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BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

BETWEEN THE LINES

The Quarterly welcomes letters to the editor on topics you’ve read in these pages or 
on other topics concerning the Wheaton community. 
Email us: quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

Or send letters to: Sandy Coleman, editor, Wheaton Quarterly, Wheaton College , 26 E. Main St. , Norton, MA 02766

Rise and shine
You learn a lot when you have to get up at 3 a.m. 
to report to work by 4:30 a.m. One: It’s hard to find 
a fast-food place open that early in the morning to 
get that lifesaving cup of coffee (thank goodness for 
those golden arches). Two: It’s easy to order hash 
browns and not worry about the carb count when 
you order in the fog of sleepiness. 

This, of course, is information I could 
have lived without in exchange for more 
sleep. However, the early-morning wake-up 
was well worth it, considering the payoff: 
seeing the campus come to life in all of its 
shining glory with television cameras on-site 
to share it.

Fox 25 News Boston came to campus on 
September 26 (starting with a 4:30 a.m. set-
up) to do a live news program from 6 a.m. 
to 10 a.m. as part of the station’s “College 
Tour” series. The series showcases the best 
of what selected New England colleges have 
to offer. Staff, students and faculty spent the 
four hours on the campus green in front of 
cameras. The president was interviewed, 
various student groups performed, others 
showed off their scholarly interests, and the 
entire community provided Wheaton spirit. 
Some of us had way too much fun—and 
coffee. (See my photo.)

The logistics of making it all work required 
weeks of dedication by a small village of 
staff and faculty members from departments 
across the campus, and, of course, students 
willing to get up at an ungodly hour (some of 
them slept in the Dimple to get the limited-
edition Wheaton T-shirt offered as entice-
ment for the first 50 students on-site). Go 
online to see the result in videos document-
ing the morning: wheatoncollege.edu/news/
morning-news-comes-to-wheaton/.

Wheaton. What a great place. 

No wonder Professor Jay Goodman has 
been teaching here for 50 years. Check out 
the masterful profile, written by award-win-
ning journalist Ted Nesi ’07, on page 28. 

No wonder hundreds of alums, students, 
staff and faculty members were more than 
willing to spend weeks making sure the 
inauguration of Dennis M. Hanno was so 
special on October 17; story on page 4. 

And no wonder alums stay connected 
and continue to inspire students and under-
score the value of their liberal arts education 
through their career success and their willing-
ness to return to campus to share advice 
with the next generation; there are examples 
throughout this issue. (You’ll see writer 
Rachel Bowie’s name a few times. The Class 
of 2004 alumna attended a presentation on 
campus (page 24), where she met a student 
whom she helped get an internship at Good 
Housekeeping (page 9), and she wrote about 
Persephone Tan ’09, who is empowering ten-
ants in New York City, on page 34.)

Whew! Rise and shine, indeed. Q
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@PRESIDENTHANNO
BY DENNIS HANNO, PRESIDENT

Collaboration essential to future
Just before the holidays, I met in New York with a 
small group of recent Wheaton graduates, all of them 
dynamic, intelligent and impressive. Among them 
was Ryan Letada ’08, who exemplifies the incredible 
leadership ability of these young graduates. Ryan 
came to college with the intention of building his 
skills to be successful as a business leader. He did 
just that but discovered something more: a passion 
for social entrepreneurship.

As a senior, Ryan won a Fulbright Award to study 
the mass eviction and resettlement of poor urban 
communities in his family’s home country, the 
Philippines. Since then, he has founded several nonprofit 
organizations aimed at helping people in poverty build 
a better life, including his most recent venture, Next Day 
Better, which leverages the creative intellectual power 
of diaspora communities. Wheaton, he says, changed 
his life. And through Ryan, we will improve the lives of 
many thousands more.

Ryan is not the first person to share 
with me such a story about the influence 
of a Wheaton education. During my first 
100 days in office, I have been able to 
meet and get to know many alumnae/i. 
One theme has emerged consistently: a 
Wheaton education broadens perspectives 
on people and cultures and encourages 
new ways of thinking. Those with whom I 
have spoken say that their connection with 
Wheaton has been transformative, and 
that the relationships they developed with 
faculty and their peers are ties that will last 
a lifetime.

The sense of connection among members 
of our community shows in the support that 
alumnae/i provide to Wheaton and to cur-
rent students. Early this fall, for example, the 
Filene Center put out a call for volunteers 
to serve as career partners for our students 

by offering an informational interview, 
some mentoring, perhaps an internship or 
job opportunity. The response was great. 
More than 400 alumnae/i answered the 
call, which more than doubles the size of 
Wheaton’s career network. We also had a 
strong response to a request for alumnae/i 
and parent help in our admission efforts. 

The start of the new year will bring an 
opportunity for you to engage with me and 
the college in one of our most important 

initiatives in recent years. We will launch a 
strategic planning process that will involve 
the entire Wheaton community in envi-
sioning how we can build on the college’s 
strengths over the next five years as we build 
the Wheaton College of tomorrow. 

A good deal of work will take place on 
campus. Professor of Mathematics Tommy 
Ratliff will serve with me as co-chair of a 
task force that will be in charge of managing 
the process. That group will include faculty, 
staff, students and alumnae/i, and our goal 
will be to ensure that we engage every part 
of the college community.

Our intention is to work intensively 
throughout the spring semester, gathering in-
put through meetings on campus and feed-
back sessions for alumnae/i and parents in 
as many cities as we are able to visit in the 
first half of 2015. We also will use technol-
ogy, such as webcasts and online surveys, 
to make it easier for everyone to contribute 
to the conversation. Toward that end, I have 
also set up a special email address to reach 
the entire task force: strategic_plan@whea-
toncollege.edu. If you have suggestions or 
questions, please send them to that address. 

Wheaton College is a true treasure among 
liberal arts institutions. We know that our in-
novative programs and our student-centered 
experience change lives. I know that work-
ing together we can build an even stronger 
and more influential Wheaton College. The 
active involvement and contributions of 
alumnae/i, parents and friends are essential 
to making that happen. Q

We know that our innovative 

programs and our student-centered 

experience change lives. I know 

that working together we can 

build an even stronger and more 

influential Wheaton College.
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INAUGURATION

An invitation to change lives
President Hanno calls for action at inauguration

“Let there be no doubt in anybody’s 
mind: The world needs Wheaton 
College,” President Dennis M. Hanno 
told a packed audience of stu-
dents, faculty, graduates, staff, fam-
ily members and guests during his 
inauguration as Wheaton’s eighth 
president on Friday, October 17.

The college’s liberal arts mission of 
preparing leaders to solve problems 
using multiple perspectives provides 
the perfect foundation for taking on the 
challenges facing the world, he said during 
his inaugural address, titled “Accelerating 
Wheaton’s Impact on the World.”

“A liberal arts education teaches us 
always to be looking for new solutions and 
opportunities, to explore these from multiple 
perspectives, to learn by taking action, 

and to consider the human element in the 
choices being made,” he said, pointing out 
that the goal is to realize our full potential.

“Each and every day, I challenge myself 
to think about how I can change lives. 
That’s why I chose to pursue a career in 
higher education,” said Hanno. “Now, I 
challenge everyone here to think about 
the role that you can play in building a 
Wheaton that changes even more lives and 
strengthens even more communities.”

Standing at the podium in Cole 
Memorial Chapel, the president issued 
an invitation to the 20,000-plus strong 
Wheaton community to commit to 
spending at least 15 hours involved in 
service during the next year, as part of 
the theme for his inauguration, “Changing 
Lives, Strengthening Community.”

“If every member of our community 
participates, that will be over 300,000 
hours of service. We will definitely shape 
communities with these efforts, but prob-
ably none more than our own,” he said. 
“When we serve others, we develop a 
greater appreciation for what we have, 
we come together with shared purpose 
and strengthen the bonds between us, 
and we grow and develop from what 
we learn through our actions. When we 
give of ourselves, I have always believed 

The president’s family (left), including his wife, 
Susan, son Ted and daughter Emily, and his sib-
lings, watched from the front of the chapel.

Photos, video
Go online to see more photos and watch the video 
of the event at wheatoncollege.edu/inauguration.

kEITH NORDSTROM

NICkI PARDO

http://wheatoncollege.edu/inauguration/
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that we become even richer through the 
many ways we are positively changed.”

At Wheaton, service is defined broadly 
and includes research and scholarship, 
social entrepreneurial projects, and volun-
teer work with community organizations 
on a local, national or global level—any 
engagement aimed at improving the world.

President Hanno also revealed a plan 
to create a center for social innovation 

at Wheaton “that would bring students, 
faculty, staff and alumnae/i together to 
provide the support and guidance needed 
to see more ideas flourish, come to fruition 
more quickly, and have greater impact.”

Hanno has been committed to service 
throughout an academic career that has 
included a focus on developing global 

study and service programs as a part of his 
championing the study of the liberal arts.

Several people representing vari-
ous aspects of Hanno’s current and past 
life presented greetings, including the 
chair of the Norton board of selectmen; 
Alumnae/i Association president Jane 
Martin ’74; Wheaton professor Nancy 
Kendrick; Student Government Association 
president John Paul Carando ’15; the 
president emeritus of Babson College; and 
U.S. Senator Joe Donnelly (D-Indiana), 
Hanno’s college roommate when they 
attended the University of Notre Dame.

“I want to tell the entire Wheaton com-
munity, you’ve got an all-star here and he’s 

Make a commitment 
President Dennis M. Hanno is encouraging all in the Wheaton College community to com-
mit to spending at least 15 hours during the next year involved in service that “changes 
lives and strengthens communities,” the theme of his inauguration. We want to know how 
you are involved in changing lives and strengthening communities through service, research, 
social entrepreneurship and other ways. Go online to tell us and send us a photo. We may share your story 
online. Visit wheatoncollege.edu/sssr and click on the Wheaton Cares logo. 

The president’s former college roommate Senator 
Joe Donnelly (left) presented greetings. Keynote 
speaker Deogratias “Deo” Niyizonkiza, founder of 
Village Health Works, a community-driven health 
development organization in Kigutu, Burundi, was 
presented with the 2014 Otis Social Justice Award 
later in the day. Go online to read the full story about 
Niyizonkiza at wheatoncollege.edu/inauguration.

The inaugural ceremony attended by several hundred 
people began with a processional (left) of officials robed 
in academic regalia. More than 40 alumnae/i and stu-
dents holding class banners lined their path. 
Student Government Association president John Paul 
Carando ’15, below, presented greetings and a sur-
prise gift—a T-shirt for Wheaton’s eighth president. 
Performances by students were a highlight of the event.

NICkI PARDO

NICkI PARDONICkI PARDO

kEITH NORDSTROMNICkI PARDO
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A notable occasion
Professor composes music for inauguration

A special day calls for special music. 
So, Wheaton College Assistant Professor 
of Music Delvyn Case composed 
“Inaugural Fanfare” for the inaugura-
tion of President Dennis Hanno.

Case describes the piece as “a 
short fanfare for trumpet and or-
gan, intended to herald the begin-
ning of a new era in Wheaton’s his-
tory with enthusiasm and hope.”

“For over a millennium, composers 
have been writing pieces for institu-
tions to celebrate major events. As the 
composer on Wheaton’s faculty, I wrote 
a piece for the dedication ceremony 
of the Mars Center for Science and 
Technology in 2011, and since that 
project was so well received, I offered to 
write a piece for the inauguration,” said 
Case, who is also the music director of 
the Great Woods Chamber Orchestra.

“Inaugural Fanfare” was written to 
be performed by Assistant Professor of 
Music William MacPherson (organ) and 
Boston-based trumpeter Steve Emery. 
The piece also was composed spe-
cifically for the organ in Cole Memorial 
Chapel. It calls for the stops (the sounds 
and pipes) that are unique to that organ.

“Wheaton will always be central 
to the artistic choices I made in the 
piece,” Case said. “I tried to make 
the piece sound regal, but not over-
blown and pompous; that wouldn’t 
seem to fit President Hanno at all. It 
is marked: ‘Graceful and confident. 
Poised and unhurried,’ which I think 
reflects Wheaton’s identity as well.” Q

kEITH NORDSTROM

Boston-based trumpeter Steve Emery

Professor William MacPherson plays the organ as Professor Delvyn Case directs.

going to do an amazing job,” said Donnelly, 
pointing out Hanno’s love of students and 
education. “I also bring greetings from the 
larger nation as a whole … because here’s 
what we know: We have challenges, but 
we’re going to get through them. We have 
a lot of things we have to work on, and 
a lot of the solutions are going to come 
from you because you are the leaders 
of the future. You are the leaders of our 
country in the days ahead, and you are the 
stewards of our leaders. And so from all 
of us, we want to thank you for challeng-
ing them, for making them think and for 
making them have this world be a better 
place. And I will tell you I can think of no 
better leader, and no better person, to help 
create that vision and that goal than my 
lifelong friend, President Dennis Hanno.”

In closing, Hanno focused attention 
on the future: “It’s time to turn the page 
and to begin writing the next chapter in 
the long and storied history of this amaz-
ing institution. ... I am incredibly excited 
about what lies ahead for this special place, 
but I need you. It’s up to all of us to write 
the future of Wheaton College.” Q

—Sandy Coleman

NICkI PARDO

kEITH NORDSTROM

Lauren Grocott ’17 (above )performed a Johann 
Sebastian Bach sonata; Kayla Allen ’15 (below) sang 
the Wheaton hymn and anthem.
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A work of heart
Professor emeritus, brother create ceremonial pieces 

For the past two years, Professor of Psychology 
Emeritus David Wulff has been engaged in 
a project of the heart. With the help of his 
brother, Bernard—an architect, artist and 
woodworker—Wulff designed and created two 
ceremonial maces, symbols of authority used 
worldwide in formal processions at colleges and 
universities and on parliamentary occasions.

“They are my parting gift to Wheaton,” 
says Wulff, who retired in 2012 after 43 
years at the college. The maces were used 
for the first time at the inauguration.

It was at his last Convocation that Wulff 
had an epiphany. Filling in as marshal for 
the ceremony, he carried a small, unas-
suming white baton. “I started thinking that 
Wheaton really needed a proper ceremo-
nial mace, the ornamental descendant of 
the armor-piercing weapons once used 
to protect reigning monarchs,” he says.

Wulff wanted something worthy of 
the college he holds so dear. “Too many 
maces look like bedposts,” he says. After 
researching maces at other institutions, 
the brothers came up with the idea of a 
gyroscope to hold the college seal atop the 
mace. Guided by a picture of an antique 
gyroscope, Wulff created a prototype 
“constructed of embroidery hoops, gold 
paint, and a paper seal” that he presented 
to head administrators at Wheaton.

After receiving an enthusiastic thumbs-
up, Wulff gathered materials and engaged 
the services of a dozen local crafts-
men—including a machinist, a polisher, 
an engraver and a gold-plating special-
ist—to make his conception a reality.

The finished product is stunning. The 
gyroscope, which contains the college seal 
at its center, is designed so the seal remains 
upright no matter the mace’s positioning. 
The staff bears five gold rings engraved 
with significant dates in Wheaton’s his-
tory and a line from the college anthem, 
“Risking the storm while charting anew.”

Not wanting to leave the second marshal 
empty-handed, Wulff designed a second-
ary mace featuring a peacock he found, of 

all places, on eBay just weeks before the 
inauguration. Hand carved from kadam 
wood in the jali style of northern India, 
the peacock echoes the weathervane 
on Cole Memorial Chapel’s spire. Both 
maces are mounted on black walnut staffs, 
turned on a lathe by Wulff’s brother.

The maces are imbued with symbolic 
meaning. “The peacock signifies rebirth, 
immortality and auspicious events yet to 
unfold,” says Wulff. “The gyroscope is 
intended to suggest the steady life orienta-
tion that a liberal arts education provides.” 
And the rotating gimbals refer to Wheaton’s 
emphasis on global engagement. Depending 
on the occasion, one of three finials tops 
the primary mace—a pineapple (a sign 
of welcome), a laurel wreath (attainment) 
and a tree (growth, endurance and fruitful-
ness). An acorn on the foot of the mace 
signifies potential, strength and renewal.

Wulff is “extraordinarily pleased with how 
well all the elements turned out,” and he 
found the process—especially collaborat-
ing with his brother—to be a lot of fun.

“I feel very good about leaving 
[the maces] as a tangible legacy 
to Wheaton,” he says. Q

—Mary Howard ’85

Professor Emeritus David Wulff stands with maces 
in Cole Memorial Chapel before inauguration.

kEITH NORDSTROM

NICkI PARDO

NICkI PARDO

kEITH NORDSTROM

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu


AROUND THE DIMPLE 

First internship, lasting lessons
This summer, Brandon Williams ’16 
had his first internship. Not only 
did he gain valuable experience, 
he also learned lessons about what 
it means to be a researcher. 

Williams, a biochemistry major 
and Community Merit Scholar, spent 
three months working as a research 
assistant at the University of New 
England in Biddeford, Maine, under 
the direction of Amy Deveau, an as-
sociate professor of chemistry at the 
university, and kristin Burkholder, 
an assistant professor of biology.

The team’s research is centered on 
two types of sea lettuce that are com-
mon along the Maine coast. The pri-
mary focus of the research involves 
looking into the antimicrobial effects 
of sea lettuce extracts upon sev-
eral clinically relevant pathogens; many 
types of seaweeds have been shown 
to exhibit antimicrobial activity. 

 “The significance of this is that with 
further research, the extracts from 
various types of seaweeds may poten-
tially serve an important role in disease 
prevention and treatment in the future,” 
said Williams, who plans to go to medical 
school after graduating from Wheaton. 

 Looking back over the summer, he 
notes that the most enjoyable part of the 
internship was also the most challenging.

“There was an expectation of indepen-
dence. I was often left to make decisions on 
my own, or with my collaborators,” he said. 
“This was extremely rewarding, because 
I was allowed to utilize leadership and 
decision-making skills that have been such 
a crucial part of my education. It also was 

really satisfying to have such a marked level 
of trust instilled in me, especially consider-
ing the fact that this research will likely be 
published within the next couple of years.”

His coursework and labs at Wheaton 
have helped him build trust in his 
abilities as a researcher and helped him 
realize that failure is part of the process 
of learning. Both aspects were critical 
to his success during his internship.

“I felt as though there was a lot at stake. 
The last thing I wanted to do was to make 
the wrong decision and have it affect my 
colleagues,” he said. “I will be the first to 
admit that I’m a perfectionist, and although 

failure is an inherent part of science, it 
was difficult to grasp the fact that ev-
erything might not go smoothly. There 
was a lot of troubleshooting involved 
in the research, and this benefited me 
by forcing me to both accept that and 
to adjust my expectations of myself.

   “My coursework prepared me 
for this opportunity by providing 
me with sufficient biological and 
chemical knowledge to understand 
a number of the underlying concepts 
and mechanisms involved in the 
procedures that we carried out.” 

When Williams began at Wheaton, 
he had not yet decided upon a specific 
major, but he knew that he wanted 
something science related. His course-
work helped him pinpoint his interest 
in biochemistry, and the internship 
has contributed to his skill set.
“The research that I did this summer 

involved a great deal of collaboration be-
tween individuals with diverse personali-
ties. Working in such an environment in-

volved adjustments and compromise for ev-
eryone at times,” said Williams. “As a whole, 
I feel that this experience has strengthened 
my ability to work well with others, which is 
a crucial and necessary aspect of medicine.”

He credits the Filene Center for support-
ing him with information and resources, 
and plans to return to Maine during his 
winter and summer breaks to finish the 
research and to collaborate on writ-
ing a manuscript about the work. Q

—Sandy Coleman

8 WHEATON QUARTERLY @wheatonWheatonCollege

Brandon Williams ’16 works on the extraction process in the 
lab at the University of New England. Below, he harvests sea 
lettuce on a beach at the southern tip of Biddeford Pool in 
Maine.
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Preparation, 
connection 
lead to Good 
Housekeeping 
internship
There is plenty to be said for being in the 
right place at the right time—and then being 
prepared when those two things occur. 
Abigail Matses ’15 didn’t leave any of this 
to chance last spring when she attended 
the Liberal Education And Professional 
Success (LEAPS) event sponsored by the 
Wheaton Institute for the Interdisciplinary 
Humanities (WIIH). Consequently, she 
landed an editorial internship at Good 
Housekeeping in New York City.

She listened when her advisor and WIIH 
co-founder Professor Touba Ghadessi 
recommended that she pay close attention 
to the alum speakers discussing their careers 
at the LEAPS event. Matses saw that one of 
the presenters would be Rachel Bowie ’04, 
associate editor of digital editions at Good 
Housekeeping. So she did her homework.

“I spent the night researching her and 
the magazine so that I could speak with 
her after the event. It seemed too good 
to be true,” said Matses, who is double 
majoring in art history and studio art with 
a concentration in graphic design. “When 
the presentation finished, I found Professor 
Ghadessi and told her that I was pretty 
sure Rachel Bowie had my dream job. 
She whisked across the room and brought 
Rachel back with her to talk to me. Rachel 
ended up passing my résumé along and 
writing me a great recommendation. 
I will be forever grateful for that.”

Matses, a Trustee Scholar, interned at 
Good Housekeeping in the home editorial 
department last summer. Her work included 
curating blog posts from the online home 
décor community, shadowing staff members 
on set for the magazine’s October cover 
shoot, attending press events and looking 
for new items that the magazine team 
might consider featuring in upcoming 
issues. She also pitched ideas for online 
content, including the piece she wrote on 

how to style a coffee table, which was 
featured on goodhousekeeping.com.

“What I loved best about the internship 
was that I found the perfect balance 
between learning and play. I’ve known 
my whole life that I have a knack for style, 
and this was a fabulous opportunity to 
showcase it,” said Matses, whose personal 
style caught the eye of a writer and landed 
her in the “Looks of Summer” photo spread 
in the New York Times Fashion & Style 
section last July. (No dress-down-Fridays 
for her: The day she was spotted, her 
office attire was a full, hot pink midi skirt 
paired with glittery pointed-toe flats.)

“I also enjoyed being in an environment 
with such ambitious people. Everyone 
was always at the top of their game and 
it drove me to be better,” she said.

Bowie noted that Matses’s preparation and 
professionalism stood out when they met.

“Looking back to our initial conversation, 
I just remember her enthusiasm and 
clear interest in a magazine internship. 
She impressed me right off the bat.”

On campus, Matses, a classically 

trained singer, is a member of the chorale 
and ARTHive, and the media director 
at Emerson Feminist Perspective House. 
Her love of art history comes from her 
mother, Robin Hannon Matses ’88. 

Matses credits Wheaton with preparing 
her well for internship experiences, 
including previous ones at the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, 
learning museum operations, and at 
Northshore magazine in Andover, 
Mass., doing graphic design work. 

“Also, my experience with the WIIH has 
taught me to always be one step ahead. 
Interning at Good Housekeeping has 
underscored all aspects of professionalism 
I learned in WIIH classes and events.

“My internship will be instrumental 
in my finding a job right out of college, 
through the relationships that I’ve built. 
Networking is essential in the media 
industry, and something that differentiates 
you from other job applicants and 
helps you stand out,” she said. Q

—Sandy Coleman
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Rachel Bowie ’04 with Abigail Matses ’15 at Good Housekeeping in New York City
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A minute with…Elise Waelder ’16 
Elise Waelder, who is majoring in studio art 
with a minor in psychology and is captain 
of the Wheaton women’s volleyball team, 
spent part of the summer in Ostional, 
Costa Rica. She volunteered at a turtle 
conservation refuge through International 
Volunteer Headquarters. Watching out: 
“The beach in Ostional is one of the main 
beaches in the world where the Olive Ridley 
turtles go to lay their eggs. While I was 
there, I was assigned either an 8 p.m. to 12 
a.m. shift or a 12 a.m. to 4 a.m. shift to do 
beach patrols to tag, count the eggs and 
measure the turtles laying their eggs. We 
would also keep an eye out for poachers 
and alert the authorities if we found any.” 
Taking care: “The reason the shifts were 
so late is because the turtles only come out 
to the beaches at night. Along with beach 
patrols, we did beach cleanups during the 
day to clear rocks and driftwood from the 
sand so the turtles had lots of room to lay 
eggs. We also did maintenance work around 
the station and beach area, like repainting 
markers on the beach and cleaning the 
station.” Finding a way: “The reason I 
was able to go on this trip was because 
of the $3,000 stipend Wheaton granted 
me. Without this money I would not have 
been able to afford to go and I probably 
would have never looked into volunteering 

abroad.” Gaining wisdom: “This experience 
has made me a better student-athlete 
because it forced me to learn to work with 
lots of different personality types and to be 
a real team player. Also, before I decided I 
wanted to go to Costa Rica, I thought about 
doing an internship or volunteering in the 
field of art, but I believe that people need 
to experience a variety of things outside of 

their comfort zone and break away from 
what they usually do. By doing this, people 
gain different perspectives and opinions 
on things and become more well rounded. 
After I graduate I will be surrounded by art 
for the rest of my life, so I decided this was 
a perfect opportunity to break away from 
that and experience something different.” Q

—Shawn Medeiros

http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/wvball/2014-15/bios/waelder_elise
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Peering into deep space
Mars, NASA grants support student-faculty study of black holes

Mysterious and impossibly distant, neu-
tron stars and black holes may hold the 
key to better understanding the physics 
of the universe. John Scarpaci ’17 and 
Ryan Dill ’15 spent the summer peer-
ing into this puzzling environment under 
the guidance of Assistant Professor of 
Physics and Astronomy Dipankar Maitra.

After receiving Wheaton’s Mars Faculty/
Student Research Grant, Maitra applied 
to the NASA/Rhode Island Space Grant 
Consortium for matching funds. The 
two grants provided a faculty stipend, 
stipends for two students, and research 
funds that were used to purchase a com-
puter for data modeling and storage.

Sitting out in space—at least 5,000 or 
so light years away from Earth—neutron 
stars and black holes don’t reveal much by 
themselves. Black holes in particular don’t 
emit light, so for researchers to study the 
environments around them, these entities 
must be seen reacting with objects near 
them. A common scenario that can be stud-
ied occurs in a binary, or two-star, system.

“Here, one star was more massive than 
its companion and went through its life 

cycle more quickly and ended up as a black 
hole or neutron star,” said Maitra. “All stars 
as they age tend to get bigger in size, and 
eventually, as the second one gets bigger, 
the very outer parts of that star can come 
into the gravitational sphere of influence of 
the first star. Then matter spirals from the 
second star to the black hole or the neutron 
star, forming what is called an accretion 
disk, and finally falls onto the neutron star 
or black hole. As the accreted matter spirals 
in, it gets hotter and hotter and moves 
very fast. Very close to the black hole or 
neutron star things move with speeds very 
close to the speed of light, and collisions 
between the particles make them so hot 
that they’re essentially emitting X-rays.”

With the use of space telescopes on vari-
ous satellites, researchers can analyze wave-
lengths emitted from these accretion disks.

Scarpaci, a physics major who is pursuing 
minors in astronomy, math and philosophy, 
analyzed several years of X-ray and optical 
data collected from an accreting neutron star 
X-ray binary system called Aquila X-1, build-
ing upon earlier work by Sean Weinstein ’17. 

“Problem solving was a constant task all 

summer,” said Scarpaci, who wants to pur-
sue astronomy research in graduate school 
and beyond. “Whether it was actually work-
ing with the data, determining optical bright-
ness or just plotting the data to see how they 
correlate with one another, there was always 
something that had to be sorted out before 
I could get my much-anticipated results.”

Dill, a physics major with a special 
interest in astrophysics, followed up on 
preliminary work completed earlier in 
the year by Allegra Kurtz-Rossi ’15. Using 
data recorded by NASA’s Swift satellite, he 
analyzed the environment around a newly 
discovered X-ray binary system, fitting 
data into established computer models.

“The best part of the project to me is the 
sense of accomplishment from getting good 
results. I’ve written up a few scripts that 
were necessary in the process of plotting the 
results of the data fits, and seeing them work 
properly after the work I put into them is sat-
isfying, especially since I’d had very little ex-
perience with scripting going in,” he said. Q 

— Becca Manning
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Wheaton professor 
Dipankar Maitra, 
right, with students 
Ryan Dill ’15 
(middle) and John 
Scarpaci ’17 on the 
roof of the Mars 
Center for Science 
and Technology

kEITH NORDSTROM
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Major change
Class of 2014 first to graduate with new education title

Last spring, members of the Class of 2014 
received their hard-earned degrees as students do 
every year, but with one major change. Thirteen 
graduates who earlier in the year had been 
education minors were able to leave Wheaton 
with an education major to their name.

Approved at an April faculty 
meeting, the program change didn’t 
come with new coursework or ad-
ditional requirements, but rather 
recognized the serious effort required 
to complete the course of study.

“We’ve been playing with this 
idea for years, but what really 
decided it for us was when we met 
with our psychology colleagues 
and they strongly urged us to do it 
for a number of reasons, including 
long-term growth of the department 
and faculty/student perceptions,” 
said Professor Mary Lee Griffin, 
chair of the Education Department.

Education minors often end up 
completing more coursework as they 
move toward licensure than other 
students do for their majors, Griffin 
said, and the change recognizes 
that work. The new majors that are of-
fered mirror the previously offered minors 
in early childhood education, elementary 
education and secondary education.

“Many of our like institutions are going this 
route, and we just felt it was time,” Griffin 
said. “We’re pleased to be able to honor 
the work that our education students do.”

Though it requires a certain amount of 
coursework, the education major is not a 
stand-alone major; students who choose it 
must also select a second area of study—for 
example, biology, English or mathematics.

“We feel it’s important for educa-
tion students to major in another sub-
ject so they have depth of knowledge 
in an area of interest and importance 

to them, knowledge they bring to their 
lives as educators,” Griffin said.

The requirement is especially relevant to 
students who want to teach at the second-
ary level.

“The state of Massachusetts requires sec-
ondary licensure candidates to major in the 
subject that they plan to teach,” Associate 
Professor of Education Scott Gelber said. 
“But I would advocate for maintaining 
this policy at Wheaton even if it were not 
a state requirement. It is important for 

students to have subject matter expertise 
in addition to pedagogical expertise.”

The five-course education minor is still 
an option for Wheaton students, one that 
might appeal to those interested in studying 
education topics without plans to become 
a teacher or individuals interested more in 
education policy than practice, Griffin said.

Though the major is new, its ab-
sence didn’t deter Shoshana kruskal ’14 

from choosing to study educa-
tion at Wheaton four years ago.

“The wonderful thing about the edu-
cation program at Wheaton is that it is 
truly a professional program, something 
that is so rare at a liberal arts school,” 
kruskal said. “In the program, we not 
only got our degree in education but 
also took classes that prepared us to 
pass the MTELs (the Massachusetts 
Tests for Educator Licensure) and had 
the opportunity to student-teach full 
time, allowing us to graduate with 
our teaching licenses. The intensity 
of the program and the emphasis on 
practical experience, through field-
work in the classroom throughout 
the four years, really makes me feel 
prepared for a career as an educator.”

For kruskal, the switch from 
minor to major didn’t change the 

amount of hard work she had put into the 
program. But she does see the benefits.

“When asked what my major is, I used to tell 
people, ‘I study psychology and early child-
hood education,’ because calling education my 
minor just didn’t capture all that I have done 
during my studies of education. Now, it is so 
nice to be able to say that I double majored, 
without a long-winded explanation of the intri-
cacies of the way our program works,” she said.

kruskal also supports the decision to re-
quire a second major along with education.

“Not only is this in keeping with the 
liberal arts philosophy, but I also found it 
very helpful as a teacher to have depth of 
knowledge in another area,” she said. Q

—Becca Manning

The first class to graduate from Wheaton with a 
secondary education major includes: (back row, left 
to right) Matthew Bond ’14, Zachary D’Orsi ’14, Carter 
Milliken ’14; (front row) Megan Bobola ’14, Allison 
Baker ’14, Breanna Lynch ’14 and Abigail Glennon ’14.
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Teaching exchange
Partnership expands between Wheaton, Brown University

For the past decade, doctoral students at Brown University 
have been learning how to succeed on the other side of 
the desk by teaching courses at Wheaton College. This 
year, more Brown students from a wider array of disciplines 
are getting that chance with the expansion of the Brown-
Wheaton Teaching Fellowship program.

“We typically have two fellows each 
year and this year decided to expand 
the program,” said Gail Sahar, program 
coordinator and associate provost at 
Wheaton. “In the past, we hadn’t had 
many students in the sciences; it tended 
more toward the humanities and the 
social sciences. So this year we’re really 
happy to have two students teaching 
in the physical sciences as well.”

The teaching fellowship got its 
start in 2004, building off an already 
strong relationship between the two 
schools—for years, Wheaton students 
have been able to cross-register for 
courses at Brown in subjects not 
covered by the Wheaton curriculum.

This fall, three Ph.D. candidates are 
teaching here: Marius Draeger, from 
Braunschweig, Germany, is leading students 
in “Organic Chemistry II”; Rebecca Mason, 
from Westfield, N.J., is teaching “Principles 
of Programming Language”; and Steven 
Swarbrick, from San Jose, Calif., is bringing 
to campus a self-designed course for juniors 
and seniors titled “Green Shakespeare,” 
which combines early modern literary 
studies with environmental studies.

A fourth fellow, Laura Perille of Denver, 
Colo., will lead a history course in the 
spring titled “Cross-Cultural Interactions 
in the Early Modern World.”

For Perille, the Brown-Wheaton Teaching 
Fellowship offers an opportunity to develop 
the skills needed for a possible future career 
as a college faculty member or administrator.

“As a graduate of Colby College, I 
recognize the great value of a small 
liberal arts education and appreciate the 

ways in which its emphasis on critical 
thinking, interdisciplinary perspectives 
and creativity enhances students’ learning 
experience,” Perille said. “I look forward to 
working with a community of colleagues 
with whom I might share my research, 
benefit from their perspectives and 
gain insight into their own projects.”

Draeger, who earned his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from Braunschweig 
University of Technology—a public university 
in Germany with about 17,000 students—
said he wanted the experience of teaching 
in an environment such as Wheaton’s.

“Besides the experience of teaching a 
complete class on my own,” he said, “I also 
hope to become a better teacher and gain 
more insight into life at a liberal arts college.”

Along with being at the front of a 
classroom, the teaching fellows benefit from 
the advice and support of Wheaton faculty.

“The fellowship gives them the experience 
of finding out what it’s like to be in this 
kind of community,” Sahar said. “They get 

a mentor here at Wheaton who helps them 
develop a syllabus, comes and observes 
their classes, and checks in with them to 
give them advice as the semester goes on.”

The relationship also benefits 
Wheaton, allowing departments to 
offer more courses and providing 
students with a different perspective.

“The Brown students rave about the 
experience they have 
here, and they typically 
get great course 
evaluations, so our 
students love them,” 
Sahar said. “It’s really a 
win-win relationship.”

Rebecca Shin ’17 
took two courses 
taught by Brown 
Fellows last fall, a 
philosophy course, 
“The Nature and 
Limits of knowledge,” 
and a religion course, 
“Demons, Melancholy 
and Madness.” 
She appreciated 
the instructors’ 
efforts both in the classroom and after 
class, when they mentored her on 
how to become a better writer. 

“Overall, I love the idea of having 
Ph.D. students from Brown coming to 
teach at Wheaton,” she said. “There 
is this special bond as these students 
grow into their teaching and how the 
students at Wheaton grow in a not-so-
traditional learning environment. It’s a 
mutual, symbiotic relationship.” Q

—Becca Manning

“Besides the 

experience 

of teaching a 

complete class 

on my own, I 

also hope to 

become a better 

teacher and gain 

more insight into 

life at a liberal 

arts college.”

Marius Draeger, 
Brown University Ph.D. 

candidate
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Combating 
violence 
against women
The epidemic of sexual violence on 
America’s college campuses has garnered 
growing attention in recent years: President 
Obama has described the problem as 
“both deeply troubling and a call to ac-
tion,” citing federal data that show roughly 
one in five women will experience sexual 
assault during their undergraduate years.

M. Gabriela Torres, associate professor of 
anthropology at Wheaton, said one reason 
sexual violence is such an important issue 
for colleges to address is because there is 
a high incidence of rape for women aged 
18–24. “Women are particularly suscep-
tible to being raped in this age group in the 
United States, regardless of whether they are 
enrolled in college. However, colleges, be-
cause they enroll women in this risk group, 
may be particularly effective 
in working to reduce the 
incidence of sexual assault.”

The Wheaton commu-
nity’s strong commitment 
to address sexual assault 
and how the college deals 
with it has been ongoing for 
more than 30 years, includ-
ing trainings for staff and 
resident advisors, continual 
review and updates of related 
policies, and the presenta-
tion of the biennial symposium on Violence 
Against Women that was begun in 1983.

The most recent campus-wide push 
involves a three-year, $300,000 grant 
the college won in 2012 from the U.S. 
Department of Justice to develop program-
ming that addresses sexual violence.

As part of the grant, Professor of English 
Charlotte Meehan proposed teaching a 
course to devise a play that would explore 
the reality of students’ sexual experiences on 
campus. The idea, she said, was to do so “in 
a way that would include primarily students’ 
voices, and that all points of view should 
be represented, while exploring distinctions 

between miscom-
munication, mutual 
mistakes and abuse.”

The result is What 
Happens When, a 
35-minute series 
of vignettes that 
had a classroom 
reading last March 
in the “Violence 
Against Women” 
course jointly taught 

by Torres and Professor of Sociology 
kersti Yllo, who are serving as social 
science consultants on the project. 

Meehan is expanding What Happens 
When into a full 75-minute produc-
tion, which will premiere on Wheaton’s 
main stage in the spring of 2015, under 
the direction of Associate Professor of 
Theatre Stephanie Burlington Daniels.

“This project is Wheaton cross-disciplin-
ary collaboration at its best,” Yllo said.

Meehan taught the course that developed 
What Happens When, called “Devising 
Theatre for Social Change,” during the 
spring of 2013, accepting just nine stu-

dents through an interview process.
Galina Smith ’16, who took the half-

credit course, described it as cathartic. “It 
was a lot of role-play—laughing, joking 
around, swearing, improvising,” she said. 
“Sometimes we’d bring a friend to class and 
keep things lighthearted, and sometimes 
things got very dark and hard to deal with.” 

The title What Happens When was 
Meehan’s idea. “I wanted to leave every 
option open as to what kind of ‘incident’ 
might be addressed in the play,” she said. 
“There is such a wide variety of experiences, 
so the title attempts to capture the aftermath 
of a big event—whether negative or not.”

Torres said the four professors want 
What Happens When to be differ-
ent from other plays about sexual as-
sault, which she said are too often “ei-
ther horror stories or morality tales.” 

One way they hope to accomplish that 
is by focusing on the question of consent—
how it’s given and how it’s understood by 
both sides in a relationship or situation.

The professors hope that What Happens 
When will resonate far beyond Wheaton 
College. Once the full play is finished, 
they plan to offer it to other colleges and 
universities around the country that are 
also looking for new ways to address sexual 
violence on their own campuses. Q

—Ted Nesi ’07

Pictured left to right: Professors M. Gabriela Torres, 
Stephanie Burlington Daniels, Kersti Yllo and Charlotte 
Meehan on stage in Weber Theatre, where Meehan’s 
play What Happens When is scheduled to premiere 
this spring
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Action!
Professor, students, alum 
collaborate on sci-fi film
When he heard of plans for a fall fac-
ulty exhibition at Wheaton, Assistant 
Professor of Filmmaking Patrick Johnson 
decided to create a new feature film as 
his contribution. And he knew just where 
to find his crew—right on campus.

With the help of students Diego 
Perez ’15, Geoffrey Cook ’16 and Zevi 
Rubin ’16 and recent graduate Gabe 
Bornstein ’14, Johnson spent four days 
filming on location over the summer 
at a mountaintop castle in Cavendish, Vt.

The film, titled Fangzi, a Chinese word for 
house, tells the story of 10-year-old kala and 
her mother, Angelica, who have survived a 
deadly pandemic by taking refuge in a mod-
ern castle. As the building’s protective sys-
tems begin to fail, the pair must make a criti-
cal choice that will determine their survival.

Impressed by Bornstein’s visual style after 
seeing his work in class, Johnson tapped 
him to serve as camera assistant and to 
take charge of time-lapse photography.

Bornstein, who majored in film and 
new media studies and who hopes to 
start a production company in Portland, 
Maine, found the film shoot to be a great 
learning opportunity. “After reading his 

script, seeing the location and crew of 
students he had assembled, I couldn’t 
turn the offer down. I’ve learned that 
working on sets is easily the best method 
of learning when it comes to filmmak-
ing, and I knew that Professor Johnson 
would provide a hands-on experience.” 

Perez, a film and new media studies 
major, was Johnson’s sound man. Cook, a 
film and new media studies major who had 
been in the professor’s “Production I” class, 
worked on set as a production assistant, 
readying lenses, camera rigs and other 
equipment for director of photography Ryan 
Piccirillo—a professional hired by Johnson.

While Rubin hadn’t taken one of Johnson’s 

courses, the professor knew him by 
the camera-rigged quadrocopter 
drones he has flown around campus.

“Rubin brought a lot of value to the 
project, getting shots that would be 
difficult to execute in any other cir-
cumstance,” Johnson said. “He has an 
interest in developing his ability to build 
and fly quads into some sort of com-
mercial enterprise, and I think being 
on set gave him some valuable intel.”

For Johnson, having Wheaties on set 
was a boon.

“Sometimes the logistics and assembling 
all these elements can pull away from the 
enthusiasm and from the sense that you’re 
doing something creative, but their enthusi-
asm made the whole shoot such a pleasure 
and so exciting and fun. I really appreci-
ated it,” he said. “In all future projects I’ll 
definitely try to tap into Wheaton students, 
because they brought so much to the table.”

The finished film runs about 12 minutes. 
Once it premieres at Wheaton, Johnson 
plans to submit it to film festivals.

“I’ll play it on the festival circuit and give 
it about a year of applying to festivals and 
see what happens, and after that I’ll make it 
available online to the public,” he said. Q

—Becca Manning

Patrick Johnson’s short film Fangzi was shot over four days at a mountaintop castle in Cavendish, Vt. The crew included Gabe Bornstein ’14, director of photography Ryan 
Piccirillo, Geoffrey Cook ’16, Zevi Rubin ’16 and Diego Perez ’15 (pictured above with actress Kiera Gruttadauria).

Professor Patrick Johnson directing a shot

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Practicing what 
they teach
Studio art professors  
exhibit work

In their studio art classes, professors push 
students not to just look at what they are 
drawing, painting, printing, photograph-
ing or filming, but also to truly see—the 
lines, the curves, the light, the negative and 
positive spaces, the feel of it all. That is the 
secret to capturing the subject matter.

Not only do they teach this each year 
as professors at Wheaton, but they also 
practice it as award-winning artists. Five 
of them were in the spotlight from August 
26 through October 31 in an exhibition of 
their work in the Beard and Weil Galleries.

The exhibition, “P3SF” (referencing paint-
ing, printmaking, photography, sculpture 
and film), featured work by professors 
Claudia Fieo (printmaking), Kelly Goff 
(sculpture), Andrew Howard (photogra-
phy), Patrick Johnson (film), and Patricia 
Stone (painting and printmaking). All have 
exhibited their work nationally and some 
have work in public and 
private collections.

In September, they 
presented a gallery talk 
in Watson Fine Arts. We 
took the opportunity 
to talk to each of them 
about the intersection of 
their work as artists and 
professors—how one 
influences the other, what 
inspires them and what 
they try to get across to 
their students. Go online 
to read their responses. Q

More online
Read what each of them has to say at  
wheatoncollege.edu/news/practicing-what-they-teach.

Patricia Stone’s most 
recent paintings 
have focused on the 
Charles River and 
patterns of nature 
and urban growth.

Andrew Howard’s photography, above, draws from the landscapes of New England, Ireland and the southwest 
United States.

As a filmmaker, Patrick Johnson works primarily in short-form documentary 
with a subject focus on artists, musicians and alternative lifestyles. 

Kelly Goff’s sculptural practice is diverse in 
media and process, spanning from ancient 
building techniques in wood and metal, to 
structural papier-mâché, hydrographic printing, 
and 3D rapid prototyping. 

Alternating 
between 
representational 
and abstract 
imagery, Claudia 
Fieo’s prints 
deal with nature 
and natural 
forms, giving 
expression to 
the ineffable 
mysteries 
of human 
experience.

Professors Claudia Fieo, Patricia Stone (front row, 
left to right) and Andy Howard, Kelly Goff and Patrick 
Johnson (back row, left to right) at the faculty art 
exhibition opening reception
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Economics professor receives honor 
Associate Professor Russell Williams has been 
named the first recipient of the Robert C. and 
Mary Priedeman Brown ’43 Chair in Urban 
Planning and Environment. In that role, he will 
explore the effects of economic development 
on the environment and the relationship 
between urban and rural communities.

The college’s newest endowed chair 
was established by Mary “Molly” 
Priedeman Brown ’43, who studied art 
and psychology at Wheaton. Brown, who 
lived to the age of 89, was described in her 
obituary as the “robust, colorful type of 
character western legends are made of.” 

In her lifetime, she flew airplanes, co-
founded an aircraft company, carved 
gunstocks, won skeet-shooting contests, 
rode horseback, worked on a ranch in 
Montana and “rolled her own cigarettes 
with one hand,” according to the memorial.

“As I begin my term, I am very aware 
of the character of the Wheaton alumna 
who saw fit to endow this chair,” Williams 
said. “She did things that were unusual 
for women at that time, pursuing her 
goals with drive, innovativeness and 
persistence, overcoming strictures of gender 
discrimination and social convention.”

The chair is one of 11 endowed 
professorships awarded on a rotating 
basis at Wheaton. Along with recognizing 
accomplished, innovative faculty 
members, the endowments provide them 
with time to pursue research projects. 
Endowed professors are relieved of 
teaching one course in each of the 
five years and receive one semester-
long sabbatical during their term.

For Williams, professor and chair of the 
Economics Department, that gift of time will 
be used to take a closer look at how farms 
in Vermont are using food waste to produce 
electricity and to study the effects a massive 
new shipping facility will have on a rural 
community in Georgia. The two projects, 
though separate initiatives, both relate 

back to his long-standing interest in the 
relationship between urban and rural areas.

It was an interest sparked by three men 
in Williams’s family—his father, a college 
teacher who held a Ph.D. in agriculture; 
his paternal grandfather, who operated a 
75-acre farm on which Williams worked for 
three summers; and his maternal grandfather, 
who assisted black families living in 
rural Georgia as the state agricultural 
extension agent. Though Williams spent 
most of his adult life in urban areas and 
co-authored a book on urban economics, 
he has long been interested in the 
interdependence of rural and urban areas. 

For the first project, he will follow up 
his 2011 work for the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development in 
which he explored the economic impact of 
renewable energy projects in seven states. 
One of those projects involved anaerobic 
digestion, a process in which microorganisms 
break down organic matter and convert 
that energy into electricity. Some farms in 
Vermont have begun importing food waste 

from manufacturers to feed the system, and 
Williams hopes to study those efforts.

“I see this as an interesting potential 
connection between urban areas and farms,” 
Williams said. “Instead of sending waste 
out to be placed in a dump somewhere, 
they’re using it to actually produce more 
power and to help build another important 
bond between the places in which our 
food is produced and the cities and towns 
where most of that food is consumed.”

The second project relates to the ongoing 
expansion of the Panama Canal to allow 
large ships from Asia to deliver goods to the 
eastern United States. With work expected 
to finish in 2015, many southeastern ports 
are expanding their harbors. The state of 
Georgia is also building a facility to store 
the thousands of shipping containers 
brought by these large vessels. Plans for a 
facility about 186 miles west of Savannah, 
in rural Crisp County, will mean major 
changes for local residents, and Williams 
plans to investigate this development.

 “Having the college recognize me as a 
distinguished professor with expertise in 
this field is a statement to everyone I may 
encounter, and will make my research 
that much easier,” Williams said. Q

—Becca Manning

For Williams, professor and chair 

of the Economics Department, 

that gift of time will be used to 

take a closer look at how farms 

in Vermont are using food waste 

to produce electricity and to 

study the effects a massive new 

shipping facility will have on a 

rural community in Georgia.

NICkI PARDO
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PANORAMA

The how and why
Professor explores judicial decision-making

Judges constantly make important decisions: that is, after 
all, their job. But ever wonder how they arrive at that 
decision? Or why? For more than a decade, Associate 
Professor of Philosophy Stephen Mathis has been 
teaching a jurisprudence course called “How Judges 
Reason,” helping students decipher the many influences 
on judicial opinions. Every year, new cases filtering 
through the American legal system keep the curriculum 
fresh, and writer Abe Stein caught up with Professor 
Mathis to see how recent Supreme Court opinions on 
high-profile cases have impacted his course.
How do you incorporate contemporary legal 
cases into the curriculum? 

Almost as long as I’ve been teaching the 
course, I’ve had at least one assignment, 
usually a good-sized paper, that asks the 
students to read the briefs for an undecided 
case that has been argued in front of the 
Supreme Court and to use the jurispruden-
tial theories we’ve studied to decide the 
case themselves. I try to pick interesting 
cases, and the high-profile ones like the 
Hobby Lobby case this past spring tend 
to be good ones to choose. Hobby Lobby 
would have been an even better case for the 
students if we had all known that officials at 
the other Wheaton College would play off 
of the decision the way they did. Officials 
at the evangelical college in Illinois had 
asked for an injunction so that they would 
not have to fill out the form to petition the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
for the exemption all nonprofit religious 
institutions can get from the contraception 
coverage mandate within the Affordable 
Care Act [ACA]. In the Hobby Lobby deci-
sion, the court cited the availability of the 
exemption the other Wheaton College was 
unhappy about as a reason for thinking that 
the ACA’s treatment of Hobby Lobby had 
failed to use the “least restrictive means” 
for administering the law. In short, the 
court thought that the options available to 

institutions like the other Wheaton were less 
restrictive or impinged less on individual re-
ligious views than what was being asked of 
Hobby Lobby, and the majority of the court 
did not see why an exemption similar to that 
afforded to nonprofit religious institutions 
couldn’t apply to corporations like Hobby 
Lobby as well. This makes the whole ACA 
possibly more problematic from a religious 
freedom perspective, which would mean 
that the implications of Hobby Lobby and 
the cases that will follow it are much greater. 
I think my students would have enjoyed talk-
ing about the Wheaton College injunction, 
even though it involves the other Wheaton.

Has teaching the class impacted your own 
research? 

The majority of my research is on action 
theory within the criminal law and not on 
jurisprudence per se, but as a result of teach-
ing this course on a regular basis, I have got-
ten into the habit of following the Supreme 
Court very closely. This has made me 
much more aware than I would have been 
otherwise of overall case law that might be 
relevant to my area. Beyond that, though, 
teaching this course has led me to write a 
few op-ed pieces over the years on topics 
such as John Roberts’s judicial philosophy, 
Second Amendment rights, health care, and 
warrantless electronic surveillance. Doing 

that allowed me to write for a broader, 
non-academic audience and to contribute to 
important debates via different newspapers.

Do student opinions of the judicial process 
evolve throughout the semester in the class? 

Most of the evolution I see is in the students’ 
appreciation of how enormously complicated 
and nuanced the process can be for deciding 
hard cases. Once they recognize this fact, 
they start to see that politics is not behind 
every decision. But thanks to an increased 
appreciation of the complexity and the 
subtlety of the process, they also come 
to understand the many ways judges (or 
justices) can have their political or moral 
leanings influence their view of a case. So 
the students often come in rather cynical 
about what judges do, seeing it as a purely 
political endeavor, and they tend to leave the 
course cognizant of the hard work judges do, 
even if that gives the students insight into the 
less-direct ways politics actually inform how 
judges decide cases. 

What current issues are you looking forward to 
discussing with students in your next course?

To some extent, it’s difficult to predict 
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Faculty
Vicki Bartolini, professor of education, and 
Judy LaConte, a Wheaton visiting instructor of 
education and a Norton teacher, co-wrote, along 
with Karen Worth, the article “A Shift to Inquiry: 
The Heart of Effective Teaching and Professional 
Development for the Twenty-first Century,” in the 
New Educator (February).

Alexander Bloom, professor of history, published 
the article “Abraham Lincoln, the 1960s, and 
Barack Obama: Restoring the Lost Connections,” 
in Modes and Facets of the American Scene (Ila 
Palma, Rome, June 2014). 

Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, professor of religion, 
wrote the articles “Performing Myth, Performing 

Midrash at Rabbinic 
Meals” and “Contrasting 
Banquets: A Literary 
Commonplace in Philo’s 
On the Contemplative 
Life and Other Greek and 
Roman Symposia,” and 
co-authored “Ten Theses 
Concerning Meals and 
Early Judaism,” in Meals 
in Early Judaism: Social 

Formation at the Table (Palgrave MacMillan, 
October 2014).

John Kricher, professor of biology, was profiled 
on “Chronicle,” the news magazine program at 
WCVB-TV in Boston in September.

Lisa Lebduska, associate professor of English 
and director of college writing, published the 
article “Emoji, Emoji, What for Art Thou?” in 
Harlot: A Revealing Look at the Arts of Persuasion 
(Fall 2014).

Ellen McBreen, assistant 
professor of art his-
tory, published Matisse’s 
Sculpture: The Pinup and 
the Primitive (October 
2014, Yale University 
Press), which was 
featured in London-based 
arts magazine Apollo. 

Charlotte Meehan, professor of English and 
playwright-in-residence, got a big brava from a 
Boston Globe review of the play she wrote, “27 
Tips for Banishing the Blues,” which premiered at 
the Boston Playwrights’ Theatre. The September 
10  review referred to the play as a “multimedia 
hootenanny” and called it “a thoughtful look at our 
struggle to balance despair with hope.”

Leah Niederstadt, assistant professor of museum 
studies and art history, and Peter Coco, digital 
learning strategist and technology liaison for the 

humanities, published the article “Digital Projects 
and the First-Year Seminar: Making Blended 
Learning Work at a Small Liberal Arts College,” on 
the Academic Commons website, which is hosted 
by National Institute for Technology in Liberal 
Education (August).

M. Gabriela Torres, associate professor of 
anthropology, and Peter Coco, digital learning 
strategist and technology liaison for the humani-
ties, co-wrote the article “Writing as Curation: 
Using a ‘Building’ and ‘Breaking’ Pedagogy to 
Teach Culture in the Digital Age,” published in Web 
Writing: Why and How for Liberal Arts Teaching 
and Learning (University of Michigan Publishing, 
Fall 2014). Torres also published the article “Art 
and Labor in the Framing of Guatemala’s Dead,” in 
Anthropology of Work Review (June).

A. Javier Trevino, Jane Oxford Keiter Professor of 
Sociology, published Investigating Social Problems 
(Sage Publications, Inc., August 2014).

Michael Drout, professor of English, co-wrote 
the article “Tolkien’s Creation of the Impression of 
Depth,” in Tolkien Studies (August), with Namiko 
Hitotsubashi ’13 and Rachel Scavera ’12. Drout 
also wrote the book chapter “’Give the People 
What They Want’: Historiography and Rhetorical 
History of the Dating of Beowulf Controversy,” with 
Emily Bowman ’13 and Phoebe Boyd ’12 in The 
Dating of Beowulf: A Reassessment (D.S. Brewer, 
August 2014).

Alumnae/i
Shawn Boone ’00, doctoral campus college chair 
for ACCESS at the University of Phoenix, wrote the 
chapter “Teacher Leaders as School Reformers” 
in the book The Power of Teacher Leaders: 
Their Roles, Influence, and Impact (New York: 
Routledge—Taylor and Francis, July 2014).

Sharon Callahan ’84, CEO of LLNS at Omnicom 
Group, was honored with the Women’s Venture 
Fund’s Highest Leaf Award in June for remarkable 
business leadership.

Dorothy Kerper Monnelly ’58 is exhibiting her 
photography in “Fragile Waters” at the Tampa 
Museum of Art in Florida and the Las Cruces 
Museum of Art in New Mexico through Jan. 15, 
2015; and at the Maritime Museum of San Diego, 
March 1–Sept. 15, 2015. 

Valerie Ogden ’61 published Bluebeard: Brave 
Warrior, Brutal Psychopath, (History Publishing 
Company, August 2014).

Derron Wallace ’07 was awarded a Florence 
Levy Kay Fellowship in Education and African and 
Afro-American Studies at Brandeis University. His 
achievement was noted in the Journal of Blacks in 
Higher Education. Q

what the hot-button legal issues are going 
to be within a given semester, so you just 
have to be ready for whatever comes. But I 
expect that we have not seen the last of the 
cases bearing on the rights of corporations. 
Citizens United changed the landscape 
significantly, and Hobby Lobby added a 
little something to that new scene, but 
there will certainly be other cases about 
the rights of corporate entities in the near 
future. The other issue I expect will still be 
relevant when I teach the course again is 
abortion and women’s reproductive choice 
more broadly construed. Many states have 
passed laws that make it effectively impos-
sible for clinics to remain open, and those 
laws are just starting to get challenged. And 
as Hobby Lobby made clear, contraception 
is still a political lightning rod, with religious 
groups driving the issue. But there’s a grow-
ing libertarian sentiment within American 
politics that seems to be something of a wild 
card in how these issues play out eventually. 
In the short term, though, I expect that the 
court will continue to hear cases that bear 
on women’s reproductive choices, and I 
expect their decisions in those cases to be 
significant, both legally and politically. Q

PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS
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FIELD REPORT

Exploring 
climate change 
Point guard jumps at 
opportunity to research in 
Siberia 

Senior McKenzie “Kenzie” Kuhn ’15, an 
environmental science major, jumps at 
opportunities to learn outside the class-
room. This summer doing so landed her in 
Siberia, Russia, where she participated in 
the Polaris Project as a student researcher, 
exploring the effects of methane gas, an 
essential greenhouse gas that is contribut-
ing to our globe’s warming climate. 

“Wheaton’s environmental science program 
has done a great job of introducing me to mul-
tiple scientific disciplines from field geology 
in Death Valley to instrumental chemistry in 
the Wheaton laboratories,” said Kuhn, a point 
guard on the women’s basketball team. “After 
spending a month in Siberia, I came away 
from the experience with a new appreciation 
for the Arctic landscape and a passion for the 
environmental fieldwork that accompanies it.”

Funded by the National Science Foundation 
and Woods Hole Research Center, the 
Polaris Project is an initiative to study global 
climate change. It began in 2007 after a 
conversation between founder and director 
Max Holmes and John Schade, the project’s 
education coordinator. It has evolved into a 
collaboration of scientists and students from 
around the world who are trying to under-
stand more about our changing climate by 
conducting research in the Siberian Arctic.

“What makes the Polaris Project interesting 
is that it feeds off the students’ curiosity and 
self-motivation,” said Associate Professor of 
Chemistry and Geology Matthew Evans. “The 
Polaris Project came to mind when Kenzie 
[who has been his lab intern] asked me about 
fieldwork and research for the summer.”

With Evans’s assistance, Kuhn completed 
her application and was accepted before 
the end of her junior year. She also re-
ceived a summer stipend through the Davis 
International Fellowship, which covered her 
flights through 19 different time zones. When 
she arrived in Siberia, Kuhn researched possi-

ble topics to study through readings and field 
observation, along with various conversations 
with Schade, her internship advisor. The two 
considered different ideas, but it was Kuhn 
who decided to pursue a study on dissolved 
methane concentrations in small ponds. 

Her research included observing differ-
ent ponds that weren’t connected above 
the surface but were linked through un-
derground channels. One of her biggest 
takeaways from the research was dis-
covering how certain types of moss may 
host bacteria that consume methane.

“Understanding how methane is produced 
is important to be able to predict future 
temperatures, but I mainly wanted to know if 
methane concentrations changed in a series of 
ponds from the top to the bottom,” said Kuhn, 
who lived on a barge during the internship. 

“Preliminary data suggest that there is a 
difference in dissolved methane concen-
trations depending on the type of moss 
at the bottom of the ponds. Ponds with 
brown moss had significantly less methane. 
A possible explanation for this is that the 
brown moss contains small organisms that 
use up available methane for energy.”  

After her time in the field concluded, Kuhn 
presented her findings to the other students and 
researchers through a seminar. She also submit-
ted an abstract for the American Geophysical 
Union meeting, which is scheduled to take 
place in mid-December in San Francisco. 

“Kenzie played a big role in maturing her 
project but also in developing and carrying out 
the approach to answering her questions,” said 
Schade. “She was very enthusiastic, curious 
and observant throughout the entire process.”

The Polaris Project not only provided Kuhn 
with an opportunity to study outside the class-
room, but also allowed her time to consider 
what she’d like to pursue after graduation. 
Regardless of what she decides to do after she 
receives her diploma, Kuhn hopes to return 
to the Arctic one day for additional research. 

As Evans said, “Kenzie has gained access 
to a pretty broad and talented network of 
faculty, researchers and students through her 
different internships and research experi-
ences, which will serve her well in the 
future should she continue in this vein of 
research, which I hope she will. I hope to 
soon call her a colleague after graduation.”Q 

—Matt Noonan ’10 

CHRIS LINDER



WINTER  2015 21Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

Tennis skills, coursework serve student well
Ever since Lawrence 
Chan ’15 could hold 
a racquet on his own, 
he has used tennis as 
a means to achieve 
personal development 
and success in all the 
areas of his life.

“Tennis has taught me sacrifice, 
teamwork, communication, time 
management, honesty, diligence, work 
ethic and how to overcome adversity,” he 
said. “These traits have subconsciously 
shaped how I function in society.”

A psychology major, Chan drew upon these 
qualities this summer during his internship 
at the Rhode Island Hospital Department of 
Psychiatry and Human Behavior. He worked as 
a research assistant, helping with a study on the 
effectiveness of a drinking intervention program 
in decreasing the risk of sexual assault. His daily 
duties included scheduling participants for the 
study, transcribing the sessions and conduct-
ing exit interviews with the participants.

“The internship went well and I learned a 
lot of useful skills that will help me pursue 
my future career as a clinical psycholo-
gist,” said Chan, a Wheaton Fellow. “The 
research experience will be valuable.” 

Chan’s coursework prepared him well for 
the internship. “All my psychology classes 
contributed to how I approached my work in 
the lab. For instance, I knew how to quickly 
find relevant scholarly articles. I attribute 
this to my ‘Quantitative Research Methods’ 
course. My ‘Practicum in Psychological 
Research’ course was also helpful. For the 
final project in that class, we were required 
to use a minimum of 20 research articles 
regarding our chosen topic to write an in-
depth literature review. This assignment forced 
me to become comfortable with the general 
format of psychology-related journal articles.”

Chan noted that he has really appreciated 
the availability of professors outside of 
class, which has been one of his favorite 

aspects of the college. “They genuinely want 
to help you learn and succeed,” he said. 

Chan found his internship through 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Psychology 
Lindsay Orchowski, who works at 
Rhode Island Hospital, and she advised 
him throughout the experience.

His tennis teammates also have had a 
major impact on his life here. “The bond 
we have formed is something truly spe-
cial and will always be a fond memory,” 
he said. “We’re a bunch of fun-loving 
guys who can buckle down when things 
get serious, both on and off the court.”

The Wheaton men’s tennis team 
finished the 2013–14 season with a 
9–9 record and a berth in the New 
England Women’s and Men’s Athletic 
Conference (NEWMAC) tournament 
quarterfinals under coach Lynn Miller. 

Chan’s challenging serve/volley and 
chip, combined with a charge style of play, 

has allowed him to shine and contest for a 
starting spot in both singles and doubles.

“He was a good high school player and 
captain for the Wheeler School tennis team 
[in Providence, R.I.], but he has improved 
immensely over the past few years at 
Wheaton and has developed into a starter,” 
said Miller. “Larry is a very conscientious 
student-athlete. He is a team player and 
treats both his academics and his sport of 
tennis with due respect and commitment.”  

In addition to playing tennis, Chan is the 
vice president of the 2015 class council 
of the Student Government Association, 
president of the Psychology Club, and a 
senior preceptor who supervises other 
preceptors and mentors first-year students.

His choice of psychology as a major 
derives from the satisfaction and sense of 
accomplishment he gets from seeing others 
overcome their problems, he said. Whether 
on the tennis court, in the classroom or in the 
research lab, Chan is motivated to help others.

“I always feel like I have a clearer 
head afterward, and I am naturally very 
empathetic. One of my strongest traits is 
the ability to care for others and understand 
how they are feeling. I believe this innate 
feature will be perfect for counseling.” Q

—Kevin Gil 

“Tennis has taught me sacrifice, 

teamwork, communication, 

time management, honesty, 

diligence, work ethic and how to 

overcome adversity.”

Lawrence Chan ’15

SkY SABIN

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/mten/2013-14/bios/chan_lawrence
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/mten/2013-14/bios/chan_lawrence
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/mten/2013-14/bios/chan_lawrence


22 WHEATON QUARTERLY @wheatonWheatonCollege

Campus close-up
On September 26, Fox 25 News Boston sent 
its morning news team to campus as part of its 
six-week “College Tour” series. Arriving bright 
and early at 4:30 a.m. to set up, the news 
crew popped up cameras, lights, equipment 
and tents to broadcast live for more than three 
hours from the campus green.

More online
wheatoncollege.edu/news/morning-news-comes-to-
wheaton/

SNAP SHOTS

Changing lives, 
strengthening 
communities
As part of the inauguration of 
President Dennis M. Hanno on 
October 17, students were asked 
to present posters to share how 
they are “changing lives and 
strengthening communities” lo-
cally as well as abroad through 
their research, internships and 
volunteer work. Pictured right: 
Kimberly Belgrave ’15 talks about 
her faculty-led trip to South Africa. 

Student poster gallery online
wheatoncollege.edu/news/2014/10/30/
meaningful-experiences/

N
IC

k
I P

A
R

D
O

ABE STEIN

http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/morning-news-comes-to-wheaton/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/morning-news-comes-to-wheaton/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2014/10/30/meaningful-experiences/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/2014/10/30/meaningful-experiences/


WINTER  2015 23Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

Welcome, Class of 2018
This fall, Wheaton welcomed 431 first-year students. They arrived on campus on August 
23 to move in and get oriented, bringing with them a broad range of experiences, hopes 
and dreams. Here is a look at the class by the numbers:

This is how we roll
The Athletics Department unveiled a newly designed Lyons athletics bus on September 10. The bus, which is owned and operated by 
Bloom Bus Lines, was outfitted with a custom wrap that shows off the Lyons logo, bears the college’s name and website address, and show-
cases all social media accounts. The field hockey team was the first-ever squad to ride, heading off for their game against Lasell College.

Massachusetts

New York

Connecticut 

Maine 

California

New Hampshire

27
States and

U.S. Territories
represented

Top 5:Burundi

Germany

India

South Africa

Turkey

Venezuela

27
Countries 

represented
including

FAMILY TIES
Have relatives who

graduated from Wheaton

DIVERSITY
Domestic students

who are self-declared
students of color

Merit Scholarships
Awarded to

incoming class

23% 9%  34%

Wheaton states and
U.S. territories 

kEITH NORDSTROM

kEITH NORDSTROM

kEITH NORDSTROM
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Insight
Interns spend 
summer learning on 

the job, exploring 
careers

Before her summer 
internship with HBO’s 
Creative Services 
Department in New 
York City, Tyler 
Vendetti ’15 didn’t 
quite know how to 
answer those who 
asked about her plans 
after Wheaton.

“I would mumble something about 
scriptwriting or directing before 
quickly changing the subject out 
of sheer panic,” Vendetti said. 

With a double major in English and film 
and new media studies, the senior has built a 
résumé full of writing and marketing positions, 
but she wasn’t sure how to combine those 

skills with her interest in video production.
Then last fall, Chris Spencer P’14, execu-

tive vice president of creative services at 
HBO, gave a talk at Wheaton, and Vendetti 
saw an opportunity to gain that missing 
experience. With the help of the staff at 
the Filene Center for Academic Advising 
and Career Services, she applied to and 
was granted a summer internship at HBO.

Once in New York, Vendetti quickly 
got to work, assisting producers on 
shoots for television promos and events, 
generating new marketing ideas, edit-
ing footage, and participating with 
other interns in a research project 
dedicated to improving HBO’s employer 
brand and talent acquisition strategies.

“Coming out of it, I can say that I’ve 
developed a clearer sense of direc-
tion about my future and what I want to 
do,” Vendetti said of her internship. 

Overall, 200 Wheaton 
students received support 
from Wheaton and Career 
Services at the Filene Center 
to participate in internships, 
research or independent 
projects this summer. Here 
are a few of their stories. �

Experience
Connections

By Becca Manning

PHOTO COURTESY OF HBO

BY THE NUMBERS
Summer 2014 internship funding

120 Balfour, Community and Trustee 
Scholarships 

56 Wheaton Fellowships 

12 Davis International Fellowships 

4 Adams Professional Development 
Fellowships 

4 Porter Cleveland Fellowships

4 Robert College Fellowships
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Dimitri Rodrigo ’15 
HOMETOWN: Singapore

MAJOR: Economics

INTERNED AT: Samuel French Inc., 
a theater publishing company in 
New York City

HOW HE FOUND IT: “I was studying 
abroad in London and there was a 
bookshop near my dorm, and they 
were hiring for positions. I went in 
and asked if I could intern instead, 
and I started working with their 
accounts department and helped 
them implement a new accounting 
system. I met the CFO of Samuel French in 
London and approached her to see if I could do an 
internship in New York over the summer.”

WHAT HE DID THERE: “Working directly with the 
CFO, my role was to help upper-level management 
make strategic decisions to remove waste and 
optimize the company’s finance and other business 
functions. I also set up a competitor analysis for 
them, looking at other companies in the industry, 
and I helped them review historical data so they 
could better analyze their performance.”

WHAT HE LEARNED: “What’s most beneficial 
about this internship is that I got to use all my past 

experiences and knowledge, practicing what I’ve 
already learned. I did an internship with Ernst and 
Young’s consultancy arm, where I learned to map 
processes, look for solutions and solve business 
issues. During my internship with the London 
Stock Exchange, I worked on the research side, 
learning to analyze competitors in the industry and 
provide information to make strategic decisions. 
Academically, a lot of things have come into play. 
I took a class called ‘Organizational Behavior,’ and 
this summer I got to use the knowledge I learned 
from that, giving advice on best practices for 
human resource management.” 

Danielle Dickinson ’17
HOMETOWN: New Hartford, Conn.

MAJOR: Women’s and gender studies

INTERNED AT: Rosie’s Place, a nonprofit women’s 
shelter in Boston

HOW SHE FOUND IT: “I went to the Career 
Services center and met with a counselor, and we 
talked about my interests and how I wanted to mix 
service with a career in policy, and she suggested 
Rosie’s Place.”

WHAT SHE DID THERE: “I did a little of 
everything—I worked in the food pantry, taught 
technology classes, tutored in English as a 
second language, and worked in the public policy 
department, working closely with candidate forums 
to have candidates for upcoming elections come 
speak to the guests to give them more power and 
political awareness.”

WHAT SHE LEARNED: “I learned about the 
different tiers of social justice, how you can use 
direct service to deal with the aftermath of larger 
issues such as homelessness, benefit cuts, 
domestic violence and drug addiction. I learned 
about the role of public policy and government in 
enacting change. And I learned never to assume 
anything about anyone. The guests come from so 

many places—some have doctoral degrees, some 
were from different countries and could speak 
different languages, some had amazing artistic and 
musical talents. They reminded me that we all have 
troubles and trials in our lives, and it’s how you deal 
with those that makes you who you are.”

LOOKING AHEAD: “I plan to attend law school and 
become a lawyer and deal with women’s issues 
such as domestic violence and sexual assault. I 
also want to work with public policy, and this has 
given me a better idea of how public policy works.”

Ana Brenes Coto ’15 

HOMETOWN: Monteverde, Costa Rica

MAJOR: Sociology

INTERNED AT: Wola Nani, a nonprofit 
organization supporting people with HIV and 
AIDS, in Cape Town, South Africa

HOW SHE FOUND IT: “I conducted an 
independent exploratory study on HIV/AIDS 
under the guidance of Professor Hyun Kim. In the 
process, I learned about organizations that work 
to alleviate the burden of HIV in different places 
in the world.”

WHAT SHE DID THERE: “One of my first weeks 
at Wola Nani, the executive director asked me 
to write a short article for a local newspaper 
on a new product. A few days later she told me 

Continued on page 26
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Avi Anshika ’16 
HOMETOWN: New Delhi, India

MAJOR: Psychology, with a concentration in  
public health

INTERNED AT: Employees’ State Insurance 
Corporation (ESIC) Dispensary in Faridabad, India

HOW SHE FOUND IT: “I had been exposed to ESIC 
through my mother, who is 
a doctor. ESIC dispensaries 
are small health clinics 
registered under the Labor 
and Employment Ministry 
of India that provide 
free medical benefits to 
industrial laborers and their 
dependents. This summer I 
conducted a research study 

designed with the help of Professor Michael Berg at 
one of these dispensaries.”

WHAT SHE DID THERE: “I studied the influence of 
income and religiosity on an individual’s health locus 
of control. At work, I would usually sit in the waiting 

room or the outpatient department and approach 
patients and visitors to see if they were willing to be 
interviewed. By the end of July, I had managed to 
record over 200 interviews.”

WHAT SHE LEARNED: “I learned more about 
my country and its people. It was definitely 
challenging to work in an atmosphere that had poor 
infrastructure, especially when the weather was 
so hot. But I learned to thrive in the momentum 
that I built with the conversations with the patients 
I interviewed. I learned to build up a strong work 
ethic and to maintain a drive to keep learning, keep 
interviewing and not make work monotonous.”

LOOKING AHEAD: “For now, I want to continue 
doing research, especially research that is 
interdisciplinary. This summer experience was 
the first where I incorporated all of my academic 
interests in one study (psychology, economics and 
public health). Now that I’m back, Professor Berg 
and I will start analyzing the data and see if we find 
something interesting. I know that I eventually want 

to work in India. But before I do, there is a lot I want 
to learn at Wheaton to make the most of my time 
here as a student.”

Antonio Sosa ’15 
HOMETOWN: New York, N.Y.

MAJOR: Economics

INTERNED AT: Epix, a cable and satellite TV 
network and video-on-demand service operated by 
Viacom, in New York City

WHAT HE DID THERE: “As a finance intern, my 
job was to help allocate the yearly corporate 
budget to make sure that every department had 
the necessary funds to complete their tasks. I 
helped create an ‘end-of-year’ monthly binder that 
showed Epix’s revenues, assets and other financial 
information. No day was exactly the same. I could 
be preparing financial statements or analyzing 
accounting policies for licensing agreements. 
Licensing agreements (for movies) are policies that 
allow a cable network to show a film.”

THE LEARNING CURVE: “Figuring out ways 
to incorporate my economics major into my 

finance analyst position, I was always being 
exposed to new concepts and ideas. If I didn’t 
understand a topic, I had to read up on it and 
make sure I had a basic understanding before 
approaching my manager.”

OTHER LESSONS: “I learned a lot of accounting 
principles and developed a better understanding of 
the connections between accounting and finance. I 
brushed up on my Excel skills and learned different 
techniques for distilling financial information. I also 
developed a better understanding of the movie 
business. I never knew the processes involved 
for a company like Epix to acquire a movie—it 
involves lots of negotiations with producers, actors  
and directors. This experience made me value the 
time and effort that goes into creating a film.”

LOOKING AHEAD: “This internship definitely 
opened new doors for me in an industry I didn’t 
see as a viable option. When people think of 
finance, they usually think of hedge funds and 
financial analysts. However, I am beginning to see 
how finance can be used in all sorts of industries 
to minimize cost and create more revenue.”

that she liked my style of writing 
and asked me if I could write 
grant proposals. I felt prepared for 
doing this because I took the class 
‘Writing in Professional Contexts,’ 
where we practiced proposal 
writing extensively. By the end of 
my time at Wola Nani, I had finished 
two $50,000 proposals that, if 
they go through, will fund multiple 
departments at the organization.”

SHARING IDEAS: “I was asked by 
the executive director to brainstorm 

ideas for products Wola Nani could 
sell. I suggested the manufacturing 
of earrings, which require little work 
and materials. I have been making 
jewelry for 12 years and knew this 
from personal experience. One of my 
co-workers had experience working 
with beads, and I have experience 
working with wire. Together we 
created over 20 models of earrings 
and trained a handful of HIV-positive 
crafters who will be ready to fulfill 
future orders by clients.”

WHAT SHE LEARNED: “I learned 
the importance of field research in 

the context of academic studying. 
I conducted an independent study 
on HIV and learned invaluable 
information, but from the comfort 
of the library or my dorm, I was 
missing out on key aspects that 
I wouldn’t have had the chance to 
see unless I had traveled all the 
way there. When looking at the 
epidemic of HIV, I had never been 
particularly interested in the role 
of stigma, and now after coming 
back from Cape Town, I cannot 
imagine any change happening 
unless we take stigma into account, 

especially in the context of the 
poor, uneducated population.”

LOOKING AHEAD: “My hope in life 
is to work for an organization like 
UNAIDS [the Joint United Nations 
Programme on HIV and AIDS ] or 
the World Health Organization in the 
field of global public health. I would 
like to work in the development 
of effective programs and policies 
that will help balance out global 
wealth inequality in order to 
improve the quality of life of the 
poorest communities in the world.”

Continued from page 25
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Rayne McGlamery ’15 
HOMETOWN: Hartford, Conn.

MAJOR: Psychology

INTERNED AT: Children’s Law Center in  
Hartford, Conn.

HOW SHE FOUND IT: “I’ve known families that 
have been involved in court cases, and I know that 
representing the child is an important part of it. 
That’s what drove me to this internship opportunity. 
My grandmother works at University of Connecticut 
Law School, and through one of her colleagues, a 
family lawyer, I got the name of the law center and 
learned that they have interns every summer.”

WHAT SHE DID THERE: “I maintained all the 
case folders, updated all the case notes, and 
was in contact with doctors and mental health 
professionals about psychological evaluations. In 
addition, the law center has a free legal advice 
hotline, and I was in charge of that—getting all the 
callers’ information, giving advice and referring them 
to resources, such as how to get a guardian for their 
children. I also got to sit in on meetings with parents 
and go on home and school visits with the kids, and 
I was invited to attend court sessions.”

WHAT SHE LEARNED: “The whole thing has been 
a learning process, just learning all the logistics of 
the legal world. I think the most important thing is 
seeing how the children are represented, because 
these attorneys have to deal with their parents 
and their parents’ lawyers—they’re really faced 
with a lot and have to balance all that and maintain 
what is best for the child. I didn’t really know the 
process and how difficult it can be, but also how 
good the work ends up being for the children.”

LOOKING AHEAD: “I plan to attend graduate school 
and pursue a master’s degree in mental health 
counseling and eventually pursue either a doctorate 
of psychology or in counseling psychology. This was 
inspired by my work at the Children’s Law Center 
and the need for adequate mental health counseling 
demonstrated by many of the clients.”

Susan Skaza ’15 
HOMETOWN: Ludlow, Mass. 

MAJOR: Political science

INTERNED WITH: U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security’s Office of Public Affairs in Washington, D.C.

WHEATON CONNECTIONS: “Amanda DeGroff ’12 
was in the same office as me; however, we were 
on different teams. It was my first insight into 
how helpful connections can be. On my first day, 
Amanda mentioned at the group meeting that I am 
attending her alma mater, and that not only helped 
me make a good first impression but also opened 
the way for me to get to know everyone else in the 
office. There was a guy who worked there whose 
wife had graduated from Wheaton and was family 
friends with one of my classmates.”

WHAT SHE DID THERE: “The team I was 
working with was in the midst of a transition 
period; there were supposed to be four federal 
employees on the team, but there were only 
two. So, the other intern and I were asked 
to do a number of projects. One of our core 
responsibilities was to help keep the department’s 
website up to date. To do this we created and 
edited pages, fixed broken links and designed new 
layouts for Web pages. We also did a lot of office 
work and had to create a lot of spreadsheets.”

WHAT SHE LEARNED: “My boss asked me to 
create a ‘family tree’ of all Web teams across the 
department. This required me to make calls to 
the Web managers from all of the department’s 
components, including FEMA, the Coast Guard, 
Customs and Border Protection, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, and a few others. It was 
fun and interesting to call all these people and 
get a better understanding of how departments 
within the government were organized. Also, I had 
never really done much with the Web, so it was 
interesting to learn what it takes to keep a website 
current.”

LOOKING AHEAD: “My interests lie in national 
security, communications, editing and publishing. 
That being said, I think I’d like to work in the public 
affairs office of a government agency to merge my 
two main interests. This internship gave me further 
insight into myself and what I might want to do as 
a career in the future, and also provided me with 
many useful skills for whatever I decide to do.”

Geoffrey Cook ’16 
HOMETOWN: Andover, Mass.

MAJOR: Film and new media studies

INTERNED WITH: Treble Chorus of New England, 
based in Andover, Mass.

HOW HE FOUND IT: “My mom used to be the head 
of the board for Treble Chorus, and she sent out a 
message trying to find out if anyone may have had 
film jobs for me. The founder of My Own Voice, 
who is now head of the board, offered me this job. 
They wanted some sort of promotional material, so 
I took it as an opportunity to make a documentary 
and at the same time be able to provide the kind of 
promotional material they wanted.”

WHAT HE DID THERE: “I’m making a documentary 
about My Own Voice, one of the chorus’ subgroups. 
The group gives kids and young adults who have 
special needs the opportunity to sing and be part 
of a chorus and eventually perform at concerts 
and events with other choirs. I started filming back 
in March, and spent the early part of the summer 
editing. I hope to have a final documentary as 
well as a two-minute version the group can use 
as a promotional video. My plan right now, though 
it may change, is to put the documentary up on 
YouTube for anybody to view.”

HOW HE MADE IT WORK: “They only have one 
practice a week, which took place during the 
school year. Every Tuesday, after I was done 
with all my commitments, I would drive up to 
my hometown and do about two hours of filming 
before getting back to Wheaton by around 9 p.m. I 
also filmed a couple of concerts, and then I had to 
do interviews. I had never done interviews before, 
so I had to look up a lot of material beforehand.”

WHAT HE LEARNED: “I learned that as long as you 
have a project that you’re passionate about and 
that you want to get out there, you’re going to be 
willing to do a lot of hard work. That’s certainly true 
for me. I have a very close relationship with this 
project; I grew up with Asperger’s, so I know what it 
feels like to be the odd one out, and I do understand 
where some of them are coming from. The kids in 
the choir, when they’re at practice, they’re running 
around, laughing and having a huge amount of fun. 
They don’t have to worry about the fact that they 
have special needs, and that’s a beautiful thing. 
Everybody deserves to find their artistic calling and 
to be able to share that with the world.” Q
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Professor Jay Goodman 
politically engages 
generations of students

By Ted Nesi ’07

In September 1965, with Lyndon B. Johnson 
as president and The Beatles topping the 
charts, a 25-year-old armed with a new Ph.D. 
from Brown University arrived on Wheaton’s 
campus to start teaching undergrads the 
fundamentals of American politics.

The young man’s name: Jay Goodman.
This fall found Barack Obama in LBJ’s 

place and Taylor Swift in the Fab Four’s. But 
Goodman was still in a Wheaton classroom—
starting his 50th year of teaching at the college. 
And he seems as surprised as anyone by his 
own longevity.

“It’s shocking,” Goodman said—in his 
trademark deadpan—over coffee recently at 
the Starbucks near his home in Providence, 
R.I. “No one ever plans this kind of thing. It 
just happens.”

Planned or not, over the past half-century 
Goodman has become one of the most 

iconic and influential figures in Wheaton’s 
history. With his Einstein-esque shock of 
white hair and shuffling gait, today he is as 
much a part of the college as the Dimple or 
Peacock Pond. An oft-cited statistic esti-
mates more than half of all living Wheaton 
alums have taken one of his classes.

Goodman has had an indelible impact 
on generations of Wheaton students, many 
of whom call him a formative influence on 
their careers in politics, law and academia. 
Asking them to describe his impact on their 
lives brings forth praise that’s nothing short 
of effusive.

“There’s something very special about his 
gift,” said Wyneva Johnson ’71, an assistant 
U.S. attorney in Washington and one of the 
huge number of former Goodman students 
who describe him as a mentor. “You can 
have stellar degrees, but there is a special 
gift when the student is just so inspired.”

“I walked into that great room in Mary 

Lyon where he held 101 and I felt like I’d 
found home,” said Mary Anne Marsh ’79, 
a prominent political strategist and pun-
dit in Massachusetts who’s been close 
to Goodman for nearly 40 years.

“Just the room, the setting, his presence, 
his irreverence, his knowledge, his clear 
passion for politics in all of its forms—good, 
bad, ugly and glorious—I felt like I had 
found the place where I had always be-
longed,” she said. “It was just a transforma-
tional moment in my life that set me on this 
journey. … It really allowed me to picture 

Then and now
1965 2014

PRESIDENT

Lyndon B. Johnson Barack Obama

MUSIC

The Beatles Taylor Swift

MOVIES

The Sound of Music Gone Girl

Doctor Zhivago The Hunger Games

TELEVISION

“Lost in Space” “Big Bang Theory”

“Green Acres” “Game of Thrones”

kEITH NORDSTROM

Goodman has had an indelible 

impact on generations of 

Wheaton students, many of 

whom call him a formative 

influence on their careers in 

politics, law and academia. 
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what my life could be.”
“It was earth-shattering,” said 

Kathleen Jones Goldman ’92, 
an attorney at a top law firm in 
Pittsburgh. “He made all the 
difference to me, because I was 
never really academic before 
that, and he fired me up to get 
excited and do well.

“He would talk to me like 
I was already a lawyer,” she said. “He as-
sumed it was already a fait accompli, so 
it never occurred to me it wasn’t going to 
be. That’s more than just saying to some-
body ‘you can do it’ and being encourag-
ing—that’s saying, ‘don’t even worry about 
it; you’re going to get this done.’ That was 
really a tremendous gift.”

Fred Marcks ’02 remembered how excited 
he would get when Goodman invited him 
to share a meal in the faculty dining room. 
“It felt special,” Marcks said. “I think I did 
all the talking, wanting to prove to him that 
I was worthy. The trick was on me. He had 
clearly already decided that was the case, 
but I was still working my tail off to ensure I 
didn’t disappoint him.”

Those comments and others like them 
are surely music to Goodman’s ears. When 
asked what he’s most proud of about his 
Wheaton career, his response was immedi-
ate: “The success of my students.”

The foundation

Jay Goodman was born in January 1940, 
shortly after the outbreak of World War II, 
into a middle-class family in St. Louis, Mo. 
His mother, a Louisiana native, had graduated 
from law school in 1933—a rare achieve-
ment for a woman in those days—and for a 
time his parents had operated a private law 
practice together. But after Jay was born she 
gave up law, eventually becoming a second 
grade teacher, and his father joined his fam-
ily’s sporting goods business.

Unsurprisingly, education was important 
to the Goodman family. While his parents 
weren’t directly involved in politics, they 
regularly discussed current events at home, 
and his latent interest in the subject was 
sparked when he arrived at Beloit College, a 

small liberal arts school on the southern 
border of Wisconsin, in the fall of 1957.

“I particularly loved the political sci-
ence department,” he recalled. “They were 
activists. In my first year and a half there, 
Wisconsin was flipping from a state that had 
never voted Democratic to a state that was 
going Democratic. … I jumped into it big 
time at Beloit.”

Goodman quickly became active in the 
Young Democrats, which in those pre-social 
media days allowed him to get up-close 
access to rising political stars like senators 
William Proxmire and Gaylord Nelson, who 
sometimes spent a half-day on the Beloit 
campus as they campaigned. He was also 
on hand when Senator John F. Kennedy de-
livered a guest convocation speech at Beloit 
in the spring of 1959. 

Goodman loved campaign work immedi-
ately. “I like the field aspects of it,” he said. 
“I like meeting people. I like talking about 
the issues. There was real work—you sent 
out brochures, you knocked on doors, you 
learned a lot.”

And his allegiance stood out on the 
Republican-leaning campus: A yearbook 
teasingly described him and a fellow 
Democrat as “radicals.”

Goodman was also inspired by the way 
Beloit’s professors engaged with their 
students, giving them significant personal 

attention and providing them 
with direction and encourage-
ment. “That’s what a professor 
is supposed to do,” he said. “It’s 
very gratifying. It’s more like 
being a coach—the team wins, 
I win. Some of the things that 
happened to my students are 
more satisfying than anything 
that ever happened to me.”

The Beloit experience con-
vinced Goodman to become a professor. 
He won a prestigious Woodrow Wilson 
Fellowship that paid for a year of graduate 
study at Stanford, and then he did his dis-
sertation at Brown.

Building a department

Goodman and Wheaton came together in 
1965 for largely practical reasons—the col-
lege needed a new professor, and he wanted 
a job near Rhode Island. He was one of 
only three faculty members in the govern-
ment department when he joined it; within 
less than two years, he became department 
chair at the ripe old age of 26. He quickly 
expanded its size and ambition as interest in 
politics grew amid the tumult of the 1960s.

“He built that department,” said 
Professor of Political Science Emerita 
Darlene Boroviak, a fellow Beloit graduate 
whom Goodman hired in 1970. “Jay had 
a mandate from the president to construct 
what was at that time the government 
department and to build it, and he did. So 
Jay’s mark is very much on the department. 
There’s just no question about that.”

Goodman quickly made an impression; 
the spring 1968 edition of the Quarterly de-
scribed him as “one of the most popular pro-
fessors on the Wheaton College campus,” 
and he twice won the Faculty Appreciation 
Award. From the start, he always kept his 
focus on the students.

“I learned a lot about interacting with 
students [from him],” Boroviak said. “That’s 
what I wanted, being a faculty member, and 
Jay certainly was a good role model for that. 
His knack for learning student names and 
interacting with students—having lunch, hav-
ing dinner with students, and really becom-

NICkI PARDO

“There’s something very 

special about his gift.” 

Wyneva Johnson ’71, an assistant U.S. 
attorney in Washington, pictured above with 
Goodman, and one of the huge number of 
former Goodman students who describe 

him as a mentor.
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ing a role model for stu-
dents—was something that 
I internalized very much in 
terms of how to do my job.”

Marcks still vividly remem-
bers Goodman’s unchang-
ing classroom routine: “In 
walks Jay Goodman, straight 
up the center aisle with his 
legal binder to the lectern. 
Plops his stuff down. Walks to the window, 
pushing it open. Loosens his collar and tie. 
Removes his gold watch and places it on the 
lectern. And then the magic begins.”

A number of alums recalled 
a Goodman instruction to “come see me,” 
written in their blue exam books, as a turn-
ing point in their academic lives. “He had a 
plan for me that I didn’t quite have for myself 
at the onset,” said Gabe Amo ’09, who now 
is a staff assistant in the White House Office 
of Intergovernmental Affairs. “And then, as 
years went on, it was the commitment. He 
was the king of the follow-up.”

Reaching beyond the classroom 

A key reason for Goodman’s success in the 
classroom is the fact that he’s remained 
an active practitioner of practical politics 
throughout his long career, just as his profes-
sors at Beloit were.

“What you learned wasn’t exclusively 
rooted in a textbook,” said Christopher 
Esposito ’94, a Democratic political opera-
tive. “He made it real-world. He helped you 
see and connect dots. Whenever I talked 
with him in or outside of class, I either 
learned something new or walked away with 
a different perspective on something.”

Goodman’s own political life has been 
centered around Rhode Island since he 
joined the Young Democrats at Brown in the 
early 1960s. 

“Wisconsin Democratic politics were 
progressive politics about issues,” he said. 
“Rhode Island politics were about patronage 
and power.” He was Rhode Island chairman 
of Robert F. Kennedy’s presidential campaign 
in 1968 and attended that year’s infamous 
Democratic National Convention in Chicago, 
which he still recalls as “beyond insane.”

Goodman went on to serve as a senior 
advisor to leading Rhode Island political 
figures, including Governor Joseph Garrahy, 
Lieutenant Governor Richard Licht and 
Providence mayor Joe Paolino, who ap-
pointed him chairman of the Providence 
Civic Center Authority.

“I would call that very unusual,” 
said M. Charles Bakst P’94, who first 
met Goodman when they were at Brown to-
gether and later became a longtime political 
columnist at the Providence Journal. “There 
are doctors who teach and whatever, but in 
terms of political science professors, I would 
find it very unusual.”

“He’s the best of both worlds,” said Marsh. 
“There’s nobody more steeped in the aca-
demic rigors of political science, but he’s ac-
tually rolled up his sleeves and worked in the 
hard trenches that are political campaigns.”

Amo, a Rhode Island native, said he’s 
always impressed when he watches 
Goodman work the room at receptions with 
top elected officials in the state. “All of these 
politicians might as well be his students, 
because he’s telling them what needs to be 
done,” Amo said.

At home at Wheaton

Goodman flirted with leaving Wheaton 
at least twice in the 1970s. On one occa-
sion, he was simply considering whether 
to move to a bigger school. The other time 
was when he was on the staff of Edmund 
Muskie’s 1972 presidential run and had 
dreams of working in the West Wing before 
the campaign collapsed. (Muskie instead of-
fered Goodman a job on his U.S. Senate staff; 
when Goodman declined, the job went to 
future Secretary of State Madeleine Albright.)

He remains enthusiastic about teaching 

in his 50th academic year, 
and was busy collecting new 
survey data over the summer 
to use in his 101 class dur-
ing the fall. He’s concerned 
about the general disillusion-
ment of the new Millennial 

generation, saying it “changes the classroom 
environment for political science.”

Goodman is now 74, and says he “obvi-
ously” will retire from teaching at some point. 
“Oh, yeah, that’ll happen. I just don’t know 
when,” he said. “I’m not good at forward 
thinking. That’s probably why I’m still here.”

Goodman said he loves the “personal 
education” students receive in the inti-
mate environment at Wheaton, which still 
reminds him of Beloit. He remains a fixture 
on the alumnae/i circuit, giving up to 15 
political lectures a year to former students 
and their families around the country and 
overseas. And he’s proud of Wheaton’s 
success in recent years helping students 
win prestigious awards such as Rhodes 
Scholarships, saying he has more potential 
candidates in the pipeline.

“It’s like sports. Talent wins,” he said. “It’s 
not about class, or pedigree, or money. These 
kids have the talent? They win. It’s great.”

As much as anything, Goodman’s legacy 
is the generations of Wheaton students who 
discovered—through his classes, office 
hours, dinner conversations and follow-
ups—their own passions and abilities.

“So much of our life is spent in our work, 
and he helped me find my life’s work,” said 
Goldman. “I can’t tell you how grateful I am 
for that.”

“People say this all the time, but the fact 
is there’ll never be another Jay Goodman,” 
said Marsh. “To have somebody who is that 
smart, that talented, that much of a political 
junkie, who actually did campaigns and has 
a Ph.D., and then to teach for 50 years? It’s 
hard to imagine that’ll ever happen again.” Q

Ted Nesi ’07 is an award-winning Providence, 
R.I.-based journalist.

Professor Jay Goodman often 
meets with students after class for 
dinner and discussion on campus. 

kEITH NORDSTROM
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Maeve Vallely Bartlett oversees state’s 
energy, environmental affairs agency

By Paul Kandarian

When Maeve Vallely Bartlett, Class of 1980, was 
pursuing an English major at Wheaton College, 
she never thought her path would bring her to 
a state government office. But here she is on 
Beacon Hill in Boston—serving as Massachusetts 
Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs. 

She was appointed to the 
post by Governor Deval Patrick 
in June 2014 after serving as 
undersecretary for the previous 
year. Massachusetts is the first 
state in the nation to combine 
energy and environmental 
agencies under one cabinet 
secretary with the shared mis-
sion of bringing clean energy 
technology to market, curb-
ing greenhouse gas emissions 
and cutting energy costs.

In her new role, Bartlett 
oversees policies and programs 
to secure energy and protect 
natural resources in the state. 

“What we do is incredibly im-
portant to me, and it is absolutely 
necessary for the next genera-
tion,” she says. “I’m proud to be 
a part of what we’ve done here.”

The road to cabinet secretary 
has been a winding one that 
has included stints as a writer, 
which she always envisioned 
herself being (she still keeps a 
copy of Strunk and White’s The 
Elements of Style in her office); 
law school at Suffolk University; and more 
than 20 years of experience in the environ-
mental field working in state and federal 
government. She has served as environ-
ment undersecretary, assistant secretary for 
transportation planning, assistant general 
manager for environmental compliance 
at the Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority, and general counsel for Energy 

and Environmental Affairs. She has also 
served as senior enforcement counsel at 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Secretary Bartlett now juggles a range 
of issues as she leads the departments 
of Agricultural Resources, Conservation 
and Recreation, Environmental 
Protection, Energy Resources, Fish 
and Game, and Public utilities.

“It’s a lot to tackle each day,” admits 
Bartlett. “But I believe in what I’m do-
ing and am fortunate to have a seat at the 
table, figuring out solutions to some of 
the most pressing challenges we face.” 

Those challenges include everything from 
climate change and energy constraints to 

supporting the fishing and agricul-
ture industries. Bartlett appears 
up for it all: A July Boston Globe 
story about her appointment noted 
that “colleagues, environmental 
advocates, and even business-
world adversaries praise Bartlett as 
a knowledgeable negotiator who 
prefers solutions over posturing.” 

The governor, in a press re-
lease, also highlighted her en-
ergy for the job: “Maeve brings 
a tremendous amount of pas-
sion and experience to this work 
and knows the important role it 
plays in every citizen’s life.”

One of those roles is providing 
land and recreation for residents 
to enjoy. As part of the accom-
plishments she’s helped engineer, 
she points to $360 million spent 
to protect more than 125,000 
acres of land and the creation 
or renovation of 190 parks.

 “That’s near and dear to my 
heart,” says the mother of twin 
11-year-old girls. “So many families 
and people in the state can’t afford 
fancy vacations, so to provide 

open space for camping, canoeing, kayak-
ing and hiking near where they live is one 
of the most rewarding parts of my job.”

Though her background is in environ-
mental issues, Bartlett has quickly learned 
to navigate the world of energy in her 
new role. She says she has seen firsthand 
the economic and environmental ben-
efits of renewable energy as her office 

ERIC HAYNES / GOvERNOR’S OFFICE
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advocates for expanded solar and wind 
in Massachusetts, including the nation’s 
first offshore wind farm, Cape Wind.

“It’s all about figuring appropri-
ate scale and place. We’ve got to 
reach greenhouse gas reduction goals 
to combat climate change and huge 
storm events. We need to get offshore 
wind power into the grid,” she says.

Negotiating the details of sensitive 
energy issues is part of her job, and an 
essential tool for doing that well is clear 
communication, a skill cultivated through  
her liberal arts education at Wheaton 
and one she needs every day, she says. 

“My liberal arts education has served me 
so well. It allowed me to explore my love 
of learning and strengthen a broad range 
of communication skills, and that’s key, 
no matter where your path takes you.” 

After her graduation from Wheaton, 
Bartlett’s passion for the written word led 
her right into a job in trade magazines at 
Cahners Publishing. She started as a sec-

retary, working up to assistant editor and 
writer. She then moved into the financial 
sector, writing newsletters and prospectuses. 

However, she said, “I felt there was some-
thing else for me, something more.” So her 
career focus began to shift 
toward the environmental 
field amid growing concerns 
in the state about hazardous 
waste and landfill issues. 

Her first job in the envi-
ronmental field was with 
Governor Michael Dukakis, 
as “assistant to the assistant 
to the assistant of the legisla-
tive director,” she says with 
a smile. “But I liked it; it 
gave me an interest in law.”

During Governor William Weld’s admin-
istration, she worked for a state senator who 
was chair of the natural resources commit-
tee, going to Suffolk University at night to 
earn her law degree and graduating in 1994.

In her office is proof of lives past and 

present, including model railroad cars 
from her stint as assistant general man-
ager for environmental compliance with 
the Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority, photos and plaster handprints of 

her girls, along with maps 
of Greece and Ireland—
odes to her and her law-
yer husband’s heritage.

With the long hours she 
works, Bartlett admits that 
raising a family is a ques-
tion of balance. She and her 
husband make it a prior-
ity and find time to attend 
their daughters’ events.  

As for what’s next, 
Bartlett says she is fo-

cused on racing to the finish line with 
Governor Patrick, whose term ends in 
January, to get as much done as pos-
sible. She plans to stay involved in the 
environmental issues that are important 
to her wherever her path leads next. Q

Governor Deval Patrick swears in Maeve Vallely Bartlett ’80 as Massachusetts Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs on June 9, 2014.

She has seen 

firsthand the benefits 

of renewable 

energy as her 

office advocates 

for expanded 

solar and wind in 

Massachusetts.

ERIC HAYNES / GOvERNOR’S OFFICE
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Making LEAPS
Alums share experiences in new discussion series

Film and new media studies wasn’t 
a major at Wheaton College when 
David Mckinley ’93, Rachel Bowie ’04 
and Lisa Madison ’05 were students. 
But they all ended up with successful 
media careers, and their liberal arts 
education helped them get there.

The three graduates were back 
on campus last spring to talk 
about their experiences during 
Wheaton’s first LEAPS (Liberal 
Education And Professional 
Success) panel discussion. 
Sponsored by the Wheaton 
Institute for the Interdisciplinary 
Humanities (WIIH) and 
Wheaton’s film and new media 
studies program, LEAPS gives 
students insight into making 
the transition from liberal arts 
student to young professional.

These days, the value of a 
college education is often mea-
sured by how quickly graduates 
obtain gainful employment and 
how much they earn. But that 
assessment doesn’t account for 
the importance of education 
itself and how it can be ap-
plied to a rewarding career.

“We recognize that both of 
these [ways of measuring college 
value] are important, and we 
wanted to try to find a forum 
that would acknowledge that,” 
said Josh Stenger, associate pro-

fessor of film studies and English. 
“You need to have jobs that pay 
you enough to live the life you 
want when you’re out of here, 
but you shouldn’t be here if you 
also didn’t want an education.”

After graduating from 
Wheaton with a music de-
gree, Mckinley worked as a 
shantyman aboard a schooner 
in Maine, where he actu-
ally sang for his supper. He 
then dabbled in sales before 
a tech recruiter friend helped 
him get a job as a software 
developer and consultant.

“Here’s where the whole lib-
eral arts connection comes in,” 
Mckinley said. “It’s not about 
the fact that I knew a guy who 
knew a guy. It’s the fact that my 
very first job in tech was not 
about programming computers; 
it was not about being an expert 
in any one given technology. It 
was about talking to people.”

 Mckinley shared stories about 
flying in a private jet and work-
ing on a yacht with a helicopter 
pad, all part of his new career.

“I’ve done all this really cool 
stuff,” he said. “The reason I’ve 
done it is not that I was the best 

engineer in the room, although 
admittedly I’m pretty damn good 
at that stuff. It’s the fact that 
I’m able to present. I’m able to 
take business requirements and 
business talk and translate it into 
technical action and be a go-
between, and that’s something 
that liberal arts gives you that an 
engineering degree doesn’t.”

Mckinley, who now works 
as chief technology officer at 
Oomph, Inc. in Boston, said 
his Wheaton experience gave 
him another important gift: his 
wife. He met his wife, Leslie 
Badham Mckinley ’94, when he 
was a sophomore, and the two 
sang together in the chorale. 

Bowie studied sociology at 

Wheaton but knew from the 
start that she wanted a career 
in magazine publishing. That 
goal almost led her away from 
Wheaton when, as a freshman, 
she was accepted at Emerson 
College in Boston to study 
journalism. Her Wheaton English 
instructor, former Quarterly 
editor Jayne Iafrate, convinced 
Bowie to stay, saying that a 
liberal arts education would 
make her a better reporter.

“I am so thankful to this day 
that I took her advice and stayed 

David McKinley ’93

Read about how Rachel Bowie helped 
a Wheaton College student get an 
internship, page 9.
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at Wheaton,” Bowie said. “I 
ended up going to Emerson 
to get my master’s degree, but 
everything I do now involves 
skills I learned at Wheaton. 
You’re in an environment where 
you’re taught how to think. 
You’re taught how to ask the 
appropriate questions when 
you’re writing a story. That is so 
essential to everything I do.”

While at Emerson studying 
print journalism, Bowie landed 
an internship with Boston 
Common magazine, which later 
turned into a job. But Bowie 
felt she belonged in New York 

City, so she moved there after 
finishing her master’s degree, 
taking freelance assignments to 
make ends meet until she got a 
job. She now works as associ-
ate editor of digital editions for 
Good Housekeeping magazine. 

Inspired by her parents, who 
own and operate a winery in 
New Mexico, Madison has spent 
most of her career “purpose-
fully avoiding having a boss.” 
Three years ago, she co-founded 
a production company in 
New York City, Storykeep, 
which creates audio and video 
documentaries for families.

After graduating with an 
English degree, Madison ended 
up in Washington, D.C., where 
she worked as an administra-

tive assistant for the American 
Institute of Architects. She 
didn’t care for the job, and 
feeling directionless, thought 
back to her time at Wheaton.

“I remembered being down 
in the bowels of the library. 
Josh [Stenger] was teaching a 
class on [the film] ‘Gilda,’ and 
I was reading about the theory 
of film and totally having a blast 
over in my little corner of the 
library and realizing ... you can 
really do anything that you put 
your mind to,” Madison said.

She moved to New York, got a 
master’s degree in media studies 
at The New School, and began 
working on documentary films 
for nonprofits, developing a 

strategy for promoting small 
films through the same Web 
platform used in political 
campaigns. Through that work, 
she met her business partner, 
Jamie Yuenger, and eventu-
ally launched Storykeep.

Starting a business and con-
vincing clients to hire her has 
required a certain amount of 
what Madison calls “gumption.”

“People believe what 
you say you do, and then 
you do it to back it up,” 
she said. “I think Wheaton 
gave me that courage.” Q

—Becca Manning

Rachel Bowie ’04 Lisa Madison ’05
PHOTOS BY kEITH NORDSTROM

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Housing director empowers New York tenants
A New Yorker born and raised in Chinatown, 
English major Persephone Tan ’09 was fresh 
out of Wheaton College trying to decide 
her next move when she met NYC Council 
Member Margaret Chin at an immigration ral-
ly in Washington, D.C., in 2010. After talking 
with her and expressing her passion for issues 
related to the Asian American community, 
Tan realized that she wanted a career in pub-
lic service. Chin hired her to be a community 
organizer and policy analyst. Since then, 
Tan—who speaks three dialects of Chinese—
has worked her way up to become the coun-
cil member’s director of housing, assisting 
the 168,000 constituents Chin represents in 
Lower Manhattan with housing-related issues. 
“My focus is on the Chinese population,” Tan 
says. “Since I grew up in Chinatown, I speak 
the language and understand the community 
needs and the cultural norms. There are some 
Chinese-speaking tenants who know when 
they are being harassed by the landlord and 
there are those, English-speaking or not, who 
are just unaware of what their tenants’ rights 
are.” With her hard-earned title in hand, Tan 
is honing her skills even further as a newly 
selected member of the Coro Immigrant Civic 
Leadership Program in New York. This fall, 
she began an intensive study on how to be an 
effective leader and better the community in 
which she works. We caught up with Tan to 
talk to her about her job and the fellowship, 
and how Wheaton played a part in it all.

A fast-paced day: “Office hours are 10 
to 6, but we almost never leave on time. 
My workday is all about problem solving. I 
have a lot of meetings with developers and 
housing advocates—anyone who wants to 
see more affordable housing in our district. 
I’m also working directly with constituents. 
For example, for one of my current cases, 
I’m organizing tenants in a building that has 
a slumlord. He’s trying to buy out the rent-
stabilized tenants and harass non-English 
speakers. My job is to find ways to educate 
tenants so they know about their rights.”

Saying yes to Coro: “To apply, you have to 
propose a community project that you plan 
to implement during your time in the pro-

gram, which is six to nine months. My proj-
ect is to organize a community resource fair 
so that my constituents know about the free 
resources that are available to them. A lot of 
people don’t know about existing resources, 
and the groups that get taken advantage of 
the most are non-English speakers and immi-
grants. That’s why I applied. I want to help.” 

FInding balance: “My work can be a 24-
hour job if I let it. I have a BlackBerry and 
I’m always on the clock. But I’m learning 
to take care of myself, too. If there’s a real 
emergency, [our constituents] have to call 
911. Still, sometimes there are extreme 
emergencies we can’t control. During 
Hurricane Sandy, our whole district was 
blacked out. I was working 12- to 15-hour 
days for two weeks straight, seven days a 
week. Non-English speakers don’t know what 
the process is for getting help. My role is to 

help them communicate and gain access.” 
Wheaton matters: “As a student, I was 

part of the Student Government Association 
as chair of the Intercultural Board. I was 
studying abroad in Beijing during my junior 
year and ran for office from overseas. One 
of my big initiatives as chair was planning 
an activities fair to give Intercultural Board 
groups a chance to promote themselves 
and spread awareness of their efforts on 
campus. It’s funny—what I’m doing in Coro 
is the big real-life version of Wheaton.” 

Best advice: “With your career, I’ve 
learned it’s good to take risks. If an oppor-
tunity arises to do something, take it. You 
don’t get many chances to say yes. After 
graduation, everyone is still trying to figure 
out what to do and how to get ahead. It’s 
Ok if you don’t have all the answers.” Q

—Rachel Bowie ’04
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Shared vision
Recent grad brings tape art to the public 

As a studio art minor at Wheaton, Leah Smith ’14 
worked in many mediums—pencil, ink, charcoal, 
paint. But for her first job after graduation, Smith 
uses just one: tape.

At Tape Art, a small company 
based in Providence, R.I., Smith 
helps produce large-scale murals and 
run corporate art workshops. The 
murals, which are drawn on the sides 
of public buildings and spaces, are 
created entirely from painter’s tape.

“I like the fact that it’s always 
something new,” Smith said of the 
job. “When I was at Wheaton, I 
was involved in a lot of different 
things, like sports and music and 
research, and it occupied differ-
ent parts of my mind and got me 
to think in different ways. I was 
afraid that I was going to go to work and 
be in a place where it was just about one 
thing. I like the fact that I’m at a small place 
where I can get my hands into everything.”

The Wheaton alumna met Tape Art 
founder Michael Townsend three years 
ago and began collaborating with him on 

other art projects. While studying in Hong 
kong the fall semester of her senior year, 
Smith met up with Townsend for a few Tape 
Art projects, such as teaching art students 
at a high school and leading a corporate 
workshop at a General Electric office.

“We get people in the room together and 
give them a prompt, and the idea is to teach 

leadership and collaborative drawing. It’s a 
nice way to make everyone a beginner,” Smith 
said of the workshops. “Tape is something 
that no one has experience with, so everyone 
has to rely on each other to figure it out.”

Creation of a Tape Art mural begins with 
the team’s review of the space where they 
will be drawing—they are either commis-
sioned to do a piece somewhere or they find 
a space they’d like to draw in and request 
permission. There are no sketches or concrete 
plans for a mural; instead, the creators have 
a short conversation and then get to work.

Despite all the work that goes into them, 
tape murals don’t stay around for long. A piece 
that takes several weeks to complete might 
be taken down as soon as 24 hours later.

“It becomes special to the people who 
were there at that time, a shared experience 
in the seeing of it made and of it disappear-
ing again,” Smith said. “The idea is that you 
can transform spaces and show people the 
different possibilities for spaces without 
making one possibility the only possibility.”

As for whether her future lies in tape art, 
Smith said she’s open to many possibilities.

“I enjoy creative problem solving, and I 
think tape art speaks to that because you 
wind up in different spaces and you have to 
figure out ways to engage with the spaces. 
You can’t just draw on 8 1/2-by-11 white pa-
per all the time,” she said. “It’s special prob-
lem solving in a way that really excites me.” Q

—Becca Manning

Leah Smith ’14 in Hong Kong

Making a mural in Hong Kong

Drawing, below, at the Worcester Art Museum, 2014
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Guidelines
Upcoming Deadlines

Spring 2015:  Jan. 6, 2015
Summer 2015: March 10, 2015
Fall 2015: June 23, 2015
Winter 2016:  Sept. 29, 2015

These deadlines apply to class 
secretaries and their columns. 
Submissions from classmates should 
be made directly to class secretaries 
before these deadlines. 

We cannot guarantee the 
publication of class notes received 
after the deadline as production 
schedules and resources require 
strict deadline compliance.

Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints 
(made from a negative) or digital 
photos can be submitted to the 
Quarterly for publication. 

Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be 
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6 
inches or larger and 300 dpi. 
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG 
and email it as an attachment to 
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.

How to Submit Class Notes

Email: Email your notes to  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. 
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)

By fax: (508) 286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still 
welcome at our door. You may mail 
columns or your news to:

Class Notes 
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College 
Norton, MA 02766 

Questions? 
We are here to help tackle any 
questions, concerns or problems that 
come up as you work on your class 
notes. 

News about members of classes that 
are not listed or do not have a class 
secretary may be submitted to the 
Wheaton Quarterly, preferably by email.

CLASS NOTES

Stay connected to the latest 
Wheaton news
Join us on 

  Facebook.com/WheatonCollege 

and follow us on Twitter  

 @wheaton
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Spooktacular expert
For most children, the excite-
ment of Halloween stems from 
the enormous amounts of candy 
dropped into their trick-or-treat 
bags—later to be strewn across 
the living room floor, counted 
and eaten. But for Lesley 
Bannatyne ’75, Halloween was 
about more than just feeding 
her sweet tooth as a child. 

“I loved the surreal quality of 
the night. The candy was good, 
but the costumes and being out 
after dark with complete free-
dom was absolutely magical.” 

Thanks to a creative father, 
her costumes went beyond 
the norm. She was Cleopatra, 
a firecracker, and once, along 
with her brother, a pair of dice. 

With childhood memories 
like these, it is no wonder that 
Bannatyne pursued the research 
of Halloween when the opportu-
nity presented itself. Today, she 
is a nationally recognized expert.

She has published five 
Halloween-focused books. She 
has appeared on the History 
Channel and has contributed to 
Time magazine, Slate, National 
Geographic, and the World Book 
Encyclopedia. She even helped 
to achieve 
the Guinness 
World Record 
for the larg-
est Halloween 
gathering—a title 
held until 2009. 

“The nic-
est people in 
the world are 
the Halloween 
people,” says 
Lesley of her jack-o’-lantern-
loving cohorts. “The people who 

build those horrible monsters, the 
people who build the haunted 
houses, create the collectible art, 
and the costume makers. They 

are imaginative, 
they are creative, 
and they share 
this certain dark 
aesthetic that’s kind 
of intriguing.”

Bannatyne 
always knew that 
she wanted to be a 
writer. After major-
ing in English at 
Wheaton, she took 

a slight detour from the writer’s 
life she had imagined and wrote 

performance pieces for a theater 
company. It was almost 30 years 
later that she began to cut back 
on the theater and focus on 
freelancing when she received 
a phone call from her freshman-
year roommate, Margaret “Meg” 
Ruley ’75, a literary agent at 
the Jane Rotrosen Agency. 

“She told me her agency was 
shopping around holiday books 
and wanted to know if I would 
like to submit a proposal.” 

Intrigued, Lesley asked which 
holidays were left. Election 
Day and Halloween. It was 
an easy choice. Halloween: 
An American Holiday, an 
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American History, which took 
her three years to research 
and write, will celebrate 25 
years in print in 2015. 

So what’s it like to be 
one of the foremost ex-
perts on Halloween? 

“You are the go-to girl for 
October,” says Lesley of doing 
interviews for radio and maga-
zines. “Though it’s only quiet 
until March, because that’s when 
major magazines start figuring 
out their Halloween issue. There’s 
also a convention season that 
lasts from March until August.”

Along with being a Halloween 
expert, Bannatyne is the manag-
ing communications coordi-
nator at Harvard University’s 
Department of Music. Because 
the bulk of her job involves writ-
ing—newsletters and publicity 
material—finding the balance 
between her writing life and 
Harvard life is very important. 

“I’ve always worked part 
time or freelanced. Because of 
that, I had the time to do the 
writing and research. My brain 
goes down with the sun.” 

Currently, she is working 
on a book of short stories 
and has other holiday proj-
ects—but insists that she 
will not be giving up on 
Halloween anytime soon. 

Luckily for Bannatyne, 
she doesn’t have to leave 
Halloween at the door when 
she comes to work. “One of 
the best things about the music 
department is that Halloween 
is a big holiday. Incoming stu-
dents are told in their welcome 
packet, ‘We dress up.’” Q

—Megan Countey Marguiles ’03

Sharon Callahan earns award for 
business leadership
Sharon Callahan ’84 was honored with 
the Women’s Venture Fund’s Highest 
Leaf Award in New York City on June 
4. The award is given to a woman 
who has demonstrated excellent busi-
ness leadership and made an outstand-
ing contribution to her industry. 

Callahan is the CEO of LLNS, a healthcare 
communications company based in New 
York City. For 25 years, she has worked in 
the field of healthcare communications, 
helping clients to integrate multiple chan-
nels of communication in order to cre-
ate as seamless a message as possible.

Prior to joining LLNS, Callahan, an English 
major at Wheaton, was president of Summit 
Grey, an interactive agency born out of a company she co-founded, the Summit Group. 

She has twice served as president of the Healthcare Businesswomen’s 
Association, where she developed its corporate sponsorship and Rising Star pro-
grams and was recognized with the association’s Star Volunteer Award.

“We continue to be inspired by Sharon’s tenacity to making a difference in the lives of 
other women in business,” said Laurie Cooke, CEO of the Healthcare Businesswomen’s 
Association. “We look to Sharon as a role model who continues to mentor, moti-
vate and encourage women in the field of healthcare to achieve success.” Q

Your gift. Your way.

Every life has stages.
Wheaton has a gift plan for every one. Planning 
for and protecting your future includes 
thoughtful gift planning throughout your life. 
During your later years, for example, you might 
consider establishing a charitable gift annuity 
that will benefit you or your loved ones in your 
lifetime, and then future generations of Wheaton 
students.

Find out more about how you can give for the 
future right now. Call the Office of Gift Planning 
at 508-286-3459 or online at wheatoncollege.
edu/gift-planning.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Fast friends
The August issue of Runner’s World 
featured Maeghan “Megan” Kelly Kossar 
’93 in an article titled “Running Friends 
Are Friends with Benefits,” about how 
running with friends who are faster can 
improve your speed. kossar, a former 
member of the Wheaton field hockey 
and track and field teams, is a member 
of an elite team of San Francisco-based 
female runners called the Impalas. 

The group was founded in 1979, and 
members currently range in age from 18 to 
72. The article says that the Impalas “are 
legendary in Bay Area running circles.” 

kossar has been a part of the group 
since 2012. “Since joining the team, 
I’ve placed third in my age group 
for two half-marathons, with the 
best time of 1:34:00,” she said.

The Impalas follow the notion of “social 
facilitation,” the idea that people perform 
better when others are around them. Many of 
the members of the Impalas have greatly im-
proved their times in various running events 
after joining the group, including kossar. 

“Each race is a new challenge,” said 
kossar, who joined the track team at 
Wheaton in the spring semester of her 
senior year for that very reason. 

She met the writer of the Runner’s World 
article at the 2012 Rock ‘n’ Roll San Jose 
Marathon. “Due to my enthusiasm for 
her running, she joined my team,” kossar 
said. “So, I always say it pays to be nice.”

kossar was a sociology major and 
education minor at Wheaton. She said 
she was greatly influenced by Professor 

of Sociology John Grady, who encour-
aged her to write her senior thesis, 
which was selected for honors. 

“He believed in my idealism 
and he respected it,” she said. 

After graduating from Wheaton, kossar 
went to Columbia University and received 
a master’s degree in social work. She is 
currently a licensed clinical social worker, 
and is board-certified to practice psycho-
therapy in New York and California. 

Since 2001, she has worked with an 
outpatient treatment team that provides 
counseling, support and crisis intervention 
to veterans. She won an award in 2012 from 
the San Francisco branch of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs for her work with a 

Vietnam veteran who suffered from severe 
post-traumatic stress disorder and was at 
risk of homelessness due to a foreclosure. 

kossar now has a daughter and a 
son, both of whom are athletes.

Throughout it all, she has continued to 
run, and now does so with a strong support 
base, thanks to the Impalas. “The team 
has been a solid group of women who 
embrace the strength and pain it takes to 
be the best you can be,” she said. Q

—Adam Kilduff ’16 
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Boston Globe shines spotlight on 
Adara Meyers’s play 
Adara Meyers ’08 has been featured in the 
Boston Globe for her play Talk To At Me, 
which the paper described as a “tour de 
force,” praising her “zany, satirical script.” 

The play is a humorous, socially poi-
gnant look at a large number of con-
temporary issues and their subsequent 
coverage in the media. “I began writing 
Talk To At Me as an absurdist response 
to the media’s rapid-fire coverage of the 
global recession, the Deepwater Horizon 
[BP] oil spill and protests throughout Arab 
countries, to name just a few,” she said. 

Meyers is the managing director of 
Sleeping Weazel, the Boston-based 
experimental multimedia theater com-
pany that presented the play. She is also 
a playwright and producer for the com-
pany, which was founded in 1998. 

Meyers grew up with a proclivity toward 
theater and live performance, but did 
not consider writing plays until taking  
Playwright-in-Residence and Professor of 

English Charlotte Meehan’s “Playwriting: 
Form and Craft” course during her sopho-
more year at Wheaton. She also took 
“Advanced Playwriting” with Meehan, 
writing a play called Snapped Cables. 

“At the end of college, I decided I had no 
choice but to keep writing plays,” Meyers said.

She continues to write for Sleeping 
Weazel, along with the company’s artis-
tic director and founder. The director’s 
name? Charlotte Meehan, of course.

“I’ve happily discovered that it’s the 
kind of work that starts out in a very 
personal space and grows into a collabora-
tive process that reveals many surprising 
and intimate perspectives,” Meyers said.

Sleeping Weazel puts on a variety of 
different productions, including multi-
media theater, interdisciplinary installa-
tions, and performance, music, poetry 
and video/audio-related events. 

Meyers considers her Wheaton education 
invaluable. “That kind of education—one 

that honors scholarly inquiry as much as it 
does transformative social justice—is truly 
special and never stops deepening my em-
pathy and drive to dream big,” she said. Q

—Adam Kilduff ’16

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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1935
Martha Case Knowles, 99, died on 
September 29. Martha was born in 
Chicago and moved to Lakewood, 
Ohio, as a toddler. Pursuing an inter-
est in art, she attended the Cleveland 
Institute of Art and then went on to 
Wheaton College. On June 26, 1935, 
Martha married Robert knowles. 
Together they had nine children.

1936
Janet Barton, 99, died on October 
10. She was born in Flint, Mich. She 
was a world traveler, and enjoyed 
birding, photography, gardening, 
bowling, golfing, reading and knitting. 
She was a lifelong member of the 
Congregational Church in Dalton at 
which she was the head of the Sunday 
school for many years. Janet worked 
for General Electric, where she was a 
talented draftswoman. 

1938
Dorothy Spencer Chase, 97, died 
on August 13 at home surrounded 
by family. She was born in Holyoke, 
Mass. Dorothy was raised in Holyoke 
and lived there until she moved to 
South Hadley in 2003. She was an 
active member of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church and served on their board 
of trustees. She was a frequent vol-
unteer in the community and served 
on many boards, including for the 
Junior League of Holyoke, Forestdale 
Cemetery and Loomis House. In 
1958, she founded the St. Paul’s 
Nursery School, which served the 
community for more than 50 years. 

1940
Natalie Fairchild Clark, 96, died 
on June 22. Natalie was born in 
Reading, Mass. In 1939, Natalie 
sailed for Geneva, Switzerland, to 
attend a French-speaking immersion 
school. Amid the rumblings of war, 
the proprietors of the school fled, 
abandoning their pupils. Natalie 
joined four other students, includ-
ing Eugene Clark, who bicycled 
across France and the Netherlands 
to Rotterdam, where they caught the 
last passenger ship home before war 
broke out across Europe. In 1942, she 
married Eugene Clark and moved to 
Washington, D.C., where she was 
a secretary in top-secret radar re-
search. In 1957, Natalie moved from 
Delaware, Ohio, to Pullman, Wash., 
with her family. Natalie was very ac-
tive in the League of Women Voters 
for more than 60 years, holding 
various positions, including a state 
office. For more than 40 years she 
gained recognition as a Red Cross 
volunteer. 

Adria Virginia Ferguson, 95, of 
Sarasota, Fla., formerly of New York 
and Connecticut, passed away at 
home on Nov. 11, 2013.

1943
Pauline Campbell Carlisle, of Bangor, 
Maine, passed away in her home on 
August 2. She worked in the Army 
Signal Corps in Washington, D.C., 
during the final two and a half years 
of World War II. After, she returned 
to Bangor, where she worked for a 
year at the Merrill Trust and Banking 
Company before her marriage to 
Norman Carlisle in November of 1946. 

1944
Charlotte Nisbet Schell, of Acton, 
Mass., died on August 1. She earned a 
degree in mathematics from Wheaton. 
During World War II, she served as a 
lieutenant junior grade in the Navy, 
working in cryptography. After the war, 
she worked at MIT until she married 
Francis Schell. She dedicated the next 
22 years to raising their seven children. 
She taught at St. Isidore’s kindergarten 
in Stow, Mass., and was a teacher’s 
aide in the Concord, Mass., elementary 
schools, then worked for 22 years at the 
MIT Lincoln Laboratory, as a computer 
programmer, on cruise missile detection 
systems and aircraft collision avoidance. 

Dorothy Crounse Lauriat, 92, died on 
September 14. The daughter of Cyrus 
Crounse and Ruth Bamer Crounse, she 
was born in Albany, N.Y. She attended 
the Albany Academy for Girls. While 
working at a Boston bank, Dorothy met 
law student George Lauriat. Dorothy 
and George were married in 1947 
and then moved to Southwest Harbor, 
Maine. Dorothy was an energetic 
mother whose four children remember 
her love for family outings at the shore, 
creative toys and excellent literature. 
After George’s passing in 1970, Dorothy 
worked in the Southwest Harbor tax 
assessor’s office and volunteered many 
hours at St. John’s Episcopal Church. 
She was known for her keen intellect 
and zest for learning. 

1945
Eleanor Mann Kelly, 91, of 
Westborough, Mass., formerly of 
Sudbury, passed away on August 3, 
at the Beaumont Skilled Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center. She was the wife 

of the late Joseph kelly. Born in Staten 
Island, N.Y., she received a degree in 
psychology from Wheaton. Eleanor 
worked as an activities director and 
social worker at Sudbury Pines Nursing 
Center. She was also a self-employed 
potter for many years at her home 
in Bremen, Maine. In addition to her 
pottery, she created beautiful paintings 
and prints, and she also played the 
guitar and sang. 

1947
Mary King Craig died on July 8 at the 
age of 88. She earned an elementary-
education degree from Wheaton, 
taught kindergarten, and retired in 
1950 to become a full-time mom 
and homemaker. The Craigs moved 
to Longboat key, Fla., in 2012 to be 
closer to family. Mary passed away at 
the Pines of Sarasota rehab center. 

Margaret “Peggy” Marion Hoagland, 
of Venice, Fla., died on July 10, at 
Chester River Manor in Chestertown, 
Pa. She was 90. Peggy was born in 
Quincy, Mass. She was married to 
Everett Hoagland, who predeceased 
her in 2012. 

1949
Gertrude Lehr Thibeault, 86, of 
Attleboro, Mass., formerly of Norton, 
Mass., passed away on October 22, at 
Sturdy Memorial Hospital in Attleboro. 
She was married to Donald Thibeault 
for 57 years until his death on July 5, 
2007. Gertrude grew up in Norton and 
was a graduate of Norton High School. 
Gertrude spent a long career in bank-
ing at Bristol County Savings Bank. 
Following retirement, she worked 
part time at Raschel’s in Foxboro, 
Mass. She was a longtime parishioner 
of St. Mary’s Church in Norton and 
was a member of the former Catholic 
Women’s Club. She treasured the 
times spent with her family, especially 
with her grandchildren. 

1952
Constance Russell Eppel, of 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, Mass., died 
on September 19. She was married to 
William Eppel.

1953
Frances Boal Corrington, 82, of 
Lexington, Va., died on September 5 at 
her home. She was born in Evanston, 
Ill. Frances graduated from Wheaton 
with a degree in biology and, in 1953, 
married her high school sweet-
heart, Richard Corrington. Frances 
and Richard lived in California, 
Connecticut, New York, Illinois and 
Virginia before moving to Lexington 
in 1978, where Frances continued her 
successful business of building and 
marketing specialty clocks to gift shops 
and craft vendors. She eventually re-
placed that venture with one of almost 
full-time community service. Frances 
served on a national committee for 
the Audubon Society, volunteered 
at Stonewall Jackson Hospital, was a 
founding member of Lime kiln Theater, 
sang in the community chorus, as-
sisted in productions at the Henry 
Street Playhouse, and was a founding 
board member and ardent supporter of 
Project Horizon.

1955
Thekla Fitzpatrick died on April 11. 
Thekla graduated from Wheaton with 
a major in French, and was elected to 
Phi Beta kappa, graduating magna cum 
laude. She then attended Middlebury 
College and majored in French. She 
lived in France, for a year. She taught 
English for speakers of other languages 
for about 10 years and also taught 
French at the Be Ye kind One to 
Another Senior Center.

Shirley Clark Warden, 79, passed 
away on May 21, at Springs Village in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. Shirley was 
born in Newport, R.I., and gradu-
ated from Wheaton with a degree in 
social work. Following graduation, 
she worked as a social worker in 
Manchester, N.H., and then in 1957 
accepted a similar position in Fitchburg, 
Mass. Shirley pursued a master’s degree 
in psychology at Boston University. She 
then went on to work at the Chapel 
Hill–Chauncy Hall School in Waltham, 
Mass., where she was a housemother 
in one of the dormitories. Later, Shirley 
became the assistant headmaster of 
the school and co-director of the 
school’s summer program—a position 
she shared with her husband, Ronald 
Warden. Shirley and Ronald were 
married in the spring of 1961. In June of 
1968, the family moved to Waterbury, 
Conn., where Shirley worked as a col-
lege counselor at St. Margaret’s School 
(currently Chase Collegiate School). 
After a few more destinations, she 
moved back to Colorado Springs, Colo., 
in 2001 to be closer to her children and 
grandchildren. 

1956 
Beverly Johnson Armstrong, 79, of 
Plainville, Mass., passed away on 
March 3, at Sturdy Memorial Hospital 

IN MEMORIAM

Thomas Loser
Thomas Loser, father of Lesley 
Loser Johnston ’70 and founder 
of the Mary Bloor Loser ’42 
Concert Series, died at the age 
of 93 in October. The concert 
series was established in 1987 to 
honor Thomas’s late wife, Mary 
Bloor Loser, who had a love for 
music and for her alma mater. 
Every year, the concert series 
brings to campus major musical 
performances from top musicians 
throughout the world. Artists 

who have performed in the con-
cert series over the decades in-
clude Yo-Yo Ma, Roberta Peters 
and Bobby McFerrin. Thomas 
was married to his surviving 
wife, Carol. Thomas worked in 
the rubber industry, co-founding 
Wyrough & Loser, a rubber 
chemicals company, in 1953. 
He became sole owner of the 
company in 1968, and remained 
as president until the sale of the 
business in 1987.
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in Attleboro, Mass. She was the wife 
of William Armstrong Jr., to whom 
she was married on Aug. 18, 1956, 
in Swampscott, Mass. Born in Lynn, 
Mass., she was employed as a first-
grade teacher at Plainville Elementary 
School from 1956 to 1958. Beverly’s 
faith was very important to her, and 
the Second Congregational Church in 
Attleboro was like a second home. 

1959
Sally Mohrfeld VanDen Bossche, 
79, of Ashaway, R.I., and formerly 
of Norton, Mass., died on July 16. 
She was married to Joseph VanDen 
Bossche, who died in February. 
She graduated from Wheaton with 
a degree in English literature. After 
writing for newspapers in New Jersey 
and Massachusetts, she spent a year 
in Paris, France, where she wrote 
columns for the American Weekend, 
an English language newspaper. She 
returned to the U.S. in 1960 and 
was employed by Wheaton College 
in public relations. Sally opened an 
antiques shop in her house in Norton 
in March of 1969 and operated the 
business there with considerable suc-
cess until 1977. The VanDen Bossche 
family moved to Ashaway, R.I., in 
August of 1977. Sally opened a shop 
in the old Turnbull Store and did busi-
ness there in the late 1970s and early 
1980s. For several years in the 1980s, 
she wrote a column on antiques for 
the Westerly Sun. Sally continued to 
exhibit at antiques shows under the 
business name of Ashaway Antiques 
until retiring from active participation 
in the shows in 2012. Her son, kris, 
joined his mother in the antiques busi-
ness in 2000 and took over Ashaway 
Antiques in 2013.

1960
Susan Miller Ballentine, 76, died 
on September 2, at her home in 
Palm Beach, Fla. She married James 
Ballentine Jr., in 1962 and lived in 
New York City; Richmond, Va.; 
Laguna Niguel, Calif.; Wayzata, 
Minn.; and Ho-Ho-kus, N.J. She was 
a permanent resident of Palm Beach 
for 15 years. Susan was a prolific 
painter and was active in the Garden 
Club of Palm Beach, the National 
Society of Colonial Dames, and 
Opportunity Inc., where she taught 
art to underprivileged children. She 
also was a member of the Bath and 
Tennis Club, the Everglades Club, 
the Society of the Four Arts and the 
Colony Club of New York City.

1961
Sandra Barson Kravet died on 
October 31. Born and raised in 
Hartford, Conn., she was married to 
David kravet. Sandra devoted much of 
her time to her children and grand-
children. After graduating from Saint 
Joseph’s University, Sandra became a 
teacher in the Hartford school system. 

She took time off to raise her children, 
and then she began a second career 
with Aetna, where she became a su-
pervisor. After retiring from Aetna, she 
co-founded Grayling Associates Inc., 
and worked with her family as a cor-
porate financial officer there. Sandra 
gave to her community and was past 
president of the National Council of 
Jewish Women, an active member of 
the Saint Joseph’s Alumni Association, 
and served on the education commit-
tee at the Farmington Valley Jewish 
Congregation.

1964
Catherine Hilmer Mitchell died on 
September 10, in Alexandria, Va. She 
was born in Washington, D.C., and 
attended Georgetown Day School, 
Leland Junior High School and gradu-
ated from Sidwell Friends School in 
1960. After Wheaton, she com-
pleted her law degree at Georgetown 
University Law Center in 1981. In 
1966 she married Edward Mitchell and 
had two daughters, Jennifer and Sarah. 
Catherine worked as an attorney and 
was a small business owner.

1968
Elaine Klimek Brandt, 68, died 
on June 24, at Nantucket Cottage 
Hospital in Nantucket, Mass. She was 
born in Middletown, Conn., and grew 
up in Wethersfield, Conn. At Wheaton 
she majored in art history. She mar-
ried William Brandt Jr., on Aug. 10, 
1968.  They lived in Hanover, N.H., 
and in Boise, Idaho, before moving 
to Winchester, Va., in 1973. Elaine 
taught elementary school before her 
two daughters were born and was 
very engaged in the local community. 
She was an active member of the 
Winchester-Clarke Garden Club and 
served as a flower-arranging judge 

for the Garden Club of virginia and 
the Garden Club of America. She 
had previously served on the boards 
of directors of Powhatan School, 
Healthy Families, Blandy Experimental 
Farm, Long Branch Plantation and 
Westminster-Canterbury.

1970
Marianne Hoffman Tukey, 66, of 
Charlestown, Mass., died on June 21, 
at Rhode Island Hospital. She was 
married to Paul Tukey for 43 years. 
Marianne was born in Princeton, 
N.J. A superbly gifted and passionate 
teacher of young children, Marianne 
taught at North Broward Day School 
in Deerfield Beach, Fla; at Rocky 
Hill School in East Greenwich, 
Conn.; and for 31 years at South 
County Montessori School in North 
kingstown, R.I.

1976
Eugenie “Jane” Case Connall died on 
April 5. She was the beloved wife of 
Desmond Connall Jr. 

1981 
Lisa Donnelly Fournier, 54, died on 
August 13, at Philip Hulitar Inpatient 
Center, in Providence, R.I. She was 
married to Joseph Fournier. Born in 
Attleboro, Mass., she had lived in 
Lincoln, Mass., for the past 23 years. 
Lisa was a precious metals trader 
for Fleet Bank and later for Bank of 
America for 25 years, retiring in 2007. 
She was a graduate of Bishop Feehan 
High School. She was actively in-
volved in the Parents and Community 
Together group at Lincoln High School. 

1991
Karen Ahmed, 45, died on August 23. 
She graduated from Wheaton with 
a degree in American studies. She 
worked in the Los Angeles music in-

dustry, rising from telephone attendant 
to vice president before returning to 
the Northwest. Most recently, her or-
ganizational and business skills made 
her an invaluable personal assistant.

Friends
Hilda Mason, former professor of 
physical education, in September

Geoffrey Moran, husband of Grace 
Baron, professor of psychology, 
emerita, in September

Relatives
1944 James Marsh, husband of Doris 
“Darcy” Bagger Marsh, in May

1944 Francis Schell, husband of 
Charlotte Nisbet Schell, in October 
2013

1945 George Rollins, husband of 
Madeline Nickerson Rollins, in March

1945 Joseph kelly Jr., husband of 
Eleanor Mann kelly, in April

1947 John Yates, husband of Nancy 
Bates Yates, in February

1952 R. Gordon McGovern, husband 
of Judy Merrow McGovern, in August

1953 Robert kendall Jr., husband of 
Patricia Palmer kendall, in August

1961 Thomas Flagg, husband of Terry 
Stratton Flagg, in June

1961 John Butler, husband of Joan 
Hammitt Butler, in May

1970 Rose Stone, mother of Ellen 
Stone Goodman, in September

1970 Marjorie Elton, mother of 
Donna Elton Hess, in October

1970 Thomas Loser, father of Lesley 
Loser Johnston, in October

1974 Donald Johnson, husband of 
Barbara Beesley Johnson, in February

1974 William Rodgers, father of 
Harriet Rodgers-Paine, in September

1975 Ted Morhart, husband of Ellen 
Brophy Morhart, in May

1977 Martha Coffey, mother of 
Martha “Muffy” Burman Emilio, in 
September

1981 Marcia Decatur, mother of 
Mary “Molly” Decatur Precopio, in 
August

1984 Anthony McAlear Jr., father of 
Robin McAlear, in August

1986 Anthony McAlear Jr., father of 
Ellen “Terry” McAlear Cockey, in 
August

1988 Susan Miller Ballentine ’60, 
mother of Mary Ballentine, in 
September

2007 Paul Conneely, husband of 
Hailey Stuart Conneely, in October 
2013

R. Gordon McGovern
R. Gordon McGovern, Trustee 
Emeritus and husband of Judy 
Merrow McGovern ’52 died, 
on August 19, at the age of 87. 
Gordon rose up the ranks at 
Pepperidge Farm, hired initially 
as a management trainee in 1956, 
even sweeping the company 
floors. Gordon worked all the 
way up the corporate ladder to 
an appointment as president of 
Pepperidge Farm in 1968. He was 
later named president and CEO of 
parent company, Campbell Soup, 
in 1980, and held that position for 
nine years until his retirement. As 
an executive of one of the leading 
food production companies in 
the world, Gordon was nationally 
regarded for his forward-looking 
approach to management, bring-

ing many new products to the 
Campbell’s Soup line, and for 
supporting working families by 
instituting a child care program 
at the company while at the 
helm. Appointed as a Wheaton 
trustee in 1976, he also helped 
to lead technological innovation 
at Wheaton in his years on the 
board. Connected to Wheaton 
through his wife, he was an 
honorary member of the Class of 
1952, and was even elected class 
president for a time. A dedicated 
and committed supporter of the 
college, Gordon led efforts to 
develop a new computer program, 
to build and equip an increasingly 
competitive athletics program, and 
to enhance the student experience 
on campus. 
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Discovering 
Wheaton 
community a 
continent away

By Alexandra Levy ’07 

For three years, katherine Rozakis-
Wojciechowski and I lived within one 
mile of each other on campus at Wheaton, 
spent countless hours in the same library, 
and shared laughs with friends at Emerson 
Dining Hall. Yet, it wasn’t until we left 
the country to live in London 
that we would officially 
meet. And it wasn’t until after 
we graduated that we both 
realized the true salience of 
the Wheaton community.

In 2012 we met in London 
at a biannual Wheaton 
alumnae/i event at the home 
of Monique Lee Bahadur ’80 and 
developed a close friendship 
over our common connections. 
Although our Wheaton experi-
ences were quite different in terms of class-
es, we both had found an inspiring mentor 
in Daniel Golden (former dean of career 
advising at Wheaton), who very much 
influenced where we are today. Both of our 
families spend summers in Maine within 
10 miles of each other, and we both chose 
to attend graduate school in London (after 
spending time abroad during our Wheaton 
years), a clear divergence from our cozy 
campus in Norton, Mass. A love of travel 
and curiosity in other cultures has always 
been a common thread in our friendship. 

Together, with another Wheaton alumna, 
Genevieve Scoville ’08, whom we each 
knew at Wheaton (and reconnected with 
here in London at different Wheaton events), 
we have formed our own little urban family. 

Our friendship has taken the three 
of us traveling all over Europe and 
last winter it led katherine and me on 
an adventure. On Feb. 23, 2014, we 
climbed Mount kilimanjaro (the “roof 

of Africa”) in Tanzania—for the fun and 
challenge of it, and for a good cause. 

At 19,341 feet, kilimanjaro is Africa’s 
highest freestanding mountain and one 
of the seven continental summits that 
people from all over the world attempt 
to reach. We tackled this challenge 
with a group of 30 people that included 
katherine’s husband and my mother.

Climbing Mount kilimanjaro demanded 
commitment and the right training part-
ners. For nearly 10 months we prepared 
our bodies for the physical challenge of the 
six-day trek (which would be nine hours of 
walking per day and 13 on summit night). 

Through our many travels around the 
world and education at Wheaton, katherine 
and I both understand the significance 
of giving back. In this spirit, I embarked 
on the climb to raise money for a char-
ity called Room to Read, which seeks to 
transform the lives of millions of children 
in Asia and Africa by focusing on literacy 
and gender equality in education. 

Founded on the belief that “world change 
starts with educated children,” Room to 
Read works in collaboration with local 
communities, partner organizations and 
governments to develop literacy skills and a 
habit of reading among primary school chil-

dren and to ensure girls have the skills and 
support needed to complete their secondary 
education. The money I raised in advance 
of the climb was donated to a school in 
Tanzania, as I wanted to give back to a 
community that I had a connection with.

After spending many months raising 
money, I have now become very in-
volved in the London chapter of Room to 
Read and look forward to going to see a 
Room to Read funded school someday. 

katherine and I often share the wish to 
revisit our college days and connect on 
campus together, but we have come to the 
realization that our Wheaton friendships can 
extend beyond Norton, Mass., and for this, 
we consider ourselves very fortunate. Q

Alexandra Levy ’07, an art history major from 
Albuquerque, N.M., works as an export sales 
manager at Thames & Hudson, an illustrated 
book publisher in London. Katherine Rozakis-
Wojciechowski ’06, a psychology major origi-
nally from Somerville, Mass., currently works as 
an advisory consultant at EY in London. 

At camp with Mount Kilimanjaro in the background 
(above), Bartosz Wojciechowski, Katherine Rozakis-
Wojciechowski ’06 and Alexandra Levy ’07; pictured 
left, Rozakis-Wojciechowski and Levy on top of Mount 
Kilimanjaro



Learn how you can give for the future right now. 
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or  
visit online at wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning.

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. 
My way.

Annsley Chapman Strong ’69 
Co-founder and consultant, Strong Studio Designs

Celebrating Children honoree, with George Strong Jr., Dodger Stadium, 2014

Married 40 years to George Strong Jr., mother of four, grandmother of seven 

“I grew up at Wheaton. It was my first ‘solo’ venture. My family and community had 
provided my foundations and guideposts, but Wheaton exposed me to real-life 
challenges and the tools to navigate them. It was one thing to be told by your family that 
you could do anything; Wheaton showed me how. In teaching me to view everything 
from multiple perspectives, the college ensured a lifetime of learning. We began 
with critical-thinking strategies and then took those strategies out into the daylight. 
So, when I give to an institution, I look at it as Wheaton taught me: I need to believe 
in both its core competencies and the institution’s ability to implement and follow 
through on them. As technology has accelerated our global capabilities, we must also 
fundamentally understand the cultures from whence they came, to provide leadership 
appropriate to all. Wheaton has shown its willingness to risk departure from traditional 
classroom learning in order to embrace and impact a broader audience. I hope, by 
including Wheaton in my will, that we will continue to test what works and motivates 
on multiple levels, and build on those efforts to produce more effective leaders.”
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Fuel the future.
Raheleh Folkerts ’95
Director of marketing at Renewable Energy Systems Americas, 
Broomfield, Colo.

Women of Wind Energy member

Wheaton Fund supporter

Supplies vision: 
“I work for a great renewable energy company defining 
and executing marketing and communication strategies, 

from branding to client engagement efforts—all to ensure 
business growth for the company. Our department also project 
manages various proposal submissions. I really enjoy the 
breadth of scope and level of influence our department has.”

Uses resources: 
“The education and open-minded atmosphere I 

experienced at Wheaton provided me with a foundation that 
allowed me to be very flexible and adaptable in my career 
choices. I have worked in a variety of industries, including a 
vet clinic, a major news firm, a teachers association, a police 
department, and now a renewable energy company. My 
English degree benefits me today, as my department is 
responsible for most of the content produced on the website, in 
press releases, on proposals, and in marketing collateral.”

Generates support: 
“I contribute to the Wheaton Fund because it’s important 

to ensure the same quality of learning and liberal arts experience 
for everyone who attends. Think back to your days at Wheaton—
the professors, the classes, the activities and the friends, and how 
they influenced and made you who you are today. Don’t you want to 
help others experience the same?”
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