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LETTERs

By JAyNE M. IAFRATE, EDITOR

Recipe for success
I always enjoy the Wheaton 
Quarterly, but the winter 2006 
issue was fantastic. the cover 
was, perhaps, the first clue that 
this issue was different and 
special. the inside cover cites 
“the Food Issue,” and “Between 
the Lines” was all about food. 
as a graduate of the Cambridge 
School of Culinary arts and a 
former student manager in Chase, 
I was certainly curious. as I read 
farther into the issue, I could not 
believe the pages dedicated to 
the diverse careers in food that 
Wheaton alums have pursued.  

as assistant principal of the 
Seacoast School of technology, 
a career and technical center in 

exeter, n.h., serving students 
from six area high schools, I 
found that this issue truly hit 
home. I immediately shared it 
with the Culinary arts teacher 
and the animal and Plant 
Science teacher. our job is not 
only to prepare students for post-
secondary opportunities, but also 
to educate our students about the 
opportunities available after high 
school. the 13 Wheaton gradu-
ates featured in the Quarterly 
represent just a smattering of the 
careers available to students with 
an interest in the world of food. 

editor Jayne Iafrate was gener-
ous enough to send a Quarterly 
to all students enrolled in our 
Culinary arts and animal and 
Plant Science programs. the 
teachers are incorporating the 

Quarterly into their lessons 
dealing with career planning 
and choosing the right college. 
Seventy-five percent of gradu-
ates of the Seacoast School of 
technology go on to postsecond-
ary education. “the Food Issue” 
further reminds our high school 
students how important education 
is in being able to pursue mean-
ingful, purposeful work.

this Quarterly illustrates the 
kind of real-world learning that 
our students find enhances and 
illuminates their academic work. 
It also brings to life the fact that 
there are many alternative routes 
to careers. I am very proud to 
share the Wheaton Quarterly with 
the teachers and students at the 
Seacoast School of technology.  

—Margaret Callahan ’86

“the Food Issue” is a won-
derful idea, and each profile 
so inspiring and beautifully 
conveyed. Congratulations, 
and thank you! I think this 
would make a great booklet 
for admission, too, to show-
case these ways of life (doing 
well by doing good) lived by 
Wheaton alums.

—Alexandra Marshall ’65

Letters to the editor: the Quarterly 
welcomes letters to the editor on topics 
you’ve read in these pages or on other 
topics concerning the Wheaton commu-
nity. please address your letters to: 
 Jayne Iafrate, editor 
 Wheaton Quarterly  
 Wheaton College 
 Norton, Ma 02766  
or send an e-mail to  
 quarterly@ wheatoncollege.edu.

Our thoughts turn to distant lands
I’m taking a Spanish course this semester 
at Wheaton. I first started to learn Spanish 
in seventh grade and continued through 
two years in high school before turning 
my attention to other things. as it’s said of 
many things, “use it or lose it.” I lost it.

But now I’m back at it. Seriously. My 
professor is Bernadette houldsworth—una 
profesora muy encantadora—and the 
process of relearning another language 
increasingly pulls my thoughts toward 
distant lands. Well, it might also be the 
foot of snow outside Park hall and the 
many, many torino, Italy, profiles on the 
television. But there’s no denying just how 
powerful an experience it is to immerse 
yourself in another culture, whether it’s at 
home (in the classroom) or afar. You don’t 
have to take my word for it. 

Stanley ellicott ’07, a recently named 
Fulbright-hays scholar, spent the fall 
semester in Denmark before moving on to 
Russia. “I composed a letter to my [host] 
Russian family explaining the idiosyncra-

sies of Danish culture and my experiences 
here thus far,” ellicott said of his scholar-
ship application. “My Russian instructor, 
who has lived in Denmark for some years 
now, laughed quite a bit after reading 
about Danish cultural practices from an 
american’s perspective. the Danes don’t 
have a direct expression for ‘excuse me,’ 
and therefore, if you happen to be block-
ing the exit of the Metro, you’ll be plowed 
out of the way and only hear ‘undskyld’ 
afterward. You learn rather quickly not to 
block the exit.”

there’s just no substitute for learning to 
understand someone else’s way of life, or 
reaching out to teach others about one’s 
own life. Karen Malme ’88 and Celeste 
Del Russo ’02 do just that in the following 
pages (pages 24 and 18, respectively), as do 
our newest scholarship winners (page 4). 
as for me, I’ll be practicing my improving 
Spanish skills with my bilingual 4-year-old 
niece who, on our last visit, volunteered to 
be my profesora.  Q

While susan Giovanoni ’07 and alex Levy ’07 
were studying in London, they received a 
surprise visit from skye Monson ’07 (who was 
studying in Cordoba, spain) and alex Young ’06.
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Reading the new book At 
Canaan’s Edge: America in the 
King Years, 1965-1968, the final 
installment of taylor Branch’s 
outstanding trilogy about Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., offers 
cause for both inspiration and 
concern. It reminds one of the 
power, courage and vision of 
the civil rights leader and his fol-
lowers, and it also leads one to 
wonder about the future. 

Shortly after the book’s re-
lease, Coretta Scott King passed 
away. her funeral brought 
thousands—including three past 
presidents and a sitting U.S. 
president—to atlanta to honor 
her influence through a lifetime 
of work to continue the mission 
begun by her husband. the New 
York Times observed that the 
ceremony marked the end of an 
era. I prefer to think of this as the 
start of a new era in which our 
society will learn to appreciate 
all that diversity contributes to 
the richness of our lives, particu-
larly in education. there is much 
left to be done. 

My colleague Mary Sue 
Coleman, president of the 
University of Michigan, is lead-
ing an effort to protect the ability 
of colleges and universities to 
consider race in undergraduate 
admissions in her state. those 
who seek to bar the use of race 
as a factor in college admis-
sions, as approved by the U.S. 

Supreme Court, say that major-
ity students are harmed when 
racial background is included as 
one factor among many in the 
admission process. to my mind, 
this represents a fundamental 
misunderstanding of the true 
value of diversity in educational 
institutions.  

the recruitment of faculty 
and students of color into our 
colleges and universities is not 
simply a matter of social justice 
for some, but rather an issue of 
quality for all. a growing body 
of evidence demonstrates the 
importance of diverse back-
grounds and different perspec-
tives in teaching and learning. 
We know also that young people 
learn more deeply from differ-
ence than from similarity, and as 
much from each other outside 
the classroom as we teach them 
in it. the many corporations that 
filed friend-of-the-court briefs 
to the U.S. Supreme Court in 
support of considering race in 
undergraduate admission testi-
fied to the ways in which society 
benefits from diversity.

the power of equality can be 
seen in Wheaton’s very his-
tory. the late Betty Friedan, 
who passed away just days after 
Coretta Scott King, wrote in 
The Feminine Mystique, “Who 
knows what women can be 
when they are finally free to 
become themselves.” Wheaton 
alumnae offer thousands of 
answers. the college’s graduates 
have excelled in virtually every 
field—from pioneering new 
approaches in medical care and 
serving as leaders in govern-
ment to becoming successful 
entrepreneurs and best-selling 
authors. Clearly, this college has 

helped society reap the benefits 
that come when women are free 
to apply their skills where their 
passions lead them. 

today, Wheaton has broad-
ened its focus, offering a trans-
formative education to men as 
well as women, and to recruiting 
students from a wide variety of 
backgrounds and experiences. 
the college’s success rests 
in part on its commitment to 
recruiting faculty from diverse 
backgrounds. It also has bene-
fited from strategic partnerships, 
such as our relationship with 
the Posse Foundation, which 
brings student leaders from new 
York City public schools to our 
campus. Indeed, I have had 
discussions with several major 
corporations that are interested 
in the steps the college has taken 
to become more diverse as a 
path toward institutional and 
organizational improvement. 

Meanwhile, Wheaton must 
think deeply and creatively 
about how to ensure that we 
use our diversity in ways that 
add value to our students’ 
educational experience. I like 
to describe this goal as making 
excellence inclusive, a recogni-

tion that we cannot be a truly 
excellent liberal arts institution 
unless the college community 
encompasses a broad range of 
perspectives, backgrounds and 
experiences. toward that end, 
I named a group of faculty, 
students, staff and alumnae/i last 
fall to begin an in-depth study 
of how Wheaton could achieve 
the goal of making excellence 
inclusive. the group has spent 
the first semester organizing 
itself, and is now reaching out to 
faculty, staff, students and alum-
nae/i to engage them in ongoing 
discussions on how Wheaton 
can further enhance the diversity 
of the community and benefit 
from the myriad perspectives and 
experiences of its members. 

I am under no illusions about 
the ease with which we can 
make excellence inclusive. It will 
be difficult and will include un-
comfortable moments. the ben-
efit, however, will bring us closer 
to a time where we more fully 
realize the dream envisioned by 
Dr. King and to which so many 
people—Coretta Scott King, Betty 
Friedan and many members of 
the Wheaton community—have 
dedicated their lives.  Q   

Diversity is an issue of quality for all
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It’s early in the scholarship season, but al-
ready Wheaton students and alumnae/i have 
won four major awards, including a Rhodes 
Scholarship for political science major 
alexander K. Dewar ’06.

a senior from Portland, ore., Dewar is a 
longtime student of sustainable development 
at home and abroad, and hopes to further his 
passion for conservation with advanced work 
in environmental change and management 
at oxford. In his personal statement to the 
Rhodes selection committee, Dewar wrote 
about his recent Davis Fellowship in Uganda, 
where he journeyed to teach sustainable agri-
culture and ended up founding a community 
nursery school. “as I have learned through 
the political process,” he wrote, “real change 
can only occur when it is influenced and 
decided upon by those who are affected.”

Dewar is one of 32 college students na-
tionwide to earn the honor in november, and 
the third Wheaton student since 2001 to win 
the prestigious award.

“this is exciting news for alex and for the 
college,” said President Ronald a. Crutcher. 
“his exemplary leadership, on campus and 
off, illustrates the college’s mission to prepare 
globally competent graduates. the fact that 
he is the third Wheaton student in recent 
years to win the Rhodes confirms that the 
college and our students are meeting the 
world’s challenges.”

President of Wheaton’s Student 
Government association for two years, 
Dewar, an eagle Scout, is also the recipient 
of several national awards, including the 
harry S. truman Scholarship, the Morris 
K. Udall Scholarship and membership in 
Phi Beta Kappa. he holds memberships 
in several campus organizations—College 
Democrats, WCCS radio, Model U.n., the 
environmental Club and others—and works 
both as an admission intern and a barista 
at the Lyons Den Coffee house. he has 
interned for several political and environ-
mental groups.

Wheaton is  
back on the 
Rhodes again

In summer 2005, Dewar used a Davis 
Fellowship to travel to Lwakhakha, Uganda, 
to teach sustainable agriculture with the 
Foundation for Sustainable Development, 
a nongovernmental organization (nGo). 
While living in the remote village with a host 
family, Dewar determined that rural families 
needed childcare support in order to farm 
and/or work. From Uganda, he coordinated 
a fundraising effort in the United States and 
built the village’s first nursery school.

Junior Stanley Ellicott, a double major in 
economics and Russian language and lit-
erature from avon, Maine, won a Fulbright-
hays Scholarship to fund his spring semester 
study in Russia. the award was announced 
by the U.S. Department of education in late 
november.

a Balfour and 
Presidential Scholar 
and a Dean’s List stu-
dent, ellicott spent the 
fall semester studying 
business econom-
ics in Denmark’s 
International Study 
Program. he traveled 
extensively throughout 

europe to pursue educational opportuni-
ties, including to Brussels for the european 
Union Parliament and to London to visit 
the european Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. ellicott also worked with 
Visiting assistant Professor of Russian Marina 
aptekman as a Wheaton Research Partner 
and an editor/researcher for her forthcom-
ing book (in Russian), Jewish Kabbalah, 
Mythopoetical Androgen and Adam Kadmon 
in the Texts of Nikolai Gumilev and Mikhail 
Kuzmin.

Psychology major Valerie Tobia, a 
junior from Falmouth, Mass., became the 

college’s first winner of the Benjamin a. 
Gilman International Scholarship late last 
semester. the $4,000 scholarship from the 
U.S. Department of State, the Bureau of 
educational and Cultural affairs, and the 
Institute of International education, will fund 
tobia’s spring semester study of apartheid at 
Rhodes University in South africa.

Besides being a Dean’s List student and 
the recipient of several scholarships—in-
cluding the Saxon 
Family endowed 
Scholarship, the east 
Falmouth episcopal 
Church Women’s Youth 
Scholarship and the 
henry herbert Smythe 
Scholarship—tobia 
is a head resident in 
Meadows and works as a 
Filene Center peer mentor. 

alumnus Adar Cohen ’04, whose academ-
ic and professional life has been dedicated 
to the cause of nonviolent resolution of 
conflict worldwide, was one of 12 students 
nationwide selected to receive a 2006 
George J. Mitchell Scholarship for one year 
of postgraduate study in Ireland. Cohen will 
enter the master of philosophy program in 
international peace studies at trinity College 
in Dublin next fall.

a native of Peterborough, n.h., Cohen 
has worked with leading human rights 
organizations as a trainer and organizer. 
In summer 2005 he organized “get out the 
vote” efforts in Washington, D.C., minority 
communities with america Coming together; 
at the same time, Cohen researched hu-
man-rights abuses at Guantanamo Bay and 
Iraq’s abu Ghraib prison with the Center for 
International human Rights. today he is a 
trainer with new York-based Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, teaching nonviolent conflict 
resolution in schools, congregations and 
other organizations na-
tionally. he is also the re-
cipient of a 2004 Watson 
Fellowship, a 2003 
truman Scholarship 
in public service, two 
Wheaton Fellowships, 
Phi Beta Kappa and a 
Davis Fellowship, among 
other college honors.  Q

alexander K. 
Dewar ’06

stanley ellicott ’07

Valerie tobia ’07

adar Cohen ’04
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a small group of Wheaton stu-
dents are exploring the future of 
computer intelligence while also 
studying an ancient language.

the students, who are en-
rolled in a class on the anglo-
Saxon language, receive tutoring 
from a Web-based computer 
program called King alfred, 
which tracks each user’s every 
action and points out what 
each student has mastered and 
which areas still need work. as 
the student learns, so does the 
computer, pointing out new 
gaps in each person’s language 
acquisition.

“User modeling” is the term 
Wheaton computer science pro-
fessor Lisa Michaud employs to 
describe what King alfred does. 
the concept has been applied 
in many areas, including the 

business world. Consider how 
amazon.com recommends new 
books to users based on what 
they’ve purchased, browsed 
through in the past or placed on 
a wish list. that’s user modeling, 
Michaud says.

“one of the big issues in user 
modeling these days is the goal 
of making Web searching more 
personal to you,” Michaud says. 
“this would mean having the 
computer know what interests 
you and then interpret the 
search terms you use to filter re-
sults to the types of information 
you are actually looking for.”

that’s no easy feat. anyone 
who has ever used Microsoft 
Word’s grammar checker knows 
that computers are a long way 
from actually understanding 
what we mean. the problem, 

says Michaud, is that comput-
ers depend upon artificial 
languages in which every word 
has only one meaning. natural 
languages, such as english, are 
replete with words that have 
multiple meanings, meanings 
determined by the context in 
which they are used.

“that is the problem and the 
beauty of our language,” said 
Michaud, who majored in both 
english and computer science 
as an undergraduate at Williams 
College. “We wouldn’t want our 
language to be unambiguous. 
that’s what makes it interest-
ing; that’s what makes literature 
rich. however, the ambiguity of 
natural languages creates a huge 
divide between computers and 
humans.

“You can’t really say to the 
VCR, ’hey, would you tape 
West Wing for me tonight?’” says 
Michaud. “We have to speak to 
machines in very specific terms. 
our life would be a lot easier if 
computers could do real transla-
tion.”

Michaud is very familiar with 
the problems inherent in making 
a computer understand what 
users mean, rather than what 
they say. For the better part of 
a decade, she has worked with 
her mentor, Kathleen McCoy of 
the University of Delaware, on 
a computer program designed 
to help deaf students whose 
first language is american Sign 
Language learn to write in 
english. they have been prolific; 
in fact, the pair have published 
three articles on their findings in 
three years.

Since arriving at Wheaton in 
2002, Michaud had been on 
the lookout for a new project 
to which she could apply her 

expertise in computational 
linguistics, and in which she 
could involve Wheaton under-
graduates. Professor of english 
Michael Drout had the perfect 
project. he authored an early 
version of King alfred (named 
after the Saxon monarch who 
sponsored translation of Latin 
texts into old english) with 
then-students David Dudek ’01 
and Rachel Kappelle ’01, but the 
program needed major over-
hauls.

Michaud and a student, 
Joseph Lavoine ’06, a computer 
science major and english minor 
who received an emily C. hood 
Fund for arts and Sciences 
Partnership to support his work, 
spent the summer rewriting the 
program from scratch. “We 
probably each wrote several 
thousand lines of code this sum-
mer,” she said. “and the paint 
is still drying on this project. 
there are parts of the system that 
weren’t deployed until the first 
few weeks in the semester had 
passed.”

Plans for the future of King 
alfred include “a ton of features” 
that Michaud didn’t have time 
for this year, as well as in-depth 
analyses of students’ experiences 
with the system, based on a 
survey of their perceptions about 
how it worked as well as the re-
cord of each user’s path through 
the exercises.

the project fits Michaud’s 
interests perfectly because it 
transcends traditional disci-
plines. “that’s why I’m here at 
Wheaton,” she said. “I knew that 
I wanted to be in a liberal arts 
environment. I didn’t want to be 
at a place where people would 
ask why you were interested in 
more than one subject.”  Q

Profs, students explore artificial intelligence
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Within days of settling into her Cole Chapel 
office last December, new associate Dean 
Vereene Parnell—an educator who has 
spent much of her life working between 
the social services, the academic sec-
tor and political activism—threw open 
the doors and hosted a study break for 
students deep in the throes of fall semester 
finals. Welcome to the office of Service, 
Spirituality and Social Responsibility.

Wheaton is one of the first liberal arts 
institutions in the country to initiate such 
an office, and Parnell believes it will be a 
model for colleges nationwide.

“It is a different world that we are try-
ing to help equip students to live in, and 
Wheaton is really making an effort to do so, 
especially when there are no road maps,” 
Parnell said. “I think this program is a bril-
liant way to address three different needs 
that feel so organically connected.”

the office was established to provide op-
portunities for community service that will 
enable students to integrate experiential 
and intellectual learning; to provide re-
sources for students; and faculty to explore 
the role of spirituality in making education 
a more authentic, integrative and transfor-
mational experiences and to contribute to 
Wheaton’s mission of transforming students 
into problem solvers committed to social 
and global change. While Parnell is quick 
to notice a strong student and faculty com-
mitment to service and social responsibil-
ity, she also understands the challenge in 
addressing spirituality on campus. 

“there is a common misconception 
that organized religion is associated with 
a closing of minds rather than an opening 
of minds,” Parnell explained. “We need 
to help this community understand that 
the vast majority of spiritual growth and 
organized religion is committed to the cul-
tivation of a strong values system and the 
search for truth, as is Wheaton.

“By shutting out religious dialogue, we 
are working against our commitment to 
global literacy and cultural dialogue. Most 
of the world considers their religious beliefs 
and practices to be an integral part of their 

Service, spirituality focus for new dean

identity. If we don’t train students to partake 
in passionate, compassionate and informed 
dialogue around religious issues, they are 
not going to be able to relate to the people 
they want to work with.”

With her commitment to dialogue, Parnell 
looks forward to encouraging faculty to take 
an active role in this program. “I feel that 
faculty engagement can deepen a student’s 
experience at Wheaton. Students look up 
to a really impressive faculty, and if faculty 
members can step out of their academic 
box and share their holistic journey, then 
students may be more open to allowing their 
own spiritual side to enter the classroom.” 

her goals for the program include the cre-
ation of a space where those who disagree 
with one another about politics, religion or 

spirituality can gather to engage in respect-
ful dialogue. She believes that the arts can 
play a role in her program as well and 
envisions bringing artists, musicians and 
writers to Wheaton to present a lecture-per-
formance series where they can share how 
spirituality, service and social responsibil-
ity relate to their creative process. Parnell 
hopes to assemble a team of chaplains from 
all traditions represented in this community, 
so each student, staff or faculty member will 
have access to a spiritual mentor.

Parnell earned a B.a. in theatre/religious 
studies from the University of Virginia and 
a master’s of divinity with highest honors 
from the earlham School of Religion, and 
has studied religion and society at the 
doctoral level at Drew University and the 
University of Denver. She has worked as a 
legislative assistant for Middle east peace 
initiatives, as a trainer and advocate for 
domestic violence prevention programs, as 
an environmental educator, and as a lec-
turer and activist in academia on religion, 
cultural theory and social transformation. 

“I feel like I have been training for this 
job all my life,” she added.  Q

—Stacey Hinkley

We need to help this community 

understand that the vast majority 

of spiritual growth and organized 

religion is committed to the 

cultivation of a strong values 

system and the search for truth, 

as is Wheaton.
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“Cultivate your own garden.”
So said Voltaire—and a 

group of Wheaton volunteers 
is heeding his advice. this 
spring heralds the beginning 
of a new season for Wheaton 
Community Gardeners, a staff 
organization that first took root 
on campus last year. 

With the support of 
Wheaton’s grounds depart-
ment, 10 volunteer gardeners 
devoted 45 hours last year to 
weeding, pruning and clean-
ing up the campus gardens 
and green spaces. the garden-
ers participated in Saturday 
spruce-up days together, and 
some of them “adopted” a 
favorite garden to tend on their 
own. 

the idea for the group 
germinated a couple of years 
ago, when Sheila Donahue of 
Donor Relations undertook an 
inventory of the physical fea-
tures of campus that are named 
in honor of donors and friends 

of the college. these include 
everything from buildings and 
classrooms to chandeliers and 
steps—as well as 20 gardens 
and green spaces. 

as Donahue conducted her 
inventory, she noticed that 
some of these gardens—many 
of them established by Reunion 
classes—were suffering from 
neglect. Knowing that the 
grounds department had its 
hands full with the mainte-
nance of lawns, fields and 
walkways, Donahue resolved 
to take hoe in hand. She spoke 
with Bob Campbell, director 
of Physical Plant, and soon put 
out a call for volunteers. 

“I think curb appeal is very 
important,” Donahue said, also 
noting that the memorial and 
tribute gardens are “an expres-
sion of the commitment that 
people have, and their love of 
the college. I think it’s part of 
our duty to follow their wishes, 
and continue the gardens.” 

In addition to coordinating 
the program, Donahue adopted 

Wheaton staff 
gardeners adopt 
campus green 
spaces

the edna hagedorn Mitchell ’42 
garden alongside Metcalf hall, 
where she spent hours weeding 
and mulching. (She concedes 
that, given a pile of mulch and 
a golf cart, she has a tendency 
to “get carried away.”) thanks 
to her work, the garden was in 
pristine shape last spring when 
its daffodils and azaleas burst 
into bloom. 

Donahue’s enthusiasm 
was infectious. her supervi-
sor, Jeanne Brown, pitched in 
to help with several gardens, 
and colleague Mary o’neil 
of annual Giving adopted the 
Friendship Garden near Mars 
arts and humanities. 

“I recruited my then-8-year-
old daughter, Liv, who loves the 
planting process, but definitely 
not the spring cleanup pro-
cess,” o’neil said. though she 
enjoyed spending time with 
her daughter on one wintry 
morning, o’neil said she may 
rethink her strategy this season. 
“It may be best, next time, to 
leave the spring cleaning to 

me and bring olivia into the 
project at a time that will be 
fun for her.”

also adopting a space was 
Janet Sebetes of Building 
Services. “I think the adopt-a-
garden program is great,” said 
Sebetes, who tends the area 
at the haas athletic Center 
front entrance. “It gets staff 
more invested in the campus, 
and makes for a more inviting, 
cheerful feel for staff, students 
and visitors.” 

So far, nine of the 20 campus 
gardens have been adopted, 
and Donahue hopes to recruit 
additional volunteers this sea-
son. She also plans to hold the 
group working sessions during 
after-work hours rather than on 
Saturdays, in hopes of attracting 
more participation. Donahue 
stresses that volunteers need 
not make a major commitment; 
joining in once a season is fine. 

and you don’t even need a 
green thumb—only a helping 
hand.  Q

—Hannah Benoit

Jeanne Brown of 
Donor relations and 
Mary O’Neil of annual 
Giving (with daughter 
Olivia) spruce up the 
Friendship Garden.

sheila Donahue founded the 
Wheaton Community Gardeners 
and cared for the elizabeth 
Hagedorn Mitchell ’42 Garden.
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A MiNUTE WiTH …

Nkulueko 
Phakela ’06
Wheaton’s first double major in biochem-

istry and computer science. BIO WHAT? 

Phakela hopes to earn a Ph.D. in bioin-

formatics—an emerging discipline that 

uses computer science to study biological 

questions—and eventually return to his na-

tive Lesotho. “My future findings in the lab 

will make a difference in someone’s life…. 

Perhaps I will be a teacher.” SERVICE 

LEARNING Phakela taught math and sci-

ence at the Vela School in South africa 

with several other Wheaton volunteers. 

“I grew to understand that change can 

happen, that it can come in small pack-

ages…. every time I go home, I try to help 

the high school kids with their studies.” 

IT’S ORGANIC Phakela earned an inter-

national baccalaureate from the armand 

hammer United World College in new 

Mexico before coming to Wheaton. It 

gave him a head start. “I started my fresh-

man year with organic chemistry, which 

is for sophomores, and then two under-

grad-level courses for bio. From the first 

day I came in, I’ve been taking one or two 

computer science courses every semester.” 

BRANCHING OUT he’s currently working 

with Professors Shawn McCafferty and Mark 

LeBlanc to develop software to analyze phy-

logenic trees—graphs that help evolution-

ary biologists estimate distances between 

organisms on an evolutionary tree. “It’s an 

immersion experience in interdisciplinary 

science,” LeBlanc said. “It’s not enough to 

be an expert in only one area.” Q
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Wheaton women are finding a midweek 
haven at the Marshall Multicultural Center, 
where a new evening program called 
“Women’s Wednesdays” connects students, 
faculty and staff for conversation and events 
of common interest. 

the evenings have focused on such topics 
as community building, women’s spiritual-
ity, sexual assault and choices about having 
children. 

Jennifer Sanborn, assistant director of 
academic and campus life, launched the 
program last fall in response to student in-
terest in a campus women’s center. having 
moderated a 2005 Reunion alumnae panel 
on women as leaders, Sanborn knew she 
wanted to tap alumnae as guest speakers. 
She also called upon faculty and staff, and 
partnered with the office of alumnae/i 
Relations and the Filene Center, which 
developed a monthly session called “Lives 
of Passion and Purpose,” featuring young 
alumnae. 

Rachel Bishop ’06 has enjoyed the 
programs as well as the relaxed time with 
other women. “Wednesdays are simply a 
time to come together and be ourselves,” 
said Bishop, describing herself as a so-

Women’s Wednesdays empower students

Amen Nursery School celebrates 75-year anniversary in April
Wheaton and norton will celebrate the 
75th anniversary of the elisabeth W. amen 
nursery School april 28–30 with a variety 
of events for both those who study child 
development and the community at large.

the weekend will kick off on april 28 
with the annual meeting of the Council 
of Child Development Laboratory 
administrators. During this gathering, 
Wheaton Psychology Professor Grace Baron 
will present her recent research on autism.

on Saturday, april 29, the celebration 
will continue with a half-day conference 
for area educators where Professor David 
elkind of tufts University will deliver the 
keynote address on the value of play in 
children’s lives. elkind began his teaching 

career at Wheaton College in the original 
laboratory school, where he conducted 
research using Piaget’s philosophy. the day 
will continue with breakout sessions led by 
facilitators in higher education and local 
K-12 schools who will share exemplary 
practices in the field and offer ideas and 
answer questions. 

“the conference is not about being the 
experts or having the answers, but rather is 
about raising questions, sharing experiences, 
and identifying alternatives to state man-
dated testing,” explained Marge Werner, 
director of the elisabeth W. amen nursery 
School.

on Sunday, april 30, the nursery school 
will join the Wheaton College Community 

Day celebration. Former students of the 
nursery school can visit both the original 
and present nursery school facilities.

Ruth Goold ’53, a resident of norton who 
attended the nursery School in 1934–35, 
plans to participate in the celebration. “I 
have such fond memories of nursery school. 
I remember it as a pleasant place, where 
we enjoyed the companionship of other 
children and the teachers were like moth-
ers to us,” said Goold, who hopes to see 
friends she met more than 70 years ago at 
the school. “It was a place where lifelong 
friendships developed.” 

For more information about scheduled 
activities, please visit Wheaton on the Web 
at www.wheatoncollege.edu. Q   

cially shy person. “By attending Women’s 
Wednesdays, I feel a great sense of empow-
erment as a woman…. this sense of power 
and confidence has definitely carried over 
to other aspects of my life. By the end of the 
semester I started speaking up in class more 
and tried to get more involved on campus.” 

the program has also connected women 
who were active in student groups that were 
isolated from one another. By coming togeth-
er on Women’s Wednesdays, these students 
discovered a “heightened sense of collabora-
tion,” Sanborn said. “that was a huge goal of 
ours, and I think we met that.” Q  
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President Ronald a. Crutcher announced that journalist Cokie Roberts, one of the nation’s most 
respected political correspondents and a fixture at national Public Radio and aBC news, will ad-
dress the Class of 2006 as Commencement speaker. She will be joined by honorary degree recipients 
Kathleen M. Dennehy ’76, commissioner for the Massachusetts Department of Correction; trustee 
and philanthropist Patricia higgins arnold ’66; and Professor emerita elspeth Davies Rostow of the 
University of texas.

Roberts serves as a senior news analyst for nPR, where she was the congressional correspondent 
for more than ten years. In addition to her work for nPR, Roberts is a political commentator for 
aBC news, serving as an on-air analyst for the network. She has won numerous awards, including 
the edward R. Murrow award and an emmy for her contribution to the aBC news special, “Who Is 
Ross Perot?” She is the author of the national bestsellers We Are Our Mother’s Daughters and From 
This Day Forward, as well as Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our Nation. She is a 1964 
graduate in political science of Wellesley College.  Q

Sen. Ted Kennedy receives Otis Social Justice Award
In late november, U.S. Senator 
ted Kennedy (D-Mass.) received 
the college’s otis Social Justice 
award and spoke at length 
about the responsibility of state 
and national leaders to improve 
access to education and health-

the needs of all americans.
“today more than 46 million 

americans have no health insur-
ance,” Kennedy said before 
explaining that the members 
of Congress have access to 
the best health insurance 
system in the country. “It’s 
good enough for the house of 
Representatives, good enough 
for the senators, good enough 
for this president and all of his 
cabinet, good enough for Dick 
Cheney. If it’s good enough 
for all of them, then it’s good 
enough for all the people here 
in Massachusetts and through-
out this country.”

Kennedy toured the Wheaton 
campus earlier in the day, visit-
ing the Science Center to view 
the college’s state-of-the-art 
imaging equipment. Wheaton 
President Ronald a. Crutcher 
presented Kennedy with the col-
lege’s otis Social Justice award. 
Since 1990, the college has pre-
sented this award annually to 
an individual who has enriched 
understanding of the work that 
must be done to create a just so-
ciety: promoting peace, human 
rights, economic parity and the 
protection of children. Q

Journalist Cokie Roberts to address graduates

care and to eradicate poverty 
and injustice.

“We [in Congress] have 
increased our salary eight 
times in the last nine years,” 
Kennedy told a packed Cole 
Chapel audience, “without 

an increase in the minimum 
wage. this is a women’s issue 
because the great majority of 
those receiving minimum wage 
are women. this is a children’s 
issue because a great majority 
of those women have children. 
It’s a civil rights issue, because 
many of those receiving the 
minimum wage are men and 
women of color. It’s a family 
issue, it’s a moral issue, it’s a 
fairness issue.”

Kennedy took time to remem-
ber the more than 150,000 U.S. 
troops in Iraq, and especially 
the more than 2,000 who have 
died.

“Without question the 
concern at the foremost of our 
minds this season is the war 
in Iraq,” Kennedy said. “the 
best vote I ever cast in the U.S. 
Senate was to vote not to be 
rushed into war. [our troops’] 
service under the most difficult 
of circumstances requires all of 
us to demand a policy worthy of 
their sacrifice and not to rely on 
empty slogans such as ’stay the 
course.’”

the senator also was critical 
of Congress for not implement-
ing a healthcare plan that met 
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Recent grants 
top $700K

ashlan Musante ’08 
studied the alpha helix, 
a three-dimensional pat-
tern of protein-folding, in 
Professor Bob Morris’ cell 
biology course last spring. 

the lesson proved 
useful. While conducting 
research with Morris and 
an international network 
of 300 scientists work-
ing to identify the more 
than 20,000 genes of 
the purple sea urchin, 
Strongylocentrotus purpu-
ratus, Musante recog-
nized the familiar pattern.

“We talked about the alpha helix extensive-
ly in cell biology. to see it in the amino acid 
sequence from the Dna of a real organism 
was very cool,” said the biochemistry major, 
who serves as a research assistant to Morris. 
“It was the perfect culmination of everything 
I’ve learned so far.”

Musante was one of more than 20 students 
recruited by Morris and Professors Betsey 
Dyer (biology) and Mark LeBlanc (computer 
science) to join researchers collaborating 
on annotation of the sea urchin genome. 
annotation allows scientists to identify 
each gene, the first step toward determining 
the purpose of each gene sequence in the 
animal’s development. 

the project began in november with 
a Friday night party on campus. Fueled 
by pizza, soda and homemade brownies, 
students and professors pored over protein 
sequences for the patterns that would signal 
the location of specific genes. By the end of 
their marathon session, the researchers found 
gene matches for 230 of 350 proteins, far 
more than they had hoped.

the international annotation effort in 
which Wheaton is a partner may provide 
vital clues to the evolutionary past as well as 
lead the way to future advances in medicine. 

“the embryonic development of the sea 
urchin is similar in fundamental ways to the 

Students join international 
genome research project

•	a $150,000 grant from the George I. 
Alden Trust will underwrite the transforma-
tion of two rooms in Knapton hall from 
traditional classrooms into flexible, techno-
logically enhanced learning spaces. 
•	In collaboration with Boston applied 
technologies, the college has been award-
ed two highly competitive Phase II grants 
from the U.S. Department of Energy in sup-
port of Physics Professor Xuesheng Chen’s 
optical laser ceramic materials research. 
this research aims to further improve the 
quality of new ceramic materials.
•	the Ford Foundation has awarded a 
$50,000 grant to support the arts in the City 
Program, which connects Wheaton students 
to the wider world of culture in Boston, 
Providence and beyond. 
•	the MIT Sea Grant Program awarded 
Chemistry Professor Jani Benoit nearly 
$100,000 over two years to study mono-
methyl mercury transport in marine coastal 
environments. 
•	Wheaton has won a grant of $99,500 
from the Teagle Foundation to expand the 
reach of quantitative analysis (Qa) in the 
college’s multidisciplinary curriculum. With 
the support of this grant, a Wheaton work-
ing group will propose new pedagogical 
approaches and campus-wide collabora-
tions, and will also sponsor events, guest 
speakers and math-oriented displays. 
•	the Shelby Cullom Davis Foundation 
provided a grant of $75,000 to support the 
Center for Global education and the en-
dowment of the Davis International Fellows 
Fund that provides support for stipends and 
travel expenses for overseas internships and 
research projects.
•	the E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter 
Foundation has made a grant of $25,000 
to help underwrite the costs of conserving 
57 Chinese and Japanese woodblock prints 
from the 17th to the 20th centuries that 
are an important component of Wheaton’s 
permanent collection. 
•	the Keefe Family Foundation awarded a 
grant of $10,000 to support maintenance of 
and improvements to Keefe hall. Q

development of human embryos,” Morris 
explained. “the fertilized egg of the sea 
urchin is the ultimate stem cell.” 

Complete annotation of the sea urchin 
genome may offer researchers important 
insights about how human stem cells can be 
used to develop certain types of tissue—a 
capability that promises to revolutionize 
medical care for patients with Parkinson’s 
disease, severe burns and a host of other 
ailments. 

“We already know more about the 
genetic networks in the sea urchin than just 
about any other organism,” Morris added, 
explaining that the annotation research will 
fill in vital details for scientists. an upcom-
ing issue of the journal Developmental 
Biology will be devoted to the sea urchin 
annotation effort. one of the 20 papers to 
be published in that issue will be authored 
by Morris and his student research assis-
tants. In addition, students know that their 
names will be permanently recorded as part 
of the record of the sea urchin genome. 

Kyle Judkins ’08, who volunteers as a 
research assistant to Morris, said the experi-
ence of conducting significant research 
was exhilarating in its own right. “Professor 
Morris doesn’t create projects for us,” the 
biology major said. “he brings us into his 
own research, which is such an honor.”  Q   

professor Bob Morris (center, standing) guided students and 
faculty through their study of sea urchin genes.
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Student a forte voce  
in music education
Musictionary and Musictionary Part II: Italian Musical Terms
Kirill Goncharov ’08, illustrator

When educators and authors Diana Smirnov and natalya 
Goncharova P’08 needed an illustrator to bring their children’s 
books—Musictionary and Musictionary Part II: Italian Musical 
Terms—to life, they didn’t have to look far. artist Kirill Goncharov 
’08 drew on his many interests to create an engaging cast of 
characters designed to teach youngsters the basics of music. When 
he’s not studying for a possible major in biochemistry, working as 
a resident assistant in Clark or teaching piano, the Ukraine native 
creates art for himself and publications. 

the covers of your books list three 
illustrators; which ones are yours?
Well, all the illustration ideas 
are mine. I did all the prelimi-
nary sketches for the books, and 
I created all the characters for 
the books including the “note 
people” in the second book. a 
lot of the illustrations were sim-
ply redrawn from my sketches 
and colored in by professional 
artists. For the second book, I 
had an additional step of com-
puter graphics editing. Using 
my newly learned skills with 
Photoshop, I scanned, altered, 
and tinkered with almost every 
drawing in some way.

How did you become involved in 
this project?
Well, I love art. For a long time I 
really wanted to be a computer 
animator or illustrator. When my 
mother told me about the idea 
she and her friend had, I im-
mediately offered to help them 
with the artistic aspect. those 
involved worked quickly and 
efficiently and the project was 
completed within a short time. 
My mother and Diana would 
take a musical term, instrument, 
etc., write a simplified definition 
for little kids, then work on a 
short poem or story for it. When 
they had some idea or poem, 

they would hand it to me and I 
would draw the first thing that 
came to me. Sometimes these 
ideas were not quite what they 
wanted, so I would draw and 
redraw the sketches. Most of 
the time my sketches actually 
gave Diana and my mother 
more ideas for their poems. the 
whole process was a smooth 
flow of ideas between music, 
art and poetry.

are you also a musician? 
It’s impossible not to be musi-
cally involved when you have 
a parent who teaches and per-
forms music for a living. I took 
piano lessons for seven years 
and graduated music school. 
My parents had hopes that I 
might become a world-famous 
concert pianist. however, I was, 
and still am, plagued by stage 
fright. 

Is it difficult to create illustrations 
for children?
at the time when we were 
working on the books, I was 
still young enough to know 
what children like and what 
kinds of things look interesting 
and eye-catching. You need to 
consider that a child looks first 
at the picture and takes that in 

before reading anything, so it’s 
important to entice them enough 
to make them want to find out 
what the writing is about.

Do you also work in other media in 
the arts?
I have worked in pottery, 
ceramics, oil painting, inking, 
acrylic painting, photography 
and pastels (chalk pastels and 
ceramics are my favorites). My 
art has been in several publica-
tions. In my junior year of high 
school, I won second place in 
the international art competition 
for naSa for my submission: a 
conceptual drawing of a mission 
to Mars. also, I had a short mu-
sical piece shaped like an ant, 
which sounded like a traditional 
Russian piece, published in 
Piano Explorer, a magazine ori-
ented to young children learning 
music.

Do you know yet what you’d like to 
do for a career?
I have so many different interests 
and desires that it’s kind of hard 
to see my future yet. I have been 
entertaining the ideas of being 
a college professor, doctor or 
research scientist. I guess I’ll just 
have to wait and see where my 
life goes.   Q
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Faculty
Professor of history Alex Bloom presented 
the paper, “Route 66 and the opening of the 
20th-Century american West,” at Seminario 
Route 66: La strada e l’identità americana 
Centro Studi americani in Rome in June.

Beverly Clark, professor of english, is one of 
the senior editors of the forthcoming four-
volume Encyclopedia of Children’s Literature 
from oxford University. Several current and 
former Wheaton students have contributed 
to the publication: Katie adams ’06, Luisa 
Frontino ’05, Martina Fuchs, erica hartnett 
’06, Lisa Madison ’05, Julia Pich, amanda 
thibodeau ’03 and Rachel Kapelle ’01.

assistant Professor of Geology Geoffrey 
Collins published the paper “Relative rates of 
fluvial bedrock incision on titan and earth” 
in Geophysical Research Letters 32 in 2005.

John Collins, professor of physics, published 
“Up-conversion at different sites in Pr-doped 
Y3a15o12” with Gönul Özen, Baldassare 
Di Bartolo and ottavio Forte in the Journal of 
Luminescence.

Prentice associate Professor of english 
Michael Drout co-authored “a Re-
assessment of the efficacy of anglo-Saxon 
Medicine” with Goldberg Professor of 
Biology Barbara Brennessel and Robyn 
Gravel ’04. the article appeared in Anglo-
Saxon England 34 (2005) and is the culmina-
tion of a five-year interdisciplinary english/
Biology project to test medieval remedies 
with contemporary techniques. Drout also 
published two book chapters: “towards a 
Better tolkien Criticism” in Re-Reading the 
Lord of the Rings (Continuum 2005) and 
“the Rhetorical evolution of ’Beowulf: the 
Monsters and the Critics’” in The Lord of the 
Rings, 1954-2004: Scholarship in Honor of 
Richard E. Blackwelder (Marquette University 
Press 2005).

Tommasina Gabriele, professor of Italian 
studies, published “Italian Women’s 
Journalism and Dacia Maraini” in 
Giornalismo e Letteratura (Caltanissetta-
Roma: Salvatore Sciascia editore, 2005).

henrietta Jennings Professor of French 
Edward Gallagher published “Lessons 
from a Fifteenth-Century hagiographic 
Cycle: the Case of the Martyrs’ Plays from 
Bibliothèque Sainte-Geneviève Ms 1131” in 
Neuphilologische Mitteilungen 106 (2005).

Donna Kerner, professor of anthropology, de-
livered the plenary paper, “the Cat’s Smile: 
Fieldwork and Cultural (Dis)locations in 
Postcolonial tanzania,” at the Postgraduate 

Conference, Faculty of arts, University of 
Wollongong, in november.

Faculty Fellow Pamela McIntyre has been 
cast in the sitcom “Roller Palace,” produced 
by mtvU, MSn and Boston University. 
Filming took place in late 2005 and the 
series was set to premier in early 2006 on 
mtvU, the 24-hour channel devoted entirely 
to college students.

Tommy Ratliff, associate professor of math-
ematics/computer science, was elected to 
serve as the chair of the northeastern Section 
of the Mathematical association of america 
(MMa), which includes the six new england 
states and the Canadian provinces of new 
Brunswick, newfoundland, nova Scotia and 
Prince edward Island. Ratliff’s article, “a 
Geometric approach to Voting theory for 
Mathematics Majors,” appeared in Innovative 
Approaches to Undergraduate Mathematics 
Courses beyond Calculus (Maa 2005).

Professor of Classics Joel Relihan published 
the forthcoming The Prisoner’s Philosophy: 
Life and Death in Boethius’s Consolation 
(University of notre Dame Press 2006).

Kathryn Tomasek, associate professor of 
history, published the essay “not a nervous 
Man: Gender anxiety and Women’s Rights in 
antebellum Bangor, Maine” in Of Place and 
Gender: Women in Maine History (University 
of Maine Press 2005).

associate Professor of Sociology Javier 
Treviño wrote the “Introduction” to the re-
publication of hans Kelsen’s General Theory 
of Law and State (transaction Publishers 
2005) and published the entries for 
“Cesare Beccaria,” “Jeremy Bentham” and 
“Prohibition” in Encyclopedia of Criminology 
(Routledge 2005).

Alumnae/i
Chris Benedetto ’01 published “a Warning 
to all others: the Story of the First 
executions in new hampshire’s history” 
in the holiday 2005 issue of New England 
Ancestors magazine, published by the new 
england historic Genealogical Society. 
Benedetto wrote about the last days of two 
women in Portsmouth who were executed 
for infanticide in 1739. 

Robert a. and Sharon Martin Boudreau ’75 
published Passive Micro-optical Alignment 
Methods, an introduction to the passive 
alignment methods with examples, refer-
ences and critiques. 

Louise “Lucy” Knight ’71 published Citizen: 
Jane Addams and the Struggle for Democracy, 
a masterful biography that reveals addams’ 
early development as a political activist and 
social philosopher in lively detail and with 
deep appreciation for motive and character. 

Poet and children’s author Gardner McFall 
’74 wrote the introduction and notes to the 
Barnes and noble Classics’ edition of The 
Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame, 
published in 2005.

Mary McHugh ’50 helps us feel good about 
our aversion to housework in Clean This! 
300 Reasons to Stop Cleaning, published by 
andrews McMeel Publishing in February.

Knoxville, tenn., native Daniel Miller ’01 
returned to his roots for inspiration in 
Southbound, his debut CD. Released in 2005, 
the collection of “songs about home” can be 
sampled at www.danielmilleronline.com.

In Vital Signs: Perspectives on the Health of 
American Campaigning, Candice J. Nelson 
’71 and David Dulio analyze the 2004 Bush 
and Kerry campaigns and use them as the 
springboard for a broader exploration of 
the current U.S. campaign system and its 
strengths and weaknesses. 

Tamar Palandjian ’05 wrote about her experi-
ences in armenia for the human Rights in 
armenia Web site. She is spending the year 
in armenia studying youth and democracy 
on a Fulbright scholarship. the article can be 
found at www.hra.am.

Jane Scovell ’56 co-
authored Love Always, 
Petra with Petra 
nemcova, a well-
known model who was 
seriously injured in the 
2004 tsunami. the text 
describes her journey 
from her physical reha-
bilitation to confronting 
the pain of losing the love of her life to her 
efforts to help with thailand relief efforts. 

the sculpture of Fotini Vurgaropu ’83 was 
featured recently in “Salvage: Putting It 
together,” a mixed-media exhibition showing 
at the Gloria Kennedy Gallery in Manhattan. 

Staff
Hannah Benoit, associate director of commu-
nications, and the Mudville Madrigal Singers 
released a self-titled CD of choral music in 
December. It can be sampled at www.mudvil-
lemadrigalsingers.blogspot.com.   Q
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Four nCaa tournament ap-
pearances, a combined seven 
neWMaC regular season and 
tournament championships, a 
48-game conference unbeaten 
streak and four national team 
academic awards—it’s been a 
pretty good run for seniors Katie 
hall, teresa LeBel, emily Lipsky 
and Kate Miller.

Under the leadership of head 
soccer coach Luis Reis, the 
quartet have achieved in four 
years what most programs hope 
to do in a lifetime. Boasting 
the most wins (86) and highest 
winning percentage (.880) of 
any Division III women’s soc-
cer team from 2002 to 2005, 
Wheaton was one of just two 
teams to qualify for the nCaa 
elite eight during the 2002, 
2003 and 2004 seasons and one 
of only five squads to reach the 
Sweet Sixteen in each of the last 
four campaigns.

“our players take incredible 
pride in wearing the Wheaton 
uniform; they love playing at 
Mirrione Stadium, they focus 
on doing well in the neWMaC, 

and they 
have great 
aspirations 
in qualifying 
for the nCaa 
tournament,” 
Reis explained. 
“this is due 

largely in part to the graduated 
players who discuss the impor-
tance of these components. It 
becomes contagious.”

those elements of success 
were attained by Wheaton’s 
four seniors, who showcased 
that accomplishment by helping 
the Lyons to an 86-10-4 career 
record, including an outstand-
ing 49-2-2 mark at home. In 

addition to never losing in the 
neWMaC, going 45-0-3, they 
played a prominent role in the 
team’s first nCaa tournament 
Final Four appearance in 2004.

“We definitely have a good 
home-field advantage,” LeBel 
said. “We have loyal fans—our 
parents, friends and past play-
ers—who are always there to 
support us. We’ve put so much 
in on that field. We know there 
are past players who wish they 
were still playing, and we are 
wearing our uniforms for them 
and each other. there is definite-
ly a lot of pride on that field.”

each of Wheaton’s seniors 
contributed significantly to the 
rise of the program. LeBel, who 
earned all-america, all-new 
england and all-neWMaC hon-

ors as a senior, 
joined Miller 
as the team’s 
co-captains, 
combining for 
17 points and 
only miss-
ing one game 

between the two of them. hall 
added a game-winning goal 
and seven points in 12 starts, 
while Lipsky, who is a three-
time neWMaC academic 
all-Conference recipient, didn’t 
allow a goal in seven appear-
ances as Wheaton’s goalie. 
aside from the accolades, these 
four had great chemistry and 
enjoyed a common bond with 
one another.

“We have a really close team 
both on and off the field,” LeBel 

said. “I have 
made several 
friends through 
soccer and 
I know that 
many other 
players have 

done the same. 
this makes us connect better on 
the field. It also helps that we’re 
working toward the same goal. 
We’re all serious about soccer 
and would rather sacrifice our 
weekend nights to do well as a 
team on the field.”

“they truly care for each 

4x4: Seniors propel soccer through record seasons

other,” added Reis. “the play-
ers develop a bond, a strong 
relationship when they arrive as 
freshmen and it carries through. 
through the ups and downs of 
academics, sports, college life 
and personal life, they are there 
for each other in supporting 
roles. It is very powerful.”

arriving on campus in fall 
2002, Wheaton’s four current se-
niors entered the preseason with 
undefined roles as freshmen. 
Four years later they have firmly 
cemented a lasting impression 
that is instilled in the current 
players, a legacy that is certain 
to carry on for quite some time.

“Coming in 
freshman year 
you never know 
what to expect,” 
LeBel said. “even 
year to year you 
don’t know how 
the team will 

change. So for us to have a good 
team all four years was more 
than anyone could ask for.”   Q

—Scott Dietz 

Katie Hall

Kate Miller
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Field hockey
the Lyons posted an 8-12 overall 
mark while going 3-5 in the 
neWMaC, as eight losses came 
by a lone goal. Lyndsie Ryalls ’08 
recorded 10 goals and 22 points, 
and her single-season goal total 
tied for third in program history 
while she placed seventh in 
points. Alisa Ardito ’09 provided 
a spark with eight goals and 19 
points, while Elizabeth Rowland 
’06 tallied seven markers and 17 
points. In just nine starts, Mary 
Catherine Boll ’07 became the 
fourth Wheaton netminder to 
notch five shutouts. Rowland and 
Sara Dimick ’08 were named to 
the nFhCa all-new england 
and neWMaC all-Conference 
second teams.

Men’s soccer
the Blue and White ended the 
season 13-5-2 overall and 5-0-1 
in the neWMaC, and Wheaton’s 
defense propelled the Lyons to 
their fifth neWMaC regular-
season title, fifth postseason 

conference crown and fifth 
nCaa tournament appear-
ance in six seasons. Defender 
James Greenslit ’06 was named 
neWMaC Player of the Year 
for the second straight fall, 
while Dan Lane ’09 earned 
Rookie-of-the-Year honors after 
placing second in the league 
with 13 goals, the most ever 
among Wheaton freshmen. he 
also posted five game-winning 
tallies and played a hand in 16 
of the Lyons’ 35 goals. Greenslit 
and Lane drew neWMaC all-
Conference first-team accolades, 
while goalkeeper Matt Pachniuk 
’07 and Trevor Cote ’08 were 
named to the neWMaC all-
Conference second team.

Women’s soccer
Wheaton’s run of neWMaC suc-
cess continued, and the Lyons 
advanced to their fourth straight 
nCaa tournament Sweet 16 
appearance before finishing the 
season ranked 14th in the na-
tion with an 18-5-2 record and 
8-0-1 mark in the conference. 
By going unbeaten in its last 
64 games against league foes, 
Wheaton has the third-longest 

conference undefeated streak in 
nCaa soccer history. During the 
fall, the team notched its seventh 
consecutive neWMaC regular-
season title and seventh straight 
conference championship game. 
after leading the league with 
17 goals and 44 points, Lauren 
Konopka ’08 garnered neWMaC 
Player-of-the-Year honors and is 
now seventh in program history 
with 29 career goals and 75 
points. Konopka joined Teresa 
LeBel ’06 and Jenna Rabesa ’08 
on the all-conference first team, 
and Ashley Furr ’08 and Jenna 
Stiegler ’08 were named to the 
second team. 

Women’s tennis
Wheaton went 7-6 overall, 4-3 
in the neWMaC and drew the 
fourth seed in the conference 
tournament. Briana Jackson 
’08 posted a 9-6 singles mark, 
including a perfect 5-0 standing 
at number five, while Mallory 
Farmer ’09 had a team-best 7-3 
record in doubles play. 

Women’s volleyball
Under first-year coach Kelli 
Myers, the Lyons finished 12-21 
overall and 4-5 in the neWMaC. 
Marriah Vengroff ’06 led the 
team in hitting percentage, kills 
and blocks, and appeared in the 
neWVa Senior all-Star Classic. 
During the fall, Vengroff was one 
of only three neWMaC players 
to be among the league’s top 
10 in hitting percentage, kills 
per game and blocks per game. 
Elizabeth Reagh ’06 paced the 
Lyons in digs and completed her 
career fifth in program history 
with 1,379 digs and ninth with 
762 kills. Alexis Liesman ’07 
became just the fourth Lyon to 
record 1,000 assists in a season.

M/W cross-country
Megan Brousseau ’08 garnered 
her second neWMaC all-

all times eastern; schedules are  
tentative. For updates and results, visit 
www.wheatoncollege.edu/athletics.

Baseball
Home games at Sidell Stadium
March 25 Babson noon
March 31 endicott 3 p.m.
april 2 S. Maine 1 p.m.
april 4 Suffolk 3:30 p.m.
april 8 WPI noon
april 12 Bridgewater State 4 p.m.
april 13 Worcester State 3:30 p.m.
april 18 MIt 3:30 p.m.
april 20 Coast Guard 3:30 p.m.
april 22 Brandeis 1 p.m.

Men’s Lacrosse
Home games at Elms Field
March 25 W. new england 1 p.m.
March 28 Plymouth State 4 p.m.
april 5  MIt 4 p.m.
april 19 Babson 4 p.m.
april 26 Clark 4 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse
Home games at Keefe Field
March 29 Bowdoin 4:15 p.m.
april 1 Mount holyoke 1 p.m.
april 13 Wesleyan 4:15 p.m.
april 18 Babson 4:30 p.m.
april 22 MIt 1 p.m.

softball
Home games (doubleheaders)  
at Clark Field
March 28 R.I. College 2 p.m.
april 8 WPI  noon
april 8 tufts/W. Conn. St. 11 a.m.
april 14 Coast Guard 3 p.m.
april 18 Framingham St. 3:30 p.m.
april 21 Wellesley 3:30 p.m.

Men’s tennis
Home matches at Clark Courts
March 28 Bowdoin 4 p.m.
april 1 Clark 1 p.m.
april 7 nYU 3 p.m.
april 8 Coast Guard 1 p.m.

track and Field
No home meets scheduled.

Conference accolade as the 
runner-up at the conference 
meet, where she helped the 
Lyon women to a second-place 
finish. Brousseau improved upon 
her 2004 showing by seven 
placements and was followed 
by Amanda Rawson ’09, Lily 
Calderwood ’09 and Kendra 
Leith ’06, who finished within 
three seconds of each other in 
the 18th, 19th and 20th spots, 
respectively. In the men’s confer-
ence race, Pat Benson ’08 and 
Matt Peirce ’07 each broke the 
28-minute mark as the Lyons 
came in seventh.  Q

sPORTs

NeWMaC player of the 
Year James Greenslit ’06
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1
Marcella Calabi | the soprano per-
forms German Lieder from Mozart, 
haydn, Schubert and others. Cole 
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.

2
Ruby Lecture: Percival Everett | 
everett is the author of 12 novels, 
two collections of short fiction and 
a children’s book. holman Room, 
Mary Lyon hall, 7:30 p.m.

Prints in Relief | Woodcuts by Dong 
Jiansheng and Zhang Minjie, exhib-
ited in Weil Gallery through april 
7. an opening lecture and reception 
will be held on March 2, ellison 
Lecture, Watson Fine arts, 7 p.m.

Vanishing Landscape | Paintings by 
Jessie Pollock, exhibited in beard 
Gallery through april 7. an opening 
reception is planned for March 2, 
7 p.m., Beard Gallery, Watson Fine 
arts.

8
Loser Concert: Robert Honeysucker 
| the baritone has performed with 
the Boston Symphony, the opera 
Company of Boston and the Boston 
Lyric opera. tickets are required 
but free; call (508) 286-3515. Cole 
Chapel, 8 p.m. 

13–17
Spring Break

21
William A. MacPherson | the 
organist and faculty member cel-
ebrates J. S. Bach’s 321st birthday. 
Cole Chapel, 7:30 p.m.

23
Alex Alvear and Mango Blue | a 
hybrid of influences from R&B, jazz, 
funk and Caribbean music. Balfour-
hood atrium, 9 p.m.

24
Zarina Irkaeva and Friends | the 
cellist performs music by Shaporin 
and a new composition by assistant 
Professor of Music ahmed Madkour. 
a pre-concert lecture starts at 7 p.m. 
Woolley Room, 7:30 p.m. 

28
Creci Solo con el Amor de mi 
Madre | I Grew Up Only with My 
Mother’s Love by Fortaleza de la 
Mujer Maya confronts challeng-
ing social issues where women of 
color have to deal with conditions 
of oppression, poverty and lack 
of social participation. In Spanish 
with translation into english. Cole 
Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

30
Bob Hicok | the poet is the author of 
Animal Soul, a finalist for the national 
Book Critics Circle award for Poetry, 
and The Legend of Light, which won 
the 1995 Felix Pollak Prize in Poetry. 
May Room, 7 p.m.

30–April 1
Crimes of the Heart | Katie Lieby 
’06 directs Beth henley’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning drama. Call (508) 286-
3575 for tickets. Kresge experimental 
theatre, 7:30 p.m.

31
Broadwood Piano Recital | observe 
the 250th anniversary of Mozart and 
haydn’s birth with a performance 
of their music played on Wheaton’s 
authentic 1821 Broadwood piano. 
Wallace Library archives, 4 p.m.

APRil 

7
Celia Malheiros | the Brazilian vocal-
ist performs. Cole Chapel, 7:30 p.m.

9
Sara Michale Smith ’90 | With Music 
Professor ann Sears, the vocalist per-
forms works by Mozart, Weber and 
adam. Cole Chapel, 2 p.m.

13–15 
The Cripple of Inishmaan | Professor 
David Fox directs Martin McDonagh’s 
comic tale. also runs april 20–22. 
tickets are $10 general, $5 students/
seniors; call (508) 286-3575. Weber 
theatre, 7:30 p.m. 

14
Jazz Band | the ensemble, led 
by director Rick Britto, performs 
the music of thelonious Monk in 
an intimate dinner club setting. 
emerson Dining hall, 5:30 p.m.

19
Senior Studio Art Majors 
Exhibition | Runs through May 5; 
opening reception on april 19, 7 
p.m. Beard and Weil galleries.

21
Academic Festival | Campuswide 
events, recitals and presentations.

21
An Evening with Christo and 
Jeanne-Claude | the acclaimed 
environmental artists discuss past 
and current works. a reception 
and book-signing will follow the 
lecture. tickets are complimentary 
but must be reserved; call (508) 
286-3380. Cole Chapel, 7 p.m. 

26
Tropp Lecture: Yvonne Haddad 
| the professor will discuss 
’’Women in the Muslim World.’’ 
holman Room, Mary Lyon hall, 
7:30 p.m.

26
Student Recitals | Woolley Room, 
Mary Lyon hall, 5 p.m.

27
Ruby Lecture: Adrienne Rich | 
one of america’s most distin-
guished poets, Rich is the author 
of more than 15 volumes of poetry 

and four books of nonfiction prose. 
holman Room, Mary Lyon hall, 
7:30 p.m.

28–30
Spring Weekend | Campuswide 
events, including Community Day 
on Sunday.

28
Southeastern Massachusetts Wind 
Symphony | earl Raney conducts a 
program of Strauss, Sousa, Reed and 
the Willson Suite, featuring eupho-
nium soloist Stephen Jean. tickets at 
the door are $5 general, $4 students/
seniors, $10 families of four or more. 
Weber theatre, 7:30 p.m.

30
Mozart’s Requiem | Under the direc-
tion of assistant Professor of Music 
tim harbold, the Wheaton Chorale 
and Chamber Singers and others 
present Mozart’s most famous choral 
work. tickets at the door are $10. 
Cole Chapel, 7:30 p.m.

MAy 

3
World Music Ensemble | the 
ensemble performs Brazilian, Irish, 
Scottish and bluegrass music under 
the direction of Instructor of Music 
Sheila Falls-Keohane. Balfour-hood 
atrium, 7:30 p.m.

4
Honors Convocation | Cole Chapel.

5–6
Senior Theatre Ensemble 
Experiments | theatre arts majors 
and minors present a collaborative 
production under the supervision 
of assistant Professor of theatre 
Stephanie Burlington. Weber 
theatre, 7:30 p.m. 

7
Great Woods Chamber Orchestra 
| a concert, under the direction 
of earl Raney, features works by 
Mendelssohn and Bruch and a solo 
by Boston Symphony orchestra vio-
linist Victor Romanul. tickets at the 
door are $10 general, $5 students/
seniors, $15 families of four or more. 
Weber theatre, 7:30 p.m.

19–21
Commencement/Reunion | events 
across campus. Commencement on 
May 20, Dimple, 10 a.m.  Q

all programs and events are subject to 
change; visit www.wheatoncollege.edu  
for the latest listings.

March 9 | Benjamin Bagby’s Beowulf | With voice and lyre, Benjamin 
Bagby transforms himself into a scop to retell a portion of the epic poem. 
the New York Times says Bagby “comes as close to holding hundreds of 
people in a spell as ever a man has...When he has finished, you leave 
with the overwhelming impression that you know the anonymous poet 
who created Beowulf more than a dozen centuries ago.” Bagby is co- 
founder and co-director of Sequentia, an ensemble for medieval music. 
Weber theatre, 7:30 p.m.
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Early to rise
In the Chronicle of Higher 
Education’s special november 
issue on “What Presidents 
think,” Wheaton President 
Ronald a. Crutcher was featured 
as one of several college leaders 
who make sure that family and 
personal time are built into their 
busy schedules.

“the regimen helps me 
to retain my centeredness,” 
Crutcher said of this early-morn-
ing routine of exercise and cello 
practice. “I am an even-tem-
pered person. I can maintain 
that throughout the day because 
I’ve had my morning.”

Wheaton reads
In october the attleboro Sun 
Chronicle newspaper featured 
Wheaton’s involvement in 
the america Reads Challenge 
program in attleboro schools. 
one of the first colleges in the 
nation to support the program, 
Wheaton links college students 
with local schoolchildren to tu-
tor them in reading and literacy 
skills.

“the students that participate 
love it, and their parents feel that 
it is a wonderful opportunity,” 
attleboro children’s librarian 
Krystal Brown told the paper. “I 
feel that it is a good experience 
for both the student participants 
and the Wheaton tutors.”

Rhodes lead to 
Wheaton
the news that alex Dewar ’06 
won a Rhodes Scholarship in 
november appeared in news-
papers, Web sites and televi-
sion/radio broadcasts across the 
country, from Cnn and the New 
York Times to the Oregonian in 

Dewar’s hometown of Portland, 
ore. among the more unusual 
stories was one by associated 
Press reporter Ken Maguire that 
appeared in dozens of papers 
worldwide.

“Little Wheaton College isn’t 
as big or as well known as 
the Ivy League schools, but in 
recent years it has had as many 
Rhodes Scholars as some of 
them have had,” Maguire wrote 
of Wheaton’s third Rhodes 
win. “that gives the liberal arts 
school of 1,550 students in 
norton, about 35 miles south 
of Boston, the same number 
of Rhodes Scholars during that 
time as Columbia University, 
which boasts a total enrollment 
of nearly 24,000 this year, as 
well as Dartmouth, amherst 
and Williams.”

Wheaton also made the 
national press this fall when 
the Institute for International 
education announced in 
october that Wheaton tied for 
fourth place among american 
undergraduate institutions in 
Fulbright awards won last year, 
with six students and alumni 
earning the prestigious national 
scholarships.

A novel event
the attleboro (Mass.) Sun 
Chronicle featured writer 
Lindsay Davignon ’06 in its 
coverage of national novel 
Writing Month in november. 
Davignon has completed three 
50,000-word novels (each in 
the 30 days of november) as 
a participant in the national 
writing project. according to 
the event’s organizers, only 17 
percent of participants can say 
the same.

who, along with his brother, 
co-owned Mars, the company 
responsible for such treats as 
Skittles, three Musketeers, and, 
of course, M&Ms.…In 1995, 
Wheaton began its five-year 
Campaign for Wheaton, the 
college’s most successful fund-
raiser ever, which earned more 
than $90 million. Most people 
would say it happened thanks 
to the generosity of alums 
investing back into the place 
that educated them. Whimsical 
sweet-tooth types will credit the 
blue and white M&Ms.”

Slammin’ 
campus scene
In a January Boston Globe 
article on the growth of per-
formance poetry as entertain-
ment and academic discipline, 
english professor and writer-
in-residence Sue Standing 
described the ways poetry is 
expressed on campus: “I think 
the twain are meeting more and 
more on campus, both outside 
the classroom and in the class-
room.… the academics have 
taken on some of slam’s groove 
and attitude.” Q

“I signed up for national 
novel Writing Month because I 
love writing, and this challenge 
was perfect,” Davignon told the 
paper. “not only did it have a 
firm deadline, it had a support 
group to go along with it. It was 
a great way to push myself and 
see what I could do.”

Sweet school 
eats
In an october University 
Business magazine article about 
school-branded food items, 
author Jennifer Chase esposito 
’97 gave a nod to Wheaton’s 
blue and white M&Ms.

“Sometimes, an item be-
comes synonymous with an 
institution of higher education 
entirely by accident,” esposito 
wrote. “that’s what happened 
with special blue and white 
M&Ms at Wheaton College in 
norton, Mass. ordinarily, hav-
ing a candy’s colors match that 
of your school might be more 
coincidence than special. not 
so, when an alum with the last 
name Mars is involved.

“Soon after her 1958 
Wheaton graduation, adrienne 
Bevis married John Mars, 
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Orleans

By Celeste Del Russo ’02

After surviving Hurricane Katrina, a young alumna 
wonders what’s next for the town she loves 

new 
Orleans

My

18  Wheaton Quarterly
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Orleans
new 
Orleans

My Saturday Night

Parasol’s was packed. It was the Saturday night before 

Katrina was due to make landfall and I sat at the bar 

with my husband, a few friends and a Miller Lite, eating 

the best roast beef po’boy in all of New Orleans. Gary 

looked up between bites, au jus dripping down his 

chin, and asked the bartender, “You leaving?” 

Frankie picked up the remote and changed the 
weather channel to ESPN. “Naw, man. I’m staying put.” 

I looked at my husband, shrugged, and grabbed a 
stack of napkins. Sitting next to me, Agnes was on the 
phone with her roommate, who was boarding the last 
flight from Tampa to her home city of New Orleans 
just in time for the hurricane. Around me, I recognized 
the usual crowd of Irish Channel locals: our neighbor 
Michael, a contractor who renovated our small shotgun 
a few years ago; a waiter from Le Cirque who had 
waited on us more than a few times; and the guy with 
the pompadour who loved The Clash. There was Joe, a 
middle-aged man who lived way over near Lakeview; 
we met him when he first “discovered” Parasol’s—the 
night his car broke down outside, on the corner of Third 
and Constance. Behind me, the same hardcore gam-

Gary Chapman and Celeste Del Russo, 
with Bayou, Gumbo and Gemma.
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blers were (still) stuck at the slots, 
their eyes glued to sets of cherries 
and gold bars, only breaking to 
tell Frankie that the machines had 
“taken their money.” The door opened and I recognized a few 
Tulane students entering the bar wearing bright yellow swim-
mies and snorkeling gear. 

The view from my barstool proved that the threat of Katrina 
wasn’t ruining anyone’s good time, but still, a question pervad-
ed, hanging in the air with the cigarette smoke and the music 
of Johnny Cash, Galactic and Rebirth that sounded through the 
jukebox: “You stayin’ or goin’?” And there wasn’t much time 
left. If we stayed much longer, the decision would be made for 
us. “The Big Easy ain’t the Big Easy for nuthin,” I remember a 
cab driver once telling me; I looked over the casual crowd, un-
disturbed by the forecast and more concerned with music and 
conversation. Laughter exploded when “Should I Stay or Should 
I Go Now” by The Clash came through the speakers. The guy 
with the pompadour yelled, “Hey, Frankie! Turn it up!” 

Seemed like ages ago

Three years ago my husband and I moved to New Orleans for 
graduate school; I would attend the University of New Orleans 
for my master’s degree in English, and Gary would begin his 
first year at Tulane University’s law school. We visited in May 
before our first semester to get a feel for the city and to scour 

the neighborhoods for a place to 
live. Aesthetically, the city was 
captivating. Traveling down the 
famous streetcar on St. Charles, 

I felt transported to a Southern oasis; the languorous limbs of 
the oaks, weighted down with curls of grey “Spanish Moss” 
and glimmers of Mardi Gras beads, shaded the French Creole 
mansions that lined the street. New Orleans was a surreal, 
sultry jungle with a new plant, animal and social life I was sure 
could never exist up north: palm trees, philodendron, pink 
hibiscus, and wax plants bloomed all year long in the humid 
climate, and wrought iron balconies and columns adorned the 
façades of buildings, in patterns mimicking these exotic flora. 
New Orleans was a world of Greek gods and goddesses, all 
of whom left their namesakes to the streets surrounding the 
Garden District; it was a lineage of Mardi Gras krewes and 
masquerade balls, of Kings, Queens and their loyal followers. 

Blocks away from St. Charles were neighborhoods with a 
distinct character of their own. Traditional structures—shotguns 
and camelbacks—were renovated to a code of old standards, 
and were painted in bold, unexpected color combinations that 
exhibited the vitality of an old city and the creativity of those 
who lived there. I had never known such architecture among 
the colonials of New England; here, we drove by a deep 
purple, double-shotgun with magenta shutters and pale pink 
trim; twin burnt-orange camelbacks with red doors; old cor-
ner-stores-turned-two-family homes. We joked that our plain, 
small, baby-blue shotgun with simple white trim was a good 
way to work ourselves into New Orleans style without shock-
ing our systems. Dive bars, five-star restaurants, bookstores and 
coffee shops were tucked into these residential neighborhoods, 
creating local hangouts (like Parasol’s) that were hidden, 
even, from the tourists who flocked to the surrounding Garden 
District for “moonlight” mansion tours. 

In many cases, dilapidated homes sat adjacent to half-mil-
lion-dollar Southern villas. These buildings were claimed 
condemned by the city and many were left rotting on their 
foundations, their insides consumed by a jungle wholly dif-
ferent from the exotic gardens that lined St. Charles. Roofs 
covered in moss, their insides inhabited by weeds, these homes 
represented a different side of New Orleans. We watched as 
people transformed these structures into livable homes, just 
as someone had once done to ours. This sort of reconstruc-
tion was contagious; before we knew it, our entire block was 
renovated. Even in the few days before Katrina hit, my husband 
and I were painting our front door and building a planter with 
the help of some neighborhood kids. In my mind, our small 
block on Annunciation became symbolic of the state of growth 
in New Orleans as a city. 

The culture and acquaintances we encountered around 
town were just as eclectic as the New Orleans neighborhoods. 

The Del Russo/Chapman home sustained little damage; a fallen 
tree in the backyard crushed a fence. Ph
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“Remember, this will not be  
your typical hotel stay.”
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We looked forward to daily coffee at the nearby rue de 
la course, to Tuesdays because it was the Rebirth Brass 
Band’s weekly gig at the Maple Leaf, and Fridays because 
it was gumbo day at Zara’s. I woke up early on Saturdays 
and Sundays to plan lessons or complete course work 
because Sunday nights were Captain Rick’s shifts down at 
Pirate’s Alley café, and listening to him trace his lineage 
to Pirate Lafitte (while dressed in authentic pirate garb) 
was more of a cultural experience than locking myself 
in a carrel in the library. We looked forward to nights 
in the Quarter; to people-watching in mystical Jackson 
Square, with its nightly congregation of palm and tarot 
card readers, vampires, witches, tourists, street musicians 
and drunks. 

While the feeling of moving to a new city is always in-
toxicating, I found that this feeling never wore off in New 
Orleans; the city had staying power. And although my 
husband and I had only just begun to discover the city as 
actual residents, we had acquired some characteristics of 
the New Orleanian as we perceived him. The laid-back, 
“anything goes” attitude made our Boston and New York 
friends cringe when they tried to make definite plans with 
us when we were home for semester break. We had also 
internalized a “connection” to the city (one might call it 
stubbornness) that held us in New Orleans to confront 
Katrina as she imposed on our turf. 

Sunday afternoon 

In the lobby of the Loew’s Hotel Downtown, where we 
checked in with three dogs, two cats and four people, I was 
reflecting upon the structure of my home, and how, even after 
120 hurricane seasons, it still stood secure on its pilings. My 
sense of security (which, in retrospect, I would label false) 
was high; I was surrounded by other New Orleanians—those 
who left their homes for “higher ground” and who opted for 
what local officials had coined “vertical evacuation,” a term 
I then recycled to explain our choice to remain behind to our 
frantic family and friends calling from Connecticut. Sitting 
cross-legged on the bed, cell phone glued to my ear, I didn’t 
tell them about our spectacular view of the Mississippi, or the 
teetering cranes that towered over the Harrah’s hotel construc-
tion zone just opposite our window. There was a knock on the 
door. The hotel manager entered to explain some emergency 
procedures and to collect our names and signatures. They 
would add our names to a long list of people who chose to 
wait out the storm. 

“Remember, this will not be your typical hotel stay,” she 
said, while I signed my name on the dotted line. 

Hours later, when I stood in front of the window, mouth 
gaping, watching the Mississippi run backwards—upriver—
folding in on itself in riptides, this woman’s warning reverber-

ated through my mind. The wind whipped the rain, sending 
garbage, scrap metal, palm fronds and other debris swirling 
outside our windows, clouding our vision. No longer able to 
see what was going on outside, our focus shifted to what we 
could hear; the harrowing sounds of Katrina. The panels of 
glass we were told could stand up to 150 mph winds began 
to hum and rattle, the racket so unnerving we moved into the 
hallway, and finally, when our brains registered the slow, slight 
swaying of the building itself, edging ourselves farther into the 
laundry and storage facility in the core of the building, near 
the elevator shaft, where things were more “shift” less. Our 
mattresses piled on the floor, we tried to sleep and wait out the 
storm. Others soon joined us, dragging in blankets and pillows 
to make themselves comfortable. Electricity long gone, we sat 
on the floor, distracting our minds with a game of poker by the 
light of the emergency EXIT signs. 

 It went this way until daybreak, and when it got quiet, we 
wondered if it was all over. 

Monday: “New Orleans dodged a bullet” 

I said to my friend, walking around the city Monday evening, 
taking pictures of fallen palm trees, parking lots of smashed 

Homes in Del Russo’s neighborhood experienced significant wind damage.
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cars, piles of bricks that were once facades of buildings. As we 
made our way Uptown, the car barely fit through the streets. 
We drove, weaving past downed power lines, street lamps 
and signs until we found our block, where some people had 
already begun dragging branches and debris out of the streets. 
Parasol’s was fine—save for a few shutters that were blown 
off—and it was not yet looted as I heard from later reports 
coming out of the neighborhood. Our house was fine. A tree in 
the backyard, the one that ceaselessly dropped hard, gumball-
size berries onto our terrace, had fallen over, landing on our 
fence, tearing it down. 

“That takes care of that problem,” I said, picking up a fallen 
berry and chucking it at the fallen limbs.

“Yup, it could have been a lot worse,” my friend said, 
looking around the neighborhood. Her house had been 
spared, while one directly across the street had crumbled to 
the ground as though it was made of sand—the remnants of a 
sandcastle village. 

“Let’s get back to the hotel,” Gary said, emerging from our 
house with four champagne glasses from the kitchen cabinet 
“and stay one more night.” We hopped in the car and headed 
back to Loew’s, where we celebrated the end of Katrina with a 
frosty bottle of chilled champagne. 

Tuesday afternoon

It wasn’t until late Tuesday morning when the news finally got 
to us that the levees had broken. That afternoon, the view from 
the eighth-floor conference room window proved that Katrina’s 
aftermath would be the real challenge we’d face in New 
Orleans. High-rises were on fire in the central business district. 

We were told there was no water pressure in the city to put 
these fires out, and the manager called for a full evacuation 
of the hotel, per order of city officials. Amazingly, he calm-
ly gave the room full of women, men, toddlers, newborns, 
grandmothers and grandfathers directions to Baton Rouge. 

What ensued was a mad rush to get out. With no use 
of the elevators, the stairwells were mobbed with people 
dragging coolers, suitcases, diaper bags, canned goods, 
water and animals. My Boston terriers, Bayou and Gumbo, 
refused to budge—overwhelmed by the chaos and noise. 
Gemma, my Maltese, perched on my shoulder like a parrot, 
clinging on for the descent to the lobby. My husband and 
friends followed close behind with two cats and whatever 
they could carry from our room. We didn’t know what to 
expect in Baton Rouge, so we had emptied out the mini-
bar, taking bags of Twix, crackers, bottled water and booze. 
After the mass of people cleared, I made another trip up-
stairs, my husband screaming after me, telling me not to go. 
I had packed a suitcase of personal belongings, family heir-
looms that I would never forgive myself for leaving behind. 
My heart was pounding. With every step I was thinking a 
fire would engulf the building, or that Lake Ponchartrain or 
the Mississippi would come swirling in around me. I had 
no idea what was actually going on “out” there, beyond the 
walls of the hotel. 

We fled the city with just enough time to see the water 
rising on Canal, where we had walked less than 24 hours 
before. We passed the Convention Center (not yet in the 
state of horror as in later days post-Katrina) and hopped on 
the high-rise, passing over the Mississippi heading south, the 
only way to cut north out of the city and into Baton Rouge. 

After 

My husband and I returned to Connecticut after slowly 
making our way through states I wouldn’t have been able 
to show you on a map prior to our evacuation: Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Missouri, Ohio, Illinois… The weather was mild, 
and we had a tent (as well as other camping equipment, all 
donated by the kind people of Arkansas). In retrospect, I see 
our slow flight across country as an escape from reality; we 
were trying to regroup. Should we go back to Baton Rouge? 
Kill time and road trip across America? Our camping cru-
sade served as a release from the media, from the constant 
scenes of death, hopelessness, separation and political strife 
that were flooding our city from every angle; an escape 
from the tragic scenes coming out of New Orleans that 
infiltrated television sets, Internet chat rooms, and radio 
talk shows. The only time we watched television was when 
we stayed in the occasional hotel room. Otherwise, we sat 
by the campfire, cooking baked beans and contemplating 
the severity of the situation in New Orleans, realizing how 

Tarped roofs are a common sight in Del Russo’s Garden 
District neighborhood.
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lucky we were that our story 
was not one that would ap-
pear on CNN. 

Two and a half weeks after 
Katrina, we finally found 
ourselves back in Connecticut, 
trying to focus on becoming students again. My husband 
temporarily enrolled at Yale, and I wrote my thesis, tutored 
freshman composition online, and worked on the University of 
New Orleans’ (UNO) Katrina Narrative Project. Through these 
assignments, I slowly reconnected to the university and to the 
community of New Orleans, even though I was over 1,500 
miles away. If initially I questioned the future of the university, 
I’m certain now that, as an academic community, UNO has 
never been dissolved. 

It is then that I am reminded of my own privileged stand-
point—someone who escaped unharmed, whose home 
remains standing, who had a haven to evacuate to, both liter-
ally and academically. I think often of the lives of my students, 
those I came to know well and those who were little more than 
an introduction during that first hopeful, energized week of 
the fall semester. How many of these students are left without 
homes? Where are they now, and will they come back to New 

Orleans, a city some of them 
have never left? How many 
working mothers and fathers, 
how many students who 
struggled through high school, 
how many of them would ac-

tually continue their college education? Would they return to a 
campus where FEMA trailers doubled as residence halls, where 
commuting to classes meant driving through deserted neighbor-
hoods, trying to keep focused on the road and not the water 
lines on buildings in the Lakeview neighborhood? 

My husband and I returned to New Orleans for the spring, 
when Tulane and UNO reopened. I’d like to say that our inten-
tions to stay in New Orleans after graduation do not fold because 
of Katrina, but the hurricane has certainly affected our future 
decisions. With programs being cut at many of the major univer-
sities in New Orleans, we are both applying to Ph.D. programs 
elsewhere, but we hope to return to the city permanently after 
we complete our graduate work. For now, though, Parasol’s is al-
ready packed with locals. The Mississippi is rolling the right way, 
and my husband and I have big plans for Mardi Gras. Q  

Celeste Del Russo ’02 is a graduate student at the University of 
New Orleans.

Makeshift memorials to dead and missing neighbors dot the new New Orleans landscape.

We fled the city with just enough time to 
see the water rising on Canal, where we 
had walked less than 24 hours before.
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Karen “Mal” Malme strides into 
admitting at Children’s Hospital 
in Boston looking like any other 
doctor: white lab coat, stethoscope, 
bulbous red nose and floppy shoes 
in the vicinity of size 20. Oh, and 
did I mention the chicken? There’s 
a rubber chicken in her coat 
pocket.

It doesn’t take long for “Dr. Mal 
Adjusted” and her assistant, Dr. 
Gracie—aka Nancy Quintin—to 
diagnose the situation in the wait-
ing room: low energy. The doctors 
from the CCU—Clown Care 
Unit—spring into action. 

“Has anyone in here seen a 
doctor?” booms Mal, distract-
ing everyone long enough for Dr. 
Gracie to make off with a boy’s cap. 
A small group of moms and young 
girls begins to giggle as Gracie hides 
behind a large aquarium, wearing 
the cap and pretending to be a fish. 
“She’s about this tall, red nose, big 
shoes.” 

The hide-and-seek continues for 
several more minutes, during which more clothing is pilfered and 
returned, a seemingly endless supply of bells and whistles is pulled from 
pockets, and the giggles erupt into full-blown laughs. The CCU doctors 
have not only diagnosed the problem, they’ve cured it. It’s a scene 
that plays out over and over again in wards and waiting rooms all over 
the hospital, and at times it’s difficult to determine who’s having more 
fun—the patients, the parents, the hospital staff or the clowns.

“The ricochet effect,” Malme explains. “Parents often are so happy 
to see their kids laugh that they also begin to laugh or cry. It’s very 
emotional.”

Malme has built a career on laughter. Multiple careers, really. She 
is an actor and writer and co-founder of the Boston-based theater 
group, Queer Soup. She is a performer, entertaining young and old 
at Children’s Hospital as a clown with Big Apple Circus. And she 
is an educator, using humor to facilitate discussions about sexual 
orientation and gender identity in area schools.

“I guess my core being is a comedic performer,” Malme explains. 
“The teaching has kind of come out of that experience. I enjoy just 
sharing what I know with people, and I learn so much from them in 
return.”

Comedian, educator Karen Malme ’88 finds that comedy is often the best medicine.

Comedy wasn’t Plan A. 
Although she frequently per-
formed for friends throughout high 
school in Hingham, Mass., and 
in college, Malme says she was 
“intimidated” by the theater. She 
performed where she felt comfort-
able—on the athletic field—and 
majored in political science. It 
wasn’t until well after graduation 
that Malme turned to comedy. She 
was managing a sporting goods 
store, a job she “loathed,” when 
she thought, “I just don’t want to 
end up being 55 and sitting on the 
couch watching reruns of ‘Three’s 
Company.’” She started going to 
stand-up clubs around Boston and 
took a course in stand-up in which 
she was the only female student.

“It was pretty competitive,” she 
says. “Most of the stand-up clubs 
at that time were predominantly 
male and predominantly homo-
phobic and misogynistic and it 
wasn’t really that exciting. Then 
I took improvisation classes, and 

that was like, ‘Bing! This is what I’m talking about!’”
Malme immediately went to work performing sketch comedy and 

improv and organizing comedy shows and groups. For several years 
she performed in Boston and Provincetown with Brian Jewel in the 
popular “Brian + Mal Show” until 2002, when she co-founded Queer 
Soup, “a collaboration of queer artists who cultivate new works that 
introduce, unite, and incite audiences by using laughter to smuggle 
ideas across society’s borders.” The troupe has enjoyed public and 
critical success with productions such as “Buffy the Vampire Slayer’s 
High School Reunion” and “Invasion of Pleasure Valley.” 

A comic at heart, Malme is also vocal about the very serious work 
she does in education. She speaks and performs at middle and high 
schools throughout the region to help students better understand 
lesbian/gay issues. As with her own experiences growing up, she 
uses humor to prompt discussion about the feelings of isolation, the 
stereotypes and the ignorance many kids encounter. 

“I have to use my humor to make the world better for the GLBT 
community and for kids growing up,” Malme said. “I have to do 
something to help kids know that it’s OK to be who they are, no mat-
ter what that is.”  Q

—Jayne M. Iafrate

At Children’s Hospital in Boston, Malme is a member of the Clown Care 
Unit, which keeps patients and staff in stitches.
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By Jayne M. Iafrate

Somewhere west of here—Asia, Minnesota, the Berkshires; it hardly 
matters where—a plume of smoke rises into the sky. High and thick, 
its willowy trailhead fades as upper-level winds begin to carry it east, 
far from its coal-fired power plant or manufacturing facility origins. 
Every day the remains of industry drift toward New England and settle 
quietly all around us—in Boston Harbor, on the Dimple and even in 
the vernal pools that surround the Wheaton campus. Where mercury 
ends its airborne journey, Chemistry Professor Janina Benoit picks up 
the trail.

Benoit studies how mercury interacts with life in the aquatic envi-
ronment. Specifically, she wants to know more about how monometh-
yl mercury (MMHg), the toxin formed when elemental mercury meets 
bacteria, behaves in coastal sediment organisms—benthic macro-
fauna—before it is consumed by the fish that eventually end up on our 
dinner plate. If she is able to answer some of her nagging questions 
about the cycle of MMHg in the environment, governments will be 
better able to manage coastal fisheries and to control human exposure 
to this deadly neurotoxin.

To help answer those questions, the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology Sea Grant program awarded Benoit and her research 

Bulk Density (g/cm3)

atomic number 80
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partner, Professor David H. Shull of Western Washington 
University, nearly $100,000 to collect and analyze coastal sediment 
samples during the next two years. Along with Wheaton student-
researchers, they will amplify their previous study, which revealed 
“significant production and accumulation” of MMHg in Boston 
Harbor sediments, by learning how MMHg moves through the 
benthic food web. They hope the new study will result not only in 
better policy, but also in the indentification of a sentinal species—
an aquatic canary in a coal mine—that will alert us to changes in 
mercury levels in the environment.

Benoit will spend this spring fabricating testing equipment and 
preparing her lab for the analytical work ahead. Sampling of sedi-
ments will start this summer and analysis will take place at Wheaton 
through the 2006–07 academic year. In spring 2007, the research-
ers will collect deposit-feeder digestive fluid for study the following 
summer. By February 2008, they hope to  publish their results.

“Sedimentary production is a major source of MMHg in a number 
of ecosystems,” Benoit explained, “and consumption of marine fish 
represents the primary route of human exposure.”

u u u

Mercury contamination is among America’s most persistent 
pollution problems today. Although mercury does occur naturally, 
it enters our aquatic ecosystems primarily through waste—chemi-
cal spills, discarded batteries, thermometers and thermostats, for 
example—and through the air, where it can remain for up to a year 
before falling to the earth. According to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), 48 tons of mercury are spewed from 
America’s coal-powered utility plants, and between 1,800 and 
3,700 pounds of mercury each year are deposited from the air to the 
land and water in Massachusetts alone. 

In March 2005, the U.S. government first began to regulate mer-
cury emissions. The EPA issued the Clean Air Mercury Rule, which 
seeks to reduce mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants 
by 70 percent in 2018. That wasn’t enough, according to a lawsuit 
filed two months later against the EPA by the attorneys general of  
11 states, including Massachusetts, who believe that the EPA rule 
establishing a cap-and-trade system for regulating mercury emis-
sions from power plants will delay “meaningful emission reductions 
for many years and perpetuate hot spots of local mercury deposi-
tion, posing a grave threat to the health of children.”

Mercury—the liquid metal we remember from our childhood 
thermometers—is toxic, but it becomes even more hazardous in 
its methylated form. When mercury generated from coal-powered 
plants falls from the air into bodies of water, it is converted into 
methyl mercury by bacteria in the sediment layers. These organisms 
produce MMHg, which is taken up by benthic macrofauna, which 
are in turn eaten by fish. Methyl mercury becomes more concen-
trated in the tissues of organisms as it moves up the food chain, so it 
can reach very high levels in predatory fish like tuna and swordfish.  
Then it comes to us.

Since 2000, nearly every state and the U.S. government have 

issued fish consumption advisories that inform women who may 
become pregnant, pregnant women, nursing mothers and the par-
ents of young children “how to get the positive health benefits from 
eating fish and shellfish, while minimizing their mercury exposure.” 
The danger is that methyl mercury is able to cross the blood-brain 
barrier, a membrane that normally protects the brain and the central 
nervous system from toxins. 

For fetuses, infants and children, the primary health effect of 
methyl mercury is impaired neurological development. Impacts on 
cognitive thinking, memory, attention, language, and fine motor and 
visual spatial skills have been seen in children exposed to methyl 
mercury in the womb, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC). While healthy adults are less vulnerable, the CDC has 
studied reports of methyl mercury poisoning in which victims have 
reported impairment or disturbances in peripheral vision, sensa-
tions, coordination of movements, speech, hearing and walking. 

u u u

For environmental scientists like Benoit, any contaminant is cause 
for concern and study. Her interest in science stems from a love of 
nature, a passion nurtured by her father.

“My dad was an environmental scientist long before the term 
was coined,” Benoit said. “He had a Ph.D. in zoology, but devel-
oped expertise in chemistry, limnology, ecology and natural history 
throughout his long career. He taught me (and my brothers and 
sisters) to respect and appreciate nature.”

Benoit was introduced to mercury after she completed her 
master’s degree in oceanography at the University of Connecticut. 
What appeals to her about studying mercury is that it is a global 
contaminant that requires a “big picture” viewpoint. 

“My research on mercury biogeochemistry requires me to draw 
on a broad range of scientific disciplines,” she explained. “One 
thing I love about being at Wheaton is that it allows me to move 
beyond interdisciplinarity within the science division to work across 
divisions through collaboration [Benoit is working with psychol-
ogy professor Grace Baron on a study of the relationship between 
mercury and autism.] and connected courses.”

That connectedness of disciplines extends far beyond Benoit’s 
research to that of her students. During the January break, biology 
major Lyndsey Shorey ’06 and pre-med student Hilary Macgruder 
’09 worked in the lab with Benoit to study how mercury behaves 
in the environment. Shorey looked at how carbon sources affect 
mercury methylation by bacteria, while Macgruder measured the 
levels of mercury in leaf samples she collected in one of Wheaton’s 
vernal pools last fall. She wants to know if leaves transport mercury 
from the air to vernal pool organisms.

“I think of all the things I eat, and I want to know where the mer-
cury might be,” Macgruder said.  Q

Chemtistry Professor Janina Benoit (top right, with Hilary 
Macgruder ’09) discusses data management before Macgruder 

conducts tests on vernal pool samples (bottom left). Lyndsey 
Shorey ’06 (top left) studies mercury methylation by bacteria.
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CLASS NOTES
From the ALumnAe/i ASSoCiAtion

Wheaton’s preeminence as a 
liberal arts college can best be 
illustrated through the achieve-
ments of faculty, students and 
the curriculum, with our alum-
nae/i serving as tangible proof. 
Our alums do so much with 
their lives in this world, and 
today, more than ever before, 
they are returning to Wheaton’s 
classrooms not as students or 
alumnae/i, but as educators able 
to engage with the next genera-
tion of Association members 
looking to make their own 
marks in the world.

That our alumnae/i choose 
to return to campus to share 
their experience and expertise 
isn’t all that surprising; what’s 
unique and special about their 
classroom visits is the depth 
of the shared experience. It 
isn’t only the students who are 
transformed; it’s the alumnae/i 
as well.

Illustrator Nicole Lee Tadgell 
’91 has nine children’s books 
to her credit. Each is a col-
orful and wildly engaging 
example of how one woman’s 
passions—books and draw-
ing—intersect to form a career 
in the arts. Tadgell, who will 
return to campus in March to 
speak with students in a senior 
seminar, believes that visits like 
hers help students “look ahead,” 
but there’s also a much richer 
experience.

“It brings alums full circle,” 
Tadgell explained. “It’s like 
looking over your shoulder 
into the past, and being able 
to extend a hand to the future. 
It’s about reassuring and giving 
back. Wheaton people all have 
an underlying core of strength 
that comes out sooner or later. 
I’ve seen this in all the Wheaton 
people I’ve ever known.”

This academic year alone, 

a number of alumnae have 
returned to campus as visiting 
artists and guest lecturers. Becky 
Hale ’99, a studio photographer 
at National Geographic, spoke 
with Professor Andy Howard’s 
photography students. Jennifer 
Chase Esposito ’97, a food 
writer and culinary assistant to 
chef Mary Ann Esposito P’94, 
was a guest lecturer for the 
Marshall Multicultural Center’s 
“Women’s Wednesdays” series 
(for more on this program, 
please see page 9). Christine 
Koh ’95 led Professor Tim 
Harbold’s first-year seminar 
students through her research 
into brain lesions and music 
cognition. Koh left Wheaton 
with a double major in psy-
chology and music—she is an 
accomplished violinist—and 
earned a Ph.D. from Queen’s 
University in Canada. Today 
she is conducting postgrad re-

search at Massachusetts General 
Hospital and the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and her 
Wheaton lecture helped students 
understand how passions be-
come a life’s work. The subject 
of enjoying one’s work has been 
a familiar theme.

“Don’t let the practical world 
pull you away from your pas-
sion” was the message that poet 
and professor Sandy Yannone ’86 
left with the students in Professor 
Sue Standing’s “Advanced 
Poetry Workshop” last fall. She 
speaks from experience. All 
her young life she thought she 
wanted to be a lawyer—“I set up 
a legal practice in my bedroom 
when I was 5”—and began law 
school after Wheaton. After 
she finished her first year, she 
worked as a bailiff for the late 
Judge Nancy Ann Holman ’56. 
But something, Yannone said, 
was missing. When she took 
a poetry workshop that same 
summer, she learned what. 
She left law school, earned 
an M.F.A. at Emerson College 
and a Ph.D. at the University 
of Nebraska, where she was a 
reader for Prairie Schooner, one 
of America’s most respected lit-
erary journals. Today she is the 
director of the writing program 
at Evergreen State University in 
Washington and a published 
poet.

Every year, the illustrations 
of alumnae/i engagement in 
Wheaton’s classrooms grow 
more plentiful and diverse. Our 
participation—excellence and 
leadership by example—helps 
current students know not only 
about Wheaton’s vast reach in 
the world, but also about the 
part they are destined to play 
in it.

—Monique Shire Slap ’81

Alums in the classroom—past, future meld

Christine Koh ’95 led Professor Tim Harbold’s first-year seminar students through her research into 
brain lesions and music cognition.
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Noted California artist and 
Wheaton parent Ira Bartholomy 
Hillyer gave the college an apt 
“thank you” gift last fall when 
he donated Pasadena Puddles, 
a watercolor that now resides 
in the college’s permanent col-
lection.

“By this gift I am saying 
‘thank you’ to Wheaton for 
educating my daughter and 
helping to make me as proud as 
I am of her life and her stand-
ing in her home, her workplace 
and her community,” Hillyer 
said. “Wheaton was kind and 
sharp-sighted in giving my 
daughter, Mary Hillyer ’78, a 
four-year partial scholarship. 
This scholarship was a blessing 
to her and to a father of 15 chil-
dren, and came at a time when 

I was really 
encapsulated 
in providing 
as best I could 
for the other 
14 children, 
my wife and 
myself.”

Mary Hillyer, a New 
Hampshire software engineer, 
delivered the painting to the 
college on Homecoming week-
end. Art and artifacts in the 

Artist says ‘thank you’ to college with a painting
permanent collection are dis-
played throughout the college 
and often studied by students 
and faculty.

Ira Hillyer now paints water-
color landscapes and seascapes 
primarily of California following 
an award-winning career in oils, 
pastels and other media on the 
East Coast. He has painted over 
200 watercolors in the last few 
years in Palm Springs, Laguna 
Beach, Pasadena, Woodside, 
Yosemite and San Francisco, 
and still tries to complete at 
least four new paintings per 
month at his studio or in the 
field. He has studied watercolor 
with Dottie Lynch and Robert 
Weil of the Desert Art Center 
Fine Arts Academy; Jim Burns of 
Pasadena, Calif.; Kolan Petersen 
of Hemet, Calif.; and David 
Becker of Chicago, Ill.

Hillyer is a past president of 
the Desert Art Center, Inc., of 
the Coachella Valley, a 65-artist 
co-op gallery and fine art school 
in Palm Springs. The artist is 
also a member of the Coachella 
Valley Water Color Society, Inc. 
He has multiple rotating paint-
ings on display at DLC in Palm 
Desert, The Desert Art Gallery 
in Palm Springs and at his gal-

Sharon Howard ’87 receives Ira B. Hillyer’s Pasadena Puddles from Mary F. 
Hillyer ’78. The watercolor is now a part of Wheaton’s Permanent Collection.

lery in Palm Springs.
As a new California resident 

in 1998, he started making art 
print cards of all his watercolor 
paintings. These handmade 
cards are now sold at numerous 
retail outlets (including Borders 
Books, Mosaic, Hallmark and 
others) in the Palm Springs and 
Coachella Valley area. He com-

pleted a series of 12 watercolor 
paintings of the Mission San Juan 
Capistrano, and art cards from 
that series have been sold at the 
gift shop at the mission.

Hillyer said his relaxed 
California artist’s attitude and his 
model for living is best described 
by his artistic motto: “Peace in 
Paint—Paint in Peace.”  Q  

Ira B. Hillyer

Art historians Nancy Hirschland Ramage ’63 and Ed Hirschland will lead this 
year’s art tour on a journey through the art and architecture of Portugal, Oct. 
13–22. With the Four Seasons Ritz in Lisbon as a base, the pair will high-
light Renaissance artist Hieronymus Bosch, the magnificent collections of the 
Gulbenkian Museum and Portuguese tiles, as well as Portuguese history, its con-
tributions to exploration, and its flamboyant Manueline architecture. The second 
half of the trip will feature Madeira, where the group will stay for four nights in 
the legendary Reid’s Palace Hotel—a destination in itself. In Funchal, the island’s 
main town, Ramage and Hirschland will study architecture ranging from a fine 
baroque church to a casino by Oscar Niemeyer, Brazil’s great modernist. They’ll 
also lead a tour of the island, including its volcano, and visit the local market. For 
more information, contact Ed Hirschland at Hirschland@aol.com.  Q  

Friends of Art Tour of the Unknown Treasures of Lisbon and Madeira
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CLASS NOTES

reGionAL eVentS

Patricia A. King ’63, Wheaton College 
trustee and Carmack Waterhouse Professor 
of Law, Medicine, Ethics and Public Policy 
at Georgetown Law Center, has been elected 
as the first female African American member 
of the Harvard Corporation, the university 
announced in December.

A 1969 Harvard Law School graduate who 
has served on the Georgetown faculty for 
more than three decades, King is a noted ex-
pert in legal and ethical aspects of biomedi-
cal science, with broad experience at the 
intersection of scholarship and public policy. 
Her extensive service as a nonprofit trustee 
includes her recently concluded five-year 
tenure as Wheaton’s chair of the board of 
trustees, as well as leadership roles in major 
foundations.

“Pat King’s bold and discerning leader-
ship at Wheaton—as a trustee, chair of the 
board and an active alumna—has propelled 
the college into a new era of excellence,” 
President Ronald A. Crutcher said. “We are 
fortunate to benefit from her wise counsel 
and know that Harvard gains one of the most 
intellectually adept and politically astute 
colleagues in academia with this addition to 
its Corporation.”

King said she is “deeply honored to 
have been selected to share responsibility 
for governing one of the world’s foremost 
educational institutions. The extremely dif-
ficult challenges facing the nation and the 
world over the coming decades will require 
substantial efforts and contributions by our 
institutions of higher education. Harvard, 
leading by example, can help show the way 
to developing the wisest, ablest and most 
diverse group of leaders our society has ever 
had to deploy.”

Harvard President Lawrence H. Summers 
welcomed King to the Corporation by citing 
her “wide-ranging expertise and experi-
ence” in law, ethics and science. “As a 
distinguished academic and lawyer deeply 
interested in science and ethics, and as an 
accomplished member of various boards 
and committees concerned with issues of re-
search, education, and policy, she will add a 
valuable perspective to the governance of the 
university,” Summers said. “I very much look 
forward to the opportunity to work with her.”

The seven-member Harvard Corporation, 
formally known as the President and 
Fellows of Harvard College, is Harvard’s 
executive governing board.

King joined the Georgetown law faculty 
in 1974, and has also served since 1990 
as an adjunct professor in the Department 
of Health Policy and Management of the 
Bloomberg School of Public Health at 
Johns Hopkins University. In addition, she 
holds appointments as a faculty affiliate of 
Georgetown’s Kennedy Institute of Ethics 
and as a fellow of the Hastings Center, a 
bioethics research institute. Her scholarship 
and teaching range across the fields of law, 
medicine, ethics and public policy, with a 
particular focus on ethical questions in bio-
medical science. Her recent publications 
address such topics as race and bioethics, 
ethical and policy dimensions of stem cell 
research, and the ethics of experimentation 
involving human subjects, and she is co-
author of the legal casebook Law, Science 
and Medicine.

A trustee of Wheaton College since 1989, 
she chaired Wheaton’s board from 2000 to 
2005. She is the current vice chair of the 
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, which 
focuses on healthcare issues, and she previ-
ously served as vice chair of the Russell 
Sage Foundation, a leading organization in 
social science research, where she was a 
trustee from 1981 to 1991. She is a member 

of both the American Law Institute and the 
Institute of Medicine, on whose Council she 
served from 1998 to 2001, and she is a past 
member of the advisory committee to the 
director of the National Institutes of Health 
(1990-94).

Early in her career, King was a lawyer 
in the federal government, serving as 
special assistant to the chair of the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission 
(1969–71), deputy director of the Office of 
Civil Rights of the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare (1971–74), and 
deputy assistant attorney general in the 
Civil Division of the Department of Justice 
(1980–81).

King and her husband, Roger Wilkins, the 
Clarence J. Robinson Professor of History 
and American Culture at George Mason 
University, have a daughter, Elizabeth, and 
live in Washington, D.C.

King will officially take up her duties in 
May. She will succeed Conrad K. Harper, 
who stepped down from the Corporation 
last summer.  Q  

Patricia King ’63 to join Harvard Corporation

Hartford, Conn. | March 2
Hartford Stage performance of A Raisin in the Sun, 
with reception/lecture prior by Professor of Theatre 
Stephanie Burlington ’97, 5:30 p.m.

Lexington-Winchester, Mass. | March 29
The Lexington-Winchester Club hosts the 37th Annual 
Winetasting for Scholarship at Mahoney’s Rocky 
Ledge Farm in Winchester, 6:30–8:30 p.m.

Philadelphia | March 29 
“Intersections” with President Ronald A. Crutcher 
and Professor of English Paula Krebs and Professor 
of Biology John Kricher at the Union League of 
Philadelphia, 6–9 p.m.

New York | March 30
“Intersections” with President Ronald A. Crutcher and 
Professors Alex Bloom (history), Josh Stenger (English/
film studies) and Barbara Darling-Smith (religion) at 
the St. Regis Hotel, 2 East 55th Street, 6–9 p.m.

Hartford, Conn. | April 6
Retro Cocktail Party at the home of Matt Schumacher 
’98 and Jackie Bonds Schumacher ’00.

Beaufort, S.C. | April 23
A reception with President Ronald A. Crutcher and a 
performance by the Klemperer Trio at the University 
of South Carolina, Beaufort.

For the latest events calendar, please visit the Alumnae/i 
Association on the Web at www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum/
association/events.html.
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California
Los Angeles
Nora Hassan ’96
norahassan@yahoo.com

Adam Bart ’96
abart@usc.edu
Club coordinators

Drew Krepelka ’00
drew_krepelka@capgroup.com
Filene Center liaison
San Diego
Lee Davis-Allred ’94
leeda@hotmail.com 
Filene Center liaison
San Francisco/Bay Area
Catherine Malone Habas ’93
Filene Center liaison

Colorado
Denver
Jeniffer Hargroves Cox ’00 
jhargroves@wheatoncollege.net 
Regional contact, APAC regional chair

Connecticut
Fairfield County
Louise Seeber ’92
ltseeber@optonline.net
Club coordinator

Kathryn Amarante Sollmann ’80
ksollmann@womenatworknetwork.com
Filene Center liaison

Elizabeth Glotzer Lebo ’86 
LizLebo@hotmail.com
APAC regional chair
Hartford

Dennis Meehan ’00
meehandennis@yahoo.com
Regional contacts
New Haven/East Shore
Deb Roselli Kelly ’86
saranjosh@sbcglobal.net
Club coordinator/regional chair,
Alumnae/i Board of Directors
Waterbury and Litchfield County
Sarah Lauriat ’94
APAC regional chair

Delaware
Elisabeth Schlosser Brodt ’84
ebfleurdelisevents@comcast.net
Regional contact

Florida
Miami
Jennifer Richards Gibbs ’86
jgibbs@sflawish.org 
Regional contact, Filene Center liaison, 
APAC regional chair
Central Florida
Sharon McNeely ’98
sharon_mcneely@hotmail.com 
Regional contact

Georgia
Atlanta
Deby Glidden ’68
dglidden@cumberlandcapital.com 
Club coordinator

Please contact the Alumnae/i Relations and Annual Giving office (508) 286-8207 or alumnaei@wheatoncollege.edu for volunteer contact information.

Hawaii
Honolulu
Manya Novak Levin ’69
Regional contact

Illinois
Chicago

Elizabeth Derrico ’77
derricoe@ameritech.net
Filene Center liaison

Katye Michaud ’98
Kdm98@hotmail.com
APAC regional chair
North Shore
Nancy Jones Emrich ’72
njonese@ameritech.net
APAC regional chair

Maine
Michele Napier Whitmore ’92
mwhitmore@rmdavis.com

Susan Pye ’00
susan_pye@ml.com
Club coordinators

Pamela Marshall ’98
pmarshall@maineombudsman.org
APAC regional chair, Augusta

Jill Molinaro Silvestri ’92
jsilvestri@hebronacademy.org
Filene Center liaison
APAC regional chair, Central Maine

Maryland
Baltimore
Sally Grant Staugaitis ’91
Club coordinator

Massachusetts
Greater Boston 
Margy Bratschi ’78
mbratschi@pbl.com
Club coordinator

Susan Looney
looneysm@mellon.com
Filene Center liaison
Berkshire and Franklin Counties
Veronica Jacobson Fenton ’86
vfenton@prodigy.net
APAC regional chair
Cape Cod Club
Eileen Bergquist ’85
ebergquist@hotmail.com

Sandy Marshall ’57 
svm@gis.net
Club coordinators
Lexington-Winchester Club
Sharon DeLeskey ’95
sharon-josh@comcast.net

Andrea Tobey Jeffrey ’72
atjeffrey@aol.com
Co-club coordinators
Merrimack Valley
Heather K. Belson ’94
heatherkbelson@gmail.com
APAC regional chair
Springfield and Hampshire County
Katharine Bride Reed ’83
jreed@samnet.net
APAC regional chair

Pennsylvania
Philadelphia
Teresa Montano ’84 
Club coordinator
Pittsburgh 
Patrick Tracy ‘95
tracypj@upmc.edu 
Regional contact 
Lehigh Valley 
Sue Haberberger ’85
suehab@verizon.net 
Regional contact

Rhode Island
Kristin Sanna Ferruolo ’89 
kristin_ferruolo@brown.edu
Filene Center liaison

Tennessee
Chattanooga
Milly Rawlings ’76
Milly_rawlings@baylorschool.org
APAC regional chair

Vermont
Barbara Bentley Hooker Blodgett ’66
barbarablodgett@adelphia.net 

Mary Ward Manley ’78
manley@together.net
Club coordinators

Washington, D.C.
Tzeitel Fetter Hirni ’96
thirni@earthlink.blackberry.net
Club coordinator

Becky Hale ’99
rhale@ngs.org
Filene Center liaison

Washington
Seattle
Beth Award ’91
bethandjay@hotmail.com
Club coordinator

Deb Kreutzer Wintner ’92
Filene Center liaison

France/Belgium
Paris
Simone Burger Robin ’86
snrobin@club-internet.fr 
Regional contact

Spain
Lynne Friedman ’78
friedman99@terra.es
Regional contact

United Kingdom
Ellen McConville ’84
em4144@hotmail.com
Filene Center liaison

James Ricci ’00
riccipitt@hotmail.com

Claire Richmond ‘87
ClaireRichmond@hotmail.co.uk
Regional contact

Minnesota
Twin Cities
Arlys Greenberg Freeman ’81
aryls@brotex.com
APAC regional chair

Missouri
St. Louis
Delta Stokes ’97
deltastokes@hotmail.com

Stephany Roller Mendelsohn ’62
gmend@sbcglobal.net
Regional contacts

New Hampshire
Southeastern Region
Mary Hillyer ’78
mary.hillyer@libertymutual.com 
Club coordinator
Upper Connecticut Valley
Joan Fishman ’67
Joan.R.Fishman@Hitchcock.org
APAC regional chair

New Jersey
Princeton 
Mary Cullens Murdoch ’54 
murdoch4@aol.com
Club coordinator

Marty Chilson Akers ’64
Co-chairperson
Northern New Jersey
Melanie A. Mark ’81
mmark90436@aol.com
APAC regional chair

New Mexico
Susan Suss ’78
Susanjsuss@aol.com
Regional contact

New York
New York City
Renee Mangalo ’91
renee_mangalo@ace-ina.com
Filene Center liaison
Rochester
Mary Clute Lyon ’44
maryclyon@yahoo.com
Regional contact
Westchester County
Cheryl Palmerini ’00
cseitles@hotmail.com
National APAC chair

Ohio
Dayton/Cincinnati
Marc Relthford ’97
marc@marcusrelthford.com
Regional contact
Cleveland
Sally Chisholm ’58
Regional contact

Oregon
Josh Moss ’93
joshua.moss@intel.com
Regional contact
Portland
Patricia Mead Wall ’68
wallportco@aol.com
APAC regional chair

WheAton CLuBS, reGionAL ContACtS AnD FiLene Center LiAiSonS
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Pappas Fitness Center transformed

The Thomas Anthony Pappas Charitable Foundation awarded a grant of $202,000 to the college to 

underwrite the total renovation of the Thomas Anthony Pappas Fitness Center into a modern fitness facility. 

The renovation took place during the January break, so students returned to campus to find new flooring, 

repainting, a sound and vision system, and the installation of state-of-the-art strength, conditioning and 

aerobic fitness equipment. With major advances in technology, fitness equipment has become more 

streamlined and multifunctional to provide more efficient, user-friendly workouts. Q  
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Seeing a need and  
taking action

R u T H  N I C K E R S O N  E D D Y  ’ 4 2

Ruth Nickerson Eddy 

’42 had an active, life-

long engagement with 

nearly everyone and 

everything that crossed 

her path. When her 

hometown of Brewster 

needed her, she served 

in elected office, 

donated land to the 

Conservation Trust and 

Public Garden, helped renovate the historic library, 

and mentored young students at the Mary Louise 

and Ruth Eddy Elementary School.

When Wheaton needed her, she acted with 

equal conviction. Ruth supported Wheaton’s high-

est priorities, including the Annual Fund, and her 

generous bequest endows the Ruth Eddy ’42 Master 

Class in the Arts Fund. This fund supports visiting 

Mary Louise (left) and Ruth Nickerson Eddy wear paper crowns made for 
them by kindergarten students at the Eddy Elementary School in Brewster.

artists who teach 

classes as part of the 

Evelyn Danzig Haas 

’39 Visiting Artists 

Program (VAP). Ruth 

made this commit-

ment to the VAP in 

part because, as a 

minor in art history, 

she was delighted to 

see arts education 

opportunities at Wheaton expand. 

That legacy—to profoundly improve the intellectual 

lives of Wheaton students for generations—is one that 

Ruth imagined and made possible. 

You, too, can have a legacy. Learn more about how 

both you and Wheaton can benefit from gift planning 

by calling Director of Gift Planning Marjorie Houston  

at (508) 286-3556.
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800-896-3145 (option 2) 
www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum/giving

This is your Wheaton.
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Cardboard + Duct Tape = Boat?

It’s amazing what happens when diverse parts join forces to create something bigger. For 
example, take the Head of the Peacock; each year students from every walk of campus life 
come together to build and race boats—and have some fun in the process. Individual parts 
often look less than pondworthy, but when students join forces, they often pull off some 
nautical miracles.

Wheaton’s Annual Fund can accomplish some equally astounding feats when alumnae/i 
join forces. Your combined gifts keep Wheaton—and our enterprising students—afloat in 
every area of academic and student life. So join the crew—please fulfill your pledge or 
make your gift today. You can make your gift online at www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum.

Office of Alumnae/i Relations and Annual Giving
Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766




