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Between THE Lines

I’m taking a drawing class this semester with Associate Professor
of Art and Film Jake Mahaffy. One of his main goals is to get us to
truly see rather than just look at what is in front of us. He tells us
that we must not just create a “convincing” drawing that represents
what we are looking at, but an “honest” drawing that is what we
are seeing.
One of the assignments was to sit for two hours and draw the onsite sculpture that visiting artist Patrick Dougherty spent three weeks
creating this fall with an ever-changing, ever-expanding crew of
students, faculty and staff.
It was one of the most challenging drawing assignments I’ve
ever had. Dougherty’s sculpture,
cleverly titled “Twisted Sisters,” is
made up of thousands of single
sapling branches carefully intertwined. It was hard enough to
try to draw each one as it twists
and turns into another over and
over and over again. But it was
even harder because I kept looking beyond the sculpture. I kept
seeing all the work that went into
the piece—the amazing vision
of the artist, the way Associate
Professor of Art Tripp Evans happened upon one of Dougherty’s

Letters

Leader deserves praise
Congratulations to Winston
Benjamin ’04, whose profile ran
in the fall Quarterly. He was a dynamic leader at Wheaton in the first
Posse group, and it is a delight to
read about his continued dynamic
leadership in Chelsea, Mass., where
he is the recruitment and retention
coordinator at Phoenix Charter
Academy.
I’m so proud of him.
Dale Rogers Marshall
President emerita

Rivera inspires
Hearty thanks for your fine article
on Bavi Rivera ’68, in the fall issue
of the Wheaton Quarterly.
Bavi was a student in two of my
2 Wheaton Quarterly

classroom music courses during her
sophomore year, and took a tutorial
with me as a senior. Although she
did not major in music, she had an
active interest in it. And none of us
who saw her unbuttoned performance as Mrs. Peachum in Kurt
Weill’s Threepenny Opera could
easily forget it.
I last saw this “infectiously
energetic woman”—as you so aptly
describe her—when she graced me
and my wife, Lorna Brookes Russell
’64, with a visit to our apartment in
the Sem on Howard Street a number
of years ago. Like many who were
reading the bishops’ e-messages
from the Lambeth Conference in
England this past summer—an
every-10-year gathering of bishops of the worldwide Anglican
Communion—I appreciated her

pieces elsewhere and thought it would be a perfect project for
Wheaton; how everyone—including our own Hannah Benoit, who
wrote our cover story, and President Ronald A. Crutcher—happily
sat in the dirt and sometimes stood in the rain to work two-hour
shifts to complete the stunning piece that sits near one of the main
entrances to our campus.
I was seeing a testament to the spirit of community, hard work,
intellectual creativity and the commitment to collaboration that
defines Wheaton. Honestly, how does one draw that?
In a sense, this issue of the
Quarterly is a picture of hard
work, creativity and collaboration. In addition to Benoit’s
story about the sculpture project, Mary Howard ’85 profiles
Professor of Chemistry Emerita
Bojan Jennings, who has had
a major impact on the field of
chemistry and has collaborated
with alums well after they left
Wheaton. And Ted Nesi ’07
writes about Susan Meddaugh
’66, whose Martha Speaks
children’s book series about
a talking dog has been made
into an animated series on PBS
KIDS. Q

thoughtful statement proposing a
rule of life for bishops.
My life, like that of the Episcopal
Church, has been enriched by this
memorable woman, with her rare
combination of spontaneous exuberance, true humility and universal
compassion. I felt privileged that she
paid me that visit during her limited
time on campus, and I am delighted
that Wheaton is now acknowledging
her remarkable life and career.
The Rev. Carlton T. Russell
Professor of music and
college organist, emeritus, S’64

Brava Pastra-Landis
I’d like to say how pleased I was
to see that Elita Pastra-Landis ’69,
who was featured in a story in the
fall Quarterly, is the current interim
provost for the college. She is a

perfect choice and knows Wheaton
inside and out. I am sure she will do
a great job.
Elisabeth Eaton ’79

?

What’s on
your mind

The Quarterly welcomes
letters to the editor on topics
you’ve read in these pages or
on other topics concerning the
Wheaton community. Please
address your letters to:
Sandy Coleman, editor
Wheaton Quarterly
Wheaton College
26 E. Main St.
Norton, MA 02766
You can also e-mail us:
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

Hannah Benoit

The art of looking and seeing

By Sandy Coleman, EDITOR

CONVERGENCE

How green is your college? That question
appeared in newspaper headlines across
the country this fall occasioned by the start
of a new academic year, the decision of the
Princeton Review to include a “green ranking” in its annual guidebook on the nation’s
best colleges and the advocacy of organizations such as the Sustainable Endowments
Institute in Cambridge, Mass.
Like every sector of society, colleges are
looking at issues of sustainability, for practical and ethical reasons. In many ways, at
Wheaton we are already working together
to “live green.” The planning and construction of the new Center for Scientific Inquiry
and Innovation—which will earn LEED
silver certification—represents the depth
of our commitment to this idea, but many
other examples exist.
The college community’s shared interest
in sustainability and the health of the natural world is reflected in our classrooms. The
First-Year Seminar reading and discussion
of The Omnivore’s Dilemma raised the
subject of sustainability as it welcomed the
Classes of 2011 and 2012. And courses
across the curriculum address the environment—in areas ranging from biology and
chemistry to sociology, philosophy and
religion.
Last year, the college entered into a
partnership to reduce energy consumption in four buildings. The comprehensive
retrofitting of those facilities will reduce our
carbon footprint by more than 8,000 metric
tons over the next 10 years. Energy monitoring software on all Windows computers
on campus will reduce electrical use by
more than 250,000 kilowatt hours annually. The successes of these initial projects
demonstrate the need for us to examine the
rest of our campus in the same way.
The reason for doing more is educational, as well as practical. The energy for the
college’s sustainability initiatives comes in
no small part from our students. Their collaboration with faculty and staff members
on the campus Sustainability Committee
has moved the college toward more earthfriendly practices. This year, I plan to draw

greater attention to these initiatives by
appointing a steering committee from
the group to report directly to me, thus
better positioning these efforts to draw on
the full resources of the college. This is
an opportunity for learning as well as for
conservation.
I talked about this during Opening
Convocation in my address “Where Do
the Two Cultures Intersect?”, which was
inspired by a lecture delivered nearly 50
years ago by the novelist and physicist C.P.
Snow. In his now-famous address, Snow
said: “I believe the intellectual life of the
whole of western society is increasingly
being split into two polar groups ... literary
intellectuals at one pole—at the other scientists. Between the two a gulf of mutual
incomprehension.”
The critique struck a chord, and this
“gulf of incomprehension” is still discussed today. However, science and the
humanities need not be isolated from each
other. As human beings, we need both the
humanities and the sciences to satisfy our
quest for understanding of the world, of
each other and of ourselves.
Wheaton is uniquely suited to demonstrate the complementary roles of the
humanities, the social sciences and the
natural sciences. Our curriculum empha-

The college community’s
shared interest in
sustainability and the
health of the natural
world is reflected in our
classrooms.

Keith Nordstrom

Conservation for education

By Ronald A. Crutcher, President

sizes the connections among disciplines
and focuses attention on the ways in which
the sciences, social sciences, humanities
and the arts contribute to creating a wellrounded understanding of the world. Our
students and our college will be the better
for our attention to these matters, but the
benefits can go beyond our community.
If more policymakers were scientifically
educated, they might have taken the time
to investigate the consequences of promoting the use of ethanol in fuel. Putting aside
the controversy about whether ethanol
production results in a gain of net energy,
the booming ethanol industry has driven
up the cost of food for the world’s poorest peoples. The result has been significant
growth in worldwide food shortages in the
past year, despite increased yields of corn
and soybeans. In a world with citizens who
are scientifically and mathematically literate, we would have considered more fully
the consequences of promoting ethanol.
The effort to make Wheaton environmentally sustainable will strengthen our campus
culture and deepen the foundations of our
bridge between the sciences, the humanities, and the social sciences. Our success in
this area will be measured not only by our
progress in the conservation of resources
but also in our capacity to draw fully from
the knowledge and perspectives of all the
disciplines of the liberal arts. Q
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Not long before the café and
handicraft shop that Ann Kwan
’09 established in Phnom Penh
was set to open, things were far
from ready. Her Khmer staff of
bartenders, waitresses and cooks
spoke some English, but not
much, which could have posed
a problem for the tourist crowd
that Kwan sought. Things were
costing more than she had budgeted. And the building needed
major work.
But she rose to the occasion—fast. The shop opened
in July and is steadily working
its magic, providing a sustainable income for a nonprofit
Cambodian organization called
Yodifee, which provides shelter,
food and education for people
with disabilities. In one month,
the shop sold more handicrafts
than the organization usually
sells in four, she said.
Kwan took on the café and
shop as the recipient of a
$10,000 Kathryn Wasserman
Davis 100 Projects for Peace
grant. Wheaton’s other grant
recipient for 2008 was Kelly
Maby ’09. She spent 10 days
in August guiding urban high
school students on an eye-opening tour of the American South,
where civil rights leaders talked

Ann Kwan ’09

4 Wheaton Quarterly

to them about how nonviolent
action can create change.
Both Wheaton students faced
challenges that required them
to dig deep into the intellectual
resources they have acquired,
including creative thinking, and
both gained a great deal.
“I know that my independent
thinking and ability to make
decisions quickly as well as to
consider consequences comes
from my Wheaton experience,”
said Kwan, a United World
Scholar from Singapore.
“We had to convert a shabby
house into a fun little café in
just two weeks before opening day,” she said. “To minimize costs, we did everything
we could on our own. So my
Khmer staff, some physically
disabled, and I got into our oldest clothes and got right down
to it. We were covered in paint
and dust each day from 7 a.m.
to 9 p.m.”
She cut costs from her own
living expenses to pour more
money into the shop. Kwan,
who had been teaching English
at a university, also taught an
advanced class for the staff
members each day.
Maby, a Woodhaven
(Queens), N.Y., resident, used
her grant to offer scholarships
to five students for a tour of
the South. When expenses
exceeded her expectations,
she adjusted her plan to make
things work. For example, she
rented two vans instead of a
more expensive bus to travel
around. A total of eight students
traveled with adult chaperones
to visit landmarks in the civil
rights struggle and met civil
rights leaders. The American
Civil Rights Education Services
(ACRES) in Bedford-Stuyvesant

Associated Press

Giving peace a chance

Ann Kwan '09 reveals new sign at the opening of the café and handicraft shop
in Phnom Penh.

organized the tour.
Maby’s project—as well as
Kwan’s—fulfilled the desires
of Davis, a philanthropist who
started the 100 Projects for
Peace initiative in 2007 to
encourage college students to
propose projects that promote
world peace.
“My concept of peace is not
just the absence of conflict or
abuse from external sources,
but also the absence of selfinflicted abuse,” said Kwan, a
double major in economics and
international relations. “Peace
is a state in which someone can
acknowledge that she is worthy
of the same privileges as everyone else, and has the personal
pride, dignity and drive to work
towards a better future.
“In the past, when I have
worked with young people
who have disabilities, there has
been a lot of negativity hidden beneath the jovial outer

layer. Many times, I have heard,
‘But how can I do that? I’m
handicapped!’ With this shop, I
wanted to prove that it doesn’t

Maby was moved by this mural
in Selma, Ala. It addresses the
struggle for voting rights.

Welcome Class of 2012
Wheaton welcomed 420 first-year students representing the Class of 2012 in August.
Even before arriving, these remarkable students
were well on their way to success. Adventurer
Jacob Pomerantz of Fair Lawn, N.J., hiked solo from
Vermont to Mt. Washington on the Appalachian Trail.
Elisa Cristina Rodezno of Tegucigalpa, Honduras,
Kelly Maby ’09

Sandy Coleman

matter. A physically disabled
person does not have to be
relegated to the back lines.”
Maby is pursuing a double
major in Hispanic studies and
sociology and a minor in urban
studies. She recently studied
in Argentina, where she had
previously served as a volunteer at an orphanage through
the support of grants from the
Wheaton Foundation in 2006
and a college-funded adjunct
to the 100 Projects for Peace
initiative in 2007.
“My project last year successfully integrated both my
majors, and I really enjoyed
being able to work with children and adults on developing
a sense of self and a sense of
place in society,” she said.
“Peace depends on the
ability of people to confront
and transcend difficulties.
Many inner-city youth today
feel trapped, relegated to selffulfilling prophecies of violence
and failure. I am confident
that this would not be true if
students knew more about their
heritage,” said Maby.

“By learning about the civil
rights movement, inner-city students realize that the injustices
they see and experience do not
have to be tolerated or accepted
as just a part of life.
“By meeting civil rights heroes who have fought for their
rights, for an equal education,
for equal voting rights, and for
rights that many of us take for
granted today, the students
learned that as individuals they
can impact change. As young
adults, they have the power to
affect others.” Q
—Sandy Coleman

served as a medical translator to foreign doctors
on mission trips in Honduras. Spending her time
between New York and Villeneuve-Loubet, France,
Tina Shahgholi sold her handmade Swarovski rings
and jewelry online and in specialty boutiques. Before
landing at Wheaton, not only was Charles Willauer
of Duxbury, Mass., an oyster farmer, he also sailed
across the Atlantic Ocean.
They were among the nearly 4,000 high school students who applied for admission, 40 percent of whom
were accepted. Over the past few years, admission to
Wheaton has become increasingly competitive. ‘’The
Class of 2012 includes smart, dynamic and diverse
students. We are confident that they will contribute
to and benefit from everything that Wheaton offers,”
said Gail Berson, dean of admission and student aid.
“Each year, the process of evaluating and selecting a
freshman class becomes more challenging. Today’s
students are scholar-athletes, published authors,
global travelers, gifted artists and dedicated community service organizers. I am increasingly impressed
by their academic and co-curricular credentials. But
most of all, their desire to succeed at the highest
academic levels propels them to the forefront of a
competitive admission process.” Q
—Lisa Nelson

A glimpse of the Class of 2012
Average grade point average: 3.5 on a 4.0 scale
States represented: 33 • Countries represented: 32
Top five states: • Massachusetts • New York
• California • Maine • Connecticut
Family ties: 11 percent with alumnae/i relatives
Male: 39 percent • Female: 61 percent
Diversity: 17 percent identify as Asian, black, Hispanic,
Native American, Pacific Islander or multiracial
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A Minute with …

Adam Paolino ’11
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Adam Paolino has been training in the martial arts
since he was 3 years old. This summer, his hardearned speed, strength and strategy paid off when
he won a bronze medal in sparring at the USAT
National Taekwondo Championships held in Detroit.
A big hit: “Winning the bronze is a big step toward
my goal of making the Senior National Team, which
represents the United States at world championships,
Pan American Games, World Cup, and every four
years, the Olympics.” The art of movement: “I was
drawn to taekwondo because it creates art through
movement in a chaotic environment. For me, it is a
form of physical freedom, probably not unlike what
dancers feel when they are really in the moment. In
fact, the kind of athletic ability and gracefulness often
seen in taekwondo is like that of a football running
back and a classical dancer combined.” The fight to
be the best: Paolino, who is considering a major in
biology, works his body and brain hard. “I train yearround, five or six days weekly, two hours per session,
often starting at 7 a.m. Balancing homework, training and a social life can be challenging. I put a lot of
energy and focus into my academics, so many times
I am tired for my training sessions. I have learned
to do things by the clock. I set aside time each day
for each subject and really stick to it. Daily meditation also helps keep me stay centered.” Meaningful
moves: During the summer, Paolino mentored and
tutored students at Community Preparatory School
in Providence. He enjoyed the chance to positively
influence children because he knows the value of
life lessons. Taekwondo has offered him plenty: “The
most important thing I have learned from fighting
competitions is that it is not so much what you do,
but how you do it. There are so many variables that
are out of your control in a match, just like in life.
The perception you bring offers the real value in
what you are doing.” Q

Katie Hall

Power of the people

“What we believe is that community service is habit-forming,” says Sarah Mielbye
’09. “Once you turn on that justice switch,
it never goes off.”
The idea that service can address our
nation’s most difficult problems inspired
Mielbye and Christopher Di Franco ’10,
both of whom are international relations
majors, to spend their summer planning the
Service Nation Summit, which was held on
September 11 in New York City. The event,
which featured presidential candidates
John McCain and Barack Obama as well
as a host of leaders and celebrities, was the
brainchild of the group Be The Change. The
organization also sponsored a national Day
of Action that involved more than 2,700
events.
Wheaton adopted the national campaign
by connecting it to the college’s Season
of Service program, which involves firstyear students in community service with
nonprofit organizations in southeastern
Massachusetts. Volunteer activities that
took place on Saturday, September 27—the
date designated as a national service day—

were considered part of the nationwide campaign. To complement those efforts, Mielbye
and Di Franco planned a kick-off event that
featured a panel of student leaders and the
unveiling of a declaration of service.
“It is very easy to forget the difference that
one person can make,” says Di Franco, who
argues that everyone can contribute in some
way. “That idea is best expressed by a quote
from Helen Keller, ‘I am only one, but still I
am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can
do something; and because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do something that
I can do.’ Everyone can associate with that.”
Overall, the Season of Service program at
Wheaton directed more than 250 students
to volunteer service at 14 different nonprofit organizations, from the Children’s
Museum in Easton and the Crystal Spring
Earth Learning Center in Plainville to Norton
HeadStart and the Greater Boston Food
Bank. Kristine Vilagie ’09 spent the summer
coordinating the program, which is run by
the college’s Office of Service, Spirituality
and Social Responsibility. Q
—Michael Graca

Wireless Wheaton
Connecting to the World Wide Web just became
a little easier. Students now have access to
wireless Internet connection throughout all the
residential halls on campus.
Supported by funding from Adrienne Bevis
Mars ’58 and her husband John Mars, Library
and Informational Services technicians spent 12
weeks during the summer expanding wireless
access.
Dining halls and several buildings on
campus have had wireless access for several
years, including the Madeleine Clark Wallace
Library, Chapel basement, Science Center,
Kollett Center for Collaborative Learning,
Balfour-Hood Café, Mars Arts and Humanities,
and the Pappas Fitness Center.
“The expansion of the wireless connection
means that more spaces can
become learning or collaborative
spaces,” noted Terry Metz, vice
president of library and informational services. “This untethers
people so they can work in a
more mobile way.” Q
Winter 2009 7
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Perhaps it was the simplicity of “She Loves
You” or the complexity of “While My Guitar
Gently Weeps.” Something in the way the
Beatles moved helped Connor McGlynn
at age 10 to fall in love with the group’s
magic, and the power that music has over
people and their emotions.
“Music connects people. It helps people
figure out their emotions, it moves people in
a way that not too many other media can,”
he says. Spreading the love, the English
major has combined his passion for writing
and independent music to launch I Guess
I’m Floating, a successful indie music blog
that has been praised in the New York Daily
News and the Metro.
Three years ago McGlynn ’10 was perusing a Web site called Pitchfork Media—a
bastion of music reviews and new-band
news that’s a daily visit for indie music junkies—and it mentioned that it linked to a music blog. McGlynn hadn’t heard of a music
blog, but when he learned about five new
amazing bands in about as many minutes,
he decided that writing blurbs about bands
he liked could be a great way to share his
interest and analytical skills with like-minded listeners. (I Guess I’m Floating takes its
name from music by the group M83.)
“That night I set up an account with
Blogger and started writing about bands
I was listening to and loving,” he says. A
month later his following of 15 daily visitors
grew to 500, then
to 2,500 in a few
more months,
leading to today’s
5,000 to 6,000
daily visitors.
For McGlynn,
the fact that independent music
lies beyond the
mainstream is
appealing.
“Punk
[rock] taught
me to look
8 Wheaton Quarterly
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McGlynn’s
music blog
rocks!

beyond the familiar, calculated sounds
bemoaned on the radio and MTV,” he says.
“Independent musicians seek out unfamiliar sonic territory, they push boundaries,
and they don’t conform to what they think
millions of people want to hear. They aren’t
controlled by major labels that are more
interested in revenue and growth than developing new talent and new sounds.”
McGlynn, along with fellow writer
Nathaniel Gravely, populates “I Guess
I’m Floating” with sometimes twice-daily
posts of the goings-on in the indie scene,
all with just enough ads lining the sides of
the pages to generate some $800 to $1,000
a month. It is enough to cover the cost for

bandwidth and site hosting, with a bit left
over.
McGlynn entered Wheaton with aspirations of becoming a filmmaker (he won
Best Cinematography and Best Film at
Brandeis University’s 2008 SunDeis Film
Festival for his adaptation of an Ambrose
Bierce short story). “It has been my lifelong
dream to become a filmmaker, so it’s a
little odd that I find myself at the helm of
a successful music blog. It wasn’t exactly
calculated. It just sort of happened,” he
said. Q
—Jennifer Chase Esposito ’97
To read McGlynn’s musical musings, visit
iguessimfloating.net

Nicki Pardo

CPR, stat!
Imagine: Someone has a heart attack right
in front of you. Only you can save them.
Do you know what to do?
Other than calling 911, most people
don’t. However, Wheaton and Norton officials have teamed up to change that in the
local community. They are collaborating to
improve safety on campus and in town, as
well as offer Wheaton students long-term
opportunities for leadership, field learning
and community service.
Through a program called Citizen
CPR, Wheaton’s peer health advocates,
Norton Emergency Medical Service staff
and Norton High School faculty will work
together to train all Norton high school students in CPR, which can double a cardiac
victim’s chances of surviving. Wheaton’s
resident advisors also will receive the training.
To support the initiative, the Wheaton
College/Norton Citizen CPR Fund has been
established to help purchase CPR Anytime
training kits that include a 30-minute video
and an inflatable mannequin on which
to practice. “Our goal is to train 2,000
Norton citizens, starting with the entire
Norton High School student body,” said
Craig Andrade, associate dean of health
and wellness and director of student health
services.
Citizen CPR is part of a larger plan
to designate Wheaton and Norton as
HeartSafe communities. The Massachusetts
Department of Public Health, through its
Office of Emergency Medical Services, and
the American Heart Association, are working to help cities and towns improve the
possibility that anyone suffering a sudden
cardiac arrest will have the best chance for
survival. The HeartSafe campaign has been
extended to include colleges and universities because of the large populations and
designated response systems.
According to the American Heart
Association, nearly 80 percent of out-ofhospital cardiac arrests occur at home and
are witnessed by a family member. Only
about 6.4 percent of victims survive because the majority of those who witness the
incident don’t know how to perform CPR.

The Wheaton peer advocates participating in the program hope to improve that figure. They include: Sarah Amin ’10, Alycia
Buchheit ’10, Jared Floch ’11, Caroline
Gassner ’10, Sarah Karevicius ’09, Kaitlyn
Kasinskas ’10, Reid Lavoie ’09 and Anna
Littlehale ’10.
Amin, a biology major and a Wheaton
health and wellness intern, said she welcomes the opportunity to train others in
CPR. “If I can save just one life by merely
educating Norton high school students,
it would make all of my volunteer efforts
worthwhile,” she said.
Floch, a psychobiology major with a minor in chemistry, already has experienced
the power of CPR. While in high school,
he worked as a certified EMT and had to
help save an elderly cardiac arrest victim.
“I was 16 years old. I always thought to
myself when we were on our way to the
calls, ‘How could I help someone; I’m only
16 years old?’ But when I got to this call I

knew that if we didn’t immediately help the
patient she would die…. We started CPR and
continued it for what seemed like forever. It
really is a blur now. Everything happens so
quickly. But I feel so good that I helped that
lady that night.”
Locally, the core partners in the CPR
program are the Norton school department,
the town fire and rescue department, Sturdy
Memorial Hospital and the American Heart
Association.
In August, Andrade and Wheaton Assistant
Director of Public Safety David Bamford met
with the town’s board of selectmen and several other officials to discuss the program.
Norton Fire Chief Peter Gomes said the
biggest benefit of the program is that it is a
collaboration that broadens the impact.
Andrade agrees: “This is an exciting initiative that advances our educational mission,
strengthens our community relationships and
provides life-saving benefits to many friends
and neighbors.” Q

Romel Antoine ’09 (left), Sarah Amin ’10 (right),
Alicia Kibbe ’11 (in background) train in CPR.
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The National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) has awarded
a $50,000 Digital Humanities
Start-Up Grant to Professor
of Computer Science Mark
LeBlanc, Prentice Professor of
English Michael Drout, and
Professor of Mathematics and
Director of Quantitative Analysis
Michael Kahn. With the funding, the three have been working as a team on a project titled
“Pattern Recognition through
Computational Stylistics: Old
English and Beyond.”
The grant program supports
projects that are innovative and
have the potential to positively
impact the humanities. NEH
officials, according to grant
guidelines, are aiming to foster
new collaborations and “advance
the role of cultural repositories
in online teaching, learning and
research.” The project, proposed
by LeBlanc, fits the bill, and
merges technology, literature and
statistical analysis in a way that
showcases the kind of interdisciplinary work that has become a
Wheaton hallmark.
Applying computer techniques
that have been used in the
analysis of DNA text, the three
professors are exploring the entire
Anglo-Saxon collection of writings with new software designed
to look for patterns in a long
string of letters. (Anglo-Saxon,
also referred to as Old English,
was spoken between the 5th and
11th centuries.)
Drout, an Anglo-Saxon scholar,
presents the literary questions to
be researched; LeBlanc, working with three students (Amos
Jones ’11, Neil Kathok ’10 and
Christina Nelson ’11), wrote the
software to tackle the answers;
and Kahn provides the all-important statistical analysis to try to
determine patterns that could be
10 Wheaton Quarterly
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Professors take new look at Old English texts

Left to right: Professor of Computer Science Mark LeBlanc, Prentice Professor of English Michael Drout, and
Professor of Mathematics and Director of Quantitative Analysis Michael Kahn.

used in comparing literary works
and perhaps in uncovering clues
about Old English poems and
prose.
Scholars at the Centre for
Medieval Studies at the University
of Toronto have digitized the hundreds of surviving Anglo-Saxon
manuscripts. The software designed by LeBlanc and Wheaton
students opens every single poem
or work of prose from that collection and counts the number
of unique words in every single
text, LeBlanc explains. The word
counts, which can be interpreted
as “signatures,” can then be
analyzed.
“Our idea is to use the software
to find patterns and then use the
brain of the literary scholar to see
if we can explain those patterns,”
says Drout. “The computer can
identify patterns that may be too
subtle for the unassisted mind to
notice, but once we use it to find
those patterns, we can apply our
analytical skills to what turns up.
“My technical research in
Anglo-Saxon is in part about style

and perceptions of style, so looking for more patterns lets me test
some of my hypotheses in ways I
couldn’t before.”
Kahn notes that word usage and
frequency are a sort of “fingerprint.” “We all tend to have favorite words or phrases and certain
topics demand a particular, even
peculiar, vocabulary. There is a
great deal of theory that suggests
an author has certain patterns of
word usage that are detectable,
though the differences between
authors may be small. This work
exploits some techniques for
detecting these differences.”
Said LeBlanc: “The exciting
thing is that we can ask a question
across an entire corpus. It’s one
thing to say that you are going
to read every single poem in the
Anglo-Saxon corpus, reread them
and put them into groups and
analyze their context. But if you
are looking for patterns down to
the word level, that’s not something a human really does well.
But it is something a computer
does. It never gets tired.”

LeBlanc and Drout note that
although the computer is allowing them to answer questions
they might not have been able to
before, it cannot replace human
scholarship.
LeBlanc was inspired to
propose this project for funding after teaching “connected”
courses with Drout. He teaches
“Computing for Poets,” and
Drout teaches “Anglo-Saxon
Literature.” In both courses,
students did interesting AngloSaxon text research projects. But
it was clear that more could be
done, the professors said.
The team has created a Web
site (lexomics.wheatoncollege.
edu) that offers their software and
research results to anyone who
wants to download the information. “We hope that we’re setting
up a larger community to do this
type of research without them
or their research teams having
to have software experts,” said
LeBlanc. “We’re hoping we’re
inspiring scholars to generate
new hypotheses.” Q

How fast does erosion occur on Titan,
Saturn’s largest moon? Associate Professor
of Geology Geoffrey Collins is trying to
figure that out as part of a three-year NASAfunded research project.
The answer holds important clues to the
geological history of Titan and the mechanics of river erosion on Earth, he said. Titan
intrigues scientists because it is the only
moon known to have clouds, a planet-like
atmosphere and a unique environment
that some scientists say may resemble that
of Earth four billion years ago, before life
began.
Collins, along with San Francisco State
Assistant Professor of Geology Leonard
Sklar, is working to duplicate the frigid
environment on Titan to determine whether
the icy bedrock in its river channels
behaves similarly to that found on Earth.
NASA has provided a total of $172,000 for
the research.
“Abundant river channels and lakes were
discovered beneath Titan’s thick atmosphere three years ago,” said Collins, “and
we want to know if it’s relatively easier or
harder to form these features on a surface
made of ice versus the surface of the Earth.

This can help us understand the question
of how long it took those channels to form.
Thousands of years? Millions? Billions?
Those different answers have very different
implications for the geological and climate
history of Titan.”
Collins notes that Titan is the first place
beyond Earth where active lakes and
streams have been found. “It’s our first
chance to see such a familiar process
in such an alien environment,” he said.
“When I give talks to groups of nonscientists and I show images of the river networks
and lakes on Titan, that’s what everyone gets
excited about, because it looks so familiar.
You could imagine yourself standing on that
familiar surface, even though other aspects
of it such as the ice bedrock, the liquid
methane, and the incredibly cold temperatures are so exotic.”
To find out more about Saturn and Titan,
three space agencies, including NASA, collaborated to launch the Cassini spacecraft
and the Huygens probe in 1997. Cassini
reached Saturn in 2004, and Huygens
reached Titan in 2005. Cassini has continued to send back intriguing images and data
since then.

NASA/JPL

Radar images of lakes and rivers near the north pole of Titan.

Keith Nordstrom

Collins explores Saturn’s mysterious moon

Collins was immediately drawn to Titan
when he first saw the images of stream
channels sent back from the Huygens
probe. “I was on a pre-tenure leave at the
University of Arizona, where the Huygens
camera had been designed. So it was a
very exciting place to be when the images
were coming back,” he said. “We were
printing them out as fast as they came
down and had them spread across this
huge conference table, trying to piece together a bigger picture of what the surface
looked like. I was intrigued by the channels, and as soon as I saw enough of them
to convince me that they were real, I realized that there was a whole giant body of
knowledge about streams on the Earth that
nobody had ever considered applying to
the icy satellites. So I immediately started
doing just that.”
Collins, whose main research interest
involves the geological processes on the
icy satellites of the outer solar system, has
worked on various NASA projects over
the years. In addition to the Titan research,
he is working on an analysis of tectonic
features on other satellites of Saturn, and
on two separate projects that involve merging data from different instruments on the
Galileo and the Cassini spacecrafts into
easily readable and useful map formats. Q
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Panorama

A valuable view
of cities
Hoping to guide and inspire students, citizens,
and local and national leaders into making the
best decisions for metropolitan areas, Assistant
Professor of Economics Russell Williams (along
with Mary Huff Stevenson and Barry Bluestone)
has written The Urban Experience: Economics,
Society, and Public Policy. The textbook, which
reaches beyond the college audience, lays
important groundwork by explaining what is
happening to our cities and why. Williams, who
is also a senior research associate at the Center
for Urban and Regional Policy in Boston, teaches
Wheaton students about the interaction of
economic dynamics and institutional and social
factors. We talked with him about the new book.

Teaching. First, I, and many other urban
economics teachers, found that the previous
textbooks were so caught up in presenting
certain theoretical approaches that they
failed to capture the liveliness and dynamism of urban areas. Students found such
books boring. Second, some of the theoretical models in previous books were out of
date and did not represent current dynamics
in U.S. cities. My co-authors and I decided
to write a book that was current, rich in
examples, theoretically strong in analyzing
the forces at work in a metropolitan area,
and that also addressed how those forces
themselves are changing. Finally, previous
books were typically written for students in
the advanced stages of an economics major.
We believed that we could illuminate most
urban dynamics for people who had taken
only a few econ courses, and make the subject not only interesting for econ majors,
but also accessible
and exciting to the
many interested students who major in
other disciplines.
What do you hope to
achieve?
We expect that
students and
other readers will
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Nicki Pardo

What inspired you to write this textbook?

come away with a greater understanding of
urban dynamics of the past, those that have
influenced the present, and those that are
shaping the future. We also hope they will
gain greater understanding of the interaction of economic, social dynamics and
public policy in shaping urban experience.
They will gain substantial insights into the
opportunities, problems and challenges of
our metropolitan areas, and the similarities
and diversity of urban experience across the
country.
Why is this important?
It’s important for people to learn and then
apply the knowledge to the urban areas
in which they are interested. We want to

empower them to take meaningful action to
improve their metro areas, to analyze their
histories and their challenges, by understanding the forces—both domestically and
internationally—that are shaping the experiences of people in cities and suburbs.
What is unique about your exploration of cities?
We combine discussion of urban economic
theory with attention to the history of cities,
including demographic, technological and
spatial change; insight into the role of public
policy; and discussion of key social and
community dynamics. Awareness of all of
these elements is essential for understanding
important urban economic issues like transportation, education and housing.

Tell me about the accompanying software.
We wanted to get individual readers to understand how issues discussed in the book
relate to specific places of interest to them.
The CD provides people with an easy way
to get information about those places. The
software and data also make it very easy to
create tables and charts on every city and
suburb in the United States.
What led you to become an economist?
I realized that the path to understanding a

lot of different things in the world involved
economics. While still a teenager, I was
exposed to a variety of socioeconomic
circumstances, from my home state, South
Carolina, to my undergraduate years at
Amherst College and the opportunity to
travel around the world. As my career
developed, I wanted to deepen my insight
into the various circumstances in which
people live, and economics was an essential part of understanding important
issues like jobs, the availability of goods

and services, the quality of education, or
the response of the public sector to various
issues. I saw many features of the quality of
life during trips to various cities—each of
which had a different feel, different looks
and different circumstances for different
segments of the population. I realized
that all of those things were related to the
economic activity in each place, and the
relationships between economic activity and other social phenomena. I was
intrigued. Q

Publications, Honors and creative works

Faculty
Assistant Professor of Political
Science Marcus Allen co-authored
the article “Survey of African
American Portrayal in Introductory
Textbooks in American
Government/Politics: A Report
of the APSA Standing Committee
on the Status of Blacks in the
Profession” in PS: Political Science
& Politics (January 2008).
Professor of Religion Jonathan
Brumberg-Kraus published the article “Torah on the Table: A Sensual
Morality,” in Food & Morality:
Proceedings of the Oxford
Symposium on Food & Cookery
2007 (Prospect Books, 2008).
Michael Drout, William C.H.
and Elsie D. Prentice professor of
English, published a course book
on CD, A Way with Words IV: The
Art of Poetry (Recorded Books,
LLC, Maryland, 2008).
Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Matthew Evans co-authored
the paper “Degassing of metamorphic carbon dioxide from
the Nepal Himalaya,” published
in Geochemistry, Geophysics,
Geosystems (2008). The paper
was also featured in Science
Perspectives (June 2008).
Professor of Italian Studies
Tommasina Gabriele published

the paper “Una donna in Legame
profondo di Rodolfo Doni” in
Spiritualità e storia nell’opera
di Rodolfo Doni. Proceedings
of February 2008 conference in
Florence, Italy, Edizioni Polistampa
(2008).
Henrietta Jennings Professor of
French Studies Edward Gallagher
published the article “Civic
Patroness and Moral Guide: The
Role of the Eponymous Heroine in
the Miracles de Sainte Geneviève
(c. 1420) from MS 1131 from the
Bibliothèque Sainte-Geneviève,
Paris” in Studia Neophilologica
(2008). His article “Saint Fiacre
in Early Sixteenth-Century Paris:
The 1529 Drama of His Life
Before Meaux” was published in
Neuphilologische Mitteilungen
(2008), and his book review
of Approaches to Teaching the
Song of Roland was published in
Dalhousie French Studies (2007).
Scott Gelber, assistant professor
of education, published the article
“The Crux and the Magic: The
Political History of Boston Magnet
Schools, 1968–1989” in Equity &
Excellence in Education (November
2008).
Associate Professor of Computer
Science Michael Gousie and
Professor of Sociology John Grady
were among the co-authors for
the paper “Using Metaphors in

Dynamic Social Stratification
Visualizations,” published in
Dynamic Social Stratification
Visualizations, 12th International
Conference on Information
Visualization (2008). The paper
was also presented at the 12th
International Conference on
Information Visualization in
London in July 2008.
Associate Professor of English and
Playwright-in-Residence Charlotte
Meehan received a 2008–2009
Howard Foundation Fellowship in
playwriting.
James Mulholland, assistant professor of English, is writing a series
of columns about the challenges
of balancing research and teaching
at a liberal arts college for the
Chronicle of Higher Education.
John Partridge, associate professor
of philosophy, published the article “Socrates, Rationality, and the
Daimonion” in Ancient Philosophy
(2008).
Mary Beth Tierney-Tello, professor
of Hispanic studies, published the
article “Remembering Childhood:
Critical Memory Through Text and
Image in Miguel Gutiérrez’s La
destrucción del reino” in Mosaic:
A Journal for the Interdisciplinary
Study of Literature” (June 2008).
Assistant Professor of Political
Science Thomas Vicino has written

Transforming Race and Class in
Suburbia: Decline in Metropolitan
Baltimore (Palgrave Macmillan,
2008).

Alumnae/i
Lynne Bond ’71 received the 2008
George V. Kidder Faculty Award
for her excellence in teaching
from the University of Vermont
Alumni Association.
Ellen Booraem ’73 has written
her first novel, The Unnameables
(Harcourt Children’s Books,
2008), described by Kirkus
Reviews as an “ever-surprising,
genre-defying page-turner.” The
Junior Literary Guild included the
novel in its list of recommended
titles.
Betty Reardon ’51 was recognized by the Peace and Justice
Studies Association with their
annual award for Outstanding
Contribution to Peace Studies. She
received the award at the PJSA
Conference in Portland, Ore., in
September 2008.
Nicole Tadgell ’91 has illustrated
the book No Mush Today by
Sally Derby (Lee & Low Books,
2008). A Kirkus review noted that
Tadgell’s watercolor illustrations
create “a soft dreamlike world
filled with details.”
Summer
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FIELD REPORT

Rise and shine 2011 athletes excel in all arenas
Each summer the Office of Admission assembles a profile on the incoming class
that showcases Wheaton’s newest arrivals.
Glancing at the prior accomplishments of
the Class of 2011, success stories for the
2007–08 academic year appeared imminent. And there was no greater proof of that
than in the athletics arena.
With nearly 43 percent of the institution’s
21 varsity programs’ rosters comprising firstyear student-athletes, the class quickly put a
stamp on one of the most successful school
years in Wheaton history. As a whole, the
Lyons boasted their highest winning percentage since adding the 21st program over
a decade ago. Wheaton also turned in its
most victories ever.
Moreover, the teams combined to qualify
for four NCAA Tournaments while winning a league-high five NEWMAC titles.
Included in one of the crowns was women’s
track and field, which earned placement at
the indoor and outdoor national championships.
The accomplishments beg the question:
How did a group of student-athletes who
hadn’t competed at the college level make
an impact so quickly? Talent, drive and
focus were essential, said coaches and
players.
Matthew Ristuccia ’05, who was
a first-year men’s soccer player
in 2001 and is now an assistant coach, arguably
helped lead the
most significant
freshman groups
among Wheaton’s
teams last year.
Nine first-year
players regularly served
starting
roles on
a team
that
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won the conference’s regular season and
tournament titles while advancing to the
NCAAs.
Ristuccia points to recruiting, successful
club and high school programs, and passion
for the game as three keys to last year’s success. “After a few local talents committed,
other local talents took notice and committed,” he said. “Maybe they recognized an
opportunity to create something special.
Second, they came in with the expectation
to win and were prepared for the rigors of
top-tier Division III soccer. Third, they all
wanted to improve and play when it wasn’t
required of them.
“All 15 players impacted the program, either as starters or reserves pushing the guy in
front of them on the depth chart to improve.
The attitude this class displays results in
daily, weekly, monthly and yearly improvement that we have already begun to see.”
Men’s soccer and women’s track and
field weren’t the only teams to bask in
glory. Baseball, women’s basketball and
women’s soccer each captured NEWMAC
regular season and tournament championships while competing at their respective
NCAA Tournaments. Men’s
lacrosse reached its first
Pilgrim League title
game in a dozen years.
Women’s volleyball
had an 18-win improvement from the previous season. Women’s
swimming and diving
recorded the program’s
most victories and highest
conference championship
placement.
Swimming and diving head coach Jean-Paul
Gowdy noted: “If you have
the talent and drive and can
put it all together the first
year, there is potential to make an
immediate impact.”
In addition to contributing to a
myriad of team triumphs, the Class of
2011 made its mark via individual

Christopher Landers

Laurenmaria Smith

accolades as well, ranging from
conference rookie of the year all the
way up to national champion.
Anthony Coppola was showered with top
men’s basketball rookie awards from numerous organizations, including D3hoops.com,
the Eastern College Athletic Conference
(ECAC) and NEWMAC. Synchronized swimmer Sonvje Ryen won the national title in a
figures competition at the collegiate championship meet. And women’s track and field’s
Erin Neville became an NCAA All-America
high jumper.
Neville’s formula for success? “Hard work
both on the track and in the classroom. No
matter the outcome of a meet or exam, I
always pushed myself and never gave up.”
Other major rookie honors occurred
at the conference level. Men’s lacrosse’s
Christopher Landers was Pilgrim League

He shoots! He scores!
The basketball hoop is 18 inches in

Show-offs By the numbers

10
23
26
29
500
739

diameter; the ball is 9. And the three-point

Swimming first-year athletes were a part of 10 school records
and six all-conference honors.
Melida Alvarez set the women’s soccer program’s freshman
goals record with 23.

line is 19' 9" from the basket. Anthony
Coppola ’11 isn’t a math or physics major,
but he is a master at figuring out how to
get that ball to drop through that hoop for
three points. He’s one of the top long-range

Men’s tennis freshmen contributed to 26 of the team’s
29 doubles wins.

shooters in Wheaton history.

With 29 goals, Christopher Landers recorded the most by a
Wheaton men’s lacrosse freshman since 1996.
Anthony Coppola finished the men’s basketball season as the
fifth Lyon to ever score 500 points.
Women’s volleyball’s Kristen Hunt set a single-season school record
in digs (739).

His first-year-record 85 three-pointers
were tied for third among all Division III
freshmen, and his shooting percentage from
beyond the arc ranked second among firstyear players and sixth overall.
How does he do it? He devotes at least
half of all his training workouts to shooting.
He doesn’t give away all of his secrets, but

Rookie of the Year. Men’s soccer’s Kyle
Sye and tracksters Laurenmaria Smith and
Mark Williamson earned NEWMAC’s top
accolades.
Landers and
Williamson both said
having others around
them with a similar
commitment
was critical to
their success.
“My
teammates
bonded
together and
pushed each
other to use any
time we could
to continue to
improve,” said
Landers. “It also
helped that we
connected with
the rest of the team
as soon as we arrived
on campus…. The reassurance of the upperclassmen
was comforting as we came
together throughout the year. It
was only fitting that our team’s
Melida Alvarez

theme was ‘family’ because of how close
we all are.”
“Some of the people who helped me
the most through the year were my
teammates and coaches,” added
Williamson. “I believe a strong
dedication, along with a love
for what you do, can help you
succeed, especially when those
around you are on the same level.”
He views last year as something that
could become the norm. “I hope to
surpass last year’s achievements with new
ones this year and, with a strong first-year
class joining the team, I believe we will
have a lot of freshmen having successful
seasons.” Q
—Scott Dietz

said that setting his feet, keeping his elbows
in and having a quick release are key.
What’s on his mind when he’s shooting?
“The ball is going in the hoop,” he said.
“When I shoot the ball I’m confident it’s
going in and, if I miss, then I’m going to
shoot the next one, too. Good shooters shoot
until they make them.” Q
—Scott Dietz

Kristen Hunt

Winter 2009 15

CAMPUS CALENDAR

DECEMBER
4 The Great Woods Chamber Orchestra
Winter Concert | Music director and
conductor Earl Raney leads the ensemble
in an elegant evening of Baroque and seasonal favorites. Weber Theatre, Watson
Fine Arts, 7:30 p.m.
5 Wheaton College Dance Company |
Troupe performs under the direction of
Visiting Assistant Professor of Theatre/
Dance Christianna Kavaloski. Weber
Theatre, Watson Fine Arts, 8 p.m.

Michael Dwyer

7 Holiday Vespers Concert | Wheaton
Chorale, under the direction of Associate
Professor of Music Tim Harbold, sings
carols and other music from a wide
variety of cultures and traditions, Cole
Memorial Chapel. Post-concert reception,
Balfour-Hood atrium, 7:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY
11

Music department faculty recital
| Sponsored by the Faculty and Friends
Music Series, Weber Theatre, Watson
Fine Arts, 7:30 p.m.

13

Wheaton College Jazz Band |
Performance will feature the music
of Grammy Award winner Herbie
Hancock. The ensemble will perform in
honor of Black History Month, Kresge
Experimental Theatre, Watson Fine Arts,
7:30 p.m.

MARCH
1 New Plays Festival 2009 | Original student works will be showcased beginning
on Monday, March 3, with the popular
“Ten-Fest”—an evening of ten-minute
“mini plays.” Coordinated by Visiting
Professor of Dramaturgy Julie Fei-Fan
Balzer, Associate Professor of English
Charlotte Meehan and Professor of
Theatre David Fox. Kresge Experimental
Theatre, Watson Fine Arts, 7:30 p.m.
Performances continue through March 5.

APRIL
9 Theatre Department Mainstage
Production | Directed by Professor of
Theatre David Fox, Weber Theatre,
Watson Fine Arts, 7:30 p.m. Performances
also on April 10, 11, 16, 17 and 18.
All programs and events subject to change. For
more information and the latest calendar listings,
visit www.wheatoncollege.edu. For the fall
sports calendar, visit www.wheatoncollege.
edu/athletics.
16 Wheaton Quarterly

Vespers: A time to gather and reflect
For more than 50 years, Wheaton has presented its annual Vespers concert. The tradition brings together the entire campus and local community to celebrate the holidays.
The Wheaton Chorale and Chamber Singers will present this year’s concert on Sunday,
December 7, at 7:30 p.m. in Cole Memorial Chapel. This season, there is even more
to celebrate: 2008 marks the 20th anniversary of the Wheaton Chorale, which was
formed when the college became co-educational.
The name Vespers derives from the Latin word for evening and is traditionally the
name of the evening prayer service. However, the Vespers tradition at Wheaton is no
longer a religious ceremony. Associate Professor of Music and Choral Director Tim
Harbold has adjusted the tradition to better reflect diverse cultures and beliefs.
“My goals for Vespers have been to present educationally significant literature, to
uphold the sense of meaningful holiday tradition that has defined the event in the past,
and to broaden its boundaries to better reflect our diverse campus community today,”
he said.
The model for Wheaton’s Vespers program comes from the Christian ”Lessons and
Carols” service, which alternates carols and songs with readings from the biblical
Christmas story. In Wheaton’s new version of the service, the readings usually come
from secular poetry, and the repertoire is chosen from both the sacred and the secular.
In the past, Vespers has celebrated themes such as seasons, stars, bells, flowers,
lullabies, awakenings or celebrations. The diverse selections have spanned six continents and 10 centuries. This year, the common focuses will be on animals and musical
instruments. Music to be featured includes: Britten’s “Rejoice in the Lamb,” Purcell’s
“Come, Ye Sons of Art” and much more. In keeping with tradition, the Vespers readings
will be done by members of the Wheaton community.
All are welcome to the event. A reception will follow the concert in the BalfourHood atrium. Q
—Amy Dumont ’09

Sophie Browne ’09

Wheaton in the News

Tennis team basks in
U.S. Open spotlight

The Chronicle of Higher
Education ran an essay written by Professor of English
Paula Krebs. She discussed
the experience of ceding some
of the control she has in the
classroom over to others during the monthlong Summer
Institute for Literary and
Cultural Studies that was held
at Wheaton.
In the honest and thoughtprovoking piece, she wrote:
“The summer institute would
mean depending on faculty members from many
other institutions, folks I didn’t
know, on a project about
which I cared deeply. So I was
nervous. I wanted to run this
project myself, but I wasn’t
quite arrogant enough to think
I could….
“All the work of the institute
was collaborative in a way I
had never before experienced.
I learned to bow more to others’ judgment and got used to
depending on other people
more than I ever had before
in my professional life. And
I liked it. I still value my autonomy in the classroom and
elsewhere. But I think I have a
much better grip on how truly
collaborative the education
enterprise
is. And
that’s
bound
to be
good for
me, as a
faculty
member, to
rememProfessor Paula Krebs
ber.”

The U.S. Open’s official Web
site put Wheaton’s women’s
tennis team in the spotlight
during a video segment that ran
during the tournament in New
York. Lynn Miller, head coach,
and Katherine Knies ’10 and
Caralina O’Connell ’10 were
each interviewed for “Live @ the
Open.” The team was in New
York soaking up inspiration.

Sun Chronicle
focuses on changes
in campus food
Campus food has come a long
way since pizza and burgers,
with colleges offering students
healthier choices and more
variety. The Sun Chronicle in
Attleboro took note of this in
a recent article, and included
the fact that Wheaton accommodates more varied student
schedules than in the past.

Students here can eat from
7 a.m. to 2 a.m.
“When I went to school 20
years ago, sun-dried tomatoes
would have been considered exotic,” Michael Graca,
assistant vice president for
communications, told the
newspaper. “The big trend in
dining services for students
is the increase in the kinds
of choices they are looking
for.” Q

Michael Dwyer

Chronicle features
Krebs’s essay

Christian Science Monitor notes election efforts
The Christian Science Monitor noted Wheaton’s work to encourage students to be engaged in
the November election and to vote. The story focused on the efforts of colleges nationwide to
turn the election into an opportunity for education.
At Wheaton, the Office of Service, Spirituality and Social Responsibility set up a Web site
for voter education and registration. A series of events were planned to “model a postpartisan or bipartisan conversation,” Associate Dean for SSSR Vereene Parnell told the paper. She
added: It takes effort to “resurrect the idea that...we get smarter if we engage respectfully with
the people who disagree with us.”
The story also was carried by Yahoo News, and the National Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities posted it to their daily national higher education news roundup.
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Elita Pastra-Landis ’69 as a
student and Bojan Jennings, her
chemistry professor, in the 1960s.
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Leading the way
Bojan Jennings spends career
influencing field of chemistry
By Mary Howard ’85

In 1965, Elita Pastra-Landis ’69 first met Bojan Hamlin Jennings,
now professor emerita of chemistry, while standing in the
president’s garden, having just arrived on campus as a first-year
student. Little did she know the significance that encounter and
the years to follow with Jennings would have on her life.
Recalls Pastra-Landis: “She learned about my possible interest
in chemistry and immediately outlined my entire future: doctorate
in chemistry, preferably from Harvard, and a career in academic
life. Unbelievably enough,
her prediction became a
reality and I followed in her
footsteps.”
Pastra-Landis, chemistry professor and interim
provost, is just one example
of the many women Jennings
encouraged to pursue a career in the sciences. And that
influence is just one element
of the remarkable legacy
she has added to Wheaton’s
history, for which she was
recognized this fall with an
honorary degree.
In her four decades at Wheaton, Jennings encouraged more
than 150 chemistry majors, many of whom went on to doctoral
work in the sciences and medical degrees.
“She single-handedly created a vigorous research program [in
chemistry] at Wheaton,” says Pastra-Landis, who participated in
research with Jennings, starting the summer after her first year at
Wheaton. “The summer programs included not only three months
of research, but also weekly seminars where we were introduced
to some of the hottest topics in chemistry of the day.”
In 1959, Jennings won Wheaton’s first summer research grants,
$2,190 to study the effects of ultrasound on carbon tetrachloride
and chloroform. Suzanne Townsend Purrington ’60 collaborated

with Jennings on this first project. “It was her energy, her excitement—you got swept up in it,” she says.
At the time, ultrasound technology was not commonplace.
“We were so excited about what we were doing. Wheaton had
next to no instruments other than analytical balances, and we
went all over to various universities, begging or borrowing for this
or that to complete our experiments,” says Jennings.
Purrington lived with Jennings and her family for two summers
while she completed the
research and has remained
in close contact with her
mentor ever since. “She was
instrumental in my decision to
pursue a career in chemistry,”
says Purrington, who received
her Ph.D. from Harvard
under the same advisor as
Jennings. In 2003, she retired
from North Carolina State
University, after a 25-year
career as a professor of chemistry. “She was a dynamic
teacher,” says Purrington.
In addition to studying
chemical reactions induced by ultrasound, Jennings has researched photochemical reactions of bases found in DNA and
RNA and the synthesis of steroids related to estrogens. All of her
research was done with students and supported by grants from the
Research Corporation, the Petroleum Research Fund, the National
Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation.
Throughout her career, Jennings published 10 professional articles
in scientific journals. All were co-authored with her students.
“She’s inspired so many of us,” says Purrington, who along with
Pastra-Landis and Donna S. Amenta ’65, professor and head of
the chemistry department at James Madison University in Virginia,
nominated Jennings for an American Chemical Society Award
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A solid foundation
Jennings grew up in Lake
Villa, Ill. “Population:
500. It was Midwest personified,” she says. “My mother was the
only Democrat in our town.” At the age of 12, Jennings became
seriously interested in the work of Paul de Kruif, the American
microbiologist. After reading his Microbe Hunters, she decided to
become a physician, though she knew that few women got into
medical school at that time.
Her mother had attended a normal school and taught briefly in
a one-room schoolhouse in Montana. “She had a good education for a woman in the early 20th century,” says Jennings. Since
there was no high school in Lake Villa, her father, a contractor,
drove her back and forth to a regional high school in a neighboring town. But Jennings’s mother was dissatisfied with the educa20 Wheaton Quarterly

tion there. Although it was during the Great Depression and her
father was out of work, Jennings was able to go to Kemper Hall,
an Episcopal boarding school for girls in Kenosha, Wis., benefiting from a full scholarship. “It was wonderful. I received a great
education,” says Jennings.
On the suggestions of her mother and teachers at Kemper,
Jennings applied to Bryn Mawr College in Pennsylvania and was
admitted. Initially, she had “no burning dedication” to chemistry. She took the first-year
course and sophomore
organic chemistry at Bryn
Mawr because they were
prerequisites for medical school. “I enjoyed my
classes and my professors,
though that first year was
pretty rugged.”
But as she progressed in
her education, she became
more and more drawn to
chemistry. “It was serendipitous,” she says. Her
chances for medical school
were slim. “There was no
money, no scholarships.”
So, the head of Bryn Mawr’s
chemistry department suggested she apply to Harvard
for its graduate program in
chemistry.
“It was during World
War II. The men were off
fighting, and places like
Harvard needed students.
I just slid into a slot,” she
says.
In 1941, women graduate
students were in the definite
minority at Harvard. There
were only two. “Most of the
professors didn’t want women at the school.” Did the discrimination bother her? “I felt proud to be bucking the tide. I think I was
faintly amused by it all.”
There was one man who supported Jennings—her advisor Paul
Bartlett, a professor. She became interested in physical organic
chemistry, a relatively new field and Bartlett’s specialty. “I found it
extremely fascinating,” she says.
After receiving her master’s degree in 1943, Jennings went to
Radcliffe’s placement office. Ironically, they sent her to be interviewed by two representatives of Wheaton College in Illinois, who
were in Boston recruiting faculty. But the conservative rules of the
Midwest school did not sit well with the free-spirited Jennings.

Michael Dwyer

(ACS) in 2006. “No one gets those awards on the first try,” says
Purrington, “but she won.” Jennings received the ACS Award for
Encouraging Women into Careers in the Chemical Sciences in
2007.
“Learning from her was an active experience with a message
that rang clear that chemistry was alive and not a stagnant pool
of knowledge,” says Amenta. “When she introduced the theory of
hybridization in an introductory course, she remarked at the end
of her lecture, ‘This is the
best theory we have at present to explain these facts.
Perhaps someday one of you
will come up with, or contribute to, a better theory.’”
“Bojan urged her students
to continue in chemistry, not
only as academics, but also
in the chemical industry or
medicine. She reached out,
being supportive no matter
what field they chose to follow,” says Pastra-Landis.
Jennings was chair of the
Department of Chemistry
from 1978 until her retirement in 1985. From
1975 to 1978, she held
the A. Howard Meneely
Professorship for Excellence
in Teaching. Shortly before
she retired, Jennings helped
to design a major in biochemistry, insisting that a
full year of physical chemistry be included in the course
of study.

Jennings’s energy is the first thing one notices. Though she
is in her late 80s, she strides like a young woman and doesn’t
think twice about using the spiral staircase at her Plymouth,
Mass., home. When she was a child, Pastra-Landis’s daughter,
Tanya, called Jennings “the girl with the white hair.” And it is an
apt description. “Jennings combines the intensity and seriousness of purpose for which she is famous with a playful, yet wry,
sense of humor and all the energy of a young girl,” says PastraLandis.
Jennings has hardly slowed down in her retirement. A trustee
of the Pilgrim Society in Plymouth, she has served on a variety
of its committees. She is the author of four books, including
Chemistry at Wheaton and Bathshua: The Most Extraordinary
Crime Ever Perpetrated in New England.
The latter is a fictionalized account of
A model for others
Jennings is still very much a part of
a very real murder that took place in
Jennings’s husband, Addison, was in the
Massachusetts during the American
Navy serving in the Pacific at the time, and
the Wheaton community. A faculty
Revolution.
she lived in Everett Hall with a suitemate,
“Writing the novel was the hardest
Nancy Conger, who taught drama. The
chair in chemistry bears her name,
thing
I have ever done,” says Jennings.
following year she had a room of her own
But
her
efforts paid off. The book is a
and she frequently visits campus for
in Stanton Hall. “The rooms were part of
finely
wrought,
meticulously researched
our pay, as were our meals, which we had
look
at
the
possible
motives behind a
seminars and lectures. And almost
in Emerson along with the students. It was
murder that captured the imagination of
a stretch for Wheaton to have a married
every spring, at her lovely home on
New Englanders for centuries.
woman in a dorm back then, but the colHer current project is a biography of
lege managed to survive this radical social
the Atlantic, she and Pastra-Landis
Mary
Ellen Avery ’48, Jennings’s former
innovation,” says Jennings.
student and the pediatrician whose efforts
After the war, Jennings joined her hushost the senior chemistry majors for
led to the discovery of the cause of reband in New York City, where he had a
spiratory distress syndrome in premature
job with Arthur Andersen, then a highly
dinner and a walk on the beach.
babies, greatly reducing the number of
respected accounting firm. A little later,
infants who die from this condition each
she heard from Evans that Wheaton was
year.
“It
was
a
groundbreaking
discovery,” says Jennings.
looking for someone to take the position she had left. The Jennings
Avery
received
a
National
Medal
of Science in 1991 from
family, which now included two children, Hamlin and Nora Lyn,
President
George
H.W.
Bush
in
the
garden
off the Oval Office.
moved to Norton, and Addison set up his own accounting busiThat same year, she was admitted to the National Academy
ness in Taunton.
of Sciences, one of the highest honors for an American scienWith two young children at home, Jennings found it chaltist. And in 2001, she was elected president of the American
lenging to be both a teacher and a mother, and soon she would
Association for the Advancement of Science.
become a student again. “I really wanted to stay at Wheaton,
Jennings is still very much a part of the Wheaton community.
and I thought I darn well better get my Ph.D.” She received her
A
faculty
chair in chemistry bears her name, and she frequently
doctorate at Harvard in 1955, the same year her third child,
visits
campus
for seminars and lectures. In 2004, she was the
Constance, was born.
first
faculty
member
(albeit long retired) to invite then-new
Reflecting on her award from the ACS, Jennings says that
president Ronald A. Crutcher for dinner, along with several
maybe it was her seemingly “normal” life that influenced her
others in the Wheaton community. And almost every spring, at
students’ choice of a career in chemistry. “They could see for
her lovely home on the Atlantic, she and Pastra-Landis host the
themselves that marriage and a career were not incompatible,
senior chemistry majors for dinner and a walk on the beach.
with a little bit of luck.” She also credits the strong support of her
“And,” said Pastra-Landis, “she quizzes every one of them
husband and the “wise and helpful” women, Mildred Evans and
about
their plans for the future.” Q
Maud Marshall, who came before her at Wheaton.
“They had a list of what I could and couldn’t do as a professor: no smoking, no drinking, that kind of thing.” She turned
them down.
Shortly afterward, Radcliffe placement officials suggested that
Jennings look into an opening at Wheaton College in Norton,
Mass. “On a beautiful June day I met with the late chemistry
professor and head of the department, Mildred Evans. After
the interview, she told me to wander around campus and look
it over while she went to talk with the president. As I walked
about, I fell in love with Wheaton.”
Evans emerged from a short consultation with the president
and offered Jennings a position as assistant professor. “It was just
like that. No search committee—nothing like they do today.”

“They were the pioneers who earned their advanced degrees
in chemistry and went on to their productive careers at a time
when such things were almost unheard of.”

Mary Howard ’85 is a freelance writer and editor who lives in
southeastern Connecticut. Did you have a class with Jennings?
Tell us about it. E-mail us at quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
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Good dog
Susan Meddaugh’s animated
canine fetches spot on PBS

By Ted Nesi ’07
Illustrations by Susan Meddaugh
Photos by Michael Dwyer

Since 1978, Susan Meddaugh ’66 has written and illustrated 20 of her own children’s picture books and illustrated 19 books for other authors. Meddaugh is best
known for her six stories about Martha, a dog who gains the ability to speak by eating alphabet soup. The character was based on Meddaugh’s own dog, Martha. The
idea came to her when her son Niko, who was 7 at the time, looked up while eating
lunch and asked: “Mom, if Martha ate alphabet soup, would she speak?”
Martha Speaks, Meddaugh’s first book with Martha as the main character, sold
very well after it was published in 1992, and The New York Times named it one
of the Best Illustrated Children’s Books of the Year. Boston Magazine soon picked
Martha as one of the city’s up-and-coming celebrities. The distinction led to an invitation to the magazine’s swanky annual party—which Meddaugh and her husband
attended, with the real Martha the dog in tow.
Martha’s (and Meddaugh’s) star is set to rise further with the national television
debut of a new animated television series, also called Martha Speaks, based on
the books. It began airing on PBS KIDS this September. The series is produced by
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Based on the popular books by Susan Meddaugh ’66,
Martha Speaks debuted its first season on PBS KIDS
September 1. The series follows the adventures of
Martha, a beloved family dog, whose appetite for
alphabet soup gives her the power of human speech.

WGBH Boston from the same team who brought Arthur and
Curious George to public television, and by Vancouver’s
Studio B Productions.
Meddaugh has been intimately involved in the series’ creation—a five-year process—and has felt both energized and
overwhelmed by the project. “I’ve never had so much work in
my life!” said the 63-year-old writer.
Carol Greenwald, the senior executive producer of children’s programs at WGBH Boston, has high hopes for the new
series. “I’m keeping my fingers crossed and hope that kids will
find it,” she said. “I have a lot of faith in Martha. I think she’s
such a great character.”
The Martha books have become a mainstay on the bookshelves of homes and libraries across the country, with nearly
a million copies sold. “It’s a very gratifying career,” Meddaugh
said during an interview at her home in the suburbs outside
Boston. She lives with her son and four rambunctious dogs
who have the run of the place.
Greenwald first asked Meddaugh about doing a television
series based on the books nearly a decade ago, but at the time
she demurred. (Others also approached her, including Disney
and HBO.)
By 2003, however, Meddaugh felt the timing was right.
Coincidentally, Greenwald and PBS were looking for a new
children’s show that could also build the vocabulary skills
of 4- to 7-year-olds—a key focus of the U.S. Department of
Education, which is partly funding Martha Speaks. And what
better vocabulary teacher than a talking dog?
24 Wheaton Quarterly

“Boy,” Greenwald said, “to me, those two were just meant for
each other.”
Meddaugh was initially concerned that the vocabulary definitions would get in the way of the narrative. “I was worried that
they would interrupt the flow, but WGBH has done a really
excellent job of making the definitions a natural part of the
story,” she said.
Stories have always been a part of Meddaugh’s life, ever since
her childhood in Montclair, N.J. Her father viewed the world
with a wonderful sense of humor, she said, while her mother
was an avid movie fan with a bit of the flair for the dramatic.
“She’d read and she’d watch movies—she didn’t care a fig
about housework,” Meddaugh said, with a laugh.
Painfully shy as a child, Meddaugh found an outlet in art. At
Wheaton she majored in French, but what she remembers most
fondly are her studio art classes with two “absolutely wonderful” married assistant art professors, Joyce and Melvin Zabarsky.
And with only a handful of studio art students at the time, she
said, “We had private lessons, essentially, for two years.”
After college, Meddaugh landed a job at Houghton Mifflin in
Boston, working for Walter Lorraine, the legendary children’s
book editor. There, she worked as a designer of children’s
books.
Working at Houghton was an on-the-job education in the
making of books for children, particularly the magic of the
picture book. Meddaugh points to an afternoon in the ’70s
when she came across a copy of H.A. Rey’s Curious George.
She remembered reading the book as a child, but as an adult,

She marvels at the success that has come her way thanks
to the real Martha, who passed away in 1996. “You wonder,
how can this happen?” she said. “You adopt a stray dog, and
she takes you on this really amazing ride. I’m lucky. Very,
very lucky.” Q
Ted Nesi ’07 is an award-winning reporter at the Providence
Business News. Do you have a comment about this story?
E-mail the Quarterly at quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
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wondered about the story’s amazing staying power. What was
the apparently timeless appeal of the little monkey? Then,
flipping through the pages, she came to the simple drawing of
Curious George holding a fistful of colorful balloons. Something
about the image transported her back to her 6-year-old self and
the feeling of being drawn completely into the world created by
H.A. Rey.
It was a moment she never forgot. (Indeed, when the most
recent Martha book was published four years ago, Publishers
Weekly declared: “Meddaugh does for dogs what H.A. Rey
does for monkeys.”)
After a decade of designing other people’s books, Meddaugh
decided to strike out on her own, first as an illustrator and then
as an author, too.
It was during that time Meddaugh met the man who would
become her husband, Harry Foster. He was a natural history
editor at Houghton who worked with Jane Goodall and Roger
Tory Peterson, among others.
Foster died of a brain tumor last year, after a long illness.
Working on the television show has given Meddaugh something to focus on as she deals with her loss. “It is exciting work
and was a welcome distraction,” she said. “Absolutely.”
Currently, Meddaugh serves as a creative producer on every
aspect of the series, from scripts to designs to rough cuts. She is
also working on a chapter book—her second—and says there
may be more Martha books in the future, although she makes
no promises.
“Somehow, it has evolved that I’m doing what I really love
to do—making stories,” she said. “And it’s almost an accident,
or maybe it’s a natural progression of interests, decisions and
timing.”
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Stick by stick
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Artist creates sculpture,
Wheaton builds
connection
By Hannah Benoit

Photos by Hannah Benoit, Michael Graca, Keith Nordstrom and Nicki Pardo
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During its creation, Dougherty worked with nearly 100 people
ripp Evans was taking a walk in his home city of
in the Wheaton community and practically became a member
Providence one summer day when he came upon
of the community himself.
an unusual sight: a huge construction made entirely of bare branches, sprawling across a college
Trees the charm
green.
His first thoughts were: “Who made this? …
Dougherty’s approach to making art is, in the words of the art
What made this?”
critic Kate Farrell, “radically participatory.” An itinerant artist,
Though formed from earthly materials, the piece had an
Dougherty creates eight to 10 pieces a year for colleges, museother-worldly quality, as if it had been woven by mysterious
ums and other organizations. Not only does he depend upon
forces, or perhaps a band of sprites. Was
the collaboration of others, but he creates
there magic involved?
most of his work outdoors, in full view of
Dougherty engages other people
“I still remember turning a corner and seepassersby.
ing it sitting there, and the sense of discovery
“I have no studio doors to close, and no
in the making of his art, and
and incredible joy I felt,” says Evans, chair
place to hide, so the public has full access
together they build the monumental
of the Department of Art and Art History at
to the process,” says Dougherty. “Some artWheaton. He had to know more.
ists might consider that consternating, but I
structures whose ethereal
The sculpture on the Brown University
use it as a cultural exchange, one in which
appearance
masks
complex,
campus, titled “Square Roots,” turned out
the people and the energy of that place
to be the creation of Patrick Dougherty, a
are folded back into the sculpture.” This
well-engineered designs.
North Carolina artist who has built close
participatory process “deeply embeds the
to 200 “stickwork” installations across the
work in the community,” he says, “not only
country and around the world. Dougherty’s raw materials are the because some people have worked on it, but because other
bare twigs and branches of saplings. Tons of them go into a single people have observed that activity and feel closer to the work.”
sculpture—but no wires, nails or other fasteners.
Twig deal
There is another thing that goes into his work: the labor of
many hands. Dougherty engages other people in the making of
At first, Dougherty’s Wheaton project looked like a small
his art, and together they build the monumental structures whose
thicket of bare saplings that had sprouted up overnight. Pieces
ethereal appearance masks complex, well-engineered designs.
of blue scaffolding sat ready for assembly, and massive piles of
Evans became determined to bring Dougherty to Wheaton,
twiggy branches sprawled on the lawn nearby. Over the next
and proposed the idea of commissioning a residency through
three weeks, the sculpture grew, taking on form and texture
the college’s Evelyn Danzig Haas ’39 Visiting Artists Program.
and changing dramatically every day. Located near Route 123
His colleagues embraced the idea, and arts staff member Betsy
and the visitor’s parking lot, the project drew the attention of
Cronin agreed to take on the complicated planning necessary
visitors and residents alike. Dougherty always took the time to
to make it happen.
engage them in dialogue.
Dougherty arrived on campus on Sept. 2, 2008. Three weeks
“Slowly, the object and the drama of building wins over the
and 18,000 pounds of sticks later, “Twisted Sisters” was born.
normal passersby,” Dougherty says. “I see guarded smiles, then
Situated at the edge of upper Peacock Pond next to Watson Fine open enthusiasm, then I’m getting asked over for dinner…. I
Arts, the intricate fantasy object is now a magnet for passersby.
like this progression of moving an idea through space and, on
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the other end, having people’s disbelief turn into a positive
interest in the work.”
As the sculpture took shape, it also became the focus of
study for students in art and art history courses. Students in
several classes were required to work at least eight hours on
the project, and then follow up by writing reflection papers,
participating in class discussions and/or keeping sketchbooks
and journals.
For the students who worked
on it, the project was a rare opportunity to collaborate with an
accomplished artist and observe
his working methods.
“I’m obsessed with abstract
and contemporary art,” says
Melissa Scalzi ’09, a studio art
major and art history minor. “To
be able to work with a prominent contemporary artist on
something he was building was
overwhelmingly wonderful.”
Engaged in an independent study in drawing, Scalzi
often uses repetitive marking
techniques in her own work, and she found the wood-weaving
process “Zen-like and peaceful.” The abstract lines of the
sculpture’s surface, she says, seemed almost like “a drawing of
mine come to life.”
Tripp Evans gave the Dougherty project a starring role in his
First-Year Seminar, “Public Art and the Popular Imagination.”
His students worked on the sculpture and made it part of their
discourse on the role of public art in culture and society, addressing such questions as: How do public art commissions
define (or redefine) the spaces they occupy? Can ephemeral
art convey the same authority and power as more permanent
monuments?
The First-Year Seminar students of Professor of Art Claudia
Fieo also worked on the sculpture and used it as a subject
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of their drawing exercises. The course, titled “Cross Training:
Building the Buff Brain through Drawing and Design,” treats
problem solving and critical thinking from a “right-brain”
perspective, notes Fieo. Studying the detailed textures and “directional forces” of the Dougherty sculpture provided an ideal
lesson in “drawing what you actually see—not what you think
you see.” That’s a skill that’s essential for artists, she says.
Fieo adds: “This project has turned out better than we could
have imagined. I think the
students have felt honored to
be part of something bigger
than themselves. Patrick is so
accessible: He treats the students with respect and asks
about them. He’s teaching
them, but in such a positive
way.”
Tall and reedy, with a
shock of white hair and
a ready smile, Dougherty
teaches by empowering.
He spends less than three
minutes showing each new
worker how to bend and
weave the sticks, then leaves them to do their thing. After
a while, he comes back to see how they’re doing. Usually,
they’re doing just fine.
“In some ways this work recreates the community of a hunting and gathering tribe,” Dougherty says. “You have a single
goal, and everybody is taking it not too seriously—it’s kind
of fanciful, and there’s not a lot of pressure to be exact. It’s a
situation that allows people to feel free and capable and yet directed. I let the thing grow, and let the person’s energy provide
them with momentum for working.”
Professor of Art Tim Cunard, whose students in “Sculpture I”
and “3-D Design” worked on the piece, likens the process
to “a community barn raising. Everyone collaborates, and an
individual benefits and so does the community,” he says. “It’s a
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win-win.” Cunard plans to engage his students with the piece
for the next several semesters.
“Because of what it’s made of, it has a spiritual quality,”
says Fieo. “It’s an example of the power of art and how important art is to being human. That inclination gets fostered in
some of us and stifled in others. But we’re all creative beings.
Working on this piece, manipulating the natural materials,
you get caught up in that meditative act of creating.”
Stick figure
Dougherty studied art at the University of North Carolina in
the 1980s and has devoted himself to sculpture ever since.
Growing up in the woods, he had developed an affinity for
the winter landscape. He also noticed the vast stands of young
saplings that were springing up everywhere in the wake of the
developer’s bulldozer.
“I just got an inkling that maybe that would be a material
I could develop into a body of work,” he says. “But first I
had to figure out what birds and beavers already know about
sticks—that they have an inherent method of joining. Drag a
stick through the woods and it entangles with everything—and
every stick has a natural flexibility, so if you flex it and pull it
through a matrix, it snaps back and holds itself in place.”
Because we’re all familiar with sticks and twigs, most
people feel comfortable working with the material, Dougherty
explains.
“Twisted Sisters” is expected to last
about two years before it succumbs to the
elements. In fact, all of Dougherty’s work
is temporary, and he is OK with that.
“First of all, I accept my own temporality,” he says. “And it might be an art
dealer’s mission to have something permanent that they can sell and buy back
and resell, but that’s not my mission. I
think the true mission of art is not to be
bought and sold but to enliven. I want
to make things that enliven and stir and
compel.”
Bough house
With its doors and windows, four tall
towers and twisty interior passageways,
the sculpture evokes a magical forest place. During the building process,
people suggested many different titles for
the piece, but all agreed it had an almost
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mystical quality to it. The cone-shaped towers hinted at druids’
hats, and the twisty interior felt like a place for incantation.
In the end, the artist chose the name “Twisted Sisters,” which
echoed the work’s quality of mystery and also gave a nod to
Wheaton’s history as a women’s college.
Tripp Evans, whose office overlooks the sculpture, enjoyed
watching the piece evolve—and observing the reactions of
viewers. He often goes outside to talk to people about it, and
the most common phrase he hears—from small children,
grown-ups and college students alike—is this: “I want to live
in it.”
“That’s a feeling no one outgrows, that childhood nostalgia
for forts and tree houses and special places.” Evans finds that
many people have the same kind of response he had when
he first saw Dougherty’s work: “surprise, followed by a kind
of childish joy and an uncanny sense of recognition.” Some
people like to sit inside the sculpture, children love to play in it,
and those who helped create it feel a sense of great pride and
ownership.
“I think the piece is more than art,” says Kevin Patnode ’12,
a student in Evans’s seminar. “I think it has become part of the
Wheaton identity. Not everyone helped build it, but everyone
can share some sense of identity by walking through it, looking
at and just experiencing this amazing sculpture.”
Like all successful art, “Twisted Sisters” eludes precise definition. But Dougherty thinks his work
speaks to our basic human need
to connect with the natural world.
Hiking in the woods, looking out at
the ocean or gazing at the clouds
are all expressions of this elemental
need, he says. All involve “doing
something essential—putting yourself
one with such a big fundament that
you feel you don’t have to be selfconscious there; you’re just one of
the animals.” At such moments, “you
don’t even have any consciousness,
you’re just part of that deal out there.
“I think there’s a huge longing for
that,” he says. “Somehow, this work
just sits in there somewhere. It just
floats in there as a relevant moment.”
Maybe there is a bit of magic to it
after all. Q

Tripp Evans, associate professor of art, was
instrumental in bringing Patrick Dougherty to campus.

E-mail Hannah Benoit about this story
at benoit_hannah@wheatoncollege.edu.

Intertwined:

The making of ‘Twisted Sisters’
“I play my part in a bigger pageant,” says Patrick Dougherty, acknowledging the contributions of his collaborators and those who worked
behind the scenes. Faculty and staff from many departments—including Art and Art History, Business Services and Physical Plant—
played a role in bringing the ambitious project to fruition.
The planning began in the spring, kicking off months of preparation. That meant grappling with legal issues and safety concerns, choosing
a site for the sculpture, obtaining permissions from the town of Norton and the Historic District Commission, purchasing supplies and
equipment, assembling press kits and more. Here’s a glimpse of what went into the project:
The materials: 18,000 pounds of maple, birch and willow saplings, harvested, stripped of leaves, and delivered from a developer’s site
in Rhode Island, by Bel Terra Landscaping of Cranston.
The builders: 60 Wheaton students, 15 faculty/staff members, a full-time assistant and one local resident, a Dougherty fan who had
seen the artist’s work in Palm Springs, Calif.
The labor: 836 hours over 14 work days. On site, Dougherty’s righthand man was Andy Lynch, an artist who had worked on a Dougherty
piece at Middlebury College.
The work behind the scenes: 400 hours from May through September put in by Betsy Cronin, manager of arts events and publicity.
As Tripp Evans put it, “Betsy was project manager and field commander, travel agent, caterer, electrician, housekeeper, talent liaison, PR
manager, quartermaster and accountant on this project.” Her single most challenging task? Scheduling 60 students in two-hour shifts
over 14 days. On Labor Day weekend, Cronin worked 40 hours straight to formulate the schedule, and work on the sculpture began the
following day.
The upshot: Dougherty had high praise for the Wheaton students and everyone involved. In fact, he told Cronin he had never had a
project go so smoothly and seamlessly.
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Her way with
words wins
As a Wheaton senior, Jessica DiGiacinto ’06
knew exactly what she wanted to do with
the rest of her life: “I’d love to write plays
that everyone wants to see, but that also
make an audience think,’’ she said during an
interview two years ago. “I’ve been told it’s
a hard thing to do, but I’ll gladly devote my
life to figuring it out.”
Looks like she already has figured out
something—at least regarding her screenplays. DiGiacinto recently won the 2008
Screenwriting Competition presented by
Women in Film & Video/New England. The
competition aims to promote the work of
women screenwriters and support the creation of worthy film roles for women. Kate
Boutilier, screenwriter of The Rugrats and
the Wild Thornberrys movies, selected the
grand prize winner and praised DiGiacinto
for her “tremendous talent.”
For writing Me and Christian, DiGiacinto
was honored at an awards ceremony, given
the opportunity to have a prominent Los
Angeles literary agent read her script for
possible representation, and received a cash
award. “I’ve placed in a few contests, but
‘grand prize’ has a really great ring to it,”
she said.
Cheryl Egan-Donovan, 2008 Screenplay
Competition Chair for Women in Film, said
DiGiacinto’s creation stood out for many reasons. “What struck me and our judge is that
the lead character is really original and quirky
enough to be real but not exaggerated, in the
same vein as Juno or Little Miss Sunshine.”
DiGiacinto previously placed in national
screenwriting contests, including the 2008
Zoetrope Screenplay Contest, the 2007
International Screenwriting Awards, the
2007 Gotham Screen screenplay contest,
and the 2008 NYU-sponsored Fusion Film
festival. Me and Christian, a comedy, was
inspired by actor Christian Bale (The Dark
Knight, Batman Begins, The Machinist,
American Psycho).
“The quick description of Me and
Christian is that it’s a story about a girl attempting to escape her hellish suburban
life by fantasizing about, and eventually
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meeting, Christian Bale,” she said. “The
main idea, however, is that no matter how
much you love, think you know, or even
idolize someone, they can never be who
you imagine they are. There’s freedom—and
humor—in accepting the complexity of one
another.
“The inspiration came from—I’m not kidding—that scene in Batman Begins where
Christian Bale falls out of bed into push-ups.
I thought to myself, ‘Well, I’m ruined forever
now. No guy can live up to Christian Bale
doing shirtless push-ups,’ and my immediate
second thought was: ‘What if someone actually believed that?’
“I think the heart-stopping infatuation
of movie stars and rock stars is a uniquely
feminine trait. I wanted to try and figure out
why we do that. What is it that makes us lose
ourselves so badly at concerts? Why do we
‘fall in love’ with these people we don’t even

know? What’s the motivation behind it?”
Questioning the motivation behind things,
seeking truth, is what led DiGiacinto—who
likes to explore life’s gray areas—to become
a writer. At Wheaton, she even created an
independent major in historical narrative to
pursue her interest in the narratives of war.
Last May, she graduated from the Tisch
School of Arts at NYU graduate musicaltheater writing program. Currently, she is a
managing editor for CollegeCandy.com, a
Web site that is written for and by college
women. Now that the screenplay has won,
who knows?
“The plan now is to send out ESP messages to Christian Bale’s managers and
agents so they knock on my door for it,” she
joked. “Other than that, I’ll do what I can to
get it out there and convince people it’s a
low-budget indie comedy that needs to be
made.” Q

Rossa Cole

Sounds like success
Picture this and listen up: It’s the
first episode of the final season
of HBO’s wildly successful The
Sopranos. One of the characters
has inherited $2 million, and he
and his wife want to leave the
“family” and live happily ever
after in Florida (never mind that
most mobsters don’t get to do
that). He nervously approaches
boss Tony Soprano in the BadaBing! strip club to ask for permission. Well, in the background,
guess whose music is setting the
scene? That of Timothy “T.H.”
White ’96.
His modern funk synthesized
piece entitled “1973” from his
More Than Before album was
licensed for use in the episode.
That’s just one of the many times
you likely have heard White’s
music and not even realized it.
His music has been featured in
Law and Order, a Fox-TV X-files
spin-off, and in BMW, Mazda
and Reebok television ads, to
name a few.
His good fortune comes cour-

tesy of his music attracting a Los
Angeles agency that represents
artists to commercial and television clients seeking to license
music.
“It’s very cool, and it’s extremely lucrative,” said White, who
gets paid royalties every time that
Sopranos episode is replayed on
A&E or any other network.
The New York native who majored in psychology at Wheaton
is building a successful career
writing, producing and performing music. And he’s getting a lot
of attention. He has been featured
on several music industry Web
sites, on MTV News, in the Seattle
Post, and in several magazines,
including Spin and Entertainment
Weekly.
White released his first album
More Than Before, with EMI
Records in 2004, and his second,
T.H. White: The Private Spotlight,
in 2007.
Referring to The Private
Spotlight, a Spin magazine writer
gave it three and a half stars out

of four and said: “With such
clever and eclectic touches, this
throbbing electro-pop shows a
gift for titillating, slinky melodies
from the club to the breakfast
table.”
White now runs his own
record label called Sky Council
Recordings, whose parent
company is Warner Bros., which
distributes his music worldwide.
Working out of his studio in New
York, he produces synthesized urban electro-pop that often mixes
in rock vocals and hip-hop flavor.
He also produces and writes
music for other artists.
The talented White plays the
guitar (he owns 13), bass guitar,
drums and keyboards. And often,
he plays all of them himself on
his recordings.
He has known that he wanted
to dedicate his life to music
since the day a family member
introduced him to Led Zeppelin
and Blondie tunes. He was 7
years old. However, he didn’t
major in music. “I have always

believed that no matter who you
are and what you do you can
only benefit from a solid foray
into human behavior. So I majored in psychology and I loved
it. Professors David Wulff and
Gerald Zuriff were really just so
inspiring. I was drawn to it.“
After Wheaton, White studied audio engineering at the
New School in New York. He
had been playing in bands at
major clubs in the city since high
school, but he knew that was not
the career path he wanted.
“I don’t want to get in a van
and drive around the country.
That doesn’t breed longevity.
So I knew that because I played
all these instruments and had
all these ideas that I needed to
know how to record and produce
music. You can be a great engineer or a great producer, but you
can’t be a great producer without
being a great engineer,” he said.
“My passions lie in the studio. I
consider myself a producer and
an artist, not an entertainer.” Q
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Shooting star
Rebecca Hale ’99, a studio photographer at National Geographic,
recently was assigned to shoot several global landmarks, including
Stonehenge in England, the Parthenon in Greece, and the Hagia
Sophia in Istanbul, for a new online feature on the magazine’s
Web site. The magazine is using software called Photosynth to
create three-dimensional views. At Stonehenge, Hale shot more
than 3,000 images that had to be edited to about 250 shots to
help create this effect. Here, she shares the experience:
“This was a different experience from what I shoot day to day.
As a studio photographer, most of my day is spent in a windowless room, not at exotic locations. I was an English literature/creative writing major at Wheaton, but I took art professor Andy
Howard’s photography class my senior year. Proof that liberal arts
can take you in directions you never anticipated.
“The trip to the Stonehenge shoot started with me flying into
London, somehow managing to get out of the city driving a stickshift on the wrong side of the road while feeling incredibly jetlagged. I headed to Salisbury to see the site and scope things out.
“I had studied in Edinburgh my junior year at Wheaton, but
somehow I never made it to Stonehenge while I was in the U.K. I
was honestly blown away by how striking the site is. The quality
of light is so beautiful and the stones are so much more dramatic
than I had imagined. I left the site with a plan to return in the
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morning to start shooting before sunrise, to have good light and
to avoid having people in the shot.
“I arrived around 4:30 a.m. to a blanket of incredibly thick
fog that only an English morning could deliver. The guards—
two are stationed at the site at all times—told me that the fog
would probably lift, but it was just as likely that it would stay,
obscuring the stones until mid-morning. Not too encouraging.
The guards and I waited for the fog to lift, sipping coffee to
keep warm and chatting about where to get the most authentic
English breakfast in town.
“The shots I got turned out to be very eerie and it was actually
wonderful being there, as different stones would appear and
then be obscured by the fog minutes later. Unfortunately, the
images weren’t ideal for the project, so I made plans to go back
the next morning.
“After a total of three more shoots at Stonehenge, I hopped
back in my little car, headed to London and flew back to D.C.
after less than 72 hours. I love doing projects like this because
most of the time I’m in the studio in Washington. I wouldn’t
want to be taking 72-hour trips abroad every week, but for a
great three days at Stonehenge, it was fantastic.” Q
View more of Hale’s Stonehenge images and others at
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/photosynth/synth.

Helping others, finding herself

SElected
regional
events

Emily Frant ’00, a psychology major
at Wheaton, joined the Peace Corps
because she wanted to help others.
She has spent the past three years
doing just that in West Africa. But,
in giving of herself, she also has
gained a great deal, including her
true career calling.
Frant worked as a Peace Corps
volunteer in Niger, West Africa.
Her first two years were spent as
a health volunteer in a rural village just outside of Maradi, Niger.
During her third year, she worked
at a fistula clinic at the National
Hospital in Niamey, the country’s
capital. (Fistula, which is common
in Niger, refers to a hole in the
bladder, urethra and/or rectum due
to complications from prolonged
labor. The condition causes uncontrollable leaking.)
Now back in the States and
reflecting on the experience, she
said the work made her a stronger, more confident and patient
person. And it led her to enroll in
graduate school this fall to study
public health, with a focus on
global development and health.
She hopes to eventually have a job

Washington, D.C.
January 10

in an international public-health
organization working in program
development and management.
And it all began with her
Wheaton experience.
“Wheaton was where I first got
involved in community action and
development,” she said. “I had an
internship at the Massachusetts
Commission for the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing. Volunteer opportunities were on campus for students
throughout the school year. My
sophomore year I completed a
White House internship.
“During my junior year, I was
lucky enough to spend my first semester abroad in Australia. I think
the support offered to students
at Wheaton—through the Filene
Center and close relationships with
professors and among students—
opened doors that might not get
opened at a large institution. All
of these experiences shaped my
interests—my interest in traveling,
interest in new cultures, interest in
putting myself in different environments and living the newness of
everything. This ultimately led me
to the Peace Corps.”

At the fistula center, Frant’s
daily work focused on helping to
return patients to good health and
to their families and communities. She got to know the women,
learned about their medical
history, and translated for them
during routine medical exams,
surgeries and post surgical visits.
“More than just translating
from Hausa to English, I helped
the women find a voice through
which they could express themselves to foreign doctors,” she
said. “I provided a vital resource
for the women, helping them
understand their diagnosis, ask
questions and make informed
decisions about their treatment
plan.”
Even though she has only been
in the States a few months, Frant
is eager to leave again: “I am already looking forward to my next
opportunity to get back out of
the States and into a new country
with a new language and culture
to learn about. I don’t think I’ll
ever be happy sitting still in one
place for too long.” Q

Luncheon and faculty
lecture featuring
professors Barbara
Darling-Smith
(religion) and Matt
Evans (environmental
science). National
Press Club, 529 14th
Street NW, 13th Floor,
11 a.m.–3 p.m.

Boston
January 14
The Downtown
Harvard Club
welcomes Wheaton
College. Cocktail
reception for Wheaton
alumnae/i,
One Federal Street,
38th Floor; time to be
determined.

New York
January 29
Reception and faculty
lecture featuring
professors William
Goldbloom Bloch
(mathematics)
and Michael Drout
(English). The Yale
Club of New York, 50
Vanderbilt Avenue,
6:30 p.m.

For the latest events
calendar, please visit the
alumnae/i Web site at
www.wheatoncollege.
edu/alum/ and click
on the calendar grid.
Also, for the list of
Wheaton clubs, regional
contacts and Filene
Center Liaisons, go to
www.wheatoncollege.
edu/alum/class/
clubcontacts.html.

Frant ’00 (far right) stands with some
of the mothers—and their children—
whom she helped in Africa.
Summer
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Jumping to conclusions
By Beth Castagno ’00
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preparing for a master’s degree
in broadcast journalism in
Boston or heading west to watch
the 2000 Olympic team trials
in Sacramento, Calif. Knowing
there are no guarantees in life,
I chose the latter. I became an
Olympic hopeful, and the next
eight years became a rollercoaster adventure.
I sat with my hands gripping
my seat tightly as I watched the
2000 team trials, knowing I was
born to be out there competing
against everyone else. I made
a promise and commitment to
myself to give it everything I had
to make that team.
I became my own agent. I
trained with Olympians. I traveled all over the United States,
Canada and Europe. With each
new experience I became more
independent.
I competed in meets that I
had watched on TV as a college
student. Wheaton prepared me

to survive in the professional
world of track and field. Men’s
and Women’s Track and Field
Head Coach Paul Souza had always pushed us past our limit of
comfort into a zone where we
were performing our best. I realized that was one of the keys
to success in the real world.
Whenever I was uncomfortable,
I found I was making enormous
progress. Souza had always told
us: If we don’t change, we don’t
grow, and if we are not growing
then we are not really living.
Over the past eight years,
I have definitely changed. As
a professional competitor, I
was not the best athlete. I was
up against athletes who had
personal records of four inches
or higher than mine. I felt inferior for a bit. But I decided to
believe that no athlete is better
than I am when I’m competing.
That boosted my courage and
determination, and I began to

see magic before my eyes as I
won.
Unfortunately, the 2008
Olympic team trials did not go
as expected. I did not make the
final round, which had been
such a cinch when I tried out
for the 2004 Olympic team and
qualified for the finals. After
the trials, I sat on a chair in the
middle of the stadium crying. I
looked up and around at what
surrounded me. I was there in
the middle of my dream, which
I had made a reality.
I didn’t get to travel to Beijing.
But I learned a valuable lesson:
Go after your goals with true
passion and do whatever it takes
to accomplish them. In the end,
no matter what, you will be a
winner every time. Q
Beth Castagno, who has high
jumped for 14 years, is a certified
personal trainer and sports nutritionist. She recently was married
and lives in San Diego, Calif.
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Many people over the years
have asked me how I became
interested in trying out for the
U.S. Olympic women’s high
jump team, including for the
2008 team that recently competed in Beijing. I can never
pinpoint the exact moment.
Was it when I was 6 years old
and saw heptathlon gold, silver
and bronze medalist Jackie
Joyner-Kersee competing in
the 1984 Olympics with her
long, funky fingernails? Was it
when my high school coach
taught me high jump like a
dance move? Maybe it was my
excitement and the triumphant
look on the faces of my teammates after winning an NCAA
championship in high jump in
my senior year at Wheaton.
Likely it was all of the above.
I decided to seriously try out
for a spot on the Olympic team
shortly after I graduated from
Wheaton. I had the choice of

Everlasting Images

My gift. My way.

Ashie Lavieri Santangelo ’58
Owner of Your Desk or Mine, a personalized
stationery business
Married for 50 years; mother of two,
grandmother of five
Community volunteer
“Wheaton was my only choice for a college. My whole
experience was positive. My husband and I have made
lifelong friends through my Wheaton connection. We
count these relationships among the many gifts from the
college that we treasure. We know how important it is to
support the wonderful students that Wheaton attracts. So
I have designated a gift to Wheaton in my will. In fact, I
have bought a life insurance policy for just that purpose.
My husband and I have done that for our respective
colleges. We want to see each of our colleges continue
to provide an outstanding liberal arts education for the
young people who follow.”

Your gift. Your way.
Learn how you can give for the future right now.
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3556.

Take care
of the future.
Katie Boyle ’04
Third-year medical student
Former research associate
Annual Fund supporter

3

Treats opportunities like gold.
“Wheaton helped me find my first job, which
I started two weeks after graduation. I was a
research associate at the Broad Institute of
Harvard and MIT, where I worked on research
seeking to help the development of new drugs
to treat cancer. I gained valuable experience
in basic research, cancer therapies and drug
development.”

3

Knows teamwork is critical.
“Wheaton reinforced the importance of the work
ethic and teamwork. My freshman year, I was
on the softball team that came in third in the
NCAA Division III World Series. The coaching
staff, captains and team members came
together to achieve a common goal. Today, I
work with a medical team, including physicians,
nurses, physical therapists and case managers,
to provide patients with integrated care.”

3

Prescribes a healthy dose of support.
“Wheaton helped me continue my education
through the Julia R. Lange Fellowship. Giving
to the Annual Fund ensures future students the
same opportunities that I was provided.”
Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 www.wheatoncollege.edu

Support Wheaton
Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
www.wheatoncollege.edu/alum/giving

