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BETWEEN THE LinEs
By Sandy Coleman, edIToR

LETTERs

Houses contradict policy
Residence houses based on race as 

depicted in your most recent cover 

story contradict the college’s own 

policies of inclusive diversity and 

affirmative action. the rationale for 

these policies is that education is en-

hanced when students are exposed 

to other students of different ethnici-

ties and races who offer different 

perspectives and life experiences. 

Segregated dormitories negate this 

alleged benefit. Rather than provid-

ing “energy and initiative,” they 

promote exclusion and encourage 

separatism. 

Gerald Zuriff

Wheaton Professor of Psychology

Support, not separation
I’ve just read the Quarterly and did a 

double take. My immediate reaction 

to the story about the Renaissance 

A full plate

What’s on 
your mind?
the Quarterly welcomes 

letters to the editor on topics 

you’ve read in these pages or 

on other topics concerning 

the Wheaton community. 

Please address your letters 

to: Sandy Coleman, editor, 

Wheaton Quarterly, Wheaton 

College, 26 e. Main St., 

norton, Ma. 02766. You can 

also e-mail us: quarterly@

wheatoncollege.edu.

house was very negative. I 

definitely understand the need for 

“support.” I could have used some 

of that myself, especially freshman 

year. Lots of individuals of various 

persuasions at college need support, 

friends with whom they can share 

unique concerns. It seems to me 

that they can do that in a club. But 

they need to live with all kinds of 

others in order to begin to under-

stand them. the whole point of 

college is to expand one’s horizons. 

Should all people coming to college 

from relative poverty live together? 

or all foreign students live together? 

What is the point of that? I did not 

go to college to live in a house with 

only new Yorkers or people of my 

religion. I went to college to meet 

and live with everybody else! 

the women who were inter-

viewed for the article in the maga-

zine talked a lot about “comfort” 

and feeling more relaxed with 

I love food. I love thinking about it. I love 
talking about it. and, of course, I love eating 
it. In college, a friend of mine once told me,  
“Why don’t you just pull up a chair, Sandy,  
and sit down,” after I had made so many 
delicious trips to a buffet table during a col-
lege reception. (his name is Former Friend 
Dave.)

I have been at Wheaton for only a short 
time but some of my favorite moments so far 
revolve around food. one of my first conver-
sations in the Faculty Dining Room was with 
religion professor Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, 
who told me about his course “the Rituals 
of Dinner,” his bread baking skills and his 
love of food. as Renée Zellweger’s charac-
ter said to tom Cruise’s in Jerry McGuire: 
“You had me at hello.” there is that funny 
moment during a homecoming luncheon 
this fall when it was announced that there 
was a dessert table featuring chocolate and 
a collective whisper of “chocolate?” echoed 
around the room as diners wondered how 
they could have missed such a table and 
then rushed to it. there are all the wonder-

ful working lunches in 
our Communications 
office that involve shar-
ing take-out thai food, 
including one in which 
associate Dean Vereene 
Parnell came, brought 
a strawberry pie that she 
had made herself, and talked 
about the new Season of Service 
in which students spent several weeks doing 
service projects throughout the communities 
surrounding Wheaton.

Food is a powerful necessity. It can unite 
as well as divide. It is about nourishment, 
celebration, community, sociology, econom-
ics, politics and philosophy. these issues 
are touched upon in this edition of the 
Quarterly.

“Food for thought” explores how a simple 
summer reading assignment became a se-
mester-long, multilevel approach to learning 
about where our food comes from and what 
that means for our bodies, our environment 
and our economy.

hannah Benoit’s story 
(“a World of Good”) is 
all about community 
and how Wheaton 
and surrounding towns 
are partners in learn-

ing through various 
encounters, including one 

in which students went to the   
source of their food by harvesting 

it at nearby Moose hill Community Farm 
and then sharing the results with local food 
pantries. 

We have a profile of Katie touhey ’93, 
the senior scientist and executive director 
of the Cape Cod Stranding network, which 
has a national reputation for rescuing and 
releasing stranded sea mammals. What 
most people don’t know about touhey is 
that she loves to cook, but she won’t eat 
lobster. It’s against her personal philosophy. 
the methods used to collect lobster can 
also snare the very sea animals she works 
so hard to protect.

Bon appétit. Q

people who are more like them-

selves. how about learning to be 

comfortable with people who are 

not like themselves? 

Caryl (Kolbert) Pines Curry ’52 

Race is not a theme
Institutionalizing a house like 

Renaissance is not a smart move. I 

simply cannot understand why the 

college would allow it and then call 

it a “themed” house. an ecology-

related house is a themed house. 

When did segregating yourself 

become a theme? My freshman year 

was not a picnic. I had to recognize 

and accept that a number of students 

wanted nothing to do with me, and 

that some faculty were also uncom-

fortable because I was a woman 

of color. nonetheless, I certainly 

knew I would be able to do and be 

whatever I wanted after my years 

there. I worry about how these kids 

are wasting precious years when 

they should be learning how to live 

in a complex and multiracial world, 

especially with the mix of cultures! 

Norma Smallwood Hill ’52
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CONVERGENCE
By Ronald a. CRuTCheR, PReSIdenT

Looking back, moving forward
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Betty neal Crutcher and I moved onto cam-
pus in September after the completion of 
the Presidents’ house renovation. the move 
has inspired me to reflect on Wheaton’s his-
tory and how it has influenced the college 
we have become. as Shakespeare famously 
observed in The Tempest: “What is past is 
prologue.” 

the connections between Wheaton’s his-
toric past are many and substantial. Values 
that guide the college today have roots in 
the earliest days of the institution’s history 
and reflect the outlook of the people who 
have built Wheaton. What values? a com-
mitment to the enriching power of liberal 
arts study, a commitment to equal rights, to 
the importance of diversity, to the signifi-
cance of being engaged in the concerns of 
the world—we can trace all of these ideas 
back through the years of Wheaton’s past. 

Wheaton began almost 175 years ago 
with Judge Laban Wheaton, a man of many 
accomplishments—chief justice for the 
Court of Sessions in Bristol County, a state 
legislator, a successful businessman and a 
four-term congressman. While serving in 
Congress, Judge Wheaton aligned him-
self with the Federalists and became well 
known as an outspoken abolitionist. and in 
founding the Wheaton Female Seminary, he 
showed not only great love for his daugh-
ter but also a belief that women deserved 
advanced education equal to that offered to 
men. 

the house that Betty and I are now living 
in was originally built in 1829 by Laban 
Morey Wheaton (with money from his 
father, Judge Wheaton) for his new bride:  
eliza Baylies Chapin. She lived there for 
more than 75 years! She watched over 
the college, through good times and bad, 
for nearly that entire time. Wheaton’s first 
president, Samuel Valentine Cole, and the 
architect Ralph adams Cram developed the 
plan for upper campus in a way that puts 
the house at the head of the Dimple, which 
they called the Court of honor. 

the Dimple, and the rest of the campus, is 
lined with buildings named for people who 
have helped make Wheaton what it is today. 
Consider Caroline Metcalf, an educational 

innovator with a deep concern for the quality 
of the educational program Wheaton offered. 
She brought professors from MIt to guide 
work in physics, chemistry, mineralogy, 
geology and zoology. She recruited tal-
ented teachers like the poet and writer Lucy 
Larcom, whose legacy is reflected not only 
in Larcom hall but also with The Rushlight. 
Lucy Larcom founded that magazine, the lon-
gest running undergraduate literary magazine 
in the country so far as we know; students 
celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2005. 

Mrs. Metcalf’s dedication to Wheaton 
inspired the formation of the college’s 

alumnae/i association. the members of the 
Class of 1870 started the association and 
established Wheaton’s first endowed schol-
arship. Since then, thousands of alumnae/i 
have stepped forward with the scholarship 
support necessary to help students obtain a 
Wheaton education. and they continue to 
do so. 

I recently attended the inauguration of 
harvard’s new president, Drew Faust, a 
noted historian who made the point that 
colleges and universities embody a unique 
trust, “uniquely accountable to the past and 
to the future.”

We may not know the future in all its 
details, but we are creating it now. From our 
vantage point, standing atop the foundation 
established by all those who have come 
before, we are building anew, pushing 
Wheaton higher, continuing to shape the 
college of the future. there is a role for each 
of us in this effort. 

the Wheaton hymn, with words by 
President J. edgar Park and music by 
Professor of Music emeritus Carlton Russell, 
expresses it well: 

A hundred years pass like a dream, 
Yet early founders still are we, 
Whose works are greater than they seem, 
Because of what we yet shall be….  Q
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First-Year Seminar students, staff and faculty enjoy dinner at the presidents’ House.
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Different paths, same journey

one is a geochemist who stud-
ies water-rock interactions at 
the earth’s surface. one taught 
mathematics at the United 
States Military academy at West 
Point. and one has been a com-
munity activist for social justice 
and Latin american immigrant 
issues.

Matthew evans, assistant 
professor of chemistry, Rachelle 
DeCoste, assistant professor 
of mathematics, and Gabriela 
torres, assistant professor 
of anthropology, are among 
Wheaton’s eight new tenure-
track faculty members. they 
and their colleagues come with 
varied and impressive creden-
tials. But they have a common 
desire to connect with students 
in the way that a small liberal 
arts community accommodates 
and an excitement about the 
broad intellectual opportunities 
that Wheaton’s “Connections” 
curriculum provides.

“Wheaton offers a strong 
emphasis on engaged and 
dedicated teaching. 
Connections and the 
First-Year Seminars 
that are offered to 
students seemed to 
engage my imagina-
tion,” said torres, 

recalling what drew her here. 
She has a doctorate in social 

anthropology and is a specialist 
in the anthropology of violence 
and the state, with research ex-
perience in the study of gender, 
memory and migration. torres 
says one of the most reward-
ing things about teaching is 
“working with students to allow 
them to better understand the 
world in which we live and to 
understand their place in that 
world.”

Joining her on the tenure-
track list this academic year 
are: assistant Professor of 
economics Phoebe Chan, 
whose research focuses on the 
study of patent rights in agricul-
tural biotechnology; assistant 
Professor of art history touba 
Ghadessi Fleming, who is in-
quiring into the nature of mon-
strousness and its translation 
to portraiture in Italian courts 
of the late Renaissance; and 
assistant Professor of Physics 

Jason Goodman, who 
was co-author with 

Professor Geoff 
Collins on recent 
research indicat-
ing the possibil-
ity of a liquid 
sea beneath the 
surface of Saturn’s 

icy moon, enceladus. William 
MacPherson, who has worked 
at Wheaton for decades in vari-
ous positions, most recently as 
staff accompanist/visiting assis-
tant professor of music, is now 
a full-time assistant professor of 
music. and Leah niederstadt 
is the assistant professor of 
museum studies, art history and 
curator of the college’s perma-
nent collection. 

niederstadt calls her new 
position her dream job because 
it combines her interests in 
teaching and research with 
caring for a collection. also, 
she said, “I prefer working with 
smaller groups of smart, chal-
lenging students and being able 
to know my students and col-
leagues well, which is difficult 
to do at large institutions.” 

Chan also relishes the abil-
ity to work so closely with 
students. her research attempts 
to shed light on the effects that 
intellectual property policy de-
cisions will have for developing 
countries and the global com-
munity. “I hope that through 
my teaching I can inspire my 
students to appreciate the role 
economics plays in their lives 
and to use economics to better 
their own and others’ lives.” Q

Web extra: To read more about 
our entire faculty, visit www.
wheatoncollege.edu/faculty/

assistant professor of art History touba 
Ghadessi Fleming gives a lecture.

Wheaton’s  
newest class

Before she arrived 

at Wheaton, Amelia 

Weltner completed 

more than 300 hours 

of community service 

at a homeless shelter. 

Jhonathan Mendez 

De León worked 

on several initiatives 

to diversify prep 

schools. And Michael 

Latner participated 

in a Kibbutz Lotan 

Green Apprenticeship 

in Israel, where 

he helped create 

sustainable living en-

vironments in a small 

desert community. 

Once again Wheaton 

welcomed a remark-

able group of new 

students to campus 

in August. Nearly 60 

percent of the Class 

of 2011 were in the 

top 10 percent of their 

high school class.

By the numbers:

Applied: 3,833

Accepted: 1,411

Enrolled: 440

,

Merit scholars: 35 percent

States represented: 33

Countries represented: 23

Family ties: 13 percent with alumnae/i relatives

Top five states:

Massachusetts

New York

Maine

New Hampshire

Connecticut and  

California (tied)

Top five academic 

interests:

Psychology

English

Economics

History

Political science

amelia Weltner

Jhonathan Mendez  
De León

Michael Latner

Male: 39 percent

Female: 61 percent
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two Wheaton scholars have 
taken up modern surveying 
techniques to help unlock se-
crets of a 13th-century French 
church. evelyn Staudinger 
Lane, associate professor of art 
history, is one of the few art 
historians to use state-of-the-art 
surveying equipment to create 
a precise plan of a medieval 
monument. 

Lane and alicia Latores ’09 
traveled to northern Burgundy 
last summer to develop a 
surveyed ground plan of the 
Gothic church of St.-Julien-
du-Sault, which is one of the 
few largely intact examples of 
architecture and glass from its 
period. there they rented sur-
veying equipment that dramati-
cally reduced the time it took 
to gather hundreds of measure-
ments. 

“a survey is necessary to 
understand the way a building 
developed over time and to 
locate the underlying geometry 
used to create it,” Lane said. “In 
the Middle ages, walls were 
hardly ever straight, and their 
directional changes can often 
indicate a new campaign of 
construction. Gothic archi-
tecture is always a complex, 
multilayered puzzle that awaits 
solving.” 

Most plans of medieval 
churches date from the 19th 
century, Lane said, and are not 
precise. 

traditionally, art historians 
measure with a plumb bob, 
measuring tape and string using 
triangulation. “If you know two 
points, you can always obtain a 
third,” Lane explained, and the 
result on paper is “like a spider 
web that expands.” It once 

took her more than six weeks to 
make a ground plan manually. 
Modern equipment saves time 
by using a laser that captures 
a precise measurement that 
reflects back into the machine 
and is locked into its internal 
memory. 

a professional surveyor 
gave Lane and Latores a day 
of instruction on a total Laser 
Station—in French—and then 
they were on their own. they 
worked 10 hours a day, taking 
nearly 800 measurements in 10 
days.

“alicia was enormously 
helpful,” said Lane. “I could not 
have done the project without 
her. We worked in tandem 
and developed great skills as 
surveyors.” 

Latores, an art history major 
who hopes to become a mu-
seum curator, said the project 
was challenging and rewarding. 
“I had never been immersed in 
a country’s culture. Previously, I 
had always been a tourist. In St. 
Julien I enjoyed living in a small 
village and learning about the 
way people lived.” 

next, Lane will use autoCaD 
(a computer-assisted design 
program) to create the plan, 
and will continue to 
study the architecture 
and stained glass of 
St. Julien over a period 
of years. “Most art his-
torians focus on one 
area of specialization, 
such as architecture or 
stained glass. My work 
deals with the integra-
tion of both and how 
they work together.” 

—Hannah Benoit

Ancient architecture, modern view

(Left) professor Lane and Latores in front of the home 
of Denise Billaux, who generously hosted them during 
their stay in St.-Julien-du-Sault. (above) Latores uses 
surveying equipment in the church.
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Paloma Naderi ’09 

aLL aBOarD: Paloma naderi doesn’t even own 

a skateboard. She had to borrow one for this 

photo shoot. But she is so passionate about local 

youths having a place to do their recreational 

thing that she spent her summer internship at the 

attleboro/norton YMCa working with norton 

officials, parents and young skaters trying to get 

a skateboard park built. and the work continues. 

“It’s not just about skateboarding—it’s about 

providing for the youth of norton. the bottom 

line is that the majority of norton’s youth have 

chosen this as their form of recreation and it’s 

the responsibility of those who can get them a 

facility to do so.” riDinG HiGH: naderi, a phi-

losophy major from Branford, Conn., was well 

prepared to take on this project that required 

her to sell her proposal convincingly to multiple 

stakeholders. “I have worked with professors 

who have motivated and inspired me to push 

myself and actualize my potential. My self-con-

fidence has truly taken shape during my time 

at Wheaton and it definitely took a lot to speak 

out and up for what I believed in this summer.” 

CLOSe tO HOMe: “Spending a summer in norton 

and meeting so many different townspeople, 

officials and community leaders really made me 

feel like norton was a second home for me.” 

an aWeSOMe JOUrneY: “talking with kids was 

always uplifting because sometimes you just had 

to hear ‘that’s so awesome you’re doing this!’ af-

ter a long week of no’s and ‘I don’t know about 

that.’ those are the times when you know that 

even though there’s so much more to do, the 

payoff will be worth it.” DOWn tiMe: now that 

she has a skateboard in her room, she may, may, 

give it a try. But, personally, she prefers books 

to boards. “During the school year, the most 

exciting thing that can happen is that I get the 

opportunity to read for pleasure. I don’t know 

if you can really call that recreation, but for me  

that’s the ultimate form of relaxation.” Q
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Being well and doing well in 
college are inescapably linked. 
Craig andrade, the associate 
dean of health and wellness 
and director of student health 
services, focuses on this reality 
every day.

according to an american 
College health association 
survey that andrade often uses 
to highlight the connection 
between health and academic 
success, students at Wheaton 
and across the nation indicated 
that the top three impediments 
to learning are stress, cold-like 
illnesses and sleep difficulties.

Surveys like this fuel his 
mission to make sure students 
stay healthy so they can live 
their best lives and fulfill their 
academic goals. the changes 
he has implemented since he 
began working at Wheaton two 
years ago and the new initiatives 
he has planned for this year go 
well beyond simply providing 
health care services. he’s focus-
ing holistically on prevention of 
illness as well as promotion of 
good health.

 “It’s balancing reacting with 
acting. It’s all about knowing 
yourself, your environment and 
making smart decisions. We 
want to make sure we educate 
students on how to take care 
of themselves,” said andrade. 
“the top priority is to make sure 
students know that the resources 
are here and how to get them.”

that’s one reason andrade 
annually offers chair massages, 
as he did during orientation 
this fall. Wheaton’s self-pro-
claimed ambassador of health 
wants to call attention to the 
college’s commitment to well-
ness. Counseling services, stress 
management sessions, healthy 
dining (no more trans fats), 

fitness clinics and expanded on-
campus flu clinics are just part 
of that commitment. 

Dean of Students Sue 
alexander noted that andrade’s 
“approach to student health and 
wellness has added an unprec-
edented dimension to student 
life at Wheaton.”

Currently, andrade is lead-
ing healthy Wheaton: 2014, 
a comprehensive campaign to 
promote a healthier campus. as 
part of that campaign, the office 
of health and Wellness now 
has a full-time student health 
services coordinator to make 
sure students have a strong 
link between Wheaton and the 
norton Medical Center, which 
provides health services. also, a 
peer mentor program will be es-
tablished so that trained students 
act as advocates to help their 
peers better navigate the health 
services system.

andrade also works to 
improve the relationship with 

norton Medical and to ensure 
student familiarity with the 
available services. 

this year, Wheaton will begin 
to track health issues to de-
velop the best illness prevention 
initiatives. andrade also plans 
to complete an assessment of 
impediments to learning every 
two years at Wheaton to track 
trends and evaluate progress. 
the next assessment is planned 
for fall 2009. 

also, andrade wants to estab-
lish a wellness commission that 
would include parents, faculty, 
staff and alumnae/i who would 
offer ideas, advice and expertise.

“alumnae/i are great al-
lies because they understand 
Wheaton’s health care history 
and so are a unique resource for 
positive change,” said andrade, 
who also is a nurse, personal 
trainer, athletic trainer and mas-
sage therapist.

another initiative is the 
redesign of the wellness Web 

andrade is focusing holistically 

on prevention of illness as well 

as promotion of good health.

“it’s balancing reacting with 

acting. it’s all about knowing 

yourself, your environment and 

making smart decisions. We 

want to make sure we educate 

students on how to take care of 

themselves.”

site, which he hopes will have 
an immediate impact by putting 
resources just a click away. 
Students are working to re-
vamp the site that will include 
a parent’s page to help parents 
empower their young adults. 

 “College is the perfect place 
for students to begin to navigate 
the health care system on their 
own,” said andrade. Q

—Sandy Coleman 

Andrade’s prescription for success: Take care 
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adar Cohen ’04 has been listen-
ing to hip hop for years. he likes 
the rhythm and beat of the music, 
but also its politically charged 
lyrics. But hip hop has become 
more than just the music Cohen 
jams to; it is the basis for his 
doctoral research in international 
peace building at trinity College 
in Dublin, Ireland.

While completing his dis-
sertation, Cohen has returned 
to Wheaton for the academic 
year to be the coordinator of 
civic engagement in the office 
of Service, Spirituality and Social 
Responsibility. “It’s nice to see 
again those who made my four 
years here amazing,” said Cohen. 

at the heart of Cohen’s 
research is the engagement of 
personal and collective narrative 
in peace building. During his 
master’s program in international 
peace studies at trinity College, 

he worked on two oral history 
documentaries and participated 
in reconciliation projects, media-
tion training and theater of the 
oppressed workshops. he’s now 
analyzing the work of hip hop 
artists such as the Perceptionists, 
Gift of Gab and talib Kweli (who 
performed at Wheaton during 
homecoming) to understand how 
a progressive hip hop narrative 
can promote peace building.

Cohen recently gave a talk 
to Wheaton students about his 
research and invited them to 
listen and discuss such lyrics 
as, “You can bomb the world 
to pieces, but you can’t bomb it 
into peace,” by rapper Michael 
Franti. “Peace building is chang-
ing,” Cohen said. “It’s no longer 
limited to formal, state-level 
negotiations in elite locations; it’s 
happening locally, all over the 
world. and my research suggests 

that hip hop is a part of that shift.”
Underground hip hop mu-

sic creates a space for political 
discourse, with artists rapping 
about war, racism, terrorism and 
classism. “hip hop is intrinsically 
political,” said Cohen. although 
some mainstream hip hop can be 
associated with violence, Cohen 
argues that progressive hip hop 
stands in solidarity with social 
justice issues and inspires hope. 
Some hip hop concerts have be-
come a space for social activism 
and a place for people to meet to 
organize events and rallies.

Cohen’s interest in social 
activism and peace flourished 
at Wheaton. he created his 
own major in conflict resolution 
and graduated with a hefty list 
of accomplishments, including 
Mitchell, Watson and truman 
scholarships. he set out to con-
tinue his work in conflict resolu-

Beatin’ a path to peace
“You can bomb the world to pieces, but you can’t bomb it into peace.”

—Michael Franti

tion, working for the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation as a facilitator 
of nonviolence training in the 
Bronx, n.Y., and throughout 
the country. he also conducted 
legal research on human rights 
violations at Guantanamo Bay 
for northwestern University Law 
School. Upon being awarded the 
Mitchell Scholarship in 2006, he 
enrolled at trinity College to study 
international peace building.

Cohen has a lot of plans to 
involve students in civic engage-
ment activities, including some 
non-violence training workshops, 
but also hopes to be a mentor 
and supporter for students who 
want to become social activists. 

“Something new is happening 
at Wheaton,” says Cohen. “there 
is a lot of interest from students to 
get involved, and I hope to help 
make that happen.” Q 

—Anna Wistran Wolfe
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While many students were knee-
deep in surf and sand for much 
of their hard-earned summer 
vacations, two Wheaton physics 
majors were up to their eyeballs 
in icy moons and terrestrial 
terrain. they were working on 
Mars and Saturn—via research 
laboratories. Some of what 
they’ve done could be used to 
determine future space missions 
or help confirm data about the 
internal evolution of certain 
satellites.

Inspired by their student-
faculty research collaborations 
with geology professor Geoff 
Collins, Jonathan Kay ’08 
worked at the U.S. Geological 
Survey in Flagstaff, ariz., col-
lecting new data on Mars; and 
Louie Michaud ’08 worked at 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, Calif., gathering data 
from the moons of Saturn. 

Both share a love for planetary 
geology and have done research 
with Collins. this year, the 
professor has drawn attention 
because of his research with 
assistant Professor of Physics 
Jason Goodman indicating that 
there may be a liquid sea be-
neath the surface of enceladus, 
one of Saturn’s icy moons. Last 
spring at the Lunar and Planetary 
Science Conference in houston, 
Collins, Kay and Michaud 
presented collaborative work 
on Ganymede, Jupiter’s largest 
moon.

Michaud and Kay, who earned 
their internships through a 
competitive national application 
process, say the internships were 
a gratifying extension of their 
Wheaton experience because 
they got to be respected, con-
tributing members of scientific 

research teams outside of the 
classroom.

Kay used a computer to 
examine pictures of a region of 
Mars called Chasma Boreale. “I 
was looking at similarities and 
differences between all the dif-
ferent types of terrain that I saw,” 
he said. “the purpose of all of 
this is to understand the recent 
geologic activity that has taken 
place on Mars.”

 “What is interesting about this 
work is how it can be applied to 
future missions that go to Mars,” 
said Kay. “When naSa plans 
a mission they use these maps 
to figure out what is the most 
interesting place to go.”

Two physics majors spend summer 
on Mars and Saturn

During his internship, 
Michaud used a technique that 
he worked to develop with 
Collins to examine fractures and 
faults on enceladus and Dione, 
another of Saturn’s moons. the 
goal of his work was to help de-
termine the accuracy of existing 
models describing the internal 
evolution of certain satellites.

 “I’ve always been really in-
terested in space-related things,” 
said Michaud. “When I was 
young I’d watch Carl Sagan’s 
Cosmos, or doomsday asteroid 
scenarios on the Discovery 
Channel. I was always into that 
sort of thing. It still makes me 
awestruck.”  Q

Louie Michaud and Jonathan Kay with Science Center telescope.
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Some have called Ronn 
Richard “Cleveland’s ultimate 
ambassador.” Some have 
described him as a man who 
not only dreams of change 
but makes it happen. this 
fall, Wheaton named him 
recipient of the otis Social 
Justice award, which honors 
individuals for compassionate 
action and brings together the 
college community at a sym-
posium that explores issues 
central to a just society. 

Richard is the president 
and Ceo of the Cleveland 
Foundation, a nonprofit with 
$1.8 billion in assets that is 
the third-largest organiza-
tion of its kind in the United 
States. So far, $85 million has 
been invested in economic 
development, public school 
improvement, neighbor-
hood revitalization and the 
advancement of civic affairs, 
the environment, and arts and 
culture. 

Frank Porter, the late father 
of Wheaton trustee elizabeth 
Porter Daane ’77, provided 
a bequest to the Cleveland 
Foundation. Based on a   
recommendation from Daane 
and her four brothers, the 
foundation granted $1 mil-
lion to Wheaton to establish 
the nancy Lyon Porter ’43 
Community Service Fellows 
Program. to date, eight 
Wheaton students have been 
fellows. Q

WinTER 2008  �
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AROUND THE DiMPLE

the requisite fun was had by all at homecoming Weekend, 
which featured networking opportunities, faculty discussions, 
art exhibits, theater and dance presentations, campus tours, 
athletic events and plenty of music performances.

one of the highlights of the weekend was the annual 
alumnae/i association awards ceremony honoring Wheaton’s 
fabulous graduates. heather Catherine MacFarlane ’99 (above 
right), Sally Willis Bancroft ’66 (left) and alison Grant Small 
’66 (center) were honored for making significant contributions 
to their communities, careers and to Wheaton as volunteers. 

Fun, friends and fabulousness

MacFarlane, currently the public relations manager at the 
home for Little Wanderers, received the Young alumnae/i 
award. Bancroft, a community volunteer and leader, received 
an alumnae/i achievement award in part for her work with 
the Portland habitat for humanity for the past 20 years. 
Small, a Wheaton trustee, was honored with the Dale Rogers 
Marshall award for philanthropy. In 2000, she established the 
alison Grant Small ’66 annual Fund Scholarship to provide 
financial aid to students.  Q 

HoMecoMiNG 
2007
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PANORAMA
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In 2006, U.S. consumers spent $12.5 billion on video games, ac-
cording to the industry-tracking nPD Group. the popularity of the 
games has skyrocketed in the past 10 years, tripling in sales. What 
impact does all that play have on the players? assistant Professor of 
Psychology Rolf nelson, who teaches about cognition, memory and 
perception, is spending time trying to figure that out. Specifically, 
he has begun researching how gaming affects visual perception. 
Quarterly editor Sandy Coleman recently stopped by his lab to talk 
with him about his work.

tell me about your video game 
research.

the scope of the project is to 
understand a little bit about 
the effect video games have on 
visual perception and attention. 
I’m looking at ways in which 
you can improve your atten-
tion by using video games and 
whether critical-thinking skills 
might be affected by video 
games. What I’m doing differ-
ently from previous studies is 
separating games into catego-
ries, not just thinking of video 
games as one category, but 
thinking of them as action video 
games or strategy video games. 
the different ways that you 
approach the games might have 
entirely different kinds of effects 
on cognition. For example, 
fast, twitchy games might affect 
people in an entirely different 
way than slower games, where 
careful strategy is important. 

What sparked your interest in 
this?

a couple of different things. 
First of all, I go to a visual 
perception conference every 
year put on by the Vision 
Sciences Society. there were 
a few people starting to work 

keys in a messy room or trying 
to find our friend in a crowd. 
Some video game players get 
very good at quickly finding the 
right kind of information on the 
screen.

Why is it useful to know how 
games affect perception?

I think it’s important to know 
the effects of anything people 
spend their time doing. there 
is another application for this, 
however, in research on aging 
populations. a lot of money 
is going into research on how 
older adults can keep sharp per-
ceptually and cognitively, and 
some of the training programs 
they use look an awful lot like 
the same video games we’re 
using. 

Rolf Nelson takes  
a serious look at 
video games

What do you hope to learn from 
your research?

I’m open to whatever comes 
out of it. It could be that video 
games are great and wonder-
ful and help you in everything 
you do. It could be that video 
games don’t have that much of 
an impact unless you play them 
dozens of hours every week. It’s 
more just getting an under-
standing of what is happening. 
Kids are playing lots and lots of 
video games now. It’s impor-
tant to think about what this is 
doing to them, whether positive 
or negative. Maybe we will find 
out.

Do you play video games?

on occasion. I’ve grown up play-
ing video games, but I just don’t 
have the time for it now. Q

seriously on video games in 
perception. another inspira-
tion was also a book out a few 
years ago by Steven Johnson 
called Everything Bad Is Good 
for You. and it had this idea that 
all these things that we consider 
bad influences on society, like 
violent television, violent video 
games, a lot of these are pretty 
cognitively challenging and can 
be good for you. 

Speaking of violent video games, 
do you think they encourage bad 
behavior?

I don’t have that much to say 
about whether violent video 
games cause violent behavior. I 
think it’s a hard relationship to 
prove and difficult to study very 
well. My research is much more 
specific. We think of playing 
video games as a kind of per-
ceptual training. When you’re 
playing, you may be improving 
certain kinds of skills in a mea-
surable kind of way.

What kinds of skills could you be 
improving?

one kind of skill that might 
be improved is visual search. 
this is the kind of skill we need 
when we’re looking for our 
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Faculty

associate Professor of Music Matthew Allen 
published the article “Standardize, Classicize, 
nationalize: the Scientific Work of the 
Music academy of Madras, 1930–1952” 
in Performing Pasts: Reinventing the Arts in 
Modern South India (oxford University Press, 
2007).

Bojan Jennings Professor of Physics John 
Collins and colleagues from Boston College 
published “Upconversion as a discriminating 
tool in site-selective spectroscopy of the pra-
seodymium ion in yttrium aluminum garnet” 
in Journal of Applied Physics (2007). 

Michael Drout, William C.h. and elsie D. 
Prentice associate Professor of english, pub-
lished the essay “Some thoughts on Reading 
the Lord of the Rings aloud,” in Silver Leaves 
1 (2007). he was also narrator for Beowulf: 
Masterpiece Library Edition (Recorded Books, 
LLC., Maryland, 2007). 

Michael Gousie, associate professor of com-
puter science, co-authored “a System for 3D 
error Visualization and assessment of Digital 
elevation Models” in Proceedings of the 2007 
IEEE International Geoscience and Remote 
Sensing Symposium (Barcelona, 2007). 

associate Professor of education Mary 
Lee Griffin has published Writer to Writer: 
Fluency and Craft in Multilingual Classrooms 
(heinemann, 2007).

the multimedia play Looking For George: 
A Desperate Play for Desperate Times, by 
Charlotte Meehan, assistant professor of 
playwriting, was performed in June at the 
Clemente Soto Vélez Cultural Center in new 
York City. assistant Professor of theatre 
Stephanie Burlington ’97 directed the play, 
and philosophy major Elliott Mazzola ’09 
designed the visuals. 

Leah Niederstadt, assistant professor of 
museum studies, art history and curator of the 
permanent collection, published the chapter 
“Menor kebad new: Life and Work as a Young 
ethiopian artist” in Continuity and Change: 
Three Generations of Ethiopian Artists (harn 
Museum of art, University of Florida, 2007).

Professor of Classics Joel Relihan has published 
a new translation of apuleius’s Latin romance 
The Golden Ass (hackett Publishers, 2007).

Several poems by Ruby Professor of english 
Sue Standing were published in anthologies 
and journals, including “at the Gedi Ruins,” 
in Deep Travel: Contemporary American 
Poets Abroad (ninebark Press, 2007). She also 
delivered a paper, “the Situation of american 
Poetry: aesthetic Diversity in Contemporary 
african-american Poetry,” at the International 
association of University Professors of english 
conference in Lund, Sweden, in august.

Alumnae/i

In Witches’ Night Before Halloween (Pelican 
Publishing, 2007) Lesley Pratt Bannatyne 
’75 has written a parody of a well-known 
Christmas poem, complete with goblins, ghouls 
and zombies to amuse kids of all ages who 
love halloween.

In her latest historical fiction, Who’s Saying 
What in Jamestown, Thomas Savage? (Putnam 
Juvenile, 2007), Jean Guttery Fritz ’37 tells 
the story of the boy asked by Captain John 
Smith to become an interpreter between the 
algonquin Indians and the english settlers in 
Jamestown, Va. 

Photojournalist Betsy Kimmelman Karel ’68 
captures the magic of everyday street life in 
Bombay (now called Mumbai) in Bombay 
Jadoo (Steidl Publishers, 2007). 

Several wolf photographs taken by Julie 
Palmquist Lawrence ’93 are included in the 
The Wolf Almanac: A Celebration of Wolves 
and Their World by Robert h. Busch (Lyons 
Press, 2007). her photography can be seen at 
www.JulieLawrenceStudios.com.

Roxy Font, a play by Liza Lentini ’94, was 
performed in august at the Cherry Lane theatre 
as part of the new York International Fringe 
Festival. 

In June and July, Karen Malme ’88 performed 
in three of the plays offered as part of Queer 
Soup theater Company’s six-play anthology, 
“Lost and Found: the anniversary Series.” 
Malme also wrote Gutting, one of the plays in 
the series.

Alexandra Marshall ’65 published “Punchline,” 
a short story, in the winter 2007 issue of the 
Cape Cod Voice. her story “Do not open,” 
was published in the summer 2007 Cape Cod 
Voice Literary Issue. 

Mary Kennard McHugh ’50 gives tribute to 
“grandmothering” practices across the spec-
trum in Good Granny/Bad Granny (Chronicle 
Books, 2007). 

Best-selling author Sally Bedell Smith ’70 looks 
at the Clinton marriage through the lens of their 
shared love of politics in her book For Love 
of Politics: Bill and Hillary Clinton: The White 
House Years (Random house, 2007). Q

Over 15 photos, including the one above of a Mexican 
Wolf, taken by Julie palmquist Lawrence ’93 are included 
in The Wolf Almanac: A Celebration of Wolves and Their 
World.

PUBLiCATiONs, HONORs ANd CREATiVE WORks
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FiELd REPORT

after four years as the University 
of north Carolina at Wilming-
ton’s starting goalkeeper, Brad 
Knighton has turned in the teal, 
gold and navy of his alma mater 
for the blue and white of Whea-
ton College. But he also has 
become accustomed to another 
set of colors: the red, white and 
blue of the new england Revo-
lution of Major League Soccer.

Knighton, a new assistant 
coach for the women’s soccer 
team, is one of three goalkeep-
ers on new england’s roster. 
he has the best of both worlds 
dispensing his wisdom from the 
sidelines while enjoying his first 
season of playing at the highest 
level of professional soccer in 
north america.

It’s a balancing act that 
Knighton does well. he spends 
much of the day training before 
joining the Lyons for afternoon 
practices and games. Wheaton 
head coach Luis Reis has al-
lowed Knighton the flexibility to 
commit to both soccer endeav-
ors simultaneously.

“he understands that I’m not 
able to attend everything, but 
I’m going to try my hardest to 
be at everything I can,” said 
Knighton, whose final college 
season was last fall. “he’s very 
understanding.” 

Knighton came to Wheaton 
after a friend of Reis’s inquired 
whether he would be inter-
ested in coaching. a four-year 
starter at UnC Wilmington, 
Knighton set school records for 
career goals against average 
and shutouts. he was a two-
time national Soccer Coaches 
association of america all-re-

New soccer coach gets kicks 
on and off the field

gion selection and twice drew 
all-conference citations.

“I told my college coach as 
a freshman that my goal was to 
go pro,” said Knighton. after 
spending 2006 with the Indiana 
Invaders of the United Soccer 
Leagues’ Premier Development 
League, Knighton tried out for 
the Revolution last February. 
aidan heaney, his coach at 
UnC Wilmington and a new 
england keeper during the 
franchise’s inaugural season in 
1996, was instrumental in help-
ing things fall into place.

“he knew the whole coach-
ing staff before I went up there,” 
said Knighton. “he told them he 
had a keeper he wanted them 
to look at because he thought 
I could play at that level, and 
they told me to put a video 
together.” Knighton was invited 
to preseason a week after the 
tryout, and two weeks later he 
was offered a contract.

he said he has been fortu-
nate in the past few years to 
be mentored by heaney and 
his goalkeeping counterparts 
in new england, Matt Reis and 

Doug Warren. all three have 
aided his development as a 
player while modeling traits he 
hopes to employ as a coach.

“Matt and Doug help me 
out no matter what I need, no 
matter how small the detail,” 
said Knighton, who wants to 
use that sort of mentality while 
working with the Wheaton 
players. “I want to come in this 
year and make a difference. I 
want our goalkeepers to be the 
best in the conference, the best 
in the region.”

as his career as a profession-
al player develops, Knighton 
also finds himself aspiring to 
move up the coaching lad-
der and ultimately become 
a Division I head coach. For 
now, he’s satisfied leading his 
current dual life, which will 
include getting married early 
next year. 

as a player, Knighton has 
had a handful of highlights in 
his first pro season. During the 
preseason, he backstopped 
the Revolution to a 3–1 vic-
tory over 27-time honduran 
club champion CD olimpia. 
Knighton later notched his first 
pro shutout on July 22 in a re-
serve-division match, blanking 
the houston Dynamos, 1–0.

as a coach, some of 
Knighton’s best moments could 
come as he begins offering ad-
vice during his first season. “I’m 
just a simple guy who wants to 
get into coaching and help the 
goalkeepers here at Wheaton,” 
said Knighton. “If there’s a 
soccer ball anywhere nearby, I 
want to be around it.” Q

—Josh Kessler
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College athletics teams often 
perform countless acts of com-
munity service, especially at 
Wheaton, where civic engage-
ment is woven into the fabric 
of the institution. But few do so 
from nearly 6,000 miles away.

Since last academic year, 
members of the field hockey and 
men’s lacrosse programs have 
been reaching out to american 
soldiers stationed in Iraq. 
through america Supporting 
americans (aSa), a nonprofit 
organization that links indi-
vidual units in all branches of the 
military with communities across 
the United States, the Wheaton 
teams are in touch with over 80 
soldiers. 

through writing encouraging 
letters and e-mails, assembling 
care packages that include basic 
necessities and luxury items, 
designing t-shirts, and helping 
children create cards to send 
overseas at Wheaton’s commu-
nity day, these Wheaton students 
say they have gained a greater 
appreciation and understanding 
of the sacrifices being made for 
them in the Middle east. 

“the relationship and con-
tact our team has had with our 
unit has been a humbling and 
rewarding experience,” said Kara 
Kelly-Martin ’10, whose brother 
has served in the army since 
March 2006. “I’m proud, happy 
and honored to be supporting 
people who give so much to this 
country.”

Kelly-Martin’s brother, Joseph 
Rhodes, inspires her when the 
team contributes to the america 
Supporting americans program. 
“even though he is not a part of 

the unit we are sponsoring,” she 
added, “it’s comforting to know 
that aSa makes it possible for 
support to come from different  
places, and maybe my brother 
and his unit will get a caring 
team from somewhere else to 
remind them of home when 
they’re overseas.”

Former men’s lacrosse coach 
Peter toner brought this service 
opportunity to Wheaton after 
hearing about it at a national 
convention that he attended. the 
relationship with the troops has 
been eye-opening for student-
athletes, toner noted.

“It becomes apparent how 
much of a luxury it is for us to be 
able to play lacrosse,” he said. 
“We want to show that we care. 
What we’re doing on our end is 
easy. What they’re going through 
is the tougher part.”

Marco Barbone ’09 points out 

that this experience carries over 
onto the playing field. “People 
are overseas fighting for us every 
day, so let us fight back for them 
and dedicate our season to 
them,” said Barbone. “each prac-
tice and each game, we worked 
on their behalf. We wore one 
decal, the troop badge, in honor 
of those in Iraq.”

Considering the number of 
correspondences toner and field 
hockey head coach Rebecca 
Begley have received from the 
unit captains and soldiers’ wives, 
it’s evident that Wheaton’s 
messages and care packages 
have had a profound impact 
on americans a quarter of the 
way around the world. even a 
simple Wheaton t-shirt is much 
appreciated.

“We received the t-shirts 
last week and cannot thank 
you enough,” Lieutenant Mark 

Teams send troops comfort 
and care 

Vernon of the U.S. army Corps 
of engineers wrote in an e-mail. 
“the guys were excited to have 
something other than a uniform 
to wear.” 

and there’s no indication of 
these relationships diminishing 
any time soon. In fact, the cap-
tain of the special operations unit 
linked to the field hockey team 
said that after he returns to the 
states he might attend a game. 

“the aSa experience has 
really brought us together as 
a team,” said Kelly-Martin. 
“although it may have a more 
personal effect on me because 
of my brother’s involvement, I 
know my team feels as honored 
as I do in directly supporting our 
soldiers. It’s like we’re trying to 
give back to them the comfort 
and care they have shown our 
country and us indirectly.” Q

—Scott Dietz

U.S. army advisors working with iraqi army’s 5th Motorized transportation regiment wear Wheaton t-shirts.
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CAMPUs CALEnDAR

DeceMBeR

2 Southeastern Massachusetts 
Wind Symphony Holiday 
Spectacular | Led by music direc-
tor and conductor earl Raney. 
Weber theatre, Watson Fine arts, 
3 p.m. 

Holiday Vespers concert | the 
Wheaton Chorale, directed by 
assistant Professor of Music tim 
harbold. Cole Memorial Chapel, 
7:30 p.m.

3 Student recitals | Singing 
and musical performances. Cole 
Memorial Chapel, 5 p.m.

World Music Ensemble | 
exploration of world music 
traditions. Directed by Visiting 
Instructor of Music Sheila Falls-
Keohane. Weber theatre, Watson 
Fine arts, 7:30 p.m.

7 Student Film Festival | Films 
written, produced and directed by 
students. ellison Lecture, Watson 
Fine arts, 7:30 p.m.

9 Great Woods Chamber 
Orchestra winter concert | 
Baroque and seasonal favorites. 
Led by music director and con-
ductor earl Raney. Weber theatre, 
Watson Fine arts, 7:30 p.m.

FeBRuARy 

4 Correspondences: 
Contemporary Art from the 
Colección Patricia Phelps de 
Cisneros | exhibition of 37 
artworks including paintings, 
sculpture and photographs from 
the collection of Patricia Phelps 
de Cisneros ’69. Beard Gallery/

Weil Gallery. opening reception 
Feb. 4. exhibition runs through 
april 10.

12 Loser Concert | The King’s 
Singers. Performance by the 
group often described as the 
world’s premier a cappella singing 
ensemble. Cole Memorial Chapel, 
8 p.m. For free tickets, call 
508-286-3515.

21 Trybe Gala 2008 | 
Performance by the student-run 
dance ensemble trybe features a 
wide array of dance styles—belly 
dancing to hip hop—from a va-
riety of cultures. Weber theatre, 
Watson Fine arts, 7:30 p.m. 
Performances also Feb. 22 and 23. 

tickets: 508-286-3365.

28 Wheaton College Dance 
Company | Performance di-
rected by associate Professor of 
theatre Cheryl Mrozowski. Weber 
theatre, Watson Fine arts, 8 p.m. 
Performances also Feb. 29 and 
March 1. tickets at the Watson 
Box office: 508-286-3575. 

MARcH

3–6 New Plays Festival 2008 
| Showcase of student works, 
coordinated by Visiting Professor 
of Dramaturgy Julie Fei-Fan Balzer, 
assistant Professor of english 
Charlotte Meehan and Professor 
of theatre David Fox. Kresge 
experimental theatre, Watson Fine 
arts, 7:30 p.m. 

APRiL

8 Ruby Lecture | Bharati 
Mukherjee, award-winning Indian-
born american writer of fiction 
and nonfiction, including The Tree 
Bride, Days and Nights in Calcutta 
and The Sorrow and the Terror: 
The Haunting Legacy of the Air 
India Tragedy. Mary Lyon hall, 
holman Room, 7:30 p.m.

10–12 Department of Theatre 
Studies & Dance Mainstage 
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Production | Directed by David 
Fox. tickets available at the 
Watson Box office: 508-286-
3575. Weber theatre, Watson 
Fine arts, 7:30 p.m. Performances 
also april 17 through 19.

16 Senior Studio Art Majors 
Exhibition | annual show of paint-
ing, printmaking, graphic design, 
drawing, sculpture, photography, 
textile and jewelry design, instal-
lation art and video. exhibition 
advisor, Professor of art andrew 
howard. opening reception, april 
16, 7 p.m., Beard Gallery/Weil 
Gallery, Watson Fine arts. Gallery 
hours: Monday through Saturday, 
12:30–4:30 p.m. exhibition runs 
through May 16.

MAy

4 Great Woods Chamber 
Orchestra Spring Concert | 
ensemble, conducted and 
directed by earl Raney, assistant 
professor of music, presents a 
program featuring the winners of 
Wheaton’s annual concerto/aria 
competition. Weber theatre, 
Watson Fine arts, 7:30 p.m.

all programs and events subject to change;  
for more information and the latest calendar 
listings, visit www.wheatoncollege.edu

For fall sports schedule, visit  
www.wheatoncollege.edu/athletics

Wheaton College Dance Company performs February 28, 29 and March 1.

From “Correspondences: Contemporary art from the Colección patricia phelps de 
Cisneros” on display in Beard Gallery and Weil Gallery, February 4–april 10. 

alejandro Otero, Coloritmo, 1956, Duco on wood (16 9/16 x 67 1/16 x 1 3/16.) 
Courtesy Colección Patricia Phelps de Cisneros.
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Cassini image of 
Saturn’s moon, 
enceladus, shows 
the fountain-like 
sources of the fine 
spray of material 
that towers over the 
south polar region. 

collins’s view in USA Today
enceladus, one of Saturn’s icy moons, 
continues to intrigue scientists and the 
general public because of the potential 
for life indicated by the geysers spewing 
from the moon that were first captured in 
images taken two years ago by the Cassini 
spacecraft.

In a USA Today story, associate 
Professor of Geology Geoff Collins 
commented on the interest. “If we didn’t 
have any close-up images, it would be 
easy to write enceladus off as being too 
small to be very geologically interesting,” 
he told USA Today. “now that we’ve 
seen all of this intense current activity on 
such a tiny world, we need to explain 
why it’s happening there.”

Collins, in research conducted with 
assistant Professor of Physics Jason 
Goodman, has proposed that there is 
a liquid sea beneath the surface of the 
moon that caused the geysers. 

Chronicle looks at 
new orientation
the Chronicle of Higher 
Education featured Wheaton’s 
new approach to orientation for 
new tenure-track faculty mem-
bers. Instead of the traditional 
one-day welcome, this year 
Wheaton created a semester-
long seminar to immerse faculty 
into the college’s history, phi-
losophy and culture. 

the basics are still there but 
the scope of the orientation is 
broader, with an emphasis on 
discussion and collaboration 
among new faculty members. 
Provost Molly easo Smith told 
the Chronicle that she chose 
the seminar format so that new 
faculty would think of them-
selves as an active part of the 
campus from the beginning. 
“We wanted to signal very early 
on,” Smith said, “that what we 

become lies in part in the hands 
of the faculty that join us.”

Tribune turns to 
Huiskamp
the Chicago Tribune turned to 
associate Professor of Political 
Science Gerard huiskamp for 
commentary for a story about 
the tactics of the anti-war group 
Code Pink, whose members 
dress in loud pink outfits and 
use theatrics in protests, causing 
some to criticize their approach.

huiskamp pointed out in an 
interview that the group’s atten-
tion-getting style of protesting is 
not new. “In the labor move-
ment, folks would sing songs 
as part of a camaraderie on the 
picket lines. In the civil rights 
movement, they’d sing religious 
hymns,” he said. “But in terms of 
street theater, that’s more closely 
aligned with what Code Pink 

does, that came about during 
the Vietnam War.”

huiskamp also noted that, 
“Politics and speaking out about 
something serious doesn’t have 
to be somber and dry.”

Globe features 
students’ activism
a Boston Globe story about 
corporate-style student activ-
ism in the 21st century featured 
Wheaton and the approach 
students took in persuading the 
board of trustees to divest from 
its endowment holdings any 
direct investments in companies 
identified as conducting business 
in Sudan.

at Wheaton, students tackled 
the divestment issue like a “re-
search seminar,” assistant Vice 
President for Communications 
Michael Graca told the Globe. 
they invited specialists to lec-

tures and presented a detailed 
divestment proposal to trustees 
that, after months of discussion, 
led to unanimous approval of 
the new policy. 

cBSNews.com gets 
dean’s advice
Dean of Students Sue alexander 
offered her advice in a 
CBSnews.com story about how 
online reputations are increas-
ingly important in social lives, 
the workplace and school, and 
need to be guarded.

Colleges and university ad-
missions officials are not  
yet factoring in online in-
formation about applicants. 
however, alexander noted in 
the web story, “students need 
to understand who they are 
talking to on these sites and set 
their privacy settings accord-
ingly.” Q



18  Wheaton Quarterly

Food for Thought
Students eat up lessons  

from The Omnivore’s Dilemma

 

Early onE SEptEmbEr morning, long before many students were even 
thinking about breakfast, eight first-year students, biology professor betsey Dyer 
and instructor of biology Deborah Cato were up at 5:30 a.m. to harvest food 
from moose Hill Community Farm a few miles from Wheaton College. 

Spread out in rows of waist-high greenery, they picked cherry tomatoes and 
green beans until they filled several buckets and their pants legs were wet with 
morning dew. they worked for hours to gather food to distribute to local families 
and to preserve for an end-of-the-semester First-year Seminar dinner. and they 
still had a full day of classes awaiting them. yet, they didn’t seem to mind.

a good lesson can have that effect. 
as part of curriculum designed around the assigned summer reading of The 

Omnivore’s Dilemma by michael pollan, First-year Seminar students learned to 
get in touch with the natural source of their food, which—despite how easy it is 
to forget in a highly packaged world—does not grow on grocery store shelves.

Wheaton traditionally assigns summer reading. but this academic year, faculty 
members have helped students take the assignment further than it ever has been 
before, deepening the learning experience—from the classroom to local forests 
and gardens, even to the kitchen of the presidents’ House. the approach fits in 
perfectly with Wheaton’s emphasis on approaching subjects from many different 
perspectives.
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lison mehlhorn ’11 said the harvesting brought the 
book to life for her. 

“i really enjoyed the harvesting. it was work; 
we got a little sweaty. but it was definitely 
a lot of fun, and the little orange tomatoes 

tasted so sweet,” she said. “it made me think about sustainable 
produce, and i would definitely participate in an experience 
such as this again.” 

the central focus of the wildly popular Omnivore’s 
Dilemma—understanding where our food comes from and the 
impact it has on everything from personal health to the global 
environment—was incorporated into the curriculum of several 
First-year Seminar courses. Students were required to write es-
says in response to the book.

Charlotte meehan, assistant professor of English and play-
wright-in-residence, asked her students to write a dramatic 
scene based on their feelings about the book. one of the best 
was a scene that had pollan and his family in a mcDonald’s 
of the future in which meals are identified only by the objec-
tionable ingredients that most people have supersized at some 
point.

During orientation, more than 400 freshmen packed Cole 
memorial Chapel for a two-hour symposium on the book that 
featured a panel discussion led by three professors and three 
students. (Dyer even shucked an ear of corn to prove that she 
knows more than just a little about farms, having grown up 

on one.) During a provocative question-and-answer session,  
some students agreed with the principles of the book, saying it 
changed their way of eating. Some pointed out the impractical-
ity of being so selective about eating while on a college campus. 
others questioned whether those of limited economic means 
can afford to eat organic foods.

in october, several students baked bread with professional chef 
Jesse Ziff Cool and made apple dumplings with son Jonah Cool 
’04 for a dinner for 60 guests hosted by president ronald Crutcher 
and betty neal Crutcher. Dyer, Cato and associate professor of 
religion Jonathan brumberg-Kraus in early summer created a 
campus garden near balfour-Hood Center that students tended. 

Students foraged for food on and around campus, picked wild 
grapes and made grape jelly. they plucked apples from trees 
on campus and made applesauce and dried apples. they also 
gathered acorns to make acorn flour and harvest muffins.

and on their own, many began several social networking 
groups on Facebook to discuss the concepts in pollan’s book.

Dyer, Cato and brumberg-Kraus organized the work at the 
community farm in Sharon, mass., created the balfour-Hood 
garden and arranged a sustainable banquet as part of their three 
First-year Seminars, making it a creative interdisciplinary col-
laboration between two biologists and a religion professor.

“the three of us, over many lunches in the Faculty Dining 
room, decided we wanted to work together to create oppor-
tunities for us and our students to turn the theory of pollan’s 

by randell Kennedy and Sandy Coleman
photography by michael Dwyer and Keith nordstrom
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Students participate in a symposium on the book (top and left). Biology professor Betsey Dyer makes a point about food ingredients.

Omnivore’s Dilemma into practice,” said brumberg-Kraus.
it worked. all the different approaches to the topic made it 

easier to understand what the author was saying, said Sarah 
bertrand ’11. “talking about it with the whole freshman class 
during orientation brought up a lot of points and opinions.” 

She especially gained a lot from the harvesting at the 
sustained agriculture farm in Sharon. “it took patience to fin-
ish picking and to repeatedly do it. it feels time-consuming 
to pick one tomato or bean at a time if we are used to going 
to a grocery store and buying produce prepackaged and 
gathered, little effort required. but the experience reminded 
me that someone is picking the food we buy at the grocery 
store off plants too, just like we did, and that food one way 

or another depends on the earth 
too. in short, it made me take the 
food less for granted.”

mathematics professor and 
associate provost bill goldbloom 
bloch assigned the summer read-
ing. “The Omnivore’s Dilemma 
explores questions to which 
everyone can relate,” he said. 
“What to have for dinner and the 
choices that go into food selec-
tion are both timely and thought 
provoking in part because we live 
in a country where the array of 

food choices seems overwhelming for many of us.” 
bloch notes that the book has united many talented faculty 

members who also happen to be “foodies” and represents 
Wheaton’s own special take on the “locavore” food movement 
that is raising awareness and enlightening people about local 
food and sustainability in communities coast to coast.

although Wheaton has been assigning summer reading for 
incoming students for more than 25 years, bloch says the book 
represents one of the most interdisciplinary reading assignments 
he has seen. “its focus includes science, global sustainability 
and the humanities.” it sparked input from students even before 
they arrived on campus in blackboard discussions and e-mail 
exchanges inquiring about the college’s food choices.
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 A taste of student 
opinion
Freshmen were required to write 
essays in response to the as-
signed summer reading of The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma for First-

year Seminar. Here are excerpts 
from some of the essays.

• • •

i alrEaDy KnEW that a lot of what pollan 
says is true. i have been growing my own 
strawberries, raspberries and blackberries 
for years. they are always amazing. and 
i could never understand, still don’t, how 
people could eat berries from the grocery 
store—they just don’t compare. things 
grown with care, without pesticides or 
fertilizers, things that are fresh—not picked 
and then shipped across the continent, but 
picked in the garden and a few hours later 
placed on a dinner plate—have always 
been better than food from the grocery 
store. perhaps that made me even more 
receptive to the other things that pollan 
had to say. i never cared one way or the 
other what i ate. Sure, organic was prob-
ably better, but i didn’t go out of my way 
to buy or eat organic food. i considered 
the cows and pigs once or twice, but like 
everyone else, chose to eat without think-
ing—i figured that the cow would be killed 

and turned into hamburger whether i ate 
it or not. i knew mcDonald’s is unhealthy, 
but did it really matter? not enough to 
stop me from eating there once in a while. 
However, this book really did impact my 
eating habits. i have stopped drinking soda, 
which i drank almost exclusively before, 
and Snapple, for the high fructose corn 
syrup that seems to be taking over the food 
industry. i now shop at the farmer’s market 
for my produce, and grace my friends 
with fun facts about feedlots and industrial 
organic farming.

—Elizabeth anne Calder ’11
 “Current Economic Controversies” 

with economics professor John 
alexander gildea

• • •

pollan’S anSWEr iS SimplE and 
surprisingly relatable. between the two 
extremes of self-sufficiency and the drive-
thru, we need to exercise moderation. 
there’s no harm in a stop at mcDonald’s 
every once in a while but many times, 
as i’ve sat in its bright red booths staring 
out at the golden arches, i have wanted 
to know more about my food than the 
fact that it’s a supersized number seven 
with sweet and sour sauce. Similarly, i’ve 
wondered how it is that i could be eating a 
ripe kiwi in the middle of a maine winter. 

What we need to consider is not so much 
calories in each meal but the fact that we 
eat each meal, as pollan puts it, “by the 
grace of nature, not industry,” and we 
should never fail to contemplate the true 
cost of having the food on our plate.

—Colby Jenkins ’11 
“the Complete amateur naturalist”
with biology professor betsey Dyer

• • •

poSSibly, pollan gavE a littlE too 
muCH information about where our food 
comes from, how it is contrived, what 
chemicals are used to make it taste a little 
better, what our meat was fed while liv-
ing and how it was slaughtered, because 
i, once an avid steak consumer, can no 
longer eat red meat unless i know exactly 
where it came from, which, as pollan de-
scribes, is almost impossible to determine. 
the american food system is much less a 
system of food but a system of ingredients 
and chemicals mixed and arranged to 
resemble something much like that of food. 
our taste buds have been fooled, but in 
reading this book our mind now knows of 
this trickery.

—abigale magruder ’11 
“united States minority Education and us”

with associate professor of psychology 
Derek price

“… tHE ExpEriEnCE rEminDED mE tHat SomEonE iS piCKing tHE FooD 

WE buy at tHE groCEry StorE oFF plantS too, JuSt liKE WE DiD, anD it 

maDE mE taKE tHE FooD lESS For grantED.” —Sarah bertrand ’11

bloch says that there was “a big wave of interest and 
changes made to food choices on campus” during the 1970s, 
and that he anticipates a new debate to begin as a result of the 
required reading. 

brumberg-Kraus, who teaches a popular First-year Seminar 
on food and ritual, initially suggested The Omnivore’s 
Dilemma.

Dyer also enthusiastically pushed for the book. “it made 
perfect sense to me, and the book serves the purpose of 
connecting the classroom experience with understanding 
the natural world, sustainable agriculture, local food and our 
relationship to our environment.” 

Cato points out that the fact that Wheaton owns a share of 
the nine-acre Sharon community farm embodies many of the 

ideas that pollan presented in his book. “the food is grown 
organically and members have access to local foods that weren’t 
shipped halfway across the world using many gallons of carbon-
based fuel.” 

in December, the students will share in a harvest feast 
featuring all the local foods they have gathered throughout the 
semester (canned and frozen by Dyer, Cato and brumberg-
Kraus), as well as meat and eggs from Dyer’s family farm in 
rehoboth, mass. brumberg-Kraus’s students designed rituals for 
the final banquet inspired by pollan’s sustainable banquet at the 
end of his book.

“So students have not only read pollan’s book, they’ve lived 
it,” said Cato. “they know exactly where this food has come 
from and have worked to get it to the table.” Q
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Cool Cooks
“WEar SomEtHing tHat nEEDS a littlE 
Flour on it.”

that’s what Jonah Cool ’04 jokingly advised 
for students who joined him to make several 
dozen apple dumplings for a fall dinner hosted by 
president ronald Crutcher and betty neal Crutcher 
for First-year Seminar students, faculty and admin-
istrative mentors.

the same advice held true for the next day 
when flour-covered students spent the morning 
helping award-winning California-based chef Jesse 
Ziff Cool, Jonah’s mother, make loaves and loaves 
of whole wheat soda bread. the bread was served 
at a campuswide lecture that she gave about 
sustainable agriculture and cuisine, which she has 
been dedicated to for more than 30 years. 

both cooking sessions were in keeping with 
the theme of the FyS summer reading of The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma, which became a significant 
part of a multilevel learning experience this fall.

“Sustainability is such a buzzword these days. 
What i think is missing is a real understanding of 
where food comes from and all of the implications 
for health, for safety, for nutrition and for com-
munity,” said Jesse Ziff Cool, the author of seven 
cookbooks and owner of three restaurants.

Having students cook bread, apple dumplings 
or anything rather than buy it from a grocery store 

helps them make a connection to the source of the 
food, she said.  “Somebody grows that food. When 
you work with basic, good food, it gives greater 
meaning to what you eat.”

Jonah Zimet ’11 had never baked before so he 
learned something new. Erin morrissey ’08 has 
been baking for most of her life (according to her 
mom bernice morrissey, who joined the group), so 
she got to do what she loves in a more thoughtful 
way.

the Cools worked together to prepare for the 
dinner at the presidents’ House, driving around to 
gather ingredients from local growers. Jonah Cool, 
currently a graduate student pursuing biomedi-
cal research at Duke university, volunteers at a 
pig farm in north Carolina. So, he brought fresh, 
naturally raised antibiotic- and hormone-free pork 
for the meal.

He has been cooking since childhood and regu-
larly works as a sous chef with his mom for large 
events, so returning to Wheaton to share his pas-
sion for food in a meaningful way was a real treat.

“it’s a flattering thing to come back to school,” 
he said. “Food especially has been an important 
part of my life. to cook in a place where i’ve eaten 
a lot and share the work that my mother and i 
have been doing is exciting.” Q

—Sandy Coleman
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Jonah Cool ’04 explains the fine points of pastry rolling, below, and 
California restaurateur and author Jesse Ziff Cool (opposite page) 
shows James partridge, 4, son of assistant professor of philosophy John 
partridge, how to get into bread dough as religion professor Jonathan 
brumberg-Kraus measures buttermilk and Jonah Zimet ’11 works a 
lump of dough.
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“i’m here to connect two of my worlds—norton and Wheaton,” professor of 

psychology grace baron says, addressing a crowd in the Woolley room, “through a program that i love.”

baron introduces the course instructor, geoffrey Collins, who steps to the podium. behind him, an imposing 

image of a space satellite fills a wall screen. in front of him, a group of mostly gray-haired—and entirely atten-

tive—students fill the seats.

B y  H a n n a H  B e n o i t

“and i’m here to introduce you to my world—all things ex-
traterrestrial,” says the Wheaton assistant professor of geology. 
“Can anyone identify the object on the screen?”

Several hands shoot up, and Collins calls on a man toward 
the front. “it’s Sputnik,” the student says, correctly identifying 
the unmanned russian satellite that was the first to orbit the 
Earth 50 years ago.

and so begins the first session of “Exploring other Worlds,” 
one of three courses offered to adult learners this fall by the 
norton institute for Continuing Education (niCE). the program, 
a partnership between Wheaton and the Epoch senior living 
center of norton, has been offering noncredit college-level 
courses to local seniors since 1999. the courses, taught by 
Wheaton faculty and other local authorities, have addressed 
such diverse topics as american musical theater, the Civil War, 
new England architecture and world religions. niCE also spon-
sors free public lectures at Wheaton.

as niCE co-founder baron points out, this partnership is just 
one of many long-standing collaborations between town and 
gown.

“Wheaton has a series of rich, sustained, reciprocal partner-
ships in this town,” says the longtime norton resident, “but 
sometimes they’re almost like family relationships. people don’t 
know about them outside the family.”

So let it be known: the world at our doorstep is not worlds 
apart. For decades, local organizations and individuals have 
extended a host of learning opportunities to Wheaton students, 
while the campus community has reached out to its neighbors 
through community service, athletic opportunities, educational 
programming and the arts. these partnerships reflect the mutual 
interests of college and community, as well as Wheaton’s em-
phasis on extending learning beyond the classroom.

the norton institute is one of the most successful of these 
collaborations. “the students who take our courses and attend 
the lectures always rave about the wonderful campus and pro-
fessors,” says niCE president Kaaren Harrington. “Everyone at 
Wheaton is cooperative and accommodating, and public Safety 
makes it possible for physically handicapped students to be 
dropped off close to the classrooms.”

A shared history

Wheaton’s tradition of community involvement dates back to 
the institution’s earliest days. as founding mother Eliza baylies 
Wheaton said of the seminary students of the 19th century: “it 
is my wish and hope that as they come in contact with the world, 
it shall be the better and happier for their having lived in it.”

the family members who founded the female seminary that 
would become Wheaton College were also the town’s primary 

A  
world  
of good

Wheaton’s community connections
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benefactors. they built norton’s first public library on family 
land, donated land for a public high school and co-founded the 
trinitarian Congregational Church. the family patriarch, Judge 
laban Wheaton, served as town moderator for 20 terms, and his 
son laban morey Wheaton held multiple posts in town govern-
ment (after his wife Eliza cured him of his penchant for carousing).

over the years, more than two dozen faculty and staff 
members have followed the Wheatons’ lead, serving in town 
government on the school committee, the board of selectmen, 
the finance committee, the public library board and more.

but despite the shared history of town and college, relations 
between the two have not always been harmonious. When the 
seminary became a four-year college in 1912, it began to devel-
op and change much more rapidly than the town, according to 
college historian paul Helmreich, professor of history emeritus. 
With the completion of Cole Chapel in 1917–18, the college 
severed its long-standing ties with the trinitarian church, which 
Eliza baylies Wheaton had cherished as dearly as the seminary. 
many townspeople saw the rift as an insult to her memory, 
writes Helmreich in his history of the college.

much of Wheaton’s property is tax-exempt, a status that has 
rankled some residents over the years. in 1939 the college 
opposed the building of a dog-racing track in norton and the 
project was rejected at town meeting. bitterness lingered for 
years, according to Helmreich, who recalls: “i was still hearing 
in the sixties the view that all of the town’s financial woes could 
be blamed on Wheaton for opposing the track, which would 
have generated much-needed tax revenue.”

in the late 1960s, under president William prentice, the 
college agreed to pay the town a sum equal to the taxes that 
would have been assessed on all college property not used for 
educational purposes, including housing rented by the college 
to faculty and staff.

town-gown relations gradually improved in the 1980s and 
’90s, as norton’s population swelled and more white-collar pro-
fessionals moved in. Wheaton president alice F. Emerson present-
ed the town with gifts of emergency-rescue equipment from the 
college, and her successor Dale rogers marshall worked closely 
with norton officials, earning their respect and admiration.

Give and take

but even when town-gown relations have been rocky, Wheaton 
students and faculty have forged meaningful partnerships with 
neighbors in norton and other local communities. by one 
count, those relationships now number well over 100.

many out-of-classroom initiatives are tied to the curriculum, 
reflecting the college’s commitment to experiential learning. Each 
year, more than 90 Wheaton students participate in fieldwork and 
student teaching in local public and independent schools and 
child care centers in norton and nearby communities.

the college’s relationship with local schools is so extensive 
that grace baron calls it “the Queen mother of our commu-
nity partnerships.” Wheaton students contribute to the schools 
through their student teaching, research projects and tutoring 
while also benefiting from the supervision and guidance of the 
schools’ teachers, some of whom also serve as visiting instructors 
at Wheaton.

“it’s a mutual give-and-take,” says Education Department chair 
vicki bartolini of this multifaceted alliance. “We regularly tap the 
expertise of our community partners for presentations, teaching 
courses and collaborating on the focus of student placements. 
practicing teachers provide us with a reality check, too. they are 
teaching in the schools every day.”

Wheaton has had a relationship with the attleboro public 
Schools for more than 30 years. in an era of high-stakes testing 
and increasing mandates on public education, second-grade 
teacher Claire mallett finds that working with student teachers is 
“the antidote to teacher burnout.”

“Having a future teacher in my classroom refocuses my vi-
sion on the prize that is real learning for all,” mallett says. “the 
Wheaton student brings a vitality and earnest desire to make a 
difference in the lives of children. often, there is a very special 
bond that grows between my students and the Wheaton student, 
who is almost like a trusted older sibling to them. Wheaton stu-
dents breathe life into our classrooms!”

Students in the education course “multiple perspectives in 
literacy” get to field-test their learning at the bennett Elementary 
School in taunton, where they pair up with second graders for 
one-on-one tutoring. the Wheaton students plan all the lessons, 
using rhyming activities, music, drawing and poetry writing to 
make reading appealing. their “literacy buddies” revel in the 
special attention.

“this is an amazing opportunity for my students to see the 
critical literacy theories they read about and discuss on campus 
actualized in this very diverse urban elementary school,” says 
mary lee griffin, associate professor of education.

Down the road in plainville, mass., students in barbara 
Darling-Smith’s “religion and Ecology” course have participated 
in service-learning internships at the Crystal Spring Earth learning 
Center since 1996. the students have assisted with worm com-
posting, organic gardening, producing educational materials, cre-
ating ecological games for the center’s children’s camp and other 
projects. the class has also visited as a group to observe how the 
three Dominican sisters who run the center combine their sense 
of spirituality with a sense of stewardship toward the earth.

“often, students have traveled to Crystal Spring on their own to 
do afternoon work projects,” says Darling-Smith. “these always 
delight the hearts of both the Crystal Spring sisters, who are grate-
ful for the help, and the students, who appreciate the kindness 
and warm hospitality they receive at Crystal Spring.”

First-year students harvest vegetables at farm and carry out service projects in local towns.
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the sisters of Crystal Spring and the organic farmer who runs 
their community-supported agriculture program have also come 
to Wheaton, to speak to Donna Kerner’s anthropology course, 
“Feast or Famine: the Ecology and politics of Food.”

other community projects are run independently by students 
outside of class. through norton youth theatre (nyt), Wheaton 
thespians share their skills with 30 local schoolchildren to pro-
duce a fully staged children’s musical each year at norton middle 
School. in December, the young actors will sing and dance their 
hearts out in Annie Junior, an adaptation of the musical Annie. 
Emma allen, daughter of music Department faculty members 
matthew allen and Julie Searles, will play the title role.

through nyt, the Wheaton students have come to know 
many children and parents in town, says Danielle ricci ’09, the 
group’s choreographer. the families in turn learn that “Wheaton 
is not just a place for rich kids. We’re real people who are trying 
to build up a life for ourselves. We do nyt because we love 
musical theater and we want to help kids.”

ricci aspires to a career on broadway: singing, dancing, 
acting, directing—she wants it all. nyt gives her a chance to 
practice every aspect of her craft through teaching.

Will levenson ’09 is the show’s director, while music major 
alexander grover ’09 serves as the music director. “i was in 
Annie when i was in middle school,” grover says. “to go from 
performing in it to teaching it is pretty special.”

With years of saxophone lessons and band membership to 
his credit, grover had considered a conservatory education, but 
he says that at Wheaton “the opportunities are endless. i can 
be involved in norton youth theatre and direct an a cappella 
group [the gentlemen Callers] and still take Spanish and have 
my music major.”

Partners in learning

although nyt is entirely student run, it now falls under the 
wing of Wheaton’s office of Service, Spirituality and Social 
responsibility (SSSr), established in December 2005. the 
creation of SSSr represents a major institutional commitment to 
students’ community service and co-curricular projects.

“the office builds on an ethic of service that is as old as the 
Wheaton Female Seminary,” says vereene parnell, associate 
dean of SSSr. “it also builds on the pioneering work of the 
Filene Center and professors such as grace baron, Ed tong 
[biology] and Derek price [psychology], who have supported 
curriculum-based experiential learning for over two decades. 
However, it is the passion of our students that ‘drives this bus.’ 
they bring the ideas and the energy.”

that energy was in high gear during fall semester, as Wheaton’s 
first-year students rolled up their sleeves to complete service 
projects for a dozen organizations at 25 local sites, including 
Head Start, the arc of northern bristol County and the norton 

public library park. Known as Season of Service, this new SSSr 
initiative expands upon Wheaton’s traditional service day. on 
one Saturday morning alone, 100 students visited residences 
managed by taunton Housing authority (directed by Colleen 
Doherty ’90) to do everything from washing walls and flipping 
mattresses to cleaning ovens and raking courtyards. the projects 
gave new students a chance to get to know their neighbors as 
well as their classmates. and as one elderly resident said as a 
student cleaned his windows, “this is wonderful!”

Since taking office in 2004, president ronald Crutcher has 
reached out to the community in several other ways. He has 
hosted dinners at his home with local officials, businesspersons 
and educators to begin a dialogue on issues of common concern, 
such as the depressed literacy rate in bristol County. and in 
2005, the president revived Wheaton’s tradition of Community 
Day, welcoming hundreds of local residents to campus for 
a festive day of arts, entertainment and hands-on activities. 
Wheaton’s student athletes, who regularly conduct community 
sports clinics for children, are also active on Community Day, 
when they host activities for kids in Haas athletic Center.

the theme of Community Day 2007 was “partners in 
learning,” and it included a reception honoring the people 
and organizations that have provided enriching experiences to 
Wheaton students in recent years. more than 30 local partners 
attended the gathering.

“i talk about ‘partners in learning’ a lot,” says parnell, “be-
cause it’s important for people to understand that the commu-
nity is contributing to our students’ education as much as our 
students are giving back to the community.”

While Wheaton students have been organizing and lead-
ing community service projects for a long time, the office of 
SSSr has given them a home base, staffed by people who are 
there to support them. the dean and her staff—viSta volun-
teer Katherine Jennings and administrative assistant barbara 
bayon—are also there to gently challenge students to think 
about how they can contribute to local organizations in a 
sustainable way. “i tell them, ‘you can’t just fill the volunteer 
spots, because in may, you’ll be gone.’ it’s an exercise in prob-
lem solving for the students,” parnell says.

the dean also stresses that service can be an interaction that 
benefits everyone involved. “We have to move beyond the 
charity model of service,” she says, “because that is a one-way, 
top-down approach: ‘We of great bounty give to those in need.’ 
that might make us feel good for a while, but it doesn’t address 
the systemic issues or get all of us working together to create a 
better community.”

When we all work together, says parnell, we are able to learn 
from the experience and wisdom of others. “Students have a lot to 
learn outside the classroom. We’re fortunate that our surrounding 
communities are inviting us in and giving us that chance.” Q

Community Day draws local residents to campus for fun; a student washes walls during a Season of Service project.
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Working togetHer:
Wheaton’s community partnerships

in this article, we have highlighted just a few of the college’s local relationships. below is a small sampling of the many 

other community organizations and programs that provide learning and service opportunities for Wheaton students.

america reads

the arc of northern bristol County

attleboro and norton public libraries

big brothers big Sisters

Capron park and Zoo

the Children’s Studio

Cupboard of Kindness food pantry

Elisabeth amen nursery School

great Woods Chamber orchestra

groden Center

Handi Kids

land preservation Society of norton

moose Hill Community Farm

museum at the mill, attleboro

my turn/HEro

new Hope, inc.

norton Conservation Commission

the norton Singers

old Colony Habitat for Humanity

relay for life

Schools of norton, attleboro, mansfield and taunton

Self-Help Head Start, norton

Southeastern massachusetts Wind Symphony

Southwick’s Zoo

Sturdy memorial Hospital

Winslow Farm animal Sanctuary

ymCa organizations
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Scientist katie touhey ’93  
rescues stranded  

sea animals

By SAnDy ColemAn

Life 
guard
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uly 29, 2002. 6:30 a.m. Katie touhey’s phone 
rang. Six pilot whales had beached themselves 
in Dennis, mass. touhey, senior scientist and 
executive director of the Cape Cod Stranding 
network, raced to the office to load rescue 
gear. another call. ten pilot whales were on the 

beach. another call, 30. then, nearly 60.
touhey, her staff, hundreds of her volunteers, onlookers and 

vacationers worked to save the whales. She and her team tried 
to coax the two-ton creatures back into the water. the crowd 
formed a water bucket brigade to cool them on one of the hot-
test days of the season. they managed to get some back only 
to have 40 of them re-strand the following day. 

 “not a single animal survived,” touhey ‘93 said recently 
as she stared down at her conference table and quietly relived 
it. “that was probably the most traumatic and life-changing 
experience i’ve ever had.”

She came to an important realization that day: She won’t 
always win the battle to save lives, but she will never be de-
feated as long as she keeps trying and continues her scientific 
research to solve the riddle of why marine mammals beach 
themselves.

“i had a reporter that night say to me: ‘How do you deal 
with such a failure?’ and [that question] was what helped 
me change my perspective on what success is. i looked at 

J
the reporter and i said, ‘Well, we didn’t fail.’ as far as i know 
nobody named me god. We don’t control the natural environ-
ment and we can’t control these animals. nobody got hurt. We 
used everything in our means to try to release them. it didn’t 
work. but, what’s failure? We still learned a lot and we did 
everything we could. Failure would have been not trying.”

Responding to a great need

the nonprofit Cape Cod Stranding network, which operates on 
about $400,000 annually in gifts and grants, responds to 500 
to 700 calls a year to help stranded marine mammals—mostly 
atlantic white-sided and common dolphins, seals and pilot 
whales. of those, 200 to 220 need intervention and medical 
care. Winter is the busiest season, and new England is one of 
the three hot spots worldwide for mass strandings (from two 
to 100 or more animals). Cape Cod averages five to six mass 
strandings per year. However, the trend is on the upswing. in 
2006, there were 14 mass strandings in the region. 

the network covers about 700 miles of coastline. touhey, 
a Wheaton Scholar who thought she wanted to be an envi-
ronmental writer until her first science class here changed her 
mind, studied environmental science at Wheaton and got a 
master’s of environmental management from Duke university. 
She began as the stranding network coordinator in 1998 and 
shortly after became senior scientist and executive director.  

atlantic white-sided dolphins receive some tLC after mass stranding.
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as director, she does a lot of everything—responds to strand-
ings, collects samples and data, examines bodies for evidence 
of human interaction, conducts necropsies, writes grants for 
funding and even cleans up the lunchroom when it is her turn.

Since her start, the organization has grown from a paid staff 
of two to its current four full-time workers and one part-timer. 
Currently, her team of volunteers consists of 350 dedicated indi-
viduals spread out in the region, one emergency phone call away.

the Cape Cod Stranding network recently has merged with 
the yarmouth port-based international Fund for animal Welfare 
(iFaW), one of the nation’s top environmental organizations. 
the partnership combines the network’s staff and volunteers 
with the international Fund for animal Welfare’s worldwide 
resources, which lifts the network’s administrative burden, 
provides access to international scientific resources, and allows 
touhey and her team to better focus on stranding response, 
research and public education. in the fall, the network moved 
its offices from inside of the national marine life Center in 
buzzards bay to yarmouth port.

“this is a huge leap forward for us and for the animals,” said 
touhey. and it’s a long way to come from the hand-me-down 
truck and handful of rescue stretchers of the network’s start. 

a.J. Cady, iFaW’s director of animals in crisis and distress,  

said the benefits are mutual. given his organization’s global 
focus, Cady said he hopes to use the “world-class stranding 
team here on Cape Cod as a model for other hot spots around 
the world.”

touhey considers the merger the ultimate validation of the 
network. those who know her are not surprised.

“Katie has become a leader in the field of stranding response 
and in the treatment of live animal stranding events,” said 
William mclellan, the north Carolina state stranding coordi-
nator and large whale mortality team leader for the stranding 
program at the university of north Carolina Wilmington. He 
worked with her on marine mammal strandings in the mid-’90s 
when she was finishing her master’s at Duke and volunteering 
with a stranding network. 

“She has shown incredible poise dealing with both the ethi-
cal and humane treatment of stranded animals and the courte-
ous and professional treatment of people who are attracted to 
live stranding events,” he said. “live stranding events are, by 
definition, stressful on the animals, and the humans who are 
participating. Katie and the Cape Cod Stranding network have 
developed standard operating procedures that are based on 
good science and are non-negotiable in the field. the proce-
dures that have been developed on the Cape have organized 
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the network has been working with Woods Hole researchers 
studying diseases that affect marine life. 

“marine mammals, especially dolphins, are pretty good senti-
nels, kind of like the canary in the coal mine. they tell us what 
is going on in the environment around them,” said touhey. 

“marine mammal science is a young science. most of what 
we know about marine mammals comes from stranded animals 
because they are so hard to study in the wild. there are select 
areas, like in Florida, where there are in-depth, long-term stud-
ies of wild populations. but generally you go on a whale watch 
and you see some animals and you see them for a very small 
percentage of time and then they are gone…So, there are a lot 
of questions to be answered, especially on the medical side.”

She and her staff have also been working with the 
Smithsonian institution collecting data from live and dead 
stranded marine mammals and reviewing events over the past 
20 to 30 years regionally to see whether there is a pattern to the 
strandings. locally, the network educates the public through 
lectures and visits to public schools. High school students are 
invited to do necropsies of dolphins and seals.

it’s all about the “why.”

literally hundreds of individuals to work as a team and produce 
the best possible results for stranded animals.”

mclellan first encountered touhey when she was called 
to a stranding event involving a live finback whale that had 
become mired in mud nearly three miles inside of oregon inlet 
in north Carolina. “it was subfreezing weather the whole time 
out there…over the course of the three days we spent nearly 22 
hours a day awake and dealing with this particularly challeng-
ing event. i knew Katie was a keeper.”

touhey and her network’s involvement in mass stranding 
prevention is also significant and interesting, said Sue barco, 
stranding response coordinator for the virginia aquarium, who 
also has known touhey since the 1990s.

“the collaborative scientific atmosphere that Katie has 
fostered at the network with the Woods Hole oceanographic 
institute, new England aquarium and others is one of the strong 
points of their work,” said barco. “While a small organization 
like the network may not have the resources to conduct inde-
pendent research, Katie recognizes the value of the data and 
samples her organization collects, and finds research partners to 
collaborate with.”
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“We always get asked: ‘Why do they strand?’” said touhey. 
“When it’s a single animal, a dolphin or a whale or a seal, the 
majority of the time we can figure out why that animal is there. 
it’s sick, it’s injured, it’s very old, it’s very young and separated 
from its mother. When we have a mass stranding, that’s the 
million-dollar question. Certainly we have some answers. part 
of it is that species that mass strand themselves are very, very 
social animals. in ninety nine percent of the cases around the 
globe the root of the stranding is the social structure. they stick 
together, which is very advantageous to them in the wild. this 
social bond is what makes them strand together, but many 
factors can contribute to why they actually strand: weather, 
bathymetry, tidal fluctations.” 

Following a passion 

Stranding networks were mandated by Congress under the 
marine mammal protection act of 1972. under the national 
marine Fisheries Service, the regional networks provide long-
term management and research programs to conserve and 
protect the animals. 

touhey’s path to the Cape Cod Stranding network began 
with her volunteering to help with the national oceanic and 
atmospheric administration’s annual dolphin count in north 
Carolina in 1994, which eventually led to a paying job coordi-
nating stranding responses. 

but long before that her interest in the environment was 
ignited by the summers the milford, mass., native spent in 
mattapoisett, mass., and by her journey through Wheaton.

Her parents, a retired school teacher mom and former pack-
age store owner dad, had a summer home in the small coastal 
town. She spent her time in programs at the lloyd Center for 
Environmental Studies in nearby Dartmouth, mass. She was 
hooked.

“my brain is rather analytical so the challenge of how things 
work together, how the different elements of an ecosystem 
come together was appealing. For me, it’s really the marine 
environment that does it. i like the whole scientific and environ-
mental field,” she said.

“When i was in high school i didn’t do much in the sciences. 
i was actually discouraged from doing 
that by one of the college placement 
officers. i struggled with chemistry my 
first year in high school and i think he 
thought i couldn’t handle it. the funny 
thing was i really wanted to take ap 
biology as a senior. He didn’t want me 
to do it so i didn’t do it.

“When i got to Wheaton the next year 
i took the introductory bio class, and i 

did really well. that was my life lesson: Don’t let other people 
put limitations on you. once i got to Wheaton i realized, ‘Wait 
a minute, i can do this. i can do what i want to do.’”

after Wheaton, with the encouragement of her biology 
professor Scott Shumway (who remembers her as the student 
who got top exam scores), touhey enrolled in Duke to pur-
sue coastal zone management. She figured she would come 
back to massachusetts and save the coastline from being 
poorly developed or overly developed and protect the natural 
resources.

She worked for the navy briefly in a civilian job as a natural 
resources specialist. the job didn’t fit her so she quit, “which 
almost gave my dad a heart attack. but one thing i do pretty 
well is trust my instincts, trust my gut.”

making a difference

“i’ve always had a sense—and i don’t think i realized it until 
recently—that in order to be really happy i need to feel like 
i’m making a difference.” 

She smiles a lot these days: the network’s mass stranding 
prevention program has been successful for several species. 
it involves responding early when animals are near the shore 
and herding them back out into deeper water, which was not 
done before the stranding network started. and the successful 
release rate for mass stranded cetaceans has increased—from 
40 percent in 2006 to 50 percent in 2007. 

touhey had not planned on a career saving marine mam-
mals. Who would plan on a job that required years of living 
on standby, on-call 24 hours a day, seven days a week, miss-
ing mother’s Day dinners, having most holidays interrupted, 
often missing the endings of movies?

“but it’s feeling like what i do everyday makes some kind 
of difference. at times, it’s hard. you sit back and say, ‘look, 
there are all these people starving in the world—tsunamis and 
hurricanes—i should be helping people.’ but i have a good 
friend who said that everybody has their calling and their 
place. go with it. there is value in what you do.”

last year, the Hotchkiss School in Connecticut, where she 
went to boarding school, gave touhey the Hotchkiss alumni 

Community Service award, presented 
to those who have demonstrated 
through their volunteer and/or voca-
tional endeavors an exemplary sense of 
caring, initiative and ingenuity. She’s 
proud of it.

“When i accepted my award, i said: 
‘Expect greatness from yourself and from 
the people around you. if you don’t 
expect it, you won’t achieve it.’” Q 

 

“expect greatness from yourself and from the people around you.  
If you don’t expect it, you won’t achieve it.’’
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Barbara Flavin Richardson ’71 
is the First Lady of New Mexico. 
Is another First Lady title in 
her future? Yes, if her husband 
New Mexico governor and 
Democratic presidential candi-
date Bill Richardson has his way. 
In the fall, Professor of Political 
Science Jay Goodman asked 
Barbara Richardson about the 
campaign for the White House.

When you were at Wheaton did you 
ever envisage yourself as a major 
player in a family presidential 
campaign?

I was not particularly political 
during college, but became so 
out of necessity during Bill’s 
first congressional campaign in 
1980. He hit the road while I ran 
the office and stuffed envelopes. 
I never envisioned the life we 
would lead or the many experi-
ences we would share, from 
Washington, D.C., to New York 
to New Mexico.

Has your Wheaton experience 
helped you as you fight your way 
through a national campaign?

As a psychology major, I learned 
to put myself in other people’s 
shoes. We are an incredibly 
diverse and complex country. 
While there are certainly univer-
sal issues of national concern—
the war in Iraq, education, health 
care, human rights, employment, 
immigration—there are local 
issues that affect daily life, and a 
national candidate must be aware 
of and sensitive to these issues.

Have you gotten any help from your 
Wheaton friends or has Bill gotten 
any help from his Tufts friends?

We have reconnected with many 
college friends who have held or 

attended fundraisers or who have 
organized events for Bill.

What are your own personal 
duties in this campaign? Are you 
on the road or at home or at the 
headquarters?

While I do not travel with Bill all 
the time, I do meet up with him 
along the way. I try to attend the 
major debates and usually attend 
other calendar events in the 
particular state hosting a debate. 
I also attend neighborhood cof-
fees, so that people have a sense 
of who I am. This campaign is a 
team effort, and people want to 
know as much as they can about 
the candidate they support. I also 
try to keep my schedule in New 
Mexico as First Lady.

How would you describe this 
campaign in comparison to 
campaigns for Congress or for 
governor of New Mexico?

Grueling! A campaign, at 
any level, is always intense. 
Crisscrossing this country on a 
daily basis takes enormous en-
ergy and concentration. It is ex-
tremely expensive and requires a 
lot of time fundraising. Juggling 
organization, money, schedules, 

travel, and reaching out to voters 
(the point of it all) doesn’t leave 
much time for sleep!

Let me make a few comments 
and ask for your opinion. The 
strong points of the Richardson 
campaign so far seem to be Bill’s 
very popular personal campaigning 
and personality and his folksy 
commercials. Does that seem true 
to you from your vantage point?

Bill has never run traditional 
campaigns, and I think his style 
reflects that. His commercials in-
troduce him to voters in a humor-
ous way, but hopefully one which 
will stimulate conversation and 
help people to become familiar 
with him in a very positive way.

On the other hand, he has been 
criticized for his off-the-cuff 
statements and for what some 
call a lack of preparation for some 
big interviews. I have in mind his 
appearance on Tim Russert’s “Meet 
the Press” and various remarks 
about the nature of homosexuality. 
How do you account for that? Or 
are those just insider, “pundit” 
perceptions?

I personally think Tim Russert 
was overly negative and unfair 
on that particular day. It was like 

standing before a verbal firing 
line! On the issue of homosexu-
ality, I think Bill understood the 
question in the context of the 
quality of life and being able  
to live that life freely, regard-
less of sexual orientation. As 
governor of New Mexico, he 
has enacted legislation to deal 
with hate crimes and partner 
rights and benefits. Bill is not a 
“scripted” person and has the 
best record on gay rights of all 
the candidates.

There is no question that no 
candidate has Bill’s international 
experience. At some point do 
you think that will help him with 
the public? Or are the Clinton 
administration’s specifics just too 
remote for people to remember or 
care what a star he was?

Bill is the only person in the 
country who has been a legisla-
tor, ambassador, secretary of 
a large agency (Energy) and a 
governor. This unique combina-
tion of experiences makes him 
a very qualified candidate for 
the U.S. presidency, and the 
campaign is about getting that 
message out. He would bring to 
the office a background that no 

The road to 
the White 
House
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other candidate has, Democrat 
or Republican.

I thought John Kerry should 
have put Bill on the ticket last 
time. I see where he has said 
he would accept if he were not 
nominated for president and the 
vice presidency were offered this 
time. How do you feel about that 
yourself?

When Bill ran for his first term 
as governor, he promised 
New Mexicans that he would 
complete a full term, and took 
himself out of consideration on 
the Kerry ticket. I personally like 
living full-time in New Mexico 
and would like to see Bill com-
plete his current term as gover-
nor, which ends in 2010, should 
he not win the presidency.

What’s been your best day on the 
campaign trail? What’s been your 
worst?

My days campaigning have 
all been good so far. People 
everywhere are welcoming, 
regardless of their candidate. I 
think they feel a responsibility 
to learn all they can to make an 
informed choice. The biggest 
negative has been schlepping 
through the airports trying to 
make tight connections—just 
like everyone else.

Finally, I don’t know if we have 
any would-be presidents or 
presidential spouses among our 
current alums or students, but, 
just in case we do, what advice 
would you give them?

I received a great education at 
Wheaton, and I use now what 
I learned there in my daily life. 
Most of us don’t know, during 
our college years, where our 
lives will take us. I certainly 
didn’t, but feel that my educa-
tion provided a strong founda-
tion for my 25 years in public 
life with Bill. My advice—get 
the most you can from your 
Wheaton experience. It will be 
with you for life. Q

  

When J.P. Burlington ’99 was 
a junior at Wheaton he didn’t 
go abroad like many other 
students to live, learn and 
experience another culture. “I 
was so involved in different 
aspects of life on campus,” he 
said. “I always regretted it.” 

In June Burlington changed 
that. Proving that it’s never 
too late to do anything, he 
went abroad in a big way. 
He traveled to Uganda to 
photograph and document 
the lives of young refugees as 
part of research for a traveling 
exhibition being developed. 
The two-week trip not only 
gave him the opportunity to 
broaden his own knowledge, 
but also ultimately a chance 
to have a major impact on the 
learning experiences of school-
children in the United States.

Burlington’s experiences 
will be part of an exhibition 
that will try to answer the 
question “What is a refugee?” 
and introduce 8- to 12-year-
old children to the plight of 
refugees and the importance 
of human rights in the world. 
Philanthropist and refugee- 
rights advocate Pamela 
Omidyar is funding the exhibi-
tion, which will be launched 
next September at the Lied 
Discovery Children’s Museum 
in Las Vegas. 

Uganda up close and personal

Stacey Mann, exhibition 
developer and a friend of 
Burlington’s, invited him to join 
her and a former representa-
tive of the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees to visit camps in Gulu, 
Lira and Hoima, Uganda.

The East African country, 
which is bor-
dered by Sudan 
and Rwanda, 
has experienced 
armed fighting 
among hostile 
ethnic groups, 
rebels, armed 
gangs and gov-
ernment forces. 
According to 
the CIA’s World 

Factbook, there are 209,860 
Sudanese, 27,560 Congolese 
and 199,710 Rwandan refugees 
in Uganda. 

 “I went into the trip open-
minded and not knowing what 
to expect,” said Burlington, 
the assistant director of admis-
sions at Westover School in 
Connecticut. 

He is not a professional 
photographer. Yet his candid 
images of young refugees man-
age to make the crisis personal. 
“Their smiles are so big. They 
look happy, but underneath they 
are miserable and they don’t 
lie about it,” said Burlington. 
“Seeing them and looking into 
their eyes, you wish you could 
do more.” Q

Children from Barr P7 Primary School gather around one of many inspirational 
signs scattered throughout the school yard. (Barr District IDP Camp, Lira, Uganda)

J.P.  with a young boy who has recently relocated to his  
“home home,” what the refugees call their home of origin.
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collaborations that already have 
been occurring, underscores 
the association’s commitment 
to widen and deepen its circle 
of alumnae/i engagement, said 
Sharon Howard ’87, executive 
director of alumnae/i relations 
and annual giving. 

“It illustrates to students 
the lifelong connection to the 
college that is possible and 
desirable once you graduate, as 
well as the ongoing relationship 
you can have with the college 
through your former teachers,” 
Howard said. “It also provides 
the students with a resource off 
campus in a possible area of 
their own interest.”

That’s important, said Lentini, 
whose most recent play, Roxy 
Font, had a five-night run 

When playwright Liza Lentini 
’94 was a student at Wheaton 
College, she often wondered 
what the “real world” would 
be like. Sometimes the verbal 
picture painted for her wasn’t 
pretty. 

“Many people—even those 
I respected—told me that 
becoming a successful writer 
was a near impossibility. And 
they weren’t altogether wrong. 
It’s tough, but it can be done,” 
she said. That’s the message 
Lentini—living proof of the 
possible—planned to tell 
students during the First-Year 
Seminar “Women Dramatists 
in America Today,” which is 
taught by Assistant Professor 
of English and Playwright-in-
Residence Charlotte Meehan. 

The collaboration between 
Lentini and Meehan is part of a 
new initiative by the Alumnae/i 
Association that brings the real 
life experiences of alumnae/i 
into the classroom. 

Seven alumnae/i have been 
paired with FYS professors: law 
student Scott Hesser ’01 with 
Professor of Astronomy Timothy 
Barker in “The Search for Life 
in the Universe”; Harvard 
College Fund associate director 
Kate Malone Hesser ’01 with 
Prentice Associate Professor 
of English Michael Drout and 
Professor of Mathematics 
and Associate Provost Bill 
Goldbloom Bloch in “The Edge 
of Reason”; schoolteacher 
Laura Yorkis Mullen ’00 with 
Associate Professor of Art 
History Evelyn Staudinger Lane 
in “Cracking the Codes: Imagery 
and Mysteries”; freelance writer 
Jennifer Chase Esposito ’97 with 
Associate Professor of Religion 
Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus in 
“Rituals of Dinner”; professional 

tennis player Payum Payman 
’07 and Assistant Professor of 
History Yuen-Gen Liang in 
“How the Middle East Views 
the West”; and Duke University 
graduate student Jonah Cool ’04 
and Professor of Biology Betsey 
Dyer in “The Complete Amateur 
Naturalist.” 

Student Alumnae/i Association 
member Laura Blanchard ’08 
initially suggested the FYS col-
laboration. “We’re constantly 
looking for ways to bring alums 
and students together in new 
and creative ways,” she said. 
“I think too often Wheaton 
students do not understand the 
importance of alumnae/i until 
after they graduate.”

The program, an expansion 
of some of the faculty-alumnae/i 

Real life lessons
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in New York City last sum-
mer. Meehan invited her to 
talk about the current state of 
theater, as well as the profession 
of being a playwright. “Beyond 
representing the realistic side 
for Wheaton’s current students,” 
said Lentini, “I hope I can offer 
students some hope that their 
dreams really can become a 
reality—with hard work and 
persistence.”

 Said Scott Hesser: “I remem-
ber that as a student I had a 
limited understanding of the 
careers and opportunities that 
would be available to me…
When I had the opportunity to 
meet an alum and learn their 
story, I was able to get a real 
understanding of career or life 
experiences.” Q

“[The collaboration] illustrates to students the lifelong connection to the college  
that is possible and desirable once you graduate …”

Sharon Howard ’87, executive director of alumnae/i relations and annual giving

Liza Lentini ’94
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Since Wheaton went co-ed in 1987, more than 
100 men of color have graduated. To celebrate 
the milestone, the Alumnae/i Association will 
host a conference on campus Saturday, April 
12, 2008, from 9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Entitled “Building Bridges: A Celebration 
of 100 Alumni Men of Color,” the inaugural 
annual event seeks to highlight the collective 
experiences and accomplishments of current 
male students of color and alumni, said Tony 
Laing ’96, chair of the conference planning 
committee.

Also, he said, “The message I hope people 
get is that it’s important to come back and 
participate.” Although the conference is aimed 
at men from many ethnic backgrounds, Laing 
stresses that the entire Wheaton community is 
invited to be a part of the event. 

The conference fits perfectly into the 
Alumnae/i Association’s 2014 vision to inspire 
pride and passion for a lifelong commitment to 
Wheaton and with each other in innovative and 
diverse ways. 

“Hosting the conference is an important 
way to connect, reconnect and engage one 
of the association’s critical growth popula-
tions, namely, young alumni, to one another, 
to the campus community and especially to 
the students on campus today,” said Sharon 
Howard ‘87, executive director of alumnae/i 
relations and annual giving. “These graduates 
may be small in number, but they are strong 
in spirit, accomplished in their life’s work and 
volunteer leaders in their communities. They 
are models for our current students and 
the future volunteer leaders of the 
association and college.”

A planning committee 
and advisory board have 
spent months planning 
the conference. The 
event will feature a 
networking social with 
students of color and 
a luncheon awards 
ceremony to honor 
Professor of Political 
Science Darlene 
Boroviak and Assistant 
Professor of History 
Dolita Cathcart. 
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Gathering to celebrate
San Francisco | December 1
Brunch and discussion with 
Professor of Political Science Jay 
Goodman at the home of Elena 
Wong ’07 and Pam and Ray Wong 
P’07, 11 a.m.

Washington, D.C. | January 12
Reception and discussion with 
Professor of Political Science Jay 
Goodman, University Club of 
Washington, D.C., 11:30 a.m.– 
2 p.m.

New York City | January 24
Reception and discussion with 
Professor of Political Science Jay 
Goodman, The Princeton Club of 
New York, 6:30 p.m. 

Salem, Mass. | February 1
Exhibition featuring the works of 
Wheaton students and Professor 
of Art Andrew Howard, hosted by 
Lou Ann Daly ’76 at New Civilitea. 
Reception, 6:30–8:30 p.m.

Fairfield County, Conn. |  
February 28
Annual potluck supper with 
Professor of History Alexander 
Bloom as speaker at the home of 
Donna Brown ’80, 6:30 p.m.

Winchester, Mass. |  
March 26 
Lexington-Winchester Wine  
Tasting Event, Mahoney’s Garden 
Center, Winchester, Mass., 
6:30–8:30 p.m. (Event coordinator: 
Andrea Jeffrey ’72.)

Boston | June 11
El Greco to Velázquez exhibition at 
the Museum of Fine Arts. Reception 
and lecture by Professor of Art 
Evelyn Staudinger Lane prior to 
viewing, 5:30–7:30 p.m.

For the latest events calendar, please 

visit OnLyon at www.wheatoncollege.

edu/alum/ and click on the calendar grid. 

Also, for the list of Wheaton clubs, regional 

contacts and Filene Center Liaisons, go 

to www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum/class/

clubcontacts.html

A roundtable discussion is scheduled to pro-
vide everyone the opportunity to hear about the 
college’s commitment to inclusive excellence 
and the different ways various college depart-
ments are meeting President Ronald Crutcher’s 
strategic plan to make Wheaton a preeminent 
college by 2014.

Guy Mark Foster ’94, assistant professor of 
English at Bowdoin College, will be one of two 
keynote speakers at the conference. He will 
share his unique perspective as one of the first 
men of color to graduate from Wheaton, said 
Laing, diversity and exchange programs advisor 
at Massachusetts College of Art. Foster also will 
moderate a panel discussion of invited alumni.

Several alumni were asked to write reflection 
letters leading up to the conference to share their 
Wheaton experiences. Patrick Summers ‘94, vice 
president of PrestoSports, wrote one. 

“I think recognizing who you are and where 
you come from regardless of race is an important 
thing. This opportunity to me celebrates a very 
important milestone for the campus and I am 

glad to be a part of its history,” 
said Summers. “Wheaton is 

a constant resource for 
me that helped me get to 
where I am today and I 
hope that I can give  
something back.” Q 

For more details on the 

conference, contact Laing at 

tony.laing@massart.edu

SELEctEd REGIONAL 
EVENtS
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At the end of the road, a beginning

It took me 64 days, 4,300 miles and 17 states to finally graduate.
As I opened my sleepless eyes to the dark fog draping the city of 
San Francisco, I couldn’t help wondering how I would survive. It 
was the first day of my cross-country bicycle trip, from California 
to Maine, with fellow Wheaton graduate John Garrett-Young ’07. 
John and I left everything we knew behind. We escaped our daily 
routine and traded it in for the opportunity to rediscover what it 
means to be alive. 

Traveling on our bikes, John and I became completely inter-
twined with the surrounding environment. All our senses were 
vibrantly awakened as America’s beautiful landscape unfolded 
one mile at a time. Through the Sierra Mountains in California we 
inhaled the sweet smell of fresh pine. In Nevada, we observed the 
barren, desolate terrain, which is frustratingly endless on U.S. Route 
50, dubbed the “loneliest road in America.” Our ears became privi-
leged listeners to the soothing cacophony of birds, flowing rivers 
and the hypnotic hissing of golden wheat fields in Kansas. 

It was this natural beauty that John and I fought to protect. As 
part of our trip, John and I raised $8,000 for Crystal Spring Earth 
Learning Center in Plainville, Mass. With the generosity of the 
Wheaton community, and family and friends, the donated money 
will support programs relating to nature education, ecological 
awareness, and land preservation and protection.

Being on a bike for 64 days, averaging 70 to 80 miles a day, 
took its toll on John and me. We battled dehydration, exhaustion, 
extreme weather and constant physical pain; overcoming such 
hardships made the journey incredibly valuable. 

One of the most memorable struggles of the trip occurred early in 
our journey during a 20-mile climb from 4,000 feet to the summit 
of Carson Pass at 8,500 feet in the Sierra Mountains of California. 
John and I were not carrying enough water and inevitably, we 

both ran out! The severe uphill grades combined with 100-degree 
heat made the climb even more difficult. John and I had different 
strategies for obtaining water. I flagged down passing cars, while 
John salvaged half-full bottles of water from the side of the road and 
mixed the warm water with snow from the nearby peaks. Luckily, 
my cousin Brian Levine works for the U.S. Forest Service in the area 
and came to our aid with water, Gatorade and a promise to tell all 
of my family members that he had to “rescue” me. 

This story is one of many that repeatedly brought John and me to 
the same conclusion: Every new day brings challenges, but we can 
overcome these roadblocks through commitment and perseverance.

Through all the memorable moments, it was the people we met 
along the way that I will remember forever. Genuine goodness 
resides in the hearts of Americans. On numerous occasions, ran-
dom strangers welcomed us into their homes—the sheriff in Austin, 
Nevada, who rescued us from a snowstorm at 7,300 feet; Gillian, 
the prison guard in Kansas; Bob, the goofy Baptist preacher in 
Kentucky; and finally David, head geology professor at Washington 
& Lee University in Virginia. All of these people supported us with 
a good meal, a shower and a desperately needed washing machine. 
Strangers immediately became family, and their incredible sense of 
generosity gave us strength. I learned to appreciate the astounding 
diversity of the individual stories that exist in this country.

My adventure through the back roads of America reaffirmed my 
strong beliefs in human potential and the capacity all of us have to 
push ourselves to the very edge in pursuit of transformation. The 
bike trip was never about reaching the end, just as college was 
never about graduation day. The joy is in the journey. Q

Noah Bernstein has applied for a Fulbright Scholarship to teach English 
in Thailand and for an American Jewish World Service Fellowship to 
work for an NGO in India. He awaits word on both.

By Noah Saul Bernstein ’07 

Bear Lake in Waterford, Maine, the ending point for Noah’s journey across the United States.
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Help produce 
great futures.

Knows how to handle stress.

“The biggest and most complicated event that I’ve 

produced to date was a Party of the Century. We 

entertained 800 international guests, had a ten-piece 

show band, six dancers, two 14-foot-tall dancing 

puppets, 100 costumes and pyrotechnics. It was a 

logistical nightmare, but the show was fantastic.” 

Knows the source of her strength.

“At Wheaton, I learned to solve problems, face 
challenges and take initiative. Wheaton gave me the 
courage and the tools to go after my dreams  
and be successful in my career and in life.”

Knows she has a hand in producing  
great futures. 

“It is imperative for the alumnae/i to  
support the Annual Fund to keep  
Wheaton strong and growing to ensure  
its availability for our children and future 
generations.” Lisa Riley Kovach ’83

Vice president of Key Artist Group

Behind-the-scenes talent manager and event 
producer for clients, including Walt Disney World 
and Universal Studios

Tamer of logistical nightmares

Annual Fund supporter

3

Support the Annual Fund.
Call 800-896-3145 (option2) or visit

www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum/giving

3

3
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