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2005: Keynote speaker and honorary degree recipient Charlayne Hunter-Gault and the 
president greet students during procession. Alexandra Marshall ’65 and Jean Jones 
Beard ’65 also received honorary degrees that year.

2008: Posing with honorary degree recipients Louise Henn Feroe ’68, Kathryn 
Wasserman Davis P’60 and Katharine Bartlett ’68 (keynote speaker)

2011: Honorees Susan Stampler Paresky ’68, Wyneva Johnson ’71, keynote speaker 
Richard Stengel, Hope Hamilton Pettegrew ’61, P’87, P’89 with the president

coVEr PHoTo BY Nicki Pardo
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Commencements  from 2005–2013
President Ronald A. Crutcher has presided over nine graduation  ceremonies, hosting a varied group of distinguished honorary degree recipients and keynote speakers.
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2006: Crutcher with honorary degree recipients Patricia Higgins Arnold ’66, 
Elspeth Davies Rostow, Cokie Roberts (keynote speaker) and Kathleen M. 
Dennehy-Fay ’76

2009: On the way to Commencement with Donna Hurd Drohan ’69, Anne Neilson ’49, 
Sandra Ohrn Moose ’63 and keynote speaker Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick

2012: Keynote speaker Janet Robinson, Crutcher and alumnae honorary degree 
recipients Deborah Haigh Dluhy ’62 and Barbara Jensky Kovensky ’67

2007: Honorees Freeman Hrabowski (keynote speaker), Kathleen O’Donnell ’77,  the 
president, Deborah Bial and Bob Herbert

2010: Gillian M. Shepherd ’70, keynote speaker Ann Curry and Diana Davis Spencer 
’60 with Crutcher

2013: Honorary degree recipients Patricia Flaherty ’83, Diane Leshefsky Troderman 
’63 and Nancy Gertner (keynote speaker) with Betty Neal Crutcher and the president

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu


BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

BETWEEN THE LINES

Auto reply: Out today, living
catching up with Elliott Mazzola ’09 (in 
photo) isn’t easy. often it can take several 
emails and a few pokes on Facebook to get 
him to respond. and, when he finally does, 
you might get something back like this: 

“Hi, Sandy, sorry for the delay. I’ve just 
come back from the Cannes Film Festival 
and I am moving to Berlin tomorrow, where 
I will be skydiving for the summer.” 

or, the adventurer, who lives in 
France, will just show up in the Wheaton 
Communications Office in Norton, 
Mass., on a random october afternoon, 
as he passes through town on his way to 
california to rack up some hours skydiving 
in preparation for maybe one day trying 
out BASE jumping (from a fixed object, 
using a parachute to break the fall).

i should have known what i was getting 
myself into when i put out the call in an issue 
of the magazine asking “extreme alums”—
those who go to the extreme for adventure 
and exercise—to share their stories with 
us, and he immediately responded with:

“I heard you are seeking stories about 
adventurous lifestyles or something like 
that. I’ve been living in the French Alps 
for two years. I recently completed the 
Haute Route, an eight-day expedition from 
Zermat to Chamonix that crosses 20 or so 
glaciers. I also ran a 100km ultra-marathon 
here last summer and recently got my 

skydiving certification. If this is what you 
are looking for, I’d be happy to chat.”

Yes, indeed, Elliott, that is ex-
actly what we are looking for. 

This issue of the magazine features a 
story about Mazzola. The way he em-
braces life and the thrill of it all is truly 
inspiring, and he says he learned to do 
that right here at Wheaton. (By the way, 
we are still looking for other extreme 
alums, so don’t be shy, email us.)

also, in this issue, of course, is our 
cover story focusing on President ronald 
a. crutcher, who is leaving Wheaton at 
the end of this academic year. Starting 
on page 18, you will find a Q&A with the 
president, photos capturing his years here 
at Wheaton, and comments from students, 
faculty, alums and trustees paying tribute 
to him and noting his contributions. 

as for me, i like to recall his fun side, 
which i’ve seen on several occasions since 

starting here as editor of the magazine in 
2007—that impressive collection of bow 
ties; those colorful sweaters that would 
give Bill cosby a run for his money any 
day; the way that the very presidential 
president seems game for silliness when 
a good cause is involved, like enticing 
seniors to contribute to the Wheaton Fund. 
remember his dip in Peacock Pond a few 
years ago when seniors met a Wheaton 
Fund participation challenge? There was 
also the time he sat in that dunk tank waiting 
for seniors to drop him into the water—
again in support of the Wheaton Fund.

 i have enjoyed watching the unspoken con-
nection he has with students when he plays 
his cello with them, like he did during the 
first Sophomore Symposium in Haas Athletic 
center and on numerous other occasions.

But, the loveliest moments i have seen 
during my time here are the ones in which his 
very gracious and equally stylish wife, Betty 
Neal crutcher, is at his side. She has been a 
constant—with him at meetings and events, 
large and small—offering support and serving 
as his partner in mentoring students, con-
necting with alums, and making visitors feel 
welcome in Eliza Wheaton’s home, which 
is their living space as well as a gathering 
spot for the entire Wheaton community.

We wish them both well in 
their life after Wheaton. Q

Singing praises 
Although I graduated from Wheaton 
in 1985 (at the age of 60), I don’t 
believe I’d given much thought to 
the day-to-day operations and prep-
arations for events at the college un-
til my youngest son, John [Mitchell], 
joined Wheaton’s Building Services 
Department in 1993. That’s when 
I first began to hear about what 
he referred to as the “smoke and 
mirrors” that contributed to the suc-
cess of almost every campus event, 
and throughout the next 17 years, 
John was to share with me funny, 
frustrating and incredible stories of 

Wheaton’s behind-the-scenes staff—
Wheaton’s unsung heroes.

The individuals who collectively 
are Wheaton’s staff work at all hours, 
on weekends as well as weekdays, 
in the daylight and in the dark. They 
arrange for food, reroute the traffic, 
keep the campus safe, deliver pack-
ages, unlock doors, make the lights 
turn on and the toilets flush. They 
monitor the weather, ring chapel 
bells, and move tables and chairs. 
To the rest of us (alums, students, 
faculty, guests), the day-to-day opera-
tions, meetings, events and landmark 
occasions just happen.

John was Wheaton’s supervisor 
of materials management when he 
died of cancer in 2011. To my sur-

prise, I was contacted in 2012 about 
an event the staff and Wheaton was 
planning to hold in his memory. 
Last April, the Second Annual John 
Mitchell Memorial 5K Race/Walk 
was held.

Of course, the 5K is a fundraiser 
for the college—and, as John would 
say, “That’s a good thing.” It’s also 
one more event the staff magically 
makes happen, and, as John would 
say, “That’s par for the course.” It 
is also an event the staff chose to 
create—and perpetuate—keeping 
alive the memory of one of their 
own. Last year, the 5K raised money 
in order to create an outdoor picnic 
area on campus, dedicated in his 
memory—specifically for Wheaton’s 

staff—and that would have touched 
John’s heart. 

So, to those “unsung heroes” 
working behind the scenes before, 
during and after every campus event 
for students, faculty, alums and the 
community, please consider this 
letter a “song.”

Thank you, Wheaton staff mem-
bers—for the magic. 

Bernyce Mitchell ’85

Correction: Tracie Payne Ferreira 
’90 is a professor in the bioengineering 
department at University of 
Massachusetts in Dartmouth, not the 
biology department, as stated in a story 
published in the fall issue of the magazine.
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CONVERGENCE
BY RONALD A. CRUTCHER, PRESIDENT

Marking a milestone
one of the many virtues of working and 
living on a college campus comes from the 
regular contact with young women and 
men. it offers a perspective on the zeitgeist 
that would be difficult to gain any other way. 

The Beloit college Mindset List (co-found-
ed by ronald Nief P’99) provides a small 
window into the experiences and thinking 
of incoming first-year students. The 2013 list 
included observations about this generation 
of entering students, such as, “With GPS, 
they have never needed directions to get 
someplace, just an address,” “They have 
known only two presidents,” and “Having 
a chat has seldom involved talking.”  

To that list, i would add one more 
observation: They have always known 
Wheaton as a coeducational institution. 

it’s a fact that i’ve had reason to con-
template lately. Twenty-five years ago, 324 
young women and 74 young men began 
their studies as Wheaton’s first coeduca-
tional class. For those students, it was the 
beginning of a four-year adventure that 
prepared them for professional careers and 
adult life. i have also come to understand 
how acutely aware they were of their role as 
pioneers, too. and in that role, they would 
have a say about what coeducation would 
mean to the college and our community.

Throughout this year, we are marking that 
milestone in multiple ways, from gatherings 
of graduates who played on the new men’s 
athletic teams that were established in 1988 
to a weekend gathering on March 28‒30 
that will include a panel discussion about 
the community’s experiences during the 
transition and a reunion of 
the Gentlemen callers. 

There is a lot to discuss. 
it is remarkable how 
much our community 
has accomplished in that 
time span. Enrollment has 
more than doubled since 
1988, and the number of 

applications 
for admission 
submitted 
each year 
has increased 
at an even 
greater rate. at 
the same time, 
the academic 
promise of 
our students 
has remained 
strong. The accomplishments of our 
students—winning national scholarships, 
conducting original research on 
their own and with faculty—testify 
to our academic strength.

The college’s success is rooted in its 
history. While the decision may have been 
controversial, Wheaton planned well for the 
transition carefully and comprehensively. 
The college’s leaders took advantage of 
what could be learned from other institu-
tions that had preceded us in becoming 
coeducational, and they applied those les-
sons in every facet of campus life. indeed, 
other institutions have come to Wheaton 
in the years since to learn from us. 

The most impressive aspect of the 
planning overseen by former president 
alice F. Emerson was the way it incor-
porated the legacy of Wheaton’s his-
toric mission. Twenty-five years later, 
we remain true to the college’s col-
laborative culture and its commitment 
to promoting an inclusive society. 

in the early ’80s, the Wheaton fac-

ulty developed the pioneering Balanced 
curriculum Project, which integrated schol-
arship by and about women throughout the 
college’s course offerings. That holistic and 
integrated approach kept issues of gender in 
the forefront as Wheaton became coeduca-
tional. Equally important, the project created 
a model for the college’s efforts to extend 
its commitment to equity beyond women to 
embrace issues of race, ethnicity, nationality 
and class as well. The college’s curriculum 
now incorporates scholarship representing 
these perspectives across the disciplines. 

 our student body mirrors the diversity 
of perspectives embraced by the curricu-
lum. Students today represent 43 states 
and 68 countries. Twenty percent of them 
self-identify as being people of color; 
9 percent are international students.

The result: tangible improvements to the 
quality of Wheaton’s educational experi-
ence. our students learn to navigate and 
appreciate diverse perspectives in their 
studies, through the scholarly material 
with which they engage and through their 
interactions with peers who represent 
many backgrounds and viewpoints. These 
experiences will prepare them well for a 
complex and connected global society. 

The college has many miles yet to go 
in fully realizing the benefits of an in-
clusive educational environment, but 25 
years on, Wheaton has made tremendous 
progress in remaining true to its liberal 
arts tradition while expanding its focus 
to embrace the broad range of issues and 
opportunities in our global society. Q

WINTER  2014 3

Class of 2013
228 female graduates
138 male graduates
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Fulbright top 10
Wheaton has earned a top 10 ranking among 
the nation’s liberal arts colleges for its success 
in preparing students to win U.S. Fulbright 
awards for advanced study and work abroad.

The U.S. department of State in the fall 
announced the complete list of colleges 
and universities that produced the most 
2013–2014 U.S. Fulbright students. The 
Fulbright Program is the U.S. government’s 
flagship international educational exchange 
program. The success of the top-producing 
institutions was highlighted in the october 28 
edition of the Chronicle of Higher Education.

The announcement marks the eighth 
consecutive year that Wheaton has ranked 
among the nation’s top 10 liberal arts colleg-
es in the preparation of Fulbright Scholars. 
overall, the college’s students have won 68 
Fulbright awards from 2000 through 2012.

Wheaton’s Fulbright award win-
ners for 2013 are Lucy Cayard, Lindsay 
cieslik, rasheeda abdul-Musawwir, Lindsay 
Powell and Lovina Tata ’12.

overall, Wheaton students won 12 
national scholarships, including four 

Benjamin a. Gilman international 
Scholarship awards, a Thomas r. Pickering 
Foreign affairs Fellowship, a rotary Global 
Grant, and a Projects for Peace award.

The success of Wheaton’s students in 
winning the Fulbright reflects the college’s 
broader achievements in preparing young 
women and men to excel in earning a wide 
variety of international scholarships. Since 
2000, more than 161 Wheaton graduates 
have won awards such as the rhodes, 
Marshall and Truman scholarships. Q

Scholarships and awards
Wheaton students have received 166 scholarships and awards since 1984 

Projects for Peace 12

ACS Brauner Memorial 1

ASIA award 1

Beinecke 3

Boren Graduate Fellow 1

Boren Undergraduate Scholar 2

DAAD 1

French Government TA 20

Fulbright 73

Fulbright-Hays 1

Gilman 2

Goldwater 2

Japan Exchange and Teaching 6

Madison 2

Marshall 4

Mitchell 1

Pickering Foreign Affairs Fellowship 1

Rhodes 3

Rotary 7

Rotary World Peace Scholar 1

St. Andrews Society Scholar 1

Truman 6

Udall 4

Watson 11

5

10

4

6

6

7

9

5

7

3

4

2

3

2

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

Wheaton Fulbrights since 2000

http://chronicle.com/article/Fulbright-Program-Introduces/142643/?cid=at&utm_source=at&utm_medium=en
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/04/11/tracing-roots-leads-opportunities/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/04/10/teaching-path-equality/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/04/10/teaching-path-equality/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/05/02/comfort-zone/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/04/11/gateway-social-justice/
https://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/04/11/gateway-social-justice/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/07/23/fulbright-scholar-headed-ukraine/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/05/21/pickering-fellow/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/05/21/pickering-fellow/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/05/10/battling-others/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/05/10/battling-others/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2013/03/27/developing-eco-opportunities/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/2010/06/01/pathways-success/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/2010/06/01/pathways-success/
http://us.fulbrightonline.org/top<2010>producing<2010>institutions
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Gilman Scholar explores issues 
of identity in South Africa
Atiya McGhee ’14 spent the fall in 
South africa, studying issues of identity 
that arise from racial segregation.

The senior won an award from the Benjamin a. 
Gilman international Scholarship Program to sup-
port a semester-long exploration of South African 
society, from cape Town and its Langa Township to 
the predominantly afrikaans city of Stellenbosch.

“My experience was exhilarating,” 
said McGhee, who is a Wheaton Posse 
Scholar. “Between my first home stay in 
Langa to my final home stay in Bo-Kaap, 
i was overwhelmed with how much this 
journey did for me, particularly for my 
spirituality and growth as a person.”

a major in creative writing and literature, 
McGhee has been deeply interested in the 
ways in which segregation shapes identity, 
and how these perspectives are reflected 
and influenced by literature. Her interest 
in the narratives of segregated communi-
ties arises from her childhood, growing up 
in a creative community in the Bronx.

“i saw the power that creative writing had 
in redefining my community, and I believe 
it has the same power elsewhere,” she said. 
“in South africa, i studied how people’s own 
self-identification has changed with time.”

McGhee stayed with families in Bo-kaap, 
Langa, Tshabo ii and Stellenbosch. She 
visited several dozen museums, including 
the apartheid Museum in Johannesburg; 
interviewed local residents, artists and 
authors in several communities; and studied 
the afrikaans and Xhosa languages. She 
also conducted research on the resilience of 
black township students and their jour-
ney to higher education, looking at how 
mentoring, family structures and commu-
nity involvement influenced their pursuit. 

McGhee now plans to further the goals of 
the Gilman scholarship program by shar-
ing her experiences in South Africa with 
the campus community and by organiz-

ing a workshop to assist other Wheaton 
students in applying for scholarships to 
underwrite study abroad experiences.

active in campus affairs, McGhee 
is involved in a range of programs at 
Wheaton. She is a resident assistant in 
the dorms, a leader for the college’s 
first-year student orientation, a trainer for 
Wheaton’s Safe-Zone program and an 
ambassador for the Admission Office.

Reflecting on the many valuable les-
sons she has learned from her experi-
ence, she advises: push for what you want 
and step outside of your comfort zone.

“initially, i had no intentions of going 

abroad. Whenever I considered filling out 
the applications i would stop myself. i was 
convinced that i wasn’t going to survive 
abroad or that I wouldn’t find a way for pay-
ing for my abroad fees. Yet, this just wasn’t 
true. i kept pushing with the guidance of my 
mentors and friends and made it happen.” 

McGhee was the fourth Wheaton 
student to win a Gilman scholarship in 
2013. Three other members of her class 
won awards from the Gilman program to 
fund study in Egypt, Brazil and Spain. 

The Gilman scholarship program aims to 
diversify the kinds of students who study 
abroad, as well as the countries and regions 

to which they go, by sup-
porting undergraduates who 
might not otherwise participate 
because of financial constraints. 
Sponsored by the Bureau of 
Educational and cultural affairs 
of the U.S. department of 
State, the program is intended 
to help prepare U.S. students 
to play meaningful roles in an 
increasingly global economy 
and interdependent world. Q

Above, Atiya McGhee 
’14 enjoys the view in 
Bo-Kapp, South Africa; 
at left is a photo she 
snapped while visiting 
Robben Island; below, 
she takes a drumming 
lesson.

http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2012/12/07/scholarship-travel/
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A minute with…
Jeffrey Sanborn ’16 
Jeffrey Sanborn, a biochemistry major and studio art mi-
nor, spent last summer as a Wheaton Fellow interning 
at Tufts Medical center’s Floating Hospital for children 
in Boston. Now he knows for sure how he wants to 
combine his passion for science and helping people: he 
plans to go to medical school to become a surgeon. 
Examining procedures: “My professors have encour-
aged me to pursue my passion for medicine, and have 
given me opportunities to explore different career 
paths. during my internship, i spent many hours 
interacting with patients at the clinic. it was a great 
opportunity for me to witness doctor-patient relation-
ships develop. i found it intriguing to be able to see the 
perspective of the doctor, already knowing from past 
experience what it is like to be in the patient’s shoes. I 
also observed a broad spectrum of specialized surger-
ies, mainly in the pediatric urology and adult urology 
departments. i loved observing surgeries. Being in the 
operating room felt very natural to me. it was there that 
i developed a very inspirational and motivating friend-
ship with the chairman and chief of adult urology.” 
Noting significance: “on several very early mornings, 
i remember having a feeling of disbelief when i took 
the time to think about everything that was happening 
around me: exactly how much work was being done, 
how many lives were being saved, and how many 
individuals and families were being helped. all this and 
it was just 7:30 a.m. The day had only just begun.” 
Gaining insight: “i learned that the years of preparation 
and dedication demanded by this profession are well 
worth the investment. Nothing could possibly compare 
to the reward of seeing a patient’s life improved. 
My internship reinforced my passion to become a 
surgeon and provided me with invaluable insight as 
to which medical field I wish to pursue.” Making 
connections: “i didn’t look forward to seeing it come 
to an end, as i’d made many new friendships and loved 
working in the medical environment. But what made 
my departure easier was that it wasn’t a ’goodbye,’ 
but a ’see you in december, Jeff.’ an invitation was 
extended to me to return and volunteer over winter 
break. i’ve also been invited to accompany the doctor 
whom i was working with as his primary surgeon 
assistant on a medical mission overseas next year.” Q 

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14 
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Floriane Borel engages in global problem solving 
it is rare for someone 
still in college to play 
a role in formulating 
solutions to the world’s 
most pressing issues. 
But that’s exactly what 
international relations and 
economics major Floriane 
Borel ’14 did last June as 
a delegate to the 2013 
Y8 Summit in London.

The Y8 Summit is an annual event 
organized by the international diplomatic 
Engagement association (idEa), a global 
network of youth organizations that sup-
ports young leaders, who are interested 
in diplomatic careers. at the conclusion 
of the weeklong summit, participants 
produce a “Final Communiqué” con-
taining all the policy recommendations 
decided upon during discussions. This 
document is then submitted to lead-
ers of G8 nations for consideration.

“i’m passionate about activities and 
simulations, like Model U.N., that push 
students to put into practice the knowl-
edge they’ve acquired in the class-
room,” says Borel. “I was interested in 
taking that process a step further.”

After a “very stressful” interview pro-
cess, which consisted of a written essay 
and a series of Skype interviews, Borel was 
selected as “sherpa” of the International 
delegation. “The role of sherpa is quite 
extensive and a bit hard to describe,” she 
says. Essentially, sherpas set agendas for 
the negotiations, decide which issues will 
be tackled during the summit, and moni-
tor the negotiations as they unfold. 

during the weeklong summit, student 
delegates were divided into panels, where 
they examined specific policy areas. “We 
discussed the same issues that global 
leaders tackled during the G8 Summit a 
few days before,” says Borel. At the top of 
their agenda was the humanitarian crisis in 

Syria, nuclear nonproliferation, and iran’s 
nuclear expansion. They also talked about 
ways to address youth unemployment in 
Europe, and how to promote government 
transparency and combat tax havens.

“The process was extremely engag-
ing, as we were dealing with pressing 
political challenges that are important 
for the future of international rela-
tions and closely affect our futures.”

Borel’s favorite part of the experience 
was meeting and working with student 
leaders from across the globe. “The pas-
sion these students had for international 
relations and their willingness to move 
past their countries’ political differences 
in order to engage in positive collabora-
tive action was inspiring,” she says. 

as a young woman looking toward a ca-
reer in diplomacy, she was also grateful for 

the opportunity to see how theories learned 
in the classroom could be practically applied 
to real situations. “it allowed me to gain a 
real-world perspective on the importance of 
the major I chose to pursue at Wheaton.”

Borel says the topic of international 
relations is extremely relevant to her 
life. Born into a Franco-american fam-
ily, she has lived in both the U.S. and in 
France. But her path was solidified when 
she took Professor darlene Boroviak’s 
“Introduction to International Politics” 
as a freshman. “i became increasingly 
invested in exploring the new dynam-
ics that governed relations between states 
in the post–Cold War era,” she says. 

The Y8 summit gave Borel a greater 
understanding of what it takes to be an 
effective leader, especially in the political 
sphere. “The focus of the Y8 Summit was 
diplomacy, which meant we were expected 
to carry out negotiations in a way that hon-
ored the other participants’ perspectives.” 

She intends to uphold and encour-
age these values in her current role as 
vice president of Wheaton’s Student 
Government association. Q

—Mary Howard ’85

“The process was extremely 

engaging, as we were dealing 

with pressing political challenges 

that are important for the future 

of international relations and 

closely affect our futures.”

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Senior advocates for equality in the workplace
Ever since Sara Rosenblum ’14 took the course 
“Feminism, Philosophy and the Law” during 
junior year, the issue of women’s equality in the 
workplace has been at the forefront of her thinking.

“Professor Stephen Mathis opened my 
eyes to the contradictions of society’s 
expectations of women, family and work,” 
she recalls of the class. “our discus-
sions were very deep, as students from 
many majors—including legal studies, 
women’s studies and philosophy—brought 
very different ideas to the table.”

Besides thinking about the issues, 
rosenblum also has been doing some-
thing to address them on campus and 
off. Last summer, she interned at the 
coalition of Labor Union Women 
(CLUW), a Washington, D.C., nonprofit 
organization affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor and congress of 
industrial organizations (aFL-cio).

The cLUW internship provided the perfect 
venue for her to continue what she consid-
ers a significant conversation. “Even though 
labor unions play a large role in matters such 
as paid sick days and pay equity, they are 

not often talked about by my generation. 
For many of us, these workplace issues will 
become very real, very soon,” she says.

Throughout the summer, rosenblum was 
deeply involved in the labor movement, 
which her family has been passionate about 
for generations. Her great-great-grandfather 
was active in England’s bricklayers union; 
her great-grandparents were avid labor union 
supporters in the 1920s and 1930s; and her 
great-grandfather was a member and advo-
cate of the international Union of operating 
Engineers in Baltimore in the 1950s. 

That family history became more sa-
lient through her work at cLUW, she 
says. rosenblum focused on a number 
of legislative issues and helped increase 
chapter involvement by writing posts on 
the organization’s blogs. on the road, 
she lobbied for the Employment Non-
discrimination act, proposed federal 
legislation that would prohibit discrimination 

in the workplace based on sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity. She also attended 
the unveiling of a female-focused economic 
agenda by House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi (d-calif.). She chronicled many of 
her experiences on the organization’s blog.

rosenblum notes that the internship 
helped bring her interest in social justice full 
circle. as a student in Pittsburgh’s inner-city 
schools, she spoke out against class and 
race inequality during protests to the school 
board about a student tracking system she 
deemed racially charged. at Wheaton, she 
has been a student representative on the 
Sexual Misconduct Assault and Resource 
Team, and has been involved in the Feminist 
association of Wheaton. Now she’s fo-
cused on equality for women—something 
she says will set a path for her career.

“i want to be involved in women’s 
rights, whether through community 
organizations or education. i daydream 
about incorporating initiatives into public 
school curricula to help raise aware-
ness at an early age about issues such 
as body image and female stereotypes 
in math and science programs.” Q

—Kristen L. Walsh
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Researching the record
Professor Gelber wins award for scholarship on higher education and the courts

Scott Gelber, assistant professor of education, has 
won a prestigious national fellowship to support 
research into the judicial oversight of colleges 
and universities during the last 150 years. 

He was chosen as one of 20 scholars 
nationwide to be a 2013–2014 Spencer 
Postdoctoral Fellow. The fellowship, which 
includes a $55,000 award, will support 
Gelber’s work in constructing an under-
standing of changing legal and public views 
on student access to higher education from 
legal rulings that date back to the 1860s.

Gelber said his preliminary findings indi-
cate that “previous scholars have seriously 
underestimated early judicial oversight of 
college access” as it relates to admission, 
tuition and expulsions. Such insights are 
particularly relevant in light of recent court 
cases concerning the proper consideration 
of race, ethnicity and socioeconomic back-
ground on college admission decisions.

“Student-initiated lawsuits represent 
major venues for the expression of external 

demands upon 
american colleges 
and universities,” 
said Gelber, who 
noted that neither 
legal scholars nor 
educational histo-
rians have studied 
the legal rulings 
concerning higher 
education during 
this time period.

“Since students 
have sued all sorts 
of institutions, 
legal records also 
uncover debates 
that occurred 

beyond the elite coastal universities that 
have been the typical focus of historical 
scholarship on college access,” he said.

“Furthermore, these cases, combined 
with archival and secondary sources, can 
reveal the extent to which the law has 
shaped college access policies,” he said.

a former New York city high school 
teacher, Gelber studies the external public 
pressures that have influenced the devel-
opment of american institutions of higher 
education. His first book, The University 
and the People: Envisioning American 
Higher Education in an Era of Populist 

Protest (University of Wisconsin Press, 
2011), revised the conventional account of 
Populist critics of state universities dur-
ing the late 19th century. The book arose 
from Gelber’s Ph.d. dissertation, which 
won the History of Education Society’s 
claude Eggertsen dissertation Prize.

The Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship 
program is administered by the National 
academy of Education, an honorary 
educational society, and it is funded by 
a grant from the Spencer Foundation. 
Now in its 27th year, the fellowship pro-
gram has more than 700 alumni who 
include many of the strongest educa-
tion researchers in the field today. Q

—Michael Graca

kEiTH NordSTroM
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Wheaton welcomes six new tenure-track professors

Christina Riggs Romaine
Assistant professor of psychology

My previous job: “I was the 
clinician for the Essex County 
Juvenile Court Clinic in Lynn and 
Salem, Mass. There I conducted 
psycholegal evaluations to help 
inform the court in juvenile cases.” 
What led me to my field: “I 
have always been interested 
in people (what they do and 
why) and felt called to issues of 
social justice (providing a voice 
and help for those in need).”
What I want every student to 
learn: “Much of my work as a clinical 
forensic psychologist has involved 
translating psychological concepts 
in a way that makes sense to my 
audience, be that teachers, lawyers, 
law enforcement personnel, parents 
or youths. The ability to convey 
information meaningfully and make 
sense of complicated information is 
fundamental across fields. One of 
my goals in teaching is that every 
student learn to be a thoughtful 
consumer of information, and develop 
the ability to communicate effectively 
their understanding and ideas.”   
What few people know about 
me: “I love modern art and am 
fascinated with how artists are 
influenced by their teachers and 
predecessors. I am a connoisseur 
of candy, preferably Haribo, and 
love to read a well-written novel. 
Also, I can stand on my head.” 

Dipankar Maitra
Assistant professor of physics/
astronomy

My previous job: “I was a 
postdoctoral research fellow at the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.”
Why I became an educator: “I 
like people as much as I like ideas, 
so I wanted a job where I could 
interact with people about ideas.”
What led me to my field: “The 
return of Halley’s comet in 1986. 

Even though I could not see it, 
it was at around that time my 
great-uncle gave me a couple of 
telescope lenses. I fabricated the 
rest of the scope, looked through 
it, and never looked back.”
Most important lesson I learned 
in college: “There isn’t one 
single way to solve a problem.”
What I want every student to 
learn: “To appreciate the vastness 
of the universe, and our place in it.”
What few people know 
about me: “That I used to 
drive around on a scooter and 
I find the smell of gasoline to 
be the best perfume ever.” 

Kelly Goff
Assistant professor of art/art history

My previous job: “I was an 
adjunct professor at RISD, MassArt, 
Salve Regina University, and 
have guest lectured at MIT.”
Why I became an educator: “My 
mother was a teacher, so it’s in 
my blood. I love it and it also suits 
my personality. Teaching is my 
natural mode of being to the point 
that turning it off is sometimes 
a challenge. Just ask my four-
year-old son, who sometimes 
needs me to stop explaining 
and just be Optimus Prime.” 
What led me to my field: “I have 
been a maker since before I can 
remember. My big sister tells me 
I used to sneak out of the house 
at age five during siesta (I grew 
up in the Caribbean) and play in 
an industrial lot near our house. I 
would drag home huge chunks of 
rigid foam and carve them with 
my mother’s kitchen knives.” 
What I want every student to 
learn: “I meet people all the time 
who claim they have no creativity or 
artistic talent. I think of this as a huge 
tragedy, because so many of these 
folks (I think) are basing this self-
judgment on a narrow picture of what 
art is and can be. I want my students 
to harness the immense possibilities 
of art, to understand its power, and 
to develop the skills essential to 
manifesting their diverse ideas.”
What few people know about 
me: “I’m terrified of sharks.” 

More online
Find out more about each of these 
professors and read their full interviews 
online at wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly.
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Matthew Gingo
Assistant professor of psychology

My previous job: “I was 
an assistant professor at 
Bowdoin College in Maine.”
What led me to my field: “Like so 
many of us, I have always enjoyed 
‘people watching’ and trying to make 
sense of other’s actions. I think we 
are all practicing psychology every 
day in the ways that we try to explain 
what others must be thinking, or 
predict what they’ll do next. So, 
somewhere along the way I decided 
that I wanted to study people a 
little more formally. I’ve always 
been interested in understanding 
why people lie to each other and 
their tactics for deceiving one 
another—so that’s what I study.” 
Why I chose Wheaton: “In my 
mind, student learning is fostered 
and enriched in environments where 
theory and practice meet and are 
integrated, where course material is 
connected to student interests and 
experiences outside the classroom, 
where challenging assignments are 
anchored in questions central to 
the discipline, and where creativity 
is seen as central to scholarship. 
My colleagues in the psychology 
department embrace these ideas 
in their approach to teaching, too, 
so Wheaton is a good fit for me.”
What few people know about me: 
“I include at least one ‘Big Lebowski’ 
quote in every lecture I give.”  

Patrick Johnson
Assistant professor of filmmaking

Previous job: “I taught film 
and video production at Boston 
University, and film and new media 
classes at Tufts University.” 
Most important lesson I learned 
in college: “It came from Nora 
Ephron, who gave a guest lecture. 
When I asked her the best advice 
she could give to an aspiring 
screenwriter, she answered, ‘Don’t 
try writing for ten years. Get some 
life experience first.’ At the time, 
I thought it was the most useless 

piece of advice I had ever received. 
In retrospect, she was completely 
correct. Writers, filmmakers, any 
creative artist, really, need a healthy 
dose of life experience—otherwise 
you end up replicating stories and 
conventions we’ve all seen before.” 
What I want every student to 
learn: “That they shouldn’t worry too 
much about the rules of filmmaking 
and conforming to the conventions of 
entertainment storytelling (although 
we cover all these things in my 
classes). Innovative filmmaking 
comes from within, and they need 
to learn to trust their instincts and 
put themselves into their work.” 
What few people know about 
me: “I played saxophone for 
thirteen years and almost pursued 
a career as a jazz musician 
before turning to film. I haven’t 
played the sax in ten years.” 

Jennifer Lanni
Assistant professor of biology 

Previous job: “After receiving 
my Ph.D., I taught at Harvard 
Medical School for more than 10 
years. Most recently, I worked as a 
research fellow at Boston Children’s 
Hospital, using zebrafish to explore 
size regulation in vertebrates.” 
Why I chose Wheaton: “I 
graduated from a small college, so 
I am absolutely convinced of the 
value of a liberal arts education. 
Students who develop their critical 
thinking skills will be successful in 
whatever career they choose. I’ll 
never forget interviewing for my 
first job after college, when the 
interviewer told me: ‘I’m hiring you 
not because you have the skills to 
do any of this, because you don’t. 
I’m hiring you because you went to 
a liberal arts college, so you know 
how to learn.’ Teaching at Wheaton 
lets me be part of a dedicated, 
talented academic community 
that is passing on the liberal arts 
tradition to the next generation.” 
What few people know about me: 
“My family is closely connected and 
very large, and has some wonderful 
food-centric family traditions. Every 
summer at our family reunion in 
Vermont, we celebrate the Feast 
of the Nine Pies, inspired by the 
nine-pie picnic in the classic 
children’s story ‘Harold and the 
Purple Crayon.’ Apart from the 
squabbling over what kinds of pie to 
make, the feast is a great moment 
of extended family memory-making. 
I think pie is the answer to many 
of life’s questions. And I make 
a killer chocolate silk pie.” Q

Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)
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Art on the go: Roving gallery gets rolling
assistant Professor of art and art History kelly Goff 
has let loose an unusual brainchild on campus. 
He’s calling it the Mobile Small Works Gallery.

“The gallery is like a cross between a 
dessert cart and a sculpture pedestal with a 
Plexiglass vitrine [display case] on top,” Goff 
says. “it has chunky tires to help increase 
its all-campus roving capabilities. The seed 
of this idea was an itch to share the exciting 
things we are doing in studio art with the 
Wheaton community at large. i imagined a 
mobile art gallery that is capable of travers-
ing our campus, showing up in academic 
spaces, dining halls, and sports events.”

The first gallery, one of several he plans 
to launch, is called NoMad 1. The roving 
mini-galleries will be curated by students 
and faculty members. The current gallery 
features student works, but 
he envisions a whole fleet of 
wheeled exhibits bringing art 
to unexpected nooks all over 
the campus. The possibilities 
are enormous: Goff is hatch-
ing plans to use the spaces 
to display small objects from 
the Wheaton Permanent 
collection, and to serve as 
satellite exhibition spaces for 
the Beard and Weil Galleries.

“i had seen small works galleries on 
art school campuses like at rhode island 
School of design, where i did my graduate 
work. Part of the charm of small works gal-
leries is that they can be regarded officially 
despite their diminutive size,” he says. “I 
wanted a way to show small sculptures 
and objects at Wheaton. But in the spirit 
of connectedness, i decided that this gal-
lery should be mobile. i wanted it to be 
more agile than a display case, to be able 
to show up in unexpected or traditionally 
underserved locations. a sculpture stand 
with big wheels seemed to be the answer.”

as a visual artist who enjoys sculpture, 
Goff constructed the first roving 
exhibit case himself, down to 
the Plexiglass case. The cart 
measures about two feet by 
three feet at its base and can 
house sculptures up to two 
feet tall. The first gallery was 
launched on October 31, and 
wheeled from Mars arts and 
Humanities to the Mars center 
for Science and Technology, 
where it was left in the 

diana davis Spencer ’60 café.
in true Wheaton style, the project has 

become an interdepartmental collabora-
tion. Goff worked with assistant Professor 
of computer Science Tom armstrong to 
create a GPS tracking system that will 
allow people to find the location of the 
wandering exhibits simply by checking 
in with the art and art History depart-
ment’s Facebook pages and Tumblr.

Goff, who grew up in curaçao in the 
caribbean, comes to Wheaton as a new 
tenure-track professor, having earned his 
M.F.a. in sculpture at the rhode island 
School of design. He works with a vast 
array of media, including woodworking, 
metal fabrication, mold making, casting, 
painting and drawing. This fall he taught 
“Spatial Dynamics” and “Drawing 1.” He 
will teach “Sculpture 1” in the spring.

Goff says that one of the things that drew 
him to Wheaton is the school’s emphasis on 
interdisciplinary connections. “i often imag-
ine the role of the visual artist as researcher 
of the world: a person who carefully consid-
ers their environment, passes it through 
some kind of filter, and shares the result,” 
he says. “The sharing of our visual work is 
especially critical as an instigator of conver-
sation. i see so much potential for visual art 
to serve as a cross-disciplinary pollinator.” Q

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14 
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Where’s the 
Mobile Small 
Works Gallery?

wheatoncollege.edu/art/
mobile-small-works-
galleries/
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The thrill of 
discovery
Humanities students 
unlock a secret in 10th 
century poem

With the help of computer analy-
sis, a team of Wheaton scholars has 
uncovered a 1,200-year-old secret 
about an old English poem.

English professor Michael drout’s 
summer research students discovered in 
June that the author of the 10th century 
poem “Christ III” created the work not out of 
whole cloth, as previously believed, but by 
dividing an older poem into two pieces and 
then inserting new material in the middle. 
This discovery led the scholars to further 
insights about the nature of the historic text.

“Using computer programs written by 
Wheaton students and techniques de-
veloped at Wheaton over the past four 
summers, the team was able to figure 
out what was sitting on an anonymous 
author’s desk over a millennium ago,” 
drout said. “We determined that the 
unknown author had a written source, 
that it was in the form of poetry rather 
than prose, and that the source was al-
ready old when our author adapted it.”

The team reached these conclusions 
by using an original methodology they 
call Lexomics, which refers to the use of 
computer programs to conduct statistical 
analyses of text, employing cluster analysis 
and other techniques, and in a sense treat-
ing a written text as a genome. Wheaton 
students helped build the cutting-edge 
software that enables them to analyze the 
frequency, distribution and arrangement 
of words in patterns. The data they gather 
gives the scholars insight into factors such 
as where and when a piece was written, 
and what kinds of sources the author used.

drout and Mark LeBlanc, professor 
of computer science, joined forces four 
years ago to find ways to apply com-
puter analysis to literary research. The 
pair began to lead student researchers 

in the dissection of many ancient texts, 
including some of Shakespeare’s works 
as well as the epic poem Beowulf.

after the spring semester ended 
last May, the team started analyzing 
a variety of Anglo-Saxon poems. 
When studying long poems, the 
researchers divide the piece into 
segments before running their 
analyses—in the case of “Christ III,” five 
sections of 1,000 words each. Looking at the 
data, drout and rising senior Elie chauvet 
’14 noticed an odd concentration of the 
alphabetical symbol called “eth” (which 
denoted the “th” sound) in the first and 
fifth segments. Other parts of the poem, 
however, favored the letter “thorn,” which 
denoted the same sound but was used 

more frequently at a later time period.
chauvet, who is an English major, wrote 

a computer program that visually graphed 
the ratio of thorns to eths throughout the 
poem. The researchers concluded that 
parts of the piece had been written by 
someone else at a much earlier time and 
were borrowed by the “Christ III” poet.

“our team now knows that the au-
thor of ‘Christ III’ had a text that doesn’t 
exist anymore, that was lost hundreds 
and hundreds of years ago. We know 
that it was on his desk, and that he 
put together this more complex poem 
based on this material,” Drout said.

chauvet, who has worked on drout’s 
team for two summers, aspires to be-
come a professor of medieval literature 
someday. “This research is not only 
good for my career plans,” Chauvet 
said, “it’s also just really fascinating.”

The Wheaton Lexomics team has pub-
lished a number of scholarly articles on 
their research. and, last summer, drout, 
LeBlanc and four students traveled to dublin 
to present a hands-on Lexomics workshop 
to graduate students and elite Anglo-Saxon 
scholars at the Biennial conference of the 
International Society of Anglo-Saxonists. Q

—Hannah Benoit

Wheaton students helped build the 

cutting-edge software that enables them 

to analyze the frequency, distribution and 

arrangement of words in patterns.

Professor Michael Drout poses a question to team members in the Lexomics lab at Wheaton.

 Elie Chauvet ’14 tackles a software question.
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Professor focuses on visual 
sociology at seminar 
Professor of Sociology John Grady, a 
past president of the international Visual 
Sociology association, last summer was 
an invited scholar at the Visual Methods 
Seminar at the University of antwerp 
in Belgium. The seminar provided an 
opportunity for attendees—mostly college 
professors and postdoctoral students—to 
explore the latest developments in visual 
research and to identify how these can be of 
use in their own current research. We talked 
to him about the seminar and his work.

What is the main focus of your research?
While i consider myself a general 

sociologist—interested in what is hap-
pening to society (both domestically and 
globally) and what should be done about 
it—I have for the most part focused on 
visual sociology or the study of images as 
social information. i am interested in what 
the study of visual evidence tells us about 
how society is organized and changes.

Exactly what is visual sociology?
i think the best way of approaching it 

is to frame the question of what a “more 
visual” sociology would look like. It would 
be one that places a premium on care-
ful observation, or going and taking a 
look for yourself at what is going on. This 
was the lesson of the old chicago School 
sociologists, and it is something we need 
to recover in our work. all theories and 
generalizations are at best hypotheses 
about the world. They always need to be 
re-examined and tested, and in the final 
instance that involves somebody going out 
there and taking a look around, sometimes 
for years at a time. it follows from that 
that anything that can help you fix your 

observations—like a map, or a drawing, 
or a photograph—should be prized and 
utilized. it also follows that anything that 
a society produces—whether as a built 
environment, a cultural product of one 
kind or another, or just a trace of human 
action—should also be fixed in some way 
for recall and analysis. Thus, just about 
anything that you can capture with a 
camera or that other people visualized as 
part of everyday life—the comics, family 
movies, advertising and the like—can pro-
vide data for most sociological questions. 

Tell us about your role at the Visual 
Methods Seminar. 

There were four of us who were “tutors.” 
our job was to introduce attendees to 
some of the most important methods and 
issues in visual research. These included 
using photographs in interviews; analyz-
ing photographic content in media repre-
sentations like advertising, ethnographic 
photography and documentary film; using 
vernacular photography (like home al-
bums, Flickr, and the like). We also con-
sulted with them on their projects, which 
they presented to the entire seminar on 

the final day of the nine-day program.

Why are you interested in this particular 
subject matter?

Visual information and imagery have been 
long neglected by the social sciences. So my 
interest is in figuring out what we can learn 
from objects and practices that we take for 
granted and, in fact, have not only neglected 
but also, as it turns out, deliberately ignored. 
Why this has been the case is pretty easy 
to understand. Visual images need to be 
interpreted, and a sociology that wanted 
to be scientific initially thought you had to 
avoid interpreting life and instead just look 
at cold hard facts that could be counted, or-
ganized into patterns and analyzed. We now 
know that all data has to be interpreted, and 
that early sociologists’ aversion to studying 
images wasn’t just that it required interpreta-
tion, but also that interpreting visual data 
was too challenging. There’s even more 
to the story, however. it is easy to reduce 
people and events to caricatures and “just 
so” stories when you can avoid observing 
them in everyday life or in images (usually 
photographic) of their doings. Sociologists, 
like other social scientists, talk about the 



world using models that 
are based on “ideal types” 
of behavior and social 
organization. one of the 
temptations of this ap-
proach is to make our view 
of the world tidier than it 
actually is by not muddy-
ing up our conceptual gen-
eralizations with data that 
we can’t completely man-
age. Using visual materials 
makes it a lot easier to 
appreciate and account for 
how society is constantly 
changing and evolving. 
For many of us in visual 
sociology—and I think 
my fellow tutors would 
agree with me—the really 
exciting thing about the 
“visual turn” in the social 

sciences is figuring out what image 
work contributes to our disciplines. 

How does it relate to your 
coursework at Wheaton?

i teach several courses with a direct 
relevance to the seminar. My course on 
“Visual Sociology” enables me to explore 
with students the field as a whole and to 
investigate various ways of answering re-
search questions with visual data. over the 
last twenty years, i have become convinced, 
for example, that feature-length fiction 
films and storytelling—because I would 
now include the breathtaking revolution in 
serial storytelling on cable television and 
the like that began with “The Sopranos” 
through “Breaking Bad”—play a crucial role 
in making modern mass society imaginable, 
coherent and even possible. its sermons 
and messages are more understandable, 
penetrating and relevant than anything 
produced by the clergy, and its dissection of 
the moral order is far more memorable and 
insightful than that found in most school-
ing. Also, I make extensive use of visual 
materials—and research techniques and 
findings—in most of my other courses. Q
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Faculty
Alex Bloom, professor of history, was a panelist on Oct. 23, 2013, at a live forum and radio show 
at the Providence Athenaeum in Rhode Island, regarding the legislation that created the National 
Endowments for the Arts and Humanities. SueEllen Kroll ’98 was a program organizer.

Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, professor of religion, authored “Sukkot: The Paradigmatic Harvest 
Festival” in Celebration: Proceedings of the Oxford Symposium on Food and Cookery (Prospect, 
2012).

Michael Drout, professor of English, presented the lecture “How to 
Read J.R.R. Tolkien” at his alma mater, Carnegie Mellon University, in 
October 2013, as part of the Carol Brown annual lecture series. Drout 
also released the audio course “How to Think: The Liberal Arts and 
Their Enduring Value” (Recorded Books, 2013), and published Tradition 
and Influence in Anglo-Saxon Literature: An Evolutionary, Cognitivist 
Approach (Palgrave, 2013), with cover art designed by Leah Smith ’14 
and Amira Pualwan ’13. 

Francisco Fernandez de Alba, associate professor of Hispanic 
studies, authored “Party to the People: Heroin and the Spanish ‘Lost’ 
Generation,” a chapter in a collection of essays titled Toward a Cultural 
Archive of la Movida: Back to the Future (Fairleigh Dickinson, 2013). 

Edward Gallagher, professor of French, published “‘Saint Adorata,’ a Translation of Apollinaire’s 
‘Sainte Adorata’” in Metamorphoses, a Journal of Literary Translation (Fall 2013). 

Andy Howard, professor of art, was elected to the board of directors at the Cape Cod Art 
Association in October 2013. 

Eric Kelley, visiting instructor of anthropology, wrote a chapter titled “The Routinization of 
Improvisation in Avá-Guaraní Shamanic Leadership,” in The Anthropology of Religious Charisma: 
Ecstasies and Institutions (Macmillan, 2013). Kelley also presented the paper “Rethinking Primary 
Charisma: Avá-Guaraní Shamanic Leadership in Eastern Paraguay” on October 21, 2013, as part of 
the Fall 2013 Research Colloquium Series at the University of Massachusetts-Amherst Center for 
Latin American, Caribbean and Latino Studies.   

Nancy Kendrick, professor of philosophy, presented two papers in October in Helsinki, Finland: 
“Activity and Passivity in Mary Astell’s Theory of Friendship” at the Women, Truth, and Action confer-
ence; and “Rules for the Dissolution of a Friendship: Aristotle and Wollstonecraft on Marriage and 
Virtue Friendship” at the University of Helsinki’s History of Philosophy Research Seminar.  

Alumnae/i
Lori Baker ’84, author of three story collections, published The Glass 
Ocean (Penguin Press, 2013), which received praise from Publishers 
Weekly.

Holly Barry ’85 published the children’s book Helen Keller’s Best 
Friend Belle (Albert Whitman & Company, 2013). 
Rosemary Liss ’11 showcased her artwork in the exhibition “A Sacred 
Space” at Ancient Arts Wellness in Baltimore, Md., in October 2013.

Thomas Sanderson ’92, co-director and senior fellow at the 
Transnational Threats Project at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies in Washington, D.C., co-authored “Terrorism’s 
shifting face” in the op-ed section of the Washington Post on Aug. 5, 
2013.

Ken Kristensen ’92 in August 2013 had his graphic novel Todd, The Ugliest Kid on Earth made avail-
able for the first time in the mainstream market through Barnes and Noble, Amazon and other major 
booksellers. It previously had been distributed mainly in the comic book market.

Nicole Tadgell ’91 received a 2013 Growing Good 
Kids—Excellence in Children’s Literature Award from 
the American Horticultural Society and the National Junior 
Master Gardener Program for the book First Peas to the 
Table, which she illustrated. Q

PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS
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Big finish
Ashante Little ’14 wins national championship

They say first impressions are impor-
tant. ashante Little seems to have that 
nailed down, judging by her first en-
counter with dave cusano, Wheaton’s 
head track and field coach, during his 
first season on campus in 2012.

“When I first met Ashante, she asked, 
‘How are you going to make me a na-
tional champion?’” Cusano recalls. 
“i knew right from that moment that 
i was going to have an opportunity 
to coach someone very special.”

Their teamwork, indeed, has led Little 
to her greatest achievement on the track. 
Last spring she captured her first career 
national title with a personal best time of 
54.79 seconds in the 400-meter dash at 
the NCAA Division III Outdoor Track & 
Field championship in La crosse, Wis.

“Before the final of the 400-meter, coach 
told me I could do it,” she says. “It had been 

a long weekend and we 
still had races to finish, 
but his trust and reassur-
ance kept me out of my 
own head and helped 
me stay as focused and 
on target as I could be.”

as cusano recalls, 
“Was i nervous about 
ashante’s race? No, 
but i could see signs 

of fatigue from her racing eight times over 
a three-day span at the biggest meet of 
the season. But what she expected from 
herself was greatness and she achieved it.”

Once Little crossed the finish line, she 
not only celebrated her accomplishment 
with cusano, but also inked her name 
in the Wheaton track and field program 
record book as the 19th student-athlete 
to earn a national title, something that 
hadn’t been accomplished since amber 
James ’04 earned crowns in both the 
200-meter dash and 400-meter dash 
nine years earlier in the same venue.

in addition to this crowning achieve-
ment, Little had enjoyed a very success-
ful first season with the Lyons, earning 
two impressive honors—New England 

Women’s and Men’s athletic conference 
(NEWMAC) Outdoor Track & Field Co-
rookie of the Year award and a spot on 
the all-conference Second Team (outdoor 
400-meter hurdles). But she wanted more. 

“i realize now that i had never truly 
pushed myself before coach cusano’s 
arrival. He helped me to see that great-
ness didn’t come just from doing physi-
cal work, but that all aspects of my life 
needed to fall into suit with my goals,” 
says Little. “coach has taught me that in 
order to be the best athlete i can be, i need 
to be my best ‘self,’ which includes be-
ing emotionally and mentally strong.”

Since the two have been working to-
gether, Little’s performance on the track 
has improved. over the past three seasons, 
she’s earned not only a national title, but 
also nine all-america honors. She also is 
the sole holder of three Wheaton records 
in the 100-meter hurdles (outdoor), 500 
meters (indoor), and 600 meters (indoor).

a major in african, african american, 
diaspora studies, Little’s drive to succeed 
in athletics matches her desire to excel 
in the classroom. She credits Professor 
Shawn christian, her advisor, for helping 
her stay on track for academic success. 

“Professor christian has shaped my 
Wheaton career tremendously by go-
ing above and beyond. Year after year at 
Wheaton, he has been more than supportive 
in both my academic and athletic pursuits. 
He has worked with me to identify my 
goals, which is reassuring as a senior trying 
to figure out what comes after Wheaton.”

outside of the classroom, she has 
been busy helping current students as 
well as helping Wheaton prepare for the 
future. She is one of two students se-
lected to serve with faculty and staff on 
the Presidential Search committee. 

“To play such an integral role in the future 
of the institution is quite gratifying,” she says. 

She also is a mentor for first-year 
student-athletes, a role she created 
with Dean Alex Vasquez and Associate 
director of athletics Lisa Yenush ’90. 

as for postgraduation plans, 
Little says, she’s keeping her op-
tions open, including the possibility 
of applying to graduate schools. 

one thing is for sure, says cusano, given 
her track record, “She is the type of person 
who can accomplish whatever she seeks.” Q

—Matt Noonan ’10 

Ashante Little ’14 pours on the power at NCAA Division III championship 400-meter finals.



WINTER  2014 17Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

Equestrian holds reins to top 10 ranking
allegra kurtz-rossi ’15 has been riding horses since 
she was 11 years old, but she had never participated 
in a national equestrian competition until last spring 
as a member of the Wheaton Equestrian Team.

Her first gallop into the national arena 
paid off big time. competing against rep-
resentatives from more than 100 schools, 
kurtz-rossi placed 10th in the nation in 
the walk-trot-canter category of the 2013 
intercollegiate Horse Show association 
Nationals held last spring in Harrisburg, Pa.

“It was an amazing experience,” says 
kurtz-rossi, who this year is one of the 
equestrian team’s captains. “i had never 
competed in such a large horse show before, 
so i was pretty nervous, especially being the 
only representative for Wheaton’s team.”

Kurtz-Rossi had qualified to show at the 
nationals by becoming the champion in her 
division at the New England regional finals 
held at Mount Holyoke college last spring.

“competing against the best riders in our 
zone, I was not expecting to place first or 
second, which you must get in order to go 
to nationals,” she says. “You can imagine my 
surprise and excitement when I placed first.”

a chemistry major, the equestrian is no 
stranger to taking on and successfully work-
ing through challenges: “Until college, aP 
chemistry was the most difficult and time-
consuming class i had ever taken, but i still 
loved it, and that was when i knew i should 
pursue chemistry,” says Kurtz-Rossi, who 
has worked as a lab assistant for associate 
Professor of chemistry Thandi Buthelezi. 

“chemistry is one of the only sub-
jects I enjoy even when it is ex-
tremely difficult. After I graduate, I 
hope to get a Ph.D. in chemistry.”

it is that kind of fearlessness that helped 
kurtz-rossi get to the nationals, and 
brought her a top 10 placement in the 
tough competition, former equestrian 
team coach amanda Hare points out.

“She was one of only three riders in 
the top 10 who came from a smaller rid-
ing program like Wheaton’s. The other 
seven out of the top 10 riders were from 

schools that have all won a National 
collegiate Team championship 
at some point,” Hare says. 

“We had a clear game plan and 
strategy as to how we were going to 
ride in order to get noticed, and she 
executed that plan beautifully. For 
a rider who had never even com-
peted in a rated horse show before 
coming to college, she kept her 
cool and performed beautifully.”  

Wheaton’s equestrian team, a club 
sport, has enjoyed a great deal of 
success recently, with five Wheaton 
riders making it to nationals during 
the past decade, under the guid-
ance of Hare. (She recently stepped 
down as coach to spend more time 
with her family. She currently holds 
an administrative role for the team.)

Hare recalls being impressed 
by kurtz-rossi’s skills from the 
day she saw her ride during the 
team’s first practice session. 

“allegra has grown so much over the 
past two seasons from a nervous and 
timid rider into a fierce competitor.”

Says kurtz-rossi: “i would never have got-
ten to nationals without the great coaching 
I had from Amanda and [former assistant 
coach] Anna [Machonis], and the support 
for my riding that my parents give me.” Q

—Matt Noonan ’10 

Allegra Kurtz-Rossi ’15 competing in the 2013 
Intercollegiate Horse Show Association Nationals

Allegra Kurtz-Rossi ’15 credits her mom, Sabrina Kurtz-Rossi, 
for the support needed to help her win top honors at nationals.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Championing 
the liberal arts
Ronald A. Crutcher reflects on 10-year presidency

At the end of this 
academic year, 
President Crutcher 
will leave Wheaton. 
Here, the Quarterly 
notes his contributions 
to the college and 
the world of higher 
education, through 
images, comments 
from the Wheaton 
community, and a 
recent interview in 
which he discusses 
the enduring value of 
the liberal arts. 

By Michael Graca

“Mentoring is important to me and to 
Betty,” the president says, leaning forward 
over the table in his Park Hall office. 

“it’s important to me because i wouldn’t 
be the person that i am today were it not for 
Elizabeth Potteiger, my cello teacher, who was 
one of the first persons outside of my parents 
to be a mentor to me,” he says. “As a result of 
getting to know her and studying the cello with 
her, i made a pledge to myself that i wanted 
to do for others what she had done for me.” 

The president has told the story before 
in explaining his motivation for organizing 
a mentoring group each year, scheduling 
individual meetings and regular group sessions 
with as many as 40 students. His wife, 
Betty Neal crutcher, who earned her Ph.d. 
studying models for cross-cultural mentoring, 
also has led her own mentoring group.
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“For me, it’s a great opportunity,” he 
says. “it’s my way of staying connected 
to students and their concerns.”

The mentoring group reflects an essential 
belief that has been evident throughout his 
tenure at Wheaton as well as throughout 
his career: a liberal arts education that is 
personal and rigorous transforms lives. 

His conviction about the worth of the 
liberal arts drove President crutcher to 
lead a campus-wide strategic planning 
process that developed a holistic vision 
for building on the college’s distinctive 
connections curriculum. The plan, Wheaton 
2014: Transforming Lives to Change the 
World, has served as a blueprint for his 
presidency. it included major projects, such 

as Go Beyond: campaign for Wheaton, 
the fundraising effort now in its final 
year, and construction of the Mars center 
for Science and Technology, the largest 
building project in Wheaton history. 

other highlights of President 
crutcher’s tenure include:
• The establishment of innovative in-

terdisciplinary programs, including 
majors in business and management, 
and film and new media studies.

• A 6.5 percent increase in undergraduate 
student enrollment over the past decade.

• An increasingly diverse group of 
students. Twenty percent of the en-
tering class of 2017 self-identify 
as students of color and 15 per-

Past presidents

1897–1925
Samuel V. Cole

1926–1944
John Edgar Park

1944–1961
Alexander H. Meneely

1975–1991
Alice Frey Emerson

1992–2004
Dale Rogers Marshall

1962–1975
William C. H. Prentice

More online
wheatoncollege.edu/college-history/
introduction/presidents

2005: Wheaton Trustee Emerita Patricia King ’63 places medallion on the president at his inauguration.
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2007: President Crutcher rehearses with Boston Symphony Orchestra cellist Owen Young in Cole chapel.

http://wheatoncollege.edu/college-history/introduction/presidents/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/college-history/introduction/presidents/


cent are international students.
• An exceptional record of student achieve-

ment, as exemplified by the college’s 
top 10 ranking in producing Fulbright 
scholars for eight consecutive years.

• An invigorated alumnae/i commu-
nity that has assumed a more active 
role in supporting the college through 
volunteer service, student mentor-
ing, networking and philanthropy.
Even as he sought to strengthen Wheaton 

by focusing on its distinctive curriculum, 
President crutcher also championed the 
liberal arts nationally through his leadership 
in higher-education organizations, including 
the american council on Education and 
the association of 
american colleges and 
Universities (AAC&U). 
He currently serves as 
co-chair of the National 
Leadership council for 
the campaign Liberal 
Education and america’s 
Promise (LEaP), and 
he has advocated for 
the value of the liberal 
arts in many settings, 
including at White House 
conferences convened 
by President obama. 

Most recently, 
President crutcher 
authored a chapter in 
the book Remaking 
College: Innovation in 
the Liberal Arts (Johns 
Hopkins University 
Press), a new collection 
of essays from leaders 
in american higher 

education. in his essay, “The intercultural 
Connection: Students and the Liberal Arts,” 
President crutcher argues that students 
whose lessons are learned in a setting 
that embraces the unfamiliar are best 
prepared to succeed in a global economy.

“Small colleges are in a better position 
to help students to develop a repertoire 
of strategies for living in an intercultural 
global world, inculcating honesty, integrity, 
and ethical behavior; learning respect 
for other cultures and ideas, espousing 
civic learning and engagement,” he 
wrote, recalling the rationale that he 
has used to explain the importance of 
increasing student diversity at Wheaton.  

2011: President Crutcher and Betty Neal Crutcher host a holiday gathering with the students they mentor.
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“Grace, 
integrity and 
devotion”
Wheaton community pays tribute

“One of the reasons I’ve enjoyed retirement so 
much is that I knew 
Wheaton was in 
wonderful hands. Ron 
Crutcher is a fine 
human being and a 
savvy academic and 
artist. Don and I look 
forward to continued 
friendship with Ron, 
Betty and Sara.”

—Dale Rogers Marshall, former 

Wheaton College president

“President Crutcher has led our college with 
great success, grace, integrity and devotion. The 
trustees are most 
grateful for his 
leadership and 
thankful for his 
contributions. The 
goals that we set for 
his presidency—in 
consultation with the 
college community in 
2003–2004—
centered on our shared desire to strengthen 
Wheaton by building on its distinctive liberal arts 
curriculum, enhancing its academic reputation 
in the wider world and fully enlisting the active 
support of our extended community. Wheaton 
has made enormous strides forward in those 
areas, thanks to President Crutcher’s dedication 
to advancing the college. So much has been 
accomplished under his tenure.”

—Thomas Hollister, chair, Wheaton Board of Trustees

“Ron’s contributions to Wheaton as an 
institution are nothing short of remarkable. 
He has helped steer the college through an 
incredibly transformational time. Externally, 
the economy has put us in uncertain times. 
Many institutions pulled back, slowed major 
projects, and halted strategic growth plans. 
But Ron believed that when times were tough, 
that was the chance to invest deeply. And that 
we did. He believed that we would come out on 



top. Wheaton success during the last decade 
can be attributed to his leadership, his calm and 
caring way, and his willingness to listen. He has 
prepared us well for this next chapter. He will 
be missed dearly by the Wheaton community.”

—Kenneth Babby ’02, alumnae/i trustee 

“I had the pleasure of meeting Ron, Betty and 
their daughter Sara, when they came to Wheaton 
the spring before 
President Crutcher 
took office. Dean Sue 
had enlisted me to 
entertain Sara for the 
weekend, which 
ended up being the 
beginning of a deep 
friendship with the 
entire family. The 
Crutchers have brought so much to Wheaton—
their warmth and friendship to all members of 
the Wheaton community, their thirst for learning 
and commitment to higher education, and their 
love of all things Wheaton, just to name a few.”

—Zoe Hack Keller ’05, former 

president, Alumnae/i Association 

“As president of the Alumnae/i Association, I am 
extremely grateful to Ron Crutcher for his 
decade of 
stewardship to 
Wheaton. He has been 
a constant friend of 
alumnae/i of all 
generations, and 
during my tenure, he 
has always been 
available to answer 
questions, discuss 
issues and solve problems. Each year, he has 
dedicated time and travel to regional events, 
giving personal testament to alums all over the 
country about Wheaton’s amazing students. 
During the 2012 blizzard, Ron made it to 
Washington, D.C., even when air travel had 
ceased in the Northeast.”

—Jane Martin ’74, P’11, president, 

Alumnae/i Association

“The most valuable thing I have learned from 
him is how to be a compassionate, hard-
working individual. Hearing the stories about the 
obstacles he has overcome throughout his life to 
be as accomplished as he is today has inspired 
me to work harder and to hopefully become half 
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You introduced Wheaton to the 
concept of “inclusive excellence” 
and you have made it a consistent 
theme at the college. Are we a 
model for inclusive excellence?

We are well on our way. 
demographically, our student body 
continues to grow more diverse. Twenty 
percent of our students self-identify as 
being african american, Latino, asian 
or multiracial. our international student 
population is growing, too. They represent 
9 percent of the student body and 15 
percent of this year’s first-year class. 
and it is clear that with respect to our 
curriculum, particularly the infusion 
program—integrating the study of race and 
ethnicity and its intersections with gender, 
class, sexuality, religion and technology 
across the disciplines—we are far ahead 
of what a lot of our peers are doing. 

You describe this as an evolution at 
Wheaton, rather than a revolution. 
What do you mean by that? 

What makes the college’s progress 
so special is that it is an authentic 
representation of Wheaton’s identity 

and history. it is based on the concepts 
that we used 20 or 30 years ago with 
the Balanced curriculum Project. it 
worked for infusing scholarship by and 
about women, which was then a new 
approach, and our faculty realized that it 
would work for scholarship that reflects a 
diversity of views about race and ethnicity 
and their intersection with class, gender, 
religion, technology, and global issues.

How does this idea connect with your 
advocacy for liberal arts in general? 

i feel very strongly that in today’s fast-
paced world, any student graduating 
from college who wants to flourish and 
have a successful career has to think 
critically, to connect knowledge across 
disciplines, to synthesize what they 
learn, to write and speak well, to think 
quantitatively, and to work well with 
people from disparate backgrounds. 

and that belief has been bolstered 
by many, many leaders in business and 
industry, through my work with the 
association of american colleges and 
Universities and as a co-chair of the 
leadership council of Liberal Education and 

Q&A

President (above, left) helps students on move-in day in 2005; congratulates a graduate at 
Commencement in 2010; has a moment with Senator Edward Kennedy in Cole Memorial 
Chapel in 2005; starts off the 2005 academic year with Opening Convocation.



WINTER  2014 23

america’s Promise. i’ve had opportunities 
to sit down with these folks and hear them 
speak passionately about the kind of skills 
they are looking for in new employees. and 
the skills they are looking for are exactly 
those you learn through the liberal arts. 

That’s a timely message, given the 
intense public focus on getting 
a job as the primary purpose 
of a college education. 

it’s a little frustrating. i don’t agree that 
the only purpose of a college education is 
getting a job, but the liberal arts prepare 
young people for successful careers 
exceptionally well. According to data from 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, young people 
today will have ten to fourteen jobs by 
the time they are 38 years old, and some 
of those will be jobs in areas that don’t 
even exist right now. So, in order to be a 
flexible and adaptable professional, you 
have to have the capacity and skills that 
you gain from a liberal arts education. 

The idea that a college education leads 
to a career has been around a long time, 
but it seems to have gained strength 
in recent years. What has changed? 

The economy. The central thing that has 
changed is that, unlike previous recessions 
(and there have been many where things 

would get really terrible but you could 
depend on the fact that there would be 
improvement shortly afterward), it was 
fairly clear that this was not a cyclical thing. 
The aftermath of the recession has meant 
that not just colleges and universities but 
every institution, every individual, has 
had to change or adjust in some fashion. 

How has that change affected Wheaton? 
For colleges and universities, the area 

where we have been hurt the most is that 
family incomes had already been decreasing 
slowly and then in 2008 there was a huge 
drop in family income, while at the same 
time, operating costs were still increasing.   

How has the college responded 
to this dynamic? 

The strategies that we have developed in 
response to these changes give Wheaton 
a good opportunity to flourish. For 
example, the business and management 
major; there is already a good indication, 
based on the inquiries that we are 
receiving from prospective students, 
that the business and management 
major is going to make a difference. 
The concentrations that are part of the 
program give our students opportunities 
to major in business and management but 
also continue their passion with respect 

of the person that he is today. One of his major 
contributions to Wheaton is that he has helped 
the student body become more diverse as well as 
international. He’s also very generous. He allows 
me to use a spare cello of his here at Wheaton. 
Before coming, I explained to him that I wanted 
to continue playing at Wheaton but didn’t own a 
cello. He offered me a cello he had received as a 
gift a few years ago to use throughout my time 
at Wheaton. This has allowed me to participate 
in the Great Woods Chamber Orchestra as 
well as the World Music Ensemble. I am very 
appreciative to him for this opportunity. I can 
also honestly say that President Crutcher (along 
with his wife) is one of the most important 
reasons why I came to Wheaton. When I met 
them during the spring before heading to school, 
I was still confused about where I should go. His 
generosity and welcoming personality showed 
me that Wheaton was the right choice.”

—Matthew McVety ’15, mentor group member

“President Crutcher has a real sense of 
commitment that he displays in his professional 
and personal life. It is 
there in his work at 
Wheaton and in 
higher education in 
general. It is in his 
music as much as it 
is in his relationships 
with his family. Over 
the years, I have 
witnessed that sense 
of commitment and how it motivates him. Yes, 
there are many ways that he embodies that 
sense of commitment, but the times that I 
glimpsed President Crutcher and Betty Neal 
Cructher walking, hand in hand, to or from the 
Presidents’ House at the start or at the end of a 
day are the ones that I will always remember.”

—Shawn Christian, associate professor of English

“He’s a very admirable man and very 
forthcoming. I think President Crutcher’s 
major contribution regarding students is 
his level of openness and approachability. 
Although he is busy managing the school, 
whenever he is around campus, it is always 
easy to strike up a conversation with him or 
to get his opinions on certain matters.”

—Nana Asare ’15, mentor group member



to the environment or global issues or 
the arts or equality, as well as equity.

What do you think the most important 
change has been at Wheaton? 

The expansion of the academic program 
is crucial. The neuroscience major, for 
example, focuses on an area of knowledge 
that is critical in the 21st century. it also 
happens to be one of my outside interests. 
it’s what i would major in if i were in college. 
The film and new media studies. I think 
that’s a brilliant interdisciplinary program 
that grew out of a strength that we had 
already in film studies. The new business 
and management major, which i think has 
the potential to be a critical differentiator 
for us, because the concentrations give our 
students opportunities to major in business 
and connect it to their passion for the 
environment or global issues or the arts or 
equality. i am also thrilled about the new 
minors as well: public health, peace and 
social justice studies, and Jewish studies.

What about the science center? 
i am very proud of the Mars 

center for Science and Technology. 
It’s a magnificent building that has 
truly transformed our campus. 

i knew coming in that we needed to 
raise money to develop a state-of-the-art 

science center. There were many hurdles 
that had to be jumped over and the project 
got much more complicated because of 
the recession. We actually had to put the 
building on hold for a while. it was the 
right thing to do at the time, but it was 
very difficult and disappointing. I can 
remember the student newspaper talking 
about the “cornfield” we had created. Lo 
and behold, though, it did happen, thanks 
to a lot of alumnae/i, parents and friends. 

The campaign has had other priorities, 
too, such as raising $44 million in 
endowed funds for student scholarships. 

That’s a major priority for Wheaton, and 
we are making great progress there, too. 
We’ll be able to increase by about 30 percent 
the amount of money we have available 
for financial aid to students. This will be 
a major step in the right direction for us. 
Wheaton has to have robust scholarships 
to build the kind of student body that is 
diverse in every sense—economically, 
racially, ethnically and socially diverse.

Why are scholarships important to you? 
It’s personal for me because I benefited 

from having received a scholarship 
for graduate as well as undergraduate 
education. And my wife Betty also benefited 
from a scholarship. That’s why our own 

“When Ron and I taught an FYS together, ‘From 
the River Jordan to Jazz,’ I was struck by how 
appreciative the 
students were that he 
was so generous with 
his time. At the end of 
the semester, they 
presented him with 
the book that 
accompanied the Ken 
Burns series ‘Jazz.’ 
The student that the 
class asked to present the book said, ‘President 
Crutcher, we want you to have this book to help 
you remember our FYS and because we love 
you.’ It was so genuine and so heartfelt, and I 
think it expresses how many students feel about 
him, especially his students and his mentees.”

—Ann Sears, professor of music

“I have felt very fortunate to have a world-class 
musician as Wheaton’s president for the past ten 
years. Watching and 
hearing Ronald 
Crutcher play the 
cello is a 
transcendent 
experience that I will 
miss dearly. I’m sure 
President Crutcher’s 
cello students, whom 
he has generously 
given individual lessons over all these years, will 
miss him very much, too.”

—Charlotte Meehan, playwright-in-residence, 

associate professor of English

“Shortly after President Crutcher was named 
president, I had the good fortune of being one of 
the first students to meet with him one on one. I 
was struck then by his expressed commitment 
to mentoring students. True to his word, he made 
mentorship one of the signature features of his 
presidency. Many alums, myself included, have 
benefited from the president’s and his wife’s 
wise counsel, consistent support and sense of 
humor. One lesson he has taught me through his 
life and leadership is the importance of being 
deliberately distinctive. I will carry this with me 
for the rest of my career. What I appreciate most 
about his leadership is that he has pushed the 
college forward in its efforts to make diversity 
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Crutcher (left) 
with Adrienne 
Bevis Mars ’58 
and others at 2011 
DNA ribbon cutting 
for the new Mars 
Center for Science 
and Technology; 
congratulating 
men’s baseball 
team after national 
championship 
game in 2012 (top, 
right); celebrating 
new apple 
orchard in 2009 
(left); at Opening 
Convocation 2013.



contributions to the campaign have 
been to support student scholarships. 

What do you plan to do once 
the academic year closes? 

i’ve always wanted to go back to 
Germany, and Betty and i are making 
arrangements to spend at least a year 
in Berlin. i’ve agreed already to do a 
performance at the american academy in 
Berlin. i’ll probably do more solo recitals, 
and i plan to do more performing with 
the klemperer Trio than i’ve done in 
recent years. I also expect to spend a year 
teaching some classes and perhaps some 
cello students. i just have to decide how 
much i want to do, how much i can do. 

Do you have other plans then? 
i’m writing a book, the title of which 

will be related to one of my articles: 
“Spiraling Through the Glass ceiling: 
Seven critical Lessons for Negotiating a 
Leadership Position in Higher Education.” 
The concept of “spiraling” comes from 
the metaphor that i’ve used personally 
since i was in graduate school to help me 
understand my life’s development and 
progression. When I was in the first year 
of graduate school at Yale, i realized that 
i was starting over again, even though i 
was more sophisticated and confident 

than i had been as an undergraduate. i 
started to envision my life as walking up 
a spiral staircase … every 360 degrees 
you come back to where you started 
but at a higher level. Your experiences 
propel you upward. Within the past year, 
I have learned that “Spiral Dynamics” is 
a theory of human development based 
on the theory of psychology professor 
clare W. Graves. anyway, i hope that 
by the time i get to Germany i will have 
found someone interested in publishing 
the book, so i can devote my time to 
completing the manuscript. i already 
have drafts of the introduction and the 
first chapter. Recently, I completed an 
outline for the remainder of the book.

Does it feel like it has been 10 years? 
No, not at all. it’s amazing. i’ve been 

thinking about that, as Betty and i make 
arrangements to move out of the Presidents’ 
House. a key reason why the time seems 
to have gone by so fast is that serving as 
Wheaton’s president has been a true labor 
of love. Betty and i really feel that, when we 
came here, it was the right institution for us 
and that we were the right couple for the 
institution at the time. and that makes a big 
difference. i am very proud of the quality 
of the educational experience we provide 
for our students. That’s what fuels me. 
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a core, and not simply a complementary feature 
of the institution’s mission. He has worked hard 
to extend Wheaton’s reputation and improve 
its rank as a liberal arts college committed 
to student, staff and curricular diversity.”

—Derron “J.R.” Wallace ’07

“President Crutcher and I both entered Miami 
University (Ohio) as first-years in 1965, though 
we never met on that 
campus. By the 1990s, 
I was participating in 
diversity initiatives at 
Wheaton, inspired by 
the American 
Association of 
Colleges and 
Universities’ (AAC&U) 
concept of “inclusive 
excellence,” an idea championed by Ron, who 
was on his way to becoming the AAC&U board 
chair. When I served on the Wheaton Presidential 
Search Committee that hired Ron, we finally met 
face to face and quickly discovered our 
converging histories and commitments to 
egalitarian campus climates. In November 2005, 
Ron created the President’s Advisory Committee 
on Inclusive Excellence (PACIE). His charge to the 
committee was to ‘oversee the process of 
achieving educational excellence through 
diversity and to develop a truly multicultural 
community as proposed in Wheaton’s strategic 
plan.’ In his first years as president, Ron quickly 
transformed PACIE, changing it to an action 
committee comprising students, staff and 
faculty. Ron charged us to take on initiatives, 
which we did with enthusiasm. One was a 
campus climate survey that elicited well-defined 
diversity issues, which then could be addressed. 
Ron’s—and Wheaton’s—resilience in these 
tough times for colleges has enabled PACIE to 
continue its work successfully into the present.”

—Derek Price, professor emeritus of psychology, 

former faculty co-chair of PACIE

The Crutchers (top, left) chat with Ellen 
LeSure Whitcher ’38 at Reunion 2008; above, 
they ride in style during Reunion 2011.  A 
cappella sensation Rockapella presented 
a master class, performed in the college’s 
Mary Bloor Loser ’42 Musical Series during 
Homecoming, and found time to pose with 
the president in 2010.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evolutionary_psychology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clare_W._Graves


Honoring student champions
When President Ronald A. Crutcher completes 
his term in office at the end of this academic year, 

the college plans 
to inaugurate 
a scholarship 
named for him 
and his wife, Betty Neal Crutcher.

Progress in numbers
Science center: 
$36,118,427 committed to expanding and enhancing science facilities 
through the Mars Center for Science and Technology.

Goal: $35 million

Student scholarships: 
$51,361,128 committed to increasing scholarship support for 
Wheaton students and their families.

Goal: $50.6 million 

Annual support: 
$33,454,934 contributed to the Wheaton Fund since July 1, 2005. 
Alumnae/i, parents and friends have committed $2,881,371 since 
July 1, 2013.

Goal: $4.7 million for fiscal year 2014 (ending on June 30, 2014); 
$34.4 million by June 30, 2014. 

Student-faculty research: 
$1,408,388 committed to support student-faculty research 
collaborations through the establishment of endowed funds for  
that purpose.

Artificial turf field: 
$3,866,770 contributed to construction and maintenance of 
an artificial turf field and lighting to expand opportunities for 
intercollegiate, club and intramural sports. 

Goal: $3,865,000

Campaign leadership
Kenneth R. Babby ’02

Nancy Pearlstine Conger ’67, co-chair

Deborah Haigh Dluhy ’62

Debra Kent Glidden ’68, co-chair

Thomas Hollister, co-chair

Janet Lindholm Lebovitz ’72

Margaret Dunn Smith ’73

More online
wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Nicki Pardo

For more information on the Ronald and Betty Neal Crutcher Wheaton 
Fund Scholarship, please contact the Wheaton Fund at (508) 286-8226 or 
WheatonFund@wheatoncollege.edu.
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soccer.

The new artificial turf field has been 
getting regular use since the end of 
August 2013, thanks to the generous 
donations of alumnae/i, parents and 
friends. Here is a look at what has 
been happening on the field so far, in-
cluding the night game pictured above.

Groundbreaking:
Oct. 13, 2012, at Homecoming
Open for action: Fall 2013
Project cost:
Construction: $2.86 million
Maintenance endowment: $1 million

230 practices and counting (yes, even in winter)

16 games played (men’s soccer, field hockey, men’s and 
women’s rugby)

9 teams using the field: field hockey, men’s and women’s 
soccer, men’s and women’s lacrosse, men’s and women’s 
rugby, Ultimate Frisbee and club soccer.

5 night games, 1 men’s soccer, 2 field hockey,  
2 men’s rugby

2 outside groups using the field: Foxborough Charter 
School, for boys’ and girls’ soccer, and CS United club 

Diane C. Nordin ’80 Athletic Field by the numbers
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By Andrew Faught

Even in the death-defying world of extreme sports, there are few wake-up calls like 
nearly being swallowed by a glacier. 

For Elliott Mazzola ’09, it happened in august 2012, when he and a climbing partner 
were traversing the more than 100-mile Haute Route, an alpine trail whose 23 ice sheets 
stretch between Chamonix, France, and Zermatt, Switzerland. 

The pair were hiking “off rope,” con-
fident they were safe from the glacier’s 
hundreds of crevasses—perilous cracks, 
sometimes hidden by fresh snow, that 
can plunge unwitting climbers more 
than a hundred feet into nothingness. 

That’s when the ground gave 
way under Mazzola. 

“My foot went all the way through and all i 
saw was this void beneath me. it was a really 
dumb mistake on our part, and luckily nothing 
came of it,” he recalls, noting that alpinists are 
supposed to scan the terrain hundreds of feet 
around them for gaps not covered by snow, 
evidence that a crevasse is near. “You kind of 
laugh it off, but it could have been the end.”

For Mazzola, the near miss was hardly 
enough to keep him from coming back. Living 

on the edge of fear can be “meditative,” 
he says from Chamonix, which acclaimed 
mountaineer and writer Mark Twight calls 
“the death-sport capital of the world.” 

Mazzola resists notions he’s courting 
danger, but neither is he shrinking from 
new opportunities and possibilities—a 
message formed in no small part dur-
ing his days at Wheaton. The liberal 
arts have been described as a voyage of 
self-discovery, and it’s up to each indi-
vidual to get the most out of life and see 
the world in a unique way, Mazzola says.  

“Wheaton was a highly transformative 
period of my life,” he says. “A liberal arts 
education is a great way to experiment with 
different interests and try new things.

“We are what we repeatedly do,” Mazzola 

adds. “if you want to be a photographer, 
take lots of photos. if you want to be a BaSE 
jumper, go get lots of skydives. it’s a simple 
concept, but it’s not often easy. But i think that 
with self-discipline, sacrifice and the occa-
sional stroke of good luck, i can realize all my 
dreams, and most other people could, too.”

For Mazzola, the dream starts in 
Chamonix. It’s no ordinary slice of paradise. 

The region, in Europe’s southern alps, 
draws types ranging from extreme skiers who 
hurl themselves down 60-degree slopes, to 
“wing suit” flyers, who jump off cliffs wear-
ing “bat wing” sleeves and a parachute. 

Mazzola has been fascinated with the area 
since he visited his grandparents in Europe 
when he was 14: “The landscapes are spec-
tacular. It’s like no other place I’ve ever been.” 

The Haute route is only one stamp on his 
extreme passport. In 2010, he spent 30 days 
mountaineering in South america’s Patagonia, 
where bad weather made every step “agony.” 
Last summer, he competed in the Ultra-Trail 
du Mont-Blanc, a mountain “ultra-marathon” 
through France, italy and Switzerland. in 
true Mazzola fashion, he decided at the last 

A view to a 
Extreme alums
Our extreme alums. They can’t just walk; they must 
run—five marathons a year. They can’t just sit down 
and relax; they have to climb mountains, or rocks, 
or whatever—without ropes. They aren’t content 
with just a first and last name; they need to have 
“Iron Man” or “Iron Woman” inserted as a nickname. 
We love them and we’re impressed. Here, in an 
occasional series, we plan to share their stories. 
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Elliott Mazzola ’09 on Mont Blanc in Chamonix, France; right, skydiving over Lodi, Calif., on his 96th jump
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thrill

Elliott Mazzola ’09 thrives on adventure
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minute to compete in the 100-mile event. 
“I didn’t even register for the race,” 

he says. “i was giddy and running too 
fast down hills and things like that. it 
was a big challenge, but I did finish.” 

Mazzola is now working to log 150 
to 200 skydives—he’s tallied 63, at last 
count—before he tries his first BASE jump, 
in which extreme athletes jump, with 
a parachute, from Buildings, antennae, 
Spans (bridges) and Earth (cliffs). 

Experts advise that 
number of skydives 
before BaSE jumping, 
“basically to minimize 
your risk of dying,” 
Mazzola says. “i’d like 
to have a solid founda-
tion and progress slowly 
so i can continue to 
enjoy these passions.”

He leads a vagabond 
life, hitchhiking to new 
extreme feats around 
Europe. He subsidizes 
his adventures through 
odd jobs and doing 
sales and acquisi-
tions—on his com-
puter—for Beverly Hills, 
calif.-based House of 
Film, a distributor of independent movies.

 He is philosophical in the face of 
danger, perhaps a given since he was 
a philosophy major at Wheaton.

“Fear is a good thing to keep you in 
check,” he says, “it keeps me alive. But 
it’s overcoming fear that lets me live.”

one of his former Wheaton men-
tors, associate Professor of Philosophy 
John Partridge, is similarly rumina-
tive about Mazzola’s exploits. 

“Socrates said that practicing philosophy 
is preparing for death,” Partridge says. “One 
might say that Eli is the most promising 
philosopher Wheaton has ever produced.” 

That the keene, N.H., native has turned 
to a life of derring-do may come as a 
surprise to many. Mazzola lived a decid-
edly staid childhood by comparison. He 
didn’t take his first camping trip until high 
school, and it didn’t inspire confidence. 

“We forgot matches, it was raining, 
and we had no fire,” Mazzola says. “It 
wasn’t your ideal camping experience.” 

But it gave him enough of a taste to want 

to give the great outdoors another try. He 
dreamed of traipsing across canada or wan-
dering the appalachian Trail after high school, 
but the idea of delaying his higher educa-
tion to his mid- to late 20s held no appeal. 

Mazzola applied to several colleges, look-
ing for a picturesque campus with strong 
academics. He also wanted to be part of a 
tightly knit community—“nothing too big.” 
Wheaton fit the bill. He was admitted, but de-
ferred enrollment so he could take a gap year. 

Mazzola set out for one more adven-
ture before diving into coursework. He 
took a job with czelusniak et dugal, inc., 
a Northampton-based organ builder, for 
whom he roamed New England building 
and restoring pipe organs. Mazzola grew 
up playing the instrument at church.

“it was cool, but the whole sched-
ule got to me,” he says. “I realized I 
could never do another 9-to-5 job.” 

He chose to enroll at Wheaton because 
he loved the idea of having a “quintes-
sential New England liberal arts experi-
ence.” The college also would allow 
him to work closely with professors and 
meet peers from diverse backgrounds. 

But that wasn’t all. Wheaton was a portal 
to the world. as a junior, he studied in Jordan 
through the SiT Graduate institute. While in 
the Middle East, he visited the West Bank 

and made a documentary of the arab-israeli 
conflict from a Palestinian perspective.

Despite his range of experiences, he 
was unclear on a major when he arrived in 
Norton. Then, his sophomore year, he took an 
ancient philosophy course taught by Partridge. 

“There was a great debate about the Greek 
term eudaimonia, essentially meaning ‘the 
good life,’ and how that was achieved,” 
Mazzola says. “according to aristotle, humans 
achieve this through excellence in our highest 

capacity: reason. That 
resonated with me, and 
i always joke that i have 
to rationalize my life 
every day as a semi-
professional ski bum.” 

He was further in-
fluenced by Partridge’s 
ancient Greek phi-
losophy class, which 
required students to 
complete writing assign-
ments “to express our 
own ideas and formulate 
them in ways that made 
sense,” Mazzola says. 
“i realized there was a 
philosopher inside me.”

“Eli could do the rigor-
ous analysis we teach 

our philosophy students to do, but he was 
also a synthetic philosopher,” adds Partridge. 
“He made connections, sometimes surprising 
connections, between the things he studied 
and his own experience. Eli’s final paper 
sought to move from aristotle’s metaphys-
ics to questions about the meaning of life.”

Beyond the books, Mazzola found mean-
ing in movement. With energy to burn, he 
competed on Wheaton’s rugby team all 
four years, earning the nickname “crazy 
Legs” for his madcap dashes on the pitch. 
at a lithe 5 feet, 11 inches, and 160 pounds, 
Mazzola says he was forced to run “in all 
kinds of crazy diagonals to avoid contact.”

He also went running for hours at a time, 
recalls August Avantaggio ’09, who first 
met Mazzola when the two were paired 
as freshman roommates at Young Hall. 

“He was always running. You could 
never wear him out,” says Avantaggio, 
of damariscotta, Maine, who remained 
Mazzola’s roommate throughout college. 

His pursuits didn’t stop with the athletic. 
Mazzola would play middle-of-the-night 

For more information
Elliott Mazzola posts photos of his travels and 
adventures on his Facebook page, facebook.com/
youngstupidamerican.com.

Elliott Mazzola on the Haute Route, an eight-day Alpine expedition from Zermatt to Chamonix
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Bach toccatas at cole Memorial chapel, 
once drawing the attention of public 
safety officers, who came to investigate 
the sound of pipes piercing the night. 

“People knew that if the organ was playing 
at midnight, it was Elliott,” Avantaggio says 
with a laugh. adds Mazzola: “i had access 
to the church back home, and i often played 
the organ in the middle of the night when 
no one was around. it was more of a conve-
nience to go then, but it is kind of eerie when 
you’ve only got the one 
light from the organ 
and you’re shaking 
the whole building.”

Few defined “icono-
clast” like Mazzola. 

“He was not a person 
to take the simple route,” 
avantaggio says. “He 
was always off do-
ing something; he’d 
never sit still. He did 
his classwork, but he 
would always want to 
take advantage of his 
free time and go off and 
forge his own path.”

He had one other 
notable passion dur-
ing his Wheaton days: 
Mazzola loved to explore abandoned build-
ings, particularly in Boston’s Back Bay. He 
once asked avantaggio if he wanted to tour 
the abandoned and dilapidated Metropolitan 
State Hospital in the woods of Waltham, 
Mass., but the skittish roommate demurred.    

Mazzola typically took a video camera on 
such trips, an interest he cultivated as a young 
boy. He’d make his own short films with the 
footage. Mazzola even collaborated with 
Wheaton playwright-in-residence charlotte 
Meehan on three of her multimedia plays, 
creating material for each production. (Sweet 
Disaster, was staged in Providence, r.i.; 
Looking for George and 27 Tips for Banishing 
the Blues were performed in New York.)

“He’s just brilliant, utterly brilliant,” Meehan 
says. “Eli sort of came to Wheaton ready-
made, and he left the college understanding 
that he wants to experience life and it’s OK 
for him to do that without climbing some 
ladder that’s invisible. it doesn’t surprise 
me at all that Eli would do extreme sports 
because he’s so good at everything.”

Mazzola had more than an inkling he’d 

return to France once he got his degree. 
“as soon as i didn’t have anything better 
going on in my life, i decided, that would 
be the time to buy a ticket,” he says. 

He figured he’d spend a ski season in 
Chamonix before returning home. That was 
more than three years ago. Chamonix cast 
its spell on Mazzola the same way it has on 
thousands of other outdoor enthusiasts. The 
first Winter Olympics were held there in 
1924. Mazzola’s memories of skiing the area 

when he was a senior at Wheaton are vivid. 
“When you’re high in the mountains, 

you feel humbled by the beauty and gran-
deur that surround you,” Mazzola says. 

Towering 15,781 feet above sea level, 
the fabled Mont Blanc looms over the 
Chamonix valley floor near the borders 
of France, Switzerland and italy. clearly, 
these aren’t the White Mountains. it didn’t 
take long for Mazzola to feel part of the 
milieu, as extreme skiers and other dare-
devils readily mingle with admirers. 

“For me, it always seemed like a pipe 
dream to participate, but when you finally 
realize these are normal people, it becomes a 
more realistic dream to have,” Mazzola says. 

Still, the dangers are real. In Chamonix, 
there’s a fine line between adventure and 
foolhardiness. More people die on Mont 
Blanc—up to 100 a year—than on any 
mountain in Europe, data show. causes 
include avalanches, exposure and falling. 

None of it is lost on Mazzola, who 
is drawn to high altitudes for many rea-
sons, but this one in particular: “You get 

a sense of peace and quiet in the moun-
tains that’s hard to find these days.

“i think i’m naïve in a lot of ways, which 
is why I like to find climbing partners 
who are more cautious and conserva-
tive in their decisions,” he adds, “someone 
to temper my eagerness and enthusiasm. 
Sometimes you think you’re doing some-
thing that’s just fine, and it’s not.” 

climbing mountains is only one part of 
the journey. Getting down is another, and 

what better way than 
to run down the face? 
To casual observers, 
the humorous sight 
of runners with their 
flailing windmill arms 
belies the real danger. 

“You have to be 
hyperfocused on the 
rocky trail in front of 
you,” Mazzola says. “It’s 
quite chaotic, and you’re 
a bit out of control. 
it’s one foot in front of 
the other, hoping you 
don’t fall. Every time, 
I have a close call.”

Mazzola calls his 
parents the “quiet 
worrying type, which 

is nice. i’ve got friends whose parents 
worry vocally.” His father, Frank Mazzola, 
keeps his concerns closer to home. 

“I’ll do an expedition that crosses 23 
glaciers over a hundred miles in the high 
mountains in the middle of the wilderness, 
but then i come home to visit, and i’ll kayak 
on the ashuelot river, which is an incred-
ibly tame, flat river, my dad starts to worry,” 
Elliott Mazzola says. “It’s ridiculous.”

Frank Mazzola’s nerves are calmed 
by his son’s circumspection on his 
more dangerous adventures.  

“Even though it’s a dangerous path 
for people who aren’t careful, Elliott 
doesn’t take unnecessary risks,” he 
says. “He knows his limits.”

adds Elliott: “We’re all going to die at some 
point. i don’t want to die on the mountains, i 
try not to, but i don’t let that notion of death 
keep me from these precious moments of life.”

Spoken like a true rationalist. Q

Andrew Faught is a California-based freelance 
writer.

The thrill seeker running in the mountains of Chamonix, France
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ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION NEWS

Staying connected
Team works to expand, enrich alum community

Susan Little Doyle ’77 leads 
the way as new director

it takes a special person to step into a 
job in which the first task is helping to 
plan two major alum weekends happen-
ing within two months of the position’s 
start date—and make it look easy.

Spend one moment with the col-
lected and cordial Susan “Sue” Little 
doyle ’77 and you immediately real-
ize that she is, indeed, that person. 

Wheaton officials have known this 
for a long time, having benefited from 
her leadership skills over the years 
through her many roles as a volunteer. 
Now, doyle is putting those skills to use 
on a broader scale as the new execu-
tive director of alumnae/i relations. 

Hired in august as the acting direc-

tor, she oversaw Homecoming Weekend 
events and the alumnae/i Leadership 
conference (aLc), and is well into 
planning for reunion Weekend. 

in december, doyle became the per-
manent director. She previously was a 
clinical interventionist in the Fitchburg 
Public Schools in Massachusetts, where 
she was responsible for the therapeu-
tic work with students who face emo-
tional and behavioral challenges.   

doyle, who is the director-at-large on 
the alumnae/i Board of directors, majored 
in sociology, with a minor in elemen-
tary education, and has a master’s degree 
in social work from Boston college. 

“I am very pleased that Sue is filling 
this critical role, as she has been ‘one 
of our own’ for a long time, and has a 
deep commitment to the college and its 

alumnae and alumni,” said Jane Martin 
’74, Alumnae/i Association president. 
“over the course of many years, Sue has 
served as a loyal volunteer, as a class 
officer and national Reunion chair.”

added Mary casey, vice president for col-
lege advancement: “Sue brings a depth of 
volunteer leadership to the role of executive 
director, and her warm relationships and 
keen insights played a key role in develop-
ing the alumnae/i association’s strategic 
plan and in monitoring its implementation.” 

doyle, the daughter of Jacqueline 
Flagg Little, Class of 1948, said she en-
joys leading the alumnae/i relations 
Office and being a part of helping to 
make life-changing connections for 
Wheaton students and alumnae/i. 

“i adore Wheaton and know it to be a 
very special place, not only for its academic 
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Gavin Mackie ’13 focuses 
on affinity programs

As Gavin Mackie ’13 walked across the 
stage on his graduation day last June, he 
wasn’t expecting to help plan his own first 
Homecoming. But he did just that this fall, 
as the double major 
in political science 
and music was hired 
as the coordina-
tor for volunteer 
stewardship and 
affinity programs in 
alumnae/i relations.  

Mackie put his 
leadership skills 
to use in helping 
to plan october’s 
Homecoming Weekend and the alumnae/i 
Leadership Conference—two of the biggest 
events, besides reunion Weekend, that 
alumnae/i relations tackles each year. 

originally from Hampden, Mass., Mackie, 
whose mother is diane derosier Mackie 
’79, says he’s happy to be using the skills 
he gained from his undergraduate experi-
ence in politics. “Last summer, i received a 
Wheaton Fund grant to work in Philadelphia 
as a volunteer organizer for the obama 
campaign. My experience recruiting, train-
ing and organizing volunteers translates well 
working in volunteer relations at Wheaton.” 

He also draws upon his leadership back-
ground as the former music director for the 
Gentlemen callers. as a student, Mackie 
received departmental awards in both music 
and political science, as well as perfor-
mance awards for both piano and voice.

He says he enjoys connecting with gen-
erations of Wheaton graduates as he helps to 
organize interest groups and reunite former 
classmates. “My position is focused on or-
ganizing new ways that alums can connect 
with each other and with students,” he says. 

although the job varies daily, his goal is to 
create networks of alumnae/i that, once es-
tablished, will continue on as self-sustaining. 

“Wheaton attracts some truly incred-
ible people, and it’s a great environ-
ment in which both to learn and to 
work,” says Mackie, who, in the future, 
plans to go to graduate school. Q

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14 

Marco Barbone ’09 works 
to engage network

at Wheaton, Marco Barbone ’09 
played lacrosse for four years, 
and then worked in the field of 
athletics after graduating. Those 
experiences are serving him well 
in his new position at Wheaton as 
the assistant director of alumnae/i 
relations, where he develops 
strategies to engage alumnae/i and 
motivate a team of volunteers.

“From sports, i learned how to 
work with others to accomplish 
our common goals,” he says. “I 
love watching teams develop as a family, 
and providing any assistance and leader-
ship to allow them to achieve success.”

Barbone, who was co-captain of the 
lacrosse team during his senior year, 
graduated from Wheaton with a double 
major in economics and psychology. 
He earned a master’s degree in sports 
leadership at Northeastern University, 
while working as a special education 
aide at Newton North High School, in 
Massachusetts. He then became direc-
tor of Penguins Select for PrimeTime 
Lacrosse in Natick, Mass., managing teams 
from fourth grade through high school.

 in august 2012, Barbone was hired as 
the coordinator for volunteer steward-
ship and affinity programs at Wheaton, 
where he played a key role in strengthen-

ing the alumnae/i 
Relations Office’s 
collaboration 
with the athletics 
department, in-
cluding supporting 
the department in 
the development of 
the Hall of Fame. 
during his year in 
that position, he 
also led the efforts 
to create mini-
reunion program-
ming by affinity.

He now has 
big plans in his new job: “i would like 
to increase our volunteer engagement 
with our alum base, specifically with our 
young alums, through already established 
events, such as Sophomore Symposium. i 
am also hoping to help create new op-
portunities for alumnae/i engagement.

“alum involvement is the most impor-
tant aspect of Wheaton because that is 
what keeps the college running. The sup-
port of alums fiscally and on a volunteer 
basis provides the college with an awe-
some network of hard-working individuals 
who all have Wheaton in common. By 
graduating from this college, there are 
16,000 other alums to talk with about 
careers, life and the good old days.” Q

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14 

rigor and the transformative experiences 
it provides, but perhaps most importantly, 
for the quality of the connections that are 
made here,” said Doyle, who has at-
tended every aLc for the past 20 years.

“i can vouch for this phenomenon 
both personally and from the hundreds 

of stories i have heard over the years 
from both students and alumnae/i in 
my volunteer work for the college.”  

one of the most important goals she 
has for her department is team building, 
considering there has been a period of tran-
sition in staff over the past couple of years.

“Another of my goals,” she said, “is 
to find many different ways in which 
alumnae/i can connect both to each other, 
and to the college. i see this as being done 
in several key ways, including through 
affinity affiliations; work with the Filene 
Center, the Admission Office, and the 
Student, Trustee, and alumnae/i council; 
and through regional events. The program-
ming in these areas will create expanded 
opportunities for alumnae/i to connect and 
will enrich the Wheaton community.” Q 

“I adore Wheaton and know 

it to be a very special place, 

not only for its academic 

rigor and the transformative 

experiences it provides, but 

perhaps most importantly, for 

the quality of the connections 

that are made here.”

Susan Little Doyle ’77
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Recipes for recovery
Alumna and daughter publish benefit cookbook

Three days after Hurricane Sandy slammed into 
New Jersey’s coast in october 2012, cheryl 
Pembridge Larkin ’73 and her husband, John, 
drove from their inland home in Basking ridge to 
check on their summer cottage in Point Pleasant 
Beach. Power outages throughout the state had cut 
off most news reports, but the Larkins had heard 
Governor chris christie speaking on their car radio. 

“The shore as we know 
it is gone,” he said. 

When they reached the coast, 
the Larkins were relieved to find 
their cottage intact, but shocked 
at the surrounding wreckage. 

“Broken, crumpled buildings 
stood or half stood,” Larkin 
recalls. “Some were washed 
away. Sand dunes had been 
re-created in the streets. Wires 
were down. Garbage and debris 
were scattered everywhere. 
The boardwalk was gone.” 

Larkin asked herself, 
“What do you do to help?”  

She soon found her answer. 
Larkin and her daughter kate 
kurelja, both dedicated food-
ies, had been talking about 
collaborating on a cookbook. 
In January 2013 they were in 
kate’s kitchen discussing the 
possibilities when “the obvi-
ous hit us,” Larkin recalls. 
“Let’s do a cookbook to raise 
funds for Sandy relief.”  

in September, the pair 
published Savoring the Shore, a 
culinary celebration of the Jersey shore that 
serves up more than 100 recipes from home 
cooks and celebrity chefs. all proceeds 
will benefit the hurricane recovery efforts.

Larkin and kurelja, both marketing 
professionals, combined traditional market-
ing and social media networking to solicit 
recipes and drum up support. They cre-

ated a food blog and a Facebook page, and 
recruited kate’s sister Sarah to help spread 
the word. on Facebook, they previewed 
recipes from their book and also shared 
news updates on the recovery efforts. They 
also connected with karen Schnitzspahn, 
author of Jersey Shore Food History: 
Victorian Feasts to Boardwalk Treats. 

Schnitzspahn contributed a recipe, Fried 
oysters on Toast, and became their mentor. 

contributors included friends, charitable 
organizations, and renowned chefs such 
as Eric LeVine, owner of Morris Tap & 
Grill in Randolph, N.J., and a “Chopped” 
champion; restaurateur david Burke, a 
two-time contestant on Bravo’s “Top chef 
Masters”; and Michel Richard, a James 
Beard Foundation award winner who also 
did a sketch and a painting for the book. 

at a charity event, the authors ran into 
“Top Chef” judge Tom Colicchio—“the 
culinary world’s equivalent to encounter-

ing Paul McCartney,” Larkin 
says. colicchio later contrib-
uted his grandmother’s chicken 
soup recipe to the cookbook. 

The book features many sea-
food recipes but also great variety 
in such dishes as Black Thai, a 
vegetarian entrée; Grilled Sweet 
Jersey corn chowder; and choco 
avo Mousse, a combination of av-
ocado, carob and almond butter. 

Today, the Jersey shore 
is rebounding, but a full re-
covery could take years. 

“There are still families who 
are opening the doors of their 
houses for the first time—if they 
are lucky enough to have doors—
and dealing with the devasta-
tion,” Larkin told the Quarterly 
in June. That same month saw 
the re-opening of one of Larkin’s 
favorite places, Mueller’s Bakery, 
in Bay Head, which had been 
gutted by the storm. The own-
ers contributed their recipe 
for sour cream coffee cake. 

Larkin hopes her cookbook 
will do its modest part to help the 

relief effort while also nurturing pride in the 
area’s rich culinary heritage. “in the heart 
of shore lovers’ memories and traditions,” 
she says, “comes the strength to rebuild.” Q

—Hannah Benoit

The cookbook can be ordered on the authors’ 
blog, savoringtheshore.com.

Cheryl Pembridge Larkin ’73 and daughter Kate Kurelja show off Chef David 
Burke’s Grilled Salmon with Grilled Vegetables and Tomato Vinaigrette.
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Alums stage spicy theater fun

raunchy? Yes. campy? Yes. Fun? oh yeah.
That’s what Hidden Valley Ranch, a soap 

opera take off written by alum siblings Patricia 
and alfred Mckeever, offered audiences this 
fall in the Kresge Experimental Theatre.

it was the alums’ dramatic return to 
campus under the auspices of the Evelyn 
Danzig Haas ’39 Visiting Artists Program. 
The play they wrote featured a cast of 
18 Wheaton students, and was one of 
three college productions last semester 
that provided more than 40 students with 
the opportunity to perform on stage.

For Patricia and alfred, it was a return 
to Wheaton after more than a decade. 
after the pair graduated in 1997 and 
1999, respectively, they bid farewell to 
their nearby hometown of Mansfield, 
Mass., for a destination common among 
their fellow theater majors: Broadway.

Like many aspiring actors, the Mckeevers 
spent their days waiting in long lines to 
audition, and worked other jobs to pay 
the rent. over time they began look-

ing for other creative outlets, and, 
soon, they found one that tapped into 
their mutual taste for bawdy, fast-paced 
wisecracks: freelance comedy writing.

“We’ve always had it in our blood that 
we wanted to do something a little dif-
ferent, a little avant-garde,” Alfred said.

The siblings found work in New York’s 
eclectic late-night variety scene, penning 
jokes for drag queens like Shequida (from 
“America’s Got Talent”) and other perform-
ers. Before long they weren’t just writing 
the jokes—they were delivering them 
on stage. during one of their nightclub 
gigs, the Mckeevers dreamed up Hidden 
Valley Ranch, a naughty comedy about 
the inheritance battle in a dysfunctional 
family after the death of the father, who 
made a fortune selling salad dressing. 

“in this business what you really need 
to be is a shape shifter,” Patricia said, 

“because if you’re not getting work 
in one area you need to open up 
doors for yourself in other areas.”

Stephanie Burlington daniels ’97, chair 
of the department of Theatre Studies and 
dance, applauds the siblings for coming 
back to Wheaton to connect with students.

“We are always looking for ways and 
opportunities to expose our students to 
all kinds of theater-makers who can share 
information about the life they have made 
in professional theater,” Daniels said.

She hopes the experience will leave 
the students not only inspired but 
“also motivated to take ownership of 
their own work—not wait around for 
someone else to give them work.”

Patricia agrees: “it’s important to 
pass on to these students that you have 
to have your own voice as artists.”

one of the cast members, Erika 
Mccormack ’15, said bringing in guest 
directors to produce an original work 
“shakes things up” for the actors.

“Patty and Al are fresh and full of energy,” 
she said. “They are also comedic geniuses.”

There is also a bittersweet ele-
ment to the story of how Hidden 
Valley Ranch came to Wheaton.

The Mckeevers’ mother passed away 
suddenly last winter, and the siblings moved 
home to Mansfield to support their wid-
owed father. after they returned, Professor 
daniels reached out to alfred to offer con-
dolences, and eventually she suggested the 
duo bring their talents back to the college.

“it’s a little bit surreal, but it feels like 
coming home, honestly, especially in 
light of our mother’s passing,” Patricia 
said. “It feels very comforting.” Q

—Ted Nesi ’07

Siblings Patricia (’97) and Alfred (’99) McKeever

Alfred (’99) and Patricia (’97) McKeever with the cast 
of Hidden Valley Ranch

PHoToS BY JESSica kUSZaJ
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Diane C. Nordin ’80 elected to Fannie Mae 
board of directors

Fannie Mae recently 
announced that diane c. 
Nordin has been elected 
to the company’s board 
of directors.

Nordin, a seasoned 
asset management execu-
tive, will offer her exper-
tise to the board’s gov-
ernance of Fannie Mae, 
as the company works to 
create a safer, more trans-
parent, and sustainable 
housing finance system.

“Ms. Nordin brings to 
the board a deep and 
broad understanding of the global markets 
and excellent fixed income investment 
experience,” Philip Laskawy, board chair, 
stated in a press release. “Her experience 
coupled with her pragmatic approach will 
be valuable as we continue to strengthen 
the company and improve the housing fi-
nance system.”

Nordin most recently spent a year as a 
Fellow at the advanced Leadership initiative 
at Harvard University. Prior to this, she 
spent 20 years at Wellington Management 

company, LLP, a private 
asset management com-
pany, where she was 
a partner from 1995 to 
2011.

She served in many 
global leadership roles 
at Wellington, most no-
tably as head of fixed 
income, vice chair 
of the compensation 
committee and audit 
chair of the Wellington 
Management Trust 
company.

She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in biol-
ogy. She also participated in the Harvard 
Business School Leading Professional 
Service Firms program. Nordin currently 
serves as a trustee at Wheaton, where she 
is an audit committee member and chair 
of the investment committee. She is also 
a board member of the Vineyard Nursing 
association of Martha’s Vineyard, a direc-
tor of the appalachian Mountain club 
and a foundation board member of the 
Massachusetts college of art and design.

Guidelines
Upcoming Deadlines

Summer 2014:  March 10, 2014
Fall 2014:  June 23, 2014
Winter 2015:  Sept. 29, 2014
Spring 2015:  Jan. 5, 2015

These deadlines apply to class 
secretaries and their columns. 
Submissions from classmates should 
be made directly to class secretaries 
before these deadlines. 

We cannot guarantee the 
publication of class notes received 
after the deadline as production 
schedules and resources require 
strict deadline compliance.

Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints 
(made from a negative) or digital 
photos can be submitted to the 
Quarterly for publication. 

Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be 
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6 
inches or larger and 300 dpi. 
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG 
and email it as an attachment to 
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.

How to Submit Class Notes

Email: Email your notes to  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. 
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)

By fax: (508) 286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still 
welcome at our door. You may mail 
columns or your news to:

Class Notes 
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College 
Norton, MA 02766 

Questions? 
We are here to help tackle any 
questions, concerns or problems that 
come up as you work on your class 
notes. 

News about members of classes that 
are not listed or do not have a class 
secretary may be submitted to the 
Wheaton Quarterly, preferably by email.

CLASS NOTES

Stay connected to the latest 
Wheaton news
Join us on 

  Facebook.com/WheatonCollege 

and follow us on Twitter  

 @wheaton

Your gift. Your way.

Every life has stages.
Wheaton has a gift plan for every one. 
Planning for and protecting your future 
includes thoughtful gift planning throughout 
your life. During your later years, for 
example, you might consider establishing a 
charitable gift annuity that will benefit you 
or your loved ones in your lifetime, and then 
future generations of Wheaton students.

Find out more about how you can give for 
the future right now. Call the Office of Gift 
Planning at 508-286-3556.
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Continuing tradition of service 
with the DAR

April Butler Staley ’83 has been 
installed as the state regent for 
the connecticut daughters of the 
american revolution (dar), a 
service organization with more than 
175,000 members in approximately 
3,000 chapters worldwide.

The Hartford Courant in July 
wrote about her new position, 
describing her selection at the 
dar’s national convention held in 
Washington, d.c., last summer.

 Staley, who is assistant director 
in marketing at the Hartford 
Financial Services Group, joined 
the dar in 2002, recalling how 
much her mother and grandmother 
enjoyed being a part of the 
organization. “at that point, my 
career was on track and my son 
was older, so i could commit 
more time to volunteerism,” 
she said. “Today’s dar is a 
vibrant service organization that 
reflects goals that are important 
to me—historic preservation, 
education and patriotism.” 

as a state regent, she will 
promote these goals and 
will be a liaison between 
connecticut dar members 
and the national organization. 
currently, one of her main goals 
is overseeing renovations to 
the historic properties owned 
by the connecticut dar. 
     dar members are descended 
from the patriots who won 
american independence during 
the revolutionary War. Staley 
is eligible for dar membership 

because of her ancestor Benjamin 
Morton, who served in the colonial 
army during the revolutionary 
War. Though little is known about 
Morton’s service in the war, Staley 
says she is proud of her patriotic 
ancestor and believes genealogy is 
an important part of her identity. 

in addition to the dar, 
she is also a member of the 
Mayflower Society, and has 
traced her lineage back to 
Mayflower passenger richard 
Warren, a London merchant.

at Wheaton, Staley majored 
in psychology and has remained 
involved with the college, serving 
in the past as class secretary for 
the Class of 1983. She credits her 
Wheaton education for providing 
the foundation for her leadership 
in dar and in her career.

—Brian Jencunas ’14 

Stay 
Has your 
last name 
changed due 
to a change 
in marital 
status? 

Did you move 
recently? Do 
you have a 
new email 
address? 

We want to 
know. 

Please keep 
Wheaton 
updated with your latest 
information. 

Go to wheatoncollege.net. 
Once you are on the page, 
look for the link on the 
right-hand side that says 
“update my info.” Please 
note that in order to update 
your contact information, 
you will need to join/
register for the online 
community.

Too complicated? 

Email your updated 
information to alum@
wheatoncollege.edu.

connected



3 WHEATON QUARTERLY @wheatonWheatonCollege

Alumnae/i Leadership Conference 2013
The Alumnae/i Association Board and Alumnae/i 
Relations staff invited Wheaton volunteers to 
campus on Friday, Oct. 18, and Saturday, Oct. 19, 
2013, for the Alumnae/i Leadership Conference. 
During the weekend of events, workshops and 
career conversations with students, the association 
honored alums who have made significant 
contributions to their communities, their careers, 
or volunteer service to the college. Sandra Sable 
Gilpatrick ’95 and Georgene Botyos Herschbach 
’61 received Alumnae/i Achievement awards; 
Christopher Paquet ’03 received the Young 
Alumnae/i Achievement Award; and Susan Jenks 
Beard ’90, received the Heather J. Corbett ’86 
Faculty/Staff Unsung Hero Award.

aNdY HELLEr PHoToS

Dancing for joy
“For me, dance is not just physical or recreational, it’s spiritual. dance is a 
form of creative and cultural expression that gets my blood pumping and 
makes me feel alive,” says Shanita Gopie Liu ’07, who traces the source of 
that feeling right back to Wheaton. 

Liu, who was born and raised in 
Queens, N.Y., discovered her passion 
for dance at Wheaton, where she 
was co-director and choreographer 
of the multicultural dance group 
Trybe.

Since graduating, she has continued 
to dance. In September 2013, she per-
formed in the New York international 
Salsa congress, an annual dance and 
music festival, with her semiprofes-
sional salsa team, Lorenz Latin dance 
Studio’s Mambo Clasico. 

in her professional life, she was 
recently promoted to director of 
college programs at kiPP Through 
college New York city, which is part 
of a network of free college-prepa-
ratory schools created for students 
from underserved communities.  

Liu describes her career after 

Wheaton as a circuitous one. “i see it 
is as a crooked-straight path because 
i always knew i wanted to empower 
young people and find a way to in-
corporate dance into my life, but had 
to try a lot of different avenues to get 
to where i am today. The common 
thread was helping youth,” she says. 

after graduating from Wheaton as 
an English major, she spent a year 
teaching English and multicultural 
dance in Hong kong as a Fulbright 
Scholar. returning to New York 
city, she enrolled in the New York 
University Wagner School of Public 
Service and earned her M.P.a. in 
nonprofit management and policy 
in 2010, while teaching youth gym 
classes that incorporated music and 
art at Gymboree.  

A member of Wheaton Posse 4, 

Shanita Gopie Liu ’07 with dance partner Julius Lim.
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Liu worked for three years on the na-
tional development team at the Posse 
Foundation, an organization that 
encourages high school students to 
succeed in college by placing them in 
supportive, multicultural teams. She 
then transitioned to college advising 
and program management at kiPP. 

When did she make the time for 
dance? 

 “At first, I let go of that dream 
after graduation for fear of never 
having the time or resources to 
create and share my talents again. 
However, i took the plunge into 
salsa at the age of 24, and it re-
minded me that once you take a risk 
and start on the path that makes you 
happy, all kinds of support follows. 
i’ve even been able to integrate 
dance into my work with youth, 
teaching salsa to students dur-
ing end-of-semester stress-busting 
workshops.” 

Reflecting on the importance of 
dance during her college years, she 
sees that her experience with Trybe 
affected her in many ways. 

“Trybe was an outlet for me to 
tell my stories as a student of color 
and nurture the magical energy i felt 
when I performed,” says Liu, who 
is indo-Guyanese. “if it weren’t for 
Trybe, i might not have developed 
my thriving passion for dance, and 
my confidence, strong work ethic, 
and team-player attitude that i share 
today with my salsa team.”

—Elizabeth Meyer ’14 

Stay connected to the 
latest Wheaton news:
Join us on  Facebook.com/

WheatonCollege and follow us 

on Twitter  @wheaton

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
http://facebook.com/WheatonCollege
http://facebook.com/WheatonCollege
http://twitter.com/wheaton
http://twitter.com/wheaton
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It’s a hoot
By Trish Clark Ryan ’91 

I spent Saturday, Oct., 26, 2013, at 
the Wheaton alumnae/i Leadership 
conference, soaking in the gorgeous 
foliage (Wheaton is smart to have us 
return to campus in october rather 
than February), and connecting with 
new and old friends. i’d forgotten 
how good it feels to get together based 
on this one shared facet of our life experiences.

one of my favorite moments was in a social 
media workshop (i’m the social media chair for 
my class), where Molly Galler from the class 
of 2006 did a great job explaining 
Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin and 
WordPress to a group of older 
alums. The take-homes for me:

First, how Wheaton is a place I find 
mentors, even now. Each time i return, 
i’m reminded by other alums how part of 
being a Wheaton grad is having an ability 
to think, grow and expand your horizons. 
Not that graduates of other schools don’t 
have this, too—it’s just such a focus at 
Wheaton that after four years of immer-
sion, it’s sort of in you in a way most of 
us don’t shake, even after graduation. 

returning to campus stirs that back up 
in a way that’s really helpful. How often 
do you get to go to a place where people 
tell you both that you’re doing great where 
you are and that you can accomplish 
something bigger or new or other if you 
want to? That’s a powerful combination. 

i love how our older alums resist the 
temptation of, “oh, that’s for the younger 
folks. …” They’re willing to be beginners, 
ask questions, and try things. i suspect this 
is the work-around for midlife crises: staying 
engaged and interested, being willing to be 
the only one in the room who admits you 
don’t get it yet, but that you’re going to. i’m 

grateful for this annual reminder that as life 
keeps getting bigger, i can grow with it.

The second thing that made my day 
was this one alum— I think she’s in the 
Class of 1977—describing how a couple 
of hours earlier, she’d posted her first 
picture to her new Facebook page, and 
had already seen two or three friends 
respond online. “It’s just a hoot!” she said. 

At first I just giggled the way you some-
times do when someone uses an expres-
sion that’s no longer common. But then 
later that afternoon i thought about my 
own first experience years ago, figuring 
out how to get a picture to appear on my 
Facebook page, picking a funny cap-
tion, and then watching over the course 
of that day as friends from all over the 
country responded. it was a hoot!

once in a while (read: way more often), 
i need to step back from all these things 
that are now “normal” parts of our lives and 
marvel at them for a moment. it’s incredible, 
what we’ve learned and adapted to. and as 
much as naysayers love to prattle on about 

how awful screen time 
is and how online friendships can’t re-
place connecting in real life over coffee, i’m 
feeling the urge to celebrate what networks 
like Facebook and Twitter (not to mention 
my new obsession, Happier) make possible. 

Thanks to those, i’m connected with 
you all, and i enjoy more support, connec-
tion, camaraderie and friendship than any 
other time in my life. The likelihood that 
i’ll remember anyone’s birthday has gone 
up 100 percent (i’ve never been great with 
dates), and, over the course of a typical 
day, i get to interact and catch up with 
great people, and build relationships across 
a far wider slice of life than i could pull 
off via connecting in real life over cof-
fee, no matter how many miles i traveled 
(or how much caffeine i could hold). 

as a memoir writer, i love how 
we’re all building our stories online, 
one post at a time. it’s a hoot, and 
i’m grateful for the reminder. Q

Trish Clark Ryan ’91, who majored in politi-
cal science, has a law degree from Villanova 
University School of Law, and is an author and 
blogger. Her website is at trishryanauthor.com.
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trish-Ryan-Author/107573755946075
https://twitter.com/Trishryan
https://www.happier.com


Learn how you can give for the future right now. 
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or 
online at wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. 
My way.

Beverly “Bev” Decker Reed ’64
Retired vice president of resource development for Pathfinder International

Member of the board of WomensTrust, a nonprofit organization seeking to 
alleviate poverty in Ghana 

Reunion gift committee co-chair and 50th Reunion co-chair 

Married for 14 years to William Reed; mother of three; stepmother of two; 
grandmother of 13

“Each time I hear or sing the words from the ‘Wheaton Hymn’—’Yet early founders 
still are we’—I feel both gratitude and pride for my alma mater. And each time I visit 
the campus or read an article on the website, I am reminded of all the opportunities 
for growth and learning I was given, and students today are receiving. I feel part of a 
continuum that has shaped me as an individual and Wheaton as an institution. For 
many years, I have given my annual gift to the Wheaton Fund, yet always wished 
that I could do more—could contribute in a meaningful way to the continuum that 
is Wheaton. My husband and I decided that, in celebration of our 50th college 
reunions at our respective schools, we would make special gifts to express our 
gratitude for the colleges that made such a difference in our lives. By creating a 
charitable gift annuity, I am able to keep an income stream that I need now, and 
provide a larger gift than I dreamed possible, which will be part of the Wheaton 
endowment in perpetuity.”
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http://wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning


Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Support Wheaton

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 www.wheatoncollege.edu

Launch great  
life stories
Meg Ruley ’75
Literary agent, Jane Rotrosen Agency 

Member of the Friends of the Irvington Library (New York)

Wheaton Fund supporter

Navigates road to success. 
“I was drawn to books and writing from an early 

age, and had an idea I wanted to work in publishing. I 
majored in English at Wheaton, and through the then 
Career Planning Office, I got an internship at MIT working 
on a publication. I also relied on the Alumnae Office for 
lists of Wheaton graduates who worked in publishing to 
help me get started.”

Makes the right connections.
“My connection to Wheaton was strengthened by 

working at the college for two years after graduation, in both 
alumnae affairs and development. I enjoyed having the extra 
time on that beautiful campus; fundraising; getting to know 
the extended alumnae network; and working with faculty 
members, who were so generous in devising programs 
and undertaking travel. I also have a group of friends from 
my class that has endured over the past 35-plus years.”

Supports beginnings. 
“I support the Wheaton Fund because the college 

supported me with scholarships. Much like my first library 
card, the financial aid Wheaton extended made possible 
journeys to exotic realms for a teen bookworm who had 
hardly ever left Nantucket Island. When I return to Wheaton 
these days, I feel gratitude for that vote of confidence. I 
want to make sure others have the opportunities I have had 
because of my education.”
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