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BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

I think, therefore I am, right?

I vaguely remember feeling super-smart
as I sat around with a group of friends in the
dining hall on steak-and-potato night debating whether or not we exist, based on what
we had studied in class that day. However,
there was sour cream involved that evening;
consequently, I was a bit distracted and
don’t remember much else.
So I have deep admiration for those who
major in philosophy and take on all of the
challenging thoughtprovoking work that
changes the lens
through which we
view life. Now I can
We are currently
see how majoring in
reviewing the magazine
the subject prepares
to refresh the design,
content, brand messaging you for just about
anything in life,
and other aspects,
because that’s what
and would like your
valuable insight. We have our alums tell us and
show us in the cover
emailed you a survey
to seek your thoughts.
story of this issue.
We know that you are
Our writer, Becca
very busy, but please
Manning, did such
consider answering the
an amazing job writquestions and providing
ing about their sucyour feedback to help us
cess that we wanted
to continue to have an
to do something
entertaining, informative
extra-special to
and engaging publication
illustrate the story—
that keeps you connected
something crazy
to Wheaton.
and creative. So we
lined up some ancient Greek philosopher
statues for a photo shoot and put some modern technology in their hands to represent
the types of careers our philosophy majors
are landing in.
The statues come courtesy of performers
from Ten31 Productions out of Pawtucket,

David Laferriere

When I was a college student, I majored in
communication arts and political science. As part
of the Jesuit school coursework, we had to take a
philosophy course.

SANDY COLEMAN

KEITH NORDSTROM

DAVID LAFERRIERE

We need
your insight

R.I. You would be amazed at the process
they go through to transform themselves into
living art statues. We were lucky enough to
be behind the scenes and thought you would
like a peek, too. (Go online to see a gallery
of the many images we took that day at
wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly.)
And some of you from the Class of 2002
might recognize someone: Alison “Ali”
LeBrun ’02. We had no idea that she works
for Ten31 until we were standing in front of
the library and I tried to give her parking directions to the Haas Athletic Center parking
lot and she said, “I know where it is; I was a
student here a long time ago.”

DAVID LAFERRIERE

Ten31 performers Eric Auger, Austin Vasconcelos
and Erica Bacon (top) before transformation; Alison
LeBrun ’02 (right) gets them ready. Wait until you see
them with Hebe in our online gallery.

LeBrun, who majored in English literature
and studio art, is a performance artist and
producer for Ten31. She also has her own
business as a personal energy coach, supporting people in rediscovering their passion
and joy in life.
She had not been back to campus since
her 10-year Reunion in 2012. But, she said,
“when I saw this job was at Wheaton, I
asked if I could be on the team for the day. It
was a fun morning.”
Yes, Alison, it sure was. Q

The Quarterly welcomes letters to the editor on topics you’ve read in these pages or on other topics concerning the Wheaton community.
Email us: quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
Or send letters to: Sandy Coleman, editor, Wheaton Quarterly, Wheaton College, 26 E. Main St., Norton, MA 02766
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@PRESIDENTHANNO

BY DENNIS M. HANNO, PRESIDENT

Sparking possibilities
Few things can match the opening of a new
academic year. A new class of first-year students,
and a new semester, bring the excitement of
hundreds of new possibilities. That has never been
more true than this year. The Class of 2020 is the
largest class in Wheaton’s history—approximately
530 young women and men from 28 states and 36
countries. They are an amazing group.

KEITH NORDSTROM

Coursework is not
the only way to learn.
To its credit, Wheaton
has always held that
belief. Campus life
is managed and directed by students to
a remarkable degree,
and those opportuniDennis M. Hanno
ties for leadership are
fabulous. In addition, the college was an
early leader among liberal arts colleges in
championing experiential learning. Through
Throughout their first week on campus,
design independent majors, such as internainternships—which at Wheaton range from
tional business, or peace and conflict studies. a paid position with a financial firm to a volI took every opportunity to ask our newest
The number of majors we offer only hints
students to share what they are interested
unteer position at a research lab—students
at what is possible for students to explore.
in studying and what they hope to do with
can apply their developing skills to have an
The very idea of the liberal arts is centered
their college degree. The answers cover
impact right away.
on exposure to a breadth of disciplines. So
a wide range of occupations and goals—
The variety of options is truly amazing.
practicing medicine and
Wheaton is able to offer
the law, changing public
so many options because
policy to promote social
the size of our student
justice, living a life in the
population allows us to
arts, starting a business,
treat every student as an
digging into a career of
individual. Our faculty
scientific research, travelare committed to that
ing the world.
idea and have been supThe breadth of incomporting unique student
ing students’ interests is
journeys for decades.
striking. What makes this
When alumnae/i talk
college so special is the
to me about their own
answer that we give to all
experiences at the colthose goals: You can do
lege, they describe the
that at Wheaton. We offer
place that I have had the
a liberal arts education
privilege to get to know
that is untethered by rigid
over the past two years.
requirements, unconAt its essence, what
strained by arbitrary
Wheaton provides is
boundaries separating
possibility—to explore a
academic disciplines, and
newly uncovered interest,
free from restriction on
pursue a passion, develop
where and how students
a set of skills, make proglearn. The result is the
ress toward a lifelong
kind of wide-open educadream. Sometimes, the
tion that is limited only by The Class of 2020 is welcomed to Wheaton with 500-plus beach balls during orientation.
Wheaton experience
every student experience ranges across a
imagination, energy and intellectual curioscan be all of these things at once. Students
wide variety of academic areas. And thanks
ity. Which is to say that it’s unlimited.
follow their own paths, and we don’t—nor
In fact, it’s hard to imagine an intellectual
to our Connections curriculum, Wheaton
should we—seek to apply a single program
interest or academic question that a student
students learn to appreciate insights and
for every individual. Instead, we aim to offer
would not be able to pursue at Wheaton.
ways of thinking that are unique to each
a singular education that responds to each
Not only do we offer 47 majors and 59
discipline from the perspective of a topic
person’s interests, talents and needs. It’s
minors, our faculty work with students to
that interests them.
something we do spectacularly well. Q

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Lead the way

“If you remember one thing from today’s
Commencement address, remember this:
Never stop questioning conventional wisdom,” she urged on a sunny May morning
full of promise.
“No matter where you go from here, you
will be faced with differing viewpoints,
and Wheaton College—our Wheaton
College—has prepared you for the world
out there, where you will live alongside
people who have backgrounds and beliefs
different from your own, and where you
will be confronted with opinions with
which you disagree,” said George, a fourterm commissioner for the Massachusetts
Commission Against Discrimination.
“In fact, over time, you will probably
come to challenge your own long-held beliefs and that will be a good thing,” she continued, “because questioning conventional
wisdom also means challenging yourself,
asking if your own opinions stand up over
time, and deciding if they make sense in the
context of an ever-changing world.”
Addressing the 399 members of the
Class of 2016 during the college’s 181st
Commencement ceremony, George credited
Wheaton for the personal and academic
experiences that shaped who she is today.
“My intellectual curiosity was sparked and
my appreciation for diversity deepened. In
fact, my time at Wheaton laid the foundation and set me forth on a terrific journey
4 WHEATON QUARTERLY

NICKI PARDO

President Dennis M. Hanno with honorary degree recipients (left to right) Faith Nondumiso Khanyile ’91, Susan
“Sukey” Nichols Wagner ’56, Sunila Thomas George ’91 and Ligia Bonetti Du-Breil ’89

KEITH NORDSTROM

that led to my becoming a commissioner
for the Massachusetts Commission Against
Discrimination—the state’s chief anti-discrimination enforcement agency.”
During the Commencement ceremony,
George received an honorary degree, as did
three other alumnae: Ligia Bonetti Du-Breil

NICKI PARDO

’89, executive president and chief executive
officer of SID Group, a Dominican Republicbased company that produces and exports a
diverse range of products; Faith Nondumiso
Khanyile ’91, a founding member, chief
executive officer and director of WDB
Investment Holdings Pty Ltd., a private

KEITH NORDSTROM

In a world filled with
inequities and the
denial of basic human
rights, often supported
by widely held beliefs
and opinions, keynote
speaker Sunila Thomas
George ’91 challenged
Wheaton’s graduating
seniors to courageously
speak up for what needs
to be changed.

NICKI PARDO

KEITH NORDSTROM

When President Hanno asked whether they were
ready to graduate, the Class of 2016 (above) had the
answer: Yes! Class officers (right) got the day started
carrying the class flag in the procession.

equity investment arm of WDB Trust, based
in Johannesburg, South Africa; and Susan
“Sukey” Nichols Wagner ’56, a Trustee
Emerita of Wheaton and an active philanthropist, supporting programs in the United
States and abroad that further social and
economic equality, public health, conservation and education.
More than 500 alumnae/i were on campus
for Commencement Reunion Weekend,
coming from 32 states and several countries,
including Canada and Israel. President Dennis
M. Hanno gave a special shoutout to seven
graduates from the Class of 1946, who were
celebrating their 70th Reunion.
In his closing remarks before handing out

KEITH NORDSTROM

diplomas, the president pointed out that seniors have had a great impact on Wheaton—
from the Student Government Association
team that provided a strong voice for students
to the student-athletes who served as constant reminders of what can be done through
hard work and dedication.
“Class of ’16, you are an amazing group
of individuals who have come together to do

amazing things here at Wheaton,” he said. “I
hope that you will treasure the memories of
your time here as much as I will treasure the
time I had with you. … You will always have
a home here.” Q
—Sandy Coleman

More online
wheatoncollege.edu/commencement
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Graduates heading off into the world of work
Rebecca Arnone
Hometown: Litchfield, N.H.
Major: Psychology
Job: Community support counselor
at the Center for Life Management,
Derry, N.H.
Duties: Working with children
and their families to provide direct
support within the community,
documenting and articulating
treatment interventions, and
communicating strategies to the
clinical team
Getting the job: “I got my job

through a hometown connection;
however, I did receive help and
career guidance from Lisa Gavigan
in the Filene Center for Academic
Advising and Career Services. She
helped me rewrite and finalize
my résumé so that it would be
appealing to employers. She also
assisted me in my job searches
early on and gave me confidence in
reaching out to companies.”

that I have learned through my
undergraduate courses to my new
job. I also am excited to take the
skills that I have gained from my
internships and advance them
in a real line of work. My job is
directly related to the field that I
am interested in, and although it
is just a start, I know that it will be
extremely beneficial to my goals
later in life.”

Looking forward: “I am extremely
excited to apply the knowledge

Walker Fuchs
Hometown: Mattapoisett, Mass.
Major: Biochemistry
Job: Research technician at DanaFarber Cancer Institute, Boston
Duties: “I will be assisting in
lab experiments to further our
understanding of the mechanism
that the body uses to repair
damaged DNA.”
Getting the job: “I was fortunate

to have had an excellent experience
in the labs of professors Bob Morris
and Matt Evans while at Wheaton,
which prepared me for this job.
Through the Filene Center and past
students’ assistance, I was able to
prepare a successful application for
this job, which I found through the
Dana-Farber website.”

forward to being in a challenging
research environment, where I can
hone my skills as a scientist and
learn. I hope to use this experience
as a guide to find a graduate
program in a subject I am inspired
by.”

Looking forward: “I am looking

Kelsey Babcock
Hometown: Brentwood, N.H.

biology work with viral vectors.”

Major: Neuroscience

Getting the job: “The research
experience I gained by conducting
rodent research as a volunteer in
Professor Meg Kirkpatrick’s lab
and for credit in Visiting Assistant
Professor Stephanie Penley’s
lab were instrumental in helping
me get this position. These
research experiences, as well
as my coursework and research
experience at the University of New
Hampshire, funded by a Wheaton
Fellowship, prepared me to be a
competitive candidate. Professor
Bob Morris helped me craft a
scientific résumé, and Marianne
Singer in the Filene Center also
helped me edit résumés and cover

Job: Technical assistant at
Wickersham Laboratory at the
McGovern Institute for Brain
Research at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Cambridge,
Mass.

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM

More online
Read about more
job success online,
wheatoncollege.edu/
quarterly.
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Duties: “The Wickersham Lab
specializes in creating novel genetic
techniques for neuroscience. My
duties will include managing the
transgenic/knock-in mouse colony
by controlling breeding strategies
and genotyping the mice. I will
also perform mouse surgeries,
histological analysis of mice brains,
and basic cell culture and molecular

Elizabeth
Burrill,
social
worker

Julia
Morneau,
quality
assurance
engineer

Sara
Morrow,
resource
technician

letters while providing interview
tips and practice. Wheaton’s small,
hands-on neuroscience courses,
such as “Neurobiology” and
“Behavioral Neuroendocrinology,”
gave me the opportunity to develop
specific skills that I could talk about
in my cover letter and during my
interview.”
Looking forward: “I am looking
forward to learning about the use
of viral vectors in genetics and
managing a transgenic mouse
colony. I am excited to be able to
go to work in a lab every day where
I can expand my knowledge and
contribute to improving the quality
of life through neuroscience.”

Lilia
Trissler,
educator

Lithia Helmreich
Hometown: Clinton Corners, N.Y.
Major: Computer science
Job: Data illustrator/software
engineer at Olark, Ann Arbor, Mich.
Duties: “This is a software
engineering position with a special
focus on data visualization. I’ll be
working on the software in general
(debugging issues, creating new
features), but the unique part of
my role will involve creating new

visualizations of client data to help
them understand the impact of our
software.”
Getting the job: “I spent the
summer after my sophomore year
with the Lexomics research team,
led by Professor Mark LeBlanc,
using my Balfour summer grant
money. While I was there, I learned
D3, a JavaScript library that
allows you to create interactive
and complex visualizations. This

was the specific skill that Olark
was looking for, and got me the
internship with them that led
to my job offer. I really couldn’t
have gotten the position without
the unique research opportunity
Wheaton provided.”
Looking forward: “I am superexcited to continue working in a
field that I am passionate about and
to have the opportunity to work in a
city I already know I love.”

Sarah Hilton
Hometown: South Orange, N.J.

to host events, and represent the
museum at external community
events.”

Majors: History and public policy
studies

Getting the job: “During the
summer, after my freshman year,
I interned at the museum in the
education department with the
help of a Wheaton Fellows grant
and got to meet most of the staff
there. I’ve kept in contact with my
supervisors and visited the museum
during my time at Wheaton. This
year I reached out to them and let

Job: Programs manager at the New
Bedford Whaling Museum, New
Bedford, Mass.
Duties: “I will be managing annual
lecture series, conferences and events
at the museum, and coordinating
special events like gallery openings
and fundraising events. I also will be
working with community nonprofit
and corporate partners of the museum

my supervisor know that I would
be graduating soon. Although there
wasn’t an opening in the education
department, he directed me to his
colleague, who was looking for a new
programs manager. In the end it was
the connections I had made as an
intern that helped me get my foot in
the door.”
Looking forward: “I’m looking
forward to working with a variety
of groups in the New Bedford
community.”

Jacob Horowitz
Hometown: Falls Village, Conn.
Majors: Mathematics and
economics
Job: Associate data scientist at
Premier, Inc., Charlotte, N.C.
Duties: Data preparation and
analysis, working with clients,
client operations and development
staff to acquire, assemble and
prepare data sets for analytic
projects, among other duties
Getting the job: “Double
majoring in mathematics and

economics helped me figure out
my occupational interests. I use a
lot of the ideology I learned in both
fields. I was Programming Council
chair my senior year, and I went
to a lunch with Trustees. There I
spoke with Keith Figlioli, who is
Premier, Inc.’s senior vice president
of healthcare informatics. We
spoke about my interests regarding
actuarial science and predictive
analytics, and he directed me to
one of his contacts on the data
science team in Charlotte, where

the company’s main headquarters
are located. After many emails,
phone calls, and a trip down to
Charlotte, I accepted a job offer on
February 16.”

friend; however, the Filene Center
(mainly Ben Chalot, Filene Center
associate director) has helped
me find internships over the past
few years, which was crucial in
gaining experience in my field.
Additionally, I’ve spent the past four
years meeting with student tutors
and Ben, revising and updating
my résumé. Through my film and
new media coursework, I’ve been
able to develop my graphic design
skills and also learn how visuals
of all mediums play a pivotal role

in supplementing promotional
material.”

Looking forward: “I look forward
to having the opportunity to
dive into real-world application,
utilize new software, and see
comprehensive results. Charlotte
also seems like a cool city and a
new adventure.”

Josh Zaleznik
Hometown: Newton, Mass.
Major: Film and new media
Job: Graphic designer, ASA
College, Miami, Fla.
Duties: Working with the athletics
department to create promotional
materials for events; photographing
and videotaping school events;
editing promotional videos; and
designing email and social media
supplemental material.
Getting the job: “I was referred
to ASA College through a family

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

Looking forward: “I’m excited
about being the sole content
creator for the Miami campus
(ASA has three campuses). While
it’s a lot to take on, my studies at
Wheaton make me feel confident
in my ability as a graphic designer
and filmmaker, and the job has a lot
of area for growth over the next few
years.” Q
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Fulbright wins

KEITH NORDSTROM PHOTOS

Seniors receive scholarships to teach, study abroad

Kristen Anderson ’16

Nataja Flood ’16

Kathryn Hegarty ’16

Among the Class of 2016 graduating seniors are four
students who have been honored with Fulbright
Scholarships, and five more students received other
prestigious awards.
Wheaton consistently has been recognized for its efforts to prepare students to
win U.S. Fulbrights—an honor the college
has received for 11 consecutive years.
Operated through the U.S. Department of
State, the Fulbright Program provides grants
for recent graduates, graduate students and
young professionals to conduct independent
study or research abroad or to engage in
English Teaching Assistantships at more than
65 locations around the world.
Kristen Anderson ’16, a double major in
education and English, received an English
Teaching Assistantship to teach in Turkey.
As an undergraduate, she spent a semester
abroad in Italy and worked as an English and
writing tutor. She is planning a career teaching English as a second language.
Nataja Flood ’16, who majored in
education, English, and African, African
American, diaspora studies, received an
English Teaching Assistantship to teach
in Greece. A Posse Scholar, Flood held
a number of leadership positions on
campus, serving as class representative on
the Student Government Association and
as president of Class Council, the iSpeak
8 WHEATON QUARTERLY

Wheaton consistently has
been recognized for its efforts
to prepare students to win
U.S. Fulbrights—an honor the
college has received for 11
consecutive years.
poetry club and Renaissance House. She
studied abroad in the United Kingdom and
in South Africa, and received a summer
fellowship to teach high school students
at Robert College in Turkey. She also was
honored in the spring with the Martin
Luther King Jr. Legacy Award at Wheaton’s
inaugural MLK Legacy Celebration. She is
interested in a career in education.
Kathryn Hegarty ’16, a double major
in biology and Hispanic studies, received
a Fulbright Research Grant to study
green and hawksbill sea-turtle nesting
preferences on Redang Island, Malaysia. A
May Fellow and Balfour Scholar, Hegarty
conducted previous turtle research on
Cape Cod, where she observed the local
terrapin population. She also studied
abroad in Italy and Spain. Hegarty plans

Elisabeth Hodge ’16

to pursue a master’s degree and Ph.D. in
marine biology, with a specialization in
herpetology, and to continue her work
with turtle conservation
Elisabeth Hodge ’16, who majored
in dance, education and mathematics,
received an English Teaching Assistantship
to teach in Malaysia. A Davis International
Fellow, Hodge served as program director for an English education program in
Mauritius, after volunteering there the
previous summer as a teacher. She also
spent a semester studying abroad in New
Zealand. On campus, she served as a tour
guide and ambassador coordinator in the
Office of Admission and as co-captain of
the Wheaton College Dance Company and
teaching assistant to Cheryl Mrozowski,
professor and director of dance. She is
interested in a career in education.
Wheaton students have won 96 Fulbright
awards since 2000 and more than 200
prestigious national awards overall, such as
Rhodes, Marshall and Truman scholarships.
In addition to Fulbrights, Wheaton students also received the following awards
this spring: Kelvin Kweku Ampem-Darko
’17, Humanity in Action Fellowship; Kylie
Brewer ’16, French Government Teaching
Assistantship; Audrey Dubois ’17, Beinecke
Scholarship; Javon Mullings ’16, Watson
Fellowship; and Rebecca Rosenzweig ’19,
Projects for Peace grant. Q
—Becca Manning
WheatonCollege

@wheaton

The code of learning
Watson Fellow to study youth robotics programs

To be clear, robots served as
subjects for Mullings to design and
build. As a high school student,
Mullings joined a robotics competition club and discovered the
lure of computer programming
and creative problem-solving. It
changed his life.
“Robotics involves structural
and computational innovation that turns one’s mind into
a problem-solving machine. I
know it did for me,” he said. “I
want to discover how communities worldwide are impacted by
youth robotics programs.”
Mullings won a Thomas J.
Watson Fellowship that will allow
him to explore that question by
observing and serving teenagers
participating in robotics clubs in
Cambodia, India, Ireland, South
Africa and Japan.
“I want to know how these
experiences influence not only
the lives of those involved but
also the communities to which
they belong,” said Mullings, a
Wheaton Posse Scholar from
Brooklyn, N.Y.
The Watson Fellowship
provides a one-year, $30,000
grant for purposeful, independent study and travel outside the
United States. The fellowship
allows students to develop and
pursue an original project that is
personally significant to them.
High school robotics clubs
hold great significance for
Mullings. He got involved as a
high school freshman at Boys and
Girls High School in East New

York, with an eye toward improving his college admission application, not realizing the ways in
which he would be changed.
“It allowed me to think differently in terms of solving
problems,” Mullings said, adding
that building a robot to handle a
specific task, such as picking up
items, teaches both creativity and
the importance of a disciplined
process. “It’s not about the specific problem. It’s the process you
go through that’s important. You
can apply that process to any
problem you encounter.”
At Wheaton, Mullings took his
interest in computer programming
and science in a new direction,
choosing to double major in
bioinformatics and business and
management. Since the second
semester of his freshman year, he
has worked in Professor of Biology
Bob Morris’s lab, applying computer analysis techniques to study
the growth and development of
cilia (slender, microscopic, hairlike structures that extend from the
surface of nearly all mammalian
cells). He also has developed his
skills in bioinformatics research
through summer internships at
Harvard and Cornell university
research labs.
Beyond the class and the lab,
Mullings has sampled the breadth
of Wheaton’s offerings, from participating in theater and working
as a resident assistant to competing as a sprinter on the track and
field team. He had never run track
in high school, but dove into it

after being inspired by former
Wheaton track star Ashante Little
’14, who won the indoor and
outdoor national championships
in the 400-meter dash.
“The reason I started was that
people told me I couldn’t do it,”
he said.
Mullings hopes someday to
work in the pharmaceutical industry and to eliminate economic barriers to drug development. In fact,
he presented a plan for pooling
the research expertise of graduate
students to advance development
of new drugs at a social entrepre-

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

neurship event Wheaton held at
MassChallenge last fall.
For the next year, however,
Mullings will be focused on
exploring clubs similar to the one
that helped him get started in
computer programming. The task
of spending a year abroad and
conducting a study in unfamiliar
countries and cultures will be a
challenge, he admits, but one that
will be a learning experience.
“This next year is definitely
going to be an investment in
myself,” he said. Q
—Michael Graca
FALL 2016 9
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Javon Mullings ’16 credits robots with
helping him to discover his interest in
bioinformatics, a discipline that combines
computer science and biology.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Documentary film students strike a pose in the Marion B. Gebbie Archives, where they spent time researching objects about which they created short films.

Story to screen
Students learn basics of documentary filmmaking
A student skilled at card tricks. The
curious popularity of a new health drink.
An elaborate Egyptian opera, never
performed, that lives on the shelves of
the Wheaton archives. These are just
a few of the stories students explored
through film last spring in Assistant
Professor of Filmmaking Patrick Johnson’s
“Documentary Storytelling” course.
“The goal of the class is to give students
exposure to the conventions of the short
documentary film and provide them with
tools and techniques to successfully produce
their own,” Johnson said. “In my opinion,
there is no better way of learning than being
actively engaged in the making process. You
try, succeed or fail, learn and repeat.”
During the semester, students made two
solo films as well as three in-class films as
part of small groups. Both opportunities
provided unique lessons and challenges.
“Working in class is a great experience,
because we can work with our peers and
collaborate on the filmmaking process,
while out-of-class projects let us explore our
individual interests,” said Josh Zaleznik ’16,
a film and new media studies major.
10 WHEATON QUARTERLY

In class, Zaleznik worked on a video highlighting the Wheaton Autonomous Learning
Environment, or WHALE Lab. Outside of
class, he produced a piece about a Wheaton
student and former Boy Scout who practices
his survival skills in the great outdoors.
For some students, adjusting to the style
of documentary filmmaking was its own
challenge.
“Since documentaries are not scripted like
fiction films, the story has to be composed
throughout the process of interviewing,
researching, shooting and editing. Sometimes
it’s hard to find a clear story, and a lot of
thinking has to be done,” said Eleanore Levine
’18, a film and new media studies major.
The documentary class offered another
way to explore filmmaking, and Levine said
she has picked up valuable new skills.
“I’ve learned a lot about a side of
filmmaking I wasn’t familiar with, and
especially how there really is a story in
everything,” she said.
For one of their in-class projects, the students teamed up with Zephorene Stickney
Helmreich, who oversees the Marion B.
Gebbie Archives and Wheaton’s Special

Collections. The students selected items—
such as a Florida voting booth from the
2000 presidential election or a 19th century
woman’s corset—conducted research and
collected clips to develop short films that
explored each item’s history.
“They made archival materials ‘come
alive’ in a manner that usually only lives
inside my head, and I am delighted that they
were able to see and capture the potential
for these otherwise inanimate objects,”
Helmreich said.
The archives project was a favorite of
Lauren Hirata ’16, a double major in film
and new media studies and religion. Hirata’s
film focused on an opera, The Diadem of
Stars, which was written by a woman based
on conversations she claimed to have had
with the Egyptian god Ra.
“It was incredibly interesting to hear about
the history of the composer as well as see
sketches of set pieces and costumes,” Hirata
said. “I was able to take a new creative
approach to the film, and it worked really
well. Seeing myself take a risk that resulted
in a successful product was rewarding.” Q
—Becca Manning
WheatonCollege
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Tribeca Film Festival screens documentary
student had hand in editing
On a Tuesday this past
spring, after his last class
ended at 3:30 p.m.,
Khalid Al-Sudairy ’17
headed to New York City
to see a film.

But this wasn’t an ordinary night at the
movies. Al-Sudairy was off to the Tribeca
Film Festival in Lower Manhattan to see the
documentary film he’d had a part in editing.
The documentary, Tickling Giants, tells the
story of heart-surgeon-turned-talk-showhost Bassem Youssef—nicknamed “the Jon
Stewart of Egypt”—and the ways he uses
humor and satire to speak out against a
repressive government.
For Al-Sudairy, the experience of seeing
the final film on the big screen—and his
own name in the credits—was “out of this
world.”
“The feeling I had walking into the theater,
watching the movie, and especially after the
movie when I saw everyone and reunited
with the people I worked with all summer,
was beyond anything I had ever felt,” he
said. “I always get an amazing thrill out of
editing and showing my own films, but the
feeling I got after watching the movie was
just incredible.”
Al-Sudairy, a film and new media studies
major from Saudi Arabia, found out about
the internship last summer through his sister,
Jawaher, who works in urban planning in
New York City and helped him connect with
film director Sara Taksler (who is also senior
producer at The Daily Show, where she
worked with the real Jon Stewart). Taksler
set Al-Sudairy up with an interview with the
film’s producer and assistant editor.
Though Al-Sudairy is listed as a production
assistant in the film’s credits, his internship,
which ran from late May to August 2015 in
New York City, involved much more.
“At first my duties were simply to be an
intern and do research, emails, funding management and office work. That only lasted
about a week or two, as they needed more

COURTESY OF TICKLING GIANTS

Khalid Al-Sudairy ’17 (plaid
shirt) attended the 2016
Tribeca Film Festival in
Lower Manhattan in April
for the screening of Tickling
Giants, a documentary film
he worked on during a 2015
summer internship.

assistant editors,” Al-Sudairy said. “They
taught me how to use Avid, the editing
software. Luckily, with my background in
multiple editing software programs, I caught
on pretty quickly.”
Soon he was working eight-hour days and
was assigned his own computer so he
could spend more time editing.
“The group I worked with was just amazing, and they really made my time there
unforgettable,” he said. “I learned everything from using completely new software
to learning how a real feature documentary
is edited.”
After the internship ended, Al-Sudairy
kept in touch with the producer, who let
him know as soon as the film was accepted
to the Tribeca Film Festival so he could
purchase a ticket.
On the night of the screening, Al-Sudairy
and his friend and roommate Abraham
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Ziner ’17 arrived at the
theater just 25 minutes
before showtime—and
they were back on the
road to Wheaton by
midnight in order to catch their classes the
next morning.
Also there to see the film were AlSudairy’s sisters, Jawaher and Sara, and his
brother-in-law Mashhour Al-Ibrahim.
“I thought the final film was really good. It
really did exceed my expectations,” he said.
“Beyond everything, it really did mean the
world that they were there with me. I shared
that moment with some of the most important and influential people in my life.”
With plans for a career in film production,
Al-Sudairy gained additional experience this
summer when he returned to Saudi Arabia
to work on two documentary film projects
with his sister Jawaher.
“Beyond that, I will be pushing myself to
make short films during my free time, as I
just simply love being behind the camera
and editing my work,” he said. Q
—Becca Manning
FALL 2016 11
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Digital humanities leads to Beinecke award

Audrey Dubois ’17

When Audrey Dubois ’17 looks at a book,
she sees not only the words on the page but
also a story hidden between the lines and
among the author’s habits.
A double major in English and philosophy,
Dubois is exploring the power of digital humanities scholarship—the use of computeraided analysis of texts—to uncover insights
about the authorship of prose and poetry
as well as the cultures that gave rise to a
particular work of literature.
She has received a significant boost in her
ability to continue her explorations by winning a Beinecke Scholarship. She is one of
20 undergraduates nationwide to receive the
$34,000 award for graduate studies.
“I wasn’t even sure I was going to go
to grad school until this scholarship came
through,” Dubois said, explaining the impact
that the prize will have on her future.
A program of the Sperry Fund, the
Beinecke Scholarship supports highly motivated students in pursuing graduate study in
the arts, humanities and social sciences.

“I view what I do as both ‘literary archaeology’ and ‘literary anthropology,’” Dubois
said. “My goal is to reconstruct the past by
piecing together fragmentary material while
at the same time creating an understanding
of the particular culture of specific authors.”
Dubois discovered her interest in digital
humanities from a course at Wheaton on
medieval literature taught by Professor of
English Michael Drout. The class ended with
Dubois receiving the opportunity to intern
with the Wheaton Lexomics research group,
which develops and employs computer
programs to analyze texts. During her internship, Dubois examined the poetic meter
of Beowulf, identifying patterns within the
Anglo-Saxon epic poem.
While she hasn’t yet chosen a graduate
program, Dubois is certain that she will
continue to explore the use of computers in
analyzing and understanding literature and
what it can reveal about our past. Q
—Michael Graca

Rebecca “Becca” Rosenzweig ’19 keeps
close to her heart friends on the other side of
the world—refugees who escaped Myanmar
only to struggle to overcome poverty in
Thailand.
Now, thanks to a $10,000 grant from
Projects for Peace, she spent the summer
coordinating the building and operation of
a student-run shop so young refugees can
develop business skills to improve their longterm career prospects, and futures.
Rosenzweig, who in spring 2016 became
the first freshman at Wheaton to win the
Projects for Peace grant, has visited Thailand
multiple times over the years, as a family
friend lives there. In high school, she volunteered there for a summer, teaching English
and befriending refugees known as the
Karen people—villagers persecuted by the
Myanmar government who fled to Thailand.
“I became really close with some of the
refugees, and then I heard stories about how
many of the people are stuck in a cycle of
poverty,” she said.
12 WHEATON QUARTERLY
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First Wheaton freshman wins Projects for Peace grant

Rebecca “Becca” Rosenzweig ’19

Many of these refugees do not speak Thai,
nor have the vocational skills to find jobs. In
search of work, occasionally they leave their
villages and move to cities. Often, they end
up in modern-day slavery and trafficking

situations, Rosenzweig said.
“The Karen refugees are kind, down-toearth and intelligent people. It is the most
welcoming community I’ve ever met,” said
Rosenzweig, who also is interested in contemplative studies.
It was during her First-Year Seminar
class at Wheaton when she learned of the
Project for Peace grant. In the course “Social
Empowerment Through the Performing
Arts,” students were required, as an exercise,
to develop an idea for a Projects for Peacelike proposal.
The Projects for Peace grant itself calls
on youth to design grassroots projects
that promote peace building. The grant is
possible thanks to funding from the late
Kathyrn Wasserman Davis, who chose to
celebrate her 100th birthday by committing
$1 million for Projects for Peace. She was
the mother of alumna Diana Davis Spencer
’60 and received an honorary degree from
Wheaton in 2008. Q
—Laura Pedulli
WheatonCollege
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Teaching the power of presence

Griffin has been working to spread
mindfulness techniques in five local schools
for years, and has provided many Wheaton
students with training to carry out the ongoing
work and secured experiential learning
opportunities for them. During the spring
semester, Hannah Zack ’18 and Arielle Klopsis
’18 spent six weeks collaborating with Griffin
and for the first time implementing on their
own the mindfulness protocols developed by
Griffin to help elementary school children
improve their educational experience
and even their interactions outside of the
classroom.
Zack, a psychology and sociology
double major, and Klopsis, a member of
the varsity tennis team and a neuroscience
and Hispanic studies double major, worked
with three fourth grade classes and one first
grade class. The lessons focused on inspiring
kindness, mindful eating, and listening and
visualization, and offered various breathing
techniques to control emotional responses.
One morning in May, a group of first graders in the classroom of Brooke Alam Beach
’07 sat on a rug in a circle as Zack and Klopsis
led them through a meditation exercise.
“Did any of you use your mindfulness this
week?” Zack asked afterward.
Each student took turns answering.
“When I was playing outside my brother

KEITH NORDSTROM

There is a difference
between being present
(showing up), and really
being present (purposefully
aware of everything that
is happening in each
moment). The students at
the Paul Cuffee Charter
School in Providence,
R.I., learned to put into
practice the latter, courtesy
of Professor of Education
Mary Lee Griffin and her
student collaborators.

Arielle Klopsis ’18, above left, and Hannah Zack ’18
teach mindfulness techniques to students in the
first grade classroom of teacher Brooke Alam Beach
’07 at the Paul Cuffee Charter School in Providence,
R.I. Professor Mary Lee Griffin, left, with Beach, has
worked to spread these practices in local schools.

kicked my leg,” one girl reported, “and I
took a deep breath [before reacting].”
“That’s really great,” Zack told her.
In addition to encouraging students to
talk about their experiences, Zack and
Klopsis also asked them to write in journals
throughout the week.
Beach, who majored in anthropology with
a minor in elementary education, has been
teaching at the charter school since 2009.
“The curriculum at the Paul Cuffee school
has always had a strong focus on socialemotional learning. We have worked really
hard to teach children how to be self-aware,
resilient and to empower themselves,” said
Beach. “The mindfulness techniques lend
themselves to these goals so naturally. I also
believe that exposing kids to these techniques early on helps them learn the value
of self-talk and in turn allows for greater risk
taking. When kids are truly present and are
able to regulate their feelings and emotions,
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incredible learning can take place.”
Professor Griffin, whose research has included exploring mindfulness practices and
their effect on young readers and writers,
has incorporated the practices into several
of her courses at Wheaton.
“I really enjoy working with the Wheaton
students,” said Griffin. “They bring a youthfulness to this work, real enthusiasm and
passion.”
Both Klopsis and Zack, who did this
work as an independent study course, say
they have learned a lot about managing a
classroom and drawing students out of their
shyness so that they can express themselves.
“The work is important because there
has been research done to show that
mindfulness can affect cognitive processes
and physical brain structures,” said Klopsis.
“We have also seen a lot of improvement
with gratitude and being thankful for the
little things that they have.”
Added Zack: ”They loved asking
questions about college and I think they
looked at us as role models. It doesn’t take a
lot to make an impact in someone’s life.” Q
—Sandy Coleman
FALL 2016 13
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Wheaton appoints new provost

“Renée’s strengths in working with others
to develop innovative programs and advance
academic excellence make her uniquely
well suited to collaborate with our faculty
and staff,” said President Dennis M. Hanno,
in announcing White’s appointment. “Her
open and creative approach to leadership as
well as her deep appreciation for Wheaton’s
liberal arts mission make her a perfect fit for
the Wheaton community.”
White previously was the dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Simmons
College in Boston. After assuming the role
in 2011, she led the development of new
programs, re-envisioned key aspects of the
undergraduate curriculum, promoted interdisciplinary and experiential learning, and
championed student and faculty scholarship.
As provost, White will serve as Wheaton’s
chief academic officer and be responsible
for all matters relating to the faculty as well
as the administrative units providing academic support services and infrastructure to
students, faculty and staff.
Former Wheaton Provost Linda Eisenmann
announced in September 2015 that she
planned to step down from her post at the
end of the academic year. Following a sabbatical, she will assume a faculty position at
the start of the 2017–18 school year.
“The search committee is thrilled that
Renée will be the next provost,” said Nancy
14 WHEATON QUARTERLY
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Renée T. White,
a distinguished
administrator as well
as a scholar on race,
gender and social
inequality, has been
appointed provost
following an intensive
national search. She
officially began at
Wheaton on July 1,
2016.
Kendrick, professor of philosophy and chair
of the committee. “The committee spent six
months recruiting potential candidates from
colleges and universities throughout the U.S.,
and we spent a lot of time discussing the sort
of skills, talents and qualities that a new provost would have to bring to the position.
“Renée fit the bill on so many counts. Her
experience with faculty and staff development; curriculum review; student recruitment, advising, and career development;
global initiatives—all of these issues and
many, many others—really impressed the
committee. Also, she’s such a clear communicator and a warm, interesting and engaging person. We’re all really excited about
working with her.”
At Simmons, White led the creation of
two new graduate programs. She initiated
a review of independent learning opportunities in all departmental majors, and
she established a program that provides
funding for students to conduct independent research. She also played a key role in
developing the college’s new general education curriculum.
White took an active role in supporting faculty development at Simmons. She
established a faculty scholarship task force
that resulted in a series of faculty-led panel

discussions and a pilot writing support
group. She collaborated with the Center for
Excellence in Teaching on “Dreaming in
Chocolate,” the first of a series of workshops
that target mid-career faculty. She also
convened a multi-school task force that is
dedicated to identifying interdisciplinary research, funding, and curricular opportunities
in science, technology and mathematics.
She is the editor of three books, including the acclaimed Spoils of War: Women of
Color, Cultures, and Revolutions, and author
of Putting Risk in Perspective: Black Teenage
Lives in the Era of AIDS. She has served as
editor of the Journal of HIV/AIDS Prevention
in Children & Youth and the People of Color
Caucus newsletter for the Society for Values
in Higher Education. She also served as
editorial advisor to the Journal of HIV/AIDS
and Social Services.
White was a WYE Faculty Fellow at the
Aspen Institute and completed a National
Endowment for the Humanities summer
fellowship in black film studies. She holds
a bachelor’s degree from Brown University
and a master’s degree and Ph.D. from Yale
University. Her current research examines
the impact of public discourse on social
policy concerning reproductive rights. Q
—Michael Graca
WheatonCollege
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Two professors win Whiting fellowships

The foundation awards fellowships that
enable professors to study abroad or away
from their home institutions. The aim is to
stimulate and broaden the minds of teachers
to improve and enhance the quality of their
instruction. This year, 35 recipients were
selected for fellowships out of 76 applicants.
Torres, associate professor of
anthropology, will travel to Copenhagen,
Denmark, to conduct work that will help her
further develop and update two key courses
that she teaches, “Medical Anthropology”
and “Violence Against Women.” PérezToribio, associate professor of Hispanic
studies, will spend time in Belgium and
Ireland to expand her knowledge of literary
texts that deal with the experiences of
religious and political refugees in the
Spanish Empire during the 17th century.
A social anthropologist who specializes in
the links between gender-based violence and
state institutions, Torres seeks to infuse her
two interdisciplinary courses with a global
context from what she learns in Denmark.
A 2012 survey conducted by the European
Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
indicates that women in Denmark reported
some of the highest incidence of violence in
the region, according to Torres. For example, 52 percent of Danish women reported

NICKI PARDO

Wheaton College
professors M. Gabriela
Torres and Montserrat
Pérez-Toribio have
received fellowships from
the Marion and Jasper
Whiting Foundation to
fund travel and research
that will facilitate the
creation of new courses,
transform existing classes
and extend the faculty
members’ scholarship.
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Researchers headed to Denmark, Belgium, Ireland

M. Gabriela Torres, associate professor of
anthropology

Montserrat Pérez-Toribio, associate professor of
Hispanic studies

sexual or physical violence by their intimate
partners, whereas the same experience was
reported by 20 percent of European women
overall, she says.
In Copenhagen, the professor will
interview colleagues working on violence
against women research and advocacy. She
also plans to explore the resources at the
Dignity Danish Institute Against Torture,
which hosts the world’s largest collection
of publications on torture.
“Denmark is a particularly interesting
site to think through how we teach about
violence against women, given its growing
immigrant populations and the active role
the state has taken in countering a markedly
high incidence of violence against women,”
says Torres. “My work there will enable
me to bring students firsthand experience
on groundbreaking work in the mitigation,
documentation and study of violence.”
Pérez-Toribio, whose research interest includes late medieval, 16th and 17th century
Spanish literature, will spend time in Brussels
and Leuven, Belgium, and in Dublin, Ireland.
She will conduct archival work, as well as
visit convents, museums, monuments and
other historical sites, to investigate the relationship between the Spanish crown and the
Irish community exiled in the Spanish Low

Countries during the reign of the Archduke
Albert and the Archduchess Isabella in the
Habsburg Netherlands (1601–1633).
“The goal is to further enhance my teaching
and scholarship in important ways, leading
to the creation of a new course—‘Being a
Refugee in Spain: From 15th to 21st Century,’
which will focus on the experience of political
and religious refugees in Spain,” Pérez-Toribio
says. “I plan to digitize some historical documents and incorporate them as part of the
reading assignments and visual materials.”
“This course intends to offer an interdisciplinary study of the experience of different
refugee communities along the centuries
in Spain and its colonized territories,” says
Pérez-Toribio. “Nowadays, the migration
of refugees across Europe and around the
globe is shaping our contemporary society,
in the same way that religious and political
refugees shaped the early modern world
and profoundly affected literature, art and
culture. This class seeks to address a broad
range of questions, such as: What has
defined different refugee crises at different
times in history? How have governments and
other organizations responded to refugee
crises, and how has the refugee experience
changed over time?” Q
—Sandy Coleman
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Cancer through a historical lens
Cancer. The word itself, perhaps, is one of
the most feared in the English language.
And the statistic presented in the
description of the First-Year Seminar (FYS)
that Assistant Professor of Biology Jennifer
Lanni is teaching this fall is shocking:
“Forty percent of us will be diagnosed
with cancer at some point during our
lifetime.” One of the biggest questions is:
Are we getting anywhere in dealing with
the disease? In the FYS “Cancer: Exploring
the Enemy Within,” the professor and her
students are delving into this question
and others during the fall semester. We
recently talked with her about the subject
that touches too many lives.
First, what is the primary focus of
your scholarship?
I am interested in how
vertebrates grow. For instance,
why do our arms grow to a
certain length and then stop?
I study this question using
zebrafish, a tiny two-inch-long
fish that shares over 60 percent
of our genes. By comparing
long-finned fish to normal fish, I
hope to identify the genetic and
biochemical signals that control
size and proportion.
What led you to create this FYS?
Cancer is personal for me, as
it is for almost all of us. I have
family members who have
survived cancer and family
members who have died from
it. When I was 29, I was able
to donate bone marrow to a
lymphoma patient who today
is a healthy mother of four.
Before that point, I had spent
years researching chemotherapy
16 WHEATON QUARTERLY

drugs in a mouse genetics
lab, which was fascinating,
technical and abstract. Looking
directly into the gauze-masked,
IV-tubed cancer world was a
more intimate encounter. This
dichotomy of technical science
and visceral experience is
captured perfectly in Siddhartha
Mukherjee’s book The Emperor
of All Maladies, which we will
be using as a text for the course.
What will you be exploring?
We will be learning about the
history of cancer and cancer
treatment. For decades, cancer
was thought to be one disease,
so the focus was to identify
one external cause. We will
learn how the search for
cancer’s origin ultimately led
us to our own cells, sparking
a new understanding of the
disease and inspiring innovative
treatments. The acquisition of
our cancer knowledge reflects

years of work by individual
scientists and physicians, and
illustrates both the strengths
and weaknesses of scientific
research.
Tell us about the hands-on work
students will be doing.
In the lab, we will study cells
and DNA through microscopy,
karyotyping, nucleic acid
purification, and DNA
sequencing. I want students
to become comfortable with
the physical reality of cells and
DNA in the laboratory—how
they look, feel and behave.
Talk about the history of the fight
against cancer and its treatment.
For many years, the quest was for
a single effective treatment for all
cancers. The treatment of choice
depended on the era: In the
1800s, surgery was common; in
the early 1900s, radiation therapy
took hold. Cancer treatment was

transformed in the 1940s when
Sidney Farber tested the first
successful chemotherapy drug in
children with leukemia, triggering
the search for more powerful
and effective chemotherapeutic
drugs. All three of these
treatments— surgery, radiation,
chemotherapy—have been
refined and improved over the
decades and are still in use
today. Amazingly, they were
all developed without any
knowledge of the molecular
changes that cause cancer.
In the 1970s and 1980s, we
learned more about the causes
of cancer at the cellular level.
These breakthroughs led to novel
treatments like immunotherapy,
targeted therapy and hormone
therapy, and have dramatically
increased survival rates.
How has our understanding of
cancer changed over the years?
When I began my scientific
WheatonCollege
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Faculty
the doctor or the scientist? Can
we fund both?

KEITH NORDSTROM

What do you hope students get out
of this FYS?

career, a handful of genes
causing different cancers were
laboriously being identified.
Now, we have a far richer
picture of the cancer landscape,
and can even identify all the
mutations in a patient’s tumor
to indicate the most effective
treatments. Cancer has gone
from an impossibly complex and
mysterious disease to a definable
problem.
Does a choice need to be made
in how much effort is placed on
research versus treatment?
Funding agencies are regularly
faced with these difficult questions. When a good treatment
is developed, of course patients
need full access to it. However,
if you spend your entire budget
on making and distributing this
treatment, there’s not much left
for research into something else
that could save even more lives
in the future. Who do you fund,

I hope students are fascinated
by the topic. There are so
many facets: the science and
biology of cancer itself, the
history of this disease in our
country, the politics of health
resources and funding, even
the human drama of each
individual story. I hope something we discuss or do catches
the imagination of each class
member, and years from now,
whether they’re looking into
a microscope, casting a vote,
writing a novel, or waiting in
a doctor’s office, they’ll have
a flash of memory about this
course and be glad that they
took it.
Are there larger lessons to be
learned for the general public?
I think one larger lesson for
those diagnosed with cancer
is to have hope. With each
passing year, more effective
cancer treatments are
becoming available, due to our
increased understanding of the
disease. A second lesson for
all of us is in regard to cancer
prevention. While cancer may
not always be preventable, we
can and should take commonsense steps to decrease our
own cancer risk—healthy
eating, exercise, and not
smoking. These simple habits
decrease our risk for cancer as
well as for many other deadly
diseases. See, this is how
scientists are annoying. I’d like
to end on an uplifting message
of hope for the future, but I
also have to nag you to wear
your sunscreen. Sorry. Q
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Matthew Allen, professor of music, wrote the article “Song in
the Construction of Tamil South Indian History and Identity” in La
Médiathèque Caraibe (2016), an online library.
Michael Berg, associate professor of psychology, co-wrote the article
“The Relationship Between Weight-based Prejudice and Attitudes
Towards Obesity-reducing Public Policies” in Analyses of Social Issues
and Public Policy, an American Psychological Association journal, in
May. Co-authors include: Sara Hollar ’11, Samantha Walker ’12 and
Lauren Erickson ’12.
Alex Bloom, professor of history, presented the lecture “Vietnam War
Mythology and the American War in Indochina” at the American Studies
Summer Institute at the John F. Kennedy Library in Boston on July 16.
Samuel Coale, professor of English, presented “Hawthorne’s Isolation:
Curse, Creed or Catastrophe?” at the Nathaniel Hawthorne Society
Conference at the Stoweflake Mountain Resort and Conference Center,
Stowe, Vt., in June. He also presented “Hawthorne [De]Constructed:
Morbid Hermit, Elegant Genius, Sexual Transgressor” at the American
Literature Association’s annual conference on May 26 in San Francisco.
Mary Lee Griffin, professor of education, presented the keynote
address, “The Impact of Mindfulness on Young Readers and Writers,” at
the 2016 Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning Conference
at the University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth on June 24.
Andy Howard, professor of art, had three of his photographs featured
in “The Soul of the
Southwest” exhibition
at the Cotuit Center for
the Arts, Cotuit, Mass.,
from February 20
through March 23.
Lisa Lebduska,
professor of English,
wrote a book review
of Generation Vet:
Composition, Student Veterans, and the Post-9/11 University in the
journal Political and Military Sociology: An Annual Review.
Katherine Mason, assistant professor of sociology, wrote the article
“Women, Infants, and (Fat) Children: Hidden ‘Obesity Epidemic’
Discourse and the Practical Politics of Health Promotion at WIC,” in Fat
Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Body Weight and Society in the
summer 2016 issue.
M. Gabriela Torres, associate professor of anthropology, and Kersti
Yllo, professor of sociology emerita, published Marital Rape: Consent,
Marriage and Social Change in Global Context (Oxford University Press,
2016).
A. Javier Trevino, professor of sociology, edited The Anthem
Companion to Talcott Parsons (Anthem Press, 2016).

Alumnae/i
Catharine Davis Ellingsen ’86 has been named executive vice
president, chief legal officer and corporate secretary at Phoenix-based
Republic Services, Inc.
Patricia Fanning ’73 published Artful Lives:
The Francis Watts Lee Family and Their Times
(University of Massachusetts Press, 2016).
Marjorie Gelb Jones ’62 published The Life and
Times of Mary Vaux Walcott (Schiffer Publishing
Ltd., 2015). She also presented the talk “The
Life and Times of Mary Vaux Walcott” at the
Arnold Arboretum in Boston on July 13. Q
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Playing it forward
James Baker ’06 understands the importance
of self-confidence. A baseball fan from a
young age, he grew up eating, sleeping,
drinking the sport. But during his sophomore
year at Masconomet Regional High School
in Topsfield, Mass., he was cut from the
baseball team.
“I’ll never forget the moment the coach
put the roster up on the gym wall and my
name wasn’t on it,” says Baker, who majored
in history and is well aware of how the past
can influence the future.
But he didn’t let that curve ball stop
him from pursuing his passion. Instead,
he worked out harder and his coach gave
him another shot. At the end of his senior
year, Baker received the Coach’s Award,
and caught the attention of Wheaton Head
Baseball Coach Eric Podbelski.
Baker learned that in order to succeed in
his sport, he had to keep his confidence up
and be mentally and physically tough. That
is a lesson he now teaches young athletes
as the founder and director of North Shore
Performance Training in Danvers, Mass.
As a performance coach, he specializes
in personal and group training, functional
baseball training, and educating clients
on proper movement patterns that reduce
the chance of injury. He also has been a
strength and conditioning consultant for the
Wheaton baseball team, for which he played
four years while a student.
At Wheaton, the high school outfielder was
converted to a full-time pitcher and helped
the team qualify for the NCAA Division III
tournament three times in four years.
“Jamie was everything a coach could ask
for in a player,” says Podbelski. “In addition to being very talented, he was one of
the hardest workers we’ve ever had in our
program. He was a great example to his
teammates as far as being a dedicated and
talented player, a strong student, and making
good choices off the field.”
Baker has equal admiration for Podbelski,
who taught him the art of pitching and the
focus that goes with it. “Coach Podbelski
was a strong mentor to me. I learned all
about pitching fundamentals, mound presence and how to trust in my abilities. His
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James Baker ’06 shares life lessons with young athletes

James Baker ’06, a standout pitcher for the Lyons
and a professional baseball player with the San Diego
Padres minor league team, now helps young athletes
reach for their dreams as founder and director of his
North Shore Performance Training in Danvers, Mass.

guidance throughout my time at Wheaton
was invaluable and I cannot thank him
enough for all of his genuine tutelage and
support,” says Baker, who became team
captain his senior year.
After Wheaton, Baker started his
professional baseball career with the Nashua
Pride of the Can-Am League and then signed
a free-agent contract with the San Diego
Padres minor league team. Even though he
was living his dream, he always knew that the
next chapter, after playing baseball, would be
teaching, coaching and helping kids.
Everything comes full circle. He helps
young athletes get bigger, stronger and
faster—just as he had to do.
“It’s more than just the physical. It’s

more than how much you can lift, or how
quickly you can do an agility drill. It’s about
mindset and having a goal to work toward,”
says Baker, whose accomplishments were
recently featured in a Boston Globe article.
And, for him, it’s about being present for
the kids as well as shaping athletes and fitness lovers to be the best that they can be.
When he takes on a new client, he asks
the person to create a mission statement to
repeat three times a day during his or her
journey of intense sports training. In order to
strengthen and build confidence, he requires
the statement to begin with the words “I will.”
Baker appears to be doing something
right. Recently, one of his clients qualified for the United States Paralympic Swim
Team, and another was selected by the
Pittsburgh Pirates in the 22nd round of this
year’s Major League Baseball draft.
When asked if he wants his future children to play baseball, Baker laughs. “I hope
we have a whole infield,” he says. Q
—Megan Countey Margulies ’03
WheatonCollege
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On the right track
Kimberly Spence ’04 hits her stride as running coach

Kimberly “Kim” Spence’s love for track and field
actually started on the softball diamond, where her
favorite part of the game was stealing bases. That
love for running developed into an obsession with
track in middle school that was so intense that the
New Hampshire native created hurdles out of tree
branches, buckets, sawhorses and anything else she
could get her hands on to practice.
Her passion for the sport powered her
through Wheaton as a student-athlete and
now fuels her as the head coach of the track
and field and cross country teams, which
have both enjoyed successful seasons under
her guidance.
During the 2016 track and field season, the women’s team had three individuals and the 4x100-meter relay team
qualify to compete at the NCAA Outdoor
Championships. Another runner qualified
for the women’s indoor championships. The Lyons also had eight
all-conference performances at the
New England Women’s and Men’s
Athletic Conference (NEWMAC)
Championships, which included a
Rookie of the Year nod for Cathryn
MacGregor ’19 after her performance in the javelin.
In her second season as head
cross country coach, Spence
guided the men’s squad to their
highest finish at the NEWMAC
Championships since 2004 (fourth
overall) and the women’s team
to their highest placement since 2008
(third overall). Two student-athletes on the
women’s team went on to earn NEWMAC
All-Conference accolades for their performances at the conference meet, the most for
the women’s team since 2008.
Spence joined the athletics staff right after
graduating from Wheaton in 2004, serving
as an assistant cross country coach for nine
seasons before taking over as head coach in
2013. She then became head track and field
coach in 2015.

“Kim had an immediate impact when
she took over as our head cross country
coach in 2013, and I was excited to see the
enthusiasm she had to take over the track
and field program as well,” said Director of
Athletics and Recreation John Sutyak ’00.
“She has the drive and determination to
get our programs back to being a national
championship contender, while also making
sure our student-athletes are high achievers
in the classroom and on campus.”

Coach Kimberly Spence ’04 works closely with
student-athletes to help them succeed.

As a student-athlete herself, Spence was a
four-year member of the indoor and outdoor
track and field teams, and a cross country
runner her senior year, and won many honors.
“Being a part of those teams was such an
amazing experience,” she said. “Some of my
best memories at Wheaton are due to my
teammates. I was surrounded by very disciplined women, all of whom I looked up to
and still do. Both my teammates and coaches
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in college created a culture of feeling like we
were invincible when we walked on the track.”
Spence was equally outstanding in her
academic studies. The Balfour Scholar
graduated magna cum laude with a major
in American history and minors in art
history and studio art. “I had really great
professors, including professors Alex Bloom
and Andy Howard, who went above and
beyond their roles as professors. They
inspired me to want to teach, which is what
I did after college.”
She taught sixth grade world
geography at Norton Middle School
from 2007 to 2013, while coaching part time at both Wheaton and
Mansfield High School.
As a coach today, she puts all
of her experiences into practice,
aiming to inspire team support,
competitiveness and discipline.
“I want to help athletes believe
in themselves so they are able to
accomplish their goals and compete
at their highest level like my coaches
did for me and my teammates. I also
want our student-athletes to have the same
great experiences at Wheaton that I had.”
Recent graduate Georgia Crane ’16, who
was a member of the cross country team,
indicates that Spence is right on track:
“Coach Spence is the very reason I am the
athlete I am today. I could always count
on her for a pep talk and I could confide
in her. She believed in me more than I believed in myself, and was there to push me
and make sure I was able to succeed.” Q
—Kristian Martin
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Talent show
This spring, 22 students in the Studio Art Senior Seminar exhibited more than
120 artworks in a variety of mediums in the Beard and Weil Galleries. The
exhibition title, “Muse of Form,” was chosen by the group as “a reflection
on how they rely on the primacy of visual language, of form, to spark their
imaginations, and to communicate their ideas and feelings,” said Professor of Art
Claudia Fieo, senior seminar advisor. Here, we asked a few of the artists about
their work and their experience at Wheaton. Go online to see a group photo, a
gallery of the art, and artist statements at wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly.
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Karl Rivera
“I created an interdisciplinary major in
visual sociology with professors Andrew
Howard and John Grady because I have a
keen interest in the way visual documents
illuminate parts of our social world that text
alone cannot. I use photography steeped
in sociological methods and theory to
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critically analyze and understand the social
organization and relationships within our
societies. I have really loved the meaningful
relationships that I’ve developed with
professors. They have shown me that my
ideas (as radical and non-conforming as
they may be) hold weight and are valuable.

Ultimately, they have helped me to develop
a deeper confidence in my artistic and
academic scholarship. Wheaton has taught
me to think critically and to challenge
incredibly well-rooted rhetoric with grace.
I’ve learned how to ask better questions and
deal with answers that aren’t always easy.”
WheatonCollege
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Merrill McCluskey
“Being a student-athlete on the swimming and diving team at the Division
III level, combined with the liberal arts
curriculum offered at Wheaton, has
solidified my four years here as an outstandingly positive experience. From
balancing practice schedules and time
in the studio, I was constantly encouraged to pursue all my interests by my
professors and coaches. Whether I
was in an art history course learning
about early modern Italian courts, or
mapping out the construction of one
of my sculptures, I felt a welcomed
intellectual connection inspired by the
dynamic professors.”

Mei Lan Thompson
“I had always been involved with a variety
of mediums in art throughout my childhood.
In high school, I was thinking about majoring in math or science. When I came to
Wheaton, I was still very much up in the air
and decided to take a few art courses. It was
as if I had come home to myself, to what I
was really passionate about studying. The
most valuable lesson I learned was learning
to continue to accept myself for who I am.
I am definitely a perfectionist and I strive
for that perfection in everything I do. Being
able to accept the imperfections in life and
being able to be myself on this campus was
extremely important for me.” Q
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Courage,
compassion
and
forgiveness
Mother of 9/11 victim
advocates for peace
By Laura Pedulli

At ground zero, in an immense underground
space filled with sunlight, the voice of Alison Remy
Crowther ’70 permeated the silence.
Facing President Barack Obama and First Lady
Michelle Obama, and a room full of dignitaries,
reporters and victims’ families, she spoke about her
son, Welles, who died during the terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001, in New York City.
Beside her was Ling Young, one of at least
a dozen people Crowther’s son had led to
safety during his final minutes of life.
“For us, Welles lives on, in the people
he helped, and in the memory of what he
chose to do that September. He believed we
are connected as one human family and that
we are here to look after and take care of
one another—that that’s life’s most precious
meaning,” said Crowther at the May 2014
event marking the opening of the National
September 11 Memorial and Museum.
That others will follow his example “is the
true legacy of September 11,” she said.
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Since losing her son, Crowther has
worked tirelessly to ensure Welles’s example
endures, and fosters positive values in a
world rife with conflict.
She has traveled across the country and
world, speaking with countless youth and
teaming up with educators and religious leaders to ensure his message carries on. Central
to her efforts is the curriculum that she helped
develop that teaches youth positive values
based on the example of Welles’s life. So far,
thousands of students have used the curriculum, called The Red Bandana Project, named
for one of her son’s favorite items.

A mission
Fifteen years ago, the terrorist attacks on
New York City, Washington, D.C., and
Shenksville, Pa., took 2,996 lives, including
Crowther’s son.
Before that event indelibly altered her
life, Crowther enjoyed professional success
and a rich family life. In 1970, she had
graduated from Wheaton with a degree in
biology, and had landed her first job when
a representative of Rockefeller University
(New York) conducted interviews on campus at Wheaton.
She spent seven years working in narcotic

drug research with Vincent Dole, a wellknown doctor who, along with his wife,
Marie Nyswander, pioneered the practice
of using the synthetic narcotic agonist
methadone to treat heroin addiction.
Soon her attention turned to her family. She
married Jefferson, and together they had three
children: Welles, Honor and Paige. Crowther
is now a realtor practicing in New York.
But from her son’s death arose a new mission in life: to impart the principles that he
demonstrated during his 24 years of life—and
a call to action to build a more peaceful world.
Welles worked in finance, in an office on
the 104th floor of the South Tower of the

President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama
greet Alison Remy Crowther ’70 at the dedication
ceremony of the National September 11 Memorial and
Museum on May 15, 2014. “Meeting the Obamas was
like meeting caring parents. What came flowing out
of them was sympathy as parents, sharing the horror
of losing your own child. There was no artifice, only
concern for their fellow Americans,” Crowther said.

World Trade Center—but he had a strong affinity for firefighters. In his youth, he volunteered with the local fire department, and before he died, had voiced a desire to quit the
finance sector and become a firefighter. That
September day, he proved himself capable.
During the 2014 dedication ceremony,
President Obama talked about the moment

PETE SOUZA

when Crowther first read a newspaper article detailing survivors’ accounts of a young
man wearing a red bandana who led people
to safety. Crowther knew right away it was
Welles. Ever since he was a boy, he had
always carried a red bandana.
Over the years, the red bandana has
become a symbol of something much larger
than just a handkerchief Welles carried.
Crowther said for her, the red bandana
symbolizes strength of character, right action
and caring for others. “It symbolizes courage
in the face of impossible odds. It symbolizes
that the power lies within you to make the
right decisions.”
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Momentum continued to build and
Crowther began receiving more phone calls
and letters. Thousands of students from
Boston College, Welles’s alma mater, began to
sport red bandanas at major sporting events.

Red Bandana Project

Crowther, with Welles, at his graduation from Boston
College in 1999

The red bandana has become a tangible
reminder as she and others teach these lessons to a new generation of children, many
of whom weren’t even born when the 9/11
attacks occurred.

A spark
After 9/11, Crowther wanted to generate
some good despite the tragedy. So she and
husband Jefferson established the Welles
Remy Crowther Charitable Trust, which
funds merit-based scholarships for students
and athletes (Welles was an accomplished
hockey and lacrosse player). The trust also
supports other youth-focused nonprofit
organizations.
She also spoke about Welles at two
middle schools in Rockland County, New
York—which encompasses her hometown of
Nyack, N.Y. —and regularly corresponded
with people inspired by Welles.
Interest in his story began to swell.
“We received letters from students, teachers and parents,” said Crowther, recalling a
Sunday school teacher in Texas letting her
know that Welles’s story was part of their lesson plan, and a youth fellowship in Oklahoma
sharing a photo of their group sporting red
bandanas at a gathering. “We learned that
the most intractable kids’ lives were being
changed by Welles’s story,” she said.
In 2011, Welles was the subject of a
13-minute ESPN documentary that won a
Sports Emmy Award. (Tom Rinaldi, the sports
commentator who wrote the script for the
documentary, also has written a book based
on Welles that is scheduled to be released by
Penguin Random House in September.)
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An even bigger opportunity to spread the
messages of courage and caring arose
when Timothy Epstein—a Chicagobased attorney and representative from
the Fetzer Institute, which seeks to
promote dialogue on love and forgiveness—reached out to her with a seemingly simple question: “What is your next
creative step?”
Crowther reflected, and realized that she
wanted to create a curriculum to help young
people develop socially and emotionally,
and build positive character traits.
The Red Bandana Project was born.
Geared to K–12 students and athletes, the
Red Bandana Project offers lessons that
boost social and emotional development,
and promote community engagement and
positive interpersonal relationships.
She teamed up with Vernoy Paolini, an
education consultant, and other professionals, to co-create the curriculum. To date,
the project has been tested in 100 schools,
camps and youth programs, Crowther said,
adding it is aligned with the Common Core,
the federal education standards.
Schools choose from a variety of themes,
including leadership, caring for others, team,
the power of one, bridging divides, forgiveness and carpe diem.
Students engage in research projects to
answer self-generated questions. These
could include: “What makes a good, positive leader?” and “How can leaders and
supporters of ‘good deed’ projects impact
relationships of much broader populations?”
The students draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection
and research.
In the process, students learn about
Welles, talk about how the themes had
shaped his life, and how they currently play
out in their own personal lives.
Welles demonstrated the power of one
in his last acts, as well as leadership. As a

About the project
The Red Bandana Project, sponsored by the
Fetzer Institute, is a character-development
program for classrooms, sports teams and
youth programs. Themes explored in the
project include leadership, caring for others,
teamwork, the power of one, bridging
divides and carpe diem. The project has
been piloted in more than 100 schools.
Thousands of students from Boston College
(above) have worn red bandanas to sporting
events in honor of Welles Crowther, who
graduated from the college in 1999.
Online at redbandanaproject.org

young man, he also was a bridge builder in
his diverse community who befriended all
types of people, Crowther said.
As an athlete, Crowther said Welles
valued teamwork—another theme of the
curriculum. “Welles told me, ‘One of the
things I love about being on a team is that all
these differences disappear. You are just part
of one family working toward a common
goal,’” she said.
In the lesson on carpe diem, students learn
to make the most of the present time, as you
never know when today will be your last.
“I don’t know my expiration date on life.
Welles wasn’t thinking that it would be his
last day on Earth, but he still worked to make
the world a better place,” Crowther said.
Crowther actively engages with students,
talking to them in classrooms and large
assemblies, and through video technology
when she cannot be there in person.
“I see the good it brings. I see [the
students] sit up straight, puff up their chests
and really listen. I see the impact Welles’s
story has and that it’s bringing good,” she
said.
One testimonial from a sixth grader in
Minnesota said this: “[The Red Bandana
WheatonCollege
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Project] taught me that to be a hero, you
don’t need a cool costume or a cape. You
need to be kind and generous and selfless
to people. Welles taught me to be kind
and generous to people, even if you don’t
know them.”

Scarsdale Middle School
After the 10th anniversary of the attacks, at
Scarsdale Middle School in Scarsdale, N.Y.,
English teacher Kathleen Connon, in collaboration with others, implemented a unit
on 9/11 for eighth graders.
Connon learned about the ESPN documentary and the story of Welles, who had
grown up not far from Scarsdale. And she
arranged to meet with Crowther, who offered to provide her with the curriculum,
red bandanas, and also speak at the school’s
Human Rights Day, when students learn
about inspirational leaders.
“She was just a very loving, open person,”
Connon said.
In implementing the Red Bandana Project
curriculum, Connon chose to focus on the
theme of forgiveness.
Students examined forgiveness in the context of the loss of Welles, but they also applied
that lesson to their own lives. For example,
students opened up about learning to forgive a
father for leaving their home and mother.
The students also explored this theme
through poetry. In April 2015, a dozen of
Connon’s students shared their poetry at
the 9/11 Tribute Center for Poem in Your
Pocket Day.
On Human Rights Day, Crowther
addressed the entire school, but also met 15
students in a more intimate environment.
“It was anything goes. They could ask
about ISIS, terrorists, anything,” Connon
said. “The discussion was emotional and
intimate, as students shared their own concerns in their personal lives, their fears and
anger, and their worries about terror.”
The curriculum also has built a bridge
between Connon’s class and another on
the other side of the country. The Scarsdale
class, as well as Crowther, participated in
conversations via video technology with a
class in the small town of Sully, Iowa.
Attesting to the lasting impact of the cur-

Prince Hassan bin Talal, a member of the Jordanian royal family, with Crowther at a conference sponsored by
the Salam Institute for Peace and Justice and the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies, in January 2015

riculum, two students returned to the high
school to remark on the power of the unit,
and asked Connon whether she planned to
continue teaching it.
The answer: yes. In fact, Crowther will
visit Scarsdale Middle School again this upcoming school year—and this time hundreds
of students wearing red bandanas in solidarity will greet her.

Forgiveness
Crowther also has taken her message across
the globe.
In January 2015, she traveled to Amman,
Jordan, for a conference sponsored jointly
by the Salam Institute for Peace and Justice
and the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies.
Heads of state and influential religious leaders attended the conference.
Crowther recalled being asked how to
teach young people the values of compassion and caring for others in a violent world.
She answered: “I recommend bringing
young people together, with no framework of religion, and letting them know
each other as human beings, and the
common things they share. Then you can
start with religion. Let them get to know
each other as members of the same human family first.”
Although she has traveled widely to share
her message of peace, it took her many
years to tackle the subject of forgiveness.
A turning point occurred in September
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2012, when she participated in a Fetzer
Institute conference in Assisi, Italy, which
brought together 500 thought leaders from
around the world.
There, community leaders talked about
using forgiveness to heal wounds in war-torn
Uganda, and grassroots activists shared their
work organizing street-smart poetry slams to
help youths bridge racial divisions in innercity Chicago.
“I heard some stories that really humbled
me,” said Crowther. “It became very clear
that forgiveness was the most difficult topic
of all for anyone to address and understand.
I have begun to have new understandings
about forgiveness and its dynamics.”
Now she’s at the point in which she feels
that most things that happen in life can and
should be forgiven. “I don’t get caught up in
the unnecessary. It’s a gift to give yourself to
let go. That way you are not tied up in knots
wasting your precious time on Earth holding
grudges,” she said.
However, Crowther does draw a line,
especially when it comes to severe acts of
violence, like genocide and 9/11.
“I really can’t forgive the terrorists,” she
said.
Instead, she focuses on small positive
changes that can inspire good. “After all,
the power lies within each one of us to
help create the world in which we live, a
beautiful world for all, in ways both large
and small,” she said. Q
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What can
you do with
a philosophy
degree?
The answer: Anything
By Becca Manning
That awkward silence.
Many soon-to-be liberal arts graduates have
been in the all-too-familiar (and uncomfortable)
situation where a friend, relative or stranger,
upon hearing what the student is majoring in,
follows up with the question, “What are you
going to do with that?”
For Wheaton philosophy majors, the answer
is: Anything.
We can prove it. And they know why.
For the past two years, Wheaton has surveyed its most recent alumnae/i six months
out to see where their degrees are taking
them. Along with providing an overview
of what the graduates are doing, the “First
Destination Outcomes Report” breaks down
respondents by major—looking at who’s
working, who’s continuing their education
and other factors.
The numbers reveal that Wheaton philosophy majors are the second most likely, after
computer science majors, to find full-time
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employment six months after graduation.
Philosophy majors are finding success in a wide
variety of jobs, from app developer to investigative attorney, chef to teacher to pharmacist.
What makes the statistic stand out is that it
contradicts a flawed yet pervasive perception
that some liberal arts degrees—in particular,
those in the humanities—are less valuable or
practical in today’s world.
Just look at the most recent presidential primary season for an example. Responding to
national concern over student loan debt, then
Republican candidate Marco Rubio made
comments about the perceived value of a philosophy degree throughout his campaign. At
events in Washington, D.C., in March 2015,
and Des Moines, Iowa, in August 2015, Rubio
questioned whether it was worth borrowing
money to “major in Greek philosophy,” and
at a debate held in November 2015, he suggested that, “Welders make more money than
philosophers.”

But several news sources pointed out that
is not really the case. And, in fact, many
CEOs, hedge fund managers and entrepreneurs hold philosophy degrees—including
PayPal co-founder Peter Thiel and Soros Fund
Management chairman George Soros. Other
famous philosophy majors? Jeopardy host
Alex Trebek, New York Knicks president and
former coach Phil Jackson, suspense novelist
Mary Higgins Clark and retired Supreme Court
Justice David Souter.
The bottom line: Philosophy majors are doing really, really well.
But what are they doing? And what is it
about the study of philosophy that sets graduates up for success?

The good argument
“My philosophy studies really honed my analytical and logical skills, as well as my ability
to take any side of a debate and successfully
argue my position,” says Margaret Wheeler-
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“Wisdom begins in wonder.”
Frothingham ’08, a music and entertainment
attorney at Arent Fox LLP in New York City,
who earned her law degree from Fordham
University School of Law. “These skills have
been essential for me as an attorney, as it’s key
that I be able to convincingly argue the position
that will most benefit my clients.”
At Wheaton, Wheeler-Frothingham was
a double major in philosophy and Hispanic
studies and a dance minor. She chose philosophy after taking an introductory ethics
course with Associate Professor of Philosophy
Stephen Mathis.
“It made me think in a way that no other
class ever had,” she recalls.
At Arent Fox, she works primarily on litigation in the digital music industry—cases that
help to shape how music is treated as a commodity, at a time when the way people distribute and consume music is constantly changing.
“When you’re dealing with areas of the law
that are pretty new—for example, how digital

—Socrates

media is treated under copyright laws—you
have to think creatively to articulate viable legal
reasons for why it should be treated in the way
that’s going to benefit your client,” she says.
Similarly, Mandy Spaulding ’02 finds her
philosophy studies help her make and break
down arguments in her job as a civil litigation
attorney. Her background also enables her to
understand how people—from clients to court
professionals—think and why they respond to
situations the way they do.
“Philosophy is the study of the fundamental
nature of knowledge, reality and existence. So
it is different from a field of study that teaches
you to do a certain thing, or think a certain
way—it is literally the study of thought,” says
Spaulding, who majored in philosophy and political science and minored in legal studies. She
earned her law degree from University of North

Carolina School of Law. “It also makes us more
empathetic, because we can accept that other
people see things differently than we do.”
Along with owning and operating her own law
firm in Plainville, Mass., Spaulding works as an
adjunct professor. “In my adjunct teaching, [majoring in philosophy] has helped me to recognize
that people have different styles of learning and
processing information, so I try to teach to as
many different styles as I can,” she says.

Passing the test
It’s not difficult to see the value of philosophical study in the world of law—where cases are
won and regulations changed through the careful crafting of arguments. In fact, philosophy
majors consistently rank among the top liberal
arts majors on the Law School Admission Test,
or LSAT, according to reports from the Law
School Admission Council.
But philosophy majors also do notably well
on other tests required for graduate school
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admission. Recent results from Educational
Testing Service, the nonprofit that administers the Graduate Record Examination (GRE),
show that as a group, philosophy majors have
the highest composite scores among all other
majors. Philosophers are also among the top
performers on the Graduate Management
Admission Test (GMAT) for entrance into business school, according to recent data from the
Graduate Management Admission Council.
“We send a lot of people to law school,”
says Mathis, who advises Wheaton’s pre-law
students and teaches courses in social and
political philosophy. “But I also get political science majors, economists and social scientists
of different stripes in my courses.”
The ability to analyze a problem, to approach any argument with a critical eye, has
implications in any field, as well as in students’
personal lives, Mathis says.
“Philosophy affects how students think
about their lives, how they think about themselves as moral agents in the world. That’s
bigger than any job,” he says.

Problem-solving pros
Christopher “Topher” Speth ’12 finds
his philosophy background incredibly
useful in the software industry. As a
junior product manager at GlobalTranz,
a transportation software firm in
Scottsdale, Ariz., his job is to evaluate
and implement changes that will make
products stronger and more profitable
and bring in new users.
“I love being the guy who is expected to know a little bit about business,
a little bit about process, a little bit about
software development, and a lot about
communication and team cohesion,” says
Speth, who majored in philosophy and economics. “Everyone I work with knows more than me
about what they do, so it’s my job to effectively
leverage that knowledge to find creative and
profitable solutions to our users’ needs.”
One of the most important lessons his philosophy degree taught him was that the first
step to any problem is to check his premises.
“If those are wrong, I have just
about no chance of coming to the
right conclusion, even if my reasoning is flawless,” Speth says.
This understanding has helped
him solve arguments between
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Christopher “Topher” Speth ’12

co-workers and bring everyone onto the same
page so they can work out a solution.
“Philosophy also taught me to hone—
and occasionally overhaul—my own theories
by anticipating objections to my current line
of thought,” Speth says. “This is incredibly
valuable in software development, where I am
constantly on the lookout for what could go
wrong as a result of the changes
I’m making. Fixing issues
during the conceptualization
process is much less costly
than in testing.”
The same aspects of
a philosophy education that
have served
Speth in the
tech business have
also aided alumna
Bernadette
Goncharova ’05 in
her role as a pharmacist at Hannaford in
Camden, Maine.
“At work, problemsolving skills are
crucial when looking
at medications,”
says Goncharova,
who majored in
philosophy
and German
studies and
minored in
Russian.
She also

holds a doctor of pharmacy degree from
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health
Sciences.
“Being a philosophy major has also taught
me about humanity. My patients aren’t just
walking lists of pills—they’re people with
personalities, hobbies, opinions, problems and
worries. I feel very close to them, and I incorporate their humanity into their therapy,” she says.
Elisabeth Christensen ’05, too, finds her
philosophy background helps her solve
problems on the job—allowing her to approach any issue with an open mind and use
reason to resolve conflicts. These are useful
skills in her role as an investigative attorney
with the National Science Foundation Office
of Inspector General, in Washington, D.C.,
which investigates possible wrongdoing
involving individuals or organizations affiliated
with the foundation.
“Every day and every case brings new and
exciting challenges, so I am constantly learning,
both as an attorney and as an investigator,”
Christensen says.
Her philosophy studies at Wheaton taught
Christensen rigorous standards of writing and
documentation, and gave her the tools to handle unique, often incompatible perspectives.
“The ability to use facts and reason to
compare opposing arguments, and to find the
strengths, weaknesses and commonalities of
each, is a skill I use daily when studying and
describing the current state of an applicable law or regulation,” says Christensen,
who also majored in Hispanic studies and
minored in legal studies. She holds a law degree from Case Western Reserve University
School of Law.

Talking it out
Christensen also appreciates the way philosophy
has added value to her interactions with colleagues and friends. The alumna has fond memories of late-night discussions with Wheaton
classmates studying a variety of majors, “where
we all had recently learned something pertinent
to the topic at hand and were excited to share
our thoughts with each other.”
“Being a philosophy major means having
engaging and worthwhile conversations about
those aspects of life that really matter to each
of us,” she says.
Other philosophy faculty and alums echo
that sentiment, proudly recalling fascinating
and memorable conversations that occur in
classes, after class, at study sessions, over dinner and everywhere else.
“We’re contributing to a conversation that has
been going on in some way for centuries,” explains Professor of Philosophy Nancy Kendrick.
“As faculty, we go out and share our ideas and
then come back and share those ideas with students, and then students say things to us and we
go back out there. There’s this constant process
of revising, rethinking and fine-tuning.”
The importance of give-and-take is why
Kendrick and other Wheaton faculty encourage students to submit their papers to academic conferences, whatever their major and
whether or not they intend to continue on to
graduate school.
“It’s a way of putting your money where
your mouth is. It’s a way of being answerable
to your own ideas,” Kendrick says. “It all comes
back to what we’re trying to teach students—

Bernadette Goncharova ’05

Elisabeth Christensen ’05

not just the details of philosophy but those
intellectual virtues: how to be even-handed,
how to be a good listener, how to think on your
feet, how to accept when you have to change
your position.”

An open mind
The ability to hear and respond to multiple
perspectives is an essential job skill in
today’s world and one that Philip
Hamilton ’12 appreciates in
his role as associate for economic justice at the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee,
based in Cambridge, Mass.
The human rights organization
facilitates grants and engages
in advocacy and research
with organizations throughout
the United States and abroad.
Hamilton’s work, in particular,
focuses on developing a strategy for the committee’s economic
justice work, developing partnerships with groups whose efforts fit
that strategy, and providing grants
to support those efforts.
“In my work there are many
schools of thought on how best to
advance human rights, and many
of these schools of thought identify
different sets of human rights problems and solutions. It is
essential that I be able
to critically assess what
approach will best
enable us to help advance human rights,”

says Hamilton, who double majored in philosophy and political science and has a minor
in African, African American, diaspora studies.
He also holds a master’s degree in development
studies from the London School of Economics
and Political Science.
On the other side of the country, and in
a completely different job, Julia Felder ’06
also finds the ability to acknowledge different
perspectives a real asset. Felder works as a sous
chef, overseeing line cooks, developing the
menu and managing the
kitchen when the head
chef is absent, at Sierra
Mar, a restaurant located at the Post Ranch
Inn in Big Sur, Calif.
“Philosophy is not
about learning or
discovering facts but
Julia Felder ’06
rather using those
facts to reveal greater truths about the world.
It unearths the motivation behind an action,
provides justification for a belief, lays bare
the validity of an argument,” Felder says.
“My philosophical background comes into
play with a near-constant stream of value
judgments, many made in the heat of a
kitchen—from
the aesthetics of
a plated dish,
to adjudicating disputes
between staff, to the sourcing of ethically produced
ingredients.”
A double major in philosophy
and German, Felder went on to
earn a master of philosophy from
the University of Cambridge in
England. She then spent two years
in England training as a chef. She
says her degrees have instilled in
her a passion for lifelong learning, while her chef job keeps her
satisfyingly busy.
“Working in a kitchen has a
kind of physical immediacy that is
incredibly gratifying—at the
same time, my job requires a
lot of organization, advance
planning, problem solving
and creative thinking,”
she says.
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Asking the right questions
All college disciplines are concerned
with asking and answering
questions, says Associate
Professor of Philosophy
Teresa Celada. What
distinguishes philosophers
from those in other fields is
the type of questions they’re
asking and the methods they
use to answer them. Celada
teaches courses in bio and
medical ethics and sees a lot of
students on the pre-health track.
“The kind of thinking that
you do as a scientist is just
different than what you do as
a philosopher. We’re all using
the same kind of reasoning—we all use induction
and deduction—and
we’re all collecting evidence, but where their
evidence is experimental data, our evidence
is reasons that we
put into arguments,”
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Similar to Hamilton, Eric Solomon ’15 works
in the nonprofit world and finds his philosophy degree helps him keep an open mind.
As a marketing and development associate at
DOROT, an organization that helps older
adults in New York
City live independently, Solomon works
to raise awareness
and resources for the
organization.
“Studying philosoEric Solomon ’15
phy at Wheaton taught
me to exercise good judgment,” says Solomon,
who also majored in art history. “Knowing
when to say something is just as important as
knowing what to say.”
He credits his philosophy studies with helping to prepare him for grant writing—a key part
of his job—saying the process of “synthesizing complex and disparate information into a
coherent proposal” is similar to writing papers
for his Wheaton classes, in which he had to
explain complicated philosophical arguments clearly and concisely.

Sharleen Benjamin ’11

Celada says.
Ethics in particular explores many of the
“big” questions—what makes something
right or wrong, or the nature of morality, for
example.
“Ethics questions are inescapable in
life,” she says. “Why not learn the method
for answering them well?”
Students who go on to medical school
won’t receive the kind of training there
that they get in philosophy classes,
Celada says. “There are all
sorts of questions they’re
going to encounter in their dayto-day lives that are not empirical,
scientific questions—particularly when they’re seeing patients,
practicing medicine and dealing
with insurance companies. They
need to be able to answer all
sorts of moral questions,” she
says.
The kind of critical-thinking
skills philosophy students develop
are applicable in any job, and
for life in general, Celada notes.
“Philosophy teaches you how to
think well. It makes you more
reflective about life in general
and how to live it, and about
your place in the world—
questions that are very
fundamental. I think plenty
of people go through life

and don’t ask them, but I’m not sure their lives
are better for the not asking.”

Completing the puzzle
As a digital marketing strategist, Sharleen
Benjamin ’11 knows the importance of asking
the right questions. At ThomasNet, a New York
City-based marketing agency for the manufacturing industry, Benjamin helps clients reach
the right audiences.
“It’s kind of like a big puzzle to figure out
what people like, what they are responding to,
what they are not responding to, if specific geographic locations like doing something more
than others and how we should target them.
There are so many factors to consider,” says
Benjamin, a philosophy major who minored in
women’s studies. “You can’t create a strategy if
you don’t know the right questions to ask. You
need to have a curious mind and know when—
and how—to keep pushing.”
This kind of focused curiosity has also served
Cara Morris ’15 well so far in her career. Morris
recalls receiving a review after an undergraduate
internship in which her supervisor commended
her “thoughtful inquisitiveness” and “insight.”
“This ‘thoughtful inquisitiveness’ of mine was
refined and developed directly from my studies
in philosophy,” says Morris, who majored in
philosophy and minored in studio art and Asian
studies. “Through asking the right questions,
I was able to understand my boss’s goals and
priorities, understand the company’s mission
and succeed in my role.”
WheatonCollege
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Nicholas Costa ’07

These days, Morris teaches junior high
English at the Japan Exchange and Teaching
Program in Hyogo, Japan. She says her philosophy degree has helped in all facets of her job.
“Through philosophy, I learned the
importance of a well-rounded approach to an
issue or topic, and the importance of counter
arguments and addressing them head-on to
make your case stronger,” she says. “Philosophy
has greatly improved my writing and reading
skills. The structured, no-fluff writing style has
affected everything from how I write my emails
to how I conduct my meetings.”

The big picture
Philosophical questions pop up all the time
in the digital app business. Just ask Nicholas
Costa ’07, a product manager at Tablelist in
Boston. The application he manages, Tablelist,
acts as a digital promoter, connecting people
in Boston, New York, Miami and other major
cities around the country to clubs, concerts and
other activities.
“As a product manager, my main responsibilities are to coordinate people from the engineering and design teams, as well as marketing
and sales, to build and sell something that
delights users,” says Costa, who majored in philosophy and economics. “I’m able to step back
and ask the critical questions, such as why
are we doing this or what is the nature of the
problem we are trying to solve. In the startup
business, those questions need to be asked,
and I have the right set of tools to do just that.”

Asking the big questions helped guide Costa
to his current field. As a recent graduate in
2007, when the first iPhone was released,
Costa was fascinated by the new technology.
He wondered how the device might influence
how people act and interact in the future, and
he knew he wanted to be involved.
“My philosophy degree has been invaluable
in helping to ask and answer career questions
like, ‘Is this a career path worth pursuing?’ and
‘What does it mean to have fulfilling work?’ on
a daily basis,” Costa says. “No matter where
my career takes me, I’m continuously reflecting
upon those existential questions.”

A badge of honor
Wherever they are and whatever they’re doing,
Wheaton philosophy graduates are proud to
identify as such.
“It’s a badge of honor,” Spaulding says.
“To me, a philosophy degree means small
classes with lively discussions; it’s Knapton
Hall first floor, it’s logic. It’s brilliant and fun
professors. When you sit in a room with a
group of people and debate everything from
life and death to abortion, rape, porn, reality, whether what we see is real, the nature
of time, proportionality, physician-assisted
suicide, artificial intelligence and how the development of media over time has influenced
our thought processes, you inevitably learn to
accept different ways of thinking, you inevitably make friends, get frustrated, have some
laughs, and maybe even change your mind
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once in a while.”
Spaulding has stayed in touch with many
of her fellow philosophy majors, and one in
particular—TeriLyn Colaluca ’01—remains one
of her closest friends. They were even in one
another’s weddings.
“I think there’s a reason for that connection
that you can’t necessarily put into words, but
I’m grateful for it,” Spaulding says.
Like Spaulding, Jessica Gordon-Roth ’04
values the lifelong relationships she built at
Wheaton. Now an assistant professor of philosophy—recently at City University of New
York’s Lehman College and starting in August
at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities—
Gordon-Roth still works closely with her former
professors. She and Kendrick recently coauthored a paper in the journal Metaphilosophy
that explores how women philosophers are
underrepresented in coursework. And they plan
to present another joint project at a conference
in Edinburgh, Scotland, in September.
“What I love most about my career is getting students to ask questions they might not
have considered before entering my classroom, while simultaneously inspiring those
who are already hooked on philosophy to
continue down the path of philosophical
exploration,” says Gordon-Roth, a philosophy
major who earned both a master’s degree and
Ph.D. in the subject from the University of
Illinois at Chicago.
She also enjoys helping the next generation
of philosophers see why the study of philosophy matters and how the big questions affect
their lives.
“Philosophy is hard. It keeps you up at night.
Just when you think you have your finger on the
pulse of a problem or solution, it slips away,”
she says. “But that is also what I love about it.”
Wheaton Professor of Philosophy John
Partridge, too, recognizes the challenges of his
subject, noting that “the kind of reading you
have to do to make sense of philosophy is some
of the most difficult and time-consuming reading that you’ll ever have to do.”
But the effort makes the results all the more
rewarding.
“As faculty, we see the students’ development and watch them improve as thinkers,
as writers, but also grow into themselves as
people and establish a clearer vision for how
they want their lives to go,” he says. “That’s
thrilling, and it’s a real privilege.” Q
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Backstage in
spotlight
Behind every theater production at Wheaton
is stagecraft and lighting mastermind Colin
McNamee ’04.
The alum, who majored in studio art at
Wheaton, graduated more than 10 years ago,
but after working in various theaters and venues, he has found his way back on campus as
an instructor and technical director.
“After working at a few other
institutions—including several academic
ones—I find that Wheaton stands out as a
kind and generous place. I don’t know of
any other place like it,” McNamee said.
As a student, McNamee secured a federal
work-study position under former theater
manager and technical director Jeffrey
Mailhot. “This is where I got most of my
technical training, up through graduation,”
McNamee said.
In this role, he worked in the shop to build
sets like a massive staircase that filled the
whole stage for the production Antigone and
a two-story house for the play Tartuffe.
Jane Stein, former associate professor of
theater, said McNamee executed the sets
she designed in a professional way, and that
his work on lighting for the shows always
helped bring out the best in productions.
“He was a very competent student,
so much so that when my friend at
Peterborough Players [in New Hampshire]
contacted me about possible students for the
summer stock season, Colin was the first to
come to mind. I knew he would fit in, with
his low-key personality and his ability in the
scene shop, to do the job,” recalled Stein.
In addition to his technical work at
Peterborough Players, McNamee has worked
as master carpenter at Stoneham Theater in
Stoneham, Mass., and technical director at
Stockbridge Theater in Derry, N.H.
He returned to Wheaton as interim
technical director, and ended up staying for
three years. He went back to school to earn
his graduate degree in painting from the
Massachusetts College of Art and Design, and
eventually circled back to Wheaton in 2013.
As technical director, McNamee works
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Colin McNamee ’04 shines
behind the scenes

in scenic production for Wheaton’s four
main-stage productions, and assists with the
student-directed 10-Minute Plays and New
Plays Festival.
He also teaches stagecraft and lighting
design, and supervises three students in his
back-stage shop. “It’s very hands-on. We
practice projects, and then they are off and
running with designs in hand and they are
expected to build them,” he said.
Theater facilities are highly configurable.
For example, with lighting, there are about
130 light fixtures that are all individually
controlled by dimmers, he said.
“We start with a blank space, and we do
whatever we need to do with it for a particular production. Every show is something
new,” McNamee said.
Stage and lighting crafts ultimately reflect
the vision of the director. McNamee tells
his students that they should find some kind

of secret of theirs in their design work that
motivates them and makes it fun.
“Like any other job, there are times when
the day’s task doesn’t excite you, but you
need to push through. But in art we can’t
often get away with merely pushing through.
There’s no sparkle in that, and the audience
can tell. It helps to have something in your
back pocket to sustain you through those
times, so you can continue to be generous
to your audience,” he added.
McNamee’s artistic eye and technical knowhow enable him to deliver successful productions, said Professor of Theater David Fox.
“Theater can sometimes be chaotic. In
the midst of this hurly-burly, Colin, as professor, designer and technician, is a calming and reassuring presence. Not a lot of
noise—just creative, efficient, magnificent
work,” Fox said. Q
—Laura Pedulli
WheatonCollege
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Welcome new board members
Meet the new members of the Alumnae/i
Association Board of Directors (ABD)—
highly engaged graduates who have been involved with the college in many ways, from
serving as class officers and on committees
to attending Reunions and other events:

Shawn Blake ’98
Senior Vice President,
Bank of America Merrill
Lynch, Hartford, Conn.
ABD national Wheaton
Fund co-chair
Why I stay connected
to Wheaton: “Much of
my adult life has been
shaped and influenced
by the one choice I made
as a senior in high school to attend Wheaton. I had
tremendous experiences on campus through active
learning and engagement with faculty and staff who
helped influence who I am today. I have developed
lifelong friendships, got my first job after college, and
most importantly met my wife, Sarah-Margaret Politis
Blake ’96, as a result of attending Wheaton. Staying
connected allows me the opportunity to relive these
great experiences while seeing others do the same.”
What I hope to accomplish while on the board:
“I am looking forward to engaging and meeting new
people, and hearing about their unique Wheaton
journeys. In my role as the national Wheaton Fund
co-chair I want to drive further participation from our
vast alum network so that current and future students
have the resources and opportunities to succeed at
Wheaton and beyond.”
Interesting facts (something most people don’t
know about me): “In high school I was a cook in
a Mexican restaurant. I love to cook and try new
combinations and would love to someday open a
restaurant.”

Deborah “Debbie” Goddard ’78
Executive vice president
for Capital Projects,
New York City Housing
Authority, New York, N.Y.
ABD Alumnae/i Trustee
Why I stay connected
to Wheaton: “I became
reconnected to Wheaton
due to its recommitment
to issues of gender
and to the importance of educating young women.
I appreciate and respect the values evident in
Wheaton’s academic offerings and its commitment to
exposing students to community service.”

Why I want to be on the board: “To give back and
support Wheaton. The college was good to me and
for me. I was supported through financial aid and was
able to create a unique major/minor; professors were
supportive as well as challenging. Wheaton led me to
law school and to a career in the arena that I had set
my eyes on in high school.”
What I hope to accomplish while on the board:
“Serving also as a Trustee, my primary objective
is to provide an informed and effective connection
between alumnae/i, the ABD and the college officers
and Trustees. I expect that more specific objectives
will surface as I become more immersed in the work
of the ABD.”
Interesting facts (something most people don’t
know about me): “Well, since I have lived in the
Boston area for my entire life up to mid-August, I
think the fact that I am living and working in NYC will
be news to most.”

Andrew Lounder ’05
Director of Special
Projects, Association
of Governing Boards of
Universities and Colleges,
Washington, D.C.
ABD vice president of
strategic planning and
governance
Why I stay connected
to Wheaton: “Wheaton
was the right academic setting and environment for
me and many dear friends at a crucial time in our
lives. I see great value in preserving that opportunity
for future generations, but in a fast-moving world
preservation really means progress. Good, sound
progress that is consistent with Wheaton’s distinctive
heritage and values requires ongoing commitment
from each of us.”
Why I want to be on the board: “There are some
very concrete and achievable things I can do to help
this board further develop as a strategic asset to the
college. I think I’m the right person at the right time
for this role. I am also encouraged by the upward
trajectory of this board.”
What I hope to accomplish while on the board:
“The big task before the board right now is to
formulate our own strategic plan that will flow up
into the college’s new strategic plan. Specifically, the
college looks to the Alumnae/i Board of Directors to
lead on alumnae/i engagement. To me, that means
both carrying important messages to alumnae/i from
the college and also conveying advice to the college
that confidently accounts for alumnae/i voices. As
vice president for strategic planning and governance,
I’ll be leading efforts to strengthen our board’s
work habits and structures so that we do this work
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consistently better over time.”
Interesting facts (something most people don’t
know about me): “My first car was a 1978 Firebird,
but it didn’t have heat. Growing up in Maine, and
having turned 16 in early February, I toughed it out for
a solid six weeks before my parents wore me down
and I traded for a pick-up truck.”

Patrick B. Summers ’94
Executive Director,
New England Women’s
and Men’s Athletic
Conference (NEWMAC),
Boston
ABD Alumnae/i athletics
chair
Why I stay connected to
Wheaton: “This is twofold for me. On a personal
level, I’ve made lifelong friendships and relationships
with students, alums, faculty and staff that keep
me engaged and connected to the college. Through
attending Wheaton events and volunteering, I have
an opportunity to see old friends and keep in contact
with mentors who continue to advise me. I enjoy
working with the Filene Center to help students find
their career paths; it’s just one more way for me to
give back to a college that gave me so much. From a
professional perspective, I have experienced Wheaton
on a different level as I work with the administration,
staff and student-athletes on fostering the values of
excellence, integrity and respect through the athletic
department and through the NEWMAC.”
Why I want to be on the board: “Paying it forward
and giving back are two reasons I’m excited to be on
the ABD. I believe we all have a responsibility to make
things better for those who come after us and one of
the best ways to give back to Wheaton is to volunteer
your time. I feel it’s a critical and exciting time to be
involved at Wheaton as the energy and innovation of
ideas are overflowing and I want to be a part of it.”
What I hope to accomplish while on the
board: “To engage, educate and inform the
alumnae/i as well as develop opportunities to
support the alumnae/i relations office and the
athletics department in creating events and initiatives
that connect our alumnae/i base on and off campus.
I know that our student-athlete alumnae/i base is
a very loyal group of individuals who have given
their hearts and souls to their respective teams.
Fostering programs to keep them engaged will benefit
the college’s future.”
Interesting facts (something most people don’t
know about me): “I’m a first generation FilipinoAmerican who came to the United States in 1972
when I was 6 months old. Two things I enjoy most are
traveling and cooking. I secretly want to be a chef.” Q
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Reunion 2016
Laughing, dancing, hugging, remembering, celebrating. Yep, another
Commencement Reunion Weekend.
More than 500 alumnae/i were on
campus for the occasion, coming
from 32 states and several countries,
including Canada and Israel.

Nicki Pardo

nicki pardo

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM
nicki pardo

34 WHEATON QUARTERLY

WheatonCollege

@wheaton

KEITH NORDSTROM

Nicki Pardo

Featured during social hour: the first-ever Wheaton
Wit beer (above), brewed exclusively for us by the
nearby Bog Iron Brewing

Nicki Pardo

nicki pardo
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Guidelines

Getting down to business

Upcoming Deadlines

Marjorie Rosen Weber ’57 wins accolades for business savvy

Winter 2017:
Spring 2017:
Summer 2017:
Fall 2017:

Sept. 20, 2016
Jan. 5, 2017
March 8, 2017
June 23, 2017

These deadlines apply to class
secretaries and their columns.
Submissions from classmates should
be made directly to class secretaries
before these deadlines.
We cannot guarantee the
publication of class notes received
after the deadline as production
schedules and resources require
strict deadline compliance.
Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints
(made from a negative) or digital
photos can be submitted to the
Quarterly for publication.
Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6
inches or larger and 300 dpi.
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG
and email it as an attachment to
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
How to Submit Class Notes

Email your notes to
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)
Email:

By fax:

(508) 286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still
welcome at our door. You may mail
columns or your news to:

Class Notes
Wheaton Quarterly
Wheaton College
Norton, MA 02766
Questions?

We are here to help tackle any
questions, concerns or problems
that come up as you work on your
class notes.
News about members of classes
that are not listed or do not have a
class secretary may be submitted to
the Wheaton Quarterly, preferably
by email.

Stay connected to the latest
Wheaton news
Join us on
Facebook.com/WheatonCollege
and follow us on Twitter
@wheaton
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It’s not every day that a mayor
proclaims a day in one’s honor.
But Marjorie Rosen Weber
’57 experienced that recognition due to her innumerable
contributions to her home city
of Miami—including helping
entrepreneurs build up their
fledging businesses.
Also, her decades of work in
the financial industry prompted
SCORE Miami Dade—a nonprofit dedicated to helping launch
small businesses—to honor her at
their annual business and leadership awards dinner last fall.
But the awards and accolades
do not mean she is reaching her
endgame, said Weber, who is 81.
“It’s not over. I keep doing what
I can. The demand for this type
of consulting far exceeds what
would be considered a normal
40-hour workweek,” she said.
After graduating from Wheaton
with a degree in psychology (and
a minor in English), Weber began
her career at New York, N.Y.based Sonnenblick Goldman
Corp. as a secretary. She worked
her way up to the position of
administrative vice president.
“I was a ‘glass ceiling’ woman.
I have a photo of me sitting in a
conference room in New York in
1970 with 29 men. At that time,
there were zero women in that
industry,” she said.
Naturally curious, Weber took
graduate courses in accounting.
Soon she became an indispensable part of Sonnenblick.
Weber drew from her psychology degree the ability to work
with people from diverse backgrounds. “Many times the barriers to entry are personalities,”
she said. “I vet people carefully
to understand their motivation.
I think most people have good
intentions. And then I try to bring

out the best in them.”
Weber went on to launch
her own real estate investmentbanking firm in Miami, which
she successfully ran from 1977
to 2000. Since then, she has
consulted for several organizations—most recently a partnership of Florida Small Business
Development Center and Florida
International University. She
served as executive director of
SCORE Miami Dade from 2000
to 2014.
In her work helping wouldbe entrepreneurs, she has led
workshops and mentored people
with compelling business ideas.
“Everyone has a dream, but not
everyone understands business
principles,” she said. “Many
know how to make a pizza,
but don’t know how to manage a business, plan marketing
campaigns or handle financial
matters.”
Weber said she has an intuitive sense of when a person is
ripe for entrepreneurial success.
She recalls first meeting new
Miami residents, a husband
and wife, who had experience
working as coffee baristas on
the West Coast.
“They told me, ‘We have
aspirations to serve the best
coffee and be competitive with

Starbucks.’ Now, in Miami,
Panther Coffee is a more recognized name than Starbucks.
I was excited to take them from
an idea to a business with five
locations in Miami Dade and
distribution nationally,” she said.
Weber said she ultimately
wants to help people develop
businesses that benefit the
region for the long term.
“My objective always has
been creating more jobs and
supporting the community. If
you provide the knowledge and
subsequently the funding for
business owners, they can hire
people, ” she said.
Her efforts continue to pay
off. She is currently rallying
together small business owners,
government agencies and local
residents from an economically struggling neighborhood to
develop a food-based industry
that will include incubator space
for training and education,
along with financial support, to
improve the quality of life in the
community by creating employment opportunities.
“We received approval to use
a 5,000-sq.-ft. mixed-use building for five years, rent-free,” she
said, noting that she is serving
as an advisor to the sponsors
who are driving the project. A
second landlord has provided
office space, space for a future
commercial kitchen, and land
for nurseries and vegetable
gardens.
“Sensitivity to other people’s
needs and aspiration is the
starting point. I follow up by
providing guidelines and ground
rules. Those people who can
listen and make the adjustments
are the ones who succeed,” she
said. Q
—Laura Pedulli
WheatonCollege
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Mesmerizing tales
Smith-Johnson pens book on Cape Cod history
Cape Cod enjoys a rich tradition of local
lore and legends, including many that predate the arrival of the Pilgrims.
In her recently published book, Legends
& Lore of Cape Cod (History Press, 2016),
Robin Smith-Johnson ’76 spins tales about
love, shipwrecks, murders, hauntings, witches, ancient Wampanoag legends, and much
more, from this 339-square-mile peninsula
in eastern Massachusetts.
Smith-Johnson, who majored in English
at Wheaton, is passionate about all things
literature and history.
For the past 17 years, she has served as
the Cape Cod Times’ librarian, conducting research for reporters and editors, in
addition to other duties. She also has served
on the faculty of Cape Cod Community
College since 2003, teaching various English
classes, including English Composition
I, Foundations in Writing and Creative
Writing. (She received her master’s degree
in English at Bowling Green.)
Since 2009, she has written a popular blog,
“Cape Rewind,” which features fascinating
vignettes on figures and events in local history.
It was her blog that captured the attention
of History Press. In February last year, the
publisher reached out to her about writing
a book that would combine some of her
“Cape Rewind” research, and require her to
collect new material, by the end of October.
“I couldn’t have done it without the
blogs,” she said, noting that her 350 entries
were essential to her manuscript.
Smith-Johnson collected dozens of old
photographs, which had to be submitted
before the manuscript. She found them by

digging into the
archives of various libraries, Cape
Cod Community
College and Cape
Cod Times, and also,
more close to home:
Her father’s old collection of postcards
(he had been an
antiquarian book dealer).
Her book is organized by subject, including Wampanoag stories, legendary animals
(for example, sea serpents), sea voyages,
pirates, rumrunners, ghosts, cold murder
cases, UFOs, the Kennedys, and more.
One of her favorite findings: the discovery of a Cape Cod Times clip file about the
Orleans Historical Society, which revealed
the existence of an early 1900s all-women
group called Orleans Hen Hawks, which lit
gas lamps on nights with no moon, to ensure the town enjoyed light at a time when
electricity was not yet prevalent.
When Smith-Johnson finally submitted
the manuscript, the publisher asked for an
additional 19,000 words, so she delved
once more back into her research and writing. “Luckily, I had five weeks. I spent literally every moment in front of the computer
working. I finished it a couple of days after
Thanksgiving. It made the book so much
better.”
Smith-Johnson fondly recalls her education at Wheaton—in particular, Kathleen
Vogt, her English professor.
“She was the reason I went to Bowling
Green, as she had done her graduate work

there. She loved William Butler Yeats, Irish
literature and poetry,” Smith-Johnson said.
Smith-Johnson recalled an incident when
as a senior at Wheaton, she had been short
on money to make copies at the library.
“[Professor Vogt] gave me the money
and said, in exchange, to someday ‘send
me your first book of poems,’” SmithJohnson said.
Sure enough, when Smith-Johnson
published a book of poems, Dream of the
Antique Dealer’s Daughter, in 2013, she sent
the book to her beloved professor.
“She remembered me. She sent me a
wonderful note,” she said.
As for Legends & Lore of Cape Cod,
Robin-Smith is giving talks throughout the
Cape, enjoying continued success in her
writing career. Q
—Laura Pedulli

Every life has stages.

Wheaton has a gift plan for everyone. Planning for and protecting your future includes
thoughtful gift planning throughout your life. During your later years, for example, you
might consider establishing a charitable gift annuity that will benefit you or your loved
ones in your lifetime, and then future generations of Wheaton students.
Find out more about how you can give for the future right now. Call the Office of Gift
Planning at 508-286-3459 or online at giftplanning/wheatoncollege.edu.

Your gift. Your way.
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Empowered woman
Ashley Sweeney ’79 publishes Eliza Waite
Not all stories are planned. Often inspiration
comes about suddenly or unexpectedly, and
the writer never looks back.
For Ashley Sweeney ’79, the idea for
Eliza Waite (She Writes Press, 2016) first
emerged while was hiking with her husband, Michael, through the dense woods
of Cypress Island in the San Juan Islands in
Washington State.
The couple took a wrong turn, and ended
up at a sheltered cove on the island’s north
side, just below a massive cliff face. There,
they spied a long-abandoned, dilapidated
cabin. A nearby plaque told of owner Zoe
Hardy, a self-sufficient hermit from the 1930s.
It was the first inkling of an idea for Eliza
Waite, the main character of Sweeney’s
future book.
“I imagined a reclusive woman living in
a cabin, and the story that would have led
her there, and also the story that would have
led her away from there,” Sweeney said.
“As a historical fiction aficionado and an
American literature and American history
major at Wheaton, the find fascinated me
and was full of possibility.”
Eight years later, Eliza came to life in
Sweeney’s published novel. The story, which
takes place at the turn of the 20th century,
chronicles Eliza’s journey from the San Juan
Islands to Skagway, Alaska, during the Gold
Rush after the tragic death of her husband
and son. There, she establishes a bakery
among the town’s miners, fortune hunters,
business owners, con men and prostitutes.
“Eliza Waite is a strong and self-reliant
character, who made her way as a woman
in a rough and raucous man’s world,”

Sweeney said.
Along the
way, the book
transports readers through Gold
Rush history,
diary entries and
authentic pioneer recipes.
“I baked and
tasted all 33
pioneer recipes included in the novel for authenticity,”
Sweeney said. “The recipes are integral to
the story to show Eliza’s struggles and successes. My favorites are Gingerbread, Pecan
Tarts, Marionberry Coffee Cake and Country
Apple Pie.”
Sweeney, a career journalist and teacher,
has a deep love of history and writing. She

wrote for Washington newspapers The
Lynden Tribune and The La Conner Weekly
News, and also taught high school English,
journalism and ESL for more than 12 years.
At Wheaton, she served as a staff member
and editor of Rushlight. Also, music played
a large part of her Wheaton experience, as
she was a member of many choirs, including The Freshman Choir, The Chamber
Choir, and The Madrigal Choir—all under
the tutelage of the late Charles Fassett.
She recalls professors Nancy Norton and
Samuel Coale as key mentors in her professional development.
Norton pushed her intellectually during
preparation for her oral senior exam on
Great Depression-era America and John
Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath. “I vividly
remember the last class I took with Miss
Norton in Mary Lyon Hall and regretting
that my time with her—and her vast and
varied knowledge—was formally over. I
still have the many letters she sent to me
while I spent my junior year abroad in York,
England,” she said.
One of her favorite classes was a senior
seminar on 20th century American literature
with Coale.
“I count it a privilege that I had the opportunity to attend a college that offered
small classes with world-class professors,”
she said.
The debut of Eliza Waite is a special moment for Sweeney.
“I’ve been a wordsmith for as long as I
can remember and am so satisfied to see
Eliza Waite in print,” she said. Q
—Laura Pedulli

The Quarterly welcomes letters to the editor on
topics you’ve read in these pages or on other
topics concerning the Wheaton community.
Email us: quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
Or send letters to: Sandy Coleman, editor, Wheaton Quarterly, Wheaton College,
26 E. Main St., Norton, MA 02766
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Returning to campus to offer opportunities

Our graduates are always willing to help
out the next generation. In April, several
attended Wheaton’s Spring 2016 Career Fair,
which featured nearly 30 employers showcasing job and internship opportunities.
Among the alums were Kathleen “Kathy”
O’Neil ’92, director of marketing at Global

Rescue, LLC, and Allyson “Ally” Bizer
Knox ’92, president of the Hoxie Center at
Sagamore Beach for Art, Science, Education
and Culture. One company, Y.O.U. Inc.,
was represented by five alumnae who work
there (pictured, left to right)— Emily Swalec
’14, electronic health record trainer; Jillian
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Garofano ’08, clinician; Judi Stank Rock ’99,
assistant component director communitybased services; Jillian Anger ’05, director
of quality management program support;
and Anna Berin ’04, assistant component
director of residential services/director of
congregate Care.
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Stay
connected

Has your last
name changed
due to a change
in marital
status?
Did you move
recently? Do
you have a new
email address?
We want to
know.

Please keep
Wheaton
updated with
your latest information.

Peter W. Kunhardt Jr. ’05 and The Gordon Parks
Foundation, of which he is the executive director, received
a lot of media mentions this spring as the foundation
hosted its 10th anniversary awards dinner and auction
on May 24 in New York City. The Gordon Parks Foundation
preserves the work of photographer Gordon Parks,
makes it available to the public, and supports artistic and
educational activities that advance what Parks described
as “the common search for a better life and a better
world.” Among the event co-chairs were Alicia Keys, Karl
Lagerfeld and Usher. Honorees included fashion designers
Maxwell Osborne and Dao-Yi Chow, musician Janelle
Monáe, Bryan Stevenson, founder of the Equal Justice

Initiative, photographer LaToya Ruby Frazier and Leonard
and Judy Lauder. Fashion Week Daily featured a photo
of Kunhardt with Usher and others. Vogue also featured
images of the gala and an article quoting Kunhardt:
“We’re in a time when the country is having so many
issues not only politically but also with discrimination
and race and gender and identity,” he said. “We’re an
organization that’s about celebrating arts and creativity,
looking at these issues through Mr. Parks’s photographs.
But the point isn’t just to honor Gordon Parks’s legacy, but
to inspire the next generation of young artists.” Pictured
from left to right, Peter W. Kunhardt Jr. ’05, Sarah Arison,
Kasseem “Swizz Beatz” Dean, Kathleen Cleaver and Usher.

Go to wheatoncollege.net.
Once you are on the page,
look for the link on the
right-hand side that says
“update my info.” Please
note that in order to update
your contact information,
you will need to join/
register for the online
community.
Too complicated?
Email your updated
information to alum@
wheatoncollege.edu.
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Brick by brick
Lauren Andres ’14 is a model
builder at LEGO Systems
Many children would agree that Lauren Andres
’14 has the best job: LEGO model builder.
At company headquarters in Enfield,
Conn., Andres teams up with fellow builders, as well as designers and master builders, to create LEGO models that fuel the
imagination of young minds.
“My favorite part about LEGO Systems
has been the people and overall culture,”
said Andres, who majored in studio art at
Wheaton. “Being employed at a toy company, I’ve found there is a ‘work hard, play
hard’ mentality. Everyone here is incredibly hard-working, but there is certainly no
shortage of fun.”
In her role, Andres assists LEGO designers, helping to turn their digital design into
the actual physical model. Designers begin
creating their model in Maya, a 3D computer software, and then export the file into the
company’s Brick Builder program. In Brick
Builder, designers are able to translate their
3D model into a LEGO model.
As model builder, Andres looks at files
created in Brick Builder as virtual building
instructions to build the model physically.
“We work layer by layer, gluing each
individual brick together to create a stable
model that can travel across the country, or
even across the world, to its final destination,” Andres said, adding that all models
are built with regular bricks available to
anyone—not specialty pieces or colors.
She has worked on models of all sizes,
from those that can fit in the palm of her
hand to larger-scale models taller than her.
Her job requires acute attention to detail,
a skill she developed as a Wheaton student.
“In art and design, you are often faced
with a problem and there are a thousand
different ways to solve it, but it is your job
to figure out the best solution,” Andres said.

“The same holds true for model building;
there are so many different ways to build a
model, but it is the model builder’s job to
determine the best approach.”
Andrew Howard, co-chair of the Studio Art
and Art History Department, recalls Andres
as a motivated student with “amazing focus.”
“She was always able to define her
conceptual ideas, and execute them. She is
a meticulous worker who is hard on herself
when things aren’t working out with her
art,” Howard said. “She also has a very
quirky sense of humor and I think that her
position at LEGO Systems is the absolute
perfect job for her.”
Before her position at LEGO Systems,
Andres was part of a small startup company
with only two employees. Now, she enjoys
working at one of the most well loved toy
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companies in the world.
“It is awesome to be reminded of the
amount of visibility my job and company
have; for example, photos of life-size
models I’ve worked on regularly appear
on popular media sites like Entertainment
Weekly,” she said.
Andres said her liberal arts education at
Wheaton helped her land such a unique,
fulfilling job.
“My role as a model builder asks me to
be versatile and flexible in a lot of different
capacities,” she said. “This diversification
of my studies has ensured that I am not
limited to one specific career path, and has
helped lead to great opportunities in a short
amount of time.“ Q
—Laura Pedulli
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IN MEMORIAM
1933

Elizabeth Edmond McKie, 105,
died on May 17. Elizabeth grew
up in Brookline, Mass. She
graduated from Wheaton with a
bachelor’s degree in French. She
began visiting Cape Cod with
her parents in 1926, spending
vacations in Wellfleet. In 1935,
she married Donald. After living
near Boston, they retired happily
to the Cape in 1974, and visited
family each year in California and
Arizona. She loved golf and was
a member of the Eastward Ho!
Country Club. She also enjoyed
bridge, dancing, playing piano
and traveling. As a widow in her
80s, Elizabeth went on many
tours of Europe and other areas.

1939

Mary Hussey MacBride, 100,
died June 5 in Falmouth, Maine.
Mary married Milt in 1942
while he was serving in the U.S.
Army during World War II. They
bounced from army base to army
base until 1944, when he was
sent overseas to the European theater of war. Her son was born in
1945. When the war ended, they
lived in Mars Hill, Maine, until
1947, and then moved to Presque
Isle, Maine, where their daughter
was born in 1948. In the early
years of the marriage, she was a
stay-at-home mom. After her husband died in 1975, she ran for the
Maine House of Representatives
from Presque Isle, serving 16
years. In 1979, she was honored
by the Beta Sigma Phi Society
as “Lady of the Year”; in 1983,
Bangor Daily News selected her
as one of the 10 most outstanding
women in northern and eastern
Maine; and she was selected as
one of the 12 outstanding women
in Aroostook County by Maine
Centers for Women. After she
retired from the legislature in
1994, she ventured to Key Colony
Beach in the Florida Keys for
several weeks each winter.

1942

Helen Masson Copeland, 96,
died on June 7 in Cortlandt
Manor, N.Y. Formerly a resident
of The Cypress of Charlotte, she
had recently moved to New York
to be closer to her children. Helen
was born in Rochester, Minn.
After college, she worked as a lab
assistant at the National Institutes
of Health in Washington, D.C.,
where she met Herbert of
Charlotte, N.C. They married in
1946 and moved to his home62 WHEATON QUARTERLY

town, where the family grew
to include three sons and one
daughter. In 1958, Helen followed
a new calling to become a writer
and poet. She focused all her
energies on raising her children
and writing, eventually publishing more than 50 works including
magazine features, short fiction,
poetry, children’s books and a
memoir encompassing the early
history of the Mayo Clinic. Helen
also served as a volunteer at the
Nature Museum, taught writing classes at Central Piedmont
Community College, was president of the Charlotte Writers Club
and was a lifelong member of the
North Carolina Poetry Society.

1945

Carolyn “Carol” Smith
Strickland, 92, died on July 22
at Glastonbury Health Center
in Glastonbury, Conn. She attended Wheaton during World
War II, graduating with a degree
in mathematics. She worked at
Connecticut General Insurance
Company in Hartford, Conn.,
before meeting her husband, Hall.
They married in 1953 and settled
in Middletown. Her three children
arrived in quick succession and
Carol was a stay-at-home mom
for several years. As her children grew up, Carol worked as
a substitute elementary school
teacher, a travel agent, a florist in
Keser’s Flower Shop, and finally
as an administrative assistant at
Middlesex Memorial Hospital.
While in Middletown, she was a
member of the local garden club,
the social group The Westfield
Wrens, ESP (an all-female investment club), and volunteered with
American Field Service. She loved
the outdoors and was a master
gardener and avid bird watcher.
She moved to Rhode Island in
1990. She volunteered at Wilcox
Park in Westerly, R.I., and served
as the beach committee chairperson for the Quonochontaug
East Beach Association. As her
health declined, Carol returned
to Middletown and lived in an
assisted living facility, and finally
moved to Glastonbury Health
Care, where she continued to
enjoy visits with her family and
sitting out in the sun.

1946

Margaret “Mardo” Underhill
Doherty, 92, of Hammondsport,
N.Y., died on July 17. She earned
a bachelor’s degree in economics from Wheaton. She married

Matthew in 1946. They resided
in Corning, N.Y., for many years
with their five children. The
couple divorced in 1972. Mardo
moved to Keuka Lake, N.Y.,
in 1975, and married William
Doherty in 1982. The couple traveled frequently with their pets,
and were active in civic affairs.
Mardo was a Cub Scout den
mother, Girl Scout troop leader,
volunteer with the Chapter P for
Corning Hospital, a member of
the Hammondsport Zoning Board
of Appeals and a board member
of the Glenn H. Curtiss Museum.
She was a member of the board
of directors of The Leader, and
worked at the Willow Shop in
Painted Post for many years

1947

Barbara Asch, of Bridgehampton,
N.Y., died on June 18. Barbara
was born in Richmond, Va., and
lived most of her life in New York
City, but she never lost her southern accent. She bought her home
in Bridgehampton in 1968. A
graduate of Wheaton and Cooper
Union, she was a book designer
and art therapist. Her real love
was for making assemblages from
found objects as well as using
found objects as art, doing it
long before it became popular.
Her paintings, drawings and assemblages have been exhibited
widely. She was a recipient of a
New York Foundation for the Arts
grant.

1949

Dorothy “Dorsi” Brooks Tately,
88, died on May 15, at her
home in Harwich, Mass. Dorsi
received an associate degree
at Colby Junior College in New
London, N.H., and graduated
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s
degree in psychology. She married Hal in the Wheaton Chapel
in 1950. Dorsi and Hal moved
for a few years to Cincinnati,
Ohio, then lived for a decade in
Pittsfield, Mass. By 1965, they
had four boys when they moved
to Scotia, N.Y. Dorsi worked for
years in school libraries in Scotia
and Schenectady, N.Y., and was
an active member of the First
Reformed Church of Scotia. In
1996, Dorsi retired and moved
with Hal to Harwich.

1950

Margret Heineman, 88, of
Warwick, R.I., passed away in
North Kingstown on July 26.
Her family escaped from Nazi

Germany when Margret was only
ten years old; settled briefly in
London at the beginning of the
WWII; and then came to the
United States. She graduated
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s
degree in chemistry. She worked
as a research technician at Mass
General Hospital.

1951

Judith Munch Pinney died on
June 12. She attended Wheaton,
The Hartt College of Music, and
in 1964, received her bachelor’s degree in English from the
University of Hartford. She took
post graduate courses at Trinity
College, Hartford Graduate
Center and New England
Institute for Neuro-Linguistic
Programming. She was certified
in Ericksonian hypnosis. After
doing research work at St. Francis
Hospital and medical writing at
University of Connecticut Medical
Center, she went on to become an
accomplished freelance medical
writer. She was a member and
fellow of the American Medical
Writers Association, American
Public Health Association, New
York Academy of Sciences, and
the National Coalition on Aging.
She was listed as a distinguished
leader in health care by Who’s
Who of American Women.
Throughout her life, she was actively involved in hospice, both as
a medical writer and volunteer.

1953

Barbara Berkall, a former entertainment executive, died on
March 28.
Ann Adams Taylor, 84, died
on June 29 at Coastal Carolina
Medical Center in Hardeeville,
S.C. Nancy was born in
Bethlehem, Pa. After graduating
from Wheaton, she worked in a
research lab at Cornell Medical
College in New York City. In
1963, Ann, her two sisters, and
their three husbands, formed the
second generation of ownership
of ABARTA, Inc., a company
founded by her father, Rolland
Adams. The second generation
owners grew the company to
include two newspapers, four
Coca-Cola Bottling franchises,
and an oil and gas company. In
1986, Ann assumed the role of
publisher of Bethlehem GlobeTimes. In 1987, she served as
chairman of the board of ABARTA
until her retirement in July 1995.
Throughout her adult life, Ann
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was active in the Bethlehem
community. Ann was a life
trustee of Moravian College, a
de Tocqueville Society member
of the United Way of the Greater
Lehigh Valley, and a longtime
supporter of the Bethlehem
Public Library. Ann served on
the boards of Moravian College,
Northampton Community College
and St. Luke’s Hospital. Ann sang
in the Lehigh University Choral
Union. After her family, Ann’s
greatest loves were worldwide
travel; animals, especially horses
and dogs; singing; and the island
of Martha’s Vineyard, where she
had a home and helped to preserve the island’s natural beauty
for generations to come by donating land to the Sheriff’s Meadow
Foundation.

1956

Sylvia Greaves Norton, 81, of
Brookhaven, N.Y., died on June
28. She graduated from Wheaton
with bachelor’s degrees in philosophy and religion. She was the
longtime class secretary for the
Class of 1956. She had recently
attended her 60th Reunion in
May.

1957

Margaret Davidson McCormac
died on June 24 from pancreatic cancer. Margaret grew up in
Wellesley, Mass. After graduating from Wheaton, she earned
her master’s degree in social
work from Syracuse University.
Margaret liked sports and enjoyed
her golf and tennis leagues. She
loved going to Maine in the summer and had a green thumb for
gardening.

1959

Paula Young Andrew, 77, of Juno
Beach, Fla., and Glenview, Ill.,
passed away on Dec. 28, 2015.

1960

Carol Haller Bunker, 78, died on
April 3, at Wesley Medical Center
in Wichita, Kan., due to complications caused by Glioblastoma.
Carol was a longtime resident
of Henderson, Nev. After losing
her husband, David, in February
2016, and being diagnosed with
terminal brain cancer, she moved
to Wichita to be with her family.
Carol graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in sociology. After college, she worked for Cape Cod
& Islands Flight Services doing
scheduling and groundwork.
At age 24, she became one of

Marianne Hessentahler Ellison ’40, P’66
Marianne Hessentahler
Ellison, 97, an active alumna
and generous benefactor of
Wheaton, passed away on
May 6.
A native of Chillicothe,
Ohio, Marianne moved to
Massachusetts to attend
Wheaton. She graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in history in
1940. She taught at The Rivers
School and Dedham Country
Day, and raised her family in
Lexington, Mass.
After marrying William Ellison
in 1968, she moved to Duxbury,
Mass., where she lived for the
remainder of her life.
Over the decades, Marianne
remained dynamically involved
with Wheaton and contributed
to many causes. She served as
class president, participated
on the President’s Commission
and Sesquicentennial Campaign
Advisory Council, and regularly
attended reunions.
Through the Ellison
Foundation, Marianne supported
the renovation and expansion
of multiple facilities on campus.
Her name appears on the Ellison
Lecture Hall in Watson Fine Arts
Center, Ellison Dance Studio
in the Balfour-Hood Student
Center and Ellison Teaching
and Conference Suite in Haas
Athletic Center.
the first and youngest women
licensed to fly as a commercial pilot. Carol married John
O’Connor in 1963 and gave birth
to son Michael in Needham,
Mass. She married David Bunker
in September 1970. Carol became
a flight coordinator for Nevada
Airlines in the late 1970s after
moving to Las Vegas. In the mid1980s, she and her husband
became professional dog trainers,
winning many awards in competitive obedience training. Carol also
volunteered in the K-9 Therapy
Program at St. Rose Hospital in
Henderson, Nev.

1977

Deborah “Debbie” Blackwell
Nisbett, 61, passed away on June
15 at her home in New Limerick,
Maine. She was born in Newton,
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ated for 32 years, until selling it
in 2013.

1980

Joanne “JoJo” Howard Hitch, 57,
died unexpectedly in her home in
Deephaven, Minn., on March 17.
She graduated from Wheaton with
a bachelor’s degree in economics. She worked in steel products
for Cargill, Inc., as a bond trader
for First Bank, and as a realtor for Burnet, Edina Realty and
Sotheby’s of Wayzata. She was a
member of the Wayzata Garden
Club and The Study Group, and
was active in her community.

Friends

William Kiernan, former Wheaton
groundskeeper, in June

The foundation grant for the
athletic center was given in
memory of husband William,
who passed away in 1988, and
in honor of her 50th Reunion in
1990.
Marianne’s daughter, Harriot
Clow, also attended Wheaton.
She graduated in 1966 with a
bachelor’s degree in art.
In other service, Marianne
was a trustee of Manomet
Center for Conservation
Science and Massachusetts
Eye and Ear. She also actively
supported Duxbury Maritime
School, Crossroads For Kids,
Massachusetts General
Hospital, South Shore Arts
Center, and other charities.

Mass. Debbie grew up in
Millinocket, Maine. She attended
Wheaton, and then transferred to
Beal College, where she earned
an associate degree in computer
programming. She taught there
for a period of time. In May 1978,
she married Tom Nisbett. After
their marriage, Debbie and Tom
followed Tom’s military career,
spending time at Fort Riley, Kan.,
where they made many lifelong
friends and Debbie furthered her
education and life experience.
She earned a second associate degree from Kansas State
University in retail floriculture,
which led to her longest life’s
work. Upon returning to Maine
and settling in the Houlton area,
she and Tom became the owners
of Chadwick’s Florist in Houlton,
a business they owned and oper-

Jacqueline Boudreau, former
Wheaton audiovisual media coordinator, in June

Relatives
1950 William Anixter, husband of
Nancy Sausser Anixter, in May
1951 John Kaltenthaler, husband of Frederica Marindin
Kaltenthaler, in May
1951 Alexander Simpson, husband of Nancy Dewey Simpson,
in June
1952 William Long, husband
of Anne Nordling Long, in
December
1959 Rev. Francis Creamer Jr.,
husband of Ann Lichty Creamer,
in February
1970 Helen Masson Copeland,
mother of Marion Copeland
Mitchell, in June
1976 John Kaltenthaler, father of
Hope Belanger, in May
1976 William Long, father of Joan
Long Melroy, in December
1976 Mildred Myers, mother of
Judith Myers, in March
1987 George Marr, father of Amy
Marr Collins, in November
1997 Virginia Eldridge, mother
of Katherine Eldridge Olson, in
February
2001 Virginia Eldridge, mother of
Susan Eldridge, in February
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KEITH NORDSTROM

Commencement Reunion by the numbers

1

Piano and bench

5

Podiums

16

Rings of the chapel’s bell

30

Easels—metal and wood

104

Tables, including six- and eight-foot, and a variety of cocktail tables

399

White roses for graduates

1,980
Chairs

5,154

Photos taken by two photographers at Commencement
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ROY DABNER

My gift.
My way.

Sara Dreier Moya ’67
Arizona State University faculty associate
Paradise Valley, Arizona, vice mayor and council member
Emergency Food and Shelter Program of FEMA, Arizona, chair
Married to Robert Moya for 50 years; mother of two, grandmother of two

“A 50th Reunion is momentous. It presents the opportunity to reflect upon one’s
life to date, to consider one’s goals going forward, and to contemplate methods
of achieving those goals. I am pleased with the way Wheaton prepared me
for my life, with its exciting challenges, surprises and rewards. As a professor
myself, I see many of the challenges faced by colleges and universities. I am
interested in ensuring that Wheaton is able to address those challenges creatively
and effectively, and in a way that facilitates the achievement of its goals. All my
life, I have believed that it is important to give back so others may benefit. So
I support Wheaton financially in two ways. First, I make yearly contributions
to the Wheaton Fund to help with current operating needs. Second, I have
included Wheaton in my will to make a more substantial contribution to the
college’s future. Including Wheaton in my will allows me the flexibility of
increasing the amount I give according to changes in my lifestyle and financial
situation. I want to recognize and express gratitude for the role Wheaton has
played in my life, and I want to ensure that others have access to the same types
of benefits that I enjoy through my long-term association with the college.”

Your gift. Your way.
Learn how you can give for the future right now.
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or
visit online at giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 wheatoncollege.edu

Invest in the
future.
Mary “Casey” Boll ’07

Second vice president of product control, Northern Trust Hedge
Fund Services, Chicago
Co-owner, L.H. Selman Ltd. Gallery & Auction House
President’s Commission member
Wheaton Fund supporter

Manages dreams:
“My company provides services for hedge funds and other
institutional clients with highly complex investment strategies. I
manage a team responsible for market valuations and profit-andloss reporting for our clients’ portfolios.”

Makes a difference:
“In my spare time, I work with my spouse to help build our business.
We are new owners of L.H. Selman Ltd. Gallery, which specializes in
selling high-end antique and modern glass paperweights. We also
manage a foundation committed to providing education about the art
form. We want to ensure this 19th century art form will continue to
be appreciated for generations to come.”

Offers valuable support:

BE THE
DIFFERENCE
Give opportunity. Support the Wheaton Fund.

Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

Rob Hart

“Wheaton empowered me with a strong sense of self and academic
curiosity. The confidence I built while conquering new opportunities
continues to be a cornerstone of my professional growth today. One
experience that helped prepare me for life after Wheaton was my
internship and a subsequent job offer in the treasury department of
a Fortune 500 company. Now, I contribute to the Wheaton Fund so
other students can engage in creative and academic exploration.”

