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BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

BETWEEN THE LINES

The Quarterly welcomes 
letters to the editor on topics 
you’ve read in these pages 
or on other topics concerning 
the Wheaton community. 

Email us: 
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

Or send letters to: 

Sandy Coleman, editor  
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College  
26 E. Main St.  
Norton, MA 02766

LETTERS

Thanks for great stories
I look forward to receiving the Quarterly; thanks 
to President Crutcher for adding my name to the 
mailing list. The magazine is always filled with 
such inspiring stories of your students and alums 
who are making a difference at the college and in 
their community. The stories are always interesting 
and uplifting.  

Geraldine Tucker 
Vice president 

Human resources 
Austin Community College

More focus on life of the mind, please
I’m a Ph.D. candidate in United States intellectual 
history at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. I 
graduated from Wheaton in 2003 with a bachelor’s 
degree in history. I always read the Quarterly, or, 
at the very least, skim through it when it arrives. I 
love seeing what fellow Wheaties are up to.

Recently, I was talking with my wife, Laura (also 
a Class of 2003 Wheaton graduate, who majored 

in German), about how it seems as though recent 
issues have been devoted to either how important 
the sciences are at Wheaton or how relevant the 
humanities are for getting jobs for graduates. I find 
this dismaying—not because I believe that the sci-
ences are unimportant or that students should not 
be deeply concerned about finding jobs once they 
graduate. I find this dismaying because my fondest 
memories of my time at Wheaton are of sitting 
around on the Chase couches with friends, aim-
lessly discussing history, literature and philosophy. 
Other than the love of learning, there was no 
utility in this.

I fear that the importance of the love of learning 
for its own sake has been overlooked in the recent 
topics and approach of articles in the Quarterly. 
My Wheaton degree has served me well, but its 
utility is not what I cherish most, and I would love 
to read more about Wheaton news and events that 
speak to the life of the mind.

Gregory Jones-Katz ’03
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And so we begin
This is a dangerous time for me. Fall. New 
school supply season. 

It doesn’t matter that I have been out 
of school for more years than I care to 
remember; there is just something about all 
those new, fresh glue sticks, unsharpened 
pencils, and crisp tablets (the old-fashioned 
kind that don’t involve a keyboard, 
thank you very much) that call 
my name—and wallet. I resist, of 
course, lest I end up on one of 
those hoarders TV shows. 

I think it is the promise of “be-
ginning” again that gets me every 
time—new pencils for solving new 
problems, new tablets for gather-
ing new information, new glue 
sticks for, well, who knows what. 

The possibilities are endless.
And, of course, the sight of our 

first-year students beginning their 
journeys at Wheaton and the re-
turning ones picking up where they 
left off just fuels that feeling. All of 
them are new stories in the making.

In this issue of the magazine, we 

celebrate beginnings—Commencement, that 
walk across the stage into the real world; na-
tional awards taking graduates to new places 
to explore; and full-time jobs that present new 
opportunities for them to continue to learn.

Mary Howard ’85 has written a story 
about alumnae working in the field of infor-

mation technology, an area sorely lacking 
in gender diversity. Reading about their 
career paths, you will find that the begin-
ning of something great can start where 
you least expect it. 

Also, our cover story explores the 
Wheaton Autonomous Learning Laboratory 

and FiberSpace, founded by 
Assistant Professor of Computer 
Science Tom Armstrong. Both 
places offer members of the 
Wheaton community hands-on 
learning opportunities to make 
stuff. Be it a game piece created 
with the college’s new 3-D printer 
(very Star Trek) or an old-fashioned 
knitted scarf, like the one Professor 
Armstrong attempted last semester, 
the goal, he says, is to “try, fail, try 
again, learn.” 

I’m thinking about getting over 
to FiberSpace myself this semester 
to figure out how to make a fiber-
optic tutu to wear to Zumba class. 

I might need a glue stick. Q
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Professor Tom Armstrong is beginning to catch on to knitting, which he is 
learning while hanging out in FiberSpace. 



CONVERGENCE
BY RONALD A. CRUTCHER, PRESIDENT

Looking back, looking ahead
Like a lot of people, I take advantage of summer to 
catch up on some of the books and articles that slipped 
by during the year. Of course, my bookbag tends to be 
heavy with readings on the state of higher education. 
Which makes for some heavy beach fare. Even a cursory 
glance at the news media tells you that colleges and 
universities face some daunting challenges. But there is 
plenty of good news, particularly at Wheaton.  
Our college achieved extraordinary results in 2012–
2013, and as we embark on a new school year, it seems 
fitting to pause for a moment and reflect on what we 
have accomplished. A short list of highlights includes: 
• A NEW AND exceptionally well-crafted 

major in business and management as 
well as a new minor in peace and social 
justice studies.

• THE LAUNCH OF a pilot program in 
summer courses, including the first-ever 
online course for credit.

• A SUCCESSFUL STUDENT recruitment 
season that has resulted in our welcom-
ing the Class of 2017 as one of the largest 
first-year classes in the college’s history. 

• AN INCREASED NUMBER of interna-
tional students that actually exceeds our 
ultimate goal of 12 percent.

• A COMPLETED AGREEMENT that will 
bring Explo, a well-regarded learning 
exploration program for middle school 
students, to our campus next summer, to 
more fully use our facilities and ex-
tend the college’s reach and reputation 
through our partnership.

• THE FOUNDING OF the Wheaton 
Institute for the Interdisciplinary 
Humanities, which highlights the multi-
faced value of liberal arts study.

• THE CONSTRUCTION OF the Diane 
Nordin ’80 Athletic Field, which opened 
in early August and is already hosting 
field hockey and other sports contests.

• A REBOUNDING ENDOWMENT that, 
according to preliminary numbers, grew 
by 12.8 percent this year and now stands 
at $175 million. 

Beyond our progress in all these new 
initiatives are many individual successes. For 
example, four students and one alum won 
Fulbright awards, while seven others won a 
variety of prestigious graduate and under-
graduate scholarships. Our scholar-athletes 
not only won recognition on the field, most 
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notably, national champion in the 400-me-
ter dash Ashante Little ’14, but also received 
awards for their academic accomplishments. 
And students and faculty completed too 
many outstanding scholarly projects to men-
tion them all.  

Our entire community can take pride in 
these accomplishments because, in a very 
real sense, everyone who contributes their 
time, attention and philanthropic support to 
Wheaton plays a critical role in making this 
happen. Go Beyond: Campaign for Wheaton 
exemplifies the many people behind the 
college’s success. The campaign passed 
the $123 million mark this summer, which 
is an all-time record for the college and an 
important source of strength for sustaining 
the quality of a Wheaton education. 

Much more remains to be done on every 
front. This year will bring new initiatives and 
new challenges. But it is clear that Wheaton 
is well positioned for success. Our commu-
nity and our heritage are our most important 
assets. Indeed, the college represents a trust 
passed from one generation to the next. 
Wheaton exists only because thousands of 
people, including you and me, care about it 
and its liberal arts mission. Based on all that 
we’ve accomplished in the past year, the 
state of our college community is dynamic 
and vital. Q

Wheaton teams are enjoying practicing and playing 
on the new Diane Nordin ’80 Athletic Field.



@wheatonWheatonCollege

Congratulations, Class of 2013!
Smiles, tears of joy, 
and great advice filled 
the day on Saturday, 
May 18, as members 
of the Class of 2013 
ended their journeys at 
Wheaton and prepared 
to start new ones out in 
the awaiting world.

At Wheaton’s 178th Commencement 
ceremony, former federal judge and attorney 
Nancy Gertner offered the graduates sound 
advice during her witty and thoughtful 
keynote address. In a rapidly changing world 
in which the best way forward is not always 
clear, take responsibility, she told them, do 
something rather than nothing, and create 
your own path. 

Referring to the title of renowned historian 
Howard Zinn’s memoir, You Can’t Be Neutral 
on a Moving Train, Gertner encouraged the 
372 graduating seniors to view the world as 
a moving train that we are all responsible for 
directing, and to remain flexible about how 
they go about meeting that obligation.

“It’s not about fashioning your life’s plan 
today. It’s not about drawing the linear path 
for you to follow. It is really only about tak-
ing responsibility for the direction of your 

country, for our neighbor’s plight, for our 
really pernicious politics. It’s about changing 
the direction of that train and the world,” said 
Gertner, who is known for her championing 
of civil rights, civil liberties, and the rights of 
women, often in highly controversial cases.

She received an honorary degree from 
the college, as did distinguished alum-
nae Patricia Flaherty ’83, senior project man-
ager for Mission Hill Neighborhood Housing 
Services in Boston, and Diane Leshefsky 
Troderman ’63, a noted philanthropist in 

AROUND THE DIMPLE 
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“What does it mean to live 

abundantly? I believe it means 

being grateful for what one has, 

and thankful for what one has 

been given, so that sharing one’s 

resources with others becomes 

not only our greatest joy but also 

a way of life.”

—Diane Leshefsky Troderman ’63
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education and Jewish culture.
More than 600 alumnae/i were on campus 

to participate in the ceremony and celebrate 
Reunion. They came from 31 states and 
a number of countries, including Aruba, 
Venezuela, Singapore and Switzerland. Ellen 
LeSure Whitcher ’38 traveled all the way from 
Alaska to be here and celebrate her 75th 
Reunion. And Christine Todd Whitman, the 
former governor of New Jersey and head of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, celebrated 
her 45th Reunion with the Class of 1968. 

During Commencement, President 
Ronald A. Crutcher took a moment to 
acknowledge these returning alums as well 
as eight outstanding members of the faculty 
who are retiring—Tim Barker, Grace Baron, 
Darlene Boroviak, Barbara Brennessel, Tim 
Cunard, Bernadette Houldsworth, Derek 
Price and Chuck Straley.

Addressing the Class of 2013, he noted how 
their leadership and energy has enhanced the 
campus and encouraged them to continue 
their leadership roles as citizens of the world:

“With your Wheaton liberal arts 
education, you have learned to listen 
closely, think carefully and search for 
the truth. Our vision for Wheaton is to 
graduate students who are global citizens 
prepared to lead in a complex society. 
This means that you are empowered and 
impassioned about promoting change 
locally and globally no matter what you 
end up doing or where you end up living. 
Your task now is to find ‘the genuine in 
yourself’ and act on it.” Q

Honorary degrees
Diane Leshefsky Troderman ’63, top, 
left; Judge Nancy Gertner, top, right; and 
Patricia Flaherty ’83 all shared great 
words of wisdom after receiving their 
honorary degrees.

“My wish for you, the Class of 

2013, is the same as that of the 

first Wheaton woman, Eliza Baylies 

Wheaton. Regarding Wheaton’s 

students, she wrote: ‘It is my wish 

and hope that as they come in 

contact with the world, the world 

shall be the better and the happier 

for their having lived in it.’”

—Patricia Flaherty ’83

NICKI PARDO
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Lucy Cayard 
From: Wellington, Maine
Major: German
Minor: Anthropology
Honors: Recipient of the Charles A. 
Dana Scholarship and the Anne Huber 
Tripp ’56 Trustee Scholarship
Fulbright: English teaching 
assistantship in Germany 

Lucy Cayard arrived at Wheaton with an interest 
in German language and culture, but no plans to 
major in the subject. But one class led to another, 

then to a major, a semester spent studying in 
Regensburg and fluency in speaking the language.

Now, she will be putting her learning and 
experiences to work in Germany, living and teaching 
there for a year.

She traces her interest in the German language 
to her grandmother, Leonora Balla, who was born 
and raised in Marburg, Germany. After World War 
II, Balla emigrated to America to go to school. 
She actually won a Fulbright to the U.S. herself. 
Unfortunately, she passed away in December before 
she could learn of her granddaughter’s similar 
success.

“I think my grandma really wanted me to carry 
on the family relations with the German family after 
she died, because I am the only person in my family 
who speaks German somewhat fluently,” said 
Cayard. “I wish she could have known that I won 
the Fulbright.”

After graduating as valedictorian of her high 
school class, Cayard signed up to take German in 
order to fulfill the language requirement at Wheaton. 
Having visited Germany a couple of times, she 
ended up completing a semester there during her 

sophomore year—a 
year earlier than most college 
students pursue study abroad.

“Living in Germany was easily one of the best 
times of my life thus far,” she said. 

Her experience as a German tutor to her fellow 
Wheaton students will come in handy in her role as 
a teaching assistant.

Upon her return to the U.S., Cayard will consider 
whether to apply to graduate school or to the Peace 
Corps, where she can support the mission of 
international aid and education. 

Lindsay Cieslik 
From: Madison, Wis.
Major: Psychology
Minor: Education
Honor: Community Scholar
Fulbright: English teaching 
assistantship in Malaysia

Education, said the 19th century school reformer 
Horace Mann, is “the great equalizer.” Lindsay 
Cieslik believes in that equalizing power, and that’s 
why she wants to teach.

At the age of 21, she has already gained teaching 
experience in Tanzania, East Africa, and here in 

Norton, Mass., as a student teacher in a local 
school. Later this year, she will broaden that 
experience as she heads to Malaysia as an English 
language teaching assistant.

She realizes that public education in the U.S. 
is far from equitable. “I think that, so far, many 
education reforms have been Band-Aid fixes, 
meaning they are just covering up the problem 
instead of finding the root of it,” she said. “We need 
to find the root of the problem and fix it. One way 
I believe that can happen is by putting the right 

Global 
scholars

Four members of the Class of 2013 
and one from the Class of 2012 have won 
Fulbright Scholarships this year. Wheaton 

consistently ranks among the top 10 liberal 
arts colleges in the nation when it comes to 

preparing students to win Fulbright Scholarships 
for advanced study and work abroad, according 

to the Chronicle of Higher Education and the 
Institute of International Education, which 

administers the Fulbright program. The 
college’s students have won 73 

Fulbright awards since 
2000.
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teachers in the right classrooms.”
Cieslik, who wants to work with low-income 

urban students, has long drawn inspiration from the 
teachers in her own life—first in her early years, 
then at Wheaton, and then in a township outside 
of Grahamstown, South Africa, where she studied 
abroad during her junior year.

She had her first international teaching experience 
in Tanzania, during the Wheaton summer course, 
“Tanzania: Education and Development,” taught by 
Professor Donna Kerner. Then, during her semester 
in South Africa, Cieslik volunteered at the Little 
Flower Preschool, which had been started by four 
local women on their own initiative.

After her year in Malaysia, Cieslik wants to return 
to the States and teach in an urban school for a few 
years, then pursue a master’s degree in education. 
It’s all part of her quest to be the best teacher she 
can for the students with the greatest needs.

Rasheeda  
Abdul-Musawwir  
From: Boston
Major: Women’s studies
Minor: Psychology
Honor: Gilman Scholar
Fulbright: English teaching 
assistantship in Bangladesh

Rasheeda Abdul-Musawwir grew up as a minority 
within a minority. Her family, American Muslims among 
Muslim immigrants from the Middle East and South 
Asia, immersed themselves in a diverse community. 

That background, she said, prepared her to take 
intellectual risks in college.

She plans to continue her educational journey 
next year in Bangladesh, where she will be teaching 
English as a Fulbright Scholar.

“Teaching English in Bangladesh will allow me 
the chance to do two things I long for: teach young 
people English and become part of a community of 
people I want to learn more about,” she said.

A native of Boston, Abdul-Musawwir identifies 
her decision to major in women’s studies as a 
turning point.

“Prior to Wheaton, I found myself often 
questioning gender stereotypes; however, I was too 
shy to be expressive about my opinions,” she said. 
“Women’s studies challenged me to step out of my 
comfort zone and learn to be an active feminist.”

Having taken courses in education, she finds 
welcome challenge in teaching. She has built up 
a résumé of teaching experience with volunteer 
opportunities on campus and having spent several 
summers as a teacher with the nonprofit Breakthrough 
Collaborative program in Cambridge, Mass.

“Teaching provides you with constant feedback, 
which is determined by how receptive students are 
to your performance,” she said. “This requires a 

teacher to constantly look back on his or her work 
and re-evaluate.”

When she heads to Bangladesh, it will not be 
her first trip abroad. She won an award from the 
Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship 
Program, which enabled her to spend the spring 
semester of her junior year in Morocco.

Lindsay Powell 
From: Brooklyn, N.Y.
Major: Sociology
Minors: Political science and 
development studies
Honor: Wheaton Posse Scholar
Fulbright: English teaching 
assistantship in Malaysia

A new world opened for Lindsay Powell after she 
first learned to read and speak Spanish in high school.

“I remember reading every Spanish-language 
advertisement on the New York City subway, and 
listening to every conversation in Spanish that I 
overheard,” Powell said. “I began to learn about 
Latino culture, food, music and dance.”

Next year, she hopes to share the transforming 
power of language by teaching English to 
schoolchildren as a Fulbright Scholar to Malaysia.

“I want to be able to work with young people 
especially and share with them the transformative 
experience I had when I began to learn Spanish,” 
she said. “I also believe learning English is a vital 
skill to have in our globalized world.”

 She’s looking forward to learning about 
Malaysia’s multi-ethnic and culturally diverse society 
by living there for a year. 

“After studying abroad in Vietnam, I became 
fascinated with Southeast Asia, and was 
particularly interested in doing more travel in 
the diverse region,” she said. “I chose Malaysia 
because I was intrigued by the mixing of cultures 
and ethnicities, and how these realities increasingly 
play a role in the politics of the nation.”

A Wheaton Posse Scholar, Powell served as 
president of the Student Government Association. 
She also was active in a number of other campus 
organizations, from the Roosevelt Institute to the 
Trybe dance group.

She is an experienced world traveler, too. In 
addition to her semester abroad in Vietnam, she 
also has spent a summer volunteering as a tutor 
in Rivas, Nicaragua, and she worked with youth in 
Cape Town, South Africa, last summer as one of 
Wheaton’s International Davis Fellows.

Through those experiences, she said, “I have 
seen the devastating effects that inequality and 
poverty have on children and young adults. I 

understand now how it damages one’s self-esteem 
and self-worth.”

Issues of social justice and equality have formed 
the core of Powell’s studies at Wheaton, she said, 
noting that inequality can serve as a spark to 
achieving real and substantive change. Q
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Out of 
Wheaton, 
into the 
world of 
work
The members of  
the Class of 2013 
left the campus 
headed for various 
opportunities, 
including 
internships and 
graduate studies. 
Many of them 
headed straight  
into full-time jobs. 

Julianne Albano
Major: Psychology; 
minor, elementary education 
Next adventure: Founding resident 
teacher, unlocking Potential 
Academy, Dorchester, Mass.

“Unlocking Potential, an education nonprofit 
organization, has started two middle schools, 
and the Dorchester, Mass., academy is its first 
elementary school. My position as a founding 
resident teacher will give me the opportunity to live 
my dream. The academy has so much to offer in 
a vastly underperforming school district, and as 
this will be my first time teaching in a turnaround 
school, I expect it will be a challenging, rewarding 
and enormous learning experience. I had two 
internships in Chiang Mai during my semester 
abroad in Thailand. The first was teaching English to 
special needs students at the Kawila Anukul School, 
and the second was working with H.I.V.-affected 
children at the Grandma Cares Partnership Program. 
At each placement, I was put into classrooms with 
little or no explanation from the teachers about the 
students, and I became the primary English teacher. 
I quickly learned how to think on my feet and how to 
differentiate instruction for all kinds of students.”

Anthony Castellani
Major: Computer science; 
minor, psychology 
Next adventure: Software engineer, 
Johns Hopkins university Applied 
Physics Lab, Laurel, Md.

“My position as a software engineer for the Johns 
Hopkins University Applied Physics Lab is really a 
dream come true. During the internship I had with 
the lab last summer, I was able to create something 
new and unique through software every day. I look 
forward to being able to do so again. I didn’t know 
what I wanted to study before I came to Wheaton, 
but I figured it out pretty quickly: I chose both 
computer science and psychology after taking the 
introductory classes my first semester of freshman 
year. I realized that I wanted to pursue a career in 
software engineering because I was enjoying my 
computer science classes so much, and Professor 
Mark LeBlanc’s ‘Artificial Intelligence’ course 
really sparked my interest in the field as a whole. 
Computer science and psychology intersect quite 
nicely in the field of artificial intelligence. Having 
an understanding of how the brain works and the 
process by which we learn can serve as a model for 
teaching a machine to learn. It helps me create new 
pieces of software and ‘sculpt’ them to perfection.”
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Malcolm Eaton
Majors: Physics and computer science
Next adventure: Nuclear power 
officer candidate, Naval Nuclear 
Propulsion Program 

“I took Professor Xuesheng Chen’s ‘Classical 
Mechanics’ and ‘Electronic Circuits’ courses during 
my sophomore year. Little did I know that she would 
be the one who would influence my decision to 
join the Nuclear Propulsion Program. That course 
was my first real experience with hardware. I found 
it fascinating, and it made me more interested in 
the electrical engineering aspect of the physics 
major. I’ll begin my work with the Navy by going to 
Officer Candidate School in Newport, R.I., for 12 
weeks. Then, I’ll attend Nuclear Power School for six 
months in Charleston, S.C. After that, I’ll participate 
in Nuclear Prototype, which is a six-month program 
in Charleston, S.C., or Ballston Spa, N.Y., that 
involves working at a nuclear reactor. Finally, I’ll 
head to submarine school in Groton, Conn., before 
being assigned to a submarine. Being an officer on 
a nuclear submarine will not only allow me to work 
with some of the most advanced technology the U.S. 
has to offer, but will also provide me opportunities 
to travel and stay physically active in a position that 
has a competitive salary in the civilian engineering 
field. I worked as a software engineer at a defense 
security company last summer and this past winter, 
and had originally accepted a postgraduation 
position there last August. I was able to witness 
some incredibly impressive military technology while 
I was there, but I realized I wanted to pursue a more 
active engineering position instead of staying in a 
behind-the-scenes desk job.”

Christine Herrmann
Major: Russian language and literature; 
minor, English
Next adventure: Teaching English at the 
American Home, Vladimir, Russia 

“I arrived at Wheaton having studied French for 
seven years and felt like I needed a change. As soon 
as I stepped into my ‘Beginning Russian’ language 
class, I immediately knew that I had found my major. 
I also fell in love with Russian literature during 
Professor Francoise Rosset’s ‘Russian Folklore’ 
course, which led me to the language and literature 
major within the department. I studied abroad in 
Russia for a month last summer at the Bard-Smolny 
summer language intensive program in Saint 
Petersburg. I also received a Mellon Honors Thesis 
Grant to visit the country and conduct research 
this past January through the American Friends of 
Russian Folklore. The American Home is a learning 
institution that is well known for its English and 
intensive Russian language programs. I worked with 
my two advisors while applying to the Home.”

Amy Moreira
Major: Biochemistry
Next adventure: Research assistant, 
orthopedics research lab, Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Boston

“I’ll work as a research assistant in a lab that 
studies hydrogels, which can act as replacements 
for articular cartilage. Cartilage is a tissue that 
doesn’t regenerate once it’s damaged, and there 
aren’t many effective replacements for it. I’ll be 
responsible for making the gels and testing their 
physical properties, as well as preparing papers 
and posters for conferences. The Filene Center at 
Wheaton has been an integral part of developing my 
professional repertoire of networking, interviewing, 
and creating résumés. During my sophomore year, 
Dean Alex Trayford suggested that I shadow a doctor 
and gain insight into the medical community. Dr. 
Eric Berkson, Wheaton’s athletic training physician, 
allowed me to shadow him in his clinic and during 
surgeries, as well as conduct some of the research 
at Massachusetts General Hospital’s Sports 
Performance Center, which he directs. Wheaton 
is all about opportunities. They’re hidden in every 
faculty, staff member, and student on campus.” Q

—Adara Meyers ’08
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Developing opportunities
Senior wins award for Peruvian development effort
Molly Skaltsis ’13 spent her summer working 
to help a small village in the Peruvian Andes to 
develop an ecotourism business centered around 
one of the world’s largest waterfalls.

After graduation, she joined a nonprofit 
organization in working with the community 
of Cuispes to develop the trails and other 
amenities needed for tourists to trek to the 
Yumbilla waterfall in northern Peru.

Skaltsis was awarded a $10,000 Davis 
Projects for Peace grant to purchase ma-
terials and to hire skilled labor needed to 
complete the trail, a native plant nursery and 
a lodge to enable two-day treks through the 
region’s pristine cloud-forest environment.

“Not only will my project positively affect 
the people who directly benefit from the 
trail, but also the entrance fee and part of the 
lodge revenue will be considered communal 
money to be used for a variety of purposes,” 
she said.

Now in its sixth year, Davis Projects for 
Peace is an invitation to undergraduates at 
the American colleges and universities in 
the Davis united World College Scholars 
Program to design grass-roots projects that 

promote peace. It is made possible by the 
late Kathryn Wasserman Davis, an accom-
plished internationalist and philanthropist, 
who received an honorary degree from 
Wheaton in 2008. She is the mother of 
Diana Davis Spencer ’60, a writer, activist 
and Trustee emerita of the college.

A dozen Wheaton students have won 
Projects for Peace awards since the program 
was launched in 2008. Past projects have 
included establishing a tutoring program in 
Namibia, founding a micro-finance initiative 
in Cambodia and helping ugandan residents 
build fuel-efficient stoves.

For Skaltsis, the project represents an 
opportunity to return to Cuispes, where she 
spent two months last summer, working on 
the trail and teaching in the village school 
as a volunteer with the Amazon Waterfalls 
Association (AWA).

“I have been deeply touched by the pas-
sion and conviction of the people there,” 

she said. “It was clear to me that the whole 
town believed in this project; individuals 
with skills in gardening offered time in the 
nursery, carpenters offered to help design 
the tambos (rest stops), women brought us 
lunch on hot days.”

Her dedication to the project led the 
founders of the AWA to offer her a position as 
the volunteer coordinator for the work, and 
she had been organizing the next phase of 
efforts while back on the Wheaton campus.

A Massachusetts native, Skaltsis said she 
came to college with the desire to see more 
of the world, particularly South America, 
influencing her decision to major in interna-
tional relations and Hispanic studies as well 
as minor in environmental studies.

The Cuispes project culminates her under-
graduate career, she said. For an indepen-
dent study, she focused on the ideology of 
development in emerging areas, particularly 
in South America. “I have done some serious 
soul-searching about the difference between 
standing for people and standing with peo-
ple,” she said. Her aspiration is to facilitate 
development that people desire, rather than 
impose projects on a community.

“I want to stand with these people to 
harness all of the talents they possess and 
achieve a dream we share: the completion 
of an amazing eco-trek, spanning seven 
waterfalls.” Q

 —Michael Graca

Left, Projects for Peace award winner Molly Skaltsis 
’13 relaxes on campus at Wheaton. Above, she drinks 
from a waterfall in Peru. M
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Focusing on 
fruit flies, 
seeking insight
For most people, fruit flies are just annoy-
ing visitors in the kitchen. We don’t usually 
think about fruit flies learning or fighting 
over mates, but Michaela Superson ’13, a 
neuroscience major, and Jeffrey Paer ’15, a 
biology major, have been looking at these 
complex behaviors in fruit flies to study 
brain chemistry and memory.

Superson, who spent the past two se-
mesters working on a senior honors thesis 
project, was interested in neurotransmitters, 
chemicals that relay messages between 
different cells in the brain. In particular, she 
worked with dopamine, a neurotransmitter 
associated with pleasure and reward.

“My senior thesis provided an excellent 
introduction to medical research I may 
conduct in the future,” said Superson, who 
plans to go to medical school. “It solidified 
my love of neuroscience and my desire to 
pursue medicine.”

Her experimental fruit flies were mutants 
that produce either too little or too much 
dopamine. She observed the effects that 
changes in dopamine can have on court-
ship behavior, compared to the courtship 
behavior of “normal” flies. Then, she “res-
cued” the mutant flies, by adding dopamine 

or a dopamine inhibitor to restore 
their dopamine levels to 

normal.
Paer, who is also 
interested in a 
medical career, 

started out as 
an assistant 
for Superson’s 

thesis project 
and was 

soon 
inspired 
to start  

his own research testing memory in fruit flies.
Fruit flies may seem far removed from the 

people that these students want to help, but 
research on these creatures has broader impli-
cations for the workings of the human brain. 
“Fruit flies are recognized as excellent model 
organisms for understanding dopamine in 
general, including its activities in mammals,” 
explained Professor of Biology Betsey Dyer, 
advisor to both Superson and Paer. “And flies 
are, of course, fascinating in their own right.”

Paer became interested in working with 
fruit flies as a freshman in Professor Dyer’s 
“Genetics” class. “He was so focused and 
persistent that I would often see him still 
working in the fly lab long after everyone 
else had gone to dinner,” Dyer recalled. His 
work with Superson and a combination of 
different interests soon inspired him to start 
his own research.

 “Music is my passion,” said Paer, who 
began playing piano at age 4, and since 
then has played cello, trumpet and sev-
eral genres of guitar. “My background in 
music initially inspired me to investigate 
the effects of music or sound on fruit 
fly memory.” When he learned that fruit 
flies can only hear a very limited range 
of sound—100 to 900 hertz (a unit 
of frequency)—he constructed 
a tiny speaker system with 
the help of professors John 
Collins and Jason Goodman, 

and Physics Department Teaching Assistant 
Anthony Houser.

Paer had read a published study in which 
male fruit flies were paired in a small, 
enclosed “fighting arena.” When paired, 
one male would assume a dominant role 
and the other would be subordinate. When 
paired again 30 minutes later, the flies would 
assume the same roles, indicating that they 
had retained a memory of their relationship. 
But after more than 30 minutes, the roles 
were often switched, indicating that the flies 
had forgotten their established dominance 
relationship. Paer constructed his own tiny, 
enclosed fighting arena, and plays a sound 
when pairing up aggressive males, to see 
if playing the sound later can help flies to 
recall their status for longer than 30 minutes.

“So far, Jeff is getting significant data sug-
gesting that sound indeed is helping 

the flies to recall their status,” 
said Dyer. He has found that 
sound can help fruit flies 
retain a memory for 40 
minutes, and he plans to 
keep pushing that limit. Q

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14

Michaela Superson ’13, left, a neuroscience 
major, and Jeffrey Paer ’15, a biology 
major, researched aggression and 
courtship behavior of fruit flies in order to 
learn about brain chemistry and memory.
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Students explored common interest in fruit flies in Professor of Biology Betsey Dyer’s lab. 
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Economist gauges impact of renewable energy
Russell Williams, associate professor of 
economics, ventured into new territory 
during his spring 2011 sabbatical, serving as 
lead economist on a study of the economic 
impact of renewable energy projects on 
rural areas. The work, examining nine 
projects in seven states, comprised the 
u.S. component of an international study 
sponsored by the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD). 
Based in Paris, the OECD is a 34-nation 
consortium that seeks solutions to shared 
economic and social problems. Senior 
writer Hannah Benoit talked with Professor 
Williams about his recent work.
How did this project come about?

The OECD realized that a number of coun-
tries were involved in renewable energy ef-
forts, but they didn’t know the current state 
of the technologies, or the economic im-
pacts. For example, are solar or wind power 
technologies approaching a point where 
they can be adopted widely, and signifi-
cantly benefit rural areas? How useful is the 
pursuit of renewable energy as a strategy to 
improve rural economic well-being? OECD 
decided to sponsor studies of renewable 
energy projects in several countries. In the 
u.S., the initiative fell under the Department 
of Agriculture, which was particularly 
interested in proposals from firms that were 
women owned or minority owned, which 
provided an opportunity for new firms to 
break into this field. 

How did you get involved?

My brother Percy is an attorney and a con-
sultant for a firm called Driven Engineering, 
in Mobile, Alabama, a woman-owned firm 
that does civil engineering work. Shortly 
before Thanksgiving 2010, Percy called me 
and said, “I think this would be a fun project 

to do together while you’re on sabbati-
cal. What do you think?” I decided to join 
as lead economist, and by early January 
Driven Engineering had been selected to do 
the project, we were beginning to review 
background material, and we were already 
traveling to D.C. to meet with the uSDA. 
We began to put together a small team of 
consultants to work with us. Percy and I 
directed the research and wrote all nine 
reports.

What attracted you personally? 

I’ve had a long interest in renewable energy, 
dating back to a college course in ecology, 
which built my awareness of the interaction 
between humans and the environment. This 
project was an opportunity for me to pick 
up my interest in the interaction between 
the sciences and the social sciences, particu-
larly economics—and to explore projects 
that were on the cutting edge. 

What did you study?

We looked at projects involving cellulosic 
ethanol, land-based wind power and 
ocean-based wind power, among others, 

examining feasibility and profitability issues 
for the initiatives, but also examining how 
these projects might help rural areas. 

Can you give some examples?

We studied an anaerobic digester on a 
dairy farm in Vermont. Anaerobic digesters 
use manure, in this case cow manure, to 
produce electricity. This technology—called 
“cow power”—has a lot of benefits, one of 
which is that the farms don’t need to buy 
electricity from other sources. In fact, they 
generate so much that they can sell some of 
the electricity back to the electrical compa-
nies. It also reduces the odor on farms, and 
you don’t have the runoff of manure, possi-
bly into streams. The digesters do not gener-
ate many new jobs, but they have a tremen-
dous impact on the profitability of farms. 
Another interesting project was in Maine, a 
state that has high costs for electricity and 
heavy dependency on home heating oil. 
By the year 2030, Maine wants to produce 
5,000 megawatts of electricity through 
deep-sea offshore wind power. Right now, 
there are no deep-sea wind farms anywhere 
in the world, so Maine has the challenge of 
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creating the technology as it goes along. So, 
they formed the DeepCwind Consortium, a 
research partnership between colleges and 
universities, government agencies, nonprofit 
organizations and private-sector companies 
in the state. About $5 billion leaves Maine 
each year to purchase fossil fuels. If, instead 
of having that money flow out, they could 
circulate it within the state, Maine would be 
much better off economically. This proj-
ect will create jobs directly, and through 
increased local spending.  

You’re an urban economist. Was this project a 
big change for you?

Yes and no. I’ve done most of my profes-
sional work in urban economics, but I grew 
up in Orangeburg, South Carolina, a small 
town in a rural state. My paternal grand-
father owned a farm in Maryland, where I 
spent three summers. My maternal grandfa-
ther was the Georgia state agricultural exten-
sion agent for “Negro” farmers, in charge of 
reaching out to black farmers throughout the 
state. So, I’m no stranger to the rural world, 
and am familiar with urban and rural issues.

What has happened since your study was 
completed?

OECD gathered the studies from all of the 
participating countries and held an inter-
national conference in 2012. They recently 
published a synthesis of the findings, Linking 
Renewable Energy to Rural Development. 
This continues to be an exciting field.  

How did this study inform your teaching?

As a teacher, I find these projects interest-
ing because they involve the intersection of 
economic, technological, political and social 
forces creating the future. understanding 
the interplay of these dynamics sheds light 
on the still-developing world within which 
our students will live, the careers that will 
be available to them, and the mix of skills 
they will need to learn to prepare for com-
ing decades. I have used the projects as 
examples to illustrate ideas I’ve presented 
in “Introductory Macroeconomics,” “Labor 
Economics” and “urban Economics.” Q 

Faculty
Vicki Bartolini, professor of education, spoke on an international panel, “Shared Challenges, Shared 
Opportunities: How Countries Can Proactively Align Early Education to Promote Childhood and Family 
Health and Nutrition,” at the Global Challenges and Opportunities Facing Children, Youth and Families 
conference at Wheelock College in June. She also shared her Early STEM literacy video documentation 
project at a session with education leaders from around the world.

Alexander Bloom, professor of history, published the article “‘The Mainspring in This Country Has Been 
Broken’: America’s Battered Sense of Self and the Emergence of the Vietnam Syndrome” in Four Decades On: 
Vietnam, the United States, and the Legacies of the Second Indochina War (Duke University Press, June 2013).

James Byrne, visiting assistant professor of English, presented the paper “‘The Past Is a Foreign 
Country’: Narrative, Nostalgia and the Ideology of Irishness for the Nineteenth-Century Irish Emigrant” at 
the American Conference for Irish Studies in Chicago in April.

Michael Drout, professor of English, published the article “Introduction: Reading Tolkien’s Poetry” in 
Tolkien’s Poetry (Walking Tree Publishers, April 2013).

Francisco Fernandez de Alba, associate professor of Hispanic studies, presented the lecture 
“Supplement and Complement: One Case of Transatlantic Studies” at the Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese Studies at Rutgers University–Newark in New Jersey on Feb. 21, 2013. 

Edward Gallagher, professor of French, translated The Romance of Tristan and Iseut by Joseph Bédier, 
(Hackett Publishing Company, April 2013).

Scott Gelber, assistant professor of education, was awarded a postdoctoral fellowship from the National 
Academy of Education/Spencer Foundation to support a book-length research project titled “Courtrooms 
and Classrooms: The Legal History of College Access, 1860–1960.”

Andrew Howard, professor of art, had his black-and-white photographs 
featured in juried exhibitions this summer. “Moonrise Arches, Utah” was 
in “The National” exhibition at the Cape Cod Art Association (CCAA) in 
Barnstable, Mass., and was awarded first place. “Sandy Neck, Winter” was 
in the association’s “All Cape Cod” exhibition and was awarded first place in 
the photography category. “Joshua Tree” was presented at the Falmouth Art 
Center and won first place.

Nancy Kendrick, professor of philosophy, presented the paper “Astell 
and Wollstonecraft on Aristotelian Friendship” on March 20 and 25 at the 
Eighteenth-Century Studies Seminar at the Mahindra Humanities Center at 
Harvard; and at the Philosophy Department Colloquium at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland.

Lisa Lebduska, associate professor of English, published the essay “Profession of Letters” in College 
Composition and Communication (September 2013).

Yuen-Gen Liang, associate professor of history, co-authored the articles “Unity and Disunity Across 
the Strait of Gibraltar,” and “The Interdisciplinary Humanities: A Platform for Experiential Learning 
of Workplace Skills,” with Associate Professor of Art History Touba Ghadessi. He also co-edited the 
special issue of the journal Medieval Encounters (2013) titled “Spanning the Strait: Studies in Unity in the 
Western Mediterranean.” 

Charlotte Meehan, associate professor of English and founder of Sleeping Weazel, presented the play 
she wrote, “Real Realism,” at the Factory Theatre in Boston May 31 through June 1 and June 6 through 8.

Kim Miller, associate professor of women’s studies, published the article “Interweaving Narratives of Art 
and Activism: Sandra Kriel’s Heroic Women” in African Art, Interviews, Narratives: Bodies of Knowledge at 
Work (Indiana University Press, May 2013).

A. Javier Trevino, professor of sociology, published the article “On the Facilitating Actions of Service 
Sociology” in the Journal of Applied Social Science (March 2013). 

Alumnae/i
Robie Heilbrun Harris ’62 received the inaugural Mills Tannenbaum Award for Children’s Literacy, 
presented at the Reach Out and Read of Greater New York Annual Benefit on May 6 in Manhattan. The 
award recognizes authors dedicated to promoting a lifelong love of reading in young children.

Michelle “Shelly” Jarenski ’99, assistant professor of English at University of Michigan–Dearborn, 
published the article “‘Delighted and Instructed’: African American Challenges to Panoramic Aesthetics 
in J.P. Ball, Kara Walker, and Frederick Douglass” in the American Quarterly (2013).

Priscilla Ledbetter Padgett ’82 published Mercer Island (Arcadia Publishing, May 2013), a photo 
history featuring images gathered from state and local archives, museums, libraries, newspapers and 
personal collections. It is part of Arcadia’s Images of America series, which has more than 6,000 titles. 
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Victory lap
Swimming co-captain graduates awash in success 

This year in February, before the men’s 
and women’s swimming teams competed 
in the New England Women’s and Men’s 
Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) champion-
ships, coach Barrett Roberts ’07 gathered 
the group for a pre-meet pep talk. He 
highlighted some of the great moments 
from past championships, as well as talked 
about various swimmers who had surpassed 
expectations.

“This year, I spoke about John Kuckens 
’06, Zachariah Hicks ’07, John Ahern ’10 
and Christian Woods ’12,” said Roberts, a 
former member of the Wheaton swim team. 
Next year a name that surely will be added 
to that list is Caroline Isaacs ’13. 

Isaacs, the women’s swimming team co-
captain, graduated in May as the program’s 
most successful distance swimmer, accord-
ing to Roberts, with records in the 500-yard, 
1,000-yard and 1,650-yard freestyles as well 
as the 400-yard individual medley. She also 
was a two-time NEWMAC Academic All-
Conference Award winner; the recipient of a 
2013 Banning-Ford Prize in Education; and 
she achieved the highest grade point average 
on the team for the fall semester, which se-
cured the Lyons a spot on this year’s College 
Swimming Coaches Association of America 
(CSCAA) Team Scholar All-America list.

“She will definitely be remembered as a 
major contributor to our program and an 
example to follow for years to come,” said 
Roberts. “When she first joined the team, 

she wasn’t considered a poten-
tial record holder, but Caroline 
improved dramatically since 
her freshman year. She willed 
herself to an elite level of com-
petition and earned every bit of 
her success.”

Isaacs also found inspiration 
in her Wheaton team, which she 
notes focuses on teamwork in-
stead of individual performances.

“The swim team became 
a second family,” she said. “I 
loved how both the men’s and 
women’s teams were always 
spending time together and appreciated how 
every member, no matter their speed, had a 
role to play in making the team better.”

Isaacs made an immediate impact during 
her first season as she broke a five-year-old 
program mark at the conference champi-
onship meet in the 400-yard individual med-
ley, with a time of 4:47:15. She improved her 
speed during the next three seasons, shatter-
ing additional records along the way.

 “After swimming the best times of my life 
and breaking my events’ records, I felt as 
though the work had paid off, and it made 
me dedicated to improving,” she said.

While she worked hard to personally 
improve in each event, she also cheered on 
her teammates, which led them to elect her 
co-captain this past season. Isaacs, who is a 
resident advisor, was also a member of the 

Wheaton Athletic Mentors and 
the Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee.

“Caroline is a leader and 
someone who is very amiable,” 
noted co-captain Dana Auger 
’13. “She is a dedicated worker 
in and out of the pool, and that 
quality reflects upon the rest of 
the team and helps others want 
to succeed, too.”

Isaacs has been equally 
skilled at pursuing and com-
bining all of her academic 
interests. She majored in studio 

art and chose minors in early childhood 
education and psychology, all of which 
perfectly prepared her for her role as a stu-
dent teacher for kindergarten and first grade 
students in a North Attleboro school this 
year. Her outstanding work there earned her 
an education department award, which was 
presented at the Honors Convocation.

She will be teaching second grade at Mary 
of Nazareth Catholic School in Darnestown, 
Md., this fall, and plans to pursue a master’s 
degree in special education in a few years.

“I enjoy teaching because of the interac-
tion with my students,” she said. “I have only 
been in the classroom for a short time, but I 
get a thrill from watching a student under-
stand a difficult concept or become increas-
ingly excited about the subject matter.” Q

—Matt Noonan ’10 
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Lacrosse secret 
weapon: math
Benjamin Brown ’13 
puts analytics to 
work to help team

Benjamin Brown ’13 has a secret that 
very few people know. Although he never 
played the sport, his extracurricular project 
helped the men’s lacrosse team improve its 
game, ending the season with a 7–8 record 
against tougher opponents than they had 
contested in the past.

Brown, who double majored in economics 
and mathematics, created his own form of 
lacrosse analytics. His system focuses on the 
Lyons’ opposing players 
and teams, using video 
from the games and box 
scores to establish a rating 
system that complements 
the coaches’ scouting 
reports. The box scores 
provide in-game statistics 
of shots, shots on net 
goals, assists and saves, 
while the video displays certain patterns by 
the opposition that helped Brown with his 
analytic scouting reports. 

“Ben worked extremely hard on this 
project,” said men’s lacrosse coach Jamie 
Lockard. “When he came into the office we 
spent 40 minutes talking about his reports 
on the various games, and we needed every 
single minute of our meetings.”

As a casual fan on the sidelines, Brown 
always pondered strategies for winning games. 
“Over the years, I went from being one of the 
kids yelling at the other teams to actually taking 
an interest in how the game worked and what 
could be figured out analytically,” he said.

He has always been interested in numbers 
and statistics, thanks to his father, a remedial 
math teacher who introduced him to a base-
ball probability game called Strat-O-Matic 
Baseball. The board game, which he still 
plays with his father, allows players to create 
lineups using cards of baseball legends with 
categories on the back that activate an offen-
sive or defensive play with a roll of the dice.

The board game never inspired him to 
pursue a career in sports, but did keep him 

thinking about numbers 
and statistics beyond his 
studies. When he trans-
ferred to Wheaton in 
2010 from Washington 
& Jefferson College, 
his advisor, Professor 
John Gildea, encour-

aged him to pursue opportunities to explore 
applications of his math interests outside the 
classroom.

“Professor Gildea had always told me, ‘If 
there’s something that you think is a great op-
portunity for you and you think you can some-
how figure it out and not pull your hair out, 
you should go for it,’” said Brown. “Because of 
his advice I was less timid about trying things.”

Brown’s venture into lacrosse was initiated 
by a few late-night conversations with one of 
the team’s co-captains from this past season, 
Ian Casey ’13, whom Brown described as an 
“indispensable” collaborator. Both students 
roomed together and frequently talked about 
lacrosse and strategy. Their conversations ex-
panded to include members of the team, who 
were all intrigued. They encouraged Brown 
to contact their coach and pitch his plan of 
creating a player and team rating system.

“It opened my eyes to a lot of different 
parts of the game that I didn’t really put a 
lot of value into,” said Lockard. “I thought it 
could only help the team.”

Noted Brown: “Coach Lockard’s ability 
to synthesize my results and pass them on 

to the team in a digestible language was 
beyond critical and really drove the value 
behind my work.” 

As the season progressed, Brown’s reports 
improved and provided a valuable supple-
ment to the coaches’ observations. A major 
reason was his ability to add what he saw 
during live action from his vantage point 
in the press box. He used his laptop and 
notepad to plot statistics that he considered 
important throughout the games, and shared 
the information with the coaches at halftime 
and after the game.

 “Getting some additional information 
about where we’re giving up shots on the 
field was critical,” said Lockard.

The most rewarding game for Brown 
was when the Lyons defeated Eastern 
Connecticut State for the first time since 
1996. The victory snapped the team’s four-
game losing streak, and was a turning point 
in his analytic process.

“I believe this can help us win games 
when we get it right,” said Lockard. “It’s ex-
citing because I think we’ve only scratched 
the surface.”

On June 3, Brown began working at the 
headquarters of Bloomberg L.P. in New 
York, where he interned last summer. He is 
an analyst in the management planning and 
analysis group that oversees the company’s 
financial products. He also plans to continue 
working with Lockard and the team. Q

—Matt Noonan ’10 

Benjamin Brown ’13 with lacrosse team; left, Ian Casey ’13 and Brown (on right).
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Above, viewers take 
a look at “Space Man 
Otis: Chaper One,” 
a series of ink and 
digital print works on 
paper by Nick Soo. 
Left, one of Soo’s 
futuristic images. 
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Talent show
Each year, studio art majors present work 
in the senior art exhibition in the Beard 
and Weil Galleries as a culmination of their 
creative experience at Wheaton. This year’s 
show, “Departure,” under advisor Associate 
Professor of Art Patricia Stone, featured 
diverse work by 16 students, who exhibited 
drawings, watercolors, prints, photographs, 
comic illustration, graphic design, paint-
ing and sculpture. Students chose the title 
“Departure” for the exhibition, says Stone, 
because “they liked the idea of ‘art’ con-
tained in the word, as well as the notion of 
‘a point of departure’ where one uses an 
image or idea as a springboard to produce a 
new work.” This year’s exhibition showcased 
use of some unusual materials, including 
graphic design on snowboards and paint-
ing with makeup on cloth. “There was so 
much to enjoy in this show: humor, surprise, 
classic beauty, some painful truths, and an 
impressive level of skill,” notes Professor 
Stone. Visit wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly 
to read artist statements about the work.

Samuel Fear’s clay sculptures reflect fascination 
with lines and curves of the body. Below, Stephanie 
Hoomis’s charcoal and pastel portraits.

 “Lasting Outlines,” wall sculptures by Elle Van Cott

PHOTOS BY NICKI PARDO
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Above, “Reflection,” photography by Tarryn Rourk 

Left, “Synapse,” digital print on snowboard by Rachel Vergara

“At the Races,” watercolor and ink on paper, by Christina Cannon

Sculpture from “The Garden” series by Caroline 
Isaacs 

Emma DeVito’s inspiration: finding beauty in the mundane

Below, digital inkjet prints “Index” and “Null” by Walker Downey

Artist Zimbiri attempts to “see the unseen and to give a platform to the internal hurt and violence people often try to ignore.”

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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SANDY COLEMAN
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Labs engage 
campus in creative 
hands-on learning, 
collaboration

By Sandy Coleman

Last semester, when William Cohen ’13 needed 
to tackle a term paper for his “Philosophy and 
Literature” course, he found help in an unexpected 

place—a box of Legos in the Wheaton 
Autonomous Learning Laboratory 
(WHALE Lab), courtesy of founder 
Professor Tom Armstrong.

“I spent a lot of time building things 
with Tom’s Legos,” says Cohen, who 
majored in English with a minor in 
studio art and computer science. “I 
find that focusing on some sort of 

immediate, often mechanical or tactile problem 
(such as building something with Legos), lets me 
work through larger, abstract problems. Some sort 
of organic problem solving happens when I’m 
otherwise occupied.”  

Scattered about the WHALE research lab and 
FiberSpace, those Legos may seem like toys—well, 
they are—but they also are important brainteasers, 
notes Armstrong, assistant professor of computer 
science. “The goal is to create an environment of 
play and experimentation, to remind students, staff 
members and faculty that whimsy is important 
in fostering the joy of learning, and to encourage 
everyone to think differently about what ‘college’ 
is,” says Armstrong, who also founded FiberSpace.

College is not just about sitting in a classroom 
devouring knowledge; it’s also about the enjoyment 
of exploration, and about engaging the brain through 
as many varied experiences as possible.

SketchUp software is used to design objects, which are 
then fabricated in plastic by the lab’s 3-D printer (far 
left); the Wheaton Autonomous Learning Laboratory 
(WHALE Lab) serves as a center for collaboration for 
students, faculty and staff members; Legos scattered 
about the lab are brain stimulators and reminders that 
learning should be fun. 

KEITH NORDSTROM

SANDY COLEMAN
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To ensure that all of this happens, Armstrong last 
year created the WHALE Lab and FiberSpace, located 
respectively on the first floor of the Mars Center for 
Science and Technology and second floor of the “old” 
science center. Both are “makerspaces,” research labs for 
making things. They are dedicated to engaging heads, 
hands and hearts in the creative process as a different 
approach to critical thinking and problem solving—not 
only for students, but also for faculty and staff members, 
and eventually the local community. 

Makerspaces, also referred to as hack-
erspaces, date back to the mid-1990s and 
began in Germany, where a group of pro-
grammers started sharing a physical space, 
according to Make magazine. After a group 
of North American hackers visited Germany 
in 2007, the magazine notes, they brought 
the concept to the united States, where it 
has grown and diversified with the addition 
of electronic circuit design and manufactur-

ing related to the initial focus on program-
ming, and physical prototyping. 

Makerspaces, some of them college-
hosted, offer events, workshops and shared 
access to unique high-end manufactur-
ing equipment, software and materials. 
Wheaton has one of the few such college-
hosted spaces in New England.

The WHALE Lab and FiberSpace, which 
aims to fuse together the fiber arts and tech-

Mission accomplished: 

Expertise among faculty and 
staff that already exists on campus 
is being more widely shared.

Students are out of their dorm 
rooms more often and into shared 
spaces where they can develop 
skills outside of the classroom that 
complement coursework and help 
prepare them for summer internships 
and industry positions after graduation.

Access to projects that involve 
computational thinking is increasing.

Ideas for cool projects are 
cropping up every day.

Students are mentoring other 
students as they share knowledge. 

Students say they are being 
inspired to try new things every day.

FLYNN LARSEN

The ever-present, bearded founder of the WHALE Lab, Professor Tom Armstrong, and students explore Leap Motion, which allows computer control without contact.
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Emma Hartman ’14
Trustee Scholar, math and computer 
science double major

WHALE Lab workshop presenter

“I started to be involved in the 
WHALE Lab after my sophomore 
year, while I was doing research with 
Professor Armstrong. Despite being a 
computer science major, I had never 
been very comfortable with computer 
hardware before working in the 
lab. When the connection between 
my laptop and my screen stopped 
working, I replaced the screen in the 
lab myself. The experience in the lab 
gave me the confidence to fix my 
own computer, and the space and 
resources to do it. The lab provides a 
much-needed resource for Wheaton 
students. It’s a place where we are 
able and encouraged to explore 
technological interests outside the 
classroom setting. For example, I 
never imagined I would get to work 
with a 3-D printer, let alone be 
teaching other people how to use it.”

Benjamin Weinstock ’14
English major, computer 
science minor

WHALE Lab craft days host

“The lab is everyone’s workshop. It 
has given me a place to experiment, 
to practice skills and to pursue my 
interests. My projects are mostly 
about getting in touch with people. 
This summer I hosted a few craft 
days in the lab so summer residents 
could get workshop time, and I 
worked with a team to create a 
virtual reality video game, titled 
“Polaroid Noir.” More than anything, 
I think the lab community teaches 
us to take an active approach 
to learning and fosters an ethic 
of proficiency, pursuing one’s 
interests with the tools at hand.”

Clayton Rieck ’14
Computer science major, math minor

WHALE Lab assistant

“Tom was the main reason I started 
going to the lab. I was in his “Data 
Structures” class and came to him 
for help regularly. He was always in 
the lab, so I was constantly going 
there as well. I only went there for 
help from him at first, but last fall I 
started coming in to make things. He 
was very welcoming, and encouraged 
me to come and try different things 
and get out of my comfort zone. The 
biggest contribution to the lab I’ve 
made was last winter. I installed 
sound-activated LEDs underneath 
the whiteboards and they connect 
to any MP3 player. [LEDs, or light–
emitting diodes, are semiconductor 
devices that produce visible light 
when an electrical current is passed 
through them.] I’ve also taught a 
few workshops in the WHALE Lab 
and FiberSpace, including one on 
how to use Google SketchUp, a 3-D 
modeling program, and Lumi, a 
printmaking process using sun-
activated dyes. I recently gave a talk 
on app development for iPhones and 
iPads. The lab greatly enhances my 
educational experience here. It allows 
me to do things I never would have 
imagined doing. It brings together 
technology, art, music and many 
other areas of study into one place, 
and allows you to tap into areas of 
creativity that you may not have 
known you had. I love that.”

Claudia D’Adamo ’13
Computer science and 
psychology major

Former WHALE Lab assistant

“I worked on several projects, 
including 3-D printing (I made a 
model of Mary Lyon Hall), circuitry 
and crafting. I set up, publicized 
and hosted workshops and events 
at the lab, including teaching 
students and staff how to create 
magnetic LED throwies [colorful 
lights attached to magnets that can 
be thrown onto anything metallic for 
decoration]. I knitted and crocheted 
in the FiberSpace. I created an 
art robot that moves around on 
paper, using a toothbrush motor 
to draw in glow-in-the-dark ink. 
The WHALE Lab is great because 
there is a lot of space to create 
things and break things. I worked on 
projects relating computer science 
to many other disciplines in ways 
that I’ve never thought of before. For 
example, I worked on a project that 
incorporated circuits into fabrics 
and textiles. The maker movement 
and WHALE Lab have helped me 
realize my interest in how people 
learn, especially how they learn 
engineering and computer science 
principles. I saw how interest-based 
learning and hands-on projects can 
really strengthen understanding 
of STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) concepts.”

nology (think sewing a holiday sweater that 
lights up), are pure Wheaton. They create 
interdisciplinary spaces for students, faculty 
and staff members to exercise their passions 
for do-it-yourself projects in technology, 
engineering and crafts. Currently, a student 
and a faculty member are using the WHALE 
Lab to experiment with robotic technology 

as a research effort that will result in a senior 
honors thesis and a journal article. At the 
same time, a group of students, faculty and 
staff are organizing a workshop on creating 
three-dimensional artwork. 

The labs defy easy categorization: aca-
demic work or recreational pursuits, science 
or art, faculty project or student endeavor? 
Rather, they are centers for intellectual explo-
ration. The essence of a Wheaton education 
lies in crossing borders, just as the labs do. 

Walk into the WHALE Lab on any given 
day and you will be intrigued by the visual 
explosion of stuff and activity—a bank of 

Clayton Rieck ’14

Students leading the way

“I see peer-to-peer learning 

happening in the makerspaces 

daily—between students, alums 

and faculty.”

—Professor Tom Armstrong

Professor Kathryn Tomasek and Kimberly Belgrave ’15 in 
FiberSpace.

KEITH NORDSTROM

Continued on page 22
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computer monitors transformed from trash to 
treasure by students and Professor Armstrong; 
a large table covered in laptops, chain mail 
handcrafted from fencing wire, giant balls 
of yarn and remnants of crochet projects; 
random electronic projects in various phases 
of development; a robot created by students 
that consists of a laptop placed on long metal 
legs; and several versions of Rodin’s sculpture 
“The Thinker,” which have been designed us-
ing software and then “printed” out in plastic 
by the 3-D printer. (What? A printer that 
duplicates objects in plastic the way a copier 
duplicates images on paper?) 

Collectively, this is all part of Professor 
Armstrong’s secret/not-so-secret mission to 
entice the every day person to be curious 
enough to come in and find out more, and 
the die-hard techies to work on projects 
that they are passionate about, in order to 
develop and nurture an interest in computa-
tional thinking across disciplines and beyond 
the population of students who are majoring 
in computer science. 

The idea is that computational thinking—
solving problems applying concepts that 
are fundamental to computer science, like 
analyzing and organizing data, and identify-
ing, testing and implementing possible solu-
tions—is a core skill that everyone can use. 

“Major or minor in computer science if 
you are passionate about it,” Armstrong 
says. “But in the world that we live in, I want 
you to be fluent in computation. That can 
come through participating in co-curricular 
workshops, assisting on projects, or trying 
your hand at ‘making.’ The importance of 
computational thinking for Wheaton gradu-
ates cannot be overstated.” 

Associate Professor of History Kathryn 
Tomasek, who also is an avid knitter, already 
is tapping into that idea by weaving connec-
tions between fiber arts and mathematics 
in her history classes. Last semester, she 
brought the students in her “Sex and Work” 
course, which focuses on gender issues 
in the labor force, to FiberSpace to teach 
knitting. Knitting is based on mathematics, 
she points out. In conjunction, Armstrong, 
whom Tomasek is teaching to knit, showed 
the students simple computer coding that 

could be applied to their fiber art. 
The two professors have been col-

laborating to increase the comfort level 
with mathematics and computer science, 
particularly among young women. The effort 
is an important one considering the lack of 
gender diversity in the field of information 
technology. (See story on Wheaton alumnae 
working in technology, page 24.)

“One of the things that Tom is doing in 

his makerspaces is getting nontraditional 
populations into math and computer sci-
ence,” says Tomasek. “With this particular 
FiberSpace project, my students learned this 
traditional craft, which is fun, and they are 
able to build something simple that involves 
circuitry and code into whatever fabric or 
object they choose. And that might move 
them toward being a little bit more comfort-
able with programming and things that can 

Claudia D’Adamo ’13 designed this version of Mary Lyon Hall using SketchUp software and printed it with the 
lab’s 3-D printer, which fabricates objects in plastic the way a copier duplicates images and text.
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seem very intimidating.”
In addition to increasing the comfort level 

with electronics and programming, sharing 
knowledge is a central focus of the labs.

 “I see peer-to-peer learning happening in 
the makerspaces daily—between students, 
alums and faculty,” says Armstrong. “That 
everyone brings skills to the table and ev-
eryone is a peer reinforces lifelong learning 
outside of the classroom. Everybody can 
be expert at something and share that with 
people. In WHALE, the sooner that we get 
to, ‘I don’t know,’ the more we all learn.”

Anyone who wants to learn how to do 
something—from knitting to designing and 
printing out 3-D game pieces—is encour-
aged to do so and to teach others how to do 
it. The equipment, tools and unique software 
are provided; users (tinkering mechanics, 
tailors, roboticists, designers, artists) bring the 
willingness to play, learn and share.

“At a residential liberal arts campus, this 
is how I want students to spend time when 
they’re not in classes, when they’re not 
studying, when they’re not eating, when 
they’re not sleeping. I’d rather have a student 
build a video game than buy a video game. 
I’d rather a student model and print out 

some sort of tool than download it from the 
Internet. I want them to see making as the 
manifestation of what we want Wheaton’s 
Connections curriculum to be.”  

Both spaces have become popular 
gathering spots (where the bearded, ever-
present Armstrong holds court daily) and 
the source of imaginative projects, from 
the practical (Zevi Rubin ’16 designed and 
fabricated a Rubik’s Cube–style puzzle with 
raised surfaces for blind people) to the out 
of this world (Ryan Farber ’15, a physics 
major, has proposed building a small satel-
lite to launch into space).

Two years ago Armstrong began laying 
the foundation for these labs when he was 
seeking space for himself and his students to 
work on projects outside of the classroom. 
He initially carved out a little space in a 

spare storage closet and then found a little 
more room. And then, when the new Mars 
Center for Science and Technology was being 
planned, he advocated for the current spaces. 

And yet, when you sit across from him 
in his office and ask him what his title is in 
relation to the spaces, he humbly shrugs. No 
fancy labels for him, he insists.

“I see my role as a community builder,” 
he says, “to bring people together across 
different constituency groups on campus. 
I’m mostly just the person who tries to get 
space, equipment, funding and resources 
for people who want to work on things, and 
then puts them in a room with other people 
who want to work on things, and then I get 
to see what happens.” Q

More online:
Visit the WHALE Lab (wheatoncollege.edu/whale) 
to read about the latest events, research and 
projects, and watch a time-lapse video of the 3-D 
printer in action.

Students conducted a workshop on making 
throwies—a lithium battery, 10 mm diffused LED and 
magnet taped together. They can be thrown on any 
magnetic surface for decoration.
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Women in  
technology
Alums shine in industry  
that needs diversity
 By Mary Howard

When is a chair not just a chair? When 
it’s used for taking a stand. That’s what 
members of the Wheaton community 
discovered during the winter semester 
when the Sit With Me project was brought 
to campus by Colleen Wheeler, assistant 
director of Wheaton’s Web Strategy 
Team and one of the founders, with 
Professor Tom Armstrong, of the Wheaton 
Autonomous Learning Laboratory (WHALE Lab).

Sit With Me is a national advocacy cam-
paign designed to encourage women to pursue 
computing careers. Sitting in a red chair, 
participants have an opportunity to show their 
support and share stories about women in 
technology. The project perfectly corresponds 
with one of the goals of the WHALE Lab—to 
broaden the interest in computer science 
beyond those who major in it.

Information technology is one of the 
fastest-growing sectors in the u.S. economy, 
with 1.4 million job openings expected by 
2020. Although women make up more than 
half of the American workforce, they hold 
only 25 percent of technology and comput-
ing jobs, according to the National Center 
for Women & Information Technology, the 
creator of Sit With Me.

In the spirit of the project, the Quarterly 
is showcasing several alumnae working in 
the industry. Coming from backgrounds that 
include a variety of majors and working in a 
wide range of jobs, from designing Navy de-
stroyers to creating educational software, they 
illustrate the many opportunities available and 
the many paths into the field that a liberal arts 
education offers.
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Sharon Callahan ’84
CEO of LLNS at Omnicom Group 
EVP of Omnicom Group, New York

“I love my job because I get to work with 
amazingly smart and creative people, learn about 
new ways of communicating, and come up with 
ideas all day,” says Sharon Callahan. Since 2008, 
she’s been executive vice president of Omnicom 
Group, a global holding company of marketing 
communications firms. She added CEO to her 
responsibilities three years ago and now oversees 
a portfolio of companies that provide marketing 
services to the health care industry.

It’s her job to find innovative solutions to the 
marketing challenges faced by her clients, which 
include global health care leaders Merck, Novartis, 
and Johnson & Johnson. And that means staying 
on top of technology. “I’m immersed in it,” says 
Callahan, who helps clients deliver their messages 
through online networks and mobile technology. 

With close to 30 years in the business, she has 
a thing or two to say about the role of women in 
technology. “Gender equality in the workplace 
produces a better bottom line,” she says. “Diverse 
teams improve effectiveness and drive innovation, 
because men and women often think differently and 
have different ways of approaching challenges and 
finding solutions.”

An English major with a minor in drama, Callahan 
had her heart set on an advertising career with a 
big, Madison Avenue agency. “When I graduated 

from Wheaton, I had a great job lined up, and then 
budget cuts came and the job never materialized.” 
So she took a job in medical publishing and found 
that she really liked health care and technology. 
“We were early pioneers in publishing medical 
content on the Internet,” she says. 

After a stint with a dot-com in the ’90s, she 
joined Omnicom and hasn’t looked back.

“My liberal arts education taught me to see 
things from many different perspectives. I have a lot 
of confidence in my ability to fix things and turn a 
situation around.”

Jaclyn “Jackie” Hurley Christensen ’00
Product owner
WhippleHill Communications, Bedford, N.H.

Jackie Christensen works in software 
development, creating a product vision for 
WhippleHill’s learning management system, 
onCampus, an online tool that helps private K–12 
schools manage and share information with 

students and parents. It’s her job to understand the 
competitive landscape, conduct user research, and 
communicate with schools to ensure that her team 
is on the right track. She prioritizes which product 
features and enhancements her development team 
tackles in each software release. She also works 
closely with the sales and marketing team to ensure 
the product messaging is accurate, clear and 
compelling to potential customers.

“Women are major consumers of technology,” 
says Christensen. “If companies want to be 
successful now and in the future, they need people 
on their product development teams who relate to 
women’s needs and daily challenges.” 

She credits an independent study on environmental 
psychology she did with Professor of Psychology David 
Wulff for honing her writing and communications skills, 

which she uses every day in her job. 
“I now recognize how unique an opportunity I 

had, working one-on-one with a professor as an 
undergraduate.”

Her path to a career in technology was not linear, 
says Christensen, who majored in environmental 
science and minored in psychology at Wheaton. 
Working in development for the Anti-Defamation 
League of Boston, she found she had a knack for 
figuring out the software programs used to track 
gifts and generate donor reports.

She dovetailed her interests in technology and 
nonprofit work as an e-philanthropy specialist for 
Campagne Associates in Manchester, N.H., before 
joining WhippleHill. “That’s the exciting thing 
about technology: it’s so fast-paced that unique 
opportunities crop up all the time.”
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Catherine Malone Habas ’93
Principal
CMH Communications, San Francisco

Since beginning her career in Silicon Valley after 
her graduation in 1993, Catherine Malone Habas has 
witnessed the changing role of women in the field of 
technology. “At that time, few of my female clients 
were in the executive suite.” 

She now counsels many women executives in 
technology companies. “Diversity, whether it be 
gender, ethnicity or age, is critical, because with it 
comes different life experiences.”

In her work for CMH Communications, a 
technology-focused public relations firm, Habas 
partners with companies to create brand identity 
and develop messages about software that are 
easily understood. From there, she may pitch a 
story to the business press, draft a speech for an 

executive, or establish a meaningful social media 
presence for a client.

“Public relations encompasses many strategies, 
and during my 20 years in the field I have been 
part of the evolution from print to online and social 
media.”

At Wheaton, Habas majored in international 
relations with minors in economics and political 
science. She says her liberal arts education taught 
her to quickly grasp and digest complex content. 
“Software designed for business users can be 
difficult to comprehend, much like the challenging 
economics classes I took with [Professor of 
Economics] Gordon Weil,” she says.

Habas is also a big believer in internships. “I held 
three during my time at Wheaton, and each one 
allowed me to develop a skill set that I drew from 

during my early professional years.” 
Her most memorable was interning at the office 

of the late Senator Edward Kennedy in Washington, 
D.C., during her junior year. “The best thing a college 
student can do is find work outside the classroom.”

Melissa Namiot ’88
Systems analyst
Fidelity Investments, Smithfield, R.I.

“I fell into a career in technology, and I’m glad 
I did,” says Melissa Namiot. While working for an 
educational company in Cambridge, Mass., she 
was asked to cover for a co-worker in the computer 
department who was on vacation. “That was my 
first introduction to technology,” she says.

Namiot discovered that her analytical nature and 
her strength in learning languages—gleaned from 
her major in French and international relations—
gave her an edge in technology. 

Now, with more than 10 years in the 
field, she works as a systems analyst with 

Fidelity Investments. Namiot spends her days 
troubleshooting technical issues, changing or 
creating software to meet her organization’s 
business needs and challenges. “People come to me 
to solve their problems, and when I can deliver on 
that it’s very satisfying,” she says.

She’s proud of her success in the field despite 
her lack of a technology degree. “My career path is 
more like a labyrinth,” she says. (Her first job out of 
college was as a recruiter for a French company.) 
“Being exposed to so many different offerings at 
Wheaton allowed me to be comfortable with new 
challenges.”

Sara Nausch  ’11
Associate 
K2 Partnering Solutions, Boston

A sociology and history major at Wheaton, 
Sara Nausch works in the staffing end of the 
technology industry, assessing the hiring needs 
of chief information officers and IT managers 
and connecting them with talented professionals 
throughout the United States. 

She typically engages with executives when they 
are implementing a new system or enhancing an 
existing one. “I have an interesting perspective on 
the technology industry, because I’m able to see 
trends on both sides of the table.” She knows what 

companies are looking for in new hires, and she 
also understands what job seekers expect from 
employers. 

“To be successful, you need to listen to your 
client, develop a plan for implementation, and 
articulate to your team what needs to be done,” she 
says. 

Although Nausch knows that women excel in 
this work, it is still a male-dominated industry, she 
says. “I don’t see many female IT managers and 
have yet to speak with a female CIO. You must be 
a trailblazer. Be prepared to be the only female on-
site. Relish in that fact and make your voice heard.” 
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More online
Visit wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly to see photos of Wheaton participants taking a stand with the red chair; 
watch a video; and read about the efforts to encourage diversity in the field of technology.

SHIWEI HuANG ’15
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Christina Nelson ’11 
Systems engineer 
Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems, 
Portsmouth, R.I.

Christina Nelson is responsible for the software 
integration and testing on a new class of Navy 
destroyer. Working for defense contractor Raytheon, 
she and her team take software from various 
development groups, put it all together and make 
sure it works as designed. After integrating all the 
software, finding problems and testing solutions, 
she and her team communicate with Navy officials 
and run tests to make sure the software meets the 
Navy’s standards.

When she came to Wheaton, she had no 
experience in computer science and didn’t see 
herself in a technology career, but that changed the 

summer after her freshman year. While working on 
the Lexomics project with Professor of Computer 
Science Mark LeBlanc, she became “hooked on 
programming.” (Lexomics is the analysis of the 
frequency, distribution and arrangement of words in 
large-scale patterns.) 

“I liked seeing that you could use new methods 
to solve old problems,” she says. She went on to 
a major in computer science and mathematics. 
Professor LeBlanc recommended her for a summer 
internship at Raytheon, and a full-time position 
followed.

“My liberal arts education taught me how to 
problem solve, pulling from different experiences 
when trying to find a solution,” she says. “Having 
studied a wide variety of subjects at Wheaton, I feel 

comfortable taking on tasks that involve more than 
just a software background.” With less than one 
year on the job, she was asked to be the primary 
author on the testing her team performed.

Pamela “Pam” Perkins Au ’81
Director, information technology quality and 
compliance strategy
Johnson & Johnson, New Brunswick, N.J.

Pam Au didn’t expect to work in technology, 
but an opportunity to be a pioneer in the early 
’80s changed her mind. After interning for 
Congresswoman Margaret Heckler, the government 
major was offered a position in business 
applications programming at Merrill Lynch. 

“Wall Street was making a huge investment in 
technology. There were few women in IT in the 
brokerage industry, and it was an opportunity to 
learn, grow and develop,” she says.

She went through a 12-week training program, 
learning COBOL and other programming languages. 
“It was really technical,” she says. “To this day, I am 

so proud of making it through that training.”
Now Au is responsible for the development and 

execution of Johnson & Johnson’s global IT quality 
and compliance strategy. She recently led a team 
to transform the way IT systems and services are 
delivered by streamlining the systems development 
life-cycle process and making it more user-friendly. 

“As a liberal arts major, I learned to look at 
things holistically,” she says. “[Professor of Political 
Science] Darlene Boroviak taught me not to set 
boundaries.”

With more than 30 years in IT, Au enjoys serving 
as a mentor to young women and men interested in 
technology careers. “It’s what I love most about my 
job,” she says. “Everything I’ve accomplished, I’ve 
accomplished by working with people in teams.”

Bridget Pulice ’08
National success consultant
Bullhorn, Inc., Boston

An Italian studies major with a minor in 
psychology, Bridget Pulice was recruited by Bullhorn 
at a job fair at Wheaton. “I did not intend to pursue a 
career in technology,” she says. 

The Boston-based company is a global leader 
in the production of software that helps recruiting 
professionals track applicants.

Initially hired as a technical support analyst, 
where she provided phone and email assistance 
to customers in 150 countries, she now works 
primarily with dissatisfied clients who are at risk for 
terminating their contracts. Pulling from her Wheaton 
toolbox, she facilitates relationships with these clients 
as she works to identify and solve their issues. Her 
efforts have resulted in a 95 percent retention rate.

Though her work record is impressive, Pulice is most 
proud of earning her master’s degree in international 
relations and communications in 2012 from Boston 
University while working full time at Bullhorn.

“One of the best things about Wheaton is that 
everyone has a voice,” she says. “I was never afraid 
to speak up in the classroom, and this has certainly 
helped my confidence and communication skills in 
the workplace.”

Pulice says her undergraduate education gave 
her a variety of skills and knowledge about a range 
of topics. 

“Thanks to Wheaton, I have all the tools I need 
to learn new things and succeed in any path,” 
she says. “You want me to converse in another 
language? Sure. You want me to fix your computer? 
No problem.” Q
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Honoring student champions
When President Ronald A. Crutcher completes his term in office at the end of the aca-
demic year, the college plans to inaugurate a scholarship named for him and his wife, 
Betty Neal Crutcher.

Alumnae/i, parents and friends are gathering to create the Ronald and Betty Neal 
Crutcher Scholarship as a tribute to their visionary leadership over the past 10 years. The 
effort will result in both an endowed scholarship fund and a Wheaton Fund scholarship 

that will be awarded immediately.
“This is a particularly fitting 

honor, given the Crutchers’ 
professional commitment as educators and the many 
deep relationships they have developed with 
students,” said Thomas Hollister, chair of the 
Wheaton College Board of Trustees.

The Crutchers’ involvement with students is 
personal. Each year, they greet first-year fami-
lies when they arrive for orientation, helping 
to unload minivans, answer myriad 
questions and share a warm wel-
come. They stay connected with 
these students, personally mentoring 
dozens of young women and men. 

In addition, the Crutchers’ philanthropy has been 
directed to scholarship aid to help ensure that stu-
dents will not face excessive student loan debt after 
they graduate.

The Ronald and Betty Neal Crutcher Wheaton Fund 
Scholarship will confer annual scholarships for the 
2014–2015 academic year to deserving students on 
the basis of academic merit, 
extracurricular achievements, 
and/or community service. Q

For more information on the 
Ronald and Betty Neal Crutcher 
Wheaton Fund Scholarship, 
please contact the Wheaton 
Fund at (508) 286-8226 
or WheatonFund@
wheatoncollege.edu.

Progress in numbers
Science center: 
$36,118,382 committed to expanding and enhancing science 
facilities through the Mars Center for Science and Technology.

Goal: $35 million

Student scholarships: 
$45,339,901 committed to increasing scholarship support for 
Wheaton students and their families.

Goal: $50.6 million 

Annual support: 
$30,998,428 contributed to the Wheaton Fund since July 1, 2005. 
Alumnae/i, parents and friends have committed $1,248,159 since 
July 1, 2013.

Goal: $4.3 million for fiscal year 2014 (ending on June 30, 2014); 
$34.4 million by June 30, 2014 

Student-faculty research: 
$1,408,388 committed to support student-faculty research 
collaborations through the establishment of endowed funds for that 
purpose.

Artificial turf field: 
Construction by fall 2013 of an artificial turf field and lighting to 
expand opportunities for intercollegiate, club and intramural sports. 

Goal: $3,865,000

Campaign leadership
Kenneth R. Babby ’02

Nancy Pearlstine Conger ’67, co-chair

Deborah Haigh Dluhy ’62

Debra Kent Glidden ’68, co-chair

Thomas Hollister, co-chair

Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72

Margaret Dunn Smith ’73

More online
wheatoncollege.edu/giving



Pareskys sow opportunities
by Rob Pyles

It’s a brilliant June morning on campus. Just outside of Balfour-Hood Center, 
two beautiful English oak trees sway in the breeze. The “coed oaks”—as they 
are affectionately known—were a gift of Susan “Sue” Stampler Paresky ’68 
and her husband, Joseph.

The year was 1988, and Paresky, who was director of alumnae affairs at the 
time, planted the trees to commemorate a historic event in the story of the 
college: Wheaton was going co-ed. 

The 
giving 
tree

Susan Stampler Paresky ’68 and her husband, Joseph.
DAVID MARSHALL

Continued on page 30
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Jennifer Salazar ’10
Jennifer Salazar loves teaching kids. 
But she didn’t just want to teach; she 
wanted to focus on urban education, 
going into America’s poorest neigh-
borhoods and working with disadvan-
taged children.

For her, it’s a way of giving back. 
Salazar herself grew up in a low-
income section of Brooklyn (she’s 
still a Yankees fan), where her father 
was a janitor and her mother was a 
homemaker. She received a Posse 
Scholarship to attend Wheaton, 
where she saw firsthand the value of 
passionate, dedicated educators.

“My professors invested in me,” she 
says. “I knew they cared about me, 
and that made all the difference. ”

In her history and education classes, her 
eyes were opened to inequalities in our 
public education system. And she was deter-
mined to change that. 

After graduating from Wheaton, she 

pursued a master’s degree in education at 
Tufts university, with the aid of a Paresky 
Fellowship. 

upon receiving her master’s degree in 
2011, she was immediately offered a posi-

tion teaching 10th grade social 
studies at Boston Green Academy, 
a public charter school in South 
Boston.

She believes reforming our edu-
cation system is not a choice, but 
a fundamental part of an ethical 
and just society.

And, for Salazar, the adventure 
continues: she just accepted a 
teaching position for sixth and 
seventh grade social studies at 
Hyde Leadership Charter School, 
which is in the Hunt’s Point 
neighborhood of the Bronx in 
New York. It is one of the poor-
est congressional districts in the 
united States; more than half the 

population lives below the poverty level.
“There are lots of struggles there,” says 

Salazar. “But there’s so much potential. I see 
it in the kids. I have faith in them. It’s the 
reason I became a teacher.” 

But those weren’t the only seeds the Pareskys planted. That 
same year, the couple established the Joseph M. and Susan 
Stampler Paresky ’68 Fellowship to provide financial assistance to 
recent Wheaton graduates pursuing graduate studies. The Paresky 
Fellowship is still going strong, and 2013 marks its 25th anniversary.

Like the oak trees she planted 25 years ago, Susan Paresky’s roots 
run deep into the soil of Wheaton. After graduating, she married her 
husband on campus at Cole Memorial Chapel in 1972. She became 
director of alumnae affairs in 1982, set up the Paresky Fellowship 
in 1988, and from 1993 to 2003, she was a Trustee of the college, 
working on major issues like enrollment, budgets, strategic planning 
and, of course, fundraising.

“I have always felt that Wheaton is a springboard into life,” she says. 
“And I want to give back to the school that has given me so much.”

In May, she invited past Paresky fellows into her Boston home, 
including Jennifer Salazar ’10, Joshua “Jay” Weimer ’96 and Christine 
Parzych Vigneux ’91. 

Paresky  says it is remarkable to see the impact Wheaton graduates 

have made in their respective—and very diverse—professional fields. 
Generosity is a central theme in Paresky’s life, instilled in her 

from an early age by her parents. Whether it has been time, talent, 
financial contributions, or words of encouragement, Paresky has 
dedicated her life to helping others. 

She is currently senior vice president for development at the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, where she directs all fundraising and 
capital campaigns. She recently managed a $1 billion capital cam-
paign for Dana-Farber—the largest-ever fundraising effort for any 
New England hospital. 

“She’s really a legend,” says Lora Sharpe, director of donor rela-
tions at Wheaton. “In her professional life, she’s achieved historic re-
sults in philanthropic giving for cancer research. And in her personal 
life, she is always so generous, even with her time.”

Today, the coed oaks are still standing strong, still growing, 
stretching ever skyward. 

“My connection with Wheaton—it’s a forever connection,” says 
Paresky, smiling. “The oak trees represent that. Wheaton is a piece 
of my history, my memory. And it always will be.”

Continued from page 29
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Joshua “Jay” Weimer ’96
Joshua “Jay” Weimer knew exactly what 
he wanted to do when he graduated from 
Wheaton. A double major in philosophy 
and political science, he had been trained to 
think critically. 

“I liked to argue,” he says with a laugh. 
“And I wanted to do it professionally.”

Weimer wanted to pursue a career in the 
law. After graduating from Wheaton, he 
attended Yale Law School. He received a 
Paresky Fellowship, which relieved much of 
the financial pressure of law school, allow-
ing him to focus on his studies. 

Today, he argues cases as assistant district 
attorney for the northern district of Texas, 
a massive area covering 100 counties and 

almost 96,000 square miles.
He enjoys the energy of the courtroom, 

the daily challenge of thinking on his feet in 

critical situations. Rather than wilting under 
the pressure, he thrives on it. 

He has worked in cases ranging from 
health care to immigration, from terrorism 
to bank robberies. But what brings him true 
meaning in his career? Justice, he says. 

“I’m fortunate as an attorney because I 
don’t have a ‘client.’ My client is the United 
States of America, and my job is to apply the 
law fairly to all people.”

Even though he is busy upholding the 
law on the plains of Texas, he still main-
tains close Wheaton connections. His 
senior-year roommate, Jason Neal ’96, was 
recently married and Weimer was best man 
at the wedding. 

Christine Parzych Vigneux  ’91
When she was a freshman at Wheaton, 
Christine Parzych Vigneux had already 
planned out her career. After she graduated, 
she figured, she’d go into politics.

But a funny thing happened. The politi-
cal science major, who even interned at 
the State House, began to tutor students at 
nearby Norton High School. 

“I remember working with kids who were 
really struggling,” she says. “And then there 
would be that moment—that ‘aha,’ where 
they’d suddenly get it.”

Vigneux felt she was directly impacting the 
students, helping them on a tangible, indi-
vidual level. Parents of Norton High students 
began to seek her out to tutor their kids.

“I loved the excitement of politics,” she 
says. “But I had found my calling.”

She decided to get her master’s de-
gree from the Lynch School of Education 
at Boston College, where she received a 
Paresky Fellowship.

From there, it’s been a whirlwind: she 
taught social studies in Belchertown,  Mass. 
Four years later, she was promoted to as-
sistant principal. Then, at only 28 years old, 
she was named principal of Belchertown 
High School. She was one of the youngest 
high school principals in Massachusetts. But 

she jumped into the challenge headfirst—
and she’s been there ever since.

She loves shaping the education students 
receive, and she credits her professors at  
Wheaton for being role models in how to 
treat students. 

Education is a family affair in the Vigneux 
home. Her husband is an English teacher at 

Belchertown High, where, fortunately, he 
has a good relationship with his boss.  

In May, Vigneux attended the reception for 
fellows at Susan and Joseph Paresky’s home.

“I am grateful to both of them, for what 
they’ve allowed me to do in my career,” she 
says. “I hope I’ve made them proud.” Q
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Smiling, singing, hugging, learning, 
posing, parading, playing, planting, 
reconnecting, remembering, relaxing—
what a great Reunion weekend!
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Way with words leads to governor’s office
As a student at Wheaton, Olympia Sonnier ’10 began 
her senior thesis with a quotation from Mario Cuomo, 
“You campaign in poetry. You govern in prose.” Little 
did she know at the time how those words would come 
into play in her work life after college.

Now, as the deputy press secretary for 
Mario Cuomo’s son, New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo, Sonnier helps make the 
“prose” of government understandable for 
the everyday New Yorker. And she is getting 
noticed for it: City and State in June named 
her one of the “40 under 40” Rising Stars of 
New York Politics. 

Sonnier has a wide range of responsibili-
ties, including drafting press releases and 
speeches, responding to media inquiries, 
traveling across the state with the governor 
and his staff, and organizing events. She also 
helps coordinate the rollout for high-priority 
initiatives. During the last two and a half 
years, Sonnier has helped produce events 
such as all three of the governor’s state-
of-the-state addresses, executive budget 
presentations, and economic development 
conferences. 

She describes her job as making 
“all the legal jargon into some-
thing that any New Yorker can 
understand.” 

Because the governor’s of-
fice is involved in almost ev-
ery aspect of public policy, 
this means Sonnier has 
learned about everything 
from fishing licenses 
to the intricacies of 
the complicated 
state budget-
ing process. 
To make these 
dry topics 
understandable 
and interesting, 
she tries to put 
a human face 
on them. For 
example, when 

Governor Cuomo proposed expanding 
the state’s DNA database in 2012, Sonnier 
coordinated more than 20 events with survi-
vors and family members of victims, whose 
deaths may have been prevented if there 
had been a more comprehensive database. 

A political science major and former 
editor-in-chief of the Wheaton Wire, Sonnier 
credits two of her professors for inspiring her 
to pursue a career in politics. 

Professor David Powell, who taught 
Sonnier’s first class at Wheaton, “Post-Soviet 
Politics,” was her mentor and helped her 
present at Harvard university’s colloquium 
on Russian and Eurasian studies. 

Sonnier credits Powell with helping to 
improve her writing and, more importantly, 
“showing me that a sense of humor is abso-
lutely necessary in politics.” 

Sonnier’s advisor, Professor Jay 
Goodman, suggested she work on 

political campaigns. As she recalls 
it, “He said, ‘You’re cut out for 

political campaigns. No sleep, 
bad hotels, bad food, unpre-
dictable schedules and tons 
of adrenaline.’”  

So, after graduating from 
Wheaton, she worked for 
Andrew Cuomo’s campaign 

in the communications 
office before landing 
her current position. 

Although her 
job can be chal-
lenging at times, 
she still enjoys 
the fast-paced 
schedule and 
wide variety 
of tasks. “The 
great thing 

about working in the press office is that no 
two days are the same,” she says.

“The only thing that remains constant is 
that I work long hours and I always have two 
BlackBerries with me.” 

She doesn’t spend all her time stuck at her 
desk. One of her favorite parts of the job is 
that she gets to travel all over the state. She 
has now seen all 62 of New York’s coun-
ties multiple times and discovered beautiful 
parts of the state she had never been to, 
even though she grew up in New York City. 
She also has been involved in helping with 
rebuilding efforts after three major hurri-
canes and storms (Irene, Tropical Storm Lee, 
and Sandy) battered New York during the 
past two years. 

In the wake of the hurricanes, she helped 
coordinate the state’s communications 
during the response and recovery efforts. 
Though the devastation was immense, the 
hurricanes also allowed her to witness the 
best of her fellow New Yorkers. 

“When the damage was upstate, New 
Yorkers came from downstate to help clean 
up and rebuild towns in the Catskills. And 
last fall, during Sandy, I met people who 
came from Buffalo and Albany to help un-
load food trucks and blankets to those who 
were hit hardest. It made me very proud to 
be a New Yorker.” Q

—Brian Jencunas ’14 
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Olympia Sonnier ’10, who organizes press 
conferences for Governor Andrew Cuomo, looks on 
while he talks to the media after giving a speech at a 
legislative caucus in Albany, N.Y., in February 2013. 



Alumnae/i Board candidates
After extensive research, the nominating committee has selected the following candidates for the Alumnae/i Association 
Board of Directors. Elections were held on October 19.

AMY DUMONT ’09
 » Student alumnae/i activities 

co-chair
 » Leadership giving officer, 

Northeastern University, Boston

INVOLVEMENT: Wheaton 
College Young Alumnae/i of 
Boston member, 2011–12; Flash Seminar volunteer, 
2012; student representative to the Board of 
Trustees, 2009 
CONNECTION: “I am so appreciative of all of the 
opportunities I was able to take advantage of as a 
student, and I feel that it’s just as important to stay 
part of the Wheaton community as an alum.”  
GOAL: “Since graduating, I have volunteered in 
many ways for Wheaton, and I am now looking 
forward to my term on the board so I can continue 
to work to increase engagement among my peer 
network of young alumnae/i.”
SURPRISE: “I also volunteer and serve on the 
young professionals board for Jumpstart, an early 
education organization that helps children develop 
literacy skills.”

SALLY WILLIS BANCROFT ’66 
 » National Wheaton Fund 

co-chair
 » Retired from nonprofit 

management, specifically with 
the Portland, Maine, affiliate of 
Habitat for Humanity 

INVOLVEMENT: Class president, 1966–2016; 
Alumnae/i Board secretary, 2007–11
CONNECTION: “Initially, I think it was by default. As 
senior class president, I was in that role for the first 
five years after graduation; then it was five more 
years. Today, I am still class president. However, 
during one of those five-year stints, I helped get a 
class newsletter started. It was during that time 
that I really began to appreciate the value of staying 
connected to our classmates.” 
GOAL: “Returning to the Alumnae/i Board will 
allow me to continue building on the work that 
already has been done to connect alums with 
the many opportunities to volunteer on and off 
campus, to interact with and be role models for the 
undergraduates, and to deepen the commitment to 
philanthropy.”
SURPRISE: “My roommate, Sue Mettey McLellan, 
used to call me the seven-ring circus because of the 
various odd circumstances that landed me in the 
infirmary. One of those was the infamous diving into 
a huge pile of leaves facing us as we left a seminar 
in Mary Lyon. Unfortunately, the pavement came up 
a lot faster than expected, leaving me with a few 
cracked ribs and a trip to the emergency room and 
then the infirmary for a few days of R&R.”

EMILY FIRMENT ’11
 » Student alumnae/i activities 

co-chair
 » Staff assistant, University 

Development Office, Harvard 
University

INVOLVEMENT: Wheaton 
College Young Alumnae/i of Boston member, 
2012–13; student-alumnae/i athletic reception 
volunteer, 2012; Student Government Association 
president, 2011
CONNECTION: “I am a drastically different person 
today than I was when I walked onto campus 
in January 2008. I attribute that change to the 
professors, administrators and peers I met, and I 
want to give back to a school that gave so much to 
me.”
GOAL: “As a young alum who is still connected 
with many current students on campus, I want to 
help strengthen the relationship between current 
students and alumnae/i. I hope to find a way to 
engage students with the board prior to their senior 
year.” 
SURPRISE: “Growing up, I loved watching the 
movie musical ‘Newsies.’ It is still a favorite. My 
sister and I could both sing the entire movie and 
would switch who sang which parts. I even wrote a 
paper about the historical accuracy of the movie in 
high school.” 

MELISSA GROVE ’07
 » Director of outreach, affinity 

groups
 » Assistant director of student 

activities and leadership, Babson 
College, Wellesley, Mass.

INVOLVEMENT: Class 
president, 2010–17; co-vice president, 2010; Filene 
center volunteer, 2011–13
CONNECTION: “The faculty, staff, alumnae/i and 
many others affiliated with Wheaton gave so much 
of their time and effort to help make my four years 
engaging and enriching. It is important to me to do 
the same for current and future students whenever 
possible so they can enjoy their time and then give 
back after they graduate.” 
GOAL: “I believe that there are a lot of talented 
alumnae/i who loved their time at Wheaton and 
want to give back, but may not be sure how they 
can use their passions and talents to benefit 
the students or the college. I’m hoping that by 
connecting alumnae/i through the affinity groups 
they loved while at Wheaton that we can make 
strong ties between current students and alumnae/i 
who share many of the same passions and goals.”  
SURPRISE: “I want to go to a game in every Major 
League Baseball stadium in the country (I’ve been 
to four of 30 so far).”

AMANDA GRAY IDEMA ’97
 » Alumnae/i Trustee
 » Director of advising and 

academic services, Michigan 
State University College of 
Engineering

INVOLVEMENT: Class notes 
secretary, 2013–17: Wheaton Fund chair, 2003–12; 
Alumnae/i and Parent Admission Committee 
member, 1999–2013
CONNECTION: “I stayed connected to Wheaton 
because of my love for the campus, the people, 
and the learning that takes place here. Someone’s 
giving (whether it was their time, their ideas or their 
money) made it possible for me to attend Wheaton, 
and I want to do the same for others.”
GOAL: “Serving the board will allow me to connect 
to alumnae/i from all the class years. I look forward 
to being more involved in the big-picture strategic 
planning, and bringing my knowledge of higher 
education to the group. One of my goals is to 
explore how we might better connect alumnae/i, 
who are spread out in various parts of the country.”
SURPRISE: “In November 2011, I traveled to San 
Diego, courtesy of the U.S. Navy. I got a ride on 
a submarine, toured a couple of Navy bases, and 
attended the MSU/North Carolina basketball game 
(the Carrier Classic), which was played on the 
deck of the USS Carl Vinson aircraft carrier. I was 
sitting not too far away from President and Mrs. 
Obama! Unfortunately, MSU lost the game, but the 
experience was unforgettable.”

DEIRDRE BRIGGS PHILLIPS ’78
 » Vice president of strategic 

planning and governance
 » Executive director, Autism 

Consortium, Harvard Medical 
School

INVOLVEMENT: Global 
Advisory Committee, 2004–07, National Campaign 
Area Committee member, 1984–85
CONNECTION: “I have been to a few Reunions, 
stayed in touch with a number of longtime Wheaton 
friends, and gotten to know some terrific fellow 
alums who are doing great work in Boston.”
GOAL: “I’ve served on a number of nonprofit boards 
and learned a lot along the way. I’m looking forward to 
using these skills to help Wheaton and the Alumnae/i 
Board. I also know a couple of Wheaton trustees from 
other parts of my life and look forward to working with 
them, and getting to know all the trustees.” 
SURPRISE: “I’m quite good at arranging flowers, 
re-arranging furniture, and organizing just about 
anything. As such, I have a secret wish to work in 
a flower shop or a hardware store, and lately, even 
the Container Store has a certain appeal.” Q
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Guidelines
Upcoming Deadlines

Spring 2014:  Jan. 6, 2014 
Summer 2014:  March 10, 2014
Fall 2014:  June 23, 2014
Winter 2015:  Sept. 29, 2014

These deadlines apply to class 
secretaries and their columns. 
Submissions from classmates should 
be made directly to class secretaries 
before these deadlines. 

We cannot guarantee the 
publication of class notes received 
after the deadline as production 
schedules and resources require 
strict deadline compliance.

Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints 
(made from a negative) or digital 
photos can be submitted to the 
Quarterly for publication. 

Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be 
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6 
inches or larger and 300 dpi. 
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG 
and email it as an attachment to 
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.

How to Submit Class Notes

Email: Email your notes to  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. 
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)

By fax: (508) 286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still 
welcome at our door. You may mail 
columns or your news to:

Class Notes 
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College 
Norton, MA 02766 

Questions? 
We are here to help tackle any 
questions, concerns or problems that 
come up as you work on your class 
notes. 

News about members of classes that 
are not listed or do not have a class 
secretary may be submitted to the 
Wheaton Quarterly, preferably by email.

CLASS NOTES

Stay connected to the latest 
Wheaton news
Join us on 

  Facebook.com/WheatonCollege 

and follow us on Twitter  

 @wheaton
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On the cutting 
edge of tissue 
engineering
As a professor in the biology 
department at the university of 
Massachusetts in Dartmouth, 
Tracie Payne Ferreira ’90 has her 
dream job. Not only does her work 
help to advance healing medical 
technology, but she also engages 
students with her passion for 
hands-on teaching. 

Ferreira’s lab researches tissue 
engineering. “Basically, we want to be able to 
take cells and grow new organs to help peo-
ple, since transplants are hard to come by,” 
she says. “Skin is also a tissue we can grow 
using cell therapies that can help people heal 
faster and recover from chronic wounds that 
won’t heal. We already can synthesize carti-
lage, so once we get it figured out in the lab 
we can get it into trials for patient use.”  

She adds, “A big challenge in tissue engi-
neering is this: while you are creating a spe-
cific tissue, what do you grow stem cells on? 
You need something called a scaffold to hold 
them in place, but at the same time as the cells 
grow into tissue, the scaffold should dissolve 
so you don’t have a strange material left in the 
middle of the new tissue.”

Recently, the professor traveled to Northern 
Ireland with an undergraduate student to de-
velop these scaffolds as a collaborative project 
with the Nanotechnology and Integrated 
BioEngineering Centre at the university of 
ulster. The team is testing these scaffolds in 
zebrafish, which is an efficient new approach 
because the fish are less expensive and have 
transparent bodies, “so you can see what is 
happening in real time.” 

Ferreira, who majored in biology at 
Wheaton, received her Ph.D. in microbiology 
at Georgetown university. Originally intend-
ing to go to medical school, she found that she 
has a passion for teaching as well as biological 
research. After completing her degree, she 
spent a year at a postdoctoral internship at the 
university of Illinois at urbana-Champaign, 
and then came back to Massachusetts to work 
as a research scientist at the Forsyth Institute, 
a biomedical research institute in Boston dedi-
cated to oral health. 

Set on teaching, she supplemented her 
laboratory work by teaching at Northeastern 
university’s Dental Hygiene Program. From 
there, she was able to get a visiting lecturer 
position at Tufts university teaching molecu-
lar biology, and joined the biology depart-
ment at the university of Massachusetts-
Dartmouth in the fall of 2005. In 2011, she 
transitioned to the school’s new bioengineer-
ing program. 

Although her field is vitally important for 
medical advancement, Ferreira feels that her 
role as a teacher has just as great an impact. 
“I love helping a student to feel that they are 
important and that they matter, and that I 
will do everything I can to get them to where 
they want to be in the future. I always tell 
my students that I do my research not to win 
a Nobel Prize, but to give them a chance to 
learn from my research lab. And who knows, 
maybe they will win a Nobel Prize someday.”

The professor has advice for students inter-
ested in biological research: “Get into a real 
lab and get relevant experience. understand 
that you need to be trained to think criti-
cally and problem solve. Those skills will be 
applicable to any field of research. After all, 
I earned a Ph.D. in microbiology by studying 
the fungi yeast, and now I use zebrafish and 
look at wound healing and tissue regenera-
tion.”

“Wheaton gave me this strong foundation,” 
she says. “You want to be sure you go to an 
undergraduate school that has quality faculty, 
a rigorous curriculum, and—if you want to 
go into science—a place with faculty that 
are researching actively, so you can get real 
hands-on experience.”

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14 



Legal briefs and swim trunks
The word lawyer, for some, can bring to 
mind images of someone in a dark suit 
toiling over stacks of legal briefs in a 
wood-paneled office. For Brian Spielman 
’06, however, the legal profession has 
taken him to one of the most beautiful 
places in the world—the sun-drenched 
Republic of Palau, an island located in the 
western Pacific Ocean.

Last September, on the recommendation 
of his wife’s friend, he accepted a job as 
court counsel for Palau’s Supreme Court, 
and now he gets to practice law amid sandy 
beaches, hundreds of tiny islands, and the 
best scuba-diving spots in the world.

Spielman describes his role as “part judi-
cial clerk and part in-house counsel. Like a 
judicial clerk, I draft proposed opinions to 
resolve trial and appellate motions. Like an 
in-house counsel, I advise the court on a 
wide range of legal questions, including the 
creation and administration of court rules 
and procedures.”

Adjusting to his new job has been 
relatively easy, since Palau’s legal system is 
modeled after American federal courts, and 
the Rules of Procedure in Palauan courts are 
nearly identical to their American counter-
parts. Despite the similarities, however, there 
are also major differences between Palauan 
and American jurisprudence. Since Palau is 
a much smaller nation, with only 21,000 citi-
zens, they have only three major courts, and 
the Supreme Court serves a dual role, con-
ducting important trials and being the court 
of appeals. Also, the Palauan Constitution 
gives equal weight to unwritten cultural tradi-
tions as it does to written statutes.

As he explains, “In essence, the courts rec-
ognize that practices that have been followed 
for centuries may, under certain circumstanc-
es, have the same force as law.”

A political science major at Wheaton, he 
credits Wheaton for developing some of the 
skills he uses as a lawyer.

“I am often called upon to think quickly 

and then write or speak clearly,” he said. 
“These are skills I developed in Wheaton’s 
small classes, in which writing and oral ad-
vocacy were required on a regular basis.”

Additionally, he credits Professor Jay 
Goodman’s “American Political Systems” 
course for preparing him for law school, 
since the format of the class is very similar to 
a law school class.

—Brian Jencunas ’14

This year, 1,275 alums made time to volunteer 
for Wheaton College. And they are making a 
difference. we need you.

Strength in numbers

 2013 marked the greatest increase in first-time 
volunteers for Wheaton. 

 500 alums and guests attended Reunion this year.

 74 percent of alums have contributed in some way to 
Go Beyond: Campaign for Wheaton.

 Each person makes a meaningful and lasting impact 
on students. We need you. Whether you live in Boston 
or London, San Francisco or Tokyo, an hour (or more) 
of your time is valuable.

 Please consider volunteering for Wheaton.

Join us by calling the Office of Alumnae/i Relations at 508-286-8207 or email us at alumnaei@wheatoncollege.edu. 
This message brought to you by your friendly Alumnae/i Association Board of Directors—your alumnae/i voice at Wheaton. 
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Lovina Tata ’12 headed to Ukraine as Fulbright Scholar
ukraine declared its independence from the 
former Soviet union in 1991, but has since 
struggled with issues of national identity 
due to the diverse cultural, linguistic and 
religious backgrounds of its population.

Lovina Tata ’12, a Russian studies major 
who has been fascinated with ukraine, will 
get a chance to take a closer look at this 
struggle as a Fulbright Scholar there.

Her interest in ukraine began during 
her senior year at Wheaton when she took 
Professor of Russian Studies Jeanne Wilson’s 
course “National Identity in the Post-Soviet 
Space.” It inspired her to choose ukraine for 
her Fulbright research proposal.

The Boston resident plans to conduct 
research focusing on the controversy sur-
rounding ukraine’s language policy, and the 
attitudes of the ethnic Russian community 
toward the question of ukrainian identity.

“ukraine is an ethnically diverse state that 
struggles to integrate the Russian commu-

nity into its society. I envision my project 
as a means to gain a better understanding 
of ukraine’s attempt to construct a national 
identity,” said Tata. “This has implications not 
just for ukraine, but also for ongoing efforts 
globally to integrate peoples and cultures.”

According to the 2001 ukrainian Census, 
the nation has nearly 130 ethnic groups. Tata 
pointed out in her Fulbright proposal that the 
largest minority, Russians, currently consti-
tute approximately 17 percent of the popula-
tion. The divide between western ukraine, 
which is overwhelmingly composed of eth-
nic ukrainians, and the eastern and southern 
regions, which have a significant proportion 
of ethnic Russians, has been a chronic source 
of political contention during the past two 
decades. Recently, a bill was passed that 
gives the Russian language official status in 
schools, universities and state institutions in 
almost half of ukraine’s region. Even though 
the language bill was signed into law, there 

has been considerable opposition.
“What I hope to gain from my Fulbright 

experience is a better understanding of 
ukraine’s attempt to construct a national iden-
tity. These issues are very compelling because 
they encapsulate so many different significant 
themes that are of importance to political 
and social life of any state,” said Tata. “These 
include questions of identity and the relation-
ship between language and ethnicity.”

Taking a multicultural approach to therapy
“There are so many things that we as hu-
mans overlook, such as having communica-
tion skills and the ability to express different 
emotions,” says Marguerite Pierre ’11. “I 
have realized that many people need ad-
ditional support for the attainment of these 
‘simple’ skills.”

Pierre, who works as an in-home therapist 
for the Multicultural Wellness Center in 
Worcester, Mass., works with families to 
help them develop the skills they need to be 
happy and healthy.

At the Multicultural Wellness Center, 
where she has worked since May 2012, 
therapists place an important emphasis on a 
family’s cultural background.

“It is critically important to be under-
standing of the cultures of the people I am 
serving,” she says. “There are many thera-
peutic approaches that aren’t appropriate for 
clients of certain cultural backgrounds. For 
example, I have families in which verbal-
izing emotions isn’t a part of their culture. 
As a counselor, I have to accommodate and 
respect the values of my clients.”

Pierre also strives to make therapy a fun 
experience for families, and encourages cli-

ents to set their own goals. She says, “What 
I love about my job is that I am able to help 
people find more meaningful and fulfill-
ing lives. It’s profoundly gratifying to help 
people shift from their restrictions—whether 
from circumstantial events or mental 
disorders— to leading an optimal life. It’s 
almost like watching a caterpillar become a 
butterfly or a flower unfold.”

The psychology major knows from 
her own experience how challenging a 
transformation can be. In her early years 
at Wheaton, shyness often kept her from 
speaking up in class.

She recalls, “The best part of Wheaton is 
that you are not just a number; professors 
know you by name, know your weaknesses 
and strengths. When I verbalized my fear of 
public speaking to my professors, not only 
did they make time for me to discuss my 
fear, but they helped me overcome it.” 

Currently earning her graduate degree 
in mental health counseling at Assumption 
College, Pierre still found the time in her busy 
schedule to return to Wheaton as a speaker 
for the Sophomore Symposium in 2012.

“Not only did I enjoy sharing my own 

experience, but I felt like I was helping the 
students become knowledgeable about the 
different resources offered at Wheaton.”

For example, she gained valuable experi-
ence at Wheaton’s Elisabeth Amen Nursery 
School as a research assistant, and through 
study abroad and internships that she 
found with the help of the Filene Center for 
Academic Advising and Career Services. 

“Speaking at Sophomore Symposium was 
a rewarding experience because Wheaton 
has paved the way for my successes,” she 
says. “This felt like my way of giving back.”

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14
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Commencement 2013 by 
the numbers

THAILAND
MARYLAND

JAPAN
HAWAII
GREECE

GERMANY
ECUADOR

COLORADO
CANADA
BHUTAN
OREGON

MINNESOTA
FLORIDA

TEXAS
NEW JERSEY

FRANCE
PENNSYLVANIA

VERMONT
CHINA

CALIFORNIA
RHODE ISLAND

NEW HAMPSHIRE
MAINE

CONNECTICUT
NEW YORK

MASSACHUSETTS

 123 Massachusetts
 28 States
 22 Foreign countries

Where they came from

One each
Only one graduate each calls these 
states or countries their home.

UNITED STATES:
Arizona, Georgia, Indiana, Michigan, 
North Carolina, Ohio, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Virginia, Washington 
and Wisconsin.

OTHER COUNTRIES:
Australia, Belgium, Cambodia, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, Hong 
Kong, Jamaica, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands, and 
the United Kingdom.

2

3

5

6
7
8

11
14

20
18

23
36

42

4

Top 10 Majors
Major Graduates

Psychology 64

Economics 38

English 31

Political science 28

International relations 23

History 20

Anthropology 18

Biology 18

Art (studio) 15

Mathematics 14

2 songs
3 honorary degrees
7 national honors and awards
17 honors in the field of concentration
18th of May
20 pages (program)
44 Phi Beta Kappa
81 prizes and awards
178th Commencement

By the numbers
Here is a 
snapshot of the 
Class of 2013 
using only the 
Commencement 
program as the 
data source.

372 graduates

8 summa cum laude

28 early graduates
 9 in October
 19 in February

55 cum laude

56 magna cum laude

Commencement 2013

Majors
39 different majors
438 total majors earned 
(includes double majors 
and a triple major)

END PAGE

Sources: Registar’s Office, President’s Office 
and Communications Office

DAVID LAFERRIERE



Learn how you can give for the future right now. 
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or 
online at wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. 
My way.

Lorna Brookes Russell ’64
Organist at St. Francis by the Sea Episcopal Church (Maine); retired French teacher 

President of The Sandy Point Water Company (Maine), an investor-owned utility 

Married for 49 years to Carlton Russell, Wheaton professor 
of music and college organist emeritus

“Wheaton changed my life. The challenging academics, the caring faculty, and the 
opportunities for leadership and creative endeavors shaped the person I became. 
When people wonder how a retired French teacher and church organist with a liberal 
arts degree can be running a small water company, I simply tell them it’s my Wheaton 
education at work. I could not have attended Wheaton without substantial scholarship 
aid, and my deep gratitude for that has meant loyal support of the Wheaton Fund. The 
college has always been in our will, but we also wanted to do something special for my 
upcoming 50th Reunion. Endowing a scholarship seemed at first an impossible stretch 
for two retired educators, but the Gift Planning staff worked with us to set it up in a way 
that we could afford, turning around deferred retirement income to our benefit tax-wise, 
and to the benefit of future scholarship students. During my 45 years on the Wheaton 
campus, as student and faculty wife, I watched the college change, and, yet, in its 
essence and mission, remain the same. Carlton and I honor that ‘holding fast to what is 
good’ with our support.”
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http://wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning


Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Support Wheaton

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 www.wheatoncollege.edu

Open doors to 
the future
Elena Wong ’07 
West Coast regional admission counselor, Drew University

Class of 2007 Wheaton Fund chair

Wheaton Fund supporter

Enjoys standing at threshold:
“I feel privileged each day I get to work with 
students and their families because, for 

most, choosing a college is one of the biggest 
decisions a young adult faces. Mentoring students 
and parents makes me feel like I’m making a 
positive impact in their lives. I helped in the 
Admission Office during my four years at 
Wheaton. Once I graduated, I was lucky enough 
to get a job there. I had incredible mentors, had 
the opportunity to travel, and loved bringing in 
the new generations of students.”

Knows preparation is key:
“I was a sociology major and loved 

working with my professors and doing research.  
Analyzing data, interviewing and understanding 
cultural backgrounds allows me to connect with 
the students and families on a deeper level.”

Welcomes opportunity to help:
“Working at Wheaton allowed me to 

fully comprehend the admission and financial aid 
processes. I support the Wheaton Fund because I 
want to allow more students to experience the personalized 
education and the Wheaton way of life.”
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