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BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

BETWEEN  THE LinEs

Priceless
Two words that can make my pulse 
race: Yard sale. (Häagen-Dazs is one 
word, right?)

There is nothing like the thrill of 
the hunt for a bargain. This year, I got 
that thrill right here on campus in the 
Clark Recreation Center at the annual 
Wheaton-sponsored community yard sale. 

The annual trek home by students means 
making decisions about what will be 
packed up and schlepped back and what 
will be left behind to be tossed into the 
trash. (When the car is brimming with stuff, 
suddenly there is not one inch left for those 
red glitter-covered stilettos that now seem 
so last year.) Instead of letting perfectly 
good items go to waste and eventually end 
up in landfills, the Wheaton community 
collects them, holds a yard sale, and do-
nates the money to local charities. 

This year the Herculean effort, titled “Give 
and Go,” was led by the offices of Service, 
Spirituality and Social Responsibility (SSSR), 
and Residential Life. The biggest champions 
here were Dean Vereene Parnell, SSSR ad-
ministrative assistant Patricia Rezendes and 
Residential Life area coordinator Courtney 

Ruggles. They led the charge and carried 
the heavy load (literally and figuratively) 
of pulling it all together, with the help of a 
volunteer crew that included Norton High 
School students, parents and teachers, and 
Wheaton faculty, staff and students (espe-
cially student coordinators Pagna Eam ’13 
and Marijose Vila ’13). 

Using a 17-foot truck, packed to the brim 
and unloaded six to eight times over three 
weeks, they filled Clark Recreation Center 
with perfectly good refrigerators (more than 
20), furniture, lamps, dishes, books, bedding, 
shoes (including red glitter-covered stilettos), 
pounds of clothing, and so much more. And 
they didn’t just dump the stuff on the floor or 
on tables; they carefully organized it to look 
like a department store and even “staged” ar-
eas to make the goods more appealing. (Think 
Pottery Barn.)

All the work paid off. They made 
$3,788.50 to donate to the Norton 
public schools. And several local 
charities benefited from the left-
overs—Goodwill, American Red 
Cross, Big Brothers Big Sisters, Planet 
Aid. And they contributed to our 

continued sustainability efforts by sparing the 
environment.

A very exhausted Dean Vereene was 
asked afterward, was it worth it? “We will 
definitely do it again,” she said. “From my 
personal perspective, if we can continue to 
bring together Wheaton students, faculty 
and staff and Norton community members 
of all ages to benefit our shared neighbor-
hood, it will definitely be worth the effort.”

God, I love this place!
This issue of the Quarterly is filled with 

other reasons why I love Wheaton—stu-
dents who are following their passions; won-
derful professors—like Jonathan Brumberg-
Kraus—who are engaged in intriguing 
research, and alums whose careers seem to 
take them to such interesting places, includ-
ing underwater. 

Enjoy. Q

Nice surprise
I thoroughly enjoyed reading the 
most recent issue of the Quarterly.  
I was pleasantly surprised to see 
Onyedikachi [“Kachi”] Udeoji ’12 
featured in “A minute with....” Kachi 
is a good friend of my daughter, Kara 
Fierro ’12, and has visited our home 
on several occasions since freshman 
year. I like to think we have been a 
“home away from home” to Kachi 
when he misses his native Nigeria! I 
also enjoyed the article on the cryptol-
ogists on the Wheaton campus during 
the war. Thanks for keeping Wheaton 
parents connected to campus through 
the magazine.

—Amy Fierro P’12

Good cover to cover
I graduated from Wheaton in 
1967. This is the first time in a long 
time that I’ve read the Quarterly 
from cover to cover! I know it was 
impressive when we were there, but 
not nearly as impressive as it has be-
come! From President Crutcher’s talk 
about the opening of the new Mars 
Center to Rebecca Sieburth’s [Class 
of 2011] interests in medicine and 
art to Professor Evans’s collaborating 
with NASA to the article “Gaining 
perspective” by Professor Gail Sahar, 
the spring issue was captivating. I 
found particularly fascinating the 
article “Code breakers: The secret 
service” by Zephorene Stickney. I 

missed that era, luckily, but I found 
the article utterly fascinating. 

I want to thank you for putting 
out such a wonderful Quarterly, 
Sandy, Hannah, Lisa, David and 
Barbara. The whole thing was mar-
velous!

—Sarah “Sally” Walker ’67 

Interesting spring issue
I just want to say that I really enjoyed 
the spring Quarterly, with all the dif-
ferent articles and information. I have 
always enjoyed the issues, but this 
one was much more interesting. Keep 
up the good work!

—Hilary Thomson Kenyon ’57 

What’s on 
your mind?
The Quarterly welcomes letters 
to the editor on topics you’ve 
read in these pages or on other 
topics concerning the Wheaton 
community. Please address your 
letters to: 

Sandy Coleman, editor,  
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College  
26 E. Main St.  
Norton, MA 02766

You can also e-mail us:  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

Stay connected:

LETTERs

Omission: In the summer Quarterly, we ran an obituary for Elizabeth Stoffregen 
May, a pioneering Wheaton leader and noted economist, who died in March. 
However, we neglected to mention that Susan Athey ’72 is one of her nieces. 

MORE LETTERS
We received letters on the code-
breaking challenge, Gail Sahar’s essay 
on Palestine, and more. >>
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For(e) sight
Faculty members may still be unpacking, but the Mars 
Center for Science and Technology is officially open. it 
is a glorious building in so many ways, from the “green” 
technology hidden in its infrastructure to the gleaming 
façade it presents to the campus. Since the new building 
opened in late July, I have walked through the facility 
at least a half-dozen times for no reason other than to 
appreciate the space. It is truly a marvel. 

While the quality of the Mars Center is no 
surprise, the reality has me just a little awe-
struck. This building represents many things, 
not the least of which is the incredible 
generosity of Wheaton’s alumnae/i, trustees, 
parents and friends. The college was able 
to take on this project in the midst of one 
of the nation’s deepest and most sustained 
recessions only because of loyal supporters 
who contributed $35 million to this effort. 
That would be exceptional at any time; in 
this economy, it is heroic. 

The building also demonstrates the power 
of clear vision and a unified purpose. The 
faculty members who helped plan this facil-
ity began their work nearly 10 years ago. 
In 2002, they established four goals, one 
of which was promoting and showcasing 
student and faculty research. That goal is 
easy to see today when you walk through 
the Mars Center; it is reflected in the “open” 
design of the spaces. 

Visitors to the building can see into each 
classroom, seminar space and laboratory, 
thanks to the extensive use of glass panels 
rather than solid walls. As faculty members 
and students settle into their new labs, their 
work will be visible. The research and col-
laboration that is such a valuable part of the 

Wheaton educational experience will be in 
the spotlight. 

The scholarship that our students and 
faculty are engaged in deserves to be high-
lighted. It is original, creative and creating 
knowledge. For example, Professor Matthew 
Evans’s study of the natural processes that 
contribute carbon to the atmosphere or 
trap chemical markers of phytoplankton 
life in sea ice will deepen our understand-
ing of climate change. It is all the more 
noteworthy for Wheaton since he has 
made a practice of involving students in his 
work in the lab and in the field. in fact, the 
grants he has received (from the National 
Science Foundation and from the National 
aeronautics and Space administration) 
include funding for student involvement. A 
team of Wheaton faculty members recently 
received a $135,895 grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities to apply 
the computational and statistical tools of 
DNA mapping to the analysis of literature. 
Chemistry professor Jani Benoit’s investiga-
tions into the impacts of mercury on the 
environment have involved 
student research as-
sistants, too. 

Examples 

abound. And the truth is that, at Wheaton, 
faculty and student research collabora-
tion extends beyond the sciences to every 
discipline represented at the college, from 
art history and anthropology to history and 
sociology. 

In a timely coincidence, the college just 
received a $150,000 grant that will expand 
support for student and faculty research 
projects. The three-year grant, a Presidential 
Leadership award from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation, will enable faculty 
members to continue scholarly work beyond 
the classroom, and it will create opportuni-
ties for students to participate in original 
research efforts.

This grant addresses one of Wheaton’s 
most essential priorities: providing the re-
sources for faculty and students to conduct 
scholarly work. The excitement of intellec-
tual discovery that comes from engagement 
in scholarship is central to the college’s 
mission and to keeping our curriculum vital 
and evolving. 

Funding from grants and from the 
endowed research funds established by 
Wheaton’s supporters plays an incred-
ibly vital role in keeping this work going. 
Now, the new Mars Center for Science and 
Technology provides an incredible stage to 
inspire our talented faculty and students. 
The ways in which this building will trans-
form the campus go well beyond its gleam-
ing façade and welcoming spaces. Q

CONVERGENCE
BY RONALD A. CRuTChER, PRESIDENT

NICKI PARDo
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AROUND THE DiMPLE

“We have cultivated friendships, we have found love. Wheaton 

will always be a part of our lives in one way or another.”

Dana Schwendner, President of the Class of 2011 

More photos online: wheatoncollege.edu/commencement
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Embrace uncertainty
Stengel urges graduates to acknowledge 
doubt but get in the game 

At a time when any kind of information is 
just a few clicks away, critical thinking is 
more crucial than ever, Richard Stengel, 
managing editor of Time magazine, told 
the Class of 2011 during Wheaton’s 176th 
Commencement in May.

In today’s mass media 
and across the spectrum of 
american politics, Stengel 
said he sees “an epidemic of 
certainty—people who are 
absolutely sure that they know 
they are right, and i find this 
a little irksome.... one of the 
things I am certain about is that 
certainty and democracy don’t 
go together.”

History is filled with lead-
ers who know they are right, 
he said. “Who are they? 
Joseph Stalin, Fidel Castro, 
Saddam Hussein, Hosni 
Mubarak, Muammar Gaddafi. 
Totalitarianism is the place for 
certainty, not democracy.”

Advising the 376 gradu-
ates to beware of ideas and 
theories that cannot be tested 
or evaluated, Stengel encour-
aged them to continue to value 
knowledge, which is more than 
a collection of easily accessible 
information.

“Democracy is based on 
doubt. It’s based on wondering. 
It’s based on questioning: Are 
we doing the fair thing? Are we 
doing the right thing? Are we 
doing the just thing?” he said. 
“Beware of people who know 
they are right.”

Instead, the journalist and au-
thor urged his audience: “Be in 
the world; try to make it better 
in every way. Stand for some-

thing more than yourself…. Do 
the work. Get in the game.”

His message was well re-
ceived on an overcast morning 
that was a relief after a full week 
of rain prior to the ceremony.

During Commencement, 
Stengel received an honor-
ary degree, as did Wheaton 
alumnae Wyneva Johnson ’71, 
an assistant U.S. attorney in the 
U.S. attorney’s Office; Susan 
Stampler Paresky ’68, senior 
vice president for development 
at the Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute in Boston; and Hope 
Hamilton Pettegrew ’61, co-
founder of Cobblestone, a his-
tory magazine for children, and 
a former Wheaton trustee.

More than 600 alumnae/i and 
guests, hailing from 30 states 
and many countries, were on 
campus for Commencement 

Reunion Weekend. 
In his speech to the students 

and guests, President Ronald A. 
Crutcher noted that the gradu-
ates already are changing the 
world through their energy, acu-
men and compassion. 

“Stay connected,” Crutcher 
encouraged them. “The rela-
tionships you have formed by 
living, learning and working to-
gether can last the rest of your 
lives. The ways in which you 
have encouraged and pushed 
each other can be a positive 
force long after we leave here 
today.” Q

Wyneva Johnson ’71 
Doctor of Humane Letters

Susan Stampler Paresky ’68 
Doctor of Humane Letters

Hope Hamilton Pettegrew  
’61, P’87, P’89 

Doctor of Humane Letters

“What I try to do every 

day in my job—and 

what I hope that you’ve 

learned over the last 

four years—is how 

to sort out the signal 

from the noise, how 

to separate the wheat 

from the chaff, how to 

separate information 

from knowledge.”

Richard Stengel, managing editor of 
Time magazine
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AROUND THE DiMPLE

Long-held passions fuel scholarly pursuits

Amy Broome ’11, an international rela-
tions major from St. Johnsbury, Vt., won a 
Fulbright Scholarship to Oman, where she 
will research the ways in which foreign 
tourism there shapes and changes modern 
omani identity. At Wheaton, Broome pur-
sued a passion for languages that began with 
her study of latin at age 11. She started with 
Arabic and Italian in her freshman year and 
later added Mandarin Chinese. In her junior 
year, she spent one semester in Beijing and 
one in Cairo, where she sharpened her 
arabic. She notes that the increasing num-
bers of foreign visitors to the once-isolated 
Sultanate of Oman have brought “new 
cultures, ideas and languages with them—
novelties that undoubtedly affect omanis 
and omani society at large.” By studying 
the effects of cross-cultural interactions, she 
hopes to paint “a comprehensive picture of 
how the influx of foreign travelers affects 
a society’s perceptions of self and of the 
outside world.” She also hopes to analyze 
her findings “in a way that fosters wider 
intercultural understanding.”

Kate Cronin ’11, of Baton Rouge, La., 
will take her lifelong fascination with the 
written word and the art of storytelling to 
argentina, where she, as a Fulbright scholar, 
will spend the year teaching English and 
conducting independent research on the 
country’s vibrant cinema industry. She will 
be assigned to teach English to students who 
are themselves training to be English teach-
ers. Cronin attributes her appreciation for 
the structure and power of language to her 
parents, both of whom are English teachers. 
“Stories are my favorite thing in the world,” 
she says. “When I was a little girl I hated art 
museums. My mom was clever enough to 
figure out that if she just told me the stories 
of the pictures—Bible stories, the myths and 
the historical circumstance that inspired the 
paintings—I would be smitten, and I was.”

Merretta Dickinson ’12, a double major in 
anthropology and classics, found her true 
passion thousands of miles from home, 
working with schoolchildren in Namibia. “I 
discovered that I have a passion for helping 
others, one stronger than I had thought,” 
she says, recalling her work in an after-
school program at the Bernhard Nordkamp 
Center in Katutura. “This work made me less 
materialistic than I had ever been, extremely 
grateful for the opportunities that I have been 
given by my parents, country and Wheaton, 
and made me realize that I really do want 
to devote my life to making a difference for 
people.” The Bowdoin, Maine, native has 
been awarded a $10,000 Davis Projects for 
Peace grant to establish a sustainable tutoring 
program that aims to change lives by help-
ing students with mild learning differences 
learn to read fluently. She will start tutoring 
programs in two schools, set up a train-
ing program for volunteer tutors, and hold 
workshops for the schools’ teachers. Her 
peace project continues work that she took 
on last summer as a volunteer at a nonprofit 
organization located just north of Katutura’s 
capital. “My project for peace will bring 
opportunity and help some of the dreams 
of these children become reality. This is not 
only about individual successes, but also 
about improving the quality of life for the 
community in Katutura.”

This academic year Wheaton students won numerous prestigious 
national scholarships and awards, including Fulbrights, a Watson 

Fellowship and a Projects for Peace grant. Each of them is pursuing 
work based on long-held passions. Here are some of the winners:

http://www.davisprojectsforpeace.org/
http://www.davisprojectsforpeace.org/
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Jessica Emory ’11, a double major in math 
and biochemistry, entered the world of 
weavers, spinners and knitters as a child 
growing up in New Hampshire. She plans to 
expand her horizons by working with other 
artisans around the globe on a yearlong 
project that will be supported by the Watson 
Foundation. emory will work with and learn 
from farmers and fiber artists in Cambodia, 
Romania, Iceland, Mongolia and the 
Falkland islands. The Barnstead, N.H., native 
plans to explore how native crafts are made, 
marketed and used in each country, and 
discover how these traditional arts maintain 
their place in modern society. “I may be part 
of a dying breed from a small New England 
town, but being a Watson scholar means 
having the opportunity to become a part of 
an inclusive international league of artisans 
who continue to perpetuate traditional crafts 
and shape the relevance of art.” 

Erin Ryan ’11 discovered her life’s passion 
in a sixth grade social studies class. The 
12-year-old from Craftsbury, Vt., knew she 
wanted to help build peace in the world 
after several community members came to 
speak about their experiences in the Peace 
Corps. “After hearing their accounts of all 
the good they had done and the difference 
they had made, I knew what I wanted to 
be ‘when I grew up,’” she says. “I brought 
this aspiration with me to Wheaton, where 
I continued my interest in international rela-
tions and discovered my love for the Russian 
language.” A double major in Russian and 
international relations, she will take another 
step toward fulfilling her passion in the 
coming year. With the support of a Fulbright 
grant, she will travel to Russia to teach 
English and pursue her quest for fluency in 
Russian. After that, she hopes to join the 
Peace Corps herself.

Nadila Yusuf ’11 says that leadership and 
teaching have been constants in her life, 
starting in high school. During those years, 
as she worked through her own cultural 
and religious identity crisis as an Islamic 
Bangladeshi-American attending a pre-
dominantly white Catholic high school, 
she was the one to take the lead by found-
ing a multicultural club to help her peers 
learn about and embrace diversity. And 
during her four years at Wheaton, teaching 
has been an integral part of her experi-
ences—in settings from Rhode Island to 
Ghana. All of the experiences have paid 
off. Yusuf, a Flushing, N.Y., resident, has 
been awarded a Fulbright english Teaching 
Assistantship to Bangladesh. As a teacher 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh, she plans to create 
inventive lessons and programs through 
group projects aimed at fostering academic 
development, interaction and a peer-to-peer 
learning environment. “Receiving the English 
teaching assistantship will allow me to 
continue to pursue my goals as an educator 
and fuel my passion to work with youth and 
young adults in a variety of settings.” Q

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Putting forensic psychology to 
use as a police officer
Emily o’Connell ’12 has an angelic smile. 
Don’t be fooled. She is quite familiar with 
devilish behavior.

As a psychology major focusing on 
forensic psychology, she is learning to 
understand the human mind—especially the 
criminal one. Her major has helped her for 
the past two summers because she has been 
working as a summer reserve officer for the 
Kennebunkport Police Department in Maine.

The job appeals to her because she gets to 
work outside and meet new people everyday, 
as well as gain valuable experience. And it 
certainly keeps the summer interesting.

“So many exciting things have happened 
in just one summer working as a police 
officer! One of the most exciting things has 

been providing security and 
crowd control for Taylor 
Swift and former President 
George H.W. Bush and his 
family,” she said. “Taylor 
Swift filmed her music video 
“Mine” in Kennebunkport 
and then had a world 
premiere to release it. The 

police department and other surrounding 
departments in the area came together to 
provide protection during the event.

 “i got to see tons of screaming Taylor Swift 
fans in addition to seeing the release and 
Taylor Swift. The Bush compound is also in 
Kennebunkport, which adds an extra dimen-
sion to policing when the family goes to 
events in town. our police department gets 
to work with the Secret Service, also, which 
is unusual for a local department.”

During her more typical workdays last 
summer, o’Connell started her shift at 
8 a.m. After checking in with dispatch, 
she drove to the beach and switched 
from the car to a bike to patrol her zone 
and the length of the beach (three and a 
half to five miles). in general, her duties 
included traffic control, handing out parking 
tickets, monitoring illegal public alcohol 
consumption, taking complaints, helping to 
recover lost property, being a first response 

person on medical emergencies, and 
handling any other calls for help.

“Being a police officer offers 
many challenges, especially when 
you start young, look younger, and 
are a woman,” she noted. “As a 
young female police officer, it can 
be difficult to deal with individuals 
who don’t respect police officers in 
general and even more so when they 
think they can take advantage of your 
age and gender. But these challenges 
occur among all officers. Police work can 
be physically challenging (walking 26 miles 
in one shift during the heat of the summer), 
intellectually challenging (understanding 
the laws and actions that can be taken), and 
emotionally challenging (dealing with the 
public and the many harsh realities that can 
be exposed during police work).” 

In Kennebunkport, many of the full-time 
police officers started as summer reserve 
officers. So they have been very supportive 
from the start, she said. “The police depart-
ment is almost like a family, we look out for 
each other on duty, but we also joke around 
with each other when the situation allows 
it. You do get made fun of a little bit, being 
the youngest, getting called ‘baby cop’ or 
‘kindergarten cop.’”

Challenges and teasing aside, she has 
been surprised by how much she has 
enjoyed the work. And being a summer 
reserve officer has fueled her interest in fo-

rensic psychology and shown her in a real-
world setting how much studying psychol-
ogy enhances police work, especially during 
interrogations, the evaluation of eyewitness 
accounts, and analyzing criminal behavior. 

 o’Connell spent her junior year abroad 
studying psychology at the University of 
Edinburgh and taking criminology and 
sociology courses there. Looking ahead, she 
has been checking into graduate programs 
in forensic psychology. “Wheaton has 
taught me to strive for excellence and given 
me important problem-solving skills that 
i’ve put to good use as a police officer,” she 
said. “I’d like to continue working within the 
law enforcement field from a psychological 
perspective, whether in forensic psychology 
research, or as an officer within an organi-
zation such as the FBi.” Q 

“It was one 

of the most 

exciting 

things I’ve 

done.”

Emily O’Connell ’12

 off-duty relaxation

emily o’Connell ’12 works as a summer reserve 
officer in Kennebunkport, Maine.

http://www.facebook.com/WheatonCollege
http://twitter.com/#!/wheaton


Ann Curry owns her Wheaton moment in Newsweek
another reason to love ann Curry: She takes 
responsibility for her mistakes and can even 
laugh about them. In an article titled “My 
Favorite Mistakes” that appeared recently in 
Newsweek, the NBC “Today” show co-host 
graciously recalled mixing up our Wheaton with 
the other one during her Commencement speech 

here in 2010: “I think mortified is the best way to 
describe how I felt,” she said. “I wrote a letter of 
apology to the school. I owned the mistake. I just 
wanted to make sure the students felt taken care 
of. In the speech, I tried to tell them something 
that would be useful. I didn’t want anything to 
take away from that.”

WHEATON in THE nEws

Sun Chronicle highlights 
efforts to help Japan
In the aftermath of the earthquake and 
tsunami that hit Japan on March 11, the 
campus community offered support 
through “Together with Japan,” a series 
of events aimed at raising awareness and 
funds for the American Red Cross in Japan. 
The collaborative effort involved the Global 
Center for education; the Office of Service, 
Spirituality and Social Responsibility; the 
Asian American Coalition; AfterTaste club; 
art House; and the Service, engagement 
and activism Board of the Student 
Government Association.

During one event, the rich culture of 
Japan was highlighted in Balfour-Hood 
through music, food, displays and activities, 
including the making of paper cranes. 
another event, an evening of reflection 
and education in Cole Memorial Chapel, 
provided an opportunity for the members 
of the Norton Japanese community to 
share their feelings and thoughts about the 
disasters in their homeland, and offered 
a chance for Wheaton science professors 
to discuss some of the possible long-term 
effects resulting from the disasters. The Sun 
Chronicle (Attleboro, Mass.) wrote about 
the outreach efforts.

Apple tree addition captured 
on Patch.com 

Patch.com, a community web site, and 
the Attleboro Sun Chronicle featured 
students from the Elisabeth Amen Nursery 
School planting apple trees in the two-
year-old Murphy Apple orchard behind 
the Presidents’ House in the spring. 
With the help of Wheaton students Eric 
Christensen ’13 and Lewis Alfano ’14, the 
youngsters added 14 trees, purchased using 
a $500 grant from the National Gardening 
Association and Jamba Juice. The nursery 
school, which is celebrating its 80th 
anniversary, is affiliated with the Wheaton 
psychology department. 

Boston Globe notes revolutionary voice
on April 12, the 150th anniversary of the 
start of the Civil War, the Boston Globe 
featured excerpts from the 19th-century di-
ary of Lucy Larcom, one of Wheaton’s most 
storied educators and an ardent abolitionist.

As quoted in the Globe, Larcom wrote, 
“It will be no pleasure to any American 
to remember that he lived in this revolu-
tion, when brother lifted his hand against 
brother; and the fear is, that we shall forget 
that we are brethren still, though some are 
so unreasonable and wander so far from the 
true principles of national prosperity.”

The Globe noted that news of the 
Confederacy’s attack at Fort Sumter took 
a full day to reach Boston. Soon President 
Abraham Lincoln was rallying the troops, 

and on April 21 Larcom wrote: “I felt a 
soldier-spirit rising within me, when I saw 
the men of my native town armed and 
going to risk their lives for their country’s 
sake…. The streets of Boston were almost 
canopied with the stars and stripes, and the 
merchants festooned their shops with the 
richest goods of the national colors.”

Larcom taught literature, composition and 
other subjects at Wheaton for many years, 
beginning in 1854. She also founded the 
student literary journal, Rushlight, which is 
still published today. Her style of teaching 
“by lecture, reading and discussion, rather 
than by memorization and recitation” was 
revolutionary at the time.
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Armstrong wins 
Fulbright to India
Professor Tom Armstrong 
can trace his fascination with 
robotics and artificial intelligence 
all the way back to the early 
1980s when an episode of 
“Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood” 
in which the sweater-wearing 
star visited a robotics factory caught his attention. At 
Wheaton he continues to indulge that fascination, and 
he inspires it in others in the classroom and through 
his research. This fall he will get to do that in India as a 
recently selected Fulbright Scholar.

Armstrong, assistant professor of com-
puter science, will spend a semester as a 
Fulbright Scholar at the Hemchandracharya 
North Gujarat University in Gujarat, India. 
He will teach computer science robotics 
courses focused on data mining, artificial 
intelligence, computational linguistics, and 
language acquisition.

 “Robots are no longer the technol-
ogy once exclusive to episodes of popular 
science television series on “NoVA” or 
tucked away in top-secret military installa-
tions,” he wrote in his Fulbright application. 
“Contemporary robots vacuum our floors; 
they parallel park our cars; they rapidly 
gather our Amazon.com orders in massive 
warehouses; they explore the depths of the 
oceans; and they roam mountain ranges on 
Mars…. They are smarter and play larger 
roles in our daily lives. This raises questions 
that scholars and teachers have not previ-
ously considered.” 

“My research explores machine learning 
algorithms for robotics and data mining. I 
am interested in problems where humans 
universally demonstrate proficiency, but 
robots are currently outmatched by infants. 
one such challenge is the acquisition of 
language skills. Children are facile at acquir-
ing the structure and meaning of their native 

tongues. The ease with which they become 
language experts belies the complexity of 
the underlying task—learning from mas-
sive amounts of noisy data. I want to build 
robots that do exactly that.”

The professor, whose australian Silky 
Terrier is named Mr. Bot, could have applied 
for a Fulbright to many other destinations, 
but India has been of interest since gradu-
ate school, where he had the opportunity to 
develop strong relationships with peers from 
India. He is looking forward to continuing 
to share his knowledge on an international 
level and to learn from cross-cultural experi-
ences. In 2010, he was awarded a Marion 
and Jasper Whiting Fellowship, which al-
lowed him to travel to Denmark and Turkey 

to study robotics.
During his Fulbright in india, armstrong 

plans to develop curricula and help expand 
the scope of the university’s computer sci-
ence department; explore best practices and 
environments to improve recruitment and 
retention of women in computer science; 
and learn a new language in a multicultural 
environment.

He already has begun studying Hindi on 
his own, but is eager to have an immersive 
language learning experience. “My goal is to 
acquire a language foundation in Hindi and 
Gujarati, the state language of Gujarat. This 
presents a firsthand learning opportunity 
with a novel writing system, Devanagari, 
and Indo-Iranian languages.”

The Fulbright program, which is overseen 
by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
affairs of the U.S. Department of State, aims 
to foster international understanding. Since its 
inception more than 60 years ago, there have 
been more than 300,000 Fulbright scholars. 
For faculty members, the program provides 
an opportunity to infuse curriculum with 
global perspectives.

Armstrong said he is honored to receive 
a Fulbright and appreciative of the respon-
sibility that accompanies it. “Ultimately, the 
growth and global spread of computer sci-
ence will allow both the host and me to mu-
tually benefit and learn from one another’s 
experiences.” Q

Watch the inspiring episode:
Pictured above from Amazon.com, Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood 1979–2001: Season 1983, Episode 
3 “#1513-Games-A Robot Factory.”

Professor tom armstrong in his "neighborhood."
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Four professors receive NEH awards
Four Wheaton professors have 
been awarded more than 
$200,000 in grants from the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH). Professors 
Michael Drout (and his re-
search team members), Yuen-
Gen Liang, John Partridge and 
Kathryn Tomasek will receive 
funding to support research, 
the creation of a new course, a 
digital encoding initiative, and 
an ongoing computerized text 
analysis project. 

Drout is a member of 
Wheaton’s Lexomics research 
group, in which he, Professor 
of Statistics Michael Kahn 
and Professor of Computer 
Science Mark leBlanc are 
using computer programs to 
conduct statistical analyses of 
text. His $135,895 NEH grant, which is part 
of a $178,000 project, will support “Lexomic 
Tools and Methods for Textual Analysis: 
Providing Deep Access to Digitized Texts,” 
of which he is the director. The project 
focuses on developing computational tools 
and documentation for applying advanced 
statistical methods to textual and literary 
problems.

“This project grew directly out of 
Wheaton’s innovative ‘Connections’ 
curriculum,” noted Drout, professor of 
English. “When we were collaborating to 
create a pair of connected courses, Professor 
LeBlanc and I discovered that what we 
were teaching was directly relevant to our 
research interests.”

Assistant Professor of History Yuen-Gen 
Liang will receive $21,000 for his project 
titled “The Shared Origins and Parallel 
Histories of the West and Islam.” He aims to 
re-envision and infuse his European history 
course with research exploring how Western 
civilization and the Islamic Middle East share 
common roots. “Two histories usually set 
in opposition to each other will be brought 
together in innovative ways,” Liang noted in 
his NEH proposal. 

John Partridge, chair and associate profes-

sor of philosophy, will receive $25,000 for a 
new First Year Seminar course that he plans 
to develop called “What Is the Good Life?” 
Students will examine the question by explor-
ing historical and contemporary reflections 
on how to live well, starting with Plato’s 
Apology of Socrates. 

“For a long time i have wanted to teach 
a course that examined Socrates’s life and 
death in its historical context, but also criti-
cally evaluated the relevance of his example 
today,” said Partridge. “Socratic philosophy 
is difficult to tease out; he’s usually the one 
asking questions, not giving answers. And 
his way of life is powerfully evocative, but 
what exactly does it evoke? 

“In this course we won’t do the historical 
work in much detail. Instead, we will move to 
consider the development of what I call three 
traditions that Socrates inspired. Socrates can 
be seen as urging us to seek our own true 
happiness and well-being, or to be guided by 
duty and principle, or to live lives of mean-
ing. I hope the course challenges students to 
see how compelling aspects of these tradi-
tions can be, and also inspires them to articu-
late their own conception of the good life.”

Kathryn Tomasek, associate professor 
of history and co-director of the Wheaton 

College Digital History Project, has been 
awarded a $25,000 grant. The digital history 
project seeks to provide ways for research-
ers to use digital media to access historical 
records, which would expand accessibility. 
Faculty, students and members of the library 
and informational services staff have been 
collaborating since 2005 to digitize primary 
sources related to the founding of Wheaton. 

The NEH-funded project, “Encoding 
Financial Records for Historical Research,” 
is a continuation of that work. The grant will 
support the college in hosting a two-day 
invitational meeting of historians, archivists 
and technical experts. They will discuss 
developing a module for financial records 
for the Text Encoding Initiative to allow 
for additional analysis of records found in 
manuscript collections. The Text Encoding 
Initiative is a consortium of scholars from 
around the world that collectively develops 
and maintains a standard for the representa-
tion of texts in digital form.

archives hold many historical financial 
records, but researchers need a better way 
to get at and analyze the materials, Tomasek 
pointed out in her NEH proposal. “our 
project is a next step in producing digital 
archives for the study of history.” Q

Michael Drout
• Chair and professor of 

English

• $135,895

• To support “Lexomic 
Tools and Methods 
for Textual Analysis: 
Providing Deep Access 
to Digitized Texts.”

Yuen-Gen Liang
• Assistant professor of 

history

• $21,000

• For his project “The 
Shared Origins and 
Parallel Histories of 
the West and Islam.”

John Partridge
• Chair and associate professor 

of philosophy

• $25,000

• For a new First Year Seminar 
course that he plans to develop 
called “What Is the Good 
Life?”

Kathryn Tomasek
• Associate professor of his-

tory and co-director of the 
Wheaton College Digital 
History Project

• $25,000

• For the project “encoding 
Financial Records for Historical 
Research.”
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Kricher explores the tropics
Professor of Biology John Kricher, an expert in ornithology, has been studying and teach-
ing about the tropics for more than three decades. His newest book is Tropical Ecology 
(Princeton University Press, 2011). The 632-page color-illustrated textbook offers a compre-
hensive and accessible introduction to the subject for advanced undergraduates and gradu-
ate students. Senior writer Hannah Benoit talked with him about the book.

Define “the tropics.” 

The tropics comprise the region between 
the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of 
Capricorn. This region has the highest 
amount of sunlight throughout the year and 
is therefore warm all year. There is more 
photosynthesis per unit area in the tropics 
than outside of it, and there are many more 
life forms in the tropics than elsewhere. 
There are major tropical landmasses such as 
the vast Amazon Basin and African Congo 
as well as parts of India and mainland Asia. 
In addition, there are numerous tropi-
cal islands, most in archipelagos such as 
Indonesia. 

How did you become interested in this topic? 

I was drawn to the tropics [in 1978] through 
an opportunity to do a course in Belize. 
Wheaton’s then president, Alice Emerson, 
was strongly supportive. So i plunged ahead, 
knowing relatively little about tropical 
ecology but eager to learn along with my 
students. Thirty-three years later, alums con-
tinue to talk about that first course. [Read 
the story on page 18 to see how the course 
influenced an alum’s career choice.] I con-
tinued to teach it and have since explored 
Peru, Ecuador, Trinidad and Tobago, and 
Venezuela to learn more and more about 
tropical ecology.

Why did you write this book? 

My earlier book, A Neotropical Companion, 
focused mainly on the Middle American 
tropics. Many college courses in tropical 
ecology adopted it, but there was still a 
clear need for a college-level comprehensive 
textbook on tropical ecology, and my editor 
asked me to take it on. Tropical regions offer 
outstanding opportunities to research and 
to learn how complex interactions occur 

among species that have profound effects in 
structuring ecosystems and in how our very 
planet functions.

What can tropical ecology teach us about life 
on earth? 

The key to tropical ecology is in the com-
plexity of relationships among the myriad 
of species present. No other ecosystems, 
natural or otherwise, rival the tropics in the 
number of species of plants, birds, mam-
mals, insects, microbes, etc., that you find in 
just a hectare of forest. Well over 50 percent 
of the world’s species are found only in the 
tropics, even though the total area of the 
tropics is proportionally far less than that. 
There are 20 to 30 species of trees and 

shrubs in Wheaton Woods. But if we moved 
Wheaton to, say, Amazonia, we’d have 200 
to 300 or more species of trees and shrubs 
in the same amount of area. We’d be able to 
discover new species of insects and various 
other forms of life. 

Why is biodiversity important? 

Biodiversity is important to life on Earth 
because it is life on Earth; it is what we 
share the planet with. The various life forms, 
in their combined and complex activities 
and interrelationships, are responsible for 
keeping everything—from the atmosphere 
to soil and water—relatively stable. We call 
this collective effect “ecosystem services,” 
and these services depend on biodiver-
sity to supply the labor. It is astonishing 
that we have reached a point in Earth’s 
4.5-billion-year history where one species, 
one genome, namely Homo sapiens, has sig-
nificantly altered and perturbed such global 
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PUBLiCATiONs, HONORs ANd CREATiVE WORks

processes as regulation of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere and oceans. We need all 
the help available to maintain a stable Earth, 
and biodiversity does that. Earth is a living 
planet, and biodiversity is the expression of 
that life. We also have a collective respon-
sibility to foster and to honor our intellect, 
unique among all forms of biodiversity, and 
to develop a strong aesthetic appreciation 
for other life forms, just as education intro-
duces us to the joys of fine classical music, 
art and literature. Tigers are worth having 
on the planet because any educated person 
should be able to regard such animals with 
a mixture of profound awe and admiration. 
And from such an understanding should 
come the realization that such creatures lay 
some claim to this planet, too. We should 
honor that and assure their preservation.

Why did you include a chapter about human 
beings as part of the ecology?

It has always impressed me how Western 
culture (and probably other cultures, too) 
seems to recognize a dualism between 
humanity and nature: us and them, and 
usually us versus them. Such a view has 
strong historical roots. Like all life forms we 
must somehow wrest our material needs 
for food and fiber from nature. Nature 
often does not give up such resources eas-
ily, and thus human ingenuity is required. 
For example, in Bali some years ago i was 
deeply impressed by how the culture had 
so successfully maintained the rice paddies 
for generations, a complex social system 
maintaining a complex ecology. At the same 
time, I saw virtually no birds in the forests of 
Bali because they were either outright gone 
or captured and kept in cages. I saw more 
species of birds for sale in the market in [the 
town of] Ubud than in the forests around it. 
It is not possible to fully understand tropical 
ecology without understanding the historical 
and current impacts, some good, some not, 
exerted upon it by the collective energies 
and agendas of the humans who claim 
ownership. 

Faculty 
Michael Drout, professor of English, published the 
article “The Cynewulf of Albert S. Cook: Philology 
and English Studies in America,” in English Studies 
(2011). Also, the article he co-wrote with professors 
Mark leBlanc (computer science) and Michael 
Kahn (mathematics), and Christina Nelson ’11, 
“Of Dendrogrammatology: Lexomic Methods for 
Analyzing the Relationships among Old English 
Poems,” was published in the Journal of English and 
Germanic Philology (2011).

r. tripp evans, professor of 
art history, received one of the 
country’s most prestigious lit-
erary prizes for his biography 
Grant Wood: A Life (Alfred A. 
Knopf, 2010). The National 
Award for Arts Writing is given 
to a single author in recogni-
tion of excellence in writing 
about the arts.

Peony fhagen-Smith, assistant professor of psy-
chology, was selected as the recipient of the Society 
for the Psychological Study of Social Issues’ 2011 
Outstanding Teaching and Mentoring Award, recog-
nizing her extensive work in teaching and mentoring 
related to social issues, in terms of range of issues 
addressed, the number of academic subdisciplines 
involved, and the broad variety of activities in which 
she engages.

andrew Howard, professor of art, was accepted 
as a full member into a new arts cooperative, the 
Collections Gallery in Sandwich, Mass. He was a 
judge for the Annual North River Art Association 
in Marshfield, Mass., in May 2011, and had work 
accepted into the Photography Center of Cape Cod 
“Anything Goes” exhibition, which ran from May 
through June 2011 in Cotuit, Mass. He also was 
selected to participate in a juried national exhibition 
at the Cape Cod Art Association in July 2011, where 
his photograph “Three Friends,” pictured above, won 
first place. 

Nancy Kendrick, Prentice Professor of Philosophy, 
published the article “The Non-Christian Influence on 
Anselm’s Proslogion Argument” in the International 
Journal for Philosophy of Religion (2011). 

Charlotte Meehan, playwright-in-residence and 
associate professor of English, presented an excerpt 
of Real Realism, her new play-in-progress, as part 
of Little Theatre’s Obie-winning performing arts 
series at Dixon Place (N.Y.) in June 2011. Professors 
David fox and Stephanie Burlington Daniels were 
among the cast members.

Javier trevino, professor of sociology, published The 
Social Thought of C. Wright Mills (Pine Forge Press/
SAGE Publications, 2011). 

Joel relihan, professor of classics and associ-
ate provost, in April 2011, delivered a lecture to 
the classics department 
at Cornell University titled 
“Apuleius’ Golden Ass: What 
the Translator Knows.”

David Wulff, professor 
of psychology, wrote the 
forward to David Hay’s God’s 
Biologist: A Life of Alister 
Hardy ( Darton, Longman & 
Todd, 2011).

Alumnae/i
Marjorie Gelb Jones ’62 published the article 
“Bowling Along: Early Travel Adventures of Mary 
Morris Vaux” about a formerly unknown trav-
elogue, written in 1877 by Mary Vaux Walcott 
(1860–1940). It appeared in the historical journal 
Quaker History.  

anne McClure ’88 last November received an EMC 
Distinguished Engineer award, which was given to 
only 42 out of 47,000 employees at EMC. The honor 
recognizes individual technical contributors who 
have demonstrated outstanding achievement and a 
broad range of leadership across the company.  

Joshua Pierce ’99, a portfolio manager at Baystate 
Wealth Management, was selected as a Boston 
2011 Five Star Wealth Manager. The designation 
recognizes him as an expert in the areas of asset 
management, asset protection and full wealth 
management. The selection process is based on 
a survey administered to approximately 150,000 
households as well as FINRA (Financial Industry 
Regulatory Authority) professionals within the 
Boston area.

lynda tocci ’89 received a 2011 Eleanor 
and Franklin Roosevelt Award from the 
Massachusetts Democratic Party at a dinner held 
in May. Hosted by the Massachusetts Democratic 
Party, the event honors members of the com-
munity who have demonstrated an outstand-
ing commitment to furthering the ideals of the 
Democratic Party through public service.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Motivation is the name of the 
game for new volleyball coach
“I love figuring out what makes someone 
tick. I’ve always been a people person 
who has a good sense of how people 
react and think about things,” says Craig 
Letourneau, who majored in psychology 
at Rhode Island College. It all comes in 
handy for the volleyball coach known for 
motivating his players all the way to con-
ference and state championships.

He’s now the motivating force behind 
Wheaton’s women’s volleyball team, as the 
newly hired head coach. He replaces Ben 
Read, who resigned after five seasons with 
the Lyons.

Letourneau grew up playing basketball 
and soccer, but didn’t take on volleyball 
until his freshman year in high school. “My 
high school did not have a boys’ team, 
but my aunt was the high school girls’ 
coach. So i managed their team during my 
high school years. I also played in an after-
school intramural/club boys’ program that 
was started in the high school.” 

Wheaton Associate Director of 
athletics John Sutyak ’00 says 

he is pleased to wel-
come Letourneau 

to the Wheaton 
athletics 

family. “His 
success in 

rebuilding the women’s volleyball programs 
at Rhode Island College and most recently at 
Emerson College, as well as his strong work 
ethic and enthusiasm made him the right 
person to take Wheaton women’s volleyball 
to the next level and start competing for 
conference championships.”

A veteran head coach at the Division III 
level for the past nine years, Letourneau 
spent the past four at Emerson, where he 
guided the Lions to an 89–38 record and 
a trip to their first NCaa Tournament in 
2009. Leading Emerson to a school record 
in wins that fall at 30–7, he steered the 
Lions to their initial Great Northeast Athletic 
Conference (GNAC) regular season and 
tournament titles. The 2009 GNAC Coach 
of the Year, Letourneau also coached 
Emerson’s men’s volleyball program.

“I am beyond excited about this opportu-

“His strong work ethic and  

enthusiasm made him the right person 

to take Wheaton women’s volleyball to 

the next level and start competing for 

conference championships.”

Wheaton Associate Director of Athletics  
John Sutyak ’00
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Baseball player scores honor

Daniel Haugh ’12 earned 
the most prestigious ath-
letic honor of his career 
this season when he was 
named to the D3baseball.
com All-America second 
team. Haugh, who plays 
third base, was selected 
as the country’s second-
best in that position.

Turning in one of the most pro-
lific offensive seasons in Wheaton 
history, he stands tied for fifth in 
Division III in doubles (22), tied for 

sixth in RBI (61) and tied 
for 22nd in hits (70). His 
doubles total is a pro-
gram best, while his RBI 
and hits rank third and 
fourth, respectively. His 
seven intentional walks 
stand second in program 
history, and his 108 total 

bases are tied for fifth. During his 
sophomore year, he was named 
the 2010 New England Women’s 
and Men’s Athletic Conference 
(NEWMAC) Player of the Year.

14 named to NEWMAC All-Conference

Fourteen student-athletes were 
named to New England Women’s 
and Men’s Athletic Conference 
(NEWMAC) Academic All-
Conference teams for spring 2011. 
Student-athletes who receive the 
designation must have maintained 
a minimum cumulative grade-point 
average of 3.5 or better, attained 
at least sophomore standing and 
competed on a team for the entire 
fall season. 

The student-athletes are: base-
ball players Hadi Raad ’11, David 
Longley ’12 and Eric Jensen ’13; 
women’s lacrosse team members 

Sabrina Fiori ’12, Hailey Colburn 
’12 and Kristen Palmer ’13; men’s 
tennis players Trent Faltin ’11, Josh 
Fisher ’11 and Dennis Scarpa ’13; 
women’s track & field members 
Stephany Perkins ’11, Savannah 
Geasey ’12 and Kimberly Nash ’12; 
and men’s track & field members 
Nicholas Kacher ’11 and Ezra 
Citron ’12. 

Swimmer wraps up stellar career in grand style 

Swimmer Nicole 
Zais ’11 wrapped 
up a stellar four-year 
career by recording 
the highest individual 
finish at an NCAA 
Championship in 
program history, as she 
earned her third All-America honor 
by placing sixth in the 200-yard 
breaststroke at the University of 
Tennessee’s Jones Aquatic Center. 

She picked up her first individual 
national award as an All-America 
honorable mention after plac-
ing 15th in the 100-yard breast-

stroke. As a sophomore, 
she was a member of 
Wheaton’s All-America 
honorable mention 200-
yard freestyle relay team.

After breaking school 
records four times during 
the NCAA competition, she 

exceeded her own program mark 
twice, including a time of 2:18.60 
during the 200-yard breaststroke 
finals. That bettered her previous 
record by 0.75 seconds. 

Compiled from news stories by Scott 
Dietz. Read the full stories at  
athletics.wheatoncollege.edu.

nity to make Wheaton women’s volleyball 
one of the top programs in New England,” 
says Letourneau, who is drawn to the sport 
because of the combination of athleticism, 
agility, power and finesse required to excel 
in it.

 “Wheaton is a great school academi-
cally and athletically and plays in one of 
the best athletic conferences in the coun-
try. Hopefully, we can jump right in and 
attract student-athletes who have a great 
passion for the game combined with the 
knowledge that a great education is key to 
success in life.”

Prior to his Emerson appointment, 
Letourneau was a part-time head coach at 
Rhode island College. From 2002 to 2006, 
he directed the Anchorwomen to an 86–75 
mark, improving the team’s win total during 
each of his first four seasons. Rhode island 
College shared the Little East Conference 
(LEC) regular season crown in 2004 and ad-
vanced to the league tournament title match 
in 2006, both program firsts. letourneau 
also served as an assistant women’s basket-
ball coach.

He always knew he wanted to coach, 
following in the footsteps of his father, who 
coached high school and CYo teams. “I 
love the breaking down and building up 
of a match, the plays and the skills. I enjoy 
every aspect of coaching. I love the way it 
all comes together. Getting a team to play 
as one cohesive unit on the floor is the 
ultimate goal.”

Letourneau began his coaching career at 
the high school level, working as the head 
boys’ and girls’ volleyball coach at Mount 
Saint Charles academy in Woonsocket, 
R.I., for four years. He led the boys to a 
state title in 2001 and the girls to a state 
runner-up finish that same year. He was 
named coach of the year five times, includ-
ing on four occasions for the girls. He also 
was a successful girls’ basketball coach for 
seven years at lincoln High School, win-
ning a state title in 2005.

“I look forward to the season and devel-
oping a trust with the current players while 
motivating them to work hard to improve 
their skills and also their belief that they 
can win,” he says. “Having a competitive 
team exudes excitement on campus and 
gathers a great fan base for matches.” Q

quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)
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Works of heart
Senior studio art majors showcased their creations 
in an exhibition in Beard and Weil Galleries this 
spring, under the direction of faculty advisor Professor 
Claudia Fieo. “From Mars art Studios” featured the 
work of 22 students. Here is a sampling of their 
creations and artist statements. 

Marisa Picariello ’11 
“I chose to paint some of the broken shells from 
my collection because I find them to be the most 
interesting and unique. Every chip and crack reflects 
how fragile nature can be.”

Dania Piscetta ’11 
“Currently, there are three major threats to the 
existence of mankind: global warming, overpopula-
tion and the loss of potable water. In my larger 
triptych, I depict these three disasters. The scenes 
I have imagined are futuristic and surreal. I chose 

to represent the human figure as genderless and 
bald to symbolize a generic human, a figure that 
could connect with any audience. Echoing religious 
representations of the Last Judgment, my triptych is 
a warning, a message of caution for mankind.”

Benner Boswell ’11  
“I believe that small actions can constitute 
revolutions, if they are taken consciously 
and seriously. This gives individuals a 
great power to address and redress the 
environmental crisis. As I have maintained 
my own hydroponic farm this semester, I 
have learned about what food production 
entails and I have become much more 
aware of the commitment plants require. It 
is empowering to eat your own lettuce…. 
Each sculpture is a repurposed piece of 
furniture that grows plants in homes (or 
galleries), utilizing vertical and hydroponic 
technologies. Some sculptures are designed 
specifically for food crops, while others are 
more multifunctional and can successfully 
house other plants, thus increasing in-home 
biodiversity. My hope is that each sculpture 
incites enough interest for people to want 
to both learn more about the technologies 
and consider how such a change could take 
place in their own lives.”  

Emiko Kurokawa ’11 
“I have often felt that the frenzied order in maps is 
reflected in how I am as a person and as an artist. 
There are maps within me (all interconnected, yet 
tangled at times) that flow towards a direction my 
life will ultimately take. These ‘inner maps’ are what 
my three woodblock prints represent. They embody 
my experiences and memories [from living in and 
navigating London, Tokyo, Frankfurt and Milan], 
representing an exploration of my cultural identity.” PH
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Sara Parrish ’11 
“As a double major in economics 
and studio art, my goal for my senior 
art project was to create a visual 
commentary on the mortgage crisis, 
combining my two academic interests…. 
Extensive research allowed me to view 

the situation from multiple perspectives 
and ultimately make a more informed 
opinion. I then was able to use the 
creation of this protest relief print to come 
to terms with my strong feelings on the 
subject.”

Ashley Geremia ’11 
“The complex layering of thoughts and emotions that define 
an intimate bond are constantly changing and evolving. I have 
strived to illustrate not only the visual exterior, but also the subtle 
connections that exist between two people.”

Rosemary Liss ’11 
“To investigate my own connection to the 
city [of Baltimore] and the temporality of the 
urban landscape I have chosen to paint old 
movie theaters. There is something beautiful 
about the chipped paint and boarded-up 
windows. Many of these theaters, which 
at their height had been magnificent and 
full of life, have been abandoned and 
left to the natural elements. Others have 
been redeveloped to fit the needs of the 
surrounding neighborhood, becoming 
churches or pharmacies. I see the evolution 
as symbolic of the shifting patterns within 
the city…. It is through the layering of color 
that I explore a tension between life and the 
once animated buildings. This relationship 
between the subject and the medium allows 
me to blur the line of history, breathing life 
back into my subjects.”

Rebecca Sieburth ’11 
“There is something inherently satisfying 
about lending significance to inert materials, 
creating form and connotation where once 
there was a shapeless lump. Working with, 
not against, the playful unruliness of clay 
in the process of creating this body of work 
was a thrilling way to engage with and 
respond to the world around me.”

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Seaworthy
Sherry Petry Reed ’82 dives into underwater career, lands in Hall of Fame

By Sandy Coleman

It’s 1982. A group of Wheaton students gather with their “Tropical 
ecology” professor on an island beach in Belize. Sherry Petry Reed is 
there on the end, in the red shirt, plopped down in the sand. They all 
smile. The camera captures the moment.

Looking at that photograph, she 
could never have guessed that she 
had just posed for a snapshot of 
her future.

But that was, indeed, the case for Reed, who is a re-
search specialist/dive safety officer at the Smithsonian 
Marine Station in Fort Pierce, Fla. She is also the vice 
president of the Women Divers Hall of Fame, after 
becoming the first female scientific diving safety officer 
to be inducted into the organization in 2002.

The biology major traces her career and 
accomplishments right back to that Belize trip and her 
journey through Wheaton.

“My favorite professor was John Kricher. I took 
his ‘Tropical Ecology’ class, which turned out to be 
the foundation of my future career,” she says. “The 
culmination of the class was a three-week field trip 
to Belize, or British Honduras, as it was known at the 
time. The final week of the field trip was spent on a 
tiny island, South Water Cay, about 10 miles offshore 
of the town of Dangriga. There was another island just 
to the south, Carrie Bow Cay, and I was told it was a 
field station for the Smithsonian institution. i thought at 
the time that it must be the coolest thing in the world 
to work there! ironically, my lab, the Smithsonian 
Marine Station, now oversees all operations of Carrie 
Bow Cay. I’ve been able to work there about half a 
dozen times in the past three years.”

The Belize field study is an experience alums often 
talk about long after they leave Wheaton, notes 
Kricher, professor of biology. [Check out his Q&A 
about his new textbook, Tropical Ecology, on page 12.]

“i recall Sherry Petry very well,” he says.  “She 
was part of Wheaton’s Belize trip when we were all 
‘explorers.’ Wheaton had not attempted anything like 
this trip before I organized the course. We learned 
while having wonderful adventures. Sherry was very 
enthusiastic, particularly regarding diving on the barrier 
reef. She was one of my best students and she kept in 
touch after graduation.

“During the summers between college years, she 
worked at the Smithsonian institution’s National 
Museum of Natural History on cephalopod mollusks 
(squids and octopuses), and she was kind enough 
to send me some specimens for use in my ‘Animal 
Adaptations’ and ‘Marine Ecology’ courses. We still 
use some of those specimens today in the ‘Marine 
Biology’ and ‘invertebrate Biology’ courses. She has 
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certainly turned a really cool college experience into 
an admirable career.”

How admirable? In 2005, two marine organisms 
were named after her—Smithsoniarhynches 
sherryreedae, a new species of flatworm, and 
Celleporaria sherryae, a new species of bryozoan.

In 1988 she was appointed diving safety 
officer of the Smithsonian Marine Station, 
a research center specializing in marine 
biodiversity and ecosystems of Florida. 
According to its website, the station, a 
facility of the National Museum of Natural 
History, is part of the Smithsonian institution 
in Washington, D.C. The work done at 

the station draws scientists and students from around 
the world. The information uncovered is published 
in scientific journals and forms the basis for public 
policies, conservation and resource management.

Reed’s work is incredibly diverse. She has long-term 
studies and experiments that she has conducted since 
she was first hired in 1983. She also is involved in 
several research projects with two resident scientists, 
post-doctoral fellows and visiting scientists.

Her varied fieldwork includes benthic surveys using 
ponar grabs, deployment and retrieval of fouling 
panels, collections of a multitude of invertebrate 
organisms, surveys and collections using scuba and 

skin diving, and general collections for various visitors 
and programs. 

as the dive safety officer, she is responsible for 
about 30 divers. This includes teaching CPR and 
diving first aid classes, and 
administering exams; performing 
check-out dives; maintaining dive 
equipment; facilitating diving 
reciprocity with other research 
institutions; maintaining a budget; 
maintaining dive logs; and other 
routine day-to-day issues.

She was named environmental 
Researcher of the Year by the 
Conservation Alliance in 2005, 
has worked with the British Broadcasting Company 
on a number of documentaries on the giant land 
crab, and has served on the board of directors of the 
american academy of Underwater Sciences. The board 
sets standardized protocol for scientific diving and 
reciprocity among universities and research institutions.

She was nominated and elected to the Women Divers 
Hall of Fame board of directors in 2005 and, in March 
2011, was elected vice president of the Hall of Fame.

Reed said she was very humbled being inducted 
into the Women Divers Hall of Fame because she is 
among some extremely fascinating, brave and creative 

In 2005, 

two marine 

organisms 

were named 

after her.

Celleporaria sherryae
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women—186, to be exact.
The mission of the Hall of Fame is twofold: to 

recognize women divers who have made outstanding 
contributions to the exploration, understanding, 
safety and enjoyment of the underwater world, 
and to support underwater careers by promoting 
opportunities for women and men in diving, through 
scholarships, internships and mentorship opportunities, 
and a worldwide network of industry contacts.

Currently, there are four scholarships and six 
training grants sponsored by various members of the 
Hall of Fame. Historically, the majority of the funds 
have been awarded to graduate-level individuals. 
However, this year, Reed has initiated a $1,000 
scholarship specifically focusing on undergraduate 
women engaged in research that concentrates on 
marine conservation.

It’s no wonder that Reed ended up where she 
is, given her background, passion and Wheaton 
opportunities.

A native of Bourne, Mass., she developed a love for 
water early, and science had always been one of her 
favorite subjects.

“I started swimming at a very young age and recall 
many chilly summer mornings taking swimming 
lessons at Monument Beach,” she says. “The 
afternoons were spent at nearby Mashnee Island, 
exploring the intertidal areas, playing with seaweed, 

and poking among the rocks. Marine life fascinated 
me. For as long as i can remember, i’ve wanted to 
pursue a career that somehow involved the ocean 
and the creatures that are found there.”

“Being from a military family, we moved several 
times. When I was in the third grade, my father was 
stationed in West Germany. Although the Alps and 
general topography of Europe was breathtakingly 
gorgeous, my heart longed for the ocean. Three 
years in europe and then five years in Ohio further 
reinforced my longing to be near the sea.”

She chose to come to Wheaton because she 
was interested in attending a small liberal arts 
college in Massachusetts, mainly to be close to her 
grandparents in Belmont, Mass., and her brother, who 
was attending Massachusetts Maritime Academy. 

 “After visiting the Wheaton campus during my 
senior year of high school, it was the one and only 
college to which I applied. Not only was the campus 
beautiful and historic, the science department had a 
stellar reputation,” she recalls.

By her sophomore year, she had the opportunity 
to assist Professor of Biology Edmund Tong with his 
classes and labs.

“I worked for him until graduation. It was another 
fantastic experience that helped lay the foundation 
for my career at a research laboratory,” says Reed, 
who also was on the cross-country team.

@wheaton/WheatonCollege
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Her senior year at Wheaton she took an open-water 
scuba certification class. The final test dives were 
made in Buzzards Bay, during which she managed to 
collect a bunch of crabs. “I remember cooking a feast 
of them in the kitchen of the Meadows complex!”

During the summers while at Wheaton, 
she worked in the Division of Mollusks at the 
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian 
Institution. There, she cataloged mollusk collec-
tions from many of the early scientific expeditions, 
some dating back to the 1800s. 

After graduating, she continued full time at the 
museum until she applied and was accepted as a 
research biologist with the Smithsonian Marine Station 
in august of 1983. She has been there ever since.

In 1988, Reed was appointed to serve as diver of-
ficer by Mary Rice, former director of the Smithsonian 
Marine Station and senior research scientist emeritus.

“Over the years, Sherry far exceeded my highest 
expectations,” said Rice. “In addition to her valued 
supportive role for the scientific research program—
both in the field and laboratory—Sherry developed 
a diving program that met the highest professional 
standards…. Her achievements have been recognized 
not only within the Smithsonian and local community, 
but also nationally through her contributions to the 
american academy of Underwater Sciences.”

In addition to accolades, Reed’s diving career has 

brought her great challenges, as well as great joy.
“Because so many of my duties are field related, the 

biggest challenges tend to be those that I cannot control. 
Weather and sea conditions pose significant challenges.  
Additional problems quite often arise regarding 
equipment malfunction and failure, boating issues, trying 
to actually find the target organism or specimen.”

However, she notes, “There is a tremendous 
amount of satisfaction and pride that comes with 
the successful completion of a project, whether 
in its deployment, retrieval or routine collections. 
overcoming adverse conditions or other challenges 
and achieving a positive outcome are, in themselves, 
incredibly rewarding.”

“I’ve also had the great opportunity to dive 
throughout most of the Caribbean Islands, Bahamas, 
Bermuda, Turks and Caicos, and the state of Florida…. 
I’ve been fortunate to join my husband, John Reed, 
a senior research professor with the Harbor Branch 
oceanographic Institute, on several expeditions to the 
Canary Islands, Cape Verde Islands, Honduras and 
New Guinea, as their algal taxonomist.”

Ask her what she enjoys most about her work and 
images of that joyful girl swimming off Mashnee Island 
surface:

“Nothing compares to being able to breathe 
underwater,” she says. “I feel privileged to be a guest 
in such a peaceful and serene environment.” Q

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Campaign for Wheaton

Wheaton power. The college community pushed 
Go Beyond: Campaign for Wheaton to new heights in the 
2011 fiscal year. With extraordinary generosity, alumnae/i, 
parents and friends committed $18.5 million 
in new gifts and pledges this year. The 
campaign total now stands at $95.4 million. 

Wheaton 
will raise 
$120 million by 
June 30, 2014.

More online: 
wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Progress in numbers

Science center: 
$34,736,223 committed to expanding and enhancing 
science facilities through the Mars Center for Science and 
Technology. 

Goal: $35 million

Student scholarships: 
$30,033,644 committed to increasing scholarship support 
for Wheaton students and their families. 

Goal: $50.6 million

Annual support:
$21,423,757 contributed to the Wheaton Fund, since July 1, 
2005. Alumnae/i, parents and friends gave $4,104,865 in the 
past year, meeting the fiscal year 2011 goal of $4.1 million. 

Goal: $34.4 million by June 30, 2014 
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A conversation with…

Nancy Pearlstine Conger ’67  
 � Go Beyond campaign co-chair

 � President, Red Hook Management LLC

Why I want to help 
prepare for the future.
“I truly believe that a lib-
eral arts education is the best 
preparation for thriving in an 
ever-changing world. Wheaton 
taught me how to think, not 

what to do. It has enabled 
me to adapt to a world 

that is a far cry from 
the 1960s. I feel it is 

important for 
students today 
to have that 

experience. 
I enjoy my service on 
the Board of Trustees, 
and I feel that I can 
make a difference.”

Providing a 
distinctive education.
“At Wheaton, each student has the chance to go beyond what 
they thought was possible when they entered as a freshman. 
There are many avenues of exploration, experience and 
leadership for students to challenge themselves. The Wheaton 
culture encourages students to think and do what is possible.”

Making a difference.
“By building a science center that is for all Wheaton stu-
dents, not just science majors, we recognize that this is 
an educational imperative. By building our endowment to 
provide financial aid, we are opening the door to many more 
qualified students so they can benefit from this experience. 
Without the support of the Wheaton Fund, we could not 
move forward. It impacts every aspect of the college.”

Building momentum. 
“The campaign has been a spectacular success to date. The 
response from alumnae/i, parents and friends is a testimony 
to the education and experiences that Wheaton has provided 

to generations of students. Their dedication has resulted 
in meeting our target for the Mars Center for Science and 
Technology, which is up and running. We have also es-
tablished over 100 new 
scholarships and are still 
working to make Wheaton 
affordable for more and 
more students.” 

Looking ahead. 
“We still have a way to go 
and I wouldn’t be doing 
my job if I didn’t ask every 
member of the Wheaton 
community to make a 
special effort to contribute to the campaign, either through 
increased gifts to the Wheaton Fund or to gifts for endowed 
scholarships. We want everyone to have some ownership in 
this wonderful institution.” Q

Campaign leadership
Kenneth Babby ’02

Nancy Pearlstine Conger ’67, co-chair

Deborah Haigh Dluhy ’62

Debra Kent Glidden ’68, co-chair

Thomas Hollister, co-chair

Margaret Dunn Smith ’73

NICKI PARDo
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Awards  
support 
innovation

Foundation and government grants provide 
an important source of funding for innovation. 
Wheaton people and programs received more 
than $2.3 million in grants during the last 
school year to support faculty research, student 
scholarly stipends, curricular development and 
institutional planning and operations. 

“the Shared origins and Parallel Histories of the 
West and Islam (400–900 C.e.)” 

$21,000, Teaching Development Fellowships, 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) 
Yuen-Gen Liang

“What Is the Good life?” 

$25,000, Enduring Questions: Pilot Course 
Grants, NEH 
John Partridge 

$150,000 grant 
will advance 
research
Wheaton College has received a $150,000 
grant that will expand support for student 
and faculty research projects.

The three-year grant, a Presidential 
Leadership award from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation, will enable faculty 
members to continue scholarly work 
beyond the classroom, and it will create 
opportunities for students to participate in 
original research.

“This grant addresses one of Wheaton’s 
most essential priorities: providing the 
resources for faculty and students to 
conduct scholarly work,” said President 
Ronald Crutcher. “The excitement of 
intellectual discovery that comes from 
engagement in scholarship is central to 
the college’s mission and to keeping our 
curriculum vital and evolving.”

The grant will increase the number 
of stipends the college can offer faculty 
members in support of their research. 
Professors’ scholarly activity represents 
a form of professional development that 
allows faculty to enrich their teaching as 
well as develop new courses. For example, 
faculty have introduced new levels of 
scholarship in the areas of environmental 
studies; geography, in relation to feminist 
inquiry; and the pedagogy of writing.

In addition, a portion of the grant will 
support ongoing evaluation of Wheaton’s 

curriculum. The college’s interdisciplinary 
approach to teaching connected and infused 
courses is reviewed periodically. Using input 
from both students and faculty, funds will be 
used to support best practices in this area. 

The Mellon grant also will benefit students 
directly, by providing support for them to 
participate in faculty research as well as 
conduct independent projects for senior 
honors thesis work.

Student-faculty research collaborations 
have become a hallmark of the educational 
experience at Wheaton, and the college has 
several programs dedicated to supporting 

these learning opportunities. For example, 
the Mars Faculty/Student Research 
Fellowships provide funding for teams of 
students and faculty to work together on 
scholarly projects during the summer.

During the school year, the Wheaton 
Research Partnership program allows faculty 
members to hire student research assistants 
using the college’s work-study funds. Among 
the many research efforts that are finding 
support through the program is the highly 
successful “Lexomics” research project. The 
term “Lexomics” was coined by the research 
team to describe the use of computer programs 
to conduct statistical analyses of text. This 
project is so cutting edge that, as one faculty 
participant noted, “a team of students and 
faculty from the University of Pennsylvania 
drove out to Wheaton (in the middle of a 
blizzard) to learn how to do this work from 
us.” Funds from the Mellon grant will enable 
successful projects like this to continue. Q

—Michelle Monti

“This grant addresses one 

of Wheaton’s most essential 

priorities: providing the resources 

for faculty and students to 

conduct scholarly work.”

 President Ronald Crutcher

Professor of Biology robert Morris FlYNN laRSeN
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A banner year
Wheaton’s supporters 
pushed annual giving to 
the college to new heights 
during the 2010–2011 
school year. Alumnae/i, 
parents and friends gave 
$4,104,865 to the Wheaton 
Fund, exceeding last year’s 
$3.9 million mark. 

The final Wheaton Fund tally for the 
2011 fiscal year reflects a modest increase 
in alumnae/i participation as well as the 
generosity of the members of the Mary Lyon 
Society, who make leadership gifts to the 
college on a yearly basis. As a group, the 
Mary lyon Society contributed $3.6 million. 

“Wheaton’s donors 
have truly ‘gone beyond’ 
expectations this year,” 
said Mary Casey, vice 
president for college 
advancement. “We are 
tremendously grateful.”

Annual support 
is critical to preserving the college’s 
programs. The Wheaton Fund helps to 
sustain everything from scholarships 
and faculty salaries to athletics and 
campus programming. In fact, annual 
gifts, combined with income from the 
endowment, bridge the gap between the 

funds that the college collects in tuition and 
the actual cost of a Wheaton education. 

The immediate impact of gifts to the 
Wheaton Fund inspires many parents to get 

involved. Indeed, parents 
of current students and 
alumnae/i gave $324,744 to 
the college this year. 

overall, 30 percent 
of Wheaton alumnae/i 
contributed to the Wheaton 
Fund between July 1, 

2010, and June 30, 2011, which represents 
an increase over the 28.9 percent who 
participated in the previous year. The 
Wheaton Fund Participation Challenge 
helped to drive that improvement, earning 
an additional $200,000 from the alumnae/i 
who posed the challenge.

As always, alums celebrating Reunion 
participated enthusiastically. Marking 
their 50th Reunion, the Class of 1961 set 
the pace with a $300,258 cumulative gift 
to the Wheaton Fund this year. The 112 
members of the class who contributed also 
represented the greatest number of donors 
as well as the highest participation rate (82 
percent) of any class. The graduating seniors 
in the Class of 2011 followed with a 72 
percent participation rate; the Class of 1981 
showed the greatest percentage growth in 
participation from the prior year.

The Class of 1956 was given the Reunion 
gift award, which recognizes the class that 
has the largest five-year total for combined 
Wheaton Fund and capital giving—the five-
year combined total was $7,797,536. Q

“encoding financial records for Historical research” 

$25,000, Digital Humanities Start-Up Grants, NEH   
Kathryn Tomasek 

renovations and Improvements in Keefe Hall

$25,000, Keefe Family Foundation

“MrI: acquisition of an Ion Chromatograph to 
Support research and Undergraduate education”

$36,179, National Science Foundation (NSF) 
Matthew Evans

“lexomic tools and Methods for textual analysis: 
Providing Deep access to Digitized texts”

$135,895, Preservation and Access Research and 
Development, NEH 
Michael Drout 

Presidential leadership Grant: Investing in 
research—a Bridge to a vibrant academic future

$150,000, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 

Davis United World College Scholars Program

$270,000

Supporting faculty retirements and 
reconfiguring Curricular resources

$700,000, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 

“Wheaton’s donors have 

truly ‘gone beyond’ 

expectations this year.”

Mary Casey, vice president for 
college advancement
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President Crutcher accepts the alumnae/i reunion gift from Scott St. onge ’99.
KeiTH NORDSTROM
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Food, God and 
scholarship
Professor cooks up 
a translation, savors 
connections
For Professor of Religion Jonathan 
Brumberg-Kraus, the connection between 
food and religion is the main ingredient 
in academic research and teaching. His 
most recent project highlights that fact. 
He’s writing the first-ever English translation 
of Shulhan Shel Arba (Table of Four), a 14th-
century handbook on Jewish table ethics 
and etiquette written by Spanish kabbalist 
and biblical scholar Rabbenu Bahya ben 
Asher. Here, Brumberg-Kraus reflects on his 
drive to make this ancient text relevant for 
contemporary readers; his hunger to show 
how food creates community; and why 
food and worship are always at the center 
of his scholarly table.

Professor Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus
PHOTOS BY NiCKi PaRDO
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By Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus
Professor of religion

Nearly every Friday i perform my regular “ritual of dinner,” making chal-
lah, bread for my family’s Friday night Shabbat meal. i’ve done it so many 
times now that I know the recipe quantities by heart. I can make it wher-
ever I go—even when it means translating my recipes into Czech to find 
ingredients in the markets of Prague, as I had to do when I was there 
writing and teaching as a visiting rabbi at the liberal synagogue Bejt Praha 
in the summer of 2010.

Homemade food has a kind of friend-
making power that comes from the labor, 
care, art, love and intention you put into it. 
My bread-baking ritual satisfies a twofold 
desire: It allows me to both embrace some-
thing familiar, comfortable and personally 
nourishing, as well as to reach out beyond 
myself to connect with others, by sharing 
the food I spend time preparing.

In a way, my latest project translating 
Rabbenu Bahya ben Asher’s Shulhan Shel 
Arba (Table of Four), a sacred Jewish text 

about mindful eating, is as much a “ritual 
of dinner” as my weekly challah baking. 
Rituals in general, and eating together in 
particular, prompt us to reflect deeply 
about the connections between what we’re 
doing, with whom, and why we’re doing it.

Not only is this kind of reflection at the 
heart of my classroom teaching, my scholar-
ship and the translation of this book, it is 
also the factor that adds value to living and 
learning together as a small liberal arts college 
community, and on a larger scale, as a society.

“Seven heavens” challah, 

pictured above, is a special 

challah that the professor 

baked this past June 

for the Jewish holiday 

of Shavuot. The holiday 

celebrates the receiving of 

the Torah from Mt. Sinai. 

The special challah for the 

holiday symbolizes Mt. Sinai 

reaching up to the seven 

heavens. There also are 

other symbols baked on the 

bread, including Jacob’s 

ladder, a dove, a fish, and 

the two tablets of the Torah, 

which are associated with 

God’s revelation.

Maia BRUMBeRG-KRaUS
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I’m convinced that rituals, espe-
cially the rituals of eating together, 
make communities—regardless of  
whether they’re secular or reli-
gious. At Wheaton, we teach and 
learn, eat, drink and live together 
in close physical proximity. We 
assume that this closeness provides 
an invaluable educational benefit. 
However, that is only true, if and 
only if, we pay attention to what 
we’re doing.

That’s why Rabbenu Bahya’s 
book has had such an impact on 
me and why I want to share it with 
a larger audience. Shulhan Shel 
Arba reminds us that the possibility 
for the kind of examined life that a 
liberal arts education seeks to in-
still unfolds before us every day in 
something as seemingly mundane 
as cooking or eating.

I received Shulhan Shel Arba from my 
best friends and frequent dinner partners 
for my 33rd birthday back in 1992. It has 
changed my life.

It has helped me focus my passionate but 
scattered interests in meals—both inside 
and outside of academia; informed the 
many Shabbat and holiday meals my wife 
Maia and I have made; and has become 
central to my academic research on food 
and religion, as well as a subject for my 
teaching. I have been mining this book 
over the past decade or so for my research 
and publications on Jewish meals. It also 
has become an inspiration and a kind of 
model for the First Year Seminar “Rituals of 
Dinner,” which I designed and have taught 
since starting at Wheaton.

Shulhan Shel Arba reveals that meals can 
elevate our relationships with one another 
and the world around us, by cultivating our 
relationship with God. It develops in both 

imaginative and very concrete ways the 
famous Jewish idea that the dinner table is 
a “mikdash me’at”—a “mini-Temple.” Like 
the Temple service, the table’s purpose is to 
help people have a relationship with each 
other and with God. And that’s exactly 
what this book has done for me: It has 
deepened and elevated my most impor-
tant relationships with other people, and 
through them, with God, through the physi-
cal and sensory experiences of food and 
talk at shared meals.

Rabbenu Bahya sensually describes the 
words to be said at a meal, like blessings 
and food-related Torah discussions, as if 
they were the smells and sights of aromatic 
oils and smoke wafting up to the heavens 
at the altar of the Temple. Likewise, he dis-
cusses how the physical gesture of raising 
the 10 fingers of your hands up for washing 
before a meal (netilat yada’im) kinetically 

turns your attention upward. The 
upward motion is key. He has you 
imagine energy flowing up from 
your 10 toes through your body, 
through your 10 fingers, reaching up 
to connect back to their Source, the 
10 Sefirot (the kabbalistic symbolic 
terms describing God). What we see, 
say and sense at the table should 
stimulate our imagination, the author 
tells us.

He suggestively connects the 
imperative to go out of your way to be 
hospitable to both the mundane activ-
ity of lingering over your dinner table 
after a pleasant meal and to a power-
ful reminder of our own mortality:

“Whoever prolongs his time at the 
table, his days and years are pro-
longed for him…. By prolonging one’s 

time at the table, it is more likely that a 
poor person will come and he’ll give him 
a piece of food so he’ll be provided for.”

Inviting guests is in effect also “invit-
ing” God to the dinner table. Through the 
author’s imaginative re-envisioning of the 
ordinary things we can do at the dinner 
table, we might truly experience our Jewish 
table as indeed a kind of “table before the 
Lord” (Ezekiel 41:22). Whether or not you 
take this literally, the words are meant to 
honor the human participants in the meal, 
as sharers in a special, emotionally elevat-
ing experience. Some religious communi-
ties call this “God” or “the gods,” others 
need no theistic or supernatural language 
at all for it. Regardless, Shulhan Shel Arba’s 
metaphors refer not to some unattainable 
Something “out there,” but rather to some-
thing we can experience palpably through 
our companionship with other flesh-and-
blood people, and in the natural world 
around us.

Illustrations by Rosemary Liss ’11

“a ‘Corner’ of food for the Hungry”

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/Sefirot.html
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The fact is, food makes a great conversa-
tion starter. Most people care quite deeply 
about what they eat, and if they don’t, that 
too prompts an interesting conversation. 
And the conversations are even better, more 
likely to go deeper, if they’re over a meal, 
a drink, at a table where we see each other 
face-to-face. Talking about eating while 
you’re eating pushes you to be both reflec-
tive and materially engaged all at once.

No matter how esoteric the reflections are 
(as they should be, if our imaginations are 
to flourish), the sounds, tastes, smells, touch 
and the sight of our food, drink and com-
panions remind us to “keep it real.”

The meal surrounds us in a network of 
concentric circles: our senses, our bodies, 
our social commitments and the natural 
world. Through mental reflection precisely 
on what is right in front of us, we connect.

The pedagogical, the moral value of the 

pleasures of the table rests in the power of 
“storied food [to] feed us both body and 
soul, the threads of narrative knitting us 
together as a group, and knitting the group 
into the larger fabric of the given world,” to 
quote Michael Pollan’s Omnivore’s Dilemma 
(Wheaton summer reading for incoming 
freshmen in 2007 and 2008). 

Even religious rabbis and atheist evo-
lutionary biologists can connect in lunch 
conversations in the emerson Faculty Dining 
Room, or over lambic beer and smelly 
cheeses from La Laiterie.

Jonathan Smith, a leading scholar of 
comparative religious studies, has aptly 
defined ritual as “mode of paying atten-
tion.” In that, the rituals I do, I teach, I 
translate have an affinity with the practice 
of the scientists and artists I know. Though 
we may pay attention to different things 
in different ways, what we seem to share 

is a careful, focused attention to details, a 
sort of kinesthetic awareness that requires 
movement and registering what we gather 
through our senses, and a goal orientation 
without actually knowing exactly what our 
results will be until we get there.

There is a method, a discipline that we 
presume will get us from A to B. But while 
we imagine, envision and hypothesize 
what B might be, we have to remain open 
to whatever results present themselves, 
whether they are pretty much what we 
expected, or something quite different. 

The rituals of dinner, and all the neces-
sary rituals of living together, let’s say, on 
a residential liberal arts college campus 
like Wheaton, accustom us to a disciplined 
openness to the concentric circles of worlds 
right in front of our very senses.

While i find all the connections and as-
sociations in my translation (really a kind of 

Professor Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus often has lunch and torah study sessions with students.
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meditation) incredibly exciting, the 
real challenge has been trying to 
convey this to others.

I think I turned a corner and got 
closer to that goal when I started 
to think about my translation of 
Shulhan Shel Arba as a work of art 
and a ritual object, rather than just 
an academic resource for a mod-
ern audience interested in food, 
culture and ethics.

This is where the illustrations 
of Rosemary Liss ’11 come in. 
Reading Rabbenu Bahya’s book, 
you can make the verbal and 
thematic associations only to the 
extent that you already have “ac-
quired” in your mind the things, 
the sounds, the tastes to which 
he alludes. So a contemporary 
English translation and interpreta-
tion of Shulhan Shel Arba alone would not 
be enough to hook a modern audience 
unfamiliar with rabbinic and kabbalistic 
symbolism and ways of thinking. However, 
if Rabbenu Bahya’s “old” ideas can be visu-
ally associated with more contemporary 
images, the same visionary experience of 
“directed free association” might be evoked 
in contemporary readers.

That’s why I invited Rosemary, a studio art 
major who was in my “Rituals of Dinner,” to 
compose seven original illustrations for my 
translation.

Rosemary’s illustrations were informed 
by her sensibilities as a modern, nonortho-
dox Jewish woman interested in sustain-
able, local, slow food. By filtering Rabbenu 
Bahya’s Shulhan Shel Arba through her 
creative vision, Rosemary updated its allu-
sive ideas in a sort of “visual midrash.” (All 
thanks to a Mars grant for student-faculty 
research collaboration.)

Her models for the illustrations were 

the illuminated Passover Haggadot (Jewish 
texts that set forth the order of the Passover 
Seder) by Rabbenu Bahya’s contemporaries 
in 13th- and 14th-century northern Spain, 
which she studied as part of this project, as 
well as the English text of my translation of 
Shulhan Shel Arba.

We also imitated the process used in the 
composing of these medieval illuminated 
Spanish Haggadot, which probably were 
commissioned collaborations between 
artists and rabbinic scholars somewhat 
similar to Rosemary’s and mine. Hence, for 
the duration of the project, we either met, 
or, when I was working on the translation 
in Prague, corresponded electronically to 
discuss which parts to illustrate, rationales 
for her artistic choices, and for general 
brainstorming and “give-and-take” about 
the art and the text.

Working with an artist like Rosemary 

helped me integrate my desire to cre-
ate something that aims to be both a 
scholarly work and a work of art. The 
best part about the collaboration was 
that it inspired us to produce more 
and better work than I think we could 
have done on our own. 

The whole was definitely greater 
than the sum of its parts. Working 
with her supplied a whole set of in-
ternal motivations, built-in incentives 
that came not only from the rewards 
of camaraderie, but also from the mu-
tual esteem we had for each other’s 
work. To be honest, whether you’re 
a graduating senior or a full profes-
sor, you both benefit from the mutual 
exchange of respect for each other’s 
work, talent and vision inherent in 
the activity of collaboration.

We’re still looking for a publisher 
who will share our vision of an art book for 
the dinner table, a sort of modern illumi-
nated Haggadah, but our work-in-progress is 
publicly available online at http://acadblogs.
wheatoncollege.edu/jbk/.

No matter what happens, the collabora-
tion and the translation process have been 
worthwhile for us both in our professional 
and personal development, and the reflec-
tion, like a good meal with friends, has 
been invaluable. Q

Professor of Religion Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, 
who is a rabbi, teaches courses on the Hebrew 
Bible and New Testament (in translation), on 
Judaism, Islam, responses to the Holocaust, 
comparison of religions, religion in modern 
literature, and “Rituals of Dinner”; conducts in-
formal weekly Torah study sessions over lunch 
at Wheaton; and contributes to the blog “The 
Jew and the Carrot: Jews, Food, and Contem-
porary Issues” (http://jcarrot.org/author/jona-
than). He admits to being a little obsessed with 
food, both in theory and in practice.

“vegetables with love”
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Challah recipe
To make challah, Professor 
Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus 
uses his favorite whole-wheat 
recipe from Marcy Goldman’s 
Treasury of Jewish Holiday 
Baking. He uses a bread ma-
chine to mix and knead, but 
you can also do it by hand.

Ingredients
1 1/2 cups warm water 
4 teaspoons yeast (plus pinch 
of sugar) 
1/4 cup sugar 
1/4 cup honey 
1/3 cup oil 
3 eggs 
2 cups whole wheat flour 
4 cups unbleached white flour 
1 tablespoon salt 
1 beaten egg for egg wash

Directions:
First, proof the yeast in the water with the pinch of sugar 
in the bread machine container. Then add the rest of the 
sugar and wet ingredients. Next, add the flour and salt. 
Set the bread machine to the knead-and-rise cycle. (You 
may need to “help” the machine a bit by stirring the wet 
and dry ingredients together with a spoon, since the 
container for many bread machines works best with less 
than six cups of flour. You also may need to adjust the 
amount of flour, depending on the humidity.)
once the cycle is complete, shape the bread, either 
into two braided loaves 
or into one big round-
shaped loaf. Let the 
bread rise for another 
hour on pans lined with 
parchment paper until 
the bread has doubled in 
size. Brush with the beaten egg (for the braided loaves, 
sprinkle with sesame seeds), and bake in a 350-degree 
oven for 30 to 35 minutes, or until done.

About the artist
Rosemary Liss ’11, who 
majored in studio art, created 
the seven illustrations 
(gouache on parchment 
paper) for Professor 
Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus’s 
translation of Shulhan Shel 
Arba. her collaboration on 
the project stems from her 
time in his First Year Seminar 
“Rituals of Dinner.” “We 
both bonded over our love 
for food, especially stinky 
cheese,” she says. “For the 
seminar, we had an end-
of-the-year banquet and 
I designed the invitation. 
When he saw my painting, 
he asked me if I would be 
interested in doing more 
work for him…. As an artist 
and a self-proclaimed foodie, 
it was the perfect fit because 

I got to paint food all day. I was also interested in 
doing the research for this project because half my 
family is Jewish, and although 
they came to America from Russia 
and Poland, they originated from 
Spain, which is where many of 
the haggadot I studied were 
created. This project is a real-world 
connection. While doing research 
for the paintings, I was able to 
combine my skills as an artist with 
my academic side as well as look at 
the social and cultural significance 
of the importance of eating together 
as a family and as a community.” 
The best part about working on 
the project? “Meeting with my 
professor to discuss our ideas over 
a good meal.”

Rosemary Liss ’11 currently lives in upstate New York and 
works at a gourmet restaurant in Rhinebeck, N.Y., that serves 
local and seasonal food. She is continuing to paint and ex-
panding her portfolio in order to apply to artist-in-residency 
programs for the winter.

“Blessings of the table”

More online:
For more detailed instructions for 
using the bread machine or for 
kneading by hand, go online at: 
wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Fast-forward 
into finance
As Europe’s leaders scrambled in 2010 
to shore up their shared currency and 
stabilize the finances of Greece, Ireland 
and Portugal, Michael Wright ’09 was 
following each new development from his 
office in New York City.

Wright is an analyst at Forex Capital 
Markets, one of the world’s top currency 
brokerage firms, where he tracks and 
forecasts the movements of exchange 
rates based on fundamentals—such as 
employment, economic activity and 
inflation—and technical factors like moving 
averages and trend lines. His analyses go to 
clients and get posted on Yahoo! Finance, 
and the investor site Seeking alpha, as well 
as his company’s DailyFX.com.

So how does a 24-year-old only a year 
and a half out of school make sense of the 
global currency market, with nearly  
$4 trillion in trades every day? By applying 
the principles he learned as an economics 
major at Wheaton.

“That’s all Forex trading is—having a 
macroeconomic view, and knowing what 

factors influence a region in the short and 
long term,” Wright said. “The market is 
its own animal, so being a trader and a 
strategist is difficult at times; i often have to 
put my bias aside.”  

Wright’s success is no surprise to those 
who knew him as an undergraduate, 
when he was a hard-working student and 
an all-American sprinter to boot. “He’s a 

phenomenal young man,” said Alex Vasquez, 
associate dean for academic and campus life. 
“I can talk about Michael all day.”

The world of high finance is a far cry from 
the one in which Wright grew up, one of 
three brothers raised in Uniondale, N.Y., 
by a single mother who sometimes worked 
three jobs to support her family. He arrived 
at Wheaton planning to be an aerospace 
engineer, but then a friend gave him a book 
on investing to read over the summer. He 
was hooked right away.

Wright returned to Wheaton and began 
exploring finance with Sheila Dvorin, 
associate director of the Filene Center for 
academic advising and Career Services. 
“i used to e-mail Sheila probably every 
other day, and she never got annoyed,” 

he laughed. “We’d even have phone 
conversations over the breaks.”

Dvorin set Wright up with an 
internship at Smith Barney’s wealth 
management division his sophomore 

year, which confirmed his interest in 
finance. More internships followed, first at 

the Boston-based money manager Putnam 
Investments and then at Royal Bank of 
Scotland during a semester abroad he spent 
in London.

“In my 25 years at Wheaton, Michael was 
a standout,” Dvorin said, recalling the hours 
he spent perfecting each detail of his résumé 
and cover letters. “Michael was so eager to 
learn and embrace opportunities.”

Wright’s achievements outside the 
classroom and the professional world were 
just as impressive. A runner since elementary 
school, he was a star on the men’s track 

& field track team and holds the college 
records in the 100-meter dash as well as the 
4x100- and 4x400-meter relays. (He held 
the record in the 200-meter dash, too, until 
Raiyan Banaji ’11 broke it last winter.)

Wright singled out former coach Marc 
Mangiacotti, now at Brown University, for 
helping him balance his commitments. 
Mangiacotti used to come in at 5 a.m. so 
Wright could practice early in order to make 
it to his classes, get his homework done and 
go to his internships. 

Now, at Forex Capital Markets, Wright 
is part of a seven-person team—four in 
New York, two in San Francisco and one 
in Israel. (They use IM to stay in touch.) 
He keeps tabs on everything from Ben 
Bernanke’s pronouncements to military 
tensions in Korea, protests in the Middle 
East/North Africa and earthquakes in New 
Zealand—anything that could impact 
currency values. And he still draws on les-
sons learned in classes like Professor John 
Gildea’s senior economics seminar. 

“Sometimes when i’m writing reports 
or thinking about the implications that 
an economic release could have on a 
currency before placing a trade, I recall 
my economics classes and I laugh—it’s 
everything I learned at Wheaton,” he said.

Wright has his eye toward starting his 
own firm. He sees big opportunities in 
retail currency trading, which is fairly new, 
very liquid, and goes on 24 hours a day. “I 
love the markets,” he said, “and to have the 
opportunity to pursue a career I love, I am 
very fortunate.” Q

—Ted Nesi ’07

“Sometimes when I’m writing 

reports or thinking about the 

implications that an economic 

release could have on a 

currency before placing a trade, 

I recall my economics classes 

and I laugh—it’s everything I 

learned at Wheaton.”

Michael Wright ’09
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Alumnae/i board 
candidates
After extensive research, the nominating committee has selected 
the following candidates for the Alumnae/i Association Board of 
Directors. elections will be held at Homecoming on September 24. 
In accordance with the bylaws of the Alumnae/i Association, ad-
ditional nominations may be made for positions other than alumna/
alumnus trustee. Nominations must be submitted in writing at least 
two weeks before Homecoming. Nominations should include 
relevant information about the candidate, written consent from the 
nominee, along with at least 30 signatures from alumnae/i represent-
ing no fewer than three classes.

lisa-Marie arnone Barker ’89  
Director of communications

Barker is director of interactive 
marketing and web channel 
strategy at Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Massachusetts. Previously, she has 
held several senior-level marketing 
positions. She has a master’s 
degree in business administration 
from Suffolk University and has 
taken additional leadership courses 
at Babson College and Bocconi 
University in Milan, Italy. She is a 
member of a myriad of technology 
groups and online health care 
marketing organizations. She also 
volunteers a significant amount 
of time to her local community 
and 4-H farm, church and sports 
organizations, and the Carroll School 
in Lincoln, Mass. As a volunteer 
for Wheaton, she is serving as 
class webmaster and as Reunion 
webmaster. She recently attended 
ALC/Homecoming in 2010 and 
a senior alumnae/i networking 
reception in early 2011.

Mary “Polly” Bartlett Bryson ’79 
alumnae/i trustee

Bryson is a partner at Terra Nova 
Partners, LLC., a commercial real 
estate investment firm in Cambridge, 
Mass. Previously, she was a principal 
at Spaulding & Slye (now Jones 
Lang LaSalle), and held several 
leadership positions at the firm, 
including New England brokerage 
manager, director of marketing 
and research, and New England 
regional manager. Throughout her 
career, she has also been involved 
in fundraising and leadership roles 
for several community service 
organizations, such as United 
Way of Massachusetts Bay and 
Merrimack Valley and YWCA Boston. 
She is a member of the President’s 
Commission at Wheaton, currently 
serving her third three-year term. 
She has also served as class fund 
agent, phonathon caller, Annual Fund 
leadership solicitor, and Reunion gift 
committee member. In 2007, she 
established the Professor Charles 
Aughtry Scholarship in memory of 
Professor Aughtry.

rebecca “Becky” Hale ’99  
National reunion chair

Hale is a studio staff photographer 
for National Geographic magazine. 
She shoots everything from events to 
portraits and works on projects for a 
wide range of departments. Recent 
projects have included illustrating 
articles about advances in organ 
regeneration, the dwindling number 
of redheads on the planet, and global 
trends in maternity and paternity 
leave. In 2008 she traveled to Turkey, 
Egypt and Italy, where she photo-
graphed famous sites profiled in the 
NationalGeographic.com Photosynth 
project. Currently, Hale is a mem-
ber of Wheaton’s Regional Club 
Committee and a Filene Center volun-
teer. She attended ALC/Homecoming 
in 2005 and the Washington, D.C., 
Wheaton Club event at the National 
Press Club in 2009. As a student, she 
was a member of the Wheatones and 
editor of Rushlight. 

June Gray fletcher ’78, P’10  
recognition chair

Fletcher is an elementary school 
teacher for the New York City 
Department of Education, at P.S. 
11 Highbridge School in the Bronx. 
She holds a master’s degree 
in elementary education from 
Lehman College of the City 
University of New York, certification 

for gifted and talented education 
from Lehman College, and reading 
recovery certification from New York 
University. She is also a member 
of the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club at the Riverside 
Church of New York. She has been 
a representative on Wheaton’s 
Recognition Committee since 2007 
and was the interim vice president 
and chair from February to June 
2010. She attended her 30th Reunion 
in 2008, ALC in 2008 and 2009, the 
alumnae/i of color event in 2009, and 
Commencement/Reunion in 2010. 
While a student at Wheaton, she 
was a member of the Black Student 
Society, the Drama Club, Italian Club 
and Sociology Club.  

David Kromm ’97, S’95 
Nominating chair

Kromm is an attorney in the General 
Counsel’s Office of the Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey in 
New York. The Port Authority is 
a bi-state agency that runs the 
regional transportation infrastructure, 
including the bridges, tunnels, 
airports and seaports within the 
Port District of New York and New 
Jersey. Kromm focuses primarily 
on law enforcement and negligence 
cases. He is a member of the 
Alumnae/i Association nominating 
committee and a member of APAC 
and the Alumnae/i Association ad hoc 
committee. He has attended several 
Wheaton New York Club events. The 
most recent one was at the Williams 
Club in February 2009. He also 
attended the Inaugural 85 Broads 
Student Alumnae/i Conference held 
at Wheaton in 2009, as well as 
Reunions in 1999, 2000, 2002 and 
2007, and ALC/Homecoming in 2002 
and 2008. Q

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu


Guidelines
Upcoming deadlines

Winter 2012:  Sept. 23, 2011
Spring 2012:  Dec. 19, 2011
Summer 2012:  March 10, 2012
Fall 2012:  June 24, 2012

These deadlines apply to class 
secretaries and their columns. 
Submissions from classmates should 
be made directly to class secretaries 
before these deadlines. 

We cannot guarantee the 
publication of class notes received 
after the deadline as production 
schedules and resources require 
strict deadline compliance.

Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints 
(made from a negative) or digital 
photos can be submitted to the 
Quarterly for publication. 

Tips for digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should 
be taken on the highest-quality 
setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6 
inches or larger and 300 dpi. 
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG 
and email it as an attachment to 
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.

How to submit Class Notes

Email: Email your notes to  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. 
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)

By fax: (508) 286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still 
welcome at our door. You may mail 
columns or your news to:

Class Notes 
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College 
Norton, MA 02766 

Questions? 
We are here to help tackle any 
questions, concerns or problems 
that come up as you work on your 
class notes. 

News about members of classes that 
are not listed or do not have a class 
secretary may be submitted to the 
Wheaton Quarterly preferrably by email.

CLAss nOTEs

   NEWsmAkERs

You are washing dishes by hand. You have pushed up your sleeves, but they keep sliding down 
into the suds. What to do? Barbara Doran ’77 knows. In fact, she has created a whole business that 
answers that question—Kuffco, LLC. Her company makes KitchenKuffs®, fashionably designed cuffs 
that slip over your own sleeves to hold them in place while doing dishes, cooking, gardening and the 
like. Her business caught the eye of MarthaStewart.com, which in april featured her on the website’s 
“Dreamers Into Doers” page, as a “Doer of the Week.” In a long Q&A, she talks about her business: 
“I came up with the idea for KitchenKuffs®, and formed Kuffco, LLC, in 2008. At the time I was, and 
still am, the owner (with my husband Frank) of a small advertising agency. i had left corporate america 
in 1995 as a vice president of marketing. I’ve long had an entrepreneurial spirit and never quite fit the 
corporate mold. Additionally, in 2006, I earned my certification as a professional dog trainer. Dog 
training, a lifetime passion, was my original post-agency retirement plan…. I wear a lot of sweatshirts 
(dogs’ nails and teeth don’t get caught as easily in sweatshirts as they do in sweaters). I also spend a 
fair amount of time in the kitchen, preparing meals and cleaning up after. I’d forever be pushing my 
long sleeves up while cooking or washing something in the sink. My sleeves would always fall back 
down my arms and i’d end up with wet sleeves. Yuck! i hate that. So, i decided to do something about 
it.” At Wheaton, Doran majored in psychobiology. Although her major doesn’t sound like it would 

lead to KitchenKuffs, she says that Wheaton was the perfect preparation for creating her 
business: “I found Wheaton to be a very supportive and nurturing environment, where I 
was pushed to think outside the box, resolve problems, and always strive for excellence. 
These qualities have served me well throughout my professional life.” 

More online:
Read her entire Q&A at: http://dreamers.marthastewart.com/page/doer-of-the-week-barbara-doran

Her website is at: http://www.kitchenkuffs.com/

She is on Facebook at: http://www.facebook.com/KitchenKuffs

http://dreamers.marthastewart.com/page/doer-of-the-week-barbara-doran
http://www.kitchenkuffs.com/
http://www.facebook.com/KitchenKuffs
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Buon compleanno!

let’s all meet in Florence, italy, for our 65th 
birthdays!

This was the crazy idea that a group of 
1968 classmates tossed out to each other in 
the merriment of their 40th Reunion in 2008. 
But, it turns out that “crazy” is indeed “pos-
sible” when one is as committed to a plan as 
these classmates were. 

Several years and many email invitations 
later, they did it! on April 11, 2011, 16 
classmates, 11 of whom had been at that 
Reunion, arrived at the Porta Rossa Hotel in 
Florence, italy, coming from 10 states. and 
they brought significant others, for a total of 
25 in the group.  

According to class notes co-secretary Carol 
Steiner ’68, when Julia Weiss ’68, who settled 
in Florence after graduation, came to the 40th 
Reunion, some of her classmates jokingly 
said they should visit her in italy. She invited 
them. A committee was formed. And… Buon 
Compleanno! (Happy Birthday!)

Julia, who made arrangements in Italy and 
guided the group, deserves an enormous 
thank-you, notes Carol, who enjoyed the four 
days of celebrating.

According to Carol, Julia planned very 
special things for the group to see and experi-
ence while in Florence—staying at a fabulous 
hotel; hosting a lovely get-to-know-each-oth-
er-again champagne reception at her art-filled 
home, which also has two ceiling frescoes; 
securing a private guide in the Uffizi Gallery, 
who gave them rare access to the Vasari 
Corridor, which runs over the Ponte Vecchio; 
arranging fabulous meals in special restau-
rants from casual to elegant, with rooms that 
they had to themselves (they got louder and 
louder as the celebrations—and wine—un-
folded); scheduling a visit to view the making 
of Florentine-style mosaics and guiding them 
at the Galleria dell’Academia, where they 
saw a fine collection of early paintings and 

Michelangelo’s “David.”
“As many of my classmates’ comments 

showed me, this was a moving experience 
for all of us,” said Carol. “We share having 
gone to Wheaton, and we are very interesting 
people. in Florence we were a joyous group, 
unexpectedly so, as most of us were not 
close friends in college. We loved getting to 
know one another better. A highlight for me 
was when two former Wheatones and I led 
everyone in singing Wheaton and American 
standards with and for Julia. (When else 
would she have that opportunity?) It was a 
crazy sight to see young people join some of 
us in a chorus line in Piazza della Signoria, 
exuberantly singing show tunes.”

Cynthia Fillback Dauphin ’68, who lives in 
Lincoln, Mass., enjoyed the get-together so 
much that she already is planning a mini-reunion 
weekend in october in the Boston area.

Complimenti!
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   NEWsmAkERs

Marilyn Grifoni Belmonte ’80 worked in medical research for 10 years after 
graduating from Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in psychobiology. When 
her oldest daughter turned 13, she became concerned, as most parents 
do, about preventing the use of drugs and alcohol. So she joined her local 
prevention coalition. Little did she know that her volunteer work would lead 
to an amazing career in substance abuse prevention. From 2000 to 2005, 
she was a drug recognition specialist, training law enforcement officers at the 
Massachusetts State Police academy, and then in 2005 she founded Drug 
Abuse Recognition & Prevention, to bring drug education to parents and 
youth professionals. Recently, her organization was awarded a mini-grant 
contract by the Substance abuse and Mental Health Services administration 
in Washington, D.C. The administration promotes innovative programs that ad-
dress critical substance abuse prevention or mental health needs. Belmonte’s 
workshops teach parents how to educate their children about drugs and alcohol without enticing them, improve parent-teen communication 
skills, and monitor their teens’ activities. Belmonte has been collaborating with consultants from the Boston University Center for Addictions 
Research and Services to evaluate her community presentations and parent workshops. This study is the first step toward having her workshops 
recognized by the federal administration as proven prevention programs and placed on a national registry of evidence-based initiatives. What 

does she consider her biggest accomplishment? “When parents contact me after a presentation and tell 
me how I have encouraged them to take action to get their children counseling or to take away the car 
keys because their teen is smoking marijuana or no longer accept underage drinking as a rite of passage 
or change how they talk to their kids about drugs and alcohol, I know I have made real changes that are 
helping families.” Belmonte gives Wheaton huge credit for contributing to her success: “My education at 
Wheaton gave me the platform to do anything my heart desired. My liberal arts degree allowed me to 
follow my dreams to be whatever I wanted to be.”

Read more
Belmonte’s workshop is featured in 
a story at www.capecodkidz.com/
news519.htm.

   NEWsmAkERs

Imagine having a job where every day and every minute is different and the unknown 
can be deadly. That’s the way it is for Jeremy Weiss ’01, who is a detective assigned to 
the criminal investigations division in Connecticut. 

“I truly have no idea what is going to happen from one minute to the next,” he says. 
“Within the course of an eight-hour period, I could be sitting and typing a case report 
one minute, and involved in a life-or-death struggle the next. It keeps me on my toes, and 
certainly keeps me alert.” He faced just such a life-or-death scenario this spring, which 
the Journal Inquirer in Connecticut captured in a photo in March. 

a domestic abuse call came into the South Windsor, Conn., police department where 
he works. A man had gotten into a dispute with his family. After realizing that the police 
had been called, the man grabbed a gun and barricaded himself in the home. 

 “Once we were on scene, he threatened to kill any police officer who stepped on his 
property,” says Weiss. “The male subject eventually took his own life after several hours 
of a standoff. I arrived on scene to that call soon after the initial patrol response. I heard 
the on-scene officer’s call-out about what was unfolding, and i went to assist. i took a 
position on the exterior of the home and assisted with maintaining a secure perimeter. once we learned that he took 
his life, it was then our job as detectives to process the death scene.”

Danger is just one of the bigger challenges of the job, but there are many others, he notes. “My challenges evolve 
with every scenario I am involved with. one day my challenge may be trying to get a confession from a robbery 
suspect, and another day I may be in a foot pursuit with a bank robber. My other challenges sometimes involve my 
family life. Quite often it is difficult to turn off the police mentality. There are times when my wife thinks i’m inter-
rogating her, which she certainly doesn’t enjoy as much as a suspected burglar might.”

Weiss said he always knew he wanted to work in law enforcement. He majored in sociology because it was the degree most closely related 
to the work involved. after he graduated from Wheaton in 2001, he was hired by the South Windsor police department within a few months.  

“I have many fond memories of Wheaton and often wish I was still there,” he says. “As far as life lessons, I learned that you get out of life and 
your career what you put in. You can sit back, coast and just get by, or you can make every effort to do your very best, and the results will be 
that much better.”

More online:
See the photo of Weiss in 
action at bit.ly/mwJQ2X or 
use the code below with 
your smartphone.

http://www.capecodkidz.com/news519.htm
http://www.capecodkidz.com/news519.htm


Additional note on a 
cappella
I’d like to add to the history of a cap-
pella singing at Wheaton, which was 
featured in an interesting article in 
the spring Quarterly.

In 1945 there were no a cappella 
groups at Wheaton, so I gathered 
seven students who sang in the choir 
to form a group. We performed at 
dances and called ourselves “The 
Merry Lions.” On my graduation, 
I left the music and responsibility 
to continue in the capable hands 
of Barbara Murphy ’49, who kept 
me informed of their ongoing 
success and name change to “The 
Wheatones,” a perfect name! It 
is gratifying to know their voices 
and those of the Whims and the 
Gentlemen Callers are filling the air 
with a cappella music.

—Marie Williams Petersen ’47 

Magazine engages
Neither my wife nor I ever attended 
Wheaton, but two of our sons at-
tended Wheaton-affiliated schools 
(Ames preschool and Pinecroft el-
ementary) when we lived in Norton 
several years ago, which is prob-
ably why we receive the Wheaton 
Quarterly. I also read the RISD 
and Yale alumni magazines (as our 
respective alma maters), and have 
considered your publication equally 
well produced. However, you outdid 
yourselves for spring 2011. 

This was the first one I found 
myself reading cover to cover (save 
perhaps some of the class notes and 
necrology), and I don’t think I’ve 
ever done likewise for a RISD or Yale 
issue. The stories and profiles were 
written in a highly engaging style, 
and the generous use of photographs 
complemented each piece extremely 
well. If there are competitions for 
alumni publications, you should 
submit this issue. You’re hitting 
your stride. Keep it up and you’ll 
likely exceed all your fundraising 
targets, too—I don’t know how any 
Wheaton alum could be anything 
less than bursting with pride after 
reading that issue. 

—Glenn Gutmacher

Thanks for Sahar’s account 
My wife, Deborah Lewis Rodecker 
’67, shared with me Professor 
Sahar’s article, “Gaining perspec-
tive,” that appeared in the spring 
2011 Wheaton Quarterly.

I was very interested to read Dr. 
Sahar’s account of her visit to the 
Middle East. Her article reminded 
me very much of my own experi-

ences from almost 20 years ago, 
when I visited the same area as 
one of 17 members of a delegation 
from the North Carolina Council 
of Churches. The delegation with 
which I traveled consisted of men 
and women from many faith com-
munities, including Christians, 
Jews and a Muslim imam. 

In our travels throughout Israel 
and the occupied territories, we 
met representatives from virtually 
every perspective on the matter of 
the Palestinian/Israeli experience, 
including soldiers, representatives 
of the Israeli government, settlers, 
Palestinian activists, and various reli-
gious leaders. Each of us spent time 
with families in refugee camps. My 
host during my stay in the Nuseirat 
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip 
was a fifth grade teacher in a boys’ 
school run by the United Nations.

Without going into detail about 
my own experiences, my observa-
tions were much the same as Dr. 
Sahar’s. I especially appreciated her 
last paragraph in which she stated: 
“This amazing trip allowed me to di-

rectly observe the complexity of the 
people and the situation. There was 
no excuse for taking mental short 
cuts. What I saw was a group of 
people who are trying to live normal 
lives and even thrive in incredibly 
difficult circumstances. They could 
be you or me.”

Thank you for printing what my 
experiences lead me to know to be 
a very objective account of the dif-
ficulty of daily life for people living 
in untenable conditions. It is through 
eyewitness accounts such as Dr. 
Sahar’s that we can all learn how, in 
spite of our differences, we are all—
Palestinian, Israelis and Americans—
very much the same. Perhaps when 
we recognize this, we can then find 
a way to live together peacefully. 

—Robert Rodecker

Sahar’s reflection 
resonates 
As an ardent seeker of peace, 
security and justice for both Israelis 
and Palestinians, I was heartened 
by Professor Gail Sahar’s compre-

hensive account of her personal 
experiences in the Middle East last 
summer, which was included in the 
spring Quarterly. With clarity, insight 
and without judgment, she brought 
to light the realities of Palestinian 
daily life—a perspective rarely 
depicted in our U.S. media.

I have no family connection to 
the Israeli or Palestinian narrative. I 
was introduced to the region during 
a 1995 study/pilgrimage with my 
Wheaton roommate, Susan Johnson 
Morrison ’68. Since that time, I have 
been motivated by a passion for 
justice and have worked to bring a 
deeper understanding of its political, 
social and economic complexities. To 
that end I have founded and currently 
direct two U.S. nonprofit organiza-
tions dedicated to education and 
advocacy for a just and peaceful reso-
lution of the conflict. Living and work-
ing in Jerusalem for a period each year 
has broadened my perspective.

Dr. Sahar’s encouraging message 
of humanity and hope resonates 
with my experiences. 

—Mary Lou Leiser Smith ’68

Kudos
In addition to the Wheaton 
Quarterly, I receive two univer-
sity alumni magazines. They are 
excellent, but yours is consistently 
upbeat, with a stupendous range 
of subjects carefully chosen and 
extremely well told. Thank you to 
you and your staff.

—Marion Lanphear Naifeh ’49

Generations story delights
My copy of the Wheaton Quarterly 
arrived late yesterday. I pounced 
upon it eagerly and was charmed by 
your “Generations” article. I cannot 
remember having seen that picture 
of my mother. What a delight! The 
entire article reflected so much life, 
happiness and enthusiasm, which is 
typical of Wheaton. I appreciate be-
ing included with my family as part 
of the scene.

—Marguerite “Rita” Temple Russell ’43

Family tree addition
Having just finished the latest 
Wheaton Quarterly, I thought it 
worthwhile to contact you regarding 
my family tree. I am the youngest of 
the four daughters my parents sent 
to Wheaton. That has to be some 
sort of record. We are:  
Barbara Sokolosky Meloni ’77, 
Suesan Sokolosky Randlett ’78,  
Mary Jean Sokolosky Labbe ’80 and 
Paula Sokolosky Nulty ’87.

—Paula Nulty ’87 

Code breaker
We gave you another code to break in the summer issue of the Quarterly. We 
made it harder than the previous one, courtesy of Professor of Mathematics 
William Goldbloom Bloch. Looks like we did a good job. Only one person wrote 
in with a solution, as of press time. Congratulations, Rebecca Epstein ’08.

She figured out that ULIKI  LUVHH   LIYIF   NYVIT   PIZFH   GSVXL   
MMVXG   RLMYV   GDVVM   ULLWZ   MWIVO  RTRLM RHGSV HGFUU 
LUHXS  LOZIH  SRK translates into “For Professor Brumberg-Kraus, the 
connection between food and religion is the stuff of scholarship.” 
I returned home from Commencement to find that my summer Quarterly 
had arrived. I enjoyed the code-breaking challenge from the spring issue 
and solved it within an hour. When I saw that Professor Goldbloom Bloch 
created a more challenging code for this issue, I got to work attempting to 
solve it. This time I had to take a few breaks to quell my frustrations, and it 
took the better part of five hours to solve. (I’m a bit stubborn.)

My initial step was to write out the entire code in one big line, sans 
spaces. I assumed it would be another Wheaton-related code, but nothing 
was really jumping out at me as the motto eventually did last time. The 
number of double letters in a row was a bit confounding, even though I 
was aware that they could be spread out over multiple words. I ended up 
counting out the number of instances each letter appeared in the code (10 
Ls, nine Vs, eight Is, etc.) and tried to plug in some of the most commonly 
used letters (E, T), and see if I could fit words off of that, also looking for 
common three- and four- letter words like “and,” “the,” and “that” to see if 
they fit, and plugging in other letters throughout the code. This still wasn’t 
really working for me. Eventually, I decided to do what I had done as my 
first step on the previous Quarterly code, which was writing out the alpha-
bet and then writing out other potential codes underneath it and plugging 
those letters in the code to see if it could potentially work. One of the first 
things I tried was reversing the alphabet (A=Z, B=Y, C=X, etc.), and once 
I started using that to solve the code, it was quickly apparent that it was 
forming words and not gibberish like some of my earlier attempts, and it 
also confirmed my suspicions that it was another Wheaton-related code. 

If Professor Goldbloom Bloch decides to create another code for the 
Quarterly, hopefully, I’ll be able to use what I’ve learned over the past 
two challenges to solve it more quickly!

Thanks for another stimulating challenge!

—Rebecca Epstein ’08 

LETTERs – from Page 2
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Leaving an impression 
on Wheaton
Sharon Howard ’87, P’09, executive director of 
alumnae/i relations and annual giving, retired from 
Wheaton this summer after 38 years. And Heather 
Corbett ’86, director of alumnae/i relations, accepted 
a position at Tulane University after 24 years at 
Wheaton. Here, former trustee Lou Ann Daly ’76 
celebrates the Dynamic Duo’s contributions.

By lou ann Daly ’76 
Where to begin?

It is so easy to relax into the 
rhythms of complacency and 
confidence when the leaders are 
so competent, so thoughtful, so 
seamlessly effective as to guar-
antee the success of whatever 
they touch. one reserved, shying 
away from the limelight and any-
thing loud, Sharon; the other right 
there waving the flag in the front 
row, or scheming and dreaming 
up fun with cohorts, Heather.

 Together, these two women 
showed a community why 
relationships and alumnae/i 
engagement are critical to sus-
taining a college.

They led and represented us 
for decades—cajoling, prodding, 
supporting the alumnae and 

alumni who are 
such an essential 
part of the fabric 
of Wheaton. 
on Reunion 
weekends, one 
could be found 
sitting in a golf 
cart, waving her 
arms, ready to 

play with returning alumnae/i; 
the other slipping in and out of 
Mary Lyon to personally greet 
and welcome us with a warm 
hug; both making sure that the 
grand gesture and individual 
details were being addressed.

These two women were a 
team of the highest order, who 

taught as much by being them-
selves as through their consider-
able contributions to Wheaton. 
Both led from the heart with 
passion, genuine warmth, integ-
rity and respect for relationships. 
Both laughed often and played 
well with others. Both inspired 
and led hugely successful trans-
formations in their respective 
areas of contribution. 

For these two, how the work 
got done mattered as much as 
getting the work done. 

Sharon set a tone with staff 
and volunteers that demanded 
inclusion and respect. The small-
est gestures mattered (personal 
thank-yous, intent listening), 
and diverse perspectives were 
sought and valued. She stood 
for the richness of diversity in all 
aspects of the campus commu-
nity, and celebrated the suc-
cesses of individuals and teams 
alike. Under her leadership, the 
Alumnae/i Board transformed 
the way it operates to better en-
gage and serve its thousands of 
alumnae/i around the world and 
the advancement of the college.

Heather was deeply con-
nected to young alumnae/i and 
ways of engaging them. She 
advanced social networking 
and other technological innova-
tions for us to stay in touch with 
each other and the college. She 
listened and advocated. Her 
laughter and smile were ever 
present, her energy conta-

gious. It is not surprising that 
under her leadership, Wheaton 
recognized its highest level of 
participation in annual giving. 
Tulane University has gained a 
talented and passionate leader.

Sharon and Heather, 
Wheaton will miss your vision 
and your leadership. We thank 
you for your vibrancy, laughter, 

creativity and boundless loyalty 
to the college and its alumnae/i. 
We are proud to have you as 
lifelong alumnae and members 
of the community. We whom 
you have touched indelibly and 
served so well celebrate your 
continued success in all you 
choose. May you have life and 
have it abundantly. Q

Career HIGHlIGHtS

Heather Corbett ’86 

For 16 years, served 
as co-chair or chair of the 
Commencement Reunion master 
committee, charged with developing 
a comprehensive weekend 
program, coordinating all facilities 
operations, managing a 60-plus 
student volunteer force, and 
supporting Reunion class volunteers 
to encourage participation 
and philanthropy among their 
classmates.

Built relationships with 
hundreds of students that resulted 
in their continued engagement with 
the association as leaders.

guided social media 
strategy, which has been critical in 
engaging young alums. 

Sharon Howard ’87, P’09 

Cultivated lifelong 
relationships with thousands 
of alumnae/i.

led the efforts to connect 
engagement and fundraising, 
which contributed to the doubling 
of annual giving from $2 million to 
nearly $4 million, and the growth 
of the volunteer force from 700 to 
nearly 1,200. 

Brought an appreciation 
for diversity and inclusive 
excellence into the vision, 
leadership and activities.
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Learn how you can give for the future right now. 
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459, or 
visit online at wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning.

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. 
My way.

Elena Drake Vandervoort ’67
2006 Bath (Maine) Citizen of the Year; 2009 Southern Mid-coast 
Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year

Founding director and past president of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation “Main Street” program in Bath, Maine; board 
member of Maine Maritime Museum, and Maine State Music 
Theatre; former board member of Sagadahoc Preservation, Inc. 

“Wheaton has always been an important part of my life, and I continue to 
devote a great deal of my time to the college. I have been a class agent. 
I served on the committee that formed the college’s Friends of Art group. 
My late husband, Peter, and I had been on the President’s Commission 
for several terms, and I am continuing for an additional two terms. We 
had always felt strongly about the value of a broad liberal arts education 
and were as supportive financially as we could be for all of our schools, 
including setting up a gift annuity fund a number of years ago and the 
Peter and Elena Drake Vandervoort Scholarship at Wheaton. When we 
were reviewing our estate plan before Peter’s death, we decided that we 
wanted to do even more. So we agreed that Wheaton should receive a 
significant portion of our combined IRAs. Knowing that future students 
will benefit from the excellent education that I received is a great feeling.”
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Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Support Wheaton

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 www.wheatoncollege.edu
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Join the team.
Patrick B. Summers ’94 
executive director of the New england Women’s and 
Men’s athletic Conference

filene Center volunteer

Wheaton fund supporter

Plays a key role. “I’ve worked in college athletics 
since 1996. The opportunity to work with student-
athletes is one I cherish. These young men and women 
have qualities that allow them to excel on and off the 
field. They are future leaders of our country and it’s 
important to me that they have advocates supporting 
their endeavors as students and athletes.”

Values teamwork. “Wheaton gave me a great 
education and a chance to become friends with an 
amazing group of people. But most importantly the 
college connected me with mentors who have helped 
me through every significant step in my life. I owe 
much of my professional success to [former Filene 
Center associate director] Elizabeth Hallowell and 
[former athletic director] Chad Yowell.” 

Supports winning strategies. “I believe we 
have a responsibility to make Wheaton better 
than it was when we were students. Seeing 
the college grow and succeed brings more 
pride for my alma mater. It makes me want 
to continue to be involved. It makes me want to make 
Wheaton better for every generation to come. That’s why 
I give to the Wheaton Fund.”
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