
The magazine of Wheaton College, Massachusetts Fall 2017

WHEATON





FALL 2017 1

Features
18

The royal treatment
Sally Bedell Smith ’70 queen of best-
sellers on British monarchy 
By Andrew Faught 

22
Making room for ideas
New spaces enrich liberal arts through 
hands-on, high-tech learning
By Becca Manning

28
Fighting cancer with 
innovation
Nancy Klauber DeMore ’87 is an 
accomplished doctor, cancer 
researcher 
By Laura Pedulli

Departments
Between the lines 2

@DHANNO 3

Around the Dimple 4

Conversation 12

Lyons pride 14

Campus scene 16

Alumnae/i news 32

Class Notes 36

In Memoriam 62

Perspective 64

On this page
Commencement 2017, photo by Keith 
Nordstrom

On the cover
Photo illustration: 3-D and laser printing 
with assistance from professors Kelly 
Goff and Jason Goodman; art direction 
by David Laferriere; photo by Keith 
Nordstrom

Read us online
Find all our stories and more online at 
wheatoncollege.edu /wheaton-magazine. 



2 WHEATON MAGAZINE

WHEATON
MAGAZINE

Vol. 57, No. 4

Editor
Sandy Coleman 

Designer
David Laferriere 

Multimedia producer
Keith Nordstrom

Staff writers
Becca Manning
Laura Pedulli

Administrative 
assistant
Ellen Cataloni 

Vice president for 
marketing and 
communications
Gene Begin

Assistant vice 
president for 
communications
Michael Graca

Wheaton Magazine (ISSN 
1068-1558) is published 
four times a year (winter, 
spring, summer and 
fall) by Wheaton College 
and printed by Lane 
Press of Burlington, 
Vt. Periodicals postage 
paid at Norton, Mass., 
and additional mailing 
offices. Postmaster: 
Send address changes to 
Wheaton College, Norton, 
MA 02766. Wheaton 
College © 2017

Connect with us 
on social media

  WheatonCollege

 @wheaton

Email us:
quarterly@
wheatoncollege.
edu

Talk to a human:
508-286-8235

Refreshing
Notice anything different? We hope so. 

We have spent the past several months think-
ing about how we can make your award-winning 
magazine even better. 
With this issue we are 
revealing the outcome 
of that process, which 
includes your input. 

We have refreshed 
the magazine, taking 
into consideration the 
views you shared in 
our readership survey 
as well as Wheaton’s 
evolving brand frame-
work (read more about branding on page 9).

Last fall we emailed a survey to more than 14,000 
of you for whom we have email addresses, including 
alumnae/i, friends, parents, staff and faculty, asking 
how often you read the magazine, what holds your at-
tention and how we might improve upon what we are 
doing. A little more than 8 percent of you responded, 
for which we are grateful, considering how busy ev-
eryone is and how much we know the average person 
loves to (not) answer surveys.

You provided great feedback that helped guide us: 
82 percent of you love to read the magazine in print 
form; 68 percent read every issue; and 48 percent 
read most of the magazine. Your top three favorite 
sections are Class Notes, Around the Dimple and the 
cover story. You are most interested in alum profiles, 
academic programs, Alumnae/i Association events, 
faculty and student scholarship, and community 
service and social entrepreneurship. 

Overall, your answers and encouraging comments 
indicate that the magazine is accomplishing its mis-
sion to inform, entertain and keep you connected as 

it shares the story of Wheaton. (Eighty-one percent 
of you agree that the magazine strengthens your con-
nection to Wheaton, so we are happy about that.)

So, what’s different?
 ɜ The cover now notes our geographic location to 
distinguish us from the other institution else-
where.

 ɜ There is more space to make stories easier to read 
and photos are larger to show off the imagery you 
said you enjoy.

 ɜ The table of contents has been revamped to make 
it more concise. 

 ɜ This editor’s page has been reorganized to spot-
light our magazine team, to include a contact 
phone number and to accommodate comments 
from various sources, including from social media.

 ɜ There are some new section labels. Field Report is 
now Lyons Pride, emphasizing the focus on cele-
brating our student-athletes and alums. Panorama 
is now Conversation and is more succinct and less 
formal, which allows more space for us to brag 
about the publications and honors of our faculty 
and graduates. Snap Shots is now called Campus 
Scene (See what we did there? Seen/scene? We 
like to think we are clever.) The End Page is now 
Perspective.

 ɜ And, last, but never least, the Class Notes sec-
tion has a more dramatic opening with a series of 
photos. 
There are other little changes that you will start 

seeing as we move forward. Please tell us what you 
think. We welcome your feedback, as always.

COMMENT
“Bravo! Just came back from Europe lectur-

ing around and visiting family in France. The 
‘Engaging a worldview’ story [in the summer 
issue] is simply extremely special, and Wheaton 
College brightens with it.”

—Pozzi Escot, former Wheaton music professor 

BETWEEN THE LINES
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The right time 
Here’s how a current student describes 
the Wheaton experience: 

“I have made extremely close ties to 
many professors here at Wheaton. My 
art history professors have helped me get 
internships over the summer, given me 
research opportunities and helped me 
with my transition to college. I honestly 
couldn’t ask for a better support system.”

That quote comes from the recently 
published The Princeton Review Best 
382 Colleges 2018, which features cur-
rent students describing Wheaton. The 
description of the college is drawn from a 
survey that the guidebook conducted on 
campus last winter. The views expressed 
by students—praising the expertise of 
our faculty and their dedication to teach-

ing, as well as our 
emphasis on active 
learning—will 
sound familiar to 
people who know 
Wheaton.  

The book also de-
scribes campus life 
and student cul-
ture. “Undergrads 
also applaud the 

fact that their college ‘is home to a wide 
array of culturally-diverse and open-
minded individuals.’ Indeed, ‘everybody is 
very welcoming and very willing to learn 
about new cultures and experiences.’ 
That’s probably due in large part to the 
fact that Wheaton has ‘students from all 
over the country as well as the world ...’” 

This is great affirmation for the learn-
ing environment we strive to create and 
maintain. Not coincidentally, these also 
are the attributes that attract the incred-
ible students who come to Wheaton. And 
the college’s reputation is clearly grow-
ing. Again this fall, the college welcomed 
an historically large group of first-year 
students, second in size only to last year’s 
Class of 2020, which was the largest in 
Wheaton’s 183-year history. At the same 
time, the diversity and intellectual vitality 
the students bring continually amazes. 

This college has incredible momentum. 
As a community, Wheaton has achieved 
remarkable success in recent years, in 
a challenging economic climate that 
has intensified the competition among 
colleges and universities. The college’s 
recent enrollment success is one indica-
tor of that accomplishment, but there are 
many others, such as the dedication and 
expertise of the faculty as well as the col-
lege’s leadership on critical issues.   

For example, Wheaton organized and 
hosted the Summit for Women in STEM, 
which brought scientists from private 
corporations and colleges together with 
young women from across New England 
who are studying science, mathematics 
and engineering. This inaugural event 
was the brainchild of professors Rachelle 
DeCoste (math) and Laura Ekstrom (biol-
ogy), who recognized that their female 
students needed role models and encour-
agement and built a program that will 
have an enormous impact on our campus 
and beyond. 

The STEM summit exemplifies one of 
our greatest advantages, which is clarity 
of purpose. Wheaton offers an amazing 
array of programs and opportunities 
for students, but it is all focused on one 
thing: helping each student discover their 
passion and develop the skills needed 
to pursue that interest on campus and 
beyond. And the entire Wheaton com-
munity is committed to this idea. That is 

another incredible advantage we possess 
as a learning community. 

Wheaton’s alumnae/i are exception-
ally dedicated to the school. The number 
of graduates who come back to campus 
each year for Reunion, to bring a child or 
family member for a campus tour as part 
of the college search process, or to visit 
classes and mentor current students is 
growing each year. This makes a differ-
ence, as does alumnae/i philanthropy. 
Overall, the college received $13 million in 
gifts and the Wheaton Fund hit a record 
high of $4.8 million in the 2016–2017 
academic year, due in no small part to the 
increasing participation of alumnae/i. 

On the strength of that kind of loy-
alty, Forbes magazine recently included 
Wheaton on its list of “Best Loved 
Colleges.” That sounds right to me. I 
regularly experience the enthusiasm 
our community has for this institution 
and its mission. It is shared broadly and 
deeply by students, faculty and staff, 
parents and alumnae/i. And it’s driving 
us forward toward our shared goals to 
ensure that Wheaton continues to build 
on its strengths and make a difference in 
the world.

Dennis M. Hanno, 
president

@DHANNO

First-year students begin their Wheaton journey during an orientation event on the Dimple.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Making 
history: 
How the 
class 
banner 
gets 
created
The pattern
In 1984, when Commencement and 
Reunion were combined into one week-
end event, Wheaton began using class 
banners in the Commencement proces-
sion to “announce” each class. Class 
officers usually ask for volunteers, who 
determine the design and make the ban-
ner. (For the Class of 2017, Charlotte Hall, 
Emma-Kate Metsker and Richard Davies 
volunteered.) Designers aim to visually 
define the college experience of their 
class. Banners are 4-feet long, 3-feet wide, 
and have 8-inch adjustable tabs to hang 
from T-shaped poles. The final results are 
folded in half, hung from clips and stored 
in the archives until needed for Reunion 
and other events. Over the years, classes 
have made banners in various shapes, us-
ing a variety of materials and techniques, 
from sewing to gluing. And often the final 
finish comes down to the wire. “Several 
banners have been designed and cre-
ated during senior week. I’m not telling 

 Go online to see all of the coverage of 
Commencement—the speeches, the 

photos, the pride and the joy.

Research
The process 
begins with College 
Archivist Zephorene 
Stickney Helmreich 
showing students 
the collection of 
banners created over 
the years. Designers 
Charlotte Hall, 
Emma-Kate Metsker 
and Richard Davies 
(right) take photos of 
what catches their 
attention and begin 
brainstorming.

Design and collaboration
Hall, Metsker and Davies meet in Emerson 
Dining Hall (below) to discuss ideas. They 
know they want something classic with 
clean lines that gives a nod to Wheaton’s 
history and diverse community.

Photos by Keith Nordstrom
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you which ones,” noted College Archivist 
Zephorene Stickney Helmreich.
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Construction
In the Mars design studio during 
senior week the three students 
paint the shield-shaped canvas 
backdrop and cut tabs to attach 
the banner to the pole (the class 
color is blue; the Greek god Pan is 
the class symbol). 

Big reveal
Ta-da! They 
reveal the 
banner at 
the White 
Glove Brunch. 
The tree of 
knowledge 
from Wheaton’s 
seal is the 
focus, with 
its apples in 
a rainbow of 
colors.
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Out of the classroom, into the office
Many seniors already knew where they were headed long 
before they walked across the Commencement stage in 
May because they had secured jobs all over the country. 
Here are just a few. Go online to see more.
Amanda Brazell
Economics major
Instructor with Teach For 
America, in Las Vegas
“I joined Teach For America with the 
hope that I could serve as that role model 
for students. I want to help encourage 
students and show them that hard work, 
dedication and passion can take you any-
where you want to be as long as you are 
persistent, committed and focused.”

Katie Merin
Mathematics and computer science major
Wealth platform developer 
at SEI in Oaks, Pa.
“The major experiences that helped me 
get this job include studying abroad and 
taking an app development class that 
worked in Java, and being president 
of Women in STEM. SEI seemed most 
interested in finding someone who is a 
self-starter. As president of Women in 

STEM, I worked on a script for users to 
submit pictures to the club for the ‘This 
is What a Wheaton Scientist Looks Like’ 
display. Being able to talk about this and 
my passion for computer science helped 
me get the job.” 

Nathan Morse
Computer science major
Software engineer at Raytheon 
in Woburn, Mass.
“Ben Chalot [senior associate director of 
the Filene Center] helped me immensely 
in preparing my resume and cover letter 
and taught me how to successfully ad-
vertise my skills in an interview setting. 
Mark Rudenko ’99 was one of my inter-
viewers. And Devin Delfino ’15, who also 
majored in computer science, provided 
me with helpful information about work 
life at Raytheon. A big thank you to all 
these people and Wheaton for developing 
my skills to where they need to be.”

Audrey Spina
Art history and English double major
Development assistant, New 
Bedford (Mass.) Whaling Museum
“The many internships I have completed 
while at Wheaton have been instrumental 
in my job search. Employers—especially 
those at the whaling museum—have been 
impressed with my level of experience 
from internships and volunteer opportuni-
ties.”

Sebastian Viasus
Physics major
Project engineer, FORMA 
Construction, Seattle, Wash.
“The owner of the company is a Wheaton 
physics alum [James “Jim” Phillips ’98], 
and he has hired a physics major from 
Wheaton in the past. As a project en-
gineer, I will be a liaison between the 
architects, designers, engineers and the 
subcontractors. I am excited about work-
ing with people from all different back-
grounds and learning about the industry.”

—Sandy Coleman

Pictured left to right, all Class of 2017: Nathan Morse,  Sebastian Viasus, Amanda Brazell, Audrey Spina and Katie Merin at outdoor classroom on campus
KEITH NORDSTROM
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A genius in the making
OZY Media, a digital publisher that 
focuses on “the new and the next,” 
awarded Claudine Humure ’17 a 
$10,000 genius award in March.

The funding supports her work 
creating low-cost 3-D printed 
adjustable prosthetic sockets for 
amputees in developing countries 
who cannot afford prosthetic limbs. 

Humure—among 10 students 
chosen from hundreds of appli-
cants—received the award at the 
OZY Genius Awards Ceremony on 
March 31 in New York City. A panel 
of distinguished judges—includ-
ing Laurene Powell Jobs (Emerson 
Collective founder and chair); Katie 
Couric (Yahoo Global anchor); David 
Drummond (Google senior execu-
tive); and Jarl Mohn (NPR president 
and CEO)—selected the winners.

“The award will allow me to continue 
working on my research by covering the 
costs of materials and other expenses,” 
Humure said. “I feel honored. The 
awards ceremony was beautiful, and an 
amazing experience.”

Humure, a biology major and business 

and management minor originally from 
Rwanda, developed the prosthetic socket 
with some help from the 3-D printers in 
Wheaton’s WHALE Lab. [Read our cover 
story about “making” at Wheaton on page 
22.] Her design is adjustable to account 

for growth and other daily changes in an 
amputee’s body.

Her dream is to open a clinic special-
izing in affordable prosthetic limbs in 
Rwanda.

—Laura Pedulli

Give and go
By the numbers
1 day Wheaton 
community yard sale 
in May

2 most interesting 
donations—fuzzy 
pink handcuffs, a 
Roomba

15 truckloads of 
stuff

19 dorm 
refrigerators sold

69 volunteers—
theme house 
students, residential 
advisors, faculty and 
staff, community 
partners

400 hours 
planning, setting up, 
staffing 

$800 from 
sales donated to 
community partner 
Land Preservation 
Society of Norton

1,000-plus 
donated items

Claudine Humure ’17 (front row, left) at OZY Genius Awards in March in New York City
MARK MADEO

Student volunteers unload collected donations for the college’s annual 
Give and Go Community Yard Sale into Clark Recreation Center. FALL 2017 7
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Going places

Paige Brnger ’17, other award-winning seniors heading for adventure
Paige Brnger ’17 won a Fulbright to teach 
English to high school students in the 
Slovak Republic. She is one of several 
seniors who won awards in the 2016–2017 
academic year. 

The honor combines her passions for 
teaching and cross-cultural learning. It 
also puts her on a path that traces the 
footsteps of family members, who are 
connected to the country and have been 
drawn to teaching for generations.

Last year, while studying abroad in the 
Czech Republic (photo above), Brnger dis-
covered that the Slovak Republic was the 
home of her great-grandfather, Pavel. At 
that time, she traveled to his hometown 
and learned he was not Czech—as previ-
ously believed—but actually a Slovakian.

“I was immediately drawn to the people 
and culture of Slovakia. There is a deep con-
nection to the land, arts and folk traditions. 
Being there for two weeks was not nearly 

enough time, and I promised myself when I 
left that I would return,” Brnger said.

As a Fulbright Scholar, she will serve as 
a high school teacher, a vocation shared 
by her mother, uncle, grandmother and 
cousins. 

“Members of my family always joke 
we have a ‘curse’ of becoming teachers, 
which I shied away from out of a desire to 
shape my own path. However, since high 
school, I keep finding myself in mentoring 
and teaching roles,” she said.

A double major in secondary education/
teaching and American history, with a mi-
nor in art history, Brnger is a May Fellow 
and Trustee Scholar who has thrived 
academically, particularly under the 
guidance of history professors Kathryn 
Tomasek and John Bezis-Selfa. Brnger 
wrote an honors thesis that examines 
teen girls and sexuality in the post-World 
War II United States. 

She says she is still in shock by the news of 
winning the scholarship, and for the oppor-
tunity to live in the land of her ancestors. 

“A part of me still thinks I’m dreaming. 
When I toured Wheaton for the first time 
I remember walking into Balfour-Hood 
and seeing the wall of scholars and think-
ing to myself, ‘I want to be up there,’” she 
said. “I’m truly humbled by this honor and 
thankful for every person who has helped 
me along the way.” 

—Laura Pedulli

Other award-
winning seniors 
Katrina Alden, Fulbright English 
Teaching Assistantship to Malaysia

Kelvin Ampem-Darko, Watson 
Fellowship

Liam Grace-Flood, Watson Fellowship

Emmeli Gordon, Japan Exchange and 
Teaching (JET) scholarship. 

Stories online



Bravo, Wheaton!

Brand evolution
The integrated launch of Wheaton’s 
updated brand framework, including 
a redesigned web presence, took place 
in August, reflecting the qualities that 
people who know Wheaton best associ-
ate with the college—forward-thinking, 
inclusive, innovative and personal. 

Wheaton’s updated brand strategy will 
carry forward those attributes, expressed 
in part by the idea that the college strives 
to ignite the spark of possibility in stu-
dents who go on to contribute to the world 
in their personal and professional lives. 
The brand initiative also will introduce 
new graphic elements and approaches, 
including a more visible inclusion of the 
institution’s Massachusetts location. The 

college’s seal and athletics identities will 
remain the same.

The qualities reflected in the brand 
emerged from a survey conducted as part 
of the college’s yearlong brand discovery 
project, which included feedback oppor-
tunities for alumnae/i, 
students, parents, fac-
ulty and staff to offer their 
ideas and perspectives 
on Wheaton’s identity, 
strengths and aspirations. 
More than 800 alumnae/i, students, fac-
ulty and staff responded to the survey.

The brand cultivation with the 
Wheaton community engaged more than 
1,500 alumnae/i, faculty, parents, staff, 

students and trustees through focus 
groups, one-on-one interviews, online 
surveys and workshops. It followed an 
external research effort that surveyed 
nearly 1,200 prospective students and 
parents, and guidance counselors.

Beyond the surveys, interviews and 
group discussions, the initiative has 
included supplemental socioeconomic 
and demographic research, competitive 
benchmarking and a campuswide com-
munications audit.

“What comes across very clearly in all of 
our conversations with alumnae/i is that 
graduates see Wheaton as offering a strong 
and personal academic experience in a 
unique, transformative and inclusive cul-
ture,” said Gene Begin, vice president for 
marketing and communications. “As we go 
forward, they want the college to be bold, 
energetic and vibrant while maintaining 
the engaging, connected and deeply per-
sonal nature of our liberal arts programs.”

—Michael Graca
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Among top 
50 liberal arts 
colleges
2017 College Rankings, 
published by Times Higher 
Education and The Wall Street 
Journal

Ranked No. 23 
in dining on 
list of 50 best
Best Value Schools list of 50 
Best Colleges with the Best 
Food

Best value 
school among 
300
Kiplinger’s 2017 list of the 
300 Best Value Colleges and 
Universities

In top 100 
Best-Loved
2017 Forbes Grateful Grads 
Index: Best-Loved Colleges

https://www.facebook.com/bestvalueschools/?fref=mentions
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Touching base
Professor launches website to collect military life stories
Currently only 0.4 percent of the U.S. pop-
ulation actively serves in the U.S. armed 
forces, according to the Department of 
Defense. So, the general public knows 
very little about the stories of their daily 
lives and those of family members and 
civilians connected to them.

Professor of History Anni Cecil is work-
ing to change that with the launch of a new 
crowdsourced website called Military Life 
Memories. The website, designed for the 
general public and researchers, aims to 
be a permanent collection of stories about 
the lives of those who serve or have served 
in the military and their families, as well 
as civilians who work for the armed forc-
es, and host communities where military 
bases are located.

“The world of military communities is 
closed-off and kind of mysterious for most 
people. When there was a draft there was 
a sort of cross-section of American soci-
ety. Today, fewer people know anyone in 
the military,” said Cecil, project director 
and History Department chair. 

Members of the military community 
are being encouraged to share written 
testimony, photographs, videos, letters 
and other artifacts documenting their 
lives at militarylifememories.org. 

Cecil, supported by funding from 
Wheaton and working with research part-
ner Khalifa Al-Ghanim ’18, hopes to build 
an archive of materials that contributes to 
the study of post-World War II military life 
and military communities. Alicia Peaker, 
the digital scholarship specialist at Bryn 
Mawr College, is the front-end developer of 
the website and the project manager.

“My main goal is to collect these stories 
so that historians and scholars and the 
public can have access to them. I want it 
to be a serious collection that’s valuable to 
historians in the same way that the collec-
tions that I’ve used from the 19th and early 
20th centuries have been useful to me,” 
said Cecil, who has written several books 
examining military life and teaches courses 
on European and U.S. military history.

The new website eventually will serve 

as the basis of one of her history courses 
and provide an opportunity for students to 
maintain and improve the website and cre-
ate exhibits using materials in the database.

Al-Ghanim, a political science major 
and an administrative contributor to the 
website, has been working with Cecil 
since 2015. In summer 2016, he and the 
professor traveled to Washington, D.C., to 
conduct interviews with veterans, and he 
will help teach Wheaton students how to 
collect oral histories.

 “While my current coursework is very 
focused on macro-level events, this proj-
ect gives me insight into the effect that 
the military has on individuals and their 
families at a micro and more personal 
level,” Al-Ghanim said. “My career plans 
include seeking a job with the Kuwaiti 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, so my work on 
this project will help because of the public 
relations skills I’ve gained while gathering 
oral histories and communicating with 
members of the U.S. military community.”

—Sandy Coleman

Professor of History Anni Cecil working with research partner Khalifa Al-Ghanim ’18
KEITH NORDSTROM

http://wheatoncollege.edu/faculty/profiles/anni-baker/
http://militarylifememories.org/
http://militarylifememories.org/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/political-science/
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STEM 
summit 
focuses on 
women
More than 200 industry leaders,  
researchers, academics and undergradu-
ates from across New England converged 
at Wheaton on April 8, to lift up the next 
generation of women working in math, 
science, engineering and technology.

The inaugural Wheaton College 
Summit for Women in STEM included 
talks on the challenges that women face in 
building careers in the science, technoloy, 
engineering and mathematics fields as 
well as scientific presentations by profes-
sional and undergraduate researchers. 
Raytheon and Higher Education Resource 
Services (HERS), the premier leadership 
development training provider for women 
in higher education, signed on as spon-
sors of the one-day event.

Presenters included NASA astronomer 
Amy Mainzer, who also serves as the host 
and science consultant for the PBS Kids 
show, “Ready, Jet, Go!,” as well as Jennifer 
Chayes, managing director of Microsoft 
Research New England and New York, 
who delivered the keynote address and 
received the inaugural Wheaton Woman 
in STEM Award.

Ivana Magovcevic-Liebisch ’89, 
senior vice president and head of 
global business development at Teva 
Pharmaceuticals, was among other 
presenters, including scientists from 
Siemens, Raytheon, the University 
of Michigan, Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute and the Atlantic White Shark 
Conservancy, Novartis and Alnylam.

“Our goal is to change the narrative 
about science and our society’s mental 
image of who scientists are,” said Rachelle 
DeCoste, associate professor of  
mathematics, who organized the sum-
mit with Wheaton Assistant Professor of 

Biology Laura Ekstrom. “The stereotype 
of the scientist is of an older white male. 
We want everyone, especially women, to 
see that these fields are for them, too.”

Women account for just 24 percent of 
professionals working in STEM fields. By 
connecting industry leaders with up-and-
coming talent, the Wheaton summit seeks 
to create new connections, forge new 
relationships, build knowledge and match 
students with inspiring role models.

The inspiration for the summit came 
from a discussion with undergraduate 

women who were interested in studying 
math and science. DeCoste and Ekstrom 
were surprised by the direction that the 
conversation took.

“They had questions about what it’s 
like to be a woman in a mostly male-dom-
inated field. There was anxiety of being 
in the minority,” Ekstrom said. “We were 
surprised that the questions they had 
were the same questions that we had 20 
years ago as undergraduates.”

—Michael Graca

The inaugural Wheaton College Summit for Women in STEM was created and organized by professors 
Rachelle DeCoste (above, left) and Laura Ekstrom. The event drew industry leaders, researchers, 
academics and undergraduates from across New England to campus in April.

KEITH NORDSTROM

https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/special-projects-initiatives/stem-summit/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/special-projects-initiatives/stem-summit/
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CONVERSATION

Which way to the tropics? Start 
at Wheaton, John Kricher says
Professor of Biology John Kricher, the 
author of 10 books, has taught at Wheaton 
for 48 years, focusing on ecology and 
ornithology. A recently revised and 
expanded third edition of his book The 
New Neotropical Companion (Princeton 
University Press, 2017) was released 
in March. It was originally inspired by 
“Tropical Ecology” course field trips to 
Belize that he has led. He told us that 
teaching at Wheaton has allowed him to 
follow a “path to the tropics” that resulted 
in a best-selling book. So, we asked him a 
few questions. 

How has teaching at Wheaton contributed 
to your writing and pursuing your passion? 

“I have been able to pursue and diversify 
my many interests. I have co-taught with 
many Wheaton faculty over the years 
and learned so much from each of them 
as well as from many, many students. 
Because I teach all undergrads I have de-
veloped the ability to convey information 
in a clear, understandable and, hopefully, 
interesting way. That skill translated well 
into my so-called popular science writ-
ing. My books all directly derive from 
my classroom and field experiences here 
at Wheaton. My scholarly passion has 
always been teaching about the meaning 
and value of the study of natural history. 
In this century’s world of a rapidly chang-
ing climate, with major and unpredictable 
shifts in biological community composi-
tion, the study of natural history has 
never seemed more essential.”

What most fascinates you 
about tropical ecology?  

“The global tropics comprise the most 
diverse terrestrial and marine eco-
systems on earth and perhaps in the 
universe. With myriads of life forms—
plus all of the remarkable interactions 
among them, including my favorite life 
forms, birds—the study of ecology in the 
tropics is both a huge challenge and an 

immense mental high.” 

What do you consider your 
greatest achievement so far?  

“It is that I have never failed to thoroughly 
enjoy any of my various classes and  
courses. I love the classroom, the field 
trips, the seminars, the office meetings 
with students, and I take pleasure in 
thinking back fondly to the many itera-
tions of Wheaton I have experienced as the 
institution has evolved and in which I have 

played some role and perhaps had some 
influence. I have thrived on my involve-
ment with faculty concerns and issues 
throughout my career and I have learned 
from, grown intellectually and enjoyed 
endless amusement from interactions 
with my faculty and staff colleagues.”

A fun question: You’re an 
ornithologist. If you could be a 
bird, which bird would you be? 

“Be assured that waking up with the brain 
and body of a bird would be fairly terri-
fying for multiple biological and mental 
reasons. But I will play along, be anthro-
pomorphic, and say that I’d choose to be a 
Hyacinth macaw. Thus, I would be a large 
and long-tailed elegant parrot with a stun-
ningly gorgeous array of blue feathers. I 
would inhabit one of the most biologically 
rich areas in the world, southern Brazil, 
a region called the Pantanal. I would be 
smart because parrots are highly intel-
ligent. I would be long-lived and have lots 
of friends because parrots are very social. 
They thrive on grooming each other’s 
feathers and I could get into that. And my 
voice would be loud, harsh and grating, so 
that would be pretty much what it is now.”

A Hyacinth macaw (above) photographed by 
John Kricher (below), professor of biology 
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PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS

Faculty
Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, professor of re-
ligion, received an honorary doctor of divinity 
in June from the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College, in Wyncote, Pa. Brumberg-Kraus also 
presented the public lecture “Food, Faith, and 
Fellowship: Connecting to Humans and Other 
than Humans Through Taste” in August at the 
Chautauqua Institution in New York.

Delvyn Case, associate professor of music, 
had his children’s piece “Lighthouse Keeper” 
performed by The Cassatt String Quartet 
at the Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital, 
Children’s Museum of Maine and Colby 
College Museum of Art in Portland, Maine, in 
July. Case also received a Free For All Grant 
from The Boston Foundation to present 
outreach concerts featuring the Omer String 
Quartet at a shelter, rehab clinic, after-school 
program and senior center in Quincy, Mass.

Geoffrey Collins, professor of geology, co-
wrote the article “Pit Chains on Enceladus 
Signal the Recent Tectonic Dissection of the 
Ancient Cratered Terrain,” published in Icarus 
(2017). His co-authors include Emily  
Martin ’06 and Louie Michaud ’08.

Claudia Fieo, professor of art, had work 
featured in several exhibitions, including  
10 of her collagraph prints in “The Flat File 
Project” at Zea Mays Printmaking in Florence, 
Mass., in January. “Life in Tension” (above), 
was selected for the juried exhibition “Zea 
Mays Printmakers: Massachusetts Artists 
Working in Non-toxic Processes” at Columbia 
College’s Greg Hardwick Gallery in Missouri, 
from February 6 through March 1.  

Ellen McBreen, associate professor of art, 
wrote the article “American Responses to 
Matisse’s Nudes,” in Matisse and American 
Art (Montclair Art Museum, February), the 

exhibition catalog accompanying Montclair 
Art Museum’s “Matisse and American Art.” 
She also co-authored Matisse in the Studio 
(Museum of Fine Arts Boston, April), the 
exhibition catalog for “Matisse in the Studio,” 
which she co-curated and was at the MFA 
Boston and the Royal Academy London.

John Miller, professor of economics, wrote 
the article “BATS in the Belfry: Economists 
endorse a Border Adjustment Tax to Pay for 
a Huge Corporate Tax Cut,” published in the 
May/June issue of Dollars & Sense; and “The 
Economics of Whitelash: Race, Gender, and 
Education in the Presidential Election,” in 
the March/April issue of Dollars & Sense. He 
also co-wrote “Index of economic freedom: 
Unrealized pedagogical opportunities,” pub-
lished in the Journal of Economic Education, 
Summer 2017. 

Kim Miller, associate professor of women’s 
and gender studies and art history, co-wrote 
the book Public Art in South Africa: Bronze 
Warriors and Plastic Presidents (Indiana 
University Press, 2017).

Christina Riggs Romaine, assistant professor 
of psychology, presented “Risk Assessment 
and Other Assessments in Custody” in July 
at the Center for Juvenile Justice Reform, 
Georgetown University. She presented train-
ing on the use of risk and clinical assessment 
tools to seven teams from six states under-
taking juvenile justice reforms, and  wrote 
“Teaching Psychology and Law: An Empirical 
Evaluation of Experiential Learning,” pub-
lished in Teaching of Psychology in July.

Evelyn Staudinger, professor of art history, 
wrote a book review of Arts of the Medieval 
Cathedrals: Studies on Architecture, Stained 
Glass and Sculpture in Honor of Anne Prache, 
in April for caa.reviews, on the College Art 
Association’s website.

M. Gabriela Torres, associate professor of an-
thropolgy, was selected for the NEH Summer 
Institute: Diverse Philosophical Approaches 
to Sexual Violence, which brought together 
emerging and established scholars to con-
sider the philosophical questions surround-
ing the persistent social problem of sexual 
violence, in June at Elon University in North 
Carolina.

A. Javier Trevino, professor of sociology, 
wrote the book C. Wright Mills and the Cuban 
Revolution: An Exercise in the Art of Sociological 
Imagination (University of North Carolina 
Press, 2017).

Alumnae/i
Rudy Blanco ’06, a teacher, was chosen as 
the June honoree by the nonprofit Honored 
for his outstanding impact on his students at 
Dreamyard Preparatory School in the Bronx, 
N.Y.

Alison Remy Crowther ’70, who created The 
Red Bandana Project after her son Welles died 
in the 9/11 terror attacks in New York City, 
was featured in People magazine.

Katherine “Katie” Elliott ’17, a psychol-
ogy major and former Wheaton Student 
Government Association president, was 
crowned Miss Maine  in June.

James “Jim” Kasinger ’93 was appointed as 
general counsel and secretary to the board of 
directors of CRISPR Therapeutics, a biophar-
maceutical company. He will oversee corpo-
rate legal and governance matters.  

Ted Nesi ’07, a political and economic report-
er for WPRI-TV 12 and WPRI.com in Rhode 
Island, won an Emmy Award as part of the The 
Target 12 Investigators’ series “Hidden House 
Rep,” which raised questions about whether a 
state lawmaker lives in his district.

Claudia Fieo Kim Miller Ellen McBreenA. Javier Trevino

http://wpri.com/tag/john-carnevale/
http://wpri.com/tag/john-carnevale/
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LYONS PRIDE

Roar!

2016–17 season in review 
Baseball: The Lyons ended the sea-
son with a 27–17 record and their first 
trip to the NCAA Division III Baseball 
Championship since 2012 (their third 
appearance in program history). Wheaton 
booked its ticket to the World Series 
after winning a 1–0 nail-biter over 
Shenandoah University (Va.) in the Mid-
Atlantic Regional title game. Winning 
pitcher Michael Bruemmel ’17, along 
with Christopher Ruocco ’18, Zachary 
Goodwin-Boyd ’17, Brady Furdon ’18 and 
Trevor Marques ’20 were all named to 
the All-Region Team. Bruemmel was also 
named Tournament MVP.  The Lyons 
wrapped up the year ranked 12th in the 
nation, according to d3baseball.com.

Men’s basketball: Quinton Dale ’17 
concluded his career with his first New 
England Women’s and Men’s Athletic 
Conference (NEWMAC) All-Conference 
honor. The senior led the Lyons to their 

first NEWMAC tournament appearance 
since the 2011–2012 season. On top of 
leading the league in rebounds per game 
and total blocks, Dale ended the season 
second in the NEWMAC in defensive 
rebounds (7.3) and offensive rebounds 
per game (2.4), seventh in steals per game 
(1.2), 10th in points per game (13.3), and 
11th in field goal percentage (45.2). 

Women’s lacrosse: The Lyons made their 
18th consecutive trip to the NEWMAC 
tournament after finishing the season 
9–9 overall and 6–2 in NEWMAC ac-
tion. The team had three members earn 
All-Conference honors, with Lydia Regan 
’17 and Molly Covarrubias ’20 (pictured 
below) earning a spot on the First Team, 
while Angela Mallis ’17 was named to 

Six seniors on the baseball team who missed Commencement while away winning the Mid-Atlantic Regional baseball tournament pose with their 
teammates and coach, after participating in their own graduation ceremony in Cole Memorial Chapel. Bonus: Retired Red Sox player David “Big Papi” 
Ortiz and Major League Baseball player Chris Denorfia ‘02 called to wish them congratulations.

KEITH NORDSTROM



FALL 2017 15

the Second Team. Covarrubias was 
selected as the NEWMAC Rookie of the 
Year. Covarrubias also was named to 
the Intercollegiate Women’s Lacrosse 
Coaches Association Berkshire Regional 
Second Team and was one of 18 freshmen 
to be named to an all-region team. She 
also became the first Wheaton first-year 
women’s lacrosse player to earn an all-
region honor. 

Men’s soccer: The Lyons made the 
NEWMAC tournament for the 19th 
consecutive season, advancing to the 
championship round. Kevin Davis ’17, 
Amara Sesay ’18 and Ronaldinho Diniz 
’20 were all named to the NEWMAC 
All-Conference First Team. Diniz also 
was honored as the NEWMAC Rookie of 
the Year. All three players also earned 
National Soccer Coaches Association of 
America Division III All-New England 
accolades. 

Women’s soccer: The Lyons ended the sea-
son 14–8 overall and 5–5 in NEWMAC play. 
Wheaton defeated Babson in the quarterfi-
nals before falling to MIT in the semifinals. 
Wheaton has now made the NEWMAC 
tournament 19 years in a row. Four ath-
letes—Brooke Collard ’17, Sydney Ferrell 
’17, Megan Healy ’18 and Leann Wolf ’19—
earned NEWMAC All-Conference Second 
Team honors. Healy and Collard were 
also named to the New England Women’s 
Intercollegiate Soccer Association 
Division III All-New England Team, while 
Collard earned National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America (NSCAA) Division 
III All-New England Second-Team honors. 
The team also was named to the NSCAA 
Team Academic Award list for the fifth 
consecutive season and the 12th time in 
program history.

Swimming and diving: The women’s pro-
gram ended the season with its best finish 
at the NEWMAC championships since 
2010—in third place with 766 points. 
Wheaton finished with six All-Conference 
honors, as well as a NEWMAC Women’s 
Swimmer of the Year nod for Jenna 
Hayden ’18. The men’s swimming and div-
ing team finished the NEWMAC champi-

onships in fourth place with 614 points, 
which ties the best finish in program 
history. By the end of the championships, 
the Lyons set 23 school records. Head 
coach Barrett Roberts ’07 was named the 
NEWMAC Women’s Coach of the Year and 
Men’s Co-Swimming Coach of the Year. 

Synchronized swimming: Three athletes 
were selected to represent Wheaton at 
the 2017 U.S. Synchronized Swimming 
Championships—Emma Stump ’20, 
Maxie Zimmerman ’20 and Margy Mackin 
’19. Prior to nationals, Wheaton conclud-
ed the 2017 U.S. Synchronized Swimming 
Collegiate Championships with a sixth-
place finish, making it the Lyons’s 29th  
consecutive year of placing in the top 10.

Softball: The Lyons made the NEWMAC 
tournament for the eighth consecutive 
year, finishing third in the NEWMAC 
with a 12–6 record. Danielle Cimino ’17 
and Mary DeMoura ’17 were both named 
to the NEWMAC All-Conference Second 
Team. 

Women’s track and field: Emily 
Gustavson ’17 and Raevyn Fontaine ’18 
made it to the finals of the 2017 NCAA 
Division III Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships. Gustavson ended her  
career with her second All-American 
honor of 2017, finishing fifth in the 
nation in the 200-meter dash; earned 
All-American status during the indoor 
season; and raced in the 400-meter at 
nationals, where she ended with a lifetime 
best of 55.63, finishing ninth. Fontaine 
ranked 10th in the nation in the  
100-meter hurdles and set a personal 
best time in the event during the pre-
liminaries. Prior to nationals, Gustavson 
was named the 2017 NEWMAC Track 
Athlete of the Year after winning con-
ference championships in the 200- and 
400-meter dashes. Gustavson was also 
a part of the unstoppable 4x100-meter 
relay team alongside Kalah Thomas ’17, 
Fontaine and Briana Gausland ’20, which 
earned NEWMAC All-Conference Second-
Team honors. Overall the Lyons had two 
athletes finish with First-Team honors, 
while the 4x100 relay team and two other 
athletes earned Second-Team honors. 

—Kristian Martin

Jenna Hayden ’18, NEWMAC Women’s Swimmer 
of the Year
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CAMPUS SCENE

Ready, set, go
Newly enrolled students this summer got a head 
start familiarizing themselves with the Wheaton 
campus and community during CORE.

Lively discussion
Otis Social Justice Award winner Nancy Folbre, professor 
emerita of economics at the University of Massachusetts 
School of Public Policy, discusses social change and activism.

Talent show
The senior studio art majors exhibition in May highlighted the diverse 
and beautiful work of students in the Beard and Weil Galleries.

DAVID LAFERRIERE

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Good food
Student volunteers prepare meals in Emerson Dining Hall 
to give to the local Attleboro Area Interfaith Collaborative’s 
soup kitchen for residents in need.

Farm 
Fest
April offered 
a nice day to 
enjoy music, 
paint flowerpots 
and just hang 
out on the lawn 
at the Farm 
House theme 
residence. 

Enterprising efforts
The WiN Hub (Wheaton Innovates Hub), a center for student-
generated social innovation and entrepreneurial activity, hosted its 
first Student Business Showcase in May in Balfour-Hood Center.

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM
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The royal 
treatment
Sally Bedell Smith ’70 queen of 
best-sellers on British monarchy 

By Andrew Faught

From her family’s white stucco colonial in 
suburban Philadelphia, a young Sally Bedell 
Smith ’70 gazed at the black-and-white television 
and absorbed the pageantry unfolding more 
than 3,500 miles away. The coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II, in the Gothic splendor of 
Westminster Abbey, cast a hypnotic spell on her.

“I remember that tiny screen and the person 
in the middle of all that incredible panoply,” 
Smith recalls. “For a 5-year-old mind, I had no 
idea what was going on, really, but it was such an 
event in 1953.” 

She didn’t know it at the time, but the 
spectacle would fire in her a passion for 
all things English. She went on to be-
come a bestselling author, and one of the 
world’s foremost interpreters of the royal 

family, a famously private clan.
Of her latest, Prince Charles: The 

Passions and Paradoxes of an Improbable 
Life (Random House, 2017), The New York 
Times calls the work a “diligent and exem-

plary” exploration of the heir apparent to 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

Two other best-sellers, Elizabeth the 
Queen: The Life of a Modern Monarch 
(Random House, 2012), and Diana in 
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Search of Herself: Portrait of a Troubled 
Princess (Signet, 1999), lend both gravitas 
and delectable insider nuggets to a mon-
archy that has captivated Anglophiles the 
world over for going on seven decades.

Royalty or otherwise, “ with Sally, you’re 
getting a fair view of someone, not a tacky 
or cheesy view, not a tabloid-level discus-
sion of someone,” says Random House 
Associate Publisher Kate Medina. “She 
makes you care about the person on a hu-
man level.”

 Smith’s work has gained heightened 
resonance with the Netflix release last 
year of “The Crown,” a 10-part biographi-
cal series on the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
II. (For the record, she gives the show a 
thumbs up.) The allure of the royals, she 
notes, isn’t difficult to comprehend.

“Somewhat atavistically, England is our 
country of origin, and it certainly shaped 
our early years as a country,” Smith says. 
“There’s a kind of kinship, and shared 
cultural and political values.”  

But the writing life (she has penned 
five other books on non-royal subjects), or 
her role as a royal fly on the wall, wasn’t 
a sure thing when Smith graduated from 
Wheaton with a history degree. It wasn’t 
even a consideration. 

Top-level professional job options 
weren’t plentiful for female college gradu-
ates in 1970, leading Smith to apply for 
secretarial work at the Carnegie Corp. 
in New York. She got the job and, as she 
hoped, the work had a kind of osmotic ef-
fect. (“It was like being back in college, be-
cause it was very academic and the issues 
were policy oriented,” she says.) Smith 
worked for Avery Russell, the organiza-
tion’s head of public relations, who saw 
something in her young charge. 

“She said, ‘You know, you really should 
write,’” Smith recalls. “And she gave me 
more and more writing assignments, writ-
ing for their quarterly and annual reports, 
writing press releases. She saw some little 
spark of talent and encouraged me to take 
writing classes at night, which I did.” 

Smith took courses at New York 
University and, with Russell’s encourage-
ment, enrolled at Columbia Journalism 
School, where she earned her master’s 
degree. From there, “I decided to see what 
I could make with my luck.”

Sally Bedell Smith ’70
MAx HIRSHfElD
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And she did, to great effect. Smith 
would write for Time, TV Guide and The 
New York Times, where she covered 
television. In 1981, she wrote her first 
book, Up The Tube: Prime-time TV and 
the Silverman Years, about influential 
television executive and producer Fred 
Silverman. Smith now is a contributing 
editor for Vanity Fair. 

Former Time colleague and fellow author 
Evan Thomas calls Smith “the most relent-
less and skillful reporter I’ve ever met.”

“She will go back and back and back to 
a subject until she gets what she’s looking 
for, and what she’s looking for is the whole 
picture,” he adds. “She’s very empathetic, 
so people trust her and open up to her in 
ways that produce great books.”

It’s a sentiment shared by Random 
House editor Anna Pitoniak. 

“And she has a wonderful eye for detail,” 
she says. “Sally can put you into a room or 
into a situation with one of her subjects so 
that you can picture either the room that 
they’re in, or what they’re wearing, or the 
food that they are eating. There’s a lovely 
tactile quality to her writing.” 

Smith’s journey was formed in no small 
part by her experience at Wheaton. In 
Norton she drew inspiration from history 
professor emeritus Paul Helmreich, after 
whom the college’s annual Helmreich 
Symposium is named. The event is de-
signed to engage students with questions 
of history and historiography, the study of 
historical writing. 

Helmreich, particularly as writing 
went, stressed in his students the impor-
tance of sound thinking and organization, 
traits Smith has assiduously nurtured in 
her long journalism career. 

“When I would do papers, his com-
ments were very perceptive,” she says. 
“He provoked his students to take the 
next step, to think a little more deeply and 
connect the dots in different ways.”

She has been connecting dots ever 
since. 

Wheaton alumna Amanda Urban 
’68, an English major and now Smith’s 
literary agent, says she met her friend 
through a roommate, who also was from 
Philadelphia. The pair clicked immediately. 

“Sally always had enormous energy and 

curiosity, and even then she was digging 
deep into finding out about things,” Urban 
says. “She was a dogged researcher and a 
natural storyteller, and a really interest-
ing and fun person to be around.”

Urban also notes that the friends talked 
about the Vietnam War and the then-roil-
ing women’s rights movement.  Today they 
continue to talk, but mainly about deter-
mining the best book for the market. 

“And then Sally goes off and does all the 
hard work,” Urban says. 

It wasn’t until the early 1980s that 
Smith’s passion for the British Isles 
bloomed like May gardens in Stratford-
upon-Avon. With her husband, Stephen 
G. Smith, former editor of U.S. News & 
World Report and currently editor-in-
chief of the National Journal, “we found 
ourselves only wanting to go back there, 
and over the years managed to make a 
lot of friends” in journalistic circles, and 
through her husband’s passion for golf 
and court tennis. For work or pleasure, 
Smith has made an estimated 50 trips to 
Great Britain. 

In Windsor in 1991, she first observed 
Prince Charles at a polo match at the 
Royal Ascot and Guards Polo Club. 

Charles, a fanatic of the game, wasn’t 
playing because of a back ailment. 
Recognizing a friend of the Queen Mother, 
Charles, dressed informally in a blue 
blazer and khakis, approached the friend 
with solicitude that ran counter to the 
public face. 

“He seemed so different from his public 
persona,” Smith says. “He was just very 
charming and warm, and this was at a time 
when the tabloids were filled with stories 
about how awful he was to Diana. There 
was this caricature of him as this stick-in-
the-mud type, and he just seemed so differ-
ent. I tucked it away as a perception.”

Three years later, Smith encountered 
Princess Diana on Martha’s Vineyard, 
where both were beach picnic guests 
of the late Washington Post publisher 
Katharine Graham. 

“I didn’t have a lengthy conversation 
with [Diana], but I did see something 
that didn’t click into focus until I started 
working on her biography after her death 
three years later,” Smith says. “Her mood 
was so variable. She was initially very 
affable, but moments later she had kind of 
completely shut down and the rest of the 
afternoon she was sort of withdrawn. She 

The author signs books and greets fans after her talk at Politics and Prose in Washington, D.C.
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was in some respects dif-
ferent from what the public 
saw.” 

Two days after Diana’s 
death in a Paris car crash, 
Random House asked 
Smith if she could write 
a book on the princess. 
She agreed and traveled 
to England for Diana’s fu-
neral, “which was nothing 
short of astonishing: people 
streaming into parks put-
ting flowers everywhere 
and weeping.” The book 
evolved into a psychologi-
cal study of the woman an 
adoring British public anointed the 
English Rose. 

A decade after Diana’s death, in 2007, 
Smith had another royal encounter, 
meeting Queen Elizabeth II at the British 
ambassador’s residence in Washington, 
D.C. The queen, normally impassive and 
unemotional, showed a decidedly differ-
ent side as she discussed horse racing—
specifically, the Kentucky Derby—with 
Smith’s husband. 

“Before we were introduced to her, we’d 
obviously been instructed not to ask her 
a question—and not ask if she’d placed a 
bet,” Smith recalls. “[Stephen] went ahead 
and said, ‘Well, your majesty, did you put a 
wager on Street Sense?’ She reacted with 
almost glee.

“She could suss out that he knew 
something about horse racing, and they 
proceeded to relive the entire experience 
of the Kentucky Derby.”

Nine months later, Smith embarked on 
a three-year exploration of the queen’s 
life. The book garnered roundly positive 
reviews, but there’s been no peep from 
the queen: “She was familiar with it, 
certainly,” Smith says, “but she’s so ego-
free that she doesn’t read anything about 
herself, really.” 

While there are no authorized biogra-
phies of any member of the royal family 
(neither has the queen ever granted an 
interview), Smith based her story on volu-
minous research and the reminisces and 
accounts of royal associates, who spoke 
to her because they appreciated her “fair” 

treatment of Diana. 
Smith chafes at the notion that she’s an 

“unauthorized biographer,” an appel-
lation that connotes a kind of reckless 
aggressiveness in writing about a subject. 
Instead, she prefers the more genteel 
“independent biographer.” 

One of her biggest fans and longtime 
friends is Wall Street Journal columnist 
Peggy Noonan, winner of the 2017 Pulitzer 
Prize for commentary. 

“Sally picks subjects who she rightly 
considers to be fascinating human beings, 
or people who have wound up in fascinat-
ing circumstances,” Noonan says. “She 
thinks of the acute and interesting and 
real questions about their lives, and then 
she goes to them in the politest way pos-
sible for reflection. She’s simply looking 
for truth. She’s like a fabulous detective, 
with a literary sensibility.”

 Smith is a self-described extrovert who 
loves the process of investigating and 
interviewing sources—and embarking 
on the obligatory book tour. In mid-May, 
she was resting at her Washington, D.C., 
home after being on the road for five weeks 
promoting her Prince Charles book. 

She lives in the city’s tony Kalorama 
neighborhood, counting among her neigh-
bors Barack and Michelle Obama, Jared 
Kushner and Ivanka Trump, and Jeffrey 
Bezos, founder of Amazon and owner of 
The Washington Post. 

A guest room doubles as an office and 
is crowded with boxes of files: inter-
view notes, notes on books and notes on 

television documentaries 
and travels. There are 
biographical files divided 
chronologically and by 
character traits, along with 
sundry files on everything 
from religion and architec-
ture to water color painting 
(a pastime Prince Charles 
enjoys).

The walls are hung with 
reviews of her books, cari-
catures that were given to 
her, and a “lovely” photo-
graph of President Kennedy 
by Alfred Eisenstaedt. 
(Smith’s book Grace and 

Power: The Private World of the Kennedy 
White House was published in 2004.) 

She maintains a daily writing schedule, 
starting in the late morning (after 1 1/2 
cups of coffee “to get me started,” and 
Chamomile tea during the writing pro-
cess), with the goal of completing 1,000 
words. She’s even taken up writing at a 
standing desk because “it enables me to 
walk around, and I think that sometimes 
can shake loose clogged thoughts in your 
brain.” Then, most days, she ends her 
day by taking an hourlong walk at nearby 
Rock Creek Park.

“That’s something Prince Charles 
has preached, the virtues of being out 
in greenery and how it can sort of calm 
down your brain and let things flow,” says 
Smith, who doesn’t saunter without pen 
and paper or her iPhone, into which she’ll 
record thoughts for her writing. 

When she’s not writing, the mother of 
three is an avid moviegoer; her son David 
Branson Smith is a screenwriter. 

Smith, who also is on the advisory board 
of 826DC, a nonprofit tutoring center that 
teaches writing to students, says that she’s 
“keen” to get started on another book, but 
that she hasn’t yet settled on the topic. 

Whatever the subject, Smith will likely 
be hard-pressed to rest once she starts a 
new project.

“I have a lovely daybed in my of-
fice that I have used probably twice 
since we moved into this apartment 
in 2000,” she says. “It’s covered with 
boxes of files.” 

Sally Bedell Smith has a conversation with David Rubenstein, chair of the 
Madison Council of the Library of Congress.
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Making 
room 
for 
ideas

Lab 213 is Wheaton’s newest and largest makerspace, located on the second floor of the Science Center.
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New spaces 
enrich liberal 
arts through 
hands-on, 
high-tech 
learning

By Becca Manning

Christian Joachim ’19 has always had the urge 
to make things. 

As a young boy growing up in New Jersey, 
he learned this passion from his father, a plumber 
who immigrated to the U.S. from Trinidad and 
Tobago.

“I was always with him, just fiddling around. If he 
wasn’t doing plumbing work he’d be working on his 
cars. I began to love building stuff,” Joachim said.

Now a computer science major at Wheaton, 
Joachim is carrying on that tradition by building 
a drone—part of a collaborative, still-unfolding 
project that combines engineering with computer 
science, photography and digital artistry. 

He is part of a growing community of Wheaton 
“makers” who are benefiting from the evolution of 
reimagined spaces on campus—spaces designed 
for bringing big ideas to life. The maker movement 
expands on Wheaton’s commitment to active  
interdisciplinary learning and its goal of turning 
out well-rounded critical thinkers with career-
ready skills and a knack for crafting innovative 
solutions to challenges of all kinds. 

These new Wheaton “makerspaces” offer an im-
pressive collection of equipment—from 3-D printers, 
virtual reality gear and computer-controlled milling 
and knitting machines to simple hand tools—as well 
as another valuable resource: room to work.

“You get inspired here; you get motivated. You see 
someone working on something, and maybe you 
have a project cooking in the back of your mind but 

Lab 213 is Wheaton’s newest and largest makerspace, located on the second floor of the Science Center. NIcKI pARDO
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you haven’t gotten to it yet,” Joachim said. 
“It makes you want to get to work.”

Lab 213 is the largest and most eclectic 
feature in Wheaton’s makerspace net-
work. Officially opened last January on the 
second floor of the Science Center, Lab 213 
expands on an idea that started about five 
years ago, in the Mars Center for Science 
and Technology research lab of Associate 
Professor of Computer Science Tom 
Armstrong. 

The Wheaton Autonomous Learning 
Lab, commonly known as WHALE Lab, 
and a second maker lab known as the 
FiberSpace have provided students with 
a place to explore and utilize high-tech 
tools, experiment with repurposed mate-
rials such as board games and Legos, and 
collaborate on a range of interdisciplinary 
projects, from hand-built drones to musi-
cal instruments.

Over the years, interest in makerspaces 
and the myriad opportunities these 
spaces provide have grown, and fund-
ing for collaborative maker projects, as 
well as impressive new equipment, has 
been made available, thanks to a private 
grant and the establishment of Wheaton’s 
InterMedia Arts Group Innovation 
Network (IMAGINE). 

Space to grow

Occupying two former classrooms, 
Lab 213 offers four times the 
space of the WHALE Lab, which 

has reverted back to a research lab. 
“The WHALE Lab was really an office 

setting, where students could work with 
computers and digital video and 3-D 
printers and design, but there wasn’t 
space available for ‘dirty construction’ or 
for bigger jobs,” said Associate Professor 
of Physics Jason Goodman, who helps run 
Lab 213. “This space really expands the 
range of capabilities.”

The new lab is part of a network of more 
than a dozen physical spaces across cam-
pus that promote the blending of art and 
technology. Among them is a new media 
and virtual reality classroom located in 
Meneely 201, known as the Humanities, 
Arts and Technology Creative Hub, or 
HATCH, and a new FiberSpace, located in 

Watson 138, which houses machines and 
tools for sewing, knitting and embroidery.

Lab 213 isn’t a traditional lab. It is 
furnished with lab tables, but instead of 
holding rows of microscopes and glass 
beakers, these tables are covered with 

paper, plastic, metal, wood, computer 
circuitry and various other construc-
tion materials. On one counter sits a 
large red toolbox filled with hand tools. 
Throughout the room are several comput-
ers, two 3-D printers, a 3-D scanner and a 

Wheaton makerspaces
The InterMedia Arts Group Innovation Network (IMAGINE) features 10 physical 
spaces throughout campus where students, faculty and staff can experiment with art, 
technology and making. The three newest locations include:

HATCH (Humanities,  
Arts and Technology 
Creative Hub)

Located in Meneely; 
houses virtual and 
augmented reality devices, 
Oculus Rift VR gear 
and Tobii eye tracking 
technology, as well as two 
85-inch LED monitors.

Lab 213

Located in two rooms of 
the Science Center, known 
as Wheaton’s central 
makerspace. It houses a 
laser cutter and engraver; 
two 3-D printers; a  
3-D scanner; a scanning 
design computer; and 
more. The adjacent 
Machine Shop features 
additional equipment. 

FiberSpace

Now located in Watson 
Fine Arts, this space 
houses the newest piece 
of maker equipment—a 
30-inch programmable 
Jacquard loom capable of 
analog weaving custom 
textiles from digital inputs.

Other creative spaces affiliated with IMAGINE 
Kresge Experimental Theatre—Multimedia performance venue

Sculpture studio—Woodworking, metalworking, ceramics and more

Graphic design lab—Digital arts and video resources

Ellison Dance Studio—Teaching and rehearsal space for dance and performing arts

WCCS radio station and recording studio—Student-run recording studio

A student works with the college’s new Jacquard loom, installed over the summer in the remodeled 
FiberSpace located in the Watson Fine Arts building.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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laser cutter and engraver. In one corner 
there is a circle of comfortable gray 
chairs, set up near a wall-mounted televi-
sion screen—a space to rest, to study, to 
observe or to plan the next project. 

Across the hall is the Machine Shop, 
where students can access power tools 
and equipment, such as a five-axis, 
computer-controlled milling machine, 
which can carve nearly any shape imagin-
able out of soft wood or foam. 

It’s a space that seems more industrial 
arts than liberal arts. But like Wheaton’s 
Connections curriculum, which links 
courses across disciplines, Lab 213 helps 
students forge connections between sub-
jects, develop problem-solving skills and 
understand how pieces—pieces of infor-
mation or pieces of construction—fit  
together. The lab’s hands-on environ-
ment is a clear example of experiential 
learning—a key component of a Wheaton 
education.

“At Wheaton, makerspaces and maker 
culture reflect the historic and ongo-
ing efforts of faculty, staff and students 
to engage in innovative, collaborative 
and flexible teaching and learning,” 
said Shawn Christian, associate provost 
and associate professor of English, who 
provides administrative support for the 
IMAGINE network. “IMAGINE facilitates 

the Connections component of our liberal 
arts curriculum by enabling faculty and 
students to deepen already existing links 
related to these areas or envision new 
ones, while using adapted spaces and new 
equipment to do so.”

Creative collaboration

The open nature of Wheaton’s mak-
erspaces means they serve a wide 
range of people and projects, from 

class presentations to creative tinkering, 
to formalized research partnerships, 
such as the IMAGINE-funded Faculty-
Student Special Interest Groups. Since 
the IMAGINE network was established, 
almost three years ago, its funding has 
supported 11 of these groups, represent-
ing 13 academic departments.  

Joachim’s efforts to build a drone 
is an example of the evolutionary and 
collaborative nature of maker projects. 
What began as a singular challenge has 
developed into a partnership with fellow 
computer science major Phuntsho Norbu 
’19. Like Joachim, Norbu has a passion 
for building things—an interest that led 
him to experiment with computer-aided 
drawing, or CAD, software to produce 
objects with a 3-D printer.

“I started looking at some CAD tutori-

als on YouTube, but the things people 
were making were simple, like a chair or 
a house. I wanted to make something that 
mattered to me,” Norbu said. 

So he created a 3-D model of a landmark 
building from his native Bhutan. 

Now he is looking to expand on that 
idea with support from Joachim. After the 
drone is completed, the two plan to use it 
to take photographs of Wheaton build-
ings, then incorporate those photographs 
into CAD software to develop accurate, 
detailed 3-D printouts of the buildings. 
Their goal is to construct a miniature 3-D 
model of the Wheaton campus.

So far, they have used a few of Lab 213’s 
tools for the project, but for Norbu and 
Joachim, the best part of Lab 213 is what’s 
not there.

“This room is really huge and spacious; 
that’s what I love. You need space when 
building stuff,” Norbu said. 

They also have used Lab 213 for class-
work. For a final project in “Computer 
Organization” this past spring, Joachim 
and Norbu used marbles and cardboard 
to illustrate how a computer carries out 
instructions. The assignment also brought 
Katie Merin ’17 and Samantha Yager ’17 to 
the lab. They built a decimal converter out 
of marbles and plastic tubing—demon-
strating how computers convert decimal 
numbers to binary code. 

Merin spent her senior year working as 
a lab assistant in Lab 213, managing the 
space during open hours and helping oth-
ers learn how to operate equipment.

“Using the makerspace helps you appre-
ciate the things around you,” said Merin, 

Christian Joachim ’19 and Phuntsho Norbu ’19 
work on their maker project.

KEITH NORDSTROM

Virtual reality takes students to other worlds  in Professor Domingo Ledezma’s Hispanic studies 
course “Voyages, Navigations and Shipwrecks.”

KEITH NORDSTROM
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a mathematics and computer science 
double major. “There’s something to be 
said for being aware of how an object is 
manufactured. Being creative is neces-
sary in everything. Even in science and 
math, you want to think creatively, think 
outside the box.”

In fall 2016, when the makerspace was 
unofficially open to students, Merin used 
the lab’s resources to craft an art piece for 
class. In the final week before graduation, 
she was drawn back to the lab to complete 
a project she’d started out of curiosity—
using a computer application to craft a 
puzzle, which she planned to print using 
the lab’s laser cutter.

That curiosity—the desire to craft, 
create, construct or make—is pretty 
common, and not just among physics 
majors or art students, said Assistant 
Professor of Art Kelly Goff, who helps 
manage Lab 213.

“How often have you met a person of 
retirement age who says, ‘I always wished 
I’d made …’ or ‘I have an idea for an inven-
tion’? People have an innate need to make 
things,” Goff said.

In fall 2016, he challenged students in 
his “Sculpture I” class to do a “passion 
project,” for which they could create any-
thing they wanted using techniques they 

had learned.
“Probably half the class used this maker-

space,” Goff said. “They thought of this as 
a secondary resource to realize those proj-
ects, which were not specifically dictated by 
the curriculum. They immediately gravi-
tated toward using newer technologies.” 

Traveling in place

Getting comfortable with cutting-
edge tools and programs is yet 
another benefit of Wheaton’s 

makerspaces—a lesson that’s illustrated 
well in the new super-smart classroom 
known as the HATCH.

In this room, Wheaton students can float 
down the Amazon River, watch Pluto in or-
bit and visit hundreds of other fascinating 
destinations without leaving campus.

The room features two virtual reality 
platforms—HTC Vibe and Oculus Rift—
that can immerse users in a variety of 
educational experiences, as well as two 
85-inch, commercial-grade LED television 
monitors that allow others in the room to 
view what the person using VR is seeing. 

The HATCH officially opened in 
January, though it was informally used 
as a digital humanities lab starting in the 
fall 2016 semester. Like Lab 213, the space 

has open hours that are managed by 
student workers. 

“It’s exciting that Wheaton now has 
a collaborative workspace dedicated 
to digital research and creativity,” said 
Assistant Professor of Filmmaking 
Patrick Johnson, who helps to oversee 
the HATCH and has used the room for 
his film and new media studies Senior 
Seminar and “Documentary Storytelling” 
classes. “Collaborative project-based 
learning is a critical part of the 
 liberal arts experience, but it cannot ex-
ist solely in the classroom. There need to 
be spaces that foster learning communi-
ties outside of academic courses.”

Associate Professor of Hispanic Studies 
Domingo Ledezma has discovered a way 
to make virtual reality an integral part of 
one of his courses—allowing students to 
experience another part of the world.

For his “Voyages, Navigations and 
Shipwrecks” course this spring, Ledezma 
had students read a 17th-century Spanish 
text—the first published account of a 
voyage along the entire Amazon River in 
South America—in relation to a manu-
script map of the entire river made by a 
Jesuit missionary in 1691. Each student 
was assigned a section of the old map 
and a chapter of the book that described 
a particular area of the river. Using 
Google Maps editor and Google Earth, 
they mapped out and annotated their 
section, creating a modern itinerary that 
describes what a traveler would find there 
today. Then they explored the area using 
Google Earth VR, recording their virtual 
trips and sharing videos with the class.

“Google VR is like dreaming. Virtual 
reality tricks your brain to think that you 
are in that space,” Ledezma said. “With 
all the information the students gathered, 
they created their own narrative and 
interactive map, through the experience 
of being in that space.”

Ledezma believes that virtual reality, 
and other resources available in Wheaton 
makerspaces, will become more and more 
integrated into education.

“The students we have now hear about 
the technology, but they don’t know how 
to fully interact with it. The students 
who will be coming in a couple of years 

Professor Domingo Ledezma (here, teaching his Hispanic studies course “Voyages, Navigations and 
Shipwrecks”) believes that virtual reality will become increasingly integrated into education.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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will come here infused with all these 
technologies, and we won’t have to show 
them how to use it but will instead guide 
them on how to gather information and 
create knowledge with it,” he said. “I 
think that’s where we are moving, and 
we have to be ready.”

While Ledezma’s students were travel-
ing the Amazon River down on Earth, 
Jonathan Friedman ’17 spent time explor-
ing outer space, taking a closer look at the 
orbital relationship between Pluto and 
one of its moons, Charon.

With the aid of HATCH virtual reality 
equipment, Friedman built a student-
initiated Connection between the “Spatial 
Dynamics” art course he took his fresh-

man year at Wheaton and “The Solar 
System,” an astronomy course he took in 
spring 2017. A business and management 
major with an art minor, Friedman said 
he enjoys exploring his creative side.

“I wanted to do a final project that 
related both courses and would allow 
students to understand how the virtual 
reality application can connect the arts 
and natural sciences,” he said.

Working with Universe Sandbox 2, 
a computer application that simulates 
the physics of space, he recorded videos 
showing various perspectives of the 
Pluto-Charon relationship and shared 
the clips in class. 

Friedman said he sees many applica-

tions for virtual reality in his planned 
career in marketing.

“Let’s say you’re doing some event 
design for a company, and they want to 
showcase a new car. You can use virtual 
reality to show a consumer what it feels 
like to drive that car,” Friedman said. 
“There are so many things you can do 
with this technology. It’s just such a new 
field; we’re still trying to figure it out. But 
it helps that I know how to use it.”

Still evolving

As these makerspaces approach a 
full year of being officially open 
to the Wheaton community, they 

will continue to evolve. 
Johnson spent the summer developing 

ways to incorporate HATCH equipment 
even more in his teaching of film studies. 
This fall he is encouraging students to 
explore all of the makerspaces in a new 
First-Year Seminar (FYS).

“The FYS ‘Creativity in the Digital Age’ 
will make extensive use of the IMAGINE 
makerspaces, and hopefully inspire a new 
cohort of Wheaton makers,” Johnson said.

Other faculty are finding interesting 
ways to incorporate these unique re-
sources into the classroom as well. For ex-
ample, in spring 2017 Assistant Professor 
of Business and Management Nancy Scott 
used the HATCH virtual reality equip-
ment in her “Organizational Leadership” 
course, asking students to virtually travel 
to a place in their lives that helped shape 
them as leaders.

As individuals learn how to use the 
resources available in these spaces, they 
will share those models with others, 
helping to evolve the way everyone at the 
college learns, teaches and innovates, 
Christian said.

“I see these makerspaces at Wheaton 
fostering more robust making; further-
ing student-centered, collaborative 
learning and curricular integration; and 
making the interdisciplinary approach 
even more tangible,” Christian said. 
“These spaces are poised to complement 
and further the ways that faculty, staff 
and students forge the liberal arts in the 
21st century.”  

Making her way 
As a computer science and psychology 
double major at Wheaton,  
Claudia D’Adamo ’13 worked as a lab 
assistant in the Wheaton Autonomous 
Learning Lab (WHALE Lab)—the college’s 
first official makerspace, and a precursor 
to Lab 213. Currently she is employed as a 
software engineer at Wayfair in Boston.

What was your experience with 
Wheaton makerspaces as a 
student?
I spent most of my senior year in the 
WHALE Lab working on projects, 
maintaining the space and figuring out 
ways to bring making to the broader 
Wheaton community. One of my favorite 
projects was creating and printing a 
3-D model of Mary Lyon. I also worked 
with electronics, knitting and fiber arts 
supplies, and spent a lot of my time 
working on programming projects, like an 
iOS app and a website.

What skills did you learn 
through the making process?
Making things is great practice in problem 
solving—you have an end goal, and you 
have to determine the steps and the 
pieces involved to get there. In software 
engineering (or life in general, really), being 
able to solve problems effectively is very 
important, and I think working on projects 
and making things really builds that skill.

What was your first job after 
graduation?
After graduation, I spent the summer 
as a part of Maker Corps, which is a 
program that places makers in different 
makerspaces throughout the country 
for the summer to share their skills and 
help build out spaces and programs. I 
was placed at Hive Learning Network 
NYC, which is a network of organizations 
focused on bringing opportunities to 
youth in the city.

How do you exhibit maker 
culture in your daily life?
I still love working on projects. I knit a lot, 
and I love buying gadgets and figuring out 
projects to build with them. I volunteer at 
a makerspace in Watertown, Mass., and I 
get to share the learning and experiences 
I had in the WHALE Lab at Wheaton with 
the community there.
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Fighting 
cancer with 
innovation
Nancy Klauber DeMore ’87 is an 
accomplished doctor, cancer researcher 

By Laura Pedulli

Solutions often come to mind 
when you least expect them, or 
sometimes when you aren’t even 

looking. 
Dr. Nancy Klauber DeMore ’87, medical 

director of the Breast Center and surgical 
oncologist at the Medical University of 
South Carolina in Charleston, S.C., under-
stands that well. 

The doctor performs about 200 lumpec-
tomies per year—which require breast 
cancer patients to undergo two invasive 
procedures: the insertion of a wire to 
locate a titanium clip (which is first put 
in to pinpoint the position of the tumor) 
and the surgical removal of breast tissue 
around the wire.

Many times during the past 15 years, 
DeMore has listened to complaints from 
patients about the inconvenience and dis-
comfort of the two separate operations. 

The procedure to locate the titanium 

clip must take place in the radiology 
department, which is often not next to the 
operating room—and sometimes requires 
driving to a different building. Also, 
patients describe it as scary and painful, 
and if difficulties with the wire insertion 

occur, delays in accessing the operating 
room cost both time and money. Even a 
30-minute delay can cost thousands of 
dollars, she said.

“I didn’t set out trying to find a solu-
tion to this problem. The idea came to me 
while operating. I thought, ‘What if we 
could detect the titanium clip noninva-
sively with a metal detector?’ The words 
came out of my mouth,” DeMore said, add-
ing, “It would simplify a lumpectomy into 
a one-hour procedure.” 

With her revelation, DeMore formed 
a partnership with bioengineers at 
Clemson University, in South Carolina, to 

“I didn’t set out trying 
to find a solution to this 

problem. The idea came to 
me while operating.” 

Dr. Nancy Klauber DeMore ’87
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develop a working prototype of a hand-
held metal detector sensitive enough to 
detect titanium. The prototype has won 
awards and interest from medical device 
companies and surgeon groups. DeMore 
has filed for a patent and will be working 
toward FDA approval. She hopes it will 
be available on the market within three 
years.

“Nancy really has pushed the project for-
ward from the start,” said Delphine Dean, 

a collaborator from Clemson University, 
who serves as associate professor of bio-
engineering. “She believes in the impact 
that this idea could have for patients and it 
really shows when you talk to her.” 

Journey to medicine

DeMore did not originally intend to 
pursue a career in medicine.

As a new Wheaton student, she had 

her heart set on becoming a marine  
biologist. During high school, she 
worked for four summers in an aquari-
um on Cape Cod, and loved the underwa-
ter critters she encountered.

But two things happened that DeMore 
did not expect: she was prone to seasick-
ness, and she met professors who inspired 
her to pursue cancer research, specifi-
cally tumor angiogenesis—the process by 
which a tumor attracts blood vessels to 

Gentler treatment
About one in eight U.S. women develop invasive breast 
cancer during their lifetime, and an estimated 250,000 U.S. 
women will be diagnosed with new cases of breast cancer in 
2017. The metal detector developed by Dr. Nancy Klauber 
DeMore ’87 and her colleagues would help reduce the 
inconvenience, cost and discomfort these patients face 
when having a lumpectomy—a surgery to remove cancer 
from the breast.

1. Cancer diagnosis
When doctors suspect cancerous tissue following an 
abnormal mammogram, a radiologist takes a biopsy of the 
possible tumor.

2. Insertion of titanium clip
At the same time, the radiologist inserts a titanium clip to 
mark its location. If tests show that cancer is present, a 
patient may opt for a lumpectomy.

3. Locating titanium clip
The metal detector would reduce the surgery from two 
steps to one.  A lumpectomy requires two steps: visiting the 
radiology department, where a wire is inserted to locate the 
titanium clip, and then proceeding to the operating room to 
remove the tissue.

Doctors could use the metal detector to locate the clip, 
eliminating the need to go to the radiology department. That 
means improved quality of care for patients; less pain and 
discomfort; lower costs; more convenience; and an overall 
gentler experience.

4. Removing cancer
Having skipped the trip to the radiology department, a 
patient goes right to the operating room, where the surgeon 
inserts a wire—removing the cancerous tissue   around it as 
well as the clip. 

Source: Medical University of South Carolina
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nourish itself and grow.
“My father was a doctor, and I spent 

time in his office since I was 10, but I 
hadn’t decided on a career in medicine,” 
she said. “It didn’t come together until 
college. I knew then I wanted to become a 
physician scientist.” 

DeMore enjoyed courses 
with Professor of Biology 
Emerita Barbara Brennessel. 
But DeMore found her call-
ing when researching tumor 
angiogenesis as part of her 
honors thesis, which she 
conducted with her advisor, 
Professor of Biology Edmund 
Tong.

Realizing her love for 
research, her junior year 
she toured a lab of Dr. Judah 
Folkman, a researcher at 
Harvard Medical School who 
was widely known as a pioneer 
in the study of cancer angiogenesis. She 
had devoured all of Folkman’s research 
papers. 

When DeMore asked Folkman how to 
secure a position in his lab, he advised 
her to go to medical school and apply for a 
research fellowship during her residency. 
Folkman told her to apply two years early 
because as many as 200 applicants vie for 
the position in his lab.

And after graduating from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in biology, 
she followed his advice. She went to 
University of Health Sciences, Chicago 
Medical School, where she was awarded 
her M.D. (and fell in love with surgery). 
As soon as she matched at the Boston 
University Medical Center for her five-
year General Surgery residency, she 
applied for the fellowship in Folkman’s 
lab—which she successfully secured. 

She spent three years in the fellowship 
at Harvard Medical School with Folkman, 
who passed away in 2008.

“Those were the best scientific years 
of my life. I learned an enormous amount 
about tumor angiogenesis,” she said. 
Following that fellowship, she com-

pleted a surgical oncology fellowship 
at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center in New York City, before taking 
the position of professor of surgery at the 
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, 
a role she held for 13 years. 

Balancing practice and research

As DeMore developed into a leading 
surgical oncologist, she balanced two 

passions: a fondness for research, and 
helping patients, notably women, with 
cancer treatment.

At Wheaton, through her liberal arts 
coursework, she gained an appreciation 
for gender studies, she said. “Focusing 
on breast cancer and women’s health is a 
natural extension of that. After residency 
in the cancer center, I knew I wanted to 
focus on breast cancer. I enjoy the pa-
tients. They are just very appreciative.”

In addition to clinical care, DeMore has 
immersed herself in cancer research—in 
particular, drug development.

For more than 25 years, she has contin-
ued her investigation into tumor angio-
genesis—research that she first began as 
a Wheaton undergrad. 

In 2009, she co-founded Enci 
Therapeutics, Inc., a biotech startup 
company that is developing a monoclonal 
antibody therapy for cancer patients. 

(Monoclonal antibodies are made by 
identical immune cells that are clones of a 
unique parent cell.)

Specifically, her work involves discov-
ering novel factors that stimulate tumor 
growth and developing new drugs that 

block these factors, therefore 
inhibiting additional growth. 
For some patients, popular drug 
therapies don’t work, thus her 
research is intended to intro-
duce new promising pharmaceu-
ticals to improve their long-term 
prognosis. 

Overall, DeMore has been 
a co-investigator on 11 active 
clinical trials and 24 completed 
clinical trials. In addition, she 
was appointed to a six-year term 
on a National Institutes of Health 
committee focused on cancer 
immunopathology and immuno-
therapy. 

Her work has led to clinical advances 
in the care of breast cancer patients, in 
particular those with metastatic breast 
cancer. 

DeMore’s recent work on developing 
a titanium metal detector to simplify 
lumpectomies is just one part of her 
larger effort to improve clinical care, and 
treatment, in cancer patients.

Detecting better treatment

At Medical University of South 
Carolina —which she joined in 

October 2014—DeMore serves as pro-
fessor of surgery, BMW endowed chair 
for cancer research, medical director 
of Medical University of South Carolina 
Breast Center, and program director of 
the M.D./Ph.D. training program.

As an endowed chair, DeMore is 
provided with funds and resources for 
research, she said. In her role, she splits 
her schedule between clinical care and 
research, with some time set aside for 
administrative duties and education.

Working with patients directly im-
proves her ability to conduct meaning-

A functional prototype of a titanium clip metal 
detector; the wand helps locate cancerous tissue. 
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ful research, she said. “You can do the 
best research in the world, but if it’s not 
clinically relevant, it’s not going to help 
someone.”

The development of a titanium metal 
detector to simplify lumpectomies offers 
a real benefit to lowering costs and mak-
ing patients happier, she said.

After DeMore’s “aha” moment in the 
operating room, she formed a strong 
working partnership with students and 
faculty at Clemson to bring this invention 
from idea to fruition.

It began with a phone call to Dean, 
whom DeMore had met at an innovation 
symposium in Charleston, S.C. in 2015. “I 
explained the issue to her and asked if it 
would be possible to develop some type of 
metal detector that could detect tita-
nium,” DeMore recalled. 

Dean brought the problem to students 
in her bioinstrumentation class, and—in 
collaboration with DeMore—they joined 
forces to find answers. 

“Nancy knows how to explain the is-
sues and problems to folks from lots of 
disciplines, and it’s sometimes hard to 
communicate between engineers and 
medical people,” Dean said. “She also is 

open to ideas and viewpoints, which has 
allowed the project to change a bit and be 
more effective from earlier versions.” 

The students blended their expertise 
of engineering principles with DeMore’s 
knowledge of the medical environment. 
After the development of several versions, 
the collaborators eventually arrived at 
an initial prototype working as a proof of 
concept in the lab.

“Besides coming up with the first idea, 
Nancy is the one who has been pitching 
and getting the project moving beyond 
just a cute student project,” Dean said. 
“We got the initial prototype working, 
but there are many steps necessary 
between that and a viable product that 
can impact patient care. Nancy has been 
the one championing the project, getting 
the clinical perspective and support, and 
drumming up some seed funding to make 
the project successful.”

Their combined efforts have paid off. 
In August 2016, DeMore and Clemson col-
leagues filed for a patent on the detector. 
The hope is to obtain FDA approval and 
conduct clinical trials, and potentially for 
this product to be available for use on the 
market in the future, she said.

“If it works in the clinic, it really has the 
ability to revolutionize breast surgery,” 
DeMore said.

The prototype of the metal detector 
is gaining attention, and awards, among 
surgeons, innovators and other players in 
the medical industry.

DeMore presented the innovation 
at the Charleston Southeast Medical 
Device Association Pitch Rounds com-
petition—an event sponsored by MUSC 
and the Foundation for Research and 
Development in April 2017, and won first 
place.  

Also, the invention impressed mem-
bers of the Society of Surgical Oncology. 
DeMore presented the metal detector at 
the association’s annual cancer sym-
posium in Seattle in March, and it was 
awarded first place in the “Innovations in 
the Operating Room” competition.

In the meantime, her work to improve 
clinical care and treatment as a doctor 
and researcher is far from over. 

“Nancy is truly a clinician-inventor,” 
Dean said. “She is very innovative and 
comes up with great ideas that are 
grounded in clinical needs. This is just the 
beginning.”  
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“Diverse perspectives are 
needed the most at times 
of uncertainty. Decision-

making groups comprised 
of both men and women 

have constantly shown 
to outperform groups 

comprised only of men.
The world needs women to play a far 

stronger role, leaders who are diverse, 
multigenerational, multiregional, 

multinational and multicultural, with 
energy, intelligence and integrity.”

Susan Schiffer Stautberg ’67,  
honorary degree recipient

ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION NEWS

Reunion
Inspiration, 
connection, 
fabulous fun 
Photos by Keith Nordstrom and Nicki Pardo

“There are countless 
ways for you to play a 
role in finding solutions. 
Problems invite 
innovation, energy and 
attention, and, Class of 
2017, you have all of that. 
Pursue a role that makes

a difference wherever you are, in whatever 
you’re doing. The ripple effects will be 

tremendous.”
Thomas Sanderson ’92,  

Commencement keynote speaker
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ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION NEWS

On board
Meet the six new members of the 
Alumnae/i Board of Directors, introduced  
here in the same order as in the photo.

Mario Suarez ’06
Major: English literature
Career: Senior sales account executive at 
ZipRecruiter
Committing to long-term relationship: 
“Every day I am reminded of the profound 
impact of Wheaton by the extraordinary re-
lationships I have developed since my time 
in Norton. Wheaton had such a positive im-
pact in both my professional career and my 
own personal growth. I feel it is important 
to find ways to engage alumnae/i across the 
spectrum and to remind them that while 
our relationship with Wheaton begins with 
four years on campus, our relationship with 
the greater Wheaton community should 
be a lifelong endeavor for the benefit of 
Wheaton’s past, present and future.”  

Maya Ennis ’14
Major: Psychology 
Career: Associate at the Democratic 
Attorneys General Association 
Enhancing the network: “I joined the 
board because I understand the need for 
a strong community and support system. 
Because of Wheaton, I have made incred-
ible friends and carved a pathway in my 
career with the help of alumnae/i who 

came before me. As a board member, I 
hope to enhance the support services 
offered to students in their final year 
transitioning to become alumnae/i. Also, 
I would like to engage alumnae/i who, at 
various points of their careers, are seek-
ing a sense of community.”

Michelle Rhodd ’87
Major: International relations
Career: Consultant specializing in corpo-
rate governance 
Paying it forward: “I decided to join the 
board as a way to give back to Wheaton. 
The education I received allowed me to be 
successful in many areas of my life. It is 
important to me that I use my skills and 
experience to further the college’s work.”

Lindsay Nason Villone ’08
Major: Sociology and Italian studies
Career: Campaign manager at the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 
Massachusetts chapter
Giving back: “I was involved with the 
Wheaton Tri-State alumnae/i group in 
New York and helped them plan events 
throughout the city, which introduced me 
to a whole new Wheaton network. When I 
moved to Boston, I missed that level of en-
gagement, so when the opportunity came 
for me to join the board, I was excited to 
do so. I feel that I owe the college a lot. 
Wheaton helped guide me to my career in 
fundraising and introduced me to some of 
my best friends. I’m excited to give back at 
a higher level.”

Marcia Coleman Williams ’72 
Major: Mathematics
Career: Retired college faculty; taught  
database theory, computer programming 
and systems analysis and design for 35 years
Building support: “Being on the board 
allows me to use my experience as a 
class annual fund chair to help increase 
alumnae/i engagement. I’ve seen what 
works firsthand, and the challenges 
those of us in this role face. I hope that my 
experience will improve the partnerships 
with fund chairs to increase the number 
of donors and funds raised.”

Rose Jackson ’06 (not pictured)
Major: International relations
Career: Founder of nonprofit Assemble
Sustaining community: “I joined the 
board because I want to improve the 
connection between Wheaton’s current 
students and the alumnae/i community. 
I’m amazed by the really wonderful and 
creative things many of my classmates 
have gone on to do, and I’d like to help 
build a more active space for all of us to 
come together, celebrate accomplish-
ments and connect around common 
passions and interests. Wheaton helped 
shape who I am, and it’s a community I 
want to help sustain.”

—Laura Pedulli

The Alumnae/i Board of Directors is seeking 
nominations for several positions, including 
president. Details: wheatoncollege.edu/ 
alumnaei/board-of-directors
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Noteworthy
Lauren Henderson  
scores on jazz scene
Less than a decade ago, Lauren  
Henderson ’09 was singing with 
the Wheaton Jazz Band in Kresge 
Experimental Theatre. Today she takes 
the stage at famed jazz clubs where Duke 
Ellington and Dizzy Gillespie once per-
formed, like the Blue Note and Birdland 
in New York and the Regattabar in 
Cambridge, Mass.

She has come a long way. Henderson 
didn’t always see herself following 
in such big footsteps. Growing up on 
Massachusetts’ North Shore, “I didn’t sing 
my first solo until I was a senior in high 
school. I was so shy,” she says. 

Music was always in her genes, 
though—she describes her dad as “a huge, 
huge jazz fan”—and her talent blossomed 
once she arrived at Wheaton.

“Wheaton gave me a lot of confidence,” 
says Henderson, who majored in music 
and Hispanic studies. “I think that’s be-
cause of the individual attention, and be-
ing the big fish in the small pond. I think 
if I was at another school—and not just 
by size—but without the nurturing and 
the kind peers and all the support, I really 
wouldn’t have had the audacity to do this.”

Henderson was shaped by her time in 
Wheaton’s music department, particular-
ly working with the Jazz Band, which she 
joined during her sophomore year, and its 
longtime director, the late Rick Britto. 

“I knew a lot about jazz before that, but 
he taught me the theory I needed to be a 
professional and to write music,” she says.

After graduation, Henderson took a 
production job at MTV in New York, but 
before long she was drawn into the city’s 
jazz scene. She decided to make music her 
full-time career in 2013, and has never 
looked back.

“I think that a lot of the opportuni-
ties I’ve had wouldn’t have happened 
if I hadn’t just thrown myself into the 
music,” she says.

Critics have praised Henderson’s 

work: after hearing her first album, 
JazzTimes called her “an immensely 
promising vocalist,” and DownBeat pre-
dicted she was on her way to becoming 
“a vibrant new star singer.”

Since then, Henderson has toured in-
ternationally, contributed a song to a new 
Julia Stiles movie and recently returned 
to her home state for a live performance 
on WGBH Radio in Boston. She’s now 
putting the finishing touches on her third 
album.

Henderson acknowledges it’s more 
challenging to build a jazz career when 
the hits on the Top 40 are a far cry from 
the music of Louis Armstrong and Ella 
Fitzgerald. But she has no hesitation 
about following her passion.

“Right now it’s working,” she says. “It’s 
what I plan to do forever.”

—Ted Nesi ’07

Upcoming performances 2017
November 4 South Hadley 

Jazz Festival
South Hadley, 
Mass.

November 9 B-flat Berlin, 
Germany

November 10 Tour of Europe Rome, Italy
November 30 Harlem Jazz 

Club
Barcelona, 
Spain

Lauren Henderson’s sold-out performance 
(below) at the Regattabar in Cambridge , Mass. 



CLASS NOTES

Do you have any mini-reunions 
or get-togethers coming up? 
In addition to showing off your 
smiling faces, wear your Wheaton 
swag when you send in your 
photos.

Commencement/Reunion is May 18-20, 2018
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Refugee advocate and communications professional Marcella "Marcy" Michaud Franck ’96, in Greece, peers through binoculars, poised to assist any refugees 
crossing the Mediterranean Sea. Read more on Page 40.

Alumnae honored retiring Writer-in-Residence and Professor of English Sue Standing for her 38 years of service 
at the OUTStanding Poetry Reading during Reunion this past May.  Read more, Page 43.

KEITH NORDSTROM

Ready to help
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Cynthia Douglas Bittinger ’68 shared with Vermont Public Radio the 
contributions of Margaret King Hunter ’41, a pathbreaking architect, 
during a broadcast in June. Read more, Page 38

Derron "J.R." Wallace ’07 was recognized by Brandeis University 
with the Michael L. Walzer ’56 Award for Excellence for his engaging, 
inspired teaching and superlative scholarship. Read more, Page 41

SAVE THE DATE
April 6-8, 2018

Reflection  
and Renewal:
Remembering our past, shaping our future

A celebration of our alumnae/i of color 

For more information please go  
to wheatoncollege.edu/alumnaei 
Sponsored by the Office of the President

Alums_of_Color-SaveTheDate-ad.indd   1 7/24/17   4:01 PM

Did you move recently? Let us know your 
change of address. Page 42
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Making 
waves
Cynthia Douglas 
Bittinger ’68 talks about 
trailblazing Wheaton 
architect on radio
For years, instructor, author and histo-
rian Cynthia Douglas Bittinger ’68 has 
found inspiration in the contributions of 
lesser-known Vermonters who have made 
a lasting impact. 

The late Margaret “Peg” King Hunter 
’41—an alumna who blazed trails in the 
field of architecture—was a recent sub-
ject of her research. Bittinger spoke about 
Hunter’s accomplishments in modern 
architecture on Vermont Public Radio 
(VPR) during a show that aired June 13.

“I am always looking for inspiring sto-
ries for women, especially young women 
at this time,” Bittinger said.

After graduating from Wheaton, 
Hunter was one of the first women to 
attend Harvard’s graduate school in 
architecture and one of the first female 
professors at Dartmouth College. 

“When the Hunters bravely decided to 
design homes for middle class families 
in Norwich, Vt., and Hanover, N.H., in 
the 1950s, they were revolutionaries in 
their chosen profession,” she said in the 

broadcast. 
Some of the Vermont homes currently 

are under consideration for inclusion as 
a National Register District, according to 
the broadcast.

Hunter also was an activist in her 
profession. She returned to Wheaton 
in 1946 to inspire students to ask for 
modern dorms after a plan to update the 
campus had been proposed and shelved. 
Eventually, the dorms were built. “Her 
story is important to current Wheaton 
students, both male and female,” Bittinger 
said.

Bittinger graduated from Wheaton 

with a degree in government and enrolled 
in Columbia University’s Teachers College 
in 1969, after which she taught history 
at a New Jersey high school for three 
years. She also worked for two mayors 
in New York City and worked in the 
Massachusetts Office of Economic Affairs. 
She moved to Hanover, N.H., in 1988. She 
served as director of the Calvin Coolidge 
Memorial Foundation and teaches cours-
es at the Community College of Vermont. 

Listen to Bittinger’s story on VPR at 
digital.vpr.net/post/bittinger-modern-
ism-norwich.

— Laura Pedulli

Cynthia  Douglas Bittinger ’68
JON GIlbERT fOx

http://digital.vpr.net/post/bittinger-modernism-norwich
http://digital.vpr.net/post/bittinger-modernism-norwich
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A breath of 
fresh air
Medical scientist Laura 
Shostak ’91 tackles 
COPD, asthma 
Laura Shostak ’91 hopes to help patients 
breathe a little easier. 

A medical scientist at GlaxoSmithKline, 
she focuses on improving the quality of 
life for patients with chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD)—a group of 
lung diseases that block airflow and make 
it difficult to breathe—and asthma. COPD 
is the third leading cause of death in the 
U.S.

In her role, she works with investiga-
tors involved with clinical trials; delivers 
educational lectures to various health 
care providers; attends international 
scientific symposia; and provides medical 
support for sales representatives. 

“It is a unique position I honestly had 
never heard about until I applied for it in 
2000,” she said. 

Her position entails engaging with ex-
ternal experts in the field of pulmonology 
and allergy to stay abreast of the latest 
research.  

“I gather and learn about their medi-
cal opinions, issues, questions and any 
medical and scientific needs of these 
experts as it relates to their patients. We 
make sure health care providers that are 
treating patients have the most current 
information they need to make appropri-

ate decisions for their patients,” she said.
Shostak, a biology major at Wheaton, 

always had an interest in the sciences. 
But she also wanted to experience the 
benefits of a well-rounded liberal arts 
education, she said.  

“Subjects that caught my attention out-
side of my major included French, which 
I continued from high school, and also a 
world religion class, which was extremely 
thought-provoking,” she said. 

In the sciences, three particular classes 
and professors that left an impression 
include chordate anatomy, taught by 
Professor John Kricher, Professor Betsey 
Dyer’s genetics class and Professor 
Edmund Tong’s physiology class. 

“The dedication and compassion that 
these professors bestowed on their stu-
dents was very contagious and it definitely 
helped me confirm my interest in science,” 
she said.

Following graduation, Shostak consid-
ered various professions in the sciences, 

getting her feet wet in an array of disci-
plines before deciding to pursue hands-
on research. 

“The mechanisms of how medications 
work to target disease always held my in-
terest,” she said, adding that this interest 
led her to pursue a Ph.D. in pharmacology 
at the University of Vermont. She received 
her Ph.D. in 1997.

In her current role, one large area of fo-
cus is medication adherence. This entails 
educating health care providers about the 
importance of patients adhering to their 
appropriate and prescribed medication 
regimens. 

“I’m always encouraging those who 
treat patients to share success stories 
with me about how our medicines helped 
patients breathe better, stay out of the 
hospital longer or stories about patients 
who now have a more favorable quality of 
life that they so deserve,” she said. 

— Laura Pedulli
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Connecting with purpose
Marcella “Marcy” Michaud 
Franck ’96 is using the power 
of the pen and social media 
to shed light on the humanity 
behind the refugee crisis.  

Franck, who currently serves 
as communications director 
at Harvard’s Center for Health 
and the Global Environment, 
first felt compelled to help when 
her social media newsfeed was  
flooded with images of refugees 
landing on the shores of Greece 
in overcrowded boats in 2015.

“I had to do everything I could 
to help people who fled war and 
terror, especially because the 
conditions that greeted them were so 
incredibly rough,” said Franck. 

She began by writing stories about 
grassroots efforts that provide direct aid 
to refugees, and engaging with volun-
teer groups on Facebook. “There is a 
vast international network of ordinary 
people who connect with refugees and 
each other, to gain access to information, 
medical aid, food, supplies—you name it,” 
she said.

In early 2016, Franck connected with a 
young dentist living in Syria. At the time, 
he was experiencing daily missile attacks 
and street violence. They communicated 
almost daily and she is now working to bring 
him, his parents and siblings to a safe life in 
Canada.

One woman she befriended on 
Facebook, activist Vania Davidovic, 
helped Franck by connecting her with 
other Canadians willing to help, and by 
fielding questions on immigration poli-
cies for refugees.

“It didn’t take long to detect how much 
passion Marcy has, and what a beauti-
ful heart she has. She reached out to 
find out how she could help out, and how 
she could contribute from America,” 
Davidovic said.

Franck raised $27,000 for this fam-
ily. Now she is working to secure a 
Sponsorship Agreement Holder—an 
organization with a special arrangement 
with the Canadian government that 
allows private sponsorship without the 
United Nations certification. 

“She has done an amazing job at fundrais-
ing. People in the U.S were responding, obvi-
ously moved and wanting to help,” Davidovic 
said. 

Franck also teamed up with volunteers to 
help refugees in a government-run detention 
center in Chios, Greece. Guards had refused 
to provide an adequate amount of formula 
for the babies there, so Franck tapped her 
writing skills. “Together we worked to 
expose this inhumane practice to the media, 
and shortly after the story was published in 
[British newspaper] The Guardian, babies 
received access to the formula they needed 
to survive,” she said.

Franck is a member of the Facebook 
group Boston Friends for Refugee 
Support (founded by Lisa Nowak Wilkins 
’03). “I recently coordinated furniture do-
nations for a family who had just arrived. 
We were able to source everything the 
family needed to set up their household 
within four hours of posting the request,” 

she said.
Last year, Franck visited refugee 

camps in Chios. She raised nearly 
$8,000 before her trip for grassroots 
aid efforts there, and blogged about 
her experience. “When I was post-
ing almost daily from the camps in 
Chios, I noticed an uptick in dona-
tions. I think this is because the 
refugee crisis became more person-
al and it was easier for people to see 
how they could make an immediate, 
direct impact,” she said.

Franck, an English writing and lit-
erature major, developed an interest 
in international issues and an ability 
to cultivate connections while at 

Wheaton. 
She served as summer camp counselor 

at Robert College in Istanbul, and while 
traveling witnessed poverty and hun-
ger. “Understanding that life outside the 
‘Wheaton bubble’ wasn’t always so cozy 
ignited a desire to work for the greater good,” 
she said.

Franck hopes that people see beyond 
the headlines to understand that refugees 
are strong and dignified human beings 
with amazing resilience—persevering in 
incredibly dire circumstances. She en-
courages others who want to help to stay 
connected; support refugee families here 
and abroad; and dispel negative stereo-
types whenever they are encountered. 

“But by taking the time to learn stories 
of the people who risked everything to 
create a safer life for their families, my 
hope is that we come away knowing that 
we have nothing to fear, and everything 
to learn."

Follow Franck online:
Blog: marcyfranck.wordpress.com

Huffington Post: huffingtonpost.com/
author/marcy-franck

Facebook: facebook.com/MarcyFranck1/
— Laura Pedulli
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Distinctive teaching
Brandeis University has recognized Derron 
“J.R.” Wallace ’07 with the Michael L. Walzer 
’56 Award for Excellence in Teaching—an 
award given annually to tenure-track faculty 
who combine superlative scholarship with 
inspired teaching. 

“Professor Wallace is easily one of the 
most passionate, rigorous and knowledge-
able professors at Brandeis,” according to the 
nomination form. “He expects his students 
to be as engaged as he is, and that’s quite 
easy when you have a professor like him. He 
creates a class culture where everyone shows 
up to class prepared and ready with critical 
questions.” 

An assistant professor of education and so-
ciology, Wallace joined the Brandeis faculty 
in the fall of 2015. He specializes in cross-
national studies of inequalities and identities 
in urban schools and neighborhoods.

“Over the past two years, teaching has 
been the primary means through which I 
have sought to animate social justice values 
in public life,” Wallace said. “I have invested 
considerable intellectual stock in develop-
ing learning environments that are at once 
creative, collaborative and critical.”

In Wallace’s course “Critical 
Perspectives in Urban Education,” for 
example, he incorporates critical media 
literacy as part of the course, due in large 

part to what course alumni have shared 
with him about the evolution of digital 
activism. Students are required to create, 
edit and make public video essays detail-
ing the elements of inequality that shaped 
their secondary schooling.

“The assignment is rather challenging, re-
quiring students to learn new video-editing 
software; conduct archival and statistical 
research on their high schools and local 
communities; sketch and script each scene; 
and submit three drafts of their videos for 
peer review,” he said. 

In all of his courses, the professor focuses 
on ensuring that his students acquire skills 
to become critical thinkers and leaders. 

He assigns précis—brief summaries of 
the main points and ideas in writing or 
speech—to enable students to develop these 
critical skills. Wallace said he developed an 
“enduring appreciation” for précis thanks to 
Wheaton’s Sociology Department. 

“By assigning précis regularly, I ensure 
that students come to class focused and 
prepared,” he said. “I am most pleased that 
a number of alumni have informed me that 
writing précis for my classes has prepared 
them for the intensity of graduate school and 
work in the fields of law, public policy and 
the biological sciences.”

With the award, Wallace will receive fund-

ing to further develop his scholarship and 
teaching. 

“It is an honor to be the latest recipient 
of [this award], joining the ranks of award-
winning instructors in the Sociology 
and Education departments at Brandeis. 
I endeavor to continue the tradition of 
teaching excellence evident in both de-
partments.”

— Laura Pedulli
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Ted Nesi ’07 
snags Emmy 
Ted Nesi ’07—a 
Providence-based politi-
cal journalist and visiting 
instructor of English at 
Wheaton—has another 
accomplishment to add to 
his growing list: an Emmy 
Award.

The alumnus, who back 
in 2011 was named to 
Politico’s list of 50 industry 
leaders to watch, received 
a regional Emmy for WPRI-
TV’s “Hidden House Rep” 
investigative series.

The reports captured 
then-state Rep. John 
Carnevale apparently 
living at a home outside of 
his district, triggering a 
formal investigation that 
forced Carnevale off the 
voter rolls and out of his 
re-election race. He was 
eventually charged with 
perjury. Nesi co-wrote the 
story and continued to 
cover the fallout after the 
initial report.

“My job is to cover 
politics and the economy 
in Rhode Island, and when 
we’re working on an inves-
tigation in my wheelhouse, 
I’ll often play a role in put-

ting it together,” said Nesi, 
a digital reporter at WPRI 
who shared the award with 
four other colleagues. “In 
this case, I worked closely 
with our chief investigative 
reporter, Tim White, on 
sorting through docu-
ments and pulling together 
the evidence, as well as 
writing the stories them-
selves.”

Nesi said he is thrilled 
to receive his first Emmy. 
“I was more excited than I 
expected to be. I had been 
preparing myself for us 
to lose, knowing we were 
competing with all the 
investigative teams across 
New England—including in 
Boston—so it was a happy 
surprise to be chosen.”

Uncovering the truth 
was the greatest accom-
plishment, however. 

“It’s nice recognition, 
but even more important 
than winning the award is 
knowing our work had an 
impact and brought to light 
something voters needed 
to know,” he said.

— Laura Pedulli

Did your contact information change?
Report changes of address and email to Alumnae/i 
Relations at 508-286-8207 or alum@wheatoncollege.edu, or 
update your own information using the Wheaton Connect 
App at https://wheatoncollege.edu/alumnaei/connect.

Looking to volunteer?
Contact our Alumnae/i Relations Office to get involved at 
508-286-8207.

For class secretaries: How to submit Class 
Notes
By email: Submit Class Notes to quarterly@wheatoncol-
lege.edu. Include your class year in the subject line (e.g., 
“Class Notes, 2001.”) Also, we accept Class Notes by snail 
mail: 

Class Notes
Wheaton Magazine
Wheaton College
Norton, MA 02766

Deadlines
Spring: Jan. 9, 2018
Summer: April 4, 2018
Fall: July 2, 2018
Winter: Sept. 27, 2018

Photos
To submit digital photos (preferred), attach them to an 
email message addressed to quarterly@wheatoncollege.
edu. For complete guidelines on taking and submitting digi-
tal photos, visit wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/contact/ 
submitting-digital-images/.

Photographic prints: Photos should be at least 4x6 inches 
in size. Mail your photos to address above. (Copies only; we 
cannot return photos.)

For all photos: Please supply a brief description of the 
event and all the names and class years of the alumnae/i 
who appear in the picture.

Please note: The photos you send in must be sharp and 
clear. Photos that are out of focus, or that have harsh shad-
ows, over-exposed areas, or “red-eyed” subjects, may not 
be usable. Often we receive more photos than we can use 
in any one issue. When this happens, we will select photos 
that represent a variety of class years and timely events.
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Poetic 
send-off 
Former students of retiring Professor 
of English Sue Standing hosted the 
OUTStanding Poetry Reading event in the 
Madeline Clark Wallace Reading Room on 
May 19, during Reunion Weekend. 

Celebrating Standing’s 38 years of teach-
ing at Wheaton, more than 40 alumnae/i 
gathered to share original poetry and 
moving tributes of the professor’s impact 
on their lives. The program included 
readings by alums representing the four 
decades of Professor Standing’s career: 
Lisa DePasquale Dennis ’81, Heidi Peddell 
Hall ’84, Sandra Yannone ’86, Carolyn 
Harris Zukowski ’91, Jessica Spissinger ’99, 
Karen Mlyniec Haskell ’01, Annie Belz ’06, 
Megan Collins Hatfield ’06, Isabel Tarshis 
’11, Dianne Holcomb ’83, Amy Woolf Cay ’83, 
Suzanne Lima Pickford ’98, Gina Burd ’02 
and Emily Mercurio ’16.  After the formal 
program, other alums in the audience rose 
to offer their poignant testimonials.  

Organizers Yannone and Zukowski met 
during their 30th and 25th Reunions in 
2016 when Standing encouraged Yannone 
to crash the 25th Reunion cocktail party 
at the Presidents’ House. Standing always 

had wanted the two poets to meet and 
didn’t know when another opportunity 
would present itself since Zukowski lives 
in the Czech Republic. When the conver-
sation turned to Standing’s retirement 
in 2017, the professor said what she most 
wished for was a way for all her students 
across the years to meet. Yannone and 
Zukowski vowed to her that night to bring 
Wheaton writers together in 2017. 

About their collaboration to honor 
Standing, Yannone said, “Carolyn and I 
became instant dear, dear friends. Our 

shared experience at Wheaton made that 
easy. We share a love of poetry and our 
love for Sue. We were so happy to mani-
fest her dream as it was obvious to anyone 
hearing the poetry and stories in May 
that Sue has been the catalyst for so many 
of us to manifest ours.” 

Based on the response from alumnae/i, 
the three plan to bring alumnae/i togeth-
er in the future for more creative writing 
endeavors.

— Laura Pedulli

A poetry reading was held to honor Writer-in Residence and Professor of English Sue Standing for her 
38 years of service.  Standing is pictured here with former student Carolyn Harris Zukowski ’91.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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1941
Shirley Glunts Libby, 96, died on 
July 12. She graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in music, 
and became proficient in classical pi-
ano. She was a member of the tennis 
team. She met her late husband of 67 
years, Theodore, while playing ten-
nis on the South Shore, where both 
families had summer homes. They 
dated through college and after mar-
rying, they moved to San Antonio. 
In Texas, she served as a staff as-
sistant for the American Red Cross 
and began a lifetime commitment 
to philanthropic work in the arts, 
education, health care and religion. 
Shirley was devoted to Wheaton and 
served on the alumnae/i board. The 
State of Israel Bond Corp. honored 
Shirley and Theodore with The City 
of Peace Award for their service to 
Israel and their community.

1943
Edith “Edie” Gordon Spies, 96, of 
St. Petersburg, Fla., passed away 
on May 24. 

Mary Fisher Thompson, 95, of 
Oxnard, Calif., passed away on May 29. 
After college, she worked on the Tiffany 
Estate on Long Island doing off-the-
coast surveillance for the war effort. 
She married and settled in Springfield, 
Mass. She was a member of the South 
Congregational Church; did volunteer 
work for the American Red Cross; and 
was a member of The Junior League 
of Springfield. In the early ’70s, she 
held several bookkeeping jobs, then 
settled in Springfield, Mass., where she 
lived and worked until her departure 
to California in 1989. She obtained a 
position as head leasing consultant 
at Country Oaks, an apartment com-
munity in Oak Park, Calif., where she 
remained until her retirement. 

1945
Claire Schmidt Leonard passed away 
on May 19. Claire was a resident of 
Brunswick, Maine, at the time of her 
death. She graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in French.

1946
Virginia “Ginna” Tavener 
Niemeyer, 92, passed away on 
June 12. She was a member of the 
Episcopal Church and sang in the 
church choir. During the summer of 
1944, Ginna met the love of her life, 
James Niemeyer, when they both 
had summer jobs at the American 
Cyanamid research facility in 
Stamford, Conn. They married April 
3, 1945. After she finished college, 
they moved to Connecticut and 
started their family. They soon 

moved to and settled in Livingston, 
N.J., raising their six children. In 
1969, theymoved to Bethlehem, Pa. 
They were married for almost 63 
years. Ginna was also a supporter 
of Lehigh University, receiving the 
“Friend of Lehigh” award in 2012. 

1948
Jean Bricker Trautman, of 
Sarasota, Fla., died on Sept. 5, 2016. 

Rosemary Earle Middeleer, 90, 
died on June 30. Rosemary was a 
longtime resident of Wilton, Conn., 
moving to town in 1952 with her 
husband of 64 years, William, who 
passed away in 2015. After college, 
she  worked at McCall’s magazine in 
New York City. Later, she served on 
boards at the Norwalk Hospital and 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center in New York City. She also 
volunteered at the Wilton Library. 
Rosemary used her free time to 
paint watercolors. She was a long-
time member of the Wilton Riding 
Club and the Cosmopolitan Club of 
New York City.

1950
Alice Taylor Sanford, of Dorchester, 
Mass., passed away on May 28. She 
was the beloved wife of 65 years of 
the late Harvey Sanford. She retired 
after 30 years as a Boston Public 
Schools teacher and psychologist.

1951
Catherine Nelson Hollings 
Simmons, 87, of Hilton Head Island, 
S.C., and formerly of Indianapolis, 
Ind., passed away on June 3 in 
New Orleans. She was a resident 
of Indianapolis for 65 years and a 
seasonal resident of Hilton Head for 
more than two decades before mov-
ing there permanently in 1995. 

1952
Anne Stinson Twitchell died on 
June 3 in Houston. At Wheaton, she 
was an elected member of Phi Beta 
Kappa, captain of the field hockey 
team and a member of the tennis 
team. In 1952, she married Tollyn 
and they settled in Sarasota, Fla., 
where they raised five children. 
After obtaining her master’s 
degree in library science from the 
University of South Florida, she 
was a reference librarian at the 
Sarasota Public Library, Venice 
Public Library and Mote Marine 
Laboratory. Later, she managed the 
historical preservation collection 
at the University of Maryland and 
then was head reference librarian 
at the Environmental Protection 
Agency headquarters library in 
Washington, D.C. Upon retirement, 
she moved to Asheville, N.C., and 
continued to live a busy life with her 
dear friend Lewis. 

1953
Lee Ohlbaum Holmberg passed 
away on May 31. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in music from 
Wheaton. She was an accomplished 
pianist and choral soloist. She 
resided in Monterey, Calif.; Millis, 
Mass.; Newport, R.I.; and McLean, 
Va. She held many roles from stay-at-
home mother to legal administrator. 
Her volunteer affiliations included: 
the Navy Relief Society; Daughters of 
the American Revolution; American 
Legion Auxiliary; and lifetime mem-
ber and soloist in various choirs. She 
and her husband lived in McLean, 
Va., for over 45 years and, more 
recently, in Ashburn, Va.

Joy Smith Starr, 86, died June 23 
in Fremont, N.H. During the 1950s, 
Joy served in the U.S. Marine Corp. 
She was a freelance writer and her 
articles appeared in The Washington 
Post, Christian Science Monitor and 
other publications. She also wrote 
a column on historical subjects 
for a local newspaper in Northern 
Virginia. She married Nicholas 
in Washington, D.C., in 1963 and 
for the next 35 years they lived in 
Fairfax County, Va. Joy served as 
a professional genealogist with 
the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. She was a longtime vol-
unteer at the National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C. She took up poetry 
in later life, and published one book 
of poems. She traveled in Europe and 
the Caribbean, and lived with their 
two sons in Geneva, Switzerland. 

1955
Valerie Patrick McAleenan, of 
Topsham, Maine, died on May 20. Her 
parents raised her in Montevideo, 
Uruguay. At age 16, she returned to 
Virginia. She met her husband while 
attending Wheaton and upon gradu-
ation moved to Brunswick, Maine. 
Later, the family moved to Norwich, 
Vt., where she worked as an insur-
ance agent. Upon retirement, she 
moved back to Orrs Island, Maine. 
She was a communicant and volun-
teer at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 
She enjoyed the ocean, through boat-
ing, kayaking and swimming.

Grace Carter van Vliet, 83, passed 
away on Oct. 13, 2016. She married 
Willem in 1953. They raised their 
family while living in various places. 
Since 1996, Grace had lived in Inver 
Grove Heights, Minn.; Naples, Fla.; 
and Plymouth, Minn., surrounded by 
friends and family, cheering on the 
Twins, traveling, knitting, stitch-
ing, Wii bowling, and watching her 
grandchildren grow up.

IN MEMORIAM

Paul Gray, life trustee
Paul Gray, a life trustee of 
Wheaton College and a former 
president of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), 
died September 18 at 
his home in Concord, 
Mass. He was 85.

Along with his wife, 
Priscilla King Gray, Class 
of 1955, Paul was a 
proud Wheaton parent 
of a Class of 1980 grad-
uate and grandparent of 
alums from the Classes 
of 2004, 2012 and 2016. 
He and Priscilla have been active 
members of the Wheaton commu-
nity for more than half a century. 

Paul was chair of the Wheaton 
Board of Trustees in the 1980s 
when the college made the deci-
sion to become co-educational, 
and “he wisely served Wheaton 
until recently by attending our 
board meetings as well as being a 
resource for four Wheaton presi-
dents,” noted Nancy Pearlstine 
Conger ’67, chair of the Board of 

Trustees. “We all benefited from 
Paul’s thoughtful guidance.”

Born in Newark, N.J., Paul cited 
his father, a technician at a public 

utility who never fin-
ished high school, as an 
influential figure who 
helped him discover his 
interest in electricity at 
an early age. 

In addition to his work 
on behalf of Wheaton, 
Paul also served on the 
board of directors of the 
Boeing Co. and Eastman 

Kodak Co., and was a life trustee of 
the Boston Museum of Science and a 
life fellow of the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronics Engineers.

A professor of electrical engineer-
ing emeritus, he earned a bachelor’s 
degree, a master’s as well as a doc-
toral degree in electrical engineer-
ing at MIT and then rose through the 
faculty ranks. He served in several 
roles, including associate dean and 
chancellor before becoming MIT’s 
14th president in 1980. 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/indystar/obituary-search.aspx?daterange=99999&lastname=Simmons
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/houstonchronicle/obituary-search.aspx?daterange=99999&lastname=Stinson
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1956
Barbara Perlmutter Shoolman, of 
Boston, died July 26. For 54 years, 
she was the beloved wife of the late 
Alan Shoolman.

1958
Ann-Carter Kennedy Stonesifer 
died on June 14. She was the beloved 
wife of the late Geary Stonesifer.

1959
Catherine Farrell Wilson, 78, 
wife of Robert Wilson, died on 
May 25 in Beaufort, S.C. Catherine 
was born in Port Chester, N.Y. 
She worked in New York City 
in advertising and media. She 
started her career with J. Walter 
Thompson Advertising Agency and 
worked for Metromedia Channel 
Five (now Fox 5) in various capaci-
ties until her marriage in 1967. In 
1973, she and her family moved 
to Greenwich, Conn., where she 
lived until 1998. She was active 
in the Riverside School PTA, 
the Greenwich Junior Women’s 
Club and played bridge weekly. 
Catherine also volunteered her 
time with the Greenwich High 
School wrestling program. After 
moving to South Carolina, she was 
active in a local book club and the 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church Food 
Pantry. 

1965
Susan Lloyd Andrews died on 
March 27 in New York City. Susan 
graduated from Wheaton with a 
bachelor’s degree in history. She 
received her M.S.W. from Fordham 
University and worked as a social 
worker and in data processing before 
finding her true vocation as a copy 
editor. She was a member and vol-
unteer for the Editorial Freelancers 
Association, the Women’s Welsh 
club of New York, Peace Action, the 
Three Parks Democratic Club and 
the Garden People of Riverside Park, 
as well as supporter of the Wheaton 
Alumnae/i Association. Susan was 
an avid reader, birdwatcher and en-
ergetic hiker. She vacationed nearly 
every summer at her family’s home 
in Andover, N.H. 

1966
Natalie “Betty” Meyer Bent, 
beloved wife of Quincy Bent, died on 
May 31.

1967
Barbara Jensky Kovensky died 
on June 25. She was the wife of 
Sheldon for 49 years. After graduat-
ing from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in chemistry, she received 
her master’s degree in science from 
the University of Toronto. Barbara 
founded and ran a successful analy-
sis company in Toronto, Canada, 

called Experchem, which she sold 
to Eurofin. Barbara was recognized 
as a leading expert in food science 
and technology. In 2012, she received 
an honorary degree from Wheaton 
at her 45th Reunion. Her many 
professional affiliations include 
the Order of Professional Chemists 
of Quebec and the Association 
and the Association of Chemical 
Professionals of Ontario. She was 
an active supporter of Wheaton who 
attended Reunions and volunteered 
as a Wheaton Fund chair for 13 years, 
among other activities.

1973
Anne O’Donnell Houle passed 
away on July 13 in Windermere, 
Fla. She graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in govern-
ment and from Bridgewater State 
College with a master’s degree in 
educational leadership. She was 
married to John. She was a teacher 
for the Norfolk Public Schools 
and later principal at Anna Ware 
Jackson School in Plainville, Mass. 
Anne also gave time to education 
through associations, primarily the 
National College Testing Association, 
where she served as president. She 
later worked with the New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges 
evaluating schools both domestically 
and abroad.

2016
Jordan Jenkins, 24, of Scituate, 
Mass., passed away unexpectedly on 
July 10. He was born in Weymouth. 
He played baseball for Wheaton and 
worked as a sales representative for 
Franklin Sports. Jordan loved spend-
ing time with his family and friends, 
enjoyed fishing with his dad, and 
having dinners with his mom.

Friends
Marion Crum, former special events 
coordinator at Wheaton, in May

H. Donald Scott, former vice presi-
dent of finance and operations, in 
July

Relatives
1952 Johnson Winship, husband of 
Ann Williams Winship, in June

1970 Donor Lion, husband of Linda 
Kranetz Lion, in April

1975 Susanne Harvey, mother of Ann 
Harvey McMurray, in May

1975 Shepard Simons, father of Jo 
Ann Simons, in June

1968 Shirley Glunts Libby, mother of 
Joyce Libby, in July 

1989 Elaine Murphy, mother of Erin 
Murphy Schipani, in July 2016

2004 John Prihoda, father of Tracy 
Prihoda, in April

Matthew Cushing, soccer coach
Matthew “Matt” Cushing—Wheaton’s 
head men’s soccer coach for 23 
years—passed away on August 28. 

Matt took the helm of the Lyons 
men’s soccer program in 1994. He also 
served as the head men’s 
lacrosse coach from 1995 
to 1997, leading the Lyons 
to an appearance in their 
first ever Pilgrim League 
Championship game in 
1996.

Under Matt’s leader-
ship, Wheaton men’s soc-
cer qualified for postsea-
son play in all 23 seasons, 
including an NCAA Tournament na-
tional semifinal finish in 2003; a national 
quarterfinal placement in 2001; and an 
additional eight NCAA bids. The Lyons 
also captured the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference Tournament title 
in 1998 and the NEWMAC Tournament 
championship eight times. 

Matt was named New England 
Coach of the Year by the National 
Soccer Coaches Association of 
America in 2001; and Coach of the 
Year by the Eastern Massachusetts 

Soccer Coaches Association in 2000, 
NEWMAC in 1998 and 2001, and the 
New England Intercollegiate Soccer 
League in 1997 and 2001.

He earned his bachelor’s degree 
in sports management 
from the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst 
in 1988. He was a captain 
on the 1986 and 1987 
Minutemen teams. He is 
a former Parade maga-
zine high school All-
America honoree and was 
inducted into the Duxbury 
High School Hall of Fame 

in 2008. Matt led Duxbury to four con-
secutive state championships.  

Director of Athletics John Sutyak 
’00 described Matt as someone many 
people looked up to for leadership 
and advice. “He was always able to 
be a positive influence on our staff, 
inside and out of the Department of 
Athletics. He has meant so much to 
the hundreds of alumni he coached, 
and staff members he worked with. We 
will miss him, but certainly never forget 
him,” Sutyak said.

Norman Johnson, professor emeritus
Norman Johnson—a researcher and 
professor of mathematics who taught 
at Wheaton for more than 30 years—
passed away on July 13. He is known 
for establishing a list of “Johnson 
solids,” 92 specific types 
of convex polyhedrons. 
After Norman graduated 
from Carleton College 
in Northfield, Minn., he 
earned his master’s de-
gree at the University of 
Pittsburgh and Ph.D. at 
the University of Toronto. 
Norman joined Wheaton 
faculty as an associate 
professor of mathemat-
ics in 1967. Four years later, he be-
come director of academic comput-
ing. In that role, he assisted students 
with statistics for their honors theses, 
using computers, as well as vari-
ous statistical studies and analysis, 
for academic departments. The late 
professor Jay Goodman wrote, “It is 
only with your help that we have been 
able to introduce a large number of 
students to this aspect of social sci-
ence research, a crucial aspect re-

ally.” For many years, Norman was the 
parliamentarian for faculty meet-
ings; the provost at the time called 
him “Mr. Faculty Legislation” in 1982. 
Norman was active on the academic 

computing advisory com-
mittee, and played a sig-
nificant role in the devel-
opment of the proposal 
for a minor in computer 
science. To that end, he 
helped develop computer 
instruction and software. 
He also advocated for the 
purchase of suitable hard-
ware to develop facilities 
for academic comput-

ing. In 1982, he was both promoted to 
full professor and appointed special 
assistant to the provost. He served 
as department chair at various points 
in the late 1970s through the mid-
1980s. When he retired in 1998, the 
Board of Trustees awarded Emeritus 
status to Norman. Up until his death, 
he remained an active mathematician 
and member of the Wheaton com-
munity, and would often be seen at 
Wheaton baseball games.



PERSPECTIVE

Why I am grateful to Wheaton
By Marian Brown Lorenz ’57

When I arrived at Wheaton in the 
fall of 1953, I had attended a dif-

ferent school every year for the previ-
ous four years—primarily because of a 
major job change for my father. I really 
needed the structure and stability that 
Wheaton gave me.

I had some wonderful teachers during 
freshman year—Mrs. Mackenzie for cre-
ative writing; Miss Littlefield for French; 
and Mrs. Korsch for German (my major). 
I loved foreign languages, and at the end 
of that year I went to see Dean May and 
asked her if I could take “Junior Year 
Abroad” to Paris, Geneva or Munich. This 
was her response: “Come back to me with 
an A average at the end of the fall semes-
ter and I’ll recommend you.” 

I told the classmates that I was planning 
to room with that I had to get a single, and 
I worked almost nonstop that fall. I was 
recommended to the Smith College pro-
gram in Paris and to the Wayne University 
program in Munich, and I chose Munich.

When I returned to Wheaton in the fall 
of 1956, I was a happy and more confident 
person. I was very grateful to Wheaton 
for having allowed me to take “Junior 
Year Abroad,” a life-changing experi-
ence. I enjoyed all my courses. (I lost a 
boyfriend because I refused to miss my 
Shakespeare class on Friday morning to 
leave for a college weekend.) I appreciated 
my wonderful teachers—both challeng-
ing and supportive—and what they were 

doing for me, as well as the other activi-
ties at Wheaton.

Wheaton gave me the academic and 
personal confidence to lead a happy and 
fulfilling life. I had the good fortune to 
receive an M.Ed. in counseling from the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education, 
an M.A. in American and English litera-
ture from Temple University, and to take 
courses in English as a second language 
(ESL) at Teachers College at Columbia 
University. Later, I got a degree in fam-
ily therapy from the Family Institute 
of Philadelphia. 
Although I had some 
fine teachers at each 
of those schools, I 
never again had the 
consistently excellent 

teaching and support that I received at 
Wheaton.

Perhaps because I had been the benefi-
ciary of such good teaching, I became a 
teacher myself. For eight years, I taught 
ESL and trained and evaluated new 
teachers at Columbia University. After I 
got married and moved from New York 
to Philadelphia, I spent 27 years teaching 
regular English (writing, literature, public 
speaking and interpersonal communica-
tion) at Community College of Philadelphia. 
In 1997, my husband and I moved to Boston, 
and I tutored literacy in the Cambridge 
public schools for 15 years and taught 
English for three years at Quincy College.

It was a wonderful career, and I tried 
hard to give my students the solid educa-
tion, individual guidance and love of 
learning that I had received as an under-
graduate at Wheaton.

Marian Brown Lorenz ’57 had planned to read 
this at her 60th Reunion in May but was unable to 
attend because of the funeral services for a close 
neighbor. We are happy that we can share it here.

Call for essays
Do you have a personal story to share 
about the lessons you learned at 
Wheaton and how they relate to your 
life experiences? If so, contact us at 
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu to be 
considered for writing an essay.
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Learn how you can give for the future right now.

Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or 
visit online at giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. 
My way.

Debra Kent Glidden ’68
Core Point Partners, LLC, management consultant 

Wheaton trustee emerita

“Wheaton helped me reconnect with people and myself after a very difficult 
period in my life when my mom recovered from a broken hip; my dad, aunt 
and grandmother died; and I got a divorce—all within nine months. I set up a 
scholarship fund in my grandmother’s memory for students studying music 
and made other donations for projects meaningful to me and to the college. 
Wheaton offered me opportunities, believed in me and helped me grow in ways 
I had never imagined, serving as a trustee for 16 years, vice chair for eight years 
and now trustee emerita. I believe in our residential liberal arts education 
and continue to be so impressed with the humanity, creativity and values of 
our college leaders, faculty, staff, trustees and students. I loved Wheaton as 
a student as my philosophy professors taught me logic, critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills that I have used throughout my career. It gives me great 
joy to make a difference in the lives of our students and their families, and I 
treasure the lasting friendships with my Mary Elizabeth Robinson Murphy 
Scholarship students. I recently made a planned gift in my will to continue to 
make a difference and to celebrate my upcoming 50th Reunion. When I told 
Dennis [Hanno] I was rounding up my existing gifts with this planned gift, he 
had tears in his eyes. That says so much about why I love Wheaton.”

DOT pAUl

http://wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning
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Make the future 
grande.
Francesca Peri Wermlinger ’91
Regional vice president, Starbucks Coffee Co., Hawaii
Wheaton Fund supporter
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Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

BE THE
DIFFERENCE
Give opportunity. Support the Wheaton Fund.

Makes bold decisions:
“I have wanted to be a lawyer since I was 7. I majored in 
history and planned on taking a year off between Wheaton 
and law school. During that year, I worked at a gourmet 
bakery and espresso bar and learned that I loved making 
people’s day by giving them something that they craved—
great food and coffee. I became a manager and knew that I 
was hooked. I pursued Starbucks in 1995, started as a store 
manager and worked my way up. Today, I’m responsible for 
the operations of all Starbucks stores in the state of Hawaii, 
which involves leading a team of district managers and 
employees in creating the Starbucks experience.”

Values personal approach:
“I was a strong student for most of high school with a 
high GPA. Junior year, one of my best friends died and my 
grades suffered. Most colleges passed me over when they 
saw the decline, but I vividly remember getting a call from 
Wheaton. The admissions person could tell that something 
had happened to change my grades and wanted to discover 
why. To get a personal call asking those questions was 
very impressive. Wheaton cared. I consider it an honor and 
responsibility to stay connected 26 years later. The college 
gave me so much and continues to do so; it is important for 
me to give back.”
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