I began to write a book tenta-
tively titled Quirks of the Quantum: 
Postmodernism and Contemporary 
American Fiction. The first draft of the 
book is now intact.

Such research—obsession?—
spilled over directly into my course, 
“Quantum Theory and Contemporary 
American Fiction.” It has now be-
come English 346 (“Contemporary 
American Fiction: Quirks, Quarks 
and Quests, or Sex, Lies and 
Quantum Leaps”) and has been 
connected to Physics 225 (“Modern 
Physics”) and Astronomy 130 (“The 
Universe”). Physics majors turned up 
in the class: they knew the equations. 
I certainly don’t—but had never 
stepped back to consider the theory 
behind and within them. Students lit 

up like lightning bugs. Most of their papers 
were so good I copied them to use in a 
special section in the forthcoming book, so 
their research will complement mine and 
at times perceptively contradict it.

I thought: why not try it as a first-year 
writing course? Would it work? It did, this 
last semester in English 101 (“Writing About 
Postmodern Fiction”). The students ate it up, 
pushing themselves beyond the usual as-
sumptions and conventional perspectives. 

So what started as a problem to solve on 
my part turned into an ongoing research 
project, which continues, that led to an 
experimental course in American fiction, 
which led to a Connection in the Wheaton 
curriculum once the course became 
permanently established, which led to a 
manuscript (which already publishers are 
nibbling at) and which filtered down to the 
first-year level, where it still packs a philo-
sophical and metaphysical punch. 

You never know where research will take 
you or how it will work its way into your 
courses and your students’ own research 
and writing, but it does, keeping both stu-
dents and instructors on their toes, exploring 
things together, in cahoots with one another. 
This may be one of the essential glories of 
the small liberal arts college. Not only do we 
think about doing it, we do it. And then we 
do it again.

mailto://quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Bohr, the Nobel Prize–winning Danish 
physicist who was one of the founders of 
quantum theory, concluded that “those 
who are not shocked when they first come 
across quantum theory cannot possibly 
have understood it.” Philip Kuberski, an 
associate professor of English at Wake 
Forest University, suggested that “the 
discrepancies between perceived real-
ity and scientific knowledge had become 
irreconcilable except through a radical 
reconceptualization of the whole enterprise 

of representation.” N. Katherine Hayles, 
a professor in the program in literature at 
Duke University, would agree. “Quantum 
theory… has helped create postmodern 
consciousness… . Postmodern texts by such 
writers as Pynchon… and DeLillo finally do 

alter our culture’s relationship to reality,” 
she wrote in The Cosmic Web.

Way to go, N. Katherine. And the way 
for Wheaton students to go as well. Watch 
out for them sly, spinning quarks; they’ll 
derail you every time! Q
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Postmodern fiction: Novels by 
such writers as Don DeLillo, 
Thomas Pynchon, Joan Didion 
and others that deconstruct and 
fragment normal linear narra-
tives, create styles and episodes 
that appear scattered and 
disconnected, and try to reflect 
the confusion, disconnections 
and disruptions experienced in 
contemporary times. 

Quantum theory: The philosophi-
cal basis for quantum physics, 
which explores the subatomic 
world, where everything, both 
matter and energy, exists in the 
form of little packets or quanta, 
and therefore are ultimately one 
and the same. It is based on 
the discovery that light exists 
both as particles and as waves, 
depending upon how these are 
measured. Quantum mechanics, 
on the other hand, deals with 
actual mathematical formulae 
and experiments.

Meta-narrative: An ultimate narra-
tive that underlies all others, such 
as the narrative of progress and 
self-reliance in American culture. 
Darwin’s evolution, for example, 
can be considered such a “mas-
ter” narrative that appears as the 
major trajectory in the fiction of 
such writers as Theodore Dreiser, 
Frank Norris and others.

String theory: A theory uniting 
both particles and waves as 
different facets of strings, depend-
ing on how they are viewed. No 
physical proof yet exists.

“Quantized”: A word coined 
by Samuel Coale to describe 
the reduction of style to 
several separate moments and 
the fragmentation and episodic 
nature of the structure of much 
postmodern fiction.

Sam Coale is an English professor whose main interests are American literature, particularly 
contemporary and pre–Civil War, and contemporary American culture and society. He frequently 
writes book reviews and has published several books, including The Mystery of Mysteries: Cul-
tural Differences and Designs (2000), and Mesmerism and Hawthorne: Mediums of American 
Romance (1998). He is currently writing a book about critics of Hawthorne from 1840 to 2005, 
The Entanglements of Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Quirks of the Quantum.

Reading list
Do you want to catch up on your quantum theory 
and postmodern fiction? Here’s Samuel Coale’s 
suggested reading list:

Don DeLillo. The Body Artist (Scribner’s, 2001); 
Underworld (Scribner’s, 1997).

Timothy Ferris. The Whole Shebang: A State-of-the-
Universe(s) Report  (Simon and Schuster, 1997).

Kenneth W. Ford. The Quantum World  (Harvard University 
Press, 2004).

N. Katherine Hayles. Chaos and Order: Complex Dynamics 
in Literature and Science (The University of Chicago Press, 
1991); The Cosmic Web: Scientific Field Models and Literary 
Strategies in the Twentieth Century (Cornell University Press, 
1984).

Werner Heisenberg. Physics and Philosophy: The Revolution in 
Modern Science  (Harper Perennial, 1958).

Philip Kuberski. Chaosmos: Literature, Science and Theory (State 
University of New York Press, 1994).

Manjit Kumar. Quantum: Einstein, Bohr, and the Great Debate About 
the Nature of Reality (Norton, 2010).

Robert Laughlin. A Different Universe: Reinventing Physics from the 
Bottom Down (Basic Books, 2005).

David Lindley. Uncertainty: Einstein, Heisenberg, Bohr, and the Struggle for the Soul of Science  (Doubleday, 2007).
Robert Oerter. The Theory of Almost Everything: The Standard Model, the Unsung Triumph of Modern Physics  (Pi Press, 2006). 

Glossary of terms:
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Colleen Cavanaugh delivers 
babies and ballets

By Ted Nesi ’07

Last spring, when Colleen Cavanaugh ’76 was 
choreographing an adaptation of Pippi Longstocking 
for the professional dance company Festival Ballet 
Providence in Rhode Island, she would sometimes 
arrive just as rehearsal began dressed in scrubs, the 
pajama-like outfits worn by doctors and nurses.

Although the loose-fitting scrubs made 
it easy to move during a dance rehearsal, 
Cavanaugh had a more practical reason 
for wearing them: she was coming straight 
from her job as a practicing obstetrician-
gynecologist.

It’s all in a day’s work for Cavanaugh, 
who has followed what must be among the 
most unusual career paths ever taken by a 
Wheaton alumna—first as a professional 
dancer in New York and Europe, then an Ivy 
League–educated doctor, and now a prolific 
local choreographer.

Cavanaugh sees some commonalities 
between her two roles. Both require listen-
ing to and interacting with people, while 
maintaining a clear vision and focus. Both 
involve intuition, an understanding of how 
the human body works, and a connection 
between the mental and the physical.

Asked during a recent interview whether 
she could have limited herself to one of 
her two passions, Cavanaugh shook her 
head. “I can’t imagine if I hadn’t done one 
or the other,” she said. “I really need to do 
them both.”

The dancing doctor

Indeed, in recent years Cavanaugh has 
connected them more explicitly, creating 
ballets that integrate art and health by exam-
ining subjects such as teen pregnancy and 
domestic violence. Before doing the light-
hearted children’s ballet Pippi Longstocking, 
her most recent work for Festival Ballet was 
Legacy of Loss, a dance work that featured 
narrators providing information about breast 
cancer.

Mark Harootian, a Festival Ballet dancer 
who appeared in Legacy of Loss and has 
worked with Cavanaugh frequently, said the 
subject’s importance to the choreographer 
came through during rehearsals. 

“She was very passionate and serious, 
very sincere, about spreading the word 
about cancer,” he said. “It was quite satisfy-
ing for me as a dancer to be a part of the 
process of her creating a dance that shared 
her insights.”

Cavanaugh was gratified by the impact of 
Legacy of Loss, too—one of the dancers got 
tested for the breast cancer gene BRCA and 
found out that she is positive for the heredi-
tary trait that increases the risk of developing 

Photos by Nicki Pardo
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cancer. Genetic counselors who attended 
the performance encouraged Cavanaugh to 
offer the piece to a wider audience.

First steps
Cavanaugh grew up in Cranston, R.I., a 

suburb of Providence, and made her danc-
ing debut with The State Ballet of Rhode 
Island at age 4. She was encouraged to take 
it up by her father, a pianist, who died when 
she was 6.

Although in some ways not a natural 
performer—in person, Cavanaugh is quiet 
and somewhat reserved—she loved dance 
from the start. “To move—it’s just natural to 
me. My body’s been trained that way,” she 
said. “It’s almost like flying, that freedom.”

Still, when she was growing up 
Cavanaugh did not devote much thought to 
pursuing dance as a career. “I loved doing 
it, but there were other things I loved to do,” 
she said. “It wasn’t an aspiration.”

Leaps and bounds
Though Cavanaugh was not a star student 

in high school (“I was kind of a mediocre 
kid,” she recalled with a chuckle), her 
mother encouraged her to attend Wheaton 
because of its strong reputation and proxim-
ity to Rhode Island. The experience trans-
formed her.

“I was put in this beautiful environment 
with beautiful professors, good classes, 
and all of a sudden I became interested in 
things,” Cavanaugh said. She majored in art 
history, drawn to its beauty and the way it 
provided a window on the wider world.

“I think the academics [at Wheaton] woke 
up my intellectual curiosity, and then art 
history woke up this sense of me wanting to 
explore art more,” she said. “I felt like I was 
such a late bloomer. It wasn’t really until col-
lege that I started to think about what I really 
wanted to do.”

While at Wheaton, Cavanaugh participat-
ed in the dance club and continued to dance 
in Providence. She realized she wanted 
to dance professionally during her final 
semester, which she spent at Connecticut 
College, with Wheaton’s permission. She 
danced constantly and made connections in 
preparation for her move to New York City 

after graduation from Wheaton.
There, she studied with the famed Juilliard 

teacher Alfredo Corvino, who she said 
“approached dance almost as physics.” 
She went on to spend a decade performing 
ballet and modern dance with companies 
in New York and Europe. The New York 
Times praised one of her performances as 
“virtuosic,” and described another piece as 
“a sprightly exhibitionistic solo, danced very 
well by Miss Cavanaugh.”

Still, dancers’ careers are usually limited 
in duration, as age takes its toll. Moreover, 
by the mid-1980s Cavanaugh found herself 
growing restless with dance and considering 
what she could do next. “It wasn’t enough 
for me at that point,” she said. “I needed to 
do something else.”

A turning point
Although she had not taken any science 

classes at Wheaton, she found herself fasci-

Dr. Colleen Cavanaugh consults with a patient during an exam.
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nated by biology after studying it at Hunter 
College in New York. She stopped dancing 
and got a job as a research assistant at New 
York’s Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center, where she worked for two years.

In medicine, Cavanaugh found a new 
passion: “It’s not art, but in a way it is,” she 
said. She enrolled at Brown University’s 
Warren Alpert Medical School, choosing 
obstetrics and gynecology for its combina-
tion of medicine and surgery and for the 
opportunity it offered to work with patients 
in each stage of life.

Cavanaugh “was an excellent student,” 
recalled Dr. Donald Coustan, one of her 
teachers and the recently retired chair of the 
OB/GYN department at Brown.

Cavanaugh’s path from dance to medi-
cine was a unique one, he said, but she 
didn’t make a big deal out of it. In fact, she 
was surprised when Coustan suggested she 
should include some of her old press clip-
pings when applying for her residency as a 
way to stand out. 

“She didn’t want to brag and blow her 
own horn,” he said. (Later, Cavanaugh 
would choreograph a dance in tribute to 
Coustan that was performed at his retire-
ment party.)

Yet during her residency at Women & 
Infants Hospital in Providence, Cavanaugh 
found herself drawn to dance again—this 
time as a choreographer. It was a vital 
escape from the stresses of her new career 
as a doctor. “I always needed that balance,” 
she said.

Her energy impressed Coustan. 
“Residency in OB/GYN is very grueling and 
time consuming—it’s one of the tougher 
residencies,” he said. “Yet she 
was able to continue organiz-
ing dance recitals. In fact, she 
sewed costumes for the dance re-
citals for others while a resident.” 
(True, Cavanaugh said: “If there 
was no one in labor, I would sew 
costumes there sometimes.”)

Today Cavanaugh, who has two 
teenage children, works as an OB/
GYN both in private practice and at 
Women & Infants, a top teaching and 

research institution. She is also a clinical 
assistant professor of obstetrics and gynecol-
ogy at Brown, specializing in adolescent 
gynecology and menopause.

She spends most days in the office, arriv-
ing between 7:30 or 8 a.m. and staying until 
5 or 5:30 p.m. Three or four times a month 
she is on call at Women & Infants for 24 
hours, delivering babies in the middle of the 
night, operating on patients and sleeping at 
the hospital. “The rewards are incredible,” 
she said, “but it can be extremely stressful 
and exhausting.”

Since finishing her residency in 1993, 
she has continued to spread her wings as a 
choreographer while practicing medicine. 
Her dances have ranged from short solos to 
full-length ballets, set to the music of every-
one from Samuel Barber and Igor Stravinsky 
to Billie Holiday and Ani DiFranco. She even 
found time to run her own contemporary 
ballet company for four years.

Cavanaugh has now racked up a long list 
of accomplishments as a choreographer, 
creating dances for Wheaton, Rhode Island 
College and Providence College, presenting 
works in New York, Belgium and Italy, and 
twice receiving choreography fellowships 
from the Rhode Island State Council on the 
Arts. The council’s judges recently praised 
her works as “musical and original,” with 
“exquisite form and flow.”

Cheryl Mrozowski, chair of 
Wheaton’s Department of Theatre 
and Dance Studies, met 

Cavanaugh more than a decade ago through 
dance circles, and eventually invited her to 
choreograph at the college—not knowing 
she was an alumna. “I just liked her stuff!” 
Mrozowski said.

“Colleen is a very innovative choreogra-
pher,” and her hallmark is “very beautiful 
movement,” she continued. “She often sees 
complex rhythmic patterns in music, and 
weaves them into the dance.”

Mrozowski plans to bring Cavanaugh back 
to campus this fall to set an original dance 
for the Wheaton Dance Company. “She’s a 
very intelligent woman,” Mrozowski said. “I 
admire the fact that she manages to do it all.”

That raises the question: how does Dr. 
Colleen Cavanaugh do it all?

“I worked—really hard,” she said simply. 
“I still do.”

And Cavanaugh has advice for young peo-
ple embarking on their own careers who find 
themselves torn between two passions. “Do 
both,” she said. “If you love both of them, I 
think you should definitely do both—because 
you’ll have it your whole life.” Q

Ted Nesi ’07, an award-winning journalist, is a 
digital reporter for WPRI-TV and FOX Provi-
dence at LIN Media.
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Reunion 
and Commencement weekend

By the numbers:

76 Members of the Class of 1960 who attended 
Reunion 2010

537* Alums who registered for Reunion 2010

7
Countries represented at Reunion: Sweden, 
Canada, the UK, France, Russia, Mexico and 
Israel

27 States represented

5 Tents set up

66 Catered events

572 Balloons

* Many more alums attended Reunion but didn’t register in advance. 

Photos by Nicki Pardo
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Bohemian rhapsody
Life’s side streets often lead to the most compelling destinations. 
Carolyn Harris ’91 was a cash-strapped editorial assistant when she 
visited the Czech Republic in 1993, attracted by the international 
buzz and the country’s affordability. Her stop in the medieval village 

of Cesky Krumlov, about 100 miles south of 
Prague, was meant to last two days. But the 
brief visit became a lifetime sojourn when she 
fell in love with the town and with a Canadian 
artist who had just opened a hostel by the river. 

Harris found a job teaching English at 
a nearby university and moved into the 
500-year-old house with Cal Zukowski, 
whom she soon married. Their hostel business 
boomed, and the couple purchased and re-
stored two more ancient houses, naming their 
new hostel Krumlov House. The original hostel 
is now the home of the Zukowskis and their 
sons, Aidan (13) and Max (8). 

A fairy-tale river town, complete with 
cobblestone streets and a towering castle, might 
just be the ideal setting for a writer, and it has 
certainly inspired Carolyn Harris Zukowski, 
who studied English and creative writing at 
Wheaton. In 2008, she decided to merge her 

love of “words and wanderlust” by creating an online literary journal. 
The Literary Bohemian, which published its ninth issue in May 2010, 
features poetry, reviews, travelogues and “postcard prose.” 

Zukowski recognized a real need for the 
publication. “I write a lot of travel-related po-
etry and prose,” she said, “and I couldn’t find 
a good market for my type of writing. I knew 
other people wrote in a similar fashion, so I 
wanted to create a literary, noncommercial, 
eye-catching and academically irreverent 
venue for this type of work.”

As the submission guidelines state, the 
journal is “the final destination for first-
class, travel-inspired writing that transports 
the reader, non-stop, to Elsewhere.“ 

Though its medium is thoroughly modern, 
the design of The Literary Bohemian radiates 
retro charm, incorporating nostalgic illustra-
tions and images of yellowed luggage tags 
and faded ticket stubs. 

The site receives 10,000 hits per month and 
has won numerous design and editorial acco-

lades, including three 2010 “Best of the Web” 
awards from Dzanc Books, which produces 
an annual print anthology of web writing. 

One of those awards went to poet Sue 
Standing, professor of English at Wheaton 
and a contributor to The Literary Bohemian’s 
premier issue (November 2008). Her poem 
“Journey: Aigues Mortes” won a Dzanc honor. 

“I was really pleased when Carolyn asked 
me to submit some poems to her journal, 
and even more pleased when she decided 
to publish four of my new poems,” said 
Standing. “Carolyn had long felt like a friend 
and colleague, but that was a fun turnabout, 
when she was evaluating my work.”

Standing was the advisor for Zukowski’s 
senior thesis at Wheaton, a collection of 
poems called Bodyprints. The two have kept 
in touch, and they reconnected in 2009 
when Standing visited her friend in Cesky 
Krumlov.

Zukowski discovered Wheaton when, as 
a high school junior, she took a solo driv-
ing tour of northeast colleges. When she 

stopped at Wheaton, “it was another case 
of love at first sight,” she said. She bumped 
into then President Alice Emerson, who gave 
her a personal tour of the campus. 

“That personal approach sold me, and I 
didn’t bother to apply to any other colleg-
es. I totally loved my Wheaton education,” 
she said. 

In September 2010, The Literary 
Bohemian will publish an issue devoted to 
the work of high school, college and gradu-
ate students. One of Standing’s students, 
Keith (“Max”) Enos ’12, helped produce 
it. Enos served as a summer fellow at the 
journal—reading submissions, managing the 
journal’s Facebook and Twitter sites, writing 
book reviews and more.

“My passion is creative writing, and it’s 
hard to imagine a better summer experi-
ence for a young writer,“ says Enos, who is 
majoring in English with a concentration in 
writing. His trip to the Czech Republic is his 
first foray outside of North America.  Q

—Hannah Benoit

“I write a lot of 

travel-related 

poetry and prose 

.… I knew other 

people wrote in 

a similar fashion, 

so I wanted to 

create a literary, 

noncommercial, 

eye-catching and 

academically 

irreverent 

venue.”

Carolyn Harris  
Zukowski ’91

Zukowski encourages members of the Wheaton 
community to submit their work for consideration. 
Submission guidelines are posted on the maga-
zine’s website (literarybohemian.com)

http://literarybohemian.com
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Alumnae/i board candidates
After extensive research, the nominating committee has selected the following candidates 
for the Alumnae/i Association Board of Directors. Elections will be held at Homecoming 
on October 16. In accordance with the bylaws of the Alumnae/i Association, additional 
nominations may be made for positions other than alumna/alumnus trustee. Nominations 
must be submitted in writing at least two weeks before Homecoming. Nominations should 
include relevant information about the candidate, written consent from the nominee, along 
with at least 30 signatures from alumnae/i representing no fewer than three classes. 

—Scott Hesser ’01, S’01, nominating chair

Laura Blanchard ’08 Director-at-large
Laura Blanchard is the 
alumni and develop-
ment officer at Boston 
University’s Metropolitan 
College, and recently 
received her M.Ed. in 
Educational Leadership 

from BU. Her experience while a student 
at Wheaton included a leadership role in 
BACCHUS, and working in Student Financial 
Services and the Admission Office. She spear-
headed the first Student/Alumnae/i Association 
and initiated a program to bring alums into 
the First Year Seminars. She has served as class 
gift co-chair and helped achieve 90 percent 
participation. She recently was elected class 
president. Blanchard is currently a Filene 
Center volunteer and a member of the Greater 
Boston Wheaton Club Committee, where she 
has organized several young alumnae/i events.

Rebecca (“Becky”) Burtt Callow ’73 
National Wheaton Fund 
co-chair
Rebecca Callow co-
authored the book 
The College Selection 
Compass: Helping 
Families Navigate a 

Difficult Course, about how parents can be 
helpful to their children in the college admis-
sion process. Since retiring from a 40-year 
career in primary and secondary educa-
tion, she has written two children’s books, 
Anthony’s Gift and The Marble. She is serving 
a second term on Wheaton’s President’s 
Commission, and has been a class gift chair 
for the past nine years. 

Scott St. Onge ’99 
National Wheaton Fund 
co-chair
Scott St. Onge is a 
director at Washington 
Capital Management, a 
Washington, D.C.-based 
political and business 

development and public affairs consulting 
firm, with an emphasis on strategic rela-
tionships, fundraising, long-term strategic 
positioning, and political branding. Prior to 
joining Washington Capital Management, 
he was with the Democratic Legislative 
Campaign Committee and the Democratic 
National Committee. While living in Boston, 
he was a credit counselor with Consumer 
Credit Counseling Service of Southern New 
England. A former rugby player, he cur-
rently is vice chair of the Wheaton Men’s 
Rugby Alumni Union, which he founded 
with several fellow rugby players to support 
undergraduates as mentors. The union also 
has established an endowed fund. 

Austin Simko ’09 Director-at-large
Austin Simko is the 
director of public policy 
at the Massachusetts 
Slow Growth Initiative, a 
nonprofit that advocates 
for sustainable energy, 
fiscal, and land use policy. 

While at Wheaton, he served as president of 
the Student Government Association; helped 
to organize an energy conservation contest in 
Wheaton’s residence halls; and wrote a biweek-
ly column for The Wire. He was a student panel-
ist at the April 2009 meeting of the President’s 
Commission on the topic of “Perspectives on 
Sustainability.” An inductee into Phi Beta Kappa, 
he graduated summa cum laude. He was also 
a member of the Gentlemen Callers, as well as 
the Wheaton Chorale and Chamber Singers. He 
plans to attend law school this fall.

Kerin Stackpole ’84 Alumnae/i trustee 
Kerin Stackpole is a 
partner at the Burlington, 
Vt., law firm of Bergeron, 
Paradis & Fitzpatrick, LLP, 
where her practice areas 
include employment law, 
business counseling, and 

general civil litigation. In addition to practic-
ing law, she has taught at the law schools of 
Catholic University of America and American 
University, and has been an adjunct fac-
ulty member at the University of Vermont 
and Champlain College. She has lectured 
at Georgetown University’s law school. 
Stackpole also regularly designs and presents 
training programs for businesses and manage-
ment personnel on employment law issues. 
In 2009 and 2010, she was recognized as 
one of Vermont’s top labor and employment 
attorneys by Chambers & Partners (USA). In 
the past, she has served as class president, 
Alumnae/i Association president for a three-
year term, class fund agent, and Reunion gift 
chair. Currently, she is an APAC volunteer 
and frequently comes to Wheaton to speak 
with students on various legal issues.

Ebony Williams ’08 LGBTA chair
For the past two years, 
Ebony Williams has been 
the program coordinator 
for intercultural learning 
at the Marshall Center 
at Wheaton. She has coor-
dinated campus-based 

programming focusing on gender issues 
and women, and assisted with the Marshall 
Center’s general multicultural and academic 
programs. She also has supported the center’s 
operations by organizing and facilitating di-
versity trainings and helping with intercultural 
orientation. As a student, Williams was a pre-
ceptor and president of The Alliance. She was 
a Posse Scholar, and as an undergraduate was 
awarded the Ujima Award for demonstrated 
dedication to the advancement of multicul-
turalism through campus commitment. This 
fall she plans to go to graduate school at the 
California Institute of the Arts in Los Angeles. 
She will be in the critical studies/writing pro-
gram, working her way toward an M.F.A.

mailto:// quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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The Seagulls Call My Name
By Sam Kestenbaum ’09

(After graduating from Wheaton in May 
2009, Sam Kestenbaum headed back to his 
hometown, Deer Isle, Maine, to work on a 
lobster boat. This is the tale of that summer.)

Onboard the boat, the seagulls call my 
name. They call my name all day. To them I 
am a legend, a source of sustenance, their 
very survival hinges on me. Emptying old 
bait from the traps, I dump small bags of 
herring off the side of the boat. The water 
sloshes and splashes; the seagulls cry and 
descend on the old, soft bait—it’s lunchtime.

There are thirty, maybe forty seagulls that 
follow our commercial fishing boat through 
the day. They hover around us as we haul 
through our gear—as we gaff buoys, pull 
rope through the hydraulic winch, pick 
traps, measure lobsters, toss crabs and 
jellyfish back into the ocean. The seagulls 
perch on the bow of the boat or float on the 
water, moving with our wake. They wait. 
They wait for their breakfast; they wait for 
their lunch and dinner—that moment when 
I empty the old knit bags of bait overboard. 
They scream my name.

At this point in the season we haven’t 
begun to catch many lobsters, meaning we 
aren’t making any profit. But I say to myself,  
“at least we’re feeding the wildlife.” The 
gulls squawk and laugh.

“We’ll get ’em eventually.” My captain 
looks back at me, smiling regretfully from 
the cabin of our lobster boat. It’s our first 
day hauling through our gear—checking 
for lobsters, replacing the bait and maybe 
shifting traps to another area if we aren’t 
catching anything. We’re constantly on the 
search for where the lobsters are trapping; 
maybe they’re in the mud, maybe they’re in 
the boulders.

“It’s still early in the season,” my captain 
says. It’s a messy day on the water. An east-
erly wind blows hard through the islands and 
the water is choppy. I slip and slide on the 
soggy deck as seawater sprays over the side 
of the boat, soaking the rubber floor mats.

We rock back and forth and I grip a pair 
of wire traps in my hands, holding tight 
so as not to let them slide over the railing. 
Inside the traps there are lobsters of many 
shapes and sizes, in all of their stages of life. 
There are baby lobsters, which are too small 
to sell; egg-bearing females, which cannot 
be sold; old, hard, barnacled lobsters, which 
have not yet shed their winter exoskeleton; 
soft, soft lobsters, which have just shed their 
winter exoskeleton; battle-scarred lobsters 
with misshapen claws or with no claws at 
all. And every once in a while I see that 
which we seek: a big, beautiful lobster, a 
keeper, a counter.

I shackle the lobsters that we keep with 
rubber bands, one around each claw and 
toss them in a barrel onboard. At the end of 
the day, tied to the dock onshore, I drain the 
barrel and toss the lobsters into a crate that 
will be weighed and sold. The workers at the 
lobster-selling dock watch me unload the 
catch and make conversation.

“Kind of rough out there today, isn’t it? 
That’s quite the wind,” one man says. A 

cigarette is dangling from his bottom lip 
and his eyes are squinted at the horizon. 
“You guys want anything to drink? Soda? 
Beer?” Sitting on the dock is a cooler full of 
Budweiser and Bud Lite. 

As we walk onshore I notice a massive 
ship unloading hundreds of pounds of 
freshly caught herring—this will be the next 
few weeks’ worth of bait for the fishing fleet. 
There is a thick layer of herring scales on the 
water around the boat and some fish have 
spilled onto the pier. I thought I was a kind 
of legend to those seagulls on the water; I 
was mistaken. I was a minor character in 
the saga, a cameo in the epic. This ship is a 
legend—stories will be told about this ship 
by the gulls, myths will be created, songs 
sung. This is revelation; this is their Mt. 
Sinai. Hundreds of gulls circle the vessel, 
calling her name. Q

Kestenbaum, a music major, is living in Beijing 
and working as the senior editor at a bimonthly 
magazine, The World of Chinese. He is also 
studying Mandarin. View photos of his lobster 
boat experience at wheatoncollege.edu/
blog/2010/sam-kestenbaum/.
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