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BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

BETWEEN THE LINES

The Quarterly welcomes letters to the editor on topics you’ve read in these pages or on other topics concerning the Wheaton community. 

Email us: quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
Or send letters to: Sandy Coleman, editor, Wheaton Quarterly, Wheaton College, 26 E. Main St., Norton, MA 02766

Snow long, winter
By the time you read 
this, I hope that I’m 
wearing a lovely short-
sleeved blouse, stylish 
capri pants and high-
heeled sandals, and 
sitting on a bench on 
the deck of Balfour-
Hood complaining 
about how hot it is. 

I write this today not quite sure that 
this will be the case. It is the fifth day 
of spring, and, yet, I just wrote the 
umpteenth winter storm alert to email 
to the campus community, because 
the “s” word is on the way—again.

It has been an ugly New England 
winter. Just consider the numbers: 
By early March, Wheaton’s buildings 
and grounds crew had used 250 tons 
of rock salt; 2,000 bags of ice melt (50 
pounds each); and responded to 19 snow 
or ice-related storms (double the amount 

during the same time frame last winter).
However, there was still great beauty 

to be found. The campus landscape, of 

course, was gloriously picture-
perfect draped in white. But the 
most beautiful sights were the ones 
that took place in offices in the 
hours leading up to the storms, 
when staff members began watch-
ing forecasts, making plans; and 
in the darkness of the late nights 
and early mornings, when build-
ings and grounds crews showed up 
time and again eager to dig out the 
campus parking lots and clear off 
the pathways to make everything 
nice and safe for everyone, before 
we even considered venturing out. 

There is great beauty in the kind 
of dedication that they—and other 
staff members and faculty—show 
in caring for this campus com-
munity. Yes, they are all paid to 
do it, but the pride they seem 
to take in their work goes well 
beyond the call of duty. It is the 
kind of beauty that reflects the 
special hold that this college has 

on the people who work and learn here. 
For reminding us of that, we thank 

you, winter. Now, so long. Q

The images above are part of an ongoing project titled “Inside-Out,” a collection of photos shot through windows around campus. See more on Instagram.com/wheatoncollege.
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BY RONALD A. CRUTCHER, PRESIDENT

The meaning of community
Over several weeks this 
spring, I attended events for 
Wheaton alumnae/i, parents 
and friends in a number 
of cities, from Los Angeles 
to London. Each gathering 
was unique, in that different 
topics and different presenters 
were featured. In every case, 
however, I was struck by the 
warmth and camaraderie of 
the group and a deep sense 
of appreciation for having 
had the opportunity to get to 
know so many, many Wheaties 
during the past 10 years. 

As the date for the end of my term has 
neared, I have spent some time reflecting 
on all that I have learned and seen and 
done, and the wonderful friends both Betty 
and I have made during my presidency. 

Every institution of higher education is 
shaped not only by its location but also by 
the people who are associated with it, as 
students, faculty members, alumnae/i, staff 
and friends. In my experience, however, 
Wheaton’s sense of identity as a community 
and its commitment to maintaining that 
character are unique sources of strength. 

I don’t mean to sound surprised. The 
strength of Wheaton’s community was 
evident from my first encounters with the 
college, and I made it a central theme of my 
remarks during my inauguration, saying:  

The one special attribute that sets us 
apart—our distinctive community, unique-
ly collegial and collaborative—will give us 
the strength we need to achieve our goals 
and to meet our challenges. There is on 
this campus a remarkably strong consen-
sus about community, what it is, what its 

benefits are. … The Wheaton community 
is collegial in the best sense of the word.

I meant those words at the time; they 
mean so much more to me now, hav-
ing had the opportunity to become more 
fully a member of this community and to 
witness the power that comes from work-
ing together toward a common goal. Go 
Beyond: The Campaign for Wheaton 
reflects our capacity to promote change 
that will impact lives for years to come. 

The beneficial impact of that gener-
osity is easy to see in the Mars Center 
for Science and Technology, which has 
transformed the campus and facilitates a 
new level of collaboration among faculty 
and students across the disciplines. It is 
also evident in the new Diane Nordin ’80 
Athletic Field, which creates much-needed 
space for intercollegiate and recreational 
athletics. Other effects of the outpour-
ing of philanthropy, such as the creation 
of more than 220 new scholarship funds 
and new internship funds, may not be as 
readily evident to a casual visitor, but their 

impact on our community is significant.
That philanthropic spirit also finds expres-

sion in the many alumnae/i and parents 
who reach out to help current students 
connect their academic work to their 
life and career plans, by offering intern-
ships and informational interviews, and by 
participating in career discussion programs 
in individual classes and at special events 
that are held throughout the school year. 
The number of alumnae/i who are in-
volved in these activities has more than 
doubled in recent years, and I see signs of 
continued growth in the number of new 
events that have been held this spring. 

New opportunities and challenges will 
arise in the years ahead. I have no doubt that 
the resources of the Wheaton community 
will be equal to the task of seizing the mo-
ment and renewing the college’s strength.

As Betty and I move on, I know that 
wherever we go we will become part of 
new communities, and we look forward to 
those new experiences. But, for sure, we 
will always cherish the embrace of Wheaton 
and being part of this very special place. Q

CONVERGENCE

Professor Patrick Johnson, Ken Kristensen ’92, Tracy Abrams Rosen ’92 and President Crutcher at 
a panel discussion titled “Entertaining Success” in California that the president led with George 
and Annsley Chapman Strong ’69 and Audrey MacLeod Schneiderman ’48.

KATHIA MANZI ’90

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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AROUND THE DIMPLE 

Wheaton selects Dennis Hanno as eighth president

The Wheaton Board 
of Trustees voted 
unanimously on Saturday, 
February 22, to appoint 
Dennis Hanno as the 
college’s new president. 

Hanno, currently provost and senior 
vice president at Babson College, will be 
the eighth president in Wheaton’s 180-
year history. He will take office on July 
15, replacing Ronald A. Crutcher, who 
is stepping down at the end of this aca-
demic year after a decade of service.

“There were many impressive and quali-
fied candidates to lead Wheaton College. 
During our selection process, we listened 
carefully to the greater Wheaton commu-
nity and concluded that without a doubt 
Dennis has what it takes to move this school 
forward,” said Thomas Hollister, chair of the 
Wheaton Board of Trustees. “Wheaton has 
historic commitments to gender equality 
and diversity, as well as to the power of 
a rigorous liberal arts education. Dennis 
is not only equipped to ensure a success-
ful future for Wheaton, he embodies the 
values on which this school was built.” 

Hanno has held several senior leader-
ship positions at Babson College since 
2006. Among his many accomplishments 
at Babson, he is responsible for increasing 
the emphasis on liberal arts throughout the 
school’s curriculum. He also led the effort 
to integrate entrepreneurial thought and 
principles of socially responsible manage-
ment throughout the curriculum. Beyond 
the classroom, Hanno has championed 
initiatives to enrich students’ residential and 
co-curricular experiences, focusing on the 
campus as a seven-day-a-week, 24-hour-
a-day living and learning laboratory. 

“Throughout my career, I have focused 
on the importance of diversity, a student-
centered approach, and broadening the 
scope of what students study—from the arts 
and humanities to the social sciences and 
the sciences,” said Hanno, 58. “Wheaton 
College is grounded in values that have in-

spired my life’s work, and I see tremendous 
possibilities ahead for this vibrant seat of 
higher learning. I am extremely honored to 
have the opportunity to build on Wheaton’s 
past, and to contribute to its future.”

In addition to his campus-based work, 
Hanno has founded and led a number 
of programs dedicated to education and 
development in Africa during the past 
decade, working in Uganda, Rwanda, 
Ghana and Tanzania. He is the founder 
of the Babson-Rwanda Entrepreneurship 
Center located in Kigali, Rwanda, which 
is dedicated to economic and entrepre-
neurial development within the country. 
He also created and directed the Babson 
Entrepreneurial Leadership Academy, which 
operates in multiple African countries. 

Hanno has a deep commitment and 
belief in the power and value of diver-
sity, and it is one of the many reasons 
he said he feels akin to Wheaton.

“For well over a century Wheaton focused 
on creating opportunity for young women, 
even when those opportunities were rare,” 
said Hanno. “These roots are clearly evident 

in its focus today on creating a diverse com-
munity that provides opportunity for all.”

Leonard Schlesinger, former president of 
Babson College, enthusiastically endorses 
his former colleague, saying: “I have had 
the benefit and privilege of working with 
Dennis throughout my tenure as president 
of Babson College. He is simply one of the 
most genuinely engaged academic leaders 
I have ever known. He knows everybody 
around the college and everything that is 
going on and is equally comfortable at a fac-
ulty curriculum meeting, a student athletic 
or social event, a budgeting session or with 
community leaders on one of his regular 
Africa trips with students, staff and alum-
ni. The Wheaton College community has 
made an inspired choice…. Working along 
with Dennis, the college will reach heights 
and aspirations it has yet to imagine.” Q

—Michael Graca

More online
Read the full story online and watch a video address 
from the new president.

President-elect Dennis Hanno met with members of the Wheaton Student Government Association in March. 
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Brad Sago 
directs new 
business and 
management 
major
When the search committee was look-
ing for the founding faculty member to 
head Wheaton’s new business and man-
agement major, it had a tall order.

“We were searching for someone with 
extensive expertise in his or her field 
who had experience with and placed a 
high value upon the liberal arts,” said 
Professor of Psychology and Associate 
Provost Gail Sahar, who, along with 
Professor of Mathematics Michael Kahn, 
was co-chair of the search committee.

“We wanted someone who really 
believed in the mission of the college to 
provide a transformative education to our 
students; that is, the person had to be 
an excellent teacher,” said Sahar. “Our 
new colleague had to be a scholar do-
ing significant work in his or her area of 
specialty. We also required experience in 
starting a new program, including cur-
riculum development, hiring and all of the 
other tasks involved in launching a major.”

Meet Brad Sago; he fills the bill perfectly.
Wheaton’s new professor of business 

and management has an M.B.A., a master’s 
degree in media arts and science, and a 
doctorate in business administration. He has 
published extensively in business journals 
and has provided corporate training consult-
ing for companies, as well as for the U.S. 
Navy and Army. He previously was a profes-
sor of marketing at Whitworth University in 
Spokane, Wash., for more than 11 years. 

“The committee was struck by Professor 
Sago’s enthusiasm for integrating the busi-
ness and management major into the liberal 
arts education that Wheaton provides,” said 
Sahar. “He believes the best business profes-
sionals are broadly educated and understand 
the connections between disciplines.”

 At Whitworth University, Sago was 
brought on board as a faculty mem-
ber to design and build a new mar-

keting major. Within eight years, that 
major became the second largest of 
five majors in the business school.

“The major was known for academic 
rigor, student research, and giving stu-
dents the opportunity to apply their grow-
ing marketing knowledge and skills in 
consulting projects with local business 
clients,” said Sago, who began working 
at Wheaton during the spring semester.

     He already has the students in his 
marketing course working with local busi-
nesses, analyzing the clients’ marketing 
efforts, and then developing specific strate-
gies and tactics to improve their marketing. 

“I believe students gain a lot in hav-
ing the chance to apply what they 
are learning to such a real situa-
tion for a real client,” said Sago.

Wheaton’s new major in business and 
management, which draws upon the breadth 

and depth of the college’s liberal arts 
curriculum and its commitment to expe-
riential learning, responds to the nation’s 
need for a workforce of skilled and flexible 
learners who can adapt to a rapidly chang-
ing, technological and global society.

The new major also draws practi-
cal strength from affiliations with a 
number of business and nonprofit 
organizations that currently offer in-
ternships to Wheaton students.

Sago said he plans to continue to 
strengthen the ties with local businesses 
and organizations to benefit students and 
graduates, through internships, mentor-
ing and postgraduation employment. 

“I’m really enjoying the opportunity 
to be at the start of a business program 
at a place like Wheaton—with its cali-
ber of students, faculty and staff.” Q

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

A minute with...Bridget Brennan ’15 

Biology major Bridget Brennan spent last 
summer getting a feel for marine biology as 
an intern at Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution on Cape Cod. In the deep 
end: “I’ve always been interested in marine 
biology, since I was a kid. My parents could 
never get me out of the ocean. At Wheaton, 
I took ‘Intro to Marine Mammals,’ and that 
really sparked my interest in marine biology 
and inspired me to seek this internship. In 
class, we discussed all kinds of physiologi-
cal aspects of marine mammals, and we got 

to do an autopsy on a seal. The internship 
allowed me to take everything I learned 
in class and put it into real life, which was 
exactly what I was looking for.” Daily 
catch: “At the oceanographic institute, I did 
all sorts of work—from data entry to going 
out and responding to stranded animals. 
I also got to participate in marine animal 
necropsies. So some days I would work in 
the office, some days out in the field, and 
other days in the lab, which was my favorite 
part.” The ripple effect: “My internship 

definitely helped my educational experi-
ence. I gained leadership skills. I got to lead 
my own necropsy, and I had to come up 
with my own project for a stomach analysis, 
which required me to be innovative. I’ve 
found myself applying the same skills in the 
classroom with my academic projects at 
Wheaton.” Wait and sea: “After Wheaton 
I’m hoping to go to grad school for marine 
biology. I think this internship will provide 
me with valuable references, and it has 
helped prepare me for the work ahead.” Q
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Exploring new terrain
Professor leads mapping of Jovian moon

Geology professor Geoffrey Collins led a team 
of researchers, including Wheaton students, 
in producing the first global geologic map 
of Ganymede, Jupiter’s largest moon and 
the largest satellite in our solar system.

The map, published by the U.S. 
Geological Survey, is the first complete 
global map of an outer-planet moon. It will 
provide critical data to scientists planning 
future studies and exploration of our solar 
system, including follow-up missions to 
Ganymede and other satellites of Jupiter.

The work is particularly significant 
because the moon offers a good model for 
understanding icy worlds that appear to be 
common in our solar system and beyond.

“On icy worlds such as Ganymede, liquid 
water probably exists below the surface 
and may be in contact with nutrients from 
rocky materials,” said Collins, who led the 
mapping team. “That’s one of the reasons 
we’re so interested in understanding how 
icy worlds work, so we can understand the 
possibility of life beneath the surface and 
how we should go about looking for it.”

The publication of the map marks a 
major development in our understanding 
of Jupiter’s moons, which were discov-
ered more than 400 years ago by Galileo, 
and have been the subject of ongoing 

study by Earth-based telescopes and, 
more recently, by spacecraft flying by or 
orbiting the fifth planet from the sun.

Despite their size, Ganymede and its fel-
low Jovian moons were simply points of light 
for Galileo and astronomers working up until 
the 1970s. NASA’s Voyager 1 and 2 missions, 
as well as the Galileo orbiter, which orbited 
Jupiter from 1995 until 2003, provided the 
data to map the surface of Ganymede. 

 “We didn’t start on the mapping in ear-
nest until after the Galileo mission ended in 
2003,” said Collins, “but I drew the first digi-
tal lines on what would eventually become 
the global map of Ganymede in 1999.”

At the time, he was a graduate student, 
working with James Head, a professor of 
geological sciences at Brown University 
and the lead scientist in charge of directing 
Galileo’s onboard camera at Ganymede.

“There has been a long string of 
Wheaton students who have worked on 
some aspect of this project,” Collins said. 
One student, Jonathan Kay ’08, contrib-
uted a large enough portion of the work 

to be included as a co-author of the map, 
along with Collins, Head and others.

Kay noted that the experience led 
to his first research post as a gradu-
ate student at the University of Idaho. 
He is currently completing his Ph.D. 
in earth and environmental science at 
the University of Illinois in Chicago.

Emily Martin ’06 also credits her experi-
ence working on the project with Professor 
Collins in its earliest days for setting her 
on the path toward a Ph.D. in geologi-
cal science at the University of Idaho.

“I remember that there was a big learn-
ing curve when I had started this project 
back in 2005,” said Martin, who is cur-
rently conducting NASA-funded research 
on the tectonic history of Saturn’s moon 
Enceladus. “I used GIS software to com-
plete most of the work, and it’s not simple. 
I continue to struggle with it today as 
my projects have gained more complex-
ity, but I am very thankful that I got a 
head start learning this valuable tool.”

The European Space Agency is plan-
ning a new mission to orbit Ganymede, 
and NASA is currently studying a mis-
sion to visit Jupiter and its satellites. The 
Ganymede map will serve as an indis-
pensable guide to those plans, which will 
take more than a decade to unfold. Q

—Michael Graca

ILLUSTRATION BY ROBERT OWENS

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Art meets science
Exhibitions explore interdisciplinary connections

Michele L’Heureux ’88 is a constant 
observer. As a professional visual artist 
and gallery director of Wheaton’s Beard 
and Weil Galleries, she approaches art 
with the eye of a lifelong learner. So when 
the college’s Mars Center for Science 
and Technology opened, inspiration for a 
fruitful curatorial opportunity took hold.

“I’ve had a long-standing interest in 
the intersection of art and science,” said 
L’Heureux. “It’s really fascinating territory, 
and the presupposition of many people is 
that artists and scientists are different ‘ani-
mals’ that don’t engage in the same kinds of 
practices and questions.”

In 2012, she invited faculty across all 
disciplines to bring their students to the gal-
leries and got a great response.

Computer science professors Mark 
LeBlanc and Tom Armstrong coordinated 
with L’Heureux to have artist Chris Abrams 
lead an interactive lecture for students 
(particularly those interested in computer 
science and engineering) as part of the gal-
leries’ “New England Animation All-Stars” 
exhibition. Professor of Chemistry Elita 
Pastra-Landis took her “Advanced Organic 
Chemistry” students to “Sitelines,” a nature- 
and landscape-themed group exhibition that 
included a drawing by Kysa Johnson utilizing 
pollutants’ molecular structures.

“Some of Pastra-Landis’s students were 
fired up and questioning whether an artist 
could use ‘their’ language and tools, while 
others were really excited about being able 
to recognize some of the molecular struc-
tures in the work,” said L’Heureux.

It was at this point that L’Heureux decided 
to take a leap.

“I was confident I could sustain a year-
long inquiry into the connections between 
science and art with four exhibitions,” 
she recalled. The result was an expansive 
series in the galleries that was on view from 
September 2013 through April 2014.

The multimedia series showcased myriad 
technological and intimate works, such as 
Elizabeth Keithline’s woven-wire sculptures 
examining technological advancement and 
natural decay, and Andi Sutton’s site-specif-

ic, interactive installation in which visitors 
engage in conversations about our environ-
ment’s future, which are then recorded on 
dog tags displayed in the gallery. One of 
Rob MacInnis’s three video works featured 
more than 20 speakers strapped onto a tree 
and playing audio that scientist John Cramer 
invented to emulate the Big Bang’s sound, 
while a 100-hour projection by Marina 
Zurkow, another video artist, illustrated the 
seasonal change and the relationship be-
tween oil production and the environment.

Several professors took students to see 
the series, including Professor of Sociology 
Hyun Sook Kim. She taught the First-Year 
Seminar “Restoration,” which examines 
how humanity and nature are similarly 
destroyed in modernity, and looks at con-
temporary photos, film, essays and art as 
texts. Its focus intersects with many of the 
exhibitions’ themes.

Professors LeBlanc and Armstrong co-
taught “Future Interactions,” a course in 
which students designed and implemented 
software for cutting-edge devices like 
Google Glass, a “wearable” computer, and 
Leap Motion, a gadget that allows a user to 
control a computer without touching it.

“Computing is so ingrained in much of 
what we do in science and art that tradi-
tional academic boundaries make less and 
less sense, especially after college,” noted 
LeBlanc. “Wheaton students get this. It’s a 
function of the Connections courses and the 
type of student and faculty who choose to 
create, study and live in our community.”

Professor of Geology Geoffrey Collins 
collaborated with L’Heureux on the January 
exhibition, “Inner and Outer Space,” by invit-
ing artists Monica and Tyler Aiello to present 
February workshops at Wheaton in conjunc-
tion with their planetary geology works on 
view in the galleries. Students also created 
collages in connection to their presentations.

“Art can ask questions that can’t be ad-
dressed by science. It can approach a topic 
sideways, unbound by the strictures of logic 
and evidence,” Collins said. “Science is a 
powerful tool for understanding the uni-
verse, but it also needs a creative outlet to 
generate the best new ideas. The liberal arts 
are about producing well-rounded citizens 
of the world who can think in many differ-
ent modes in order to solve the problems 
confronting us.” Q

—Adara Meyers ’08 

Artist Nathalie Miebach (right) talks with a student in front of her sculpture “To Hear an Ocean in a Whisper.”
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A debut worth the wait
Orchestra performs music by Class of 1933 alum

We all could learn a lesson or two from 
Mary Louise Miller Spang, Class of 1933.

She overcame great adversity in her 
life, forging her own path after divorc-
ing her husband in 1946, at a time when 
divorce was still a damaging social stigma 
for women, and working to support two 
young children on her own while pursu-
ing her passion for music at Juilliard.

From 1946 until around 1959, Spang, who 
was an art major at Wheaton, was a prolific 
composer and published poet. Her musical 
career was cut short in 1959 when she was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, which led to 
her decline and death in 1975 at age 64.

On Dec. 6, 2013, she had her long-
overdue chance in the spotlight. The 
Great Woods Chamber Orchestra hon-
ored her during a concert by performing 
one of her musical compositions for the 
very first time. The orchestra debuted 
Spang’s “The Selfish Giant,” a musical 
interpretation of the children’s story by 
Oscar Wilde, in the Weber Theatre.

“Each section in ‘The Selfish Giant’ cor-
responds to a scene in Wilde’s story,” noted 
Delvyn Case, assistant professor of music 
and orchestra director. “The music is very 
colorful, depicting the giant by using the 
timpani and brass, and the children with 
the piccolo and other woodwind instru-
ments. The composition uses beautiful, rich 
harmonies reminiscent of jazz, though the 
style of the piece is certainly classical.”

The concert’s theme, “Wizards, 
Witches and Fairies,” music inspired by 
mythical creatures, was very much in 
keeping with Spang’s playful spirit. 

Spang’s daughter Elizabeth Ericson 
remembers her mother as a joy-
ful woman who wrote plays and songs 
for her children, filling their lives with 
amusement, according to Wheaton 
College Archivist Zephorene Stickney.

However, Ericson had never heard her 
mother’s compositions performed. She 
donated her mother’s musical scores, as 
well as photographs and a written reflec-

tion on her mother’s life, to Wheaton’s 
Marion B. Gebbie Archives, hoping that 
the music would someday be performed.

The performance of her music was 
part of a collaborative project that be-
gan in 2012. Stickney and assistant 
archivist Megan Wheaton-Book have 
been working with their student as-
sistants to create an online showcase 
celebrating Spang that is now online.

It includes a biography and reflection 
written by Spang’s daughter, a gallery 
of photographs, a list of Spang’s works, 
and the text of Oscar Wilde’s story “The 
Selfish Giant.” Thomas Van Duyne ’14, 
a music major and student archival as-
sistant, has been developing the online 
exhibition for the past year, while Kimberly 
Hurst ’15 processed Spang’s collection.

“In the fall of 2012, Zeph and I were 
discussing under-utilized collections and 
how we could use technology to highlight 
them in a digital exhibit,” said Wheaton-
Book. “When Zeph mentioned the Spang 
collection, I knew that this was the one 
we should focus on. She is an excep-
tional example of the type of student that 
Wheaton helps create. She didn’t fold under 
pressure, and she gave back to her com-
munity. The take away from Ms. Spang’s 
experiences is that life is precious,” said 
Wheaton-Book. “You have to spend your 
time on things that make you happy.” Q

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14 

Mary Louise Miller Spang ’33 in 1962 

NICKI PARDO 
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Smart vacation choice: summer courses
Last summer, Sydney Gillis ’16 could have spent 
her break relaxing in front of the television or going 
to the beach. Instead, she was sitting in Room 
1141 of the Mars science center four days a week 
learning about hypothesis testing, linear and multiple 
regression, and variance analysis in Professor 
Rachelle DeCoste’s “Introductory Statistics” course.

And she had plenty of company. Gillis, 
who took the course to fulfill a require-
ment, was one of many students who 
jumped at the opportunity to take courses 
during Wheaton’s first summer session. 
The session was started as a pilot program 
to allow Wheaton students and others to 
take classes to make up a credit; to fit in 
coursework that they can’t accommodate 
in their regular schedule during the aca-
demic year; or just to enjoy a subject of 
interest during a quieter time on campus. 

The program was so successful that it 
will be offered again this summer. Wheaton 
faculty members will teach a wide range of 
full-credit courses during an intensive four-
week term from May 19 through June 13.

“I really liked that I was able to concen-
trate on only one class, and it was nice to 
know that I was getting a class out of the 
way in the summer so I would not have 
to worry about it during the year,” Gillis 

said. “I think that if students take advan-
tage of it, they will feel a lot more at ease 
during the regular semester knowing that 
they took an extra class in the summer.”

The courses being offered are ones 
that tend to be very popular during the 
regular academic year and/or satisfy 
curricular requirements. Also, some fac-
ulty members proposed new and in-
teresting courses they would like to try 
out. There are more choices this sum-
mer because the program has grown.  

“The responses we got in our survey of 
students and faculty were very positive last 
year,” said Gail Sahar, psychology professor 
and associate provost. “Students liked the 
ability to concentrate on just one course, 
valued the interactions that were made 
possible by the small class size, and gener-
ally appreciated the intensive nature of the 
courses. Many also liked that they could 
earn a full credit in just four weeks. For 

some students, this meant not having to take 
five courses during a regular semester.”  

Genevieve Minori ’15, a psychology ma-
jor, took Professor Barbara Darling-Smith’s 
“Religion and Sexuality” course last summer. 
“While the pace of the class was fast and 
challenging,” she said, “it made it easier to 
study and do well on the exams, because the 
material was still very fresh in our minds.” 

Professor Darling-Smith wanted to 
teach during the summer because she 
was intrigued by the fact that Wheaton 
was inaugurating a new program. 

“And I was excited to be in on it,” she 
said. “I taught ‘Religion and Sexuality’ be-
cause the course is always full to overflow-
ing during the regular semester, and I wanted 
to give students an opportunity to take it 
during the summer. I enjoyed teaching a 
smaller class than usual, with a much higher 
rate of participation in class discussion.”

Darling-Smith, who still maintained 
summer fun by having a picnic with 
students at the end of the term, also 
made an important point that seems 
key to the appeal of the summer ses-
sion for both students and faculty: 

“I did not feel as though it cut a 
dent into my summer,” she said. Q

Online
To see a full list of summer session courses, visit 
wheatoncollege.edu.

Assistant Professor of Mathematics Rachelle DeCoste goes over information during last year’s summer session course “Introductory Statistics.” 
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Commencement speaker national museum director 

Johnnetta B. Cole, director of the Smithsonian 
Institution’s National Museum of African Art in 
Washington, D.C., will deliver the keynote address 
at Wheaton’s 179th Commencement on May 17.

Cole is a scholar, author and activ-
ist for social and economic justice. As 
director of the National Museum of 
African Art since 2009, she oversees 
a collection of more than 10,000 ob-
jects of various media and art forms.

Previously, she was president of Bennett 
College and Spelman College, making his-
tory in 1987 as the first African American 
woman to lead Spelman. She also was the 
first African American to serve as chair 
of the board of United Way of America, 
from 2004 to 2006, and the first woman 
on the board of Coca-Cola Enterprises.

She currently serves on the schol-
arly advisory board for the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of African American 
History and Culture, the construction of 
which will be completed on the National 

Mall by 2015. She also is chair of the board 
of the Johnnetta B. Cole Global Diversity 
and Inclusion Institute at Bennett College.

Cole, who started college at age 15, has 
a master’s degree and doctorate in an-
thropology from Northwestern University. 
She has held teaching positions at several 
schools, including Emory University.

She has been awarded more than 
50 honorary degrees and has received 
numerous awards, including the Joseph 
Prize for Human Rights, presented by 
the Anti-Defamation League, and the 
Otis Social Justice Award from Wheaton 
in 2010. That year she also was named 
one of Ebony magazine’s 100 most 
influential African Americans. The 
American Council on Education award-
ed her the Reginald Wilson Diversity 

Leadership Award in March 2013.
In May, Cole will receive an honor-

ary degree at Commencement, as 
will Ronald A. Crutcher and four of 
Wheaton’s distinguished alumnae/i:

Karen Straus Cook ’74, a 
Wheaton Trustee emerita and a 
trailblazer for gender equality in 
the financial 
industry. She 
passed away 
at her home 
in New York 
on Oct. 2, 
2013, at the 
age of 61. The 
degree will be presented posthu-
mously. Cook’s career in finance 
spanned more than 30 years, most 
recently as chief investment officer 
of Steinhardt Management Company. 
From 1975 to 1988, she was a trader 
in the equities division at Goldman 
Sachs & Co. She was the first 
woman hired in equities at the firm.

Jonathan Crane ’95, who is the 
Raymond F. Schinazi Junior Scholar 
of Bioethics and Jewish Thought 
at Emory 
University’s 
Center for 
Ethics in 
Atlanta. He is 
an assistant 
professor 
in several 
departments, including medicine 
and religion. Crane, a third-
generation Wheaton graduate (his 
mother is Kathryn Kadane Crane 
’63; his grandmother was the late 
Helene Born Kadane ’35), ma-
jored in international relations and 
now holds four graduate degrees. 
He also is an ordained rabbi.

Mary Anne Marsh ’79, who is 
a nationally recognized political 
strategist and analyst with extensive 
experience 
in electoral 
politics, public 
policy and 
communica-
tions. She is 
a principal of 
the Dewey 
Square Group, a national public 
affairs and grassroots campaign 
firm in Boston. She has worked with 
numerous political clients, includ-
ing Senator John Kerry and Senator 
Edward M. Kennedy. Marsh also is a 
Democratic political analyst on the 
FOX News Channel, WCVB-Channel 
5 and WBZ-AM 1030 in Boston.

Anne-Imelda Radice ’69, who is 
the director of the American Folk Art 
Museum. She has served in multiple 
government 
positions, 
most recently 
as director of 
the Institute 
of Museum 
and Library 
Services. 
She has a master’s degree from the 
Villa Schifanoia in Florence, Italy, an 
M.B.A. from American University, and 
a Ph.D. from the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill. Prior to being 
appointed director of the folk art 
museum, she was acting assistant 
chair for programs at the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Q

FRANKO KHOURY
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Sifting through the science, politics of sugar
In March, the World Health 
Organization announced guidelines on 
sugar consumption, recommending that 
sugar intake not exceed 5 percent of 
total daily calories. That’s a challenge, 
considering that Americans are 
consuming more added sugar than 
ever, points out Associate Professor of 
Chemistry Laura Muller. In 1980, the 
per capita consumption was about 
120 pounds per year. The U.S. Census 
Bureau now reports that Americans 
eat 132 pounds per year. Muller and 
her students took a look at the science 
and politics of sugar during her fall 
semester First-Year Seminar (FYS), 
“How Sweet It Is?” We recently talked 
to her about their work together.

Tell us about your FYS.

We examined the science and 
politics surrounding the sugar 
controversy. Our class began by 
looking at the USDA Healthy, 
Hunger-Free Kids Act, which 
gives guidelines about the sugar 
content in federally funded 
school lunches and snacks (the 
USDA “Smart Snacks” guide-
lines came out just before the 
beginning of our class). We also 
discussed the New York City 
Board of Health’s proposed ban 
on large soft drinks (which was 
struck down over the summer), 
as well as proposed taxes on 
sugar-sweetened beverages and 
food. We aimed our discussions 
at deciding if the Wheaton 
campus “needs” a sugar policy. 

We looked at what basic sci-
ence and epidemiology say 
about sugar metabolism and 
its effects on the human body. 
We read some leading authors 
on sugar metabolism, who 
have found links between sugar 
consumption and metabolic 
disease, the symptoms of which 
include, but are not limited to, 
hypertension and diabetes. On 
the other hand, we read some 
epidemiological studies that 
find the link between sugar 
consumption and disease to 
be less conclusive. We had to 
learn to discern which studies 
showed causality of disease 
and those that showed cor-
relations between behavior 
and disease. We also looked 

at why and how American 
sugar consumption has in-
creased in the past 50 to 60 
years, such as the increase in 
the availability and desirability 
of processed food. Finally, we 
began to think about whether 
we need to make changes in 
sugar consumption in our own 
Wheaton microcosm, and, if so, 
how we would go about that.

What led you to focus on this 
subject?

When I begin to think about 
teaching FYS, I think about 
topics that will interest stu-
dents and get them to chal-
lenge themselves in their first 
semester of college. I want 
a subject that will allow my 
students to work with several 
competing points of view. I 
also want them to think about 

how, as we integrate knowl-
edge we get from different 
disciplinary perspectives, our 
own perspectives become 
more nuanced. For example, 
in the 1960s and 1970s the 
medical perspective was that 
fat was bad; now there are 
clinical studies showing that 
one way to keep our blood 
sugar from spiking after eat-
ing a food with a moderately 
high sugar content is to eat the 
sugar with some fat (this fact 
should make some chocolate 
mousse lovers happy). My 
students, who know about 
low-fat eating, were troubled 
by this finding. (For the record, 
both Robert Lustig, a scientist 
known for both his scientific 
studies of the relationship be-
tween sugar consumption and 
metabolic disease and his pro-

Pictured, left to right, FYS students Eloise Peabbles, Jerard Fredette, Anna Blumenthal, 
Professor Laura Muller, Peter Green, Sierra Luciano and Krista Van Bruggen
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sugar tax stand, and Michael 
Moss, a journalist known for 
writing Sugar Salt Fat, note 
that in order to make low-fat 
food palatable, food compa-
nies had to increase the sugar 
content in those same foods.)

Why is sugar such a big deal?

The obesity rates among adults 
and among children more than 
doubled in the last 20 years. 
Obesity-related disease and 
metabolic syndrome (a com-
bination of factors that mul-
tiply a person’s risk for heart 
disease, diabetes and stroke) 
are on the rise. Several studies 
document a cause-and-effect 
relationship between sugar 
consumption and disease. 

Tell us about the work of students.

Our FYS summer assignment 
was to read the “Sugar” section 
of Michael Moss’s book and 

to generate questions for food 
manufacturers. I asked students 
to talk about the issues raised 
with the people in their lives 
before they came to Wheaton, 
too. These discussions at home 
helped us segue into the class 
material and helped give us a 
blueprint for the semester. One 
of my personal goals for this 
FYS was to have the students 
decide whether Wheaton 
needs a “sugar policy” like 
the USDA “Smart Snacks” 
guidelines for schools receiv-
ing subsidies from the federal 
school lunch program. One 
of the pieces of information 
my students felt they needed 
was information about what 
Wheaton students actually eat, 
and where. So they spent a 
day surveying students in the 
Chase dining hall about eating 
habits and concerns about 
food on campus. They found 
that Wheaton students want 
more consistent food labeling 
on campus, including “more 
comprehensible” information 
on portion sizes. After five days 
of monitoring food labeling in 
the dining halls, they decided 
to petition for changes to label-
ing. They wrote a rationale 
and set up a table outside of 
Balfour-Hood to get signatures 
in support of their petition. 
The petition has been sent to 
Aramark, SGA and the Dean of 
Students office. Students report 
that they already see more 
consistent labeling in Chase. 
It didn’t escape my notice that 
the FDA had Michelle Obama 
announce the development 
of new food-labeling guide-
lines this winter. My students 
were ahead of the curve! Q

Faculty
Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, professor of religion, published the ar-
ticle ‘‘‘Better a Meal of Vegetables with Love’: The Symbolic Meaning of 
Vegetables in Rabbinic and Post-Rabbinic Midrash on Proverbs 15.17” in the 
Jewish Quarterly Review (Winter 2014). 

Delvyn Case, assistant professor of music, created a children’s piece for 
narrator and strings, “Lighthouse Keeper: The Story of Abbie Burgess,” 
which was performed by members of the Jackson Symphony Orchestra in 
March 2014 as part of their educational outreach program at elementary 
schools in Michigan.

Michael Drout, professor of English, 
presented “The Tower and the Ruin: How to 
Read J.R.R. Tolkien’s Creation” on Oct. 17, 
2013, at Benedictine College in Atchison, 
Kan. He also published “The Tower and 
the Ruin: The Past in Tolkien’s Works,” a 
chapter in the book Tolkien: The Forest and 
the City (Four Courts Press, 2013). 

Edward Gallagher, professor of French 
studies, received an award for his transla-
tion of The Romance of Tristan and Iseut 
by Joseph Bédier (Hackett Publishing 
Company, 2013). The translation was hon-
ored as an Outstanding Academic Title of 2013 by Choice magazine, which is 
published by the American Library Association. 

John Grady, professor of sociology, wrote the forward to the book The 
Photographed Cat: Picturing Human-Feline Ties, 1890-1940 (Syracuse 
University Press, 2013). 

Scott Gelber, assistant professor of education and assistant professor of 
history, published the article “Child Support Litigation and the ‘Necessity’ 
of American Higher Education, 1920–70” in the American Journal of Legal 
History (January 2014). 

Lisa Lebduska, associate professor of English, published the essay 
“Poppies” in bioStories magazine (November 2013).  

Charlotte Meehan, associate professor and playwright-in-residence, and 
artistic director of the Sleeping Weazel theatre company, presented “The 
Madness of Small Worlds,” a double bill featuring two new monologues 
by playwright Mac Wellman, and a short play, “Wrench,” by writer Elana 
Greenfield, October 25–26, 2013, at The Paramount Center in Boston. 

Cheryl Mrozowski, professor of dance, wrote a chapter, “Bob Fosse’s Jazz 
Revolution,” in Jazz Dance: A History of the Roots and Branches (University 
Press of Florida, March 2014).

Kim Miller, associate professor of women’s studies and art history, was 
featured in the article “4 Digital-Humanities Projects From ‘Chronicle’ 
Readers” in the Chronicle of Higher Education (Jan. 10, 2014). The article 
spotlighted an assignment for her class “Introduction to Women’s Studies,” 
in which she asked students to create a digital timeline for a topic related 
to women’s studies. 

Kathryn Tomasek, associate professor of history, was appointed to the 
American Historical Association’s ad hoc committee on professional evalua-
tion of digital scholarship by historians. 

A. Javier Treviño, Jane Oxford Keiter Professor of Sociology, gave the 
keynote presentation “The Continuing Relevance of the Classics for 
Contemporary Sociology of Law: The American Context” at the Faculty 
of Law at Saint Petersburg State University in St. Petersburg, Russia. He 
published “Sociological Jurisprudence,” a chapter in the book Law and Social 
Theory (Hart Publishing, 2013), as well as the chapter “C. Wright Mills as 
Designer, Craftsman, and Stylist,” in C. Wright Mills and the Sociological 
Imagination: Contemporary Perspectives (Edward Elgar Publishers, 2013).

Alumnae/i
Marjorie Gelb Jones ’62 was invited to Rome to speak about the biography 
she wrote, Frances Yates and the Hermetic Tradition (Ibis Press, 2008), at a 
book fair in December 2013. The translation was introduced there. Q
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Athletics Hall of Fame honors   Wheaton stars

2013 inductees:
Chad Yowell
Former athletics director

Chad Yowell was Wheaton’s executive director of 
athletics from 1988 to 
2011. He was named 
the National 
Association of 
Collegiate Directors of 
Athletics (NACDA) 
Northeast Director of 
Athletics of the Year 
during the 2003–04 
academic year. Under 
Yowell’s direction, 
Wheaton won eight National Collegiate Athletic 
Association championships, 13 Eastern Collegiate 
Athletic Conference titles, and had four top-25 
finishes in the competition for the NACDA 
Directors’ Cup award. Yowell also turned an 
eight-sport women’s athletics program into a 
21-sport coeducational program that garnered 
national attention.

Lynn Miller
Head coach, women’s and 
men’s tennis team

For 33 years, Lynn Miller has been both head 
coach and an 
administrator. She has 
coached the women’s 
tennis program since 
1980 and the men’s 
tennis squad since 
1989, in addition to 
guiding the women’s 
basketball program 
from 1980–84. She 
also served as the 
director of athletics from 1986–88. Miller was 
inducted into the United States Tennis Association 
New England Hall of Fame in 2012. 

Judith Alper Smith ’57 
Chief recruitment officer for the 
National Association of Corporate 
Directors, Washington, D.C.

Inducted into the United States Tennis Association 
New England Hall of 
Fame in 2013, Judith 
Alper Smith has been 
prominent in the 
national senior circuit 
for nearly four 
decades. Smith has 
earned No. 1 rankings 
in women’s doubles 
and mixed doubles in 
several age categories 
since the 1980s. She continues to represent the 
region in national tournaments. 

Deborah Simourian Jamgochian ’76
Real estate sales associate for David Ogilvy 
& Associates in Greenwich, Conn.

Although Wheaton did not sponsor a golf team, 
Deborah Simourian 
Jamgochian earned a 
first-place tie in the 
1975 Association for 
Intercollegiate 
Athletics for Women 
national individual golf 
championship. Her 
honors include an 
Eastern Association of 
Intercollegiate        
Athletics for Women championship, a 
Massachusetts State Amateur title, and a New 
England Amateur championship. She was ranked 
third overall in the 2008 Golf Digest National 
Rankings in the Senior Women Amateurs division 
for her performances in 2007. 

As student-athletes, they made their marks, racking up the points on the 
basketball court; leading the pack on the track; ruling the fields of their 
sports; breaking records. As coaches, they have inspired teams through 
challenging seasons and led them to victories defined by more than just 
winning. Now, each holds a special place of honor for all to admire—in the 
Wheaton College Athletics Yowell Hall of Fame.

Named for Chad Yowell, former director 
of athletics from 1988 to 2011, the Hall of 
Fame was established to honor and give per-
manent recognition to those who have made 
outstanding contributions in the athletics 
arena and continue to demonstrate in their 
lives the values of intercollegiate athletics.

The Athletics Department launched 
the Hall of Fame in October 2013 at 
Homecoming, with a celebration in 
Emerson Dining Hall. Alumnae/i, coaches, 
student-athletes, faculty and staff at-
tended the event in which the achieve-
ments of nine inductees and the 1983 
field hockey team were lauded.

“This event was very special. In addi-
tion to recognizing the all-time greats, it 

really highlighted the tremendous athletic 
program we have, and it gave everyone an 
opportunity to celebrate as well as recon-
nect with former teammates and alums,” 
said John Sutyak ’00, director of athlet-
ics and the event’s master of ceremonies. 
He was a member of the committee that 
worked to bring the Hall of Fame into frui-
tion and helped select the first inductees. 

The committee, composed of fac-
ulty and staff, will decide who gets in-
ducted each year. However, all members 
of the Wheaton community, including 
alumnae/i and friends of the college, are 
encouraged to submit nominations. 

—Matt Noonan ’10 

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM
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Athletics Hall of Fame honors   Wheaton stars

Ann Zarchen Knoblock ’81
Longwood Cricket Club president

Ann Zarchen Knoblock was the first Wheaton 
basketball player 
(among both women 
and men) to score 
1,000 career points. 
She still holds several 
program records at 
Wheaton. Knoblock 
ranks seventh all-time 
in points scored 
(1,195), third in field 
goals (525) and ninth 
in games played (108). She also was invited to the 
1981 Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for 
Women National Tennis Championship and 
appeared as a finalist in the Massachusetts 
Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women 
Tennis Championship in the same year. 

Janet Kelly ’86
Managing partner,  
Boston Marketing Advisors

Janet Kelly was the first All-American in the history 
of Wheaton athletics. 
She was a defensive 
cornerstone for the 
field hockey team from 
1982 to 1985 and 
women’s lacrosse 
team from 1983 to 
1986. She earned 
College Field Hockey 
Coaches Association 
All-America honors in 
1983. Kelly was named a Massachusetts 
Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women 
All-Star. She holds a rare honor in Wheaton 
athletics history as she played for the first team to 
reach the NCAA Tournament in 1983 (field hockey) 
and the first team ever to advance to the NCAA 
Final Four in 1986 (lacrosse). 

Kimberly Sears ’00
Algebra II teacher at Florida Virtual School 

A two-sport all-region student-athlete (field hockey 
and softball) at 
Wheaton, Kimberly 
Sears compiled many 
awards, including three 
National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association 
(NFCA) All-America 
honors (1997–99), four 
NFCA All-New England 
accolades, and three 
Eastern College 
Athletic Conference New England All-Star 
selections in softball (1997–99). She was also 
named to the National Field Hockey Coaches 
Association All-New England squad in 1999. 
Academically, Sears is a two-time NFCA Scholar 
Award recipient, and also received GTE Academic 
College Division All-District I accolades for softball 
in 1999. 

Christopher Denorfia ’02 
Outfielder for San Diego Padres 

An eight-year veteran in Major League Baseball 
(MLB) playing for 
Cincinnati, Oakland 
and San Diego, 
Christopher Denorfia 
was an American 
Baseball Coaches 
Association All-
America selection in 
2002, highlighting 
several awards he 
gathered while at 
Wheaton. He earned three New England 
Intercollegiate Baseball Association All-New 
England nods and two Eastern College Athletic 
Conference New England All-Star selections. He 
was named the New England Women’s and Men’s 
Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) Player of the Year 
in 2002 and the NEWMAC Co-Rookie of the Year in 
1999. He was selected in the 19th round of the 
2002 MLB amateur draft by the Cincinnati Reds.

TM

Amber James ’04
Marketing writer at  
Biamp Systems, Portland, Ore.

Easily the most decorated student-athlete in the 
history of any Wheaton 
athletics program, 
Amber James was a 
17-time NCAA national 
champion and 24-time 
All-American as a 
member of the 
women’s track and field 
team. She is the only 
NCAA Division III male 
or female student-
athlete to sweep an NCAA event national title in all 
four years in both the indoor and outdoor track and 
field championships. James was voted the Greatest 
Female Athlete in the 25-year history of the NCAA 
Division III indoor track and field championship, 
named to the United States Track & Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association Division III Silver 
Anniversary Team, and selected as the United 
States Track Coaches Association National Track 
Athlete of the Year (Outdoors) in 2002. 

1983 field hockey team
The 1983 field hockey team holds claim to earning 
the first-ever NCAA Tournament berth in Wheaton 
history, as the Lyons posted a 12–2–0 record to 
win a spot in the 16-team NCAA Tournament field 
that year. The Lyons’ 13-win season in 1983 is still 
tied for second all-time in program history. 

Members of the 1983 varsity field hockey team: 

Kathleen Bannon ’87, Margaret Beebe Peeples ’87, 
Lisa Blank ’87, Elsbeth Brown ’85, Lynn Brown ’84, 
Mairbeth Burke ’87, Patricia Croston ’85, Susannah 
Gardner ’84, Janet Kelly ’86, Nancy Lawlor ’86, 
Paula Mcfarland Mayo ’87, Therese Ross ’86, Eileen 
Salathe Gernhard ’87, Kristen Sarles ’87, Amy St. 
Cyr Von Hone ’87, Sarah Jane Vokey Zerbino ’84, 
Karen Wentling Schroder ’87, Sandra Yannone ’86. 
Head coach: Deborah Field McGrath ’70 

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Bonding over bookbinding
FiberSpace has hosted many workshops this academic 
year, including one on bookbinding. Located in the Science 
Center, FiberSpace brings together students, faculty and 
staff members for workshops focused on connecting 
traditional fiber arts and technoloy. Lauren Slingluff, social 
sciences liaison for Library and Information Services, and 
Megan Wheaton-Book, assistant college archivist, are the 
coordinators for the space.

Symposium highlights student research
Wheaton’s 32nd Annual Sociology and Anthropology Senior Symposium was held in January. Twenty-
five seniors presented their theses on a range of topics. The event also featured a keynote address by 
Orly Clerge ’05, who is a postdoctoral associate for the Urban Ethnography Workshop at Yale University.

Tutu receives Otis award
Wheaton presented Nontombi Naomi Tutu, an 
advocate for tolerance, equality and human 
rights, with the Otis Social Justice Award 
on Sept. 16, 2013. Tutu delivered a lecture in 
Hindle Auditorium titled “Striving for Justice: 
Searching for Common Ground,” and met and 
dined with students. Her father, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, won the Nobel Peace Prize 
for his role in ending the apartheid regime in 
South Africa. 

Table for one, please
The student-run Lyons Den is the place to be for coffee and 
company. And why, yes, you may dance and sing on the 
table, too.CHARLES WANG ’15

CHARLES WANG ’15

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Globe offers sweet praise for professor
When Boston Globe writer Don Aucoin 
published his theater picks of 2013 in 
December, guess who was on the list? 
Wheaton’s own Associate Professor of 
Theatre Stephanie Burlington Daniels.

The Globe proclaimed her tops in 
the category of “Most creative use of 
cake during a solo performance,” for 
her portrayal of a “deranged academic” 
in Kenneth Prestininzi’s one-woman 
play Birth Breath Bride Elizabeth, which 
was presented by Sleeping Weazel at 
ArtsEmerson in Boston last February.

In the play, Daniels portrays Mary 
Shelley-Breath, who, as described by 
Sleeping Weazel, “gives birth to a newly 
imagined post-feminist manifesto that 
re-mixes Frankenstein with Princess 
Diana, Elvis Presley and a young bride’s 
hope to have the cake of her dreams.”

This isn’t the only time Daniels has re-
ceived praise for her performance. Prior 
to the list, a Globe review applauded her 
for delivering “one of the more fear-
less performances in recent memory.” 

Because we didn’t have the privilege 
of seeing the play, we asked the professor 
exactly what she does with this cake.  

“I give ‘birth’ to it, smash it to pieces, 
stuff it into my face, feed it to the audi-
ence, and then it becomes my baby 
again. …I sing it a lullaby,” Daniels 
told us. “One night when I was of-
fering it to a woman in the front row, 
she took a handful of cake from me 
and then shoved it on my face—while 
growling. She later apologized, but 
felt she couldn’t control herself!”

Most creative, indeed.

Chronicle of Higher Ed notes digital project
In a January article, the Chronicle 
of Higher Education mentioned 
Associate Professor Kim Miller’s 
digital timeline assignment.

The article included a collection of 
comments from Chronicle readers about 
how digital platforms are integrated 
into humanities teaching and scholar-
ship in the undergraduate classroom. 
Professor Miller’s response was included: 

“I have long wanted to integrate 
more sophisticated digital tools in my 
‘Introduction to Women’s Studies’ here 
at Wheaton College,” she wrote, “to 
teach students how to engage deeply 
with digital tools and empower them 
to be participants in digital knowledge 
production. So I had students cre-

ate digital timelines to document an 
issue or topic related to our class.”

The assignment required students 
and the professor to learn to use open-
source software to build an interactive 
timeline that incorporates multimedia 
elements and scholarly sources.

“The project provided students 
with practical, transferable skills that 
they can apply to future coursework, 
to internships, and to their careers. 
Each and every one of them left the 
class with a much greater familiarity 
and experience with new technolo-
gies, and an understanding of how the 
technologies can enhance learn-
ing in the humanities,” she wrote.

Bhutan Today covers partnership renewal
Officials at Royal Thimphu College 
(RTC) in Bhutan and Wheaton strength-
ened their academic partnership in 
March by renewing their Memorandum 
of Understanding, which originally 
established Wheaton’s study abroad 
program in Bhutan in 2010. 

Bhutan Today and stories in two 
other Bhutanese publications noted 

that, as part of the renewed agree-
ment, up to 10 students from RTC will 
come to Wheaton each year. Selected 
students will have the opportunity to 
live on campus, attend classes and 
extracurricular events, and, perhaps, 
visit local schools during a two-week 
period starting in the spring of 2015. Q

WHEATON IN THE NEWS

Standing against violence
The Feminist Association of Wheaton this winter 
held a candlelight vigil in support of all who have 
experienced sexual or domestic violence. 

CHARLES WANG ’15

SANDY COLEMAN

http://acadblogs.wheatoncollege.edu/wmst-101-f13/
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Noting  
25 years of 
coeducation
Gentlemen Callers’ concert, 
events mark anniversary
On a cold, rainy night in March, 55 Gentlemen Callers 
marched one by one into Cole Memorial Chapel to the theme 
from Superman. They ascended the stairs and stood in the 
sanctuary, bathed in the glow of red and orange lights, as an 
enthusiastic crowd of more than 300 friends, family, students, 
alums, and current and former administrators and faculty 
members warmly embraced them with wild applause—even 
before one sweet a cappella note was released.

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM
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It was a fittingly dramatic start to a 
concert celebrating the 25th anniver-
sary of the Gentlemen Callers (GCs) and 
25 years of coeducation at Wheaton. 

The GC Reunion Weekend, featuring 
a Friday night dinner and the Saturday 
concert, reunited 55 past and current GCs 
from the classes of 1992 to 2017. It was one 
of many events held this academic year 
commemorating coeducation at the college. 

Not only did the GCs pay tribute to the 
college’s past, but they also looked to its 
future by announcing that the Gentlemen 
Callers Alumni Union has raised $70,000 
of its $100,000 goal for an endowment 
fund. The endowment will underwrite CD 
recordings and voice lesson stipends for 
students, networking events for alumni and, 
eventually, provide scholarship support.

Austin Simko ’09, cofounder of the GCs 
union (with Alexander Grover ’09), played a 
major role in establishing the endowment. 

“The reunion weekend was a fitting 
tribute to coeducation because it truly 
embodied Wheaton’s approach over the 
past 25 years of honoring college tradi-
tions while also keeping an eye toward 
what’s next,” said Simko. “We honored 
Wheaton’s traditions by recognizing the 
role that the Whims and Wheatones played 

in founding the GCs, by giving thanks to 
our founding alumni, and by reconnecting 
with the historic places—Mary Lyon and 
Cole chapel—that have hosted Wheaton 
voices and songs for more than a century.”

The GCs were the first and—still are—the 
only all-male a cappella group at Wheaton. 
The group was founded in 1988 by a small 

group of the new male undergraduates, 
who became known as the Men of 1992, 
their year of graduation. They also became 
symbolic of the historic transition from 
an all-women’s college to a coed one.

Wheaton was founded in 1834 as 
a female seminary and chartered as a 
four-year liberal arts college in 1912. 
The college became coeducational in 
1988, after more than 150 years as a 
female-only institution, to address declin-
ing enrollment and competition from 
coeducational colleges in the region. 

Since the first coeducational class 
enrolled at Wheaton in September of 
that year, enrollment has more than 
doubled, and the number of applications 
for admission submitted each year has 
increased at an even greater rate, accord-
ing to President Ronald A. Crutcher. 

“It is remarkable how much our 
community has accomplished in 
that time span,” said Crutcher. 

But the decision was a controversial 
one that to this day draws criticism from 
some alums—a fact that Mark McKone-
Sweet ’92 pointed out during the concert 
in his brief presentation on the history of 
the GCs. While saying that not everyone 
was happy to have men on campus, he 

The decision:
In January of 1987, Wheaton 
trustees recommended, in 
principle, that the women’s 
college open its doors to young 
men in an effort to increase 
enrollment and compete with 
other coeducational institutions. 
After several months of 
discussion among alumnae, 
parents and friends, the board 
approved the move in May 
of that year. Wheaton’s first 
coeducational class—324 women 
and 74 men—arrived on campus 
in September 1988. Today, 
Wheaton’s population of 1,600 
students is 65 percent women 
and 35 percent men.

“Men of ’92”
Many years ago in Norton 
There was quite a stir 
For a college was to open 
Not for him but her.

Women came from near and far 
To learn and grow and give 
To study and to party 
Abundantly to live.

Then one bright September morning 
Nineteen eighty-eight 
Men arrived at Wheaton College 
Students, not just dates.

Joining years of Wheaton women 
Come the Wheaton men 
With no easy act to follow 
If we try we can.

Here we stand the men of Wheaton 
Proud and brave and few 
We think once you know us 
You’ll find we’re just like you.

Even though we’re small in rank 
We’ve only just begun 
We join you Eliza’s daughters 
We’re Eliza’s sons.

President Ronald A. Crutcher, Senior Associate Dean Jack Kuszaj and former dean Sue Alexander join the group on stage to 
sing “Men of ’92.” Alexander was instrumental in forming the GCs, and she cowrote the song. 



acknowledged the many who welcomed 
them and helped the group get started. 

McKone-Sweet especially thanked 
members of the Whims and the 
Wheatones, Wheaton’s all-female a cap-
pella groups. He invited three members 
of the Whims and Wheatones—Doreen 
Cummings ’94 (Whims), Nicole Mitchell 
Russell ’95 (Whims), and Sara Smith ’90 
(Wheatones)—to the stage, and the GCs 
voted them in as honorary members.

Megan Russell-Witalis ’90 was a member 
of the Whims from 1986–90. As a junior, 
living in one of the new coed dorms, she 
described the atmosphere on campus in the 
fall of 1988 as “a bit tension-filled.” She said 
the women of Wheaton were “holding our 
breaths,” and were curious about what type 
of male students would appear on campus. 

She recalled a senior, Kristen Shea, com-
ing to a Whims rehearsal early in the fall 
of 1988 and telling the group that she had 
been approached by a senior of the other 
a cappella group, the Wheatones, about 
“helping some freshmen guys” start a group. 

“We were actually impressed that so 
quickly there would be a group of guys 
interested in a cappella music, so we 
agreed as a group to help in any way we 
could,” Russell-Witalis said. “We helped 

with their auditions and song selections, 
and loved the name ‘Gentlemen Callers,’ 
since having a ‘caller in the parlor’ was 
what you would hear over the dorm 
intercom if a boy came to visit you.”

“Performing with them was a lot of 
fun,” she said. “They brought a new vital-
ity to campus, and I personally became 
very good friends with several of them. 
I think they actually became the poster 
boys for Wheaton coeducation because it 
took longer for the male athletics program 
to really develop and be successful.”

During the Saturday evening concert, 
the GCs sang many favorites, includ-
ing “Cecilia,” while many of their young 
children lined the stage to watch. And 
Andres Tejada ’97 brought the crowd to 
its feet when he sang lead on “Angel,” 
first in Spanish and then in English.

Former dean Sue Alexander, who was 
instrumental in putting together the GCs, 
attended the concert. She, along with 
President Crutcher and Senior Associate 
Dean Jack Kuszaj, were invited up to 
sing with the GCs’ “Men of ’92,” which 
Alexander cowrote with former assistant 
director of student activities Kristen Renn. 

Reflection
Gone and back

The year 1988 was an interest-
ing time to be a woman and a 

Wheaton alumna. As a proud gradu-
ate of the Class of 1974, I cherished 
my diploma from a highly selective 
and prestigious women’s college. My 
class was the largest of a generation. 

Turning the corner into the 
1980s, Wheaton Sesquicentennial 
was an integral part of the college 
calendar, commemorating the 
importance of women’s education, 
and celebrating an impressive 150 
years of history. And then the other 
shoe dropped. Men were coming to 
Wheaton, permanently, and not just 
as 12 college exchange students.

I spent a few years following that 
fateful announcement simmering and 
stewing, alternately angry and sad. 
I missed being part of the Wheaton 
community. Then, in 1992, my good 
friend and former executive director 
of alumnae/i relations and annual 
giving Sharon Howard ’87 called 
me. Sharon asked me to re-establish 
my relationship with my alma mater. 

All it took was that one personal 
phone call. And I never looked 
back. From 1993 forward, I held a 
variety of volunteer posts, which 
ranged from director at large on 
the Alumnae/i Board of Directors, 
LGBTA chair, and national Reunion 
chair. About the time I took on 
my Reunion volunteer role, my 
stepson, Andrew Malone ’11, was 
college hunting. I had an event to 
attend on campus, and I invited 
Andrew to join me. No pressure. 
If he liked Wheaton, great; if 
he didn’t, that was fine, too. 

Andrew loved Wheaton. In 2006, 
he applied on the early-decision 
plan and was accepted. I spent 
his four years viewing Wheaton 
through a male student’s eyes. 
And it was really no different 
than my view. We both loved 
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Alexander Grover ’09 presents flowers to former members of the Whims and Wheatones Doreen Cummings ’94, 
Nicole Mitchell Russell ’95 and Sara Smith ’90, to thank the groups for their support of the GCs.

See “Reflection” on page 22Continued on page 22
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For the special occasion, Alexander 
wrote an extra verse to the song and 
emailed it to the men via their Facebook 
accounts. The GCs whipped out their 
Smartphones to read the words as 
they sang, because it was so new:

Many years have passed at Wheaton 
Since we heard her call.
Now we’re husbands, partners, fathers, 

Some of us are bald.
Tho’ we’ve gone beyond the Bubble 
We’ll come back again, 
For we know our years at Wheaton 
Made us better men.
GC alumni traveled to campus from 

around New England, New York, 
Washington, D.C., Florida and even from 
Hawaii to attend the weekend. And once 
the concert was over, no one seemed 
to want to let go of the moment. More 

sports, the a cappella groups, and 
Wheaton’s many traditions. We 
still do, but now as fellow alums. 

During Andrew’s first Reunion 
in 2013, I was thrilled to walk 
with the trustees in the academic 
procession at Commencement, 
and I saw and heard Andrew 
cheering for me in the crowd. 

As president of the Alumnae/i 
Association, I have a constituency 
of over 15,000 alumnae and 
alumni. The college that gave 
me my degree is the same, only 
stronger, more vibrant, more 
diverse. Its traditions remain, but 
its eyes are firmly focused on a 
very bright and exciting future. 
And I am proud to be part of it.

—Jane Martin ’74 

Building upon traditions

I grew up in Maine just a few miles 
from Bowdoin College, where I 

had often been on the campus for a 
variety of different events and classes. 
It would have been a convenient 
choice for me. However, when I first 
saw Wheaton, instantly I knew this 
was the place I wanted to be. 

As I walked around Peacock 
Pond, explored the library and 
sat in Cole Memorial Chapel, that 
voice in my head got louder and 
louder, encouraging me to apply.

  I was impressed with the 
beauty of the campus, the faculty, 
staff, traditions and location. I 
had met so many great people 
as I researched the school—
including admission staff members, 
professors and alums—that I was 
determined to be in the Class of 
1992 and was thrilled when I was 
accepted. The fact that I would be 
in the first coed class wasn’t even 
a factor in my decision-making.

In my first year at Wheaton, 
I met many students and alums 
who were, rightfully, hurt by the 
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than 30 minutes after the concert had 
ended, groups of audience members 
lingered—talking, laughing and hugging. 

“Coeducation in some ways was about 
creating a new community to propel an 
already prestigious Wheaton into the 
future,” said Grover. “Over the years, 
the GCs have created their own com-
munity within Wheaton—performing on 
and off campus—to instill a cohesive and 
fun feeling to events, making the transi-

tion and representation of coeducation 
a vibrant concept. I was proud of the 
GCs the night of the concert. And I’ll 
never forget the appreciation I felt for 
the group and Wheaton when I saw such 
enjoyment in the faces of the guys on 
stage and the audience members.” Q

More online:
Photo gallery and audio clips of the Gentlemen 
Callers’ concert.

college’s decision to go coed. 
Although I couldn’t share in 
their unhappiness, I completely 
understood and sympathized with it. 

Making this change just months 
after celebrating 150 years as 
a women’s-only college struck 
deep into the hearts of so many. 
It especially hit those who were 
seniors and juniors when I started 
in September 1988. They had 
applied to the school because 
it was a single-sex college. 
That can’t ever be ignored. 

However, one of the great things 
about Wheaton is the strength of 
tradition, even when some of it 
changes. I can remember when I 
had that first tour of the college; I 
wasn’t allowed to walk through the 
front doors of the chapel—that’s 
only for seniors, as is sitting on the 
steps of the library. And the midnight 
candle service, Vespers and the 
Honor Code are all great traditions. 

None of that changed with 
the change to coeducation. We, 
instead, got a chance to build upon 
existing traditions, like the Whims 
and Wheatones, and start new 
ones, like the Gentlemen Callers.

I loved the sense of community 
I had at Wheaton, and the ease 
in having access to faculty in the 
classroom and beyond. I loved 
working as a student in the Loft, the 
Admission Office, Mary Lyon and 
WCCS, the student radio station. I 
loved the friendships I developed 
with classmates and alums alike.

Wheaton continues to be 
the special place that evokes in 
each of us our individual special 
memories, and has connected 
each of us to special friends 
and faculty. I truly feel blessed 
to have spent four years there 
growing and shaping my future.

—Jason Petty ’92
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A year of celebration:
During Homecoming Weekend, Oct. 4–5, 2013, the 
25th anniversary of coeducation was highlighted during 
the Athletics Hall of Fame inaugural dinner (left) and the 
dedication of the Diane Nordin ’80 Athletic Field.

A slide show about coeducation was presented at a luncheon 
at the Alumnae/i Leadership Conference on Oct. 18, 2013.

The men’s soccer team (below) that reached the NCAA 
Final Four was honored during a halftime ceremony on Oct. 
26, 2013, and alumni and their families enjoyed a post-
game tailgate party in the Diana Davis Spencer ’60 Café.

Alumni from the men’s basketball team (left) and 
their families returned to campus on Nov. 15, 2013, 
to celebrate during a pregame reception in Haas 
Athletic Center, and were cheered during halftime at 
the Wheaton versus Maine Maritime Academy game.

The Wheaton Chorale, the college’s first coed 
vocal group, celebrated its 25th anniversary with a 
concert on April 27, led by current chorale director 

Tim Harbold and former director Charles Fassett.

The college’s social media stream “Flashback 
Fridays” has featured photographs from 
the past 25 years since coeducation.

The anniversary was noted in speeches made 
during the many events hosted by the Alumnae/i 
Relations Office in Boston, New York, Washington and 
Los Angeles, from November 2013 through April 2014.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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We can do this. Go Beyond: Campaign for Wheaton is 
nearing the finish line. With just one month to go to the campaign’s 
close on June 30, 2014, alumnae/i, parents and friends are working 
toward two objectives: pushing the Wheaton Fund over the $4.7 

million goal line and strengthening 
support for student scholarships. 
Success on both 
fronts is in sight. 
With a little help, 
Go Beyond 
will set a 
historic record for the 
college and greatly 
enhance the college’s 
foundation 
for academic 
excellence.

Progress in numbers
Science center: 
$36,118,427 committed to expanding and enhancing science 
facilities through the Mars Center for Science and Technology.

Goal: $35 million

Student scholarships: 
$52,929,037 committed to increasing scholarship support for 
Wheaton students and their families.

Goal: $50.6 million

Annual support: 
$34,213,131 contributed to the Wheaton Fund since July 1, 2005. 
Alumnae/i, parents and friends have committed $3,502,997 
since July 1, 2013.

Goal: $4.7 million for fiscal year 2014 (ending on June 30, 2014); 
$34.4 million by June 30, 2014.

Student-faculty research: 
$1,408,388 committed to support student-faculty research 
collaborations through the establishment of endowed funds for 
that purpose.

Artificial turf field: 
$3,867,020 contributed to construction and maintenance of 
an artificial turf field and lighting to expand opportunities for 
intercollegiate, club and intramural sports.

Goal: $3,865,000

Campaign leadership
Kenneth R. Babby ’02

Nancy Pearlstine Conger ’67, co-chair

Deborah Haigh Dluhy ’62

Debra Kent Glidden ’68, co-chair

Thomas Hollister, co-chair

Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72

Margaret Dunn Smith ’73

More online
wheatoncollege.edu/giving
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Transforming lives
Couple establishes scholarship endowment 

Susan Walden Wieland ’60 and her 
husband, John, recently established 
an endowed scholarship fund at 
Wheaton in Susan’s name and to 
honor President Ronald A. Crutcher’s 
service to the college. John recently 
talked about the couple’s connection 
to Wheaton and their motivation for 
their contribution to the college. 
How did you both come to be supporters of the 

college?

Wheaton was Sue’s life for 
four years, and we met 
thanks to an Amherst 

College 
fraternity 

brother of mine 
who married one 

of Sue’s Wheaton 
classmates. They 
thought we would 
be right for each 

other, and they were correct. Since our 
marriage 50 years ago, Wheaton has been 
a shared interest for both of us. For the past 
10 years we have tremendously admired 
how President Crutcher has led Wheaton.

Why did you decide to create the endowed fund 
at this time?

We both have become concerned by the 
financial crisis that is faced by far too many 
undergraduates when their family’s circum-
stances change and the student and their 
family are no longer able to handle the 
academic bills and related expenses. Our 
gift is designated to supporting students who 
are currently enrolled but end up facing 
these unfortunate situations, and find staying 
enrolled a major, perhaps even impossible, 
challenge—all through no fault of their own. 

Why did you direct your gift to scholarship 
support?

To provide such scholarship help is some-
thing that Sue and I believe in as a very 
productive use of our money. We are 
simply grateful that we are able to pro-

vide this kind of assistance to students at 
Wheaton, recognizing not only the impor-
tance of Wheaton in Sue’s life, but also 
the powerful role that President and Mrs. 
Crutcher have played in the development of 
Wheaton as a leading liberal arts college.

What do you value most about Wheaton? 

We are firm believers in the power of a liberal 
arts education to transform and enrich lives. 
We look forward to sharing the blessings 
that we have received through our liberal 
arts educations with others. Hopefully, the 
scholarship recipients, through their liberal 
arts experience, will have a deeper and 
more meaningful life. Allowing men and 
women to complete their Wheaton dream 
is the completion of a dream for us.  Q

—Michael Graca

About Susan and John Wieland
The Wielands moved to 

Atlanta one year after they 
married. They founded a home-
building business, John Wieland 
Homes and Neighborhoods, 
growing it into a company 
operating in four states. John 
estimates that he has built more 
than 30,000 homes in his career. 

They have two children—a 
daughter, Lindsey, and a son, 
Jack. 

The pair are art lovers and 
active philanthropists in Atlanta. 
John has served for more than 20 
years on the board of directors of 
the High Museum of Art, including 
three as chair of the board. The 

couple’s personal art collection 
numbers more than 600 pieces 
and is focused on art in all media 
where the theme of houses 
represents a central image.

Susan has played a leadership 
role in a number of nonprofits, 
including the Woodruff Arts 
Center, the Atlanta Women’s 

Foundation, Atlanta Habitat 
for Humanity, the Westminster 
Schools, Families First, Atlanta 
Children’s Shelter and the Alliance 
Theatre, among others. Wheaton 
presented her with an Alumnae/i 
Achievement Award in 2008 in 
recognition of her service to the 
community. 

John Wieland (left), Susan Walden Wieland ’60 (center) and family during Homecoming 
Weekend in 2008, when the Alumnae/i Association presented Susan with an Alumnae/i 
Achievement Award in honor of her service in promoting education and the arts 
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Supporting international students
The college has received a $150,000 
award from the Davis United World 
College (UWC) Scholars Program to 
provide scholarship support for talented 
students from around the globe.

The grant will provide scholarships to 
students who are admitted to Wheaton 
from one of the 12 United World College 
schools, which are located in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, North America 
and Central America.  

“I greatly appreciate our 
ongoing partnership with 
the Davis United World 
College Scholars Program,” 
President Ronald A. 
Crutcher said. “Our Davis 
UWC scholars are outstand-

ing students who bring a diverse array of ex-
periences and perspectives to our campus. 

“These young women and men are also 
outstanding leaders, and their engagement 
in campus life enriches the entire com-
munity,” he said, noting that the increas-
ing number of Davis UWC scholars at 
Wheaton mirrors the growing population 
of international students at the college.  

At present, 17 students from UWC 
schools are enrolled at Wheaton. Twenty-
five UWC scholars have graduated from 
Wheaton since 2004, when the program 
began partnering with the college. 

The Davis UWC Scholars Program— 
funded by Shelby M.C. Davis, the brother 
of Trustee Emerita Diana Davis Spencer 
’60—seeks to advance international under-

standing through education 
by helping promising students 
and future leaders to study 
at leading U.S. colleges and 
universities. Wheaton is 
one of 90 institutions affili-
ated with the program. Q

—Michael Graca

Honoring the 
Crutchers
The Thomas Anthony Pappas Charitable 
Foundation recently joined other friends of 
the college in supporting student scholar-
ships to honor President Ronald A. Crutcher 
and his wife, Betty Neal Crutcher. 

The foundation’s $25,000 grant not 
only pays tribute to the Crutchers but also 
augments its existing endowed scholar-
ship fund, the Thomas Anthony Pappas 
Endowed Scholarship in the Liberal Arts. 

Wheaton alumnae/i, parents and 
friends are choosing to support scholar-
ships as a way of paying tribute to the 
Crutchers’ personal commitment to 
helping students. Each year, they greet 
first-year families when they arrive for 
orientation, helping to unload minivans, 
answer myriad questions and share a 
warm welcome. They stay connected 
with these students, personally mentor-
ing dozens of young women and men.

In addition, the Crutchers’ philanthropy 
has been directed to scholarship aid to help 

ensure that students will not face exces-
sive student loan debt after they graduate.

The Ronald and Betty Neal Crutcher 
Wheaton Fund Scholarship will confer 
annual scholarships for the 2014–2015 
academic year to deserving students on 

the basis of academic merit, extracurricular 
achievements, and/or community service.

The effort will result in both an endowed 
scholarship fund and a Wheaton Fund schol-
arship that will be awarded immediately.  Q

—Michael Graca
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A boost for budding scientists: 
Jennings family looks to the future
For 40 years, chemistry 
professor Bojan Hamlin 
Jennings taught and 
mentored science 
students at Wheaton, 
always with the staunch 
support of her husband, 
Addison. Now she is 
extending that legacy 
by establishing two 
endowed funds to 
support today’s students.

The Jennings Family Endowed Scholarship 
will be awarded to an academically talented 
first-year student who intends to major in 
chemistry, biochemistry, physics or biol-
ogy. Bojan chose to support financial 
aid partly because she herself benefited 
from scholarships—first at a private high 
school and then at Bryn Mawr College. 

The Jennings Family Prize, awarded 
separately, will be given at spring 
convocation to the most academically stellar 
rising senior who is majoring in one of the 
natural sciences. Bojan intends the award 
to add distinction to the recipient’s résumé 
or graduate school applications. A stipend 
accompanying the prize will help the 
student fund an academic endeavor, such as 
a research project—a fitting honor, because 
Bojan pioneered the Wheaton tradition 
of student-faculty research. She won 
Wheaton’s first research grants in 1959 and 
conducted all of her research with students.

Bojan named the two funds after the 
family in order to acknowledge the contri-
butions and support of her late husband. In 
the early ’50s, the couple and their children, 
Hamlin and Nora, moved to Norton from 
New York City so Bojan could teach at 

Wheaton and earn her doctorate at Harvard.
Addison had worked at the Arthur 

Andersen accounting firm in New 
York, and according to Hamlin, the 
company was loath to see him go.  

“We have a family letter from Arthur 
Andersen himself, indicating that my father 
would always be welcomed back,” Hamlin 
said. “But he followed my mom and es-
tablished an accounting firm in Taunton.” 

Bojan said Addison was “absolutely 
wonderful” in the way he encour-
aged her career. “I couldn’t have done 
it all without his moral support.”

The couple’s daughter, Nora, 
graduated from Wheaton in 1971. 
Years later, granddaughter Ashley, 
Hamlin’s daughter, followed suit. 

“We are definitely a Wheaton fam-
ily!” said Ashley Jennings ’07, who was 
encouraged to come to Wheaton by 
Professor of Chemistry Elita Pastra-Landis 
’69, a former student of Bojan’s. “She 
became my mentor, and she still is.”

A biology major at Wheaton, Ashley 
is completing a master’s degree in ma-

rine biology at Boston University, study-
ing how sharks navigate and detect the 
odors of their prey. She said that Wheaton 
prepared her well for graduate study. 

“I look back at Wheaton as one of the 
best times in my life,” she said. “Going 
to a large university for graduate study 
made me realize that I couldn’t have 
succeeded as well as I did as an under-
grad without the personalized attention I 
got from Wheaton’s professors and staff. 
That was a huge advantage for me.” 

Ashley’s father, Hamlin, who helped his 
mother “brainstorm the possibilities” for the 
endowed funds, believes that philanthropic 
support for Wheaton “is essential for its surviv-
al.” He hopes the funds will continue to grow 
through the contributions of family members 
and others who wish to honor his parents. 

Bojan and Addison have paved the way.
 “I feel good about the scholarship and the 

prize,” Bojan said. “I hope they do what I 
would do if I were still at Wheaton—encour-
age talented students to go into science.” Q

—Hannah Benoit
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Chemistry professor Bojan Hamlin Jennings in 2008
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Return on investment
As the associate director for Massachusetts  
Institute of Technology’s Office of Leadership  
Giving, Christina “Chris” Toro ’89 appreciates the  
art of the donation.

She began giving back to her 
alma mater early on, donating an-
nually whenever she could.

“I was only able to go to Wheaton 
because of scholarships, so I feel the need 
to pay back as much 
as I possibly can,” 
said Toro, who lives 
in Newton, Mass. 
“People in my family 
were instrumental in 
helping me get into 
Wheaton, and I’ve 
seen them all be phil-
anthropic. I wanted to 
follow in that path to 
the best of my ability.”

In addition to 
volunteering over the 
years with several of 
Wheaton’s alumnae/i 
programs, Toro re-
cently made a major 
gift to the Wheaton 
Fund for scholarships.

This year marks 
her 25th anniver-
sary of graduating 
from Wheaton. As 
an undergraduate, 
she studied German 
and history and 
spent a year abroad at the University 
of Freiburg in Germany—an expe-
rience she often reflects on.

“I think my history degree gave me a 
sense of curiosity about the world and how 
things happen,” Toro said. “My career path 
has been accidental in some ways. I’ve 
taken different opportunities based on a 
particular need or interest I had at the time.”

Her first job after Wheaton was as as-

sociate product manager for Fleet Financial 
Group in Providence, R.I. She was then 
recruited by Visa and moved to Washington, 
D.C., traveling around the country as a 
senior account executive. After six years 

at Visa, she took a job as account direc-
tor at Brann Worldwide in Chicago.

While she was in Chicago, a friend 
got Toro involved with the Susan G. 
Komen Race for the Cure, and Toro 
helped bring the event to that city.

“I raised money from individuals as well 
as from corporations, did event manage-
ment and ran a lot of the logistics, and that 
got me interested in fundraising,” she said.

Looking to return to the East Coast, Toro 
was hired at MIT as a major gift fund-
raiser, working with alumni in the New 
York metro area. After a few years at MIT, 
Toro took a job as director of develop-
ment at Boston College’s Carroll School 
of Management. But she missed her team 
at MIT, so when a management position 
opened up, she applied and was hired back.

“I feel like I have the life I want,” said 
Toro, who is married to Bonnie Leonard and 

has two sons, Ian and 
Christopher. “The thing I 
like about MIT is it’s big; 
it’s well known. It really 
has an impact on the 
world. People are always 
doing new and different 
things, and my own job 
can be entrepreneurial, 
yet I have a big organi-
zation behind me. I’ve 
always worked for organi-
zations that have amazing 
brands, so the strength 
of the brand is impor-
tant to me. We have 
this instant credibility.”

Toro also appreci-
ates the skills she 
gained as a liberal arts 
student at Wheaton.

“My colleagues 
and I talk about it all 
the time. What better 
training for this type of 
role than a liberal arts 
education, in terms 

of critical thinking, writing skills and 
emotional intelligence,” Toro said.

From Wheaton to a career in bank-
ing to her current job in fundraising, for 
Toro it comes down to one thing.

“It’s all about relationships,” 
she said. “Whether you’re deal-
ing with an individual or a corpora-
tion, you’re dealing with people.” Q

—Becca Manning
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50 years later, she still cherishes Wheaton
The United States was 
undergoing serious 
changes when Katharine 
“Kathy” King Raybin 
’64 was an English 
major at Wheaton: civil 
rights marches, the 
Cuban missile crisis, 
space exploration 
and the assassination 
of President John F. 
Kennedy, to name a few. 

As an undergraduate experienc-
ing these events on campus, Raybin 
felt part of something great. 

“I loved being on the campus where 
people cared about those things,” she 
said. “There was just a lot going on in 
America, and it was a privilege to be at 
Wheaton while it was going on, even 
though a lot of it was tragic and scary.”

Raybin will be returning to campus in May 
for her class’ 50th Reunion, which she is 
helping to plan, along with college room-
mates Beverly “Bev” Decker Reed ’64 and 
Elizabeth “Hydie” Richardson Ralston ’64. 

“It’s been fun to reconnect with former 
classmates and try to get them to come, 
and to talk to people on the phone I 
haven’t talked to in 50 years,” Raybin said. 
“Whether they all come to the Reunion or 
not, the process has been wonderful.”

Raybin chose Wheaton in part because 
one of her role models, aunt Nancy Lyon 
Porter ’43, was a Wheaton graduate.

“I loved my English classes. I loved my 
friends. I grew up in a pretty insulated ‘vanil-
la’ town, so to then come to Wheaton where 
there was a much bigger mix of people was 
really wonderful for me,” Raybin said. 

Her positive experience led her to 
make a major gift to the college and 

to commit to a Founders Society gift 
to create an endowed scholarship.

“I am adding Wheaton to my will in order 
to help people benefit from a Wheaton 
education like I had, to make a differ-
ence for students who can’t afford it,” she 
said. “I’d like to encourage the qualities 
of resilience, curiosity and perseverance 
in potential students who are conquer-
ing odds in even applying to Wheaton.” 

After graduating, Raybin worked for a 
publishing company in New York, and then 
had several part-time jobs in special educa-
tion and mental health as she moved west. 
In 1972, she obtained a master’s degree 

in special education at the University of 
Denver. She worked as a clinical educa-
tor, helping graduate students with their 
special education studies, and then did 
private assessment work and tutoring. She 
married her husband, Jim, and moved 
from Denver to Boulder, Colo., where they 
raised two daughters, Jenny and Becky.

When the girls were in high school, 
Raybin pursued a master’s degree in 
counseling at Denver Seminary. The same 
weekend her youngest daughter graduated 
from high school, and right as she herself 
was turning 50, Raybin graduated with her 
second master’s degree. She now works 
as a therapist, counseling mainly women.

“Along with books, I have always loved 
people,” Raybin said. “When people 
come in and they’re in transition or deal-
ing with a loss or mental disturbance or 
an issue with a parent or child, I love 
helping them sort out what the issues 
are. I love walking alongside them.” Q

—Becca Manning
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“I’d like to encourage the 

qualities of resilience, 

curiosity and perseverance 

in potential students who 

are conquering odds in even 

applying to Wheaton.”
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Travel bug
Biology professor wins Whiting Fellowship to study termites 

Professor of Biology 
Betsey Dexter Dyer ’75 
knows how to make the 
most of a vacation. She 
has taken trips to Puerto 
Rico, Ecuador, parts of 
Africa and New Orleans’ 
French Quarter, where 
she took in the scenery, 
enjoyed local cuisine 
and, oh yes, studied 
microbial evolution in the 
guts of termites.

On a trip to Grand Bahama Island in 
2004, Dyer and her two children, ages 10 
and 13 at the time, spent a few days at a 
luxurious beachside resort—and several 
hours riding a jeep around the island in 
search of rhinotermitids and kalotermitids, 
which they brought back to their hotel 
room to view under a field microscope.

This summer, thanks to a fellowship from 
the Marion and Jasper Whiting Foundation, 
Dyer will be heading west to the Sonoran 
Desert for a closer look at termites that 
were left behind when the inland sea 
that once covered the area disappeared. 
The fellowship will also fund a second 
trip, likely in the fall or next spring, to the 
Pacific Northwest, where Dyer will study 
an ancient lineage of termites left behind 
by glacial movement, a type otherwise only 
found in Japan and the Himalayan foothills. 
She will also be taking a trip to New York 
City to examine specimens archived at the 
American Museum of Natural History.

“It turns out that North America is 
actually a pretty good place to see some 
unusual termite examples, and part of it 

is because of the history of the ice age on 
this continent and the long-term change 
in climate in the Southwest,” Dyer said.

As she notes in her Whiting proposal: 
“Compared to many insects, termites 
typically are not long-distance travel-
ers. Rather, they have been passive rid-
ers aboard the slowly drifting continents 
through their 250-million-year history.”

A biologist who focuses on microbial 
evolution, Dyer appreciates the lessons that 
can be found in the bellies of these insects. 
Different termite lineages have their own 
microbial symbionts, a microscopic world 
Dyer calls “exceptionally charismatic.”

“It turns out that the microorganisms 
in the termite hindguts are extravagantly, 
baroquely, morphologically exciting. 
They have different shapes and all kinds 
of different appendages,” she said.

Unfortunately, this kind of study requires 
a sacrifice on the part of the termite.

“I don’t like killing organisms, but I do 
chop the head off the termite and then 

extract out the hindgut. Then I chop 
up that hindgut and it makes a sort of 
brownish slurry of whatever the termite 
was digesting,” she explained. “It’s abso-
lutely teeming with microorganisms, like 
Grand Central Station at rush hour, with 
organisms going every which way.”

Dyer, who recently celebrated her 
30th year of teaching at Wheaton, 
has been studying microbial com-
munities in termites since 1976.

“I’ve always loved tiny things,” she 
said. “I like looking under the micro-
scope; I like that kind of focus. I like 
transporting myself into that world.”

The evolutionary lessons ter-
mites provide benefit Dyer as both 
a researcher and an educator.

“Pretty much all the classes I teach are 
about evolution. I don’t always get to talk 
about termites in class; it’s a little specific. 
But there are big lessons from the termites 
that translate to my classes,” she said. Q

—Becca Manning
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A matter of trust
Daniel Arciola ’94 puts Wheaton values to work 

Working with trusts and estates requires a high 
level of integrity. As chief trust officer and senior 
vice president at Brown Brothers Harriman in 
New York City, Daniel Arciola ’94 understands 
that, as well as how an education that emphasizes 
ethics can prepare a person for success.

“When I think about the important things 
you need to be successful in this indus-
try—communications skills, critical think-
ing skills, the ability to write, leadership, 
teamwork—they are all things that through 
attending Wheaton I had the opportu-
nity to develop,” Arciola said. “At my firm, 
there is a real emphasis on integrity and 
teamwork, and those are things our Honor 
Code at Wheaton focused on. I feel those 
were values that are very similar to the core 
values at the institution I now work for.”

Even before college, Arciola knew he 
wanted to go into law, although his first aspira-
tion was to become a prosecutor. It was later, 
during law school, while working in the Family 
Court Division of the Office of the Corporation 
Counsel in Manhattan, that he became “a bit 

disenchanted” with criminal law, deciding 
instead to pursue a career in trusts and estates.

A guidance counselor at Arciola’s high 
school in New Milford, Conn., also a 
Wheaton alumna, helped steer him toward 
Wheaton for his undergraduate studies.

 “She spoke very highly of the educa-
tion that you could receive at Wheaton,” 
Arciola said. “So I followed that recom-
mendation, went up and visited the school, 
and liked the feel of the campus.”

At Wheaton, Arciola studied political sci-
ence, with minors in economics and legal 
studies, and became a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa. He graduated magna cum laude.

“Academically, I felt that Wheaton had 
highly qualified professors, and I liked 
the individual attention you receive in 

the small classrooms,” he said. “I enjoyed 
my social time and was active in intra-
mural sports. I met lifelong friends.”

After Wheaton, Arciola attended New 
York Law School, where he earned 
his juris doctor with honors. Today, he 
oversees trust administration for Brown 
Brothers Harriman’s Delaware National 
Trust Company and for the New York 
office of Brown Brothers Harriman’s 
New York National Trust Company.

He credits his professional success 
to his Wheaton education, as well as 
the experience of living and study-
ing under the Honor Code. He recently 
returned the favor by making a lead-
ership gift to the Wheaton Fund.

 “I don’t think I would be where I am 
today without Wheaton College. I think 
that, in a large part, the institution prepared 
me to get where I am, and this gift is my 
little way of giving back, for everything 
that I got out of Wheaton,” Arciola said. 
“And hopefully it will help Wheaton bring 
in students who will help the institution 
continue to be successful in the future.” Q

—Becca Manning
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The town that 
runs on Wheaties
Alumnae lead the way in Boston suburb

By Hannah Benoit

You might say that Cohasset, Massachusetts, has 
it all: stunning ocean views, gracious old homes, a 
small-town vibe, and a location just 22 miles from 
Boston. It also lays claim to another remarkable 
asset: a dozen Wheaton graduates who live or work 
there, making vital contributions to the community. 

In a town of just over 7,500 residents, a small group 
of people can make a difference, and these Wheaton 
graduates are doing just that. They include Barbara 
Bikofsky Cataldo ’79, superintendent of schools; Diane 
Quinn Kennedy ’86, a town selectman; and a host of 
others engaged in education, the arts and local business. 

Some of these Wheaton dyna-
mos knew each other in college, but 
most did not; their class years range 
from 1976 to 1991. In Cohasset, they 
form a loose but loyal network. 

“I never imagined I would be working in 
a town with so many Wheaties,” says Peg 
Browne Jordan ’84, who teaches Spanish 
and heads the foreign languages depart-
ment at Cohasset High School. Jordan 
has taught three children of fellow alums, 
and she says she is proud to have a fellow 
Wheaton graduate as superintendent. 

Finding the path

Barbara Cataldo started her career 
in special education, became a reading 
specialist, and taught everything from K–1 
to high school. Eventually she moved into 
administrative positions in Cambridge 
and Arlington, then became assistant 
superintendent in Milford before mov-
ing to the top job in Cohasset in 2011. 

Cataldo’s fellow alums sing her praises. 
“Barbara is a very collaborative person, 
and since she’s been here, the commu-
nication between town organizations 

and the schools has just flourished,” says 
Susan Salvadore Franklin ’84, mother of 
three and an active school supporter. “I 
think the town’s general confidence in 
our school system has really increased.”

Cataldo is not one to just stay in the 
central office. She visits the schools regu-
larly and knows most everyone—teach-
ers, students and parents. In her first two 
years on the job, she focused on upgrading 
technology. “When I arrived, we didn’t 
even have wireless in the district,” she 
says. “Now we do—and all of our class-
rooms and labs are 21st century facilities.” 

At Wheaton, Cataldo developed 
a powerful belief in herself.

“Wheaton instilled in me the sense that 

BOSTON
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I could find the path myself if it wasn’t 
there. And when I put something out 
front, which was working with kids and 
making sure they could read, I became 
determined to have that be my path.”

That sense of determination was nur-
tured at Wheaton, but it sprouted years 
earlier, when Cataldo was in sixth grade. 
She had struggled in school as a non-
reader, thinking she wasn’t smart. “One 
day on the playground,” she says, “every-
body was talking about what they wanted 
to do. And I said, ‘I want to be a reading 
teacher when I grow up.’ I couldn’t even 
read! And I thought, this is what I need 
to be, because I don’t want other kids to 
go through what I’m going through.”  

It wasn’t until her sophomore year at 
Wheaton that Cataldo underwent testing 

that revealed she was severely dyslexic. 
After two years of tutoring, she came into 
her own, graduating with a degree in art 
history and later earning a master’s de-
gree in reading from Harvard. Now she’s 
working on her doctoral dissertation and 
“reading every childhood book I never 
got the chance to read as a child.”

‘We could do anything’

Like Cataldo, Diane Kennedy traces 
her leadership skills back to her educa-
tion. “Wheaton is a place where you can 
design your own success,” she says. “You 
can make it whatever you want to make 
it. Our relationships with the professors 
were like partnerships—they treated us as 
equals. My friends and I left there think-
ing we could do anything in the world.” 

One thing Kennedy did when she was 
still at Wheaton was find herself an intern-
ship that dovetailed with her passion for 
the arts. She had read in the Boston Globe 
that a major performing arts venue was 
opening in nearby Mansfield, and that it 
would have an educational component 
housed at Wheaton. She wrote to the Great 
Woods Performing Arts Center and of-
fered her assistance during January break. 

“And they hired me,” she says. “They 
needed me. The education staff consisted 
of two people in a little trailer office. I 
worked for them in the second half of 
my senior year. And I’ve been doing 
that—or something similar—ever since.”

Kennedy ended up working for Great 
Woods (now the Xfinity Center) for five 
years, doing sales and marketing for 

Superintendent Barbara Bikofsky Cataldo ’79 with Cohasset High School seniors. She visits the schools frequently and is well known to students and faculty.
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the in-residence Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra. In 1989 she married Patrick 
Kennedy—in Wheaton’s Cole Memorial 
Chapel—and later leveraged her work ex-
perience into jobs at Dartmouth College’s 
arts center and the New Jersey State Arts 
Council, followed by a fellowship with 
the National Endowment for the Arts in 
Washington, D.C., as she and her attor-
ney husband moved from place to place. 
The couple had a son and a daughter.

“Then in 1999 we landed here in 
Cohasset, and there was an arts center, 
and I said, ‘I guess I have to work there,’” 
Kennedy says. She worked for the South 
Shore Art Center for 12 years, managing 
its annual festival and serving as assistant 
director. Now she is the executive director 
of the Atlantic Symphony Orchestra, a re-
gional ensemble based on the South Shore.  

As her children moved through the 
Cohasset schools, Kennedy became ac-
tive via the Parent School Organization 
(Cohasset’s version of the PTA) and the 
school council. Then, following a failed 
Proposition 2½ override vote in 2006, a 
group of parents rallied to rejuvenate the 
dormant Cohasset Education Foundation 
(CEF) and raise money for the schools. 

Several Wheaton alums got involved. 
Maryann O’Neil Englander ’80 was there at 
the inception. She helped with CEF fund-
raisers, and her husband joined the board. 
(A studio art major at Wheaton, Englander 
is an artisanal jeweler who sells her work 
in Cohasset, Wellesley and Boston.) 

Englander’s neighbor Susan Franklin 
’84 joined the CEF board in 2008, and 
Kennedy signed on the following year.

“It was the most functional commit-
tee or board I’ve ever worked with,” 
Kennedy says, “and I thought, this 
is how things should get done.” 

Since its inception, the foundation 
has raised more than $1 million for the 
Cohasset schools, Englander reports, 
funding school-prioritized resources such 
as technology equipment, Virtual High 
School courses, and teacher training. Its 
endowment stands at nearly $700,000. 

The group’s biggest project so far has been 
the funding of a state-of-the-art language 
lab for the middle and high schools. 
Spanish teacher Peg Jordan ’84 played 
key roles in writing the grant proposal and 
integrating the lab into the curriculum. 

Buoyed by the foundation’s success, 

Diane Kennedy wanted to do more. She 
wanted to see an education advocate on 
the board of selectmen, “because that 
ultimately is where the bigger decisions 
are made that impact the decisions at 
the school level,” she says. “And I’d say, 
Go ask your friends. Find somebody.”

Pictured from left to right: Barbara Bikofsky Cataldo ’79, Susan Salvadore Franklin ’84, Diane Quinn Kennedy 
’86, Peg Browne Jordan ’84, Ann Ferreira Kelly ’79, Kathleen Walsh Oliver ’91 and Maryann O’Neil Englander ’80 
(in front, right)
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That somebody turned out to be Kennedy 
herself. In 2011, another group of residents 
was trying to recruit what they called 
“somebody reasonable” to run for select-
man, and Kennedy brought her husband 
to one of their meetings, hoping to interest 
him. “Well, by the end of the meeting, my 
name was on the list,” says Kennedy. “I tell 
people I ran on the ‘reasonable platform.’”

The descriptor is apropos, for Kennedy 
is not agenda-driven. “If I have one talent, 
it’s diplomacy. I like convening people. The 
minute I hear there’s an opening on a com-
mittee, I go out and start looking for people. 
I like to get 20,000 feet up and try to figure 
out how all the pieces can work, and move 
issues forward. I want the system to work.”

Serving the town

Kennedy recruited Susan Hoadley 
’85, another Cohasset resident, to serve 
on the town’s Community Preservation 
Committee (CPC). Hoadley, an archi-
tect with a practice in Cohasset village, 
is now the committee’s vice chair. 

An art history major at Wheaton, 
Hoadley says her education prepared 
her well for handling “all of the balls 
that I keep in the air as an architect. 
My liberal arts experience at Wheaton 
taught me to love presenting to groups, 
to work collaboratively and to have 
the courage to put ideas out there.”

After graduation, Hoadley earned a 
master’s degree in architecture from the 
University of Pennsylvania and another 
in architectural theory from Harvard, yet, 
she says, “My Wheaton professors were 
the ones who helped me learn how to 
be observant and think analytically.”

She worked at the renowned Boston firm 
Shepley Bulfinch for 17 years, then left to 
open her own company, Hoadley Martinez 
Architects, with partner Corina Martinez. 
Recently, the team designed, pro bono, 
new quarters for the Cohasset Sailing Club, 
a 50-year-old nonprofit open to all com-
munity members. The new clubhouse, 
funded by a CPC grant and grassroots 
fundraising, is now under construction.

Many talents
Hoadley knew Susan Franklin at Wheaton, 

and when they see each other around town 
they often reminisce about college days.  

As befits her liberal arts background, 
Franklin is a woman with many interests—
and many talents. At Wheaton she played 
basketball and studied biochemistry and 
math, but fell in love with art history dur-
ing her senior year. After graduation she 

backpacked around 
Europe. “I wanted to 
see all the things I’d 
studied,” she says. 

Upon returning 
to the States, she 
pondered several 
options, including 
medical school or 
graduate study in 
art history. Instead, 

she embarked on what turned out to be a 
highly successful career in corporate finance 
at an entrepreneurial leasing company. 

In 1998 she moved to Cohasset with her 
husband and two young daughters. Life 
was busy. “It was a juggling act,” she says. 
“I was commuting every day into the city, 
and traveling often between Boston and San 
Francisco. But I loved what I was doing.”

That same year she struck out on her 
own and raised $5 million in venture capital 
to develop an online tool for managing 
commercial lease portfolios. The problem 
was, the Internet hadn’t come of age. 

“Nobody even knew what it 
was,” Franklin says. “People were 
just figuring out email.” 

Her new company landed some big 
accounts, but “people still didn’t get 
it. We were too early to the party.”

So, instead of going for a second round 
of venture capital, Franklin decided to 
become an independent consultant on 
corporate leases and financial instruments. 
In 2002 she had a third child, a son, and 
moved her business to Cohasset. “But I was 
still traveling a lot,” she says, “and I didn’t 
want to miss my little boy growing up.” 

She decided to stop working full time 

and try something new. She ended up 
opening a Del’s Lemonade franchise in 
Cohasset, a summer business that opened 
up time for other pursuits during the school 
year. In 2008 she joined the board of 
the Cohasset Education Foundation and 
served for six years. Applying her math 
and tech savvy, she created and man-
aged the foundation’s database, devel-
oped a new website, introduced email 
marketing and served as treasurer. 

Franklin has finished her term with the 
CEF and now serves as its bookkeeper. 
She’s working toward certification as a 
yoga instructor and looking for a new 
community leadership opportunity. 

“I have to make a decision,” she 
says. “There are a couple of organiza-
tions in town that interest me—and 
Diane is always trying to get me to try 
town government, so we’ll see.” 

Whatever comes next for Franklin and 
her fellow South Shore alumnae, one thing 
is for sure: Cohasset is one lucky town. Q

More Cohasset alums
Susan Schick Galligan ’76
Ocean rower, former board member of the 
Cohasset Maritime Institute, and former  
Parent School Organization president; now 
a real estate professional in New York who 
spends weekends in Cohasset.

Ann Ferreira Kelly ’79
Former PSO member and volunteer for the 
Social Service League of Cohasset’s benefit 
thrift shop and Meals on Wheels program; 
hosted a house party to introduce Maryann 
Englander’s jewelry to the community.

Kathleen Walsh Oliver ’91 
Lifetime Cohasset resident and mother of 
four; works full time for Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts.

Mary Shoffner Sullivan ’80 
Independent personal trainer and volunteer 
for the Social Service League of Cohasset. 

Susan Franklin ’84
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Vision, determination star in filmmaker’s success
The trailer for Sand Castles, a new film by upstart 
director Clenét Verdi-Rose ’04, tells just enough of 
the film’s painful story to make a parent’s heart and 
head ache: A young girl kidnapped, swept away at 
the squeal of tires and held captive for a decade, 
abruptly returns home to her dysfunctional and 
broken family, forever scarred by her disappearance. 

It’s a somber and challenging story for a 
young filmmaker. However, Verdi-Rose’s 
commitment to the craft of filmmak-
ing, not to mention the effusive praise 
of his supporters, suggested that Sand 
Castles would not miss the mark—long 
before it was screened at the Palm Beach 
International Film Festival in April.  

Sand Castles is Verdi-Rose’s most recent 
effort as a director. The film is written by 
and stars Jordon Hodges, whom Verdi-Rose 
befriended while they worked together 
on another film, a comedy called Minor 
League: A Football Story. For Verdi-
Rose, Sand Castles presented an opportunity 
to grow as a filmmaker, working closely dur-
ing pre-production with Hodges on script 
changes, with the cinematographer on plan-
ning shots, and with the actors preparing 
for their roles. The film has been received 

well at festivals, winning the Grand Jury 
New Visions Award for Feature Films at the 
Gasparilla Film Festival in Tampa, Fla., and 
receiving two nominations in acting catego-
ries at the Milan International Film Festival.

Verdi-Rose made his feature film debut 
in 2008 directing Skyler, about a college 
senior wrestling with personal demons. 
He won numerous accolades for the film, 
including best director and first-place 
feature film from the Los Angeles Art-House 
Film Festival; a merit award from the Los 
Angeles Cinema Festival of Hollywood; 
a silver award for best feature film in the 
California Film Awards; and Sklyer was 
selected as the world premiere feature film 
in the Los Angeles Film and Music Festival.

   Prior to the most recent success as 
a director, he spent years hard at work 
paying his dues in Hollywood: He has 

been a first or second assistant direc-
tor on more than 30 film and television 
productions, including the Sundance Film 
Festival nominated Little Birds, and the 
drag-racing biopic Snake & Mongoose. 

None of it has come easy. His first few 
months in Los Angeles were rough. In show 
business, it’s a familiar story. He slept on 
friends’ couches, and scanned the Internet 
for any available work, scraping around for 
just a chance. He finally took an unpaid 
position in 2009 working on a $5 million in-
dependent film called Little Hercules in 3D, 
starring Elliott Gould, Judd Nelson, Robin 
Givens and Terry Bollea (Hulk Hogan). 

His hard work on the production got no-
ticed. As Verdi-Rose recalls it, “By the sec-
ond week of shooting, the production com-
pany started me on payroll, and I have been 
luckily working consistently ever since.” 

Some of the connections he made work-
ing on Little Hercules have helped him to 
secure more work, but ultimately it’s his 
work ethic and commitment that have led to 
some terrific breaks so early in his career. 

That Verdi-Rose, who majored in 
studio art, is making a name for him-
self in film comes as no surprise to 
Professor of Art Andrew Howard. 
Howard taught him in a senior semi-
nar course and encouraged Verdi-Rose 
in his pursuit of a career in the arts. 

Professor Howard remembers that Verdi-
Rose had a “laser vision,” even when he first 
began at Wheaton. “He always said, ‘I’m 
going out to Hollywood, and I’m going to 
make films,’” Howard recalls, “and he went 
out to Hollywood, and he’s making films.”

Verdi-Rose’s says that Howard and 
former Visiting Assistant Professor of 
English David Hopkins were two of the 
most inspirational professors he had at 
Wheaton, and notes that his independent 
study work with Hopkins helped point him 
in the right direction for a career in film. 
(Hopkins passed away from cancer dur-
ing Verdi-Rose’s senior year at Wheaton.)

      As a college senior, for his indepen-
dent study, Verdi-Rose produced a docu-
mentary titled Life Off the Floor about a 
Boston-based breakdancer who leveraged 
dance to help youths on the street. He did 

Clenét Verdi-Rose ’04 on the set of Sand Castles, the third feature film he has directed
RYAN HODGES
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it at a time when Wheaton had not yet 
developed its Film and New Media major. 
So he had to build the project on his own. 

The breadth of experiences like this 
one, and the intimate engagement with the 
community at Wheaton, made it the right 
college for him, Verdi-Rose said. “I wanted a 
broader education than a strictly art school 
would have provided me with. I took classes 
I probably wouldn’t have at other schools, 
and was challenged and engaged by some 
really great professors and students.” 

He studied painting at Wheaton in ad-
dition to filmmaking, and painting remains 
an important part of his artistic expression 
even as he focuses on a career in film. 

“Painting is a therapeutic thing for me. It 
has definitely influenced me in my filmmak-
ing, and I will always do both,” he said.

Though he sharpened his focus at 
Wheaton, Verdi-Rose’s passion for film 
began early in life. His mother, Margaret 

Verdi ’76, helped inspire that interest. 
An urban studies major at Wheaton, 
she later was involved with Falmouth 
Community Television and taught media 
production at Falmouth High School. 

As a 5-year-old, the filmmaker toyed 
around with the family video camera, and 
occasionally acted in small music video pro-
ductions for his mother’s high school classes. 
At age 12, Verdi-Rose hosted his own public 
access television show about comic books 
on Falmouth Community Television. By the 
time he was in high school, he was already 
working on his own video productions. 

He credits his Wheaton education 
for helping to get him to where he is: 
“Wheaton did a great job preparing me 
for my career as a filmmaker because it 
prepared me for problem solving, along 
with offering the artistic support.” Q

—Abe Stein

Clenét Verdi-Rose made his feature film debut in 2008 directing Skyler, which won numerous awards, including for best director in the Los Angeles Art-House Film Festival. 
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Looking ahead  
Alumnae/i representing a wide range of 
careers returned to campus to share their 
expertise and advice with members of the 
Class of 2016 during Wheaton’s Sophomore 
Symposium, which was held in January. 

The annual event offers students the 
opportunity to network with alumnae/i 
and get career advice through a variety 
of workshops. This year, more than 200 
students, 24 alums, 11 faculty members 
and eight staff members, including many 
from the Filene Center for Academic 
Advising and Career Services, participated.

The day was particularly special for 
Molly Tobin ’13 (right), who participated 
in the Passion with a Purpose work-
shop; the symposium marked her first 
visit back to campus since graduating.

“It was great to be able to share with 
the sophomores just how much my time 
at Wheaton defined me and helped me 
in my professional life,” said Tobin, who 
works as a regional advisor for Hasbara 
Fellowships, a nonprofit that gives students 

the opportunity to take trips to Israel.
The career-focused workshops at 

Sophomore Symposium covered sub-
jects ranging from fundraising to jour-
nalism, study abroad to academic plan-
ning. Community activism and graduate 
school options were also discussed.

In her keynote address, speaker Jessica 
Bruce ’87, Associated Press vice president 
for global human resources and strategic 
execution, spoke of her own experiences as 
a Wheaton student. She noted that, as an art 
history major, she would never have guessed 
where her career path would actually lead.

Sophomore Symposium is organized by 
a committee of staff and students, led this 
year by Denyse Wilhelm, associate dean of 
studies and dean of the sophomore class, 
and Alex Vasquez, dean of advising and 

academic success. Also helping to organize 
the event: Vereene Parnell, dean of Service, 
Spirituality and Social Responsibility; Lisa 
Gavigan ’83, director of career services; Lisa 
Yenush ’90, associate director of athlet-
ics, Susan Doyle ’77; director of Alumnae/i 
Relations; and Marco Barbone ’09, assis-
tant director of Alumnae/i Relations. Q

—Adam Kilduff ’16

ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION NEWS

KEITH NORDSTROM
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A delicious 
surprise
English major runs creamery, 
wins national cheese award 

Wheaton’s English majors are frequently 
asked what exactly they plan to do with their 
degrees once they graduate. Back when 
Amy Rowbottom Clark ’06 was a student, 
though, she’d never have guessed what her 
answer would eventually be: Make cheese.

“Looking back I realize how natural this 
whole transition was,” Amy said, “but be-
ing a full-time farmer and cheese maker 
was not in my plan back in college.”

Amy and her husband, Josh, own and 
operate Crooked Face Creamery, a 200-acre 
dairy farm in the small town of Skowhegan 
in central Maine. The high-school 
sweethearts are already winning 
recognition just four years after 
they bought their herd of cows, 
and now operate their business 
at a farm Josh’s grandparents had 
owned for more than a century.

Their fresh whole-milk ricotta 
received a third-place ribbon 
at the 2013 American Cheese 
Society Conference, the larg-
est competition in the his-
tory of the conference, with a 
record 1,794 contestants. 

“We only did it to get feedback 
from the expert panel of judges, 
and were blown away to actu-
ally win an award,” Amy said.

Amy left behind the family 
farm in Maine where she grew 
up when she came to Wheaton. 
After college, she and Josh moved 
together to Burlington, Vt., where she 
took a job as a marketing coordinator with 
Ashgate Publishing and he worked with 
at-risk young people. Yet their shared love 
of agriculture was calling them back.

“We missed the lifestyle and 
knew it was how we wanted to 
raise our family,” she said.

Amy and Josh moved home and got mar-
ried in 2009—but instead of going on a hon-
eymoon, they bought a herd of Jersey cows. 
A friend soon suggested that Amy try making 

her own cheese, and she discovered a pas-
sion. She joined a thriving industry in Maine, 
which is home to the nation’s fastest-grow-
ing artisanal cheese sector, and now makes 
about 500 pounds of cheese a month.

Amy makes three types of cheese at 
Crooked Face: the award-winning ricotta, 
a gouda, and a double Gloucester. Each 
batch requires about 40 gallons of milk, 
which she carries herself from the milk 
room to the cheese room in five-gallon 
buckets—“very old school”—and then 

turns into cheese through an intensive 
process of heating, cutting and salting. She 
sells the final product wholesale and at 
farmer’s markets for $7.50 to $18 a pound.

Farming isn’t for the faint-hearted. Josh 
wakes up at 3:30 every morning to milk the 
cows, and Amy is up by 5:30. “That’s the 
reality of life on a farm,” she said. “We have 
no days off, no sick days or holidays. The 
cows must be milked twice a day every day.”

One upside to making cheese: As a 
value-added product, it’s less subject to 
price swings than the milk that Josh sells 
wholesale to Agri-Mark, a dairy coopera-
tive. “You have to be your own everything 
on a small farm,” Amy said. “Not only 
do you need to be an expert in mak-
ing your product and taking care of your 
animals, but also on how to sell what you 
make, find new markets, create your own 
marketing material, websites, brochures, 
and also keep up with bookkeeping.” 

It all sounds far removed from study-
ing Emily Dickinson in a classroom in 
Norton. But Amy said her English degree 
helped prepare her for the challenges 
she now faces in her cheese room.

“Going to Wheaton taught me how to 
learn and gave me confidence in my own 
ideas,” she said. “It’s that confidence and 
creativity that gave me the ambition to learn 
the art of making cheese, and has helped 
me wear so many hats with our business.” Q

—Ted Nesi ’07

JEFF POULAND / COURTESY OF THE KENNEBEC JOURNAL
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1937
Frances “Francie” Crosby Allen, 
97, died on June 21, 2013, at Shell 
Point Pavilion in Fort Myers, Fla. 
After graduating from Milton 
High School, Francie attended 
Colby-Sawyer College (then Colby 
Junior College for Women) in 
New London, N.H. She mar-
ried Richard Douglas in 1942. 
The couple raised three children 
together. After Richard died in 
1956, Francie married Philip Allen 
in 1960. The Allens retired to the 
Eastman Community in Grantham, 
N.H., in 1971, and spent more 
than 20 years enjoying the out-
doors and actively volunteering 
for Dartmouth College athletics 
and the Hood Museum of Art. In 
1994 the Allens joined the Shell 
Point Retirement Community near 
Sanibel Island, Fla. Francie vol-
unteered at the Bailey-Matthews 
Shell Museum in programs for 
children until she was almost 90 
years old.

1941
Helen Wardwell Johnson 
Frederick died at the age of 94. 
After attending Wheaton, she 
graduated from Stanford University 
in 1941. Helen loved travel, a life-
long passion that became a reality 
in her retirement years. 

Susan Fessenden died on February 
2, at the home of her daughter, 
Jill Fessenden. She was 94. Susan 
married Bruce Fessenden in 1942. 
After two years at Wheaton, she 
transferred to Antioch College in 
Yellow Springs, Ohio, from which 
she graduated in 1943 with a 
bachelor’s degree in chemistry. 
She earned her master’s de-
gree from Temple University in 
Philadelphia in 1968. She worked 
as an industrial chemist during the 
’40s and later taught college, high 
school and elementary school 
until her retirement in 1978.

1943
Marjorie MacMullen Brewer, 92, 
died on Nov. 22, 2013. She was 
married to the late Edwin Brewer. 
After graduating from Wheaton, 
she earned a master’s degree from 
Columbia University. Marjorie was 

a psychologist for the Shrewsbury, 
Mass., school system. She was ac-
tive in numerous civic and chari-
table organizations and served on 
the boards of Edward Street Day 
Care Center, Opera Worcester and 
the Wheaton Club (Worcester). 
She volunteered at Wesley Church, 
Memorial Hospital, and Meals On 
Wheels. She was also an avid sup-
porter of athletics, for which she 
was awarded an honorary varsity 
letter by the Shrewsbury High 
School athletic department. 

1945
Barbara Coon Smiles, 90, died on 
Dec. 21, 2013, at Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston. 
Barbara grew up in Ashland, 
and Laconia, N.H. She married 
Peter Smiles and they settled in 
Merrimac, Mass., where they re-
sided for many years. After Peter’s 
death, Barbara moved to Durham, 
N.H., and later to Exeter, N.H. She 
was a member of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. Barbara 
enjoyed gardening, reading and 
her four dogs. She was an avid 
downhill skier and enjoyed skiing 
well into her 70s.

1946
Eleanor Ginsburg, 89, of 
Mashpee, Mass., and of West 
Palm Beach, Fla., died on Nov. 
11, 2013. Beloved wife of the late 
Edward Ginsburg, she was a life-
time member of Hadassah, Beth 
Israel Hospital Auxiliary, Brandeis 
University National Women’s 
Committee, Hebrew Rehabilitation 
Center, Temple Beth El of Quincy, 
and the Quincy City Hospital 
Auxiliary.

1947
Ruth Richmond Reardon, 88, 
died on Dec. 6, 2013. She was 
the beloved wife of the late 
Dennis Reardon. She was raised 
in Squantum, a neighborhood 
in Quincy, Mass. After attending 
Wheaton, she graduated from 
Gordon College with honors. Ruth 
was a developmental specialist 
in early intervention with South 
Shore Mental Health for 24 years. 
She was a published author of 
the books Listening to the Littlest, 

Listen to My Feelings and Listening 
to a Teenager. Ruth was a longtime 
member of South Shore Baptist 
Church and was active in religious 
education programs.

Joan Odlin Kalat, 89, formerly 
of Worcester, Mass., and New 
London, N.H., died on February 
5 at Holy Trinity Nursing Center. 
Joan taught at Kearsarge Regional 
High School in Sutton, N.H., and 
worked at Catholic Charities as 
a social worker for 10 years. She 
was a volunteer at Abbey’s House, 
and a member of the Jewish 
Community Center, where she 
enjoyed participating in the water 
aerobics classes. Spending time 
and shopping with her beautiful 
granddaughter Gillian is what Joan 
cherished most.

1948
Daphne Fay Landry, 88, died 
on Jan. 31, 2013, at La Casa 
Retirement Home in Merritt Island, 
Fla. She graduated from Wheaton 
with a degree in psychology. 

1949
Virginia “Ginny” Biggers Witmer, 
86, died on Dec. 16, 2013, at 
home after a 30-year battle with 
Parkinson’s disease. A community 
volunteer, she especially enjoyed 
working with children. For more 
than two decades of volunteer 
service to the Lancaster, Pa., 
community, Ginny received the 
New Era Red Rose Award. At the 
Lancaster Day Care Center, Ginny 
was made a lifetime honorary 
board member, and the welcome 
center is named for her. She was 
a member of the boards of the 
Demuth Foundation, the Rock 
Ford Foundation, and the Manos 
House. She was also a past 
president of the Lancaster Junior 
League. At the Boys & Girls Club 
of Lancaster, she helped with Toys 
for Tots and read to children, who 
affectionately called her “the book 
lady.” Ginny was recognized by 
the Boys & Girls Club of Lancaster 
as the volunteer of the year and 
subsequently was made an honor-
ary board member. 

1950
Margaret Brown Kelleher, 85, 
died on Dec. 27, 2013. After 
she graduated from Wheaton, 
Margaret’s teaching career began 
in Buffalo, N.Y., and continued 
in the Newbury, Mass., and 
Hampton, N.H., school systems. 
In later years, she was a teller at 
the Hampton Cooperative Bank. 
She resided in Tuftonboro, N.H., 
with Paul, her husband of 62 
years, for 15 years, previously 
residing in North Hampton, N.H., 
for 44 years. Her passions were 
animals, gardening, travel and 
the Red Sox. For many years she 
raised and showed collie dogs, 
imparting her love of animals to 
each of her children.

1953
Anne Wemmer Collins, 82, died 
on Oct. 29, 2013. After attend-
ing Wheaton, she graduated 
from Beloit College in Wisconsin. 
Anne was an animal lover, 
supporting a number of animal 
welfare organizations. For most of 
her adult life she was a humanist 
and Unitarian Universalist. She 
was active in building the Emerson 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
in Troy, Mich., and was a mem-
ber of the Humboldt Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship near 
Eureka, Calif.

Noelle Shaver Ross, 82, died on 
Nov. 5, 2013, at Berkeley Heights 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. 
After graduating from Wheaton, 
she was employed as a secretary 
for Taylor Instruments in Pine 
Brook, N.J., until her retirement 
in 1983. Noelle was a member 
of the Woman’s Club of Upper 
Montclair and the Altar Guild at St. 
James Episcopal Church in Upper 
Montclair.

Caroline Alexander Weymuller 
Wellman, 82, of Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa., died on Dec. 13, 2013. She 
was born in 1931 in Brooklyn 
Heights, N.Y. After she graduated 
from Wheaton, Caroline earned 
a master’s degree in education 
from New York University in 
1956. She worked for the New 
York World Telegram and Sun, 
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and taught in the New York 
public school system. She was 
also a founding member of Zion’s 
Hill Preschool, and a member of 
the Wilton Soccer Association in 
Wilton, Conn.

1955
Nancy Tisdale Flegal, 79, died on 
Dec. 21, 2013. Nancy graduated 
from Wheaton Phi Beta Kappa, 
earning her bachelor of arts degree 
in classics. She enjoyed being a 
homemaker and raising her sons. 
Upon moving to New Hampshire 
in 1979, she began a full-time 
career in tax preparation and 
banking. In 1987 Nancy began a 
25-year career as a probate parale-
gal with McLane Law Firm, retiring 
in 2012.

Priscilla Watkins Ekings, 80, died 
on Dec. 24, 2013. Priscilla was 
born in Lansford, Pa. After attend-
ing Wheaton and the Katharine 
Gibbs School in New York City, 
she worked at the Saturday 
Evening Post in Philadelphia. 
Priscilla subsequently became a 
longtime resident of Rochester, 
N.Y. She was a lifelong fan and 
supporter of the arts, an avid 
reader and walker, and was known 
for her sense of humor, her strong 
spirit, and her enthusiasm for life.

1957
Suzanne Hague Sewall, 78, of 
Capitol Island, Maine, died on 
Nov. 7, 2013. Suzanne was a 
proud graduate of Wheaton and 
was an active alumna. She was 
a member of the Junior League 
of Sarasota and was a fashion 
consultant for many years until her 
retirement. 

1962 
Nancy Morehead Stone, 73, died 
on Dec. 5, 2013. Nancy worked 
as the development director at 
the Weill Cornell Medical College 
in New York. She was married to 
Timothy Stone. Nancy majored in 
art at Wheaton, and she was an 
active volunteer for the college in 
the years after her graduation. 

1963
Mary Toy Dismukes, 72, died on 
January 21, after an almost four-
year battle with ovarian cancer. 
She attended Wheaton for two 
years, followed by one year at 
Katharine Gibbs School in Boston, 
where she learned secretarial 
skills. While working in Boston, 
she met her future husband, Bill. 
After Bill finished his medical 
training in Boston, they settled in 
Birmingham, Ala., in 1971. Mary 
spent time serving as a docent 
for the Birmingham Zoo, where 
she took animals, including a boa 
constrictor and a ferret, out to lo-
cal schools, and then served as the 
assistant to the zoo’s director. She 
enjoyed family ski trips, traveling 
with Bill, and most of all spend-
ing time at her beloved home in 
Chatham, Mass. 

1967
Christine Benson Pell died Nov. 
29, 2013. After attending Wheaton, 
she later earned a degree from 
C.W. Post College. She joined 
Glen Cove Boys & Girls Club’s 
board of directors in 1977, became 
president, and was chair of the 
board at the time of her death. She 
also belonged to the Glen Cove 
Hospital Advisory Council, and 
had served on the boards of Piping 
Rock Club and the Long Island 
Golf Association.

Charlyn Tye Ryll Brisbane, 67, 
died on Oct. 12, 2013, after a brief 
illness. Charlyn grew up in Keene, 
N.H., and after graduating from 
Wheaton went on to the University 
of Virginia, where she received a 
master’s degree in American history. 
In 1970 she went to Winchester 
in England to work on Martin 
Biddle’s archaeological excavations 
of Roman, Saxon and medieval 
towns. She joined Winchester 
City Museums as keeper of social 
history in 1975, a post she held 
until retiring in 2001. She was 
responsible for the city’s important 
collection of prints and drawings, 
as well as many artifacts associ-
ated with Winchester in the 18th, 
19th and early 20th centuries. She 
also produced numerous special 
exhibitions, including ones on Jane 

Austen, the Catholic recusants and 
late-19th-century health in cholera-
infected Winchester. Charlyn was 
a great traveler, especially around 
remote Greek islands and more re-
cently Central and Eastern Europe, 
where she pursued her fascination 
with 19th- and 20th-century history.

1973
Sharon Frances Sylvester, 62, of 
Duxbury, Mass., died on January 
16, after a three-month battle with 
lung cancer. Sharon was born in 
Yonkers, N.Y. She received a bach-
elor’s degree in psychology from 
Wheaton. For the past three years 
she was the executive director of 
the Pembroke Housing Authority, 
and prior to this she served as the 
executive director of the Norwell 
Housing Authority. 

1977
Laurie Anne Cameron died on 
Nov. 27, 2013, from breast cancer. 
She was 58. After graduating from 
Wheaton, Laurie was a 32-year 
employee of Liberty Mutual 
Insurance Company, spending her 
time in both commercial and per-
sonal market claims departments. 
She was an avid traveler, visiting 
Europe, Tanzania, South Africa 
and the South Pacific, and logging 
more than 400 dives as a scuba 
diver, mainly in the Caribbean. 
She was a curious adventurer and 
always delighted in the diverse 
experiences she encountered at 
home and around the world.

1999
Jonathan Beal, 37, died on Dec. 
6, 2013. He grew up in Chatham, 
Va., and embraced the freedom, 
creativity and connection to nature 
that the small town allowed. At 
Wheaton he was a Balfour Scholar 
and a founding member of the 
rugby team. He was inspired and 
fascinated by the importance of 
the law in bringing order to our 
lives. Jonathan received a juris 
doctor from George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C. He 
worked on behalf of ambulatory 
surgery centers nationwide, pro-
viding consultation on legal and 
health policy issues. Jonathan was 
married to Carol Anthony-Beal. 

Friends
Otto Reinert, professor emeritus, 
in October 2013

Christopher Covert, husband of 
Catherine Covert, former vice 
president for college advancement, 
in December 2013

Relatives
1961 Christom Larsin, husband 
of Valerie Kalliavas Larsin, in 
December 2013

1961 Douglas Green, husband 
of Deborah Dillingham Green, in 
January

1964 Carl Westerdahl, husband of 
Susan Stetson Clarke, in April 2013

1964 Edward Henig, husband of 
Frances Hochbaum Henig, in June 
2013

1968 Dorothy Pye, mother of 
Rosemary Pye, in January

1968 Frances Crosby Allen, moth-
er of Cynthia Douglas Bittinger, in 
June 2013

1972 Virginia “Ginny” Biggers 
Witmer, mother of Virginia Witmer 
Miller, in December 2013

1977 Nancy Kaderabek, mother of 
Anne Kaderabek Swope, in January

1986 John Powers, father of Susan 
Powers Antwine, in January

1986 Robert Wood, father of Traci 
Wood McCarthy, in January

1986 Donald Lasowski, father of 
Anne-Marie Lasowski Fennell, in 
October 2013

1986 Samir Hajj, father of Dana 
Hajj, in August 2013

1986 Joseph Rowan, father of Ann 
Rowan Dickson, in November 2013

1990 Caroline Alexander 
Weymuller Wellman, mother 
of Elizabeth Wellman Garry, in 
December 2013

1995 Dennis Gibson Sr., father of 
Brian Gibson, in January

2004 Kenneth Leavitt, father 
of Jennifer Leavitt Tietjen, in 
December 2013

2010 Sharon Frances Sylvester, 
mother of Dainya Sylvester, in 
January
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Elisabeth Amen
Nursery School

Wheaton 
faculty/staff

Wheaton 
Class of 2017

Wheaton students who
attended Amen nursery 
school whose parents 

work at Wheaton

This academic year, six of the freshmen entering 
Wheaton had something special in common. They 

began their educational journeys together at the 
Elisabeth Amen Nursery School and did it again here 
as first-year college students. And each of them has a 
parent who is a faculty or staff member at Wheaton, 

which has been affiliated with the nursery school 
(a site for child study and research) since 1931.

Something in common—again



Learn how you can give for the future right now. 
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or 
visit online at wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning.

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. 
My way.

Audrey MacLeod Schneiderman ’48
Married for 39 years to the late Howard Schneiderman; mother of two 

University of California medal recipient

Although it has been 66 years since my graduation, I still feel close to Wheaton. 
I continue to be connected to the lifelong friends I made, and I have enjoyed the 
many Reunions I have attended. As a student, I was grateful beyond words to 
receive a four-year full scholarship, and surprised and thankful at graduation to 
receive a grant from Wheaton to help pay for graduate school. No wonder my 
heart has belonged to Wheaton all my life. Through the years, my late husband, 
Howard, and I had a goal to give something back each year, to thank Wheaton for 
my wonderful education. One year, Howard established an endowed scholarship 
in my name as a birthday present. I, now, in return, support an annual Wheaton 
Fund scholarship in his name. Wheaton also is in my estate plans, and I am making 
gifts right now through my IRA. My hope is that in the future these gifts will benefit 
students, so that they, too, “may have life and may have it abundantly.”
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http://wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning


Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Support Wheaton

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766  wheatoncollege.edu

Help ensure  
the best future.
Monica Wright ’97
Air-quality scientist/consultant for CH2M HILL, Portland, Ore. 

Volunteer tutor for Girls Inc.

Wheaton Fund supporter 

Creates positive environment:
“I have always been interested in the role of science in our 
society, particularly as it applies to environmental laws and 

protection of human health. After Wheaton, I worked as a high 
school chemistry teacher for seven years and then went to graduate 
school to get my Ph.D. in chemistry. Consulting gives me the 
opportunity to work with clients all over the world to help them meet 
their environmental goals.”

Takes on challenge:
“I regularly use the problem solving skills I developed at 

Wheaton. I remember some very challenging ‘Physical Chemistry’ 
tests that forced me to apply my understanding of the concepts we 
learned in class to a problem with no clear answer. Now, most of the 
projects I work on have no clear answer, and a major part of every 
project is coming up with an innovative approach.”

Values supportive climate:
“I contribute to the Wheaton Fund as a way to say thank 

you to everyone who influenced me and helped me get to where I 
am. Giving back also keeps me connected to this special place that 
educates, inspires and empowers future scientists, peacekeepers, 
community leaders, scholars and entrepreneurs.”
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