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BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

No time like now

But none of us have as much time
as we think. Sadly, we are reminded of
that on the In Memoriam pages of the
Quarterly each issue. This time, along
with all of the beloved alums, relatives
and friends who have passed away, we
note the loss of our beloved Grace Baron,
professor emerita of psychology. She died
on February 27 of pancreatic cancer.
We featured her in a cover story, “A spectrum of possibilities,” in the winter 2011
issue, for her work at the Groden Center in
Providence, R.I., where she was a consultant. Not only did her research on autism
benefit children on the spectrum and their
families, but she also opened many doors
there for Wheaton students and alums.
My last memory of Grace, who always
seemed to have a warm smile on her face,
was of her standing with her husband in
Clark Recreation Center a few years ago.
They were circling the room full of donated items, shopping together for treasures
at the community yard sale that Wheaton
sponsors at the end of the academic year.
They were both looking forward to decorating a home they had bought to enjoy

nicki pardo

We always think we will have time.
Time to pursue our dreams.
Time to repair old grudges.
Time to connect with friends, family.
Tomorrow.

In this 2010 photo, Grace Baron is working with a young student at the Groden Center, in Providence, R.I., where
she served as a behavioral consultant.

during their time together in retirement.
I had always meant to check back
with her to see what they ended up
with, but I never made the time to do
it. He died last year. Now she is gone.
Today is a precious, precious thing.
Hold it dear. Treasure it.
Celebrate it as you leisurely read this
issue of the magazine. Here you will

find Wheaton students, faculty and
alums making the most of “today” by
pursuing dreams (Ashley Jennings ’07,
shark research and teaching, page 26);
improving the lives of others (Ryan
Letada ’08 and his company Next Day
Better, page 30); and exploring stimulating academic collaboration (GoyaBeethoven cover story, page 18). Q

Make a commitment
President Dennis M. Hanno is encouraging all in the
Wheaton College community to commit to spending
at least 15 hours during the year involved in service
that “changes lives and strengthens communities,”
the theme of his inauguration.
We want to know how you are involved in changing lives and strengthening
communities through service, research, social entrepreneurship and other
ways.
Go online and tell us and send us a photo. We may share your story
online. Visit wheatoncollege.edu/sssr and click on the Wheaton Cares logo.
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The Quarterly
welcomes letters to
the editor on topics
you’ve read in these
pages or on other
topics concerning
the Wheaton
community.
Email us:
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
Or send letters to:
Sandy Coleman, editor, Wheaton Quarterly,
Wheaton College, 26 E. Main St., Norton, MA 02766

WheatonCollege

@wheaton

@PRESIDENTHANNO

BY DENNIS HANNO, PRESIDENT

Dream big
The process began with large meetings. In
separate sessions, more than 100 faculty
members and then staff members filled
Hindle Auditorium to talk about Wheaton’s
strengths and its future. It was fun, energizing. By the end of each session, flip-chart
pages papered the walls, filled with observations, aspirations and exhortations for how
to build upon the college’s great foundation.
This describes the beginning of our
strategic planning process, launched in
January. It’s inspirational, participatory
and creative. The goal has been to get as
many people as possible involved in thinking about what the future could hold and
should hold for Wheaton. Already, more
than 300 people have contributed their
ideas to the discussion. There’s room and
time for more, if you haven’t joined in yet.
The idea behind the discussions taking
place on campus, online and in cities across
the country is to identify what distinguishes
the Wheaton experience and what we do
really well. With these strengths as the
foundation, the process has encouraged
people to dream big: What are our aspirations for the college? What do we want
Wheaton to be in five years? What do we
want Wheaton to be known for? What
are the programs and practices that will
make us even more distinctive than the
rest of the nation’s liberal arts colleges?
The broad involvement from every corner
of the college community is encouraging.
Everyone involved has been energized
by the breadth of ideas. The passion that
people feel for the college comes through
in no uncertain terms, and this passion
has spurred new and innovative ideas that
will shape the college in exciting ways.
Certain themes and observations arise in
almost every conversation, no matter the
group of people. One consistent theme is
the pride in our Connections curriculum,
which is unique and worthy of building
upon. With that pride has come both the
recognition that we must continue to be
a leader in curriculum innovation and a
renewed commitment to providing one
of the best broad-based but connected

academic experiences in the world.
A second idea that arises consistently
involves further development of the research
and internship experiences that have been
a hallmark of a Wheaton education for
decades. We already have a vast array of
opportunities for our students to work with
professors on research, and we provide
significant support for students who want to
engage in internships. We already provide
funding for about two-thirds of Wheaton
students to pursue an unpaid internship,
service project or research with our faculty.
The strategic planning conversations have
allowed us to dream about what it would
mean if the college could offer that opportunity to every student. Not only would it
distinguish Wheaton as a leader in this area,
it would also truly set our students apart as
they pursue their aspirations after Wheaton.
We know that Wheaton’s emphasis on
learning in the classroom and beyond
already gives our students an edge, and
expanding the opportunities for funded
research and internships would help us to
have an even greater impact. Six months
after Commencement we surveyed the Class
of 2014 and found that 98 percent of the

SANDY COLEMAN

The broad involvement
from every corner of
the college community
is encouraging.
Everyone involved has
been energized by the
breadth of ideas.
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class had found success in reaching their
immediate postgraduate goals. What I think
is most impressive is that success for these
recent graduates manifested itself in a variety of ways—in landing jobs (63 percent),
enrolling in graduate school (22 percent),
or participating in national service, internships (9 percent) or fellowships (4 percent).
Results like this compare favorably with any
institution, and we can create even more
opportunity for our graduates with the ideas
arising out of the strategic planning process.
Experiential and interdisciplinary learning
are great examples of things that Wheaton is
known for and does well already. Focusing
on them provides us with an opportunity
to further distinguish the college by pushing ourselves to be more innovative and
to do more. The planning process has also
identified our tightknit and cohesive community as a core strength. Now it’s time
to think about how we can leverage these,
and other distinguishing characteristics,
to shape the future of this special place.
We need your voice and your involvement to help build this future. Between
now and the start of summer, the Strategic
Planning Task Force—comprising alumnae/i,
students, faculty and staff—will be seeking your input in various ways. Please
join us and share your ideas to help
make Wheaton stronger and better. Q

Visit us online
at wheatoncollege.edu/strategic-planning to
share your thoughts with the task force and to
check on our progress.
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Life beyond Earth
Professors win NASA research grant
Two Wheaton College professors and their
students are joining a $50 million, five-year
effort to study the origins, evolution, distribution and future of life in the universe.
Physics professors Geoffrey Collins and
Jason Goodman are members of a team of
researchers that won one of seven grants
from the NASA Astrobiology Institute (NAI).
The team—led by NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory and comprising approximately
20 researchers from colleges and universities around the country—will conduct
computer simulations, laboratory experiments and field research in extreme
environments on Earth to understand the
habitability of extraterrestrial icy worlds
such as Europa, Ganymede and Enceladus
(moons of Jupiter and Saturn).
The grant will bring approximately $280,000
to the college to support research efforts by
the faculty members and the undergraduate
students with whom they collaborate.
“This is going to open up a lot of good
learning opportunities for our students to get
involved in a large research effort,” Collins said.
Although this is the first grant the
two professors have won together, they
already share a research focus on the icy
worlds of our solar system. Collins studies
the surfaces of the icy worlds beyond
Earth. He most recently completed a global geological map of Ganymede, drawing
on data collected by the Voyager 1 and 2
missions as well as the Galileo orbiter. In
this project, he will be investigating how
water trapped under the surface can
transport biologically interesting materials
through the ice.
Goodman specializes in the emerging field of fluid flow dynamics and in the
oceans that scientists believe lie underneath
the icy surfaces of these astronomical bodies. He has won a previous grant from the
NAI, which has supported computer modeling of the way in which geothermal energy in Europa’s core may be spreading heat
and possibly the ingredients of life through
the moon’s oceans.
Collectively, the professors’ work deepens
our understanding of the potential for life
beyond Earth and helps to determine the
4 WHEATON QUARTERLY

Scientists are all but certain that Europa has an ocean underneath its
icy surface, but they do not know how thick this ice might be. This artist
concept illustrates two possible cut away views through Europa’s ice
shell. In both, heat escapes, possibly volcanically, from Europa’s rocky
mantle and is carried upward by buoyant oceanic currents.
If the heat from below is intense
and the ice shell is thin enough
(left), the ice shell can directly
melt, causing what are called
“chaos” on Europa, regions
of what appear to be broken,
rotated and tilted ice blocks. On
the other hand, if the ice shell

is sufficiently thick (right), the
less intense interior heat will be
transferred to the warmer ice
at the bottom of the shell, and
additional heat is generated by
tidal squeezing of the warmer ice.
This warmer ice will slowly rise,
flowing as glaciers do on Earth,

SOURCE: NASA/JPL

focus of future NASA missions, such as one
currently under consideration for Europa. At
the same time, their work studying planetary
forces elsewhere in the solar system also
enriches scientists’ knowledge of geologic
systems here on Earth.
“That’s always the hope,” said Collins. “By
going out and exploring other places in the
solar system, we can come back with a better understanding of how geologic processes
on the earth work.”
With both professors and their students
working on related projects, Collins and
Goodman are looking forward to creating
more of a community around their labs.
“This will give students a chance to work
out problems with each other and not just
with the faculty members,” Goodman said.
“It can be more productive and educational
for students to work out research problems

and the slow but steady motion
may also disrupt the extremely
cold, brittle ice at the surface.
Europa is no larger than Earth’s
moon, and its internal heating
stems from its eccentric orbit
about Jupiter, seen in the distance.
As tides raised by Jupiter in
Europa’s ocean rise and fall, they
may cause cracking, additional
heating and even venting of water
vapor into the airless sky above
Europa’s icy surface.
ARTWORK BY MICHAEL CARROLL FOR NASA/JPL

with each other.”
Wheaton student Ryan Farber ’15 presented computer modeling studies that he produced in collaboration with Goodman at the
Icy Worlds Astrobiology meeting last spring
in Pasadena, Calif., the only undergraduate to
have presented at the conference.
“He did a great job in delivering the
presentation, explaining the work and in
answering questions from the audience,”
Goodman said. “It was very impressive.”
Funds from the grant will create more
of these types of opportunities. The grant
will provide stipends for the faculty and
students to work during the summer, and
it will underwrite travel to conferences
and to NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in
Pasadena, the home base for the nationwide team of researchers. Q
—Michael Graca
WheatonCollege

@wheaton

Rossa Cole

Career bid
Summer internship at Christie’s turns into fall opportunity
While working as a summer intern at Christie’s
auction house in New York City, Jiaan “Rufus”
Chen ’15 was invited to view one of the items
up for sale, a 300-year-old Korean celadon
vase. An art history major with an interest in
East Asian art, Chen was thrilled by the chance
to examine the piece and even more excited
when he got to hold it. Then he learned the
vase was worth half a million dollars.
At that point, fascination turned to fear as
one thought came to Chen’s mind: “Don’t
drop it.”
Not only did the Wheaton senior not drop
the vase, he handled the rest of his summer
duties at Christie’s so well that his supervisor
invited him back in fall 2014 to help the auction house prep for their big September sale.
Each Thursday after classes ended, Chen
took a train from Providence to New York City,
working at Christie’s on Fridays and Mondays
and returning to campus Monday night.
Born and raised in China, Chen first came
to the United States at the age of 15 for
summer camp. His family later settled in San
Francisco and these days travels between
China and California. But Chen has found

He started the summer interning
in the Japanese and Korean art
departments, then began working
in the Chinese art department,
where his ability to speak Mandarin
and Cantonese came in handy.
a home on the other side of the country, in
New York City.
A business and management minor, Chen
learned about the Christie’s internship while
studying abroad last spring at Sotheby’s
Institute of Art in London, when a friend introduced him to someone who worked at the
auction house. He started the summer interning in the Japanese and Korean art departments, then began working in the Chinese
art department, where his ability to speak
Mandarin and Cantonese came in handy.
Much of the summer was spent preparing for
the September sale—cataloging items, contacting sellers and promoting the sale to interested
buyers. Chen also took advantage of weekly
lectures Christie’s offers to interns, which provided an insider’s look at the auction world.
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While discussing his fall plans with a
Christie’s director one day, Chen mentioned
he was looking at internships in the Boston
or Providence area. The director suggested
he instead continue working at Christie’s.
“He’s very good at what he does, very
calm and professional, and when he talks
to clients he really sounds like he knows
what he’s talking about,” said Audrey Lee,
Christie’s e-commerce sales coordinator for
Chinese ceramics and works of art.
When he graduates this May, Chen hopes
to continue working with art sales, gaining
field experience before eventually applying
to graduate school.
“Auction houses are my passion,” he said.
“There’s a lot of pressure, but you also get to
know a lot of people.”
It’s a job Chen feels well prepared for, both
by his internship and his studies at Wheaton.
“We have such an intense art history
program that helps students develop their
critical-thinking abilities,” he said. “They
have taught me how to write, how to collaborate with different departments.” Q
—Becca Manning
SPRING 2015 5
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A minute with … Zevi Rubin ’16
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and they were intrigued by the technology.
They invited me to come to some of their
training exercises to show the capabilities of
UAVs for rescue work. I have been to two
district-wide training exercises with them
now, flying once to carry a rope between
two cliff faces, as well as collect aerial
reconnaissance on the situation, and to allow
the commanding officers to keep visual contact with crew members who would ordinarily be operating in unseen territory.” Q
— Sandy Coleman

More online
Video of Zevi Rubin’s drones in
action: wheatoncollege.edu/
news/2014/11/12/
flight-plan/

KEITH NORDSTROM

If you look up in the sky while at Wheaton
and see a drone, Zevi Rubin can’t be too
far away. The computer science major has
become known for building (he has seven)
and piloting drones, which he prefers to
call multi-rotors, because drones get a
bad rap. Last semester he was a panelist
at Wheaton’s first Drone Camp alongside
professors. Spreading his wings: “I’ve been
working with the Film Department since
last summer, and I am now training students
to fly a Wheaton-owned multi-rotor to use
during film projects. I am always excited to
spread awareness about UAVs [unmanned
aerial vehicles] and some of their uses, and
I am excited to work with the school to start
developing new uses for the technology. So
many people have preconceived notions
about what a drone is and what it does. My
main goal when showing my work to people
is to show them that drones aren’t all bad.
In fact, my multi-rotor drones are actually
pretty fun.” Taking off: “I started making
drones about three years ago. I have always
loved remote-control toys, and specifically
airplanes. I had even tried getting aerial
footage of Vermont’s foliage from one of my
remote-control airplanes, but the platform
wasn’t stable enough to capture crisp
images. I found a few Chinese manufacturers who were starting to make
compact brushless motors, the heart
of the multi-rotor, and it just went
from there.” Flight plan: “Some of
the examples of practical uses for
drones that I am interested in are
search-and-rescue assistance
using thermal imaging cameras
to find individuals, and endangered species monitoring with thermal imaging
to detect and intercept
poachers. Currently, I’m
working with the Norton
and Bristol County fire departments as well as on a
3D-mapping project using UAVs. I got
involved with the fire department after
I filmed the Head of the Peacock boat
race from my quadcopter. The local station’s
dive team was there as a safety precaution

PETE BYRON

Ann Marie Brasacchio ’16 and Elizabeth Peterson ’15 on the stage of the Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey, following a performance of Henry VIII

Breaking down the Bard
Lexomics project tackles question of collaboration in Shakespeare plays
Scholars have long agreed that William
Shakespeare collaborated on a few of his
plays, but the question of who wrote what
parts has remained somewhat of a mystery.
Ann Marie Brasacchio ’16 and Elizabeth
Peterson ’15, under the guidance of
Professor of English Michael Drout,
have been unraveling that mystery using
Wheaton’s Lexomics program.
Recently, the students got the chance to
see Henry VIII—a rarely performed play
believed to be a collaboration between
Shakespeare and playwright John Fletcher—
on stage at the Shakespeare Theatre
Company of New Jersey. They talked with
the cast and directors afterward to get insight
into how the play may have been crafted.
“We asked if they noticed it being any
different from Shakespeare’s other plays,
having worked on it. One of the actors commented that sometimes she’d noticed her
character switching from calling somebody
‘you’ to ‘ye’ in the middle of a scene,”
Peterson said.
That observation fit with the students’
Lexomics analysis, in which they were able
to graph the usage of “you”—a Shakespeare

preference—versus “ye”—which Fletcher favored—and match it up with other evidence
to pinpoint which parts of the play likely
belonged to which author.
The Shakespeare project got its start about
two years ago when Brasacchio and Helen
Meng ’15 both approached Drout about applying the Lexomics system to Shakespeare.
During the summer of 2013, the students worked with Drout to break apart
Shakespeare plays using Lexos—the Webbased text analysis tool built by Wheaton
students and faculty—in an attempt to diagram and confirm which pieces were written
by which author.
The next year, Peterson got involved. She
spent the summer of 2014 working on the
new methods developed by Brasacchio and
Meng to delve even further into The Two
Noble Kinsmen.
“Our research helps to confirm that
Fletcher and Shakespeare collaborated
on the play,” Peterson said. “People have
proposed a lot of different results, but there
hasn’t been a definite answer. We’re gathering a lot of evidence to create a really strong
hypothesis that they probably collaborated
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and this is probably how they merged
together.”
They hope to submit an article about their
findings to a scholarly Shakespeare journal.
Meanwhile, Peterson is using what she’s
learned to write her senior thesis paper.
“I’m doing my thesis on different ideas
about collaboration and how to look
at things that were collaboration in the
Renaissance period from a modern perspective. That includes looking at how we
perceive work differently if it was written by
multiple people,” she said.
Peterson’s thesis questions the popular
idea that collaborative work is somehow
inferior to singular work.
Drout said he is constantly impressed
by the initiative his students take to
tackle complicated questions like the
Shakespeare collaborations. Another
student is applying Lexomics techniques to
classical Chinese texts.
“One of the great benefits of Lexomics for
me is it lets me look at things in a different
way than I would not have found just by
teaching it,” Drout said. Q
—Becca Manning
SPRING 2015 7
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Role models
UN team expands competition
schedule, wins award

Wheaton’s Model United
Nations team has had a
busy academic year. Not
only did they increase
their competition
schedule from one event
to five, but they also
brought home accolades
at their first competition.
Saba Mundlay ’17 received an honorable mention for her outstanding work as a
delegate at the National Collegiate Security
Conference, held Oct. 23–26, 2014, at
Georgetown University. She participated in
the conference’s Japanese Diet session, a
modern-day debate that examined Japan’s
constitutional policy regarding the stationing
of American troops and ships.
“In February 2014, one of the articles that
was put in place in the Japanese constitution
after World War II was reinterpreted, so the
debate we were having was whether there
needed to be an amendment made to the
constitution,” Mundlay said. “I was a member
of the Democratic Party of Japan. I defected
from my party, and I and a lot of the other
people formed a different party and managed
to gather the majority vote.”
Model UN was traditionally modeled
after the real United Nations, with college
teams taking on the roles of member nations to debate world issues. But that format
has changed over the years to include a
range of decision-making bodies, both current and historical.
“Model UN has become one of the
premier forms for collegiate debate and
collaborative negotiation,” team president
Michael Ratliff ’16 said. “It’s a holistic way
of looking at how to negotiate, how to come
into a situation, learn how to define your position and priorities and then work to defend
and persuade other people to work within
8 WHEATON QUARTERLY

Abe Ziner ’17, Marcel Angliviel de la Beaumelle ’15, Michael Ratliff ’16 and Saba Mundlay ’17

those priorities. It’s universally applicable to
students across disciplines.”
Ratliff, an economics major who plans
to double major in political science, is
hoping to expand the program’s reach and
competitiveness. For several years, the
team, led by faculty advisor Adam Irish, has
attended one conference annually, the
Harvard National Model United Nations.
This year, along with attending the Harvard
and Georgetown conferences, the team will
be heading to the Brown University Crisis
Simulation, Five College Model United
Nations and the New York University
Model United Nations Conference.
To prepare for these events, the team
holds simulated debates on campus that enable team members to flex their negotiation
skills and receive feedback.
“You’re assigned a role prior to the
conference that’s meant to be a starting
point from which you can do your own
research into the actual context and your
character’s role, but your role is not seen

as binding,” explained senior advisor
Marcel Angliviel de la Beaumelle ’15. “If
you just follow what that person would
do and use that as an excuse not to be
creative, that will work against you.”
A double major in international relations
and economics, Angliviel de la Beaumelle
has drawn on his Wheaton education during
Model UN debates, but the debates are also
their own learning experiences. Before attending the Georgetown conference, he did
a lot of research so he could play a member
of al-Shabab, a militant group involved in
the Somali conflict.
Mundlay, who plans to declare a political
science major, said Model UN has helped
teach her the importance of confidence,
adaptability and tact.
“I’ve studied a lot of political theory, and
I’ve found that those make for very good,
logical arguments,” she said. “And Model
UN has taught me a lot more history.” Q
—Becca Manning
WheatonCollege

@wheaton

Practicing multi-perspective problem solving
The world’s biggest problems won’t
be solved by politicians alone but
by experts and advocates from
many different fields.
That’s why professors Geoffrey
Collins and Adam Irish are bringing
today’s political science and
geology students together in one
room to debate real environmental
issues in a simulated negotiation
that shows them how complicated
yet important these interactions are.
KEITH NORDSTROM

“For a lot of students, it’s hard to
understand that when you confront a
problem like watersheds or climate change,
these aren’t problems that coercion or
single-state behavior can solve. These
are collaborative, cooperative issues,”
said Irish, whose “International Politics”
students were paired up with students
in Collins’s “Geology” course through
the “Politics and Global Chance” course
Connection during the fall semester.
Collins began doing the simulations several
years ago with now-retired political science
professor Darlene Boroviak, having students
look at issues ranging from the Antarctic
Treaty to the United Nations Law of the Sea.
“We wanted to come up with a
Connection that would emphasize the fact
that many of the pieces of politics that cut
across international boundaries have to do
with these global environmental problems
that confront us,” Collins said. “At the same
time, I wanted my students to realize that
you can know all kinds of things about scientific theories, but when it comes to making decisions about things in the real world,
science doesn’t always rule.”
In the latest version of the simulation, the
students were asked to negotiate international treaties among groups of nations that
share a river basin.
Daniela Pena ’18, who plans to major

Geology and international relations students debate
real-world environmental issues in class simulation.

in political science, represented Mali in a
debate over the Niger River. She said the
biggest challenge was considering how the
needs of other nations affected her country.
“This simulation really put world issues
into perspective for us and made us aware
that it’s not all about political theory,”
Pena said.
For Victor John ’15, an international
relations major, the conversation turned
toward the threat of ISIS in Iran, Iraq and
Syria. In the end, his group agreed on
shared use of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in exchange for a military agreement—
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a diversion that spurred Irish to point out
the need for strict agendas.
“I think political scientists should talk to
real scientists more,” John said. “The more
we can encourage understanding and discussion across disciplinary lines, the better
we can understand and eventually solve the
issues and conflicts that we face today.”
Margaret “Maggie” McDonough ’15, an
environmental science major, advised countries in the Brahmaptura and Ganges River
Basin. One of the challenges was getting
all players to understand how the actions
or inactions of one country upstream could
affect countries downstream.
McDonough was on the other side of
the debate when she took “International
Politics” her freshman year and called the
simulation “an interesting approach to a
complex problem.”
“As a scientist, and going into a profession
in the environmental science area next year,
it would be rare that I would only have to
communicate and deal with other scientists,” she said. “The approach Wheaton is
taking, which involves the connecting of
multiple disciplines, allows us to examine an
issue from both sides of the coin.” Q
—Becca Manning
SPRING 2015 9
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Matisse’s sculpture
Professor’s new book highlights artist’s lesser-known work

French artist Henri Matisse is primarily known
as a painter, but it is his lesser-known works
that were highlighted last fall in both an
exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in
New York City and a new book by Wheaton
art history professor Ellen McBreen.

10 WHEATON QUARTERLY

lot of artists could project their
own racial fantasies upon these
objects.”
The book explores an
episode in modern art history
known as “primitivism,” which
describes a Western fascination
with cultures imagined to be
more primitive than their own.
Alongside her research,
Matisse’s Sculpture features
150 illustrations—an element
McBreen felt was important,
although it made the publishing process a
challenge.
“The economics of academic publishing
are a little complicated, especially for those
of us who are writing about visual culture,
because the reproductions in the book are
very costly,” she said.
In many cases, that expense falls on the
shoulders of the author, who has to pay not

JONATHAN BELLER

Titled Matisse’s Sculpture: The Pinup
and the Primitive, the book was released
Oct. 14, 2014, by Yale University Press and
coincided with the October 12 opening of “Henri Matisse: The Cut-Outs,” an
exhibition featuring the colorful cut-paper
compositions the artist experimented with
late in his life.
For McBreen, who wrote her Ph.D. dissertation on Matisse’s sculpture in 2007 and
has been revising it into a book since then,
the timing is exciting, albeit coincidental.
“It’s a good reminder that even with artists
who are very canonical, there are still things
left to discover,” she said. “My book is about
early Matisse, before World War I primarily, and that exhibition is at the other end of
his life, but Matisse talked a lot about the
difference between sculpting and painting,
working in two and three dimensions, and
one thing that is often said about the cutouts
is that they allowed Matisse to carve directly
into color so that he was bringing together
that work in two and three dimensions.”
The book focuses on Matisse’s work with
sculpture, starting around 1906, which he
based on photographs instead of live models.
In the book, she asserts that Matisse was inspired by African sculpture, which was becoming more available in Paris around that time.
“African sculpture was something that
artists like Matisse were fascinated with, and
they educated themselves visually by looking closely at African sculpture. But one of
the interesting things about studying this history is that they didn’t really know that much
about what they were looking at. So in the
absence of direct scholarship or a body of
Europeans trying to figure out, and getting
wrong, what this African sculpture meant, a

Professor Ellen McBreen

only the museum or owner for the actual
file but also the Artists Rights Society for the
right to use the image.
McBreen received financial support
from the Office of the Provost and also
raised $5,000 through an online campaign
with Kickstarter. She also received editing
help from Wheaton colleagues and from research assistant Sarah Estrela ’15, who copy
edited the bibliography.
With the publication of her first book,
McBreen has already started working on her
next big project: an exhibition of Matisse’s
works alongside the objects from his personal
collection that inspired them, to be mounted
in 2017 at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.
“What we’ll do in the exhibition is unite
objects that Matisse borrowed ideas from,
things ranging from Chinese porcelain to
North African furniture to African textiles,”
she said. “While my book focused on a
more specific moment of Matisse’s engagement with sculpture, this next project looks
at the entirety of his career as scenes or
episodes in an ongoing dialogue with art
outside of Europe.” Q
—Becca Manning
WheatonCollege
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Beyond the book
Professor examines cultural influence of Little Women

How does a classic piece of literature continue to
grow, change and impact culture more than 140
years after its publication? Wheaton Professor of
English Beverly Lyon Clark explores that question in
her new book with Johns Hopkins University Press,
The Afterlife of Little Women.
Organized by time period, the book discusses public response, stage and screen
adaptations, fan fiction and other forms
the famous novel, written by Louisa May
Alcott in the late 1860s, has taken through
the years.
“It’s such a rich text. It can be taken in so
many ways,” Clark said. “It’s a text you will
find on evangelicals’ home-schooling reading lists, but it’s also popular among groups
interested in queer readings, people who
are interested in goddess worship, all these
different groups that make rather unusual
bedfellows. They all seem to find something in the book that is quite exciting.”
Clark began working on the book as a
“quick excursion” from another long-term
project.
“What I hadn’t fully anticipated when I
embarked on the project was how it was
going to open out into so many other areas,”
she said. “I am looking at individuals’
responses and reviews, but I’m also taking
a broader look at adaptations of all sorts,
illustrations, the Orchard House Museum,
even some translations. I’m learning a lot
more about my discipline.”
The project has also provided several opportunities for Clark to work with students,
with support from the Mars Fellowship
Program, Mellon Faculty/Student Research
Grants and the Wheaton College Student/
Faculty Research Partners Program. These
students—Haley Fisher ’15, Iris Doubleday
’14, Courtney LaBrie ’13, Erin Kole ’12, Fiona
McQuade ’05, Rachel Kapelle ’01 and Karen
Mlyniec ’01—helped by searching through
newspaper databases, reading online fan fiction, transcribing clippings and letters, and
scanning items.

Professor Beverly Lyon Clark

Clark’s examination of the influence of
Little Women starts with the 1900s, when
Alcott’s novel was at its peak in popularity.
That time period also saw the first authorized
dramatization of the book, which played on
Broadway in 1912 and achieved surprising
success. There was also a silent film, released
in 1919, which has since been lost.
The next film version, released in 1933
and starring Katharine Hepburn as Jo, was
better received and was followed in 1949 by
another version, less popular but featuring
Elizabeth Taylor as blond sister Amy.
Clark also studies books that have been
based on or inspired by Little Women,
including Geraldine Brooks’s March, a 2005
retelling from the father’s point of view,
and Barbara Kingsolver’s The Poisonwood
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Bible, a 1998 novel narrated by the wife of a
Baptist missionary and her four daughters.
And the professor takes a close look at online fan fiction—stories that stay true to the
book’s characterizations while changing key
plot lines or other aspects of the story.
“Anyone who has read Little Women can
well imagine that a popular thing to do is to
find a way for Jo to marry Laurie. Whether
it’s through an anachronistic divorce or just
rethinking a particular scene and how they
end up together, that’s a popular theme in
fan fiction,” Clark said.
Through an informal survey she does each
year in her children’s literature course, Clark
has found that Little Women is not as often
listed among the most important books in
students’ childhoods, as it was a few decades ago. But the novel remains a topic of
interest to many.
“With the publication of Alcott’s lost
thrillers in the 1970s and the rise of feminist
approaches to literature, the intellectual elite
have become more interested in and excited
about Alcott’s work, even as popular appreciation is dwindling,” Clark said. Q
—Becca Manning
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Professor and students examine epidemics
In 2014, the largest
Ebola epidemic in
history affected several
countries in West Africa.
Coincidentally, before the
outbreak became a major
media story, Associate
Professor of Sociology
Karen McCormack was
already exploring health
and crime epidemics in
her First-Year Seminar (FYS)
“Epidemics, Contagion and
Inequality.” We talked to
her about the course.
Tell us about the focus of your FYS and how the
idea for it came about.
Over the past decade or so, many social
scientists have used the techniques of epidemiology—the study of the determinants
of health and the process and patterns of
disease transmission—to learn about other
social phenomena, like crime or even fashion
trends. I’ve been fascinated by this attempt
that parallels the work of sociologists to
understand how contagion works, and how
and why some people (as well as some
neighborhoods, communities, and even states
and countries) exhibit some degree of immunity from certain conditions. “Epidemics,
Contagion and Inequality” allowed me to
explore these patterns with students.
How does it relate to your research field?
I am interested in social networks and how information and ideas spread between people.
In the era of social media, we’re used to
thinking that everything spreads rapidly, but
this is a selective process, and I’m interested
in how things—from social relationships
to understandings of events to behaviors—
spread. One of the important factors that we
explored throughout the class is the impact of
inequality on outcomes across communities,
12 WHEATON QUARTERLY

states and countries. States with lower levels
of inequality—New Hampshire and Vermont,
for example—have healthier populations,
with lower crime rates and higher levels of
trust among people. Inequality is an important
determinant of health and well-being, and
exploring how inequality impacts people and
communities has been a focus of my research.
How did you incorporate discussions about
Ebola into the FYS?
We spent the second week of the semester reading about an earlier outbreak of
Ebola, along with what was going on at the
time. When I planned out the semester, I

hadn’t intended to return to Ebola, but we
did several times when it became clear
that this was a much larger and longer
outbreak than earlier ones. We discussed
a number of issues, including the difficulties of providing care in rural communities,
the mistrust of doctors in many remote
villages, the fear in the U.S., and certainly
the media response to the U.S. cases.
Why has it gotten so much media attention?
Because it is unknown and scary. There
are many diseases that kill large numbers
of people worldwide, like tuberculosis,
which the World Health Organization
WheatonCollege
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PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND
CREATIVE WORKS

Faculty
That vulnerability makes us more fearful,
and this makes for a good news story.

NICKI PARDO

What social factors pose a threat to health in
cases like this?
A health infrastructure in West Africa that
was inadequate for coping with a major outbreak meant that it took time and resources
just to construct the facilities that could treat
patients. The lack of a developed health care
system increased risks for health providers
and family members (often the traditional
source of care). But stigma and fear can also
pose a serious threat. When people avoid
the health care system, or are concerned
about possible retaliation on the job or in
school or from their families, then they may
postpone treatment and risk infecting others.

estimates killed 1.5 million people in 2013,
that receive very little media attention.
Even when those diseases do re-emerge
in the United States, there is little attention, for two reasons: first, because they
are familiar and understood, and second
because when something like TB kills in
the U.S., it tends to afflict the poorest and
most vulnerable populations. Ebola, on the
other hand, has been studied for decades,
but there is still a great deal about how to
treat it that we do not know. While it has
not been socially neutral—affecting all
people equally regardless of class or status—
there is a sense that we are all vulnerable.

How can discussions such as the ones in your
FYS help with the Ebola crisis?
The more that we can understand the social
processes involved in disease transmission, the better able we will be to respond
to crises. The more people talk openly, the
more they will be able to respond rationally.
I recall one week during the semester when
many rumors of cases of Ebola in the U.S.
were going around on social media, most
of which turned out to be false. I think that
because we were talking in class about the
disease and the media coverage, students
were better able to recognize these as rumors and wait for confirmation. But maybe
more importantly, my FYS students wanted
to take the conversation out of our classroom, and so we hosted an event where we
streamed a webcast from Doctors Without
Borders on the work that they are doing in
West Africa to hear directly from health care
workers who are dealing with the crisis.
What lessons can be learned from this
outbreak?
First, that social networks and connections
matter a great deal in the spread of disease,
ideas and many other things. By understanding the process of the transmission of
these things, we can intervene much more
effectively. Second, that the news media is
not simply a mirror for important events,
but is actively constructing those events. Q
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Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, professor of religion,
wrote the article “Food and Meals,” published in the
Oxford Encyclopedia of the Bible and Law (Oxford
University Press, 2015). He also, along with Betsey
Dyer, professor of biology, co-wrote the article
“Cultures on Ice: Refrigeration and the Americanization
of Immigrants in the First Half of the Twentieth
Century,” published in Food & Material Culture:
Proceedings of the Oxford Symposium on Food and
Cookery 2013 (Prospect Books, 2014).
Delvyn Case, assistant professor of music, had his
holiday overture “Rocket Sleigh” performed at the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in
Washington, D.C., by the National Symphony Orchestra
in December 2014, as well as by numerous other
orchestras during the holiday season.
Beverly Clark, professor of English, published The
Afterlife of Little Women (Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2014).
Geoffrey Collins, professor of geology, co-wrote the
article “Tectonic Activity on Pluto After the Charonforming Impact,” published in the journal Icarus
(January 2015).
Michael Drout, professor of English, co-edited
Tolkien Studies: Volume 11 (West Virginia University
Press, 2014), and published the audio college course
“Singers and Tales: Oral Tradition and the Roots of
Literature” (Recorded Books: Modern Scholar Series,
2014). He also co-wrote the article “Lexomic Analysis
of Medieval Latin Texts,” published in the Journal of
Medieval Latin 24 (December 2014).
Nancy Kendrick, Prentice professor of philosophy,
presented “Mary Astell’s Anti-Aristotelian Theory of
Friendship” at the Northern New England Philosophical
Association meeting held at the University of
Massachusetts-Dartmouth Oct 17–18, 2014, and at
the New York/New Jersey Research Seminar in Early
Modern Philosophy on October 22 at John Jay College
in New York City.
Lisa Lebduska, professor of English, wrote the article
“Literacy Sponsorship and the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill,”
published in the journal Literacy in Composition Studies
(2014).
Rolf Nelson, associate professor of psychology, and
Jason Reiss, assistant professor of psychology,
co-wrote the article “The Shape of a Hole Is Perceived
as the Shape of Its Interior,” published in the journal
Perception (2014).
A. Javier Trevino, professor of sociology, wrote the
article “C. Wright Mills as Designer: Personal Practice
and Two Public Talks,” published in the journal
American Sociologist (December 2014).

Alumnae/i
Kenneth Babby ’02, owner and chief executive officer
of the Akron RubberDucks, was elected chair of the
10-member board of directors of the Minor League
Baseball’s Baseball Internet Rights Company.
Jeniffer Hargroves Cox ’00 has been promoted from
captain to major in the U.S. Army. Q
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Outstanding in his field
Mike Gibbons ’15 signs with New York Mets

Mike Gibbons’s earliest baseball memories are like
those of many kids: He played catch for hours in his
yard; imitated batting stances and pitching motions
of his favorite players; and pursued the sport in Little
League and high school at the encouragement of
his parents, who had both played college sports.
But not every kid gets to live the dream of
playing for a Major League Baseball team.
He will. In the fall, Gibbons signed on with
a major league team—the New York Mets.
“Every baseball player dreams of having a
chance to play in the big leagues, so signing
that contract with the Mets was certainly
a big goal that I accomplished,” said
Gibbons, who competed for Wheaton’s
baseball team the past three seasons.
Gibbons, a right-handed
pitcher, is the third
member of
Wheaton’s
baseball
program to sign
a contract with
a major league ball
club. Chris Denorfia
’02—now a member of the Chicago
Cubs—was the first
to advance to the
major leagues, as
he was drafted by
the Cincinnati Reds
in the 19th round of
the MLB amateur
draft in June 2002.
Jamie Baker ’06
also inked his name
on a professional
contract, signing
with the San Diego

Padres in September 2006 after playing
one full season with the Nashua Pride.
Yet, unlike Denorfia and Baker,
Gibbons is the first student-athlete to
be offered, and sign, a professional
contract before his senior season.
“I was truly excited for Mike
the day he signed,” said
Wheaton head coach Eric
Podbelski. “Mike never
played to get drafted,
he just played and did
the best he could for
Wheaton College.”
Over the past three
seasons, Gibbons
compiled a 9–3
record and a 2.63
earned run average
(ERA) through 106
innings of work. Last
spring, he appeared in
12 games—started nine
contests—and posted
a 4–1 record with a 1.89
ERA alongside 37 strikeouts in 57
innings pitched. He held opponents
to a .203 batting average and forced
numerous hitters to ground out.
“We allowed Mike to develop at
a pace that was right for him,” said
Podbelski, “and when he was ready,
the innings were there for him. Mike
was humble and willing to work for

what he got and he never had the expectation of anything being handed to him.”
Ryan Parker ’01, a former player and
pitching coach for the Lyons, said, “Mike
was a model of progress over his first three
years in the program. He learned how to
take himself seriously and how to get the
most out of himself on a daily basis through
preparation, routine and conditioning. All
his efforts were noted by coaches and teammates alike, and now Mike gives the program another example of what is possible
if you truly bear down and maximize your
talent and opportunity while at Wheaton.”
While Gibbons improved each spring
with the Lyons, he also gained additional
experience on the mound when he pitched
for the Torrington Titans of the Futures
Collegiate Baseball League last summer.
Totaling 50 2/3 innings of work, Gibbons
struck out 59 batters—third in the league—
and held opposing hitters to a .240 batting average. His efforts carried the Titans
to the second round of the playoffs.
It’s unknown which minor league
affiliate he’ll pitch for; however, he is
focused on proving that he belongs.
“To get to the next level is obviously
everyone’s goal, so I plan on just working as hard as I can, learning as much as
I can and improving as much as I can.”
No matter what, Gibbons, an economics major, knows that Wheaton
has prepared him for future success in either baseball or business.
“Wheaton really offered the best opportunity that a school could offer as far
as giving me the full package. Obviously,
looking past my baseball career, I wanted
a school that would challenge me in the
classroom as well as on the baseball field
and Wheaton did just that,” he said. Q
—Matt Noonan ’10
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Replay: Fall in review
Men’s cross country

Men’s soccer

Conner Bourgoin ’16 and Dylan Cooper
’17 each appeared on the New England
Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference
(NEWMAC) Academic All-Conference list.
Wheaton
finished
fourth at the
conference
championship, its best
Cooper ’17
placement in Bourgoin ’16
NEWMAC Championship races since 2004.

Women’s cross country

O’Toole ’15

Silva ’16

Hawes ’17

Sonrisa O’Toole ’15, Jordan Silva ’16
and Rachel Hawes ’17 each collected
NEWMAC Academic All-Conference
honors. The blue and white finished third
at the NEWMAC Championship, registering their highest finish since 2008.

Field hockey
Dana MacDonald ’15, Sarah McNicholas
’15, Madison Wolters ’15 and Amelia Gage
’17 each received Academic All-Conference
honors. Wolters, who was named second team all-conference, finished with a
league-best
129 saves.
Wheaton
won 10
games, the
most the
team has
MacDonald ’15
McNicholas ’15
compiled
since posting
a 10–9 mark
in 2011.

Finkelstein ’15

Blair ’15

Davis ’17

Luke Finkelstein ’15 and Travis Blair ’15
were voted to the National Soccer Coaches
Association of America (NSCAA) Division
III All-America first team and third team,
respectively. Both players also collected
Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC)
Division III New England Men’s Soccer
and NSCAA All-New England Team accolades, while Kevin Davis ’17 appeared
on the NSCAA All-New England second
team. Wheaton returned to the NCAA
Tournament for the second straight season,
but fell to the eventual national champions,
Tufts University, in the second round.

Women’s tennis
Kathryn Burleson ’15, Stasia “Stassy”
Furber ’16, Caroline Stanclift ’16 and
Amanda Brazell ’17 each appeared on the
NEWMAC Academic All-Conference team.
On September 20, Alexandra Marlowe ’15
claimed her 50th career singles and doubles
victory. She is currently ranked No. 24 in
the Northeast region via the Intercollegiate
Tennis Association. Wheaton appeared in
the conference tournament for the 14th
straight
season, but
fell to Mount
Holyoke
College in
the quarBurleson ’15
Furber ’16
terfinals.

Stanclift ’16
Wolters ’15

Women’s soccer

Brazell ’17

Marlowe ’15

Lauren Corigliano ’15
concluded her career in
a Wheaton uniform by
collecting ECAC Division
III New England Women’s
Soccer All-Star first team,
Corigliano ’15
New England Women’s
Intercollegiate Soccer Association (NEWISA)
All-New England second team and NSCAA
All-New England first team accolades.
Wheaton collected its third consecutive
NSCAA Team Academic Award and reached
the NEWMAC Tournament Championship
game for the 14th time in program history.

Women’s volleyball
Deirdre Wilson ’16, an American Volleyball
Coaches Association (AVCA) All-America
honorable mention, earned AVCA All-New
England Region honors, while being named
to the all-conference second team. Colleen
Koen ’17 concluded the fall with 147 kills
(third on the team)—a single-season mark.
Wheaton totaled 1,329 kills (11.56 per set),
earning an
eighth-place
mark in
single-season history,
too. Robyn
Wilson ’16
Koen ’17
D’Agostino
’16, Taylor
Matook ’16
and Wilson
each earned
spots on the
NEWMAC
D’Agostino ’16
Matook ’16
Academic
All-Conference list, and Wheaton concluded
its campaign 18–14 overall, posting its
highest win total since 2009 (18–15). The
Lyons also compiled 15 or more wins in a
season for the 15th time in program history
this year and competed in the NEWMAC
Tournament for the first time since 2008. Q
—Matt Noonan ’10

Gage ’17
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SNAP SHOTS

Responding to
Ferguson
Students staged a
December “die-in”
to decry racism, as a
response to incidents
in Ferguson, Mo., and
elsewhere. The event
was organized by the
Roosevelt Institute and
the theme house Together We All Prosper
(TWAP). The college
also hosted a panel discussion on racism, with
Dolita Cathcart, history
professor, and Michael
Sawyer, visiting political
science instructor.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Drone camp fun
Wheaton hosted its first Drone Camp in November to address issues surrounding drones. The event featured
flying lessons and a panel discussion with Associate Professor of Film Studies Josh Stenger, drone expert Zevi
Rubin ’16, Assistant Professor of Psychology Matthew Gingo and Visiting Political Science Instructor Michael
Sawyer. Assistant Professor of Filmmaking Patrick Johnson served as moderator.
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Merry making

KEITH NORDSTROM

During the Faculty-Staff Holiday Craft
Fair in December, more than 50 students,
faculty, staff and visitors collaborated on
the building of a temporary floor-to-ceiling
sculpture made of bamboo and heavy-duty
zip ties. The project was sponsored by
the group #Wheatonmakes, as part of the
college’s InterMedia Arts Group Innovation
Network (IMAGINE).
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Veterans Day parade
President Dennis M. Hanno and the
Wheaton community participated
in the Veterans Day parade and
ceremony presented by the town of
Norton, Mass.
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The art of
collaboration
Professors, students engage in multifaceted
exploration of Goya, Beethoven
By Becca Manning

It is not known whether Ludwig van Beethoven
and Francisco José Goya y Lucientes ever met. But
the fact that their artistic lives were so strikingly
parallel and intriguing inspired two Wheaton
College professors to team up to teach a set of
interdisciplinary courses on the two men.
The fall courses took students from Norton to
Boston and New York, immersed them in a world of
symphonies and fine art, and had them buying prints,
curating an exhibition, attending concerts and learning
from renowned experts, including an alumna who cocurated the first North American exhibition of Goya’s
work in 25 years.
The collaborative project was, as
Professor of Music Ann Sears put it, “a
monumental task,” but one in which she
and her colleague, Professor of Art History
Evelyn Staudinger, “relished every moment.” It was also one that had a profound
impact on Wheaton students, who acquired
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professional skills, made valuable art industry contacts, and greatly benefited from the
varied and diverse approach to learning.
“The course has opened my eyes to the
social complexities of Beethoven’s music,
to the life of Goya—who is nearly a friend
at this point—and to the value and won-

derful accessibility of art collecting,” said
Kathleen “Lena” Sawyer ’15, an art history
major. “It’s been quite a ride, but experiential, interdisciplinary learning—especially
when mediated by someone like Professor
Staudinger and Professor Sears—has
proven itself to be far more poignant than
simple classroom learning.”

Making the match
For several years, Staudinger had been
planning to teach a course on the Spanish
painter Goya, knowing that friend and fellow art historian Stephanie Loeb Stepanek
’65 was organizing a major exhibition of
Goya’s works at the Museum of Fine Arts
in Boston, where she is curator of prints
and drawings. After about a decade of
planning, “Goya: Order and Disorder”
opened at the MFA on Oct. 12, 2014.
Sears had already taught courses on
Beethoven—one of her favorite subjects
to teach. And when the two began talking about wanting to engage in something new and creative at this point in
their long teaching careers, a partnership
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began to take shape.
Goya was born in Spain in 1746, while
Beethoven was born in Germany in 1770.
They died within a year of each other—
Beethoven in 1827 and Goya in 1828. They
also shared a devastating loss: Both men
went deaf, a few years apart, Beethoven
at 26 and Goya at 47. And the similarities
didn’t end there.
“Both heralded in the period of
Romanticism in art and music, creating
works that had never been seen nor heard
before. At first producing art and music for
a primarily aristocratic audience, their art
crossed social boundaries by the end of
their careers,” Staudinger said. “Both had
political views that were largely shaped by
the Enlightenment and later the Napoleonic
wars, and that informed their work to a far
deeper degree than their predecessors. As a
result, each created paintings/prints and mu-

Evelyn Staudinger, professor of art history, and Ann
Sears, professor of music at Wheaton College, attend
a Goya reception at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.

sic that at times could have been interpreted
as politically and socially subversive.”
Inspired by these commonalities, the professors applied last winter to co-direct the
Wheaton Institute for the Interdisciplinary
Humanities (WIIH) in 2014–15, planning to
teach their music and art history courses collaboratively, cross-lecturing to each other’s
classes, bringing in outside speakers, and
organizing a number of events and trips to
bring their lessons into the real world.
Founded in 2012 by Associate Professor
of Art History Touba Ghadessi and Associate Professor of History Yuen-Gen Liang,
the WIIH gives students the opportunity to
develop professional skills while focusing on
an interdisciplinary theme in the humanities;
Wheaton is one of only a dozen under-

graduate institutions in the country to have
a humanities center, and it is unique in its
central focus on undergraduate education
and professionalization. Past WIIH courses
have tied together the humanities and professional fields such as medicine, business,
engineering and law, as well as illustrated
how the humanities are in active dialogues
with new media and technologies. Students
enrolled in WIIH courses become WIIH Fellows and employ the knowledge they learn
in the classroom by conceptualizing, organizing and promoting WIIH events that are
often open to the larger public. Essentially,
the WIIH helps students acquire real-world
skills by bridging academic studies and the
professional world.
“We thought it would be a wonderful
challenge,” Staudinger said of co-directing
the WIIH with Sears. “We both love the humanities and the arts, and we thought we’d
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Rock stars and symphonies
Students taking Sears’s and Staudinger’s
WIIH courses were required to participate
in a minimum of seven activities outside
of class. The busy schedule kicked off in
September with a trip to hear the Boston
Symphony Orchestra perform the music of
Beethoven and Mozart.
Deanna White ’15, an art history major,
said the symphony performance was one of
her favorite activities.
“I’ve always loved listening to classical music, and now, after learning about
Beethoven and doing a lot of research on
his life, it felt like I finally got it. I hear the
nuances that he was going for. I was able to
see why what he was doing was so phenomenal at the time and why it still resonates in
Western culture today,” she said.
In early October, Goya scholar Janis
Tomlinson visited campus to give a guest
lecture titled “The Changing Image of Goya:
Recent Discoveries and New Questions.” In
her talk, Tomlinson, currently the director
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work really well together. With a groundbreaking show set to open in Boston at the
same time, tying together Goya, Beethoven
and the WIIH just made sense.”
“Beethoven is such an iconic composer.
His music has been used by so many different constituencies to convey so many
different messages, and the music is extraordinarily memorable,” Sears said. “With the
chance to collaborate in an even more interdisciplinary way than usual with Evie’s class
on Goya, and the fact that this enormous
exhibit was opening at the MFA, it was really
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”
International Goya scholar Janis Tomlinson presents “The Changing Image of Goya” at Wheaton.

of university museums at the University
of Delaware, used letters, news clippings,
sketchbooks, biographies and the artwork to
unpack myths about Goya, who has been
called, among other things, a rabble-rouser,
revolutionary, intellectual, family man and
artist in crisis.
In introducing Tomlinson, Staudinger
referred to her as the students’ “intellectual
equivalent of a Goya rock star.” Tomlinson
has written numerous books and papers on
the artist, including two textbooks used in
the Goya class.
Tomlinson’s talk was dedicated to the late
Pianist Victor Rosenbaum performed an all-Beethoven
concert at Watson Fine Arts’ Weber Theatre.
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Eleanor Sayre, former curator of prints and
drawings at the MFA and someone who
helped nurture a love of Goya in Tomlinson,
as well as in Staudinger and Stepanek.
The WIIH schedule also included several
campus concerts featuring the music of
Beethoven, such as an October 8 performance by pianist Victor Rosenbaum, who
taught several Wheaton faculty members,
including Sears. After playing an allBeethoven concert, Rosenbaum stayed for
about two hours to talk with students about
music, Beethoven and his professional life.
In December, shortly before the end
of the term, Stepanek—the woman
behind the groundbreaking MFA exhibition—came to campus to give a talk

titled “Goya’s Ingenious Arrangements:
Imagined Worlds.” Her talk was the seventh in the Mary L. Heuser Lecture Series,
named for the late art history professor,
who was one of Stepanek’s closest mentors at Wheaton.

Getting close to Goya
In late October, more than 200 Wheaton
students, faculty, staff and alumnae/i, including Stepanek, joined President Dennis M.
Hanno for a special reception at the MFA.
Staudinger gave the evening’s featured talk—
a lively illustrated discussion of Goya that
she dedicated to Stepanek and Sayre.
“Every single work by Goya has voice—
always an active one, never passive: This
is not to say just one, nor that each speaks
a single language nor sings the same song,
articulates a single message or creates
vibrations that are emitted from only Goya’s
vocal chords,” Staudinger told the audience
before they set off to explore the exhibition.
“In fact, often and especially in his private
work, it will be you and he, witnessing,
watching, snooping and eavesdropping side
by side in front of his art, craning to hear the
third presence: that of humanity…”
Staudinger praised Stepanek for her part
in bringing the exhibition to life, saying
the alumna’s “exquisite scholarly voice
is present in every audible and inaudible
decibel as you walk through the Gund
galleries: discernible in the wall text,
heard in the audiotapes, emanating from
the exceptional choices of juxtaposed
artworks, even embedded in the choice of
wall colors (the most stunning of any show
I have ever seen).”
Students attending the event wore buttons
with an image of Beethoven or Goya that
represented a print they were working on
for an upcoming student-curated exhibition
at Wheaton. After the talk, they toured the
galleries, which showcased 170 of Goya’s
paintings, prints and drawings, including 71
works from the MFA and numerous loans
from major museums and private collections
around the world.
“We got a chance to network with
alums and other members of the museum
community in Boston,” art history major
Michael Williams ’16 said. “That was pretty

Sharing Goya
Stephanie Loeb Stepanek ’65
reflects on career, Boston
art exhibition
Fifty years ago, Wheaton Professor of Art
History Lucile Bush was visiting the Museum of
Fine Arts in Boston and mentioned to curator
Eleanor Sayre that she knew of a talented young
art history major who was preparing to graduate. Stephanie Loeb Stepanek ’65 had recently
impressed Bush with her senior paper on book
illustrations, a project that showed she would do
well in the field of art prints.
That vote of confidence helped Stepanek land
her first job: secretary in the MFA’s Department
of Prints, Drawings and Photographs.
Today, Stepanek is the MFA’s curator of prints
and drawings—the same title Sayre once held.
And last fall, Stepanek saw the completion of
a project Sayre would have wholeheartedly approved of—the opening of a groundbreaking exhibition of the works of Spanish artist Francisco
José Goya y Lucientes.
“She was a major Goya scholar of international reputation, and she contributed to many
publications on the artist,” Stepanek said of
Sayre. “She made strong acquisitions in Goya
for the MFA, and she fostered two major exhibitions, both of which I worked on with her.”
For about a decade, Stepanek has been
working on a Goya project of her own: pulling
together a broad retrospective of the artist’s
work spanning his entire career. The resulting
exhibition, “Goya: Order and Disorder,” which
she designed with fellow MFA curator Frederick
Ilchman, features 170 of Goya’s most significant
paintings, prints and drawings, including rare
drawings and working proofs from the MFA
collection as well as loans from museums and
private collections around the world.
“Goya worked in turbulent times and everything was changing—the old order was giving
way to the new order and Neoclassicism was
turning into Romanticism; the styles of art were
changing, the styles of thought were changing,
so during this change Goya through his art was
trying to confer a kind of order on this messy,
chaotic world around him,” Stepanek said of the
exhibition’s title.
As an undergraduate at Wheaton, Stepanek loved

art but was leaning toward a career in literature.
“I thought I would want to be an art editor in
publishing, but I soon found out that the jobs that
were available at the time were in book production and buying paper for books, and that seemed
a little boring for me,” she said. “When I interviewed for the MFA job, it became clear to me
that I really did want to work in a museum, and
since the day I started I have never regretted it.”
Along with the mentorship of people like
Bush, Stepanek credits her Wheaton education
with preparing her for a successful career.
“The art history major at that time was very
strong, and I’m sure it still is,” Stepanek said. “I
recall at the end of my education, we had nine
hours of exams—more than any other major.
Three of those hours were devoted to iconography, the study of the meaning of things, and that
prepared me very much for my job.”
In December, Stepanek returned to Wheaton
to give a talk, “Goya’s Ingenious Arrangements:
Imagined Worlds,” as part of the Mary L. Heuser
Lecture Series, named for another of her
Wheaton mentors.
“It was like coming full circle,” Stepanek
said of giving the talk. “I was glad to be able to
contribute to cultural life at Wheaton. As an art
history major, I was inspired by Mary Heuser’s
courses at Wheaton and maintained a friendship
with her until her death.”
—Becca Manning
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Professors, students, alums, trustees and President
Dennis M. Hanno attend a Wheaton-hosted
reception at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.

interesting, and it opened my eyes to see
what other people are doing with art history
degrees.”
The tour itself was also memorable.
“It was like being in class, but instead of
being on the projector screen the picture
that we were studying was in full size right
in front of us. It was pretty incredible,”
Williams said.
About a week later, the art history
students had a second opportunity to get
up close and personal with the works of
Goya. With support from Wheaton College
Friends of Art, the class took a bus to New
York City for the annual International Fine
Print Dealers Association Print Fair. There,
students were divided into groups and sent
on a mission: to view the Goya prints available for purchase and select two—one that
would be added to the college’s Permanent
Collection and one that would be the first
Goya print in Staudinger’s private collection.
Though she gave them a few guidelines,
including price limit, Staudinger left the
decision up to the students, who returned
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after their hunt to debate the final purchases as a group. In the end, they chose for
Staudinger exactly the print she had had her
eye on—”Disparante Volante” from Goya’s
Disparates series—as well as a print she felt
would be a perfect addition to the Wheaton
collection—”Que Valor” from the artist’s
Disasters of War series.

“Both of the prints were exactly the ones I
wanted,” Staudinger said. “It was like mental
telepathy. And the students were joyous
to have this particular opportunity to buy
something for Wheaton.”
The Wheaton print, purchased with funds
donated by Kathy Foley Denniston ’73 and
by Friends of Art, was given to the collection

MARION B. GEBBIE ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Students browse Goya prints for sale at the
International Fine Print Dealers Association Print Fair
in New York City during a class trip.

Above, “Los Proverbios, No.
5: Disparate Volante” (flying
folly), 1864, sixth edition
printed in 1916. Etching/
aquatint. Collection of Evelyn
Staudinger. Left, Francisco
Josè Goya y Lucientes
(1746–1828), "Los Caprichos,
No. 34: Las Rinde del Sueño"
(sleep overcomes them), 1799,
first edition. Etching/aquatint.
Gift of Kathy Foley Denniston,
Class of 1973.

in honor of Stepanek. In class, the students
selected a second print for the Permanent
Collection, “Las Rinde el Sueño,” which was
also purchased with funds from Denniston.
The print fair trip was a semester highlight
for several of the students, including prospective art history major Sarah Chin ’18.
“I’ve never had the opportunity to be
physically up close and observe—like,
within arm’s reach—Goyas without alarms
going off. It was great to see them and to
hear from people who are so passionate
about prints,” Chin said.

The humanities at work
The Goya/Beethoven collaboration
certainly met the WIIH goal of providing
opportunities for students to develop their
professional skills. Students enrolled in the
two classes were in charge of organizing an
exhibition in Wheaton’s Weil Gallery that
showcased Goya’s prints and Beethoven’s
music. It was accompanied in the Beard
Gallery by “Tracing the Thread,” another
exhibition curated by the students enrolled
in “Exhibition Design,” which was co-taught
by Professor Leah Niederstadt and Wheaton
archivists Zephorene Stickney and Megan
Wheaton-Book.

Titled “Goya and Beethoven: Finding
a Voice Out of Silence,” Sears’s and
Staudinger’s classes’ exhibition opened
November 19 and featured 19 Goya prints

as well as nine portraits of Beethoven
and his contemporaries, and two
prints after Goya by
contemporary artist
Emily Lombardo.
While nine works
were from Wheaton’s
Permanent Collection,
the remaining items
were on loan from
Amherst, Smith and
Wellesley colleges and
four private collections, including an
extensive collection of
fine musical portraits
from Stephen Bergquist, a Goya print from
Stepanek and a book of prints from Karen
Greenland Dyer ’60.
Together, Sears’s music students and
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Beethoven’s work at first, but I knew there
was something that would inspire me by
studying him, and within the first week,
even just reading the textbook, I wanted to
get up and go to a piano and start playing
his music,” Anderson said.
The semester didn’t just engage soon-tobe Wheaton grads—Sears and Staudinger
taught a series of Goya and Beethoven
lectures to members of the community
through the Norton Institute for Continuing
Education (NICE), and several of their adult
students attended some of the WIIH events
on campus, including Stepanek’s December
talk.
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Staudinger’s art history students curated,
installed and promoted the exhibition. Art
history students wrote the wall text, and
music students recorded statements about
Beethoven as well as a short track of the
composer’s music to accompany several of
the images. Gallery visitors could listen to
the recordings by scanning a QR code with
a smartphone.
White helped curate the prints of
Beethoven and his contemporaries.
“The artist who worked on the portraits
of Beethoven did a really good job of showing how dignified and intelligent and powerful he was, the same way that Goya was
portraying his own power and voice through
his works,” the senior said. “So there’s some
nice intersection between these two men,
who were both adjusting to a new lifestyle
after going deaf and were able to capture
that in their art and music.”
Nicolas Sterner ’16, a music major, also
appreciated the way the exhibition highlighted the links between the two men.
“Like Goya, Beethoven started with a blank
canvas, although the canvas was very different for both artists,” Sterner said. “Beethoven
starts with silence as his blank canvas and
paints sound over that, whereas Goya uses
literally a blank canvas or sketchbook or the
many mediums he worked with.”

A semester to remember
By the final weeks of the semester, when
many might be drained of enthusiasm for
even the most exciting of courses, the WIIH
students were still raving about the experience to their professors.
As art history major Julia Dry ’15 put it:
“It challenged me to approach an artist and
his work in an unconventional manner.
We drew from external academic disciplines, experienced vastly different learning techniques and had the opportunity to
consult with scholars. With the hands-on
and discussion-based design of this course,
I was able to discover dimensions of a topic
I would otherwise look over in a traditional
seminar class.”
Elliot Anderson ’18, a music major who
plans to double major in neuroscience, also
found the course impactful.
“I wasn’t even that interested in
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Professors Leah Niederstadt and Evelyn Staudinger
attend the opening reception for two exhibitions
curated by students in their respective classes.

The project also had an impact on the two
people who started it all.
“Being part of the WIIH has done something really extraordinary for me as well
as the students,” Sears said. “I’ve been at
Wheaton a long time. This is my 34th year
teaching here. But I feel recharged and
reinvigorated.”
Staudinger agreed, calling the teaching
experience “one of my two most rewarding
ever.”
The professors also appreciated the
chance to champion a cause they feel
strongly about: the humanities.
WheatonCollege
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Students (above) at the opening reception for “Goya and Beethoven: Finding a Voice Out of Silence,” which was curated by students in Professor Evelyn Staudinger’s art
history course on Goya (supported by Professor Ann Sears’s course on Beethoven). Pictured first row, left to right: Mary Mulvehill ’15, Julia Lisi ’18, Emma Willing ’17,
Anna Craig ’17, Julia Dry ’15, Deanna White ’15, Alfonso Francois ’15 and Sydney Beck ’16. Second row: Connor McDonald ’17, Hongting Wang ’16, Jialei Feng ’17, Audrey
Spina ’17, Kathleen “Lena” Sawyer ’15, Sarah Chin ’18, Kristen Pou ’18, Eleanor McGuirk ’18, Julia Schirrmeister ’15, Alessandra Mistri ’18, Michael Williams ’16 and Zara
Goldberg ’15. They are holding up the prints they purchased at the international print fair in New York as part of their assignment.

“Studying the arts is one of the primary
ways we try to understand cultures,”
Sears said. “So past and present, we’ve
got pretty good evidence that the humanities are an important part of a liberal arts
education and that our students are the

ones who are equipped to go out and
transform the world.”
Staudinger hopes the courses will help
promote the humanities as a discipline
that connects to many others, from science to mathematics to technology. She
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also hopes students see the great value of
studying art history.
“A lot of first-year students don’t know
what art history is and don’t think of it
automatically as a discipline. This was a nice
chance to be able to say: This is a discipline
that without question will help you understand your world better since you live in a
densely visual one. Moreover, studying the
art of Goya will provide you with a window
into the complexities of humankind and
therefore into yourselves,” she said.
For both women, the WIIH teaching experience is just one example of what has kept
them at Wheaton all these years.
“I’m still here because not only do I
get to teach here, I get to learn here,”
Sears said. “That’s why I believe in the
humanities, because not only do I see
what has happened to students who
graduate from here, but I see what a
difference it has made in my own life.” Q
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Diving
in
Ashley Jennings ’07
spends years deep
in shark research
By Elizabeth Meyer ’14

What would it be like to be a shark?
Maybe you’re picturing rows of ragged sawteeth and remembering the
last time your stomach growled at you. Or perhaps you’re imagining the
feeling of cool water on a strong, streamlined body, and wondering what
it would be like to have a superhuman sense of smell.
Most people really wouldn’t even know where to begin imagining. But
this question lights up Ashley Jennings’s face. “I think about that pretty
much every day,” she says.
Jennings, who graduated from Wheaton College in
2007, explored this question in her research at Boston
University, where last year she completed a master’s
degree in marine/sensory biology. Working with Jelle
Atema, a professor of biology at Boston University and
adjunct scientist at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
(WHOI), Jennings spent three summers at WHOI studying
smooth dogfish, small sharks that can be found along the
coast of Massachusetts, for her master’s thesis. While urban legend tells us that a shark can smell a drop of blood
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Jelle Atema and Ashley Jennings ’07 monitor a dogfish as it tracks
the odor plume toward its source at Atema’s Woods Hole laboratory.

in an Olympic-sized swimming pool, Jennings hopes that
her research on sharks’ sense of smell will help to dispel
that myth, as well as our overblown fear of these animals.
Jennings, who now is a lab supervisor in the Biology
Department at BU, has been studying sharks since her
days at Wheaton, where she majored in biology and minored in chemistry. Initially considering veterinary medi-

Kalman Zabarsky

SPRING 2015 27

cine, she became hooked on sharks during
an animal husbandry internship at Chicago’s
Shedd Aquarium, where her animalhusbandry tasks included handling sharks
for medical exams. Returning to Wheaton,
Jennings had the opportunity to pursue her
first research project on sharks. She and
Professor of Biology Sean McCafferty traveled to a lab at Woods Hole to collect DNA
samples from mother sharks and their litters,
and studied the sharks’ genetics back on
campus.
“A mother shark can hold different litters
of pups with multiple paternities, and so we
looked at genetic differences throughout
these different litters,” Jennings says. “On a
very basic level, it was an opportunity for
me to learn lab techniques in molecular biology, but it was based around a topic I was
interested in, so that made it a lot of fun.”
Encouraged by her work with McCafferty,
she went on to intern at the Florida Program
for Shark Research, where she worked with
a Ph.D. student to study the vertebrae (spinal
bones) of hammerhead sharks to determine
their ages. She also had the opportunity
to tag wild rays, a group of fishes closely
related to sharks, to track their movements
in the ocean.
Although she had loved studying sharks,
Jennings wasn’t entirely sure after graduating that she wanted a career in scientific
research. She spent a few years trying out
different interests, working as a field manager for Environment Illinois, an environmental advocacy organization, and using
her background in chemistry as a laboratory
manager at a materials engineering lab. Prior
to attending Boston University, she earned a
master’s degree in environmental management at Northwestern University, and even
considered a career in environmental law.
In 2011, she decided to pursue the master’s degree in marine biology at BU, which
led her back to the water.
“I had a professor at Boston University
who told me that you have two choices as a
researcher,” Jennings says. “You can either
choose an organism and then find a project
that fits that organism, or you can choose a
problem and find an organism that helps you
solve that problem.” Jennings went the first
route: since discovering her fascination for
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A 30-foot-long aquarium tank called a flume is
specially designed for odor sensory experiments. At
one end is a holding chamber where a small shark
waited to be released. At the other end of the tank, the
scientists used tubes to release two squirts of water,
both dyed so that they could see the plume traveling
through the tank. One plume had a smell—a diluted
smoothie of freshly blended squid—while the other
had no scent. This gave the shark a choice: both
plumes create some turbulence in the water, but only
one of them has a scent.

sharks, she has jumped into a great variety
of research projects, studying everything
from genetics to senses and behavior.
To study sharks in the lab at WHOI,
Jennings and Atema used a 30-foot-long
aquarium tank called a flume, which is
specially designed for odor sensory experiment. At one end was a holding chamber
where a small shark waited to be released.
At the other end of the tank, the scientists
used tubes to release two squirts of water,
both dyed so that they could see the plume
traveling through the tank. One plume
would have a smell—a diluted smoothie
of freshly blended squid—while the other
had no scent. This gave the shark a choice:
both plumes create some turbulence in the
water, but only one of them has a scent. If
the shark followed the plume with the squid
smell, Jennings rewarded it at the end with
a little bite of squid attached to the end of
a dowel. Changing the amount of squid
smoothie in the scented plume allowed
Jennings to pinpoint when the squid smell
was too faint for the shark to follow. To
make sure the sharks weren’t just choosing
the same side each time, the sharks were
tested three times: once with two unscented
plumes, once with scent to the left, and
once with scent to the right.
“I could dilute the squid mixture between
four and five log steps [log steps are factors
of 10] and the sharks could track the smell

to the source,” Jennings says. “So sharks
have a very sensitive smelling system, but
it’s probably not as sensitive as a drop of
blood in an Olympic-sized swimming pool.
Especially if there is no turbulence: It is a
combination of flow and odor that leads to
tracking.”
Sharks have other sensory systems that
mammals do not share. Special cells, called
ampullae of Lorenzini, detect the slight electricity of other animals’ muscle movements,
and all fish also have a system of sensory
cells, called lateral lines, which they use to
sense water movement along their body.
“That’s how schooling fish school so efficiently,” Jennings says. “If their neighbor’s
body is pushing water one way, then the
fish’s lateral line will be able to feel that.”
“There’s something fantastic about doing
science the way some people do art: just for
the sake of figuring it out or creating something awesome,” Jennings says.
But, of course, there are practical applications, too. “Learning how these animals
track food, as the apex predators that they
are—and as threatened as they are—could
give us more knowledge to aid their conservation.”
While Jennings is attached to her miniature sharks, sharks generally aren’t known
for being cuddly. Their bad reputation is
damaging not just for sharks, but also for
marine ecosystems around the world. A
recent estimate suggests that humans kill at
least 100 million sharks a year.
“If we continue at this rate, we’re going
to reduce shark populations. If they have a
hard time with the changing climate, then
it’s reasonable to predict that something
is going to shift within the ecosystem,”
Jennings says. She believes that a better
understanding of these animals can help
to remove stigma and motivate people to
protect them.
In a project prior to her thesis, Jennings
participated in a similarly designed experiment to investigate how climate change
might affect sharks’ ability to smell and
hunt for prey. The resulting paper, authored
with Danielle Dixson, Jelle Atema and
Philip Munday, was published in the journal
Global Change Biology in August 2014, and
was highlighted in a September 2014 article
WheatonCollege
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in the New York Times titled “On the
Cusp of Climate Change.”
When carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere is absorbed into the
ocean, a chemical reaction occurs
that makes the water more acidic.
This is known as ocean acidification,
a process that is already changing
the chemistry of seawater around the
world. Jennings found that higher
levels of carbon dioxide in the water,
including the level predicted for the
year 2100, severely impaired the
sharks’ ability to smell and follow the
odored plumes.
Jennings explains, “The more
acidic the water is, the fewer sensory
capabilities the sharks have, and if
you remove an apex predator from
an ecosystem—for example, if it’s
not motivated to hunt and catch
Ashley Jennings ’07
food—then you’re really affecting an
entire ecosystem. Understanding how an
think that the possibility of going to college
animal does something can lead to potential is realistic.”
applications for conservation in the future.”
Jennings’s grandmother, Bojan Jennings,
This past fall, Jennings began a teaching
taught chemistry at Wheaton for four
position at Boston University as supervisor
decades, and so Wheaton was at the top
for all introductory biology labs, a role that
of Ashley’s list when she was thinking
evolved out of her teaching fellowship as a
about colleges. Although her family’s deep
graduate student. Refreshing the curriculum
connection to the school was encouragto keep up with the pace of current reing, it was not the sole deciding factor. She
search—and to inspire students who are just remembers being hooked by a conversation
beginning to study science in college—is a
with Professor of Chemistry Elita Pastrarewarding new challenge.
Landis, who painted a picture of what to
She graduated from a large high school
expect from an experience at Wheaton:
system in Chicago. “It was one of the biggest dedicated mentors, small classes and an
high schools in the region, and that was
emphasis on interdisciplinary thinking.
a little disenchanting,” she explains. That
Pastra-Landis herself attended Wheaton
background was part of why she chose the
and studied chemistry with Ashley’s grandmore personalized experience of Wheaton,
mother. She recalls, “Arriving in September
and it has also motivated her to work with
of 1965 from Greece, not yet 18, I might
urban-outreach programs that bring high
have become lost in the strangeness of
school classes from Boston into labs at
this new country had it not been for Bojan
Boston University. The high school students
Jennings. She immediately took me under
have the opportunity to work with faculty,
her wing. Bojan set the example for the
undergrads and graduate students as they
kind of teacher that I wanted to become:
study ecology in a patch of forest in the city
available to my students, happy to give any
or simulate the outbreak of a pathogen in
assistance, but also demanding in academic
the classroom.
matters.”
“A lot of these urban high schools have
Ashley took a year of organic chemisa very low college application rate,” she
try with Pastra-Landis toward her minor,
says. “Hopefully, this experience will inspire which gave the professor an opportunity to
some kids to go to college, to make them
really get to know her as a student and as a
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person. Pastra-Landis became such
a mentor for Ashley, even encouraging her to become scuba-certified so
that she could dive into the marine
world she was studying. After her
graduation, the newly scuba-certified
Jennings met up with Pastra-Landis,
a veteran diver, for a diving trip off
the Caribbean island of Bonaire.
“I am delighted that she is working
in the field of science education,”
says Pastra-Landis. “Just like her
grandmother, when an idea or a new
description of the biological world
excites her, Ashley is the most enthusiastic teacher imaginable.”
So far, Jennings hasn’t used her
scuba-diving skills for her marine
research, but she has logged more
than 30 hours underwater in beautiful spots all over the world. One of
her most memorable dives took her
to the Red Sea in Egypt.
“There were all these little orange fish with
long tails called anthias and there were
thousands of them swimming around huge
sponge mounds. It was a marvel—like seeing a huge flock of birds fly over you.”
Jennings didn’t discover sharks until college, but she always knew that she wanted to
study marine biology. As a child, the highlight
of her summers was exploring tide pools near
her grandparents’ coastal home in Plymouth,
Mass. Her parents like to show off photos of
little Ashley with goggles on, lying face down
on the sand, peering into tide pools.
“My cousins and I would go down to
the beach and every time there was a low
tide, a sandbar was exposed,” she remembers. “A lot of critters got left behind and
so we would make what we called ‘starfish
colonies.’ We’d go pick up all the crabs and
starfish and snails and we’d plop them in a
tide pool. We thought we were saving all the
animals, when in reality we were probably
giving the crabs and seagulls dinner.”
It’s easy to see why Jennings has developed a fascination for the underwater
experience of sharks. The discoveries made
in a tide pool, a coral reef, or a biology lab
are not just vital for marine conservation—
they can also fill a lifetime with a childlike
curiosity and awe. Q
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Building a better tomorrow
Ryan Letada ’08 works to transform communities
By Andrew Faught

Born in Kuwait to
impoverished parents who
dreamed their son would
one day become a doctor
or lawyer, Ryan Letada
’08 discovered something
priceless at Wheaton
College: the fire to ignite
the entrepreneurial spirit of
traditionally marginalized
communities.
“Wheaton makes you ask the bigger
questions about your purpose in life,” says
Letada, who in 2013 co-founded Next Day
Better, a New York-based company that,
chiefly through its lecture series, showcases
the accomplishments—or “tells the stories”—of people who have transformed their
communities. The business, for now, focuses
on the efforts of social entrepreneurs in the
Philippines and the Filipino diaspora. There
are plans to ultimately branch out and highlight other ethnicities.
In a series of six lecture engagements
around the globe last year (which were also
available online), Next Day Better highlighted people such as Illac Diaz, an inventor
who created solar light bulbs using recycled
plastic bottles. Thousands of poor Filipinos
have benefited from his creation.
“World-changing individuals exist in
every community,” says Letada, himself of
Philippine descent. “They’re not rare at all;
we’re just not giving them the platform to
shine. That is why Next Day Better exists.
That next big idea can come from unexpected communities like the Philippines. Their
stories need to be told. Our events celebrate
the stories of change makers from untapped
communities as a call to action.”
Next Day Better also has highlighted the
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lives of Geena Rocero, a transgender model
sponsorships.
and founder of Gender Proud, an advocacy
Letada’s work has drawn kudos from supgroup for transgender people around the
porters who include Jose Antonio Vargas, a
globe, and of Ray Sison, lead designer of the Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter—and an unNike+ FuelBand, a “smart” wristband that
documented Filipino immigrant—who shared
tracks a user’s physical activities.
his own journey at a Next Day Better event.
The for-profit business
“I am really happy and
“My Wheaton
has nine employees who,
proud of Ryan,” Vargas
experience made me says. “This is only going
thanks to the digital age, can
understand that my
work from “virtual” offices
to push him to do bigger,
that amount to smartphones
better and bolder things.”
purpose in life is to
and laptops in Los Angeles,
Letada got his first taste
make others better
London and Toronto.
of social entrepreneuras a result of my
Letada, Next Day Better’s
ship at Wheaton, where
CEO, and an economics and
he helped start a program
presence.”
sociology major while at
that sent recycled comRyan Letada ’08
Wheaton, says he came up
puters to needy Filipino
with the company’s name “as a declacommunities.
ration that anyone can make the next
“It was from my Wheaton education
day better today. It’s a call to action for
that I came to believe that people can
anyone to use their talents, passions and
create and implement solutions to pressskill sets to solve today’s most pressing
ing problems in their own community,” he
challenges. It’s also a belief that anyone,
says. “It’s always been odd to me that great
regardless of where they come from,
ideas are often top down, and not bottom
can create meaningful and widespread
up and community based.”
change.”
In 2008, the power of community-based
The business generates its revenues through problem solving was reinforced for Letada as
speaker series ticket sales, advertising and
he watched an inspiring videotaped TED talk
WheatonCollege
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(from the nonprofit organization that promotes “ideas
worth spreading”) featuring William Kamkwamba,
a destitute teen from the
African nation of Malawi.
At 14, Kamkwamba built a
windmill from scrap metal
that created electricity for his
family’s home.
Giving of himself is a trait
that Letada says he honed at
Wheaton. He even went on
to give his own TED talk in
New York in 2010. (youtu.
be/1DmsdCy2_oE ) The title
was “Failing to Change the
World.”
Letada credits much of
his success to the Posse
Foundation, which for 25
years has been identifying
“overlooked” high school
students—often those from
disadvantaged backgrounds—and awards
them four-year college scholarships.
Each year at Wheaton, a cohort of 10
promising students, each from diverse innercity communities, offer fellow Posse members
support as they navigate their college careers.
The students also work closely with faculty
mentors and they are taught leadership skills.
Former Posse scholar Kepler Jeudy ’07
was immediately drawn to Letada, and the
pair struck up an enduring friendship built
on putting others first.
“Ryan is a like-minded soul,” says
Jeudy, program specialist for Next Step, a
Cambridge, Mass.-based organization that
works with teens and young adults impacted by cancer and life-threatening blood
diseases. “We both want to help people be
a part of a community, and help those communities identify resources to give people
their best shot.”
Entering college was far from a seamless
transition for Letada.
“There were challenging times, both intel-

lectually and personally,” he recalls. “But the
Posse Foundation remains a family to me to this
day. My peers and I have grown through the
Wheaton experience. If it wasn’t for the Posse
Foundation and my Wheaton mentors, I don’t
know if I’d be doing what I’m doing today.”
It wouldn’t take long before Letada
made his mark at the college. He cofounded the Wheaton Investment
Association, which gave students a chance
to learn about the financial market and, as
a senior, he won a Fulbright Scholarship to
travel to the Philippines to research methods to reduce homelessness.
In August 2014, Letada was granted the
Ainslie Alumni Achievement Award from
the Posse Foundation. The award is made
annually to the one Posse alum “who has
demonstrated incredible leadership and success while giving back to the world.”
“The moment I found out that I had
won, I cried,” he says. “It was a validation from a community that had already
changed my life. This was another dec-
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laration that they would
continue to support me
beyond Wheaton.
“But it also comes with
a responsibility—meaning to continue the kind
of work that I’m doing,”
Letada adds. “It’s like a
massive call to action.
My Wheaton experience
made me understand that
my purpose in life is to
make others better as a
result of my presence.
I feel like I know how
to make a dent in the
universe and change the
world for the better.”
Adds Deborah Bial,
founder and president
of the Posse Foundation:
“Ryan is a role model
not just for the Posse
ROSSA COLE
Scholars, but for all of us
in America and for all of us who believe
that change is possible. We believe that he
will continue to change the world.”
One of Letada’s Wheaton mentors was
former president Ronald A. Crutcher.
Crutcher imparted important moral support
to Posse members, says Letada. (“He really
helped us position ourselves for success
at Wheaton.”) Crutcher made his mark in
other ways, too.
“This man taught me how to tie a bow
tie,” Letada says with a chuckle. “That’s the
kind of personal touch I got from President
Crutcher and the college.”
For the time being, one of Letada’s biggest
challenges is batting down perceptions that
great ideas can’t come from countries that
are too poor or are considered too inconsequential to make a difference.
“Storytelling allows us to celebrate the
achievements and groundbreaking ideas that
emerge from diverse communities,” he says.
“It reminds us that there are no limitations
and we are capable of greatness.” Q
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When Emily Firment ’11 arrived at
Wheaton she was a January admit student, so she had missed a semester of
bonding with her freshman classmates.
To make up for time lost and to jump into
her new campus community, she joined
the Student Government Association.
There she found a family of friends.
“I loved being swept up into such a closeknit group so quickly my freshman year,”
said Firment, current Class of 2011 vice
president. “I also loved feeling as though my
voice and ideas mattered among my peers
and the administration. The people I met
through student government became my
closest friends at Wheaton and we remain
close friends today, even after we have
graduated, moved
“An affinity group
across the country
is a group of
and gotten married.”
alumnae/i who
The powerful
connection
that
come together
Firment felt to her
to celebrate
SGA mates and the
and strengthen
college, based on
common interests
a connection
and goals, is exactly
they share with
what the Alumnae/i
each other and
Association and the
Wheaton that
Alumnae/i Relations
Office are seekis not based on
ing to tap into and
the year they
encourage through
graduated or
a new affinity
where they live.” groups initiative.
The new program,
Melissa Grove ’07
which was launched
at Homecoming, puts into place a structure and process to facilitate opportunities
for alumnae/i to engage with each other,
the college and current students through
the teams, activities or groups they participated in during their time at Wheaton.
“An affinity group is a group of alumnae/i
who come together to celebrate and
strengthen a connection they share with
each other and with Wheaton that is
not based on the year they graduated
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Encouraging,
strengthening
common bonds

Alums gathered for the Student
Government Association Alumnae/i
affinity group reception at Homecoming.

or where they live. We want to connect
with our alumnae/i in the way they want
to connect with Wheaton,” said Melissa
Grove ’07, director of student activities and leadership at Babson College.
Grove heads up outreach for the Wheaton
Alumnae/i Association Board of Directors as
a volunteer, focusing specifically on affinity
groups. She is working in partnership with
Wheaton staff member Hillary Shusterman
’14, coordinator for Alumnae/i Relations.
Groups of alums already have been connecting based on interests. For example,
the men’s rugby team and the Gentlemen
Callers have successfully formed unions to
get together regularly at Wheaton. And the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
Alumnae/i and the Black Alumnae/i affinity groups have been active in the past.
However, the association’s formalized
approach seeks to make it easier for alums
who may not know how to go about connecting in this way. There now is a handbook that outlines the ways in which alums
can engage with the affinity program.

During the 2014 Homecoming,
the Alumnae/i Association officially kicked off the start of
the new Student Government
Association Alumnae/i affinity group with a reception in
Balfour-Hood. Firment, a development strategy team coordinator in
Harvard University’s development office,
has been one of the driving forces behind creation of this particular group.
“As I have grown farther from being a
recent graduate, I have noticed that alums
who were once very connected to the college through SGA leadership roles drift away
from the college,” said Firment. “The SGA
affinity group will help alums who served
as leaders at Wheaton to reconnect.”
Zachary Agush ’12, who was involved in
SGA all four years at Wheaton and is gift cochair for his class, attended the kickoff reception and is excited about the new group.
“The affinity group can serve as a
resource for current students as well
as the college because members can
share their own experiences while in the
SGA and offer advice, assist with communicating with alums and help rally
support for college initiatives and priorities,” said Agush, outreach associate at
Transportation for Massachusetts. Q
—Sandy Coleman
WheatonCollege
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Answering a calling to support survivors

Indira Henard ’03

In the middle of the night, the center
called Henard to the hospital to support a woman who had been raped.
Though she had been trained for
the work, this was Henard’s first experience as a victim advocate.
What followed were seven grueling,
emotional hours of waiting, interviews
and tests. “That was a significant turning point for me,” she says. “I knew
I wanted to make a difference.”
In the years since that pivotal phone
call, Henard—now the rape crisis center’s director of advocacy—has made a
very big difference in the lives of sexual
assault survivors in the D.C. area and
beyond. As part of her job, she partners
with state and local officials to coordinate
public policy initiatives and creates spaces
for survivor-led advocacy programs.
“We live in a culture that perpetuates
violence against women,” she says. In
response to an increase in the number
of sexual assaults reported on campuses,
Henard educates college administrators
around compliance regulations in this area.
She also provides best-practice frameworks for the White House Task Force to
Protect Students From Sexual Assault.

Last year, Henard helped facilitate
passage of the Sexual Assault Victims’
Rights Amendment Act (SAVRAA), legislation that improves how the Metropolitan
Police Department in D.C. handles sexual
assault cases and treats survivors.
“SAVRAA is good policy, helping to
deliver what every survivor wants, which is
self-determination,” says Henard. Among
other mandates, the amendment gives
sexual assault survivors the right to have an
advocate present during hospital forensic exams—echoing the work Henard performed
as a volunteer for the rape crisis center.
The passage of SAVRAA was a survivor-driven effort, and Henard ensured
that voices not historically factored into
policy were heard, says Sherelle HessellGordon, DC Rape Crisis Center director, who calls Henard a “bright light.”
More than 80 women and men shared
their stories during the process.
In March, the Academy of Criminal Justice
Sciences presented Henard with a national
Victim Impact Award for her leadership in
the passage of SAVRAA. “Her knowledge of
the legislative process played an instrumental role in getting the policy passed,” says
Heather Pfeifer, the awards committee chair.

REBECCA HALE ’99

It was a 3 a.m. phone
call that led Indira
Henard ’03 to her life’s
work. The year was
2007, and Henard was
an aide for then Senator
Barack Obama as well as
a special assistant on his
presidential campaign.
She was also volunteering
for the DC Rape Crisis
Center, one of the
nation’s oldest nonprofits
dedicated to eradicating
sexual violence.
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A self-professed “political junkie,”
Henard majored in political science and minored in legal studies at
Wheaton. She earned a master’s degree
in political science at the University
of Chicago in her home city.
“I have always made my best decisions
when I followed my heart,” Henard says.
It was former Wheaton president Dale
Marshall who encouraged Henard to act
on her dream of moving to D.C. “Dale
and I had a fabulous relationship. It’s
one of the things I treasure most about
my Wheaton education,” she says.
About her two years with the Obama
campaign, Henard says, “It was a historic time, and through the high pressure
I learned to bring my best self forward.”
She is currently working on her
master of social work at Catholic
University, “to provide an intellectual framework to my life’s work.”
Though Henard has had many successes
in her career, she is most proud of her
everyday victories, when she can help a
survivor on her journey. “There is no greater
feeling than being with someone from
her darkest to her brightest moment.” Q
—Mary Howard ’85
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Director, screenwriter making
Hollywood dreams reality
It was as a student at Wheaton that Alexa-Sascha
Lewin ’97, while studying the historic contributions
of women around the globe, made a vow that she’s
following through on 18 years after leaving Norton.
“I promised to myself that one day I
as Sheila Dvorin, then the associwould direct a feature film about a maverate director of the Filene Center.
ick female trailblazer—a complex, multi“Sheila was so supportive of my dreams
faceted female protagonist,” says Lewin,
of working in the film industry,” Lewin
a German major who also did an inderecalls. “She taught me how to write an
pendent study in film by taking courses at
effective résumé and captivating cover letBrown University, Ludwig-Maximiliansters, and we would sit down in her office
Universität Munich and the University of
together working and reworking them so I
Television and Film Munich in Germany.
could apply to internships at film producWith her husband, Brad Rister, Lewin
tion companies.”
penned “Kingmaker,” a screenplay that
The efforts paid off. Every summer and
highlights seven years in the life of Gertrude
winter break, Lewin landed an assignBell, the English writer and archaeologist
ment—from Propaganda Films to Alliance
who was known as the “female Lawrence
Atlantis to Robert Redford’s South Fork
of Arabia.” Bell is credited with creatPictures. She also interned for Days of Our
ing the Kingdom
of Iraq in 1921.
When Lewin in 2013
entered her script into
the Final Draft Big Break
Screenwriting Contest—
one of more than 7,000
submissions—her work
was judged a top three
finalist in the period/
historical/war genre.
She next plans to raise
funds to bring her
dream to the big screen.
Carving out a successful Hollywood
career is anything but
a sure thing. But Lewin
has dreamed of a life
in film since watching
classic movies with her
Alexa-Sascha Lewin ’97 working on the set of “The Honeysting”
mom as a little girl.
“I have a very clear memory of being 8
Lives. (“I talked my way into the internyears old with my mom, and we were in a
ship from my dorm room,” Lewin says.)
London hotel watching Hitchcock’s ‘The
After working as a wildlife filmmaker
39 Steps,’ which just captivated me,” she
for 10 years, mostly in Africa, in 2008
says. “We watched all of the classics.”
Lewin was selected as one of eight
Her screen hopes were bolwomen for the American Film Institute’s
stered at Wheaton by such boosters
Directing Workshop for Women, where
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she directed the short crime thriller
“The Honeysting.” The film received a
Panavision New Filmmaker grant and
aired on cable channel ShortsHD, as part
of a program called “100 Films by Her.”
Eric West, a director of photography who
worked with her on “The Honeysting,” calls
Lewin “one of the best
directors I have had the
pleasure to work with.”
“She is a director who
is driven by her vision,”
he adds. “The images
she creates are already
captured in her mind,
and she transforms these
to the screen using her
own unique voice.”
Lewin has further
honed her craft the past
three years by shadowing directors on eight
television shows that
include “Modern Family”
and “Castle,” and she
was recently selected
as one of 20 directors,
from an applicant pool
of more than 450, to
participate in Sony Pictures Television
Diverse Directors Program.
Lewin says she can’t think of her life any
other way. “This is what I was meant to do.
I just love actors, cinematographers, film
and television. It is my life, my passion.” Q
—Andrew Faught
WheatonCollege

@wheaton

Rocking and rolling in success
The rock ‘n’ roll life
is more than just
an ideal for Nick
Fradiani ’08. The West
Haven, Conn.-based
musician performed
regularly with his
multi-instrumentalist
father at the age of
5, in talent shows at
10, and—last July on
America’s Got Talent
to an audience of
3,500 with Beach
Avenue, his fivepiece rock group.

Beach Avenue faces the American’s Got Talent judges. Left to right: Ryan Zipp, Nick Fradiani ’08, Nick Abraham

“It was surreal. I remember walking on
stage at the Dolby Theatre for the first time
and thinking the judges almost looked like
holograms,” says Fradiani, as he rattles off
the roster of celebrity judges: Heidi Klum,
Howie Mandel, Howard Stern and Mel B.
“I was more nervous to answer their questions than starting the performance itself.”
The anticipation transformed into singleminded focus: Beach Avenue garnered a
standing ovation from the audience and
several judges, which launched them into
“judgment week,” the semifinal round (and
the band’s last), at the end of the month.
Beach Avenue, as Fradiani puts it, is
“fun pop rock with a little folk twist.” It
formed only three years ago in Milford,
Conn., when he was making his own solo
music and his roommates had recently
dissolved their own band. They asked
Fradiani if he wanted to play some time.
“It wasn’t serious—we figured we
could have some jam sessions,” he says.
However, when the drummer submitted
Fradiani’s solo music to a Battle of the Bands
competition at Mohegan Sun and it made
the top eight, they were faced with actu-

ally writing music and becoming official.
“We played our very first show during the first round,” he says, “and wound
up winning the entire competition.”
Fradiani has led Beach Avenue as singer
and guitarist since its inception. Though
he cites the Beatles as a lifelong influence, his taste expanded once he arrived
at Wheaton (he was recruited for the
basketball team). Coldplay, the Killers, and
Bruce Springsteen were on heavy rotation
as he fine-tuned his music, writing his first
original songs and performing them at the
Loft and the Lyon’s Den several times.
Academically, Fradiani dove into Professor
Dolita Cathcart’s variety of history courses,
which led to majoring in U.S. history and
pursuing an independent study about African
American boxer Jack Johnson’s life. After
graduating, Fradiani began his master’s degree
program in secondary education at University
of New Hampshire, but his artistic passion
became unavoidable and he left the program.
“I knew in my heart I wanted to be a
musician,” he said, “but that’s a scary thing
to tell your parents while attending college.”
The risk has been matched with tremen-

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

dous reward. Beach Avenue has opened
for groups such as Styx, Third Eye Blind,
and REO Speedwagon, all while promoting their work on their own. The group
caught the attention of a Syco Records
talent scout, who invited the band to
appear on America’s Got Talent.
Fradiani “didn’t think much of it”; the
band had received offers from various other
opportunities that never materialized.
This time, however, was different.
“One week after receiving that email, we
were on a plane to Los Angeles,” he said.
“This was a huge opportunity for us.”
For the past three years, Fradiani has
also worked during the day as an account manager at CDW-G, where he pairs
various school districts with technology
solutions. Like most artists, he faces the
challenges of balancing work and life.
Life got a little more interesting again
in January. Fradiani was in the spotlight
again—as a contestant on American
Idol. At press time he had made it into
the top 12 and was awaiting votes to
continue in the competition. Q
—Adara Meyers ’08
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Guidelines

Spring, anyone?

Upcoming Deadlines

Fall 2015:
Winter 2016:
Spring 2016:
Summer 2016:

June 24, 2015
Sept. 22, 2015
Jan. 7, 2016
March 10, 2016

These deadlines apply to class
secretaries and their columns.
Submissions from classmates should
be made directly to class secretaries
before these deadlines.
We cannot guarantee the
publication of class notes received
after the deadline as production
schedules and resources require
strict deadline compliance.
Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints
(made from a negative) or digital
photos can be submitted to the
Quarterly for publication.
Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6
inches or larger and 300 dpi.
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG
and email it as an attachment to
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
How to Submit Class Notes

Email your notes to
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)

Who remembers this spring tradition? A procession of students, all wearing their class color sweaters and white
dresses, gather around the Dimple and head toward Cole chapel for Founders Day in 1958. The professor at the front of
the group is Henrietta Jennings, professor of economics and sociology from 1931–1965.

Email:

By fax:

(508) 286-8228

By post: Yes,

the postperson is still
welcome at our door. You may mail
columns or your news to:
Class Notes
Wheaton Quarterly
Wheaton College
Norton, MA 02766
Questions?

We are here to help tackle any
questions, concerns or problems
that come up as you work on your
class notes.
News about members of classes that are not listed
or do not have a class secretary may be submitted
to the Wheaton Quarterly, preferably by email.

Stay connected to the latest
Wheaton news
Join us on
Facebook.com/WheatonCollege and
follow us on Twitter
@wheaton
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Make a commitment
President Dennis M. Hanno is encouraging all
in the Wheaton College community to commit
to spending at least 15 hours
during the year involved
in service that “changes
lives and strengthens
communities,” the theme of
his inauguration.
We want to know how you
are involved in changing lives
and strengthening communities through service,
research, social entrepreneurship and other ways.
Go online and tell us and send us a photo. We
may share your story online. Visit wheatoncollege.
edu/sssr and click on the Wheaton Cares logo.
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A family tree grows in Norton
Many families have long legacies at
Wheaton, with graduates from across the
generations. For the Knight and Sirois family, however, their unique family history at
Wheaton extends farther than most. Their
ancestry of graduates goes all the way
back to the earliest days of the college,
and most amazingly, continues on today.
Last fall, Elizabeth Sirois ’18, and her
mother, Deborah Grant Sirois, paid a
visit to the archives in the Madeleine Clark
Wallace Library to comb through photos and documents and discover some
of their family history at the college.
Their Wheaton family tree has many
branches, nine Wheaton students in all, so
stick with us: Elizabeth’s great-grandmother,
Mary Knight Grant, was in the Class of
1925. Mary’s sister, Helen Knight Atwood,
attended Wheaton at the same time, graduating a few years earlier, in 1922. Mary and
Helen’s brother, George Knight, married
another alumna, Margaret Hale Knight ’24.
Margaret and George had two daughters
who attended Wheaton, Joan “Bobbie”
Knight Thomsen ’52 and Martha “Marti”
Knight Koehler ’59. At the same time, Helen
had a daughter who was at Wheaton,
Betsy Atwood Nelson ’59. The most recent
generation of the family has two Wheaties,
Helen’s great-granddaughter Hayley Bright
’14 and Elizabeth in the Class of 2018.
For Elizabeth and Deborah, the voyage
through their ancestry has been enlightening, and has reinforced their connec-

tion to the college. Deborah explains, “I
always knew there was a family connection but it wasn’t until Elizabeth was going
through the application process that we
learned the extent of the family history at
Wheaton.” When they learned about the
family history, they reached out to College
Archivist and Special Collections Curator
Zephorene Stickney to see what documents and materials the library may have
from their family being at Wheaton.
The piles of photographs, stacks of notes
and even transcripts that the archivist uncovered for their visit
were truly remarkable. Their faces lit up
seeing photographs
from the 1920s of
family members
in their youth.
Seeing and
holding in her
hands a tangible
May Day, 1957. The May
Queen that year was
Martha Knight Koehler
’59. It was her niece,
Deborah Sirois, who came
to campus to research her
eight Wheaton alumnae
relatives.

record of her family had a real impact on
Elizabeth, especially from her perspective as a current student. “When I saw
the pictures of my different relatives, I felt
even more connected to Wheaton after
getting a visual of my relatives in the actual setting of Wheaton’s campus.”
For Deborah, the photographs had a
different resonance, revealing for her a
past she never knew. “I was thrilled to
see my grandmother (Mary Knight Grant
’25) as a young woman. I almost didn’t
recognize her. She passed away when
I was ten years old, so my memories of
her are somewhat limited. It was great
to see her class picture and her involvement with the YWCA as president. I really
enjoyed looking at her report card, showing the classes she took and her grades.”
The Sirois/Knight family may well have
the most graduates from Wheaton in
their family tree, according to Zephorene
Stickney. And the connection to Wheaton
may yet be growing. “I just recently
learned that my third cousin is interested
in Wheaton, which is ironic due to the
fact that I met her two summers ago at my
summer camp by chance,” Elizabeth says.
Theirs is truly a Wheaton family.
—Abe Stein
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A second chance
Wheaton alum helps save stranded sea turtles
In mid-November, when the ocean
temperature in Massachusetts dropped
and cold-stunned sea turtles began to
wash up on Cape Cod Bay’s beaches,
veterinarian Leslie Boerner Neville ’87
jumped into action to help save them.
Volunteering with the turtle rescue
team of Massachusetts Audubon’s
Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary, she
shared her expertise and lent a hand,
as did her undergraduate advisor,
Wheaton College Professor Emerita
of Biology Barbara Brennessel.
The stranding is not a new occurrence, but this time it was
more dramatic in scope than in
previous years, making the rescue effort more challenging.
“In past years, 20 turtles washing
ashore in a day was a lot,” says Neville.
“This time during the peak days, which
began the week before Thanksgiving, they
were coming by the hundreds. Initially it
was overwhelming to see so many turtles
coming in, and I had to rely on my past
experiences to help decide which animals had the best chance of surviving.”
Neville has worked with the New
England Aquarium since graduating from
Wheaton, first as a volunteer, as an intern
and then as a part-time veterinarian. She
has been helping to care for cold-stunned
turtles since 2001, at the aquarium’s
Animal Care Center in Quincy, Mass.
These sea turtles nest in tropical waters—most come from the Caribbean and
the Gulf of Mexico—but swim northward
as far as New England to feed during the
warm summer months. They often get
stuck in the “hook” of Cape Cod on their
journey back to warmer waters. Stunned
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by the cold, they stop swimming, float and
are washed ashore. Staff and volunteers for
Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary organize
beach walks to scout for turtles and send
them to the aquarium’s rescue center.
Professor Emerita Brennessel, whose
research focuses on diamondback
terrapins and spotted turtles (threatened and endangered, respectively, in
Massachusetts), also volunteers to find
and transport cold-stunned sea turtles.
“What a thrill to watch Leslie in action as
she directed staff, volunteers and wildlife
rehabilitators in caring for the animals,”
says Brennessel. “It was a real emergency
situation and Leslie handled it admirably.”
Neville, who majored in biology at
Wheaton, enjoyed studio art classes and
earned a minor in art history. Loving to
work with her hands adds to her enjoyment of medicine, an interest that stems

partly from her experience as a health
advocate while in college, where she ran
programs and met with classmates to help
them manage personal health concerns.
“I learned the importance of being available, listening and trying to help others
when they were experiencing a difficult
situation,” she says. “The techniques that I
learned through my experience as a health
advocate were critical to my success as a
veterinarian. At work I diagnose and treat
animals, but a very important part of the
process is being able to interact with people
when they are in a stressful situation and
knowing how to ask the right questions.”
Currently, Neville, who earned her
veterinary degree from Tufts University
in 1993, works part time at a veterinary
clinic near her home in Harvard, Mass.
—Elizabeth Meyer ’14
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Good job
Nancy Dewey Simpson ’51, a paralegal in the estate planning practice area of Palmieri,
Tyler, Wiener, Wilhelm & Waldron, celebrated her 85th birthday on Oct. 31, 2014.
She takes great pride that she is still on the job and active after all these years. She
has worked at the firm for more than 39 years (and attends Pilates classes with her
husband, Alec, twice a week). Simpson graduated from Wheaton with a bachelor’s
degree in political science, with minors in economics and history. In February 1975,
she received a certificate in attorney assistant training-probate administration from the
UCLA School of Law Extension Program. She specializes in probate and trust administration. She also prepares federal estate tax returns, gift tax returns, and accountings for estates and conservatorships. Nancy works full time and when asked why
she doesn’t retire and enjoy more traveling with her husband, who has been retired
for more than 20 years, she says: “Working at Palmieri Tyler keeps me active. I love
the mental challenge, especially working with numbers and difficult accountings.”

Lesley Stahl ’63
honored for excellence
In November 2014, 60 Minutes correspondent Lesley Stahl
’63 was honored for her decades of distinguished reporting with the International Center for Journalists’ (ICFJ)
Founders Award for Excellence in Journalism. The Founders
Award is given to those who “demonstrate a longtime commitment to the highest standards of the journalism profession,” according to the ICFJ website. Past recipients include
Tom Brokaw, Christiane Amanpour and Bob Schieffer.
Stahl has repeatedly shaped the national—and international—debate through groundbreaking work as a CBS
White House correspondent, Face the Nation moderator, 48 Hours host, and now as a mainstay on 60 Minutes,
ICFJ president Joyce Barnathan said in a press release.
Stahl, who studied history at Wheaton, began her television broadcasting career as a producer and on-air reporter
at Boston’s WHDH-TV. She was hired at CBS News in 1972,
became a correspondent in 1974, and was NBC’s White House
correspondent under three presidencies. In 2000, she published a memoir, Reporting Live, detailing her journalism career.
Stahl spoke at Wheaton’s 1979 and 1989 Commencement
ceremonies and was awarded an honorary degree in 1979.
—Becca Manning
ALEXANDER MOROZOV
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Kenneth Babby ’02 named chair of baseball company board
Kenneth Babby has been named chair of the 10-member board of Minor League
Baseball’s Baseball Internet Rights Company (BIRCO). Babby is the owner and chief
executive officer of the Akron RubberDucks. BIRCO manages digital and interactive media rights of its member Minor League Baseball clubs and leagues.
A story about the appointment on MiLB.com pointed out that during Babby’s first season with the Akron Aeros (former name of the RubberDucks), he emphasized improving the fan experience at Canal Park and achieved a 11.9 percent increase in attendance.
He also was instrumental in adding a privately funded $1.65 million HD video board.
(Babby’s success was also chronicled in a September 2014 article in Cleveland Business.)
The MiLB.com story noted: “Babby’s experience with Internet rights and media advertising began in 1999 as a summer intern for the Washington Post. He climbed the
ranks and eventually attained the position of vice president of advertising, and most
recently, the chief revenue officer of Washington Post Media and general manager of Washington Post Digital, its online and social media counterpart.”

The beat of her own drum
It’s not every day that one gets to perform on stage at Boston’s
Symphony Hall, especially if you are not a professional musician.
But that day recently came for Natalie Shelton ’05. She got to play the
timpani, a giant classical drum, during a performance at Boston’s Symphony
Hall. Her performance was part of a new Boston Symphony Orchestra
program in which amateur musicians from various professions are selected through an application process, brought together, provided brief
rehearsal time, and then given a chance to play in front of a live audience.
Shelton, a psychobiology major, works for Helping Hands,
More online on WBUR.org:
a national nonprofit organization based in Boston, trainListen, read the story and view a video of Shelton
ing monkeys to become service animals for people with
rehearsing at artery.wbur.org/2015/01/30/
limited mobility. For years, she has had a love for the
amateur-musicians-play-boston-symphony-hall
drum that dates back to her eighth grade music class.
She made her stage debut as a drummer in eighth grade, dressed as the Energizer Bunny in a play, she said
in a story about the symphony’s program that was broadcast on 90.9 WBUR, Boston’s NPR news station.
Shelton discovered the timpani in high school when she was in the band, but never pursued it as a professional musician. Yet, she was lucky enough to end up on stage at Symphony Hall on Saturday, January 31.
“To play at Symphony Hall, I mean, that’s kind of a dream for any Boston-area musician I would
say,” she told the interviewer. “I’ve attended concerts there, but I never imagined I’d be setting foot on the stage. And it was a lottery system, so I feel like I won the lottery!”
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Seen at last
In 1950, the celebrated photographer Gordon Parks returned to his hometown for
LIFE magazine to produce a photo essay documenting African Americans’ experience of segregation, but to his chagrin, the photographs were never published.
Finally, 65 years later, Parks’s work was shown at the Museum
of Fine Arts in Boston in the exhibition “Gordon Parks: Back
to Fort Scott,” which opened on Jan. 17, 2014.
In a story about the exhibition, Peter Kunhardt Jr. ’05, the executive director of the Gordon Parks Foundation, told the New York Times, “Gordon was very
disappointed that the story never ran. He was really going back to a place that
meant everything to him, and he wanted to use it to say something important.”
The New York Times observed that Parks’s pictures of his former classmates from Fort Scott are powerful pictures today “when racial unrest and de
facto segregation in many American cities give it a new kind of relevance.”
The new exhibition provides a fresh opportunity to appreciate the work
of a photographer considered among the most influential of the 20th century. Kunhardt says that his work shows a mastery of the photo essay form
and a deep commitment to seeing and capturing the humanity of others.
Said Kunhardt in the article: “His genius, I think,
was based on a respect and trust he brought to the people and issues that he photographed. He spent much
time with his subjects, sometimes even living with them—often in the harshest conditions.”
Parks worked at LIFE with Kunhardt’s grandfather, and the photographer was a friend of the family and a regular visitor to the home, the Wheaton grad remembers. But Kunhardt’s knowledge of the photographer’s work runs deeper. He served as co-editor of the five-volume Gordon Parks: Collected Works, which was published in 2013.
The art history major previously served as a co-editor (with his father and uncle) of Looking for Lincoln: The Making
of an American Icon, which was published in 2009 on the 200th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s birth.

NICKI PARDO

Stay connected
Has your last name changed
due to a change in marital
status?
Did you move recently? Do you
have a new email address?
We want to know.

Please keep Wheaton updated
with your latest information.

your contact information, you
will need to join/register for the
online community.

Go to wheatoncollege.net. Once
you are on the page, look for the Too complicated?
link on the right-hand side that
Email your updated information
says “update my info.” Please
to alum@wheatoncollege.edu.
note that in order to update
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A new page in her story after Wheaton
Maricielo Solis ’14 was selected into the
NBCUniversal Page Program in fall 2014.
The yearlong program is a rotational training
and development program that serves as
a pipeline for entry-level positions within
NBCUniversal. During the year, pages have
the opportunity to work and gain handson experience within different departments throughout the entire NBCUniversal
organization. The three-month assignments allow pages to explore their interests and develop their skills in media.
The program is highly competitive,
only accepting 2 percent of the 16,000
annual applicants, and has helped the
careers of many famous anchors, producers, actors and media personalities.
“I hope to hone my journalistic skills,
make connections in the media industry and
get more experience in news production,”
said Solis, who majored in international
relations at Wheaton. “My ultimate goal

is to land a job as a production coordinator and work my way up to become
a TV anchor/reporter and producer of
documentaries and independent films.”
It has been a busy learning experience so far.
Her assignments?
“I am basically working seven days a
week. It is crazy but I love my job.”
“During my time at Wheaton, I had the
amazing opportunity to complete two
media internships, one in the U.S. and
another one abroad. My first media internship was at Univision Television Network
as an investigative reporter intern. This
internship was possible with the support of the Wheaton Fellows program,
which provided me with funding to
undertake an unpaid media internship.
“The second internship was with Bolivian
Express magazine in La Paz, Bolivia, as a
journalist. I got the internship with the help
of the staff at the Filene
Center for Academic
Advising and Career
Services, who connected me to a Wheaton
student who had
previously completed
the internship, and I
received funding support through the Davis
International Fellows
Program. Overall, I
truly believe that the
tools and resources
that the Filene Center
provided me were crucial to being accepted
into the Page Program
at NBCUniversal. Both
internships provided

me with print and broadcast newsroom
experience and exposure that are essential
to excel in this competitive industry. “
Solis’s assignments as a page have
included being an assistant at the TODAY
Show, helping with audience coordination for Late Night with Seth Meyers, The
Meredith Vieira Show, The Tonight Show
starring Jimmy Fallon and Saturday Night
Live. She also served as a production assistant at Weekend TODAY and had the
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to work
the red carpet for Saturday Night Live’s
40th Anniversary Special, escorting Steven
Spielberg, Robert De Niro and Tina Fey.
She is currently on assignment at MSNBC.
“Being part of the NBCUniversal Page
Program has been a truly unique and rewarding experience,” she says. “My assignments
have given me the opportunity to network
tremendously with talent and producers, and
learn every aspect of news production.”

Maricielo Solis ’14 got to meet and work with many NBC celebrities, including
Meredith Vieira (center).
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Ted Nesi ’07 listed as one of
best political reporters in the
country
The Washington Post this winter confirmed again what we at Wheaton
College already know: Ted Nesi ’07 rocks as a reporter. He made
the newspaper’s “2015 list of best state political reporters.”
Read about it at: http://goo.gl/HgGOgS
Nesi, who majored in political science at Wheaton, covers politics and
the economy in and around Rhode Island at WPRI-TV. This semester he is
teaching “Journalism” at Wheaton as a visiting instructor of English.
“The Fix” columnist for the Washington Post, Chris Cillizza, describes political reporters like Nesi as: “The most under-appreciated reporters in the
political world are the scribes covering state and local politics. They rarely get the attention of their colleagues at the national
level but are often covering the very politicians and national trends that come to impact the broad political landscape.”
Every two years, the columnist honors the “best of the best from each of the 50 states plus the
District of Columbia,” based on recommendations from Cillizza’s blog readers.

This isn’t the first time that the news reporter has been the news. Read more:
Wheaton Quarterly: http://goo.gl/N3M7fi
Wheaton College, In the News: http://goo.gl/1iRWSk and http://goo.gl/7icJOn

Every life has stages.
Wheaton has a gift plan for every one.
Planning for and protecting your future
includes thoughtful gift planning throughout
your life. During your later years, for
example, you might consider establishing a
charitable gift annuity that will benefit you
or your loved ones in your lifetime, and then
future generations of Wheaton students.
Find out more about how you can give
for the future right now. Call the Office of
Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or online at
wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning.

Your gift. Your way.
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IN MEMORIAM
1937

Jane Ault Lindholm died on Dec.
11, 2014, at the age of 99. Married
for more than 71 years, Jane and
her husband, Milton, lived for 65
of those years in Lewiston, Maine,
near the Bates College campus. In
1975, Milton was given a working
sabbatical, and they lived for eight
months in Geneva, Switzerland, visiting and evaluating American and
international high schools throughout Europe. They traveled twice to
Sweden, and they also enjoyed trips
to southern France, with Milton
driving and Jane navigating, setting
the agenda, making arrangements,
and keeping an extensive journal.

1940

Catherine Higgins Stilmar, 96,
died on Aug. 15, 2014, in her family home in Dennisville, N.J. After
graduating from Wheaton, she pursued graduate work at the University
of Massachusetts, and taught at
Westbrook Junior College in Maine.
She later moved to Washington,
D.C., and worked for the National
Bureau of Standards as a chemist
during WWII. After her marriage
to Frederic Stilmar, she moved to
Wilmington, Del. She served on the
board of the YMCA and then the
board of Gilpin House, of which she
was chair for five years. In 2002, she
was honored for 50 years of service
in the Wilmington Christmas Shop
and continued active service for
another nine years. She was active
on the River Park Cooperative board
for 25 years, until she was 93.

1942

Dorothea Ensko Wyle Yost passed
away on Nov. 6, 2014, at her home
in Ocala, Fla. At Wheaton, she was
instrumental in helping to establish a
synchronized swimming team. Wed
to Vernon Wyle in 1944, Dorothea
taught school for 20 years in
Greenwich, Conn. She and Vernon
later moved to Kerrville, Texas,
where he passed away in 1986. She
married her second husband, James
Yost, in May 1992.
Dorothy Holsapple, 93, died on
April 24, 2014, at Northern Dutchess
Hospital in Rhinebeck, N.Y. She was
the office manager of the Rockefeller
Foundation until her retirement. She
lived in New York City for many
years before moving to Rhinebeck,
N.Y. She was active in the Church of
St. John in Rhinebeck and previously at Christ Episcopal Church
in Hudson. She enjoyed her many
friends, the arts, travel, opera and
gardening.
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1943

Sally Kolodney Wallace, 91, died on
April 15, 2014.
Margaret McMurrough Irish died
on Nov. 17, 2014, in Perris, Calif.
Margaret grew up in Norton, Mass.,
graduating from Wheaton with a
bachelor’s degree in American history. She was an ensign in the Navy
during WWII, serving as a coding
officer in Washington, D.C., from
1944 to 1946. She met her husband,
Glenn, also a naval officer, at a
skating rink in Washington, D.C.
They moved to Detroit, Mich., and
had two daughters. They came to
California in 1956, and moved into
their newly built home in Fullerton
a year later. Margaret worked at
the Fullerton Public Library for
26 years. In 1973, she earned a
master’s degree in library science
from California State University
in Fullerton. She retired in 1986.
Margaret enjoyed swimming, iceskating, and tending her rose garden. Through the years, Margaret’s
lovely singing voice and beautiful
smile brightened everyone’s day.

1945

Judith “Judy” Lindsay died on Dec.
31, 2014, at the age of 91. Born in
Milwaukee, Wis., Judy spent much
of her life in Milwaukee and in the
Village of Oconomowoc Lake, Wis.
She applied her serious intellect,
enthusiasm for reading, and lifelong
love for nature in her environmental activism. Judy was a talented
artist who enjoyed sketching and
creating watercolor renderings of
natural subjects. She was a longtime
active member of the First Unitarian
Church, and incorporated her values
and talent in her work as a docent at
the Milwaukee Public Museum.
Helen Duggan Northrop died on
January 13, after spending most of
her life in Hopedale and Milford,
Mass. She taught for many years as
a reading specialist, and worked as
a school principal. Helen enjoyed
traveling and took many trips with
her daughter and husband over the
years. She volunteered her time at
Harvard’s Fogg Museum. She also
spent 25 years serving as a secretary
for the Brigham and Women’s
Auxiliary Board in Boston. Helen
was the wife of the late William
Northrop Jr.

1946

Priscilla Pierce Pevear died in her
home on February 4. She was 90
years old. After graduating from
Wheaton, Priscilla was asked to

stay and teach chemistry until MIT
recruited her as an assistant professor. At the time, she was one of the
few female professors at MIT, and
her research on colloidal chemistry
was nationally recognized. In 1949,
she married George Pevear. They
shared 60 years of marriage prior
to his passing in 2009. A resident
of Wellesley since the 1950s, she
took great pride in her family’s New
England heritage. She was influential
in the preservation of the original
1630s Pierce Homestead, located in
Dorchester, Mass. Her understated
ways, empathy and keen interest
in others were just a few of the
characteristics that engendered the
enormous love felt for her by family
and friends.

1947

Monna Dingman Fauteux, 89,
of Hubbardston, Mass., died on
January 21, at Massachusetts
General Hospital in Boston. She
was born and raised in Palmer,
Mass., and lived for 21 years in
Holden, Mass., before moving to
Hubbardston in 1979. At Wheaton,
she majored in English. After graduation, she relocated to Cambridge,
Mass., where she met her husband,
Jacques. Her first professional job
was as a magazine writer at the
Mutual Boiler Insurance Co. in
Boston. In 1966, Monna began
teaching English at Wachusett
Regional High School. She eventually earned a master’s degree in
education from Worcester State
College. She retired after more than
20 years and later enjoyed teaching
foreign students English as a second
language at Brandeis University. She
was a finalist for the 2012 Walker
Percy Prize in Short Fiction. She
never failed to stay in contact with
family and friends and retained
strong ties to her classmates from
Wheaton.

1950

Katharine “Kitty” Johnson Cruger,
86, of Peabody, Mass., passed away
at the Kaplan Family Hospice House
on January 3. Kitty loved traveling
and taking family vacations. She enjoyed summers at the Beach Club in
Swampscott, Mass., and she could
always be found knitting, or with
a good book or crossword puzzle
close by. She enjoyed nothing more
than spending time with family and
good friends. Kitty was a member
of the Busy Bees Sewing Circle of
Salem, Mass., and also volunteered
at the Marblehead Counseling
Center. She contributed to numerous charities, and she was always

willing to help anyone who needed
a hand.

1953

Lydia “Lee” Dingwell Wheeler,
died on Nov. 6, 2014, in her home
in Duxbury, Mass. Lee met her
husband, Bill, while she was at
Wheaton and he was at Yale. They
were married in 1953 and spent 61
years together, having two daughters, seven grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren. Lee was active
in sports, was class president, and
as a student at Wheaton, served on
the honor board and sang in the
Wheatones.

1957

Elizabeth “B.J.” Peirce Stewart, of
Arlington, Va., died on January 22.
After graduation from Wheaton, B.J.
went to the University of Colorado
to study physical therapy. She was
a devoted physical therapist with
many rewarding memories, including working with wounded Vietnam
veterans at the McGuire VA Medical
Center. She later worked in home
health care and nursing-home care,
continuing to volunteer after retirement. She was an active member
of her church, Bon Air Baptist, and
former member and volunteer of
Branches Baptist Church. She lived
her life with enthusiasm and adventure, always greeting others with a
wave and a smile.

1962

Susan Rench Corrington died on
Nov. 6, 2014. After graduating from
Wheaton, she attended the George
Warren Brown School of Social
Work at Washington University. She
was devoted to others and spent her
entire career in the social services
field. Susan was an avid tennis
player, knitter and seamstress.
Sheila Cass Dineen, 74, died on
Dec. 16, 2014. Sheila was a retired
teacher of more than 35 years,
mostly teaching seventh and eighth
grade math and English. She also
taught some adult education classes.
Her main interests were sailing,
tennis and golf. She volunteered
through the years with organizations
that provide services for animals
and children, and she served on
the board of the senior center in
Fayetteville, N.Y.

1966

Anne Dickson Ravenel, 70, of
Pittsboro, N.C., passed away on
Oct. 31, 2014, after a battle with
Parkinson’s disease. Anne, who was
married for 44 years to her husband,

Lee, obtained her master’s degree in
elementary education from Goucher
College in 1967.
Jennifer Bonner Parker, 69, of
Wallkill, N.Y., died on Dec. 9, 2014,
in Gooding, Idaho, at DeSano Place,
a residential care facility. Jennifer
was a flight attendant from 1966 until
she retired in 2005. She flew with
Pan American World Airways for 25
years, and Delta Airlines for 14 years.
She enjoyed seeing new places and
meeting new people. As part of her
career as a flight attendant, she took
part in troop transport flights during
both Operation Desert Storm and
Operation Desert Shield. Jennifer
was also a student pilot of helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft, and flew
just over 400 hours in the 1960s and
1970s, most of those hours in her
own Piper J-3 Cub plane.

1967

Caroline Wright, of Weston, Mass.,
died May 25, 2014. She was 69. She
majored in art history at Wheaton,
but studied physics as well. For
three years after graduation, she
taught at the Winsor School and in
the Walpole public school system.
She was an avid athlete—playing
field hockey at Wheaton. She also
enjoyed tennis, golf and curling.
Caroline was a fearless skier who
hiked up Tuckerman’s Ravine and
then skied down. She spent her
summers on Cape Cod sailing with
friends and family, with the exception of the summer after junior year,
when she worked for Crossroads
Africa building houses in Senegal.

1980

Martha Giltinan, 57, of Beaver,
Penn., died December 12, after a
prolonged illness. After graduating
from Wheaton, Martha attended
Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary and Virginia Theological
Seminary, and received her doctorate from the Trinity School for
Ministry. Martha served as rector of
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, in
Ayer, Mass., and as assistant rector
at Christ Church of Hamilton and
Wenham, in South Hamilton, Mass.
She joined the faculty of Trinity
School for Ministry, in Ambridge,
Penn., in 2005. Martha was a priest
of the Anglican Church in North
America, as well as a lifelong student, pastor and teacher.

1982

Elizabeth “Liz” Curley, 54, died
on Dec. 16, 2014. Elizabeth was
born and raised in Westbury, N.Y.
After graduating from Wheaton,

Professor Grace Baron
Grace Baron, professor emerita
of psychology at Wheaton, died of
pancreatic cancer on February 27.
She joined the Psychology
Department at Wheaton in 1981,
teaching thousands of students
during more than 30 years as an
active faculty member.
She was a beloved teacher who
believed in supporting and nurturing
students’ varied interests. Over the
years she supervised honors theses
on a broad range of topics.
In addition to teaching classes
in psychology, Grace held a
number of additional roles at
Wheaton. From 1982 to 1993,
she served as the director of the
Elisabeth Amen Nursery School,
a preschool for children and a
laboratory for Wheaton psychology
students. Grace enjoyed being a
part of Wheaton’s long tradition of
integrating experiential learning and
teaching. She also served as the first
faculty liaison to the Filene Center.
Professor Baron received her
master’s degree in experimental
psychology in 1969 and Ph.D. in
psychology from Boston College
in 1975. For more than 40 years,
her clinical work and research
emphasized the teaching of selfcontrol to persons with autism
spectrum disorders. Since 1982,
Grace served as a behavioral
consultant at the Groden Center in
Providence, R.I. With colleagues
from the center and Wheaton, she
published clinical, research and
theoretical works in behavioral
psychology, autism, imagery, selfinjury, and autism services.
She co-edited Autism: Strategies
for Change (1998) with Gerald
Groden, and Stress and Coping in
she attended the SUNY School of
Environmental Forestry. She taught
biology at ESM high school in
Syracuse, N.Y.

1997

Kimberly Lawler Paolino died on
Dec. 24, 2014. After graduating
from Wheaton, Kimberly did a tour
with the Peace Corps in Jamaica.
She worked with troubled youths
in Massachusetts before moving
to Arizona, where she became an
adult probation officer with the
Maricopa County probation depart-

William played varsity soccer at
Wheaton, where he double majored
in international relations and economics. Ever social, William had a
wide circle of friends with whom he
shared countless memories, from
backyard games of any kind, to organized sporting events, to summers
on Cape Cod. Most recently, he was
looking forward to participating in a
clinical trial to find a cure for peanut
allergies, a condition from which he
suffered.

Friends

Robert Muttart, 74, former director of the Wheaton media center,
in November 2014
Linda Carlson, former admission
staff member, in December 2014
Elinor Vernon, former director of
the Alumnae/i Office, in January

Autism (2006, Oxford University
Press), with June Groden, Gerald
Groden, Matthew Goodwin ’98 and
Lewis Lipsitt.
Always active in her community,
Grace was instrumental in founding
the Norton Institute for Continuing
Education (NICE) and planning the
early courses that NICE taught.
As NICE evolved, she became the
official liaison between NICE and
Wheaton, recruiting many Wheaton
faculty to teach in the program,
planning lectures, and managing the
NICE partnership with Elderhostel,
now called ROAD Scholars.

More online
You can read more about Professor
Grace online at
wheatoncollege.edu/
news/2015/03/04/grace-baron
and
wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/
2010/12/03/
spectrum-possibilities/

ment. She then went on to join the
Phoenix Police Department as a
crime scene specialist and evidence
processor. In December of 2011,
she completed a master’s degree in
public administration from Arizona
State University. Kimberly enjoyed
spending time with her friends,
gardening, and sharing her life with
her husband.

2013

William Nesbitt, 23, of Holliston,
Mass., died unexpectedly on
January 21. A lover of all sports,

Relatives

1944 Edmund Nutting, husband
of Mary Howard Nutting, in
November 2014
1954 Jonathan Swain, husband
of Madeline Ricker Swain, in
December 2014
1958 James Moore, husband of
Edith Shipley Moore, in March
2014
1960 Barton Skeen Jr., husband of
Helen Nelson Skeen, in February
1961 Walter Phillips Jr., husband
of Valerie Ogden, in February
1967 Donald Welles, husband of
Susan Weck Welles, in June 2014
1972 Chester Wallace, father
of Wendy Lynn Wallace, in
December 2014
1979 Judith Lindsay, mother
of Katherine Knight Lindsay, in
December 2014
1980 Jeannette Nordin, mother of
Diane Nordin, in December 2014
1983 Mary Kaye, mother of
Gretchen Kaye Crowley, in
January
1987 Linda Carlson, mother of
Karen Carlson Bonneville, in
December 2014
1982 Arthur Swenson, father of
Ruth Swenson Milano, in July
2014
1994 Cora Banks, mother of
Jeffrey Banks, in March 2014
1997 Linda Carlson, mother of
Anne Rodrigues, in December
2014
2005 William Duval, father of
Jared Duval, in January
2007 William Duval, father of
Juliet Duval, in January
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Spring ahead
Let’s face it, unless you are lucky enough to live in a sunny,
warm location, this has been a tough, (ice) dam winter. With
this issue of the Quarterly, we happily cast our gaze toward
spring and summer with the hopes that the snow will melt,
along with all our bitter memories of shoveling. To get us in the
giddy mood for the warmth coming our way, we present this
intriguing archival photo of one of Wheaton’s spring traditions.
College Archivist Zephorene Stickney tells us that this is a photo
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of the Atlanta’s Race, an extravaganza presented by students on
May Day in 1930. The event included elaborate costumes, and
college carpenters even built a stage that looked like the front
of the Parthenon, including statues. Think about your time at
Wheaton. Are there any spring traditions or happenings that were
your favorites? We would like to know. Email us and tell us at
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. And, if you have a photo of it,
please share it.
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My gift.
My way.
Giovinella Gonthier ’72
(1949–2012)
Former Ambassador of the Republic of Seychelles
to the United Nations and to the U.S.
Wheaton College honorary degree recipient, 1985
Beloved wife of Roger Wilson

Roger Wilson: “Many years ago I bought two wholelife insurance policies and designated my wife as the
beneficiary in the event that I predeceased her. I have
always felt that the benefits of these policies really
belonged to her. Since she will not receive them, due
to her passing away before me, I decided to donate the policies to Wheaton’s scholarship
fund in her name. In a sense, Giovinella is passing on her benefits to other worthy
Wheaton students. As a high school student from a relatively poor family in Tanzania in
the 1960s, she was the first in her family to apply for a college education and the first
to apply to a college in the United States. She was always very grateful that Wheaton
accepted her application, awarded her a scholarship, and provided her with an excellent
education. More importantly, since she could not afford to travel to Tanzania to visit her
family during her four years at Wheaton, she appreciated the many welcoming members
of the Wheaton community who took her in during holidays and vacations. In 2012
I established a scholarship fund in her honor that is to be used to pay for the Wheaton
education of students born in Africa. It is my hope that the benefits of these life insurance
policies can be used to enhance this scholarship fund.”

Your gift. Your way.
Learn how you can give for the future right now.
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or
visit online at wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 wheatoncollege.edu

Take charge of
the future
Paige Scott ’93

Managing director, head of North American asset
management, at Sheffield Haworth
Board member, 100 Women in Hedge Funds
Wheaton Fund supporter

Leads the way:
“Sheffield Haworth is a global financial services executive search firm,
and I’m a ‘head hunter.’ I was based in the Boston office, which I opened for the
company five years ago. Last summer I moved to San Francisco to open our West
Coast office. After graduating from Wheaton in 1993 (not a great job market at that
time), I and three other Wheaties drove cross-country from Boston to California to
‘seek our fortunes.’ After a short stint at a law firm, I landed in executive recruiting
in 1994 and stayed with it. Wheaton prepared me to be adventurous and inquisitive.”

Values meaningful experience:
“One of my professors in French literature was an amazing person, a great
friend and supporter. I struggled with my French while at Wheaton. She came to my
dorm room a few times, and over tea she encouraged me to apply to one of the most
competitive junior year abroad programs in Paris. She wrote a letter of
recommendation to the program directors that I am certain made all the difference to
my getting in. It was wonderful to have such a supportive, kind and caring professor
who really believed in me and wanted me to experience a life-changing year.”

Provides opportunity:

Support Wheaton
Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Elisabeth FALL

“I contribute to the Wheaton Fund because I benefited from Wheaton financial
aid and scholarships. Without the support of the college (and my parents), I would not
have been able to attend such a terrific school. For me, giving to the Wheaton Fund is
about paying it forward to the next generation.”

