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Math program great model
I just received the spring Quarterly and was happy to 
read the “Women in Math” story on page 25. I am a 
1959 alum who was a math major and had my career 
in computing technology fields at AT&T/Bell Labs. Now 
retired, I am active in my local American Association 
of University Women (AAUW) branch. We are in the 
beginning stages of defining a Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) program for local 
students at some level. The Wheaton program looks 
like an excellent one at the college and graduate level. 
I plan to share this article with my other AAUW board 
members. 

—Laura White Noll ’59 

Cover brings back memories
Thank you for including all of the Quarterly covers in 
the online version of the spring issue of the magazine. 
The fall 2005 cover is a very special one for me. It 
featured a photo of me during Commencement wearing 
my cardboard creation of New York’s Twin Towers on 
my mortar board.

I was a freshman when the 9/11 terrorists attacks oc-
curred in 2001. I grew up four blocks from the towers, 
and my cousin worked on the 78th floor of tower No. 2. 
When the first plane hit, I was watching the news in my 
dorm room in McIntire. After the first building was hit, 
I was able to briefly speak to my mom. She was calm. 
When the second plane hit, I called her back, and she 
was screaming, “Go to the dean. Go to the dean.” And, 
then I didn’t hear from her, or anyone in my family, for 

the next three days. 
As a freshman, I had no 

idea who the dean was, or 
where Park Hall was, or 
anything. My poor resident 
advisor had no idea what 
to do but took me to Dean 
Sue, whom I stayed with un-
til I heard from my parents. 

I just felt like my world 
was ending. It was a gor-
geous day, and I sat on the 

edge of the Dimple, cried and prayed. Somehow, some-
one found a Boston Red Cross hazmat unit leaving from 
Boston going to New York that was willing to take me 
there. I was about to go, when amazingly, my parents 
called. They had been evacuated. The apartment was 
badly damaged, but they had gotten out in time. 

I went back to New York on September 16. Wheaton 
allowed me to stay there and help at Ground Zero, 
which I did for the majority of September, and every 
weekend in October, all the way through January. 

It was a total fluke that I was on the cover. I’m sure 
whoever took the photo, or picked it for the cover, had 
no idea how significant Commencement was for me, 
given my start at Wheaton. To me, it was proof that 
“hey, girl—you did it! You made it four years, even with 
such a horrific beginning. You made it out, and on top.” 

So I do all that I can for Wheaton, to this day, because 
of those first few weeks. I am still close to Dean Sue, and 
cannot say enough about the college. And, I still have 
that mortar board. It sits right in front of my diploma. 

—Aria Grillo ’05 

BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

BETWEEN  THE LINES

The F-word
Confession time:
I have lost and regained 75 pounds—twice.

I can tell you how many Weight Watchers points in anything, 
anything—even the points in air.

I know by heart the list of acceptable foods for Phase One of the 
South Beach Diet. Sadly, potato chips are not on it.

At my own commencement, my grandmother offered me a pep-
permint from her pocketbook and my mother balked in a loud whis-
per, “Don’t give her any candy! Look at her!” (Sorry, Mom; hope 
you’re not reading this. Thanks for not calling me fat.)

Let’s just say that I know a lot about not being the ideal weight 
and continually trying to remedy the situation. I prefer to think of 
myself as diva-size, by the way. 

I’ve become obsessed with reading anything weight-related, espe-
cially when the stories come with headlines like a recent one in the 
Boston Globe: “Can chocolate help you lose weight? Study says yes, 
but evidence is uncertain.” (I’m willing to volunteer to help gather 
more evidence on that one.)

So, I have been especially interested in the research of Associate 
Professor of Psychology Michael Berg. His main area of scholarly 

work revolves around anti-fat stereotypes and prejudice. In this 
issue of the Quarterly, he writes about the ongoing research that he 
and his students are conducting examining the impact of attitudes 
about obesity. He offers an intriguing take on how the country is 
approaching the war against obesity and how attitudes influence 
policies that can either be helpful or harmful in the battle. 

He doesn’t claim to have all the answers. But what is important is 
that he’s searching for them and along the way is giving us some-
thing to think about.

Also in this issue of the magazine is a feature story about three 
young men who met at Wheaton and parlayed their friendship, 
college connections, education and talent into a business venture in 
which they are working together to produce and direct web series, 
commercials and videos.

And, be sure to check out the progress on the Campaign for 
Wheaton in the Go Beyond section. Q

LETTERS

@wheaton

What’s on 
your mind?
The Quarterly welcomes letters 
to the editor on topics you’ve 
read in these pages or on other 
topics concerning the Wheaton 
community. Please address your 
letters to: 

Sandy Coleman, editor,  
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College  
26 E. Main St.  
Norton, MA 02766

You can also e-mail us:  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

Stay connected:
/WheatonCollege
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CONVERGENCE
BY RONALD A. CRUTCHER, PRESIDENT

The network effect
In April, I spoke at a conference at Lafayette College 
titled “The Future of the Liberal Arts College in America 
and Its Leadership Role in Education Around the 
World.” More than 200 administrators, including 50 
college presidents, turned up for the gathering.

The inspiration for the conference can 
be summed up in one word: anxiety. These 
are difficult days for liberal arts colleges. As 
a group we face significant challenges in 
demonstrating the value of the education 
we offer to an increasingly skeptical public, 
addressing the rising cost of attendance at 
our institutions and incorporating technol-
ogy in ways that improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of our programs.

The conversation was interesting on many 
levels. However, I was puzzled by one 
notable omission: any sustained discus-
sion of the role of alumnae and alumni in 
helping liberal arts colleges to innovate 
while remaining true to our core principles. 
That idea did not receive much attention 
during the conference. And yet it seems so 
obvious: no one understands the value of 
the liberal arts better than those individuals 
whose lives have been changed by the rigor-
ous and broad-based study that is 
the hallmark of this approach. The 
graduates of liberal arts institutions 
are persuasive ambassadors and 
wise advisors.

Fortunately for Wheaton, our 
alumnae/i already understand 
and act upon this truth. Our 
partnership with the Posse 
Foundation began with the 
suggestion of Wheaton 
alumna and Trustee Emerita 
Patricia Higgins Arnold ’66, 
who learned about the 
foundation and immedi-
ately recognized how its 
goals complemented 

Wheaton’s objectives. Similarly, the inter-
est and encouragement of alumnae/i, 
particularly Sukey Nichols Wagner ’56 and 
Diana Davis Spencer ’60, helped to drive 
the expansion of Wheaton’s global studies 
programs.

The interest of alumnae/i spans many 
areas. Early this year, the college considered 
the idea of charging students differential 
housing rates for various types of housing. 
The college’s graduates, as well as our 
current students, spoke 
out with passion and 
clarity on the impor-
tance of Wheaton’s 
egalitarian 
housing pol-
icy and the 
contribution 
it makes to 

sustaining our collaborative and inclusive 
campus culture. We listened; we changed 
course, and a number of alumnae/i have 
stepped forward with pledges to increase 
their philanthropic support for the college 

out of their recognition of 
Wheaton’s need for increased 
revenue.

This is not unusual. The 
Wheaton College Alumnae/i 
Association has been excep-
tionally strategic and effective 
in developing programs that 
address both the interests of 
graduates to contribute their 
expertise and the career coun-
seling needs of current students. 

The revitalization of the college’s 
network of alumnae/i who are willing to 
provide career advice to students—whether 
it be through participation in a one-hour 
workshop, an occasional telephone call 
or frequent interactions with a student—
demonstrates powerfully the connection 
between the liberal arts and myriad careers.

Wheaton and all liberal arts colleges face 
significant challenges in ensuring access to 
high-quality education and in demonstrating 
relevance to an increasingly skeptical public. 
Wheaton alumnae/i—through their interest, 
energy and expertise—are vital to strength-
ening their alma mater for the long term 
without changing our core values. Q

DAVID LAFERRIERE

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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AROUND THE DIMPLE 

Dear Class of 2012: 
Before you go, 
some advice 
from alums

It’s OK and probably a good thing to land a job that 
is not your “dream” job right out of school.

Be prepared to be more independent.

Don’t hesitate when an opportunity is given to 
you; it may change your ideas and lead you to a more 
fulfilling life journey.

If you live/work in a major city, make sure to have 
quarters for laundry.

Student loan payments start six months after 
graduation, and depending on your debt, these can 
play a major factor in income.

Learn to adjust; you will be immersed in an 
environment with people from different backgrounds 
and opinions, and you will need to balance your 
thoughts to work in this new setting.

Make a list of every conceivable expense that 
is part of apartment living before you sign a 
lease. It’s the little expenses that 
one forgets—they add up. 

Get good credit and 
protect it.

A kind, outgoing and generous temperament 
is more important to an employer than multiple 
academic degrees.

Don’t be afraid to address difficult employment 
situations in which an employer is discriminating or 
being gender-biased.

As soon as you begin to earn a steady paycheck, 
establish a safety-net savings account. 

Beware of what you post on Facebook; it’s all fun 
and games until your boss finds photos of you in a 
bathing suit on the day you were too sick to work. 

Make and keep connections; you never know 
when an old friend/co-worker/boss can help you land 
a new job.

Coupons, coupons, coupons…never pay full 
price; you have student loans to pay back. 

Trust your gut. Whether it’s about relationships, 
employment or setting goals, listen to your gut and 
heed the “uh-oh” message. And equally trust your gut 
when you know you can do something, even if others 
aren’t convinced.

Know how to swim.

Know how to unplug a toilet.

Know how to change a fuse (and know where the 
gas main is and how to shut it off).

Know how to do your own taxes (or at least what 
documents/information you need to supply).

Know that your tuition didn’t pay for 100 percent 
of your Wheaton education and that part of the social 
contract is to contribute to the Wheaton Fund every year.

Know how to listen.

Know that integrity is something only you can give 
away; no one can take it; and that when all else has 
been lost, it can be an enormous comfort.

Know that doing work that interests you is more 
important than work that pays well.

Know how to say no.

Come back to campus as often as you can! 
Wheaton will have your back forever. Q

Wisdom courtesy of Roslyn ”Roz” Cartwright 
Edwards ’85, Sarah Lenes ’05, Joseph Lee ’08, 
Jane Martin ’74, Veronica “Roni” Jacobson 
Fenton ’86, Heather Ceccarelli Porter ’97, 
Jennifer Curran ’89, Erica McLean Helm 

’91, Elisabeth Stitt ’88, Christopher 
Wilbur ’05. Email us your advice at 

quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
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Examining ways to improve health care
In the United States, traumatic brain injury is a leading 
cause of injury-related deaths. Sedra Davis ’14 and Claudia 
D’Adamo ’13, along with Assistant Professor of Computer 
Science Tom Armstrong, are hoping to change that. 
Through the use of technology, they are working to improve 
the chances for recovery in critically injured patients.

The three are examining vital-signs data to 
find common patterns across patients. These 
patterns will be used to alert health care 
providers about the need for medical inter-
vention and to predict patient outcomes. 

“Computing is changing the way that 
other disciplines approach asking and 
answering questions,” says Armstrong. 
“Opportunities like this provide experiences 
that will be useful regardless of the path 
Sedra and Claudia choose: graduate educa-
tion, professional education, or industry.”

D’Adamo, a psychology and computer 
science double major, is helping to develop 
algorithms that will provide continuous 
patient assessment. “This is similar to a doc-
tor never leaving a bedside,” she says. Using 
these algorithms and data from patients, 
“we’ll be able to predict and prevent unfa-
vorable outcomes in future patients.” 

Davis, a studio arts major and public 
health minor, is learning to think about 
computational approaches to big data prob-
lems. An interest in medicine led her to the 
project. “I thought this was a great behind-
the-scenes learning experience that would 
build the skills medical schools seek.” 

The study, which began last fall and will 
continue through the summer, is funded 
by a grant from the Computing Research 
Association’s Committee on the Status of 
Women in Computing Research and the 
Coalition to Diversify Computing. Davis and 
D’Adamo are collaborating with students 
and faculty from the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County, and medical staff from the 
State of Maryland’s Shock Trauma Center.

“This research will contribute to 
innovations in medical informatics that will 
make processes more efficient and effective,” 

says Davis, a Posse Scholar. For example, 
the algorithms will help predict the need for 
highly invasive procedures, like emergency 
decompressive craniectomies, says 
Armstrong. These procedures, which remove 
part of the skull to allow room for a swelling 
brain, are risky. But they are highly effective 
in reducing pressure in the skull, which can 
restrict blood flow and lead to death.

Both students say they are learning a great 
deal as they work on this project.

D’Adamo, who is interested in human-
computer interaction, says she is gaining 
valuable information about medical infor-
matics. “It’s introducing me to a new type 
of data to analyze and a more collaborative 
type of research environment,” she says. “I 
wouldn’t have received the research experi-
ence I’ve had here anywhere else.”

And, Davis adds: “With assistance 
from Claudia and Tom, I am now learning 
computer languages and concepts that are 
the core of technological innovations. This 
project has shown me that computer science 
can be really multidisciplinary. It can be 
applied to all fields of work. Being an art 
major, I find it intriguing that I can use com-
puting platforms to visualize data results in a 
comprehensive and dynamic way.” Q

—Mary Howard ’85

K
EI

TH
 N

O
R

D
ST

R
O

M

Sedra Davis ’14 and Claudia D’Adamo ’13 are working with doctors, scientists and other students to research computational approaches to using vital-signs data to 
improve patient care.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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A minute with… 
Jenny Brum ’12
Jenny Brum, a theatre studies and dance 
major, took a nontraditional route to study 
abroad and gained a great perspective on 
the world. Insightful seeing: “I lived on 
a 25,000-ton ship with about 600 other 
college students from around the country 
and around the world. The program is 
called Semester at Sea. We spent three 
and a half months circling the globe, 
stopping in 12 countries along the way. 
We set sail from Nassau, Bahamas, and 
made port in Roseau, Dominica; Manaus, 
Brazil; Takoradi, Ghana; Cape Town, South 
Africa; Port Louis, Mauritius; Chennai, 
India; Singapore; Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam; Hong Kong, Beijing/Shanghai 
China; Taipei, Taiwan. We had classes 
while the ship was in transit and then had 
the opportunity to travel in port with our 
professors, seeing firsthand the topics 
we were learning about. For example, I 
took an ‘Abnormal Psychology’ class and 
went with my classmates to volunteer 
at mental health facilities in a number 
of the countries we visited. In addition 
to academic experiences, I had the 
opportunity to swim with wild dolphins 
in the Rio Negro, go on safari in Africa, 
hold a snake in Vietnam, and hike along 
the Great Wall of China. Additionally, 
while on the ship I had the chance to live 
with students and professors from all over 
the world. The experience of 
traveling to so many places 
and living on the ship in 

such a diverse community gave me an 
enormously increased global perspective. 
Instead of spending a full semester in one 
location and soaking up a single other 
culture, I got to experience several of the 
world’s vastly different cultures. Semester 
at Sea gave me a firsthand understanding 
of how the different countries of the world 
connect and compare. A huge emphasis 

of the curriculum was 
on the process 

of globalization and how it is shaping the 
world. The nature of the program also 
allowed me to form the kind of strong 
and deep friendships that only travel can 
produce.” Going with the flow: “I am very 
grateful for my time at Wheaton. I think it 
is a testament to the college that they were 
able to work with me so that I could do 
a program like Semester at Sea. It is not 
a Wheaton program, so the college and I 
had to do a lot of work looking into it and 
making sure that my academics and safety 
would meet Wheaton standards. I love that 
Wheaton is so student-oriented and willing 
to help students do what they love. I have 

encountered this kind of flexibility and 
understanding time and time again 
here.” Q

6 WHEATON QUARTERLY
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Law practice
Students take on constitutional questions in mock court competition

Imagine that a professor at a publicly funded 
law school facilitates a chatroom conversa-
tion that leads to a plot to assassinate the 
president of the United States. His arrest 
and subsequent conviction raise compelling 
constitutional questions.

First, was his Fourth Amendment right 
against unreasonable searches and seizures 
violated when the Internet provider turned 
over the chatroom conversations without his 
consent? Second, does the First Amendment 
protect speech that threatens the life of the 
president?

These were the questions debated last 
November at an intercollegiate moot court 
tournament, where a pair of Wheaton students 
qualified for the nationals and another won an 
individual speaker award. With the guidance 
of Jenna Lukasik, assistant professor of political 
science, students formed the Wheaton moot 
court club in September. The regional contest 
was their first competitive foray.

During a moot court session, participants 
present oral arguments in mock Supreme 
Court trials. The Wheaton club sent three 
teams to compete against 45 others at the 
Eastern Regional Tournament of the American 

Collegiate Moot Court Association, held at 
Fitchburg State University on November 18 
and 19. Brian Jencunas ’14 placed fifth overall 
for his individual arguments, while the team 
of Kristin Mulvey ’14 and Matthew Ossiander 
’12 earned a trip to the national tournament 
in Orange, Calif., in January.

Each team that competes in a tournament 
must prepare and present both sides of the 
case, Mulvey says. The mock litigators are 
judged not only on the strength of their 
arguments and their responses to judges’ 
questions, but also on forensic skills such as 
pace, body language and eye contact.

Mulvey, who participated in debate 
and mock trials in high school, says she 
has always wanted to be a lawyer, but at 
Wheaton she has gravitated toward theater 
and history, which is her passion.

“I love moot court, because you have to 
know previous cases and use precedents 
and the Constitution to determine what is 
right in our modern-day society,” she says. 
“I think it shows how important history is in 
our everyday lives.” 

Ossiander, an art history major, says he got 
involved with the club because he has always 

enjoyed learning about the Supreme Court. 
“When I saw one of the campus flyers pro-
moting the club, I jumped on the opportunity 
to try something new my senior year,” he says. 
“For me, it is fun in the geekiest way possible.”

To prepare for the regional competi-
tion, the students met once a week with 
Lukasik and also did a dry run on campus 
for Constitution Day in September. Judges at 
that event included Provost Linda Eisenmann 
and Stephen Ostrach, a trial court justice. 

For the national competition, Ossiander 
and Mulvey met with Lukasik via Skype 
to prepare their arguments and outlines, 
Ossiander says. “Kristin and I continued to 
practice for several hours a day at the compe-
tition, bouncing feedback off one another.”

Although they competed against more 
experienced students, including some who had 
completed upper-level courses in moot court, 
the Wheaton team won one of its rounds.

“The national competition was a great 
experience,” says Ossiander. “Besides, who 
wouldn’t want to jet to Southern California 
for a few days in January?”

No debate there. Q

—Hannah Benoit
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 Matthew Ossiander ’12, Kristin Mulvey ’14 and Brian Jencunas ’14
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History major combs 
through correspondence 
for clues to the past
John Winthrop’s name is famously synonymous with the 
Puritans who founded the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
But a wide-ranging research project by Jacob Pomerantz 
’12 shows the Pilgrim father’s influence on the British 
colonies was felt far from Plymouth Plantation.

Pomerantz spent two semesters last year in 
Wheaton’s library poring over archival letters 
sent and received by Winthrop, his sons and 
their associates, piecing together how they 
spread their wings from Massachusetts to 
Connecticut, the Caribbean, and England—
and the vital role played by written correspon-
dence in connecting their distant societies. 

“Within one generation, the Winthrop 
family went from being an unremarkable 
Puritan family living in England to a family 
that spanned the globe,” says Pomerantz, a 

history major who grew up in New Jersey. 
“The Winthrops were not just founders of 
Massachusetts, but also participants in the 
development of a much broader English 
Atlantic world.”

Assistant Professor of History Yuen-Gen 
Liang, who has been a mentor to Pomerantz 
since sophomore year, points out that 
Pomerantz’s research is of interest to a 
general audience because “it reveals the 
interconnections between different regions 
of the Atlantic world in the 17th century, and 

that globalization and the resulting interac-
tion between diverse peoples and communi-
ties long predated our age of globalization 
today.

“Jake’s work builds on those of recent 
scholars, to explain how these individuals 
emerged and helped shape an early global-
ized world. This helps broaden our study of 
early America and early Americans to include 

8 WHEATON QUARTERLY



Magazine turns to Crutcher for comments on education

When it comes to higher education, public 
debate these days often starts with the 
question of whether college is worthwhile. 
And the measuring stick most often 
used is whether graduates get jobs after 
commencement.

In that conversation, programs with a 
strong occupational focus get most of the ap-
proval from the news media and politicians.

The Boston Globe Sunday Magazine 
tackled the subject in a big way, devoting 
the issue to a collection of stories on the 
topic. The lead article quoted President 
Ronald A. Crutcher, who spoke up for the 
value of the liberal arts.

In the end, he said, employers largely 
want what schools like Wheaton already 
teach, although he admits “it sometimes 
gets lost in translation.” He pointed out 

that Bureau of Labor Statistics research 
suggests that students graduating this year 
will have held more than 10 different jobs 
by the time they’re 38. “The truth is, things 
are changing so rapidly that, to thrive, you 
have to be an agile learner,” he said. “You 
have to be able to think critically, and nar-
row training for a specific job doesn’t do 
that. If you’re not focusing on those other 
knowledge-based skills, you’re going to be 
doomed to entry-level jobs.”

The subject is not new to Crutcher, who 
is the co-chair of a national campaign 
championing the importance of liberal arts 
education and a frequent commentator 
on the practical power of a liberal arts edu-
cation. The liberal arts, he says, drive career 
success as well as intellectual satisfaction 
and civic welfare.

Globe and Post note student’s experiment

Could there be a connection 
between the formation of a 
snowflake and the formation of 
a galaxy? Emerald Bresnahan ’15 
posited such when she wrote a 
paper for her astronomy course 
with Professor Tim Barker. From 
there she developed an experi-
ment that was chosen as one of 60 finalists 
(and then, one of three finalists) from more 
than 2,000 entries in the YouTube Space 
Lab competition. The contest offered two 
winners a chance to have their experiments 
performed at the International Space Station. 
    Bresnahan was featured in articles in the 
Boston Globe, Washington Post and Sun 

Chronicle (Attleboro, Mass.).
“In an experiment proposal 

she submitted to YouTube as 
part of its Space Lab competi-
tion, Bresnahan said that galax-
ies form similarly to how snow-
flakes form from the inside out,” 
the Washington Post article 

noted. “She believes to have found possible 
evidence that the hexagonal formation of 
a snowflake relates to other aspects of the 
universe—a shape that’s also seen on the 
north pole of Saturn.”

Bresnahan also pointed out in the article 
that she received excellent feedback and 
support from Professor Barker.

Associated Press seeks Professor Kricher’s expertise

The ongoing construction work for the 
historic expansion of the Panama Canal is 
changing evolutionary biologists’ under-
standing of the evolution of species in 
the New World. Workers recently uncov-
ered the fossils of camels, Aguascalientia 
panamaensis and Aguascalientia minuta, 
animals with a long snout that roamed the 
tropical rainforests of the isthmus some 20 
million years ago.

 An Associated Press writer turned to 
Professor of Biology John Kricher as one 

of several experts to offer perspective on 
the find. The story was published by news 
media across the country, including ABC 
News, the Huffington Post, and regional 
news outlets from Atlanta to Seattle.

“It’s prett unusual to find camel remains 
that age at that place,” said Kricher, who 
specializes in tropical ecology and is not 
affiliated with the project. “It certainly is 
a significant find by any measure. And it 
rewrites something of mammalian deep-
time history.” Q

a richer geographic, social, cultural, and 
racial-ethnic context of the Atlantic world.”

The senior’s research also highlights the 
collaborative nature of Wheaton’s academic 
departments, notes Assistant Professor 
of Art History Touba Ghadessi, who also 
helped the student refine his research paper. 
Ghadessi, who co-organized the New 
England Renaissance Conference last fall 
with Professor Liang, invited Pomerantz to 
present his research as the keynote speaker 
for a student-organized conference that was 
modeled on the main conference.

 “All of the continued support from 
various professors this student had over 
two years in pushing his research forward 
from idea to final form was essential,” said 
Ghadessi. “This is precisely what is fantastic 
about Wheaton: Because we truly believe in 
a liberal arts education that promotes varied 
intellectual vectors, we, as faculty, work 
together to make the experience true for 
students as well.”

Pomerantz originally got an idea to exam-
ine the role of the American colonies during 
the English Civil War while taking a seminar 
taught by Professor Dana Polanichka. Then, 
Professor John Bezis-Selfa directed him to the 
Winthrop family’s letters and the story they 
told. Eventually Liang suggested Pomerantz 
spend another semester expanding and refin-
ing his original paper. So Pomerantz dove 
back into the archives, this time focusing 
more closely on John Winthrop’s children.

“Reading the letters themselves, as well 
as researching what other historians have 
written about the Winthrops, opened up a 
whole new world for me,” Pomerantz says. 
“It was challenging and frustrating at times, 
but the reward of being able to produce my 
own history was absolutely worth it.”

He plans to use his paper as a writing 
sample when applying to graduate schools 
to continue his study of history. He says he’s 
grateful for the guidance provided by Liang 
and his other professors. “For me, being able 
to work with professors that take a real inter-
est in your work and academic development 
is what makes Wheaton such a unique and 
rewarding school.” Q

—Ted Nesi ’07 
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National Science Foundation 
grant supports physics and 
chemistry research
Wheaton has won a National Science Foundation 
grant to acquire a cutting-edge laser system that will 
advance the research of three Wheaton scientists and 
their students.

The $255,865 grant from NSF’s Major Research 
Instrumentation Program will finance the purchase of 
a tunable laser and auxiliary equipment to support 
the work of chemistry professor Thandi Buthelezi and 
physics professors John Collins and Xuesheng 
Chen. The instrumentation will foster Wheaton’s 
interdisciplinary curriculum and promote interactions 
among science departments.

A tunable laser can emit 
at a wide variety of colors, 
or wavelengths, and the 
ability to control and vary 
the wavelength makes 
this instrument a powerful 
research tool. 

For instance, Collins 
will use the laser system to 
investigate new phosphor 
materials that could 
improve the efficiency and 
environmental friendliness 
of lighting. (A phosphor is a substance that 
exhibits luminescence when hit with certain 
light wavelengths.) Standard incandescent 
lamps are only 10 percent efficient, and 
fluorescent lights, only about 30 percent 
efficient. Fluorescent bulbs use ultraviolet 
light that shoots through a mercury gas and 
hits the phosphor, which re-emits white 
light. Now that new lighting technologies 
avoid the use of toxic mercury, there is 
a need for alternative light sources and 
phosphors. The challenge is to develop 
phosphors that can, for example, absorb 
a blue laser beam and emit a warm, white 
light at high efficiency.

“When I’m studying a new material, we 
don’t know exactly where [on the spectrum] 
it’s going to absorb and where it’s not,” 
Collins explains, “so it’s necessary to have a 
tunable light source. Also, this is a so-called 
pulsed laser, so it gives off light in a very 
short time, and I can study not only what 
comes out of the laser, but also how long it 
takes to come out. That gives information 
on the processes that are going on inside the 
material, so I can understand the physics.”

Buthelezi will use the new instrument in 
her investigations of host/guest interactions 
of photochromic molecules, which change 
color reversibly when exposed to light or 

heat. These molecules will include spiropy-
rans that could potentially be used for the 
development of molecular-based nanother-
mometers, which can measure temperatures 
in materials as small as a single living cell 
or a dewdrop. Her work also has potential 
applications to technologies such as photo-
imaging, noninvasive drug delivery and 
optical switching.

Chen conducts optical studies on trans-
parent ceramic materials, which are used in 
laser technology in place of more expensive 
crystals. For several years, Chen has collabo-
rated with industry leader Boston Applied 
Technologies on the research and devel-
opment of these materials. With the new 
laser system, she will further this research, 
focusing on infrared-to-visible upconversion 
light emission, on finding effective excita-
tion wavelengths to produce efficient light 
output, and on studying the physical mecha-
nisms that are involved.

Wheaton students are engaged in every 
step of these research projects. Students 
will learn how to use this sophisticated laser 

instrument, acquiring skills 
that will give them an ad-
vantage in graduate school 
and in the workplace.

The laser instrument will 
be central to three existing 
lab courses—“Quantum 
Chemistry,” “Modern Physics 
II” and “Experimental 
Physics.” Collins and 
Buthelezi will also develop 
and co-teach a new course 
that crosses disciplines.  

“We’re getting together to offer a course 
about the workings of biological materials 
from a physicist’s and a chemist’s point of 
view,” says Collins. “There are new tools 
coming out to study nanoparticles, they’re 
using lasers to figure out protein folding, and 
they’re developing subcellular surgery” that’s 
performed with a laser microbeam or “opti-
cal scissors.”

The walls between scientific disciplines 
are breaking down, he says, and tomorrow’s 
scientists will need expertise in many over-
lapping fields to effectively investigate new 
scientific questions. Q

—Hannah Benoit

Chemistry professor Thandi Buthelezi, physics professors John Collins and Xuesheng Chen
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Professor Edmund Tong retires
In his 39 years at Wheaton, Professor of 
Biology Edmund Tong has developed inno-
vative teaching programs, trained numerous 
students in his lab, and received impressive 
grants from the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) and others. 

This spring, he plans to retire. As he 
leaves, his legacy of inspired research 
continues through an impressive list of 
biology alumnae/i who sing his praises. 
During Commencement/Reunion Weekend, 
he will receive the newly established 
Heather J. Corbett ’86 Faculty/Staff Unsung 
Hero Award, which is based on nominations 
and is presented to a faculty or staff member 
who has made a significant contribution to 
community, career or volunteer service to 
Wheaton. 

A favored professor, he has a reputation 
for being a mentor who is as interested in 
his students’ well-being as he is in their aca-
demic growth. “There were so many times 
that I went to his office in search of advice 
because I knew that he always had the most 
thoughtful insights,” says Kyle Glass ’11, who 
did his senior thesis with Tong.

“One of his best attributes was the way he 
guided and pushed us to do as much as we 
could. He always had the utmost confidence 
in us,” says April Greene-Colozzi ’09, a 
senior research technician at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute. She began her work with 

Tong as a sophomore and, before she 
graduated, authored an academic paper 
with her professor.

Tong began his career at Wheaton in 1973 
after earning his Ph.D. from the University 
of Wisconsin, Madison. “I was highly 
impressed with the college when I came for 
my interview,” he says.

At Wheaton, the bulk of his research has 
been focused on angiogenesis, the growth 
of new blood vessels, which has significant 
importance in the treatment of cancer and 
heart disease and in wound healing. He 
began this work in 1984 after receiving a 
pilot grant from the NIH. Over the years, 
Tong has trained close to 100 students in his 
angiogenesis research lab, nicknaming his 
student researchers “the A Team.” 

In the mid-’90s, Tong started to investigate 
the effect of hydroxyoctadecadienoic acids 
on blood vessel growth. Tumors need blood 
to grow, and without angiogenesis, they will 
die, says Tong. The preliminary data from 
this research helped Tong obtain an NIH 
Academic Research Enhancement Award 
grant from the National Cancer Institute.

His innovative teaching style includes 
using the television show “ER” to teach 
physiology. “Students studied one patient 
case each week from the show,” he says. 
He also started a service-learning program 
at Sturdy Memorial Hospital in Attleboro, 
Mass., where students shadow doctors in 

the emergency room and other departments.
Of his many accomplishments, Tong is 

especially pleased with the Staircase Plan, a 
math and science curriculum he developed 
that combines existing First-Year Seminars 
and junior-year internships with a new 
feature, second-year short lab projects. 
The plan culminates with a student-faculty 
research project. “The mission behind the 
plan is to better prepare students for graduate 
and professional programs,” he says.

The plan received two large equipment 
grants from the Sherman/Fairchild and 
Kresge Foundations.

Tong is also proud to have a connection 
to Connections. His 2000 NSF proposal, 
“The Connections Plan,” examined ways to 
bridge the gap between math and science 
and the other disciplines, and was a starting 
point for Wheaton’s signature curriculum, 
which links courses across academic areas. 

What will he miss most after his retire-
ment? “My students, especially everyone 
who worked in my lab,” he says.

Though he will be retiring, Tong will not 
be leaving the Wheaton community. He 
plans to continue teaching his “Traditional 
Chinese Medicine” and Chinese arts and 
culture courses with Wheaton students in 
the summer. “And I plan to sit in on some 
classes, especially art history and studio art,” 
says Tong, an accomplished painter. 

— Mary Howard ’85
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Professor and poet  
Sue Standing indulges the 
possibilities of language
For the fall dedication of the new Mars Center for Science and 
Technology, Professor of English Sue Standing wrote a poem (inspired 
by a musical composition by Professor Delvyn Case) in honor of the 
building. It was one of the highlights of the opening ceremonies and 
one of the many poems she has written and published over the years. 
A faculty member since 1979, she currently is writer-in-residence 

and coordinator of Wheaton’s 
creative writing program. She 
has published four collections of 
poems and has been featured in 
numerous journals, including the 
Atlantic Monthly, the Harvard 
Review, the Nation, Orion and 
most recently Ploughshares (“Self-
Portrait”). Her short story “Fast 
Sunday” won a 2005 Pushcart 
Prize. She also has won grants 
from the Radcliffe Institute, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, 
and the Fulbright Foundation. The 
Quarterly recently asked her about 
her writing and her research.

What inspired you to write “Ode to Mars” in 
honor of the new science building?

Delvyn Case, in the Music Department, was 
asked to write music for the opening of the 
Mars Center. He asked me if I’d be willing 
to collaborate with him and write the lyrics. 
I love collaborating with composers and 
visual artists, so I jumped at the chance. I 
decided I would write it as a praise poem 
to scientific endeavors, and use a Q-and-A 
structure. I tried to include as many of 
the research and teaching interests of our 
natural science, math and computer science 
faculty as I could. I knew that many of the 
words I included would be hard to sing, 
almost tonguetwisting, but Del’s setting and 
instrumentation was really playful, and the 
Wheaton Chorale, under Tim Harbold, did a 
terrific job, as did all the musicians.

Talk about “Self-Portrait” in Ploughshares. 

The genre of “self-portrait” is more well 
known in painting or photography than in 
poetry, but there are quite a few writers who 
have played with the idea. Just as an artist’s 
self-portrait might be representational or 
abstract or imaginary, a poet’s self-portrait 
doesn’t have to stick to the literal truth, and 
there are many invented details in my poem. 
My twist on the genre is that I structured 
it as a kind of faux tragicomic curriculum 
vitae that goes backward from the present 
moment to birth. 

Tell me about your current research.

I’m writing a series of poems about the 
anonymous itinerant 12th-century sculptor 
called the Master of Cabestany. His work 
can be found in Romanesque churches 
in a band stretching from Catalonia 
through southern France and into Tuscany. 
Romanesque architecture is a passion of 
mine, and I’m hoping to explore that time 
period through these poems. I became 
interested in his sculpture in particular when 
I saw one of his capitals in a small, amazing 
seven-sided church in Rieux-Minervois. 
On a Fulbright grant at the University of 
Toulouse-Le Mirail a few years ago, I was 
able to visit all the places where his work 
is identified. At the same time and in the 
same places that the Master of Cabestany 
was chiseling his marvelous tympanum, 
capitals, and sarcophagi, the Troubadour 

PANORAMA

Ode to Mars
What are we to time and time to us?

Praise lumens, black holes, and cosmic dust.

How can we see the birth of a star?

Praise telescopes, lasers, and strange-
flavored quarks.

How can we decipher the wind?

Praise geodes and magma and gyroscopic 
spin.

What is the music of the spheres?

Praise sine curves, oscilloscopes, and 
artificial ears.

Where is the language of leaf and stone?

Praise reagents, Petri dishes, and fossilized 
bone.

How can we communicate with the ideal?

Praise Fortran, COBOL, Java, and Perl.

Why are birds and dinosaurs?

Praise ornithology, ecology, and vernal pools.

How can we know our destiny?

Praise DNA, dividing cells, and anatomy.

How can we know ourselves, our loves and 
fears?

Praise periodic tables, Pyrex, and 
planispheres.

How can we ponder all these vexations?

Praise scientists’ unanswered questions.
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poets of Languedoc were inventing new  
poetic genres and forms. So I am writing this 
series of poems in some medieval poetry 
forms and genres, such as albas, ballades, 
jeu parti, lais, planhs, rondels, rondelets, 
sestinas, terzanelles and villanelles, which 
trace back to the Master of Cabestany’s time 
and still are in use today. These poems draw 
on my interests in landscape, visual art, 
culture and history.

What first led you to write poetry?

I started writing poems and stories when 
I was in elementary school. The character 
of Jo in Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women 
was a big influence on me. I was always 
reading, even at times I was not supposed 
to be: under my desk at school, squished in 
the car with my siblings, at church with my 
book hidden in the hymnal. I loved to swim 
as well, and I hoped someone would invent 
a device that would make it possible to read 
while swimming.

What do you enjoy most about writing? 

I enjoy the process of translating sensory 
impressions into language—I particularly 
enjoy writing about landscapes and 
visual art. I love working with the sounds 
of language as well, to find the right 
combination of sense and sound that works 
for a particular poem. One challenge is that 
sometimes I like part of a poem I’ve written, 
but can’t seem to revise it well enough so 
that I like the whole poem. I’ve got drawers 
full of partly written poems.

How does being a poet tie into your coursework 
at Wheaton?

My life as a poet and my teaching 
are hard to separate. I introduce my 
students to a wide range of writers and 
writing techniques; I bring other poets to 
campus; and I spend a lot of time outside 
the classroom working with students 
individually to help them revise their writing. 
In turn, their innovation and enthusiasm 
inspire me. I hope my students become 
alive to the possibilities of language, that  
they become fascinated with the process 
of making, as poet William Carlos Williams 
wrote, “a machine made of words.” Q

More online
Read “Self Portrait” and another poem by Professor 
Sue Standing at wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly.

PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS

Faculty
John Miller, professor of economics, coau-
thored the article “Why the United States is 
Not Greece” with Katherine Sciacchitano in 
the January/February issue of Dollars & Sense 
magazine. 

John Kricher, professor of biology, presented 
“Our Changing World” on February 7 at the 
Tucson Audubon Society Fourth Annual Gala. 
He spoke about the concept of balance of 
nature, why it is not true, and how, in a chang-
ing world, conservationists can be effective in 
influencing societal decisions. 

Michael Drout, professor of English, pub-
lished the article “Variation within Limits: An 
Evolutionary Approach to the Structure and 
Dynamics of the Multiform” in Oral Tradition 
(December 2011). 

Vicki Bartolini, professor of education, pre-
sented “Making Learning Visible for Families” 
at Bridgewater State University in October 
2011 and at the In Defense of Childhood: 
Keeping the Joy of Learning Alive conference 
in New York City in March. 

David Wulff, professor of psychology, 
published the 
essay “The 
Evolution of a 
Psychologist 
of Religion” 
in Psychology 
of Religion: 
Autobiographical 
Accounts 
(Springer, 2012). 

Alex Bloom, pro-
fessor of history, 

presented “Media Strategies in Presidential 
Politics, 1968–Present” on Nov. 17, 2011, at 
the Social Science History Association Annual 
Meeting in Boston. He also presented “The 
Writer in the City: New York in the ’50s” on 
March 13 at the Istituto Universitario Orientale 
in Naples, Italy; and “Living in the 1920s: 
Embracing the Modern, Clinging To the Past” 
and “Coping with Disillusion: The American 
Mentality in the 1970s and 1980s” on March 
14 at the Università di Roma Tre in Rome, Italy. 

Francisco Fernandez de Alba, associate 
professor of Hispanic studies, presented “La 
Movida: Máxima emoción, mínima forma” on 
March 16 at the Cervantes Institute in Tel-Aviv, 
Israel. He was invited to lecture on Madrid’s 
cultural movement during the ’80s. The lec-
ture focused on visual artists, mostly painters 
and photographers. 

Shawn Christian, associate professor of 
English, pub-
lished the essay 
“The (New?) 
‘Rap on Race’: 
Historicizing 
Calls for Racial 
Dialogue in the 
Early Years of 
Barack Obama’s 
Presidency” in 
Reading African 
American 
Experiences in 

the Obama Era: Theory, Advocacy, Activism 
(Peter Lang Publishing, 2012). He also 
was chosen to be a Leonard and Louise 
Riggio Fellow to conduct research at Emory 
University’s Manuscripts, Archives, and Rare 
Book Library as part of his scholarly explora-
tion of the artistic collaborations of James 
Baldwin, Langston Hughes and James Weldon 
Johnson. 

Alumnae/i
Elizabeth Garcia ’97 has been promoted to 
shareholder at the law firm of Parker McCay. 
Garcia focuses her practice on labor and 
employment law as well as civil rights and 
government liability. She joined Parker McCay 
as an associate in 2001 and was previously 
promoted to counsel in 2007.  

David Rabinow ’96 had his musical A Brief 
History of the Earth and Everything In It se-
lected as a finalist for the Manhattan Theatre 
Mission’s Festival of New Musicals in New 
York City. 

Christopher Benedetto ’01 coauthored Union 
Soldier of the 
American Civil 
War (Countryman 
Press, 2012), 
an introductory 
guide to the life 
and times of the 
Union War soldier. 
Benedetto has 
been an active 
member of the 
Civil War living 

history community since 1993 as part of the 
Fifth Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers. 

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Getting his 
feet wet
Swimmer headed into the 
classroom to Teach For America

Until he was in fourth grade, 
Devon Best ’12, a Wheaton 
Athletic Mentor, says he was 
considered the problem child 
in the classroom. He wouldn’t 
turn in assignments, and, 
worse than that, “I just didn’t 
care,” he recalls. 

But that all changed with 
one teacher—Ms. Booth. 

“After I forgot my first homework assignment, 
she sat me down and negotiated a ‘plan’ with me. 
If I forgot another assignment, I would stay after 
school to complete it. If I handed in five assign-
ments in a row, I would be off the plan, but if I 
forgot another one I was back on it. About halfway 
through the year I realized I was never off the plan, 
and I confronted her. All she said was, ‘Exactly, 
welcome to life!’… She really taught me the value 
of learning and how success and hard work are 
one and the same. She helped make me the dedi-
cated student I am today.”

Now, Best, a psychology major, is hoping 
to be the same kind of positive influence for 
other young students. He has been selected 
for Teach For America, a select corps of 
college graduates who commit to teaching 
for two years in low-income communities 
across the nation. He will be a math teacher 
at a high school in Jacksonville, Fla.

“Most of my professors at Wheaton, 
especially Professor Bianca Murphy, have 
inspired me to want to become an enthusi-
astic educator who can capture a student’s 
attention,” says Best.

Working as a camp counselor for a few 
summers, he realized that he enjoys the 
challenge of balancing fun with education 
to get the optimal attention from children. 

Competing on the men’s swimming and 
diving team (he holds the record in the 200 
backstroke and the 800 freestyle relay), he 
learned how to presevere and how to work 
in support of others toward a common goal.

This summer he will spend six weeks at a 
Teach For America institute in Chicago training 
to gain more experience in being an effective 
teacher and leader, which will be important for 
his future plan to become a doctor.

“The ability to effectively pass along 
information is an underdeveloped skill in our 
individualistic society. As a physician, I will 
need to educate patients on how to achieve 
and maintain good health. To do this 
effectively, I have to be able to convey the 

importance of the information while making 
sure the information is well understood.”

He has wanted to be a doctor since high 
school, when he faced a multitude of medi-
cal complications, ranging from appendicitis 
to a broken back. “After being a patient for 
so many years, I began to learn a lot about 
medicine. That combined with my passion 
to help others has made me set my sights on 
medical school for some time now.

“Since I have been an athlete most of my 
life and also had the unique opportunity 
to be a research assistant in an orthopedic 
research lab at the University of Arizona this 
past summer, I would like to go into sports 
medicine, specifically surgery.” Q

AMIE ROSENBLUM ‘12
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Miller to be inducted into USTA 
New England Hall of Fame
Longtime women’s and men’s head tennis coach Lynn 
Miller has been selected for induction into the United 
States Tennis Association (USTA) New England Hall 
of Fame at the International Tennis Hall of Fame in 
Newport, R.I. 

The Hall of Fame recognizes tennis play-
ers and nonplayers in New England whose 
achievements as sportsmen or sportswomen 
are worthy of the highest commendation 
and recognition, or whose contributions as 
officials or individuals in a tennis-related 
activity have been outstanding over a signifi-
cant period of time.

Miller has been prominent in the New 
England tennis world for more than 30 
years as a coach, player, teacher and 
camp counselor. Now in her 32nd season 
as the women’s head coach and 22nd as 
men’s head coach at Wheaton, she has 
been named New England Women’s and 
Men’s Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) 
Coach of the Year on the women’s side 
three times (2003, 2009, 2010) and twice 
on the men’s side (2005, 2010). She was 

also named the USTA Coach of the Year in 
2010 and United States Professional Tennis 
Association New England Coach of the 
Year on multiple occasions.

“I was so excited when I opened the letter 
from the USTA indicating that I had been 
selected for induction,” said Miller. “I actu-
ally started to cry when I read the letter. This 
induction means a lot to me and somehow 
makes me feel more ‘validated’ in a way that 
I haven’t felt before. I am extremely appre-
ciative of this honor.”

Miller owns an all-time coaching record 
of 331 –211–2 (.610) in women’s tennis and 
has guided her team to 10 or more wins 
in 21 of her 31 seasons at the helm of the 
program. Year in and year out, Miller also 
sends numerous individuals to compete 
in the NCAA and International Tennis 

Association national tournaments.  
When the college became a 

coeducational institution in 1988, Miller 
added men’s tennis coaching duties to her 
résumé. Under her guidance, the men’s 
program owns 15 seasons of 10-plus 
victories over a 22-year span and boasts a 
cumulative mark of 226–129 (.637). Overall, 
Miller has helped the Lyons advance to 
the finals on five occasions—all while 
continuing to coach the women’s squad. Q 

Wheaton receives community service award
Wheaton has been recognized by the 
National Association of Division III 
Athletic Administrators (NADIIIAA) with 
the NADIIIAA/Jostens Community Service 
Honorable Mention Award in the category 
of On-Going Project. The award was 
presented to John Sutyak ’00, interim direc-
tor of athletics, in January at the NCAA 
Convention in Indianapolis, Ind.

The NADIIIAA comprises athletics ad-
ministrators from the nearly 450 institutions 
and 40 conferences competing at the NCAA 
Division III level. The association recog-
nizes institutions and/or conferences for 
the impressive community service projects 
performed by their student-athletes during 

the academic year. The awards program is 
designed to encourage students to make a 
difference in the lives of those less fortunate.

This past year, the Wheaton men’s 
basketball, men’s lacrosse, and field 
hockey programs adopted a unit of troops 
in Afghanistan. The student-athletes wrote 
letters to the soldiers and often sent pack-
ages, which included DVDs, holiday cards, 
magazines, newspapers and items made 
by local youths.

Additionally, the teams hung a flag that 
was signed by each soldier in the unit at all 
home contests as a constant reminder of 
their friends and family members over-
seas. The field hockey team also collected 

donations for the troops from parents and 
participants at their annual 32-team indoor 
tournament last January.

“We are honored to have been chosen 
as one of the recipients of the award,” said 
Sutyak. “I know that NADIIIAA receives 
numerous nominations for these awards 
each year, so it’s a privilege for Wheaton to 
be honored by the organization. This award 
speaks volumes about Wheaton and our 
student-athletes.”

In addition to providing commemora-
tive trophies, the NADIIIAA and Jostens 
also make a $1,000 contribution to the 
general scholarship fund of each of the 
institutions honored. Q

KEITH NORDSTROM

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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SNAP SHOTS

Focusing on
the photographer
When she was in second grade, senior 
Amie Rosenblum’s parents gave her her 
first film camera. “I brought it to school 
almost every day,” she recalls. “I felt so 
cool taking pictures of my friends while 
they were on the playground.” She hasn’t 
stopped shooting since—thank goodness for 
all of us. For the past two years, we in the 
Communications Office 
have had the privilege of 
working with Amie, our 
photography intern. She’s 
an American history major 
who calls photography a 
“hobby.” However, it is clear 
from the many images she 
has taken for the Quarterly, 
Wheaton’s website and 
other purposes that she is 
a gifted professional-level 
photographer, whose work 
ethic and kindness will 
take her far in any field 
she chooses. Before she 
graduates, we asked her 
to reflect on her memories 
of Wheaton through her 
images and words. Read the 
online Q&A we did with 
her at wheatoncollege.edu/
Quarterly. (Guess who hates 
to have her picture taken?)

“I’ve been lucky enough to attend every 
chapel ceremony (above) since my own as 
a freshman and each year it’s the same fun 
and excitement.” 

“Probably my least photographed activity 
at Wheaton is the one other students and 
I have spent the most time here doing: 
Studying! I usually study and do work in my 
dorm room (left). When I really need to get 
down to business, I go to the library.” 

“Last summer I worked for CORE, 
Wheaton’s June orientation. My favorite 
moments with new students were often the 
most unstructured: Playing games (right) to 
help them get to know each other.” 
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“The Lyons Den is the perfect place to socialize, study and relax any 
night of the week. The fact that it is student-run, it has cozy couches, 
and the walls are decked out in years of students’ artwork doesn’t hurt 
either! I will miss study breaks at the Lyons Den; fun in the snow; and  
everything in the Dimple (above), including Dimple diving (right), one 
of Wheaton’s strangest traditions. What the tour guides don’t tell you is 
that the trek back to the dorm and into the ensuing shower make you 
seriously question your judgment. That, and, for weeks after, you find 
yourself mysteriously covered in scratches and bruises.”

“Some of my favorite 
memories are of events 
hosted by student-
run organizations. In 
spring and fall of 2011, 
BACCHUS turned the Haas 
Athletic Center gym into a 
roller rink; when the lights 
dimmed and tunes were 
pumped up, we got our 
(clumsy) groove on.”

Photos by Amie Rosenblum ’12 

Go online to see more photos and read the full stories about all the images.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu


Action!
Alums’ 

production 
company 

takes the lead 
behind the 

scenes 

By Ted Nesi ’07

How’s this for a new reality show? Ten of 
the nation’s most elite soldiers, plucked from 
all branches of the United States military, 
competing to prove who is the toughest, 
most strategic fighter, shooting Glock pistols, 
AK-47s and even M249 light machine guns 
mounted on the back of Jeeps during a series 
of military-inspired challenges.

18 WHEATON
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That’s “Maximum Warrior,” a Web-based 
series commissioned by Jeep and men’s 
magazine Maxim set to start filming in 
Arkansas in June. The New York City pro-
duction company making the series is Grand 
Street Media, which traces its roots straight 
back to Wheaton, where a decade ago three 
friends met and began dreaming big.

Since the start, a confluence of friendship, 
talent, luck and connections has driven the 
success of the company, which lists several 
celebrities among its clients. Jesse Guma 
’01 and Lowell Freedman, who attended 
Wheaton from 1997 to 2002, run Grand 
Street Media full time. And co-founder 
Harry Lapham ’01 assists on projects. Out of 
their West 21st Street office near the Flatiron 
Building, they develop, produce, direct and 
edit reality TV shows, commercials and 
music videos, and they have worked with ’N 
Sync, Fergie and Wyclef Jean. 

“On any given day we could be running 
around the city with cameras and sound gear 
in our hands shooting for assorted projects, or 
we could be on a soundstage producing and 
directing a commercial with 30 to 40 extras,” 
says Guma, whose filmmaking previously took 

him to Cuba in 2003, when he co-produced 
the first independent film done there since the 
embargo. “We also might just be in the office 
editing our latest project. Production is almost 
always different day to day.”

The story behind “Maximum Warrior” 
offers a good example of how Grand Street 
operates. Maxim and Jeep commissioned the 
company to produce 15 episodes for the Web 
last year. (The winning warrior took home a 
2011 Black Ops edition Jeep Wrangler.) The 
sponsors liked the explosion-packed results 
so much they ordered another set of install-
ments this year. And now Grand Street is in 
talks with several networks about turning the 

program into a full-scale TV show.
“The show is one of a kind because it 

showcases the diverse skills, endurance 
and training acquired by those in the U.S. 
military,” Guma says.

Case in point: Dakota Meyer. Guma and 
his colleagues got to work with Meyer, 
who became the first living U.S. Marine to 
receive the Medal of Honor for service in 
the Afghani and Iraqi wars when President 
Obama awarded it to him last year.

Another Grand Street project for Maxim 
is scheduled to take place in May, when the 
company travels to Bagram Air Force Base in 
Afghanistan to film a U.S.O. show. (It won’t 
be Guma’s first time in that part of the world; 
in 2007, he traveled to Iran to make a docu-
mentary on young people. The project was 
quashed by the Iranian government once he 
arrived there.)

Of course, Grand Street does plenty of 
work that isn’t related to soldiers and the 
military. The company has done work for 
MTV, VH1, BET and Motorola. And, Grand 
Street recently finished shooting a series of 
commercials for Contigo, the Chicago-based 
maker of travel mugs and water bottles, 

On the set of “Maximum Warrior”: Jesse Guma 
rides in the follow vehicle as a warrior fires a M249 
machine gun off the back of a Jeep at targets.

“Wheaton is a place that does 

not hold you back. If you prove 

that you have a passion for 

something and want to make 

something out of it, Wheaton 

will support you. I saw that in 

many aspects while I was a 

student there.”

Harry Lapham ’01
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that included a lead role for another alum, 
Joseph “Joey” Mintz ’03.

Guma, Lapham and Freedman all say their 
interest in film started at a young age. Guma 
grew up in Burlington, Vt., where his mother 
was a documentary filmmaker and his father 
was a writer. Freedman and Lapham both 
grew up in New York City, where Freedman 
says that photography and the darkroom 
were part of daily life. And Lapham’s father 
was a well-known soundman for film and 
TV productions.

Opening scene: Wheaton

The three met at Wheaton. Guma and 
Freedman majored in theater and Lapham 
majored in history. The college didn’t offer 
film production classes at the time, but the 
Theatre Department helped fill the gap.

“We definitely used those classes as a 
base for a developing interest in the arts,” 
says Lapham, who joined the Directors 
Guild of America last year. “Being a theater 
minor gave me a great understanding of 
story structure, characters and directing.”

Keen to scratch their moviemaking itch 
while students, Guma and Lapham hatched 
the idea of creating a Wheaton Video 
Club. They raised funding themselves from 
donors, including the parents of a class-
mate, to make a movie as an independent 
study for Professor Pamela Bongas, who 
was then head of the Theatre Department. 
They wrote a script (“Liberal Arts”) and cast 

Freedman in a lead role.
The movie, filmed everywhere from Balfour-

Hood to Craigin Hall, “was a sort of coming-
of-age story set at a small liberal arts college, 
if you can believe that,” Guma quips, adding 
that Freedman “was probably the funniest part. 
... We screened it in the Media Center and, 
surprisingly, a large group of people showed 
up to watch. But I’m guessing they all wanted 
to see if they were in the movie.”

Lapham, for his part, thinks the project 
offers an example of what makes the college 
special. “Wheaton is a place that does not 
hold you back,” he says. “If you prove that 
you have a passion for something and want 
to make something out of it, Wheaton will 
support you. I saw that in many aspects 
while I was a student there.”

All the right moves

After graduating, Guma moved to Los 
Angeles, while Freedman and Lapham 
returned home to New York, where they 
moved in with Marc Fairstein ’00 and Justin 
Fantasia ’00. 

“We all lived together in a brownstone on 
the Lower East Side,” Freedman recalls. “We 
were fresh out of college and eager to start 
our careers in the film business.”

A decade later, their various résumés 
highlight work on plenty of familiar film 
and TV productions, including “The 
Sopranos,” “Law and Order,” Spider-

Man, Baby Mama, “Rescue Me,” Music 
and Lyrics, The Devil Wears Prada, Across 
the Universe, and Michael Clayton.

Freedman, Lapham and Fairstein started 
Grand Street Media shortly after they moved 
in together as a way to do freelance film 
work. (Fairstein is now living outside the city, 
where he works in computer graphics, though 
he still visits Grand Street from time to time.) 

Among those who helped them find 
jobs early on were the parents of Lauren 
Soloway ’03, who produce segments for 
the Food Network.

Though the company wasn’t a full-time 
job for any of them yet, slowly but surely 
Grand Street’s list of clients grew. “Our ini-
tial projects came to us mostly out of sheer 
luck,” Lapham says. “We just had the good 
fortune to be recommended by a friend or 
co-worker for small film and editing gigs. A 
lot of the time, the smaller, low-paying jobs 
would lead to larger, high-paying jobs.”

“The production industry is extremely 
inconsistent and ruthless,” he continues. 
“That’s never changed. But every now and 
then, doing a good job for a client or taking 
the extra time making sure something is 
done right will lead to repeat business or a 
recommendation.”

The big moment came during the Writers 
Guild of America strike in 2007, when film 
and TV production on both coasts shut 
down for more than three months as writers 
protested their compensation. But the long 

Guns, glory and good camera shots—it’s all in a day’s 
work on the set of “Maximum Warriors.”
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work stoppage had an upside for Grand Street: 
Freedman met a potential investor who even-
tually agreed to back the production company.

“It’s pretty much been a blur since then,” 
Freedman says.

Meanwhile, Guma had been pursuing his 
career on the West Coast, where he worked 
on a number of films and music videos and 
served as director of development for a 
small production company. But the friends 
kept in touch, with Guma visiting the oth-
ers in New York when he came home to 
Vermont. And Freedman occasionally went 
out to L.A. to help Guma with projects.

Finally, in 2008, Freedman went to 
California to direct a car commercial in 
Napa Valley and asked Guma to help pro-
duce it. “We worked so well together we 
knew we would have to do it again,” Guma 
says. With the new financial backer’s invest-
ment in Grand Street secured, Guma moved 
to New York early the next year and began 
running the production company full time 
along with Freedman.

Rule No. 1: No rules

There are no hard-and-fast rules for Guma 
and Freedman about who does what at the 
company. “One person could be dealing 
with a budgetary issue while the other is 
giving actors direction, and we could switch, 
with no issues,” Guma says. “Depending on 
the project, either of us could be doing any-
thing from producing to directing to camera-

operating to editing. In the modern age of 
filmmaking, you have to be well versed in all 
facets of the production process.”

While Lapham doesn’t work at Grand 
Street full time, he has stayed involved and 
is frequently brought onboard to work on 
specific projects. 

“Since the time in between production 
jobs can be as little as a few days to as 
much as a month or more, it can get very 
difficult to find other work in the industry 
in that time—especially challenging work,” 
Lapham says. “I know hardly anyone who 
has the good fortune of having a relation-
ship with a company such as Grand Street 
Media, which is not just run by friends but 
calls for interesting and diverse types of 
production work almost year-round.”

Guma describes Lapham as a “fantastic” 
assistant director, a job that requires “some-
one who can constantly manage chaos.”

“Imagine if you had to manage 50 crew 
members and 20 cast members as all of them 
are doing different things and in different 
locations,” he explains. “An assistant director 
makes sure everyone is where they need to 
be when they need to be there, with every-
thing they need. It’s one of the hardest jobs in 
the industry. So whenever we have big jobs, 
we make sure to bring Harry with us.”

That suits Lapham: “Working with 
friends from college is a happy bonus to 

already exciting work.”
When he’s not at Grand Street, Lapham 

doesn’t lack for high-profile gigs. He spent 
the last two seasons working on Tina Fey’s 
NBC comedy “30 Rock,” starting off as an 
additional production assistant. 

The next year he was the key production 
assistant, coordinating and setting up exterior 
locations. Occasionally he got bumped up to 
serve as an extra second assistant director.

They all revel in the diversity of their 
assignments with Grand Street, which can 
take them from Afghanistan and Arkansas 
to Nevada, where they’ve filmed rally truck 
races in the desert. But Lapham has even 
bigger goals for the company.

“More than anything I would like us to 
try and tackle something of our own such 
as a feature-length film, documentary or 
television pilot,” he says. “We have been 
honing our skills for years, and I feel that 
the next step would be to try and produce 
something of our own on a larger scale. 
The projects at Grand Street have always 
been at the behest of a client. Writing, 
directing or producing something of our 
own would not only let us use everything 
we’ve learned about film production so far, 
it would hopefully allow us to feel the same 
freedom and reward that we felt when do-
ing small student films at Wheaton.” Q

Ted Nesi ’07 is an award-winning reporter for 
WPRI-TV in Providence, R.I.

Jesse Guma (left) and Lowell Freedman (right) film 
during the History Channel show “Swamp People” in 
Grand Street Media’s office in New York.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Keeping Wheaton strong. The alumnae/i, parents and 
friends who are contributing to Go Beyond: Campaign for Wheaton 
are making a difference for students today and for years to come. 

Through the campaign, supporters are 
providing resources for scholarships; 
creating funds for 
student-faculty 
research; and helping 
to improve 
campus 
facilities. The 
campaign now stands at 
more than $106 million, 
on its way toward 
the goal 
of $120 
million by 
June 30, 2014. 

Progress in numbers
Science center:
$35,011,279 committed to expanding and enhancing science 
facilities through the Mars Center for Science and Technology.

Goal: $35 million

Student scholarships:
$34,601,418 committed to increasing scholarship support for 
Wheaton students and their families.

Goal: $50.6 million

Annual support:
$25,702,743 contributed to the Wheaton Fund since July 1, 2005. 
Alumnae/i, parents and friends have committed $3,341,959 since 
July 1, 2011.

Goal: $4.3 million for fiscal year 2012 (ending on June 30, 2012); 
$34.4 million by June 30, 2014

Student-faculty research: 
$400,000 committed to support student-faculty research 
collaborations through the establishment of endowed funds for that 
purpose. 

Artificial turf field: 
$2,450,000 committed for construction of an artificial turf field 
and lighting to expand opportunities for intercollegiate, club and 
intramural sports. 

Goal: $3,865,000 by June 30, 2012

Campaign leadership
Kenneth R. Babby ’02

Nancy Pearlstine Conger ’67, co-chair

Deborah Haigh Dluhy ’62

Debra Kent Glidden ’68, co-chair

Thomas Hollister, co-chair

Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72

Margaret Dunn Smith ’73

More online
wheatoncollege.edu/giving
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A conversation with…

Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72 
Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72 has been involved with Wheaton since her graduation. Prior to 
becoming a trustee, she held volunteer positions for the college that included serving as a class 
fund agent, reunion gift chair, an alumnae/i board member and a member of the President’s 
Commission. “I understand what is happening on campus and also the challenges faced by the 
college,” she says. Her ongoing relationship with her alma mater coupled with her extensive 
fundraising experience and her strategic and financial skills—she was vice president of Citicorp 
in the 1980s—make her a valued member of the board. A member of the Campaign Steering 
Committee, she talks about the importance of alumnae/i engagement, the success of the 
campaign and the value of a Wheaton education.

What message do you want to convey 
to your fellow alumnae/i about the 
importance of giving back to Wheaton?
Wheaton played a significant role in our transition to 
adulthood, and helped prepare us to lead productive and 
satisfying lives. The college’s capacity for offering this 

same transformative experience for current and future 
Wheaton students will be enhanced through 
its continued financial health, which we, as 

alumnae/i, must help sustain. 

How important is alumnae/i participation 
in the campaign through annual giving?
Gifts to the Wheaton Fund help the college balance 
its budget. Wheaton Fund participation also reflects 
alumnae/i commitment to the school, and it is seen as 
a benchmark of engagement. The ability to demon-
strate alumnae/i engagement through Wheaton Fund 
participation is helpful when applying for grant money. 
Foundations are much more likely to endow schools that 
are highly supported by alumnae/i. 

What is your opinion on the success of 
the campaign thus far, and what are some 
important goals?
The most obvious example of success is the glorious 
Mars Center for Science and Technology, the flagship 
of the campaign. Raising funds for the artificial turf field 
will also be an important accomplishment. However, it 
is critical that the campaign meet its goal of $120 mil-
lion by 2014 so that other important objectives can be 
met. Perhaps the most critical pieces that still remain are 
meeting the Wheaton Fund goal of $34.4 million and the 
endowed scholarship goal of $44.2 million.

How did your experience as an 
undergraduate at Wheaton shape you?
It gave me confidence in myself and in my ability to meet 
challenges. It taught me that hard work brings rewards. 
It exposed me to subject matter that I had never before 
considered, and expanded my areas of interest and 
expertise. And it brought me lifelong friends. Q

NICKI PARDO
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Nothing but net
The most memorable wins happen in overtime. Consider March 
Matchness, the Wheaton Fund’s initiative to increase annual giving 
participation among alumnae/i of the last two decades. 

Inspired by the annual NCAA 
basketball tournament, the 
Wheaton Fund pitted graduates in 
odd-numbered class years against 
their peers in even-numbered 
classes, to see who could generate 
more gifts while working to reach 

a collective total of 1,000 donors 
in a month. If they reached that 
goal, Wheaton would receive a 
$200,000 challenge gift—$200 
for every donor who gave.

At the March 31 “buzzer,” the 
score was close, but the total 

stood shy of the goal, at 800 
donors. A one-week overtime 
period ensued, and the Wheaton 
Fund threw in an extra carrot, 
promising a drawing for a new 
iPad 3, if the goal was reached.

“We secured over 200 new 
donors in five days,” said 
Amanda Angel, director of the 
Wheaton Fund, “and finished the 

challenge with 1,027 donors.” 
The odd-numbered classes nar-
rowly won bragging rights, with a 
final score of 519 to 508.

“We have had an amazing 
response to the March Matchness 
giving challenge,” said Matthew 
Strekel ’03, a co-captain for the 
“winning” team and a member 
of the Annual Giving Committee. 

Providing scholarship support for students
“Our education has transformed our lives 
in countless ways,” says Georgene Botyos 
Herschbach ’61. She and her husband, 
Dudley, both earned Ph.D.s in chemis-
try from Harvard and both enjoyed long 
careers at the university—Georgene in 
administration and Dudley as a Nobel 
Prize–winning professor of chemistry. 

“Without financial aid and the opportu-
nity to earn money through student jobs, 
we could not have gone to college,” says 
Georgene.

As a “thank you” for the scholarship sup-
port they received as undergraduates and 
on the occasion of their 50th reunions last year, the Herschbachs 
set up scholarships at Wheaton and at Dudley’s alma mater, 
Stanford University. 

The Drs. Georgene Botyos Herschbach ’61 and Dudley 
Herschbach Hon Sc.D. ’95 Endowed Scholarship helps several 
Wheaton students pursue their education each year.

 “At this moment in our national history, when families are strug-
gling financially, it seems especially fitting to provide scholarship 
aid to Wheaton students who, without help, could not attend the 
college,” says Georgene.

Georgene fell in love with chemistry as a high-school student 
in Teaneck, N.J. “Miss Buche, who taught chemistry at my high 
school, was among my liveliest teachers,” recalls Georgene. “Her 
class was quite challenging, so it naturally drew a collection of 
eager, rather nerdy students, who loved both the challenges and 
rewards of science.” 

As one of only a few girls in the class, however, Georgene felt 
like something of an outsider. The experience convinced her to 
attend a women’s college, “where it was culturally acceptable for a 

woman to pursue science.” 
At Wheaton, Georgene majored in 

chemistry under the mentorship of Professor 
of Chemistry Emerita Bojan Jennings, who 
urged her to pursue a Ph.D. “The concept 
hadn’t crossed my mind until Bojan raised 
it,” she says. Though Georgene had an en-
ticing admission packet from the University 
of Hawaii, Jennings persuaded her to attend 
Harvard. It was an auspicious decision.

Georgene completed her Ph.D. in 
organic chemistry, which launched a 
rewarding 27-year career in Harvard’s ad-
ministration. She held positions as registrar, 

associate dean for academic programs, and dean for administra-
tion and finance. Georgene retired from Harvard in 2009, though 
she still serves as a consultant to the dean of the Faculty of Arts 
and Sciences.

At Harvard, Georgene also met and married Dudley, then a 
newly appointed professor of physical chemistry. The couple had 
two daughters, and Dudley went on to a distinguished academic 
career, winning the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1986. 

A member of the extended Wheaton family—“by marriage,” says 
Georgene—Dudley received an honorary degree from Wheaton at 
Commencement in 1995.

The couple holds Wheaton and the liberal arts in high regard. 
“The small liberal arts college, where undergraduates are the focus 
of attention of the faculty, offers students the enormous benefit of 
personalized instruction and mentoring by faculty. That can be a 
life-changing experience,” says Georgene. Through their scholar-
ship, the Herschbachs ensure that future Wheaton students will 
have access to similar life-changing academic experiences. Q

—Mary Howard ’85
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Georgene Botyos Herschbach ’61 and Dudley Herschbach
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“Friends and classmates contacted 
me through text and Facebook to 
say what a great initiative this was. 
And a few friends who haven’t 
given in a number of years said 
they were finally giving because 
of the incredible match that was 
offered.”

Jennifer Jenkins Devlin ’93 said 
the challenge caught her atten-

tion “because it was fun, not just 
the standard fundraising letters 
we get by the truckload. I am 
competitive, so I liked the game 
aspect as well.” Daily updates on 
the college’s website and weekly 

emails kept alumnae/i up to date 
on the ”score.”

The challenge also incorporat-
ed some new technology: giving 
by text, which proved to be quite 
popular for making instant $10 
gifts. “I loved the texting aspect. 
It was a lot easier than pulling 
out the credit card or check-
book,” said Emily Firment ’11. 

The enthusiastic response of 
alumnae/i means that the com-
petition may become a March 
tradition, added Molly Galler 
’06, co-captain for the even-
numbered classes and a member 
of the Annual Giving Committee. 
“It’s a race against the clock, and 
there is something about that 
race that’s thrilling.” Q

The art
of giving
Hood Court has a new resident: “Key Angel” 
by the renowned sculptor Guy Dill.

The seven-foot metal sculpture, a form 
composed of graceful looping lines, was 
donated to the college by Trustee Emeritus 
Edgar Eisner and his wife, Lucky Dallo 
Eisner ’53, to ensure that the artwork con-
tinues to be an object of admiration and a 
source of inspiration.  

“Lucky and I are delighted that ‘Key 
Angel’ has found a new home at Wheaton,” 
Eisner said. “We thought of giving it to the 
college so that students can enjoy it, and 
we decided to do that rather than sell it at 
auction. It’s a more meaninful place for the 
sculpture to be.”

The Eisners have long been supporters of 
Wheaton, both in service to the college and 
as philanthropists and contributors to the 
Permanent Collection. In the past decade, 
the Eisners contributed 17 stained-glass pan-
els, the most recent of which arrived late in 
2011. They also funded the construction of 
long-term cases in the lobby of Watson Fine 
Arts to allow regular display of the works of 
art, many of which are late medieval and 
early modern Swiss panels. 

“Key Angel” holds the distinction of being 
the first “long-term” sculpture installed on 
the Wheaton campus in 45 years, according 
to Leah Niederstadt, an art history profes-
sor and curator of the college’s Permanent 
Collection. The new sculptural work is 

particularly welcome given the collection’s 
use as a teaching tool for classes in the arts, 
particularly in three-dimensional design, as 
well as in other disciplines. 

“I’ve already used ‘Key Angel’ in one 
of my classes, ‘Exhibiting Africa: Past and 
Present,’” said Niederstadt, relating an 
episode that took place within a week of the 
sculpture’s arrival. “We were talking about 
displaying artwork and the process of install-
ing a piece. As part of that discussion, we 

walked out to the site and talked about the 
piece and its installation.” 

The sculpture also enriches the college’s 
collection by including another major artist 
among its holdings. Dill’s work can be found 
in numerous public and private collections 
and in leading museums, including the 
Whitney Museum of American Art and the 
Museum of Modern Art, both in New York 
City, and the National Museum of American 
Art, in Washington, D.C. Q

KEITH NORDSTROM

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu


Weighing in on obesity
Why the fight against fat is aiming at the wrong target
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By Professor Michael Berg

“Big bones didn’t make me this way. Big 
meals did.”

This catchphrase, taken from one state’s 
childhood obesity–prevention program, is 
intended to provoke while seeking to direct 
attention to a growing health crisis. It, indeed, 
does that. The problem, however, is that the 
nation’s war against obesity—catchphrases 
and all—far too often is wandering into 
dangerous territory. The fight against “fat” is 
turning into a fight that is not against obesity 
but instead against those who are obese. 

There has been an alarming rise in 
obesity rates over the past few decades, 
with estimates suggesting that one-third of 
adults and children are overweight or obese, 
with 12.5 million children falling into the 
obese category. It is clear that something 
must be done. But how can communities 
create positive change without adding to the 
insidious problem of weight-based prejudice? 
The key is in examining attitudes about 
obesity, specifically weight-based prejudice 
and stereotypes, and how they are having an 
impact on the public policy being created to 
try to deal with the epidemic. 

ILLUSTRATION BY DAVID LAFERRIERE
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Weight-based stereotypes imply that 
the obesity epidemic is the result of poor 
lifestyle choices and general laziness. If 
this were the case, we could simply create 
interventions that punish poor behavior. 
Unfortunately, the reality of the obesity 
epidemic is far more complex. Widespread 
weight gain has been spurred by cultural 
changes resulting in time and resource 
limitations, changes in leisure-time activities, 
and advances in food technology. Only 
through examining our stereotyped attitudes 
toward obesity can we move past overly 
simplistic and potentially hurtful programs to 
embrace interventions aimed at these more 
important societal influences. 

This is the focus of my current 
ongoing research and my work 
with Wheaton students, which has 
included everything from pencil 
surveys handed out at local malls 
to web-based policy studies with 
participants from all around the 
country. This exploration falls into 
the realm of health psychology, my 
main field of scholarship, which is 
by its nature interdisciplinary, taking 
on the challenge of the seemingly 
limitless biopsychosocial influences 
on our health.

This past fall, my two research 

assistants, Samantha Walker ’12 
and Lauren Erickson ’12, and I 
spent the majority of the semester 
reviewing the literature on attitudes 
toward obesity-related public poli-
cies. A wide range of interventions 
has been proposed: from schools 
banning sugary drinks and snacks 
to zoning laws requiring that new 
residential developments include 
safe paths that encourage physical 
activity. Our goal was to learn what 
role, if any, weight-based prejudice 
plays in people’s attitudes toward 
these policies and the support for 
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certain interventions over others. Could we 
show that negative weight attitudes actually 
lead to the endorsement of more stereo-
typed and harmful interventions? Would 
lower levels of prejudice predict support for 
widespread environmental changes? If so, 
we hoped that we could gather evidence 
that could go beyond stereotyped thinking 
and gain support for interventions aimed at 
real and lasting societal change.

Our research team examined several 
studies on obesity-related behavioral 
interventions, as well as policy studies of 
related behaviors, such as those aimed at 
reducing tobacco and alcohol use. From 
there, our team spent weeks formulating 
questions and designing a web-based 
survey that would test our prediction: We 
expected that not only would weight-based 
prejudice play a role in policy attitudes, 
but that such a relationship would exist 
even when statistically controlling for other 
important factors. 

We prepared a 58-item questionnaire 
that covered 15 different psychological, 
behavioral and demographic variables to 
gather information and attitudes about 
obesity. We posted the survey and waited 
for participants. Within an hour and a half, 
we had already exceeded our recruitment 
goal. Clearly, we struck a nerve. We 
collected 156 completed surveys with 
participants from 37 different states and a 
balanced representation in terms of gender, 
age, race and political beliefs.

Blaming the person, not the 
environment

Our research so far has established that 
many individuals are willing to endorse 
exceedingly harsh statements. (For example, 
more than 10 percent of the survey 
respondents showed some level of agreement 
with the statement, “I have a hard time taking 
fat people too seriously.”) We also see that 
such prejudiced attitudes strongly correlate 
with support for interventions that punish 
heavier individuals, such as proposals to raise 
the cost of health insurance for those who are 
overweight. Even when controlling for other 

factors—such as people’s political leanings, 
body types, views on obesity as a health 
issue, and so on—the relationship between 
weight prejudice and support for price-raising 
interventions holds strong. 

Our research found that support was even 
higher for punitive policies directly targeting 
people who are overweight as opposed to 
policies tied to unhealthy behavior, such as 
not exercising regularly. Likewise, prejudice 
was associated with being against measures 
that support overweight individuals, such 
as requiring schools and restaurants to 
use healthier cooking methods and better 
nutrition labeling, or preventing weight-
based bullying or wrongful termination.  

I am not necessarily against price-raising 
policies, especially policies that level 
the playing field between unhealthy and 
healthy food options. Similar interven-
tions have shown that when alcohol or 
cigarettes become more expensive, fewer 
people buy them. Nonetheless, the results 
of our research show that people may be 
easily swayed by prejudice into faulting 
the behavior of overweight individuals 
while grossly underestimating the roles of 
genetics and the social environment on 
weight gain. More so, price-raising policies 
are an approach far too consistent with the 

weight-based stereotype that overweight 
individuals lack the willpower to control 
their weight, and that they need additional 
motivation to make the right decisions. 

Alternative policies could better address 
the host of environmental influences that 
cause obesity, but in order to embrace 
these interventions, we must recognize the 
role that weight prejudice plays in our view 
of the epidemic. We need to acknowledge 
the fact that reducing one’s weight is not 
simply a matter of wanting it badly enough. 
There are many who might disagree with 
this point; they believe that our health 
is within our control and largely the 
consequence of our lifestyle choices. Such 
attributions, while not uncommon, are the 
end result from overly simplistic thinking 
that too easily overlooks the role of social 
forces on our behavior. 

The question of willpower
In our “Social Psychology” class, my 

students and I spend a semester focused 
on the often-overlooked influence of the 
social environment on behavior. A social 
psychologist by training, I am drawn to 
issues of social justice, especially those 
where people with little or no social power 
are vulnerable to a majority that may not 
even be aware of how stereotypes guide 
their behavior. My favorite research example 
comes from a study that examined white 
students conducting mock job interviews 
with African American students. The 
white students were not openly hostile; in 
fact, they likely were more lenient in their 
questions and friendlier in their demeanor. 
Nonetheless, social forces influenced 
them, and without even realizing that they 
were doing it, when interviewing African 
American students the white interviewers sat 
farther away, made less direct eye contact, 
and ended the interviews more quickly than 
when interviewing white students. Follow-
up studies confirmed that when students of 
any race were interviewed with those same 
parameters, they were judged as having 
performed less well and were less likely 
to be hired. Such findings may be easily 
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overgeneralized, but these trends are exactly 
what concern social psychologists when 
policies, often in the form of legislation, are 
publicly debated.  

Obesity stereotypes are similar in some 
ways to those of race or gender, but they 
are also unique. Weight-related bias has 
been called by many the last “open” 
prejudice. While racial and gender prejudice 
remain a part of our social fabric, there 
simultaneously exists a degree of awareness 
of their negative impact on society and a 
shared goal of protecting those targeted 
by such forms of discrimination. There are 
few protections of overweight individuals, 
by either law or social norm. Some even 
see obesity prejudice in a bit of a twisted, 
paternalistic manner as promoting good 
health and giving overweight individuals 
added motivation to lose weight. More so, 
our weight is publicly touted as something 
in our control. At the center of the obesity 
stereotype is the belief that being overweight 
is largely the consequence of lacking 
personal willpower. The reality of the 
obesity epidemic is, not surprisingly, far 
more complicated. 

The stereotype of obese people 
as lacking willpower and being lazy, 
antisocial and self-indulgent is a cruel and 
wholly unsubstantiated claim. No study 
has found a single relationship between 
any personality trait and obesity. Yet the 
stereotype is pervasive, influencing our 
perceptions of overweight people and 
making it more difficult for them to get 
accepted, from the playground to the 
boardroom. At some level we know the 
reality is more complicated, yet time and 
time again in response to a serious health 
issue the response of too many has been 
to blame those who are overweight for 
their own weaknesses. Too common is the 
response, “Why don’t they simply eat less 
or get off the couch?” 

When discussing obesity in class, I 
always make sure to explain to my “Health 
Psychology” students that genetics can 
explain 50 percent or more of why one 

given person will stay thin and another will 
become obese. My students, bright as they 
are, then quickly point out that the other 50 
percent must then be a factor of what we eat 
and how much we exercise.

Reasons are not excuses
Then the hard part of my job begins. The 

interaction between genetics and behavior 
in regard to weight gain is not simply a 
matter of caloric intake and output. More 
so, behavior is directed by far more than just 

personal choice. How do I help my students 
see past the natural inclination to attribute 
behavior to faults of character and instead 
toward embracing the much more complex 
reality that a seemingly limitless number of 
other social forces are at work? 

At some level, yes, we each need to take 
personal responsibility for our health, but 
for many the ability to do that is greatly 
limited. Many people in our country 
have insufficient access to affordable, 
low-calorie foods that taste good and 
are easy to prepare. According to the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, those living in poverty have a 50 
percent greater chance of becoming obese. 
In an overly busy society and an economy 
in which we are all struggling, many of us 
do not have the time, energy or money 
required to get the exercise that we all 
know we should be getting. 

Once I raise this concern in class, 
my students bring an array of personal 
experiences and perspectives to the 
discussion. Those from the city know how 
much easier and cheaper it is to buy a 
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“Baconater” than greens for an organic 
salad. They remark on the lack of clean, 
safe places to exercise. Likewise, those 
from rural communities know that being 
more than an hour from the grocery store 
often means buying bulk foods that were 
prepared to last. Far too many Americans 
simply don’t have the knowledge, time and 
monetary resources necessary to promote 
healthier choices. 

In addition, as my students point out, 
there are a seemingly limitless number of 
counterproductive messages. Shows such 
as “The Biggest Loser” do great damage by 
encouraging the perception that it is all too 
easy to drop hundreds of pounds. These 
shows fail to emphasize the roles played by 
personal trainers, dietitians and the ability 
to drop all other personal responsibilities. 
Many people would like to live a healthier 
lifestyle and to lose weight. We live in a 
culture obsessed with shedding pounds and 
staying thin. If it were simply a matter of 
desire or personal choice, wouldn’t we all 

choose to be 10 pounds thinner? 

Typecasting
Having learned that stereotypes play a 

significant role in people’s policy attitudes, 
I wanted to understand the nature of 
the stereotype better. My second line of 
research has focused specifically on the 
framework of weight-based stereotypes. Is 
there only one version of the stereotype, 
or are there multiple subtypes, each with 
its own nuanced characteristics? Is the 
stereotype applied equally to everyone, or 
do demographic features such as gender, 
age and race influence how overweight 
individuals are judged? For the most part, 
researchers have only discussed weight 
stereotypes as if they apply to everyone 
equally. By showing the complexity of the 
stereotype, it is my hope that we can better 
understand it and prevent it from leading to 
hurtful behavior.

Our team began with a questionnaire that 
surveyed the campus for evidence of obesity 
“subtypes.” Subtypes are subcategories 

of a larger stereotype that both add 
description to the characterization and 
reinforce it. Often these subcategories are 
used to strengthen the dislike for the main 
stereotyped group, by making more positive 
members “exceptions to the rule.” 

Samantha Walker ’12, Sara Hollar 
’11, Kyle Sye ’11 (who are part of the 
Wheaton Research Partnership program 
that encourages student-faculty research 
collaborations) and I brainstormed 
different subcategories that an overweight 
person might fit into based on our own 
understandings and what we have witnessed 
in the media. We then classified seven 
potential subtypes to test. 

Our list included subtype labels such 
as the couch potato (think of Homer 
Simpson), powerful (Tony Soprano), 
emotional (Bridget Jones), beer belly (Peter 
Griffin), curvy (Jennifer Hudson, before 
she lost 60 pounds and became a Weight 
Watchers spokesperson), jolly (Paul Blart, 
Kevin James’s character in Paul Blart: Mall 
Cop), and nurturing (in a stroke of genius, 
Samantha came up with Mrs. Doubtfire 
as an example). As you might imagine, 
these discussions often drew amused and 
bewildered looks from students studying 
nearby in the Knapton Hall lobby. 

We then tested the validity of these 
subtypes with a questionnaire that was 
sent to all 1,500 Wheaton students. It 
provided the aforementioned labels and brief 
descriptions. Though it did not come with the 
above mentioned prototypes, many of them 
did inspire the labels. All of these subtypes 
described a variety of overweight individuals, 
but would they each be characterized by the 
same or by different stereotypical traits? If 
we can uncover evidence for the existence 
of obesity subtypes, hopefully, we can 
have a more informed understanding of the 
stereotype and its role in our attitudes and 
decision making.

We have built upon this research by 
examining the role of specific demographic 
traits in the perception of weight-based 
stereotypes. With the aid of a Mars student-
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faculty collaboration grant, Samantha 
and I spent last summer investigating the 
interaction of weight, gender and age in 
people’s attitudes toward obesity. Similar 
to our investigation of weight subtypes, this 
research was aimed at better understanding 
how the obesity stereotype is applied in 
real-life situations, such as decisions about 
which public policies aimed at reducing 
obesity should ultimately be adopted.

We have learned a lot about the nature of 
the obesity stereotype. It is more complex 
and applied more variably than the current 
research literature gives credit. We hope 
that by publishing our research findings we 
will help those who study obesity to better 
understand how background characteristics 
of those being stereotyped influence how 
obesity stereotypes are applied to them. 
Only with a full understanding of these 
issues can researchers shape the debate on 
obesity policy: Our work is far from over.

Solutions
What can be done to reduce the impact 

of weight-based prejudice? In my opinion, 
the solutions lay in shedding light on the 
stereotypes themselves, becoming aware of 
how they seep into our cognition and shape 
our behavior. We may not ever be able to 
fully block out such negative stereotypes, 
but greater awareness means the possibility 
of keeping them in check, of actively 
seeking out and attending to disconfirming 
evidence. And although it sometimes feels 
like I am pushing back against an ocean of 
negativity, my students’ excitement for these 
projects, for what we can learn from and do 
with the information that we are gathering, 
reaffirms my belief in our work.

What are the policies that will shape the 
obesity epidemic in a positive way? How 
do we reduce weight-based prejudice while 
simultaneously helping people stay healthy? 
How can we reduce the hurtful impact of 

obesity stereotypes?
One of the joys of working at a liberal arts 

college—and Wheaton specifically—is 
not being relegated to a single disciplinary 
perspective or method of inquiry. Our students 
are taught to go beyond the boundaries of any 
given area of study to look for new perspec-
tives and, of course, connections. In class, 
along with any number of familiar faces, I inter-
act with students from a wide range of majors. 
These students bring with them viewpoints that 
range from the microscopic to the existential. 
Although I don’t have all of the answers to 
these questions yet, my student collaborators, 
with their bold, broad ideas, breathe life into 
these projects and make me optimistic that 
progress can and will be made.  Q

Associate Professor of Psychology Michael 
Berg’s teaching interests include health psy-
chology, social psychology, research methods 
and First-Year Seminar.

NICKI PARDO
Professor Michael Berg has an intriguing story about his interest in attitudes about obesity. Read it online: wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Keeping the peace—one country at a time

If she had a uniform—maybe something in a nice Army 
green or navy—Meg Riggs ’97, a foreign service officer, 
might have an easier time explaining her job. 

She works for the U.S. Department of State helping to 
build important relationships that promote peace, but she 
is the first to admit that educating friends and family at 
home about what she does is sometimes the hardest job.

”I, like my family and friends, share in the 
pride and appreciation for the members of 
our community in the military,  who ‘serve’ 
the country in uniform. Unfortunately, that 
same pride doesn’t always extend to the civil-
ians serving the country overseas,” she says.

Currently, she is the chief of the Public 
Diplomacy Section at the U.S. Embassy in 
Burkina Faso, a small, landlocked country 
in West Africa. Her office is responsible for 
being a liaison with the media; managing 
the Fulbright and other exchange programs 
offered by the U.S. government there; 
providing the resources available to the 
public in an American library; and, overall, 
developing people-to-people relationships 
between the U.S. and Burkina Faso.  

“Diplomacy is the foundation of peace,” 
says Riggs, who double majored in political 
science and Italian studies at Wheaton. “Wars 
throughout history have been driven by the 
need for sustainable economics and indi-

vidual liberty. Diplomacy aims to avoid these 
impasses by maintaining friendships between 
nations to ensure respect is the foundation 
underneath difficult policy conversations.”

She has worked for the State Department 

since 2000. Her assignments have taken 
her to live in the Republic of Georgia 
(2004–2005), the Republic of Liberia 
(2005–2009), and now in Burkina Faso, 
since 2010. (She received a Meritorious 
Honor Award and a Superior Honor Award 
for her service in Liberia.)

Riggs has been interested in the field of 
diplomacy since high school. “The protests in 
Poland for independence and then the fall of 
the Berlin Wall were extremely influential. I 
knew then that I wanted to play a role in the 
process of bringing two sides together. It was 
a simplistic teenager’s dream, but the concept 
of working to find a common ground for 
peace and prosperity still holds true. I enjoy 
knowing that what I have done matters and 
contributes in some way, even if it is small.”

Working in foreign countries has been a 
family affair. Riggs’s husband, Greg Brown, 
is an educator who works on U.S.–funded 
projects that aim to increase the quality of 
education in developing countries. And they 
have a 2-year-old daughter who goes every-
where they go.

The entire family was on campus in 
November when Riggs returned to speak to 
students about her work, at the invitation 
of Professor of Political Science Darlene 
Boroviak, who still serves as her mentor.  

“Wheaton is one of the most meaningful 
experiences in my life. The connection with 
the college, my professors and friends are a 
cornerstone to who I am,” says Riggs.

It was here that she figured out what she 
needed to succeed in her work, or any work 
for that matter. “I learned that skills and cre-
ativity trump memorized knowledge. To be 
prepared for new assignments and a chang-
ing world, it is more important to know how 
to learn, where to go to find information, 
and that you have a solid foundation of 
knowledge upon which to apply that data. 
We have no way of knowing what jobs will 
be available to us in the years to come, but 
Wheaton makes sure you are ready to pre-
pare yourself for that job market.” Q

ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION NEWS

AMIE ROSENBLUM ’12
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Advocating for global health
During a semester abroad, Alison Mehlhorn ’11 got a 
glimpse of maternal health care in rural South Africa. 
She was troubled and inspired.

Now, the 2011 Wheaton graduate has 
won a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship 
that will allow her to follow her dreams of 
improving health care for women and chil-
dren, particularly in the developing world.

Mehlhorn, who graduated summa 
cum laude with a major in biology, will 
be enrolled next fall at the University of 
London’s School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, working toward a master’s 
degree in reproductive and sexual health 
research. She was sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of Camden, Maine.

“Due to gender discrimination, women 
and girls are generally the most marginal-
ized members of any society and therefore 
are often the poorest both in terms of 
economics and health,” Mehlhorn says, 
explaining her interest in the field of study.

“I am interested in understanding the 
global health issues facing women today, 
the policies that have been developed to 
address these problems, and the imple-
mentation success of such programs 
aimed at improving women’s health.”

The Nobleboro, Maine, native says she 
arrived on the Wheaton campus aspir-
ing toward a career in medicine, but not 
convinced that it was within her reach.

“It wasn’t until Wheaton and my 
experiences during college that I realized 
it was something I was truly passionate 
about and something I could realistically 
achieve,” says Mehlhorn, who is cur-
rently working as a research assistant in 
a neurology lab at Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center in Boston.

Mehlhorn developed as a scholar 
through deep immersion in her subject. 
She served as a research assistant to 
Professor Shawn McCafferty; conducted 
genetics research as an intern at the 
Jackson Laboratory in Bar Harbor, Maine; 
and completed an honors thesis involv-
ing genetic analysis of grey harbor seals. 

She also held positions at Wheaton as a 
teaching assistant and a tutor in biology.

The Wheaton Trustee Scholar says that 
her experiences while studying abroad 
in South Africa helped to crystalize her 
growing fascination with public health 
issues for women and children.

“Through the program I performed a 
study project that allowed me to work 
in the maternity ward of a rural hospital 
and get a glimpse of maternal health in 
this still racially divided country,” she 
says. “This glimpse contrasted drasti-
cally with the view of health I had when 
interning at a local women’s clinic in my 
hometown during the previous summer.”

Study at the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine will fit her interests 
particularly well, says Mehlhorn. “This 
program focuses study on the develop-
ing world and it is a great introduction to 
policy-relevant research.”

The purpose of the ambassadorial 
scholarship program is to further inter-
national understanding and friendly rela-
tions among people of different countries. 
While abroad, scholars serve as ambas-
sadors of goodwill to the people of the 
host country and give presentations about 
their homelands to Rotary clubs and other 
groups. Q

—Michael Graca
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NICKI PARDO

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Math + dance + theater = a balanced life
One feature film.
Five main roles.
Three hundred actors auditioning.

It doesn’t take a math major to know that 
the odds of ending up on the big screen in 
this scenario aren’t the greatest.

But Trisha Carr ’08—a math major—went 
for it anyway. And it paid off.

She received one of the five main roles 
in the full-length independent feature film 
Brilliant Mistakes, which is scheduled to 
be released this summer. Although she has 
performed on stage for many years, this 
was her first try at a film role. She plays 
Erin Penney, a college-age girl whose sister, 
Gabby, gets into a horrible accident. The 
Salisbury Film production centers on Gabby’s 
fiancé, Marcus, and how he and Gabby’s 
family react to and cope with the accident.

Carr’s pleased she got the role, but not 
completely surprised. She always knew 
majoring in math could lead to a wide 
variety of opportunities.

“From my experience, employers in 
nearly all fields value math majors because 
a degree in mathematics is essentially a 
degree in logical, critical and creative 
thinking. Math is problem solving at its 
core,” she says. “I love finding solutions, 
making sense of things around me. To me, 
math is fun and beautiful. It’s everywhere 
around us: money, nature, architecture, 
music, art and theater.”

By day, Carr works full time as a market 
research analyst conducting research 
for clients to determine “the story” from 
hundreds of pages of data so that she can 

deliver that story in a clear, concise way. 
By night, she does similar work—getting 
the story out—on stage as an actress and a 
choreographer. 

“At Wheaton I was able to balance 
my intellectual interests and my love for 
performing. I’m still doing that,” says Carr, 
who has a minor in dance.

She was a member of the Wheaton 
College Dance Company for four years, 
co-captain her senior year. And she is still 
involved with the company, returning to 
choreograph once or twice each year.

In fact, it was through her experience with 
the dance company and the encouragement 
of Professor Cheryl Mrozowski that she first 
discovered her passion for choreography, 
Carr says. “Without that experience I’m not 
sure it would be a part of my life today.” 

In her home state of Connecticut, she 
regularly performs and choreographs. In 
the past two years she has performed in 10 
productions, including Annie, 42nd Street, 
Carousel, The Producers, Oliver!, Kiss Me, 
Kate, Funny Girl and two productions of A 
Chorus Line. Last winter she was chosen 

to choreograph a production of Rent at 
the Warner Theatre, a 1,800-seat venue in 
Connecticut. 

“Although they may seem disparate, I 
would say there are definite similarities 
between math and performing, and 
especially with dance and choreography,” she 
says. “Math and dance both deal with ideas 
such as spatial awareness, patterns, counting 
and symmetry. In dance, you constantly have 
to learn patterns and reverse them quickly, 
and in choreography you have to be able 
to creatively explore configurations in your 
mind, thinking about their aesthetic potential. 
All of these skills are also used in math. Math, 
acting and choreography all balance analysis 
and intuition. 

“It’s very important to me to do what I 
love and to maintain a balance in my life. 
Performing and choreographing are two 
passions of mine. They don’t need to be my 
primary job to make me happy, as long as I 
get to participate in them.” Q

Read more
trishacarr.webs.com.

STARPORTAL PRODUCTIONS, LLC © 2011

Trisha Carr ’08 (left) in a Brilliant Mistakes scene.

http://trishacarr.webs.com/


Playing at work
Joseph Lavoine ’06 designs new computer game

When Joseph Lavoine ’06 graduated from Wheaton with a degree in 
computer science, the iPhone was still a year away from release and 
the iPad was just a gleam in Steve Jobs’s eye. Six years later, he’s using 
his education to create original games for Apple’s best-selling devices.

Lavoine has founded his own 
gaming company, Done Right 
Studios, which put out his first 

release in October 2011. 
The 99-cent puzzle 
game, “Origami 
Adventure,” challenges 

players to quickly choose 
between different colored 

animals to rack up points. “It’s a 
game about timing coordination—a 
bit like the old classic ‘Tetris,’” 
Lavoine explains. “Players choose 
between different origami animals—
from cats to whales—that move at 
different speeds. The object of the 
game (to rack up points) is to get 
multiple animals of the same color in 
a row. But since the animals move at 
different speeds, players need to be 
crafty about which one they pick to 

make sure they 
keep having 

the same 
color hit 

the 
other 

end of the screen in sequence.”
 The game has gotten five-star re-

views on the Mac App Store website 
and is on sale in eight languages. It’s 
clear from reading the comments 
that children as well as adults have 
found “Origami Adventure” chal-
lenging and addicting. 

Lavoine, a Massachusetts native, 
started playing video games as a 
kindergartner when his parents 
bought him an Nintendo and the 
original “Super Mario Bros.” But he 
always loved books, as well.

“The first thing I ever wanted 
to grow up and become was an 
author,” Lavoine says. “But one day 
it struck me that I should combine 
my two favorite things, and write and 
create whole games, not just stories.”

That made Wheaton a natural 
fit. He was able to indulge both his 
interests by loading up on computer 
science and English classes. 

Lavoine’s capstone was a yearlong 
independent study project he did as 
a senior. He learned the Java com-
puter language and created his own 
multiplayer online gladiator game.

“Joe poured himself into his 
project work and soon emerged as a 
student leader among his computer 
science peers,” recalls Professor Mark 
LeBlanc, who taught Lavoine’s First-
Year Seminar. He describes Lavoine 
as “someone who leverages his 
technical skills with broader thinking 
from the liberal arts and, in his case, 
with a true entrepreneurial spirit.”

After graduating, Lavoine 
impressed would-be employers with 
his senior-year project, and found 
jobs working on a number of major 
franchises, including Sim City and 
Dungeons and Dragons. But when 
the Boston startup he was working 
for downsized in 2010, he quickly 
decided to strike out on his own.

Creating “Origami Adventure” 
turned Lavoine into a true small 
businessman. He designed and engi-
neered the game himself, sometimes 
working 60 to 70 hours a week, but 
also had to find outside contractors 
to contribute artwork, music, sound 
effects and translations.

“Even though I often worked 
from morning into the night, when 
you wholly own something, all the 
work somehow seems different,” 
he says. “At the same time, working 
for yourself also requires a lot of 
discipline.”

With his first game under his belt, 
he is now moving forward with a 
new project (“a combination of Lord 
of the Rings and FarmVille”) that he 
hopes to release for the iPad later 
this year. He’s looking to attract 
other entrepreneurially minded 
Wheaton students or graduates to 
work with him on art design and 
marketing the game. Q

                          —Ted Nesi ’07

For more information
Lavoine can be reached at admin@
donerightstudios.com.
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Your gift. Your way.

Every life has stages.
Wheaton has a gift plan for every one. Planning 
for and protecting your future includes thoughtful 
gift planning throughout your life. During your 
later years, for example, you might consider 
establishing a charitable gift annuity that will 
benefit you or your loved ones in your lifetime, 
and then future generations of Wheaton students.

Learn how you can give for the future right now. 
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 
or online at wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning

Guidelines
Upcoming Deadlines

Fall 2012:  June 25, 2012
Winter 2013:  Sept. 24, 2012
Spring 2013:  Dec. 18, 2012
Summer 2013:  March 8, 2013

These deadlines apply to class 
secretaries and their columns. 
Submissions from classmates should 
be made directly to class secretaries 
before these deadlines. 

We cannot guarantee the 
publication of class notes received 
after the deadline as production 
schedules and resources require 
strict deadline compliance.

Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints 
(made from a negative) or digital 
photos can be submitted to the 
Quarterly for publication. 

Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be 
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6 
inches or larger and 300 dpi. 
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG 
and email it as an attachment to 
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.

How to Submit Class Notes

Email: Email your notes to  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. 
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)

By fax: (508) 286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still 
welcome at our door. You may mail 
columns or your news to:

Class Notes 
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College 
Norton, MA 02766 

Questions? 
We are here to help tackle any 
questions, concerns or problems that 
come up as you work on your class 
notes. 

News about members of classes that 
are not listed or do not have a class 
secretary may be submitted to the 
Wheaton Quarterly, preferably by email.

CLASS NOTES

Stay connected to the latest 
Wheaton news
Join us on 

  Facebook.com/WheatonCollege 

and follow us on Twitter  

 @wheaton
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Stay 
Has your 
last name 
changed due 
to a change 
in marital 
status? 

Did you move 
recently? Do 
you have a 
new email 
address? 

We want to 
know. 

Please keep 
Wheaton 
updated with your latest 
information. 

Go to wheatoncollege.net. 
Once you are on the page, 
look for the link on the 
right-hand side that says 
“update my info.” Please 
note that in order to update 
your contact information, 
you will need to join/
register for the online 
community.

Too complicated? 

Email your updated 
information to alum@
wheatoncollege.edu.

connected
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Alums offer 
expertise at 
Sophomore 
Symposium

Members of the Class of 2014 flocked by 
the hundreds to meet with nearly 50 alums 
who volunteered their time at the Sophomore 
Symposium on January 28. The annual event 
connects current students with alums to discuss 
potential career paths in everything from 
neuroscience to new media. Plenary speakers 
(pictured seated above, left), Christine Koh 
’95, founder and editor of bostonmamas.com, 
and Christopher Paquet ’03, acting executive 
director for the Office of Emergency Management 
and Response in New York City, talked about the 
skills they each gained from a Wheaton education. 
Becky Hemperly ’88 (left), director of contracts 
and royalties at Candlewick Press Publishing, 
shared her insights. This year, the transformational 
event boasted an increase in alumnae/i 
participation by 70 percent.

—Michelle Monti
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Jonathan McBee ’04, a physics engineer at Bloomy Controls, 
and Cayla Kuhs McBee ’04, a mathematics and computer 
science professor at Providence College in Rhode Island, 
participated in a workshop on careers in math, physics and 
computer science.

Becky Hemperly ’88 

Christopher Paquet ’03 and Christine Koh ’95 with Dean of Academic Advising Alex Vasquez 

Briana Jackson ’08, a medical student at the University of Connecticut School of Medicine; 
Robert Solinga ’01, a scientist at Ironwood Pharmaceuticals; and Seth Lotterman ’99, an 
emergency room physician at Hartford Hospital in Connecticut, talked to students about careers 
in biology, chemistry and health.
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Join the club
Did you know that Wheaton alumnae/i are eligible for full membership 
privileges at the Downtown Harvard Club of Boston? There are many ways to 
make the club a part of your life. Enjoy private meeting and reception facilities, exclusive 
monthly events, two dining rooms with varied menus, and other amenities. Also, a 
network of more than 130 private city clubs worldwide stand ready to welcome you 

when you travel for business or pleasure. For more 
information on this Wheaton alum benefit, contact 
the Downtown Harvard Club’s membership office 
at 617-450-8468, or visit harvardclub.com and 
click on Downtown Club to apply under the special 
Wheaton initiative. Downtown Harvard Club is 
located at One Federal Street, 38th Floor, Boston, 
MA 02110.

Newsmaker: Parker Tichko ’10 studies 
brain’s response to music

As a musician and composer, Parker Tichko ’10 believes in the power 
of sound. He works as lab manager at the Auditory Cognition and 
Development Lab at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, where 
music is always on the brain. Under the lab’s principal investigator 
Dr. Erin Hannon, Tichko manages research experiments that study 
the links between music and language, learning and perception, 
and works primarily with infants: “We observe how infants respond 
to specific sound patterns such as speech or music, and how such 
behavior is modified as a result of listening to cultural-specific 
music and languages. We also study how children from ages 4 to 12 
perceive different types of meter in a variety of music, and whether 
short-term exposure to complex meters can influence their perfor-
mance on certain listening tasks. We are also currently studying 
adults who speak tonal languages to understand how they perceive 
pitch information in both music and language domains.” His double 
major in music and psychology led to his interest in the role music 
plays in cognitive development: “The psychology of music has a rich 
history,” he says. “I’ve always been consumed by music, but I was 
pleased to discover a salient connection between my two interests, 
psychology and music, while at Wheaton.” Tichko’s experience at 

Wheaton prepared him well for a position in research, where his responsibilities include design-
ing and running experiments, recruiting participants, and hiring and supervising research assis-
tants. Guidance from Professor Rolf Nelson, the course “Lab in Cognition” with Professor Jason 
Reiss, and a senior seminar in music with Professor Guy Urban were instrumental in his path 
toward a career in psychological research, he notes. In addition to his work at the lab, Tichko 
also writes about music theory, cognition,  and popular and classical music on his personal blog: 
parkertichko.wordpress.com/.

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14 

More online
One of the lab’s experiments (along with a photo 
of Tichko at work) was featured in the Las Vegas 
Review-Journal. Read the article at: lvrj.com/
living/unlv-lab-studies-links-between-music-
child-development-133318003.html

http://parkertichko.wordpress.com/
http://www.lvrj.com/living/unlv-lab-studies-links-between-music-child-development-133318003.html
http://www.lvrj.com/living/unlv-lab-studies-links-between-music-child-development-133318003.html
http://www.lvrj.com/living/unlv-lab-studies-links-between-music-child-development-133318003.html


Newsmaker: Jill Strandson Cote ’01 collaborates to 
help students, teachers

“In my opinion, an excellent school is one that embraces the community in which 
it lives,” says Jill Strandson Cote ’01, who is a part of just such a community. She is 
a math specialist for grades one through three at the Learning Community, a public 
charter school in Central Falls, R.I., among the state’s most densely populated and 
poorest communities. “I was drawn to the school’s commitment to teaching and 
challenging all students and including all families. Many people feel that poverty 
is a barrier to education, meaning that if you are poor, we should have a lower 
expectation for what you can achieve. At the Learning Community, we believe 
that attending a school that has high standards isn’t a privilege; it is a civil right.” A 
psychology and elementary education major while at Wheaton, Cote provides extra instructional services to students who need more 
support to perform at the national benchmark for their grade level, and works with teachers to help them set professional goals around 
improving reading instruction. She also plays an important role in the school’s collaboration with the local public school district. The 
Learning Community serves the same demographic population as the district public school system, but accepts students by lottery. In the 
true spirit of community, the charter school’s partnership provides coaches who share their instructional techniques with public school 
teachers. “In school systems, particularly larger urban systems, teacher voice and teacher leadership can get lost. …We need to equip 

them with the latest instructional strategies and create systems that will support the classroom teacher 
when students fall behind,” Cote says. This highly successful effort has drawn attention from the New 
York Times and the Washington Post, as well as from NBC Nightly News, where Cote was featured in 
an interview conducted by correspondent Chelsea Clinton in the “Making a Difference” segment. The 
segment focused on the fact that charter school and public school teachers are working together in the 
best interests of children.

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14 

More
To learn more about this partner-
ship and see the NBC video clips 
visit: thelearningcommunity.com/
site/centralfalls/

Paying it forward
Afua Akoto ’11 is working full time at MetLife Auto and Home in Warwick, R.I., as a senior 
compliance analyst for the corporate ethics and compliance department, but she has made 
time to also work part time on Saturdays at the College Crusade of Rhode Island. The main goal 
of the College Crusade is to offer guidance and create educational opportunities for students 
who come from low-income urban school districts in Rhode Island. Akoto is an English and 
math instructor for a 10-week program aimed at helping students improve their math and 
English skills, using teaching methods that are outside the norms of their Monday through 
Friday classrooms. “As an instructor, my goal is to make each class fun and take the stress out 
of learning, especially on a Saturday morning,” says Akoto, who graduated cum laude with a 
major in English and minors in political science and women’s studies. “My motivation comes 
from experience. As a student who moved from Ghana to the United States in the third grade, 
I understand what it’s like to be frustrated in school. I took two years of ESL classes to gain a 
better understanding of the English language and went on to get a bachelor’s degree in the 
subject. I also remember my struggles with math, especially in high school, and if it weren’t 
for dedicated teachers who took the time to help me understand, things might have turned out 
differently. I’m grateful for the opportunities I’ve received and the people who have helped get 
me to where I am. Any opportunity that I get to pay it forward is one that I will take.”



Newsmaker: André Obin’s 
noteworthy career in music

Electronic composer André Obin ’01 says, “My music is 
completely intertwined with my life experience. I’m constantly 
driven to create. It’s not so much something that I want to do 
as something that I need to do.” In keeping with his artistic 
vision, his electronic dance tracks are far from typical. A recent 
article in the Boston Globe described his style as “a hypnotic 
kaleidoscope of synth-noodling and hazy aesthetics.” Obin 
himself describes his tunes as bittersweet and authentic, saying 
that his work is always “from the heart.” His love of music 
began in his teen years, when he took up the bass guitar. 
His passion for music and his talent have led him to become 
an internationally recognized producer of dance singles and 
remixes, and a vocalist and guitarist for the rock band Endless 
Wave. The artist recently won in the category of Best Electronic 
Artist in the 2011 Boston Phoenix Music Poll and was nominated 
for the same category at the Boston Music Awards. Obin, who 
graduated from Wheaton with a degree in electro-acoustic 
composition, notes that his experience abroad was a major 
influence in his musical vision. “My interest in electronic music 
grew exponentially while I was studying abroad at Oxford during 
my junior year, because England was teeming with quality 
electronic music at the time. Always seeking to learn more, 
in recent years Obin has taken voice lessons at New England 
Conservatory and contributes vocals to many productions.

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14 

Homecoming 2012
Come to campus October 12 and 
13, 2012. Homecoming and Family 
Weekend will celebrate all things 
Wheaton. Please save the date and join 
us at the height of New England foliage 
season to visit with Wheaton students 
and enjoy a variety of activities, 
including arts events, varsity games and 
much more. Details and schedule will 
be posted at wheatoncollege.edu in 
August.



Up Close: Marissa Holland ’05 dances across disciplines

Most people are familiar with Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and many can quote one of the play’s most famous lines, “A rose by any 
other name...” But, who remembers the big dance scene?

It turns out that the dance scene is one of the most critical moments for the main characters because this is when they first meet. It is 
so important that theatre professor David Fox asked Marissa Holland ’05 to choreograph the key scene in the fall production of Romeo 
and Juliet. She made it a memorable experience for the audience and the actors alike.

Holland, who majored in theatre and dramatic literature, donated her time and talent to teach cast members how to waltz, which was 
popular during the Regency period in which this version of the play is set. “Many of the students had no dance background at all. They 
worked with me for ten weeks learning how to count music for the first time, memorizing what was going on in the scene, listening to 
the dialogue, and working to make the whole thing look effortless.”

Since she graduated, Holland has been working as an assistant director to the Wheaton College Dance Company and as a guest chore-
ographer. She was one of the first dance minors to graduate from Wheaton and, while a student, choreographed for both dance and 
theater productions and continued to perform with the company. Her work was instrumental in dance and helped support the develop-
ment of a dance track major under the supervision of Professor Cheryl Mrozowski. 

 Off stage, Holland is an oncology/bone marrow transplant nurse at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston. She sees many similari-
ties between her job in medicine and her work in dance. “The main connection between my two passions is that in order to excel, one 
must know how the human body works both mentally and physically,” she says. “Both dance and nursing require listening to and inter-
acting with people, while maintaining a clear vision and focus.”

CHARLES WANG ‘15
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Around the world and back to Wheaton
By Stephen Desroches ’96 

Globalization is fast becoming the norm for life in the 21st century. Never was that more 
clear to me than when I was more than 4,000 miles from home in Istanbul, Turkey, where 
many years ago as a Wheaton student I made international and personal connections that 
I still hold dear to this day.

Early one morning this January, shortly 
after the last call to prayer echoed across 
the Bosporus from Ortaköy Mosque, my 
partner, Peter, and I, along with my good 
friend from Wheaton Kristina “Tina” 
Chapman Blin ’95, boarded a ferry on the 
European side of Istanbul to take us over to 
the Asian side for dinner with friends. Tina 
had come from Tblisi in the Republic of 
Georgia, where she now lives.

Perhaps it gets old for those who live 
in Istanbul, but I never tire of the fact that 
several times a day one can hop between two 
continents, or the fact that in such a megacity 
(population 18 million and counting), the 
world feels rather small because there is 
such a mix of cultures. 

I get the same comfort-
ing feeling strolling around 
Istanbul as I do when visit-
ing Wheaton’s campus, 
because they both were 
so vital in the formation of 
who I am today.

In the summer of 1995 
I participated in the Robert 
College Fellowship Program, 
generously founded by Sukey 
Nichols Wagner ’56 and administered 
through the Filene Center. That summer 
changed my life in the most profound ways, 
resulting in increased confidence, a more de-

fined sense of self and a widening worldview. 
Just a few months prior I had returned from a 
semester in Sydney, Australia, and then there I 
was in Istanbul. The daily challenges of being 
in a different culture provided countless oppor-
tunities to be “mid other men and other ways,” 
to quote the Wheaton Hymn. At 20 years old, I 
felt very sophisticated. 

There were seven of us from Wheaton 
who went that summer. We worked along-
side about a dozen Turks as summer camp 
counselors. We laughed, we partied, we 
fell in love, we had our hearts broken, we 
recovered and then fell in love again. (That 
summer Tamara Smith Tureli ’96 met her 

future husband, Cenk Tureli. They now live 
in Istanbul and she works at Robert 

College, coming full circle.) 
Mostly, we formed lifelong 
friendships. It was every-
thing one would expect 
from a group of 19- to 
21-year-olds, only rather 
than the experience taking 

place in Norton, Mass., it 
was happening in one of the 

world’s most magnificent cities. 
I live in Provincetown, Mass., 

now. My most recent trip to Istanbul 
was as a result of a journalism assignment 
I had in nearby Bulgaria. My partner and I 
decided to hop “next door” to Turkey for 

a visit. Word traveled to Marcella Michaud 
Franck ’96, who also was a Robert College 
fellow in 1995. So Marcella decided she 
couldn’t miss out on a Wheaton mini-
reunion with me and Tina, and she made 
the trip, along with her husband, Travis, and 
their 23-month-old son, Keegan. Marcella 
lives in Belmont, Mass. (Her husband travels 
the world speaking about global warming at 
conferences.) We laughed about the fact that 
life has become so crazy busy that despite 
living three hours away from each other, it 
took a trip to Istanbul for us to get together. 

The night of our gathering, we all settled 
down in a little restaurant in the Kadiköy 
neighborhood, where we were joined by the 
Turkish friends we made so many years ago. 
For hours we reminisced and laughed until 
the restaurant staff began to sweep the floor 
and turn down some of the lights as a sign it 
was closing time. I imagine this kind of inter-
national, small-world experience is exactly 
what Sukey Wagner had in mind when she 
established the fellowship. 

Life today is increasingly global, not just 
in politics and trade but also on the personal 
level. The opportunities to see the world 
provided to us while students at Wheaton 
changed us forever, making us not only life-
long learners, but also travelers. And for that 
we are forever grateful. Q

Stephen Desroches, who majored in history, is 
a staff writer at Provincetown Magazine and a 
freelance reporter in Provincetown, Mass. 

Stephen Desroches ’96, Tamara Smith Tureli ’96, Kristina “Tina” Chapman Blin ’95 and Marcella Michaud Franck ’96 in Istanbul.

Red
Sea

Mediterranean Sea

Black Sea

Bay of
Bengal

Arabian
Sea

Istanbul



Dale Rogers 
Marshall
Retired president of Wheaton College 
(1992–2004)

Member of the Alameda County  
Civil Grand Jury 

Member of the board of the Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre 

Writing tutor for Oakland high school 
students 

Wife of Don Marshall for 53 years; mother 
of three, grandmother of six

“Don and I have included Wheaton in 

our estate plans through a charitable 

remainder trust as a way of expressing 

our gratitude for the faculty, students, staff 

and alums who have created its greatness 

in the past and who will continue to 

‘build it better’ than we know in the 

future. I have such wonderful memories 

of the people and the ‘moments’ during 

my twelve years as president. I don’t 

think I would be enjoying retirement so 

much if it weren’t for those memories. 

I still have Wheaton dreams! And, 

of course, I cherish the continuing 

friendships and share in the admiration 

for President Crutcher’s leadership.”
DANIELLE MOURNING ’99

My gift. 
My way.

Learn how you can give for the future right now. 
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or 
online at wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning.

Your gift. Your way.

http://wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning


Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Support Wheaton

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766  wheatoncollege.edu

Empower.
Zak Putnam ’04 
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President and founder of Spero, a nonprofit 

Business development manager at Akamai Technologies

Wheaton Fund supporter

Enjoys fun-raising.

“Spero, which means ‘to hope’ in Latin, is a 
nonprofit that hosts fun social fundraisers to both empower 
a new generation of philanthropists and to raise much-
needed funds for New England–based children’s charities. I 
started Spero because I was interested in doing something 
entrepreneurial that makes a difference in the lives of 
children, as well as show other young people that giving 
back in a very meaningful way doesn’t require a huge bank 
account. I also wanted to keep my great group of Wheaton 
friends together after graduation—nine of them are on our 
board, including my wife [Kate Weston Putnam ’06].”

Knows effort is everything.

“Wheaton taught me that the amount you get out of 
anything is directly related to the effort you put into it. My 
success always depends on the effort.”

Contributes to say thanks.

“Wheaton gave me skills and a network of friends 
and advisors that has been crucial to succeeding in all aspects 
of my private and professional life. Giving back through the 
Wheaton Fund is my way of saying thanks and ensuring that 
all students get the same opportunities that I had.”
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