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BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

The year-round campus
It never fails: When someone asks me where I work
and I say that I work at a college, I usually get the
same response, “Oh, you’re so lucky. You’re off in
the summer, right?”

Yes, the majority of students
leave campus to indulge in
restful summer activities, to
expand their knowledge and
experience through internships, or to work summer jobs.
Their absence en masse makes
it seem quiet as you walk the
campus. But within each building there are always staff members, administrators, faculty
and students carrying on the
business of running the college,
preparing for the new upcoming semester,
or working on research projects.
This summer, however, the entire campus
was alive with sound and activity—from
June to August, from the Dimple to Haas
Athletic Center. A wide range of events and
programs, including several new ones aimed
at expanding the reach of the college, drew
hundreds of students to Wheaton.
Some of our current students returned
to campus to take courses for credit during
our Summer Session. High school students
participated in our new Discover@Wheaton,
a credit-earning, pre-college experience to
explore what it would be like to be enrolled
here. Many elementary and middle school
students took part in the second year of Explo,
which offers youths the opportunity to explore
everything from chemistry to moviemaking.
And artsy adults attended the International
Herb Symposium hosted by Wheaton, giving
the campus a really cool vibe punctuated by
the scent of incense wafting about.

KEITH NORDSTROM PHOTOS

So not true, I always say—especially at Wheaton
College, especially this summer.

Geology professor Geoffrey Collins and students
(above) work to understand the habitability of icy
extraterrestrial worlds, a summer research project
funded by NASA; a Summer Session student examines
a skull in the “Human Anatomy” course; and girls
have fun at the Hoop Mountain basketball camp.

Our cover story, written by Becca
Manning and photographed by Keith
Nordstrom, captures the essence of what
truly has become a year-round campus,
where there is never a break from the opportunity to learn. And what a great way to
introduce potential students to the campus
and bring other adults in to take part in the
Wheaton experience that is easier to see and
feel than it is to describe.
It is exactly that Wheaton experience
that also keeps our alums coming back
to campus to inspire the next generation
during events like the annual Sophomore
Symposium. Laura Pedulli writes about several of those alums, who returned last winter
to share with students how their majors have

taken them in wonderfully surprising directions, in the story “An unexpected journey.”
Laura also wrote a profile of Joshua
Nordberg ’00, who has some funny stories to
share about his time at Wheaton, and how his
adventures here led him to his love of science
and the important work he is doing in helping
to diagnose cancer and other diseases. Q

The Quarterly welcomes letters to the editor on topics you’ve read in these pages or
on other topics concerning the Wheaton community.
Email us: quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
Or send letters to: Sandy Coleman, editor, Wheaton Quarterly, Wheaton College, 26 E. Main St., Norton, MA 02766
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@PRESIDENTHANNO

BY DENNIS HANNO, PRESIDENT

I took a look at my social media accounts
particularly important to me. Throughout my
during a break between meetings earlier this career, I have consistently focused on the
summer and found a flood of posts from
importance of giving back to our communipeople congratulating me on completing my ties and to the world as a whole. I strongly
first year at Wheaton.
believe that by working together to give
The encouragement was great. To be
back, we strengthen the college as well as
honest, the attention on my one-year anthe communities in which we work. Plus,
niversary surprised me, because I hadn’t
working together gives us a shared purpose
noticed the approach of that particular
and can be a lot of fun.
milestone. I’ve been too busy enjoying the
In July, I joined incoming students, current
past 12 months—really getting to know the
students, their parents and graduates voluncollege, the inspiring people who are part
teering at the San Francisco Food Bank on
of Wheaton, and the incredible accomplisha Saturday morning. The next day, I met up
ments of our community.
with another Wheaton group helping out at
One thing the past year has reinforced
the first one-day “Back 2 School” shopping
for me: Wheaton has what the world wants.
event for children in need in Los Angeles.
When experts weigh in on what matters, such In both locations, we worked, and we had a
the solar system, investigating the mercury
as the Gallup poll on college experiences that great time, getting to know each other better contamination of waterways, and exploring
lead to fulfilling lives, they describe what we
and contributing some energy to creating
new methods of testing for water pollution.
I could cite so many more examples on
offer. Rigorous academics, faculty and staff
stronger communities.
campus and from among our extended
who get to know students well and support
Service is one of the more obvious ways
community of Wheaton alumnae and
them, a focus on providing experiential eduin which Wheaton is changing the world,
alumni. Consider the many businesses that
cation, such as internships and research—that but the college’s impact in creating change
exist and thrive because of the insight,
is what we do exceptionally well.
goes far beyond that. In fact, it starts right
energy and creativity of the college’s
Other colleges know of our reputation
here on campus with faculty and students
graduates—from the cutting-edge bakery
for excellence. From the balanced curworking together on research and scholarDancing Deer founded by Trish Karter
riculum project of the early 1980s to the
ship. Examples abound: the study of the
’77 and the online fashion marketplace
Connections Curriculum launched in 2000,
ways in which public art reflects changing
the college’s educational programs are
societal views of history, theater productions launched by Sam Sisakhti ’05 to Beth Ann
Caspersen ’96, who works for the fairpioneering and ahead of the curve. More re- that spark conversation about critical issues,
cently, our makerspace, the WHALE lab, has developing standards for using computers to trade coffee company Equal Exchange,
inspired great interest beyond the campus.
analyze historical financial records, studying and honorary degree recipient and former
trustee Virginia Weil ’65, who has worked
The Hearst Foundations awarded Wheaton
the geological processes of other planets in
to promote international under$100,000 to create a large, open
standing between government
workspace in the Science Center
and business leaders.
that will quadruple our existing
When you step back and take
makerspace and create room
a look, the college’s record for
to house state-of-the-art equipgenerating change is amazing.
ment, including a laser cutter,
It’s something Wheaton has done
a computer numerical control
well for a very long time, and
(CNC) mill, a programmable loom
it continues to be an essential
and additional 3D printers. The
part of the college’s mission. The
Sherman Fairchild Foundation
world clearly needs and wants
granted the college $500,000 to
what we do.
expand the model across campus,
As the new academic year
and other liberal arts colleges are
begins, I’m looking forward to
starting to open their own centers
seeing and being involved in
to facilitate student creativity.
contributing to the many ways
The most compelling thing,
that the Wheaton community will
however, is the many ways in
which Wheaton people contribute Wheaton students, parents, alums, staff and President Hanno helped out during change the world for the better in
the years ahead. Q
to creating a better world. This is
the National Council of Jewish Women Back 2 School event in Los Angeles.

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Nicki Pardo

Congrats, Class of 2015!
The New England forecast threatened rain (again),
but the sun came through for the 371 members
of the Class of 2015 during Wheaton’s 180th
Commencement on Saturday, May 16.

Steven Hawley

David Wagner

4 WHEATON QUARTERLY

Virginia Weil ’65, P’98

KEITH NORDSTROM

President Dennis M. Hanno and SGA president John
Paul Carando

Nicki Pardo

KEITH NORDSTROM

ery field—from English and German to
chemistry and economics. Your abilities
have been recognized in numerous ways,
from invitations to present your work at
academic conferences across the country
and some of the nation’s most prestigious
scholarships, to outstanding job opportunities and admission to the top graduate
schools in the U.S. and abroad. You have

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

“Boy, do you deserve this day,” President
Dennis M. Hanno told them, officiating his
first Wheaton Commencement as president.
“Four years of the weather from hell you
have endured and a weather forecast that
said it was going to rain on your parade, and
this is what we get. You deserve it.”
“You have achieved a great deal,” he
continued. “You are scholars in ev-

Lisa Szarkowski ’90

learned about other cultures through study
and travel around the globe. You have
contributed to education and arts programs
in communities across the U.S. and around
the world, running youth programs, tutoring beginning readers, teaching English
and helping high school students prepare
for college. And it is with gratitude that I
note how your leadership and energy have
enhanced our campus. …Bravo.”
As the graduates prepared to head out
into the real world, Lisa Szarkowski ’90, vice
president of humanitarian emergencies and
executive communications for the U.S. Fund
for UNICEF, offered them words of wisdom.
WheatonCollege
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Fist bumps, tender moments, smiles of joy
and congratulations for jobs well done ruled
Commencement day. More photos and video at
wheatoncollege.edu/commencement/

Hold onto your empathy for the plight of
others and never believe anyone who says
you can’t change the world, the keynote
speaker urged.
“The world will present you with plenty
of occasions to be offended, wounded,
outraged, defeated and exhausted. When
we lose empathy, we become less human.
We detach from other people. We start to
think selfishly and often shortsightedly,”

said Szarkowski.
“This applies to your personal relationships, your community and the world. We
must keep our hearts and minds open. And
I’m the first to admit this is scary and painful
at times. But the upside is that you will have a
fully human experience. You will understand
that you are part of a larger human family that
is far more alike than it is different.”
Szarkowski knows this firsthand. For more
than a decade, she has led the U.S. Fund for
UNICEF’s coordinated emergency team responses for major disasters, including the 2004
tsunami in South Asia, the 2006 earthquake
in Pakistan and the 2010 earthquake in Haiti,
and the 2012 famine in the Horn of Africa.
During the Commencement ceremony,

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

she received an honorary degree, as did
three other individuals: Steven Hawley, a
former NASA astronaut who flew on five
U.S. Space Shuttle flights; David Wagner,
an investment and business expert with
deep experience in managing the finances
of institutions of higher education; and
Virginia Weil ’65 P’98, who retired as
senior managing director of the Business
Council for International Understanding, a
nonprofit association that briefs U.S. and
foreign ambassadors and diplomats, and
supports American business in their international operations.
More than 400 alums were on campus
to participate in Commencement Reunion
Weekend, from 30 states and a number of
countries, including Brazil, Canada, France
and Germany. Special shoutouts from
Hanno went to Elizabeth “Bettye” Noyes
’40, who was celebrating her 75th Reunion;
and to Eleanor “Binky” Sullivan Finigan
(who passed way on July 24), Suzanne “Sue”
Weese Frank, Helen “Mittie” Mittlacher
Erickson and Nancy “Woody” Woodruff
Wheeler, members of the Class of 1945
celebrating their 70th Reunion. Q
—Sandy Coleman
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Flurry of Fulbrights

It was another busy spring for Wheaton students and graduates winning Fulbrights, with
eight seniors and three recent graduates receiving awards to teach or conduct research
abroad. In addition, Wheaton students won a Projects for Peace grant, a Beinecke
Scholarship and two Watson Fellowships. Here’s a look at the Fulbright winners:
Clancy Connolly ’15

about the Fulbright, I knew that I wanted it.”
Gilman is interested in a career advocating on behalf of women, children and
families around the world.
“As a triple major, I truly view my majors
as a cohesive unit … a powerful platform
that will allow me to work internationally on
the issues that I care most about,” she said.

Hometown: Scarborough, Maine
Major: Anthropology
Award: Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship

Leslie Gould ’15
Hometown: Ashburnham, Mass.
Majors: Hispanic studies and psychology

KEITH NORDSTROM PHOTOS

For Clancy Connolly, learning a language
is about more than picking up words and
inflections—it’s about cultural immersion
and exchange. She will experience all of that
while teaching English in Macau.
Connolly was drawn to Macau, one of
two Special Administrative Regions of the
People’s Republic of China, because of its
unique background as a former Portuguese
colony, and the opportunity to learn
Cantonese. She also has studied Spanish for
six years and Mandarin Chinese for two.
She plans to pursue a master’s degree
in Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages and a career working with international students or immigrant populations.

Kremnica that fit perfectly with my aim to be
a medievalist,” he wrote in his application.
The Fulbright also allows Gerkin to further
pursue his passion for study, teaching and
travel. While at Wheaton, he spent a summer teaching English for a nonprofit in Peru,
and studied English and religion at Trinity
College in Ireland.

Courtney Gilman ’15
Hometown: Mount Vernon, Maine
Majors: German, international relations, and
women’s and gender studies
Award: Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship

Jonathan Gerkin ’15
Hometown: Stamford, Conn.
Majors: English and philosophy
Award: Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship
Jonathan Gerkin plans to pursue a master’s
degree and Ph.D. in medieval literature, but
first he will get to explore medieval towns in
the Slovak Republic while teaching English
on a Fulbright grant.
“I am fascinated by hilltop ruins like
Považský hrad along with still-living
medieval towns like Banská Štiavnica and
6 WHEATON QUARTERLY

Award: Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship

Courtney Gilman decided during her first
year at Wheaton that she wanted to win a
Fulbright.
“A friend and I ended up at an information session for postgraduate fellowships,”
she said. “We were the only freshmen there.
When I heard Dean [Alex] Trayford talk

Leslie Gould arrived at Wheaton unsure
about what to study. In May, she graduated
with a focus on global education and a
Fulbright to Mexico.
Gould credits Wheaton with helping her
discover her interests and become a “globally aware” citizen.
“My first year at Wheaton was very exploratory. I enrolled in a variety of courses
to find out what interested me,” she said.
“I soon found that I loved psychology and
Hispanic studies courses the most.”
She also developed valuable skills beyond
the classroom through her work as a resident advisor, global peer advisor and class
senator, and her study abroad experiences in
Tanzania and Spain.

WheatonCollege

@wheaton

McKenzie Kuhn ’15

Erika Prince ’15

Elaine Yuan ’15

Hometown: Glenwood Springs, Colo.

Hometown: Plymouth, Mass.

Hometown: New York, N.Y.

Major: Environmental science

Majors: Education and history

Majors: Education and psychology

Award: Fulbright Research Grant

Award: Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship

Award: Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship

McKenzie Kuhn became enamored with
nature as a youth, camping, hiking and
playing along the Colorado River. Now she
will delve even deeper into environmental
research as a Fulbright Scholar.
Kuhn will conduct research at Umeå
University in Sweden, studying greenhouse
gas emissions from aquatic environments
that form from thawing permafrost in the
summer months. Her work will build off of
research she did during a summer internship
in 2014 with the Polaris Project in Siberia,
Russia, where she explored the effects of
methane gas on the earth’s warming climate.
She plans to pursue a doctorate in biogeochemistry with a focus on arctic ecosystems.

Though her Fulbright year in Turkey will be
her first time abroad, Erika Prince is already
familiar with teaching English as a second
language, having spent the summer after
her junior year as an ESL teaching intern in
Mount Hermon, Mass.
Prince discovered at an early age that she
wanted to become a history teacher and sees
the Fulbright as a natural fit. “U.S. classrooms
are seeing more and more English language
learners walk through their doors, so any
experience I have teaching English skills will
better prepare me for the students I might
one day have in my classroom,” she said.

As a junior, Elaine Yuan helped turn an
English conversation group into a new club
to help international students develop their
language skills. Now she’ll take her passion for teaching and talking to Taiwan on a
Fulbright.
The club, known as Supporting Wheaton’s
English Language Learners, or SWELL, provides a safe space where English learners on
campus can build language skills, converse
with native English speakers and develop
positive cross-cultural relationships.
Yuan plans to become an educator in
New York City, where she grew up and
where her ESL teaching experience will be
highly beneficial. Q

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM

More award winners:
Nana Asare ’15, an anthropology major from Ghana, won a Thomas J. Watson Fellowship to study how grassroots efforts help transform public
health in underdeveloped countries. He will travel to Ethiopia, Nepal, Peru, Rwanda and Thailand.
Elizabeth Bouchard ’15, an environmental science major from Cumberland, Maine, won a Udall Undergraduate Scholarship. The Udall is awarded
to students pursuing a career related to the environment, tribal public policy or American Indian health care.
Marguerite Dooley ’16, a political science major from Brattleboro, Vt., won a Projects for Peace grant to launch an after-school program that will
support homeless and at-risk youth in southern Vermont.
Eric Esten ’16, an English major from Bethesda, Md., received a Beinecke Scholarship to help pay for his graduate studies after Wheaton.
Lindsay Koso ’15, an art history and Latin double major from Lexington, Mass., won both a Fulbright Teaching Assistantship to teach English in
Bulgaria and a Thomas J. Watson Fellowship to study the preservation of sacred objects in India, Japan, Spain and Turkey. She has accepted the
Watson.

Online
Read the full stories of all of the award winners at wheatoncollege.edu/news/2015/03/24/flurry-of-fulbrights/.

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)
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Graduates head into
the world of work
Many of the members of the Class
of 2015, leveraging their Wheaton
education and experiences, had
already secured jobs before graduating
in May. Here are just a few:
Aïssatou “Aïcha” Diouf

Cara Morris

Hometown: New York, N.Y.

Hometown: Irvington, N.Y.

Major: International relations

Major: Philosophy

Job: Paralegal at Boies, Schiller and
Flexner LLP

Job: Assistant language teacher,
Japanese Exchange and Teaching
Program (JET), in Asago, Hyogo,
Japan

Getting there: “I got the opportunity
to interview for this job through
networking at a
dinner hosted
by a friend of
my father’s who
had just
premiered the
first night of a
new collection
in an art
gallery. I
eventually
interviewed and got the job as a
paralegal. Wheaton had prepared me
well through various events to be able
to network, which was a major factor
in landing this job. As I prepared for
the interview, Marianne Singer [an
associate director] at the Filene
Center helped me as we ran through
multiple answers for questions. My
education and experiences at
Wheaton made me a well-rounded
person who is able to use my liberal
arts degree to my advantage. Every
experience at Wheaton will prove
useful after graduation—from
extracurricular activities to the
classes.”
Looking forward: “I am looking
forward to the new experience that I
will be embarking upon. This is the
stepping-stone to figuring out what I
like or dislike about the legal world.
I will be challenged in ways I have
never imagined, and that alone will be
rewarding.”

8 WHEATON QUARTERLY

Getting there: “I heard about the
program from
my professor,
[Visiting
Assistant
Professor of
Japanese]
Robin Tierney,
and she
encouraged me
to apply. I
received
wonderful recommendations from
Professor Tierney and from James
Kato, a residence hall area
coordinator. I studied Japanese at
Wheaton for two and a half years,
including an independent study. My
leadership on campus through
swimming and extracurricular clubs
and activities definitely helped me
stand out. Ben Chalot and the Filene
Center staff were very encouraging of
my endeavors throughout the process.
Nursery school director Marge
Werner, a JET alumna, gave me some
great tips over coffee during finals
week.”
Looking forward: “I’m most excited
to work with the kids, to practice
my Japanese language skills and,
of course, to eat the amazing food.
I’m also excited to work in Japan
and potentially explore career fields
involving international business or
international relations.”

Carmen Das-Grande

Devin Delfino

Hometown: Menlo Park, Calif.

Hometown: Bourne, Mass.

Major: Economics

Majors: Computer science and
mathematics

Job: Financial analyst at DataStax in
Santa Clara, Calif.
Getting there: “At Wheaton I have
been able to
take a wide
range of
courses that
have taught me
how to evaluate
situations from
different
perspectives.
professors
[John] Gildea
and [John] Miller, from the Economics
Department, have always encouraged
my interests inside and outside of the
classroom. Also, I had the opportunity
to spend my junior year studying at
the London School of Economics,
which was a once-in-a-lifetime
experience.”
Looking forward: “I am extremely
excited to join the team and be a part
of the quickly growing environment.
I love challenges and look forward to
the change of pace from being in the
classroom.”

Chelsea Cantin
Hometown: Shrewsbury, Mass.
Major: Psychology
Job: Talent acquisition coordinator at
Tufts Health Plan, Watertown, Mass.
Getting there: “The Filene Center
helped me to
narrow down my
interests and
figure out which
positions I should
be applying for. I
found a
connection to the
human
resources
department at
Tufts through a family member, and
applied to the company after I had
completed a shadow day in the office.”
Looking forward: “I’m looking
forward to applying my education to
the challenges and new projects that
I’ll be faced with, as well as gaining
more knowledge and experience in a
business setting.”

Job: Software engineer I, Raytheon
Company, Marlborough, Mass.
Getting there: “Professors Mark
LeBlanc, Mike Gousie, Tom Armstrong
and Rachelle
DeCoste of the
Math and
Computer
Science
Department
played a major
role in my
growth and
development
throughout my
college career. They provided me with
the tools needed to succeed in this
growing field, as well as advice and
guidance when it was time to plan for
the future.”
Looking forward: “I am looking
forward to using the knowledge that
I have gained during my Wheaton
education to solve interesting and
meaningful real-world problems. I
will strive to make new connections,
be a valued member of a team, and
ensure my work ethic and devotion
never falter. I am truly excited to
discover the heights that I will be able
to reach.”

Elizabeth Peterson
Hometown: Woodbury, Conn.
Majors: Mathematics and English
Job: Math teacher, The Winchendon
School, Winchendon, Mass.
Getting there: “My math major at
Wheaton has strengthened my love for
the subject. I
also interned in
the education
department of
the
Shakespeare
Theatre of New
Jersey during
the summers
before my
junior and
senior years. This internship
confirmed for me that I wanted to be a
lifelong educator and learner, and
introduced me to the world of lesson
plans and classroom management.
WheatonCollege
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When I was looking for jobs, I knew I
wanted to teach at a private high
school, and I worked with Marianne
Singer at the Filene Center to format
and fine-tune my résumé, cover letter
and personal statement. She was
amazing to work with and kept me
sane throughout the job search
process.”
Looking forward: “I am most
excited to work with students and
to share my love and knowledge of
a subject that they might not care
about otherwise. I am also looking
forward to being immersed in a new
community and getting to make
connections with new people and
places. I really enjoyed everyone I met
when I visited, and I’m looking forward
to working in such a supportive
environment.”

Jeffrey Paer
Hometown: Fair Lawn, N.J.
Major: Biology
Job: Research technician I in the
Kwon Lab at the Ragon Institute of
MGH, MIT and Harvard
Getting there: “I stumbled across a
job advertisement for the position
when searching
through the
Massachusetts
General
Hospital
website one
February
morning. I grew
interested in
the lab when
reading about a
small side project led by a graduate
student on the human gut
microbiome, a topic that I became
passionate about during my honors
thesis research on antibiotic
resistance. With nothing to lose, I sent
my cover letter and résumé to the
principal investigator that February
morning. It was not until mid-April that
I received a reply message, at which
point I had already been offered a
position at another laboratory. I truly
had to make a gut decision, as my
graduation was right around the
corner. I withdrew my interest from
the laboratory that had made the job
offer and immediately pursued the
interview process for the Kwon Lab
position. It was a risky decision, but
my mentors in the Biology Department

were so supportive that I felt confident
that I would win a job perfectly fitting
my interests and aspirations as a
young scientist. I know that my honors
thesis experience prepared me for the
life of a research technician and all of
the twists, turns and roadblocks that
come with the research process.”
Looking forward: “I look forward
to continuing my biology education in
a practical manner in a professional
research environment. Overall, I
am most excited about taking this
additional step closer to my dream
of becoming an infectious disease
physician and researcher.”

Kelly Jochems
Hometown: Pembroke, Mass.
Major: Psychology
Job: Psychology programs assistant,
Danish Institute for Study Abroad
(DIS), Copenhagen, Denmark
Getting there: “I studied abroad at
DIS during spring semester of my
junior year.
While in
Denmark, I
realized how
incredible the
country is and
how much I
wanted to
return upon
graduation. The
internships that
I have received through the help of my
professors at Wheaton, including one
at Bradley Hasbro Children’s Research
Center and Massachusetts Mental
Health Center, strengthened my
résumé and provided me with great
experience to draw upon during my
interview. Wheaton has a fantastic
study abroad program in place for
countries all around the world, and if
it were not for this, I would never have
been able to go to Denmark and have
such a life-changing experience.”
Looking forward: “The work
includes two major responsibilities:
departmental tasks and planning
and executing study tours. I am most
looking forward to planning and
co-leading study tours across Europe
with professors at DIS.”

Sarah Brown
Hometown: Gaithersburg, Md.
Majors: Mathematics and secondary
education
Job: Teaching in Samoa as a member
of the Peace Corps
Getting there: “After having an
incredible semester studying abroad at
James Cook
University in
Australia, I
quickly caught
the travel bug
and realized that
I would love to
pursue a job
overseas. By
completing a
secondary
education major at Wheaton, I spent my
spring semester student-teaching at
Norton High School full time and earned
my teaching certification. Combining
these experiences, I decided that
teaching overseas as a member of the
Peace Corps would be a perfect fit. The
opportunities that I was presented with
while at Wheaton gave me insight and
experience that directly translate to the
Peace Corps. I had incredible advisors
and professors supporting me along the
way. Without them, none of these
dreams would have been possible.”
Looking forward: “I am extremely
excited to bring my take on education
to a new culture and environment.
I am looking forward to making a
difference in children’s lives and
having an impact in the school.”

Skyler Dunfey
Hometown: Cape Elizabeth, Maine
Major: Studio art
Job: Teacher, The Leadership School
at Kieve, Nobleboro, Maine
Getting there: “My experience at Wheaton
has really prepared me for this position and
for my future.
Through
leadership
positions in the
Outdoors Club
and The Blend a
cappella group,
and from the
encouragement I
have received for
creating the
foundation for Wheaton’s Outdoor
Orientation Program, I know that I will be
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well prepared for the challenges ahead. I
have been so fortunate to be able to work in
the Filene Center as a career peer advisor
over these past three years, and to have
been able to get to know the staff there and
receive their aid and advice. I am also very
grateful for my professors, especially
Claudia Fieo and Geoff Collins, who have
advised and supported me throughout my
Wheaton experience.”

Looking forward: “I have always
been extremely interested in
experiential learning, so I am very
excited to become an educator at
The Leadership School and to help
empower young people to become
leaders. I can’t wait to start working
there with a community of people who
share my love for teaching, experiential
learning and the outdoors.”

Kaitlin Phelan
Hometown: Springfield, Va.
Major: History
Job: Artillery
officer with
West Virginia
National
Guard’s 201st
Field Artillery
Regiment and
patrol officer
with the
Charleston
Police
Department, Charleston, W.Va.
Getting there: “I had always really
wanted to do ROTC. My dad was
active-duty Army for about 30 years
and worked in the Pentagon. I found
out Wheaton was part of Boston
University’s ROTC program and signed
up my sophomore year. My junior
year I joined the Massachusetts Army
National Guard through the Simultaneous
Membership Program. My history major
has really developed my ability to write
and my ability to analyze. Wheaton
overall has helped me develop as an
academic person, able to think critically.
At Wheaton you can’t just throw out a
problem; you have to think of other ways
to solve it, which is huge in the military.”
Looking forward: “I’ll be the first
female artillery officer in the West
Virginia National Guard and the fifth in
the country. There’s that pressure of
having to perform really well because
you’re the first. I’m hoping that I do well
and that my gender’s not even a thing,
because that’s how it is now.” Q
FALL 2015 9

AROUND THE DIMPLE

Creating a safe space
Having experienced homelessness as a teenager,
Marguerite Dooley ’16 is now in the position to
give back.
The recipient of a 2015 Projects for Peace grant,
Dooley launched a program this summer to support
youths in southern Vermont who are facing challenges
similar to those she overcame.
8 housing and at the local homeless shelter.
“I, along with my peers at
the shelter, mainly watched TV
or ‘hung out’ to pass the time.
Due to budget constraints,
there were no constructive
activities,” Dooley wrote in
her proposal. “I would like to
create programs that open up
greater opportunities to young
people in the areas of education, creativity and self-expression.”
Projects for Peace grants are awarded to
undergraduates at U.S. colleges and universities that are part of the Davis United World
College Scholars Program, giving recipients
$10,000 to implement a project that seeks
to promote peace, resolve conflict and
KEITH NORDSTROM

“This project has a lot of
personal connections for
me, especially because I’m
implementing it in my hometown, working with a shelter
and other organizations that
I have been closely involved
with in the past,” Dooley
said. “I believe that giving
kids opportunities for social
and educational outlets
when they are younger will
lead them to seek those opportunities out
as they become older and more independent—something I hope this project
inspires.”
While she was in high school, Dooley and
her mother lost their home after the death of
her father. As a result, she spent time in Section

Marguerite Dooley ’16 worked with the Edible Brattleboro Project to teach campers about plants and gardening.
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build understanding. Philanthropist Kathryn
Wasserman Davis—the mother of Diana
Davis Spencer ’60 and a Wheaton honorary degree recipient—created the program
in 2007. At least one Wheaton student has
received the grant each year since the program’s inception.
Dooley, a political science major with
minors in community health and psychology, applied her grant toward establishing
a summer program for children and teens
who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. She partnered with Brooks
Memorial Library and other agencies in
her hometown of Brattleboro, Vt., to establish a program based out of the library
to serve youths at least one day a week
during the school year and three days a
week during the summer. Volunteers will
provide “caring and engaged adult supervision,” by organizing educational games
and art projects, and creating a safe place
for at-risk youths.
Dooley’s plan calls for purchasing tablet
computers with educational and creative
software for children ages 3 to 7, and refurbished laptops with software appropriate for
ages 7 to 13, and programs for high school
students that promote college-readiness,
standardized test preparation and other skills.
Dooley also has set aside money in a
sustainability fund that will help keep the
program operating beyond the first year.
“Ultimately, I would like to see this program grow in both size and reach,” she said.
“Once it is established and recognized in the
southern Vermont community, I would like to
be involved in its expansion to other regions of
Vermont and, perhaps, the rest of the country.”
After graduation, Dooley hopes to work
with at-risk adolescents in southern Vermont
and eventually pursue a dual degree in
social work and public health.
“Working with Projects for Peace has
given me the opportunity to gain personal
experience in the fields of both public health
and social work, allowing me to work one
on one with kids of all ages, and has given
me experience in program management and
implementation—important aspects of a job
in these fields,” Dooley said. Q
—Becca Manning
WheatonCollege
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Professor Hyun Sook Kim

Associate Professor Kim Miller

Three Wheaton professors have received fellowships
from the Marion and Jasper Whiting Foundation
to fund travel and research that will facilitate the
creation of new courses, transform existing classes
and extend the faculty members’ scholarship.
The Marion and Jasper Whiting
Foundation awards fellowships that enable professors to study abroad or away
from their home institutions. The aim is to
stimulate and broaden the minds of teachers to improve and enhance the quality of
their instruction. The foundation awarded 34
grants out of 109 applications.
Professor of Sociology Hyun Sook Kim
plans to travel to Rwanda to study about
youth leadership and grassroots development. She will meet with student leaders
who have created university-based genocide
survivors’ networks involving more than
43,000 members. Since 1995, this network
has provided material and moral support to
orphans and the homeless who face poverty,
hunger and post-conflict trauma. Professor
Kim seeks to understand local homegrown
cultural strategies employed by Rwandan
youths to promote the well-being of young
genocide survivors.
The field study in Rwanda will further her
more than two-decades-long scholarship
and teaching about modernity, divided na-

tions, state-sponsored violence and massacres, which has focused mainly on Asia.
This research in Rwanda will not only offer
her a glimpse of transnational youth activism in post-genocide development, but it
will also enable Professor Kim to enrich her
courses, “Conflict and Genocide,” “Social
Movements” and “Inequality.” She also
intends to design a new course on “Social
Change Through Youth Entrepreneurship.”
Associate Professor Kim Miller will travel
to Spain to broaden her scholarship on the
ways in which visual culture, particularly
public art and memorials, reflects social and
national views on the past, particularly in
the context of gender.
A professor in the college’s art history
and women’s and gender studies programs,
Miller will examine national monuments and
art that commemorate the Spanish Civil War,
the Holocaust and terrorist train bombings,
as well as national art museums. She also
will consider the public’s use and response
to these sites, as well as any controversies
surrounding the art and locations.
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Professors win Whiting fellowships

Assistant Professor Dana Polanichka

Professor Miller has studied these topics
extensively in South Africa, and she both
teaches and writes on the subject. The
opportunity to study these issues in Spain,
which has many similarities with South
Africa in the role of women in war and in
its modern responses to these conflicts, will
broaden her teaching of current classes and
scholarship, and it may lay the groundwork
for a new travel course.
Assistant Professor of History Dana
Polanichka plans to conduct intensive study
of medieval sites in France and Germany
that will help to make the life and culture of
medieval people more understandable to
modern undergraduates.
Professor Polanichka intends to engage
in extensive and methodical photography
of the architectural features of medieval
churches that are central to her research and
figure into the literature that students read.
She also will conduct careful measurement
of the spaces and document the experience
of these spaces.
The research will expand on her use of
spatial theory and sensory experience in
her scholarship, and generate additional
material to incorporate new teaching
methods and assignments to her existing
classes, as well as facilitate the development of a new course that will approach
the Middle Ages from the perspective of
cultural history. Q
—Michael Graca
FALL 2015 11
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Developing scholarly tools
Research team wins grant from the NEH

The college’s Lexomics Research
Group recently received a $60,000 Digital
Humanities Start Up Grant to make the interface for its Lexos software package easier to
learn. They also will embed video and text
guides that explain how, when and why to
use the program’s various analytical tools.
The grant will provide funding for the
team, which includes Wheaton professors
Michael Drout and Mark LeBlanc as well as
California State University Northridge professor Scott Kleinman, to continue its efforts
over the next two summers. It marks the
third grant the team has received from the
NEH. The team also has received support
from the Mellon Foundation and from the
college’s endowed funds.
“This will not be standard help that tells
the user to ‘click here’ or ‘pull-down there,’
but rather help that shows an expert discussing why you might want to take a particular
step, such as dividing a novel into short
segments of text,” said LeBlanc, a professor
of computer science.
Typically, scholars interested in text analysis
come from humanities disciplines where criti-
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cal and qualitative analysis receive more attention than the quantitative methods employed
by computers. The group’s goal is to “lower
the barriers required for computer-assisted text
analysis when using a broad range of texts,”
according to the team’s grant proposal.
Professors Drout and LeBlanc joined
forces more than a decade ago to explore
the use of computer analysis in literary research. Together they developed the course
connection “Computing with Texts,” including LeBlanc’s course “Computing for Poets”
in 2005, and they began applying computing
power to discern patterns in language usage
that offered insights into the authorship of
texts. Professor of Mathematics Michael
Kahn also has participated in the project,
providing his expertise in statistics.
“One thing we have found that separates
Lexomics from many other digital projects is
that from the very beginning we decided that
tools are not enough,” said Drout, an English
professor. “There are tons of complicated and
powerful tools out there, but nobody uses
them because it’s not clear how to use them.”
In contrast, Drout said, the Wheaton
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A Wheaton-based research team plans to make
computer text analysis more accessible to humanities
scholars and students with a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).

Scott Kleinman (bottom, left), Professor of English
and Director of the Center for the Digital Humanities
at California State University, and Wheaton
professors Michael Drout (pictured right, top) and
Mark LeBlanc (right, bottom) work with students on
their lexomics projects.

team’s integration of computer science and
humanities has enabled them to “simultaneously develop both the tools and the
techniques for using them.”
The research group also is notable because of the opportunities it creates for students from various disciplines in the sciences
and the humanities to work together with
faculty members and contribute to ongoing
work. Indeed, the project has led to students
sharing authorship for journal articles with
the professors and opportunities to present
at international conferences in computer science, humanities and the digital humanities.
In many cases, the experience has served
as a stepping-stone to advanced study and
future careers. Most recently, Rosetta Berger
’15 won admission to the Ph.D. program in
linguistics at Yale University. She also learned
that her research article had been accepted
for publication in the multidisciplinary journal
Viking and Medieval Scandinavia.
“The ‘soft skills’ that students gain from
working on a team to build tools that actually help other scholars are as valuable as
the technical skills they learn,” LeBlanc said.
“For example, participating in a group review, or walkthrough, of one’s own software
is a humbling but essential experience.”
Christina Nelson Conroy ’11, who now
works as an engineer for Raytheon, echoes
Professor LeBlanc’s point. She recalled being
WheatonCollege
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regularly called upon to explain her work to
a large group of students and other faculty
members in development meetings during
the summer of 2008.
“It helped me to realize that feedback isn’t
a bad thing, and the suggestions and constructive criticism received by putting your
work out there for others to review is what
makes the work strongest in the end,” she
said. “I’m always holding peer reviews as part
of my job, and it’s important to be able to not
treat each comment like a personal attack.”
Vicki Li ’14 says that the discipline of

trying to understand the goals of the literary
scholars proved to be key for her work as a
support advisor at the global software firm
Intersystems. “I became more intentional
about translating what they wanted to technical solutions, which was challenging but
essential,” she said. “In fact, I was able to
talk about my experiences working with the
Lexomics group and my value on the soft
skills during interviews for jobs.”
Richard Neal remembers those walkthroughs vividly. “When I made changes to
a tool, every so often we’d go through what
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we worked on with Professor Drout, to make
sure what we had made not only worked
but made sense in the scope of the project,
and that it would be useful to him and his
students,” he said.
Now a software engineer with Microsoft,
Neal said that “Sometimes our work fell
short, other times it delighted, but no matter what, the feedback was invaluable in
determining what we’d work on next, and,
in turn, what I learned working with scholars
across disciplines was instrumental in the
success I’ve had to date as an engineer.”
With the new grant in hand, professors
Drout and LeBlanc expect to collaborate
with a large team of nearly 20 undergraduates who bring a variety of interests and
skills in programming, the mathematical
underpinnings of the computational analysis,
literary analysis and video production.
The team will pursue a variety of related
projects, including work on the user interface
and refining various analytical processes
through study of medieval, Shakespearean
and Victorian texts. The team also will
expand upon the tutorial videos that it began
making in recent years to explain concepts
of computer analysis of texts, such as how
to read a dendrogram, which can visualize
similarities and differences in a large text or
among shorter works. Q

—Michael Graca
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Political science professor reflects on patriotism
Gerard Huiskamp, professor of political
science, teaches courses in comparative
politics, political theory and political
development that are infused with the
sensibilities of political philosophy, especially
concerning issues of democracy, inclusion
and social justice. Recently, the professor,
who has published articles on the micropolitics of patriotism and protest, was
interviewed about patriotism for the personal
finance website wallethub.com by writer
Richie Bernardo as part of a 2015 study about
the most and least patriotic states. Huiskamp
made some interesting observations about
what it means to be a patriot. We have
reprinted the interview here.
What are the characteristics of a
good patriot?
Most broadly, patriotism is understood as love of one’s country,
and usually strongly implies the
willingness to sacrifice individual
well-being for the common good.
This is conventionally expressed
as devotion to the welfare of one’s
country, the passion that inspires
someone to serve her or his
country, especially the willingness
to risk one’s life in its defense.
But patriotism as love of country
and willingness to sacrifice is a
generalized sentiment that must
be actualized in practice, and one
encounters different understandings of how patriotism is properly
expressed, or operationalized,
especially in response to perceived crises.
As a first cut, we may distinguish between two main types
of patriotic strategies, or motive
causes to action, which I call
“deferential” and “inquisitive,” a
distinction similar to the one made
in the psychological literature
14 WHEATON QUARTERLY

between “blind” and “constructive” patriotism. Deferential or
blind patriotism is distinguished by
adherents’ propensity to acquiesce to authority on matters of
national defense and diplomacy
or, more specifically, by individuals’ tendency to uncritically agree
with any governmental policy
in times of “crisis.” Steeped in a
sense of American exceptionalism, its guiding assumption is not
so much a “my country, right or
wrong,” as an enduring belief that
the United States always stands on
the side of right and freedom. By
way of contrast, the inquisitive or
constructive patriotic style allows
for—even insists on—a citizen’s
critical engagement with one’s
country’s policies and actions, and
opposition to these when justice
demands.
From the point of view of a political democracy facing external
threat, there are benefits to both
patriotic strategies of action. The
inquisitive style reinforces the
republican obligation to check

the use of state power, and also
may be thought to lead to better decision making, resulting
from debate and discussion. On
the other hand, the deferential
style offers benefits of decisionmaking efficiency, particularly
important in times of war, given
that the existence of war signals
a societal crisis of potentially
existential portent.
In the eyes of state decision
makers, however, these benefits
may not be experienced as equal
goods, especially in times of perceived emergency. For while both
deferential and inquisitive styles
may recommend themselves in
various ways to democratic war
making, deferential patriotism
offers clear benefits to state leaders in carrying out these leaders’
policy objectives with maximal
autonomy and efficiency. At
the systemic level, the collective effect of the deferential style
of patriotism is to facilitate the
mobilization of material resources
needed to effectuate the state’s

war-making capacity—both soldiers and money, or “blood and
treasure.” Deferential patriotism
also creates a wellspring of public
support that allows state actors a
significant sphere of autonomy,
shielded from normal democratic
pressures, to pursue state leaders’ foreign policy preferences
unchecked. Inquisitive patriotism,
by way of contrast, may be seen
to constrain policy options.
Is there a link between
socioeconomic class and level of
patriotism?
Given that there are different
modes or styles of patriotism,
it doesn’t make much sense to
talk about levels of patriotism
along a single register. There are,
however, some suggestive links
between socioeconomic class
and patriotic style. For instance,
although studies have shown that
socioeconomic class does not
provide a strong predictor of the
content of an individual citizen’s
perception of a given foreign
WheatonCollege
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policy decision, Myron
Rothbart and James C.M.
Johnson [researchers from the
University of Oregon] found
that socioeconomic class is
strongly correlated with differential modes of evaluating
foreign policy information
coming from the government.
More specifically, they found
that in weighing foreign policy
decisions of their government, blue collar workers
were considerably more likely
to trust in and defer to state
leaders’ judgment about what
needed to be done, while
white collar workers and professionals were more likely to
make independent judgments
about the policy, weighing
the costs of the policy or their
ideological agreement with
the policy, respectively. These
findings coincide conceptually with the patriotism styles
referenced before, with blue
collar workers utilizing a blind
or deferential mode, and both
white collar and professional
workers processing information through constructive or
inquisitive modes.
Should we be raising our
children as global citizens first
or as Americans first?
The philosophical literature
on patriotism engages this
debate on patriotism’s virtue
quite directly, as patriotism is
weighed against cosmopolitan
humanism. In [philosopher]
Martha Nussbaum’s reading, for example, patriotism
is indistinguishable from
nationalism in that it seeks the
particular good of a singular
society over and against the
needs and interests of all
others. She considers this to
be especially corrosive in a

society that considers itself
based on democratic, egalitarian principles, given that such
a society places itself in an
instrumental position with the
rest of the world, betraying
the universalist principles that
inform its legitimacy.
On the other side of the debate, proponents of patriotism
have sought to argue for the
possibility of a principled partisanship, or civic nationalism,
in which universalist democratic values are operationalized in a specific geographical place and time. Unlike
traditional ethno-nationalism,
however, the ties that bind
citizens together are political,
rather than primordial. More
specifically, this non-ethnonationalist patriotism is wed
to the values underpinning
democratic states—fairness,
equality, freedom, justice—
and to derive its virtue from
these values. Proponents
argue that the moral force
and collective benefit of these
values are sufficient to create
the thick identity required to
hold citizens to each other,
in their collective commitment to these principles, and
simultaneously to the political
system that affords them the
protection of these virtues.
Constitutional, or inquisitive,
patriots are thus understood
to pledge their allegiance
simultaneously to this egalitarian republic and its foundational virtues; and the polity
assigns its citizens the duty
to stand in vigilance of these
principles, committed to holding their country to these high
standards, and necessarily to
the defense of the country in
which this political project
seeks to flourish. Q

Faculty
Vicki Bartolini, professor of education,
presented the keynote address at the fifth
annual Southeast Education Professionals
Partnership Enrichment Conference held
at Bridgewater State University in April.
Using her students’ video documentation,
posted to VoiceThread.com, Bartolini
made connections between STEM, inquiry and guided play for young children.
William Goldbloom Bloch, professor
of mathematics, published the article
“Open Discontinuous Maps from Rn onto
Rn” in American Mathematical Monthly
in March.
Sam Coale, professor of English,
presented “Mysteries of Literature: An
Insider’s Journey of Discovery” at the
Brownell Library in Little Compton, R.I.,
in July.
Michael Drout, professor of English,
published the articles “The Council of
Elrond, All Those Poems, and the Famous
F-ing Elves: Strategies for Teaching the
Hard Parts of Tolkien” in Approaches
to Teaching J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord
of the Rings and Other Works (Modern
Language Association, July 2015). He
co-wrote with Elie Chauvet ’14 the article
“Visual Representation of the Ratio of
þ to (þ+ð): A New Method Provides
Evidence for a Lost Old English version of
the ‘Song of the Three Youths’” in Anglia:
Zeitschrift für englische Philologie in June.
He also presented the keynote address
“Scholarship as Art, Art as Scholarship:
J.R.R. Tolkien’s Beowulf” in April at the
University of Vermont.
Linda Eisenmann, provost and
professor of education and history,
published the article “Making Better
Colleges: AAC’s Century of Change
and Commitment” in Liberal Education
(Winter/Spring 2015).
Francisco Fernandez de Alba, associate professor of Hispanic studies,
presented the lecture “1980s Madrid:
The War on Drugs and the Transatlantic
Conspiracy Theory” at Amherst College
in April.
Nancy Kendrick, professor of philosophy, and Jessica Gordon ’04 co-wrote
the article “Including Early Modern
Women Writers in Survey Courses: A Call
to Action” in Metaphilosophy (July 2015).
Mark LeBlanc, professor of computer science, was awarded a Digital
Humanities Start-Up Grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities,
along with Michael Drout, professor of
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English. He also co-wrote with Drout the
article “DNA and 普 通 話 (Mandarin):
Bringing Introductory Programming to
the Life Sciences and Digital Humanities”
in the journal Procedia Computer
Science, proceedings of the International
Conference on Computational Science,
(June 2015).
Clinton O’Dell, associate professor of
theater, last summer spent 12 weeks
working on the Warner Bros. film Black
Mass, which was shot in Boston and is
scheduled for a September 2015 release.
Clinton, who served as key fitter, led a
team of three as they performed approximately 2,000 fittings for background
and featured actors in the creation of
the historical film depicting the story of
Boston crime boss Whitey Bulger.
M. Gabriela Torres, associate professor
of anthropology, co-wrote the article
“Curation in Writing: Using a ‘Building’
and ‘Breaking’ Pedagogy to Teach
Culture in the Digital Age,” with Peter
Coco, former Wheaton digital learning strategist and technology liaison,
published in Web Writing: Why and How
for Liberal Arts Teaching and Learning
(University of Michigan Press, April
2015). She also published the articles “In
the Shadow of the Razor Wire: Class and
Insecurity in Guatemala’s Urban Core” in
the journal Anthropologica (2015), and
“Gender-Based Violence in Guatemala’s
Genocide and Beyond” in Applying
Anthropology to Gender-Based Violence
(Lexington Books, July 2015).
A. Javier Trevino, professor of
sociology, published the articles “William
Graham Sumner’s Proto-Sociology
of Law” in On Folkways and Mores:
William Graham Sumner Then and Now
(Transaction Publishers, February 2015),
and “Mills, C(harles) Wright (1916–
62)” in the International Encyclopedia
of the Social & Behavioral Sciences
(Elsevier, May 2015).

Alumnae/i
Melissa Carroll ’91 received the
Houston Press Club Lone Star Award
for First Place 2015 Public Relations
Communicator of the Year and for Public
Relations News Release.
Christopher Howard ’09 was named
the Graduate Student of the Year in
Philosophy at the University of Arizona.
Sandra Ohrn Moose ’63 in May was
awarded a 2015 Harvard Medal from the
Harvard Alumni Association for extraordinary service to Harvard University. Q
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And the winners are…

The Wheaton Athletics Department held its annual
awards banquet in Emerson Gymnasium in April to
celebrate the accomplishments of the Class of 2015
student-athletes and outstanding coaches, and to
present six major awards:
Dean Sue Alexander Awards
Katy Ananian and Cara Morris were each presented with the Dean Sue Alexander Female
Senior Student-Athlete Award, and Richard
Jenkins claimed the Dean Sue Alexander Male
Senior Student-Athlete Award. The awards
recognize graduating seniors who have made
a significant contribution to the success of
Wheaton’s athletics program. Students are
nominated based on their participation in the
intercollegiate and/or intramural program;
proven leadership ability and commitment;
and relevant committee work.
Ananian is the all-time wins leader in
women’s lacrosse program history, while
Morris is a two-time school record holder
(200-medley relay,
800-free relay) in
the pool for the
Lyons. Ananian also
has been a resident
advisor on campus for three years
and worked in the
Admission Office
Katy Ananian ’15
for two years, most
recently as a senior admission intern.
Morris has been the treasurer of the
Wheaton Athletic Mentors, a senior
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resident advisor, a senior advisor for
BACCHUS (Boosting Alcohol Consciousness
Concerning the
Health of University
Students), senior
class secretary and
a member of the
Distinguished Women
of Color Collective.
Jenkins was a key
member of multiple
Cara Morris ’15
relays, including the
800-freestyle relay that set a school record
and recorded an NCAA Division III “B” cut
in 2014. He also holds five top-10 all-time
performances in
program history in the
500-free (fifth), 200free (fourth), 50-back
(fourth), 100-back
(sixth) and the 200back (third). He has
earned conference
Relay Team of the
Richard Jenkins ’15
Week accolades and
several selections to the College Swimming
Coaches Association of America Team
Scholar All-America list.
Jenkins has also made an impact beyond

his sport, serving as president of the Class
of 2015 for four years; as the student banker
for the Student Activities, Involvement and
Leadership Office; and as a member of the
Roosevelt Institute and the History Club.

Debi Field ’70 Outstanding
Female Athlete of the Year
Emily Berardi ’15 earned the Debi Field ’70
Outstanding Female Athlete of the Year
award. The award recognizes extraordinary
athletic ability as well as demonstrated
sportsmanship and contribution to a team,
the college and the
world of sports.
Berardi has been
dominant both as a
pitcher and a hitter for
the softball program
this season with a
13–3 record and a
1.21 earned run averEmily Berardi ’15
age (ERA), along with
a .452/.476/.822 slash line (.avg/.obp./slg), 17
runs scored, 33 hits, 10 doubles, one triple,
five home runs and 21 RBIs.
Earlier this year, she tied the single-game
strikeout record with 15 total and won nine
straight decisions from March 8 to April 10.
During that stretch, she keyed Wheaton’s
3–1 victory over the No. 6 nationally ranked
Wesleyan team with a complete-game effort
in the circle and two RBIs in the contest.
Berardi claimed one New England
Women and Men’s Athletic Conference
(NEWMAC) Player of the Week award,
three NEWMAC Pitcher of the Week accoWheatonCollege
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lades, and one National Fastpitch Coaches
Association Top-Performer honor this
season. During Wheaton’s program record
22-game winning streak (March 12 to April
21), she went 10–0 in the circle over 54 2/3
innings pitched, to go with 36 strikeouts
and a .223 batting average against. Berardi
also hit .500/.528/.979 with 16 runs, eight
doubles, five home runs and 14 RBIs.

Chad Yowell Outstanding Male Athlete
Luke Finkelstein was given the Chad Yowell
Outstanding Male Athlete Award, which
recognizes extraordinary athletic ability, as
well as demonstrated
sportsmanship and
contribution to his
team, the college and
the world of sports.
Finkelstein’s
leadership and play
on the soccer pitch
in 2014 nearly went
Luke Finkelstein ’15
unmatched, as the
senior midfielder claimed All-America
honors from the National Soccer Coaches
Association of America and D3soccer.com.
He guided Wheaton to its second straight
appearance in the NCAA tournament last
fall and a NEWMAC regular-season title.
In 2013, the Lyons captured the NEWMAC
championship over MIT on the road.
The captain of the team for the past two
seasons, Finkelstein helped turn the Lyons
into a cohesive unit, which directly resulted
in a 34–10–2 overall record (.761 winning
percentage) during that span. He also ranks
seventh all-time in games played (83) and
fourth all-time in assists (28).

Ben Chalot, assistant coach and Filene Center
associate director of academic advising, and Lisa
Yenush ’90, associate director of athletics

student-athletes. During the past few
years, he has instructed and guided many
student-athletes in all matters of their career
development, including résumé building,
internships and interviewing. Most importantly, he has helped hundreds of Wheaton’s
student-athletes land full-time and part-time
internships, scholarships and funding to
conduct research during both summer and
winter breaks.
His vision in this area has supported
many of Wheaton’s student-athletes in their
academic success as well as in their pursuit
of career goals.

Lynn Miller Inspiration Award
Softball and volleyball assistant coach Bob
Roscoe received the Lynn Miller Inspiration
Award, named after Wheaton Hall of
Fame member and now retired men’s and

women’s tennis head coach Lynn Miller.
The longest-serving active assistant coach
at Wheaton, Roscoe was in his 20th season
in the softball dugout this spring despite
being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. He
died June 14.
Roscoe’s initial year coaching softball at
Wheaton was 1996. By then he was midway
through a 14-year stint with the women’s
volleyball program.
He also was an assistant volleyball
coach from 1989–2001 before serving as a
co-head coach in 2002, helping the Lyons
to a 15–16 mark. During his time with the
softball squad, the Lyons have qualified for
seven NCAA Tournaments, including three
trips to the College World Series.
Roscoe’s impact on Wheaton student-athletes over the years has been immeasurable,
and for that reason, he was honored by the
softball team during their annual alum game
earlier this year.
After Roscoe’s death, Director of
Athletics and Recreation John Sutyak ’00
spoke of his legacy: “We are all saddened
of the news that Bob lost his courageous
battle with cancer. For more than 25
years, ‘Brotha Bob’ has been a mainstay
at Wheaton, first with our volleyball
program, then with softball. His ability to
connect with student-athletes and be a
conduit between the head coach and the
players had a positive impact on every
team he coached. I don’t think it is any
coincidence that Bob was a member of
the most successful softball and volleyball
teams in Wheaton College history during
his time here.” Q
—Shawn Medeiros

Claudia Friese Special Recognition Award

Web extra

Ben Chalot, who is the associate director
of academic advising and career services
in the Filene Center and an assistant
coach for the men’s and women’s swimming and diving teams, received the
Claudia Friese Special Recognition Award.
Established in 1983, the award recognizes
behind-the-scenes dedication to the athletics program exhibited by any member
of the Wheaton community.
Chalot was honored for his work with

Go to this story
online to read
the inspiring
closing remarks
about being
a part of the
Wheaton family
made by Anna
Viragh ’15 at
the ceremony.
Lynn Miller, who has retired, presents Bob Roscoe
with the award she inspired.
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SNAP SHOTS

Senior art

Each year, senior art majors exhibit their work in the
Beard and Weil Galleries. This year the creations of
16 students were featured in “Working Title.” The
name of the show, which students came up with, is
“their way of conveying a sense of work in progress,
that their education will always continue and
their work will change,” noted advisor Kelly Goff,
assistant professor of art and art history. See more
images and read artist statements online.

“Self-Portrait” by Lucy Johnson
Medium: Mixed media

“Let’s Get Bizarre” by Ned Uysal
Medium: Video

“Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow” by Nichole Haar
Medium: Oil

“Carter-Moriah Trail” by Skyler Dunfey
Medium: Monotype print
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“Entomophobia” by Lindsey Gillis
Medium: Graphite on Bristol board

“Intangibility” by Yifan Zhang
Medium: Oil on canvas

Detail of “Between the Panels (1–4)” by Brandt Berrie
Medium: Print, sketch, digital editing

WheatonCollege

@wheaton

Detail of “Untitled” by Alexandra Foster
Medium: Intaglio print

“Gargoyle” by Julie Schirrmeister
Medium: Intaglio print

“Model B, Option 1” by Mikela Boudette
Medium: Watercolor, paper, pencil, pen, salt, laser cutting

“Clad In Plain, Adorned In Red” by Tianxiao Fu
Medium: Mixed media on canvas

“The Other Shore” by Shiya Wu
Medium: Acrylic paint on wire and clay

“Manolo Blahnik Hangisi Satin Pumps” by
Abigail Matses
Medium: Digital print

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

“Isobelle Ouzman” by Changyue Wang
Medium: Photography
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Summer at
New programs extend, broaden
learning opportunities
By Becca Manning

It’s a warm, sunny morning in mid-July—peak
summer vacation time—and Ethan Farrell, a high
school senior from Cleveland, Ohio, is standing
at the front of a classroom in the Mars Center for
Science and Technology, pitching a business idea.
Farrell is the last of six teens in Discover@
Wheaton’s “Innovation and Social Change” class to
deliver a rocket pitch—a three-minute presentation
aimed at potential investors (played by President
Dennis M. Hanno, Associate Professor Kim Miller,
and student mentors Leslie Gould ’15, Andrew
Mani ’16 and Jackson Towle ’16).
“Rivers, streams, fish, birds … they’re everywhere,
but what if they weren’t?” Farrell begins. His idea is
to design a system to catch salt and sediment from
roads and prevent harmful buildup in watersheds.
He plans to market the system to parks and cities.
After his presentation, Farrell receives
feedback from the class. Then the “investors” head out into the hallway to decide
which two projects will move on. From
here, the high schoolers will split into two
groups and spend the last two weeks of
the inaugural Discover@Wheaton Summer
College for High School Students developing
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their ideas into real businesses—all while
attending class for four hours a day and daily
workshops on subjects such as PowerPoint
and LinkedIn, working their way through
three textbooks and several articles and
films, and participating in academic and
social activities outside of class.
Summer vacation? Not exactly. This is the

new summer at Wheaton—a wider-reaching, more broadly defined type of liberal arts
education—and things are heating up.

Time to explore
Shortly after final exams end in mid-May
and students and faculty head off on their
respective summer adventures, colorful
petal-shaped directional flags start sprouting
up like flowers around campus.
Explo is coming.
Now in its third year at Wheaton after two decades at St. Mark’s School in
Southborough, Mass., Exploration Summer
Programs, or Explo, delivers nearly 800
people to the campus, including 90 staff
members and children from second grade
through high school. Explo camps range
from one to three weeks and offer an
array of programs to educate and excite
kids—everything from painting to computer
programming to paleontology (the latter of
which involves unearthing life-size dinosaur
bones buried on campus).
“The campus essentially forms a small,
intimate village for these young kids,” says
David Torcoletti, head of programs for Explo
at Wheaton. “Even though it’s much larger
than the place we came from, it feels more
intimate. The facilities are lovely and wellmaintained. You feel like you’re a part of
something vibrant.”
Explo also benefits from the college’s
human resources—every year a handful of
Wheaton students or recent graduates work

Wheaton
EXPLO PHOTO

Explo campers play with a parachute on Chapel Field. The
summer program brings more than 800 kids to campus.

KEITH NORDSTROM PHOTOS

Hoop Mountain basketball camp for girls is one of several
sports camps offered every summer on campus.

High school junior Noah Schultz presents a business idea during a July session of the new Discover@Wheaton.

The faculty-student Lexomics Research Group spent the
summer updating Wheaton’s text analysis program.
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as counselors, and Wheaton employees are
often available to share their expertise. One
afternoon this summer, Assistant Professor
of Astronomy Dipankar Maitra led a group
up to Mars Center’s rooftop observatory to
look at Saturn.
“He was great, and he was able to explain
complicated science topics to all ages, even
our second graders,” Torcoletti says.
Having hundreds of kids on campus has
definitely changed the dynamic of summers
at Wheaton, says Kristen Turcotte ’99, director of conference and event services.
“Up until last summer I could say it was
very quiet on campus, and even though we
had a bunch of programming, many people
would have said they didn’t notice whatever
was going on,” Turcotte says. “Last summer,
with bringing in Explo, it became really lively.
You could hear the music all the time. Now,
with adding the Discover@Wheaton program,
there’s just a real energy on campus.”

Summer Session gives Wheaton students the chance
to catch up on credits or delve into a new subject.
Courses offered this year included “Human Anatomy”
(above) and “The Universe” (left).

Boston and Providence, to engage students
outside of class.
“We’re trying to offer more consistency
for students, so their experience in the summer is close to what their experience would
be in the fall and spring,” says Ed Burnett,
director of residential life.

Quick courses
While younger students benefit from Explo
and Discover@Wheaton, college students
also have the chance to get a leg up over
the summer. In its third year, the four-week
Summer Session featured courses in human
anatomy, astronomy, U.S. military history,
logic and world religions.
Choening Dorji ’18, a film and new media
studies major from Bhutan, was already on
campus to help with CORE June, Wheaton’s
summer orientation for new students, and
decided to use the time before orientation
to enroll in “The Universe,” an astronomy
course taught by Professor Maitra.
“I enjoyed the intensity of the course and
its condensed curriculum. This also made
things challenging, as we had to work harder
and use our limited time more efficiently,”
Dorji says. “The course was taught in a very
hands-on way. We got to dismantle and
build the telescopes that we used to stargaze
at night. We learned the theory and then
applied it in real life.”
David Nega ’17, a biology major from
Washington, D.C., enrolled in “Human
Anatomy” this summer on a recommendation from his advisor.
“I liked the small class size, which really
epitomized the Wheaton College experience,” Nega says. “Taking a class for my
major requirements in such a condensed
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Under the microscope

manner was intimidating, but in practice it
was not unmanageable.”
Along with allowing students to focus on
a single subject, Summer Session provides
faculty with the chance to try new teaching
approaches. For two summers, Professor
of Religion Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus has
collaborated with colleagues to teach
“Introduction to Studying World Religions.”
“We could conduct it more like a seminar, with field trips during class time that
didn’t conflict with students’ other classes,
such as an outing to see the movie Noah,
working and learning at the Crystal Spring
Earth Learning Center, Shabbat dinner at
my home, hiking in Wheaton Woods, and
independent site visits to local places of
worship,” he says.
This year, Summer Session included a
meal plan option and more social activities,
such as ice cream socials and field trips to

For other Wheaton students, summer
education takes the form of research, as
they work with faculty members to develop
computer software, track the history
of a Wheaton art collection, study fin
regeneration in zebra fish, build a public art
project or explore any number of topics.
Jessica Barros ’17, a chemistry major from
New Bedford, Mass., helped Professor of
Chemistry Jani Benoit study how methylmercury is transferred from vernal pools into
the forest by insects. Barros, who last spring
was undecided about her major, took on
the project in an effort to explore one of the
fields that interests her.
“I collected and identified insect samples
from the vernal pool behind Haas Athletic
Center, and checked mercury levels in the
leaves around and in the vernal pool,” she
says. “I gained more technical lab skills. I
loved being able to see chemistry applied in
the real world.”
Lauren Robinson ’16, of Hadley, Mass., a
double major in English and American his-

Summer research takes many forms: Above left,
Jessica Barros ’17 checks an insect trap in a vernal
pool on campus as part of chemistry professor Jani
Benoit’s research; above right, Charlotte Hall ’17
helps art professor Kelly Goff set up a sculpture mold;
right, research assistants Ao “Kevin” Shi ’17 and
Kathryn Henrikson ’16 work with biology professor
Jenny Lanni studying fin regeneration in zebra fish.

tory, worked for professor Leah Niederstadt,
continuing research she began last summer
with a Balfour Scholar internship stipend.
She is tracking the history of the Shippee
Rental Collection, a Wheaton art collection
established in memory of Elizabeth Wright
Shippee ’37 that made prints available to
students, faculty and staff to rent and hang
in their rooms and offices.
“At the end of this previous spring semester, I had the chance to spend a good
five hours in the college archives, looking
through a collection of Elizabeth Shippee’s
own correspondence, which I scanned and
am working on transcribing, and it has really
been fascinating,” Robinson says. “It has
been such a great experience, and I really
feel like we’re coming closer to piecing
together the history of this collection.”
Studio art majors Charlotte Hall ’17 and
Jack Brotherton ’17 spent several weeks at
the beginning of the summer assisting art
professor Kelly Goff with a public art installation he created for the D Street ArtLAB’s
“WonderLAND” exhibition in Boston. To create the installation, titled “Lawn Containers,”
they poured urethane foam into a wooden
mold lined with silicone rubber to create 30

replicas of shipping containers ranging in size
up to five feet in length. Goff, who made a
smaller version of the project for the “P3SF”
faculty art show last fall, has been intrigued
by shipping containers for many years, having
grown up on the island of Curaçao, near one
of the largest dry docks in the Caribbean.
The project definitely came with its
challenges—from dealing with the effects

of humidity to physically moving the large,
heavy molds.
“This was an incredible chance for me
to learn as much as possible about the
large-scale mold-making process for any
future endeavors I may have as an aspiring
sculptor,” Brotherton says. “It was also great
to work this closely with a professional artist
and another aspiring artist, Charlotte Hall,
and to see how much self-discipline it takes
to be a working artist today.”
Hall enjoyed the rhythm of the work,
spending eight or more hours in the sculpture studio daily.
“For a few weeks we worked into the
weekends, and I absolutely loved it,” she
says. “Working with Kelly was the first job
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I ever had in the art world. I was on such a
learning curve every single day, and I found
it extremely satisfying.”

These days, students new to Wheaton don’t
have to wait until fall to see what college
is all about. For five years now, Wheaton
has hosted the Campus Orientation and
Registration Experience in June (known as
CORE June). Offered in three sessions, the
two-day overnight program features workshops on academic and campus life, Q&A
sessions and social activities. It’s staffed by
paid student mentors, and one of its biggest
draws is the chance for first-year Wheaties to
create their fall course schedules. As of last
summer, every class currently at Wheaton
had been through the program.
“CORE June is about getting to know
some of the members of your class, about
getting acclimated to the campus, learning about campus resources, and walking
away with a schedule,” says Andrea Holden,
director of the Office of Student Activities,
Involvement and Leadership.
CORE June also offers a chance for staff to
start addressing important issues, such as alcohol and drug use, with students before the
rush and excitement of move-in day. This
education continues with CORE August,
where students go through bystander intervention training designed to educate them
on how they can take action to prevent
sexual violence. Both programs also offer
opportunities to connect with parents.
“We knew this was a time when we could
engage parents—in August, they are so
focused on their fears, on packing. They’re
wrapped up in the drama of what’s going
on,” Holden says. “In June, they’re ready to
talk about some of the tough subjects.”

Herbalists and athletes
Every other June for more than 20 years,
Wheaton has hosted the International Herb
Symposium, a gathering of between 600 and
850 people interested in the study and various uses of natural herbs.
“The International Herb Symposium
is about growing our herbal community
internationally so that we can create a healing network and an opportunity to learn
from different traditions,” says symposium
founder Rosemary Gladstar, a resident of
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Getting to know you

Above, first-year students get
to know one another during
CORE June, Wheaton’s summer
orientation program. Left, a
vendor sells plants during
the 12th International Herb
Symposium, held on campus.

Orange, Vt. Organized by Sage Mountain
Herbal Education Center, the event brings
together many approaches to herbalism,
from the scientific and medical side of things
to the shamanic and spiritual.
The three-day event draws people from
around the United States and about a dozen
other countries, and features a full schedule
of workshops on topics such as medicinal
mushrooms, herbal antibiotics and cancer
treatment. The symposium includes opportunities for attendees to socialize, relax and
enjoy the nature of the Wheaton campus,
with yoga sessions, a free tea truck, nature
walks, drum circles, a plant sale, a vendor
area and a plant labyrinth set up on the
Dimple. This year, participants also worked
on a special gift for the college—a botanical “sanctuary garden” containing native
medicinal plants in the woods on campus.
Its first year, the International Herb
Symposium was held at a summer camp in
western Massachusetts. But organizers wanted
to give the event a more professional feeling.
“The main reason I chose Wheaton was
I liked the old nature of the college—the

beautiful, grand old trees
that are inclusive of the
work we do,” Gladstar
says. “The staff has been
so amazing here. The herbalists feel like they come
home every two years.”
Throughout the summer, Wheaton welcomes another group of special guests: athletes
of all ages participating in sports camps.
Among these programs is Wheaton men’s soccer coach Luis Reis’s Soccer’s Future Academy,
which has been offered on the Wheaton
campus for 18 years. The two-week program
serves boys and girls from first through eighth
grade, from 28 different cities and towns.
“The purpose of the camp is to expose the
local youth community to the college, and
to provide high quality instruction to youth
soccer players,” Reis says. “We have a great
student-to-coach ratio—an average of eight
to one—and we work on technical skills and
introduce tactical concepts.”
Wheaton women’s basketball coach Melissa
Hodgdon and members of her team have run
the four-day Hoop Mountain basketball camp
for girls every summer for 10 years.
“It is an extension of the mentoring and
support we give local community youth girls
during the academic year through our sports
clinics,” Hodgdon says.
Wheaton men’s soccer coach Matt
Cushing has been running Elite 8 Soccer
WheatonCollege
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Discover@Wheaton
Academies for five years, and this summer
brought the program to campus. The twoweek camp helps high school soccer teams
prepare for the upcoming season.
“We have 12 former campers on the current Wheaton [men’s soccer] roster,” Cushing
says. “It’s a great recruiting venue, with 280
prospective student-athletes on campus annually. It also gives current Wheaton studentathletes a chance to work the camp.”

College for high schoolers
While others on campus were running,
swimming, dribbling and kicking, a group of
six high schoolers from around the country
spent the month of July dressed up in business casual attire, learning about entrepreneurship and social justice and developing
their business ideas into real-world projects through Discover@Wheaton Summer
College for High School Students.
For Jonathan Schuette, a high school
senior from Houston, Texas, the program
was a chance to explore a subject he wants
to study in college.
“My school doesn’t offer many entrepreneurship classes. They offer one class,
‘Economics,’ which I took as a junior,”
says Schuette, whose mother is a Wheaton
alumna. “I thought the best way to continue
that study would be to do a class outside my
school, because I’m probably going to become a business major when I go to college.”
Noah Schultz, a high school junior from
Winchendon, Mass., is considering a career
in engineering. But he already sees the benefit of a background in business.
“Business is really a big part of anything,
and starting your own business is something
you should know how to do,” he says.
The two winning business ideas, selected
by President Hanno, Professor Miller and the
Wheaton student mentors, were Farrell’s salt
and sediment catchers and an idea proposed
by Caroline Sharpless, a high school junior
from Tampa, Fla. Sharpless had recently
become aware of the problem of elephant
poaching, and she wanted to help raise
awareness of the issue. She proposed starting a business that created unique jewelry
inspired by elephants, with a portion of the
proceeds going to existing nonprofits.
“I had two Wheaton alums in my family, so
they encouraged me to go for this program. I
was looking for something productive to do

is a vibrant program that
brings students to campus for
a personal and in-depth
pre-college experience.
Watch our website for details about
registering for next summer at
wheatoncollege.edu/summer-college.
with my summer,” Sharpless says of why she
enrolled in Discover@Wheaton. “It definitely
has been inspiring. I’ve been exposed to
social issues that I didn’t know existed.”
In the final two weeks of the program, the
two winning teams worked tirelessly to turn
their ideas into real businesses. On the last
day, they presented their projects to a room
full of Wheaton staff and faculty.
Sharpless’s group, consisting of her,
Schuette and Schultz, developed her original
idea into a company called Tantori. They
designed a series of metal bracelets featuring
seven unique traits, such as strength, patience
and intelligence, based on the Adinkra
symbols of West Africa, and have already
raised more than $1,000 of a $3,000 goal on
GoFundMe.com to start the business. The
team picked the nonprofit 96 Elephants to
receive a portion of their proceeds.
The second team, consisting of Farrell,
junior Julie Hahn of La Habra, Calif., and
junior Ben Lague of San Francisco, developed Farrell’s idea into a company called
Consalting that works with colleges and
universities to establish more efficient, environmentally friendly de-icing methods. They
discovered an organic de-icer made from
sugar beets and other materials produced
by a farmer in New England, and planned to
suggest it as an alternative to salt.
Miller says the students and their projects exceeded her expectations, and that
they have “set the bar very high” for future
Discover@Wheaton participants.
“Because our course focused dually, and
equally, on entrepreneurship and on social
change, during the first part of the course we
worked hard to teach them about social issues
that people face globally—and then we challenged them to develop ideas and proposals
that might solve specific problems,” Miller
says. “The students’ ideas, and then their willingness and ability to work together on teams
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to turn the ideas into reality, were creative and
I believe will have a real impact on the world.”
The Discover@Wheaton students weren’t
the only teens attending class on campus this summer. At the end of June, 11
young men from the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) spent two weeks getting an intensive introduction to the liberal arts. This
first-time program at Wheaton was funded
by an anonymous donor, and it may be
repeated in future summers, says Professor
of Psychology Gail Sahar, who recently
changed positions from associate provost
to special assistant to the president, to help
with programs like this.
“Most young men in the UAE tend to
go on to big universities, often for applied
topics such as engineering or finance. They
come to the West often to go to school, but
they tend not to pick liberal arts colleges,”
Sahar says. “The organization that’s sending
them is interested in having them consider
the possibility of a liberal arts college, and
feels that it’s just as good preparation to go
on for a career in finance or engineering.”
This “liberal arts immersion” program
consisted of seven mini-courses taught by
Wheaton professors—six-hour classes in
art history, biology, economics, literature,
mathematics and psychology, with an
overview of the liberal arts by President
Hanno. In between, the UAE students
attended skill sessions on topics such as
using PowerPoint and applying to college. They also took trips to the Cape and
Fenway Park, visited with MassChallenge
businesses, and engaged in other social
and educational activities.
“They each picked some kind of social
issue that they’re interested in, and were
asked to think about how you can apply
some of these disciplines to solving the
problem,” Sahar says. “It’s really a way of
looking at how you can apply the liberal arts
in the real world.”
Sahar, who helped start Summer Session
three years ago, says she’s pleased to see
how summers at Wheaton are changing.
“Summer at Wheaton is completely different than it used to be. I’ve been here 21
years, and the first 15 of those you’d come to
campus and you could hear a pin drop on the
Dimple. It was so quiet,” she says. “Now, between Explo and our summer programs, you
would almost think it’s the school year.” Q
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An

unexpected
journey
Jaclyne LaVerghetta ’08
Major: Political science
Job title: Assistant counsel, MultiPlan
(Waltham, Mass.)

KEITH NORDSTROM

LaVerghetta, a self-described political junkie,
enjoys a thriving career in law. At the age
of 16, before becoming an official college
student, she took political science courses
at Wheaton. At that time, she met (the late)
Jay Goodman, professor of political science,
who “ended up being a fantastic professor, mentor and friend throughout my years
at Wheaton as well as after graduation,”
she said. It was Goodman who encouraged her not to pursue a Ph.D., but instead
to research the Big Ten law schools. As a
result, LaVerghetta ended up obtaining her
law degree from The Ohio State University.
“Moving to Columbus was one of the best
decisions that I have ever made, and I would
not have made it without Professor Goodman,” she said. Skills LaVerghetta gained at Wheaton
continue to pay dividends in her role as assistant counsel at MultiPlan. At Wheaton, she wrote her
honors thesis on the political campaigns of 16 women in the U.S. Senate. “This experience taught
me to appreciate the importance of time management, to develop thorough research skills, and to
present information in an accessible and interesting way to an audience. The process of writing
and defending my thesis was intellectually demanding and fun,” she said. These skills translate
into her role as a transactional attorney, for which she devotes time to working out contractual
language and explaining her position and reasoning to other attorneys. “The ability to adapt to
a changing environment and synthesize large amounts of information were important skills at
Wheaton, and are vital in the professional world.”
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By Laura Pedulli

Wheaton’s alumnae/i
are prepared to take on
whatever opportunity
comes their way.
Thanks to Wheaton’s
distinctive liberal arts
experience, they’re
well-rounded, critical
thinkers and seasoned
communicators who
do well with any
major they choose.
In February, a group
of them returned to
campus for the annual
Sophomore Symposium
to share with current
students how Wheaton
poised them for great
careers—even those
that were unexpected.

Matthew Lorello ’08
Majors: Studio art, English
Job title: Marketing communications
specialist, Wellesley Fresh Culinary Services
(Wellesley, Mass.)
Lorello has found the sweet spot
between his two majors, studio art and
English, in his marketing, communications and digital media career. “My
double major ensured that my time at
Wheaton was filled with creativity, and
also critical thinking. These skills are
crucial to marketing, communications
and graphic design,” said Lorello, who
currently serves as marketing communications specialist at Wellesley Fresh
Culinary Services. Creativity and artistic
skills are necessary to produce fresh
graphic content that is received well
within a target audience. “This requires
thoughtful critical thinking and strategy,
and the ability to initiate and then imple-

ment content in an effective way with
an efficient message,” he said. Lorello’s
education at Wheaton transformed his
view of fine arts and literature, and improved his ability to connect with others.
“Wheaton’s real sense of community
helped me with social accountability
that has transferred to my professional
life. Understanding that we are all a part
of communities, and that our actions,
choices and friendships matter to the
community to which we belong, was an
important lesson for me.” He encourages
anyone entering college to broaden their
horizons by taking courses in a number
of disciplines. “The different perspectives from these new fields can be very
rewarding, and lead you down a different
and often positive path.”
KEITH NORDSTROM

Oneda Horne ’07
Major: Sociology
Job title: Director of college prep and postsecondary services, Tenacity (Boston)
Horne pursued a career in higher education because she wanted to positively
impact students’ lives, just as the faculty
and staff at Wheaton had done in her
own life. In her career, she has helped
students—notably low-income students
who are the first in their families to attend college—develop robust academic
and social skills for postsecondary
success. After Wheaton, she earned
her master’s degree in higher education
administration from Boston College. She
began her career as a college counselor
for Bottom Line, and then joined Steps
to Success, an organization providing
educational support and mentoring
for students living in Brookline, Mass.,
public housing. Horne now works at
Tenacity, which aims to improve urban

youth’s scholastic, character and
physical development by combining
tennis instruction and academic support
with a focus on life skills. She credits
her Wheaton liberal arts experience
with shaping the development of her
character and informing her professional
choices. In college, she was involved in
the Student Government Association and
the Renaissance House and served as a
senior admission intern. “In each capacity, I developed transferable skills in
the areas of presentation, collaboration
and leadership,” she said. Also, many
aspects of Horne’s professional work
are rooted in the ability to understand
and effect social change. “My sociology professors prepared me well for
this, as I learned how to use the themes
discussed in class to understand my
community, my identity, and the formation of both.”
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Joseph Braswell ’14
Major: Psychology

KEITH NORDSTROM

Job title: Teacher, UP Education Network (Boston)
Braswell always knew he wanted to work with young children.
He chose psychology to develop an empathetic view and open
mind when helping troubled children. After Wheaton, he secured a teaching position at UP Education Network, a nonprofit
school focused on struggling students. He shared this anecdote about one student: “From the start, you can tell he’s been
through a lot. He always came in with anger and would take
it out on students. After months of dealing with his behavior, I
thought I had had it. Nothing was getting to him. But the day
after my birthday, he gave me a drawing of him and me playing
in the park and it read, ‘Happy Birthday, Mr. Braswell! I Love
You!’ I realized that I couldn’t give in just because it was hard.
It would take time but be worth it in the end.” Reflecting on his
time at Wheaton, Braswell said his coursework in psychology
helped him better understand children who come from diverse situations. “My liberal arts education certainly opened my eyes to a
lot of good and bad things about the world. The inequalities, the joys—but it also showed me that I could do things to change the
world of people. I think that’s why I gravitated to and love teaching.” At Wheaton, he learned the importance of choosing a major
carefully and deliberately, and shared that insight with his preceptees when he served as a preceptor. Braswell aspires to be a good
role model. “I had teachers in elementary school whom I still admire to this day because I considered them to be good teachers.
I want my students to understand that although they come from a tough neighborhood, it doesn’t mean they can’t achieve great
things and move onto bigger things.”

Pat McCarron Scagnoli ’76
Major: Russian

Scagnoli, a Russian major at
Wheaton, had a circuitous career
path. After college, the National
Security Agency offered her a job
as a translator, but the position
was unexpectedly eliminated due to
budget cuts. She wrote impassioned
letters to legislators to restore the position, but by the time she heard back
from them, she had moved to Texas.
There, she took a job at AARP, and
later transferred to the organization’s
Boston office. Over time, Scagnoli
worked in various industries, both in
elder care services and arts organizations, before obtaining a master’s
degree in public administration and
joining Brockton Neighborhood Health
Center. “Here, you have to wear 12
hats and be versatile, and be able
to think on your feet,” she said. Her
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Job title: Director of quality and
compliance at Brockton Neighborhood
Health Center (Brockton, Mass.)

Wheaton education instilled in her
that flexibility. “Wheaton trained me
in how to think critically and how
to look at any situation, question or
problem and reason out the different answers, and think through to
what is the best one.” Her education
also taught her how to investigate,
research and write well—and broad-

ened her horizons in the areas of art
history, music history, economics
and anthropology. As a student of
Russian, she learned the art of discipline that comes from interpreting
texts. Scagnoli’s career path involved
plenty of detours and exploration,
and now she has found a professional home that makes great use

of her talents. “I’m not a traditional
person. I didn’t start out by saying, ‘I
want to be a lawyer, doctor or nurse.’
But I like what I do. I’m not clinically
oriented, but I excel at the policies
and procedures, regulatory and legal
aspects of health care,” she said.
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Becky Hemperly ’88
Major: English
Job title: Vice president of contracts,
rights and royalties, Candlewick Press
(Somerville, Mass.)
As an English major, Hemperly
honed her ability to carefully and
critically analyze text, compare and
contrast viewpoints, and learn why
every word counts. These skills
positioned her to obtain a master’s
degree at Emerson College, and
eventually land a role as a contract
executive at a publishing company.
“While it may not seem like an
obvious connection, reading and
analyzing contract language can be
a lot like reading poetry. In both,

every word choice matters and even
a slight change in wording or punctuation can alter the meaning,” she
said. Hemperly began her publishing
career as an editorial assistant at
College-Hill Press, a small imprint
of Little, Brown and Company
(LBC). She later was assigned to
work in the contracts, copyrights
and permissions department at
LBC. “Something really surprising happened; I found I really liked
working with contracts and rights,”
she said. Hemperly eventually joined
Candlewick Press as the sole contracts and royalties person. During

the past 15 years, she has grown
the department to seven people.
Hemperly credits her Wheaton
academic experience, extracurricular activities, work-study and
networking opportunities for her
success. A former member of the
Alumnae/i Board of Directors, she
said it’s important to give back to
Wheaton because of everything it
has given her. “Whenever I return
to Wheaton, I am energized by the
students, faculty, staff and others
whom I meet there. I come back to
Wheaton to recharge my batteries.”
KEITH NORDSTROM

Katie Leiby Schneider ’06
Major: Theater and dramatic
literature

KATE MILLER ’06

Job title: Events and outreach
manager, Hope & Heroes (New York,
N.Y.)
Schneider’s theater major prepared her professionally in many
ways, most notably for positions
she has held at various arts
organizations. “However, as I’ve
grown professionally, I’ve come to
understand the less obvious and
more important ways my Wheaton
education has prepared me,” she
said. “It gave me a very strong
work ethic, made me think on my
feet, prepared me to interact with
all different personalities, taught

me how to give and receive constructive criticism, and encouraged
my creativity.” Schneider ended
up at Hope & Heroes, a nonprofit
that raises money for the pediatric
oncology program at Columbia
University Medical Center, because
she was looking for a fundraising
and events position within a large
institution. “My office is on the
same floor where children with
cancer and blood disorders come
for their treatments, so I have
become close with many patients
and their families as well as with
our doctors and nurses,” she
said. “Seeing their struggles and

triumphs and being a part of their
lives provides me with motivation
to do more every day.” Schneider
says she developed confidence at
Wheaton that continues to pay off
today. As an undergrad, she spent
three years as a resident advisor,
where she faced difficult decisions
and developed her leadership
and teamwork skills. Schneider
remains involved as the nominating chair of the Alumnae/i Board
of Directors. “I continue to have
relationships with professors and
staff members who provide me
with guidance and encouragement
to try something new.”

Tim Ziakas ’04
Major: Economics
Job title: Senior managing
partner, Parkview Sports Group
(Sparta, N.J.)
At first, Ziakas questioned
how he would use his
economics knowledge in
his day-to-day life. But
soon after graduation, he
began relying on his degree
without even thinking about
it. “Economics is about looking at history, facts, trends,
numbers, and using logic

and rational thought to solve
problems. These are all skills
that I’ve used throughout my
career.” Ziakas used economics fundamentals when
purchasing, operating and
eventually selling his baseball
and softball training company. Now he is the senior
managing partner of Parkview
Sports Group, a sports facility
advisory firm that works with
clients to help them understand their investments. “My

clients are passionate, driven
and talented people who need
help taking their companies to
profitable levels so they can
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make careers out of their love
of a particular sports-related
niche,” he said. Looking back
at Wheaton, Ziakas said a
liberal arts degree provides
the fundamentals that are
useful for any career. “The
specific skills of most jobs
and careers can be learned
through employer training.
The values, communication
and critical-thinking skills that
you gain from a liberal arts
degree cannot be taught by

any employer.” His experience writing his thesis on the
economic consequences of
prescription drugs arriving
from Canada taught him
research, critical thinking and
writing skills that he uses
every day, he said. “What’s
absolutely certain is that you
will need to take bits and
pieces of all the experiences
in your academic career and
apply them at different points
in your life.” Q
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Scientist has
formula for
success:
Perseverance, perspective and a
healthy sense of humor
By Laura Pedulli

Sometimes science is messy, and not for the faint of
heart. It requires perseverance.
As a scientist currently immersed in
groundbreaking work developing less-invasive
diagnostic tests for cancer and Lyme disease, Joshua
Nordberg ’00 knows what it means to persevere—
even in the most trying of circumstances.
A sense of humor helps, which is something he
learned from Professor of Biology Robert Morris.
Like the time sea urchins started spawning in the
lab aquarium, forcing a panicked Nordberg to call
Morris at 1 a.m.
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“Dr. Bob rushed back to the lab to clean
up, laughing the whole time,” recalled
Nordberg, a biology major. It was among their
many funny, legendary moments together.
Science also requires perspective. One
summer, Nordberg struggled to work
through a laboratory protocol. “I knew the
experiment was going to take all day, so
when things started to go wrong, I got frustrated knowing it was going to go late into
the night,” he said.
By the day’s end, Nordberg had nothing to
show for his work. The slides he so carefully
prepared had nothing on them; the cells had
washed off somewhere along the process.
When Morris came by around 8 p.m.,
Nordberg declared the experiment a failure
and said it was “the worst day of my life.”
Morris smiled a little. “Did someone you
know die in a car accident? Did one of your

CATIE CLEVELAND

parents, siblings or friends just call you to
tell you they had cancer? If this was ‘the
worst day of your life,’ you’re doing just
fine,” Nordberg recalled him saying.
“I will always remember the perspective
he gave me on that day. I think about those
words often when I think I’m having a bad
day,” said Nordberg.

Focusing on microscopy
Fifteen years after Nordberg graduated from
Wheaton, the lesson he learned from the setbacks—that science is unpredictable—keeps
him grounded, focused and inspired in his
career in microscopy, a technical field using
microscopes to view objects at a cellular level.
Nordberg, who has a Ph.D. in biomedical
sciences from University of Massachusetts
Medical School (UMMS), works as a senior
technology development scientist at Seattle-

based RareCyte.
RareCyte is a small, independent biomedical technology company that was spun off
of the life-sciences microscopy company
Applied Precision, when Applied Precision
was purchased by GE Healthcare in 2011.
RareCyte is dedicated to building technology
that enables the analysis of rare circulating
cells across the spectrum of disease, which
can help answer difficult clinical questions
involving cancer, prenatal diagnostics and
infectious disease.
At the startup since 2011, Nordberg plays
a key role in developing diagnostic tests for
cancer and Lyme disease, and his work has
led to two patents.
He first learned about Applied Precision
while working as a course coordinator for “Analytical and Quantitative Light
Microscopy” at the Marine Biological

Laboratory in Woods Hole, Mass., from
2001 to 2008. The course, held every spring
for 10 days, taught researchers advanced
concepts in how to properly use their microscopes as an accurate measurement tool
rather than just to see things bigger.
Companies sent their best equipment
and application scientists to help teach the
course, Nordberg said. “I got to know Paul
Goodwin, a senior employee at Applied
Precision. I wanted to work in research and
development in the microscopy field, so I let
him know of my intentions for when I graduated from UMMS.”
But Applied Precision CEO Ron Seubert
had a different idea. He wanted Nordberg to
work at his new company, RareCyte.
“When Ron explained that they were developing the technology for a new cancer
diagnostic device, I jumped at the opporFALL 2015 31

tunity. I was brought in for an
interview, and at the end I was
asked—outright—whether I
wanted to work at RareCyte or
if I wanted to work at Applied
Precision. The choice was
mine,” Nordberg said.
As a technology development scientist at RareCyte,
Nordberg bridges together the
engineering, software and biology groups and works closely
with Seubert.
“As a startup, we all wear
many hats. It’s never boring,”
he said. Some days he conducts
biology experiments in the lab, while other
days he finalizes the assembly and calibration of an instrument, or calls customers and
coordinates a sale.
Describing Nordberg as methodical,
detailed and creative, Seubert praised his
contributions at RareCyte. “I hired Josh to
be our voice, the one who could talk to customers and understand what they are trying
to achieve,” Seubert said. “He’s done all of
that—and more.”
Seubert says in addition to being a great
communicator and listener, Nordberg has
the scientific and technical know-how
and diligence to ensure RareCyte’s novel
technology is implemented properly at client
sites. Plus, he is great to work with.
“You want to work with the smartest
people who are nice—so you can get things
done,” he said. “Josh is both of those.”

Cancer research
Nordberg has contributed to two patents
during his time at RareCyte.
The first was for a project the company
decided not to pursue. The second patent
(number 9,039,999) is a source of great pride
for the young scientist. Issued on May 26,
2015, the patent is for a core piece of technology that has implications for diagnosing
and treating cancer, among other diseases.
Nordberg’s team developed a kit that
works in conjunction with RareCyte’s custom
microscope and isolates all nucleated cells
from a patient’s blood sample and puts
them on slides. While the main focus of the
company is the analysis of circulating tumor
cells as a means for directing cancer therapy,
RareCyte is also using the technology in the
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In 2004, Joshua Nordberg ’00 and Christopher English
’03 won an honorable mention for the image above
in the international digital imaging competition
sponsored by Olympus, for creating an aesthetic
representation of mitosis, a cell cycle process.

analysis of fetal cells and infectious bacteria.
The use of circulating tumor cells in the
treatment of cancer differs from standard
methods of diagnosis, which may involve
a tissue biopsy to identify abnormal cells.
“Biopsies can be painful and they carry risks
such as infection,” said Nordberg, adding
that some tissues are impossible to biopsy
because of their locations. Another standard
method of diagnosis is MRI imaging, but that
process is expensive and time-consuming.
RareCyte’s method of a simple blood
draw is more representative of the current
state of the tumor, because old cells don’t
last very long in the blood, he said.
“Circulating tumor cells offers a more realtime window into the progress of the cancer
in a much lower-impact way for the patient.”
Blood collections can be performed
weekly in most patients to help monitor
treatment. Researchers can count the cancer
cells; a lower number of cells indicates treatment success and a rising number indicates
ineffective treatment.
“Our technology enables us to do what
nobody else can. I worked on designing and
fabricating one of the early prototypes and
running the pilot experiments,” he said. “It
was amazing to watch this product develop
from concept, to a handful of prototype
parts, to an injection-molded plastic part
made by the thousands and used every day
by our lab and now by other top-tier oncology researchers.”

His team also developed a
device that works with their microscope to retrieve single cells for
molecular and genetic characterization. By being able to isolate a
single cancer cell, or a group of
single cancer cells, the researcher
can look for mutations in specific
genes, or expressions of certain
proteins on the surface of the cells,
that may indicate how a patient
could respond to a certain therapy.
“The hope is to avoid giving a
patient a therapy that they will not
respond to that could cause them
to suffer unnecessary side effects.
Also, the physician or researcher could use
this to monitor changes in the tumor that
could lead to a patient becoming resistant to a
therapy—and help guide a change in therapy
before any disease could recur,” he said.
Working to improve cancer diagnosis and
treatment helps satisfy the part of Nordberg
that once wanted to go to medical school. “It’s
a great feeling to have every day, knowing that
we developed this tool that can make a big
impact on someone’s life and well-being.”

Targeting Lyme disease
The same method RareCyte researchers use
to target cancer is now being applied to find
rare bacteria, which include the bacterium
that causes Lyme disease.
“Lyme disease is very difficult to diagnose.
Symptoms can be so vague that it’s often
missed in early stages when it is most easily
treated,” said Nordberg.
Current diagnostics rely on detecting the
patient’s immune response to the infection
rather than directly detecting the organism
causing the disease, he said. “The biggest
problem with that approach is that it takes
time for the immune system to react. The
current tests are notoriously unreliable.”
When doctors can’t obtain a definitive result from the test, they are reluctant to treat,
he said. “The side effects and consequences
of long-term antibiotic use are well documented. What you are left with is a population of people who feel they aren’t getting
the treatment they need.”
RareCyte’s blood test aims to be more
sensitive and provide an early and more accurate and definitive diagnosis, he said.
In August 2014, the National Institute
WheatonCollege
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of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Small
Business Innovation Research Program
awarded RareCyte (in collaboration with
the Western Connecticut Health Network
Biomedical Research Institute) a two-year
$600,000 grant to support the efforts to
improve Lyme disease testing.

Joshua Nordberg ’00 received his first patent while
working at RareCyte in Seattle. The patent is for a
system that captures single cancer cells from a blood
sample using a microscopic electric grid.

to wanting to pursue a career in research.
His work in Sluder’s lab went so well that
Sluder ended up recruiting more Wheaton students, and Nordberg himself ended up circling
back to the lab as part of his graduate studies.

Reflections on Wheaton

CATIE CLEVELAND

Students often remember that one professor
who helped shape their life’s work. In the
case of Nordberg, it was the professor who
found inspiration in a student.
“Josh was one of the reasons I knew I was
at the right place,” said Morris, who joined
the Wheaton faculty in 1998 and served as
Nordberg’s advisor. “I was lucky to get a creative and thoughtful, intelligent and delightfully friendly young scientist in my laboratory
as one of my earliest collaborators.”
For his senior thesis on embryonic ciliary
growth kinetics, Nordberg utilized a newly
acquired research-grade microscope. His
time at Wheaton predated the digital imaging era (and Wheaton’s Imaging Center for
Undergraduate Collaboration, or ICUC); he
worked with then state-of-the-art equipment,
including videotape and black-and-white
video monitors to study cellular activity.
Nordberg’s experiments involved generating embryos and observing embryonic
growth. He studied cellular appendages
called cilia, which cells use like oars to move
fluid and as antennae to listen for signals.
“He figured out how to measure cellular
behaviors quantitatively and rigorously with
no other students to show him how,” said
Morris. “He observed behaviors that no one
had observed before and that have profound
implications for human disease.”
Specifically, Nordberg found that cilia
grow in stages and don’t grow uniformly
from beginning to end.
“He’d measure the lengths of the cilia as
they grew and determined they grow in steps.
They retract as the cells divide. They all grow
to this pause, and continue to grow from
there,” said Morris. “It’s very nice work.”
Nordberg innovated with his equipment to make these discoveries. He taped
transparency screens to computer screens
and figured out how to measure the length
of cilia with time-lapse video. He’d take
photographs of a TV tube in order to make
the figures for his thesis.
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Enduring impact

His work on campus had an enduring
legacy. The data he generated on sea urchin
development helped launch other students
on their research paths. His work and that of
other students also provided the preliminary
data that convinced the National Science
Foundation to support creation of the ICUC.
Some of this work is still in process today.
Nordberg presented his research at the
American Society for Cell Biology’s annual conference in Washington, D.C., in
December 1999. There, Nordberg met
Greenfield “Kip” Sluder, a professor at
UMass Worcester. Morris recommended
Nordberg for a technician opening in
Sluder’s lab. By that time, Nordberg had
switched his interest in becoming a physician
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Nordberg credits Wheaton with preparing
him for professional success.
His experience with Professor Morris
showed him how much fun scientific
research could be; and that the results of
basic science research could eventually be
applied to advances in medicine, he said. “I
liked that connection.”
As a student, he worked hard, noted
Professor of Chemistry Elita Pastra-Landis,
who recalls him as a top-scoring student on
her “Chemical Principles” exams and enthusiastic during early morning MCAT weekend
study sessions.
Nordberg said he benefited from handson research and took multidisciplinary
courses that broadened his lens when
approaching scientific problems. “Wheaton
helped round out my entire educational experience, in terms of learning how to learn
rather than getting hyper-focused on one
subject too early,” he said.
Wheaton also gave him confidence to work
outside of his comfort zone. For example, he
opted to take an advanced genetics course in
graduate school when he could have coasted
through a basic microscopy course. Also,
his decision to work at RareCyte signaled a
willingness to try something different.
“I don’t know that I would’ve had that attitude had I not had to take, say, an anthropology or religion class at Wheaton,” he said. Q
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Reunion 2015

nicki pardo

Members of the Class of 1945 gather on the steps of Wallace Library for
their class photo.

nicki pardo
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Three Class of 1965 alums, who were featured in a news article while
they were students, strike a pose with copies of the article and photos.
Left to right, Joan Makechnie Diver, Candy Yaghjian Waites and Bonnie
Page Downing.
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Members of each
Reunion class gathered
on the steps of the
library for their group
photo, including: the
Class of 1965 (above),
which won the award
for the most class
members in attendance,
with 70 alums returning
to campus; the Class
of 1995 (left); and the
Class of 2000 (right).
Go to the Quarterly
online to see more class
photos and other images
from Reunion Weekend.
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Alumnae/i from a span of class years had fun catching up, hanging out and
playing old-school games at the young alums block party during the weekend.
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Alumnae/i board candidates
Meet the candidates for the Alumnae/i Association Board of Directors (ABD)—highly engaged
graduates who have been involved with the college in many ways, from serving as class officers and
on committees to attending Reunions and other events:

Pamela Reid Graham ’85
Head of reference and
instruction at the U.S.
Coast Guard Academy
library, New London,
Conn.
Board position: National
regional chair
Why I reconnected: “I
reconnected with Wheaton
a number of years ago when a friend from Wheaton was
her class representative and was visiting Wheaton for
Homecoming Weekend. I lived about an hour away and
drove to Norton to see her and spend the weekend with
her. Not only did we have a wonderful time reconnecting
with each other, I also reconnected with Wheaton. It is
a very special place. My experiences at Wheaton, both
in and out of the classroom, really prepared me for life
after college.”
Why I want to be on the board: “A few of us from the
classes of the ’80s were chatting on Facebook, and we
talked about how our class years are underrepresented
on the ABD. Serving on the ABD would be a way to give
back to Wheaton and connect with alumnae/i. I want
to get more alumnae/i involved in regional events and
with the college. I look forward to getting to know more
alumnae/i from other class years.”
Interesting fact: “I am passionate about my work as a
librarian, but it is my second career. Many people don’t
know that before I became a librarian, I was a buyer for
TJX Corp. I bought shoes for the TJ Maxx chain of stores.”

Erica McLean Helm ’91
Family services facilitator,
Dover, N.H., school
district
Board position: National
class officer chair
Why I stay connected:
“Wheaton was home and
family for four years and
continues to be a major
part of my identity. I want to give back. I want to share
my unapologetic love for Wheaton with others. I want my
sons to see that your college experience doesn’t end at
graduation. I stayed connected because it’s what you do
for your home and family.”
Why I want to be on the board: “Being on the
ABD has been a longtime dream of mine. I have
thoroughly enjoyed the leadership role I’ve had within
my class since graduation, and I love the thought of
being able to share with fellow alums some of what
I have learned over the past 25 years. My goal is to
focus on communication. There’s a lot of public call for
‘transparency’ in many areas, but I think what people
are really looking for is strong communication. I’m
hoping we can expand our pool of dedicated volunteers
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by clarifying roles and simplifying communication. I’m
hoping to make it easy to say yes when the call comes
asking you to be part of the leadership fun.”
Interesting facts: “I’ve kept four boys alive, and I
still have a semblance of sanity. I was an EMT for eight
years. I haven’t given up hope that Shaun Cassidy is
going to respond to the fan mail I wrote him when I
was 10. I climbed the Leaning Tower of Pisa barefoot
on my 16th birthday. And if I hadn’t gone to Wheaton,
Hogwarts was my backup school.”

Eileen McDonough Kiley ’81
Vice president of human
resources and chief
human resources officer,
Reit Management &
Research, LLC
Board position: National
Career Services chair
Why I stay connected:
“The Wheaton experience
and connection is both compelling and exhilarating.
Wheaton is an agent of change for students, alumnae/i
and faculty in the best possible ways. My relationship
with Wheaton has always been positive and uplifting.”
Why I want to be on the board: “I am so pleased to
give back to a community that gives so much. My hope
is to fully support the efforts of Career Services so it
continues to enable all Wheaton stakeholders to thrive.
I believe that collectively we can open more avenues
and opportunities for all through a focused alumnae/i
strategy and with the talented Career Services staff.”
Interesting fact: “Two Wheaton alums helped me
find my first career opportunity after I graduated.
The economy was difficult at the time, and it was a
wonderful opportunity, and I ended up being a partner
at the company. They were amazingly supportive and it
truly changed my life. I am forever grateful.”

Tony Laing ’96
Postdoctoral associate, Research Alliance for New
York City Schools at
Steinhardt School of
Education, New York
University
Board position: Alumnae/i
Trustee
Why I stay connected:
“At Wheaton, I was able to
take advantage of many
opportunities, like study abroad and internships, and
most important, I made many great friends. I also
loved being at a small college and had a great working
relationship with my academic advisor, Professor
Emerita Darlene Boroviak. She continues to be a great
role model. However, attending Wheaton during the
early coeducational period was a challenge for me
socially as a young black male from the inner city. I was

often stereotyped as just an athlete and not considered
by some as a scholar-athlete, and sometimes
mistaken for another older black male student on
campus. Because of my experiences as a male student,
I have made it my personal charge to mentor students,
especially black males.”
Why I want to be on the board: “The
Alumnae/i Trustee position serves as a critical link
between the ABD and the Wheaton Board of Trustees.
Service on both boards provides opportunities to work
on very targeted projects, like re-engaging disconnected
alumnae/i. One of my goals is to regularly advocate on
behalf of the needs of the alumnae/i community and
reconnect with students at the college.”
Interesting fact: “I am a big fan of the television show
‘The Golden Girls.’ I love that show and have watched
hundreds of reruns over the past 20-plus years.”

Jane Martin ’74, P’11
The Photo Editor, owner
Board position:
President of the
Alumnae/i Association/
chair of the Alumnae/i
Board of Directors,
member Wheaton Board
of Trustees
Why I stay connected:
“I believe in the college,
the quality of its education and its role in the global
community. A liberal arts education is transformative,
and not just during the four years you are immersed in it.
Wheaton offers a lifetime of learning, through friendships
with professors and staff, regional networking and
campus events.”
Why I want to continue serving as board
president: “I have more work to do. The
Alumnae/i Association represents the single largest
constituency at Wheaton, with more than 17,000
women and men in our ranks. Alums have a lot to say,
and much to contribute, and my job is to harness that
power and those numbers. We are in the middle of an
important strategic engagement plan, with a focus on
engaging women of the ’80s, men of the ’90s, and
people of color. We are also focused on college-wide
data collection and sharing. These are critical efforts
that I want to shepherd to completion. The ABD and the
Board of Trustees have developed an excellent working
relationship over the past few years. I would like to
continue to improve that dynamic. Working together,
we can help to increase enrollment, engagement and
philanthropy. Engagement will be a big focus. Young
alums now make up half of the association. We must
find ways to bring them back to campus, and make
them critical components of alumnae/i efforts in Career
Services, APAC, regional clubs, the Wheaton Fund, and
of course, in our yearly Reunions.”
Interesting fact: “I married my best friend and partner
of many years, Helen Malone P’11, in 2009, surrounded
by many Wheaton friends. Being part of the Wheaton
family extends my own family.” Q
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Focusing on
documentaries
Alum’s work airs on HBO

George Kunhardt ’09 (above) works on his HBO
documentary. Left, he and his wife, Jackie Phillips
Kunhardt ’09, attend a premiere party for the film.
(They met at Wheaton freshman year.)

Stephen Lovekin

Movie buff George Kunhardt ’09 grew up
with dreams of one day directing an action
blockbuster.
Little did he know that the Abraham
Lincoln portrait that hung for years over
his childhood bed would shape a different
destiny. In April, HBO aired Living With
Lincoln, a documentary Kunhardt produced
that explores his family’s more than 150-year
connection with the nation’s 16th president.
Kunhardt’s great-great-great-grandfather,
a Union officer in the Civil War, gathered
nearly 70,000 artifacts relating to Lincoln,
including rare photographs, daguerreotypes
and maps. Among the collection is the
Lincoln portrait depicted on the $5 bill.
Kunhardt is a producer at Kunhardt Films,
which was started by his father, Emmywinning filmmaker Peter Kunhardt. The
Lincoln project was the younger Kunhardt’s
editorial and producing debut “and by far
the biggest responsibility I’ve ever had on a
project.”
The Wall Street Journal called the film “a
small masterpiece of scholarship and family
affection.”
In the age of YouTube, on which anybody
can profess to be a filmmaker, Kunhardt has
loftier aims.
“The responsibility lies within us to be
new and creative and to speak to people
about issues that they want to talk about or
don’t even know about,” he says. “There’s a
huge responsibility for us to make sure that
whatever we produce is top quality. The hard
part is making sure it resonates with people.”
It was a mindset Kunhardt nurtured at
Wheaton, where he majored in studio art
and created his own curriculum to include
an emphasis on film and television. Part of
the experience involved spending a semester of his sophomore year at New York
University’s Tisch School of the Arts.
Kunhardt wasn’t sure at first that he
wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps.
But after the NYU experience and several
photography classes at Wheaton, his artistic
goals came into sharp focus: “I knew that’s

what I wanted to do.”
Kunhardt worked with art professor
Andrew Howard to create his major. He
calls Howard “one of the brightest men I
know, a true creative genius in the photography and lighting world. I credit him for a lot
of my success.”
“George was sort of a pioneer at
Wheaton,” adds Howard. “I advised him to
take the time to learn his trade and in time
his opportunity would present itself.”
It did. And Kunhardt’s Wheaton experience looms large.
“I do a ton of writing in my job, and part
of my producing role is budgeting for films,
so I go back to all of my math courses,” he
says. “If I did not have a liberal arts education, I would not be where I am now.”
At Kunhardt Films in Pleasantville,
N.Y., George joins his father and brother,
Teddy, as the company’s three producers.
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Recently, he was nominated for his first
Emmy Award for his HBO film Nixon By
Nixon: In His Own Words (HBO, 2014), for
which he served as a co-producer. Prior
to that, he was an associate producer on
the Emmy Award-nominated documentary
Gloria: In Her Own Words, about Gloria
Steinem. That project aired on HBO in
2011. Kunhardt also worked on “Makers:
Women Who Make America” (PBS & AOL,
2013–14) and the “Finding Your Roots”
series (PBS, 2012–14).
Another brother, Peter, graduated from
Wheaton in 2005 and is executive director of the Gordon Parks Foundation in
Pleasantville. The late Parks was a noted
photographer for Life magazine.
George Kunhardt says he faces particular
challenges in reaching 21st century audiences.
“People’s attention spans are minuscule
nowadays,” he notes. “I find that they’re
reading less and are paying less attention to
what’s important. Documentary is a great
medium to get information out that needs to
be spread. Our job is to make it interesting
and leave a lasting impression on the viewer.”
For now, that action blockbuster will have
to wait. Q
—Andrew Faught
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Guidelines
Upcoming Deadlines

Winter 2016:
Spring 2016:
Summer 2016:
Fall 2016:

Sept. 22, 2015
Jan. 7, 2016
March 10, 2016
June 24, 2016

These deadlines apply to class
secretaries and their columns.
Submissions from classmates should
be made directly to class secretaries
before these deadlines.
We cannot guarantee the
publication of class notes received
after the deadline as production
schedules and resources require
strict deadline compliance.
Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints
(made from a negative) or digital
photos can be submitted to the
Quarterly for publication.
Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6
inches or larger and 300 dpi.
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG
and email it as an attachment to
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
How to Submit Class Notes

Email your notes to
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)
Email:

By fax:

(508) 286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still
welcome at our door. You may mail
columns or your news to:

Class Notes
Wheaton Quarterly
Wheaton College
Norton, MA 02766
Questions?

We are here to help tackle any
questions, concerns or problems
that come up as you work on your
class notes.
News about members of classes
that are not listed or do not have a
class secretary may be submitted to
the Wheaton Quarterly, preferably
by email.

Stay connected to the latest
Wheaton news
Join us on
Facebook.com/WheatonCollege
and follow us on Twitter
@wheaton
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Economist Deborah Figart ’81
focuses on workers
At Wheaton, Deborah Figart ’81 chose to major in
economics initially because she wanted to pursue
a career in accounting or international business.
However, through her liberal arts coursework
and the college’s internship program, her perspective broadened. Her interest shifted from finance
to the plight of workers—particularly those who
saw their livelihoods challenged when multinational corporations moved U.S. jobs overseas.
Figart considered working for a labor union or a
public policy think tank, but it wasn’t long before
she discovered a passion for teaching and research.
“I taught my first economics course in graduate
school in the fall of 1982, and I have been teaching
ever since.”
Figart, who has a Ph.D. in economics from The
American University, currently is a professor of
economics and education at Stockton University
in Galloway, N.J., teaching and conducting research in the areas of gender and race discrimination, labor economics and public policy.
She is one of the 50 founding members of the
International Association for Feminist Economics,
and has served her profession in a variety of elected and appointed positions, including as president
of the Association for Social Economics.
Figart also is a widely published scholar on both
U.S. and European labor market policies.
In her latest book, Just One More Hand: Life
in the Casino Economy (Rowman & Littlefield
Publishers, February 2015), she writes about the
odds against workers who are looking to casinos
as a source of dependable work. She co-authored
this book with her colleague and wife, Ellen
Mutari.
“We wondered how jobs in the casinos compared with the old manufacturing jobs. Could you
build a life working in Atlantic City’s booming
casinos?” Figart says.
The couple spent seven years interviewing 35
current and former workers, exploring a largely
under-researched area. They focused on front
line service workers, such as dealers, surveillance
officers, beverage servers and others. The workers
had collectively amassed more than 550 years of
experience.
Back when Atlantic City casinos opened their
doors in the 1970s and 1980s, people lined up
for jobs. Opportunities were available for workers
right out of high school. While there were plenty
of downsides to the job, the workers could pro-

vide for their families and often enjoyed “very real
bonds” with colleagues and regular customers.
But this is a far cry from casino jobs today, Figart
points out in her book. Throughout Atlantic City,
wages have been frozen, benefits cut, and in some
casinos the work has been reorganized to remove
individual autonomy and skill.
In addition to Just One More Hand, Figart has
written and co-written many other books, including, Living Wages, Equal Wages: Gender and Labor
Market Policies in the United States (Routledge,
2002), co-written with Ellen Mutari and Marilyn
Power, and Contesting the Market: Pay Equity and
the Politics of Economic Restructuring (Wayne
State University Press, 1997), with Peggy Kahn.
She also has written op-ed pieces for newspapers,
articles for scholarly journals and magazines,
including Dollars & Sense.
Her writing career focusing on labor issues
began at Wheaton with her honors thesis, which
explored the impact of multinational corporations
on labor, and a senior seminar paper about women and social security. Her Wheaton experience
continues to serve her well today, particularly with
her recent book.
“We took risks with our research methodology
and our intellectual span,” says Figart, referring
to Just One More Hand. “Not many economists
go out and interview people. I could not have
written this interdisciplinary book on the casino
economy without my foundation in the liberal arts
at Wheaton.” Q
– Laura Pedulli
WheatonCollege
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Tale of two heroes
A new book co-authored by Adar Cohen
’04 explores a pivotal event in American
civil rights history.
Jimmie Lee and James: Two Lives, Two
Deaths, and the Movement That Changed
America, written by Cohen and Steve Fiffer
and published by Regan Arts in New York
City, looks at the killings of civil rights activists Jimmie Lee Jackson and the Reverend
James Reeb and how they inspired the
march from Selma to Montgomery, Ala.,
leading to the passage of the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.
“Jimmie Lee and James is the first book
to give readers a deeper understanding of
the events that galvanized an already-strong
civil rights movement to one of its greatest
successes, along with the Herculean efforts
to bring the killers of these two men to
justice—a quest that would last more than
four decades,” according to a description of
the book posted by Regan Arts.
Cohen was interviewed live about the
book on August 2 on the Melissa HarrisPerry show on MSNBC.
To research the book, Cohen and Fiffer
traveled to Alabama to talk with many of
the individuals who participated in the civil
rights movement in the ’60s—conducting interviews with witnesses to the two murders,
as well as dozens of others, and reviewing
hundreds of pages of FBI documents, private
papers and diaries, memoirs, oral histories,
and newspaper and magazine articles.
The result is “a well-written, well-reported
page-turner about our collective struggle for
equality and justice . . . hopefully the last
chapter in the American Revolution,” ac-

cording to a review by Morris Dees, founder
of the Southern Poverty Law Center.
At Wheaton, Cohen designed an independent major in conflict resolution, drawing
from courses in anthropology, political science, religion and history.
In addition to receiving a George J.
Mitchell Scholarship in 2006 to study at
Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland, Cohen
won a 2004 Watson Fellowship, a 2003
Truman Scholarship in public service, and
several other fellowships and college honors.
He was also known on campus for founding the Wheaton chapter of Backpack to
Mexico, a group that collects school supplies
for children in Mexican border communities.
Cohen received both a master’s degree
and a Ph.D. in international peace studies
from Trinity College and currently works as
director of programs at the Civic Leadership
Foundation, an organization that aims to
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empower young people to be effective and
responsible leaders. He also is an adjunct
professor in the Peace, Justice and Conflict
Studies Department at DePaul University.
In their author’s note, Cohen and Fiffer
acknowledge the book’s relevance 50
years after the deaths of Jackson and Reeb,
particularly in light of recent protests over
police officers’ excessive use of force in the
deaths of Michael Brown, Eric Garner and
other black men.
As the authors write in their introduction:
“It is our hope that this book can help us
remember the great promise of American
democracy—that everyone has a voice, that
everyone can participate—and in honoring
two of its heroes, recommit us to its promise.”
Read an excerpt from the book at reganarts.com. Q

—Becca Manning
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Well-fed Lyons

All that jazz

A crowd-funding initiative launched this spring raised more
than $100,000 for the Wheaton Fund, thanks to the collaborative work of alumnae/i volunteers and Wheaton staff members. The Wheaton Fund supports every facet of the student
experience, from experiential learning and scholarships to
athletics and campus life.
Aptly called “Feed the Lyons,” the social media-driven campaign met the challenge of acquiring 325 new donors (those
who didn’t give last year or who were first-time givers) for a
$100,000 gift from an anonymous supporter. The campaign
attracted 342 new donors from its launch date on April 9 to its
close on June 12.
The “Feed the Lyons” campaign originated with the desire
to boost engagement, particularly among alumnae/i from
the classes of the 2000s and beyond, using the renovation of
Chase Dining Hall to spark fond memories
and interest, according to Molly Galler
’06, director of communications for the
Alumnae/i Board of Directors and a member of the Annual Giving Committee.
“The renovation of Chase was something
we all felt would resonate, so we started talking
about this concept of how Wheaton feeds you. We ultimately decided to go with ‘Feed the Lyons.’ The message
was: Donate to help Wheaton continue to feed its students—
mind, body and spirit,” said Galler, who is an account manager for public relations and social media
at LaunchSquad in Cambridge, Mass.
Committee members designated a
goal of 325 donors, to coincide with an
event that led to the start of Wheaton
College on 3/25/1834. They solicited the
help of Wheaton staff, who developed a social media campaign that played off nostalgia through sense of place by sharing imagery of familiar sites around campus.
The images—which were shared on Facebook and Twitter—
also offered updates on the total number of donors reached at
various points throughout the campaign. For example, “242”
was written out with Wheaton’s trademark M&Ms.
Each week staff and volunteers shared a new photo, offering
a look at progress and a little peek into the alumnae/i’s old
stomping grounds.
“We got creative,” said Scott Nickle ’11, assistant director of
the Wheaton Fund, who worked closely with Anice Barbosa,
coordinator for alumnae/i communications, on the project.
Alums showed their love of the campaign by sharing and retweeting social media posts, which made all of the difference
in the final two-day, make-or-break push to success. “People
really mobilized their personal networks to support this,” said
Galler. Q
—Laura Pedulli

Lauren Henderson ’09 is currently shining in the spotlight
of attention. She has released
her second album, “A La
Madrugada,” which is being
played on about 50 radio stations nationally and internationally. And on May 20, she
gave her first-ever headlining jazz performance at the
Regattabar in Harvard Square
in Cambridge, Mass.
“The show was a great success. We had a wonderful time
and an excellent audience,”
she said.
The Marblehead, Mass., native, graduated from Wheaton
with a double major in music
and Hispanic studies, switching her major from psychology after discovering a passion for performing. While at
Wheaton, she took master
classes from Cuban jazz
master Paquito D’Rivera
and the vocal group
Take 6, she noted in an
interview with the Patriot
Ledger (Quincy, Mass.), which
chronicled her career in a
news article this spring.
“The more performing I had
done on campus, the more I
realized music was what I really wanted to do with my life,”
Henderson told the Ledger.
“There had always been jazz
and Latin jazz in my home
growing up and my parents
and grandparents
were big music
fans. When I was at
Wheaton, I ended
up directing a singing group, singing
with the jazz band,
doing theater—every chance I
got to perform.”
After graduation, she moved
to New York City to pursue her
singing career. There she has
appeared at various venues
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in and around Manhattan,
including Birdland Jazz Club,
Minton’s Harlem, Millesime of
the Carlton Hotel, the Top of
the Standard, Rockwood Music
Hall, The National and The
Lambs Club.
She released her first album,
a mix of classic jazz covers, in
2011. Her second album, “A
La Madrugada”—Spanish for
“the dawn”—was
released March 20
and features seven
original songs, plus
five covers.
“I wrote ‘A La
Madrugada’ about
unrequited love,” she told the
Ledger. “I drew upon my own
experiences, and others and
how it developed musically
was very organic.” Q
—Becca Manning
WheatonCollege

@wheaton

Leading the way, helping researchers
Their fellow attendees may not
have realized it, but an event
at Washington, D.C.’s Kennedy
Center last April included an
impromptu meeting of two former
presidents: Bill Clinton and Michael
Zwolinski ’08, who was president of the Student Government
Association during his senior year at
Wheaton.
“It was a thrill to meet the former
president,” Zwolinski said. “He’s as
engaging in person as people say.”
The occasion was a fundraiser
to benefit the University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer Center,
with Clinton as one of the headliners. Zwolinski was there along with
his colleagues from ACT for NIH:
Advancing Cures Today. The nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group
is pushing Congress to restore
funding to the National Institutes
of Health. The group’s founder and
chairman is on the MD Anderson board.
“After the main event was over, we
expected President Clinton would leave,”
Zwolinski said. “Instead, he came and
visited with us for a long while. He was very
generous with his time.”
Zwolinski, a 29-year-old Massachusetts
native, moved to the nation’s capital after
Wheaton to pursue his passion for politics.
After working on campaigns and on Capitol
Hill, he took a job at the trade association

for college public-health programs; when
his boss there was tapped to launch ACT for
NIH, he asked Zwolinski to join him as its
managing director.
ACT for NIH says federal funding for
medical research has fallen nearly 25
percent since 2003, when adjusted for
inflation. Zwolinski spends his days meeting
with members of Congress and their staffers,
tracking legislation, and working with others
in the health advocacy community—all in
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an effort to reverse the trend.
“We’re trying to restore the
budget so that researchers in
companies and universities across
the country have the resources
they need to find cures for cancer
and Alzheimer’s and diabetes and
you name it, and hopefully help
countless patients and their families,” Zwolinski said.
“I’m not a scientist; at Wheaton I
didn’t spend too much time in the
Science Center,” he said. “I don’t
have the skills to solve these problems in the lab. But I do have the
experience to help researchers get
the funding they need so their labs
can find cures, and that’s the small
way I can contribute.”
Zwolinski said his experiences
at Wheaton—from SGA and the
Roosevelt Institution to courses
with the late professors Jerry
Murphy and Jay Goodman—were
crucial in preparing him for the work
he does today. At least once a week, he
said, he recalls lessons learned in a class
Murphy taught about how to write public
policy documents.
“I had a lot of pretty incredible opportunities at Wheaton to start to learn how to do
this, which is what I love to do,” he said. “It
has helped me hugely—probably in more
ways than I could even count or recognize.” Q
—Ted Nesi ’07
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IN MEMORIAM
1936

Jean Murray Hawkes, 99,
died on May 23 in Fort
Myers, Fla.

1938

Mary Booth Hildebrandt,
97, died on May 22 in South
Berwick, Maine, surrounded
by family and friends. Mary
was born in East Orange,
N.J., the youngest of six
children. She graduated from
Wheaton College with a
bachelor’s degree in psychology. She worked at New York
University and at R.H. Macy,
and then as a billing clerk at a
large corporation, New York
Traprock. After a few months
there, she was promoted to
secretary to the president,
and worked there for eight
years. Mary married Robert
Hildebrandt of Lansing,
Mich., and they enjoyed 61
years together. They loved
Bermuda, and traveling to see
family and friends. Robert
died in March 2009. Mary
was a longtime member of
the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Brunswick, Maine,
and was active in the League
of Women Voters, Midcoast
Hunger Prevention and
the Sebascodegan Garden
Club. Mary, Robert and
their family formerly resided in Moorestown and
Montclair, N.J., Albany, Ind.,
and Ravenna and Hudson,
Ohio. When their daughters
all migrated to New England,
the couple moved to East
Harpswell, Maine, in 1981.
Mary will be remembered as
a calm, kind and compassionate woman, a good friend and
a gifted listener.

1939

Phyllis Turner Garland,
of Duxbury, formerly of
Hingham, Mass., died on
June 23, at Newfield House
in Plymouth at the age of 97,
surrounded by her beloved
family. She was the widow
of Donald Garland. Phyllis
received her degree in French
from Wheaton, and taught
high school for several years.
She was a member of the
Hingham Garden Club, the
Hingham Historical Society,
the Hingham Tennis Club,
Campfire Girls and the
Hingham Congregational
Church. Phyllis enjoyed
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traveling, golf, tennis and
especially music. She was a
great fan of the Red Sox and
Patriots, and was a generous
contributor to many social,
educational, medical and
environmental causes.

1943

Florence Taylor Petrlik died
on June 19 after more than
a decade-long struggle with
Alzheimer’s. She was born in
Cape Elizabeth, Maine. After
graduating from Wheaton,
she worked in Boston until
she met and married John
Petrlik and they moved back
to Cape Elizabeth. When
her husband fell ill with
brain cancer, she cared for
him and their four children
at home until he died just
before Christmas in 1965. She
was a member of the Cape
Elizabeth Garden Club, the
Cape Elizabeth Historical
Society, and the Portland
College Club, and she served
on many boards throughout
her life. In 1971, she was
elected the first woman to sit
on the board of directors of
Hannaford Bros. When she
retired in 1993, she set up
and endowed the Hannaford
Scholarship Program to help
employees educate their
children. Florence was a generous and frequently anonymous philanthropist.

1944

Virginia “Ginny” Hovey
Vranicar, 92, died on June 10
in Portsmouth, N.H. She was
married to Raymond Vranicar
for 59 years, until his death in
2005. After raising her children, she worked in various
positions at the University
of New Hampshire, retiring
as a financial aid counselor.
She enjoyed playing bridge
since her college days, travel
and playing piano. She was a
longtime active member of St.
George’s Episcopal Church in
Durham, N.H., and sang in
the church choir.
Carolyn Meredith Reynolds,
93, of Ballston Lake, N.Y.,
died on July 2 at her son’s
residence after a brief illness.
She was the wife of the late
Raymond Reynolds. Carolyn
worked as an operations
analyst for auxiliary services
at Rensselaer Polytechnic

Institute for 25 years, retiring
in 1987. She was active in the
Parkside YMCA in Glenville,
the Academy For Lifelong
Learning in Saratoga and the
Burnt Hills United Methodist
Church. She was a former
member of the First United
Presbyterian Church of Troy
and the Junior League of Troy.
Neva Jane Upp, age 91, died
on May 19 in Inman, Kan.
She was born in Blue Island,
Ill. Neva Jane received her
bachelor’s degree in English
from Wheaton. After graduation, she joined the Women
Accepted for Volunteer
Emergency Services (WAVES),
achieving the rank of lieutenant. She moved to
Washington, D.C., where she
specialized in communications and intelligence, decoding portions of Japanese
messages during World
War II. Shortly after the war
ended, Neva Jane moved to
Chicago and became an editor for Time Life. She married
Robert Upp in 1948. The Upp
family lived in Boulder, Colo.,
and Kansas City, Mo., before
moving to Hutchinson, Kan.
Robert passed away in May
2009. Neva Jane received
many awards and recognition for her years of volunteer
service to Hutchinson and
various organizations. Neva
Jane also loved to read, swim
and travel.
Ruth Bestor Messenger, 93,
passed away on July 20, in
Middlebury, Vt., with her
family at her side. Her infectious laugh and twinkling
eyes will be missed by all
who knew her, but most of
all by her husband, Herb, her
lifelong love, to whom she
was married for 71 years.

1945

Eleanor “Binky” Sullivan
Finigan died on July 24 in
Concord, Mass., surrounded
by her six children. Eleanor
graduated from Wheaton
College with a bachelor’s degree in chemistry. Following
graduation, she worked for
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology on the Manhattan
Project. Eleanor was proud
to have celebrated her 70th
Reunion this past May.
Eleanor married the love

of her life, John Finigan, in
1949 at St. Agnes Church in
Arlington, Mass., and then
started their married life of
56 years in Concord. She was
a parishioner of St. Bernards
Church and a member of the
Women’s Sodality. Eleanor
enjoyed knitting, bridge and
golf and was a member at
the Concord Country Club.
She also enjoyed traveling.
The high point of her traveling was a visit to the Vatican,
where she met Pope John
Paul II.
Gloria Marshall died May
27, in Bellevue, Wash. Gloria
was born in Woodbridge,
N.J. She left college during her senior year and flew
cross-country to San Diego
to marry Nathaniel Marshall,
who was due to be shipped
out for World War II. After
the war ended, they lived
in Washington State for a
short time and then moved
back east to begin their lives
together. Gloria went back to
college in 1966 and graduated from Briarcliff College
in 1967 with a bachelor’s
degree in humanities. After
she and her husband moved
to Arizona in 1967, she
received a master’s degree
from Arizona State University
in 1975. She taught in the
humanities department of
Arizona State for several
years, and also began her
writing career. She wrote
mainly humor articles for
local magazines, had a stint
as a writer for the soap
opera the Guiding Light, and
published several books,
some humorous, some serious. Gloria shared the love
of travel with her husband
of 56 years, Nathaniel, and
they traveled to many places
around the world, especially
loving their extended time in
the south of France. These
travels inspired many of her
writings.

1946

Ruth Yates Schmitz, of
Middleton, Wis., age 94,
died on May 23. Ruth started
her professional career at
the Clara Hires Biological
Laboratories in New Jersey,
propagating orchid seedlings
in sterile culture. A year later,
she worked as a horticulturWheatonCollege

@wheaton

ist at Wheaton, supervising
grounds personnel and also
teaching introductory botany
courses. Ruth was inducted
into the Phi Beta Kappa honorary society and earned her
bachelor’s degree in 1946,
graduating as class valedictorian. Ruth received her Ph.D.
in plant physiology from the
University of Wisconsin,
Madison. She was a member
of Sigma Xi, an honorary
scientific society. After her
children were grown, Ruth
resumed research in plant
physiology and plant growth
substances as a project associate. Ruth was a founding
member of Baraboo Range
Preservation Association, and
served for many years on
the board of directors and as
secretary. She was a member
of the Wisconsin Chapter
of the Nature Conservancy,
Aldo Leopold Foundation,
Friends of Pheasant Branch,
and other local and national
conservation groups, and
worked tirelessly for the preservation of woodlands, open
spaces and natural habitat for
wildlife. An avid reader and
lifelong learner, Ruth kept up
with her scholarly journals
and alma mater newsletters.

1948

Matilda Snelling Smith died
on May 2. She graduated
from Wheaton with a degree
in art history. She also earned
a degree at Johns Hopkins
University School of Nursing
in Baltimore, Md., where she
met and married Dr. Edwin
Smith in 1951. Their marriage lasted 52 years and
produced three children.
Matilda participated actively
in many communities, including Baltimore, San Francisco,
Nashville, Boston, Norfolk,
Kansas City, Oklahoma City
and Dallas. She also had
many friends in the Lilliputian
Surgical Society and other
medical associations. She enjoyed cultural events, tennis
and travel.

1949

Marian Prochnik, 87, of
Fairfax, Va., died on July 20.
She was born in Boston. In
1958, she married Martin
Prochnik and together they
had four children. She taught
young children at the Shady

Hill School in Cambridge,
Mass., and at the Marin
Country Day School in Marin
County, Calif. She volunteered for many years for the
League of Women Voters
in Colorado and Virginia.
For more than 20 years she
volunteered for the Fairfax
County School system, primarily teaching immigrants
English as a second language.
Her kind and nonjudgmental nature made her a gentle
listener, loyal friend and wise
mentor to everyone from
children just learning to read,
to dissident students in China,
from social outcasts to childhood pals and aristocrats. For
several years, she tutored a
young survivor of Cambodia’s
killing fields. Not only did
she teach him English, she
became a supportive friend
who gave him the confidence
to overcome the challenges
of a new culture and his own
evolving identity—so much
so that he continued to visit
her more than a decade after
they first met. Marian traveled
the world and made a world
of her home.

1950

Elizabeth Bradt Krise, 87,
passed away in Hilton Head
Island, S.C., on July 10. She
married World War II veteran
Edward Krise, and moved
with him to Chicago, where
she lived and worked as a
telephone operator at Jane
Addams’ Hull House and
studied at Northwestern
University. From there, she
lived in North Dakota, New
Mexico, North Carolina,
Washington, D.C., Texas,
Maryland, Virginia, Florida
and West Germany. The
couple raced sailboats in two
Newport-Bermuda Races,
two Annapolis-Newport
Races, the Southern Ocean
Racing Conference, the
Miami-Nassau Race, the
Nassau Cup Race, the Sir
Thomas Lipton Cup Race,
the Bahamas Race Week, the
Block Island Race Week, and
many other regattas. After her
husband’s retirement, they
spent two years in Annapolis,
Md., before moving aboard
their 40-foot ocean-racing
sloop, Sandia IV, on which
they sailed the Atlantic coast
and the Caribbean for more
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than six years. They were
both licensed by the U.S.
Coast Guard as captains of
passenger vessels and operated a charter yacht service in
the Virgin Islands. The couple
settled on Hilton Head Island
in 1981. Elizabeth traveled
widely, including to all 50
U.S. states, all 10 Canadian
provinces, and more than
90 countries and territories
around the world.

1951

Annette Milliken Goddard,
85, of Methuen, Mass., died
on July 25. She was born in
Scituate, Mass., and attended
Scituate public schools.
She received her bachelor’s degree from Wheaton
and her graduate degree
from Radcliffe College in
Cambridge, Mass. Almost
60 years ago, she married
James Goddard, with whom
she raised a large family and
worked in their local retail
business. A mother of seven,
Annette was a marvel of
organization and efficiency,
and kept everyone and everything running smoothly in her
bustling household. Annette
also was a gardener, skilled
seamstress, excellent swimmer, avid sports fan, political
junkie and book lover.

1953

Janet Ten Broeck Pierce,
83, passed away while in
hospice at Tippett House
in Needham, Mass., on July
5. A former social worker
at Massachusetts General
Hospital, Janet had a lifelong
commitment to charitable
work and philanthropy. She
was a graduate of Wheaton
and Simmons College School
of Social Work. She was a
former president of the New
England Farm and Garden
Association, an organization providing scholarships
to students of horticulture,
conservation, environmental
science and other related
fields. She was also a chair of
the Massachusetts Committee
of the National Cathedral
in Washington, D.C., and a
member of numerous charitable organizations in Boston,
including the Fragment
Society and the Emery Bag.
She ran the Ladies Lecture
Series of the Harvard Club

of Boston for many years. A
lifelong devout Episcopalian
worshiping at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Castine,
Maine, and the Parish of the
Good Shepherd in Waban,
Mass., Janet was also a
member of the Margaret
Coffin Prayer Book Society.
She was a longtime member
of the Chilton Club of Boston
and the Country Club of
Brookline, where she played
on the golf team for many
years; she was also a member
of the Castine Golf Club and
the Castine Yacht Club.

Friends

Robert Roscoe, 58, assistant
coach for Wheaton’s women’s softball and volleyball
team, in June
Robert Barboza Sr., former
foreman of the carpentry
department, in June
Roland “Butch” Roberge, former maintenance department
employee, in June

Relatives

1948 John Bermingham,
husband of Janet Maul
Bermingham, in September
2014
1949 Edward Diehl, husband
of Lois Mary “Mac” McFall
Diehl, in May 2014
1952 Donald Brick, husband
of Phyllis Hahn Brick, in
October 2014
1954 Reuben Miller Jr., husband of Nancy Roy Miller, in
June 2014
1957 Arthur Largey Jr., husband of Marjorie Land Largey,
in May
1959 Joseph Robbins, husband of Lee Tyler Robbins, in
November 2014
1968 John Whitman, husband
of Christine Todd Whitman,
in July
1974 John Bermingham,
father of Leslie Bermingham
Madden, in September 2014
2002 Raymond Hawes, father
of Ellen Hawes Durbin, in
April
2007 Hamlin Jennings, father
of Ashley Jennings, in July
2008 James Ireland lll, father
of James Ireland lV, in January
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The student
becomes the
teacher
By Ted Nesi ’07
I was blessed during my time at Wheaton to
be taught by a long list of wonderful professors. Darlene Boroviak, Anni Baker, Jay
Goodman, Jerry Murphy, Gerry Huiskamp—
the list goes on. They were smart and commanding teachers, but generous with their
time and knowledge. I idolized them.
So it was a bit surreal—not to mention
delightfully flattering—when Wheaton asked
me to join their ranks and become a parttime journalism instructor this past spring
semester. The English Department’s leaders
said they hoped my experiences in my day
job, as a political reporter for Rhode Island’s
CBS-TV affiliate, would yield some useful
insights for the 10 students in my class.
I’ll never forget the moment I was given
the keys to my (shared) faculty office in
Meneely Hall. As a student I’d visited similar
offices many times in search of guidance;
now it would be my job to try and provide
it. I was excited but apprehensive.
The first thing I learned after accepting the
job was that, much as I’d greatly admired
my own professors, I’d never appreciated
just how much work it must have been for
them to plan a class. Writing a syllabus
turned out to be one of the toughest, most
time-consuming tasks I’ve ever undertaken.
It also turned out to be one of the most
rewarding. It forced me to deconstruct and
re-examine my unspoken professional assumptions and to articulate why I believe
passionately in the value of professional
news-gathering. And I could never have
done it without the guidance and support of
a number of my new colleagues, especially
English professor Lisa Lebduska, who gave
me a crash course in the art of teaching
through countless conversations and emails.
(Thank you, thank you, thank you, Lisa!)
I was extremely nervous the night of our
first class session, more so than I expected,
considering my day job is in the public eye.
I felt the weight of inexperience, but also
responsibility. Would I connect with my
students? Would I be able to teach them
anything? Would they be engaged by the
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material I’d chosen? Could I manage a class
discussion? How would their perspectives
on journalism differ from my own?
It turned out I shouldn’t have been so
worried—not due to my own skills so much
as the aptitude of my 10 sophomores and
seniors. Over and over I was surprised and
impressed by how engaged, thoughtful and
sincere they were. That was especially true
during our discussions of topics in the headlines, such as NBC anchor Brian Williams’s
suspension or the infamously flawed Rolling
Stone article on campus rape. (Don’t believe
anyone who says young people have low
standards: if it were up to my students,
Williams and the Rolling Stone editors would
be looking for new jobs today.) I learned from
them, too, and not just about journalism: they
had to explain to me what the new socialmessaging service Yik Yak is. I’m only 31, but
I felt pretty old after that discussion.
The entire experience reinforced to me

the power of the Wheaton model. Over
the course of the semester I got to know
all 10 of my students as individuals—their
academic strengths and weaknesses, their
writing styles and abilities, their interests,
their personalities. That allowed me to try
to come up with a strategy to help each of
them learn and grow despite their different
starting points, and to make sure everyone’s
voice was heard in discussions. That just
wouldn’t have been possible with the much
bigger class sizes typical at a larger institution.
Wheaton is a special place, and teaching
here has only made me prouder to call it my
alma mater. Q
Ted Nesi ’07 is an award-winning journalist, who covers politics and the economy at
WPRI-TV in Providence, R.I. The Washington
Post included him on its 2015 list of the best
state political reporters. Read more about him
online at wheatoncollege.edu.
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Sanjay Suchak

My gift.
My way.

Irene Castelot Bradford ’79
Leadership coach and writer
Married for 14 years to Bob Bradford; stepmother of two,
grandmother of one

“Wheaton remains one of my most precious experiences. As
excited as I was to begin my education at Wheaton, I felt lost as
I ventured into the world. Wheaton supported me academically
and emotionally and helped me build a strong foundation for my
life. I learned life skills that inform my coaching men and women
seeking to take their leadership skills to the next level. The friends
I made at Wheaton are very special to me, and I continue to make
new Wheaton friends today. None of this would have been possible
without financial aid, and for that I am very grateful. My husband,
Bob, and I value education highly and give to Wheaton to fund
scholarships for those who are inspired by the college’s mission and
need funds to realize their dream. Our current scholarship pledge
allows us to meet the students who make up the face of Wheaton
today. We will continue our commitment to Wheaton through
current scholarships as well as through a legacy from our family trust
for future students.”

Your gift. Your way.
Learn how you can give for the future right now.
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or
visit wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning.

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 www.wheatoncollege.edu

Multiply possibility.
James Eberhart ’03
Mathematics teacher, Miss Hall’s School, Pittsfield, Mass.
Tanglewood/Boston Symphony Orchestra residential assistant
Wheaton Fund supporter

Counts on education:
“Wheaton gave me my first chance to stand in front of a classroom
as a teaching assistant while I was a student. That led to many
other teaching opportunities, including with the Peace Corps
in Bulgaria, at boarding schools in Maine and Rhode Island, at
the United Nations International School in Manhattan, and to
my current school. The college gave me the chance to see the
world and my place in it; the confidence to go after the jobs that
I want; and the skills and experience to get those positions.”

Adds value:
“As a teacher I have the honor of making a difference in the
world every day. The difference I make is in helping to inspire the
generations to come and, especially, to help my students discover
what they are passionate about and how they can make a positive
difference in their world—whether that is within their family, themselves,
their community or the entire world.”

Knows support equals success:

BE THE
DIFFERENCE
Give opportunity. Support the Wheaton Fund.

Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

Brian Majewski

“Wheaton has made me the person that I am today and has helped to
define and expand my sense of self. As a third-generation Wheatie, I know
the importance of keeping the college strong for the success of current and
future students. That’s why I contribute to the Wheaton Fund.”

