
Q
U

A
R

T
E

R
L

Y

S p r i n g  2 0 0 9

Wheaton 

Dollars and
$ensibilities
Navigating the turbulent economy



2 WhEATon QUARTERLY

BETWEEN  THE LinEs
By Sandy Coleman, edIToR

LETTERs

Story stirs fond memories
thank you for the article about Bojan Jennings, 

professor emerita of chemistry. the closest I ever 

got to chemistry was working in the science 

library. (I was an english major.) It reminded 

me of Rex, the large and very smelly golden 

retriever who was, I think, Jennings’s dog. he 

was a campus mascot who slept on the steps of 

the science building and monitored the rest of 

the campus. Dog lover that I am, I several times 

lured Rex into my room in 

Cragin so I could pretend he 

was “my dog.” My roommate 

did not appreciate Rex’s dirty 

paws and odor and so out he 

went. he was a wonderful 

dog and helped make happy 

Wheaton memories.

Sally Chrystal Durand ’64 

Many sides to Jennings, all good
I had a qualitative analysis class with Dr. Bojan 

Jennings. She was a real stickler for detail, and 

rightly so. half of the class hours were spent in 

the laboratory, with Dr. J. overseeing our work 

and where the rule, never to be broken, was 

that no flask or container of any sort was to 

be on the bench without its label. Dr. J. would 

walk about taking stock, and if she found such 

an item, her arm would come down, forefinger 

the interoffice e-mail requests began arriving this fall: 
Does anyone have a desk blotter that isn’t being used?
I wonder if anyone has an extra stapler that they are willing to 

part with—nothing fancy required.
We wonder if someone out there might have a small coat rack 

that is not being used to donate to Park Hall. 

Short and sweet, the messages were full of thought about tak-
ing personal responsibility for helping to support the college’s 
overall efforts to contain costs during the country’s economic 
turbulence.

It’s clear that we’re all concerned about the economy. 
Certainly, Wheaton can afford to buy desk blotters and staplers. 
and our coats are not lying around on the floor. the college’s 
financial situation remains strong. But everyone is taking to heart 
President Ronald a. Crutcher’s call to scrutinize all nonessen-
tial spending for cost-saving potential to maintain the college’s 
financial health and to ensure our students’ access to a Wheaton 
education. every penny counts. hence, the e-mail requests.

pointing, and she would say, sternly and very 

forcefully, “What’S In that?” It would behoove 

you to know the answer, quickly, and correct 

the problem immediately. then, just when you 

felt she was cross with you, she would invite 

the class for tea in her office! What a wonderful 

lady!

Peggy Cary Smith ’48

Noteworthy section and article
I want to compliment you on your class notes 

section, which is excellent. I particularly find 

the mentions of mini-reunions so refresh-

ing. also, I read with great interest the article 

on “twisted Sisters” in the winter Quarterly 

and was moved just to see the picture of the 

sculpture. I can’t justify a trip to see it, but if 

I were within a hundred miles, I would pay a 

visit. What power the photo had. I was sorry to 

hear that the life of the work is so short, but that 

made sense when I thought about it. In several 

cultures art is made and either cast aside soon 

or allowed to decay. that is a different tradition 

than I was taught but seems valid, as all art 

decays over the years, and even stone sculpture 

survives only in part with time.

Ronald Palosaari
English professor emeritus

Augsburg College
Minneapolis, Minn.

Minding our money
In this new economy, all of us have to adjust our thinking, as well 

as our wallets. We have to be more mindful and consider “needs” 
versus “wants” so that we can continue to focus on the bottom line 
and spend our money on what is most valuable in our lives, includ-
ing being able to provide and support the best liberal arts education 
for our students. 

In this Quarterly’s cover story, Mary howard ’85 asks our alums 
in the financial industry to help us figure out what mindful steps we 
should be taking right now. We also profile amy Whitcomb Slemmer 
’86, who works to ensure health coverage for all Massachusetts 
residents, and we take a look at the work of Professor of Chemistry 
Christopher Kalberg, who is employing green chemistry in molecule 
research in a way that ultimately could lead to less expensive meth-
ods for producing pharmaceuticals. 

on a lighter note, hannah Benoit brings us up close and personal 
with dancer Kurt adametz ’08 as he returns to campus to choreo-
graph a piece for students, reminding us that we still have plenty of 
joy in our lives despite our concerns. Q
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Correction: In the winter issue of the Quarterly   
we ran a photo of women’s soccer player Jenna 
Rabesa ’08 instead of the one we meant to run of 
Melida alvarez ’11. here is alvarez.

Magazine team wins awards

We are pleased to announce that the Wheaton 

Quarterly magazine has won two silver awards 

from the Council for advancement and support of 

education (Case), sponsor of the Case District I 

Communication awards. the Quarterly won 

silver awards for Best Overall Magazine and 

Best Design. the awards recognize outstanding 

achievement in higher education, independent 

school and nonprofit communications. Case is 

the professional organization for advancement 

professionals who work at all levels in alumni 

relations, communications and development. 

District I includes the northeastern United states 

and eastern Canada. 
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CONVERGENCE
By Ronald a. CRuTCheR, PReSIdenT

this deep integration of global concerns 
within the traditional framework of lib-
eral arts study has become a hallmark of 
Wheaton, and it is winning the college a na-
tional reputation. Indeed, several years ago 
Wheaton was selected as one of 16 colleges 
and universities to participate in a national 
initiative on global education, sponsored by 
the association of american Colleges and 
Universities (aaC&U). our participation in 
that initiative signals the innovative nature 
of Wheaton’s curricular focus. 

Just a few months ago, I was invited 
to speak at a two-day higher education 
Leadership Conference hosted by the tIaa-
CReF Institute. the purpose of the gather-
ing, which included college and university 
presidents and provosts from across the 
nation, was to explore the critical role of 
higher education in strengthening world-
wide economies, building global collabora-
tions and meeting workforce needs around 
the world. I talked about Wheaton’s efforts 
to integrate global learning across the cur-
riculum. 

at the same conference, Newsweek 
International editor Fareed Zakaria delivered 

Ke
ith

 n
or

ds
tr

om

Wheaton ranked eighth in the nation 
among liberal arts colleges in 2008 in the 
production of Fulbright scholars, the sec-
ond consecutive year that our community 
made the country’s top 10. 

that achievement is a source of pride for 
several reasons. First, it testifies to the aca-
demic accomplishments, creative energy 
and hard work of our students. Second, it 
pays tribute to the effectiveness of our fac-
ulty members, who support and challenge 
young scholars to broaden their perspec-
tives. Finally, it reflects the emphasis that 
Wheaton places on a liberal arts education 
with a global focus. 

the Fulbright Scholars program aims to 
equip future leaders with the skills they 
need to thrive in an increasingly global 
environment by providing funding for one 
academic year of study, research or as-
sistant teaching abroad. Clearly, Wheaton’s 
liberal arts education shares that goal. 

In courses throughout the curriculum, 
the college’s faculty consider issues of 
race and ethnicity and their intersection 
with gender, class, sexuality, religion  
and technology in the United States and 
worldwide. this emphasis, which faculty 
members call “infusion,” is intended to 
ensure that all students engage in dis-
course about these topics regardless of 
their major. Since the program’s inception, 
numerous courses have been reworked, 
and others created, to address these perti-
nent issues. 

a keynote address 
in which he talked 
about what he 
calls “the rise of 
the rest” and what 
it will mean for 
the United States. 
he argues that ris-
ing economic and 
political power in 
many parts of the 
developing world 
has made for a complicated, multipolar, 
interconnected world far different from the 
global reality of the past 50 years. 

“the distribution of power is shifting, 
moving away from american dominance,” 
Zakaria said, drawing from his most recent 
book, The Post-American World. “that does 
not mean we are entering an anti-american 
world. But we are moving into a post-amer-
ican world, one defined and directed from 
many places and by many people.” 

to navigate this new world, truly global 
citizens will need to be comfortable with 
complexity and able to appreciate an array 
of cultural, political, religious, ethnic and 
racial perspectives. Colleges and universities 
have an important role to play in preparing 
today’s students for this new reality. 

Study abroad can be a powerful experi-
ence. Students who live, study and work 
in other countries learn much about the 
world and about themselves. Wheaton’s 
extensive offering of study abroad programs 
is important, but that alone is not sufficient. 
Students need myriad opportunities to en-
counter other perspectives in their study. the 
infusion of global viewpoints throughout the 
curriculum is vital. 

Wheaton students also gain cross-cul-
tural fluency through experiential learning. 
Students engaged in internships in Boston’s 
Brazilian community or in a service-learning 
course on the navajo reservation with 
Professor of Psychology Derek Price are 
immersing themselves in other cultures. 
educators need to see the value of all of 
these experiences. I am proud to say that 
Wheaton is leading the way. Q

Where in the world is Wheaton? 

Wheaton students work with navajo children in northern arizona.

The infusion of global 

viewpoints throughout the 

curriculum is vital.... I am 

proud to say that Wheaton 

is leading the way. 
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AROUND THE DiMPLE

even before stepping inside 
the house on howard Street 
or knowing anything about its 
residents, one can see that the 
occupants are uniquely focused. 
on a warm fall day, five young 
women sit on the sprawling lawn 
talking about the day’s lab exper-
iments, homework and politics. 

Inside, their shared excitement 
about science literally jumps 
from the walls. the periodic 
table is painted along an entire 
wall in the living room . In this 
interpretation, whimsical associ-
ations represent the elements—
ruthenium (Ru) is a brightly 
colored Rubik’s Cube, radium 
(Ra) is a rainbow. In the kitchen, 
a chemistry set complete with 
beakers, test tubes and thermom-
eters serves as décor. “You never 
know when you’ll need one!” 
says house president Christine 
Moreau ’09. 

no doubt about it. this is 
definitely the Women in Science 
house. Moreau and eight other 
students live in the six-bedroom 
home, which is one of Wheaton’s 

newest themed houses and learn-
ing communities.

themed houses serve as a 
focal point for different inter-
ests and disciplines. Students 
with common interests share a 
residence and develop programs, 
which are available to the entire 
campus and local community.

the idea for the Women 
in Science house began in a 
required psychology course. 
Students were asked to close 
their eyes and picture a scientist. 
to their surprise, all the room-
mates pictured a male. It was a 
startling realization for Moreau, 
a psychobiology major and 
women’s studies minor. She 
decided that a strong group of 
women interested in science liv-
ing and learning together would 
be a great way to challenge any 
limited view of scientists, and 
help broaden the field. 

“Wheaton College has nur-
tured a large number of female 
scientists that have paved their 
own way in their respective 
scientific fields. We feel that it is 

Albert Einstein doesn’t live here
our duty to honor the notable 
accomplishments of these 
remarkable Wheaton women 
because we plan to follow in 
their footsteps,” the students 
noted in their housing proposal. 
“We are passionate about sci-
ence; however, we realize that 
a gender and power imbalance 
exists. there is a lack of public 
recognition for significant 
achievements of women in sci-
ence, and we would like to take 
part in changing this.” 

one of the clear advantages 
of living together is their ability 
to collaborate across the sci-
ences by sharing knowledge 
and discoveries from their 
varied disciplines. “although 
the bulk of academic laurels 
rest upon individuals, the 
majority of scientific success 
rests on the shoulders of groups 
of academics working together 
toward a common goal,” said 
Moreau. “We all do research 
and take classes. Some of this 
overlaps, but we all have a 
different perspective based on 

our disciplines. Bringing those 
perspectives to the table makes 
us all better scientists.”

throughout the year, the 
group will focus on support-
ing female science students 
at Wheaton and on com-
munity outreach. they began 
their efforts by participating in 
a Boston fundraiser, Making 
Strides against Breast Cancer, 
in october. they also hosted 
an open house breakfast during 
homecoming Weekend this 
fall, which brought students and 
alumnae/i together for conversa-
tion about research opportuni-
ties and careers in science. 

Renee thompson ’10, the 
only junior among the group 
of seniors, said she hopes to 
continue the themed house 
next year. “Women are not 
always encouraged to pursue the 
science field. there are very few 
female role models for young 
scientists,” she said.

these housemates are well on 
their way to changing that. Q 

—Lisa Nelson 
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Wheaton scene 
Wondering what Wheaton 
students are up to right now? 
the answer is just a click away 
thanks to a new Web video 
series called InFocus. the seg-
ments highlight life on campus 
through the eyes of the students 
who live it every day.

the series offers prospective 
students a view of the 
Wheaton experience, 
and gives alums a way 
to reconnect, said 
Michael Graca, assistant 
vice president for com-
munications and video 
producer.

the Wheaton community and guests gathered this fall to celebrate 
the groundbreaking for the new Center for Scientific Inquiry and 
Innovation during homecoming Weekend. President Ronald a. 
Crutcher donned a hard hat and picked up a shovel to kick off the 
beginning of one of the largest building projects in the college’s 
history. he was joined by Interim Provost elita Pastra-Landis ’69, 

Professor of Mathematics tommy Ratliff, Student Government 
President austin Simko ’09, and Board of trustees members 
Deborah haigh Dluhy ’62, Debra Kent Glidden ’68 and James 
Karman P’01. after the ceremony, trustees, the campus community 
and guests gathered in the lobby of the current science center to 
celebrate with hot chocolate, apple cider and other goodies. Q 

school, Wheaton InFocus reveals 
the unique and lively student 
body that truly makes Wheaton 
one of a kind,” said Gennis.

the series came about 
because an anonymous donor 
recognized the importance of 
the visual medium in showcas-
ing Wheaton, and provided the 
college with the support needed 
to develop the videos. 

CSII: A beginning

Wheaton students also learn 
a lot as they create the vid-
eos. Four students —George 
Kunhardt ’09, ann Kwan ’09, 
elliot Mazzola ’09 and angelina 
Gennis ’10—along with inde-
pendent filmmaker tim Morse 
collaborate on the project.

“Unlike a campus tour, where 
emphasis is placed on the build-
ings and services offered by the 

 to see episodes, visit: http://www.wheatoncollege.edu/InFocus/

the first episode featured 
artist Patrick Dougherty 
working with students, staff 
and faculty to create a public 
sculpture on campus. the 
second one profiled Sarah 
Mielbye ’09 and Christopher Di 
Franco ’10 as they transitioned 
work from their summer 
internships at Be the Change, 
Inc., to Wheaton’s campus. 

For another episode, 
the team filmed one 
of the Lyons Den’s 
open mic nights, and 
talked to the students 
who work at the 
coffeehouse. Q 

—Amy Dumont ’09 ann Kwan ’09elliot Mazzola ’09angelina Gennis ’10George Kunhardt ’09

SpRing 2009 5

Keep up with the project by visiting: http://www.wheatoncollege.edu/science/CsII/
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not many people can say they have a role in the future of energy. Chemistry major Julia Dekermendjian ’09 can. as part of a 

prestigious international Research experience for Undergraduates (ReU) summer program, she worked with a research group 

on lithium-ion batteries at the technical University of Graz in austria. DrIVen: “the goal was to develop a highly efficient lith-

ium-ion battery for specific use in hybrid and electric vehicles. these lithium-ion batteries are rechargeable and are currently 

used in our cell phones and laptops, among other devices. Because lithium-ion batteries are rechargeable, they are regarded 

as a very interesting source of renewable energy, which is vitally important given high gas prices and limited oil supplies.” 

CharGeD: “I specifically focused on the role of the electrolyte—a component of the battery—and investigated the effect that 

various electrolyte additives could have on the performance of the battery. I tested a total of eight electrolyte additives that 

I then added to the standard electrolyte solution. to examine the effect that these additives had on the performance of the 

battery, I built test cells daily and hooked them up to two types of software. I spent much of the summer physically 

building these cells, which was a challenge. I had never worked in a glove box before, nor had I ever built 

such batteries. I was required to learn the correct assembly of the cells, and managed to manipu-

late small materials with large rubber gloves and tweezers because I was unable to handle 

anything with the bare glove. By the end of the summer we had found a couple 

of additives that showed promise based on their high efficiency and 

relatively stable capacity.” pOWerFUL: “I care about the environ-

ment, and I realize that most people in this world do, 

too. I enjoyed feeling like I was truly working 

toward a greater cause, even though I 

was only on the project for 

two months.” Q 

Julia Dekermendjian ’09

6 WhEATon QUARTERLY
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on campus, the orange- and 
red-tinged trees may have 
been announcing fall in new 
england, but the hot, intoxicat-
ing rhythms of a visiting steel 
drum band spoke only of fun in 
trinidad. 

the tropical music that 
instantly connected gathering 
listeners to another place came 
courtesy of Wheaton students 
and Director of World Dance/
Visiting Instructor of Music Julie 
Searles, who invited the Pamberi 
Steel orchestra of San Juan, 
trinidad, to perform on campus. 
the visit was part of an ongoing 
collaboration that has led to the 
creation of Wheaton’s very own 
steel band—the Lymin’ Lyons. 
(In trinidad, limin' is slang for 
hanging out and talking.) 

Pamberi is a community-
based band that brings together 
musicians from surrounding 
neighborhoods in San Juan. 
the group also promotes steel 
band music around the world, 
primarily by playing concerts 
and presenting workshops and 
lecture demonstrations. as part 

of a reciprocal agreement with 
the band, the college is storing 
Pamberi’s instruments for sub-
sequent tours to the northeast 
to eliminate expensive shipping 
costs. In return, the group is 
lending Wheaton the instru-
ments for the new band. 

Claire anderson ’09, a double 
major in music and environ-
mental policy, and Searles, who 
once played in a steel band, will 
lead the Lymin’ Lyons. the musi-
cians who have signed up so 
far include Mark anderson ’12, 
Cathy auGuste ’09, Rebecca 
heard ’09, nina Murray ’09, 
Jonathan Phillips ’10, tessie 
Snow ’11, Brian Race ’11, titus 
Samuel ’10, Rebecca tate ’12 
and Scott Wade ’11.

Claire anderson and Vernal 
Bailey ’09 helped Searles apply 
for funding and generated 
student interest in the new band. 
During a three-day residency 
at Wheaton, Pamberi presented 
well-attended music workshops 
and lecture demonstrations 
about trinidadian history, 
identity and nationalism.

The beat of different drums
Searles developed a connec-

tion with Pamberi through trips 
sponsored by Wheaton’s Center 
for Global education faculty-led 
January study abroad program. In 
her “Innovative Music traditions 
of trinidad and tobago” course, 
she explores the music of 
trinidad. She has longed to create 
a steel band here. 

“I’m hoping to have an 
ensemble that will reach out to 
people who have not had an op-
portunity to play music before,” 
she said. “I’m hoping to include 
students—and eventually faculty 
and staff—from a wide variety of 

intellectual disciplines, ethnic and 
cultural backgrounds who can 
come together around a dynamic 
music tradition that is inspiring 
and open to interpretation.”

anderson said that she is excit-
ed to be a part of a band that will 
play music that moved her when 
she first heard it during her trip to 
trinidad. “the sound of the steel 
drum is unlike any other instru-
ment we are familiar with here in 
the States,” she said. “When you 
put together instruments with the 
same smooth, warm tone, it cre-
ates a perfectly blended sound 
that is so beautiful.” Q 
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AROUND THE DiMPLE

“the Library of Babel,” the best-known 
short story by argentine writer Jorge Luis 
Borges, is only seven pages long. But 
Wheaton’s Professor of Mathematics 
William Goldbloom Bloch has found the 
connection between the literature and 
mathematics so fascinating that he has 
written a 193-page book about it.
 Bloch’s The 

Unimaginable 
Mathematics 
of Borges’ 
Library of 
Babel, recently 
published 
by oxford 
University 
Press, 
analyzes the 
mathematical 
ideas embed-
ded within 

the author’s story—from combinatorics to 
information theory. “the Library of Babel” 
is about a vast library comprising small, 
densely packed hexagons, much like a 
beehive. they contain an unimaginable 
number of books, which make up the 
story’s universe—a chaotic and enigmatic 
universe.

Beyond being a challenging but 
entertaining read, Bloch’s book also 
showcases the significance of Wheaton’s 
“Connections” curriculum. In fact, the 
Connections curriculum, which requires 
students to study subjects across disci-
plines, inspired Bloch to write the book. 
the first year he was teaching “the edge 
of Reason,” which connects to “Science 
Fiction,” a literature course taught by 
Professor of english Michael Drout, “the 
Library of Babel” was assigned.

“Borges [1899–1986] has been one of 
my favorite writers since the mid-1980s,” 
said Bloch. “as it turns out, he was a lover 
of math. he was not a mathematician by 
any stretch; I don’t even know if he could 
solve easy math problems! But he read and 
reread sophisticated works by the likes of 
Bertrand Russell on the philosophy and 
nature of the deep ideas and paradoxes 

of math. and those ideas and paradoxes 
emerge in his stories.

“Borges’s ‘Library of Babel’ is one story 
in particular. It embodies some ideas of 
combinatorics, which is the branch of 
mathematics that studies combinations of 
finite collections of objects.” 

the story provided a perfect platform for 
Drout to talk about literature and mean-
ing, and for Bloch to develop a lecture on 
the combinatorics in the story. at some 
point, he was telling associate Professor of 
hispanic Studies hector Medina about his 
lecture. Bloch excitedly explained that he 
had talked to students about how he had 
calculated the number of distinct books 
in “the Library of Babel,” which is an 
incomprehensibly large number: 251312000. 
During the exchange with Medina, Bloch 
realized that it would be “fun” to write a 
short paper for literary people.

the paper grew into the book. Bloch, 
who has published many papers but never 
a book until now, credits Connections for 
the inspiration. “although it’s an amaz-
ing story—a scant seven pages packed 
with iconic imagery and imbued with a 
piercing and wistful sense of humanity—I 
never dreamt I’d write a book about it. 
the project began as a short paper 
aimed at professors of literature 
who wanted to understand a facet 
of the story, and it grew and grew.”

the book is filled with intrigu-
ing illustrations, philosophic and 
literary insights, mathematical 
equations, a glossary of terms, 
and text that bares Bloch’s char-
acteristically quirky wit. It clearly 
shows his passion for math. 

“I believe that there’s a logi-
cal underpinning to the universe 
and that to understand it, I need 
to understand mathematics. For 
example, it’s philosophically in-
teresting that 2 + 2 should always 
equal 4. Math thereby partakes of a 
kind of timelessness and universal-
ity. I find it remarkable that what 
was true for Plato, euclid and 
hypatia is equally true for me and 

my students. this last aspect helps make  
mathematics a multithousand-year con-
versation, where the topic might change, 
but the words and their meanings stay the 
same. It’s easy to confuse mathematics 
with the dry mechanics of arithmetic, but 
at the college level and beyond, a math-
ematician acquires an aesthetic about the 
assemblage of ideas into logical proofs. a 
penetrating insight into the meaning of an 
idea, or the proof of a theorem, or the so-
lution of a problem is shot through with an 
almost palpable elegance. I suppose I’m 
saying that I’m a dilettante of a sort.” Q

—Sandy Coleman

Literary math

M
ic

ha
el

 G
ra

ca



SpRing 2009 9

the summer Deysi Melgar ’12 was look-
ing for a job, she never dreamed she would 
find a great one by just looking down. But 
there it was on the floor of an arts school in 
Boston: a casting call for the PBS television 
show Design Squad. 

“Why not give it a shot?” Melgar thought, 
and signed up to audition. that shot 
launched her into a national television 
series, and has made her a role model for 
youngsters.

Design Squad, which is filmed in Boston, 
is an engineering reality competition created 
to inspire ’tweens and teens to consider 
an engineering profession. Cast members 
compete on teams to design projects for real 
clients, just like real engineers. Melgar was 
featured on the 13-week second season, 
which began airing in april 2008 and can 
still be viewed at pbs.org/designsquad. a self-
proclaimed “math and science person,” she 
said that the show perfectly blended two of 
her passions—engineering and performing.

She credits her budding interest in engi-
neering to her brother, who works in an auto 
shop. he has encouraged her to consider 
pursuing engineering as a possible career. 
She first became interested in construction 
and design in high school while building 

Literary math

and designing sets for theatrical produc-
tions. her technical experience in set design 
prepared her well for the challenges she 
faced on Design Squad.

During the first episode of the unscripted 
show, Melgar and seven other cast members 
had to design children’s furniture for IKea, 
using only pieces of recycled cardboard. 
She energetically worked and helped her 
team win. they designed a table and chair 
for a girl’s bedroom. the show followed the 
cast through the entire brainstorming, build-
ing and showcasing processes. 

Melgar, who was a natural on tV, has a 
flair for performance—especially dance. 

She is a member of the salsa dance troupe  
Rumba y timbal, which travels and performs 
in the Boston area. 

In fact, the troupe was scheduled to per-
form during her callback for Design Squad. 
Luckily, the casting directors rescheduled, 
and she nailed it. 

In addition to appearing on the show, the 
Design Squad star has traveled all over the 
country to events held for young people 
interested in math and science, including 
to oregon, north Carolina, Pennsylvania 
and texas. In october, she traveled to a Girl 
Scouts conference in Indiana.

Marisa Wolsky, Design Squad executive 
producer, says that Melgar was a great fit 
for the cast: “Deysi has an amazing energy 
and spirit. She just shined on camera. as a 
Latina girl who loves to weld and work on 
engineering projects, she’s also an amazing 
role model for our viewers.”

Melgar said she enjoyed learning real-life 
applications for engineering. engineering 
is “not just about how to build a robot,” 
but can be applicable to everyday life, she 
noted. the show helped her to see herself 
entering the field one day. 

When Melgar was a little girl, she wanted 
to be a pilot. “now,” she said, “I think: Why 
don’t I just build a new plane instead?” Q

—Amy Dumont ’09 

Design star
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Professor’s art drawn from life
Don’t be afraid to make a mistake. Get past 
the fear of failure. Replace it with faith. 
that’s the way Professor of art Claudia R. 
Fieo approaches art as well as life. “even 
if I fail,” she said, “I must continue to act. 
action is part of healing.”

 Arc of Intent: Claudia R. Fieo, Selected 
Works, 1988–2008, which was on exhibi-
tion in the Beard and Weil Galleries in the 
fall, reflected her faith in creating art as well 
as traced the arc of her life. It also marked 
Fieo’s 11th solo exhibition as a printmaker. 
the works spanned a range of techniques, 
stylistic choices and creative periods, but 
ultimately centered upon what Fieo calls the 
“mystery of life’s contrasting forces.” 

“through visual language, I have sought 
to understand, and ultimately to accept, 
both the beauty and cruelty inhering in the 
cycles of nature,” she said.

throughout her artistic career, persistent 
touchstones in her work have been nature 
and natural forms. Fieo explains that she 
usually begins the creative process with an 
epiphany that she feels driven to record. 
the act of drawing becomes a passionate 
response to the very moments when the 
ordinary perception links to the extraordi-
nary. these rough drawings then become 

the starting point for many of her prints. 
Sometimes drawings serendipitously cycle 
back into work to resolve unfinished prints. 
Fieo’s imagery often parallels her personal 
life. She attributes her yearning to create and 

heal to the deaths of two of her brothers at 
young ages. 

“I have come to realize how central the 
experience of loving and losing my broth-
ers had been to my life and to my art,” she 
explained during a lecture at the opening of 
her exhibition.  

Fieo grew up as the middle of five chil-
dren. her older brother, Greg, a year her 
senior, died at age 16, the summer before 
she entered high school. eric, her younger 
brother by a year, died at age 21, when they 
were both in college. Both brothers had a 
congenital blood disease called thalassemia, 
more commonly known as Cooley’s anemia. 

 her earlier works are melancholy, and 
reflect her desire to find solace and the abil-
ity to heal. nature, cycles and life stages are 
thematically abundant. In her piece “as I Lay 
Dreaming,” she shows how the entire world 
can change in the course of a night. the 
print is of saplings, struggling to cope after a 
frigid ice storm swept over them. 

“there are some things we cannot 
change,” she said. “But other things are in 
our control. Life can be cruel in the midst of 
a loss, but life also offers many gifts that help 
us carry on with dignity.” Q 

—Amy Dumont ’09  “exaltation”
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the 2008 Summer olympics 
ended just months ago. But 
planners have already been 
looking ahead to the 2010 
Winter olympics, which 
will be hosted by Vancouver, 
British Columbia. and so has 
Wheaton’s assistant Professor of 
anthropology Gabriela torres. 

But she’s not thinking about 
which countries might win gold 
medals or whether the opening 
ceremonies will top the grand 
spectacle presented in Beijing. 
Instead, she’s concerned about 
the impact the event will have 
on the vulnerable populations in 
Vancouver and the rights of its 
citizens as the city prepares to 
showcase itself for a worldwide 
audience.

to call attention to the poten-
tial harm, torres has begun re-
search that looks at the changes 
in municipal and social policy 
that are under way as Vancouver 
seeks to put forward its best 
image.

“I’m looking at what the 
social costs are to a city prepar-
ing for an olympic event,” said 
torres, who lived in Vancouver 
from 1982 to 1997. “Vancouver 

is a port city so there are a lot of 
drugs that go through the city. 
and it’s a city where the climate 
is fairly good all year-round so it 
has much higher homeless rates 
than the rest of Canada. there is 
a particular area of downtown 
Vancouver close to the central 
business district that has become 
an oasis for drug deals and 
where homeless people reside 
as well.

“this space is a real problem 
for the kind of image that wants 
to be projected by the organiz-
ing committee for the olympics, 
as well as for the city of 
Vancouver. So what do you do 
with people who are drug ad-
dicts, prostitutes and homeless 
when you don’t want tourists 
and athletes to see them? they 
live there. this is their home. 
this is where people have lived 

for decades. Is it right to remove 
them, even if just temporarily?”

on the flip side, when the 
olympics come to a city, major 
needed improvements are 
made, which benefits the city 
long after the games are over. 
For example, Barcelona spent 
$8 billion in infrastructure 
improvements for the 1992 
olympics, and the city’s raised 
profile increased tourism so 
much that several travel guides 
now describe Barcelona as the 
most visited city in Spain. 

at a press conference held 
last august, British Columbia 
Premier Gordon Campbell ad-
dressed criticism regarding the 
displacement of the homeless, 
saying: “ I think you will see a 
city and a community that has 
invested significantly in housing 
those who need support. We 

Watching the Olympics
vancouver 2010

have invested literally hundreds 
of millions of dollars.”

however, there remains strong 
opposition to the olympic events, 
as well as very strong support to 
holding the games, torres noted. 
the dynamic of that polarization 
presents a rich field for research 
and feeds the curriculum of 
her “Introduction to Cultural 
anthropology” course, in which 
she discusses contested spaces.

Last summer, she began the 
research by spending five weeks 
in Vancouver. She plans to 
publish a paper once her work is 
complete.

John Campopiano ’08, Julia 
Rettig ’11 and evelyn Sanders 
’08 have assisted torres on the 
project as part of the Wheaton 
Research Partnership program. 

“this is a great opportunity for 
a student who wishes to con-
tribute toward the research and 
preliminary writing of an aca-
demic publication and wants to 
learn how to construct research 
queries, use qualitative software, 
conduct a popular and academic 
literature review, and perform 
analysis of qualitative texts and 
images,” she said. Q
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homelessness. poverty. Who’s to blame? the 
individual or society? Your answer likely will 
determine your behavior. associate professor of 
psychology Gail sahar has spent years research-
ing the connection between blame and behavior 
regarding social issues. Lately, she has focused 
the lens of the “attribution theory” toward 
political attitudes. Last summer, she presented 
a research paper titled “On the Importance of 
attribution theory in political psychology” to the 
annual Meeting of the International society of 
political psychology, in paris. We talked with her 
about her work.

explain the theory.

attribution theory is the study of how people 
attribute causes for events. It could be for 
events that happen to you or to other people. 
the idea is that when something happens, 
particularly something negative or surpris-
ing, we do what’s called a causal search 
where we think, “oK, what caused that?” For 
example, a student fails a test. the first thing 
they probably ask themselves is “why did 
this happen?” Depending on the cause they 
choose, their emotions and behavior will be 
affected. If I think I failed because I’m not 
very smart, I’ll feel very differently than if I 
think I failed because the test was unfair, or I 
didn’t study hard enough. and those attribu-
tions will influence whether we try hard the 
next time. It isn’t only about the attribution of 
responsibility and the behavior—in between 
there are emotional reactions to talk about. If 
you hold someone responsible for something 
negative, you also feel anger. So if I see some-
one who is homeless and I think he’s lazy, I’ll 
feel angry at him for asking me for money. 
and I won’t want to help him. If I feel that it’s 
not his fault, then I’ll tend to feel sympathy 
or pity, and I will want to help him. and that 
holds up in all these other cases—welfare, 
abortion.

Why has this area of psychology connected  
with you?

I like theories that are useful. Some psycho-
logical theories are kind of counterintuitive 
and very distant from reality. What I liked 
about this is that it explains so much about 
the real world, so when I teach about it stu-
dents immediately understand what I’m say-

Pointing fingers

ing and can understand their own behavior 
and other people’s behavior.

how much does attribution impact behavior?

a lot. the theory started with talking about 
academic situations, like why a student in a 
classroom might feel hopeless. and one of 
the reasons they seem to feel hopeless is that 
when they fail they tend to think it’s about 
them—their own low ability. So it was ap-
plied initially there: how do you teach kids 
to make different attributions? What has been 
fascinating for me is that this theory applies 
to so many areas of life. 

What does this have to do with political 
attitudes? 

the causal attributions that we decide are 
important for particular social problems have 
a lot to do with our political ideology. one of 
the hallmarks of being politically conserva-
tive is that the individual is responsible for 

problems. So, in general, if you’re poor, some-
one who is very conservative will say, “It’s 
about you. You’re not working hard enough.” 
Liberals are more likely to say that it might be 
society’s fault, maybe there is discrimination, 
maybe there aren’t enough jobs, maybe there 
are all these other factors. these attributions 
in turn affect emotions and beliefs about how 
to solve the problem. the other way it plays 
out is that we do so much blaming in politics 
that a lot of what successful politicians learn 
to do is attempt to be perceived as respon-
sible for good things and not responsible for 
bad things. It’s almost blame management 
that they do. So if the economy is bad, do we 
blame the president or not? Do we think he 
is the cause, or do we think it’s due to other 
factors out of his control? 

how did that play out in the recent election?

In this election, it was very clear. McCain 
was unable to really take the blame off of the 
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PUBLiCATiONs, HONORs ANd CREATiVE WORks

Faculty
Goldberg Professor of Biology 
Barbara Brennessel has published 
Good Tidings: The History and 
Ecology of Shellfish Farming in the 
Northeast (University Press of new 
england, 2008). Illustrations for the 
volume were created by Marisa 
Picariello ’11.

assistant Professor of hispanic 
Studies Francisco Fernandez de 
Alba published the article “Money 
and Commodities in Virgilio 
Piñera’s La carne de René” in the 
journal Symposium: A Quarterly 
Journal in Modern Literatures 
(Summer 2008).

Prentice Professor of english 
Michael Drout has produced Anglo-
Saxon Aloud: Greatest Hits (an-
glosaxonaloud.com, honeyguide, 
2008), a two-CD set that includes 
10 old english poems, translations 
and commentaries. 

the poem “Chances are, Lafayette, 
Indiana,” written by Sarah Green, 
visiting assistant professor of 
english, received a Pushcart Prize 
and was published in the Pushcart 
Prize XXXIII: Best of the Small 
Presses, 2009 edition (Pushcart 
Press, 2008).

associate Professor of art and Film 
Jake Mahaffy’s feature film Wellness 
was one of five films nominated for 
Best Film not Playing at a theater 
near You by IFP Gotham and re-
cently was screened at the Museum 
of Modern art in new York and at 
several film festivals. 

assistant Professor of english 
James Mulholland wrote the 
article “Money, Money, Money” 
in the oct. 3, 2008, issue of The 
Chronicle of Higher Education.

assistant Professor of Museum 
Studies and art history Leah 
Niederstadt was one of the fea-
tured experts on the audio guide 
for Lucy’s Legacy: The Hidden 
Treasures of Ethiopia exhibition 
at the Pacific Science Center in 
Seattle. 

assistant Professor of Psychology 
Jason Reiss has published Object 
Substitution Masking: What Is the 
Neural Fate of the Unreportable 
Target? (VDM Verlag Dr. Müller, 
2008). 

Professor of Classics Joel Relihan 
gave two lectures—“Cupid and 
Psyche and Menippus” at Brown 
University in october and “Isis in 
The Golden Ass: the Goddess with-
out a Story” at haverford College in 
november.

associate Professor of Psychology 
Gail Sahar published the article 
“Patriotism, attributions for the 9/11 
attacks, and Support for War: then 
and now” in the journal Basic and 
Applied Social Psychology (July 
2008).

Professor of Biology Scott Shumway 
was guest columnist for the 
Westborough News on oct. 10, 
2008, with his piece “Love thy 
Wetlands.”  

Professor of Sociology Javier 
Treviño and Michelle harris 

co-edited a special issue of 
Contemporary Justice Review 
(2008) on “Critical Race theory: 
applications and Interrogations.” 
trevino and harris, along with 
Derron J.R. Wallace ’07, co-
authored the introduction, “What’s 
So Critical about Critical Race 
theory?”

Alumnae/i
Elaine Brown ’77, P’07 and 
her team at hBo won the 
2008 national Public Service 
announcements (PSa) emmy 
award for their campaign promot-
ing hIV testing in the United States.

Rebecca Burtt Callow ’73 co-
authored the book The College 
Selection Compass: Helping 
Families Navigate a Difficult Course 
(iUniverse, 2008).

Katharine Pietsch Davis ’70 wrote 
her second novel, East Hope (new 
american Library, 2009). 

Patricia Fanning ’73 published 
Through an Uncommon Lens: The 
Life and Photography of F. Holland 
Day (University of Massachusetts 
Press, 2008).

Sue Heilman ’75 was named as 
one of the 2008 Women of Justice 
honorees by Massachusetts Lawyers 
Weekly magazine, recognizing 
her service and leadership at 
horizons for homeless Children in 
Massachusetts.

Alison King ’86 was awarded the 
2008 Cornerstone award by the 
Lawyers alliance for new York, 

Republicans for the state of the country. he 
tried. they always try. all politicians on the 
right and the left really attempt to manage 
blame. But I don’t think it worked out in this 
case. 

Why is it important to understand the influence 
of attribution?

For psychologists like myself, we consider 
it contributing to the body of knowledge 
of how the mind works. In this case, the 
theory also has tremendous applications to 

the real world…. People’s knowledge of this 
can have a big effect on their behaviors. If I 
know that by influencing people’s percep-
tions of responsibility I can influence their 
attitudes toward public policy, that’s pretty 
important. 

Which public policy attitudes are influenced by 
attribution?

Well, attitudes toward welfare seem to be 
influenced by perceptions of the causes of 
poverty—that one is pretty intuitive. But in 

my work, I have also found that attitudes 
toward abortion are determined in part by 
our perceptions of the causes of unwanted 
pregnancy. Individuals are more supportive 
of abortion if they don’t see the woman as 
responsible for getting pregnant. and more 
recently, I found evidence that causal attribu-
tions for terrorist attacks relate to attitudes 
toward waging war against terrorism. So, 
the theory applies to an incredible range of 
issues. Q

for her outstanding pro bono legal 
services to nonprofit organizations.

Jessica Knauss ’97 has written the 
novella Tree/House, which began 
as her project for departmental 
honors in english when she was a 
student at Wheaton.

Kathy Polka Mackel ’72 has pub-
lished Boost (Dial Books, 2008), 
the story of a young female basket-
ball star whose season is tainted 
by the discovery of performance-
enhancing drugs in her gym bag.

Donna Pedro ’76, chief diversity 
officer for ogilvy north america, 
received the “Change agent” 
award, which honors professionals 
for leadership in the advertising, 
marketing and media industries.

Tom Sanderson ’92 wrote the 
commentary “Pakistan Unhinged” 
in the oct. 19, 2008, edition of 
the Washington Times. Sanderson 
is deputy director of transnational 
threats at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, and is 
directing an open-source counter-
terrorism project in Southeast asia. 

JoAnn Simons ’75 wrote the 
chapter “Legal Rights and hurdles” 
in Babies with Down Syndrome: A 
New Parents’ Guide (3rd edition, 
Woodbine house, 2008). 

Ruth Ann Stewart ’63 co-edited 
Understanding the Arts and 
Creative Sector in the United States 
(Rutgers University Press, 2008). 
her essay “the arts and artist 
in Urban Revitalization” is also 
included in the collection.

SpRing 2009 13
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FiELd REPORT

on the tennis court, Sarah 
Geocaris ’11 is a force to be 
reckoned with. She has reached 
an all-league level, being hon-
ored three times by the new 
england Women’s and Men’s 
athletic Conference. on the 
stage, she is no different. She 
has an operatic vocal range so 
stunning that she won first place 
in Wheaton’s concerto/aria 
competition in november and 
an invitation to 
sing with the 
chamber 
orches-
tra at 
an april 
concert.

“When I perform,” she said, 
“I get an adrenaline rush that is 
very similar to how I feel when 
I play tennis. I get this nervous 
and excited energy that I use to 
my advantage and center that 
energy to either produce a 
sound or hit a great shot.”

She is not alone in that 
feeling. Wheaton’s athletic 
teams boast many students 
who excel both as athletes and 

artists. Brittany King ’10, 
a two-year lacrosse 

starter, paints and recently 
had artwork featured in a 

national publication. George 
“tristan” Back ’11, a two-year 

soccer player from 
London, has played the cello 
since age 4 and performed at 
London’s distinguished Royal 
academy of Music. Madeline 
Williams ’09, a second-year 
lacrosse captain, sings gospel 
and R&B. Chizoba ezeigwe 
’09, a seven-time track & field 
all-american and second-year 
captain, dances and choreo-
graphs routines with Sole and 
trybe. Scott hafferkamp ’09, 
a cross country captain and 
track & field runner, has been 

playing the violin since age 9, 
has dabbled with the piano 
and fiddle, and plays mandolin 
with the Wheaton World Music 
ensemble. 

Drawn to Wheaton because 
of the strong liberal arts curricu-
lum and athletics program, the 
athletes all note that the qualities 
that contribute to making them 
great in their sports also elevate 
their artistic pursuits. 

“Both require a lot of energy 
and focus, as well as the ability 

PLAyINg ThE FIELDS

Artistic athletes lead dual lives

Brittany King ’10

scott hafferkamp ’09

“red poppies” (left) and “Large 
Flower” by Brittany King ’10 
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Field hockey
Wheaton (12–7, 6–2 
neWMaC) won eight of its 
final 10 games while posting 
a program-best six-game win-
ning streak against conference 
teams. the Lyons tied for sec-
ond in the league standings. 
three-time nFhCa all-new 
england pick alisa ardito 
’09 finished her career as 
the program’s all-time assists 
leader. ardito, andrea Bagley 
’10 and alexandra Block ’10 
were all-region and all-con-
ference selections, while Cara 
Cusson ’12 earned all-new 
england honors.

Men’s soccer
With all but one starter an 
underclassman, the Lyons 
(10–5–4, 1–3–2) posted dou-
ble-figure wins for the 17th 
consecutive year. Wheaton 
advanced to its ninth consecu-
tive neWMaC tournament 
semifinal round. David 
Ferriero ’11, Yuri Moreira ’11, 
Joshua Solomon ’11 and Kyle 
Sye ’11 were voted to all-
conference teams.

Women’s soccer
the regionally ranked Lyons 
(16–6–2, 7–1–1) qualified for 
their school-best ninth consec-
utive nCaa tournament while 
gaining at least a share of the 
neWMaC regular-season title 
for the 10th consecutive year. 
alessia Viscomi ’11 became 
Wheaton’s fourth underclass-
man named to an nSCaa 
all-america team, while 
she, Lyndsey McManus ’10, 
Melida alvarez ’11 and emily 
hough ’11 were tabbed to 
all-region and all-conference 
squads.

Women’s tennis
Going 10–1 to start a season 
for the first time in program 
annals, regionally ranked 
Wheaton (11–3, 5–2) notched 
its most fall wins since 1999. 
Recording nine shutouts, 
the Lyons finished third in 
the league standings while 
advancing to the conference 
tournament semifinal round. 
Sarah Geocaris ’11 and 
Catherine teague ’11, who 
were named all-league, are 
the Ita’s fifth-ranked doubles 
tandem in the northeast.

Women’s volleyball
after a slow start, the Lyons 
(13–20, 3–6) finished the sea-
son on an 11–8 run. Rebecca 
Rose ’11 moved into fifth in 
program history in career 
assists, while Lauren Kraus 
’10 ranks eighth in kills and 
blocks, as she looks to become 
only the sixth player with 
1,000 kills.

Men’s and women’s 
cross country
Lilian Calderwood ’09, 
amanda Rawson ’09 and 
Lauren Reddy ’09 led Wheaton 
to its second consecutive run-
ner-up finish at the neWMaC 
Championship. the trio earned 
all-league laurels, as Reddy’s 
second-place result marked 
the fourth consecutive season 
that a Lyon was runner-up. 
Reddy also picked up all-
new england accolades at the 
regional championship. the 
men took fifth at the confer-
ence meet, with Matthew 
Brousseau ’11 leading the way 
for the second consecutive 
year. Q

—Scott Dietz

sCOREBOARdto perform under pressure and 
in front of a live audience,” said 
Geocaris.

added King: “I have found 
that I carry a similar attitude 
in both, as I strive to contain 
a sense of self-will, deter-
mination and confidence to 
succeed.” She was one of 23 
student-athletes from around 
the nation to be celebrated in 
the nCaa’s Champion maga-
zine for artistic feats, and her 
paintings were displayed at 
the national association of 
Collegiate Directors of athletics 
Convention in Washington, 
D.C., held in January.

Champion editor Gary Brown 
said nominations were submit-
ted for nearly 100 artists, “many 
of which were outstanding and 
all of which rekindled my al-
ready strong belief that student-
athletes are much more than just 
highly accomplished football, 
basketball, field hockey and 
lacrosse players.”

In fact, student-athletes say 
it is the performance in the 
creative arena that helps them 
round out their college experi-
ence. “having this creative out-
let to turn to, I am able to further 
appreciate both interests,” said 
King, who studied art last semes-
ter in Florence, Italy.

however, Williams admits that 
she initially was concerned about 
being able to successfully blend 
athletics, academics and art.

“I was nervous my first 
couple of years that I wouldn’t 
be able to balance playing 
lacrosse, a double major and a 
singing group,” said Williams, 
a member of Voices United 
to Jam, Wheaton’s gospel and 
R&B choir. “this year it wasn’t 
a choice. I knew right away 
that I would regret it if I never 
pushed myself to make time to 
do all three.”

ezeigwe also feels com-
pelled to do whatever it takes 
to fit everything in. “I feel 
free when I’m dancing,” she 
said. “nothing and no one 
can touch me because when 
I dance, I’m in another world 
where nothing can go wrong.”

While she and other student-
athletes work hard to strike a 
balance, other students don’t 
necessarily know about their 
dual interests. “During the 
season, when I make a point 
to wear as much Wheaton la-
crosse attire as possible, I find 
that people forget I enjoy creat-
ing art,” said King. “I’m sure 
that if I were to wear a baseball 
cap that said ‘Wheaton arts,’ 
as well as carry my lacrosse 
stick around campus, then it 
wouldn’t be such a mystery.”

hafferkamp, a four-time 
academic all-conference quali-
fier, doesn’t have that prob-
lem. his teammates know all 
about his artistic pursuits: “I’ve 
always been the only one who 
has to rush off to an orchestra 
rehearsal after practice.” Q 

—Josh Kessler
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CAMPUs CALEnDAR

M A r C h

24 Author Lecture. Between Barack 
and a Hard Place | Tim Wise, a 
prominent anti-racist writer and activ-
ist, discusses his forthcoming book, 
which examines “racism and white 
denial in the age of obama.” Cole 
Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m. 

26 Ruby Lecture. Firoozeh Dumas | 
Best-selling author of Funny in Farsi: 
A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in 
America. Mary Lyon hall, holman 
Room, 7:30 p.m.

A P r I L

7 Ruby Lecture. Martha Nussbaum| 
one of america’s most prominent 
philosophers, author of more than a 
dozen books, and the ernst Freund 
Distinguished Service Professor of 
Law and ethics at the University of 
Chicago’s law school. Mary Lyon 
hall, holman Room, 7:30 p.m.

9 Macbeth| Directed by Professor 
of theatre David Fox. Patrick 
Dougherty's sculpture "twisted 
Sisters" is the inspiration for this out-
door/indoor staging of Shakespeare’s 
bloodcurdling morality play. Watson 
Fine arts, 7:30 p.m. also april 10, 11 
and 16–18.

22 The Senior Studio Art Majors 
Exhibition | annual show of various 
works. exhibition advisor, Professor 
of art tim Cunard. Beard and Weil 
Galleries, Watson Fine arts, through 
May 8. opening reception, april 22, 
7 p.m. 

M A y 

15–17 Commencement/Reunion 

Weekend | Celebration of Class of 

2009 graduates; fun family ac-

tivities, events and opportunities for 

alumnae/i to reconnect.

all programs and events subject to change. 
For more information and the latest calendar 
listings, visit www.wheatoncollege.edu. 
For the fall sports calendar, visit www.
wheatoncollege.edu/athletics. 

Out-of-this-world art
the work of nationally renowned artist Dorothea Rockburne will be featured in Dorothea 
Rockburne: The Astronomy Drawings in the Beard and Weil Galleries from Wednesday, 
March 18, through Friday, april 16.

the exhibition showcases the abstract painter’s vividly colored creations on paper, primar-
ily done in watercolor and gouache. her artwork, much of it geometric in nature, can be 
found in galleries all over the country, including at the Museum of Modern art in new York, 
the Corcoran Gallery of art in Washington, D.C., and the high Museum of art in atlanta. 
one of her floor-to-ceiling commissioned murals is at SonY headquarters in new York.

She first came to Wheaton two years ago to lecture as a visiting artist. When she expressed 
interest in exhibiting here, Wheaton’s studio faculty welcomed the opportunity to show her 
work. and ann Murray, professor of art and director of the Beard and Weil Galleries, pur-
sued having the artist show her astronomy-inspired drawings. 

“She has been interested for most of her life in science and math,” said Murray, “even 
though she is quick to tell you that she is neither a scientist nor a mathematician, but rather 
an artist. But her work is very influenced by concepts and theories that she derives from 
physics and mathematics.”

the catalog for the exhibition features an interview with the artist conducted by Murray 
and Professor of Mathematics William Goldbloom Bloch, who has become a friend and 
admirer of the artist since she visited campus. the conversation focuses on the connections 
between mathematics, physics and Rockburne’s art.

Rockburne, who was born and raised in Canada, studied art at the innovative Black 
Mountain College in the 1950s, before it closed. that’s where her interest in math was 
sparked, Murray notes. 

Murray admits that not everyone—especially those in the math and science fields—gets 
the science angle of Rockburne’s work. “that’s the point. It’s not supposed to be a literal 
representation of any particular theory. But she reads about the theory and ingests it all, and 
it comes out in the visual form in a way that is not formulaic but intuitive.” Q

“particle and Wave,” Dorothea rockburne, 1994, Flashe 
black and colored pencils on handmade paper mounted 

on ragboard, 19 1/2 x 24 3/4 inches (49.5 x 62.9 cm)
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WHEATON in THE nEws

Miller comments 
in Dollars & Sense
Professor of economics John 
Miller says that the federal gov-
ernment’s $700 billion financial 
recovery plan will not address 
the U.S. housing crisis, ac-
cording to an article he wrote 
for Dollars & Sense, which 
describes itself as the magazine 
of economic justice.

“the bailout will do little to 
make bad mortgage debt more 
viable or to provide relief to 
homeowners behind in their 
mortgage payments or facing 
foreclosure,” wrote Miller. “nor 
does the bailout place effective 
limits on Ceos’ pay or their 
golden parachutes, erect the 
regulatory safeguards that will 
curb future financial excesses, 
or counteract the worsening 
recession. Worse yet, the bail-
out swells the federal budget 
deficit and for that reason will 
likely sap whatever political 
will could have been mustered 
to make the massive public 

investments 
necessary 
to pre-
vent the 
economy 
from fall-
ing into a 
prolonged 
depres-
sion.”

Chronicle of Higher 
Ed lauds Fulbright 
wins
the success of the top Fulbright-
producing institutions was 
highlighted in The Chronicle 
of Higher Education. Seven 
students from Wheaton won 
Fulbright Scholarships in 2008, 

placing the college among the 
top 10 liberal arts colleges in 
the country. 

the Fulbright U.S. Student 
Program equips future 
american leaders with the 
skills they need to thrive in an 
increasingly global environ-
ment by providing funding for 
one academic year of study, 
research or assistant teaching 
abroad.

Boston Globe focuses 
on natural sculpture
Visiting artist Patrick Dougherty’s 
work with Wheaton students 
was featured in the Boston 
Globe. a reporter visited 
campus just as the sculpture, 
“twisted Sisters,” was com-
pleted. the Globe’s writer was 
intrigued by the work itself, and 
talked with students and the art-

ist about the sculpture: “While 
many people see piles of twigs 
and branches as leftover nui-
sances from a weekend of yard 
work, Patrick Dougherty sees 
them as an opportunity to create 
a work of art. 

“his unconventional materials 
are used to transform ordinary 
open spaces into breathtaking 
hosts to temporary sculptures 
known as stickwork.” Q

Providence Journal notes wood exhibition
Hugh Townley: The Wizard with Wood, an exhibition at the Beard and Weil Galleries 

this winter, drew attention for the persuasive way in which it invited viewers to con-

sider sculptor hugh townley’s lifetime of work.

the show earned a rave review from Providence Journal arts writer Bill Van Siclen, 

who called it a “terrific exhibit.” townley, who died in February 2008, was a profes-

sor at Brown University. Wheaton Professor of art ann Murray curated the show with 

Vermont gallery owner anni McKay.

“he was incredibly inventive,” Murray told the Journal. “I’m not sure you’d put him 

in the very top tier of postwar american artists. But if he’s not at the top, he’s definitely 

near it.”

noted the writer: “Certainly, the Wheaton show makes a strong case for upgrading 

townley’s art-world stature. though his work draws on a wide range of sources—

everything from Pop art and Minimalism to african and pre-Columbian sculpture—the 

results never feel forced or derivative.” Q

“einstein, eddington, edison & Ford,” mahogany relief, 45" by 82," 1979
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Since last summer, the Phi Beta Kappa graduate in 
Hispanic studies has been studying on a full scholarship with 
the Giordano Dance School in suburban Chicago. Along 
with 10 other elite young dancers from around the country, 
Adametz takes daily classes in ballet, jazz, modern and other 
contemporary styles, and performs throughout Chicago with 
Giordano 3, the school’s pre-professional company. 

Though he has been dancing all his life and was co-captain 
of the Wheaton Dance Company, Adametz didn’t expect 
to spend his first year out of college training professionally 
in Chicago. But in January of his senior year, “on a whim,” 
he auditioned for Giordano’s highly competitive summer 
program, and was accepted. Though he had planned to move 
to New York after graduation, the eight-week opportunity was 

By Hannah Benoit

Kurt Adametz ’08 has taken a grand leap into the world of professional dance.

A gentleman, a scholar ...  and a dancer
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one he couldn’t resist—a chance to study for free at one of the 
country’s most prestigious contemporary dance schools, learn-
ing from members of its renowned company, Giordano Jazz 
Dance Chicago.

“The two months were amazing: it was dance all day, every 
day, with 21 other dancers about my age, from all over the 
country,” Adametz says. “There were lots of conservatory 
students, with incredible talent. And here I was, coming from a 
tiny liberal arts college with a degree in Hispanic studies.” He 
laughs, and even his eyes dance. 

At the end of the summer, Adametz was asked to stay on as 
a scholarship student for the year. New York could wait a bit 
longer: He seized the opportunity. 

Now, in addition to training and performing five days a week 
or more, he also teaches a children’s tap class at the Giordano 
school. “I absolutely love it,” he says.

Last November, Adametz returned to Wheaton to choreo-
graph a piece for the dance company’s forthcoming spring 
concerts. His jazz-modern fusion piece, set to a high-energy 
techno score, is titled “Evocation.” 

Just the day before, he had performed with Giordano 3 at 
Dance Chicago, a citywide festival, and was featured in a tap 
solo called “Fever,” which he originally performed at Wheaton.

The next day, he flew to Hartford, went home to 
Northampton, drove two hours to Wheaton, then spent the 
evening teaching the dance company his new piece. His ener-
getic spins, leaps and kicks revealed no sign of fatigue. 

“It’s been a long day,” he said afterward, “but it’s fun.” 
If that sounds understated, Cheryl Mrozowski will tell you 

it is vintage Adametz. “Kurt is a phenom,” says the director of 
Wheaton’s dance program. “He is loaded with talent, incred-
ibly creative and smart, and yet so modest.” 

His sister’s footsteps

Adametz has been dancing since the age of 2, when he started 
imitating his 4-year-old sister Erica, who had been taking 
dance lessons. 

“My parents decided to put me in my own dance class at 
that young age, and I’ve been doing it ever since,” Adametz 
says. “I really don’t remember a time when I wasn’t dancing.” 

The class was at the Hackworth School of Performing Arts in 
Easthampton, Mass., where he continued to study for the next 
16 years. Adametz shined, not only at ballet and modern, but 
also at jazz and tap. He began dancing competitively, and at 
the age of 14, traveled to Slovenia with the U.S. junior dance 
team to compete in the International Dance Organization’s 
World Championships, popularly known as “the Olympics of 
dance.” He came away with the gold in two categories, tap 

and jazz. At the next world competition, in Germany, he again 
won the gold for tap—this time in the adult division. 

Adametz was clearly on a professional track, but when it 
came time to choose a college, he again followed his sister 
Erica and selected Wheaton, as she had done two years earlier. 
Not only did he forego the conservatory route; he almost gave 
up dancing altogether. 

“I came to Wheaton not wanting to dance anymore,” he 
reflects. “I was really burnt out after high school. I had danced 
straight through from the age of 3, and very competitively. 
I didn’t want to go to a conservatory. My parents were the 
ones who said, ‘Maybe you should look into Juilliard … ’ But 
I wanted something to fall back on, because I wasn’t yet sure 
where my interests were.”

In high school he had excelled at Spanish, exhausting all the 
courses at Northampton High before taking two more courses 
at nearby Smith College. At Wheaton he majored in Hispanic 
studies, was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa and graduated 
summa cum laude. 

“I loved Spanish, and it came easily to me—and it was the 
same for my sister. She was an Hispanic studies major, too. 
Same school, same major, even the same advisor!” (The sib-
lings’ paths have since diverged: Erica Adametz ’06 is now an 
education director for Sylvan Learning Centers.)

While he loved exploring the liberal arts, Adametz soon 
found himself itching to dance again. He joined the Wheaton 
Dance Company as a sophomore and decided to undertake a 
dance minor. 

“I started thinking, I love it, and I want to take it to the next 
step. This is what I want to do.” 

When he told Mrozowski, she advised him to ramp up his 
training. Before his senior year, Adametz attended a summer 
program at the North Carolina School of the Arts and was of-
fered a chance to transfer to the elite conservatory. He turned 
it down. 

“He wanted to come back for his senior year,” says 
Mrozowski. “He wanted to be captain of the dance company, 
and he wanted to graduate from Wheaton.”

Adametz has no regrets, and he has high praise for his 
Wheaton training. “For a small liberal arts school that has a 
tiny department, it is amazing. Cheryl has shaped it into a stel-
lar program, and Wheaton is blessed to have it.”

Kurt Adametz is living proof of that. And there’s always that 
Hispanic studies degree to fall back on. Q 

The Wheaton Dance Company will perform “Evocation” at 
its concerts on May 1, 2 and 3. In the meantime, you can 
watch Adametz dance to “Fever” online at www.wheatoncol-
lege.edu/quarterly. E-mail Hannah Benoit about this story at 
benoit_hannah@wheatoncollege.edu.

A gentleman, a scholar ...  and a dancer
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In a third-floor Science Center chemistry lab, the smell of oranges 
perfumes the afternoon air as the students in Associate Professor 
of Chemistry Christopher Kalberg’s “Organic Chemistry” class peel 
the zest from the fruit, weigh it and puree it in a blender contain-
ing water. They then boil the puree, collect the vapor using a distil-
lation apparatus, and eventually analyze it. 

They are not making some complex smoothie or glass of OJ, 
but rather trying to understand one of the most important and 
difficultto-comprehend properties of organic molecules: handed-
ness or chirality (from the Greek word 
for hand). 

Look at your hands. Really look at them. 
What is the relationship of one hand to the 
other? They are nonidentical mirror images 
of each other. This is the very definition 
of chirality. Many molecules have that 
same property, including the amino acid 
building blocks of proteins and the sugar 

building blocks of the DNA backbone. One of the mirror images is 
designated as left-handed, the other right-handed.

Handedness is important in biological molecules because it 
allows molecules to recognize one another and differentiate, the 
way a right glove only fits a right hand and a left glove only fits a 
left hand. Recognition is important because the cells in the body 
have to figure out how their various molecules have to interact.

It turns out that understanding this difference presented by chi-
rality is critical when it relates to biological functions of the body. 

In fact, it could mean the difference 
between life and death because each 
“hand” of a molecule such as a pharma-
ceutical can have a dramatically different 
impact on the body. 

Kalberg’s lab experiment offers stu-
dents a vivid, yet harmless, illustration of 
the difference. (The left-handed version 
of limonene gives the orange peel its 

Professor Kalberg has a hand in 
molecule exploration

By SAndy ColemAn

Mirror image of limonene in oranges and lemons
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characteristic smell. The right-handed version is found in lemon 
peels and has a much more bitter scent.) 

But one needs only to look to the drug thalidomide to witness a 
dramatic example of the damage that can occur when chirality is 
not understood. The drug was given to pregnant women in the late 
’50s and early ’60s for morning sickness. However, the makers did 
not realize the evil-twin aspect of the drug—one of its mirror-image 
molecules had a sedative and antinausea effect, the other caused 
horrific birth defects and stillbirths, and had no useful properties. 

It took 10 years to figure out that only one of the handed tha-
lidomide molecules was responsible for the birth defects, notes 
Kalberg. “If you could develop only one of them, then it could be 
given safely and there would be no undesired side effects. That 
happened in about the mid-’90s and it was approved by the FDA 
as an antinausal for some very specific groups of people, like end-
stage cancer patients. But it is only the one-handed form of it that 
is given.” 

In fact, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration now demands 
that handed molecules be tested separately to avoid potentially 
problematic interactions when the mirror-image molecules are 
present. 

The thalidomide case is one of the reasons that Kalberg first 
became intrigued with researching chirality. Now, not only is 
he teaching this principle, his research also is related to the 
development of synthetic single-handed molecules that would 
pose fewer hidden side effects and could potentially benefit the 
pharmaceutical industry. And he is doing it using the principles of 
green chemistry, which sets his work apart from many of the other 
chemists who are exploring chirality worldwide.

“It turns out that nature does an excellent job of making only 
one of the pair of molecules. We as chemists in the lab can’t do 
that,” he says. “Whenever we try to synthesize molecules we end 
up with a 50/50 mixture of both. So the goal of my work is to try 
to essentially mimic nature, to make only one of the two pairs of 
molecules, if possible.”

Kalberg has been researching chirality since 1994 while in 
graduate school at Duke University. He began working with chi-

rality using the principles of green chemistry when he first came to 
Wheaton nine years ago, often partnering with students. 

Applying green chemistry carries an added benefit because it 
helps to protect the environment as well as offers the potential 
to keep down drug production costs if materials used to create 
the single-handed molecules can be recycled. This is the focus of 
Kalberg’s current work.

He’s seeking to minimize the impact of doing chemistry on the 
environment, which includes trying to minimize overall waste, 
generate less toxic waste, recycle materials, use the least amount 
of energy, and use catalysts (small amounts of material to generate 
larger amounts of desired material). 

Virtually every chemical reaction requires a solvent in order for 
molecules to react properly, he explains. Most of those solvents 
are very toxic and are usually used only once and then disposed 
of as hazardous waste.

“What I’m trying to do is use something called ionic liquids to 
replace traditional solvents and then recycle them to use them 
again,” he said. “We’re not at the recycling stage yet, but we have 
shown that you can get the chemical reaction to work in the ionic 
liquid.”

Kalberg, along with two then students, Katherine Boyle ’04 and 
Emily Lipsky ’06, published a paper in 2006 detailing the first 
positive results for doing the reaction in ionic liquids. The paper 
was published in the journal Tetrahedron Letters, which is part of 
ScienceDirect, one of the largest online collections of scientific 
research in the world.

“The ultimate goal of this project is to remove the product that 
we want, the single-handed molecule, and keep both the catalyst 
that helps to perform the reaction and the ionic liquid intact. And 
then we add more starting material to be able to make a second 
batch or a third. So that’s where this is ultimately going.

“The question is: Can we keep both the ionic liquid and catalyst 
and recycle it to use it again to keep generating single-handed 
molecules? I think we can.” Q

Kalberg plans to work on the recycling possibilities in the fall when 
he goes on sabbatical.

Students in “Organic Chemistry” conduct a lab experiment to isolate limonene from orange peels to determine chirality.
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Dollars 
$ensibilities

Alums help us navigate the turbulent economy

and 

We’re officially in a recession that some sources say is more than a year 

old. Wall Street and the auto industry need government bailouts, and Main 

Street is taking a hard hit, with unemployment rates and home foreclosures 

on the rise. When words like “dire” and “crisis” appear daily in newspaper 

headlines, what can we do? Many Wheaton alums work in the finance 

industry and offer a wealth of knowledge. Quarterly writer Mary Howard 

’85 asked four of them for their expert opinions on the current economic 

situation. Though their answers are as varied as their experiences, one 

message stands out: “Don’t panic!”

22 Wheaton Quarterly
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SuzAnne murPHy ’88 :  

Steer clear of rash decisions.
s managing director of fund services for Tri-
Artisan Partners, a privately held merchant 
bank with offices in London and New York City, 
Suzanne Murphy ’88 is overseeing the forma-
tion of the bank’s new consulting practice that 

caters to hedge and private 
equity funds. Previously, she 
worked with Delphi Capital 
Management, the holding com-
pany for Acorn Advisory Capital, 
where she was a member of 
Acorn’s Investment Committee 
and responsible for build-
ing a $1 billion hedge fund. A 
political science major, graduat-
ing magna cum laude, Murphy 
was a member of the President’s 
Commission at Wheaton and 
serves on the college’s invest-
ment committee.

What is the economic outlook in the next year? What do you foresee?
There is no question that we are currently in the deepest 
recession since at least the 1973–74 period. That said, the 
press would lead us to believe that what we are seeing in the 
economy is unprecedented. I won’t belabor the point here, 
but there is much precedent in the last 40 years for what is 
happening today. Hopefully, what is different is the scale and 
speed of the monetary policy response by the Federal Reserve, 
the initial phase of TARP (Troubled Assets Relief Program), and 
the eventual fiscal stimulus of President Obama’s package. In 
my opinion, the willingness of the powers that be to “throw 
the book” at the problem will keep us out of another 1930s-
type recession or a 1990s Japan-type scenario. We also have 
to be aware that our economy is still leveraged beyond any 
precedent, the consumer will be in balance sheet repair mode 
for some time, and government spending cannot immediately 
offset the damages built up over many years.

This year certainly poses challenges for the economy. Labor 
markets will continue to be weak, further dampening con-
sumer spending. Credit will most likely continue to be tight, 

making it difficult for home prices to stabilize and further 
crippling the consumer’s balance sheet and confidence. On 
the corporate side, banks will still be reluctant to lend and 
companies reluctant to borrow as near-term business pros-
pects remain weak. On the positive side, the corporate sector 
is in relatively good shape, with low debt and inventory levels 
putting them in a good position to expand when demand 
returns and credit eases. Lower oil prices will reduce some 
of the economic pressures both businesses and consumers 
are facing. While I don’t expect oil to stay at the low levels 
we are seeing currently, I don’t expect them to go back to 
anywhere near summer 2008 levels.

Bottom line, I don’t see the economy dramatically improv-
ing in 2009. I think we will hobble along, perhaps seeing the 
beginnings of the recovery in the fourth quarter. This said, 
I think there are potentially very attractive opportunities in 
the markets. One needs to keep in mind that markets tend to 
recover ahead of the economy. At these levels, U.S. markets 
offer some very attractive values and there will be extraordi-
nary opportunities in the credit world.

Tell us how you are dealing with the changing economic times.
My husband and I are doing what everyone else is doing: 
simply being a lot more cautious about how we spend our 
money. We’re eating out less, taking the bus instead of taxi-
cabs. It’s common sense stuff, really. Where possible, we are 
reducing any personal leverage we have, including looking at 
refinancing our mortgage.

Give us your best piece of advice during volatile economic times.
Don’t make any rash moves. Just because an investment 
has had poor performance does not mean it should be sold. 
Remember, the definition of a market top is everyone getting 
in at the wrong time, and the definition of a market bottom is 
everybody getting out at the wrong time. There are often great 
opportunities after periods of dislocation, and sometimes the 
best thing you can do is to do nothing or even add to an asset 
class that has struggled.

What is the most important principle to remember about investing?
That meaningful diversification is the only free lunch in the 
investment business. Never have all your eggs in one basket. 
Your investments should not only be diversified among asset 
classes but you need to be sure that, in addition, those asset 
classes are not correlated to one another.

A
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nAnCy PeArlStine Conger ’67 :

Anchor yourself with what  
matters most.

resident of Red Hook Management LLC, an invest-
ment advisory company based in Morristown, 
N.J., Nancy Pearlstine Conger ’67 has worked in 
the financial industry since her graduation from 
Wheaton. She began her career as a stockbroker in 

New York City. “I needed a job,” says Conger on her choice. 
But the decision proved to 
be an excellent one, and the 
former history major says the 
critical thinking skills she honed 
as an undergraduate help her 
immensely in her current work. 
A Wheaton trustee since 2002, 
Conger serves on the board’s 
Investment Committee, is chair 
of its Governance Committee 
and is a member of the 
Executive Committee. 

What is the economic outlook in the next year? What do you foresee? 
The economic outlook for the next year is quite grim. The 
United States economy is officially in recession and the ripple 
effect is resulting in a worldwide recession. The newspa-
pers are full of news regarding job losses, bankruptcies and 
housing foreclosures. These events feed on each other and 
are cause for great concern — even for those who are not 
personally affected. The federal government is using all of its 
tools to stop the spiral down and is pumping an enormous 
amount of money into the economy. Eventually the credit 
markets will loosen and the fear in the marketplace will 
dissipate.

Tell us how you are dealing with the changing economic times.
On a personal level, we are cautious about spending by go-
ing out less, buying less and keeping the thermostat down. 
With mortgage rates declining, we are considering taking out 
a mortgage on our debt-free home. On a professional level, I 
am looking for investment opportunities that have been cre-
ated with the decline in the markets.

What is the smartest move you recently made to weather the rocky 
economy?
Our investment portfolio is very diversified, so while it is 
down, there was little exposure to some of the individual 

stocks that went bankrupt, and 40 percent of our portfolio is 
in high-quality, fixed-income securities.

Give us your best piece of advice during volatile economic times.
It is easy to get caught up in the daily reports of gloom and 
doom. Focus on the good things in your life and appreciate 
what you have, not what you don’t have.

If one wants to take advantage of stocks when prices are low, what 
is the best approach? What types of stock should one buy? 
The best approach to buying equities is to diversify across 
many asset classes and in baskets of stocks. I recommend 
exchange-traded funds (ETFs) or index funds. One can buy 
a variety of funds that represent many different asset classes: 
domestic, international, growth stocks, value stocks, large 
cap stocks or small cap stocks. It is important to remember 
that no one knows when the markets will rebound. For an 
investor, not a trader, one must be invested in the market for 
the long term.

CAtHerine (“CAtey”)  toner ’96 : 

map out your next move. 
or 10 years, Catherine (Catey) Toner ’96 was a 
vice president and relationship manager at Atlantic 
Trust, a private firm in Boston that manages more 
than $16 billion for select families, foundations 
and institutions. Now 

consulting privately, Toner’s 
expertise is in portfolio manag-
ing, estate planning and cash 
management. An economics 
major at Wheaton, she credits 
the Filene Center for helping her 
find internships in the industry 
and says she draws on lessons 
learned in classes with econom-
ics professors John Miller and 
John Gildea. 

What is the economic outlook in the next year? What do you 
foresee?
Unemployment will continue to rise into 2009. As a result, 
spending by businesses and consumers will go down. Gross 
Domestic Product will likely remain flat. Growth is expected to 
resume late in the year with a full recovery in 2010. For things 
to improve, housing prices will need to stabilize and consumer 
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The study of economics pays off 
Peter J. Morris ’99, an economics major while at Wheaton, is assistant vice president 
and investment officer at Plimoth Investment Advisors, a division of Citizens-Union 
Savings Bank in Plymouth, Mass. He is responsible for the investment decisions 
and oversight of endowment, nonprofit, institutional, trust, pension and individual 
accounts. He also ensures that portfolios are consistent with clients’ goals and 
investment objectives. 

What led you to this career choice?

Originally I chose economics as a major figuring 

that even if I don’t work in the financial industry, 

I could still apply my education to everyday life, 

as economics is intertwined in everything. What 

sealed the deal for me to enter the investment 

industry was actually my father. For as long 

as I can remember, he always stressed the 

need to save and have your money work for 

you. I remember him coming home from work, 

a pretty successful attorney, and researching 

securities as he invested and prepared for his 

eventual retirement. That is when I understood 

that even with a great salary, you cannot work 

forever. Then what do you do? My pragmatic 

side took over and I realized that the best of 

both worlds would be to get paid to know where 

to invest money.

What do you love about working in this 
industry, even now?

Today will never be the same as yesterday. 

To thrive in this industry you need to be very 

flexible, not only in scheduling but in your 

thought process. The industry evolves at a rapid 

pace, with changes in securities structures, 

government policy, tax code and securities law, 

requiring the ability to accept change and adapt 

to the new playing field. With the behavior of the 

markets in the second half of 2008, it has been 

very exciting to say the least; we’re living history 

in the making.

Is a career in finance still a good one for 
liberal arts graduates to pursue? 

Definitely. Investors have learned in 2008 that 

nothing is certain and that taking investment 

tips from their barber, stylist or neighbor does 

not constitute a sound financial plan. Investors 

need a professional resource to turn to, one 

with which they maintain an ongoing relation-

ship, sharing in-depth knowledge of their 

assets and plans, both long and short term. I’m 

confident that the financial industry will return 

to and surpass previous employment levels. 

What advice would you offer those pursuing 
this field?

Don’t expect to get the corner office your first 

day on the job; you will only be disappointed. 

The level of your success will be 90 percent 

directly attributable to the effort you put in and 

10 percent opportunity. The key to advancement 

is being ready for the next available position 

opening by continuing your education, showing 

your readiness to accept more responsibility 

and exhibiting attention to detail; a misplaced 

decimal point makes a big difference.  

What is the biggest advice you are giving 
your clients these days?

Stay the course. The reason “stay the course” 

works for us is that we don’t want to make 

impulsive, reactionary decisions based on fear. 

Early in 2008 we transitioned portfolios to a 

more defensive posture and this proved ben-

eficial to portfolio performance. We also made 

sure that our clients’ portfolios were appropri-

ately allocated to stocks and bonds in advance 

of the current crisis. Q

confidence needs to be bolstered. Hopefully, the new adminis-
tration in Washington will be conveying the proper signals. Also, 
financial sector balance sheets need to strengthen, and banks 
will need the confidence to start lending again.

Tell us how you are dealing with the changing economic times?
I remind my clients that when dealing with a rapidly changing 
world and increased volatility, a long-term plan using time-
tested investment principles is essential. Further, investors need 

to stay diversified among industries, sectors and by geographic 
region. And, of course, it is important to constantly monitor 
your portfolios and to understand the changes that are going on 
in the financial world.

What is the smartest move you recently made to weather the rocky 
economy?
We were quick to reduce positions in financial stocks. Though, 
in hindsight, it was perhaps not early enough to avoid all the 
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carnage. We felt it was likely to get worse before things 
improved, and we reduced exposure significantly early on. 
We’ve also thought favorably of consumer stocks throughout. 
Companies like McDonald’s and Wal-Mart have fared well.

Give us your best piece of advice during volatile economic times.
During volatile times, it is important to communicate with 
your investment advisor, or if you manage your own invest-
ments, stay tuned in to your portfolio. Monitoring levels of 
risk and exposure and understanding how that fits with your 
risk tolerance is the key to crafting successful long-term 
plans.

What should those who are close to retirement age do regarding 
their 401(k) plan?
For those who are close to retirement, a portion of their port-
folio should always be liquid for near-term needs. The bal-
ance of the assets should be diversified and include a portion 
geared toward the longer term. People are living longer, and 
this should mean some continuing commitment to equities, 
particularly growth stocks. 

PAuline (“Polly”)  Coll inS Heeney ’90 : 

Skip the mayday, stay calm. 
n economics and political science major with 
a minor in management, Pauline (Polly) Collins 
Heeney ’90 spent more than 12 years working 
in finance, beginning at Lehman Brothers in 
New York City right after her graduation from 

Wheaton. Most recently, she was a consultant, managing a 
hedge fund of funds for a private, 
high-net-worth family office. Now 
a stay-at-home mother of two, 
Heeney offers a unique perspec-
tive. “I still keep a close watch on 
the market and commentary, but 
I’m like most people out there, 
watching my 401(k) dwindle and 
wondering how I’ll pay for my 
children to attend college.”

What is the economic outlook in the 
next year? What do you foresee? 
I expect to see more job loss in the short term as corpora-
tions try to shrink in response to the smaller and more 

nimble economy. I believe it will get worse before it gets 
better for all into late 2009. The stock market may recover 
sooner, but it will take longer for those on Main Street to feel 
a recovery. I think it will be early 2010 before we feel that 
we are “coming out of the dark.”

Tell us how you are dealing with the changing economic times.
We are definitely spending less and thinking twice before 
going over budget on our home renovation project. We have 
two small children and are trying to make their education 
our priority; saving for education is that much harder in tight 
economic times. We are also making good use of the mem-
berships that we hold to various Boston-area museums and 
associations, since visiting these venues yields educational 
and cultural benefits for the whole family at a relatively low 
cost.

What is the smartest move you recently made to weather the rocky 
economy?
We started a renovation project on our home this summer 
when rates began to drop on home equity lines of credit. 
With lower rates, we were able to refinance our original 
mortgage and our line of credit into one 30-year mortgage 
fixed rate, which saved us more than 1 percent overall. We 
are very fortunate, as so many others have found themselves 
saddled with undervalued and over mortgaged real estate. 
We bought a small home we could afford on one salary 
when we moved to Newton in 2003 and have invested 
enough to make it comfortable for our growing family with-
out having our investment outweigh our home’s value.

Give us your best piece of advice during volatile economic times.
The last thing that ever works well is to panic in any situ-
ation. In swimming you drown; in finance you make the 
wrong decisions and often lose more. We all have different 
financial profiles, but we can evaluate where we stand more 
often in volatile times and be more responsible about the 
little numbers (wasting money on unnecessary expenses and 
fees) that add to big numbers over time. Most people in up 
markets rarely evaluate their 401(k)/retirement asset alloca-
tion. In any market, it is important to evaluate where you 
stand and where you should be positioned to see the most 
appropriate growth for your age and risk tolerance. Also, 
consider talking to a financial or tax advisor to see if you 
should sell and take smaller gains and then buy back the 
same stock at a higher cost to reduce your capital gains once 
the market improves.
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10 Things to Do This Year for Financial Well-Being 
By Carrie Shook Coolidge ’85 

A staff writer at Forbes magazine, Carrie Shook 

Coolidge ’85 offers 10 tips for those concerned 

about maintaining their financial health in the 

coming year. “These are really no-brainer, com-

mon sense tips,” says the former English literature 

major. “It’s the kind of advice I would give to 

anyone and the sort of column I might write for 

Forbes.” Coolidge has worked with the business 

and financial magazine for 12 years, writing on 

personal finance, insurance and real estate. She 

also does television appearances on behalf of 

Forbes and recently appeared on ABC’s “World 

News.”

1 Every employee who is eligible to participate in 

an employer-sponsored retirement plan, such as a 

401(k), should do so. Many companies contribute 

funds to their employees’ retirement accounts, so 

not participating would be walking away from free 

money. Now is a great time to start contributing 

to a 401(k) plan, if you are not already in one. Net 

asset values for most mutual funds are at 52-

week lows, which means your contributions will 

buy even more shares.

2 Avoid investing too heavily in your employers’ 

stock, especially in a retirement account. Never 

have all of your eggs in one basket. The company 

you work for could one day run into difficulties, 

and the last thing you want is for your liveli-

hood and your nest egg to be tied to its fortune. 

Consider what happened to employees at Enron. 

Many of them lost everything they had saved for 

their retirements.

3 If your retirement account has incurred losses 

due to the downturn in the stock market, sit tight. 

Don’t transfer your investments to another fund, 

because doing so would only lock in the losses. 

Unless you are planning to retire in the near 

future, allow those investments time to bounce 

back, which they should do over the long run. If 

you feel the need to tweak your strategy, consider 

reallocating future contributions to other funds 

you are more comfortable with. 

4 The stock market is still the best place to 

invest over the long run. The only way you can 

invest and beat inflation over a long period of time 

is by investing in the stock market. Rather than 

investing in individual stocks, consider investing 

in an index fund, which invests in an entire sector 

and is less risky. Choose an index fund with a 

reputable firm, such as Vanguard, that is known for 

its low fees.

5 If you own a home but have been thinking 

about moving into either a larger one or a smaller 

one, consider selling it now and renting for a year 

or two. Rent until you believe prices where you live 

are close to the bottom of the market. Tax rules 

allow homeowners who have lived in their primary 

residence for two years or longer to pocket, tax 

free, $250,000 in profits for an individual and up 

to $500,000 for a married couple filing jointly. 

While you rent and wait for real estate prices to 

fall, put your profits in a safe investment, such as 

a U.S. Treasury. 

6 If you have dependents, you should have life 

insurance. Even a stay-at-home spouse should be 

insured, as there would likely be additional costs 

to running a household in his or her absence. 

Term insurance is a more affordable option than 

permanent insurance. 

7 Consider buying a disability insurance policy, if 

you don’t already have one. During the course of a 

person’s career, he or she is three and a half times 

more likely to be injured and need disability insur-

ance than to die and need life insurance. One in 

three American adults will become disabled before 

age 65 for 90 days or more. One in seven will 

be disabled for five years or more. If you pay the 

premiums with after-tax dollars, the benefit will be 

entirely tax free. More than half of the employers in 

the United States offer some group coverage, but 

few employees take advantage of this benefit.

8 If you lose your job or are concerned that this 

is a possibility, do not allow your employer-spon-

sored health insurance plan to lapse before you 

have another lined up in its place. Participate in a 

COBRA plan that will extend your coverage for 18 

months. Although it will cost more than you were 

previously paying in premiums, it is vital that you 

continue to be insured. If you allow even one day 

to pass without being insured, a health insurance 

company could consider you uninsurable if you 

have a pre-existing condition. Should you still be 

unemployed as the COBRA plan nears its expira-

tion, enroll in a new individual health insurance 

policy for yourself and your family. I repeat: never 

allow your health insurance to lapse. Doing so 

could one day lead to financial ruin.

9 Check your credit report regularly to make 

sure it is accurate and that you are not a victim 

of fraud. Americans are entitled to receive a free 

credit report once every 12 months from each 

of the nationwide consumer credit reporting 

agencies. You can access your report at www.

AnnualCreditReport.com. The information in your 

credit report largely determines the size of the 

interest rate you will pay for your home mortgage 

and your credit card balances. Landlords and 

prospective employers look at credit reports to 

determine whether or not you will be a suitable 

tenant or employee. The premiums you pay for 

your homeowner’s and auto insurance policies 

are increasingly determined by a credit score—a 

numerical grade assigned to you based on your 

credit history and credit worthiness.

10 It is estimated that nearly 70 percent of all 

American adults do not have a will in place. If a 

person dies without a will, there is no guideline as 

to how his or her assets will be distributed or who 

will be the guardian of their minor children. The 

size of the estate doesn’t matter; there should be a 

will in place in all cases. Otherwise, the estate will 

be subject to state laws and it will be more costly 

and take much longer to be settled. Q

Carrie Coolidge lives in New York with her husband 

and two children. 
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By John Miller

Maybe it is just a professional liability, but I have spent much of the last few months thinking about 

when someone would have known they were living through the Great Depression. Would you have 

known as early as the October 1929 stock market crash that an economic collapse was in the mak-

ing? Or perhaps the magnitude of the situation would not have become clear until 1933, when the 

economy hit its low point and more than a quarter of the U.S. workforce was without work?

Without meaning to suggest that we already are in the midst of the next Great Depression—although 

a prolonged economic malaise is surely possible—I have put together a list of the top 10 ways to 

know whether today’s economic crisis is morphing into the next Great Depression.

10 Extreme inequality. In 1928, on the eve 

of the stock market crash, 23.9 percent of all in-

come went to the richest 1 percent of Americans. 

In 2007 the richest 1 percent of U.S. households 

received an estimated 23 percent to 24 percent 

of all income. That was the greatest concentration 

of income since 1928, and more than double the 

figure in the 1970s. 

9 Reports of panic-stricken Wall Street 
investors jumping to their deaths. In October 

1929, the stock market collapsed from its peak 

beginning with panic selling on Black Thursday, 

October 24, followed by a 12.8 percent drop in 

stock prices four days later and another 11.7 

percent drop the next day. The London tabloids re-

ported rumors that 11 investors had leaped to their 

deaths, and Will Rogers, the Depression-era humor-

ist, hyped the story. But it wasn’t true. Initial losses 

in the current stock market slide have been nearly 

comparable to those in October and November 

1929, save the single-day double-digit percentage 

drops; however, we have not read reports of inves-

tors jumping out of skyscraper windows. 

8 Dead cat bounce. Like even a dead cat, 

stocks will bounce if they fall from a great 

height. On November 13, 1929, the stock market 

reached a floor 47 percent below its October 

peak. The market then recovered. By April 1930, 

bargain hunters had driven stock prices back up 

to just 25 percent below their peak level. But the 

rally faltered, and the dead cat bounce gave way 

to a downward spiral that went on for over two 

years, until June of 1932, when stock prices hit 

the real floor, 89 percent below their peak value. 

When stock market prices plummeted by 40 per-

cent this October, bargain hunters then bid up the 

stock prices on the Dow Jones by 10.9 percent 

in a single day. But with plenty of bad economic 

news on the horizon, including reports of declin-

ing output, slumping retail sales, and massive job 

losses, stock market prices are unlikely to bounce 

much higher than a dead cat. 

7 Underwater investors. Today, many U.S. ho-

meowners are “under water,” owing more on their 

mortgage than the current value of their home.  

During the 1930s, not just houses and stocks 

lost value, but almost all financial assets, leaving 

investors across the board holding debt that 

exceeded the value of their assets. On the other 

hand, while the run-up in stock prices during the 

1920s was comparable to that in the 1990s, the 

Depression-era housing bubble can’t measure 

up to today’s housing bubble. Housing prices in 

the first half of the 1920s jumped up about one-

fifth. From 1998 to 2006, housing prices nearly 

doubled. At the end of 2008, housing prices are 

down 20.3 percent from their peak. But to restore 

a historically normal ratio of housing prices to 

median household income, home prices will have 

to fall another 10 percent from their peak value.  

6 Widespread bank failures.  Since August 

2007, 14 banks, three major investment houses 

and a giant insurance company have gone belly-

up, leaving the financial system “shaken to the 

core,” according to even the Wall Street Journal. 

But almost 10,000 commercial banks failed from 

1929 to 1934. In 1930, the New York-based 

Bank of the United States, one of the nation’s 

largest banks, failed, and 4,000 banks failed 

in 1933 alone. Later that year FDR declared a 

national bank holiday, and Congress established 

the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.

What is the safest way to invest?
It’s important not to change your standards and risk tolerance 
too much in very volatile times. However, there are terrific 
opportunities that come with volatility. This is a great time to 
really look at your current allocations — mutual funds, stocks, 
bonds, real estate — with a trusted financial advisor to see 
what has occurred in each sector. There might be an upside 

in the short to middle term (six months to a year), and one 
should reallocate accordingly. Even subtle changes now can 
mean larger recovery in the coming years. If one were to re-
finance a mortgage in this low rate environment and reinvest 
the cash flow savings on a monthly basis, one could see a 
tremendous difference over time. Q
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5 Liquidity Trap. During the mid-1930s, short-

term interest rates were continuously close to 

zero. That left the Fed with no room to cut interest 

rates further in an attempt to get investment 

spending going again. This September, when the 

financial crisis hit, the interest rate, or yield, on 

three-month Treasury bills, among the safest of all 

assets, plunged to 0.06 percent. That convinced 

Keynesian economist and New York Times 

columnist Paul Krugman that “we’re quite close 

to liquidity trap territory”—the point where, once 

again, monetary policy would no longer be able to 

lower interest rates to jump-start the economy.

4 Deflation. During the Great Depression, not 

just asset prices but prices across the economy 

dropped precipitously as goods went unsold. By 

1933 prices had fallen 25 percent from their level 

at the onset of the Depression in 1929. Today, the 

consumer price index, the most widely reported 

measure of inflation, fell in the last three months 

of 2008, and barely budged for the year, increas-

ing just 0.1 percent. That is the smallest increase 

since 1954. Should a widespread deflation take 

hold, sharp cuts in production and employment 

will surely follow.

3 A worldwide economic downturn. 
Economies across the globe collapsed during 

the 1930s. From 1929 to 1932, Gross Domestic 

Product, the broadest measure of national output, 

dropped 28 percent in the United States, 16 

percent in Germany, 8 percent in Japan, and 6 

percent in Britain. In the third quarter of 2008, 

U.S. economic growth turned negative and then 

fell precipitously in the last three months of the 

year, registering the biggest drop in output since 

1982. And the International Monetary Fund now 

predicts that in 2009 the 31 advanced economies 

of the world, including the United States, Western 

Europe and Japan, will contract as a group for the 

first time since the IMF was founded in 1945.  

2 Promises to balance the budget as the 
economy falters. In the summer of 1932, some 

three years into the Great Depression, candidate 

Roosevelt promised that he would slash federal 

expenditures by 25 percent and balance the 

budget. But upon taking office in the midst of a 

banking crisis, he relented and initiated the New 

Deal. He later famously declared that, “to balance 

the budget in 1933, or 1934, or 1935 would be 

a crime against the American people.” This year, 

even after the financial crisis had struck and 

Congress had passed a $700 billion bailout pack-

age, both major party presidential candidates con-

tinued to promise to balance the federal budget. 

Without massive government spending and without 

the political will to brand balancing the budget as a 

“crime against the American people,” today’s crisis 

might also drag on for a decade. 

1 Breadlines. We haven’t seen a return of the 

breadlines that formed in major cities across the 

country during the 1930s. But Suze Orman, a 

popular financial advisor, recently told a television 

audience that the economy would be in “intensive 

care for a year to 18 months” and was facing 

“five years of decline” that “could mean bread-

lines.” Some 2.6 million people lost their jobs in 

2008—the highest number of the postwar period. 

In Massachusetts the number of families seeking 

help from homelessness shelters had already 

reached record levels. Q

Professor of Economics John Miller writes about 

the economy for Dollars & Sense magazine.

Campus compass. Need career guidance in the tough job market? The Filene Center works 

with alums for up to five years after graduation. Contact a Filene Center Liaison in your geographical 

area for names of other alums for networking purposes. This list is on both the Filene Center Web page 

and the alumnae/i Web page at www.wheatoncollege.edu/careercenter. The alumnae/i Web page also 

includes the Career Center, a module that enables alums to post resumes, access jobs, get career infor-

mation and advice, and network with other alums. Participation in the Career Center requires registration.

Spring 2009 29



30 Wheaton Quarterly

s a young child, Amy Whitcomb Slemmer ’86 learned 
firsthand how to help people in need and make 
a difference in their lives. Her mother taught her 
compassion by example as she visited families as 
director of a county housing authority in Ohio, 

where Slemmer grew up in Perintown.
“I tagged along, doing lots of community service, reaching 

into communities where people simply had not had a break,” 
Slemmer recalls in her ninth-floor office above a narrow side 
street in downtown Boston. 

Her passion for helping vulnerable populations began  
with those early experiences and has grown over the years. 
Now, she is taking on one of Massachusetts’ biggest chal-
lenges—trying to preserve (despite recession-related budget 
cutbacks) the state’s gains in expanding health insurance cov-
erage to nearly every resident. Slemmer was recently named 
the executive director of Health Care For All, a consumer or-
ganization based in Boston that advocates for improvements 
in the access, delivery and quality of care in Massachusetts. 
She brings to her new job two decades of legislative, policy 

Amy Slemmer ’86 works to keep health coverage within reach. 
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and advocacy experience gained while 
working in Washington, D.C.

A political science major at Wheaton, she 
has spent her career helping people who 
lack health care, individuals who suffer from 
AIDS, and Washington residents who need 
voting representation in Congress. Prior to 
joining Health Care For All, she was the 
executive officer of biomedical services for 
the American Red Cross, which supplies 
nearly half of the nation’s blood supply. As president of her 
own consulting firm, she provided advice to a diverse group 
of health care organizations as they negotiated the federal 
legislative process.

In every instance, she felt compelled to lend a hand. “I 
come from a long line of assertive, socially minded women,” 
she says, including her maternal grandmother, Barbara Taylor 
Bodge Knowles, Class of ’34. “My grandmother became a 
widow, and six months later signed up to go to the Peace 
Corps, when she was 69.”

At Health Care For All, which was founded in 1985, 
Slemmer will provide overall strategic leadership of the 
organization, strengthen its finances and play a pivotal role in 
developing policy, legislative and fundraising initiatives. She 
says her initial goal is to encourage Governor Deval Patrick 
and the state legislature to maintain state subsidies for health 
insurance for moderate-income individuals. “That has to con-
tinue,” Slemmer declares.

An innovative Massachusetts law adopted in 2006 requires 
individuals to have health coverage or face financial penalties 
when they file their tax returns. Financing comes from the state 
and federal government, employers, individuals and health care 
providers. As of 2007, the state had the lowest rate of uninsured 
residents—5 percent.

Meanwhile, in Washington, President Barack Obama and 
a Democratic-controlled Congress have indicated they hope 
to make similar gains, perhaps drawing on the Massachusetts 
model. Montana Senator Max Baucus, chairman of the 
powerful Senate Finance Committee, has already proposed 
a similar mandate that individuals have health insurance, 
though Obama has been skeptical of such mandates. Large 
employers, health care advocates and unions—interest groups 
that are not often politically aligned—have met to try to shape 
a compromise to achieve universal health coverage.

 “I’m very hopeful and optimistic that there will be signifi-
cant reforms,” Slemmer says.

This is an issue she has been working on for a long time. 
After graduating from Wheaton, she landed her first job as a 
health researcher in the Washington office of Senator Edward 
Kennedy, a longtime advocate of universal health coverage. 

Majoring in political science prepared Slemmer well. 
And the natural leadership ability that Professor of Political 

Science Darlene Boroviak recognized 
in Slemmer has propelled her career 
forward. 

“I figured law school and the practice 
of law would be part of her life. She 
seemed to be on that track as a student,” 
Boroviak says.

After working in Kennedy’s office for 
two years, Slemmer was a legislative 
researcher at a major law firm. She also 

volunteered to tutor homeless children whose families the 
District of Columbia housed in run-down hotels.

As Boroviak anticipated, Slemmer did enroll in law school. 
She went to Georgetown University, clerked at another 
Washington firm and received her law degree in 1993.

Slemmer decided to study law “so I had a good historical 
background and the technical skills to be able to represent 
some of the people I had met,” she explains.

Last year, Slemmer started looking around for other opportu-
nities at nonprofits. Health Care For All was looking, too. She 
responded to an ad.

“I wanted to get back into health policy and was very inter-
ested to find an organization that’s been instrumental in mak-
ing a solution work,” she says, noting it represents a departure 
from “the theoretical work we’ve been doing in D.C.”

She started her new job in Boston in November. Charles 
Joffe-Halpern, president of the board of directors of Health 
Care For All, says that the resumés of more than 100 excel-
lent candidates were reviewed, but Slemmer was the perfect 
match. 

“Amy’s passion and commitment to social justice, her abso-
lute belief that access to affordable and culturally appropriate 
health care is a basic human right, her experience collaborat-
ing with others, and her open and approachable management 
style made her the number-one choice to lead HCFA into the 
future,” Joffe-Halpern says.

Eliminating the disparities that minorities face in health care 
is of particular concern to Slemmer: “It’s all about fairness and 
justice to me.” 

Her challenge at Health Care For All (whose finance and 
operations director is Rosemarie Boardman ’85) is to protect 
subsidized health coverage even as other state programs, 
including education, absorb budget cuts. The compassionate 
advocate with a ready smile and an ease of laughter is not 
daunted.

 “It’s critically important,” she says. “We see the benefits 
every day of people having access to health care, and I think 
all of us in the community are firmly committed to maintain-
ing those gains.” Q

Freelance writer Kenneth J. Cooper, a Pulitzer Prize winner, 
has been a reporter and editor for 30 years, including at the 
Washington Post.

A political science major at Wheaton, 

Slemmer has spent her career 

helping people who lack health care, 

Washington residents without voting 

representation in Congress and 

individuals who suffer from AidS.
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Wheaties 
working for 
red sox Nation

God love ’em. They are there through 

the good, the bad and the, well, let’s 

not even talk about it, loving every 

minute of Boston’s beloved Sox and 

Fenway Park. And lucky them—work 

is play. Q 
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From the moment Zoe Hack ’05 graduated 
from Wheaton, she realized the impor-
tance of staying connected. After all, it was 
a Wheaton connection that helped land 
her current job as assistant director of the 
Harvard College Fund fresh out of college. 

So it is no wonder that when the Alumnae/i 
Association began hosting receptions for 
young alums aimed at keeping them close 
to Wheaton and nurturing their leadership 
potential, she was so there. Hack attended 
the first event at the Four Seasons in Boston 
and the second at the Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater at the Joan Weill Center for 
Dance in New York, hosted by Wheaton 
Trustee Denise Jefferson ’65.

“I enjoyed reconnecting with people I 
knew as a student—both fellow students and 
staff—as well as meeting some of the trustees 
for the first time,” said Hack. “I left feeling 
proud to be an alum, excited about the direc-
tion the school is heading in, and committed 
to doing more to engage my fellow class-
mates in the Wheaton community.”

Engagement is exactly what the young 
alum receptions are after, in keeping with 
the Alumnae/i Association’s commitment to 
strengthen the ties between Wheaton gradu-

ates and the college. The effort is just one 
of many components of the organization’s 
strategic plan for the future. In the past year, 
the association has reached out in many 
ways to increase involvement, including 
through the men of color conference, which 
celebrated Wheaton’s growing diversity, and 
the revamping of the alum Web site, which 
now provides networking opportunities and 
career connections.

Initially, the Board of Trustees came up 
with the idea to host upscale receptions for 
young alums to cultivate the next generation 
of Wheaton leaders, said Sharon Howard ’87, 
executive director of alumnae/i relations and 
annual giving. “That notion coincided with 

association seeks to engage alums

ALUMNAE/I  AssociAtion nEWs

the Alumnae/i Association’s strategic planning 
process in which we identified our critical 
growth population—young alums,” she said.

The receptions go way beyond cocktails, 
fancy hors d’oeuvres and, in the case of New 
York, great entertainment courtesy of the 
Alvin Ailey dance students. They provide 
opportunities for alums to build relationships 
with trustees and Alumnae/i Association 
board members. “We knew being able to 
have some of our key trustees and Alumnae/i 
Association board members there was going 
to be a big draw. The Wheaton network is 
powerful,” said Howard.

At each event, trustees and association 
board members are paired with alums for 
conversation. The goal is for the affiliations to 
continue beyond the events.

Other opportunities are in the works for 
young alums to get involved, including a 
series of focus groups to discuss how to in-
crease participation in the Annual Fund and 
to build the Wheaton brand.

“We’re really excited about the events 
and that the association board members and 
the trustees are working together to connect 
these young alums, who are the future,” said 
Howard. Q

Alvin Ailey dance students 
entertain young alums at 
New York City reception. Ro
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The Alumnae/i Association is looking toward 

2014 and working to realize its vision—to 

inspire pride in and passion for a lifelong 

commitment to Wheaton. Read the details of 

the association’s strategic plan by visiting  

www.wheatoncollege.edu/alums

strategic planning for 
the future 
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One thing became clear in the 
speeches leading up to the his-
toric election of President Barack 
Obama—he is a fan of Abraham 
Lincoln. He referred to Lincoln 
in numerous speeches, includ-
ing after winning in November. 
Proof positive that Lincoln is 
just as relevant today as he was 
when he was the 16th president, 
trying to unify the country after 
the divisive American Civil War.

Peter W. Kunhardt Jr. ’05, 
who is the co-author of the 
recently released tome Looking 
for Lincoln: The Making of an 
American Icon, is not surprised. 
Five generations of his family 
have devoted themselves to 
the scholarship of everything 

Lincoln. They 
have admired 
the man, re-
searched him, 
and amassed 
a vast col-
lection of 
photos and 
memora-
bilia. Family 

members have written several 
books about Lincoln, adding to 
the more than 15,000 written 
about the statesman since his 
death.

Peter W. Kunhardt Jr. is co-
author of the latest book with 
his uncle Philip B. Kunhardt III, 
a writer-producer with Kunhardt 
Productions, and his father  
Peter W. Kunhardt, execu-
tive producer of Kunhardt 
Productions. (George Kunhardt 
’09 is Kunhardt Jr.’s brother.)

Kunhardt Jr., an art history 
major while at Wheaton, is the 
assistant director of photog-
raphy for the Gordon Parks 
Foundation, a division of the 
Meserve-Kunhardt Foundation 

Looking for Lincoln finds him fascinating
in New York. The foundation 
is dedicated to preserving oral 
and visual history and using it to 
educate and inspire. 

Esther Newberg ’63, a close 
friend of the authors, was the lit-
erary agent for the book. The ex-
tensively researched and lavishly 
illustrated publication, released 
in time to honor the bicentennial 
of Lincoln’s birth, was the subject 
of an article in The New Yorker 
in October. It also has received 
good reviews. Publishers Weekly 
wrote: “The Kunhardts’ book rep-
resents a visual and literary feast 
for all devotees of the sacred 
national idol that is Lincoln.”

 Said Kunhardt Jr.: “What’s 
different about this book is that 
it traces Lincoln from 1865, 
the year he was assassinated, 
to 1926, when his son Robert 
died at age 92. During that pe-
riod of time, Lincoln was still 
somebody people knew. He 
wasn’t a myth yet. He was still 
someone who people had per-
sonal stories about. They had 
heard his speeches. They had 
met him at events. This book 
takes the firsthand account of 
witnesses and analyzes them to 
understand the man, the myth, 
the legend. It’s a journey, look-
ing for Lincoln.” Q

lincoln log

Major William Neal Meserve was 

the great-great-great-grandfather of 

Peter W. Kunhardt Jr. ’05. He fought 

in the Civil War and kept a diary of his 

experiences, which he asked his son to 

illustrate with photographs. 

Frederick Hill Meserve was Kunhardt 

Jr.’s great-great-grandfather and was 

one of the country’s earliest collectors 

of photography. He became best known 

for his Abraham Lincoln collection 

and published a book chronicling the 

photographs in 1944. 

Dorothy Meserve Kunhardt was the 

alum’s great-grandmother and daughter 

of Frederick Hill Meserve. She was an 

acclaimed Lincoln scholar, collector and 

caretaker of the Meserve collection. She 

published books and articles using the 

content of the collection. She is best 

known for her children’s book Pat the 

Bunny. 

Philip B. Kunhardt Jr. was the alum’s 

grandfather. He was managing editor 

of LIFE magazine, but also worked with 

his mother (Dorothy Meserve Kunhardt) 

co-authoring books on Abraham Lincoln 

and the Meserve collection. In 1992, 

he published Lincoln: An Illustrated 

Biography with two of his sons, Philip 

and Peter. 

Philip B. Kunhardt III and Peter W. 

Kunhardt are Kunhardt Jr.’s uncle 

and father. They co-authored work with 

their father—Lincoln: An Illustrated 

Biography, P.T. Barnum and The 

American President. 

Peter W. Kunhardt Jr. ’05 is the fifth 

generation to work with the Meserve 

collection. Looking for Lincoln is his 

first book.

Peter W. Kunhardt Jr. ’05 looks over a vast collection of Lincoln photos.
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By Ted Nesi ’07 

professor murphy leaves a lasting impression

When I first met Professor of Political Science Jerry Murphy, during 
my junior year at Wheaton, I found him to be so enthusiastic about 
my first project for him that I wondered whether he might be putting 
me on. How, I wondered, could this 60-something-year-old man 
with a doctorate and a long, distinguished career possibly be so 
keen on my two-page essay about the federal gasoline tax?

Part of the reason, I later learned, was that Professor Murphy was 
a generalist in an age of specialists, a man who felt equally comfort-
able discussing Chinese-American relations or an obscure Danish 
dramatist. He was a true intellectual. The other reason, though, was 
that Jerry Murphy was always enthusiastic about everything he did.

Like so many others in the Wheaton community, then, I was 
stunned late last fall when I found out that my professor, mentor 
and friend had died suddenly of a heart attack on December 4. 
The news was all the more shocking because, despite his 70 years, 
Professor Murphy had always seemed to have more energy than 
students a half century his junior.

At the time I met him, Professor Murphy was the director of 
public affairs at Wheaton, where he worked in different capacities 
for 41 years. Before that, he had been a Loeb Fellow in the Harvard 
University Design School, vice president of government affairs at 
Siemens Corporation in Washington, D.C., as well as executive 
director of the Business-Higher Education Forum. He was, to say the 
least, well-rounded.

Word of his death spread quickly—I found out after getting a 
text message on my way to 
work—and it was met with an 
outpouring of grief. The day 
after his death, I drove back to 
campus, where the Office of 
Service, Spirituality and Social 
Responsibility had organized an 
informal gathering in the base-
ment of Cole Memorial Chapel.

Sitting there in the candlelit 
room, students, faculty, staff 
members and alums told stories 
about Jerry—and though many of 
them were new to me, in a sense 
they were all the same story, 
about a man who exemplified 
what Wheaton faculty members 
strive to do for all their students: 
educate, inspire and empower 
them.

It is not uncommon for 
Wheaton alums—even those who 
graduated many years ago—to 
talk about the professors who 
made a difference in their lives. 

Professor Murphy was one of those people. For more than seven de-
cades, and particularly during his many years as a teacher, he made 
a deep and lasting impact on hundreds, if not thousands, of people.

For Professor Murphy that was not nearly as hard to do as it might 
sound, because the interest he took in the world around him—and, 
particularly, the people in it—was the most absorbing and sincere 
of anyone I’ve ever met. 

Professor Murphy always had the utmost faith in the capabilities 
and possibilities of each of his students, usually much more than we 
ourselves did. And his enthusiasm was not limited to the all-stars, 
either—the Rhodes Scholars and SGA presidents among us. He 
gave just as much time and energy to people whom others never 
singled out. We all learned a great deal about living from him.

We learned other lessons, too. As a writer, one of the many things 
he taught me was never to use the word “must.” “The only things 
you ‘must’ do,” he told me, “are breathe and eat”—as opposed to, 
say, negotiate with Iran. He advised me to use “should,” and I do. 

That practicality was also why Professor Murphy succeeded in the 
corporate world, a distant and oft-maligned place to 20-year-olds, 
and one that his experiences helped to demystify. That experience 
made him an important role model, showing us we would not have 
to sell out to succeed in business so long as we held firmly to our 
values. 

Unfailingly polite and witty (even with a joke you’d heard once 
or twice before), he put the gentle in gentleman. With his combina-

tion of civics and civility, I always 
associated Murphy with the spirit 
of President Kennedy and the New 
Frontier of the early 1960s.

 More than anything else, 
though, I cherished Professor 
Murphy for his optimism. To him, 
realism never meant defeatism 
or, heaven forbid, cynicism. In 
that sense, he himself was a daily 
lesson to his students, who grew 
up in a world soaked in irony and 
distrust. 

Jerry understood something 
essential about life—that we have 
the power to make it rich and 
worthwhile, and to help make it 
that way for other people, too. 

That is not something we must 
do, of course. But he showed us 
why we should. Q

Ted Nesi ’07 is an award-winning 
journalist at the Providence Business 
News in Rhode Island.
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Learn how you can give for the future right now. 
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3556.

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. My way.
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Demetra Pulos ’74, P’08
Paralegal

Mother of Corinna McFarland ’08 (in photo)  
and son Kevan McFarland

Arts patron

Loves to travel, most recently to Paris and Italy

“I made arrangements in my will to leave 

some of my estate to Wheaton because of the 

great years I had there. My closest friends are 

still the women I met while I was in college. 

My daughter Corinna just graduated from 

Wheaton. It was so great to be in touch again 

with the Wheaton campus during her four-year 

experience. We will always have those happy 

memories in common to share.”
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Deborah Larkin McHugh ’94 
Quality Assurance Manager at Wyeth Biotech

Recipient of award for work excellence

Annual Fund supporter
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www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum/giving
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strives to meet high standards:
“My group oversees systems that ensure the integ-
rity of drugs produced by Wyeth Biotech that help 
people manage their illnesses. Communication with 
our worldwide contractors and customers is key. We 
have to understand their needs and issues to put 
forth the best solution.”

Knows the power of one:
“Wheaton helped shape me by making 
me feel like a person, not just a number. I 
became my own person, which helped me 
become a leader—confident in what I do 
and in myself.”

supports successful outcomes:
“Being a biochemistry major and soccer 
player at the same time at Wheaton was 
tough—early morning classes, late after-
noon labs, running to practice, finding time 
for all the homework. But I managed it 
all because I always felt supported by my 
professors. I contribute to the Annual Fund 
because I want to give students the same 
support that led to my success.”




