Q UARTERLY
SUMMER 2016

Newest major leverages
liberal arts, inspires
enterprising leaders

Inside
Meaningful work 19
Passion for teaching, creating change
guides Derron Wallace’s path
By Becca Manning

Not business as usual 22
Newest major leverages liberal arts,
inspires enterprising leaders
By Sandy Coleman

A view from the top 29
Kathleen McNally Sloane ’68 is at home
in real estate
By Rachel Bowie ’04

DEPARTMENTS
BETWEEN THE LINES
Taking care of business 2
Letter 2
@PRESIDENTHANNO
Educational value 3
AROUND THE DIMPLE
Winter interns work through break 4
A minute with … Marielle Thete ’16 6
Still on top 7
Making it up 8
The comeback 9
Uncovering stories 10
Little house, big opportunity 11

PANORAMA
Political science professor weighs in on
presidential election 12
Publications, Honors and
creative works 13
FIELD REPORT
Replay: 2015–16 year in review 14
SNAP SHOTS 16
ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION NEWS
A crowning achievement 32
Redefining party lines 33
Spatial relations 34
New faces in advancement 35

On this page
Students indulge in the colorful spring ritual
and celebration, Holi
Photo by Keith Nordstrom

On the cover
Photo illustration by Keith Nordstrom and
David Laferriere

CLASS NOTES 1
Honest teaching 1
Chamber honors Shannon Kelly Carter ’71 1
Award-winning, rewarding work 1
The business of parenting 2
Health and social justice 2
Reaping what you sew 3
Under the sea 4
Illuminating shadows 5
Women breaking barriers 6
Alumnae/i meet with sophomores at annual
symposium 7
IN MEMORIAM 62
END PAGE
A reflection on Wheaton 80 years later 64

WHEATON QUARTERLY
Vol. CVI, No. 3
Editor

Sandy Coleman

Art Director
Designer

Robert Owens
David Laferriere

Multimedia Producer

Keith Nordstrom

Staff Writers

Becca Manning, Laura Pedulli

Administrative Assistant

Ellen Cataloni

Assistant Vice President for
Communications Michael

Graca

The Quarterly (ISSN 1068-1558) is published four times a year (summer, fall,
winter and spring) by Wheaton College and printed by Lane Press of Burlington, Vt.
Periodicals postage paid at Norton, Mass., and additional mailing offices.
Postmaster: Send address changes to
Wheaton College, Norton, MA 02766. Wheaton College © 2016

SUMMER 2016 1

BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

Taking care of business
Anyone who knows me knows that I love
taking selfies. Who doesn’t love holding that
smartphone and taking as many shots as
necessary to get that perfect, flattering angle
and lighting?
So, of course, I was game when I walked
into Fanautical, an apparel store, and saw
the invitation from a fish called Louie. The
four-foot-tall re-creation of the store’s logo
stands near the entrance with a sign that
asks customers to take a selfie with him,
post it on social media and get a 15 percent
discount.
The idea came courtesy of Wheaton
students, who offered Fanautical owner June
Wooding strategies to draw customers during their “Marketing” course, which is part
of the college’s newest major, business and
management.
Louie also doubles as a costume that can
be worn to draw attention during events at
the busy Foxboro, Mass., location, which is
just steps from where the Patriots football
team plays and a few miles from campus.
“It’s a cute way to get people involved,
get the word out about the store and for
people to interact,” says Wooding, noting
that she appreciates the recommendation
that appeals to customers in the students’
demographic group.
Louie is just one creative idea students
have been sharing with local businesses in
the area as part of the business and management major. In this issue of the Quarterly,
our cover story explores how Wheaton’s

a faculty member at Brandeis University
in Waltham, Mass., who has made it his
personal business to contribute to increasing
equity and justice in the world.
His list of accomplishments when he was
a student here at Wheaton and those he has
racked up since graduating are so impressive
that it inspired our freelance proofreader to include a note to me along with her corrections:
“I remember reading about him when he
was an undergrad,” she wrote. “Is he a real
person? Does he have a sense of humor?
How does one raise a child who can accomplish this? (Rhetorical, all, I know.)”
Yes, Susan, he is real. Real intriguing, real
passionate about making a difference, real
humble. And his 100-watt smile still powers
a quiet charisma that always draws attention
wherever he is.
My selfie with “Louie”

Treasure hunt

interdisciplinary approach to the major is
helping to create well-rounded leaders and
is contributing to an entrepreneurial culture
on campus.
And speaking of business, this issue also
includes profiles on two alumnae/i who are
taking care of business in their own ways.
Kathleen “Kathy” McNally Sloane ’68 is
doing that in New York as a successful real
estate agent with an impressive list of clients,
including a certain First Family, for whom
she helped find a home on more than one
occasion.
There is also Derron “J.R.” Wallace ’07,

Also throughout this issue of the magazine
are some great quotes within the stories.
Here are a few nuggets. Can you find them?
Consider it a treasure hunt:
• “If they said life would be about the belt, it
became about the belt.”
• “When the producer Mac Gostow started
toward me with the award, I tried to move
because I thought I was blocking the way.”
• “It seems fitting to me that she should be
memorialized on her rock, and that her
story should live on.”
• “I’m convinced there were ghosts; my coworker Josh says otherwise.” Q

The Quarterly welcomes letters to the
editor on topics you’ve read in these
pages or on other topics concerning
the Wheaton community.

LETTER

Letter to the editor
I am delighted to see so many Wheaton
undergraduates and alumnae/i engaged in
great service projects all over the world.
And I wonder whether there is a comparable level of interest and commitment
to working to improve the quality of life
for the poor in American cities, following
the example of Judith Garcia ’13, who
was elected to the Chelsea, Mass., City
Council and was featured in the spring
issue of the Quarterly.
While I was at Wheaton, Professor
Richard Robbins’s course in “Urban
Sociology” sparked my interest in city
2 WHEATON QUARTERLY

planning, which then turned into a challenging career in urban education reform.
I hope the Wheaton curriculum is still addressing these issues, as the growing gulf
between the rich and the poor is the great
domestic challenge of our time, while that
gulf is narrowing around the world.
I would be delighted to mentor students
interested in internships and jobs in
Philadelphia, a booming city for millennials, which also happens to be one of the
poorest big cities in America.
—Debra “Debbie” Weiner ’67

Email us:
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
Or send letters to:
Sandy Coleman, editor, Wheaton Quarterly
Wheaton College, 26 E. Main St., Norton, MA 02766

@PRESIDENTHANNO

BY DENNIS HANNO, PRESIDENT

Keith Nordstrom

Educational value

Ligia Bonetti Du-Breil ’89, honorary degree recipient

“Success is not a goal on its own.”
Ligia Bonetti Du-Breil ’89, who runs a major
corporation in the Dominican Republic that is known for
its socially responsible practices, made that point while
accepting an honorary degree from Wheaton this year.
Her point—that success is an outgrowth
of dedicating yourself to work toward some
greater purpose, no matter the obstacles—
expresses a core value for which our
college stands. Indeed, the entire group of
alumnae/i who received honorary degrees
or alumnae/i achievement awards during
Commencement Reunion Weekend exemplify that ideal. They are unquestionably
successful—leaders in business and finance,
art and education, government administration and community organizing. But in every
case, their achievements are inextricably
linked with their passions for promoting education, equality and understanding.
It is interesting to note that the alumnae/i
who were honored represent the breadth of
liberal arts disciplines, from art and English

to economics and chemistry. The fact that
Wheaton alumnae and alumni excel in
every occupation and interest is a wonderful testament to the flexibility that our truly
excellent liberal arts education provides.
The college offers an amazingly broad
range of courses, majors and minors and
experiential learning opportunities. It is key
to Wheaton’s distinctive character. Those
programs, designed and delivered by a faculty committed to working individually with
every student, create a truly personal education that reflects each person’s interests.
And it is clear that students are attracted
to Wheaton precisely because of the wide
array of choices and flexibility the college
provides. Roughly 25 percent of the members of the Class of 2016 earned degrees

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

with double majors,
often with novel
pairings: English and
psychology, economics and theater
and dance studies,
bioinformatics and
business and management, Hispanic studDennis M. Hanno
ies and neuroscience.
I am regularly impressed by the interesting
combinations of courses and experiences
that our students put together.
The appeal of helping students pursue
their interests is growing stronger, too. In
fact, the number of applicants for admission
this year set an all-time high for the college.
And despite having admitted a smaller
percentage of students than in recent years,
the Class of 2020 will be the largest in the
college’s history as well as being among
the most diverse, on every dimension, from
race and nationality to gender. Indeed,
the diversity of the incoming class extends
to their academic interests. The intended
majors attracting the most interest from
the enrolled members of this class run the
gamut—biology, computer science, environmental science, philosophy, religion and
the social sciences.
When it comes to student success,
Wheaton delivers amazing results. In the last
two years, 97 percent of graduates found
their first jobs, enrolled in graduate school,
engaged in public service positions with the
Peace Corps or a similar organization, or
were pursuing a special opportunity, such
as a Fulbright fellowship, within six months
of Commencement. What’s most impressive
about that fact is not the overwhelming majority of graduates successfully launched into
life after Wheaton, but the variety of pursuits
in which they are engaged.
Ultimately, Wheaton’s mission is about
empowering young women and men to live
abundantly the life that they imagine for
themselves. The liberal arts education that
we offer not only helps students to discover
and refine their interests, but also enables
them to develop the knowledge and skills to
pursue their passions. For our college, that is
the very definition of success. Q
SUMMER 2016 3
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Winter interns work through break
What might the future look like?
That’s the question 19 students
spent winter break considering
as they explored potential future
careers during internships. Each year,
Wheaton’s Winternship initiative
provides stipends for students to work
in schools, health clinics, nonprofit
organizations and corporate settings.
The Filene Center for Academic
Advising and Career Services
launched the program in 2013 with
funding from the Nancy Lyon Porter
’43 Community Service Fellowship
program, the Blakely Fetridge Bundy
’66 Work and Learning Fellowship,
and the Talanian Family Work and
Learning Fellowship. Here’s a glimpse
of some of the student experiences.

Kyle Diangkinay ’17
Internship: Sports information
department at Baruch College,
Manhattan, N.Y.
Award: Nancy Lyon Porter ’43
Community Service Fellowship
Major: Business and management
“I have worked in the athletics
department at Wheaton as a
sports information intern for
three semesters. This internship
at Baruch College gave me
more experience working with
new media applied in the sports
information realm. On game days,
I assisted in preparing game
programs; provided in-game
entertainment by playing music
during timeouts and intermission;
updated live scoring for the
D3hoops.com website; wrote game recaps for women’s basketball matches; and occasionally recorded
the contests in their entirety for the coaching staff to develop strategies based on the video. Some of
my duties also included updating athlete bios, making additions to upcoming season schedules, posting
advertisements for upcoming sporting events and organizing paperwork.”

Braden Marstaller ’18
Internship: Keller Williams Realty,
Portland, Maine
Award: Talanian Family Work and Learning
Fellowship
Major: Undeclared
“My future aspiration is to acquire a real
estate sales license and own a real estate
firm. This particular internship helped me
gain confidence in the marketing components of real estate. My duties included
helping rebrand a team of two realtors, as
well as creating from scratch and publish-

Claire Crawbuck ’16
Internship: San Juan Island National Historical
Park, San Juan Island, Wash.
Award: Blakely Fetridge Bundy ’66 Work and
Learning Fellowship
Major: Environmental science
“During my internship, I mapped out water issues that occur on the trails within the parks. This
involved hours of hiking and required the ability
to determine the severity and cause for the water
issues that were seen on the trails. I also helped
to map out interactive educational trails that will
4 WHEATON QUARTERLY

ing marketing materials. I also merged,
organized and re-created new files for
clients in preparation for the new name
change. This internship fits nicely within my
educational experience at Wheaton. After
taking a course on business management
and responsibility with Assistant Professor
Nancy Scott last semester, I realized the importance of marketing and communication
within a business and how advertising can
really increase companies’ overall bottom
line. This was also helpful as I prepare to
take a marketing course my junior year.”

be used by guests as part of the celebration of
the park’s centennial. I sought out an internship at
the national historical park because I would like to
pursue a career in land conservation—specifically
conservation ecology and restoration ecology.
The National Park Service has many parks in the
Pacific Northwest, and the mission is to conserve
land for the greater good, which is right up my
alley. I am currently applying to many positions
with the park service and hope that this internship
experience will demonstrate my sincerity for a
career with them.”
WheatonCollege

@wheaton

Emma Garcelon ’18
Internship: Arthur Fink Photography, Portland,
Maine
Award: Talanian Family Work and Learning
Fellowship
Major: Studio art
“I chose to intern at Arthur Fink Photography
because I wanted to work one-on-one with a
local photographer who practices fine art photography. I was looking for an out-of-the-classroom
experience where I would learn directly from the
artist. I found that I connected with Mr. Fink’s
work and could understand his artistic vision.
He immediately asked me to look critically at his
work, which was a little scary at first, but it fos-

tered great conversations. I felt honored that Mr.
Fink trusted me with the important and personal
task of sorting through his photo archive, and
in the process, I learned a great deal from him.
The most valuable thing I learned was how to
look at another’s work with a critical eye, which
is extremely important for me as an art major. I
began developing my critical, artistic eye during
the critiques and conversations with peers and
professors I have had so far in my art classes
at Wheaton. This internship helped me identify
photographs that show the subject through the
artist’s eyes. It has also helped me see the difference between images of art and ones that would
work better as commercial photographs.”

Allison Meyette ’18
Internship: Old Slater Mill, Pawtucket, R.I.
Award: Nancy Lyon Porter ’43 Fellowship
Majors: History, art history
“Old Slater Mill is America’s first cotton mill
and the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution
in this country. Throughout the years, I have
taken many tours of the site; I thought it would
be a good place to learn about American history. From January to March is the museum’s
off-season, so there weren’t a lot of tours that
went through. I did many small but important

maintenance tasks, like cleaning the 18th
century machinery. I also helped with the
mill’s eighth annual Knitting Weekend, which
is a convention for knitters. I learned about
collections management, disaster management and the inner workings of programming
for a nonprofit museum institution. I also
learned some interesting trivia about the
museum itself and possibly had a paranormal
experience in the Sylvanus Brown House (I’m
convinced there were ghosts; my co-worker
Josh says otherwise).”

Nykia Leach ’17

Rebecca Olivieri ’18

Internship: Youth and Family Services of
Haddam-Killingsworth, Higganum, Conn.
Award: Nancy Lyon Porter ’43 Fellowship
Major: Public health
“I created activities in order to facilitate
two weekly after-school club meetings for
selected middle school students—GIVE,
a club devoted to community service
work, and INSPIRE, an all-girls club devoted to female empowerment. I created
a new Facebook page for the organization
and completed a variety of office duties
as requested. I also provided one-on-one marijuana prevention counseling for a
high school student who had been seen by the Juvenile Review Board, a disciplinary board that acts as a community alternative to the juvenile justice system for
youths who are experiencing conflict at home or in school, or have broken the law.
As a public health major at Wheaton, with a concentration in health education and
advocacy, I plan to continue my education in pursuit of a master’s degree in public
health. Having interned with Planned Parenthood, a large nonprofit, last summer, I
was glad to diversify my public health experience working with a smaller, community-level organization this winter.”

Internship: Physical Therapy of Norton
Award: Talanian Family Work and Learning Fellowship
Major: Biology
“A big part of my internship was observation and
reflection. I also participated in
the workings of the practice.
The physical therapist would
instruct me to work with patients by preparing their ice or
heat for their injuries. I helped
demonstrate movements and
exercises with different equipment based on a prescribed program.
During the internship, I saw various patients and observed appointments that involved evaluations, re-evaluations and releases. This
internship was unique, as it allowed me to see firsthand the work of
a physical therapist in her small clinic. Throughout the internship, the
physical therapists talked about all different muscles and body parts
that I am only slightly familiar with. By asking questions and talking
about the injuries of patients, I was able to learn more about the
body. I am excited to be able to grow in my knowledge.” Q

More online
This is just a sampling of some of the Winternships. Read more online at wheatoncollege.edu/news/winter-interns-work-through-break.
SUMMER 2016 5
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A minute with …
Marielle Thete ’16

KEITH NORDSTROM

Marielle Thete ’16, a double major in political science and international
relations, organized Wheaton’s first Multicultural Showcase in March
for International Women’s Day and Women’s History Month. The event
included a fashion show featuring women in the Wheaton community
dressed in clothing traditional to their home country or a place they had
studied, as well as international music, dance and cuisine. Thete, who
lives in Portland, Maine, wore a dress from her country of birth, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Inspired vision: “This is something I have envisioned bringing to
Wheaton since my freshman year. This year, I finally found the
courage and support to do so. My vision was inspired by my
mother, who has successfully hosted an International Women’s
Day fashion show for nearly a decade in Portland with her nonprofit, Women United Around the World.” Cultural exchange:
“I wanted to bring everyone together to celebrate the diversity
we have on this campus and to bring awareness to what it has to
offer us as a community. Besides international students, there are
countless first-generation American students and many students
in general who are very connected to their cultures. I believe
there is great value in learning from the life experience of those
around us.” Team effort: “This event was primarily sponsored
by the Center for Global Education and the Marshall Center for
Intercultural Learning. I also worked with the Student Government
Association, Intercultural Board, SAIL, Emerson House, Feminist
Association of Wheaton, Asian Student Association, Renaissance
House and Distinguished Women of Color Collective. Our collaborative work pulled all the strings together for a successful
event.” Career path: “After graduating from Wheaton, I intend to
work with an international organization or government in a field
related to my studies for a year. Afterward, I plan on continuing
my education by attending a university abroad to earn my master’s degree in international relations or diplomacy. I ultimately
aspire to become an international lawyer.” From personal to
policy: “Though my concentration within my majors has primarily focused on African politics, I am passionate about refugee and
migrant issues, particularly the challenge of ‘integration’ for these
persons. Based on my experience as an immigrant and a multilingual person, I hope to impact future reform for immigration systems on a global level through policymaking and diplomacy.” Q
—Becca Manning
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Still on top
Wheaton again ranked among nation’s best Fulbright-producing colleges

For the 11th consecutive year, Wheaton College has
been recognized for its efforts in preparing
students to win U.S. Fulbright awards for
advanced study and work abroad.
The list of top Fulbright-producing
institutions for 2015–16, which was
released in February by the Institute
of International Education (IIE)
and published February 22 in the
Chronicle of Higher Education, ranks
Wheaton 10th among the nation’s
liberal arts institutions for producing
Fulbright scholars.
Students are selected for the Fulbright
program, which is operated through the
U.S. Department of State, based on their
academic merit and leadership potential.
“The Fulbright program represents an
unparalleled opportunity for our students
and graduates to extend their interests and

Fulbright Scholars in 2016
So far this year, four Wheaton seniors have
been honored with Fulbright scholarships
to support a year of living, teaching and
research abroad in Turkey, Greece and
Malaysia. Kristen Anderson ’16, a double
major in education and English, has received
an English Teaching Assistantship to teach
in Turkey. Nataja Flood, who is majoring
in education, English and African, African
American, diaspora studies, received an
English Teaching Assistantship to teach
in Greece. Kathryn Hegarty ’16, a double
major in biology and Hispanic studies, has a
Fulbright Research Grant to study green and
hawksbill sea turtle nesting preferences on
Redang Island, Malaysia. Elisabeth Hodge
’16, who is majoring in dance, education and
mathematics, received an English Teaching
Assistantship to teach in Malaysia. Read
about them in the fall issue of the Quarterly.

commitments
across the globe,
expanding their own
experience while also
extending Wheaton’s reach,”
Provost Linda Eisenmann said following the latest ranking.
Of the top 20 liberal arts schools in 2015–
16, Wheaton ranked fourth in Fulbright
success rate, with 38 percent of applicants
winning the award. The average success rate
among the top 20 colleges was 32 percent.
In spring 2015, eight Wheaton seniors
and three 2014 graduates won Fulbrights to
teach English in Germany, Macau, Malaysia,
Mexico, the Slovak Republic, South Korea,
Taiwan, Turkey and Uruguay and to conduct
research in Bulgaria and Sweden.
One student, Lindsay Koso ’15, also won
a Thomas J. Watson Fellowship and chose
to pursue independent study in Spain, Japan,
Turkey and India. Her Fulbright award was
not included in the IIE tally.
The Fulbright Program, which was created in 1946, awards about 8,000 grants
annually, according to the Fulbright website.
There have been about 310,000 Fulbright
participants since the program’s inception.
Currently, the program operates in more

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

than 155 countries worldwide.
Since 2000, Wheaton students have won
92 Fulbright awards and more than 200
national scholarships, including Fulbright,
Rhodes and Marshall scholarships, Watson
Fellowships and other awards.
Though the awards recognize the hard
work and accomplishments of individual
students and graduates, they also represent considerable support on the part
of Wheaton faculty and staff, including
advisors in the Filene Center for Academic
Advising and Career Services.
“We have developed a great system
whereby faculty and staff early on identify a
student with Fulbright-related strengths and
interests, highlight that student to [Filene
Center] Associate Dean Alex Trayford, and
then support the student over time in choosing
a project, preparing an application and managing the selection process,” Eisenmann said. Q
—Becca Manning
SUMMER 2016 7
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Making it up
Dimple Divers win College Comedy Festival and Beanpot Tournament

The secret to successful,
spur-of-the-moment
improvisation is practice.
That may sound
counterintuitive, but the
members of the Dimple
Divers, Wheaton’s improv
comedy team, can vouch
for its effectiveness.

Pictured, back row, left to right: Brendan Geiger ’18,
Benjamin Sarat ’18, Michael Kristy ’18, Christine Evers
’19, Christopher Truini ’16, Audrey Dubois ’17; front
row, left to right: Margaret “Maggie” Darin ’19, Ebony
Kennedy ’19 and Samuel “Sam” Hickson ’17

“Like any art form, improvisation requires
an immense amount of technique. There
is a lot of practice and a lot of teamwork
involved,” said Christopher Truini ’16, who
is sometimes jokingly called the group’s figurehead president. The team practices four
hours each week, running through exercises
to build up their chops.
“One of my favorite things about the
Dimple Divers is that it gives me four hours
a week to laugh uproariously with a group
of very funny and talented friends,” said
Truini, a theater major from Roxbury, Conn.,
who has been part of the team since his first
year at Wheaton.
Named after the quintessential Wheaton
activity of sledding or sliding in the Dimple,
the Dimple Divers formed roughly 20 years
ago. The group has been a regular source of
campus entertainment, from special shows for
admitted students and alumnae/i to late-night
shows the club organizes each semester.
The team’s victory at the ImprovBoston
comedy festival marked only the second time
the Dimple Divers participated in the event,
which is now in its 11th year, according to Mac

Members of the team say they decided
early on to focus on being themselves, rather
than doing something special in an attempt
to win the prize. Judging an improv performance can be rather subjective, they said.
“The festival includes a competition,”
Gostow said, “but it is less about the competition than it is about networking for the
students, creating a sense of community
among the teams, and providing a chance
for everyone to learn from each other.”
Audrey Dubois ’17 said that the sense of
camaraderie among the competitors, as well
as within each team, made the event special.
“Performing for other college students and
performers was great because we are all on
the same wavelength,” said Dubois, a double
major in English and philosophy from Scituate,
R.I. “It was an incredible experience.”
Truini agreed. “The energy is so supportive.
The real reason we go to the festival is for the
community. What really made me proudest,
having been on the Dimple Divers throughout
my college career, wasn’t that we won the
festival; it was that we did it our way.” Q
—Michael Graca
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Gostow, executive producer of the festival.
“It has grown so much in the last few years,”
he said. “In 2013, we had 13 teams compete.
This year, there were 18 groups involved.”
Other colleges sending teams included MIT,
Boston College, Trinity College of Hartford,
Boston University and Clark University.
The Dimple Divers won a spot for the
final round of the competition this year on
the strength of their long-form story performance, members of the group said, winning
a 58-point score out of a possible 60 points.
In the finals, the team was faced with
responding to a prompt from the organizers
that might best be described as playing charades before a live audience. Kennedy won
her MVP honors for the way she incorporated the characteristics of a giraffe into playing
a customer at a coffee shop (something you
probably had to be there to fully appreciate).
“[The MVP award] came out of nowhere.
I really didn’t expect that,” said Kennedy, a
first-year student from Brooklyn, N.Y. “When
the producer, Mac Gostow, started toward
me with the award, I tried to move because I
thought I was blocking the way.”

MAC GOSTOW

The group this winter
recorded a first-place
finish at the College
Comedy Festival and Beanpot Tournament sponsored by
ImprovBoston. Tournament judges also awarded MVP
honors to Wheaton team member Ebony Kennedy ’19.

WheatonCollege
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The comeback
In a way, Cowduck has returned to Peacock
Pond.
The beloved black-and-white spotted
duck—a longtime familiar figure around the
pond and nearby Chapel Field—was memorialized this spring with a bronze statue
in her likeness. Cowduck died of natural
causes last July.
“After Cowduck passed away, the school
was definitely missing her presence, and
many staff and faculty members, including
[Arts Events and Publicity Manager] Jessica
Kuszaj and Assistant Professor of Art Kelly
Goff, were looking for a way to memorialize
her and bring her essence back to campus,”
said Charlotte Middleton ’18, a studio art major. “I had previously done an independent
study with Professor Goff for ceramic sculpture, and I think, there he saw my passion for
sculpture and asked if I would be interested
in helping out with the return of Cowduck.”
Honored by the request, Middleton eagerly got onboard.
“Before this project, I was one of the many
Wheaton students who adored Cowduck
and obsessively took Snapchats of her and
followed her on Twitter,” she said. “Cowduck
and the Wheaton community’s adoration
of Cowduck was one of the fun and quirky
reasons I fell in love with Wheaton.”
Middleton returned to campus over winter
break to work on the sculpture, a process that
involved multiple steps and a considerable
amount of research. She reviewed numerous photographs of Cowduck, supplied by
the Wheaton community, and after several
days of “finessing features,” landed on a final
design that felt true to the duck’s real appearance—right down to her broken beak.
“I met with Professor Goff and we got to
work right away. We created a basic shape
of a duck by stuffing and taping plastic bags
together, as a foundation for then layering the clay that would ultimately take the
duck’s form,” Middleton said.
After Cowduck was created in clay, the
sculpture underwent a lost-wax process
and was cast in bronze at Mission Foundry
in Boston. It was installed on a rock in the
pond on March 12.
For Middleton, the project was both a

KEITH NORDSTROM

Cowduck now a sculpture

learning experience and a lesson in why she
loves being a studio art major at Wheaton.
“I am constantly surrounded by talented
and hard-working faculty and professors
who push me and want me to succeed. They
force me to approach problems head-on, to
consider new possibilities, and to persevere
when the job gets hard,” she said. “Professor
Goff especially has helped me grow into a
stronger and more courageous artist.”
Kuszaj said she was impressed by the
detail of Middleton’s sculpture and feels it
accurately represents Cowduck.
“I hope that this becomes another one
of those unique things about Wheaton, a
tribute to a duck that somehow became a
honorary mascot during its time on cam-

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

pus,” Kuszaj said. “Cowduck was such
a fixture on campus; she somehow turned
into a character larger than a duck. She had
a Facebook presence, a Wire column, and
was perhaps one of the more photographed
things on campus. It seems fitting to me that
she should be memorialized on her rock,
and that her story should live on.”
The Student Government Association is
funding the sculpture and plans to gift it to the
Wheaton Permanent Collection, Kuszaj said. Q
—Becca Manning

More online
View a gallery of photos from Charlotte Middleton
’18 sculpting to the installation by Professor Kelly
Goff at wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly.
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Uncovering
stories
Behind any collection of objects, there are
stories to uncover. How were these pieces
created? Where have they traveled? What
do they mean together?
These are some of the questions that the
students in Professor of Art Tripp Evans’s
“Cataloguing Curiosity” course considered
this spring as they sat together in the art
room of the Providence Athenaeum, amid
tightly packed bookshelves, stone busts
and oil portraits.
They were helping to bring to light the
stories of the athenaeum’s collection through
scholarly research that will be shared
with the public. Once a hybrid between a
library and an art museum, the Providence
Athenaeum is a member-supported institution founded in 1836. It has deep roots in local history and a diverse collection of art that
complements its extensive literary holdings.
While much of its art is on public display,
athenaeum staff lack the time for the extensive research needed to make the whole
collection accessible to visitors and scholars.
Evans, who serves on the athenaeum’s board
of directors, and Kate Wodehouse, the athenaeum’s director of collections and library services,
recognized this problem as an opportunity.
“When we struck on the idea to engage
Wheaton students in this process—a project
that would enlist them in ‘real world’ art history research and sharpen their professional
writing skills—I knew we’d found a perfect
partnership,” said Evans, Mary L. Heuser
Chair in the Arts at Wheaton.
The 10 students in the “Cataloguing
Curiosity” senior seminar explored the athenaeum’s full art collection of more than 100
pieces during the spring semester. Their findings will appear on the athenaeum’s website,
and there are plans to include them in a book.
The task was highly collaborative:
Students traveled together in groups to the
athenaeum and the Rhode Island Historical
Society, where they found resources with
help from staff and shared findings with
each other.
10 WHEATON QUARTERLY

“Cataloguing Curiosity” students dive into researching the Providence Athenaeum’s art collection.

“Personally, the best part of the project
was working closely with the students,” said
Wodehouse. “I enjoyed assisting them in their
discoveries, but ultimately they were responsible for the work that they were producing.
They contributed many hours of research
and analysis that we would never be able to
accomplish with our limited resources. This
project will provide a substantial and lasting
contribution to the athenaeum.”
Added Evans: “Collaborations like these not
only demonstrate the tremendous value of the
humanities, on a communal and individual
level, but they also reinforce for our students
that service and learning go hand in hand.”
The work was a challenge for students
who are used to finding a lot of their information online.
“Although fascinating, this kind of research
is time-consuming and often leads to deadends,” said Emma Wynne ’18, an art history
and German studies double major. “I’ve used
exhibition catalogs, books, online encyclopedias, museum websites, and for the first time,
I have done primary research at a historical society. At the Rhode Island Historical
Society, I had to use an actual card catalog to
search for genealogical sources, which were
one-hundred-year-old documents.”
“I have taken plenty of art history classes

since it’s my major,” said Ceara Bowman ’16,
who is also a member of the swimming and
diving team. “This class has definitely been
the most unique because its subject—libraries and athenaeums—is not something I
have ever studied through the lens of art
history. In the previous semester I took Leah
Niederstadt’s ‘Museum Studies’ course, where
we researched the provenance of objects
in Wheaton’s own Permanent Collection.
Coming off that project and onto this one has
truly strengthened my research skills.”
Not only were they mastering the skill of
professional cataloging, which is rare for
undergraduates, according to Evans, but they
also found themselves drawn into the stories
they were uncovering.
“Providence artist Whitman Bailey’s drawing
of the athenaeum has been my favorite piece to
research,” said Bowman. “I have learned not to
dismiss any form of information—anything can
be unexpectedly useful. Just today, I discovered
an article that Bailey wrote for the Providence
Magazine in 1870, where he described an
enlightening experience he had while falling
asleep at the athenaeum. He dreamed that
some of the same objects that we’re researching literally came to life. His words brought
those objects to life for me, too.” Q
—Elizabeth Meyer ’14
WheatonCollege
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Students’ research shedding
light on art collection

Little house, big opportunity
Barbara Kellner ’49 provides a place to create
The three-room brown house tucked away
on a side street in Key West, Fla., is tiny.
But what it has offered Wheaton faculty
members during the past few years and what
it will offer students in the future is huge,
thanks to alumna Barbara Kellner ’49.
Kellner, who died in June 2013, bequeathed her house to Wheaton. An artist
herself, she made an agreement for it to
serve as an artist-in-residency space for
faculty members for three years and then be
sold, with the majority of proceeds going to
Wheaton. The funds will be used to establish
the Barbara Kellner ’49 Endowed Fund for the
Performing Arts, which will support programming for students for many years to come.
So far, 12 faculty members have taken the
opportunity to spend one to three weeks at
the house delving into ongoing scholarly,
teaching and curricular projects related to the
arts and approved by Wheaton’s Committee
on Faculty Scholarship.
They all agree that Kellner’s gift has
provided two things every creative person
craves—time and space to be inspired.
“My time in Key West was one of the few
times where I could allow myself to separate
from the day to day of campus life and
experience a total recharge of my scholarly batteries,” said Professor of Computer
Science Mark LeBlanc, who in December
2014 worked on a book project about his
grandfather who fought in World War I.
Kim Miller, associate professor of women’s
and gender studies, agrees. She worked on
her book How Did They Dare? Women’s
Activism and the Work of Memory in South
African Commemorative Art, exploring
visual representations of women political
activists in South Africa both during and
after the struggle against apartheid.
“Being in Key West allowed me to really
focus and build momentum in a way that
is difficult to do at home,” said Miller. “I’m
sure that the use of the house has really enabled a number of faculty members to make

progress on their scholarship in ways that
would not have been possible otherwise.”
It has.
Assistant Professor of Art Kelly Goff, who
was at the house in January, jump-started
research for a planned body of work related
to his native home, the island of Curaçao,
and to shoot video that will be part of the
final creation.
Last August, professors Nancy Kendrick,
Lisa Lebduska, Karen McCormack and Dana
Polanichka spent a week together providing
each other with feedback on individual projects ranging from the revision of chapters in
a book on friendship by Kendrick to drafting
an ethnographic study of online and face-toface community building among mountain
bikers by McCormack.
The four professors are members of an
interdisciplinary writing group that formed
four and a half years ago. Their Key West
retreat inspired a January 29 workshop that
took place on campus, which was largely
coordinated by Polanichka and aimed at
developing faculty writing groups.
Professor of Religion Jeffrey Timm was
able to complete a paper there in February,
“A Place Beyond Place: The Divine Madman
and the New Materialism,” about wall murals found inside a famous temple in Bhutan

that tell the story of Lama Drukpa Kunley,
a religious teacher and unconventional
holy man known as the divine madman of
Bhutan. Timm plans to present the paper
at two upcoming conferences at the EastWest Philosophers’ Conference and the
annual meeting of the Society for Asian and
Comparative Philosophy.
“The chance to be away from New
England, away from winter weather, away
from teaching responsibilities, really helped
me take the next steps toward sharing my
research with a wider audience,” said Timm,
who also is working on a book based on the
rarely seen images he took of the murals. “It is
all thanks to Barbara Kellner and the wording
of her bequest. I am very grateful to her.” Q
—Sandy Coleman

The Key West house has no desk, so Professor
of Religion Jeffrey Timm and other faculty
members spent a great deal of time working
outside on the deck.
ALAN KENNISH
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Political science professor weighs in on
presidential election
Assistant Professor of Political Science Bradford Bishop’s scholarship
focuses on American public opinion, campaigns and elections, and
environmental politics. His research has been published in Political
Behavior and in Public Opinion Quarterly. He holds a bachelor’s
degree in media arts and design from James Madison University, a
master’s degree in political science from Fordham University and a
Ph.D. in political science from Duke University. Prior to becoming
a professor, Bishop was a journalist, covering mainly town and city
politics. We sat down to talk with him about the race for president
(keeping in mind that a lot could change by the time this is published).

Trump’s success has been a shock
to virtually everyone who pays
close attention to American politics. In the primary process, parties usually select nominees who
satisfy two conditions. Winning
candidates usually promote a
policy agenda that is acceptable
to the majority of the groups
that comprise a party coalition,
and winning candidates are also
typically electable. There is often
tension between these two objectives, and for this reason I think of
presidential primaries as a process
by which parties decide which
candidates offer the optimal mix
of these two elements. Trump’s
success is puzzling because he offers some policy positions that are
unacceptable to many Republican
elites. For instance, on international trade, Trump supports
tariffs in some instances and also
opposes some trade deals that are
widely supported by Republicans.
Trump also appears to be the least
electable of the three finalists for
the Republican nomination, which
I considered to be Trump, Marco
Rubio and Ted Cruz. He is very
unpopular among women and
nonwhite voters and will probably
struggle in the general election as
a result. So I see Trump as an odd
choice that challenges the way I
think about primaries: He does
not unite the Republican Party on
policy, and he is a risky proposi12 WHEATON QUARTERLY

tion for November. I can only
speculate about Trump’s success,
and I’ve learned to be cautious
when discussing him because
I’ve been wrong about popular
support for his candidacy from
the beginning. Clearly, there is a
disconnect between the leadership of the Republican Party and
the party’s primary voters. Where
the party wants a more inclusive
message to appeal to nonwhite
voters, Trump offers an anti‐immigration message. His attacks
on “political correctness” and his
casual willingness to offend have
resonated with primary voters
tired of cautious politicians who
appear reluctant to speak without

tract support from moderates and
voters outside of the South and
Midwest. Rubio had a disastrous
debate in New Hampshire that
he never seemed to recover from,
and he also never put together a
concise and accessible conservative message. Kasich’s message
seemed to be out of step with
today’s conservative Republican
Party—he didn’t offer the strident
critique of the Democratic Party
and its policies that the primary
electorate was looking for.
What observations about the
current election process have been
most important to point out to
students?

What factors contributed to the fall
of the establishment Republican
candidates?
Each of these candidates had
weaknesses that were magnified
by our current debate‐centered
primary process and the Trump
candidacy. Bush was not very
quick on his feet during the
debates, and his exchanges with
Trump minimized his stature.
Cruz was probably the candidate
who offered the most uniformly
conservative package of policy
positions, but he struggled to at-
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How did Donald Trump get this far?

consulting with focus groups and
messaging professionals first. He
also appears to represent many
people’s vision of success and
accomplishment; because he
has achieved financial success
himself, many believe he can
help others achieve prosperity.
Trump also signals strength and
leadership in his confrontational
exchanges during debates. His
supporters notice that aggression
and assertiveness, and I think they
believe those traits will make him
an effective leader.

Assistant Professor of Political Science Bradford Bishop. Read an extended version
of this interview at wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/section/panorama.

Political institutions have a huge
impact on election outcomes.
Almost every feature of our
primary process advantages
some candidates and disadvantages others. For example, in the
Democratic primaries of 2008,
the order in which the states
were contested provided a considerable advantage for Barack
Obama. Had the order been
reversed, we probably would
be in the final year of President
Hillary Clinton’s second term.
On the Democratic side this
year, Bernie Sanders won caucus
states by large margins. In some
cases he won double-digit victories in states he would have lost
under a primary system, such as
Washington. Meanwhile, Clinton
was favored in states featuring
closed primaries because she
drew strong support from registered Democrats while struggling
with registered independents.
The existence of superdelegates
provided a massive advantage
for Clinton—she began the
primary process with hundreds
of delegates committed to her.
All of these rules and institutions
exist for strategic, political and
WheatonCollege
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historical reasons, and any of
them could be changed by 2020,
with significant potential consequences for outcomes.
What lessons are we learning now
about the process?
In recent years, the political
commentary that is published in
the mass media has become less
characterized by freewheeling
speculation and more driven by
analytics and data visualization. I
think that’s a fantastic change—
we are better off with Nate Silver’s
forecasts than Peggy Noonan’s
“vibrations” or Tom Friedman’s
apparently generalizable conversations with cabdrivers. But there
is a human element to politics
that is hard to quantify. Almost
every serious analyst of American
politics failed to anticipate the
rise of Trump, probably because
they did not detect the way his
message was resonating with
the Republican primary electorate. Students of politics have to
remember that elections involve
wide‐ranging philosophical
conversations about the future of
the nation, and sometimes it is
impossible to forecast how thinking human beings with agency
will react to messages put forth by
charismatic political candidates.
Has something changed in both
parties in which candidates no
longer think about what is best for
the party but rather what they want
as an individual?
Self‐interest was assumed to be the
primary motive for elected leaders
by the framers of the Constitution,
and they engineered our political institutions to redirect selfish
behavior in service to the public
good. In fact, self‐interest is a core
feature of representation; because
representatives are primarily
motivated by a desire to remain in
office, they are expected to find
ways to deliver policies that will
please their constituents. I do think
the core motivations of elected
leaders have shifted somewhat in

recent decades. Today’s leaders
tend to be more interested in public policy than their predecessors
were, to the point that they will
sometimes put their own electoral
security at risk to vote for a bill that
they think constitutes good public
policy. Many Democrats voted for
the Affordable Care Act in 2010
because they thought it was a
needed reform, knowing all along
that supporting the bill would put
their re‐election at risk. In recent
years, most House Republicans
have voted for controversial budgets that achieve fiscal balance by
converting Medicare into a voucher program. The votes in both of
these examples were tough, risky
votes, and I would argue they are
rooted in core beliefs about policy
that transcend self‐interest.
Overall, what do you hope students
get out of your courses?
I hope that they realize how
important our politics really are.
If you look at voter participation,
if you look at people’s broader
participation in politics, people
between the ages of 18 and 29
are always the lowest in the
degree to which they volunteer
or participate in the campaigns
and the degree to which they
turn out to vote. So, one of my
goals in both of my courses (“The
American Political System” and
“Political Parties”) is to persuade
them that the decisions that are
actually made in Congress, the
decisions that the president makes,
and the decisions that are made
within executive agencies really
are important and have relevance
to students’ lives. It’s my hope
that through learning about the
genuine importance of a lot of
these different decisions that get
made, that they will volunteer,
whatever their beliefs are, that
they’ll get involved in politics, and
certainly that they’ll vote and want
to have some say in how these
different policy controversies are
decided. Q

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND
CREATIVE WORKS

Faculty
Alex Bloom, professor of history, published the article “The
Complicated Legacy of 1960s Conservatism” in Reviews in
American History in December 2015.
Beverly Clark, professor of English, published the chapter “The
Critical Reception of Little Women” in Critical Insights: Little Women
(Salem Press, 2015).
John Collins, professor of physics, published the article “Nonradiative Processes in Crystals and in Nanocrystals” in ECS Journal
of Solid State Science and Technology in January.
Michael Drout, professor of English, Mark LeBlanc, professor
of computer science, and Jenni Lund, senior faculty technology
liaison, were invited to present the joint lecture “Using Research
Projects to Promote Information Fluency” on March 11 at the
Council of Independent Colleges’ Information Fluency in the
Disciplines: Workshop on English and American Language and
Literature, in Louisville, Ky. In December 2015, Drout co-wrote
with Rosetta Berger ’15 the article “A Reconsideration of the
Relationship Between Víga-Glúms Saga and Reykdœla Saga: New
Evidence from Lexomic Analysis” in the journal Viking and Medieval
Scandinavia.
Tommasina Gabriele, professor
of Italian studies, published Dacia
Maraini’s Narratives of Survival: (Re)
Constructed, (Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press, 2016).
Nancy Kendrick, professor of philosophy, presented “Berkeley, Astell,
and Locke on Passive Obedience and
the Social Contract” at the Locke
Workshop at the City University of
New York Graduate Center in April.
The workshop was organized by
Jessica Gordon-Roth ’04, assistant professor of philosophy at
CUNY-Lehman College. Kendrick also became the president of the
International Berkeley Society. She is the first woman to lead the
society, which has nearly 200 members from 25 countries.
Charlotte Meehan, professor of English, has been selected to be
the 2016 playwright laureate of the Roxbury Repertory Theater,
which is located at Roxbury Community College in Boston.

Alumnae/i
Jessica Bruce ’87, senior vice president at Associated Press,
has been named the new head of corporate communications and
remains in charge of global human resources.
Shannon Carter ’71 was presented with a “Great Living
Cincinnatian” award by the Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber of
Commerce in February.
Deirdre Houlihan DiCara ’77 was named “Person of the Year”
for 2015 by her local newspaper The Register Citizen (Torrington,
Conn.) in December 2015.
Margaret “Meg” Offit Gold ’85 in April was named to the board
of The Hadassah Foundation, which invests in social change to
empower girls and women.
Mady Schuman ’72 had her op-ed “Where are the donations?
Philanthropists short change veterans’ organizations” published in
the Boston Globe in February.
Susannah Snowden-Smith ’75 was recognized in the Underwater
Photographer of the Year awards, an international contest held in
London. Two of her photos earned an award of “Commended” in
the “Wrecks” and “Behavior” categories. Q
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FIELD REPORT

Replay: 2015–16 year in review
Baseball: Wheaton captured its 14th New
England Women’s and Men’s Athletic
Conference (NEWMAC) Tournament
Championship after defeating Babson
College in a best-of-three series. The Lyons
then earned the top seed in the NCAA
New England Regional, which marked the
program’s 13th postseason appearance.
Eric Dumas ’16 was named the NEWMAC
Pitcher of the Year, after concluding the
regular season with an NCAA-leading 13
saves, while head coach Eric Podbelski was
named the D3baseball.com New England
Region Coach of the Year.

Field hockey: Amelia Gage ’17 was hon-
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ored for her play this season with a spot
on both the NEWMAC All-Conference and
National Field Hockey Coaches Association
(NFHCA) All-Region Second Team. The
program was also recognized for team
members’ work in the classroom, picking
up an NFHCA National Academic Team
Award. The National Academic Team Award
recognizes teams that achieve a grade point
average of 3.0 or higher during the field
hockey season.

Men’s basketball: William Battaglia ’16 concluded his stellar four-year career by becoming the program’s seventh all-time leading
scorer, after netting 1,281 points in 91 games.
Benjamin Christopher ’17 and Alexander
Sugarman ’17 were recognized by the
NEWMAC for their work in the classroom,
earning Academic All-Conference accolades.

Eric Dumas ’16

record, tallying 943 rebounds in 105 games.
She is the Lyons’ all-time leader in free-throw
percentage (.847) and blocks (284), while
also being one of a handful of players to join
the 1,000+ point club. Rebecca Arnone ’16
concluded her career second in free-throw
percentage (.811), third in three-point field
goals made (163) and 10th in assists (256),
while being named to the NEWMAC AllConference Second Team.

Women’s basketball: Kiley Shoemaker ’16
ended her career with a NEWMAC AllConference First Team honor, as well as a
spot on the New England Women’s Basketball
Association (NEWBA) All-Region Second
Team. During her four years with the Lyons,
Shoemaker erased a 28-year rebounding

Men’s lacrosse: Ryan Clair ’16 concluded
his four-year career with a spot on the
NEWMAC All-Conference First Team. Clair
helped the Lyons reach the conference
tournament under first-year head coach Kyle
Hart, who led the Blue and White to a 7–9
overall record. Wheaton opened Hart’s tenure with a 7–6 road win over the University
of New England, before coming home to
win five consecutive games at Diane C.
Nordin ’80 Athletic Field.
Women’s lacrosse: The Lyons, who ended
the year with a 9–9 overall record, made their

Men’s cross country: Joshua Alabre ’18
highlighted the Blue and White’s performance at the NCAA Division III New
England Regional Championships, finishing
the eight-kilometer race in a personal best
time of 27:55.7.

Kiley Shoemaker ’16
14 WHEATON QUARTERLY

concluded the NCAA Division III New
England Regional Championships with
a 17th-place finish out of 56 teams, with
Georgia Crane ’16 leading the way. The
senior finished the race with her best
regional time of 22:33.2. Jordan Silva
’16 also turned in her best regional
performance, ending the six-kilometer race
in 23:29.9. Prior to regionals, the Lyons
finished the NEWMAC Championships
in fifth place, with Crane earning AllConference honors for her 12th-place finish.
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Women’s cross country: The Lyons

Julia Cipriano ’16
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Soccer Association (NEWISA) Division III
All-New England Team. Cipriano ends her
career ranked second all time in games
played, eighth in assists and 10th in both
goals scored and points. Julie Beyar ’16
was named to the NEWMAC and NEWISA
Second Team, while Brooke Collard ’17 also
earned All-Conference honors.

Brooke Sabol ’16

sixth consecutive trip to the NEWMAC semifinals. Brooke Sabol ’16 wrapped up her career
with her second consecutive Intercollegiate
Women’s Lacrosse Coaches Association
(IWLCA) Berkshire All-Region First Team
accolade, while also earning a spot on the
NEWMAC All-Conference First Team. Sabol
was joined on the All-Conference list by Maria
Cambi ’16 (First Team) and Jenna Tewksbury
’16 (Second Team).

Men’s soccer: The Lyons made the
NEWMAC Tournament for the 18th consecutive season, earning the second seed in the
five-team tournament. For their work on the
field, Wheaton had a quartet of players
earn all-conference honors, with Noah
Kossoff ’16, Kevin Gil ’16 and Kevin
Davis ’17 earning First Team recognition.
Sophomore Amara Sesay ’18 was named to
the Second Team. Davis was also honored
as the 2016 Chad Yowell Athlete of the Year.

Women’s soccer: Julia Cipriano ’16 concluded her four-year career with a number
of individual accolades, including a National
Soccer Coaches of America Association
All-American honor. She is the 17th player
in 19 seasons to earn an All-American
distinction. Cipriano was also named the
NEWMAC Player of the Year, while earning
a spot on the conference First Team, as well
as the New England Women’s Intercollegiate

were one of two teams to be honored with
the NEWMAC Sportsmanship Award for their
character on the pool deck this season. The
team posted its best conference championship finish since the 2010–11 campaign,
breaking eight program records over the
four-day event, including seven individual
marks by Jonathan Dunnett ’18. Michael
“Mike” Gibson ’16 concluded his career with
NEWMAC Academic All-Conference honors.

Women’s swimming and diving: Finishing
the NEWMAC Championships in fifth place,
the Lyons shattered 10 program records
along the way. Jenna Hayden ’18 registered
a pair of NCAA B-Cut times in the 100yard butterfly and 100-yard freestyle, while
setting eight new team records. Rebecca
Idman ’16, Jessica Ryabin ’17 and Lucy Frey
’18 each earned NEWMAC Academic AllConference honors.
Synchronized swimming: Wheaton concluded the U.S. Collegiate National Championships
sixth overall, tallying 53.0 points, which
marked the 28th consecutive time the Lyons
have earned a top-10 finish at nationals. Emma
Willing ’17 earned an All-American award
at the conclusion of the meet, while Margy
Mackin ’19, Gabrielle “Gaby” Eustache ’19 and
Andreina Rojas ’18 each earned a Division III
All-Collegiate Award.
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Men’s swimming and diving: The Lyons

Deirdre Wilson ’16

Track and field: Cathryn MacGregor ’19 was
tabbed the NEWMAC Rookie of the Year after
guiding the Lyons outdoor track and field team
to a fourth-place performance at the conference championships. MacGregor won the
javelin, earning a First Team All-Conference
honor with a toss of 37.01m. Wheaton’s 4x100
meter relay and 4x400 meter relay teams each
earned All-Conference honors with first- and
second-place finishes, respectively, while
Emily Gustavson ’17 earned a pair of firstplace finishes in the 200-meter and 400-meter. Francesca Flynn ’16 placed first in the
100-meter, earning First-Team All-Conference
honors. Flynn, Gustavson, Georgia Crane
and the 4x100 relay team (Kalah Thomas ’17,
Gustavson, Kelly Ludew ’17 and Flynn) all
qualified for the NCAA Division III Outdoor
Track and Field Championships. Gustavson
also went to nationals in the 400-meter dash
during the indoor season. Samuel Miklovich
’16 and Brendan Sullivan ’17 paced the men’s
team this season, both earning spots at the
New England Division III Championships.

Volleyball: Deirdre Wilson ’16 ended
Softball: After concluding the season with
a 23–14 overall record, Emma Hart ’16 and
Caroline Fairbanks ’17 were each selected
to the 2016 National Fastpitch Coaches
Association Division III All-Region list. The
duo, along with teammate Kelly Welch ’16,
were also honored with NEWMAC AllConference accolades.
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the season with her second consecutive
NEWMAC All-Conference Second Team
honor. Wilson concluded her four-year career
sixth all time in program history in assists
with 1,785 and eighth in kills with 829. Q
—Matt Noonan ’10
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SNAP SHOTS

STEW MILNE

Dance, dance, pose
Members of TRYBE, S.O.L.E. and the Wheaton College Dance Company performed at the Once
Upon a TRYBE 2016 Gala, a modern take on fairy tales, on February 20, in Weber Theatre.
Former group
members
dropped by Mary
Lyon Hall for a
laughter-andspontaneousdance-infused
alumnae/i
reception before
the show, struck
a pose for the
camera, and
attended the
performance.
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Abroad view of the world
Do your research before you go, step out
of your comfort zone, don’t be afraid, and
manage your finances. That’s just some of
the advice that a gathering of students who
recently studied abroad shared with their
classmates during a casual Friday afternoon
chat over lo mein, quesadillas, grape leaves
and other ethnic foods. The Marshall Center
for Intercultural Learning sponsored the talk
on April 8 to give students an opportunity to
reflect on their experiences. Students who
have studied abroad in France, Australia,
Denmark, Brazil, South Africa and Bhutan
spoke about learning to adapt quickly
in unexpected situations, navigating the
complexities of other cultures, and becoming
more self-aware.

Row, row, row your boat
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Larycia Hawkins
talks solidarity
Larycia Hawkins, the political
science professor from the
evangelical Wheaton College
who started a controversy
by expressing solidarity with
Muslims, spent two days on
campus in April to discuss what
it means to embrace and support
others. She presented a lecture in
Cole chapel, visited classrooms to
talk to students and had informal
conversations with staff and
faculty members.

Government
in action
Wheaton hosted
a Massachusetts
legislative hearing
on February 23, in
Balfour-Hood, as
part of the state’s
annual budget cycle.
The Joint Committee
on Ways and Means
hearing focused
on public safety
expenditures.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Women in
computer science

Nothing says spring on campus like a fleet of
creatively crafted boats that may or may not stay
afloat as students “race” in the annual Head of the
Peacock. President Dennis M. Hanno seems to know
the best boat to take a ride on—the winning one.

A group of Norton High School
ninth- and 10th-grade students
were invited to campus in April
to hear from current Wheaton
female students who are
majoring in computer science
and planning careers in the
field. The panel discussion
was arranged by the Office of
Service, Spirituality and Social
Responsibility and the Computer
Science Department.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Meaningful
work
Passion for teaching, creating change
guides Derron Wallace’s path
By Becca Manning
When Professor of Sociology Kersti Yllo
considered whom to invite to deliver
the keynote at this year’s Sociology and
Anthropology Senior Symposium—her final
symposium before she retired this spring
after 35 years at Wheaton—she immediately
thought of Derron “J.R.” Wallace ’07.
Wallace, who majored in sociology and in
African, African American, diaspora studies,
racked up quite a number of achievements
and accolades while at Wheaton—including a Projects for Peace grant and a Watson
Fellowship—and his record during the nine
years since graduation has been equally impressive (a Fulbright, a Marshall, an awardwinning dissertation and a recent interview
with BBC Radio, to name a few).
“We in the department have been following his work since he left, and it’s just
amazing what he has accomplished in less
than 10 years,” Yllo said. “I also know him
as a very inspirational speaker, and he did
not disappoint.”
Now an assistant professor of education
and sociology at Brandeis University in
Waltham, Mass., Wallace stood out from
his earliest days at Wheaton. As a first-year
student taking an introductory sociology
course taught by Yllo and Professor Hyun
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Sook Kim, Wallace approached Yllo to ask
about becoming a teaching assistant.
“I said, ‘Great—we’ll do the work-study,
and next year when I teach the course
you can be an assistant and a peer tutor,’
and then he said he’d like to meet with me
about it. He had come up with a whole list
of suggestions for how the course could be
improved,” Yllo recalled.
Wallace did take the job the following
year, engaging with students at the library
and around campus in what he calls “impromptu teaching labs.” It was only near the
end of the semester that Yllo realized he had
been doing the work for free—his workstudy funding was already being used for a
different campus job.
Wallace recalls that being paid hadn’t occurred to him.
“I had a deep passion for teaching. I
always have, ever since I taught my very first
class as a third grade student in Jamaica,”
Wallace said. (He was stepping in for an absent teacher at the time and remembers it as
“one of the most exciting days of my life.”)
Looking back, those two moments—
teaching his third grade peers and tutoring
sociology students at Wheaton—were clear
signs of the path ahead.

“They were both early indications that a
life in the academy—as a scholar, teacher
and professor—was a course that suited me
well,” he said. “I really was just following my
passion. Thankfully, I was at an institution
and in a department that could facilitate that.”

Purpose-driven life
At Brandeis, Wallace teaches in both the
sociology and education departments,
covering a range of courses, including
“Critical Perspectives in Urban Education,”
“Sociology of Race, Class and Gender,”
“The Other African Americans: Comparative
Perspectives on Black Ethnic Diversity”
and “Social Inequality.” Though his teaching schedule keeps him busy, Wallace took
some time early this spring to return to
his alma mater for two separate speaking
engagements—the senior symposium on
February 4 and to moderate a Q&A session
after a guest lecture on March 21.
Back on campus for the first time since
graduating in 2007, Wallace checked out
some of his favorite campus spots, including the study carrel tucked between the
stacks at Madeleine Clark Wallace Library,
where he spent so much time as a student.
Sitting down in the library’s cozy Cole
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Keynote speaker Derron Wallace ’07, assistant professor of sociology and education at Brandeis University, and
Professor of Sociology Kersti Yllo have a laugh during the senior symposium event in February.

Room a few hours before delivering his
keynote, the alumnus chatted about his
Wheaton days and what he has been up to
since graduating.
For almost two years, Wallace has been
commuting to Boston from his home in the
Bronx, where he and his family have lived
since emigrating from Jamaica. Though he is
planning a move to Boston this summer with
his wife and young son, Wallace intends to
maintain a connection to his hometown.
“For me, public sociology isn’t simply
global. It isn’t simply thinking about what’s
going on in the Middle East; it isn’t simply
thinking about security issues in other parts
of the world. It’s about addressing those
security issues right on my block, right at
home,” he said. “So for me it has been
a choice, staying in the Bronx, and it’s a
choice I value. And when I go again I’m
going to miss it, but I know that I’ll always
come back.”
The term “public sociology” represents
Wallace’s personal philosophy and politics:
that his work should be meaningful and relevant, going beyond academic conversation
and actively seeking solutions to some of society’s most pressing issues. It’s a philosophy
he has certainly lived out since even before
he left Wheaton.
A Posse Scholar, Presidential Scholar
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and member of the Wheaton chapter of
the national honor society Phi Beta Kappa,
Wallace was involved in a number of activities as an undergraduate. He worked as a
peer academic advisor, served as Student
Government Association president, sang
with the Wheaton Chorale and Chamber
Singers, and became the first musical director of the Voices United to Jam gospel and
R&B group, among other pursuits.
Along with nurturing his passion for teaching, Wallace’s Wheaton education helped
set him on a path of activism.
“Wheaton was pivotal in shaping my pursuit of justice and awakening my mind to the
range of inequalities across the world, and,
perhaps more than that, providing me with
a set of skills and a sturdy belief that I could
somehow, within the company of other
leaders, address some of those structural
inequalities,” he said.
As a senior, Wallace won a Kathryn Davis
100 Projects for Peace grant. He used the
funding to implement a literacy program
and provide school uniforms for primary
students in Jamaica and to establish small
school libraries in Tanzania, where he had
earlier engaged in research and community
service on a Wheaton Fellowship.
He spent his first year after Wheaton
traveling around the world on a Thomas J.

Watson Fellowship. The prestigious award
enabled him to study the history and modern practice of Pentecostalism in Trinidad
and Tobago, Ghana, Uganda, Rwanda,
Ethiopia, United Kingdom and Guatemala.
It was a year filled with independence and
incredible challenges, and opportunities to
engage with local communities. In Trinidad,
he worked with the Catholic Commission on
Social Justice; in Guatemala, he helped start
a soup kitchen with a local church.
“My Watson afforded me unparalleled
freedom. I could do whatever I wanted. It
was perhaps one of the most treasured years
of my life,” he said. “What I loved most
about the Watson wasn’t just the ease it afforded but the very significant challenges it
presented.”
The following year, Wallace won a
Fulbright Scholarship to teach English and
conduct research on education reform in
Thailand. He was still working in Thailand
when he received another honor: a Marshall
Scholarship to study in the United Kingdom.
With the aid of the Marshall, Wallace
attended the University of Cambridge,
where he earned both a master’s degree in
educational research and a doctorate in the
sociology of education. But while he valued
the opportunity to immerse himself in academic pursuits, the time he spent away from
the university, as a community organizer in
South London, provided him with an equally
valuable education.
“I would travel to South London after
classes to interview scores of leaders from
mosques, from churches, primary schools,
medical centers—to build relationships
with them and to find issues of the common
good, to work on everything from affordable
housing to immigrant rights to street safety
to a living wage. Those were five of the most
challenging years of my life,” Wallace said.

Forward momentum
It was while working as a community organizer and building teams of leaders in the
community that Wallace says he became
a “student of justice” and came to a clear
understanding of what public sociology is.
“Now in my capacity as a professor, I get
to teach students about the things that I’ve
WheatonCollege
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Larycia Hawkins, formerly a
political science professor at
Wheaton College in Illinois,
delivered a public lecture in April
titled “Embodied Solidarity and the
Other Wheaton” in Cole Memorial
Chapel. After her talk, Wallace
moderated a Q&A session.

learned. I get to hear some of the challenges
they’re wrestling with, which are very familiar to me,” he said.
During his final years at the University of
Cambridge, Wallace also worked as founding national director of graduate and fellowship programs at The Posse Foundation
back in New York City. There, he mentored
the next generation of Posse Scholars and
helped graduating students apply for the
types of awards he had received, to continue
and expand their education after college.
These days, Wallace is as busy as ever,
continuing to balance numerous research
projects and gathering so many recognitions
that he honestly, and humbly, sometimes
loses track of them all.
This spring, he was awarded a fellowship from the Marion and Jasper Whiting
Foundation—a program that enables professors to study away from their home institutions. Wallace will use the funding to travel
to Antigua and Barbuda next winter, where
he will work with the Ministry of Education
on improving education in the region.
Also this spring, Wallace had an article
on black cultural capital among Caribbean
youth in South London published in
Sociology, the flagship journal of the British
Sociological Association (BSA). In July, he
will present as a panelist at a BSA conference at the University of Bristol in England.
He will also be interviewed this summer on
the issues discussed in his Sociology piece
by BBC Radio, for a social science segment
titled “Thinking Allowed.”
In between, he is working on a book
manuscript, a comparative ethnography of

black Caribbean youth in the United States
and United Kingdom.
“Since the 1930s, black Caribbean youth
have been deemed the high-achieving black
model minority in the United States, but in the
U.K. since the 1960s, they’ve been considered
an underachieving minority. I seek to understand how the politics of place, the order of
migration, and contrasting national histories
give rise to different perceptions of the same
ethnic group,” Wallace said of his book.
The opportunity to speak at the Wheaton
symposium this past February gave the alumnus an opportunity to reflect on his education
and to catch a glimpse of how the next wave
of graduates might impact the world.
“It was exciting to see that so many
Wheaton students in their own work had
been wrestling with similar questions or
dilemmas, thinking about what it means to
be a public sociologist or thinking through a
need for public sociology,” he said.
In his talk, Wallace noted the importance
of continuing one’s personal education
beyond school, suggesting that students
develop a “life syllabus.”
“Throughout college, your course of study
is driven by a series of syllabi designed for
you. Beyond one’s time at Wheaton or any
other first-rate liberal arts college, one has to
create a life syllabus—a list of contemporary
and classical works that continue to inform
and inspire the liberal arts tradition,” he said.
Six weeks after the symposium, Wallace
returned to campus to lead an armchair discussion with Larycia Hawkins, a former political science professor at Wheaton College
in Illinois. Last December, Hawkins’s
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decision to wear a hijab in solidarity with
Muslims touched off a controversy that
ended with her parting ways with the evangelical institution that shares a name but has
no affiliation with this Wheaton College.
Inspired by her message, Wheaton President
Dennis M. Hanno invited Hawkins to speak
on the topic of “embracing solidarity.”
In the conversation following Hawkins’s
talk, she and Wallace exchanged ideas
and discussed how she lived out solidarity
in ways that spoke to her religious traditions, political convictions and demands for
social justice.
“The main point I walked away with
from her lecture was how important it is to
actively engage difference,” Wallace said. “I
think the fundamental request from students
on college campuses, and the fundamental
demand of the global economy, is that we
prepare the next generations to broadly and
deeply engage difference.”
For Wallace, the conversation offered yet
another opportunity to continue on a path
he has walked since his earliest days as a
student: learning, teaching and pursuing
meaningful work in his life.
Though she retired this spring, Yllo said
she plans to keep in touch with Wallace and
looks forward to seeing what he does with
his next 10 years, and beyond.
“There are just so many levels of activity, from the very high-touch connection
of working with various boys’ groups to
mentoring Posse graduates to his serious
intellectual analysis of issues of race, gender
and education. He covers it all,” she said.
“It’s amazing.” Q
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Not business
as usual

Newest major leverages liberal
arts, inspires enterprising leaders
By Sandy Coleman
In the brightly lit Pawsmopolitan pet boutique, amid doggy birthday cookies, stuffed
animals and mango-scented shampoos, five
Wheaton students in the “Marketing” course
gather around owner Lori Dunbar one winter afternoon to present their strategies for
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attracting customers.
Their client listens intently to their ideas,
which include improving signage at her
Norton, Mass., shop; increasing social media; and offering discounts. Later, Dunbar
will dive into the carefully researched
68-page report that the students spent a

semester on, employing an arsenal of skills
ranging from data analysis to the use of effective communications.
Scenes like this one, featuring teams of
students serving as consultants, have been
playing out at businesses all over the local
area since Wheaton launched its newest

major, business and management, spring
semester 2014.
And it’s not business as usual.
Wheaton’s approach to the major draws
upon the breadth and depth of the college’s
liberal arts interdisciplinary curriculum,
commitment to experiential learning, and
desire to create enterprising leaders who
can meet the needs of a global marketplace
that demands skilled and nimble problem
solvers.
“It is a wonderful time to have a business
program that truly combines the liberal
arts,” says Brad Sago, the major’s founding
faculty member.
“A lot of traditional business schools are
bringing liberal arts into their business curriculum, whereas we are bringing business
into our liberal arts curriculum. Our students
have been taking classes in religion and
English, and philosophy and the sciences,
and working with different types of information throughout their college careers. More
and more types of businesses are seeking
people who know how to process different

DIEGO PEREZ ’15

Michael Sadowsky ’18 and his partners present their
textbook sales app at a MassChallenge event held
to announce Wheaton’s new partnership with the
startup accelerator. Student entrepreneurs presented
five-minute pitches for their own business and nonprofit startup ideas.
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Presenting Wheaton’s first class of graduating business and management majors

types of information and make sense out of
it.”
In fact, this need was the focus of a June 28
article in The Atlantic titled “Why America’s
Business Majors Are in Desperate Need of a
Liberal-Arts Education.” Based on an interview with Judy Samuelson, executive director
of the Aspen Institute’s Business and Society
Program, writer Yoni Appelbaum notes that,
while undergraduates flocking to traditional
business programs are getting entry-level jobs,
in the long term, businesses seeking CEOs or
managers want liberal arts graduates.
“Students are clamoring for degrees that
will help them secure jobs in a shifting
economy, but to succeed in the long term,
they’ll require an education that allows them
to grow, adapt, and contribute as citizens—
and to build successful careers,” Appelbaum
writes. “And it’s why many schools are shaking up their curricula to ensure that undergraduate business majors receive something
they may not even know they need—a
rigorous liberal arts education.”
Wheaton has been providing liberal arts
education since its start and now is applying
it to the business and management major.
And in addition to preparing well-rounded
leaders, the college’s approach has created a climate in which enterprising ideas
are flourishing among students across the
spectrum of majors and has fueled an entre-

Top five majors of the
Class of 2016
Business and management’s first graduating
class of 40 is the second-largest major
among the 399 total graduates.
Major

Total

Psychology

58

Business and management

40

Economics

37

English

28

Art, studio

24

Source: Office of the Registrar

preneurial spirit. There is a new partnership
with the world’s largest startup accelerator,
Boston-based MassChallenge, and a new
Entrepreneurship Club, for which business
professor Nancy Scott serves as an advisor.
The Student Business Association that was
started in 2013 is going strong with guidance from faculty. Student-run businesses
are cropping up, and the Wheaton Summer
Institute for Social Entrepreneurship, in
partnership with the Global Center for Social
Entrepreneurship Network, this summer
helped attendees create economic value
while addressing critical social problems.
This May, the major’s first class of graduates walked across the Commencement
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Professor of Business and Management Brad Sago
reaches out to the local community to establish
internships and consulting partnerships for classbased projects. He also participates in events like
one in March presented to the Tri-Town Chamber of
Commerce, in which he provided an update on the
business major and spoke about the role the college
plays in economic development.

stage. There were 40 of them among the
399 total graduates, making business and
management the college’s second-largest
major, and highlighting the kind of success
Wheaton administrators and faculty had in
mind when they created the program.
“Three things were important to me and
the faculty in general when we approved the
new major—students would be drawn to it;
the major would connect to other programs
in the liberal arts and sciences; and the business and management faculty would make
themselves thoughtful partners with their
colleagues,” says education and history professor Linda Eisenmann, who was provost at
the time the major was being created. “All
of these have happened over the past few
years.”
“I’m excited to see how quickly the
major has grown, becoming a firm part

of the Wheaton curriculum,” Eisenmann
adds. “Many students are double majoring
in business and other fields; others are
seeking some management education as a
minor, complementing their other arts and
sciences programs. This is exactly what we
intended.”

English with a side of business
Evelyn Fisher ’16 is a case in point. She
chose to major in English because she
enjoys reading and interpreting literature.
She also pursued business and management
as a minor, hoping to make her skills more
marketable and allow her to better work in a
business environment.
“After Wheaton, my ultimate goal is to
get into the publishing industry. English
has helped me to appreciate literature, and
business and management courses have
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Kyle Rumberger ’16 grew up on Cape
Cod caddying for many business people.
He was always intrigued by their work
and imagined someday walking the
same entrepreneurial path.
“They provided me with insight over
the 12 years I caddied, and business
and economics were the two areas I
became interested in through those
experiences,” says Rumberger, who
majored in business and management
and economics.
This summer the Barnstable,
Mass., resident returned to the Cape
a businessman himself. He is the
co-owner of Cape Fifteen (capefifteen.
com), which he began working on as
a sophomore with best friend Shane
MacNeill and then officially launched
in 2015. The company, which gets its
name from the 15 towns that make
up Cape Cod, offers locally inspired
lifestyle clothing, and seeks to give back
to the community by way of donations
and contributions to local conservation
efforts and nonprofits.
“My best friend and I recognized
that there was an opportunity for a
new clothing company to represent
Cape Cod,” says Rumberger, formerly
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Creating a company that honors local style, gives back

Kyle Rumberger ’16, left, is co-owner of Cape Fifteen. Launched in 2015, the apparel company is named for and gets its
inspiration from Cape Cod’s 15 towns. Rumberger started the company with his friend Shane MacNeill.

a member of Wheaton’s lacrosse
team. “We want to contribute to the
preservation of the beautiful place that
we know and love.”
Rumberger says that the
interdisciplinary nature of the
business major has been invaluable
to building Cape Fifteen. “My
business courses have included
much more than just business. Some
have had environmental aspects;
some have included employee
psychological lessons. Many have
dealt with human interaction, which
is one of the most important aspects
of running a business,” he says.

“The courses have taught me how to
interact in a business-like way, as well
as how to strive for sustainable business
practices. They have taught me how to
maintain relationships and work with
others in positive and encouraging ways,
as well as how to divide work up in an
efficient way that maximizes the abilities
of those involved,” he says.
“In ‘Business and Management
Responsibility,’ I found the motivation
to become a socially conscious
business that cares about all of its
business practices, from start to
finish. This has come into play when
choosing whom we design, produce

and bank with. I am very thankful
for Wheaton and the members
of its community. The people
whom I have met at this school
have helped inspire this company
through encouragement or business
endeavors they have taken on here
as entrepreneurs themselves. If it
were not for those at this school, our
idea may never have come to life.
I am prepared to continue building
this company in the future, as well as
taking on any new challenges, thanks
to the rigorous and challenging
classes and extracurricular activities I
have balanced here at Wheaton.”

illuminated the inner workings of a business
for me,” Fisher says.
The “Marketing” course (taught by Sago)
and the assigned team project in which
Fisher and her classmates developed strategies for the Norton pet boutique drew upon
knowledge from both areas of her academic
study.
“For the project, we had to think a lot
more creatively than usual to find exciting
ways to promote the business. I know that
I used the same kind of analytical thinking and the writing skills that I used in my
English major. We also did research and
applied what we learned,” Fisher says.
The owner of Pawsmopolitan says she
already has begun to implement some of
their ideas.
“I loved their enthusiasm and great suggestions,” says Dunbar, who has operated
her shop for eight years. “I felt that they truly
cared about helping my business.”
Fisher is happy that her work has contributed to a local business while providing her
with hands-on experience.
“I learned a lot about the different aspects
of running a small business from Lori, as
well as from the class itself. Learning about
the breadth of what marketing is and does
was the most interesting and helpful aspect,”
Fisher says.

Concentrating on the future
For Tyler Kickham ’16, the business and
management major provided opportunities
to home in on career aspirations.
“I’ve never really had detailed career
plans. I knew I wanted to work in business
or with computers, ideally in a position that
mixed the two. The business courses have
helped me with the business aspect of my
plans, and the structure of the major allowed
me to tie my two interests together with the
analytics and new media concentration,”
Kickham says. “The courses in the major are
based on real-world application rather than
just the material from the textbook, which
does a lot more for preparing students for
life after graduation.”
The coursework and the major’s required
internship helped him land a full-time job just
weeks after graduation at Plantation Products,
LLC, a Norton, Mass.-based company where
he interned as a marketing analyst.
Michael Pietrasiewicz, president and
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Group members in the “Marketing” course present their report and recommendations to client and shop owner
Lori Dunbar (center). Students pictured: Natasha Coleman ’16, Olivia Moriarty ’17, Evelyn Fisher ’16, Alexa
Sanchez ’17 and Brooke Collard ’17

CEO of Plantation Products, LLC, which
offers flower, vegetable and herb seeds and
planting materials, says seeing firsthand
Kickham’s approach to tasks during his
internship was instrumental in offering him
the job.
“Tyler was a perfect fit for us,” says
Pietrasiewicz, who became interested in
Wheaton’s internship program after Sago
directly approached him to seek the opportunity. “I believe that college is about
learning how to learn and to think critically,
rather than training for a specific job. Tyler
is a good example. During his internship,
we had him go into retail stores and obtain
consumer information through interviews.
The assignment was constantly evolving
based on the answers from consumers. This
required Tyler to learn to ask new sets of
questions on his own so that he could make
assessments about consumer behavior.”
Kickham now is a production planner, which involves creating plan-o-grams
(schematics for merchandising), as well as
teaching others about company products in
a class-like environment.
“My favorite part is that most of my tasks
revolve around problem-solving,” says
Kickham. “Whether it’s mapping everything
out in a plan-o-gram to ensure everything
fits well, or figuring out which seed lots
to send on a production run to minimize
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A speaker series puts students in direct contact with
a network of successful professionals, including Ligia
Bonetti Du-Breil ’89, executive president and chief
executive officer of SID Group, a Dominican Republicbased company that produces and exports a diverse
range of products and is the sole distributor in the
region for companies such as Kellogg’s, KimberlyClark, Hershey’s and General Mills. Du-Breil, whom
Forbes Magazine named the most powerful and
influential female leader in the Dominican Republic in
2015, spoke on campus in April.
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the inventory in the warehouse, I get the
satisfaction of figuring things out all day.
Having a liberal arts aspect to the business
major helps me to see a broader picture and
provides alternative ways of thinking.”

Doubling up to put passions to work
Wilson Sadowski ’16 fell in love with
German after taking two semesters of the
language, so he decided to major in it.
When Wheaton’s new business and management major came along, it, too, seemed
perfect, so he double majored.
He says he can’t wait to see where his

academic studies lead him (perhaps to
Germany to work someday, he hopes). For
now, they already have taken the new graduate to Boston to work at Price Intelligently
developing pricing strategies for Software as
a Service (SaaS) companies.
“It’s interesting when I consider how a
liberal arts education will translate in my career and postgraduate life,” says Sadowski, a
former manager of the Lyon’s Den. “Perhaps
my most valuable learning experiences at
Wheaton came from staying resilient and
trying to digest the material in courses in
academic areas where I was weaker as a stu-

dent (in philosophy and cultural anthropology). To that end, I think a business student
from a liberal arts institution is equipped
with a unique understanding of how best to
navigate situations where he or she feels out
of his or her intellectual comfort zone.”
Lauren Schiffer ’16, like Sadowski,
doubled up on her academic interests and
majored in both business and management
and music.
“I have always loved singing and performing. It is such a big part of my life, but I
knew that I didn’t want to be a performer for
a living,” says Schiffer, who was a member

Every successful entrepreneur knows
that the best business begins with
focusing on a problem that needs to
be solved. For Wheaton sophomore
Michael Sadowsky and his classmates,
solving a problem not only has led them
to create their own business but also to
found a new club that aims to help other
students start businesses that make a
difference on campus and beyond.
The new Entrepreneurship Club
held its first big event, the Social
Entrepreneurship Business Pitch
Competition, in April. All competitors
were encouraged to propose ventures
that address a significant social
problem.
Mary Margret Yancey ’18, a sociology
and business and management major
who sings with The Blend, won first
place with her pitch for an a cappella
festival aimed at raising money for
local arts and music programs. Sarah
Alexander ’16, a member of the
women’s volleyball team, won second
for Impressions, an app that will educate
people on how to dress for the business
world. Richard Davies ’17, a member of
the men’s swimming and diving team,
also won second for his Inspired by You,
which aims to encourage social change
through art produced by Wheaton
students, with proceeds going to
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Entrepreneurship Club encourages startup ideas

The Entrepreneurship Club held its first-ever Social Entrepreneurship Competition.
From left, Richard Davies ’17, Omar Al-Mogahed ’18, Michael Sadowsky ’18,
President Dennis M. Hanno, Mary Margret Yancey ’18, Mike Caslin (a contest judge)
and Sarah Alexander ’16

charitable causes.
Yancey received a $1,000 grant
from the Global Center for Social
Entrepreneurship Network Foundation
(GCSEN) to help with legal and
operational setup and launch costs.
The second place winners each
received $200. The winners also got an
opportunity to receive advice from Mike
Caslin, the CEO of the New York-based
GCSEN Foundation and one of the
judges for the competition.
The contest was just one of many
initiatives the Entrepreneurship Club
hopes to launch on campus. The aim

is to enhance the college experience
by encouraging a startup culture on
campus, said Sadowsky, club president.
The idea for the club developed
after business partners Sadowsky,
Omar Al-Mogahed ’18, Benjamin
Robinson ’18, Khaled Sharafaddin
’16 and Caleb Wastler ’17 ran into
problems while working to start their
own business, EZBook LLC, during
the past year. EZBook, which officially
launches in August, is an app that
serves as a platform for students to
sell and buy textbooks.
“I was disappointed at how much

money we would pay for a textbook, and
how much money we would get in return
when selling it back to the bookstore. I
thought there must be another way to
do it. Students should have the ability to
sell their books directly to their college
peers rather than bookstores. That’s
where the idea of EZBook came from,”
Sadowsky said.
“It took us six months to form an
LLC,” he said. “That is way to long. If
we had someone to help us through
this process, we would have reached
the same point in two months. This
is why I started the Entrepreneurship
Club—to share with others on campus
what I learned from my journey with
EZBook.”
The experience has forced the
partners to become great multitaskers
and is great preparation for the future,
Sadowsky said. Already, they have
pitched their business at MassChallenge
to alumnae/i and Wheaton trustees, and
have been featured in a Sun Chronicle
(Attleboro, Mass.) news article.
“I feel like we are just getting
started,” he said. “I think the business
pitch event went great. I am so excited
about what the future holds. Our club
is going to positively affect Wheaton in
a unique way. At the end of the day, we
are problem-solvers.”
WheatonCollege
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A course for success
The major is structured to provide an opportunity for students to explore connections
through concentration in one of five interdisciplinary areas that range from analytics and
new media to society and the environment.
Class-based, hands-on projects put them
in close contact with the local community
surrounding the college, while the flexibility
of the program accommodates study abroad,
points out Sago.
And the major goes beyond equipping
students to meet business needs and to
make money. It also teaches and encourages
them to make change, through responsible
and ethical business leadership.
In the “Business and Management
Responsibility” course taught by visiting
instructor Allison Richardson this spring,
students researched and developed six
initiatives focused on sustainability and the
environment, and presented them in class
to Brian Douglas, Wheaton’s executive vice
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of the Wheaton Whims. “I have also enjoyed
being behind the scenes organizing events
such as my high school’s summer theater
productions and concerts for my a cappella
group. I felt that a business major would
complement my music major and give me
the skills I needed to successfully run a performance organization.”
Since graduating, Schiffer is temporarily
working full time as an administrative assistant at the Norfolk Chamber Music Festival
in Connecticut. She plans to pursue a career
in arts administration with a nonprofit music
organization.
“The concentration aspect of the major not
only allows but requires students to explore
the academic world beyond business. For
example, I have taken a sociology, education,
and music class as part of my business major.
It has been valuable to interact with faculty
from different departments and experience
different expectations for writing and rhetoric.
It also has been really important to take classes in different disciplines because they have
challenged my pre-existing ideas of how the
world works, forced me to see complex issues
from multiple perspectives and strengthened
my ability to defend my beliefs.”

In “Business and Management Responsibility,” taught by visiting instructor Allison Richardson, students presented
six sustainability initiatives to Brian Douglas, Wheaton’s executive vice president for finance and administration.

president for finance and administration.
“The goal was to determine whether these
initiatives make sense, have a positive return
on investment and seem feasible to consider
for implementation,” says Richardson.
Douglas, whose role includes helping to
make the campus more environmentally sustainable, says he found the students’ analyses
of potential projects helpful and insightful.
“For instance, one of the projects was to
consider increasing the number of filtered
water bubblers on campus to encourage
more use of reusable water bottles. This
summer, through a combination of college
funding, SGA support and philanthropic
contributions, we are now deploying
two dozen filtered-water bubblers across
campus. The students blended financial
analysis with social consciousness in a
way that drove us to action. Great result,”
Douglas says.
The class also has helped business and
management and economics double major
Braden Marstaller ’18 lead the Student Business
Association (SBA), which has 85 members.
“The biggest challenges I face are communication, marketing the association and planning events,” says Marstaller, SBA president.
“‘Business Management and Responsibility’ and
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‘Fundamentals of Business’ have been a vital
part of running this club in the most efficient
way possible. I’ve been able to take the skills
needed to promote, manage and equally distribute responsibilities among the members.”
Sago points out that the business and
management major has been quickly accepted by students and has done well since
its start.
In May 2015, the College Recruiter ranked
Wheaton as No. 1 on its list of Top 12
Hidden Gem Colleges for Employers Hiring
Business Majors. Last fall, the college hired
two new tenure-track professors. This fall,
three new courses will be added.
However, Sago stresses, the work is
not done. “The growth of the program
is ongoing. Identifying and further
integrating methods to offer additional
valuable experiences for our students
will continue. We plan to continue to
refine the depth and breadth of class
and extracurricular offerings, and hone
the experiential projects and internships
with businesses and nonprofits that
provide students opportunities to put
skills, including critical thinking, problemsolving, creativity, decision making and
communication, into action.” Q
SUMMER 2016 27

A view

28 WHEATON QUARTERLY

from the top
Kathleen
McNally
Sloane ’68
is at home
in real
estate

By Rachel Bowie ’04
Thirty-eight floors up, at the United Nations Plaza in New York City,
Kathleen “Kathy” McNally Sloane ’68 is giving a captivating tour of the $7.5
million four-bedroom penthouse apartment she’s working hard to sell on
a snowy February morning. As she moves from the living room to the dining room to the kitchen, pointing out the sweeping views of some of New
York’s most thrilling landmarks (the East River, the Empire State Building,
the UN headquarters), you can see that not only is Sloane at the top of this
towering building, she’s at the top of her game in life.
The philosophy major spent a brief time in publishing at Harper’s Bazaar
magazine, engaged in historic preservation causes as a politician’s wife and
partner, and then discovered that her true passion was saving historic buildings and making sure they were in the hands of those who cherished them.
That discovery led her to get her real estate license in 1979.
Fast-forward to 2016. She’s now one of New York’s most powerful real
estate brokers, with more than $1 billion in sales and a client list that includes
Robert Redford, Martha Stewart, Diane Sawyer and a certain VIP political family, whom she has found houses for in both New York and Washington, D.C.
The foundation for her impressive career was set during her four years on
campus taking philosophy, history and French classes from professors so
memorable that their words are still at the forefront of her thoughts today as
she brokers deals with people from all over the world.
During her time at Wheaton, Sloane notes, she not only learned to think
critically and problem solve but also to lead. That has served her well and
helped her seal a deal that involved pleasing a presidential family and a
corps of Secret Service agents while in the limelight of a media frenzy. And
she did it with enough calm and skill to be able to matter-of-factly tell a
New York Times writer in a 1999 article about the sale, “Everything about
this was normal—except that they are the First Family.”

Finding the First Family a house

ROSSA COLE PHOTOS

In 1999, Hillary Clinton asked Sloane to help her find a home that she
and her family could move into after the White House years. Sloane quickly
realized that it was more than just Bill Clinton, Hillary and daughter Chelsea
that she would have to please.
“The Secret Service was important, because they had to approve anything we
did because the president was going to live there,” Sloane says. “Even though
they said they would approve anything, that did not turn out to be the case.”
In fact, Sloane looked at 91 houses in seven New York counties before
she found one that was a perfect fit.
“I discovered that the Secret Service really liked a cul-de-sac because
it meant they could cut off the road easily,” she says. “When I found the
house in Chappaqua, I called Hillary, who was on Martha’s Vineyard, and
she flew right down.”
Once Sloane had the First Lady’s approval, they called the president to
arrange a time for him to look at the house.
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“Looking back, it was an
irreplaceable time to be a college
“At this point, we were followed by about
50 members of the press, and the president
invited all the neighbors into the front yard,
with their dogs,” Sloane says. “I said, ‘Well, it
seems to me that each one of you is reacting
more strongly and positively to this house
than any other house, so what do you think?’”
Bill, Hillary and Chelsea all agreed this
was the house. Just like that, the First Family
had a home—a $1.7 million, 11-room
Dutch Colonial home in Chappaqua, N.Y., a
woodsy suburb of Westchester County.
And Sloane had successfully pulled off
one of the most high-profile sales of her
career. “I was so relieved that we found the
perfect place,” she says.
In late 2000, then newly elected Senator
Hillary Clinton once again called upon
Sloane to find a home for the family in
Washington, D.C., and Sloane again found
success.

Building a foundation at Wheaton
Finding the right place has been a theme
in Sloane’s life, starting from the day she arrived at Wheaton.
Sloane still remembers the day her mother
drove her from Pittsburgh, Pa., to Wheaton
so that she could tour the campus. Sloane
was pretty much sold that it was the right
school for her—her best friend from childhood, Ellin Hahn Wymard Malone ’67, was
already a student here.
Her conversations with the wife of
J. Arthur Martin, professor and chair of
Wheaton’s Religion Department at the time,
helped seal the deal. The professor’s wife
talked a lot about the benefits of a Wheaton
liberal arts education and the fact that the
college was a small community of students
but also was close to many big cities, such
as Boston and New York.
From the moment she enrolled, Sloane
was deeply caught up in campus life. The
mid- to late 1960s were a volatile time politically, and Sloane—who managed to carve
out a place in the Religion Department as
a philosophy major to ensure that Professor
Martin would be her thesis advisor—spent
almost every weekend traveling to those
nearby cities just to soak up the culture and
keep her finger on the pulse of the world
during the Vietnam War.
Even though she was brought up as a
Democrat, she was very active as a member
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student. There were massive
demonstrations with genius
thinkers about the war and what
to do and who should be the next
president. Wheaton was at the
center of it all.”
of the Republican Club on campus because
she felt that it gave her a way to actually
contribute to local politics in Massachusetts.
“The Republican Club was really doing
things on the reform side in Massachusetts on
the theory that all politics is local, and I had
the opportunity to work for a candidate that
had good ideas for the community,” she says.
Her friend and classmate Christine Todd
Whitman ’68, who served as the 50th governor of New Jersey from 1994 to 2001, recalls
that “Kathy was always looking to engage
the student body in the current political
dialogue.”
Friend Ellen Murphy Warner ’69 says that
she’s not surprised at all by Sloane’s career
success, given their interactions on campus.
“Kathy has a curious and interested mind
and a great social conscience, which was
evident from the start. She is—and always
has been—a people person and a truly
decent person herself,” Warner says.
During an interview over drinks at New
York City’s famed Carlyle Hotel, just blocks
from Sloane’s Upper East Side home,
she reminisces about her Wheaton days.
“Looking back, it was an irreplaceable time
to be a college student. There were massive
demonstrations with genius thinkers about
the war and what to do and who should
be the next president. Wheaton was at the
center of it all,” she says.
Back then, Sloane had no idea that she,
too, would soon be at the center of it all,
moving from Norton to New York for work,
first in magazines.

Moving into publishing
When she graduated from Wheaton,
Sloane was nervous about finding a job,
but she quickly landed on her feet as an assistant at Harper’s Bazaar magazine in New
York City. The role was part of a unique
training program designed to give new hires
a big-picture view of the publishing world
by allowing them to rotate between editorial
and advertising departments.

“My first post was with the fashion department, which was where the entire magazine came together,” she says. There, she
witnessed a regular rotation of iconic 1960s
designers and photographers—everyone
from Oscar de la Renta to fashion photographer Francesco Scavullo—as they dropped
by to preview and discuss their work.
“These were the people deciding what
fashion was,” she recalls. “If they said life
would be about the belt, it became about the
belt. The best part was raiding the accessories
closet, which they cleaned out once a month.”
After her stint in the fashion department,
Sloane’s next assignment was in the literary department of the magazine. But at that
point, she had started to date Harvey Sloane,
a public health doctor from Louisville, Ky.
As the pair began their courtship, Sloane
became increasingly disenchanted with the
literary side of magazines.
“This was before things were emailed
or scanned, and I just remember staring
at stacks of paper manuscripts that people
had spent so much time on that would
probably never be read,” she says. “At that
point, I was getting ready to move on to the
advertising department—the next stop in
my rotation—but I never got there because
Harvey and I became engaged.”
Sloane left New York to move to Louisville
with her fiancé, who was hard at work
building a neighborhood health center for
indigent families there. For her, it was a
welcome change—she loved Louisville and
was eager to begin her new life.

Opening a door to a new focus
In Louisville, Sloane immediately took on
championing the preservation of historic
properties in her neighborhood. The properties were in danger of being taken down as
part of an urban renewal project.
She and her new neighbors made
speeches and went door to door fundraising
all over Louisville to help gain the support of
the community.
“Thank goodness the neighborhood and
all its beautiful row houses still exist,” Sloane
says. “That was my first moment in a leadership role. I learned that you have to draw
attention to what’s going on, but everything
has to be community-based and ultimately
there has to be pride from both sides in what
you’re trying to accomplish.”
WheatonCollege

@wheaton

As Sloane’s work and interest in historic
preservation continued to grow, so did her
husband’s career in politics. He ran for
mayor of Louisville and was elected in 1973.
She helped him every step of the way, with
their 2-year-old daughter, Abigail, in tow
during months of meet-and-greets.
After the election, while her husband
rebuilt the city hospital and implemented
emergency services, including a 911 system,
Sloane oversaw 536 volunteers, who helped
with everything from expanding greenery
in the city by planting trees to dealing with
major crises like tornadoes and the desegregation of public schools.
In the late ’70s—just before her husband
was elected for his second term as mayor—
she began to devote a lot more of her time
and energy to the historic preservation of
homes and properties throughout Kentucky.
“I was elected to be chairman of the State
Board of Historic Preservation in 1975,
which required me to tour the state to identify every historic structure and talk to people
about the value of the homes they lived in
so we could work together to save historic
properties from demolition,” says Sloane.
“My biggest fear was, ‘Where would these
houses be in 60 years? Would they be torn
down or restored or what?’ Then, after we
saved them, my attention turned to, ‘OK, well,
who is going to live in these structures?’”
At the time, she and her family lived in a
7,500-square-foot home in Old Louisville, a
historic district that included 1,600 structures
that she and her husband had helped protect.
She decided that one way to preserve
historic properties was to get a real estate
license to ensure the homes had buyers who
would care. Once she had it and began

working for one of the largest suburban real
estate companies in the area, she was the
top seller within a year—all of this as the
busy wife and partner of a politician and
mother of three.

Owning the keys to the city
Sloane was still living in Louisville
in 1984 when she got a call from an
old friend, Larry Rockefeller. He was in
upstate New York to restore an inn and
save Beaverkill Valley in the Catskills, and
wanted Sloane’s help with marketing and
finding conservation-minded buyers.
“The Beaverkill project began because
there is a very famous river there called the
Upper Beaverkill Stream, which is one of the
most important trout streams in America,”
Sloane says. “It’s a beautiful place, but a lot
of people discovered it and moved trailers
there, so there were trailers parked all along
the stream and there was no sanitation, so
they were polluting the stream. Larry decided
to use his resources—and those of his father,
Laurance Rockefeller—to save that valley.”
Sloane took the opportunity to get her
New York real estate license. After serving as a consultant on the Beaverkill Valley
project, she then secured a full-time job in
1986 at Brown Harris Stevens in Manhattan,
where her Wheaton roommate, Mary
Kernan Rutherford ’68, worked and had
encouraged her to apply.
Now, decades into her real estate career,
with more than $1 billion in New York sales
alone (selling properties ranging from a
$150,000 garden studio to a $70 million coop), Sloane says it feels as if her career is just
getting started.
“It’s a constant learning curve,” she explains.
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“New York is filled with historic properties,
and although there are many established apartment buildings that have been built for that
purpose, there are a lot of potential reuses and
adaptive reuses of those buildings, whether
they’re in Manhattan or Brooklyn or Harlem.
My job is to stay on top of the changes and the
trends. There’s a lot to learn every day, and I
have to keep my finger on the pulse, which is
what makes this career so exciting.”
New York is home turf, but she also
spends many days traveling the world to
meet with potential clients and to scope out
properties and new business opportunities
in places as close as Miami and as far away
as Shanghai.
According to Stephen Larkin ’92, who has
spent 15 years working in real estate public
relations and sales in the city, there’s no
tougher market than New York.
“Demand is high and inventory is low,
especially for the kinds of properties Kathy’s
clients require,” he says. “There are only
so many best-in-class views, locations and
amenities, and Kathy Sloane is very good at
finding them for her discerning clientele. She
stands out not only for being a real estate
veteran but as someone who has been at the
top of her game for decades.”
And she shows no sign of slowing down.
She credits her life experiences, beginning at
Wheaton, with helping her find the right path.
“Whether it’s the lessons learned in history
or philosophy courses I took or the friendships that have continued to thrive over all
these years, Wheaton is always an active part
of my life,” she says. “I’m forever grateful.” Q
Rachel Bowie ’04 is a New York-based writer,
editor, content producer and blogger.
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A crowning achievement
Khrystian King ’95 earns spot on Worcester City Council
A devotion to community service and social
responsibility has defined the life and career
of Khrystian King ’95. Now he is putting
his beliefs into action as Worcester’s newly
elected city councilor.
“I am proud to be the first black male
elected to the Worcester city government in
80 years,” said King, who won the election in November 2015. “Representative
government is an evolving reality here
in Massachusetts, and I am honored and
humbled to be a part of it.”
King’s political accomplishment follows
a long, successful career as a social worker
and community volunteer.
It began when, as a young man and
first-generation American, he witnessed the
terrible impact of violence in his community.
(His parents emigrated from Bermuda.)
“By the time I reached my twenties, I
had lost three friends to gun violence in
Worcester,” King said. “In fact, as a sophomore at Wheaton, I found it was these experiences that steered my academic course
of study.”
King, a student-athlete on the men’s basketball team, graduated from Wheaton with
a bachelor’s degree in social psychology,
and completed his thesis on the socialization
of black males in America.
Among the faculty who influenced him
were Professor of Sociology Kersti Yllo,
Professor Emeritus of Psychology Derek
Price and William Thompson, a visiting
professor of sociology who taught classes on
social change, race and ethnicity, King said.
“These professors allowed academic pursuit and enlightenment in the areas of social
justice while focusing on the scientific study,
treatment and analysis of individual and collective behavior,” he said.
At Wheaton, the visit of author Deborah
Prothrow-Stith to discuss her book Deadly
Consequences—which described youth
violence as a public health concern—and
his volunteer work at Hasbro Children’s
Hospital both inspired King to work on
behalf of youth, he said.
After graduation, King pursued a master’s degree from Simmons College School
of Social Work, for which he completed a
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Khrystian King ’95 has been elected to Worcester City Council.

clinical internship at St. Vincent’s Hospital in
Worcester. In this role, he provided therapeutic support to parents with addiction
issues and their children.
“This experience really helped solidify my
character,” he said.
King eventually became an outreach
adolescent counselor, front-line adolescent
protective social worker and emergency
response child-welfare investigator for the
Massachusetts Department of Children and
Families. He also earned an M.P.A. certification from Suffolk University’s Center for
Public Management in Boston.
As a volunteer, King transformed his love
of basketball into a way to positively engage
local youth. He coaches various teams and
serves as director for an inner-city basketball
league. He also helped establish Worcester’s
first Amateur Athletic Union Girls’ Basketball
program, which provides grassroots-level
sports programs for all ages.

Now, as newly elected city counselor,
King is eager to hit the ground running.
“I want to focus on what I ran on—trying to make a difference for our youth with
a community perspective, putting public
safety first and working across neighborhoods,” he said. “It’s the public trust, and it
is humbling to earn an opportunity to serve
your neighbor. I’m looking forward to working with my respected colleagues, learning
the job and keeping my word.”
King said his Wheaton connections
helped him get to where he is today.
“If it were not for the significant support
of Sabatino Guerriero ’95, Mahlon Williams
’95, Will Hawkins ’93 and Drew Goodman
’94—my fellow alums and former basketball
teammates at Wheaton—this would not have
been a viable campaign. I am indebted not
only to the education I earned at Wheaton
but to their lifelong support,” he said. Q
—Laura Pedulli
WheatonCollege
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Redefining party lines
Speaking to a political science class this
spring, former New Jersey governor and
longtime Republican Christine Todd
Whitman ’68 discussed the changing role of
political parties, the need for collaboration
and the 2016 presidential primary.
Whitman, who also served as administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) under President George W. Bush, now
runs the Whitman Strategy Group, a team
of environmental consultants. She was on
campus to deliver a public lecture, “The
Politics of Environment,” and also met with
students in Assistant Professor of Political
Science Bradford Bishop’s “Political Parties”
and “American Political System” classes.
As the child of two parents active in the
Republican Party, Whitman was immersed
in politics early on, attending the
Republican National Convention from
age 9. As a teenager, she reaffirmed
her position as a Republican, separate
from her parents’ views, appreciating
the party’s focus on three key areas:
fiscal discipline, a strong national defense and environmental protection.
In those days, she said, both parties did not try to define their stance on
every issue—allowing members to have
differing views within the platform.
“The language you hear today is different,” Whitman said. “It’s, ‘If you don’t think
the way I do, you’re the enemy.’ That makes
it difficult to reach a consensus.”
Whitman said she still sees the value of
political parties, which provide structure,
but adds that they need to step back. She
pointed to two contentious issues: abortion
and climate change. The Republican Party
view on both is strict, but within each issue,
Whitman said, there should be room for
compromise.
Alyssa Gilman ’16, a psychology major,
said she was impressed by how Whitman
revealed a different kind of Republican Party
than the one that is so often “vilified and
derided” in the media.
“It was nice to have someone present the
opposing side and do it really well,” Gilman
said. “It definitely made me and many others
reflect on our political beliefs.”
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Christine Todd Whitman ’68 talks politics, presidential election

Christine Todd Whitman ’68, former governor
of New Jersey and former administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency, visited
campus in April.

On the subject of the 2016 primary,
Whitman expressed concern over how candidates had exploited the anger and frustration many Americans were feeling with the
current economy.
“People are understandably open to
suggestion,” she said. “It doesn’t make them
evil people; it makes them desperate people.”
William Sweet ’17 found Whitman’s experience as head of the EPA especially interesting.
“As a biology major who is passionate about
environmental protection, it was encouraging
to hear a politician talk about the role she has
had in protecting our planet,” Sweet said.
Whitman continued the conversation that
evening in her public lecture, where Sarah
Hilton ’16, outgoing president of the Student
Government Association, introduced her as
a “role model in using a Wheaton education
to better the world around us.” During the
talk, Whitman detailed why environmental
protection is vital, the political challenges of
environmental regulation and the path for
making progress.
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“In 2013, in this country alone,
91,000 people died from bad-airrelated problems, such as heart disease, emphysema and other results
of dirty air. That’s almost three times
as many people as died from car accidents,”
she said. “Think about the amount of time
we spend trying to make our cars and our
roads safer. We don’t talk about the environment the same way because we don’t
always see it in the same light.”
While a vocal minority continue to question the reality of climate change, Whitman
said, the majority of Americans agree that
the planet is warming, that humans have
played a role, and that we must change our
behaviors to mitigate problems. The fact that
some people disagree strongly with these
views does not mean the country cannot
make progress, she said.
Whitman noted that the EPA was established in 1970 during the Nixon administration, amid a great deal of political and social
turmoil, due to public demand for action by
the government.
“That should be a real reminder to us
that things aren’t going to change unless we
demand it,” she said. Q
—Becca Manning and Michael Graca
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Spatial relations
Seated beside a pingpong table in the common area of the WeWork offices (a provider
of shared workspace) in Lower Manhattan,
Claire Rowell ’12 is unphased by the competitive doubles game going on beside her
as she discusses her Wheaton roots.
It makes sense: Her job as a workplace
anthropologist for New York-based startup
PLASTARC—which happens to rent office
space just a few floors away from the pingpong table—means she spends her days
helping corporate clients ranging from tech
startups to international organizations assess
and fine tune their office environments in
order to enhance the employee experience
and attract and retain talent long term.
“Think of the workplace as a ‘container’
or physical manifestation of the company’s
organizational culture and business,” Rowell
explains. “Its design, furnishing, lighting,
technology, amenities, even restrooms, send
messages to employees and visitors.”
So, the pingpong table? “It communicates
social protocol and gives permission for
certain behaviors,” Rowell says. “As a
result, employees feel more comfortable
using these spaces to socialize in and for
nonwork-related activities and, eventually,
life and work become more intertwined.”
In other words, the modern office space
is evolving. And it’s Rowell’s job to help
PLASTARC’S growing list of clients keep up.
“The workplace is now, more than ever,
as much a place for doing work as it is
for connecting with others, engaging with
the organization and creating a community around your job and life,” she says.
“Company culture is a really hot topic right
now, but my job is really to help clients
think, ‘OK, what do those words actually
mean for us? How do we qualify or quantify
these concepts?’”
A recent example: When a rapidly growing high-tech startup on the West Coast
called, they requested PLASTARC’s help
scaling not just the organization, but also the
people, culture and real estate.
“By observing and interviewing employees, we helped leadership to better understand that spatial decisions (where people
sit, how they communicate, their physical
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distance from one another) were going to be
essential to speedy growth in the market and
their business performance,” she explains.
The bottom line: Space matters—but
that’s something Rowell has known since her
days as an anthropology major at Wheaton.
“So much of what makes Wheaton great
is how the environment lends itself to social
experience,” Rowell says. “It’s those shared
social interactions—you’ve both spent hours
dining at Emerson or watched the sunrise
from the library at 4 a.m.—that foster a connection and create a lifelong bond.”
In fact, Rowell—a Davis Fellow who spent
a semester abroad studying physical space
and micro-cultures in India—credits that
bond with helping her shape her current career path. After all, it was a fateful introduction to Binh Nguyen ’99 by Professor Donna
Kerner that helped her discover a business
application of her major.
“Binh [who worked at InterSystems]
came to speak on a panel to anthropology

majors and ended up offering me an
interdisciplinary internship in the human
resources department of the Boston-based
headquarters that evolved into an internship
in the company’s UK branch,” Rowell says.
“The role gave me a chance to learn
about organizational operations, and
instilling and communicating company
values when you have offices around the
globe. It also taught me something bigger:
The business world needs anthropology
because there’s a growing desire to apply a
social research lens to corporate problems
and to pair qualitative and quantitative data
together.”
And Rowell—who’s just two years into
her PLASTARC role—is only getting started.
“I’m so thrilled to have found a position with
a blended job title that gives me a chance to
apply the interdisciplinary skills I picked up
at Wheaton,” she says. Q
—Rachel Bowie ’04
WheatonCollege
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Claire Rowell ’12 is reshaping how work happens, one office at a time

New faces in advancement

Laprey, who joined Wheaton on January
25, has more than 16 years of experience in
higher education advancement—including
at Providence College and Brown University.
She brings expertise in prospect management and research, major gifts and the
annual fund, and also has a strong background in staff and volunteer management.
She earned her bachelor’s degree at Saint
Anselm College in New Hampshire.
Shurtleff joined Wheaton on February 1
as the new director of alumnae/i relations.
Prior to taking on this role, she spent more
than 17 years working within alumnae/i
relations at Harvard, both in the business
school and in the college. During the last
eight of those years, she served as director
of college reunions and reports, handling
the engagement and programming needs of
the alumnae/i community. She received her
bachelor’s degree in accounting and business administration from Saint Michael’s
College in Vermont.
“Courtney and Amy bring decades of experience to Wheaton as alumnae/i relations
and annual giving professionals,” said Jane
Martin, president of the Alumnae/i Board of
Directors. “What means the most to me is
that they both started at Wheaton together
and have already forged a partnership that
will serve alumnae/i and help us to foster
engagement, a vital aspect of the college’s
new Strategic Plan, and to meet the needs of
our students by growing the Wheaton Fund.
This is a new ‘dynamic duo.’”
Laprey first became interested in the
Wheaton Fund director’s role after speaking
with Merritt Crowley, vice president for college advancement, about the position.
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Wheaton has welcomed
two new leaders to its
advancement team:
Amy Laprey, as director
of the Wheaton Fund,
and Courtney Shurtleff,
as director of alumnae/i
relations.

Amy Laprey, Wheaton Fund director

Courtney Shurtleff, Alumnae/i Relations director

“Her vision, in concert with President
egies set forth by President Hanno. “I want
Dennis M. Hanno, made the professional
to be part of that journey,” she said.
jump hard to resist. It appeared to be a
In her new role, her main priority is
great opportunity for me to share my own
fostering connections within the greater
professional experiences and be part of
Wheaton community, including finding new
their team in an effort to
ways to connect alumnae/i
“Courtney
and
support the educational
to each other. “Students are
experience at Wheaton,”
our future alumnae/i, and
Amy bring decades
Laprey said.
we want them to feel part
of experience
“It’s great to be a part of a
of the alumnae/i community
to Wheaton as
community that knows how
from day one,” she said.
to work hard and play hard,”
“We have a rich and vibrant
alumnae/i relations
she said, noting the fun
group of alumnae/i, and my
and annual giving
traditions and lore, including
office will work to create
professionals.”
the love of Cowduck and the
programming that meets
Head of the Peacock race,
their needs as their needs
Jane Martin, president of the
as well as the hard work of
grow and change.”
Alumnae/i Board of Directors
students, who, in addition to
Wheaton’s sense of comtheir coursework, lead entrepreneural workmunity attracted Shurtleff to the position.
shops in Rwanda, engage in internships and
“I’ve been in alumnae/i relations for 18
participate in many extracurricular activities. years but haven’t worked on a campus for
“I am excited to join with Wheaton
more than 12 years. As a resident of Norton
alumnae/i, parents and friends to provide
and a staff member at Wheaton, I hope to
the necessary resources for today’s students
connect students to the Norton community
and faculty through the Wheaton Fund. We
and vice versa,” she said.
have an opportunity to make a huge impact
Shurtleff is also a mother of two boys, ages
by joining together to support the college,”
10 and 8. “They keep me running so much
she said.
that I have recently completed two maraOutside of work, Laprey said her life rethons,” said Shurtleff, who also recently comvolves around her two boys, ages 7 and 5.
peted in team and individual triathlons. Q
—Laura Pedulli
Shurtleff said she also looks forward to
helping Wheaton realize the vision and strat-
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CLASS NOTES

Guidelines

Honest teaching

Upcoming Deadlines

Fall 2016:
June 24, 2016
Winter 2017:
Sept. 20, 2016
Spring 2017:
Jan. 5, 2017
Summer 2017: 	March 8, 2017
These deadlines apply to class
secretaries and their columns.
Submissions from classmates should
be made directly to class secretaries
before these deadlines.
We cannot guarantee the
publication of class notes received
after the deadline as production
schedules and resources require
strict deadline compliance.
KEITH NORDSTROM

Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints
(made from a negative) or digital
photos can be submitted to the
Quarterly for publication.
Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6
inches or larger and 300 dpi.
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG
and email it as an attachment to
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
How to Submit Class Notes

Email your notes to
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)
Email:

By fax:

(508) 286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still
welcome at our door. You may mail
columns or your news to:

Class Notes
Wheaton Quarterly
Wheaton College
Norton, MA 02766
Questions?

We are here to help tackle any
questions, concerns or problems
that come up as you work on your
class notes.
News about members of classes
that are not listed or do not have a
class secretary may be submitted to
the Wheaton Quarterly, preferably
by email.

Stay connected to the latest
Wheaton news
Join us on
Facebook.com/WheatonCollege
and follow us on Twitter
@wheaton

Author offers advice for education majors on working with children
Talking to a classroom full of future educators
in April, children’s book author Robie Heilbrun
Harris ’62 kept repeating one simple piece of
advice: be honest.
It’s advice Harris has clearly incorporated into
her career and in her more than 25 books of fiction and nonfiction for young readers on a range
of topics—love, loss, fear and more. And it’s a
charge she takes very seriously every time she
writes a new edition of her award-winning book
for ages 10 and up about bodies, sex and sexual
health, It’s Perfectly Normal. The book, which
recently celebrated its 20th anniversary, has sold
more than 20 million copies and is available in
40 countries.
“Children need to have the most scientifically accurate, age-appropriate information possible to stay
healthy,” Harris said of the book. “I don’t leave out
information that I think is in the best interest of the
kids to know.”
Her honesty is not always appreciated. Some
of her books, including It’s Perfectly Normal, have
been censored or removed from bookshelves. But
that doesn’t bother Harris.
“There are people that disapprove of this
book, and that’s OK with me. It’s their right,” she
said.
Harris was invited to speak to Professor Marge
Werner’s “Teaching and Learning” class during a
visit to campus on April 12. The course explores
the intersection between educational theory
and practice through readings, discussions and
field experiences. Earlier in the day, Harris read

and talked to children at the Elisabeth W. Amen
Nursery School, where Werner is director.
“I believe in emergent curriculum. At the
nursery school, curriculum comes from the
interests that the children have or whatever happens that you can build upon to make learning
more meaningful,” Werner said. “So I like to take
advantage of any opportunity to have speakers in
my class who have a different view on education.”
Harris, who majored in English, said she didn’t
take any classes on child development while at
Wheaton. But as she began writing books for
children, she discovered the importance of doing
research—of reading about theory and development, talking with experts of all types, observing children learning and at play and, above all,
listening.
“I’m always listening to kids. I find them to be
fascinating,” Harris said.
She encouraged the Wheaton students, many
of whom are planning careers in education, to
get to know their students, saying it would help
guide their teaching and help them engage each
child. She also recommended they address questions when they come up in the classroom as
honestly as possible.
“Don’t be afraid of children’s strongest feelings,
because they’re legitimate,” Harris said.
Later in the day, Harris gave a talk, “Let’s Be
Honest: The Creation of Fiction and Nonfiction
Children’s Books,” followed by a book signing.
— Becca Manning

Chamber honors Shannon Kelly Carter ’71
Shannon Kelly Carter ’71 has been called
a force of nature, a woman whose drive
comes from wanting to better her community. On February 18, the Cincinnati USA
Regional Chamber honored her with the
Great Living Cincinnatian Award.
“It was not at all something I was expecting. So many of my heroes have received
the award,” she says.
Awardees include Neil Armstrong, civil
rights activist the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth,
and Carter’s husband, Lee Carter, and stepfather, Nelson Schwab Jr.
Carter has a long history of service,
beginning when she sorted clothes as a high
school student at the Children’s Hospital
Thrift Shop. She is best known for Crayons
to Computers (C2C), a nonprofit organization she co-founded that distributes school
supplies to teachers in Cincinnati’s underserved schools—for free.
“I am proud that we were able to give
away $100 million in supplies while I was
there,” she says.

For 16 years, she was president and CEO of
C2C, working for a salary of $1 per year. She
left the organization in 2012 with a healthy
endowment in place and a business model so
successful it has been replicated in 42 cities.

Her ability to collaborate is the hallmark
of her volunteerism. When she received a
donation of a truckload of poster board,
she partnered with inmates in Ohio state
prisons, who made flashcards for C2C.
Now in its 18th year, Crafts with Conviction
also makes journals, book bags and other
supplies.
“Becoming personal friends with some of
these inmates has been life-altering for me,”
says Carter.
Carter says retirement is not her style,
and she is still rolling up her sleeves to
help her community in creative ways. Most
recently, she wrote Living Artfully, Inspired
by Tradition (Orange Frazer Press, 2015).
Proceeds from the book—an expression of
her love of collecting antiques—benefit the
Taft Museum of Art, where she is a board
member.
An art history major, she says her life has
come full circle. “At Wheaton, I received a
fabulous, grounding education.”
— Mary Howard ’85

Award-winning, rewarding work
“Everyday is a feel good day when you are
working with the homeless and hungry,”
says Deirdre Houlihan DiCara ’77 about her
work as executive director of FISH/Friends
in Service to Humanity of Northwestern
Connecticut.
As executive director, DiCara has increased awareness and services for those in
need in her area. She oversees FISH’s many
programs, including a 35-bed shelter, a food
pantry, health services and life-skills training.
Last year, the organization provided beds
for 84 individuals and fed more than 2,000
through its food pantry. Though the mission is to provide “food, shelter and hope,”
DiCara believes hope is the most important.
“Sometimes it’s just a matter of reaching
out and taking someone by the hand,” she
says.
As an urban studies major at Wheaton,
DiCara did a senior paper on the homeless
in Boston. Through her many courses with
Professor Jay Goodman, she learned to have

high expectations for herself and others, she
says. “He always had such high expectations
for his students.”
In December, DiCara was named “Person
of the Year” by her local newspaper, The

Register Citizen, for her history of service in
northwestern Connecticut. Before joining
FISH, DiCara was executive director of the
Girl Scouts of Northwestern Connecticut for
23 years. She also served as director of the
Winsted Health Center and helped establish
the Susan M.B. Perry Senior Housing complex in Winsted, Conn.
“Whatever activity I’m working on, whatever cause I’m focused on, just enriches my
own personal life and brings me joy,” she
says.
In June 2015, Litchfield Magazine named
her among “The Most Influential People in
Litchfield County 2015.” That same month,
FISH received the “Quality of Life Award”
from the Northwest Connecticut Chamber
of Commerce.
However, the true reward for DiCara is
the opportunity to help others. “I have found
my life’s calling,” she says.
—Mary Howard ’85

The business of parenting

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

Educator and entrepreneur Elisabeth Stitt ’88 visited campus on April 28 to
both share her experience launching a new parenting coaching business
and provide child-rearing advice at Elisabeth Amen Nursery School. That
day, Stitt discussed how she designed and launched her business after a
lengthy career as a school teacher. “Having Elisabeth available on campus
to talk about her business, Joyful Parenting Coaching, reinforces for future
teachers of young children how important partnering with families is and
resources that are available in some communities,” said Vicki Bartolini,
chair of the Wheaton Department of Education. That evening, Stitt met
with parents at the nursery school to discuss how to achieve positive
resolutions to challenging parenting situations. “Elisabeth had a knack for
stimulating conversation and utilized role playing for effective practice of
parenting strategies,” said Marie O’Malley, nursery school coordinator.

Lisa Weiner-Mahfuz ’94, Valerie Tobia ’07 and Sophie Howard ’14 discuss their careers in sexual and reproductive health and their passion for social justice.

Health and social justice
Alumnae panelists share experiences
Three alumnae from three different decades at Wheaton returned to campus on
Dec. 7, 2015, to discuss their careers in
sexual and reproductive health and their
passion for social justice. The panel, which
was hosted by the Wheaton Institute for
the Interdisciplinary Humanities and introduced by 2015–16 WIIH co-directors Kim
Miller and M. Gabriela Torres, featured
Lisa Weiner-Mahfuz ’94, Valerie Tobia ’07
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and Sophie Howard ’14. Weiner-Mahfuz
is currently vice president of programs and
development for the Religious Coalition
for Reproductive Choice and co-founder
of Intersections/Intersecciones Consulting,
a practice that supports the work of organizations, community groups and networks that promote social justice. Tobia,
who was a psychology major at Wheaton,
now works as an integrated behavioral

health clinician at the Family Health
Center in Worcester, Mass. She also has a
master’s in public health and a license
in social work. Howard, the most recent
graduate, works as a health care assistant
trainer at Planned Parenthood League of
Massachusetts. She was a double major in
women’s and gender studies and sociology and a public health minor. Go online
to read the full story.
WheatonCollege

@wheaton

Reaping what you sew
Andrew Hench ’04 launches men’s clothing business
Fashion and convenience don’t always go
hand in hand, but Andrew Hench ’04 hopes
to change that.
Four years ago, he and his brother, Will
Hench, launched ThreadLab, a men’s online
clothing delivery service, out of a bedroom
in his Boston condo. Thanks to funding
from VegasTechFund, a seed-stage investment firm, the startup moved operations
last September to Las Vegas to grow the
business.
ThreadLab utilizes smart technology to
deliver affordable clothing right into customers’ mailboxes, Hench said. “Our customers’
profiles and preferences drive whatever they
receive in each box. For example, one customer may not like V-necks, so he’ll never
get a V-neck. Another customer may not
like stripes, so he’ll never see a striped shirt,
sweater or sweatshirt.”
Hench, who majored in studio art at
Wheaton, designed the original logo on the
clothing boxes when the company first got
off the ground. In addition to managing dayto-day business operations, he participates
in some of the buying of the clothing.
“I have a decent sense of what looks good
and what will fit our demographic,” he said.
ThreadLab employs two part-time employees and five full-time employees—in
addition to several interns. The company
has 6,000 paying customers and more than
20,000 members in its database, Hench
said.
“Business is great; we had our biggest
month this past December,” he said.
Hench said his liberal arts education at
Wheaton taught him the value of teamwork,
a principle that he applies daily as co-owner
of ThreadLab.
“The most important lesson I learned at
Wheaton was how to work as a team, and
understanding roles and deadlines,” he said.
“Our core team is five guys and, at times, it
seems like everyone is involved in everything. So, we have to reassess and get back
to roles and have the right people working
on the right projects.”
Coordination is essential as company
staffers keep their eyes on client preferences
and analyze trends in product sales. “We
need to be very elaborate in our testing,

watching our products and paying attention
to our customers’ needs,” he said.
As business grows, Hench said the focus
now is on enhancing its technology’s capabilities and improving inventory practices.
“We are building our technology to be
even better and smarter with regard to recommending products,” Hench said.
Hench credits his Wheaton art professors—in particular, Andrew Howard, Tim
Cunard and Patricia Stone—for encouraging
him to work hard and think more deeply
when executing projects.
“They always inspired me to do more and
explore my ideas, which definitely helped in
my decision to launch a business,” he said.
To learn more about ThreadLab, visit
mythreadlab.com.
—Laura Pedulli
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Under the sea
Susannah Snowden-Smith ’05 wins awards for underwater photography

Susannah Snowden-Smith ’05 achieved
recognition in an international underwater
photography competition for breathtaking photos that depict marine life and a
shipwreck near the Cayman Islands in the
Caribbean Sea.
At the Underwater Photographer of the
Year awards, a contest held in London,
Snowden-Smith won awards in the
“Wrecks” and “Behavior” categories. Her
photos, including one of the wreckage of
USS Kittiwake, were chosen from among
thousands of submissions.
“I had photographed the Kittiwake numerous
times: from the bow, the stern, inside—but always close-up. On this particular dive, I swam
a far distance from the wreck, over toward
a nearby reef that drops off. I had noticed a
school of jacks when I was swimming away
from the ship. As I swam, in my mind’s eye I
was conceiving a photo that included them.
Then it was a matter of combining all the
elements—including a diver for scale—and
finding the angle I wanted. I waited for the right
moment to click the shutter,” she said.
An anthropology major at Wheaton,
Snowden-Smith has traveled the world
working as an underwater archaeology
photographer. She previously served as
a photojournalist for The Westerly Sun in
Watch Hill, R.I., before relocating to the
Cayman Islands, where she shoots underwater full time.
“My archaeology degree opened doors
to excavations and contacts; it was a musthave to work in this field. My degree also
enabled me to learn methodology so I
could conduct myself on site,” she said.
Snowden-Smith enrolled at Wheaton
knowing that she wanted to work in underwater archaeology.
“With that goal in place, one of the first
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stops I made when I toured the college
was to see Professor Donna Kerner in the
Anthropology Department. I explained to
her what I wanted to accomplish and she
helped guide me. Also, [Professor of Art]
Andy Howard was an excellent and inspiring
instructor of photography. Their teaching
helped set me on the path to where I am
now,” she said.
As for her latest awards, she said, “I’m absolutely thrilled to have been commended.
I’m on cloud nine.”
Check out Snowden-Smith’s work at
www.susannahphotography.com.
—Laura Pedulli

WheatonCollege

@wheaton

Illuminating shadows
Brian Sonenstein ’09 launches independent news site
Brian Sonenstein ’09 is an activist turned
journalist who strives to uncover injustices
through investigative reporting.
In August 2015, the Berkeley, Calif.-based
Wheaton alum founded Shadowproof.com,
an independent press organization whose
mission is to expose systemic abuses of
power in business and government.
“I became a journalist because I’ve always
admired and depended on investigative
reporters for my work as an activist,” said
Sonenstein, who majored in international
relations and Latin American studies at
Wheaton. “I want to be such a resource for
community advocacy and social change.”
At Shadowproof.com, Sonenstein investigates and writes regularly about U.S.
corrections and criminal justice issues. Prior
to that, he served in the roles of new media
associate, campaign director and associate
publisher at Firedoglake.com, an independent
news site focused on advocacy journalism.
“I worked for a few years as an activist
organizer before becoming a journalist. My
work involved supporting protest movements like Occupy and policy reform efforts
such as marijuana legalization in Colorado
and Washington. Incarceration was a major,
recurring theme throughout these and other

campaigns, and it was pretty much exclusively a destructive force,” he said.
This motivated him to dig deeper into the
extensive impacts of incarceration—including
the social and financial burdens that come
with every single imprisonment, he said.
This past year, Sonenstein published a
three-part series titled “Gaming the System,”
which explored the private inmate health
care industry and a contractor accused of
“gross and inhumane” misconduct against
inmate-patients, he said.
“This series is the product of a threemonth investigation involving analyses of
hundreds of pages of contracts, medical
documents, lawsuits and minutes from
county meetings across the Midwest, as
well as hours of interviews with families
involved,” he said. “It has been cited in legal
proceedings against the company, and has
spurred news stories by other journalists and
organizations.”
With newspapers consolidating through
corporate acquisitions and also experiencing declining revenues, independent
journalists and freelancers are taking up
the mantle, he said.
Sonenstein said his time at Wheaton and
the interactions he had with many professors
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there influenced and shaped the work he
produces today.
“My study abroad experience in
Nicaragua, which involved an independent
reporting project on law enforcement, was
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that had a
major impact on me,” he said.
Sonenstein also said that Wheaton professors’ focus on critical essays and analytical
thought gave him the opportunity to hone his
writing skills and develop intellectually as an
individual.
“I loved the political theory, history and
creative writing courses I took there, and
feel like they helped me develop a critical
lens and an interest in social movements,”
he said.
Looking forward, Sonenstein plans to
continue to develop Shadowproof.com as a
relevant source of independent, reader-supported news by publishing quality, in-depth
reporting in the public interest.
“I hope to continue to shed light on a wide
spectrum of corruption and abuse,” he said.
—Laura Pedulli

More online
Read Sonenstein’s stories and other investigative
reporting at shadowproof.com.
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Women breaking barriers
Naleli Morojele ’09’s book explores leaders in Africa
Exceptional women—especially those
who break barriers in politics—fascinate Naleli Morojele ’09.
Her newly published 161-page book,
Women Political Leaders in Rwanda and
South Africa: Narratives of Triumph and
Loss (Barbara Budrich Publishers, 2016),
offers an up-close view of the professional challenges women leaders face in
post-conflict environments.
A native and current resident of
Bloemfontein, South Africa, Morojele
based her book on her master’s degree
research on women’s political leadership in Rwanda and South Africa—
countries that have some of the highest
representation levels of women in
legislatures in the world. The Wheaton
alumna currently is studying political
science at the University of the Free
State in South Africa.
In South Africa, Morojele grew up
seeing women as political leaders on
TV and in the newspaper, she said. “It was
only as an adult that I realized that that is not
something that many other young girls get to
experience in their countries,” she said.
In Rwanda, the parliament has more
women than men representatives, and it has
the highest representation of women in the
whole world. “I was confounded by this,
because often the picture we have in our
minds is that poor, developing countries are
not progressive. And here is a country that
is more progressive on this issue than any
other in the world,” she said.
For her book, Morojele interviewed
11 women—including parliamentarians,
cabinet ministers, ambassadors, a speaker of
parliament, an executive in a parastatal (an
organization having some political authority and serving the state indirectly), and the

head of an electoral commission.
“Through my interviews with these women, my perspective changed drastically,” she
said. “I started my research with this major
question of ‘What are these women leaders doing to uplift and empower ordinary
women?’ I do try to answer this question
in the book. But I also learned that even
women leaders have their own battles.”
For example, the women interviewed
described challenges balancing home
life and work, and navigating a political
system that still remains, fundamentally,
patriarchal, she said.
“These women not only have to prove
themselves as being capable as women and
do the work they have been elected or appointed to do—but also represent women’s
interests, which aren’t always on the

political agenda. In essence, they have
a three-headed snake that they are battling, and they actually need the support
of ordinary women as much as ordinary
women need them,” she said.
Morojele’s interest in extraordinary women goes back to her time at
Wheaton, where she majored in women’s studies and economics. Her final
research paper for her Senior Seminar
in women’s studies explored the lives of
women guerrilla fighters in Mexico and
South Africa.
As a student intern at the Marshall
Center for Intercultural Learning, she
interviewed women leaders on campus.
“I remember interviewing women such
as Dean Sue Alexander. I had no idea at
the time that I’d be doing the same thing
again several years later,” she said.
Also, at the Marshall Center, she
received the Weiss Women’s Leadership
Award, a recognition for first-year
women who have demonstrated outstanding qualities that would make them great
leaders.
Morojele is enjoying seeing her efforts
come to fruition. “I am thrilled to have my
first book published; it seems a bit surreal at
the moment. I never once imagined I’d be a
published author one day,” she said.
Looking forward, she hopes post-Ph.D. to
work in academic, research and international organizations to promote a heightened
role of women in problem solving, especially as the world copes with conflict, climate
change and economic struggle.
“The world can’t progress if half of its
population is left behind. I hope to be able to
contribute to that however I can,” she said.
—Laura Pedulli

Dozens of alumnae/i returned to campus on
February 6 for the Sophomore Alumnae/i Summit.
That day, Wheaton grads from a variety of backgrounds shared their stories on how they achieved
success in their careers. Alumnae/i represented
the full spectrum of professionals, from medical researchers and software engineers to social
workers and teachers. Several of the alumnae/i had
started their own businesses.
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Alumnae/i meet
with sophomores
at annual
symposium

Gabe Amo ’10 and Austin Simko ’09

Tracy Parker ’93 and Sidra Scharff ’09
Nick Hebda ’14, Danica Peterson ’09 and Jeffrey Paer ’15

Students enjoy breakfast with peer mentors.

Ryan Sermon ’11 and Susan Little Doyle ’77

IN MEMORIAM
1938

Ellen LeSure Whitcher, 100, of
Fairbanks, Alaska, died on February 25
at the Fairbanks Pioneers’ Home.

1941

Ellen Greeley Bryant died on March 12.

1942

Mary Packard Stone passed away on
April 18. While she was at Wheaton,
Mary’s summer job was waitressing
at the Lighthouse Inn in West Dennis,
Mass., after being hired by Bob Stone.
A week after graduation, Mary and
Bob were married. Thus began her life
as an innkeeper. She and Bob ran the
inn together until Bob passed away in
2004. Mary belonged to the American
Hotel Resort Committee, New
England Innkeepers, Massachusetts
Lodging Association, Cape Cod
Chamber and the Dennis Chamber
of Commerce. Former Massachusetts
Governor Jane Swift recognized Mary
and Bob for their contributions to the
hospitality industry. Mary was also
a member and past president of the
Harwich Dennis Women of Rotary; an
honorary member of Harwich Dennis
Rotary; and a longtime member of the
board of directors of Child and Family
Services of Cape Cod.

1943

Winifred Gibbs Blethen, 95, of
Marion, Mass., died on April 12.
After graduating from Wheaton, she
received her master’s degree in education from Bridgewater State University.
Winifred was a teacher at the Old
Rochester Regional High School in
Mattapoisett, Mass., for many years.
Mona Jones Kuczun, 94, of Boxford,
Mass., died on April 16. She married
Chester Kuczun in 1945 and later
settled in Boxford in 1955, where she
resided for the rest of her life. Mona
was an active member of First Church
Congregational Boxford. She served as
a Sunday school teacher and superintendent, and as a leader of the Ladies
Benevolent Society. She organized the
church’s apple-crisp baking to raise
money for missionaries. Mona was
the Parish visitor for many years. She
volunteered at the Council on Aging
and was a board member of the local
Christian Women’s Club. For more than
60 years, she was an active volunteer
at the Box Top Shop in Topsfield, Mass.
She enjoyed gardening, baking apple
crisps, as well as making partridge
berry bowls and pine cone wreaths.

1947

Helen Oliphant Hoffert died on
February 22. She was a longtime resident of Mountainside, N.J. She was a
62 WHEATON QUARTERLY

learning disabilities specialist for more
than two decades, teaching throughout
New Jersey. In her 60s, she combined
her expertise in that area with her love
of horses to become an instructor in
hippotherapy, which uses horseback
riding to help children and adults with
mental and physical disabilities. She
was proud of her Scottish heritage and
her alma mater, Wheaton; engaged by
all things French; and passionate about
reading and tennis.

1950

Joanne Benninghoff Bechtold died on
May 7. She moved to Sarasota, Fla., in
1958 after graduating from Wheaton.
In Sarasota, she raised her family, built
a prodigious career and supported
local nonprofit organizations. Later in
life, Joanne retired as vice president
of Bank of America Trust Company.
Also, she was closely involved with
Junior League, the American Heart
Association and the Red Cross, where
she was elected first vice chairman.
Joanne also co-founded and worked
tirelessly with the All Children’s
Hospital Guild Sarasota/Manatee
Branch. An active member of the
Church of the Redeemer, Joanne found
great strength in her faith.

1953

Barbara Hoyt Johnson died on April
8 in Phoenix. Barbara graduated from
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in
English. Following college, Barbara
married David Sunderland and together
they had three children. Her family
lived in various locations on the East
Coast and in Southern California before
settling in Colorado Springs, Colo.
In 1978, Barbara married her second
husband, Gilbert Johnson. Barbara and
Gilbert loved to travel and together
they saw the world. They shared a love
of art and enjoyed purchasing paintings
and artifacts to document their travels.
She was an active member of the
Garden Club of America and a docent
at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo.
Nancy Finkbiner McCahan died on
March 14 at Harbor Chase in Vero
Beach, Fla. Nancy graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in psychology, and
was active in the Wheaton Alumnae/i
Association. She and David McCahan
Jr. married in 1954 in Valley Forge, Pa.
She taught kindergarten at Episcopal
Academy before moving to Barrington,
R.I., in 1962. After raising her children,
she started a successful career as
a real estate agent, initially with
Coleman Real Estate and then with
Ryan Real Estate. Nancy was active
with the United Way of Southeastern
New England and the Junior League
of Providence. She was a dedicated

member of Barrington Presbyterian
Church. She was a talented artist who
enjoyed her time at the Handicraft
Club in Providence.
Eve Robinson Popkin, formerly of
Newton, Mass., died on March 28.

1956

Mary Hemry Sheridan, 81, of
Washington, D.C., died on March
13. She was born in Shawnee, Okla.
She received her bachelor’s degree in
philosophy from Wheaton. She went
on to teach at Head Start in Boston,
and then worked on various political
campaigns throughout the decades.
She was an avid reader who also
enjoyed sailing, traveling, cooking and
entertaining friends.

1959

Paula Young Andrew, 77, of Juno
Beach, Fla., and Glenview, Ill., passed
away on Dec. 28, 2015. She graduated from Wheaton with a bachelor’s
degree in history. Paula was a warm
and compassionate friend to all. She
was beautiful outside and even more
beautiful inside. She advocated living
by the golden rule and did so to the
fullest. Paula will be greatly missed by
her family and many friends.

1960

Zelle Whitmarsh Andrews died on
February 2. After graduating from
Wheaton, Zelle earned a master’s
degree and Ph.D. in history from
the University of Hawaii. In the late
1960s and early 1970s, she became
a co-founder and then president
of Hawaii Women’s Liberation, as
well as co-founder of the Honolulu
chapter of the National Organization
for Women. Eventually, Zelle settled
in Westchester, N.Y., where she
became in succession president of
Westchester NOW, president of New
York State NOW and finally a board
member of National NOW. In 1998,
Zelle was recognized as “Woman of
the Year” on Women’s Equality Day
in Westchester. In later years, Zelle
worked with Senior Action in a Gay
Environment in New York City. At the
same time, she was a leader in the effort to get domestic partner benefits for
Westchester County employees and to
establish a domestic partner registry.
In 2003, Zelle became the president of
the Rainbow Alliance, an organization
dedicated to creating social activities
for the LGBT community.
Roberta “Bosey” Fulbright Foote, 76,
died on May 5, 2015. In 1981, after
her husband became president of the
University of Miami, Bosey settled
into campus life. Bosey’s attention
to the physical beauty of the Coral

Gables campus became her mission
through an extensive beautification
program she helped orchestrate. She
opened a series of palmetums featuring palms and cycads from several
countries, and was an ardent supporter
of the university’s John C. Gifford
Arboretum, a collection of rare plants
and trees maintained for educational
and research purposes and to inspire
an appreciation for tropical plants. In
2001, she was recognized with the
May A. Brunson Award, named after
UM’s second dean of women.

1961

Sarah Fowler Perrine, 76, died on
March 29 in Silverton, Ore. After
graduating from Wheaton, she volunteered in Labrador and Newfoundland,
Canada, and traveled through Europe.
Sarah married and raised her children
in California, Massachusetts, Ohio
and Pennsylvania. During these years,
she was a writer, editor, owner and
founder of a small publishing business,
and worked for various nonprofits.
She enjoyed tennis, sailing, gardening
and spending time with her canine
companions. She also loved to travel,
especially to Colorado and Wyoming,
where she went horseback riding in the
summer and dog sledding in the winter.
Eventually she moved to Laramie,
Wyo., and explored the state’s wide,
open spaces, rugged mountains and
cold, clear waters. In her later years,
she moved to Silverton, Ore.

1963

Willow Devon-Lark Connery passed
away on April 23. She taught at the
American Indian School, worked
for the League of Women Voters,
tutored for Scholars Unlimited in the
Denver Public Schools, pursued equal
educational opportunity and curated
pre-Columbian artifacts at the Denver
Museum of Nature and Science.
Willow was a librarian at the Harvard
Law School. She later attended
Denver’s Emily Griffith Opportunity
School in ceramics and design, and
became a master potter and member
of the Colorado Potters Guild for 43
years, serving a term as its president.
While her life’s work was pottery,
her artistry encompassed sculpture,
drawing, Asian brushwork and flower
painting. Her garden and her home are
works of art.

1964

Eliza “Ann” Tompkins Gustavson,
73, of Duxbury, Mass., passed away
on February 3. She graduated from
Wheaton with a major in American
history. For many years, Ann was
actively involved in the Vincent
Club, the Chilton Club, and the
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National Society of Colonial Dames
of America. She was a fellow at the
Massachusetts Historical Society,
and pursued her studies in political,
social and military history during
the Colonial, Revolutionary, early
Republic, and subsequent formative
years of our country. Her fascination
with genealogical and other historical records propelled her search to
examine in depth the events and trueto-life qualities of the characters who
have determined our country’s history.
She recently completed a manuscript
involving the Punitive Expedition of
1916.
Elizabeth Roman died on February
14 in Williamstown, Vt. She was one
of Vermont’s foremost potters, whose
work was highly regarded for the
grace and delicacy of its shapes and
the striking effects she achieved with
unglazed firings. After high school,
she enrolled in Wheaton College, but
when she wasn’t able to pursue her
passion for the arts, she defied her
parents’ wishes and left college to live
in Cambridge. Elizabeth was one of
250 potters selected for inclusion in
The Best of Pottery published by the
Rockport Press in 1996 and 1998, and
her pots have been sold in galleries
across the country. She volunteered
and served as a legal advocate for victims of domestic abuse at the Battered
Women Services and Shelter (now
called The Circle) in Barre, Vt.
Linda Somes Williams died on May
10, in Cambridge, Mass.. She was
born in Boston. After graduating from
Wheaton, Linda received her M.S.
in rehabilitation counseling from
Boston University’s Sargent College of
Health and Rehabilitation Sciences.
A proud member of MIT’s Quarter
Century Club, she was an administrative assistant in MIT’s Lab for Nuclear
Science. Also, she was a choir member
of Trinity Church in Boston and was
an active member of Christ Church in
Cambridge. Linda was an avid Boston
Red Sox fan and a regular and much
loved diner at the Harvard and Kendall
Square locations of Legal Sea Foods.
In her final years, she was a resident at
Youville House in Cambridge.

1973

Kathleen Kozlowsky Schoemaker, 64,
of Blue Bell, Pa., died on February 22.
Kathleen was the chief financial officer
for Domain Associates for 30 years. She
was a dedicated member of St. Helena
Church in Blue Bell and St. Paul’s
Church in Princeton, N.J.

1977

Susan Peterson Patch, 61, died at
home surrounded by family. She was

Charles Fassett
Charles “Charlie” Fassett P’86,
GP’13, who served as choral
director and professor of music
at Wheaton for
more than three
decades, passed
away on March 24,
in Scarborough,
Maine.
Charlie taught
music at Wheaton
from 1963–1995.
He directed two
popular and
thriving choral ensembles during
his tenure: the Wheaton Glee
Club (later renamed the Wheaton
Chorale) and the Wheaton Choir,
a freshman group that sang at
weekly chapel services until
the mid-1970s. The Glee Club
took three international tours, to
Venezuela and to Puerto Rico.
He also directed Wheaton’s
Sesquicentennial Chorale on its
U.S. tour (1985), to great acclaim.
In addition to teaching at
Wheaton and at Payap University
in Thailand, Charlie was a
scholar, arranger and performer.
He co-authored Selected List of
Choruses for Women’s Voices
(Smith College, 1964); edited
the vocal score of John Blow’s
“Sing, Sing Ye Muses” (Walton

the wife of Michael Patch. She had
lived in Providence since 1978. In her
youth, Susan was active in ballet and
gymnastics and enjoyed international
travel, especially to Italy. Later, she
developed a continuing interest in
the theater. After graduation from
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in
urban studies, she married her boyfriend from high school and devoted
herself to her family.

1979

Mindy Avellone Finan died on January
13 due to complications from pancreatic cancer.

1987

Catherine Moriarty, 51, died on April
11 in Watertown, Mass. She received
her bachelor’s degree in political science and government from Wheaton,
and her master’s degree in public administration from the John F. Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard
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Music, 1979); and sang in the
Camerata of the Museum of Fine
Arts in Boston and the Cambridge
Consort, whose
1972 recording
“The World of Adam
de la Halle” features
Charlie as a tenor
soloist.
Also, the
professor served
as artistic director
of the Providence
Singers. He led
that group for 21 years until his
retirement in 1995, at which
time the Singers established the
Fassett Fund, which supports
talented young musicians wishing
to continue their singing with the
Providence Singers.
Carlton Russell, professor
of music and college organist,
emeritus, has fond memories of
Charlie. “As music department
colleagues, Charlie and I worked
well together in a relationship
based on mutual respect for
each other’s strengths,” Russell
said. “Since we both had homes
in Maine, a friendship that had
begun before our Wheaton
period extended well beyond it,
as we had many enjoyable times
together over the past 20 years.”

University in 1996. Catherine had
lived in the Greater Boston area for
the past 30 years and was employed
as senior manager for ikaSystems.
Also, she had been chief compliance
officer and chief information security
officer for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Executive Office
of Health & Human Services, and
worked for Tufts Health Plan, KPMG,
Mercer Management and Keene
Advisory Group. Catherine also
volunteered for the Dudley Street
Neighborhood Initiative and the
Initiative for Competitive Inner City.
During her life, she visited more than
50 countries in her work and for
pleasure.

Friends

Ronald Berube, former cook at
Wheaton, in February

Gordon Weil, former associate
provost, professor and chair of the
Department of Economics at Wheaton,
in February
Rose Perry, former housekeeper at
Wheaton, in February
Lorraine MacDonald, former secretary
at Wheaton, in April

Relatives

1947 David Kaplan, husband of Sylvia
Grossman Kaplan, in August 2013
1953 Willard Ford, husband of Nancy
Redway Ford, in February
1958 Peter Dubois, husband of Helen
Wardwell Dubois, in March 2015
1960 Alfred Purrington, husband of
Suzanne Townsend Purrington, in
April
1961 Robert O’Connor, husband
of Alice Brickson O’Connor, in
November 2015
1967 Aubrey Stautberg Jr., husband of
Susan Schiffer Stautberg, in April 2015
1967 Eunice Seeche, mother of Sharon
Lee Rich, in February
1973 Martin White, husband of Mary
Luke White, in April 2015
1975 John Norton III, husband of
Barbara Horlbeck, in February
1976 Mildred Myers, mother of Judith
Myers, in March
1977 Alison May, mother of Anne May
Hart, in January
1977 Lewis Kleinhans III, husband of
Lucie Guernsey Kleinhans, in April
1983 Jack Fischer, father of Janet
Fischer, in March 2015
1988 Joseph Botelho, father of Mary
Botelho, in February
1988 James Grzybowski, father of
Bettina Grzybowski Dill, in March
1988 Mary Hemry Sheridan, mother of
Kazie Sheridan Hayes, in March
1992 Joseph Botelho, father of
Constance Botelho, in February
1997 Elizabeth Blair, mother of Anne
Blair Hudak, in April 2015
2004 Gordon Weil, father of Aaron
Weil, in February
2004 Kathleen Kozlowsky
Schoemaker, mother of Jeremy
Schoemaker, in February
2013 John Norton III, father of Caitlin
Ryan-Norton, in February

Joseph Botelho, former groundskeeper
at Wheaton, in February
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A reflection on Wheaton 80 years later
By Helen Williams Hill ’36

When I entered college in 1932, the country was at
the bottom of the Great Depression. I had dreamed
of going to Mount Holyoke, where my favorite aunt
had graduated in 1913, but fulfillment of that dream
was now out of the question. I had my choice
of Radcliffe, Pembroke or Wheaton, all within
commuting distance.
been a successful student in high school, but
Though I had grown up in Taunton (20
miles from Providence, 35 from Boston, only I was still floundering in the second semester
of my sophomore year when I enrolled in
eight miles from Norton), I had never visited
Mrs. Boas’s Victorian poetry class for juniors
any of these campuses. My father didn’t
and seniors. She was lively and witty as we
have a car. Wheaton sounded the most apdiscussed the poems, obviously enjoying them
pealing because it was a college for women
herself. I was enchanted. Although I did not
only, not subordinate to a men’s univerdistinguish myself in that class,
sity. I applied, was given a
The heart of my
or get to know her well then, I
scholarship, and began my
signed up for her composition
commute on the little orange
experience at
class the next semester, where
bus that rattled its way from
Wheaton was my
we came to know each other
Taunton to Norton.
relationship with
better.
It’s hard to imagine
Louise
Boas,
a
I was a day student, with
compulsory attendance at
chapel in a secular liberal arts
professor of English, lower chapel as my home on
campus. Mrs. Boas took me in
college today, but we had to
who taught Chaucer,
that year, as she did many othbe on campus every weekday
Victorian poetry
ers over the years. In the days
morning by 8 a.m. for mornand “Advanced
when faculty did not have
ing chapel. Seniors wore their
offices or office hours, and
caps and gowns. As I dashed
Composition.”
when no one locked house
for chapel, I was joined by seniors running across campus, gowns flapping, doors, I was free to walk into Barrows House
at any time, whether anyone was home or
to get to the chapel before the doors closed.
not, to study, or rest, or just be there while she
There was room for the whole college, including faculty, for there were only about 400 went on about her own business. Sometimes
I stayed for dinner, where there was always
students then (103 in my freshman class, the
wordplay with the family.
largest class ever).
Louise was old enough to be my mother,
The service was not a religious one,
but she was not motherly in the usual sense.
though we did sing a hymn or two as well as
the Wheaton Anthem. There were announce- She was brisk. But she was also a teacher
who cared. She scoffed at my doubts about
ments and then a little inspirational talk by
my own competence, and showed her
one of the faculty or by John Edgar Park, our
confidence in me just by expecting me to
wise, amusing, charming president, whom
get to work and do my best. That was the
we all loved. And then we were off to our
year I came into my own and did well in all
first classes.
The heart of my experience at Wheaton was my classes. We remained close friends after I
my relationship with Louise Boas, a profesgraduated, corresponding, exchanging visits,
sor of English, who taught Chaucer, Victorian
and she became “Aunt Louise” to my first
poetry and “Advanced Composition.” I had
two children.
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Helen Williams Hill ’36 now and during her Wheaton
days when she was elected editor of the newspaper

I will never forget her kindness, her playfulness, the way she inspired us to hunger for
knowledge and take joy in learning, and her
dedication to seeing each of us succeed.
Carved in stone above the library doors
is Wheaton’s motto: “That they may have
life, and may have it abundantly.” Looking
back 80 years, I see that Wheaton did for
me exactly what the college was designed
to do: It stretched my mind, broadened
my horizons. It gave me the foundation I
needed for graduate school (which was
easy going after Wheaton) and a career in
scholarship and college teaching. I have
always been grateful. Q
Helen Williams Hill ’36 is a retired professor of
English at Eastern Michigan University, where
she taught writing and children’s literature.
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My gift.
My way.

Diane Leshefsky Troderman ’63
Philanthropist and volunteer
Wheaton College honorary degree recipient, 2013
Board member of Hadassah-Brandeis Institute and Harvard Divinity
School’s Women’s Leadership Institute
Married to Harold Grinspoon for 32 years; between them they have six
children and 11 grandchildren

“At my 50th Reunion, when I received an honorary doctorate, I told the
graduates that taking the time to think about one’s legacy is a wake-up call
to examine how one lives. I am constantly thinking about the Jewish values
that have shaped my life. One is tikkun olam (repair of the world) and the
other is tzeddakah, a concept that combines charity, righteousness and
justice. Infused in both of these values is the mandate to give back. We all
want to live a good life. Giving back makes it a great life. As a volunteer,
philanthropist and leader in the Jewish education field, I give back because I
want to help those in need as an expression of where I came from. Wheaton
opened me up to new ways of seeing the world. I’m indebted to the college,
not only for the education I received but also for the friendships formed. I
am thrilled to include Wheaton in my estate plans to help ensure the impact
the college will continue to have through the generations to come. In a very
real sense, we are stewarding the future, reaffirming our commitment to
make a difference where it counts.”

Your gift. Your way.
Learn how you can give for the future right now.
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or
visit online at giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Take care of
the future
Corinna McFarland ’08

Case management healthcare data analyst, Boston Children’s Hospital
American College of Healthcare Executives member
Wheaton Fund supporter

Makes a difference
“I help analyze trends in patient movement into and out of the hospital. The
main areas of focus are around capacity management, length of stay and
utilization of resources (both hospital and insurance) in order to provide services
to patients. The business of Boston Children’s Hospital is to take care of the
youngest and sickest. My work helps to ensure that more kids gain access
when they need it the most.”

Counts on education
“The value of a liberal arts education is that you can assess any situation from
numerous vantage points and not become ingrained in one way of thinking or seeing
the world. That ability to see different angles is essential in my world of analytics
because you need to know that data can be used and interpreted in many ways.”

“Wheaton gave me so many opportunities that I feel invested in its future. As a
student, I worked for the annual fund and that opened me up to the field of development
and alumnae/i relations. And the Filene Center helped me tremendously with my résumé
and connecting with alums for informational job interviews. Upon graduation, my first job
was in fundraising at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute working with Susan Stampler Paresky
’68. It’s important for me to contribute to the Wheaton Fund so that current and future
students have the opportunities I did. I benefited from the generosity of alums through the
scholarship and financial aid that I received, so I feel I should continue to pass it along.”

BE THE
DIFFERENCE
Give opportunity. Support the Wheaton Fund.

Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

KEITH NORDSTROM

Focuses forward

