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BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

BETWEEN THE LINES

The Quarterly welcomes letters to the editor on topics you’ve read in these 
pages or on other topics concerning the Wheaton community. 

Email us: quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

Or send letters to: Sandy Coleman, editor, Wheaton Quarterly, Wheaton College, 
26 E. Main St., Norton, MA 02766

Insight seeing
As a first-generation college graduate from a 
family of modest means, I didn’t do much traveling 
outside of the state of Alabama, where I’m from, 
when I was in college.

Our “exotic” locations were within driving 
distance of my dad’s pickup truck and came 
with names like Chickasaw, Demopolis and 
Bayou La Batre. Studying abroad was not 
even a consideration for me at that time.

So the first time I went abroad was after 
I became a journalist and spent a couple 
of months writing travel stories. One of 
the places I went was Dakar, Senegal, in 
West Africa. I was curious about the native 
country of my boyfriend, now husband, 
who was born there. 

I marveled at the smell of the sweet 
dustiness of the red sand that covers the 
roads there, which reminded me of rural 
Demopolis, Ala., where my mother was 
born. And I was blown away by the daily 
parade of the tailor-made cultural cloth-

ing of passers-by, as I could see that one 
of the sources of my love of bold colors, 
pattern and texture in my art and fashion 
choices is directly linked to this place. 
(The other source is my late maternal 
grandmother, a quiltmaker.)

It was eye-opening to be in a foreign 
place and see so many connections. I heard 
this kind of realization a lot from the stu-
dents featured in our cover story “Engaging 
a worldview.” 

Wheaton, through its Center for Global 
Education and faculty-led trips, encourages 
students early and often to broaden their  
educational experience by traveling and 
studying overseas. The goal is to get them 
out of their comfort zones, so that they 
explore cultural differences, see them-

selves in a new light and realize how con-
nected we all are in so many unexpected 
ways—all while studying relevant subject 
matter at foreign institutions.

In this issue, we asked students who have 
studied abroad recently to share photos of 
their beautiful adventures and tell us about 
how the experiences have impacted them.

Throughout this issue you will see several 
stories and images that reflect Wheaton’s 
recognition of how important it is to con-
tinually offer opportunities to broaden the 
views of our global citizens in the making. 
They soon will be engaged in meeting the 
challenges of a changing world and will be 
better equipped.

We want to hear from you. Did you go 
abroad while at Wheaton? Send us your 
study abroad photo and tell us about the 
most valuable lesson you learned or the 
most meaningful experience you had:  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. Q

I’m wearing a mudcloth jacket made in Senegal.

About our cover photo

What better way to illustrate the 
international connections we have 
at Wheaton than to showcase the 
flags that hang in Balfour-Hood 
Center? The 70-plus daily reminders 
are more than beautiful decorations. 
They represent the countries and 
heritage of our students. And the 
Student Activities, Involvement and 
Leadership Office makes sure they 
all get seen, by rotating the flags 
displayed several times a year. Go to 
the Quarterly online to see the full 
list of the countries represented.

KEITH NORDSTROM

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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@PRESIDENTHANNO
BY DENNIS M. HANNO, PRESIDENT

A star of hope
Katrina Alden ’17 is taking her interest in agriculture 
and sustainable development to Malaysia, where she 
will teach English as a Fulbright fellow. Her classmate, 
Paige Brnger ’17, also a Fulbright award winner, hopes 
to incorporate the arts into teaching high school 
students in the Slovak Republic. Watson Fellow Kelvin 
Kweku Ampem-Darko ’17 intends to study caregiving 
in Zimbabwe, Bolivia and India while fellow Watson 
honoree Liam Grace-Flood ’17 immerses himself 
in entrepreneurial “maker” cultures in the United 
Kingdom, China, Brazil, Tanzania and Austria. 

Like every member of the just-graduated 
Class of 2017, these young women and men 
are leaving Wheaton to pursue exciting 
opportunities. Their plans underscore the 
global interests and impact of our graduates 
(as well as the many competitive national 
and international awards that Wheaton 
students win). This international focus is 
not surprising. The members of the Class 
of 2017 represent nearly 40 countries, and 
students who come from outside the United 
States account for 18 percent of Wheaton’s 
enrollment. The incoming Class of 2021 
promises to continue the global nature 
of the campus community. 

Among the students who will begin 
their Wheaton adventure this fall will 
be the first recipient of the Wheaton 
International Refugee Scholarship. This 
individual’s family fled war in their home 
country to resettle in the United States 
in recent years. Despite the challenges 
of adjusting to American life, this student 
has excelled in high school. To preserve 
the student’s right to confidentiality, I 
will say only that this individual will 
benefit from Wheaton’s outstanding 
liberal arts education as we will benefit 
from this person’s contributions to our 
community. 

The interest in this scholarship far 
exceeded anything we could have imag-

ined. Well over 1,000 people applied for this 
award, from many countries torn apart by 
violence and poverty. Like the eventual re-
cipient, the most-qualified students demon-
strated remarkable resilience and promise in 
their academic and personal achievements 
against incredible odds. Dean of Admission 
Grant Gosselin told me that deciding on the 
recipient for the award was among the most 
difficult decisions that he has ever faced. 

In many ways, the establishment of this 
scholarship reaffirmed Wheaton’s com-

mitment to providing students with a 
liberal arts education that is international in 
outlook as well as focused on the interests 
of the individual. Our college community—
of alumnae/i, parents and friends as well 
as students, faculty and staff—spans the 
globe. And through 
their efforts, we are 
making a difference 
in the world. One 
need look only at 
the alumnae/i who 
have been honored 
at Commencement 
during the past three 
years to see many 
examples—from Ligia Bonetti Du-Breil ’89, 
who runs an international business from the 
Dominican Republic, and Faith Nondumiso 
Khanyile ’91, who promotes women entre-
preneurs in Africa, to Lisa Szarkowski ’90, 
who coordinates UNICEF USA’s emergency 
response to major disasters around the 
globe, and Thomas Sanderson ’92, who 
combats international terrorism and crime 
through research and on-site investigation. 

For me, the incredible interest in 
Wheaton College from every part of the 
world underscores the fact that American 

higher education is among our coun-
try’s best and most effective ways of 
engaging with the world. This past year, 
United States colleges and universities 
enrolled more than 1 million inter-
national students. I know from my 
own work in Africa the way in which 
American higher education is viewed 
from abroad—as a beacon of hope, as 
a center for ideas that create opportuni-
ties for a better life, and as a source of 
freedom through the power of ideas.

I am incredibly proud of all that 
Wheaton contributes to the world 
through the amazing contributions of the 
members of our community, and I hope 
you share that sense of pride. Wheaton 
College shines brightly as a source of 
hope and a commitment to making the 
world a better place. Q

Dennis M. Hanno

Ligia Bonetti Du-Breil ’89

Lisa Szarkowski ’90

Faith Nondumiso Khanyile ’91

Thomas Sanderson ’92

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Opening doors
Wheaton awards first scholarship for refugees
The college has awarded the Wheaton 
Refugee Scholarship to a high school senior 
whose family fled civil war to resettle in the 
United States. 

The award culminated an international 
effort that began when President Dennis M. 
Hanno announced on January 31 that the 
college would extend a full, four-year schol-
arship to a refugee fleeing conflict.  

“Wheaton is a global institution that 
is dedicated to improving the world by 
advancing knowledge and sharing it,” 
said Hanno in an announcement that was 
covered by scores of major news media, 
including CNN, The New York Times, The 
Washington Post and the Daily Mail (U.K.), 
and generated a flood of social media posts. 
Overall, online analytics estimated that the 
story was viewed more than 850 million 
times worldwide.  

The new scholarship was inspired by the 
signing of an executive order that temporarily 
banned emigration from seven nations—Iran, 
Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. 
The executive order was initially issued on 
January 27 and later revised, although it has 
yet to take force due to court challenges. 

“We are establishing the Wheaton 
Refugee Scholarship as a way of adding our 
voice to the chorus of people across the 
country who are calling for the immigration 
ban to be lifted,” said Hanno, who encour-
aged other colleges and universities to join 
him in offering this opportunity. “This is a 
way for the higher education community 
to reach out beyond our campuses and let 
people in these countries and around the 
world know that, as Americans, we are 
interested in helping others.” 

Wheaton already enrolls a highly diverse 
and international population. Its 1,650 cur-
rent students represent more than 70 coun-
tries and 35 U.S. states and territories. At 
least one member of the college community 
would be affected by the as-yet-unenforced 
executive order, barring the student from 
returning home during breaks in the school 
year. In a message to the college community, 
President Hanno pledged Wheaton’s support 
to anyone affected by the situation.

At the time, Grant Gosselin, vice president 
and dean of admission and student aid, said 
he was confident that Wheaton and other 
schools would find qualified applicants from 
these countries. Further, he said, the scholar-
ships that Wheaton and other U.S. schools 
can offer will change the lives not only of 
the students who receive the awards but 
also of many others in their communities.

“These students have faced hardships un-
like anything we could imagine and will need 
significant assistance to make acquiring an 
education possible,” said Gosselin. “We be-

lieve it is our responsibility as contributors to 
global education to make this commitment.”

Wheaton had reopened its application 
deadline through March 1 for students in-
terested in applying for the scholarship. The 
college received more than 1,000 applica-
tions for admission, ultimately selecting a 
student whose family had emigrated recently 
from one of the seven nations named in the 
executive order. The home country and the 
name of the student are being withheld to 
protect the individual’s privacy. Q

—Michael Graca
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Global views from campus
The Global Leadership Development Group 
(GLD), a student organization, is shedding 
light on international issues for the benefit of 
the larger Wheaton community.

Each year, under the advisement of 
President Dennis M. Hanno and dedicated 
faculty, a new GLD class is formed. This past 
academic year students hailed from Bahrain, 
China, France, Greece, India, Somalia, South 
Africa, Swaziland, Switzerland, Turkey and 
the U.S.

“The GLD’s goal is raising awareness of 
global issues, and sensitizing the community 
so they take action,” said Nefeli Batistatou ’19, 
a biochemistry major from Greece.

The group engages the rising number of 
international students attending Wheaton, 
said Gail Sahar, professor of psychology and 
special assistant to the president. “Bringing 
international students to campus isn’t 
enough; you must help the general popula-
tion understand their issues. Also, it helps 
international students to see our commit-
ment to global issues.”

The first GLD cohort of sophomores com-
pleted its capstone project in February: a 
panel discussion that brought three refugees 
to campus.

This project followed monthly meetings 

at the Presidents’ House, which the students 
began attending as freshmen. “We collec-
tively agreed that the refugee crisis was the 
most pressing issue,” said Tom Fenu ’19, an 
international relations major from France.

Refugees Mary Truong (Vietnam), Rasha 
(Iraq) and Abdi (Somalia) all spoke at the 
February panel that attracted more than 100 
people to Hindle Auditorium. 

Truong discussed hardships she faced as 
a 14-year-old leaving everything behind 
to travel to the U.S. by boat. Rasha talked 
about the I-94, a form that allowed her legal 
passage into the U.S., after spending years 
drifting from country to country—from her 
home country of Iraq, and then Syria, where 
the civil war forced her to move again to 
Lebanon. Abdi discussed acclimating to life 
in Massachusetts, and clearing up friends’ 
misconceptions about Muslims. 

Assistant Professor of Political Science 
Aubrey Westfall, a refugee migration 
expert, advised the students. In October 
2016, they all met with Truong—now 
director of the Massachusetts Office 
for Refugees and Immigrants—to learn 
more about refugee resettlement.

When the GLD decided to host a panel, 
Truong identified refugees willing to partici-

pate. Students coordinated all aspects of the 
event—from finding a venue to publicity. 

“The students pretty much took this on. 
We left it to them to coordinate and put the 
pieces together,” Westfall said.

Hearing the refugees’ stories was impact-
ful, Batistatou said. “The fact that they prob-
ably will never return to their home coun-
tries made me emotional. As an international 
student, there are times I miss my home 
country, but I know I can go back. I imagine 
it’s hard knowing that you cannot return to 
the country of your childhood.”

Fenu added: “The near-death experiences 
of the panelists, and how stoic they seemed 
when telling us those stories, moved and 
surprised me.”

As the GLD students move onto their 
junior year this fall, some will study abroad 
while others will mentor the next GLD 
group. The leadership skills they have devel-
oped will carry on. 

“I have considerably increased my capac-
ity to work as part of a group, to dare and be 
creative, and to be thoughtful,” Fenu said. Q

—Laura Pedulli

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY KEITH NORDSTROM AND DAVID LAFERRIERE

Pictured from left, Nefeli Batistatou, Rodney Rugamba, 
Kexin Zhen, Tom Fenu, Yaohang Fan, Lucia Verdejo, 
Tamaki Nagai and Caroline Kennedy (all Class of 2019)
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A minute with…
Daniel Alexandre ’20

Daniel Alexandre, a music major with a 
business and management minor, is the 
drummer in a campus band called dojob; 
the pianist for Voices United to Jam; a ca-
reer peer advisor in the Filene Center; and 
a member of the Jazz Ensemble and the 
World Music Ensemble. This fall he plans 
to intern in the Office of Admission. He 
has clearly found his groove at Wheaton, 
successfully balancing his academics 
workload and a deep dive into extracur-
ricular involvement. Perfect timing: “I 
actually haven’t been playing drums very 
long. My principal instrument is piano 
but since being at Wheaton I’ve wanted 
to stretch myself musically and pick up 
a new instrument. I chose to play drums 
because I noticed that a few of the bands 
on campus were looking for dynamic 
drummers with good time, so I took it as a 
challenge to develop those skills.”  

Great vibe: “I enjoy being involved on 
campus because it helps to foster com-
munity, and I really get a snapshot of the 
quality of people who go here. Wheaton 
is a real community that is constantly 
being shaped by passionate individuals 
who want to see equality and innovation 
in each of their respective departments. 
My experience at Wheaton has shown 
me that it isn’t comprised of halfhearted 
students; instead, everyone I run into here 
is motivated to make a notable impact 
both at Wheaton and in their 
lives outside of the col-
lege. That kind of drive 
motivates me to seri-
ously consider how I 
can start building a 
legacy that will out-
live me.” Feeling 
upbeat: “My 

favorite drumming experience was when 
I played a live show at the Lyons Den last 
semester with dojob. I had never sang and 
played drums before but I wanted to push 
myself to do something new. There were 
times when I could hear the whole room 
singing along, and that gave me chills.” 
Notable lesson: “I had a meeting with 
Dean [Jocelyn] Emerson once and we 
talked about time management and what 
a successful college student’s schedule ac-
tually looks like. She helped me configure 
my calendar in a way that allotted time 

for classes, for studying and for having 
fun. I think that was the best learn-

ing experience for me because it 
taught me how to systemize my 
college experience and really 
feel like I have a handle on my 
time here.” Q

—Sandy Coleman
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Opportunity close to home
Neuroscience major 
spends break interning 
at local hospital

Justin Gallagher ’19, a neuroscience major, 
plans to pursue becoming a neurosurgeon 
in medical school, and is also interested in 
biology and psychology.

During winter break, he got an opportunity 
to combine all of his interests and start 
building the foundation of experience for his 
career plans by interning at Sturdy Memorial 
Hospital in Attleboro, Mass.

During his internship, he helped care 
for patients within the nursing units and 
labeled medical records for the Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Center.

“Aiding in patient care requires a skill 
set that is a valuable asset to have within 
the medical field because it requires a high 
degree of interaction—especially when one 
becomes a doctor,” he said. “My biggest 
challenge was simply opening myself up 
to the patients and having the confidence 
to aid them in whatever they needed. I 
overcame it by just being my normal self, 
and it worked out perfectly.”

Gallagher, who is a pitcher on the varsity 
baseball team and a member of the Pre-
Health Society on campus, noted that his 
experiences in the classroom as well as on 
the ball field contributed to his success dur-
ing this internship.

His biology courses provided him with a 
familiarity with what he encountered at the 
hospital on a daily basis and “being a leader 
and having confidence to aid patients came 
from my experiences on the varsity baseball 
team,” he said.

He learned a great deal about commu-
nicating efficiently and consistently with 
patients to understand what they required.

“My favorite moment on the job was 
one of the interactions I had with an older 
gentleman who was a patient at the hospital 
within one of the nursing units. He simply 
needed a friend to have a conversation with, 
and we talked for a good amount of time 
about football and things that related to us. 

It was a great moment because he seemed 
very ill, alone and needed someone to talk 
to him. I am glad I was there to help at the 
right time. Many people don’t get an oppor-
tunity like that.”

This was Gallagher’s first internship. Ben 
Chalot, associate director of the Filene 
Center for Academic Advising and Career 
Services, helped him secure the opportunity 
by putting the student in contact with the 
supervisor of student and volunteer services 
at Sturdy.

Gallagher is one of 26 students who re-
ceived funding for 2016–2017 Winternships. 
The Winternship initiative at Wheaton 
provides stipends for students who want 
opportunities to have an enriching experi-

ence that connects to their academics 
while earning money during winter break. 
Funding for the initiative comes from several 
sources, including the Nancy Lyon Porter 
’43 Community Service Fellowship program, 
the Blakely Fetridge Bundy ’66 Work and 
Learning Fellowship, and the Talanian Family 
Work and Learning Fellowship.

“After this internship, I hope to delve 
deeper into specific departments within 
neurology,” said Gallagher, who is also in 
the Wheaton May Fellows program. “This 
internship has reinforced my decision to 
apply to medical school and given me great 
experience working with patients, which I 
will need.” Q

—Sandy Coleman

Justin Gallagher ’19 completed a winter internship at Sturdy Memorial Hospital in Attleboro, Mass.
KEITH NORDSTROM

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Getting at the root of concerns
Projects for Peace grant 
allows senior to create farm

Can social justice be achieved through farm-
ing? Jessica Kruger ’17 believes so and has 
earned a $10,000 Projects for Peace grant to 
find out. 

Kruger, a psychology major, won the 
award for her proposal to establish a 
community farm aimed at relieving hunger, 
providing at-risk youth with meaningful 
work and building connections among 
residents in her hometown, Framingham, 
Mass. 

“I feel unimaginably excited for the 
opportunity, grateful to Wheaton and 
Projects for Peace, and, most of all, 
motivated to bring this project to life,” said 
Kruger, who admits that when she applied 
for the grant it seemed like a lofty goal 
but she had to try because she believes so 
strongly in her project.

“I hope that the farm will significantly 
increase the number of meals our partner 
organization will be able to provide to the 
homeless and hungry population of my 
hometown; and that the young people who 
work on the farm realize that making a 
difference in their community is well within 
their reach,” she said. 

Projects for Peace, an initiative open to 
undergraduates at the American colleges 
and universities in the Davis United World 
College Scholars Program, encourages 
students to create projects that innovatively 
focus on reconciliation, building under-
standing and breaking down barriers that 
cause conflict in an effort to foster peace. 
Proposals judged to be the most promising 
and feasible are funded at $10,000 each.

The late Kathryn Wasserman Davis, an 
accomplished internationalist and philan-
thropist, established Projects for Peace on 
her 100th birthday. She was the mother of 
Wheaton alumna Diana Davis Spencer ’60.

Kruger will use the grant to establish the 
Framingham Community Farm, which this 
year will include a vegetable garden plot 
with raised beds and an apiary with three 
beehives. The farm will be a community ser-
vice placement for youth who are referred 

by Middlesex County courts and local group 
homes, and a place for them to interact with 
area residents. 

She stresses that this is just a first step, as 
she seeks to make the farm a sustainable 
model that can be widely replicated. She 
already has established partnerships with 
five organizations in the area, including the 
hunger relief organization Daniel’s Table and 
the Massachusetts Trial Court Community 
Service Program. She also will have the help 
of a local farmer and a caretaker throughout 
the growing season.

Kruger said her Wheaton education and 
experiences contributed to the successful 
development of this project idea.

“Wheaton let me claim my education 
exactly how I wanted,” she said. “While I 
majored in psychology, I also spent a lot 
of time taking courses in anthropology, 
Hispanic studies and English, among other 
disciplines. 

“All of my professors put great emphasis 
on honing the craft of thinking. For every 
one thing I learned in class, I became 
aware of a hundred other things I had to 
explore. These were the most valuable 
aspects of my Wheaton education: the 
humbling discovery of all there is to know, 
and the skill to think about the world in 
complex ways that allow us to make it 
better. This is why I was able to be bold 
enough to pitch this abstract idea in the 
first place, and why I will now be able to 
make it a reality for my town.” Q

—Sandy Coleman

AROUND THE DIMPLE

“I feel unimaginably excited 

for the opportunity, grateful 

to Wheaton and Projects 

for Peace, and, most of all, 

motivated to bring this project 

to life.”

Jessica Kruger ’17

Jessica Kruger ’17 plans to establish the Framingham Community Farm with her Projects for Peace grant.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Building 
a safe 
community
Grants support ongoing 
efforts to prevent sexual and 
gender-based violence

Wheaton received two grants in fall 2016 
aimed at continuing to make the campus a 
safe, inclusive place for all genders—includ-
ing a second three-year grant from the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) that will enable 
the community to expand its efforts to pre-
vent sexual and gender-based violence.

The first grant, a $10,000 award from 
the Avon Foundation for Women, included 
an invitation for Wheaton representatives 
to attend the National Leadership Institute: 
Changing the Narrative on Campus Gender-
Based Violence, a conference held in Boston 
in October 2016.

“We were able to learn and revisit key con-
cepts around the intersection of interpersonal 
violence and campus communities,” Courtney 
Ruggles, coordinator of Wheaton’s Sexual 
Misconduct and Assault Resource Team, said 
of the conference. “We were given time to 
work as a group to develop an action plan for 
our campus as well as to network with nine 
other area schools and share ideas, successes 
and questions.”

The second award is a $300,000 Campus 
Program Grant from the DOJ Office on 
Violence Against Women (OVW). A 
continuation grant, it will expand on work 
begun with the first OVW grant Wheaton 
received in 2012.

“Receiving this grant for the second time 
means that the Justice Department OVW 
has confidence in our ability to continue 
to grow and develop our programs and 
initiatives on campus,” said Kate Kenny, vice 
president for student affairs and dean of 
students. “It is a testament to the hard work, 
dedication and quality of what we have cre-
ated thus far with grant funding.”

The continuation grant comes several 
months after Wheaton reached a settlement 

agreement with the Department of Justice 
on a Title IX investigation and compliance 
review of the college. The resolution of the 
yearlong review required the college to 
revise policies and practices, including edu-
cational and training programs that it offers 
to faculty and staff. 

The department commended the college 
for its work in responding to the review as 
well as its “work to foster a safe and healthy 
campus environment where all students can 
achieve their full potential.”

The first OVW grant enabled Wheaton to 
provide new programs around the preven-

tion of sexual and gender-based miscon-
duct, such as establishing an annual Consent 
Day, and to strengthen the college’s partner-
ships with the Norton Police Department 
and New Hope Inc., Kenny said.

The initial grant also supported academic 
programs—in particular, a theater class taught 
by Professor of English and Playwright-in-
Residence Charlotte Meehan that opened up 
dialogue among students on sexual assault, 
sex on a college campus and related topics 
using improvisation and other techniques.

The work in that class led Meehan to 
write a script for a play titled What Happens 
When, which the Theatre and Dance Studies 
Department produced in the spring of 2015. 
The play also has been made available to 
other institutions that are looking for new 
ways to address sexual violence.

With the continuation of the OVW grant, 
Associate Professor of Theater Stephanie 
Daniels also is focusing on sexual assault 
and prevention and bystander intervention 
in her “Theatre and Social Change” class. 

These grants also will support continued 
development of a student men’s group on 
campus focused on healthy masculinity and 
violence prevention, said Brandon White, 
associate dean of students and director of 
student conduct. Q

—Becca Manning

$10,000 award from the 
Avon Foundation for Women

The award included an 
invitation for Wheaton 
representatives to attend the 

National Leadership Institute: Changing 
the Narrative on Campus Gender-Based 
Violence, a conference held in Boston in 
October 2016. For more information, go to 
avonfoundation.org.

$300,000 grant from the DOJ Office on 
Violence Against Women (OVW)

A continuation grant, it will expand on work 
begun with the first OVW grant Wheaton 
received in 2012. For more information, go 
to justice.gov/ovw/grant-programs.

Courtney Ruggles, coordinator of the Sexual Misconduct and Assault Resource Team, provides information.
SANDY COLEMAN

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
http://wheatoncollege.edu/sexual-assault/sexual-assault-resource-team/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/sexual-assault/sexual-assault-resource-team/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/sexual-assault/progress-and-ongoing-efforts/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2016/10/13/lighting-the-dark/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/2015/01/04/combating-violence-against-women/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/2015/01/04/combating-violence-against-women/
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Fueling 
social 
change
Service has been a big part of sophomore 
Keaton Schrank’s life since childhood. Doing 
the right thing quickly became a passion, 
leading her to create a recycling program at 
age 10 with her father when they moved to 
a new neighborhood in Texas; organize a 
communitywide garage sale for charity; and 
take on many other projects.

That ongoing commitment to helping 
to improve society this spring earned her 
a Campus Compact 2017 Newman Civic 
Fellowship, which is awarded to students 
engaged in finding solutions for challenges 
facing communities throughout the country.

Fellows are provided with a variety of 
learning and networking opportunities as 
well as a pathway to scholarships and post-
graduate opportunities. They also are invited 
to attend the 2017 Newman Civic Fellows 
national conference that takes place in 
Boston in November.

The one-year fellowships are awarded to 
up to 273 nominated students representing 
Campus Compact member colleges and 
universities from 39 states and Washington, 
D.C. Campus Compact is a coalition of col-
lege and university presidents committed to 
fulfilling the public purposes of higher edu-
cation. The goal of the Newman fellowship 
is to provide training and resources that help 
students pursue their passions to develop 
strategies to achieve social change.

“Through this fellowship, I hope to gain 
valuable knowledge and develop new skills 
that will allow me to bring more oppor-
tunities for community service and civic 
engagement to Wheaton,” Schrank said. 
“I’m also looking forward to meeting and 
learning from people from schools across 
the country.”

At Wheaton, Schrank, a double major in 
environmental science and Italian stud-
ies, is president of the Community Service 
Council. One of the council’s most recent 
projects has been the creation of a kind-

ness rock garden, located under a tree near 
the campus library. The project encourages 
people to take rocks decorated with uplifting 
messages and share them with others.

“There are numerous challenges facing 
communities throughout the country today,” 
Schrank said. “With today’s political climate, 
one of the most important issues to me is 
simply the lack of kindness in many commu-
nities. Though it may not be the most impor-
tant issue to many people, I am always taken 
aback by the hostility and anger that have 

infiltrated communities, especially in recent 
months. I have always been an advocate 
for spreading kindness through random or 
deliberate acts of service. I truly believe that 
if you can make one person’s day just a little 
bit better then you have done your job.”

In nominating Schrank, Wheaton 
President Dennis M. Hanno noted that 
her altruistic personality and actions are 
inspiring. “Keaton has creatively found ways 
to grow council membership, effectively 
increasing Wheaton’s capacity to serve the 
local community,” he said.

Schrank, who has a full academic load as 
well as other involvements on campus, said 
she applies what she has learned from her 
studies and experiences in trying to find as 
much time as possible to create new vol-
unteer opportunities for students to engage 
with surrounding communities.

“Wheaton has opened my eyes to many 
of the problems facing communities today, 
encouraged me to think critically about 
problem solving, and given me the motiva-
tion and skills needed to make a difference 
in society,” she said. Q

—Sandy Coleman

Keaton Schrank ’19, president of the Community 
Service Council, leads students (above) on a rainy day 
campus cleanup in the woods; and (left) works with 
the group making pet toys to donate to a local shelter.

NICKI PARDO PHOTOS

http://compact.org/initiatives/awards-programs/the-frank-newman-leadership-award/
http://compact.org/initiatives/awards-programs/the-frank-newman-leadership-award/
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Historic lens
Professor featured on PBS, 
National Geographic Channel 

Dolita Cathcart, associate professor 
of history, appeared on two television 
shows this year, sharing her expertise 
in African American history and social 
movements with audiences on PBS and 
the National Geographic Channel.

The first project, titled 
“Birth of a Movement: The 
Battle Against America’s First 
Blockbuster,” aired on PBS’s 
“Independent Lens” on February 
6, focusing on the response to 
the 1915 silent film “Birth of a 
Nation.”

“The filmmakers came across 
my dissertation while they 
were conducting research on 
the showing of D.W. Griffith’s 
blockbuster film, ‘Birth of a 
Nation’—a horribly racist film 
that helped to reinvigorate the 
Klan,” Cathcart said.

The film, which was 
developed by Northern Light 
Productions, is narrated by actor 
Danny Glover and features 
interviews with filmmakers Spike 
Lee and Henry Louis Gates Jr., 
among other famous names.

The Wheaton professor’s 

living room was transformed 
into a film studio for the 
interview, which focused on 
how the black community in 
America reacted to the showing 
of the film at the time—a 
response that included protests 
and police riots.

The second film project 
came about after the “Birth 
of a Movement” creators 
shared Cathcart’s interview 
with producers at the National 
Geographic Channel who 
were working on an eight-part 
documentary series. The series, 
titled “Origins,” chronicles “the 
breathtaking story of the rise 
of mankind,” according to a 
website announcing the project.

Cathcart was interviewed 
for several episodes in the 
“Origins” series, which aired 
on the National Geographic 

Channel in March.
While sharing her expertise 

on African American history, 
Cathcart collected a few new 
strategies for the classroom.

“‘Origins’ gave me some 
ideas for teaching, like taking an 
artifact of some kind and having 
that stimulate discussion,” she 
said. “I actually tried that in one 
of my last classes and it went 
quite well.”

The professor was invited to 
appear on a panel of experts 

to discuss the PBS project at 
a public screening at Harvard 
University in January. Wheaton 
also hosted a screening of the 
film in April, followed by a 
Q&A with Cathcart, Northern 
Light filmmaker Bestor Cram, 
former Boston NAACP president 
Michael Curry (who plays a role 
in the film’s re-enactments) and 
Robert Bellinger, associate profes-
sor and director of black studies 
at Suffolk University, who also 
appears as an expert in the film. 

The Wheaton event was 
hosted by the Council on 
Inclusion and Diversity, the 
African, African American, 
diaspora studies program, the 
History Department and the 
History Club. Q

—Becca Manning

Professor Dolita Cathcart, left, was 
featured in Northern Light Productions’ 
documentary “Birth of a Movement: 
The Battle Against America’s First 
Blockbuster,” which aired on PBS’s 
“Independent Lens” on February 6 and 
focuses on the response to the 1915 
silent film “Birth of a Nation.”

NORTHERN LIGHT PRODUCTIONS

NORTHERN LIGHT PRODUCTIONS

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Matisse  
up close
Professor co-curates MFA 
exhibition of artist at work 

Museum visitors this spring got a chance 
to see something they don’t often see, 
thanks to Associate Professor of Art History 
Ellen McBreen. She co-curated the exhibi-
tion “Matisse in the Studio,” which ran at 

the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, from April 9 through 
July 9, and will be at the 
Royal Academy in London 
from August 5 through 
November 12. She also 
co-edited an accompany-
ing book. This is the first 
international exhibition to 
exclusively focus on the 
influence of Henri Matisse’s 
(1869–1954) art objects and 

provide rare archival photographs of him in 
the studio. The objects are presented with 
the artwork. McBreen, the author of Matisse’s 
Sculpture: The Pinup and the Primitive, has 
been working on the exhibition and its ac-
companying catalog for the past five years. 
We asked her about this project, which 
originated with her own research.

How did objects influence his 
view of the world?

“Matisse was a lifelong student of other cul-
tures, and he constantly went to museums 
and exhibitions to nourish his eye. An exhi-
bition of Islamic art held in Munich in 1911, 
for example, was an especially key event for 
him. Right afterward, he went to Spain to 
see the Alhambra and the Great Mosque at 
Córdoba. He often described how this expo-
sure to various Islamic traditions, primarily 
from the Middle East and North Africa (for 
example Persian miniatures, textiles and 
metalwork), had profound consequences 
on his art, helping him to achieve a greater 
sense of space in it. This engagement with 
traditions outside of Europe helped Matisse 
to critically examine his own culture’s 

assumptions about what art should be. 
Arguably, Matisse’s art would not have been 
so revolutionary nor so influential without 
this lifelong curiosity.”

How does this relate to what is 
going on in the world now?

“Right now, geographical borders are so 
much a part of our political conversations. 
We continue to hear broad, sweeping state-
ments about other cultures, other regions, 
as if they were static entities. It has always 
struck me how the free circulation of objects 
and ideas throughout history has been a 
necessary constant for culture. There would 
be no modern art, no modernity for that 
matter, without it.”

What excites you about this exhibition?

“Matisse is such a well-known artist, but I 
think our exhibition sheds new light on the 

way he worked. A few of the objects that will 
be shown are from private collections and 
have never been exhibited publicly. I’m ex-
cited for the potential of our research to be a 
reference that will be useful for future schol-
ars and a source of enjoyment for others.”

What do you hope viewers take away?

“I hope they will see that art is at its best 
when it is a global undertaking; and when 
artists take risks and experiment with new 
ideas. We tend to study culture by geograph-
ic region: our museums and universities 
are organized that way, because that’s how 
our education and training are organized, 
too. Modern art has been one long, messy, 
hybrid experiment in mixing hierarchies and 
ideas. I hope that visitors will see that even 
one of the most French of all French artists 
was truly, as his friend Louis Aragon wrote, a 
‘citizen of the world.’”

© HENRI CARTIER-BRESSON/MAGNUM PHOTOS, COURTESY MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON

PANORAMA 

Associate Professor 
of Art History Ellen 
McBreen

Henri Matisse (above) 
with his collection 
of Kuba cloths and 
a Samoan tapa on 
the wall behind him; 
Interior with Egyptian 
Curtain; right, an 
Egyptian tent curtain 
(khayamiya)
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Do you recall the first time you saw a Matisse?

“My mother took me to museums as a child, 
and I think the very first Matisse I saw must 
have been that beautiful painting of his wife 
in the kimono (‘The Terrace’) at the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum. But to be honest, 
when I started out in art history, I mistakenly 
thought Matisse’s work was too simple and 
apolitical. It wasn’t until the end of graduate 
school that I started to appreciate the 
complexity of it, and that was because of his 
sculpture, which is what I eventually wrote 
my dissertation on. I was motivated by the 
fact that so few feminist scholars had written 
on how Matisse treated the female body in 
his work.”

How does your Matisse research 
factor into your work at Wheaton?

“A great deal of work with art history 
students has been done in the years of 
preparation leading up to this exhibition and 
the related catalog. As far back as 2010–
2011, I worked with Dania Piscetta ’11, 
who wrote her honors thesis on Matisse’s 
interest in Chinese culture, which is a theme 
we explore in ‘Matisse and the Studio.’ The 
last time I taught the seminar ‘Matisse and 
Methods’ we studied his appropriations from 
other media and other cultural traditions. 
Discussing those issues with students, and 
teaching some of the texts I was using 
to develop the ideas for the project, was 
formative. It helped me to figure out how 
to express them in an accessible, engaging 
way. I also worked with research assistants 
Sarah Estrela ’15 and Allison Meyette ’18, 
who are both specifically mentioned in the 
acknowledgments to the scholarly catalog 
that accompanies the exhibition. They were 
an enormous help.”

The exhibition must have taken a 
lot of collaboration to pull off.

“The organization of an exhibition of 
this ambition and size [with over 40 
lenders and two different venues on two 
different continents] is normally a full-time 
commitment, so I was pleased to be working 
with marvelous colleagues in both Boston 
and London. I may have traveled to about 
eight countries just for the loans alone. The 
project definitely expanded my research 
horizons.” Q

PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS

Faculty

Vicki Bartolini, professor of education, co-authored 
the article “Transforming a Reggio-Inspired 
Documentation Assignment Using VoiceThread, an 
Online Collaborative Tool,” in the journal Innovations 
in Early Education: The International Reggio Emilia 
Exchange, with former Wheaton faculty technology 
liaison Patrick Rashleigh (March).

Alex Bloom, professor of history, presented four 
lectures at universities in Italy: “‘How the Other Half 
(Learned To) Live’: Race, Class, Gender, and Ethnicity 
in late 19th-century America,” at the Universita di 
Roma Tre, in Rome, in February; “1968: The Year 
the World Exploded,” at Palazzo Ducale, in Genoa, 
in March; “‘The Personal is Political, the Political is 
Personal:’ Understanding the 1960s,” at the Istituto 
Universitario Orientale, in Naples, in March; and “The 
Trump Presidency: How We Got Here and Where We 
Might Be Going,” at Libera Università Internazionale 
degli Studi Sociali, in Rome, in March.

Samuel Coale, professor of English, presented “The 
Mystery of Mysteries,” at the Providence Athenaeum, 
in February, and “Haunted by Hawthorne” at the ALA 
Annual Convention at the Westin Copley in Boston in 
May. He also co-edited Nathaniel Hawthorne in the 
College Classroom (AMS Press Inc., 2017).

Lindsay Flynn, assistant professor of political 
science, wrote the article “Childcare Markets and 
Maternal Employment: A typology,” which appeared in 
the Journal of European Social Policy (February).

Scott Gelber, associate professor of education, 
wrote the article “‘You Can’t Belong Anywhere Else’: 
Postsecondary Aspirations of Rural Students in 
the Postwar Era,” in the May issue of the American 
Journal of Education.

Andy Howard, professor of art, curated and was fea-
tured in the group photography exhibition “Contrasts,” 
which opened on May 6 at the Cape Cod Museum of Art. 

John Kricher, professor 
of biology, authored 
The New Neotropical 
Companion ( Princeton 
University Press, 2017). 

Katherine Mason, 
assistant professor of 
sociology/women’s and 
gender studies, wrote 
the article “‘Won’t 
Someone Think of the Children?’: Reproductive 
Futurism and Same-Sex Marriage in U.S. Courts, 
2003–2015” in Sexuality Research and Social Policy 
(March).

Cheryl Mrozowski, professor of dance, was a peer 
reviewer for the Journal of Dance Education (January). 

Karen McCormack, associate professor of sociology, 
published the article “Building Community Online 
and On the Trail: Communication, Coordination 
and Trust Among Mountain Bikers,” in Information, 
Communication & Society (February).

Joel Relihan, professor of classics, wrote the chapter 
“Prose satire” in A Guide to Neo-Latin Literature 
(Cambridge University Press, 2017).

Justin Schupp, assistant professor of sociology, 
wrote the article “Just Where Does Local Food Live? 
Assessing Farmers’ Markets in the United States,” in 
Agriculture and Human Values (December 2016).

Kent Shaw, assistant professor of English, wrote 
a book review of Scarecrow, in Colorado Review 
(February).

Sue Standing, professor of English, wrote four 
poems, “Territory (Master of Cabestany),” “How to 
Interpret the Betrothal, II.,” “In the Circus Fernando” 
and “Twins,” in spoKe 4 (February).

Mary Beth Tierney-Tello, 
professor of Hispanic stud-
ies, wrote the book Mining 
Memory: Reimagining 
Self and Nation through 
Narratives of Childhood in 
Peru (Bucknell University 
Press, 2017). 

M. Gabriela Torres, 
associate professor of an-
thropology, wrote the essay 
“Engendering Violence: Military Leadership through 
the Moral Crisis of Guatemala’s National Family,” in 
Violence and Crime in Latin America: Representations 
and Politics (University of Oklahoma Press, 2017).

A. Javier Trevino, professor of sociology, wrote 
the book The Development of Sociological Theory: 
Readings from the Enlightenment to the Present (Sage 
Publishing, 2017).

Aubrey Westfall, assistant professor of political sci-
ence, co-wrote the article “Islamic Headcovering and 
Political Engagement: The Power of Social Networks,” 
in Politics and Religion (February).

Alumnae/i

Joanne Kourepinos Adams ’82 has been selected as 
the Top Female Executive Director of the Year for 2017 
by the International Association of Top Professionals.

Jonathan Huss ’98, New York-based musician, 
had one of his songs played on radio station 107.1 The 
Peak (WXPX-FM) in April. 

Samuel Kestenbaum ’09, who is a religion writer 
and reporter at the New York-based newspaper The 
Forward, wrote the article “When Passover is about 
American slavery” in The Atlantic (April).

Dorothy Kerper Monnelly ’58 has photographs on 
exhibit in “Fragile Water,” along with those of Ansel 
Adams and Ernest Brooks, at the San Jose Museum of 
Art in California, through August 1. 

William Richards ’04, 
senior director of digital 
content strategy for the 
American Institute of 
Architects, authored Revolt 
and Reform in Architecture’s 
Academy: Urban Renewal, 
Race, and the Rise of 
Design in the Public Interest 
(Routledge, 2017). 

Heather Spitzberg ’96 
wrote “Life’s Lot” in Junto magazine (March). Q

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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FIELD REPORT

Total immersion
Kyle Diangkinay ’17 engages in sports information career opportunities

Whether shooting hoops with friends, 
watching his Yankees take on the Mets 
in the Subway Series, trying out for the 
Wheaton baseball team his freshman year 
or working in the Athletics Department 
for four years—sports have been a part of 
senior Kyle Diangkinay’s life for as long as 
he can remember.

So when he received the opportunity to 
attend the 2017 NCAA Division III Student 
Immersion Program in Nashville, Tenn., this 
January, it was the start of a lifelong passion 
turning into a potential future.

“I’ve realized that I’d like to pursue a profes-
sional career in athletics from the administra-
tive standpoint because I thoroughly enjoy 
helping in the dissemination of student-athlete 
information to bridge the gap between the fan 
and the player,” said Diangkinay, a business 
and management major. “The benefits that 
I received from the NCAA Convention are 
immeasurable and priceless.”

The immersion program is held annually 
in conjunction with the NCAA Convention. 
Students who are selected are fully funded 
to attend the convention and are exposed 
to networking opportunities with Division 
III members and to the governance process. 
The goal of the program is to build a pipeline 
of talented ethnic minority candidates who 
are interested in Division III coaching and/
or administration, in an effort to diversify the 
division, according to the NCAA website.

“Being in an administrative position 
would allow me to use my experience and 
knowledge to truly exemplify the concept 
of diversity and inclusion within athletics,” 
said Diangkinay, who has always valued his 
broad intercultural interactions.

“Coming from a very ethnically diverse 
place—Queens, N.Y.—I still hold very close 
the friends that I made through sports teams 
as an adolescent,” he said. “Had it not been 
for the several sports clubs that I had been 
enrolled in growing up, my friend group 
would likely be far less diverse.

“Even as college has progressed, I have 
made friends from all over the world. My 
study abroad experience was made far bet-
ter by participating in basketball games with 

individuals from China, South Africa and 
England, to name a few nations.” 

While in Nashville, Diangkinay participat-
ed in programming and training for students 
seeking professional careers in athletics. He 
also had the opportunity to attend an NCAA 
legislative voting session as well as seminars 
featuring guest speakers and an informative 
session on the importance of Title IX.

“Attending the convention showed me 
how many career opportunities are available 
throughout intercollegiate athletics—especially 
at the Division III level. Many workshops point-
ed to the slight lack of diversity in administra-
tion, but learning more about how much the 
NCAA cares about inclusion was encouraging 
for a person of color interested in the sports 

information field like myself,” he said.
“Meeting 40-plus other immersion pro-

gram participants was a great experience 
as well. Getting to surround myself with a 
diverse group of people who share my same 
passion for sports was encouraging. We all 
got along really well and feel confident that 
we can turn to each other for networking 
opportunities in the future.”

The immersion program already is paying 
off. In March, Diangkinay received a let-
ter from the NCAA director of Division III 
informing him that he was selected to attend 
the 2017 NCAA Division III Career Next 
Steps Program held May 31 through June 
1 in conjunction with the NCAA Career in 
Sports Forum in Indianapolis. 

During that time, participants explore 
potential careers in sports, with the primary 
focus on college athletics. The forum is 
designed to assist students in charting their 
career paths and provide an opportunity 
to network and learn from current athletics 
professionals. 

He also received word in March that he was 
accepted into the College Sports Information 
Directors of America (CoSIDA) Student 
Program that takes place June 11 through June 
13 in Orlando, Fla., which also offers network-
ing and learning opportunities. Q

—Kristian Martin

Kyle Diangkinay ’17  attended the 2017 NCAA 
Division III Student Immersion Program in January.
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Making a 
big splash
Barrett Roberts ’07 named 
Swimming Coach of the Year

Women’s and men’s swimming coach 
Barrett Roberts ’07 in February was named 
the 2016–2017 New England Women’s and 
Men’s Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) 
Women’s Swimming Coach of the Year and 
Men’s Co-Swimming Coach of the Year.

This is the second time a Wheaton coach 
has earned the Women’s Coach of the Year 
distinction. Jean-Paul Gowdy was the first 
to do so during 2008–2009. Roberts’s Men’s 
Coach of the Year honor is the first in pro-
gram history.

This past season, Roberts led the women’s 
program to its best finish at the NEWMAC 
championships since 2010. The Lyons finished 
in third place with 766 points, which was just 
3.5 points away from second. Wheaton fin-
ished with six All-Conference 
honors, as well as a NEWMAC 
Women’s Swimmer of the Year 
nod for junior Jenna Hayden 
(pictured right). 

Hayden’s Swimmer of the 
Year honor is the first ever for 
a member of the women’s pro-
gram. A swimmer must finish 
in first or second place to earn 
All-Conference honors. Hayden 
went to the 2017 NCAA 
Division III Swimming and 
Diving Championships, where 
she competed in three events.

On the men’s side, Roberts 
shares the Co-Coach of the 
Year honor with John Westkott 
of the Coast Guard Academy.

The Wheaton men’s swimming and diving 
team finished the NEWMAC championships 
in fourth place with 614 points, which ties 
the best finish in program history. The team 
had several members finish in podium 
position, while earning one All-Conference 
honor and having several swimmers break 
school records. 

At the end of the championships, the 

Lyons set 23 school records and had several 
All-Conference performances, many person-
al best records and standout performances 
between both programs.

While a student, Roberts was a standout 
swimmer for the Lyons, earning All-
America honors three times (2005–2007) 
and NEWMAC Swimmer of the Year 
accolades in 2006. He was a three-year co-

captain who earned 
College Swimming 
Coaches Association 
of America Scholar 
All-America honors 
in 2004 and 2005. 
As a senior, Roberts 
took home the Linda 

Frances Epstein Award and the Outstanding 
Male Athlete Award. The Epstein Award is 
presented to a graduating senior who em-
bodies respect for and commitment to the 
traditions of Wheaton in the achievement 
of academic excellence and dedicated 
performance in athletics. Roberts still holds 
three Wheaton records. Q

—Kristian Martin

Barrett Roberts ’07, head men’s and women’s swimming and diving coach
KEITH NORDSTROM PHOTOS

Jenna Hayden ’18

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu


16 WHEATON QUARTERLY

Doggone good
What stress? Who can be 
stressed when there is a 
therapy dog, colorful toys 
and great information to 
soothe you? That’s what 
students were treated 
to in March during the 
spring wellness day in 
Balfour-Hood, courtesy 
of Counseling and Health 
Services.

International 
bazaar
Wheaton celebrated 
its diverse 
community of 
international 
students, who 
represent 70-plus 
countries, with an 
event that featured 
a fashion show, 
international food, 
language demos 
and other activities, 
plus performances 
by S.O.L.E., Paraiso 
Latino, the Lymin’ 
Lyons and others. 
Organizers included 
the Center for Global 
Education, the 
Global Leadership 
Development Group, 
the Marshall Center 
and others.
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MLK Legacy Award
Commemorating the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr., President Dennis M. Hanno 
and Olivia Benissan ’19 present student leader Michael Ivory ’17 with a MLK 
Legacy Award at a March ceremony. Professor Peony Fhagen also was a recipient. 
Read the full story and see more photos online at wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly.

Pancakes with a Lyon
Wheaton served up food and friendship at its Community Pancake Breakfast in 
which neighbors were invited to a morning feast in Emerson Dining Hall. 

Great debate
About 100 high school students came to campus in April to problem 
solve through role play at the first Wheaton Model United Nations 
Conference, organized by the college’s Model U.N. team.

SUMMER 2017 17

Exploring opportunities
Students had a chance to talk to representatives from several companies 
during a February job and internship fair presented by the Filene Center in 
Balfour-Hood Center.

Harmonic convergence
Musicians from Wheaton and surrounding communities collaborated to 
perform a concert on May 7 in Weber Theatre. Read the full story online at  
wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly.
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Building bridges 
to jobs, dignity
Margo Walsh ’86 helps recovering addicts find work

By Laura Pedulli

Every day you can find her at 6 a.m. in a 7–Eleven 
parking lot in Portland, Maine.

She stands in a circle with dozens of job-seeking 
recovering substance abusers, new immigrants, returning 
veterans and others with previous nonviolent felony 
convictions.

Margo Walsh ’86 is no ordinary executive, and 
MaineWorks is no ordinary staffing company. Walsh—
founder and owner—is not there just to connect these 
individuals with jobs. She is there to help them rebuild their 
lives.

“There is always a circle of people, with Margo at the 
center. She talks to us like we mean something. She always 
has something inspiring to say, even that early in the 
morning,” said Cecil Solaguren, a former heroin addict who 
found work through MaineWorks, and eventually joined the 
company as its field operations manager.

Each morning, Walsh offers a new motivational 
speech, story or thoughtful message to the workers as 
they head off to their respective jobs.

“That circle in the morning is the staple of MaineWorks,” 
Solaguren said.

Recovery

    Walsh understands the struggles of pick-
ing up the pieces and putting one’s life back 
together.

After graduating from Wheaton, she was 
on the fast track—thriving in her career. 

She recruited for the Investment Banking 
Division within Goldman Sachs in New 
York City—a position she gained after 
an internship at Bankers Trust (which she 
received thanks to Wheaton alumna Maeve 
Walsh Hill ’82). 

At Goldman Sachs, she worked to de-
velop a roundtable to provide mentorship 
and support for employees with diverse 
backgrounds. She also worked in college 
and M.B.A. recruiting, and recruited for the 
international human resources consulting 
firm Hewitt Associates.

But it all came at a cost.  
Over the years, she developed an alcohol 

addiction that led to destructive behavior 
and ruined relationships. A turning point 
came about 20 years ago, when her sister 
demanded that she stop drinking, or cut com-
munications. 

Walsh made a decision right then and 
there to change. 

She subsequently spent Christmas in rehab, 
beginning the long road to recovery. By then, 
she already had left New York City to return 
to her home state of Maine to take care of 
sick parents. She also had two children, and 
later went through a divorce.
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“Out of that broken, hopeless place came 
the opportunity of a lifetime. It’s rewarding 
to be able to say that,” she said.

Walsh set things right, one person at a 
time. “In recovery, you go back and make 
amends to people you disappointed; an 
apology tour,” she said.

One person she reconnected with was 
David Wulff, professor of psychology, 
emeritus, who served as her academic advi-
sor at Wheaton. (She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in psychology.)

“He was my favorite professor, who 
introduced me to Carl Jung and analyti-

cal psychology. I also was intrigued by his 
development of the personality types that 
informed the Myers-Briggs personality 
inventory,” Walsh said.

When she reached out to Wulff during 
her recovery, he responded with compas-
sion, she said. “He was very sweet and he 
was always so optimistic about humanity.”

Other Wheaton professors who influ-
enced Walsh include Kathleen Vogt, who 
inspired her love of poet W.B. Yeats and 
playwright John Synge, and Sidney Forsythe, 
a criminology professor who cultivated her 
interest in people and the social reasons 
behind their criminal behavior.

The latter experience influenced her deci-
sion to give back as a volunteer, working 
with inmates who were recovering from 
alcohol abuse at the Cumberland County 
Jail in Portland, Maine.

“Volunteering was a milestone for me. 
When you get up and give back, magic 

Margo Walsh ’86, with her team of MaineWorks employees, at a construction site

“When you get up and give back, 

magic starts to happen.”

 Margo Walsh ’86
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starts to happen,” she said.
All of this fed into her decision to launch 

MaineWorks, a temporary staffing company 
that helps marginalized people access the 
job market.

With her experience in recruitment 
and deeper understanding of psychology, 
“matching people with jobs is second na-
ture to me,” she said. It was a perfect fit.

MaineWorks

    In 2011, Walsh founded MaineWorks at 
her kitchen table, in Portland, Maine, to 
bring dignity to the employment experience 
for vulnerable workers—in particular former 
drug addicts or alcoholics. 
    She chose the MaineWorks logo as a 
bridge, which not only represents the type 
of construction projects MaineWorks em-
ployees engage in but also is a metaphor of 
workers crossing a bridge to recovery.

“We are able to offer a comprehensive 
program to help our employees move from 
being stuck in a temporary employment 
cycle to a full, actualized employee,” she 
said. “All of our employees get hired full 
time by our clients. It’s a great outcome.”

At any given time, the company manages 
about 100 workers—the majority of whom 
stay on for at least six months. About 40 or 
50 of them show up early in the morning 
in the 7–Eleven parking lot, according to 
Solaguren.

MaineWorks assigns these workers pri-
marily to construction projects, in particular 
road and bridge projects. Walsh said her 
company has strong relationships with a 
small group of businesses that embrace the 
mission of MaineWorks. These companies 
include Cianbro, PC Construction and other 
Associated General Contractors of America 
members.

Walsh stresses that MaineWorks is not a 
nonprofit but an innovative staff company 
that provides a market-based solution to an 
overwhelming social problem. 

There is a strong demand from construc-
tion companies and their subcontractors 
for workers. MaineWorks meets that need 
and generates a profit—thus requiring no 
outside assistance to remain self-sustaining.

The company has shepherded enormous 

growth during the past five years. In 2011, 
annual revenue was $250,000; in 2016, it 
reached nearly $2 million.

As a social enterprise, MaineWorks 
reinvests the majority of its gross revenue 
to achieve sustainability and grow its reach, 
Walsh said.

MaineWorks is striving to eliminate the 
stigma related to recovering from substance 
abuse, she said, noting that MaineWorks 
employees often have a greater apprecia-
tion for the opportunity to support them-
selves and their families given the setbacks 
they face.

Solaguren, who recruits workers directly 
from rehabilitation programs, says the com-
pany gives individuals multiple chances to be 
prompt and productive workers and connects 
them to social services to help them succeed 
in their recovery and overcome other struggles.

Aaron Lovejoy, who worked for some 
time through MaineWorks, said that the 
company treated him foremost like a hu-
man.

“MaineWorks has helped me tremen-
dously in early recovery by giving me a 
chance and not giving up on me. They saw 
something in me I couldn’t see in myself 
when I first started working for them,” 
Lovejoy said. “I’ve never worked anywhere 
for anyone who’s been very supportive 
and genuinely cares about how I’m doing 
personally and how I’m doing in recovery. 
MaineWorks has given me more than a 
second chance.”

What’s the secret of Walsh’s success? 
Showing up.

Walsh is there, every day, holding work-
ers accountable while also encouraging 
them not to give up. She drives around in a 
pickup truck all day, checking in on workers 
at their job sites.

“The fact that the owner gets up at 5:30 
a.m., shows up every morning and is around 
all day, means something,” Solaguren said. 
“She doesn’t just sit back and collect a pay-
check. She helps out constantly.”

Accolades

With Walsh at the helm, MaineWorks has 
garnered many accolades and has created 
buzz in Maine and beyond.

The independent nonprofit B Lab certi-
fied MaineWorks as a B Corporation in 
both 2013 and 2016 for creating an overall 
positive community impact. B Corps are 
for-profit companies that meet strict stan-
dards of social and environmental perfor-
mance, accountability and transparency. 
MaineWorks is the first company in the 
state that has achieved this certification, and 
now is considered within the top 10 percent 
for social impact.

Last year, B Lab honored MaineWorks as 
“Best for Customers” at its 2016 Best for the 
World Awards Ceremony at the University 
of California, Berkeley.

“It’s a big achievement. The certification 
shows that we are working with purpose 
and using business as a force for good,” 
Walsh said.

Also, in 2014, SCORE—a division of the 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), 
a nonprofit that provides technical and 
financial assistance to small businesses— 
recognized MaineWorks as the most suc-
cessful innovative business in the state of 
Maine. Walsh received assistance from the 
Portland Chapter of SCORE when first get-
ting MaineWorks off the ground.

Also that year, Mainebiz, a publica-
tion geared toward business professionals, 
selected Walsh as one of five “Women to 
Watch.”

Walsh’s biggest recognition came last 
year.

The SBA recognized her during National 
Small Business Week in May 2016. She was 
named Small Businesswoman of the Year for 

The U.S. Small Business 

Administration recognized 

Walsh during National Small 

Business Week in May 

2016. She was named Small 

Businesswoman of the Year 

for the state of Maine.
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the state of Maine.
“Passion and commitment are what make 

successful small businesses, and Margo 
has shown both with MaineWorks,” said 
Marilyn Geroux, (now former) SBA dis-
trict director for Maine. “The growth of 
MaineWorks over the past few years is truly 
remarkable, and we could not be happier 
for Margo.”

Walsh’s mission has attracted national 
media attention, with publications and radio 
shows, including The New York Times, 
Bangor Daily News, Huffington Post and 
NPR, all featuring stories on MaineWorks.

For Walsh, she had a feeling that 
MaineWorks would achieve success.

However, “I had no idea it would get so 
much national attention,” she said.

The mission of the company resonates, 
she says, as it helps people move from 
being a tax burden to a tax generator, and 
helps individuals gain the traction they need 
to support themselves and their families.

Walsh currently is consulting with other 
companies to scale and replicate this model 
in other communities. She also has other 
ideas for targeting recruiting, such as con-
necting mothers with part-time and flexible 
professional positions at companies.

But for now her focus is on helping her 
MaineWorks employees, she said. Her 
most recent move: forming a nonprofit, the 

Maine Recovery Fund, in March 2017. She 
started this nonprofit due to the incredible 
need for support services. It provides wrap-
around services for people to have sustain-
able employment.

For Solaguren, MaineWorks provided him 
with a job just as he began to take steps to 
recovery. “I was out of rehab for one day, 
and to work the day after that,” he said.

During the past six months, he has stayed 
sober, begun running a 12-step recovery 
program and has helped others like him find 
employment. For him, it’s a new lease on life.

“Margo has completely turned my life 
around. She is a huge part of the reason I’m 
not using heroin,” Solaguren said. Q

Walsh and colleague Kelly Luce, right, met with Senator Susan Collins (R-Maine) in July 2016 to discuss the mission of MaineWorks.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Engaging a 
worldview
Students gain perspective, insight studying abroad

Each year, students go abroad for 
academic study that encourages them 
to step out of their comfort zones and 
engage in self-discovery. 
    “Wheaton prides itself on exposing 
students to multiple perspectives on 
critical issues facing our world today 
and finding connections where they 
may not initially be evident,” says 
Gretchen Young, dean of the Center 
for Global Education. “We want our 
students to experience firsthand the 
challenges of communicating across 
opinions, languages and cultures, and 
to learn the skills necessary to create 
relationships and work together with 
people different from themselves. 
Study abroad is a high-impact 
experience that requires students to 
learn and practice these skills.”
    Here, students share the sights and 
insights from their travels.

—Sandy Coleman

By the numbers
Top 5 study abroad countries chosen 2016–2017

• United Kingdom

• Denmark

• Spain

• Ireland

• New Zealand

45 percent of our students go abroad, some of 
them for up to a year 

9 faculty-led, short-term study abroad trips to 
Ireland, Costa Rica, Belize, Rwanda, Ghana, Trinidad 
and Tobago, South Africa and Tanzania (number of 
programs and locations vary per academic year)

More than 100 vetted and approved study abroad 
programs in 46 countries

Wheaton

Ireland

United Kingdom

Spain

Denmark

New Zealand
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Learning at sea
Samantha Chaves ’18
Biology major

Studied oceanography, sailing and naviga-
tion with the Sea Education Association 
(SEA); sailed to Lyttelton, New Zealand, and 
Papeete, French Polynesia

“A year ago, I don’t know that I could have 
imagined myself making my way up the fore-
mast of a sailboat or even going out to sea. 

“I’ve dreamed of studying abroad with SEA 
for a while. However, I have always gotten 
in the way of my own adventures because of 
fear, which had made the idea of spending 
almost six weeks away from land with little to 
no contact to the outside world seem like a 
great challenge. 

“Studying abroad with SEA helped break 
down a lot of walls for me. I learned so much 
about myself, and I am grateful for the sup-
port I received from my shipmates during our 
voyage from New 
Zealand to Tahiti. 
I entered this pro-
gram excited for the 
hands-on science 
work I would be do-
ing and left feeling 
so full of happiness 
because of all of 
the other things I 
learned. 

“The journey re-
ally helped me grow 
and I am already 
looking forward to 
my next adventures. 
I have to thank SEA 
and my shipmates 
for helping me find 
the courage to enjoy and experience life in 
the greatest way possible.”

More online
wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly
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Brave in Brazil
Braden Marstaller ’18
Business and management, economics double major

Studied business administration at the Insper Institute, São Paulo, Brazil 
“I chose a program that Wheaton doesn’t have a formal connection with because I’ve wanted to visit Brazil for years. 

It took a lot of courage and independence to do so on my own. This mountaintop photo represents that bold action. I’ve 
learned that taking big risks can have big payoffs.”

Braden Marstaller ’18 at Pao de Acucar (Sugarloaf Mountain), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Great views in Denmark
Graham Johnson ’18
Psychology major

Studied positive psychology and researched psycho-
therapy methods used in Europe, with professors and 
professionals from the University of Copenhagen

“When I first decided to study abroad, one of my 
main goals was to improve myself as a person. I wanted 
to become more confident and decisive. Traveling 
helped me do that and get a broader perspective on 
life. One weekend I traveled with friends through 
Sognefjord, one of the largest fjords in western Norway. 
When I reached the peak and saw this view I realized 
something—the world is absolutely massive and, in such 
vastness, it’s OK to be imperfect. What matters is that I 
am comfortable with who I am as an individual. After 
all, who could worry about ‘the little things’ with this 
kind of view?” 
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Finding a calling in Greenland
Neil Henry ’18
Environmental science major
Studied environment science, specifically 
arctic glaciology, at DIS: Study Abroad in 
Scandinavia

“Part of my specific program included 
going to study the ice sheet that covers 

Greenland. The expedition there was defi-
nitely the highlight of my abroad experience. 
I made such great friends and had such 
great hands-on experiences learning about 
climate change. We went dog sledding with 
Inuit hunters, saw the northern lights, and 
got caught up in a 30-year storm. My time 

overseas has taught me a lot about my call-
ing in this world. I hope to one day work 
for a research lab to study the Greenland 
ice sheet. I am hooked. I plan on keeping in 
touch with my DIS professors. Who knows, 
maybe I’ll be working alongside them one 
day.”

Neil Henry ’18 in Kangerlussuaq, Greenland: “It was 
very cold in Greenland and averaged around -15 
degrees Fahrenheit while we were there. This jacket 
is rated to temperatures to -60 degrees and was the 
only thing that could keep me warm.”

Exploring Copenhagen
Nina Kenny ’18
Film and new media studies major

Studied new media and changing communities at DIS: 
Study Abroad in Scandinavia
“My dream is to become a photographer, and 
Copenhagen truly inspired me to continue that dream. 
I am the happiest with my camera, and since arriving I 
haven’t spent a day without it. Although 
photographing sports, as I do for the Wheaton 
Athletics Department, is my favorite type of 
photography, Copenhagen provided opportunities to 
explore different techniques and subject matter, which 
will benefit me in the future.”

A ‘different world’ in Australia
Jason Choi ’17
Philosophy major 

Studied philosophy and sociology, at the 
University of Wollongong, in Australia 

“I met great friends here—some of whom 
are now friends for life. City life in Sydney is 
really different from my New York City life. 
People are laid-back and really welcoming. In 
Melbourne, I fell in love with the music, the 

food and the art, and I got my first real expo-
sure to nature when I took a road trip down 
the coast. Studying abroad has impacted me 
in ways I don’t think I’ll ever be able to clearly 
articulate 100 percent. I was so affected by 
the experience that I’ve applied for jobs in 
Australia and have considered going to gradu-
ate school there. It’s a whole different world.”
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Self-discovery in France and beyond 
Zelda Zhao ’18
International student from Suzhou, 
Jiangsu Province, China 

Economics, chemistry double major

Took various courses, all in French, includ-
ing “Immigration in France and Europe” and 
“Introduction to the Muslim World,” at the 
University of Paris Sorbonne-Diderot 

“Traveling to France was not my first 
time going to a foreign country to study 
abroad, since I’m an international student 
at Wheaton. Thanks to my first two years 
at Wheaton, I have acquired some experi-
ence in adapting to new environments and 
learned ways to explore the culture and 
interact with people.  

“While in Paris, I observed a lot of chang-
es within myself and enjoyed the opportuni-
ty for self-exploration and self-examination. 

“I grew up in an environment in which 
people are encouraged to pursue the most 

direct way to so-called success. I was told 
from a young age by my educators to ‘go 
straight to the goal and do not waste time 
and energy on the unnecessary.’ I came 
to the United States alone when I was 18 
determined to put a lot of effort into achiev-
ing academic success, which I did (straight 
A’s and a 4.0 GPA). Yet, I knew something 
had been missing in my past—passion, 
freedom, wildness and rebellion against the 
stereotypes.

“At Wheaton, where open-mindedness 
is encouraged, I’ve gotten the first chance 
to redefine my life outside the constraints 
that used to overwhelm me. Wheaton has 
opened doors of opportunities, and its 
amazing people have led me to where I 
am today. 

“I was able to step out of my comfort zone 
here and experience how amazing it is to par-
ticipate and engage in different kinds of cool 

activities on and off campus. For example, I 
had my first on-campus job as a transporta-
tion intern. This job, which involved organiz-
ing and leading trips off campus, helped me 
realize how much I love working with people 
and exploring the outside world. 

“During my time in France, I traveled 
all over, including to Belgium, Spain, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Portugal, Switzerland, 
Germany, Denmark and Morocco.

The journeys made me a better person, 
and travel has become a life passion. 

“This summer, I’m interning in the head-
quarters of Citigroup in sales and trading in 
New York City. Working in finance has been 
a dream. It is a very global market, and I 
think international perspectives will be  
appreciated.”

Meaningful connections in South Africa
Khadeedja Muheto ’18
Mathematics, economics double major

Studied at Rhodes University in 
Grahamstown, South Africa

“There were two ladies who were the 
first people to welcome me to South Africa 
with open arms. I call them my South 
African mothers because I truly believe 

they care for me and everyone they inter-
act with. They took me around their town-
ship, showed me how to cook traditional 
food and sang songs with me about hope 
and unity. The time that I spent with them 
was by far some of the most meaningful in 
my entire experience in South Africa.”
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Inspired in Morocco
Mayte Contreras-Caro ’18
International relations major 

Took part in the SIT Morocco: 
Multiculturalism and Human Rights Program, 
in Rabat, Morocco; studied a variety of sub-
jects, including Arabic, Islam, social move-
ments and Moroccan politics

“Studying abroad gave me the oppor-
tunity to not only see amazing places but 
also to meet amazing people, both from my 
program and Moroccan friends. I loved that 
the friends I met were comfortable around 
me enough to express their personal feelings 
about certain pressing issues in Morocco. 
I wanted to know more—more about their 
gender-based struggles or advantages, con-
temporary issues clashing with their religion 
and so many more social pressures.  

“I wrote my final independent study paper 
on beauty standards and their influence on 
Moroccan women’s lifestyle. I touched upon 
religion, social life, culture and politics. The 
interactions and material learned inspired me 
to write passionately about this topic.” Q

Integrating coursework 
in Italy
Julie Mikush ’17
Studio art major 
Studied digital photography at the 
Istituto Lorenzo dé Medici in Florence, Italy

“The overall experience of studying 
abroad made me more outgoing and will-
ing to try new things, including exploring 
as much of Italy as possible. While on a 
weekend trip, I took this photo of a room 
inside a Pompeii home. As a sophomore, 
I took the art history course ‘Visualizing 
Ancient Rome,’ taught by Professor Evelyn 
Staudinger. When I decided late in the 
semester to study abroad in Italy, I was so 
excited, as I knew I would have the op-
portunity to see architecture and sculpture 
that we had studied in the class. For my 

research paper for the course, I studied 
the styles of Roman wall paintings. Having 
knowledge of the history of Pompeii, 
including the wall paintings, made it all the 
more exciting when I had the chance to 

see them in person. In this particular pho-
tograph, there is not much left of the wall 
painting, but in other locations in Pompeii 
there are almost fully intact paintings.”

More online
Read and see more at  
wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Staging success

From acting to teaching, 
Stacey Linnartz ’95 

shares a love of the arts
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Staging success

By Laura Pedulli

Theater can give a voice to even the most 
inhibited.

Sarah, an immigrant to New York, discov-
ered that when participating in free perform-
ing arts classes offered at her Brooklyn-based 
school, Vista Academy. 

The sixth-grader hardly uttered a word 
during the first four classes, but soon found 
an opportunity to break through her shell 
during one particular assignment. The class, 
divided into small groups, was asked to 
create a play with a beginning, middle and 
end—that had to consist of a dream, a chal-
lenging true story and a magical element.

“When it came time for the group to per-

form their play at the end of the class, Sarah’s 
group did a mime and movement piece—to-
tally without words—which was the story of 
Sarah’s emigration [from China] to the U.S.,” 
recalled Stacey Linnartz ’95. “Somehow she 
was able to communicate her story to her 
group and they were able to create, rehearse 
and perform it without words. There was not 
a dry eye in the house among the adults, and 
the kids loved it so much they demanded to 
see it again.”

After the performance, students saw Sarah 
in a whole new light, and flooded her with 
questions about her journey to the U.S.

“And the best part of all was that Sarah and 
her group cast her as herself, as ‘Sarah, the 

heroine,’ who had overcome challenges and 
arrived in this classroom, to share her story 
with us. And she was brilliant,” Linnartz said.

Communal art form

Sarah’s breakthrough came thanks to 
performing arts lessons provided by 
Kids Creative Collective, a nonprofit 
arts organization launched by Linnartz and 
her husband, Jeremy Rishe. 

The nonprofit provides tuition-free profes-
sional performing arts services to under-
served youth, ages 6 to 21, who reside in 
New York City. Kids Creative Collective’s 
main goals are to nurture empathy, instill 
pride and expose children and teens to artis-

Stacey Linnartz ’95 and students from the High School For Health Professions Drama Club warm up before 
rehearsal in March 2017.
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tic and professional opportuni-
ties in theater, according to its 
mission statement. 

When Linnartz first meets 
students, they are skeptical, shy, 
reluctant—and sometimes even 
defiant, she said.

“But by our third visit, we have 
won them over. They know we 
are not here to embarrass them, 
but to truly help them communi-
cate, collaborate and have fun,” 
Linnartz said. 

As students move out of their 
comfort zones, they aren’t afraid 
to create stories out of difficult 
subject matter.

“Theater is in our bones; it is 
a fundamental communal art 
form. Once we break through 
their inhibitions and fears, these 
young people make some of the 
best theater,” she said. “Some 
of our students live in very chal-
lenging situations and the theater 
is a sacred place where they can 
tell their truth and their commu-
nity can get to know them in a 
whole new way.” 

Finding home onstage

Linnartz’s love for theater began 
at a young age. As a child, she 
would dance and sing in the 
backyard at family parties, and 
she enjoyed trips to the city to 
see musicals and plays several 
times a year. 

Her mother—a musician and 
music teacher—exposed her to 
music including Judy Collins, 
The Beatles, Bach and show 
tunes. “Because I loved danc-
ing, my parents enrolled me in 
a modern dance class when I 
was 4. I loved it and stayed with 
the same teacher through high 
school,” she said. 

Linnartz soon took on roles 
in all the productions at her 
high school—both musicals and 
plays—and served as drama 
club president. “I fell in love 

with the collaborative nature of 
the art form,” she said.

Unsurprisingly, when she 
enrolled at Wheaton as a fresh-
man, she majored in theater 
and dramatic literature. She also 
minored in art history.

It didn’t take long before 
Linnartz entered the spotlight on 
campus.

During her freshman year, she 
acted in a play by classmate Liza 
Lentini, who was a senior at the 
time, and performed in Professor 
of Theatre David Fox’s produc-
tion of “Oedipus” during her 
sophomore year and then “The 
Tempest” as a junior.

She also played a critical role 
offstage. As a senior, she direct-
ed Harold Pinter’s “Old Times” 
in the experimental theater and 
Sophocles’s “Electra” on the 
main stage in Watson Fine Arts.

“David Fox is one of my 
most beloved theater mentors,” 
Linnartz said. “He is an impecca-
ble director and makes very com-
plex concepts accessible with 
great humor—but also with great 
expectations for his students. I 
credit him with my ‘theatrical 
self-esteem’ and sense of being a 
theater artist with a unique voice 
and point of view as opposed to 
simply being an actor.” 

More than 20 years later, 
Fox recalls Linnartz as a  
smiling, funny, generous and 
hard-working student.

“She was a gifted actor and 
director who had a knack for 
bringing the best out of everyone 
around her,” Fox said. “Nowhere 

was this more apparent than 
in her outrageously ambitious 
production of ‘Electra.’ I recall 
being swept away by its excel-
lence. Greek material is difficult 
even for the most seasoned of 
theater practitioners, but Stacey 
more than rose to the chal-
lenge. The show was stunning in 
every regard.”

From stage to screen

Many years after graduating from 
Wheaton, Linnartz received her 
M.F.A. at The Graduate Acting 
Program at New York University 
Tisch School of the Arts.

As a graduate student, she 
played the lead role of Becca in 
“Rabbit Hole”—a piece that deals 
with the way family members 
survive a major loss (in this case, 
the death of a 4-year-old son).

“The play asked that I truly dig 

into some of the deeper, darker 
parts of my life and of the trage-
dies that visit all of us at one point 
or another. I became a pretty 
fearless, integrated actor after that 
experience,” Linnartz said.

In addition to acting onstage, 
she has worked in film, TV and 
web series—serving in roles 
including costume supervisor, 
actress, writer and producer.

She played the leading role in 
the films “The Last 48” and “The 
Weekend;” and acted in TV 
series, including “Dinner with 
Mom,” “Couples: The Digital 
Series,” “12 Months of June” and 
“Gossip Girl.” 

“Working on film or in TV 
or in content for the web is 
really no different from work-
ing onstage when it comes to 
performance,” Linnartz said. 
“The camera is your audience, 

“Dinner with Mom” (top), 2016, trailer on Vimeo
“My Benefit” and “First World Problem,” 2012

Linnartz’s love for 

theater began at a 

young age. As a child, 

she would dance and 

sing in the backyard at 

family parties.
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as opposed to a theater of 40 or 
400, so you just allow your per-
formance to play to an audience 
of that size.”

The differences, she said, lie 
in the preparation. 

“In theater, you spend 
three to five weeks as a cast 
crafting a piece together, where-
as in on-camera work usually all 
of the prep is up to you. If you 
are a smart actor, you are totally 
off book and front-loaded with 
a few specific ways of playing 
the scene once you hit the set,” 
she said.

A classroom production: 
Kids Creative Collective

Linnartz and husband Jeremy 
both taught acting and theater 
between acting jobs, and they de-
cided they could make an impact 
in the community if they could 

craft their own curriculum and 
provide tuition-free services to 
students in underserved schools. 

This idea propelled the launch 
of Kids Creative Collective, 
which the couple founded in 
2011. 

“In New York City, the 
schools that need the arts the 
most don’t have the budget, so 
we have become totally self-
sustaining, and we can tell a 
principal that we will provide a 
free theater arts program. It feels 
really wonderful to be able to do 
that,” she said. 

Currently, the Kids Creative 
Collective operates in four 
schools—reaching upward 
of 400 kids and teens in a 
school day and in after-school 
workshops. They also run 
two drama and film clubs in a 
Brooklyn middle school and a 

Manhattan high school. 
Linnartz and other Kids 

Creative Collective teachers 
either enhance the curriculum 
of a schoolteacher with theater 
exercises or provide a 24-week 
theater curriculum for a particu-
lar grade.

“Basically I love doing this 
work as much as I love acting, 
because I am always learning, 
always reinventing what we 
do and how we can actually 
help kids and teens in the city. 
Hearing from a teacher that 
attendance goes up on the day 
of the week when we are in 

a classroom is very heartening 
indeed,” she said.

Zachary Rothman-Hicks, 
English and special education 
teacher at the High School for 
Health Professions and Human 
Services, remarked on the influ-
ence of the program: “I was 
beyond thrilled, excited and 
completely overjoyed by the 
positive impact Kids Creative 
Collective had on my students. 
The program taught my students 
how to express themselves cre-
atively, that it’s all right to com-
municate, to be human—that in 
a rough, bustling and hectic city 
like New York it is OK to reach 
out and touch someone.”

Since the 2011 inception of 
the nonprofit, Linnartz has hired 
at least one new teaching artist, 
as well as launched one new 
program, each year. “Juggling 
the schedule with professional 
acting and producing work is 

definitely a challenge, but we 
are always looking to expand.”

In addition to teaching, 
Linnartz and her husband 
oversee the fundraising—work-
ing with a committee—to keep 
the programs running. “We have 
been very lucky to be able to 
support the organization this 
way, but we may need to hire a 
development director in the near 
future,” she said.

Encore

As an actress who discovered 
her passion for theater at a 
young age, Linnartz recently 
has turned her focus to inspiring 
teens to find their own profes-
sional path.

“I’m interested in continu-
ing to help the teens who have 
aged out of our programming—
whether or not they are major-
ing in theater or are considering 
a profession in the entertainment 
industry,” she said. 

Linnartz recognizes the chal-
lenges young people face—es-
pecially those who enter college 
but struggle to complete their 
degree because they juggle part-
time jobs to cover the cost.

“I am trying to help make 
sure the young people we know 
have the support—whether it 
be a small scholarship or a cof-
fee chat several times a year—
to ensure they are on track. 
We also give former students 
internships with us or introduce 
them to friends who can offer 
them one,” she said.

Whether on or off the stage, 
Linnartz acknowledges that 
everyone needs support in life to 
achieve his or her goals. 

“It’s one thing to open up 
kids’ and teens’ minds to the 
world of art and theater, but 
without the real-world support 
it is very difficult to thrive in any 
industry,” she said. Q

“Corn Syrup Discussion” (top), 2011
“Meckler’s Birthday,” 2010

“Basically I love doing 

this work as much as 

I love acting because 

I am always learning, 

always reinventing what 

we do.”

Stacey Linnartz ’95

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Ryan Saunders ’00 teaches the business of arts
Ryan Saunders grew up singing in the 
Chorus of Westerly, a large intergenerational 
community choir based in Rhode Island. 
And now—many years later—he serves as 
the organization’s executive director.

Before landing where he began, though, 
Saunders followed quite a journey. He built 
up his credentials working in leadership 
roles in various arts organizations, and has 
successfully advocated for state funding of 
the arts. 

This spring, he shared his knowledge as 
visiting instructor of the Wheaton spring 
course “Arts Administration.” In this course, 
students explore the organization, gover-
nance and administrative management of a 
variety of performing arts organizations. 

Saunders, a history major and music 
minor, developed skills in both music and 
management as a Wheaton student. He 
joined the Wheaton Chorale, under the 
direction of conductor Tim Harbold, as a 
freshman. 

“It was interesting going from being a 
small fish in a very big pond to a big fish 
in a small pond. I had to learn to sing at 
Wheaton, even though I had been singing 
my whole life. I was going from a group of 
200 to about 35 to 40 [at peak],” he said. 

As a student, Saunders balanced four jobs: 
assisting Harbold with managing Wheaton’s 
arts events, working in the history depart-
ment’s computer lab, conducting project work 
in the History Department, and serving as 
resident advisor. Under Harbold’s guidance, 
he learned all aspects of arts management. 

Saunders ended up channeling these skills 
post-graduation as event manager/publicist 
at Tufts University. When the college built a 
new state-of-the-art $30 million music center, 
Saunders earned a promotion to help develop 
and then manage the center’s operations 
and programs. “We had to create innovative 
new performance systems and offerings for a 
major new regional arts hub,” he said.

While he worked on managing the new 
center, Saunders took night classes and, in 
2007, earned his M.S. in arts administration 
from Boston University. 

“My next phase was to go places and be 
with people and really have an impact on 

the community. It was finding a place to nur-
ture something and make it grow,” Saunders 
said. That place ended up being the Chorus 
of Westerly, which he joined as executive 
director in 2009. 

Wheaton is another one of those places. 
His “Arts Administration” course fea-
tures lectures, readings, case studies and 
guest presentations—including from Peter 
Mello at WaterFire Providence and Randy 
Rosenbaum of the Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts. 

Saunders discusses topics that include 
marketing, fundraising, financial manage-
ment, staff and volunteer management, 
advocacy, board relations and program-
ming. He also shares how he successfully 
worked for the passage of Rhode Island’s 
$35 million cultural facilities bond in 
November 2014.

Sarah Chin ’10 says she has enjoyed 
learning about the theoretical practicalities 
of running an arts organization. “Professor 
Saunders has equally stressed the unpre-
dictability and multidisciplinary aspect of 
maintaining a nonprofit arts institution. The 
course has emphasized the importance of 

learning both the concepts of arts admin-
istration and gaining practical experience,” 
she said.

Chin particularly enjoyed a talk by 
Michele L’Heureux, director at Wheaton’s 
Beard and Weil Galleries. “I liked her 
speech about her career as a gallery direc-
tor, as working within a gallery is a profes-
sional goal of mine,” Chin said. “She demon-
strated the skills an arts administrator utilizes 
every day, like curating artwork, social 
media, public relations and research.”

Saunders said the students’ own diverse 
backgrounds in life and in the arts have in-
spired thoughtful conversations about how art 
drives this world socially and economically. 

The students have opened his eyes to new 
ideas, too.

“These students care deeply about the 
arts, but they are also comfortable challeng-
ing assumptions or historical theory,” he 
said. “I might be learning more from them 
than they are from me. But that’s how good 
arts organizations work. A lot of passionate, 
smart, creative and thoughtful individuals 
can make really special things happen.” Q

—Laura Pedulli

Visting instructor Ryan Saunders ’00, right, introduces guest speaker Peter Mello, managing director at 
WaterFire Providence, to students in his “Arts Administration” class this spring.

KEITH NORDSTROM

The Alumnae/i Board of Directors seeks nominations for several positions, including president.  
Details: wheatoncollege.edu/alumnaei/board-of-directors
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From teacher to innovator
Sarah Mielbye ’09 launches literacy startup

Learning to read and love literature is a great 
pathway to knowledge.

Sarah Mielbye ’09, a teacher turned 
entrepreneur, is helping children make that 
journey—whether she is in the classroom or 
working at a startup.

Mielbye’s latest endeavor: co-founding 
the startup CommonLit, which provides free 
instructional materials to support literacy 
development for students in grades five 
through 12. 

Her work caught the eye of AT&T, which 
chose to fund CommonLit as part of its 
Aspire Accelerator Program. Earlier this year, 
Mielbye appeared in a commercial, in which 
she shared how AT&T’s support helped grow 
the business. 

“The AT&T Aspire Accelerator was hugely 
impactful on CommonLit’s growth, allowing 
us to add more free resources to the site for 
teachers,” Mielbye said. “Throughout the 
accelerator, AT&T was with us every week, 
coaching us through big decisions and 
introducing us to other ed-tech startups that 
we could learn from.”

Before co-founding CommonLit, Mielbye 
taught for several years—first as part of the 
Teach For America program, and then at 
Roxbury Prep in Boston for six years as a 
seventh grade teacher.

Her favorite part: opening up the world to 
children through literature. 

“I absolutely loved it. It was the most 
exhausting yet exhilarating job I’ve ever had. 
Getting hundreds of 12-year-olds to love read-
ing and think critically about their world will 
always be what I’m most proud of,” she said.

While she was at Roxbury Prep, her 
co-teacher Michelle Brown came up with 
the idea for CommonLit. “The idea was to 
create a website that could scale the best 
practices that we used in our classroom so 
that more teachers have access to high-
quality, meaningful curriculum, regardless of 
how much money their school has. The first 
version we launched had about 20 down-
loadable documents,” Mielbye said.

Brown won the Teach For America Social 
Innovation Award, and asked Mielbye to 
join her in launching CommonLit in late 

2013. Mielbye currently serves as chief 
product officer. 

“Now we’re a fully digital, flexible, 100 
percent-free collection of almost 800 fiction 
and nonfiction resources,” she said. “Right 
now, we have almost 1 million registered 
users, and we’re growing rapidly.”

As a student at Wheaton, Mielbye served 
as an editor for the Wheaton Wire, sang for 
Voices United to Jam and the Whims, and 
participated in numerous student clubs. 

“Performing in all those singing groups 
has helped a lot with public speaking—both 
in front of my students and beyond. And I 
actually use a lot of my skills from my days 
as editor of the Wire every day: editing, 
writing, graphic design and team manage-
ment. It’s funny how all of those seemingly 
unrelated interests come together in my role 
at CommonLit,” she said.

Professor of History Alex 
Bloom, who had Mielbye 
as a student in his First-Year 
Seminar, knew even then that 
she brimmed with potential. 

“She was smart, articu-
late and focused—an excellent student,” 
Bloom said. “She came to Wheaton with 
a career plan for becoming a teacher and 
she succeeded in achieving that goal. But 
I always felt there was something more 
brewing in her mind and personality. It is 
not surprising that she has used her educa-
tion work as a platform to launch this tech 
company. And not surprising that it has 
done so well.”

Now Mielbye is enjoying watching the 
success of CommonLit on the heels of the 
commercial.

“Since that video was filmed in January, 
our staff has grown from five to 15 people, 
and we’re still hiring,” she said. “I’d love to 
see CommonLit grow until it becomes an 
indispensable resource for every middle and 
high school literacy teacher nationwide.” Q

—Laura Pedulli

Sarah Mielbye ’09 (above, on right) 
talks about CommonLit with co-
founder Michelle Brown in an AT&T 
commercial, and shares information 
(left) at the June 2016 International 
Society for Technology in Education 
Conference and Expo in Denver.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8vch87LNIDU
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Keeper of the past 
John Campopiano ’08 excels as archivist

A fascination for the past and 
the artifacts of transpired times 
enveloped John Campopiano 
’08 at a young age. 

He recalls his parents engag-
ing in typical activities like 
photo taking and video record-
ing, but they also participated in 
genealogical projects and sup-
ported local historical organiza-
tions as members of the Roger 
Williams Family Association and 
the Newport Historical Society. 

“Material objects of impor-
tance to my family were usually 
saved—over generations—as 
were accompanying stories about 
their origins. I developed an 
understanding of myself and my 
place in the world through these 
objects and stories,” he said.

As digital records manager 
at “FRONTLINE”—an 
investigative journalism show 
produced by WGBH-TV, a local 
PBS station—Campopiano 
continues to devote himself to 
preservation. 

At “FRONTLINE,” he over-
sees the collection, preserva-
tion of and future access to 
media assets associated with its 
films. That includes interviews, 
b-roll and stock footage, still 
photographs, appearance re-
leases, third-party licenses and 
interview transcripts—as well 
as the complex databases that 
store them.

In his role, Campopiano 
interfaces with staff throughout 
departments in the organization, 
including the social media and 
marketing team, archivists and 
attorneys. “This kind of exposure 
has helped me understand the 
daily functions of ‘FRONTLINE’ 
on a macro level, which gives 
what I do much more meaning,” 

he said.
Campopiano’s work at 

“FRONTLINE” is just one way he 
dedicates himself to preserving 
the past.

In 2015, he founded the or-
ganization New England Media 
and Memory Coalition, which 
is dedicated to shining a light 
on the people, places, organiza-
tions and events that connect 
to media, memory and (mainly 
New England) culture.

“I realized there weren’t 
any readily available resources 
documenting the numerous 
projects and people in the New 
England area who share an 
interest in all things media and 
memory,” he said. 

One of Campopiano’s 
preservation projects ended up 
becoming a documentary film. 

A few years ago, he and 
his friend explored the local 
people and places featured in 
the 1989 film “Pet Sematary,” 
which was based on Stephen 
King’s best-selling novel of the 
same name. The film was shot 
in Maine. 

“As we met more people with 
stories and items to share, what 
originally felt like an oral history 
project suddenly began taking the 
shape of a film,” he said.

The duo wrote and directed 
a feature-length documentary 
about not only the film, but also 
the book and its subsequent 
cult following. In January 2017, 
it had theatrical premieres in 
Boston and Cambridge as well 
as Ellsworth, Maine, and it is 
now being distributed, digitally, 
by Terror Films and later in 
2017 by Synapse Films on Blu-
ray and DVD.

At Wheaton, Campopiano’s 

preservation focus was music. 
He pursued an independent 
major in ethnomusicology 
(the study of music of different 
cultures), and thrived under the 
guidance of professors Matthew 
Allen, Julie Searles, Bruce Owens 
and M. Gabriela Torres, he said.

Torres worked with him on 
his senior thesis project, which 
explored the changing contexts 
within which collectors and 
sellers of vinyl records under-
stand their acquisition of music 
collections.

“I remember enjoying pecu-
liar moments of delight as he 
put together ideas in unusually 
creative ways while also tak-
ing the craft of thinking about 
culture seriously,” Torres said. 

“He is the kind of student one 
always wishes would come 
back to visit, if only to get an-
other chance to hear what he is 
thinking about now.” 

Campopiano went on to earn 
his master’s in library science 
from Simmons College.

Pursuing an independent 
major at Wheaton helped 
Campopiano pave his own 
path—a fact he is careful to 
remember.

“I have sensed a pattern in 
my life of designing my own 
path and working with people 
outside my traditional field. 
I’m sure that my work as an 
independent major forged that 
path,” he said. Q

—Laura Pedulli

John Campopiano ’08 in the “FRONTLINE” WGBH-TV tape room
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Connecting beyond borders
Padric Gleason ’10 facilitates 
U.K. business program

When it comes to international business, 
money matters—but relationships matter 
more.

Such is the wisdom of Padric Gleason ’10, 
who works at London & Partners (London’s 
official promotional company) in the mayor’s 
international business program—which 
helps U.K companies expand abroad. 

“International business is all about 
people. It’s a critical asset to be able to 
communicate and facilitate conversations,” 
said Gleason, who works with 175 small 
companies from a variety of fields, including 
digital technology, life sciences and urban 
infrastructure.

From his New York City office, Gleason 
helps U.K. companies seek out business 
partners, forge research collaborations, open 
new office locations and generally secure op-
portunities to sell their products or services.

Gleason’s success stems from his ability to 
interact with different cultures and attitudes 
inherent in each industry. Having the skill to 
navigate these different worlds and interact 
with confidence stems from his liberal arts 
education at Wheaton, and his career path 
since, he said.

When Gleason first stepped onto Wheaton’s 
campus, he wasn’t sure what major to pursue. 
With encouragement from Darlene Boroviak, 
professor of political science emerita, he 
chose international relations as a major. 

“It fit with what excited and motivated 
me, and what I was curious about. I grew 
up in Maine, not the most globally oriented 
place. However, I found that I enjoyed learn-
ing about international politics, and how 
cultures interact with each other,” he said.

Boroviak recalls Gleason’s strong and 
genuine interest in international issues, and 
how he would support other students, with 
a sense of humor, to elicit great student 
discussions.

“It was clear to me that Padric understood 
that he would be living and working in a 
globalizing world and that he was keen to 
live as a global citizen. Looking for ways to 
connect beyond national borders seemed 

always to be the subtext of his life,” she said. 
To that end, Gleason minored in Hispanic 

studies, and mastered his Spanish profi-
ciency in Wheaton courses, and as a study 
abroad student in Spain and Argentina.

As a student, he also dove headfirst into 
the nonprofit sector, working as a sum-
mer camp counselor at Robert College in 
Istanbul. At that point, he considered teach-
ing, but soon found it wasn’t right for him. 
He later volunteered at Brown University 
for a student group microfinance program (a 
small lending program), but he found it still 
was not the right fit. 

After graduating, Gleason decided to 
move away from the nonprofit world. He 
took a job in investment banking and earned 
his M.B.A. in international business from 
St. Mary’s University, Twickenham (U.K.), 
which included a one-year work placement 
in London and four months of field research 

in Bangkok, Thailand. 
From there, he earned a Fulbright 

Binational Business Scholarship to work 
in the U.S. Department of State in Mexico 
City—a position that blended his passion for 
international business and Hispanic studies. 
He then took a job at Mexico City-based 
United Nations Association of Mexico, an 
organization that promotes human rights, 
until finally landing at London & Partners.  

As U.S. manager in the mayor’s business 
program, he helps companies see beyond 
the silos they work in, and how they fit in 
the big picture.

“It’s a generalist role, and liberal arts 
prepares you for that. A liberal arts 
education teaches you how to think, how 
to ask the right questions and how to make 
connections. Since I understand the big 
picture, I can add value,” Gleason said. Q

—Laura Pedulli

Padric Gleason ’10 in front of one of London’s iconic red telephone booths

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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FALL FEST
Save the date
October 21

Homecoming • Family Fun
 Community Building
wheatoncollege.edu/fallfest

Guidelines
Upcoming Deadlines

Fall 2017:  July 2, 2017
Winter 2018:  Sept. 28, 2017
Spring 2018:  Jan. 9, 2018
Summer 2018:  April 3, 2018

These deadlines apply to class 
secretaries and their columns. 
Submissions from classmates should 
be made directly to class secretaries 
before these deadlines. 

We cannot guarantee the 
publication of Class Notes received 
after the deadline as production 
schedules and resources require 
strict deadline compliance.

Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints 
(made from a negative) or digital 
photos can be submitted to the 
Quarterly for publication. 

Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be 
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6 
inches or larger and 300 dpi. 
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG 
and email it as an attachment to 
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.

How to Submit Class Notes

Email: Email your notes to  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. 
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)

By fax: 508-286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still 
welcome at our door. You may mail 
columns or your news to:

Class Notes 
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College 
Norton, MA 02766 

Questions? 

We are here to help tackle any 
questions, concerns or problems 
that come up as you work on your 
Class Notes. 
News about members of classes 
that are not listed or do not have a 
class secretary may be submitted to 
the Wheaton Quarterly, preferably 
by email.

CLASS NOTES

Stay connected to the latest 
Wheaton news
Join us on 

  Facebook.com/WheatonCollege 

and follow us on Twitter  

 @wheaton
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American hero
Wheaton alumna Jennifer 
Field ’00 was honored as an 
American hero at the 2017 All 
American Inaugural Ball on 
January 19, sharing the stage 
with astronaut Buzz Aldrin 
and nine other distinguished 
citizens.

Field is founder and president 
of The J Field Foundation, which 
raises funds to help people with 
brain injuries access alterna-
tive therapies. The foundation 
also recently partnered with the 
Veterans Equine Therapeutic 
Services of Connecticut to pro-
vide healing therapeutic services 
to veterans.

Brain health and research is 
one of the areas of focus for the 
2017 All American Inaugural Ball, 
according to the ball website.

Field and her peers were 
honored with a 2017 All 
American Hero award for 
their “outstanding and tireless 
work” in civic service at the 
Washington, D.C., event, which 
celebrated the inauguration 
of the 45th President of the 
United States. Aldrin received 
the All American Hero Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

According to a summary of 
her accomplishments on the ball 

website: “Jennifer Field exempli-
fies the character of a hero. She 
worked tirelessly and relent-
lessly for years to overcome her 
own challenges, and then made 
her life’s work all about helping 
others to do the same.”

Field was 17 years old when 
she was involved in a near-fatal 
car accident that left her in a 
coma and with severe brain 
damage. She spent a decade 
undergoing numerous thera-
pies and treatments, many not 
covered by insurance, to regain 
her physical independence. She 
graduated magna cum laude 
from Wheaton in 2000 with a 
major in art history.

She recently published a book 
about her experience. From Blue 
Ribbon To Code Blue: A Girl’s 
Courage, Her Mother’s Love, A 
Miracle Recovery was released 
in October 2016 through Bauhan 
Publishing LLC.

Professor of Art History 
Evelyn Staudinger, who was one 
of Field’s mentors at Wheaton 
and remains a friend, discusses 
in the book Field’s determina-
tion throughout her recovery 
and as she worked toward her 
degree at Wheaton.

“Jen lives beautifully in the 

present. When things in my life 
are difficult, I always think about 
how she created a new world 
for herself—with emphasis on 
the word ‘created,’” Staudinger 

said. “And she has not only 
made herself a better person, 
but others become better for 
having known her.”

—Becca Manning

Jennifer Field ’00 attended the 2017 All American Inaugural Ball in Washington, 
D.C., on Jan. 19, 2017, with close friend and fellow alumna Carolyn Johnstone 
Grierer ’96. Field was receiving an All American Hero award for her contributions 
to the field of brain health and research. 

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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About that 
sociology 
degree…
Alumnae/i who majored in sociology re-
turned to campus this spring to share their 
career paths with students at the invitation 
of Associate Professor of Sociology Karen 
McCormack. The alums participating in a 
panel discussion were: Ian Peck ’04, an attor-
ney who is a corporate associate at Goodwin 
Proctor, LLP; Courtney Hale ’07, a family 
counselor and outpatient psychotherapist; 
Jackie Moran ’11, a consumer insights associate 
at Dorel Juvenile Group; and Stefan Forrestal-
Swaintek ’15, an adolescent youth advocate at 
Friends of the Children. “We have been hosting 
alumnae/i panels every semester for nearly three years now with three goals,” said McCormack. “First, to help current students identify careers 
for students with a sociology degree; second, to help them network with alums [the panel is always followed by a casual dinner with a more 
informal chat]; and third, to stay connected with our alums and understand what skills are necessary once they leave Wheaton.”

Wheaton sociology alumnae/i discuss their careers and answer questions from current students. From left: 
Stefan Forrestal-Swaintek ’15, civic engagement and social justice coordinator for East Boston Ecumenical 
Community Council; Courtney Hale ’07, psychotherapist at Family Counseling Association of Andover, 
Mass.; Jackie Moran ’11, consumer insights associate at Dorel Juvenile in Foxboro, Mass.; and Ian Peck ’04, 
corporate associate at Goodwin Proctor, LLP in Boston
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Art career taking shape
Sculptor Evan Morse ’09 wins MCC grant

The Massachusetts Cultural Council (MCC) 
has awarded sculptor Evan Morse ’09 a 
$12,000 grant to support his artwork.

MCC’s 2017 Artist Fellowship awards are 
anonymously judged, and based on the 
artistic quality and creative ability of the 
work submitted. Morse was one of 32 ap-
plicants who received funding from a total 
of 561 artists who submitted works.

“As an artist still in the early stages of my 
career, this recognition is hugely encourag-
ing and a validation of my efforts to date,” 
said Morse, who earned his bachelor’s 
degree in studio art at Wheaton and his 

M.F.A. from Boston University.
“It is so gratifying to those of us who 

taught Evan to see his work as an artist be 
acknowledged and supported by this presti-
gious grant. I found his small-scale figura-
tive sculptures depicting intimate domestic 
moments in such skillful detail so captivat-
ing and provocative on a number of levels. 
He is an alum to watch,” said Professor of 
Art Claudia Fieo.

Since graduating from Wheaton, Morse 
has dedicated his time to sculpting, docu-
menting his work, pursuing exhibition 
opportunities and establishing a career in 

the arts. In addition, he has taught several 
art courses at Clark University in Worcester, 
Mass.

Venues featuring his three-dimensional 
artwork to date include Boston City Hall; 
Scollay Square Gallery (Boston); Heritage 
Museum and Gardens (Sandwich, Mass.); 
Art in the Park (Worcester, Mass.); and 
Danforth Art (Framingham, Mass.).

In fall 2016, Morse exhibited his sculp-
tures in the Mars Arts and Humanities 
building at Wheaton.

The MCC grant money “will allow me 
to spend more time in the studio in the 
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Students, 
alums discuss 
study abroad at 
London event
Students and alumnae/i got an opportunity 
to share their experiences studying abroad 
at a panel discussion and cocktail recep-
tion hosted by the Alumnae/i Relations 
Office on May 10 in London. Among the 
attendees were graduates across a wide 
range of class years—including incom-
ing freshman Sierra Prasad ’21, Victoria 
Schuppert ’12, Patrick Gillespie ’02, 
Monique Lee Bahadur ’80 and Clare Babb 
Ash ’49.

President Dennis M. Hanno moderated 
the panel “Wheaton in London,” which took 
place at Home House Private Member’s 
Club.

Study abroad students Carly Lewis ’18 and 
Yuchen Wang ’18 served as panelists. Lewis, 
a Hadley, Mass., resident, is a history and 
English double major. Wang, an internation-
al student from Shanghai, China, is double 
majoring in psychology and economics. 

During her year abroad at Oxford 

University, Lewis studied Victorian literature. 
Wang spent her year abroad at the London 
School of Economics.

“England is the perfect environment to 
focus on something you’re interested in,” 
Lewis told the gathering. “It’s a great op-
portunity to live in another country but also 
work on professional development.”

In addition to completing some courses 
for her major, Wang said she has enjoyed 
the chance to gain varied perspectives on 
issues. 

“You meet a lot of students from other 

countries. Their opinions and views are dif-
ferent from what I’ve had at Wheaton and 
that’s really grown my mind,” said Wang, 
who took advantage of London’s extensive 
travel links to Europe and visited Paris, 
Berlin, Prague, Dresden and Copenhagen.

As Wheaton’s international student 
population continues to grow, Wheaton is 
increasing its efforts to reach out and engage 
with alumnae/i abroad through events like 
this one, Hanno noted.

—Abigail Kienbaum ’12

ABIGAIL KIENBAUM ’12

Evan Morse ’09 presented a selection of his recent work in an exhibit in the Mars Arts and Humanities building 
in fall 2016.

KEITH NORDSTROM

coming year, and I plan to branch out from 
my recent series of work, which combines 
everyday, modern imagery with a tradition-
al sculptural approach,” he said.

Also, it will support Morse’s next pur-
suit: spending three months sculpting in 
Carrara, Italy.

With the grant funding, “I may enjoy 
some extra traveling for further inspiration,” 
he said.

—Laura Pedulli

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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A beautiful surprise
One of the perks of being 
on a campus of creative 
and talented students and 
imaginative professors 
is that you never know 
where you will find art. 
Sometimes it is in our 
Beard and Weil Galleries; 
sometimes it is hanging 
from the ceiling of the 
Mars Center for Science 
and Technology or 
crawling up the wall of 
an entryway. Yep. Keep 
your eyes open around 
here—and look up.

END PAGE
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Learn how you can give for the future right now.

Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or 
visit online at giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. 
My way.

Candace Davis Sanford ’70
Formerly a kindergarten and preschool teacher for 16 years, now retired

Calvary Church vestry and school volunteer, 
Stonington Garden Club member

Former Wheaton class secretary and president

Married to Tom Sanford for 46 years; mother 
of three, grandmother of three 

“Coming from a small private secondary school for girls, I found Wheaton to 
be a perfect fit for me. The college was not overwhelmingly large but gave 
me enough room to expand my interests. Throughout my years, I benefited 
from the opportunity to get to know my professors and many of my 
classmates. When I arrived at Wheaton I was planning to major in French, 
but by sophomore year I was drawn to the Government Department. 
Although I ended up becoming a teacher of young children, my major in 
government taught me to question and think critically, which are important 
skills in any profession. I’ve included Wheaton in my will because I 
value what the college has to offer in preparing students to be creative 
contributors and leaders in this increasingly complex world. Students can 
design their own major across disciplines, learn in a close-knit community 
and participate in internships that prepare them for a career. My husband 
and I gain great satisfaction from knowing that we are helping to educate 
these future leaders by giving to our colleges.”
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http://wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning
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Empower.
Noah Bernstein ’07
Program officer and coordinator of special projects at 
New World Foundation, New York City 

Board member of Word Up, a volunteer-run community 
bookstore and arts space 

Wheaton Fund supporter

PE
TE

 B
Y

R
O

N

Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

BE THE
DIFFERENCE
Give opportunity. Support the Wheaton Fund.

Creates opportunity:
“I direct a national grant-making agenda that seeks to 
simultaneously stimulate and strengthen the well-being 
of economically challenged communities and enhance 
opportunities for disadvantaged youth. I also manage 
strategic partnerships and innovative collaborations 
with grantees and other funders that work for structural 
change across issues of civil rights, public education, arts 
and culture, and economic inequality.”

Follows directions:
“Each time I walked into the Wallace library, that sign 
carved in big, bold letters on the front of the building 
always caught my eye: ‘That they may have life, and may 
have it abundantly.’ I remember those words as I carry out 
my work.” 

Seeks to spread success:
“Wheaton is one of the many places that nurtured my 
personal and professional growth. I support the Wheaton 
Fund to invest in underserved and first-generation college 
students so they can attend one of the top-echelon liberal 
arts colleges in the country and achieve their goals.”
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