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The United Nation’s Women’s Conference 

in 1995 set a minimum standard for the 

number of women in the U.S. Congress. 

By 2000, reads the tenet, 50 percent of 

the congressional seats should be held by 

women. Today, six years later, the number 

is 15.1 percent. Two Wheaton alumnae are 

gearing up for a change.
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BETWEEN THe LineS
By JAyNE M. IAFRATE, EDITOR

Rumor has it that the new home 
of Wheaton’s Communication 
office once served as norton’s 
first jail. For a group of people 
who thrive on gallows humor, 
this little bit of truthiness (thank 
you, Stephen Colbert) makes 
us embrace our new digs more 
tightly.

the college’s Communication 
office is the perennial nomad 
of norton; in the last quarter 
century or so, the office has 
moved from a house on howard 
Street to hebe hall to Park hall 
to 10 Library Square—our new-
est home. this frequent shuffling 
says something either about our 
unimportance or our flexible 
response to the college’s chang-
ing needs. We like to think it’s 
the latter.

actually, we know it. 
Wheaton College, like any 
self-respecting institution of 
higher education, expects and 
welcomes change, whether it’s 
a graduating class of students, 
the introduction of new staff 
or faculty, or even a move to a 
new office. When the college 
first suggested the move to us 
last fall, my colleagues and I in 
Communications were hesitant. 
Park hall is choice property 
on campus and higher educa-
tion—like real estate—is often 
about location, location, loca-
tion. Besides being the college’s 
administration building, Park 
hall entertains a steady stream 
of students, staff and faculty, 
all of them wandering the halls 
and anxious to tell a story. 
Pennies from heaven, as they 
say. Library Square, a gorgeous 
location, is somewhat removed 
from the main campus, and 
we wondered how the move 
would change the way we do 
business. It didn’t take long to 
find out.

Moving on

In the past two months since 
the move, I’ve worked outside 
of my office more often than 
ever before. the new space is 
great—I wouldn’t trade it for our 
old offices—but the desire to 
stay connected to the main part 
of campus forces me to seek out 
wider opportunities across cam-
pus. that’s always been a big 
part of my job, but now I pursue 
it with a new fervor.

the same can be said about  
other change initiative across  

campus. From the two newly 
created offices of health and 
Wellness and Spirituality, Service 
and Social Responsibility to the 
President’s advisory Committee 
on Inclusive excellence, the 
Wheaton campus is searching 
for better ways to do what it’s 
always done well—educat-
ing young leaders to become 
agents of change. this issue 
of the Quarterly is, in particu-
lar, packed with such stories. 
Student-scholars anticipate 

their new lives as Fulbright or 
Watson recipients (page 4); 
others wrestle with the lingering 
questions of american identity 
after a trip abroad (page 24). 
our alums, of course, are out 
there seeking change as well. 
From the drag strips of Pomona 
(page 18) to the seats of power 
in Washington, D.C. (page 26), 
Wheaton people are reinventing 
themselves and their worlds.

Yes, change is afoot. Stay 
tuned. Q   

10 Library Square

•	 the	property	originally	belonged	to	the	Wheaton	family.

•	 eliza	Baylies	Wheaton	sold	the	property	in	the	1870s	to	George	e.	makepeace,	who	then	sold	it	to	norton’s	
first	police	chief,	Ben	scanlan,	who	might	have	used	the	house	as	norton’s	first	jail.

•	 A	plaque	on	the	house	dates	it	at	1832,	predating	the	founding	of	the	Wheaton	Female	seminary;	the	
norton	Historical	society	dates	the	house	at	1865-75.

•	 the	house,	with	its	large,	attached	barn/hall,	hosted	meetings	and	dances	as	norton’s	Grange	Hall	around	
the	turn	on	the	20th	century.

•	 For	much	of	the	20th	century,	the	front	of	the	home	was	a	residence	while	the	back	section—the	old	
barn—housed	commercial	space:	an	antiques	store,	a	women’s	clothing	store	and	a	seamstress	shop.

•	 Wheaton	purchased	the	property	in	2004	and	renovated	it	for	office	space	in	2006.

historical information courtesy of Ruth Goold ’53 (norton historical Society) and Sandy Zommer ’90 (Wheaton archives).
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CONVERGENCE
By RONAlD A. CRuTChER, PREsIDENT
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By the authority vested in me by the 
Trustees and the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, I confer upon each of 
you the degree of Bachelor of Arts and 
declare you to be entitled to all the 
rights, privileges, and honors pertaining 
to that degree. In testimony thereof, and 
as evidence that you have fulfilled all 
the requirements, the Trustees grant you 
the diploma of Wheaton College. 

the privilege of delivering that line each 
spring is one of the great pleasures of the 
college presidency. It is one statement guar-
anteed to be met with a roar of approval. 
aside from being the signal for celebration, it 
also is a solemn affirmation that each of the 
soon-to-be-alumnae/i seated in the Dimple 
has satisfied the faculty’s requirements for 
the degree. For some, that assurance may no 
longer be enough.

Inspired by the cost of college and ques-
tions of classroom quality, higher education 
faces an inquiring public. In response, the 
federal government is considering measures 
addressing the perception that academe 
answers to no one. as I write this, a commis-
sion appointed by U.S. education Secretary 
Margaret Spellings is considering several plans 
to assess the quality of undergraduate educa-
tion, including a national test to be required 
for graduation. the goal is admirable, but the 
proposed solution is, at best, symbolic, not 
unlike the pomp and circumstance of com-
mencement. at worst, current plans could 
weaken american higher education’s greatest 
strength: the wide variety in types of colleges 
and universities and their unique missions.

the commission’s proposal overlooks a 
simple fact: undergraduate programs vary 
considerably. Different types of institutions, 
indeed even different programs within a single 
institution, tackle very different subject matter 
and skills. the engineering student’s course 
of study varies considerably from the chem-
istry major’s or the aspiring musician’s. Most 
important, no single standardized test can pro-
vide an accurate assessment of the multiple 
learning outcomes expected. But this does not 
mean that we should simply throw our hands 
up in the air in despair over the impossibility 
of evaluating the quality of education. 

all higher education institutions do, or 
should, share one goal: effecting a substantial 
difference in students’ knowledge and capa-
bilities. assessing the quality of learning is no 
easy matter. how does one measure trans-
formation? a quickened intellect? Curiosity 
come alive? a heightened concern for justice 
or preservation of the environment? a new-
found ease in analyzing complex issues? all 
of the above. But evaluating how and why 
we encourage transformation is, to me, a 
more forward-thinking goal. By nurturing an 
ongoing culture of excellence through initia-
tives like the curriculum review and strategic 
planning, we tell our students and the world 
that core values—rigor, integrity, equality, 
diversity, intellectual freedom, tradition, in-
novation and world citizenship—matter. 

We also need to acknowledge that the 
benefits of a college education continue 
to emerge for many years after graduation. 
From my own experience, I know that it can 
take years to fully appreciate the habits of 
mind that develop and the new horizons that 
appear as a result of college study. From the 
conversations I have with alumnae/i on cam-
pus and across the country, I know Wheaton 
alumnae/i share this experience. Beyond 
anecdotal data, Wheaton can also point to 
findings from a regular survey of alumnae/i 
perspectives on the undergraduate experi-
ence, one of several national assessment 

initiatives in which the college is involved.
Wheaton is also active in assessing the 

quality of its programs as perceived by our 
students, while they are students. For exam-
ple, the college participates in the national 
Survey of Student engagement (nSSe), which 
measures how undergraduates spend their 
time and what they gain from their college 
experience. the survey focuses on activities 
that previous studies have identified as “best 
practices” in undergraduate education, such 
as collaborative research with faculty mem-
bers and outside-of-class learning activities. 
to put it another way, the survey measures 
the behaviors (of students and institutions) 
that are associated with the most effective 
teaching and learning practices.

Wheaton has scored so well on the nSSe 
that it was chosen as one of 20 colleges for 
a national study to explore how institutions 
can “add value” to students’ educational 
experience. these are the results of the past, 
however. Wheaton cannot be satisfied with 
the successes of the past. Instead, we need 
to look ahead and challenge ourselves to 
further enhance the intellectual engagement 
of our students, as called for in the college’s 
strategic plan. the results from the nSSe can 
offer clues about where to focus attention to 
achieve that goal. at bottom, this focus on 
constant improvement should be the primary 
purpose of assessment and accountability. 

I couldn’t begin to predict what account-
ability and assessment plan the commis-
sion will decide to recommend to the U.S. 
Department of education. In the end, federal 
requirements may matter less than an institu-
tional commitment to accountability: paying 
attention to what students can tell us about 
their college experience and constantly look-
ing for ways to improve their learning. Q  

Accountability, where it counts
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2005 semester studying at the Universität 
Regensburg. on her upcoming trip, she hopes 
to promote cultural exchange while develop-
ing her teaching skills.

Besides her Davis Fellowship, Dean also 
is the recipient of Balfour and Presidential 
scholarships, Dean’s List honors and the 
hedda Korsch Prize (in German). She is also 
a member of the mathematics and filmmaking 
clubs. Dean hopes that the teaching skills she 
develops as a Fulbright Scholar will help pre-
pare her for a possible 
career in education.

Zoë Lees, a history 
and hispanic studies 
major from Santa Fe, 
n.M., will teach english 
and study indigenous 
medicinal practices in 
Malaysia next year as a 
Fulbright Scholar. a Balfour Scholar, Lees first 
taught english abroad in 2004, when she trav-
eled to ecuador as a Wheaton Fellow.

She has been active locally in the america 
Reads program in attleboro, where she 
tutored schoolchildren. on campus she is the 
business manager of the Lyons Den coffee-
house, a member of student government, the 
College Democrats and the college’s amnesty 
International chapter. She is also a student 
advisor in the Center for Global education, 
helping students better understand the impor-
tance of studying abroad. 

Joshua Purvis ’06, an english major and 
religious studies minor from eureka, Calif., 
will teach english and study the post-
Communism role of the Catholic Church in 

Wheaton College 
senior to study 
surf cultures as 
Watson Fellow

Jeremy	Berger	’06

Lesley	Dean	’06

Alexandra	Cheney	’06

Zoë	Lees	’06

French Polynesia, australia, Japan, Costa 
Rica, Brazil and South africa. these countries 
are among the world’s most prized surfing 
destinations. In august Alexandra Cheney 
’06 of Santa Monica, Calif., will begin a 
year of travel to these locations to study the 
intersection of surf culture and environmental 
stewardship as a 2006 Watson Fellow.

Cheney is just one of several Wheaton 
scholarship winners this semester: Seniors 
Jeremy Berger, Lesley Dean, Zoë Lees, 
Joshua Purvis and Stephen Wulff won 2006 
Fulbright Scholarships, senior Brittany 
Krupica won a 2006 Rotary Scholarship, and 
senior Lisa Shure was invited by the Japanese 
government to teach in the Japan exchange 
and teaching Program.

the Watson Fellowship is a one-year grant 
for independent study and travel outside 
the United States. Fifty fellows are chosen 
nationally and awarded $25,000 for their 
projects. In her project, Cheney will immerse 
herself in local cultures to interview and 
photograph surfers who work to preserve the 
ocean environment.

“Surfers feel a unique spiritual tie with 
water, out of which emerges their fight to 
protect the oceans,” Cheney said. “Without 
surfers as advocates, many coastlines would 
succumb to the destruction brought on by 
commercial shipping, underwater demolition 
and extractive fishing. By examining wave-
riding cultures and defining their component 
traditions and rituals, I seek to explore how 
surfers feel their connection with the water 
and how that bond translates into worldwide 
oceanic preservation.”

at Wheaton the english and hispanic 
studies major has been a neWMaC all- 
academic athlete and a Wheaton College 
Scholar athlete in swimming, Photography 
and Film Club vice president, american 
Cancer Society Relay For Life lead coordina-
tor, and a 10-Minute Play Festival director. 
Last summer, Cheney covered surfing in the 
sports department of CBS in Los angeles.

Jeremy Berger, an economics major and 
German minor from Milford, n.h., will teach 
english in Germany next year as a Fulbright 
Scholar. In the classroom, he will explore 
how both German and american cultures are 
portrayed in the media.

Berger gained media 
experience as a colum-
nist for the Wheaton 
Wire, but that’s just one 
of several prominent 
roles he has played on 
campus. a Presidential 
and Balfour Scholar 
and the recipient of a Wheaton Fellowship, 
Berger has been active in Wheaton 
Democrats, Students for Kerry, Students for 
Israel, hillel, Model United nations, the 
Student Government association, and as a 
tutor in economics and German. he has also 
worked for the new hampshire Coalition for 
human Rights and the John Kerry presiden-
tial campaign as a field organizer in new 
hampshire. In 2005 Berger studied abroad at 
the Universität Regensburg in Bavaria.

January graduate 
Lesley Dean ’06 of 
norton, Mass., who 
majored in German 
and mathematics, 
will teach english in 
Germany next year as 
a Fulbright Scholar. 
She has been studying 

German her “whole life,”   completed two 
summer internships in Potsdam on a Davis 
Fellowship last summer and spent the spring 
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Slovakia next year as a 
Fulbright Scholar. It was 
his study abroad at the 
University of edinburgh 
that cemented his desire 
to gain international 
experience.

an aspiring professor, 
Purvis has made a point 
of being fully engaged in both the academic 
and artistic life of the college. a Community 
Scholar, Wheaton Fellow and Charles S. 
Dana Scholar, Purvis is a Dean’s List student 
and member of the national French honor 
Society. he also is the artistic director of the 
student-run ensemble Café theater, a play-
wright and an admissions office senior in-
tern. at home in California, he has worked as 
a music journalist for the North Coast Journal 
and attended the California State Summer 

School for the arts.
Stephen Wulff ’06, a 

political science major 
from Barrington, Ill., 
who spent a summer 
teaching english to 
students in the Chilean 
andes, will go abroad 
again in 2006 as a 

Fulbright Scholar. he will teach english and 
study popular perceptions of the U.S. govern-
ment in South Korea.

Wulff’s career at Wheaton has been 
marked by his leadership in political, journal-
istic and musical groups. a Jazz Band drum-
mer and disc jockey at WCCS, Wulff founded 
www.collegevotescount.org, a voter registra-
tion and education organization targeting 
college students. he has played leadership 
roles in Wheaton’s Student Government 
association, College Democrats, non-
Violent Coordinating Committee, and the 
chess and outdoor clubs. he worked for Sen. 
John Kerry’s presidential campaign in new 
hampshire and for Sen. Barack obama’s 
campaign in Illinois. he also has been a 
writer and managing editor of the college’s 
newspaper, the Wheaton Wire. Considering 
law school and a career as a civil rights at-
torney, Wulff hopes his experience in South 
Korea will heighten his cultural sensibilities.

Brittany Krupica ’06 of Wheeling, 
W.V., has been awarded a 2006-07 Rotary 
International ambassadorial Scholarship for 
one year of academic study abroad. one of 
approximately 800 scholars worldwide to 

win the $26,000 award, Krupica plans to 
study at Cambridge University, england.

active in both campus and community 
groups, Krupica was the Class of 2006 
president in 2003. She is the founder, 
president and student coordinator of the 
harvard national Model United nations 
chapter at Wheaton, a preceptor, an 
environmental intern, a writer for the Wire 
student newspa-
per and a member 
of the eco club. 
Internships with the 
Conservation Law 
Foundation and 
the London-based 
environmental Law 
Foundation and the 
Campaign for Protection of Rural england 
allowed Krupica to work behind the scenes 
in policy, helping to draft legislation and 
communicate organizational goals. 

Senior Lisa Shure, a studio art major and 
art history minor from Wilmington, Mass., 
will teach english in Japan next year with 
the Japan exchange and teaching (Jet) 
Program. She also hopes to explore art in 
Japan, building on her experience in the 
conservation of Japanese pottery at the 
Museum of Fine arts, Boston.

“I have a strong in-
terest in the Japanese 
work ethic, sense of 
aesthetic, Ukiyo-e 
prints, landscap-
ing and traditional 
pottery,” Shure said. 
“[teaching] a foreign 
language allows for 

cross-cultural communication and a capac-
ity to have a stronger understanding of 
the creative and political ideas of another 
country.”

a national honor Society member and 
Dean’s List honoree, Shure has played 
leadership roles in the Student art League 
and the Italian, akido and Russian clubs. 
this spring she was among the students 
teaching art at the Pinecroft School in 
norton, and she has worked as a tutor at 
the Chesterwood Museum in Stockbridge, 
Mass., and the horizons for Youth camp 
in Sharon, Mass. She studied abroad in 
Florence last year. Q

For a full list of this year’s scholars, please 
visit www.wheatoncollege.edu/scholars.

Joshua	purvis	’06

stephen	Wulff	’06

Brittany	Krupica	’06

Lisa	shure	’06

Seton Hall dean named 
new provost
Molly easo Smith, a scholar of english 
literature and currently a dean at Seton hall 
University, will assume duties as Wheaton’s 
new provost on July 1.

“I’m so pleased to be welcoming Molly 
easo Smith to the Wheaton community,” 
said President Ronald Crutcher. “She shares 
the college’s commitment to the importance 
of liberal arts education and the faculty’s 
dedication to excellence in teaching and 
research.”

Smith has led Seton hall’s College of arts 
and Sciences since 2002. While serving as 
dean, she led several initiatives that pro-
moted faculty engagement and enhanced 
student learning. among those changes 
were standardizing teaching responsibilities 
among the college’s professors and increas-
ing support for travel to conferences. She 
also supported the development of several 
interdisciplinary programs, established the 
university’s academic resource center, and 
coordinated faculty efforts for renovation of 
the institution’s science center.

“I am extremely honored to have this op-
portunity,” Smith said. “Wheaton is an out-
standing liberal arts college with an innova-
tive curriculum, a dedicated community of 
teacher scholars, and a visible commitment 
to student-centered learning. I look forward 
to working with faculty and with President 
Crutcher to help the college realize its goals, 
aspirations, and dreams for the future.”

Prior to Seton hall, Smith was a professor 
of english at Stephen F. austin University, 
where she also served as chair of the 
department of english. She held faculty and 
administrative posts at the University of 
aberdeen in Scotland, St. Louis University 
and Ithaca College. She earned her under-
graduate degree and initial graduate degree 

in english from 
the University of 
Madras in India. 
She also studied 
at the University 
of Delaware as a 
graduate student 
before earning her 
Ph.D. in english 
from auburn 
University. Q
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Before attending Wheaton, Katherine 
adams never gave much thought to the 
idea of children’s literature as a serious 
academic subject. this semester, she won 
a major national award for her work in the 
field.

adams, of hope Valley, R.I., won the 
2006 Carol Gay award, presented by 
the Children’s Literature association for 
the best undergraduate paper written about some aspect of 
children’s literature. the judges of her paper, “the Man of the 
Island: Ben Gunn as the native in Treasure Island,” said that 
they were impressed by “the originality of the topic, with your 
insightful use of postcolonial theory, and with the elegance of 
the prose.”

“I really enjoy postcolonial theory and, when we studied 
Treasure Island in Professor [Beverly Lyon] Clark’s ‘nineteenth-
Century narrative’ class, I realized that the book lent itself to 
a postcolonial reading,” adams explained. “the maroon, Ben 
Gunn, is exploited and characterized in the same manner as 
indigenous peoples were by european imperialists, both histori-
cally and in the literary tradition of adventure fiction. … I had 
never read Treasure Island before Professor Clark’s class.”

adams is a double major in english and Latin, a tutor, a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa, a Presidential Scholar, and has been 
active in intramural and club sports. her three Mars Fellowships 
allowed her to work with Clark on archival research on Francis 
hodgson Burnett and entries for the Oxford Encyclopedia of 
Children’s Literature. Working with Clark, adams said, has been 
the “best thing that could have happened to me at Wheaton.

“She has taught me to see the way children’s literature 
construct is constructed in our culture in areas including co-
lonialism, sexuality, language and politics,” adams said. “her 
knowledge of the issues past and present in children’s literature 
has never ceased to amaze me. there’s no question in my mind 
that I’ve learned from the best.” Q

two professors in Wheaton’s 
art and art history Department 
have won Marion and Jasper 
Whiting Foundation fellowships 
for off-campus study, while the 
college was awarded a $200,000 
andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
grant to promote faculty research.

associate Professor of art 
evelyn Lane’s Whiting Fellowship 
will take her to Italy, France and 
Baltimore, where she will pursue 
research on the architecture, 
sculpture and stained glass in 
medieval buildings. In Italy she 
will focus on San Clemente in 
Rome, as well as the Pisa, Siena 
and Milan cathedrals; the study 
will help Lane enrich the scope 
of her course on Romanesque 
and Gothic art and architecture. 
In France she plans to travel to 
St.-Julien-du-Sault and Bayeux, 
where she will conduct stud-
ies on the Bayeux tapestry with 
an eye toward designing a lab 
that will employ digital image 
analysis to detect color threshold-
ing and restoration in medieval 
tapestry. In Baltimore she will 
conduct research for her current 
manuscript, Corpus Vitrearum 
United States of America: Stained 
Glass Before 1700 in Baltimore, 
Maryland, to be published by 
harvey Miller Publishers.

assistant Professor of art 

College wins Whiting 
and Mellon grants

history allison Levy will use 
her Whiting award to travel to 
Florence, where she will study 
the early development of tomb 
sculpture. the research will 
enhance her manuscript, Grave 
Sites: Memorial Culture and 
Monumental Absence in Early 
Modern Florence, an interdisci-
plinary text on commemorative 
practice and monument making 
in early modern Italy. Levy also 
won an american association of 
University Women Fellowship for 
next year. of the 12 recipients, 
she is the only art historian.

the Mellon grant is meant to 
promote the pursuit of faculty re-
search within and on the borders 
of their respective disciplines that 
will, in turn, generate exciting new 
intellectual directions to feed back 
into the curriculum. this initia-
tive stems from the results of the 
Wheaton Curriculum, introduced 
in 2003, which capitalizes on the 
cross-fertilization of interdisciplin-
ary and multicultural approaches 
to learning. the grant will under-
write faculty research opportuni-
ties, support the hiring of student 
research assistants, sponsor collab-
orative workshops for faculty and 
consultants, and provide funds to 
engage in assessment activities 
that were mandated when the cur-
riculum was adopted. Q

Student wins national 
children’s lit award

Artists wrap semester arts programs

Caroline	C.	edwards	’70	(right)	speaks	with	environmental	artists	

Jeanne-Claude	and	Christo	shortly	before	the	pair	presented	a	slide	show	

and	presentation	on	past	and	current	projects	as	part	of	the	college’s	

Visiting	Artists	program	in	April.	Internationally	acclaimed	for	large,	pub-

lic	art	projects	such	as	The Gates and	Wrapped Reichstag,	Christo	and	

Jeanne-Claude	offered	the	audience	a	peek	inside	the	creative	process	

as	they	discussed	Over the River,	in	which	they	plan	to	suspend	fabric	

panels	on	steel	cables	over	sections	of	the	Arkansas	river	in	Colorado.
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President Ronald a. Crutcher 
announced this semester that the 
endowment of Wheaton’s evelyn 
Danzig haas ’39 Visiting artists 
Program (VaP), which brings art-
ists, poets, musicians and actors 
to campus to work with students 
and faculty, is fully funded and 
creating new opportunities 
in curriculum and culture on 
campus and in the wider world 
of the arts.

“thanks to the generosity of 
alumnae/i and friends of the col-
lege, who helped Wheaton raise 
$3 million to match the $1 mil-
lion challenge grant by the evelyn 
and Walter haas, Jr. Fund, the 
Visiting artists Program is well on 
its way to becoming an extraor-
dinary Wheaton institution,” said 
evie Lane, professor of art history 
and outgoing director of the VaP. 

“the goal of the Visiting artists 
Program has not only been to 
champion the importance of art 
in the daily lives of our students, 
but to encourage students in pur-
suit of a career in the arts to real-
ize their dreams,” Lane added. 
“It is likely that in the future, 
when our students are asked, ‘So 
why did you become an artist?’ 
many will answer, ‘Let me tell 
you about an artist who came 
to speak at Wheaton College.’”

Founded in spring 2003, the 
VaP has grown dramatically, 
“well beyond our expectations,” 
according to Lane. Last year 
alone, 1,915 students participated 
in 123 master classes, lectures, 
exhibitions and performances. 
a small sampling of last year’s 

highlights include: emmy- and 
tony-winning actress Judith Ivey 
conducted a master class for 
theatre majors and performed 
her one-woman show, Women 
On Fire; Grammy award-win-
ning vocal ensemble take 6 
conducted vocal master classes 
before performing a sold-out 
concert on campus; ethnomu-
sicology Cheryl Keyes of UCLa 
spoke on the history and rise of 
hip-hop music and culture in 
america; performer Benjamin 
Bagby lectured in classes before 
presenting Beowulf; illustrator 
nicole tadgell ’91 spoke about 
her experiences in the field of 
children’s publishing; Fortaleza 
de la Mujer Maya presented a 
Spanish-language play focused 
on Mayan and indigenous 
women’s issues; environmental 
artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude 
spoke about their latest project; 
and six Maine artists, including 
Squidge Liljeblad Davis ’65, 

presented “eros/Logos,” and 
in-depth collaborative project 
and exhibit in the visual arts.

“this was an abundantly rich 
time for the group of profes-
sional studio artists and the large 
number of Wheaton art students 
who chose to take advantage of 
our presence on campus and in 
their classes,” Davis said. “the 
other artists and I were both 
impressed and moved by the 
sincere, talented, honest and 
self-aware students we interacted 
with. this was my third show in 
the gallery since my graduation 
from Wheaton in 1965 and with 
each visit, I have found Wheaton 
to be increasingly impressive in 
all the arenas that matter most.”

Students, invited guests and 
members of the community met 
world-renowned Christo and 
Jeanne-Claude, who spoke about 
work on their recent project, 
Work in Progress: Over the River, 
Project for the Arkansas River, 

Visiting 
Artists 
Program 
fully 
endowed

State of Colorado in april. In 
February 2005, the arts in the 
City program, a component of 
the VaP that allows students to 
view arts events in new York, 
Boston and Providence, provided 
transportation for 80 students to 
see Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s 
exhibition The Gates, in Central 
Park. Students say these close 
encounters with leading voices 
in the art world have a last-
ing impact on their lives.

“I learned [through the VaP] 
that there is no set way to be-
come a successful artist and that 
I could customize my path to 
success and happiness to reflect 
my own goals,” said heather 
Lawless ’05 of the Sharon arts 
Center in Peterborough, n.h. 
“after graduation I decided to 
pursue painting on a professional 
level and supplement my income 
by working for a nonprofit 
organization that aids artists in 
profiting from their work.” Q

the	Grammy	Award-winning	vocal	group	take	6	taught	master	classes	and	performed	a	concert	on	campus.
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HOt	metAL	On	metAL: Buehner, a studio art 
major, uses his grandfather’s anvil at the forge 
he designed outside Mars, where he’s been 
building meditation benches this semester. 
“It’s old, and it’s solid. the hammer picks up 
energy from the anvil.” COntrOLLeD	CHAOs: 
Buehner teaches photography to fourth- and 
fifth-graders at the Pinecroft School. “In a 
pinhole photography class, I overheard one 
student tell another that he was getting in the 
way of her chaos. I can respect that.” the children’s 
work was exhibited on campus in april. enerGy	
In	mOtIOn: During a two-year hiatus 
from college, Buehner returned 
to Lubec, Maine, and worked 
on a sea urchin boat. “If you 
know where they are and 
you’re fast, you can make a 
lot of money—up to $4,000 
a day. But I worry about 
the sustainability of the 
fisheries. Lubec used to be 
a huge fishing port; now 
it’s struggling and there 
are fewer jobs.” When 
Buehner wasn’t culling 
sea urchins, he was 
taking photos, which 
he’s currently using to 
create a movie about 
the experience. Q  

A MiNUTE WiTH …

Brannin
Buehner ’06

Buehner	hammers	metal	into	
twisted	legs	for	his	meditation	
benches.
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Former U.S. Marine spokesman Josh Rushing, 
the accidental star of Jehane noujaim’s 2004 
documentary Control Room, told approxi-
mately 200 students, staff, faculty and visitors 
that the U.S. government’s stance on the al-
Jazeera broadcast network was morally and 
strategically wrong and dangerous to national 
security.

“there’s nothing less than the security of 
our country at stake in the way we engage 
al-Jazeera,” Rushing said during the anne 
e. Carter Memorial Lecture. “the al-Jazeera 
I saw in Iraq wasn’t the al-Jazeera most 
americans thought it was.”

Rushing spoke on campus in late March, 
on the eve of his april debut as a journalist 
with al-Jazeera International, the first 24-
hour news network based in the Middle east. 
Rushing, who will be based at the network’s 
Washington, D.C., broadcast center, told 
students that he left the military because he 
became disturbed by the growing roles of 
partisan political operatives in U.S. military 
operations in Iraq.

“I was the only guy who had been inside 
the Pentagon and inside al-Jazeera and I 
had something to say,” Rushing explained. “I 
couldn’t say what I wanted to say in uni-
form.”

of Control Room, Rushing said he didn’t 
know he was so prominent in the docu-
mentary until he received an anonymous 
call from someone who saw the movie at 
the Sundance Film Festival. he said he was 
shocked that one interview focusing on his 
compassion for the Iraqi people had been cut 
throughout the film, giving him a much big-
ger role than he anticipated from “a couple 
guys with a camera.” 

Control Room explored U.S. and arab 
perspectives on the war in Iraq and the 
controversy surrounding al Jazeera’s cover-
age of the war. as a press officer for the U.S. 
military command headquarters in Qatar, 
Rushing escorted noujaim and her film crew. 
In the course of their interactions, Rushing 
demonstrated an ability to engage in mean-
ingful dialog and exchange with al Jazeera 
journalists, and while he never wavered from 
his convictions—he supported the U.S. mis-

Former Marine speaks about 
move to Al-Jazeera

sion to oust Saddam hussein—he showed 
great empathy for the suffering of Iraqi civil-
ians. as a result, he was both praised and 
pilloried in the U.S. media and in political 
circles.

the Rushing lecture was the capstone 
event in a week of activities sponsored by 
the Wheaton non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee as an opportunity to reflect on 
the war. assistant Professor of Film Studies 
and Literature Josh Stenger led a discussion 
of Control Room, while assistant Professor 
of theatre Stephanie Burlington directed 
a staged reading of Guantánamo: Honor 
Bound to Defend Freedom, followed by a 
discussion led by George Mitchell Scholar 
adar Cohen ‘05. Students also planted 
crosses in the Dimple to represent the war 
dead.

Wheaton professors believe the events 
built on several recent college programs 
designed to help students better understand 
U.S. foreign policy. In fall 2004, all first-
year students read Jedediah Purdy’s Being 
America: Liberty, Commerce, and Violence 
in an American World and saw Control 
Room. In spring 2005 filmmaker noujaim 
spoke to students on campus.

”It’s the embodiment of Wheaton’s cur-
ricular emphasis on making connections, 
not only across disciplines and academic 
ways of knowing, but across social and geo-
political divides and cultural ways of know-
ing,” assistant Professor of Political Science 
Gerry huiskamp said. “to my mind, the 
connection to film as literature is especially 
appropriate given our major new program-
matic initiative to build a multidisciplinary 
film studies program.” Q

International 
Women’s Day 
luncheon 
From the sweatshops of Cambodia to 
the indigenous dance of africa and the 
hindi prayers of India, the International 
Women’s Day luncheon at Wheaton 
this year was peppered with the flavor of 
women’s lives around the globe.

Jean Jones Beard ’65 returned to cam-
pus as the event’s keynote speaker. In a 
moving talk, she described her recent visit 
to Cambodia with the Global Fund for 
Women (GFW), an international network 
that advocates for and defends women’s 
human rights by making grants to groups 
around the world. on a tour of a sweat-
shop, the managers boasted of the plant’s 
working conditions.

“the women worked in rooms lit by 
glaring fluorescent lights,” Beard re-
counted. “We were told not to make eye 
contact with any of the women. …When 
they showed us the adjacent workers’ 
housing, I could hardly believe what I 
saw. the housing was metal shacks—no 
running water, open sewage ditches. no 
one should live like that.”

Beard, who was introduced by Betty 
neal Crutcher, went on to talk about her 
volunteer and philanthropic work with 
GFW and other local organizations that 
support equity and education for women. 
after the event she also spoke with stu-
dents about her experiences.

other highlights of the program includ-
ed a poetry reading by annie Belz ’06, a 
frank talk about coping with depression 
from Beth Raynor ’06, a reading in hindi 
by Shanita Gopie ’07 and a step-danc-
ing performance by SoLe, a student-run 
dance group. Q  
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Chats inspire majors
this semester the Mathematics and Computer Science Department started a “Math/CS Chats” series, a set of events designed to engage 

students in thinking about the future—work graduate school and future courses to take, as well as expose them to current faculty 

research, according to professors Mark LeBlanc and Janice Sklensky.

the inaugural event featured four alums who spoke about their current fields: Julie Robinson ’03, a financial planner with 

ameriprise Financial; Chris Seaman ’02, a statistical researcher; Brendan thurber ’01, a software engineer with Raytheon; and Liane 

Currier thurber, ’02, an applications developer at Digital Federal Credit Union. Q

Want news from the Middle east? Video conferencing with colleagues in Germany? 
Instant feedback on student understanding of lessons? Several pilot programs run 
during the 2005–06 academic year tested the technology to make these—and many 
more—opportunities part of everyday learning at Wheaton.

High-tech tools open classrooms to world

SCOLA streaming video delivers authentic 
language mainstream news, entertainment, 
documentaries, music videos and children’s 
programming from 80 countries directly to 
individual desktop or classroom computers. 
this service is available for students, faculty 
and staff. 

Insta-class is another teaching tool for for-
eign languages. these are weekly lessons in 
over 20 languages; each lesson consists of a 
video clip of a segment of a news broadcast 
that has been transcribed and translated into 
english. each includes a quiz and vocabu-
lary feature and the text to the story is avail-
able in PDF format. 

the Gizmo Project is a free Internet phone 
service when used computer to computer. It 
is similar to Skype, but has the built-in capa-
bility to record both sides of the conversa-
tion as a sound file. In the classroom, faculty 
can assign students to have a conversation 
with another student or teaching assistant 
and record the conversation for review or 
grading. It also affords students the op-
portunity to speak with students in foreign 
countries at no cost and for anyone on cam-
pus to keep in touch with Wheaton students 
abroad. Gizmo also supports conference 
calls with up to 10 people. 

International Video Conferencing also is 
increasingly used in classrooms to connect 
Wheaton students to colleagues around 
the world. Wheaton’s Internet2 (I2) con-
nection was used for 10 video confer-
ences by Visiting Professor of German 

Reinhard Mayer and his students in the 
“Virtual German Collaborative” pro-
gram that took place last fall. Students at 
Wheaton, Lafayette College, Vassar College 
and Colgate University were connected 
via video conference to students at the 
University of Freiburg, the University of 
Mannheim, the University of hamburg and 
other sites in Germany. Students at all sites 
read and studied Schiller’s play Die Rauber 
(the Robbers). Students said that they had 
a far richer learning experience because it 
allowed them to experience Schiller’s work 
in both the american and German theater 
cultures. they also noted that the technol-
ogy seemed to “melt away,” i.e., everyone 
seemed to be sitting at the same table during 
the sessions. 

the college’s Text Encoding Initiative (teI) 
has allowed students to create searchable 
primary texts that help them develop a 
deep understanding of content, context and 
relevant technology. Using teI-compliant 
XML, students collaboratively produce an-
notated digital editions of texts. examples of 
this work include a history/women studies 
class taught by Professor Kathryn tomasek 
digitizing the Wheaton diaries acquired 
by achivist Zeph Stickney, and Professor 
Domingo Ledezma’s hispanic studies class 
digitizing a 16th-century publication entitled 
Libro de los infortunios y naufragios (The 
Book of the Misfortunes and Shipwrecks). 
the work demonstrates successful pedagogy 
that simultaneously furthers faculty scholarly 
research. 

the Classroom Performance System (CPS), 
a pilot program, uses handheld clickers 
to allow students to respond to questions 
or rapidly input data during class allow-
ing for immediate discussion and analysis. 
Students can quickly respond to multiple-
choice questions or enter numerical data 
from small wireless keypads. Psychobiology 
Professor Kathy Morgan used the CPS in 
her Psychology 198 class. Students used the 
keypads to enter numerical data up to 12 
digits into a receiver and program running 
on a computer during the class session. this 
data was immediately available for teaching 
purposes. 

In the Physics 170 course, Professor John 
Collins used the CPS to pose questions to his 
students in order to learn whether concepts 
in newton’s laws of motion were really un-
derstood or if misconceptions persisted. By 
constructing and posing the question with 
the correct answer and answers representing 
the most common misconceptions, Collins 
was able to get an immediate indication of 
how many students understood the con-
cepts, how many did not, and what the most 
common misconception was via the stu-
dents’ “votes.” Valuable class time was then 
allocated to those topics that the students 
did not fully understand. Q  



Summer 2006 ��

the Class of 2007 trounced the competi-
tion in Wheaton’s first annual “Battle of 
the Classes: the hunt for Lyon Pride” in 
March. Sponsored by the Student alumnae/i 
association (Saa) in partnership with the 
junior class, the event was designed to get 
students from all segments of campus life 
together for some friendly competition and 
fun. 

the juniors scored 17 combined points in 
“sports” that included a pie-eating contest, 
tug-of-war and two-hand touch football. 
although other classes made strong show-
ings in individual events, it was the juniors’ 
participation in every event that propelled 
them to victory. the Class of 2009 took sec-
ond place with 12 points, followed by the 
sophomores with 11 points and the seniors 
with 5. 

Juniors outscore other classes  
in ‘Hunt for Lyon Pride’ 
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College hosts flu 
pandemic exercise
Imagining the unimaginable was the task as-
signed to Wheaton College officials and doz-
ens of community and organization leaders 
as the college hosted one of Massachusetts’ 
first pandemic preparedness tabletop exer-
cises in april. 

During the course of three hours, par-
ticipants from throughout the region—in-
cluding many first responders—tested their 
readiness to respond to a serious outbreak of 
avian flu (h5n1) in humans. In reality, the 
h5n1 virus has spread widely among bird 
populations and, as of mid-april, it has been 
blamed in the deaths of 50 percent of the 
194 humans infected. In the Wheaton exer-
cise, a fictional wedding guest spread the vi-
rus throughout Southeastern Massachusetts, 
including to a Wheaton student. as the 
hours passed, officials from Building and 
Grounds, Communications, Dining Services, 
Student Life, Public Safety, Library and 
Information Services and others reacted to 
scenarios crafted by the presenters. Wheaton 
biology students served both as observers 
and participants.

“Communities and organizations across 
the country are developing new emergency 
preparedness plans to respond to these latest 
threats, and Wheaton is among them,” said 
Craig andrade, associate dean for health and 
wellness and one of the organizers of the 
exercise. “the opportunity for synergy is a 
big benefit of this exercise.”

Wheaton joined several state and 
federal organizers of this event, including 
the harvard School of Public health, the 
Massachusetts Department of Public health 
and the U.S. Department of homeland 
Security. It was among the first initiatives 
of the newly created office of health and 
Wellness, which andrade hopes will expand 
the reach of student health services by em-
phasizing health promotion and education in 
addition to health care.

In mid-april, andrade launched the 
national College health assessment 
(nCha), a collegewide student health 
survey, which will ask students about their 
habits, behaviors and perceptions on a vari-
ety of health topics. It is among the first steps 
in promoting student health on campus. Q

In individual events, the freshmen 
dominated the pie-eating contest, while 
sophomores scored big in the competition 
for trashy ’80s costumes. College adminis-
trators and faculty who were high school 
and college students in the 1980s declined 
to comment on the accuracy of the win-
ning costumes. Juniors won outright in 
two of the other contests—two-hand touch 
football and the tug-of-war—and tied for 
first with the Class of 2008 in the canned 
food drive. 

the Saa also sponsored a Wheaton Blue 
and White theme dinner in Chase and the 
first alumnae/i Coffeehouse in the Lyons 
Den, which featured student performances 
and an hour-long set by Causeway, made 
up of musicians Barb Pecirep ’03 and Zach 
hurd ’03. Q  
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I	just	listened	to	show	11.	you	and	
erin	sound	like	you’ve	been	doing	
radio	for	years.	How	do	you	make	
podcasting	seem	so	effortless?
Flatterer. I think the podcast 
comes so easily because erin and 
I are friends and would probably 
have the same conversations 
without the microphones. Radio 
professionals, though, might feel 
we have some work to do!

so,	how	did	all	this	start?
It’s all erin’s fault! But seriously, 
erin called me one night to tell 
me about podcasting. Because 
we are both in communica-
tions—I work in advertising and 
Web development while erin is 
a public relations goddess—we 
were both interested in gaining 
an understanding of new com-
munication technologies (blogs, 
podcasts, etc.). Since we are both 

Macintosh users, it was fairly 
simple to record a podcast and 
get it into itunes.

How	do	you	develop	content/topics?
We try to think about topics 
of concern to working moms 
in particular. But most of what 
we discuss would be relevant to 
anyone with small children. our 
goals for the podcast are first, to 
be entertaining; second, to pro-
vide some helpful information; 
and third, to keep it real. We 
laugh a lot (some would say too 
much) and I think we are living 
proof that being a good mother 
does not mean you have to do 
everything well all the time.

What’s	been	the	reaction	from	
listeners?
overwhelmingly positive. Just 
when we think we can’t do 

New media mamas
“Manic Mommies” podcast and blog by Kristin Sundin Brandt ’94 and Erin Kane.

Kristin Sundin Brandt ’94 and erin Kane are moms; welcome to their world.
Friends and neighbors on Boston’s South Shore, Brandt (below, right) and Kane married their skills 

in communications and technology (Brandt is an account executive with Sundin associates and Kane 
is also in public relations) with their need to share their often humorous and always touching experi-
ences as young mothers and professionals. the result is “Manic Mommies,” a blog and podcast that 
ranks among the top 15 of itunes family-friendly shows. they recently sat down to trade e-mails with 
the Wheaton Quarterly.

this anymore, we get a note 
that keeps us going. Moms all 
over are looking for validation 
and to connect with other 
women a lot like themselves. 
It’s hard to read all the maga-
zines and books out there 
that aim to teach us how to 
be better parents. We just 
accept motherhood for what 
it is and take each day as it 
comes. our listeners appreci-
ate that!

the	show’s	intro	starts	with	a	
screaming	child.	Fess	up;	who’s	
child	is	that?
that’s anders, my 3-year-old 
son. he loves hearing himself 
on the podcast. We’ve also 
heard from listeners that their 
kids also love to hear “the 
little boy yelling.” Q

From the 
blogosphere
An excerpt from the  
Manic Mommies blog  
(www.manicmommies.com):

“This is what happens when we 

let our three-year-old son dress 

himself. For the record, he is 

wearing a red long-sleeve shirt, 

red running pants, a green and 

blue T-shirt and his ‘adventure 

hat. What you can’t see are his 

socks—one blue and one grey.

“He’s so proud. And he should 

be. This is actually a pretty good 

outfit, especially compared with 

past efforts—efforts which have 

him coming down in a T-shirt 

and shorts when the temperature 

outside is in the single digits. 

Those are the outfits I dread—

mostly because of the argument 

that ensues when we tell him he 

can’t go outside.

“My friends say it is because 

he’s a boy and boys don’t feel 

the cold until they are 45. I’m 

not really sure what that means, 

but it would explain the guy I 

saw last week. I was bundled in 

nearly every piece of cold-weath-

er clothing I had and he was 

leaving the coffee shop wearing 

shorts and a pair of shitkickers.

“I actually don’t really care what 

he wears. My main concern is 

what other people will think of 

his outfits. T-shirt and shorts are 

begging for my mother to tell me 

that he is going to catch pneu-

monia. When he goes to school 

wearing only a grey sweatshirt 

that shows his belly, I wonder if 

people think he’s a refugee from 

Flashdance. And outfits like this 

one make it seem like I don’t do 

the laundry.” Q
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PUBLiCATiONs, HONORs ANd CREATiVE WORks

Faculty
Grace Baron, professor of psychol-
ogy, co-authored with Matthew 
Goodwin ’98 and other Groden 
Center colleagues, “assessing 
Cardiovascular Responses to 
Stressors in Individuals with 
autism Spectrum Disorders” 
in Focus on Autism and Other 
Developmental Disabilities. Baron 
is also the senior editor, with June 
Groden, Gerald Groden and Lewis 
Lipsitt of the volume Stress and 
Coping in Autism, published by 
oxford University Press (2006).

Vicki Bartolini, associate professor 
of education, was the lead speaker 
at the “March for Children” rally 
at the Massachusetts Statehouse in 
March. Bartolini spoke to legisla-
tors and other invited guests on 
“teaching as a Political act.” She 
is vice president for policy for the 
Massachusetts association of early 
Childhood teacher educators.

Biology Professor Barbara 
Brennessel published Diamonds 
in the Marsh: A Natural History 
of the Diamondback Terrapin this 
spring (University Press of new 
england). her work with terrapin 
turtles was featured in the winter 
2003 Quarterly.

Stephanie Burlington, assistant 
professor of theatre, was cast in the 
Providence Black Rep’s production 
of Lorca’s The House of Bernarda 
Alba. the show runs until June 11.

Xuesheng Chen, professor of phys-
ics, recently gave several presenta-
tions on her research on lasers and 
luminescence, including three at 
the 14th International Conference 
on Luminescence in Beijing.

assistant Professor of hispanic 
Studies Francisco Fernandez de 
Alba, published “Performing 
Metaphors: Lumpérica and the 
video-vision in La Torre. Revista 
general de la Universidad de 
Puerto Rico. he is also the edi-
tor of a collection of essays titled 
Transatlantica: estudios literarios 
de ida y vuelta and author of the 
critical introductory essay, “hacia 
un acercamiento cultural a la 
literatura hispanoamericana” in 
Iberoamericana. 

Tommasina Gabriele, profes-
sor of Italian studies, presented 

“Italian Women’s Journalism and 
Dacia Maraini” at the confer-
ence “Journalism and Literature: 
Symposium Between two Worlds,” 
sponsored by the Division of the 
Sciences of Social Communication 
at the Salesian Pontifical University 
in Rome in november.

henrietta Jennings Professor 
of French Edward Gallagher 
published an essay on Raymond 
MacKenzie’s new translation of 
Thérèse Desqueyroux in Dalhousie 
French Studies 73 (2005).

associate Professor of Computer 
Science Michael Gousie’s paper, 
“a Robust Web Programming and 
Graphics Course for non-Majors,” 
appears in the Proceedings of the 
37th SIGCSE Technical Symposium 
on Computer Science Education 
(2006). 

John Grady, professor of sociol-
ogy, designed the charts for two 
publications: “Just the numbers: 
Race in america” in Contexts: 
Vol. 4, no. 4; and “Just the Facts: 
newspaper Coverage of Social 
Movement organizations in the 
20th Century” in Contexts: Vol. 4, 
no. 3. he published “Le immagini 
pubblicitarie come indicatori so-
ciali” (advertising Images as Social 
Indicators), in Lavorare Con le 
Immagini, and “Visual Sociology” 
in The Handbook of 21st-Century 
Sociology.

associate Professor of Political 
Science Gerard Huiskamp’s 
“Minority Report on the Bush 
Doctrine” has been republished in 
The Politics of Empire: War, Terror 
and Hegemony in 2006.

Lisa Lebduska, associate professor 
of english and director of college 
writing, published “Imperative 
Vigilance” in the winter 2005 issue 
of Writing on the Edge. She will 
help lead the International Writing 
Centers association Summer 
Institute at Stanford University in 
July. 

Mark LeBlanc, professor of 
computer science, and Shelly 
Leibowitz, professor of math-
ematics, published “Discrete 
Partnership: a case for a full year of 
Discrete Math” in the Proceedings 
of 37th SIGCSE Technical 
Symposium on Computer Science 
Education (2006).

Professor of Psychobiology 
Kathleen Morgan, in collabora-
tion with Betsey Brewer ’92 of 
Southwick’s Zoo in Mendon, 
Mass., won a $1,000 grant to run 
an after-school math and science 
program for middle school girls 
from the Massachusetts Girls 
Collaborative. 

Joanne Mouradjian, assistant 
professor of music in performance, 
appeared as soprano soloist in 
handel’s Messiah with the South 
County Chamber Singers at the 
University of Rhode Island’s Fine 
arts Center in December. 

Ann Sears, professor of music, 
recorded Swing Time: The Songs 
of Will Marion Cook with tenor 
William Brown (albany Records 
2006).

associate Professor of Sociology  
A. Javier Treviño published George 
C. Homans: History, Theory, and 
Method (Paradigm Publishers, 
2006). he also published 
“Functional imperatives/prereq-
uisites (aGIL)” in International 
Encyclopedia of Economic 
Sociology (Routledge 2006).

Provost Susanne Woods won an 
andrew W. Mellon Fellowship 
to conduct research at the 
huntington Library in San Marino, 
Calif., next year. Woods will com-
plete her forthcoming book, tenta-
tively titled Elective Poetics: Milton 
and the Rhetoric of Choice.

Alumnae/i
In May Katharine Davis ’70 pub-
lished her first novel, Capturing 
Paris, a “coming of middle age” 
novel set in Paris and inspired in 
part by Davis’ long career as a 
French teacher. Davis said of her 
turn to fiction, “I am a bit of a late 
bloomer in the publishing world, 
but I think that 
having become 
a woman 
during the 
1960s—and the 
great education 
at Wheaton—
makes you feel 
capable of most 
anything!”

Places in the Bone: A Memoir by 
poet Carol Dine ’65 traces Dine’s 
history as an abused child and a 

cancer survivor 
to a writer with 
fellowships at 
Yaddo and the 
MacDowell 
Colony. 
Publisher’s 
Weekly called 
it a “powerful 
chronicle.”

Writer, producer, director and vid-
eographer Carolyn M. Ford CE’65 
joined with photographer anne 
t. Converse to produce Wood, 
Wind & Water: Nantucket Opera 
House Cup Race. the project 
includes a book and a 26-minute 
documentary about the world of 
classic wooden yacht racing and 
restoration.

Kathryn Polka Mackel ’72 will fol-
low up on the recently published 
Outriders this spring with The 
Hidden, a supernatural thriller. 
Mackel’s Christian-themed series 
also includes The Departed and 
The Surrogate.

Karen “Mal” Malme ’88 received 
a grant from Cambridge (Mass.) 
arts Council for her project “Still 
Married,” an autobiographical, 
one-woman play for high school 
audiences designed to make 
schools and youth groups safer for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans-
gender students. 

Susan Meddaugh ’66 is the author 
and illustrator of The Witch’s 
Walking Stick, a children’s tale 
that follows young Margaret on 
her adventure after she agrees to 
search for a mysterious walking 
stick.

Helen Porter Philbrick ’32 re-
cently published her latest book, 
Journeys with A Real Jack in the 
Pulpit. the book is based on her 
lift with her late husband, the Rev. 
John Philbrick, and she has been 
on the Boston-area lecture circuit 
to speak about the book.

Illustrator Nicole Tadgell ’91 
teamed with author Jennifer 
Riesmeyer elvgren to publish 
Josias, Hold the Book in March. 
the children’s book tells the 
story of a haitian boy determined 
to make his garden grow as he 
struggles to learn how to read and 
write. Q  
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FiELd rePOrT

the men’s and women’s swim-
ming and diving teams are 
coming off historic seasons that 
included program records for 
wins, highest team finishes at 
conference championships and 
national meet qualifying times.

But things haven’t always 
been this way inside the walls 
of the Balfour natatorium. 
When third-year head coach 
Jean-Paul Gowdy arrived at 
the norton campus in the fall 
of 2003, he knew he had to 
devise a plan to build pride and 
confidence in the team.

“the most important thing 
was the attitude,” Gowdy said. 
“It was almost as if the athletes 
weren’t particularly proud to be 
a part of the programs. I figured 
if we could change the at-
titudes first and get our athletes 
to believe they could do things 
they didn’t think were possible, 
then the ball would start rolling 
in the right direction.”

Indeed it has, as the men’s 
team boasted an 11-3 record, 

had six nCaa Championship 
qualifying times and shat-
tered 12 school marks during 
the seven-team new england 
Women’s and Men’s athletic 
Conference (neWMaC) 
Championship Wheaton hosted 
in late February. the women 
were equally impressive with 
a 12-4 mark and eight school 
records at the 10-team confer-
ence meet.

all the more remarkable is 
the fact that Wheaton reached 
a grander scale at the national 

level, as Barrett Roberts ’07, 
who was voted 2006 neWMaC 
Swimmer of the Year in addition 
to being named to the academic 
all-conference team, garnered 
nCaa all-america accolades. 
Roberts, the program’s first 
athlete to qualify for the national 
event, has attended the cham-
pionship meet all three seasons 
and is a prime example of just 
how far these programs have 
come in a short period of time.

“Barrett is one of those guys 
who doesn’t come around too 
often and he can help change 
the attitude of a team,” Gowdy 
said. “For both our men’s and 
women’s teams to have him 
consistently winning events and 
doing some of the things he 
does really sets the bar a little 
higher for the rest of the athletes. 
having that type of athlete on 
your team gives others confi-
dence.”

acknowledging that in the 
beginning of the recruiting 
process Gowdy was focused 
on increasing his numbers, he 
is now keying in on attracting 
the high-calibre student-ath-
letes who have the potential to 

recent	success	at	the	
natatorium	puts	Wheaton’s	
teams	on	the	map

Sink or swim

succeed in the classroom, win 
events at conference champion-
ships and qualify for national 
meets. “My goal has always 
been to win our conference 
championships,” said the 17-
time all-american.  

“Some days I think that’s 
a few years away, and other 
days I feel like we could be 
there in a year or two,” Gowdy 
explained. “I tell the teams and 
I tell recruits that one of my 
big philosophies of coaching 
is that there’s a process. Goals 
are important and they’re great 
to have, but without a process 
you’re spinning your wheels. In 
order to get there, you need to 
break things down and figure 
out what needs to be done.”

the Wheaton teams have suc-
ceeded not only in the athletic 
arena but in the classroom as 
well, as evidenced by each 
squad being honored with the 
College Swimming Coaches 
association of america (CSCaa) 
all-academic team award and 
six athletes being named to 
the neWMaC academic all-
Conference team.

—Josh Kessler

the	men’s	swim	team	posted	an	11-3	record	this	year	with	six	nCAA	Championship	qualifying	times.	

Wheaton	hosted	the	new	england	Women’s	and	men’s	Athletic	Conference	
(neWmAC)	Championship	in	February.
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Men’s basketball
For the second straight winter, 
the Lyons capped their sea-
son with an eastern College 
athletic Conference (eCaC) 
new england tournament title. 
Wheaton went 19-10 overall 
and 6-6 in the neWMaC, a 
conference slate which was 
highlighted by a 64-62 win 
over nationally ranked WPI on 
Feb. 8. Sean Kelly ’06, who was 
named to the all-conference first 
team, became the 10th player in 
program history to record 1,000 
career points and set career- and 
single-season records for both 
assists and steals this year. Brian 
Zukowski ’07 earned a spot on 
the neWMaC all-Conference 
second team, was named most 
outstanding player of the eCaC 
tournament, and enters his 
senior year needing two points 
to reach 1,000.

Women’s basketball
Wheaton recorded its most wins 
since the 1999-2000 season, 
going 14-12 overall and 6-7 in 
the neWMaC. Krystin Hickey 
’09 was honored as conference 
rookie of the year and solidi-
fied a spot on the all-conference 
second team after exceeding the 
program’s freshman scoring re-
cord with 368 points. hickey led 
all neWMaC first-year players 
in scoring, field goals and steals 
while placing second in re-
bounding and free throw shoot-
ing. Becky Aitchison ’08 led the 
neWMaC in steals while nearly 
averaging a double-double with 
12.2 points and 7.5 rebounds, 
and Casey Sorbara ’07 paced 
the conference in assists.

M/W swimming/ 
diving
Wheaton’s men and women 
each set a school record for 

wins this winter. the Lyon 
men went 11-3 and placed 
fourth among seven teams at 
the neWMaC Championship, 
which Wheaton hosted at 
Balfour natatorium. the Blue 
and White women finished 12-4 
and came in fourth out of 10 
squads at the conference meet. 
It marked the third straight sea-
son in which Wheaton’s women 
placed among the top five at 
the neWMaC Championship. 
eight program marks fell during 
the three-day event, as Abby 
Pratt ’07 played a hand in two 
relay records and set a trio of 
individual standards. For the 
third straight season, Barrett 
Roberts ’07 qualified for the 
nCaa Division III men’s meet, 
where he notched a pair of all-

america honorable mention 
finishes. Roberts was named 
neWMaC Swimmer of the Year 
and earned all-conference first 
team placement in the 50- and 
100-yard freestyle events while 
he, Matt Hurley ’07, Matt 
Jordan ’08 and Chris Romilly 
’09 corralled first-team honors 
as members of the 200-yard 
medley relay team.

Equestrians seek former members 

Wheaton’s equestrian team is developing a newsletter for alums, and they 

are eager to hear from you. All riding alumnae/i are invited to sign up for 

the mailing list by contacting team captain Marie Stewart ’06 at mstewart@

wheatoncollege.edu or coach Amanda Hare at Cheval17@aol.com.

Synchronized  
swimming
For the 18th straight season, the 
Lyons earned a top 10 finish 
at the United States Collegiate 
Championship, where Wheaton 
placed ninth out of 20 teams 
last March. Sarah Swinkin ’07 
had the best individual perfor-
mance at the meet, finishing 
second among 33 competi-
tors in the C figures category. 
Swinkin, Elizabeth Corman ’07 
and Megan Kinney ’08, Esther 
Kovacs ’08 and Sylvia Syracuse 
’09 reached the finals in the 
team routines, while Corman, 
Kinney and Swinkin earned 
a spot in the finals of the trio 
competition. Kovacs corralled 
all-Collegiate honors for her ef-
forts during the three-day meet.

M/W indoor  
track-and-field
Jennifer Harlow ’07 high-
lighted Wheaton’s perfor-
mances at the nCaa Division 
III Championship by earning 
national champion and all-
america status in the high 
jump, as the Lyon women 
placed 14th and the men tied 
for 22nd. Chizoba Ezeigwe ’09 
nabbed her first all-america 
citation in the 400-meter dash. 
on the men’s side, Jonathan 
Cunha ’09 earned all-america 
honors in the 400M and joined 
on an all-america performance 
in the 4x400-meter relay 
with Ajay Sisodia ’06, Victor 
Martinez ’09 and Michael 
Wright ’09. Q  

—Josh Kessler

Brian	Zukowski	’07
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CAMPUs CALenDAr

JUNE 

25-29
The Matt Light Football 
Camp | an overnight camp, 
with commuter options, for 
boys ages 8-18 run by Sports 
International, Inc. Campers will 
learn individual and team tech-
niques on both offense and 
defense from the coaching staff 
and top nFL players. For infor-
mation and registration, please 
visit www.footballcamps.com 
or call (800) 555-0801.

26-30
Basketball Dimensions | a day 
camp directed by Wheaton’s 
men’s basketball coach Brian 
Walmsley for boys entering 
grades 3-9. he develops 
fundamentals of basketball, 
promotes team play, and 
involves all players in positive 
and competitive situations. For 
information contact Walmsley 
at bwalmsle@wheatonma.edu 
or (508) 286-3991.

26-30
Miller Tennis Camp | a day 
camp directed by Wheaton 
tennis coach Lynn Miller. 
For more than 20 years this 
camp has served the youth of 
norton and surrounding towns 
and offers campers a 1-to-4 
instructor-to-camper ratio for 
players of all ability levels. For 
information contact Miller at 
lmiller@wheatonma.edu or 
(508) 286-3992.

JULy 

2-28   
Dave Cowens Basketball 
School | an overnight camp 
run by former Celtic player 
Dave Cowens for boys and 
girls ages 10-17. each camper 
is encouraged to develop his or 
her specific athletic capability 
while giving particular atten-
tion to team involvement. this 
camp runs four consecutive 
five-day sessions. For informa-
tion visit www.dcowens.com 
or call (781) 849-9393.

on younger baseball players to 
instill a solid fundamental base 
while also building passion for 
the game. For information con-
tact Podbelski at (508) 286-3394 
or epodbels@wheatonma.edu.

24-28
Gowdy Swim Camp | a day 
camp for competitive boy and 
girl swimmers age 8-17. the 
camp is directed by both Whea-
ton swim coach JP Gowdy and 
by former Middlebury College 
and MIt coach Mel McLaughlin. 
the camp will feature work on 
both stroke skills and training 
techniques. For information 
please contact Gowdy at (508) 
286-3989 or gowdy_jp@whea-
tonma.edu. 

30-August 4
Sarah Behn Basketball Camp | 
an overnight camp with a com-
muter option for girls ages 9-17. 
this camp is directed by Sarah 
Behn and is geared to instill 
confidence in young girls by 
teaching basketball fundamen-
tals. For information visit www.
behncamp.com or call (508) 
549-0997.

AUgUST 

6-10
New England Synchro Camp | 
an overnight camp for both boys 
and girls age 10 and older di-
rected by Wheaton coach anna 
eng. For information contact eng 
at eng_anna@wheatonma.edu or 
(508) 286-3993.

7-10
Hoop School | a basketball 
day camp for girls in grades 3-8 
directed by Wheaton basketball 
coach Melissa hodgdon and 
newton South’s Liz Leonard. 
College players, college coaches 
and high school coaches will 
instruct the attendees in the 
fundamentals of basketball in 
a supportive environment. For 
information please contact 
hodgdon at (508) 286-3990.

All	programs	and	events	are	subject	to		
change;	visit	www.wheatoncollege.edu		
for	the	latest	listings.

3-21 
Soccer’s Future Academy, Inc. 
| a camp for boys and girls ages 
6 and 7 as a half-day camp, 
ages 8-15 as a day camp, and 
goalkeeper training for ages 10-
15. Directed by Wheaton soccer 
coach Luis Reis, this camp will 
feature technical and tactical 
training with coaches who have 
a passion for the game. July 
10-14 is a day camp and July 
17-21 is an overnight camp. For 
information contact Reis at  
(508) 397-1716.

9-13
Loudenburg Softball Camp | an 
overnight camp with a commut-
er option for girls in grades 6-12. 
Directed by Wheaton softball 
coach Gina Loudenburg, this 
camp will include skills, drills 
and games at night. For informa-
tion contact Loudenburg at (508) 
286-3360.

16-August 12
KENT SAT PLUS | a national 
Sat summer program, an 
intensive Sat training camp and 
a “total Comprehensive College 
admission Planning” program 
for high school students (current 
grades 8–11). the program will 
cover critical reading, math 
and writing skills (including 

essay). For brochure and detailed 
information, please call (888) 
KentSat.

15-18, 20-23
NIKE Field Hockey Camp | an 
overnight camp with a com-
muter option for girls ages 10-18. 
Directed by Wheaton coach 
Rebecca Begley, this program 
is committed to making players 
better and stronger, to improv-
ing techniques, helping to train 
smarter and to develop self-con-
fidence. For information contact 
Begley at (508) 286-3755 or visit 
www.ussportscamps.com.

22-25
The Rising Star Boy’s Lacrosse 
Camp | a day camp designed for 
boys of all skill levels in grades 3-
8. Camp will run from 9 a.m.–4 
p.m. Directed by Wheaton 
coach Peter toner, the camp will 
focus on fundamentals and skill 
development for all phases of the 
game of lacrosse. For information 
contact toner at (508) 286-3906 
or toner_peter@wheatonma.edu.

24-27 
Rookie League Baseball School | 
overseen by Wheaton base-
ball coach eric Podbelski and 
directed by assistant coach Jesse 
Woods, the camp’s focus will be 

Wheaton	baseball	coach	eric	
podbelski	(shown)	and	assistant	
coach	Jesse	Woods	will	run	a	
rookie	League	baseball	school	at	
Wheaton	this	summer.
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WHEATON in THe newS

ted	nesi	’07	(left)	and	his	London	roommate,	Devin	romanul	(right),	
met	Cherie	Blair,	wife	of	British	prime	minister	tony	Blair	at	the	Blairs’	
Christmas	party.

The math 
mountain
Quantitative analysis associate 
Chuck Straley was featured in 
the San Antonio (texas) Express-
News in January for his recent 
work in identifying obstacles 
to math literacy among college 
students. Straley and Professor 
Jean horn of northern Virginia 
Community College surveyed 
1,116 students at horn’s com-
munity college and at Wheaton. 
nineteen percent of the students 
said that a parent, teacher, friend 
or someone else had told them 
they couldn’t do math. of those 
with bruised math egos, 123 
were female, 75 were male. 
Straley and horn were present-
ers at the annual meeting of 
the american Mathematical 
Society and the Mathematical 
association of america.

What people earn
Jared Duval ’05, national 
director of the Sierra Student 
Coalition, joined national figures 
like actress Reese Witherspoon 
and General Motors Ceo 
Richard Wagoner to reveal his 
salary in Parade magazine’s an-
nual “What People earn” issue 
in March. as an environmental 
activist in Washington, D.C., 
Duval said he earns $33,000.

Keen for Wheaton
the april issue of Entertainment 
Weekly featured two-time oscar 
nominee Catherine Keener ’83, 
who said that Wheaton “rocked 
her world” because of its strong 
women and feminism. “I was 
high on it,” she said. Keener 
currently is starring in the film 
Friends with Money. 

Academic 
overload
In a recent Boston Globe article 
about the rise in high school se-
niors taking too many rigorous 
college prep courses to produce 
strong transcripts, Dean of 
admission Gail Berson said that 
blame for the phenomenon can 
be evenly spread.

“Colleges chase students, 
students chase colleges, and 
parents hover,” Berson told the 
Globe. “I think we all contrib-
ute to this vicious cycle.”

Berson went on to explain 
that she had seen the cycle as 
a parent. one of her children 
took an advanced place-
ment chemistry class—against 
Berson’s advice —and made a 
D-plus in the course, she told 
the reporter. Berson said she 
is convinced that the only blot 
on her daughter’s high school 
transcript eliminated her from 
contention at two of new 
england’s elite institutions.

Ted’s excellent 
adventure
the attleboro Sun-Chronicle 
featured the junior year abroad 
experiences of Ted Nesi ’07 
in a mid-February article. 
nesi spent the fall semester 
in London, taking courses 
for the first two months and 
interning at the Labour Party 
headquarters for the last two 
months. he had been entering 
data, answering phone calls 
and keeping lists for parlia-
ment and party leaders when 
his boss summoned nesi to 10 
Downing Street, the residence 
of Britain’s prime minister, 
tony Blair. While preparing 
invitations to Blair’s Christmas 
party, nesi volunteered to help 
out at the event, where he met 
Blair and his wife, and stood 
close by when Blair spoke at 
the gathering.

“Going to a different country 
made me look at our own sys-
tem with new eyes,” nesi told 

the Sun-Chronicle. “It brought 
me back to the basic questions 
about democracy, citizenship 
and the relationship of people to 
their government.”

Confessions 
about Wheaton
a February feature in the New 
York Times about John Perkins, 
author of Confessions of an 
Economic Hit Man, included a 
mention that the bestselling book 
was being used in the classroom 
at Wheaton. Political Science 
Professor Jeremiah Murphy read 
the text with his students who 
spent the January break working 
in Washington, D.C.

Responding to 
crisis on campus
Quarterly editor and se-
nior associate director of 
Communications Jayne M. 
Iafrate was featured in a March 
story about crisis communica-
tion in Public Relations Tactics, 
the newspaper of the Public 
Relations Society of america. 
effective crisis communication, 
Iafrate said, depends on the 
organizational sources that are 
developed in advance.

“It is a process that takes 
years,” she told the paper. “You 
really need to work with people 
and understand how they work, 
to make them understand how 
you work. …We run our com-
munications office as if it were a 
daily news operation, identifying 
sources all over campus, under-
standing what kind of sources 
they can be should we need to 
pitch them for national news. 
there’s no substitute for making 
sure that you develop those rela-
tionships in advance.” Q
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Willpower

By Abigail Nelson ’01  

Photos by Brea Walker ’02

10,000-horsepower engine—check.  

Fire suit—check.  

Helmet—check.  

Hillary Will ’02 is ready to roll.

18  Wheaton Quarterly
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t is a warm winter day in Pomona, California. At the 
Carquest Auto Parts NHRA Winternationals, thousands 
of fans have driven to see their favorite drag racers. It is 
Sunday, the final day of NHRA’s annual season opener, 
and fans eagerly wait to see who will take home the 
trophies in the first event of the season. In the team 

pits, there is a flurry of activity as those teams who qualified in 
the days before prepare for the first eliminations of the season. 
The Kalitta Motorsports pits are set up with trailers, tents and 
hospitality centers. Hillary Will ’02 is in her trailer preparing 
for her first final round of her professional career. 

Will’s team works quickly on her Top Fuel dragster. They 
make adjustments on the dragster, knowing that this car will 
soon be racing at more than 300 m.p.h. and knowing that 
every adjustment on the car must be perfect. A crowd gathers 
around the pit to watch the team work and hopes for a glimpse 
of the driver or an autograph.

The team prepares to start the 10,000-horsepower engines, 
and the fans put in their earplugs and cover their ears. They 
stand behind the dragster as it thunders to life and exhaust 
burns their eyes. Fans are amazed and fascinated by the drag-
sters and at the precision that it takes to prepare one for a race.

In the hospitality center set up next to the trailer, Will’s 
family and friends sit. Her father, Steve, and grandfather, 
“Grandpa,” as everyone calls him, are proud. In the past eight 
years they guided Will’s career and taught her to become 
a drag racer. She has received much media attention this 
weekend, both as a rookie and a female driver, with her good 

qualifying times. Both her father and grandfather know that 
each race is a separate race, and anything could happen in 
eliminations.

Will has left her trailer to go to the starting line for driver 
introductions. The pro drivers are called out to the starting line 
and are introduced to the fans before the races begin. Being 
introduced to the fans as one of the professional drivers is 
something that Will has been dreaming of for a long time. 

“I used to watch the driver introductions and hoped that 
someday it would be me out there with the pro drivers,” she 
said. “Now it is.”

At 25, Will, now sitting behind the wheel of a Top Fuel 
dragster in a fire suit and helmet, has come a long way from 
racing her Dodge Challenger at her local track. She is now a 
professional drag racer.

A fast start

Will began drag racing more than eight years ago. She grew 
up outside of Eureka, California, five hours north of San 
Francisco. Her first drag race was at her local track, the 
Samoa Dragstrip. Her father, who gave up racing to have 
a family and a business, had given Will his old ’73 Dodge 
Challenger, and this was the car she drove to school every 
day.

One day he asked her if she wanted to take her car down 
the quarter mile to see how fast it would run. Will, who had 
always been a fan of drag racing, was nervous, having only 
watched the sport. With encouragement from her father, Will 

I
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raced the Challenger and found she liked it—a lot. She began 
racing Super Street and started to win. 

“We started winning and then I knew I was really hooked,” 
recalls Will. As she kept winning races, she was able to move 
up and began racing Super Comp and Super Gas. 

In 1998 Will traveled east to Wheaton, recommended by a 
local doctor. She majored in economics and was a diver on 
the swimming and diving team, and wondered how her love 
of racing would intersect with her academic career.

“I kept coming home every summer during college just so 
that I could race, thinking each summer was my last.” Her 
dream of becoming a pro racer never faded.

After graduating magna cum laude in 2002, Will moved 
back home and, like most graduates, began looking for a job. 
She was hired by a local company as a financial analyst. While 
unhappy sitting at desk all day, her job paid her enough to get 
by and also allowed her to leave for long weekends to race. 

“The more I raced, the more I developed a passion for it,” 
she recalls. “Even when I was physically at work, my mind 
was focused on racing.”

Going pro

Will saved enough money to attend the Frank Hawley Drag 
Racing School, and in January 2004 got her Top Alcohol 
Dragster license on her first try. Racing a Top Alcohol Dragster 
is similar to being in the minor leagues for baseball. The next 
stop for a drag racer, like a baseball player, is to go pro. 

When Will received her Top Alcohol license, her team 
already had a car she could race in Top Alcohol. Will had 
a lot of family support from her father, the team owner, and 
Grandpa, the transporter for the team. Her brothers and sisters 
often attended her races, as did many of her aunts, uncles and 
cousins. [Will also enlisted the help of her former Wheaton 
roommates and diving teammates, Abby Nelson and Brea 
Walker, the author and photographer of this story, to do her 
public relations and photography.] 

Bucky Austin, a Funny Car racer and family friend, offered 
to build the motors for the dragster. 

“So we headed to the Top Alcohol Dragster class with a 
team that didn’t know anything about racing in that class,” 
Will recalls. “All we knew was that we had the desire. We 

Will’s crew (above) includes her grandfather, Connie, and her father, Steve. A seamstress (facing page) makes late adjustments to Will’s fire suit.
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legend, making it to 22 NHRA event final rounds with 10 
wins as a driver. In 1977, he served as crew chief for Shirley 
Muldowney when she became the first, and as yet, the only 
female Top Fuel champion in NHRA history. Muldowney is in 
charge of sponsor relations for one of Kalitta’s dragsters driven 
by David Grubnic, and she also serves as a mentor for Will.

Will was hired and moved to Michigan, where Kalitta 
Motorsports is based. In the off-season, the team had a 
dragster custom built for her. Her new dragster is still the 
Girl Power Dragster, and Will hopes that she will be able to 
inspire women and girls to believe in themselves.

“I hope other girls are inspired to take risks like trying 
out for basketball, raising their hand in school, or apply-
ing to business school,” she says. “They have to believe in 
themselves.”

There was a learning curve for Will, learning to drive a Top 
Fuel Dragster, one of three classes in drag racing. Each race 
pits two drivers against each other on a quarter-mile track. A 
Top Fuel dragster will reach 300 miles per hour in the time it 
takes to read this sentence. Generally a driver will try to get 
to the end of the quarter-mile track in about 4.5 seconds, at a 

didn’t even have the right tools and parts, but Bucky taught us 
what stuff we needed, what clutch combinations to run, what 
type of crew we needed and so on.” 

With Austin’s guidance and the support from her family and 
friends, Will and her team raced in a few divisional races in 
2004, and in April 2005, won her first national event in Las 
Vegas. She caught the eye of the media and other racers as 
a Top Alcohol driver, running her career best of 270 m.p.h. 
in 5.33 seconds and becoming the sixth female in history to 
qualify number one in Top Alcohol Dragster.

In April 2005 Will decided to take her biggest risk ever.
“I finally decided that I wanted to go all or nothing and make 

racing my career. I took a big risk and left my job to devote 
100 percent of my time to turning my hobby into my career.” 

With her goal to secure sponsorship for her team, bringing in 
enough money to eventually go pro, Will put all her efforts into 
Girl Power Racing.

Her efforts and hard work were noticed by many, and in 
August 2005, Will was approached by Ken Black Racing and 
Kalitta Motorsports, who were teaming up for Top Fuel racing. 
Connie Kalitta, owner of Kalitta Motorsports, is a drag racing 
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speed of more than 320 m.p.h. In order to exceed 300 m.p.h. 
in 4.5 seconds, dragsters must accelerate at an average of more 
than 4Gs; however, by reaching 200 m.p.h. well before half- 
track, the launch acceleration is closer to 8Gs. At the end of 
each run, a parachute on the back of the dragster is deployed, 
forcing the car to go from about 5 positive Gs to 5 negative Gs. 
If all the equipment is paid off, the crew works for free, and if 
nothing on the car breaks, each run costs $1,000 per second. 

“Drag racing is a very unforgiving sport,” says Will. “Wins 
and losses are literally separated by thousandths of a second. 
The smallest driver mistake can have negative results. I must be 
very focused and very precise in every movement. Sometimes 
that’s not easy when I’m traveling over 325 m.p.h.” 

Each race takes place over a long weekend, with qualifying 
runs on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. In these runs, it is not 
the winner of each race that matters, it is their time. Drivers 
have several chances to qualify for the final round. The final 
round works elimination-style, with the winner from each race 
advancing to the next round. 

In the off-season, Will quickly adapted to life in Michigan. 
As a Top Fuel driver, driving is only one part of her very 
demanding job. She goes to the shop every day to help with 
her car and to get to know her team. She is responsible for the 
travel planning of the entire Kalitta Motorsports team of over 
50 people. She also works in the office, often talking to the 
media on the phone, doing some public relations, and working 
hard to find a major sponsor for her team. She received her 

Top Fuel license and learned how to drive her new dragster. 
She tested in Las Vegas before the season began, with some of 
the best times of all the teams testing that weekend. 

Back in Pomona

At her pro debut in Pomona, Will heads into the final round 
in a good position. She consistently ran well in qualifying, 
with her best time of 4.515 seconds at 324.76 m.p.h. qualify-
ing her number four going into the finals. In her last qualifying 
run on Saturday afternoon, Will’s parachutes deploy too late, 
and she rolls into the sand at the end of the track. It is a scary 
moment, and the first time this has happened to Will. While 
the incident will be replayed several times on ESPN2, Will 
walked away uninjured.

Will finished at the Pomona Winternationals with a loss 
due to a broken blower belt, but she is looking forward to the 
next race.

“I just can’t wait to do this all over again. I know my crew 
is awesome. I have a great team—a lot of support—and 
couldn’t do anything without them.” Q  

For more info
Will’s team will be racing at every NHRA Powerade Drag Racing event 

in the 2006 season. Her closest race to Wheaton will be June 15-18 in 

Englishtown, New Jersey. The races are televised on ESPN2. Visit www.

HillaryWillRace.com for the latest schedules and news. 



They endured a 16-hour flight. Some found themselves ques-
tioning their own identities. Others were shocked by the open-
ness and acceptance of racism and squalor. Some just cried. For 
a group of students and faculty who visited Africa during the 
January break, these feelings were the measures of a successful 
educational experience.

“I wanted a strong reaction,” said Michelle Harris, assistant 
professor of sociology. “When I teach about race and social 
movements in the classroom, there is sometimes no reaction. 
Witnessing is an invaluable teaching tool.”

Harris, Assistant Professor of English Shawn Christian and 
Associate Dean of Student Life Claudia Bell led a group of 
14 students to Africa for a 19-day course on “Witnessing 
Contemporary ‘Africanness:’ Ethnic Identity, Language and 
Mobility in South Africa and Botswana.” By visiting townships 
and neighborhoods and museums, and meeting local politicians, 
journalists and university students in two unique settings—post-
apartheid South Africa and the most stable southern Africa 

democracy, Bostwana—the professors hoped to help students 
understand the range and complexity of African identity.

“We deliberately wanted to debunk several myths about this 
continent,” Harris said. “Students often view Africa as a mono-
lith, rather than as a collection of very different cultures and 
people. They also believe that everyone in Africa is suffering, 
and that they truly understand African identity.”

Identity was central to the experience of Leykia Brill ’06. She 
left Boston believing that the January course wouldn’t be long 
enough to gain significant knowledge about African people and 
culture. Today she calls the trip “the most valuable experience 
I’ve ever had.”

“In America, I’m considered black,” said Brill, who identifies 
as African American. “In South Africa, I was considered colored 
[mixed race] because of the color of my skin, and definitely not 
African American; I’m an American to them. 

“In South African society, you can see the very different living 
standard of whites, coloreds and blacks, in the neighborhood 

Students in January course learn that ‘Africanness’ 
is defined in millions of ways.

A continent away

The beauty of Cape Town, South Africa, provided a stark contrast to other locations in the region.
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and in people’s beliefs; it’s everywhere. One colored taxi 
driver told me that affirmative action only helps blacks, so 
he was against it.”

In Gaborone, Botswana, it was the perceptions about 
American culture by students at the university there that 
surprised Brill and classmate Jennifer Lev ’08.

“The university students see and hear the ‘N-word’ used 
in American popular culture, and they don’t understand 
it,” Lev explained. “They consider black Americans ‘slaves’ 
because they use that word.”

Lev emphasized that the Wheaton students’ experiences 
visiting historical sites like Langa and Soweto townships and 
Robben Island, and speaking with peers in Botswana did 
indeed help them understand how different each African 
culture is.

“Africa contains 50 countries and millions of people; it’s 
difficult to grasp,” Lev said. “I still have a difficult time un-
derstanding where I’ve been and what I’ve experienced.”

In designing the trip, Harris said she thought about her 
own first trip to Africa, a journey that shook her because 
it revealed how little she knew about the continent. She 
wanted her students today to experience that same sort of 
jolt by:
•	 Studying the idea and history of African identity in south-

ern Africa
•	 Identifying how contemporary social issues—such as 

changing gender roles, orphanage, migration and urban-
ization—impact identity formation 

•	 Learning about and identifying ways in which globaliza-
tion, technology and various social problems—such as 
AIDS—interact with expressions of African identity

•	 Collecting and cataloguing artifacts that illustrate such 
expressions 

•	 Engaging in critical reflection in order to name, analyze 
and write about the differences between contemporary 
African and American identity.
Students read two texts in advance of the trip—Nelson 

Mandela’s Long Walk to Freedom and The No. 1 Ladies’ 
Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith—to frame 
their in-country discussions and the paper and projects they 
completed upon returning to Wheaton.

Harris’ plan seems to have 
worked.

“This trip is something I think 
about every day,” said Robert Lock 
’06, who was born in South Africa. 
“Raw conversations with people 
resonate with me. I think about 
them every time I take a test, write 
a paper, read the newspaper. 
Little parts of the trip keep coming 
up everywhere.” Q  

Wheaton students learned much from meetings with their peers at the 
University of Botswana.

A taxi stand in Soweto Township provided a compelling image for 
photographer Jennifer Lev ’08 (below left).

Wheaton Professors Michelle Harris and Shawn Christian (center) took 
students to a Botswana village.
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The United Nations Women’s Conference in 

1995 set a minimum standard for the number 

of women in the U.S. Congress. By 2000, reads 

the tenet, 50 percent of the congressional seats 

should be held by women. Today, six years 

later, the number is 15.1 percent. Two Wheaton 

alumnae are gearing up for a change.

Wheaton in the house
By Mary Grauerholz
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Diane Farrell ’77 is in a national-profile, close-
ly watched race to represent Connecticut’s 4th 
Congressional District, against incumbent Rep. Chris 
Shays (R-Bridgeport). Paloma A. Capanna ’88 is brac-
ing for the Democratic primary for the New York 25th 
Congressional District race. 

Both women are primed to change the status of women in 
national politics.

“The saddest thing about the state of American politics is the 
lack of women in national office,” Farrell says. “In the House 
of Representatives, 16 percent are women. Women need to be 
encouraged to run.” Farrell recently concluded her second term 
as a selectwoman in Westport, Conn., the first selectwoman to 
serve in that town. 

Capanna says, “There is still a gap, whether it is national poli-
tics or presidents of national companies. We (women) have not 
been politically empowered.” 

In an election-year twist, both women are in races that could 
turn control of the House of Representatives to the Democrats. 
Democratic women are running in almost half of the two 
dozen most-competitive House races, potentially tipping the 
scale toward Democratic control. The party needs an increase 
of 15 seats nationwide to win a majority in the House of 
Representatives—a serious challenge, but feasible enough to be 
the subject of much speculation during this election year. 

Rep. Rahm Emanuel of Illinois, the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee chairman, noted in a March 24 New York 
Times story: “In an environment where people are disgusted with 
politics in general, who represents clean and change? Women.” 

Male-female ratios aside, the main task at hand, of course, is 
to win. For both Capanna and Farrell, that means cogently ex-
pressing meaningful issues and running a strong campaign with 
adequate funding.

Farrell: All politics is local

 Farrell gave Shays a rigorous challenge when the two ran 
against one another the first time, in 2004. Shays won by four 
slim points—52 to 48 percent. It was the first time Shays had 
not won at least 60 percent of the vote in many years. This year, 
Farrell is running a better-financed and higher profile race. 

 “The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee and 
EMILY’s List came onboard earlier than last time,” Farrell ex-
plained. “The national party this time recognizes my viability as 
a candidate.”

Shays’ continuing support of President Bush is giving Farrell a 
lot of grist for the political mill. She is finding much traction in 
the discussion of the country’s unrest over the war in Iraq and 
other issues.

Comparing her previous race against Shays with today’s 
race, Farrell says. “People say, ‘What’s the difference between 
’04 and ’06?’ I say, ‘The issues that Shays and I debated have 
matured.’ 

“The war in Iraq, in my opinion, is in a more precarious place 
that it was,” Farrell continues. Other issues on her radar are 
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Medicare, the national debt, deficit, and No Child Left Behind, 
President Bush’s initiative to strengthen schools. 

“The corruption scandals are not helping, either,” Farrell 
adds. “Americans are largely very unhappy.” 

If the Democrats win a majority in the House, Farrell says, 
the Republicans would be more likely to compromise. 

“Broadly speaking, what I’ve said is, when you’ve had one 
party ruling, you have no checks and balances. … This is a 
chance for us to put the ‘checks’ back in.” The Republicans, 
she adds, “would have to come to the table.” 

Early on, Farrell blended political work and parenting. She 
was a preschool teacher and then a media planner. Later 
she was an account executive for the advertising agency J. 
Walter Thompson. While she raised her two daughters, Hilary 
and Margaret, she worked in the family arenas of school, 
church and community, as well as local government. She was 
president of the Westport Young Women’s League and the 
Coleytown Elementary School Parent Teachers Association.

In her years as a Westport selectwoman and member of 
the Westport Board of Finance, Farrell accrued expertise in 
finance. “The thing I focused on was taxes,” Farrell says. “At 
the end of the day, at the local level especially, people really 
do have a chance to evaluate how well their tax dollars are 
being spent.” 

Farrell’s proudest moment in her Westport town work was 
the push for a new senior center. “I felt so strongly about 
providing a permanent home for our seniors. …They were con-

stantly being moved. I’m very proud of that accomplishment.”
Farrell cites Wheaton as a major influence in her political 

accomplishments. 
 “My interest in government really began my freshman year 

at Wheaton,” Farrell says. “I was proud to be a government 
major. When I run into other Wheaton alums, we always talk 
about Professor Jay Goodman. He made government such an 
interesting subject.” Watergate played a part as well. “I entered 
Wheaton just as the Watergate situation was blowing up. It 
was kind of a convergence of a moment in history and a really 
inspiring professor.” 

Supportive families also help. Farrell, 50, met her husband, 
Winslow Farrell, during her sophomore year at Wheaton. 
They have two grown daughters. Farrell says that serving in 
Westport town government when her daughters were small 
had its challenges; running a campaign with grown children is 
much easier. 

Farrell recalls the years of young motherhood. “It was tough. 
As a mother, after so many years of putting your kids on the 
bus and picking them up, I felt a little uncomfortable not be-
ing there to meet them. But I also thought it was important to 
present a good role model. When (the schools) asked for an 
emergency phone number, I always gave the police depart-
ment. They knew where to find me. 

“I was always a mommy first,” Farrell continues. 
Both Farrell and Capanna realize that a big part of the 

struggle in their political careers is breaking into male-dominat-

Congressional candidate Diane Farrell (above right and facing page, center) is running a high-profile race against 
incumbent Chris Shays in Connecticut’s 4th District.
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ed politics. According to the Center for American Women and 
Politics at Rutgers university, 81 women (of 535 total members) 
are serving in the u.S. Congress. Women of color are especially 
lacking, comprising just 3.5 percent of total members. 

Capanna: In love with law

Capanna’s heart was captured by politics early on. “I fell hope-
lessly in love at age 10 with the First Amendment,” she says. She 
pities her parents today, she says, for dealing with “a 10-year-old 
stomping around the house saying, ‘Congress cannot make a 
law…,” filling in the blank for her issue of the day.

Capanna cites foreign policy and national security as country-
wide issues of most concern. Accountability and a balanced bud-
get are close behind. President Bush’s wiretapping of American 
citizens without a warrant especially rankles her. Capanna, a 
lawyer specializing in matrimonial and family law, is vocal about 
her allegiance to the u.S. Constitution.

“To me, the Constitution ranks really sacred, particularly the 
First Amendment,” Capanna says, the guarantee of freedom of 
religion and freedom of expression.

Capanna was a preschooler when Betty Friedan’s The 
Feminine Mystique began the women’s move-
ment. But the current imbalance in political 
power has reignited feminist ideals that she 
formed a generation after Friedan’s. 

“I’ve found myself in a sense experiencing a 
desire to become connected with women’s orga-
nizations like NOW (National Organization for 

Women), to say, ‘your job is not finished,’” Capanna says. 
Capanna, 39, lives in Webster, N.Y., with her husband, Peter 

Consitt, and her stepson, Sam. She concedes that it is not easy to 
be a wife, mother and political animal. 

“I need to be candid,” she says. “When you run for national 
office, you pretty much kiss everybody goodbye. …If your family 
is not supportive, there is no way to run. All kudos to my hus-
band, who does laundry, cooks. He’s really a wonderful man to 
have as a running mate.” 

Capanna is proud to have the support of “regular people.” 
“I’m finding that real people are the biggest supporters, whether 

it’s the woman with a bookshop in one of the rough sections of 
my district, or the union worker who is excited that I see unions as 
a rich part of the country, or a woman dying of breast cancer who 
has no health insurance,” she says. “These are people I meet ev-
erywhere I go and who are energizing me and who I am helping 
to revitalize me (with the idea) that government can be personal.”

Capanna faces especially poor economic conditions in her 
area—Rochester, Buffalo and Syracuse, particularly after the 
closing of many of the area’s factories. 

“It’s traditional manufacturing, a lot of 
machine shops,” Capanna says. “The reality 
is, they’re not coming back. … unfortunately, 
I think many Americans unwittingly support 
that … there seems to be very little concern 
about finding something that says, ‘Made in 
America.’” 

For more info

The Diane Farrell campaign 

www.farrellforcongress.com

The Paloma Capanna campaign

www.capannaforcongress.com

Paloma Capanna (center) believes upstate New York is ready for a change in Congress.
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Raising dough for Dems

Chris Esposito ’94 was turned on to politics by his mentor, 

Political Science Professor Jay Goodman. 

“He could tell I was getting the political bug,” Esposito recalls. 

“He said, ‘Do you realize that if you do this, you will spend one 

third of your life in a plane, a car, a hotel room?’ For a moment, 

I just sat there and thought he was crazy. But if I added it up, it’s 

probably more than that. And I’m 35.”  

Esposito is a political tracker for EMILY’s List, the largest politi-

cal action committee in the country. EMILY is an acronym for 

“Early Money Is Like Yeast (it makes the dough rise)” and the 

Boston-based Esposito travels the country, assessing campaigns 

for purposes of deciding on the PAC’s endorsements. Diane 

Farrell is one of the recipients of funding from EMILY’s List.

 “We raise more money for candidates than anyone else 

outside the party,” says Ramona Oliver, EMILY’s List commu-

nication director. “We’re bigger than the NRA (National Rifle 

Association) and bigger than the unions.” The PAC supports only 

Democratic prochoice women candidates, funneling money 

from its 100,000-plus members directly to candidates’ war 

chests. 

Much is at stake in this year’s races, and EMILY’s List is watch-

ing. The 435-seat House of Representatives currently comprises 

67 women, 43 Democrats and 24 Republicans. Women are 

waging campaigns in nearly half of the 24 toughest House races, 

where their party hopes to pick up enough Republican seats to 

regain control of the House. The race also could indicate how 

Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton might fare if she runs for president 

in 2008. EMILY’s List has helped to change the face of power in 

America. 

Esposito’s journey in politics began in 1992, when he took 

a summer off to volunteer for a political campaign in New 

Hampshire. Deborah Arnesen was running for governor, and 

Esposito ended up being her driver. 

“For whatever the reason, there was a synergy,” Esposito 

says. “For someone who had never spent time on the inside 

of the political process, it was osmosis.” He graduated with a 

bachelor’s degree in political science and, “with pushing from 

Jay Goodman,” did his thesis on software for electronic focus 

groups.  

—Mary Grauerholz

The correlation between money and winning office is 
ever-present, as is the correlation between physical looks 
and winning office and the delicate situation it can mean for 
women. Capanna, who won a beauty pageant as a teenager, 
says, “Yesterday, I was in touch with a pageant (organizer) to 
share with them that I’m running. She was excited and said, 
‘Do you see any problem with word being out that you were 
in a pageant?’” Capanna had no problem. As she relates, “It’s 
an important part of my confidence.” 

Capanna, like Farrell, credits Wheaton with much of her 
dedication to politics. “There is no question I would not be 
here without the faculty at Wheaton. I think back to what it 
must have been like when I showed up, saying ‘I’d like to 
do this, I’d like to do that.’ … [Professors] David Vogler and 
Darlene Boroviak took me so seriously. There really was 
something magical about those four years.”

The power of wisdom

Both Farrell and Capanna see a generational give and take in 
their political work, learning from professors, seasoned politi-
cians, and other mentors, and then passing their experience 
and wisdom to the younger generation. 

“Work hard; don’t compromise your dreams,” is Capanna’s 
motto. Her political slogan is Restoring Hope for America. “I 
came up with it,” she says. “The flip side is the underbelly of 
despair that people are experiencing.” 

Farrell treasures a defining moment during her 2004 
Connecticut race, when she talked with Democratic Sen. 
Joe Lieberman. Lieberman cited a quote to her by the late 
Chassidic master, Rabbi Nachman, which Farrell still holds 
close: “All the world is a narrow bridge, and we must not be 
afraid.” Q

Mary Grauerholz is a freelance writer based on Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts. 
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CLASS NOTES

From the ALumnAe/i ASSoCiAtion

By the Alumnae/i Board of Directors

During the past year, the Alumnae/i Board of Directors has spent 

much time considering the qualities that make Wheaton truly 

distinctive. Many liberal arts colleges claim to be unique while 

touting the traditional set of criteria—small student body, noted 

faculty and staff, strong curriculum and programming, and a 

dedicated community of alumnae/i. We believe that the one 

thing that separates Wheaton from many of its peer institutions is 

the one thing that has, at times, been divisive: our coeducational 

history.

The Wheaton College Alumnae/i Association 

strives to support the college, to engage alum-

nae/i from all classes, and to maintain and 

enhance the pride derived from our individual 

and collective connection to Wheaton. In its 

pursuit of these goals, the association is mind-

ful of the college’s long history—beginning in 

1834—and the evolutionary changes that have 

occurred over the past 171 years. There has 

been perhaps no greater change to the college’s 

landscape than the admission of men in 1988.

While this decision caused much controversy and conflict in 

its time, the Alumnae/i Association’s Board of Directors is very 

proud of the tremendous success the college has experienced 

over the past two decades. The college’s academic profile has 

risen to new heights. More than 50 prestigious national scholar-

ships have been won in the last ten years, including three Rhodes 

Scholars since 2001. An innovative new curriculum emphasizes 

the breadth and depth of the liberal arts, with connected courses 

that enable students to see the relationships that exist among 

seemingly disparate fields. Our admission profile has attracted 

more applicants and has grown increasingly selective in recent 

years. 

The college faculty continues to shine, engaging in a diver-

sity of pursuits promoting a greater understanding of the world 

around us, while staff and faculty collaborate with students to 

make Wheaton a more attractive place for learning. For example, 

Wheaton enriches a student’s academic endeavors with experi-

ential learning opportunities through the Filene Center for Work 

and Learning; the Center for Global Education helps students 

achieve global competence through study abroad and an on-

campus international environment; and the athletics programs 

rank in the top 20 of Division III programs nationwide. Whatever 

concerns one may have of how the decision was made, or even 

of the decision itself, the facts speak for themselves—Wheaton 

has continued to excel as a top liberal arts college.

Wheaton is different because of its coeducational history. 

We must embrace the influence our past has on our future to 

advance the college in the competitive higher-learning market-

place. We must also recognize that there is a new generation 

of alumnae and alumni who never knew a time when Wheaton 

was a women’s college. They must be introduced to a welcom-

ing, united association that treats all of its members as first-class 

citizens. This culture of greater acceptance 

benefits both women and men. The associa-

tion itself must focus on the horizon, as 

there is much work to be done that cannot 

be delayed by any differences among our 

membership.

Mindful of the difficulty coeduca-

tion caused many alumnae, the Board of 

Directors and the college have worked hard 

to facilitate the process of healing. We also 

have endeavored to address issues and bring alumnae back to 

campus. Upon their “return,” literally and figuratively, most 

have been amazed at the remarkable progress the college has 

made since their own undergraduate days, deepening their own 

pride and increasing the value of their own degree.

The Board of Directors believes that the association has 

reached a point where, although some healing may still be 

needed, it is time to embrace our new identity with all of its 

strengths. Some alumnae may continue to question the decision, 

and they should know that the Alumnae/i Association and its 

Board of Directors respects their feelings and remains ready to 

welcome them back as members of our Wheaton community.

Accordingly, the Board of Directors invites the association 

membership to support Wheaton’s commitment to being a dis-

tinctive, coeducational, liberal arts college. Each of us has a re-

sponsibility to the association—and to ourselves—and a role to 

play in its and the college’s future. The Alumnae/i Association, 

in alignment with the college and President Crutcher’s vision 

for Wheaton, is engaged in developing a strategic plan for its 

members. A key piece of the plan includes evaluating the effec-

tiveness and efficiency of all association programs and activi-

ties. When you are called upon for your advice, the Board of 

Directors hopes you will share your ideas and experiences. Q

Embrace the past, celebrate the future

The association has reached 

a point where, although some 

healing may still be needed, 

it is time to embrace our 

new identity with all of its 

strengths.
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West Coast fans boost Wheaton lacrosse programs
Tom and Jeri Konig P’07 traveled from Montecito, Calif., to watch the women’s lacrosse home opener in late March. Big fans? 
You bet. Not only did they have a chance to watch daughter Kristin Konig ’07 and the team play in their new uniforms, they 
also met with college officials to help site the location of the fencing they donated to protect Keefe Field. The gifts—uniforms 
for both the women’s and men’s teams, rain gear and warm-ups for the women, and the fence—have made a world of differ-
ence for the teams, according to women’s lacrosse coach Mary Jacobs. “The confidence that a player gains from looking good 
and being proud of the uniform he or she is wearing is an intangible that no coach can fill. The generous donation that the 
Konig family has provided for the teams gives our Division III athletes the same quality of gear that top Division I programs 
receive.” Jacobs added that the women’s team not only plays well, but also performs well in the classroom; the players’ fall 
semester cumulative GPA was 3.18. Q  

OnLyon launch nets new users, big prizes

Nearly 800 new users have joined 5,000 of their 
fellow alumnae/i since the college launched a new 
and improved OnLyon Web site at www.wheaton-
college.net.

The new site features an expanded alumnae/i 
directory, a business card exchange, links to 
campus resources and class Web sites, free e-mail, 
online event registration and many other benefits. 
The launch of the new site also featured big prizes 
for three alums who were selected randomly from 
those who registered on the site between Dec. 1 
and Feb. 24. Barbara Engel Marcus ’67 won an 
Amazon.com gift certificate; Dara Croci ’02 took 
home an iPod; and Jennifer Sarah Hutchinson ’01 
won a digital camera and printer. 

Any alumna or alumnus can register for OnLyon 
and its many services by visiting www.wheatoncol-
lege.net and clicking on “First Time User.” Q
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reGionAL eVentS

CLASS NOTES

Two alums will travel to the 
Arctic Circle to bring home a 
message of conservation

Libby Bixby Skolnik ’02 and 
Benjamin Skolnik ’01 learned 
long ago that the marks they and 
the earth’s other 5 billion inhabit-
ants leave on the planet will have 
a lasting impact. Today, as gradu-
ate students at the University of 
Maryland—she is a master’s of 
public policy student concentrat-
ing on international development 
economics and he is studying 
sustainable development and 
conservation biology—this 
husband-and-wife team is putting 
classroom lessons to the test.

This summer the couple 
will paddle 650 miles on the 
Anderson River in Canada’s 
Northwest Territories, traveling 
through some of the planet’s 
most pristine and most endan-
gered landscape to learn more 
about their role in the envi-
ronment and to bring home a 
message of conservation and 
responsibility. With two friends, 
two dogs, 12 packs of supplies 
and two canoes, they will drive 
to Inuvik in Canada’s Northwest 

Territories, fly by bush plane 
to Colville Lake, put in on the 
Anderson and paddle north-
west to the Arctic Ocean. After 
45 days of paddling above the 
Arctic Circle, they will return to 
tell their story.

“The problem of human 
development and environmental 
conservation in wilderness areas 
is central to our studies,” Libby 
Skolnik said. “Having traveled 
in remote regions, we know 
how vital wilderness areas really 
are to human well-being. The 
problem of losing wilderness 
areas is important because it will 
ultimately determine the persis-
tence of our species. Without in-
tact ecosystems, humans will be 
unable to acquire clean water 
and food for basic survival.”

Before the trip, they have 
been giving talks about Arctic 
environmental issues at the 
University of Maryland and in 
local schools, bringing their 
message into the classroom. 
They’ve also led clinics in expe-
dition planning at their local REI 
store. After they return, they will 
create a lecture and slide show 
that will graphically illustrate the 
beauty of nature’s untouched 
wilderness and the reasons why 
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Benjamin Skolnik  
in the Chilean Andes.

conservation must be addressed.
“These stories will be our 

chance to really bring the issues 
home to our friends and family,” 
Libby Skolnik said. “No longer 
will we be protesting oil devel-
opment in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge just because 
we ‘think’ that it’s a bad idea; 
we will have lived in its remote 
splendor and traveled side by 
side with native peoples and 
animals.”

The Skolniks have wide 
experience in far-flung trav-
el—the Andes, Africa, Ecuador, 
Patagonia and more—and both 
are certified in CPR and as wil-
derness first responders. On this 
trip, they expect to encounter 
some of Canada’s more remote 
natives, including musk oxen, 
Arctic wolves, grizzly bears and 
caribou, which outnumber hu-
man inhabitants of the region by 
hundreds of thousands.

What will the pair miss most 
during their 45 days in the wild? 
“Fresh fruit,” said Benjamin. 
“Stars,” said Libby. “This is the 
land of the midnight sun.”

To read more about the trip, 
visit the Skolniks’ blog at http://
theadventuresofbenjaminandlib-
by.blogspot.com. Q

Into the wild

Boston | June 8
Greater Boston Wheaton Club/
NESCAC Plus Happy Hour at The 
Place, 2 Broad Street, 5:30–8 p.m.

Cincinnati | June 27
Reception with President Ronald 
A. Crutcher at the Great American 
Ballpark before Cincinnati Reds 
vs. Kansas City Royals game. 
Game time 7:10 p.m.

Boston | August 1
Wheaton Night at Fenway Park, 
Boston Red Sox vs. Cleveland 
Indians, 7:05 p.m.

Boston | August 14
Wheaton Night  
at Fenway Park,  
Boston Red Sox  
vs. Detroit Tigers,  
7:05 p.m.

Boston | August 17
Greater Boston Wheaton Club/
NESCAC Plus Annual Boston 
Harbor Cruise.

Hartford | August 27
Wheaton Night at New Britain 
Stadium.

San Francisco | August 27
San Francisco Giants vs. 
Cincinnati Reds, 1:05 p.m.

Los Angeles | August 29
Los Angeles Dodgers vs. 
Cincinnati Reds, 7:10 p.m.

Boston | Sept. 5
Wheaton Night at Fenway Park, 
Boston Red Sox vs. Chicago White 
Sox, 7:05 p.m.

Baltimore | Sept. 14
Baltimore Orioles vs. Boston 
Red Sox, Oriole Park at Camden 
Yards, 7:05 p.m.

Cleveland | Oct. 9
Annual Fall Lecture Day featuring 
Wheaton Chemistry Professor Jani 
Benoit at the Playhouse Club.

For the latest events calendar, please visit 
the Alumnae/i Association on the Web 
at www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum/
association/events.html.
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California
Los Angeles
Nora Hassan ’96
norahassan@yahoo.com

Adam Bart ’96
abart@usc.edu
Club coordinators

Drew Krepelka ’00
drew_krepelka@capgroup.com
Filene Center liaison
San Diego
Lee Davis-Allred ’94
leeda@hotmail.com 
Filene Center liaison
San Francisco/Bay Area
Catherine Malone Habas ’93
Filene Center liaison

Colorado
Denver
Jeniffer Hargroves Cox ’00 
jhargroves@wheatoncollege.net 
Regional contact, APAC regional chair

Connecticut
Fairfield County
Louise Seeber ’92
ltseeber@optonline.net
Club coordinator

Kathryn Amarante Sollmann ’80
ksollmann@womenatworknetwork.com
Filene Center liaison

Elizabeth Glotzer Lebo ’86 
lizlebo@hotmail.com
APAC regional chair
Hartford
Dennis Meehan ’00
meehandennis@yahoo.com
Regional contact
New Haven/East Shore
Deb Roselli Kelly ’86
saranjosh@sbcglobal.net
Club coordinator/regional chair,
Alumnae/i Board of Directors
Waterbury and Litchfield County
Sarah Lauriat ’94
APAC regional chair

Delaware
Elisabeth Schlosser Brodt ’84
ebfleurdelisevents@comcast.net
Regional contact

Florida
Miami
Jennifer Richards Gibbs ’86
jgibbs@sflawish.org 
Regional contact, Filene Center liaison, 
APAC regional chair
Central Florida
Sharon McNeely ’98
sharon_mcneely@hotmail.com 
Regional contact

Georgia
Atlanta
Deby Glidden ’68
dglidden@cumberlandcapital.com 
Club coordinator

Please contact the Alumnae/i Relations and Annual Giving office at (508) 286-8207 or alumnaei@wheatoncollege.edu for more information.

Hawaii
Honolulu
Manya Novak Levin ’69
Regional contact

Illinois
Chicago
Elizabeth Derrico ’77
derricoe@ameritech.net
Filene Center liaison

Katye Michaud ’98
Kdm98@hotmail.com
APAC regional chair
North Shore
Nancy Jones Emrich ’72
njonese@ameritech.net
APAC regional chair

Maine
Michele Napier Whitmore ’92
mwhitmore@rmdavis.com

Susan Pye ’00
susan_pye@ml.com
Club coordinators

Pamela Marshall ’98
pmarshall@maineombudsman.org
APAC regional chair, Augusta

Jill Molinaro Silvestri ’92
jsilvestri@hebronacademy.org
Filene Center liaison
APAC regional chair, Central Maine

Maryland
Baltimore
Sally Grant Staugaitis ’91
robandsally@comcast.net
Club coordinator

Massachusetts
Greater Boston 
Margy Bratschi ’78
mbratschi@pbl.com
Club coordinator

Susan Looney
looneysm@mellon.com
Filene Center liaison
Berkshire and Franklin Counties
Veronica Jacobson Fenton ’86
vfenton@prodigy.net
APAC regional chair
Cape Cod Club
Eileen Bergquist ’85
ebergquist@hotmail.com

Sandy Marshall ’57 
svm@gis.net
Club coordinators
Lexington-Winchester Club
Sharon DeLeskey ’95
sharon-josh@comcast.net

Andrea Tobey Jeffrey ’72
atjeffrey@aol.com
Club coordinators
Merrimack Valley
Heather K. Belson ’94
heatherkbelson@gmail.com
APAC regional chair

Oregon
Josh Moss ’93
joshua.moss@intel.com
Regional contact
Portland
Patricia Mead Wall ’68
wallportco@aol.com
APAC regional chair

Pennsylvania
Philadelphia
Teresa Montano ’84 
Club coordinator
Pittsburgh 
Patrick Tracy ‘95
tracypj@upmc.edu 
Regional contact 

Rhode Island
Kristin Sanna Ferruolo ’89 
kristin_ferruolo@brown.edu
Filene Center liaison

Tennessee
Chattanooga
Milly Rawlings ’76
Milly_rawlings@baylorschool.org
APAC regional chair

Vermont
Barbara Bentley Hooker Blodgett ’66
barbarablodgett@adelphia.net 

Mary Ward Manley ’78
manley@together.net
Club coordinators

Washington, D.C.
Tzeitel Fetter Hirni ’96
thirni@earthlink.net
Club coordinator

Becky Hale ’99
rhale@ngs.org
Filene Center liaison

Washington
Seattle
Beth Award ’91
b_award@yahoo.com
Filene Center liaison

Deb Kreutzer Wintner ’92
dakwintner@hotmail.com
Club coordinator

France/Belgium
Simone Burger Robin ’86
snrobin@club-internet.fr 
Regional contact

Spain
Lynne Friedman ’78
friedman99@terra.es
Regional contact

United Kingdom
Ellen McConville ’84
em4144@hotmail.com
Filene Center liaison

James Ricci ’00
riccipitt@hotmail.com

Claire Richmond ‘87
ClaireRichmond@hotmail.co.uk
Regional contact

Springfield and Hampshire County
Katharine Bride Reed ’83
jreed@samnet.net
APAC regional chair

Minnesota
Twin Cities
Arlys Greenberg Freeman ’81
aryls@brotex.com
APAC regional chair

Missouri
St. Louis
Delta Stokes ’97
deltastokes@hotmail.com

Stephany Roller Mendelsohn ’62
gmend@sbcglobal.net
Regional contacts

New Hampshire
Southeastern Region
Mary Hillyer ’78
mary.hillyer@libertymutual.com 
Club coordinator
Upper Connecticut Valley
Joan Fishman ’67
Joan.R.Fishman@Hitchcock.org
APAC regional chair

New Jersey
Princeton 
Mary Cullens Murdoch ’54 
murdoch4@aol.com
Club coordinator

Marty Chilson Akers ’64
Co-chairperson
Northern New Jersey
Melanie A. Mark ’81
mmark90436@aol.com
APAC regional chair

New Mexico
Susan Suss ’78
Susanjsuss@aol.com
Regional contact

New York
New York City
Renee Mangalo ’91
renee_mangalo@ace-ina.com
Filene Center liaison
Rochester
Mary Clute Lyon ’44
maryclyon@yahoo.com
Regional contact
Westchester County
Cheryl Palmerini ’00
cseitles@hotmail.com
National APAC chair

Ohio
Dayton/Cincinnati
Marc Relthford ’97
marc@marcusrelthford.com
Regional contact
Cleveland
Sally Chisholm ’58
Regional contact

WheAton CLuBS, reGionAL ContACtS AnD FiLene Center LiAiSonS
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By Brittany A. Krupica ’06

Finland is truly one of Earth’s most glorious places. With its 

stunning landscape, crystal-clear lake regions and thousands 

of miles of forests, the country is a particularly pertinent 

location to study international environmental law and 

diplomacy. 

Last August I 

traveled to the 

Northern Karelia 

Region of Finland 

to study at the 

University of 

Joensuu. Situated 

just a few miles 

west of the Russian 

border and a few 

hours south of 

Lapland, Joensuu 

encompassed 

the warmth and 

gracefulness of 

Finnish culture 

and tradition. As a 

participant in the 

United Nations 

Environment 

Programme (UNEP) 

course on International Environmental Law and Diplomacy, 

I joined 30 other government officials, diplomats and UN 

officials to better understand how the delicate art of negotia-

tion is applied to environmental management.

As the only undergraduate (an independent major in 

global ecological justice and French studies) and the only 

representative of the United States in the program, I was 

thrilled to be there. Such a comparative program in the field 

of international environmental law and policy serves as a 

perfect pedagogy for my career aspirations in the field of 

law. I heard lectures from international figures in the field of 

international environmental law, multilateral environmental 

agreements and compliance, and forest management policy, 

Brittany A. Krupica in Finland’s Koli National Park, overlooking the Karelian Lake region 
near the Russian border.

Diplomacy in an agreeable setting

the special topic of our two-week course. 

Eighty percent of Finland is covered by forest, and forestry 

is a major national industry. We traveled to several northern 

regions of the country to directly examine forest manage-

ment practices in Finland, Russia and Estonia. I was particu-

larly impressed 

by our visits to 

the Mekrijärvi 

Research Station, 

as well as to the 

Finnish National 

Forest Research 

Institute and the 

Koli National 

Park, all of which 

are located in 

desolate, north-

ern regions of 

the world, with 

breathtaking 

scenery and views 

I thought existed 

only in heaven. 

Having the 

once-in-a-life-

time opportunity 

to interact and 

be among some of the world’s finest and most intellectually 

diverse environmental leaders and scholars was truly amazing, 

most especially for a young, aspiring environmental law lead-

er. My experience in Finland proved to be perhaps one of the 

most intellectually enriching and culturally vivid experiences I 

have ever had. The invaluable knowledge and contacts I have 

made within the global network of environmental law has and 

continues to be a driving force for my passion in wanting to 

fulfill my dreams of pursuing a career in global humanitarian 

and environmental policy work and research. Q  

Brittany A. Krupica ’06, a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar for 
2006-07, will pursue graduate study at the University of 
Cambridge for environmental law and policy in the fall.



Summer 2006  65

Sept. 29-30

Alumnae/i Leadership Conference

Alumnae/i Association Fall Celebration

Special dinners and receptions

Athletics pep rally and bonfire

Live entertainment

Alumnae/i and varsity sports

Homecoming picnic

Book reading by Elaine M. Brown ’77,  
author of the forthcoming novel  
Playing by the Rules

Loser Concert, featuring the  
Borromeo String Quartet

And much more!

Watch for your invitation  
in the mail, or visit  
www.wheatoncollege.edu  
this summer for more details

Homecoming 2006



800-896-3145 (option 2) 
www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum/giving
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Office of Alumnae/i Relations and Annual Giving
Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Nor ton, MA 02766

Investing in  
our future

These are the faces of scholarship at Wheaton. Not all of them, of course, since more than 60 percent of Wheaton’s 1,550 

students receive financial aid to make their college dreams a little easier to realize.

If you don’t think your gift makes a difference, just ask Alex Dewar ’06. A Davis Fellowship to Uganda gave him the 

opportunity to found a nursery school; next year he goes to Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar. Or how about Aspen James ’06, 

whose Dolores Maddocks Sayles Class of 1928 Scholarship allowed her to pursue economics and leadership positions in 

residential life? What about Noah Burch ’09, recipient of the Agnes M. Lindsay Annual Fund Scholarship? A history major 

from Damariscotta, Maine, Burch hopes to make history come alive for the budding historians in the Class of, say, 2020.

Wheaton’s scholarship packages are dependent on your generosity. By easing even a portion of the debt our students 

carry with them after Commencement Day, we tell the world that a Wheaton education is worth every penny. Make your 

gift today at www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum.




