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BETWEEN THE LINES

LETTER

Enjoying the view
By the time you read this, fall will be a 
distant memory. The lovely yellows, or-
anges and reds of autumn will have been 
replaced by bare tree limbs and maybe a 
sprinkling of the white stuff of winter. 

This year, I may not mind so much 
because fall on campus was so absolutely 
amazing in its display of foliage. For weeks 
it was as though we were all living in one 
of those postcard photos where the fall 
landscape is perfectly mirrored in a lake 
and everything seems so serene in a blan-
ket of beauty. 

The images will keep me happy for some 
time—at least until our first blizzard. We’re 
hoping they do the same for you. So, here 
are some photos of the best of the season 
for you to hang onto all winter. You’re 
welcome.

Besides these lovely memories, we have 
profiles of two sociology majors in this is-
sue—Colleen Shea Doherty ’90, executive 
director of the Taunton Housing Authority, 
and Henry “Hank” Meyer ’94, a senior 
special agent in the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. Each took 
a very different career path, but both are on 
the same journey, helping to improve the 
lives of others in their communities. 

On a global level, President Dennis M. 
Hanno also is helping change lives, as you 
will see in our cover story written by Ted 
Nesi ’07. For years, Hanno has been going to 
Africa to teach entrepreneurship and leader-
ship seminars, putting hope in the hearts 

and hands of individuals who live there. 
Now Wheaton students and professors are 
joining him in the effort—teaching as well as 
learning in Rwanda.

Grab a hot chocolate, curl up with your 
print copy, laptop or smartphone, and take 
your time reading. Enjoy. Q

Pie chart not complete picture
I’m writing to comment on Sandy Coleman’s 
article on outcomes for the Class of 2014 in the 
summer issue of the Quarterly. While it is en-
couraging to see nice outcomes for the respon-
dent Wheaton graduates, I feel that the pie chart 
accompanying the story is somewhat misleading. 

Perhaps it should include the 30 percent 
nonresponse rate, given that the nonresponders 
are likely not the same as the responders. In 
other words, the pie chart assumes that the 
nonresponders would have the same rates of 
“employed,” “graduate school,” “volunteer,” etc., 
which I believe is highly unlikely. It is good that 

the magazine footnoted that the data were based 
on a 70 percent response rate, but the pie chart 
with only 2 percent missing is what catches the 
eye of the reader.

I am very grateful, indeed, for my education at 
Wheaton (I was a math major). It has served me 
very well in my field of biostatistics and in my 
career, but I just felt compelled to share my cau-
tion in how easily the choices made in present-
ing statistics can paint a picture that is different 
from reality.

Kimberly Boomer Ring ’92

The Quarterly welcomes letters to the editor on topics you’ve read in these pages or 
on other topics concerning the Wheaton community. 
Email us: quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

Or send letters to: Sandy Coleman, editor, Wheaton Quarterly, Wheaton College, 26 E. Main St., Norton, MA 02766

Go online to see a gallery of fall all year long.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Editor’s note: 
We would like to note that Colby Ornell ’15 was the 
coordinator for Discover@Wheaton, which we wrote 
about in the fall issue of the magazine in the story 
“Summer at Wheaton.” Her work included helping to 
set up the Web page, marketing, planning extracur-
ricular activities, reviewing applications and training 
mentors. 

Call for End Page essays
Do you have a personal story that connects some-
thing that is happening in your life to your Wheaton 
education and experience—something that offers 
broad life lessons from which our readers could 
benefit? Would you like to write an essay about it 
for our End Page? Let’s talk. Email us at quarterly@
wheatoncollege.edu.
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Wheaton in miniature
When asked about my experiences thus far at 
Wheaton, I’m quick to let people know that I’m 
having the time of my life. And I mean it. One of the 
best parts of my role as president is the opportunity 
to participate in so many college events, on and off 
campus. For example, in recent weeks I have attended 
alumnae/i gatherings in a number of cities where 
faculty members offered short lectures on fascinating 
topics drawn from their teaching and research. Each of 
these outstanding events provided a perfect example of 
why I think Wheaton is such a special community. 

The faculty members who presented at 
these events demonstrated the broad knowl-
edge, teaching skill and innovative spirit for 
which Wheaton faculty are so well known. 
And they had wonderful audiences. The 
alumnae/i, parents and friends who attended 
the events were deeply engaged, asking 
great questions and adding to the discussion. 
It really was Wheaton at its best.

The presentations were both enlightening 
and thought-provoking. It felt as if we were 
in a real classroom at Wheaton. Each topic 
was drawn from our First-year Seminars 
(FYS), a distinctive program that is now 
approaching its 30th anniversary. From the 
start, the FyS courses have offered students 
an introduction to college academic expec-
tations in general, and to Wheaton’s inter-
disciplinary approach to the liberal arts in 
particular. Over that time, 
the program has become 
a staple of the Wheaton 
experience as well as a 
very clear example of the 
thoughtful way in which 
our faculty engage students 
and encourage them to 
take ownership of their 
education. 

The program has 
evolved. When it began, 
the seminars were orga-
nized around the concept 
of revolutions. Over time, 
the program broadened its 

theme, first to focus on great controversies 
and now on topics of contemporary rele-
vance and concern. Current courses include 
an exploration of our nation’s addiction to 
sugar, the rituals of meals, the seismic events 
of 1968, and the art of portraiture and self-
portraiture from Rembrandt to Instagram.

The original idea remains unchanged. In 
addition to the strong commitment to inter-
disciplinary study, the seminars introduce 
the key elements of a Wheaton education. 
For example, the courses seek to engage 
students in learning inside and outside the 
classroom, to include project and group-
learning and active modes of education. 
Most important, the close relationships 
between students and faculty that are 
Wheaton’s hallmark begin with FYS faculty 
members, who serve as advisors to new 

students until they 
declare a major.

In November, I had 
the chance during one 
of our lyons lunch 
and learn sessions, 
my ongoing midday 
webcast series (avail-
able at wheatoncol-
lege.edu/president), 
to talk with a panel of faculty members who 
lead sections of FyS. I particularly liked how 
Associate Professor of Psychology Michael 
Berg described the program. 

“The energy of the First-year Seminar is 
that it’s a microcosm of Wheaton,” Professor 
Berg said. “It’s all the resources of the col-
lege brought together. It’s the faculty-student 
connection, made deliberately so that every 
student gets it.”

What students get, ultimately, is a first-rate 
liberal arts education that will offer divi-
dends for years to come, not only in their 
professional lives but personally as well. The 
goal of a Wheaton education, after all, is to 
help students develop the habits of mind to 
continue to learn and to have an abundant 
and satisfying intellectual life. The First-year 
Seminar sets the stage for our students. 

Associate Professor of Chemistry laura 
Muller, who leads the faculty committee that 
now oversees the program, spoke recently 
in a video about her own First-year Seminar 
and the goals that she has for students. 

“What I want my students to develop as a 
result of this class is really a sense of owner-

ship for asking questions 
and the sense that curios-
ity will be rewarded,” she 
said. “If you are curious, ask 
enough questions and you 
dive deep, you are going 
to have a much greater ap-
preciation for the way the 
world works.”

Professor Muller’s 
comment is an eloquent 
statement about not only 
our goals for the First-
year Seminar but also for 
the impact of a Wheaton 
education. Q

@PRESIDENTHANNO
BY DENNIS M. HANNO, PRESIDENT

President Dennis M. Hanno discusses the impact of First-Year Seminar with professors Laura 
Muller, Michael Berg and Dolita Cathcart during the Lyons Lunch and Learn webcast.
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Economic impact
Statistics course examines students’ off-campus spending habits

A group of Wheaton students tackled a 
question that regularly vexes colleges and 
universities: How much do students contrib-
ute to the local economy?

Students in Associate Professor of 
Mathematics Rachelle DeCoste’s statistics 
class dug into that question this spring at the 
request of President Dennis M. Hanno, who 
wanted to be able to accurately represent 
the college’s impact on the community. 

“My goal is to understand the impact 
that the college has on the local economy,” 
President Hanno said, explaining his interest 
in the class’ work. “One category of busi-
ness that I would be interested in knowing 
more about, for example, is restaurants. 
How much do students spend in local res-
taurants? How often do they visit?”

To answer the question, a group of six 
students—Cecilia Kruger ’15, Stephanie 
Raymond ’15, Victoria Walker ’15, Nadia 
Cromwell ’17, Jennifer Fialli ’17 and Claire 
McIntyre ’17—recruited 75 classmates taking 
statistics courses at the college to track their 
purchases for the week of March 23 through 
March 31, 2015.

Once the data were collected, 
the students employed the 
methods of statistical analysis 
that Professor DeCoste had 
been teaching, including 
analysis of variance tests 
to ensure that their results 
represented a valid sample.

The initial analyses led the 
student team to make several re-
finements to the data. For example, 
the majority of students spent between 
$41 and $53 during the course of the week. 
The small number of individuals who spent 
substantially more than the average (as much 
as $300 in one instance) were removed from 
the sample to avoid skewing the results.

The team’s finding: Wheaton’s 1,500 stu-
dents spend between $1.8 and $2.4 million 
annually at businesses in the communities 
surrounding the campus.

While the students determined that their 
findings could be reported with a relatively 
strong 90 percent confidence level, they also 
pointed out shortcomings of their work, such 
as the absence of first-year students among 

the study’s respondents and the 
timing of the survey.

“This was the week 
after spring break, so 
students might have been 
spending more or less 
than normal. If we had 
a longer time sample for 

spending, we might have 
had data with less variance,” 

Kruger said. “In other words, the 
people we identified as being outliers 

might not have been outliers after all.”
But President Hanno praised the group’s 

work. “We know that the students’ estimate 
on average spending could be refined fur-
ther with additional study, but this is a darn 
good estimate,” he said.

Chances are that Wheaton students will 
be able to refine the study in the near future. 
“This project gave a real-world context and 
a real-world problem for the students to 
apply what they learned in the class,” said 
Professor DeCoste. “I’m teaching introduc-
tory statistics next year, too, and we can run 
the study again.” Q 
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College partners with startup incubator
Wheaton has formed a new partnership with 
MassChallenge, the world’s largest startup 
accelerator, to create project- and internship-
based learning opportunities for the college’s 
students while providing talent to promising 
new businesses.

WIN at MassChallenge, which stands for 
Wheaton Innovates at MassChallenge, is the 
name of the new program. It builds upon the 
college’s focus on putting learning into action 
through internships and its growing emphasis 
on “maker culture,” the creative industries and 
entrepreneurial activity, which are encouraged 
through the WHALE (Wheaton Autonomous 
Learning Environment) Lab and IMAGINE, short 
for InterMedia Arts Group Innovation Network.

“We aim to make WIN something that ben-
efits everyone,” President Dennis M. Hanno 
said. “Our students will get the opportunity 
to work with innovative and exciting startups, 

and the businesses will get the benefit of our 
students’ many talents in marketing, social 
media and technology.”

MassChallenge’s mission is to fuel start-ups. 
It selects 128 early-stage entrepreneurs each 
year—from a pool that, this past year, consisted 
of more than 2,300 applicants from more than 
60 countries—to develop their businesses 
through a four-month residency at the non-
profit’s location at the Boston Design Center in 
the city’s Seaport District. In addition to office 
space, the organization offers businesses access 
to myriad resources, mentors and potential 
investors. Its partnership with Wheaton offers a 
new source of talent for these innovators.

Wheaton students will contribute their en-
ergy and expertise to MassChallenge startups 
as they provide project-based and internship-
based support in a variety of areas, including 
social media management, marketing, design, 

film production, and application and web 
development. Josh Stenger, Hannah Goldberg 
Chair in Teaching Innovation, is serving as the 
college’s liaison to MassChallenge, identifying 
opportunities for collaboration and mutual 
benefit.

John Valentine, the director of partner-
ships at MassChallenge Boston, described 
the partnership with Wheaton as innovative. 
“We have had partnerships and sponsorships 
with colleges and universities before, but this 
is unique,” Valentine said. “We are incredibly 
proud to be launching this program that we see 
as a model that we can use with other universi-
ties and colleges.

“This has a special place in my heart be-
cause I truly feel the opportunity that we will 
be creating for students in the next year will 
be life-changing,” he said. Q

—Michael Graca
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Bravo!
Wheaton named hidden gem 

Wheaton has been named a “hidden gem” 
for employers looking to hire business ma-
jors, according to College Recruiter.

The company, which helps connect recent 
graduates and current college students to jobs 
and internships, ranked Wheaton as No. 1 
on its list of Top 12 Hidden Gem Colleges for 
Employers Hiring Business Majors.

The Hidden Gem rankings acknowledge 
colleges and universities that offer a 

high-quality education but that may get 
overlooked by traditional lists.

“The modeling for this hidden-gem school 
project was to identify the schools [that] 
featured high SAT/ACT scores for enter-
ing students, high average starting salaries 
for the regions in which the schools were 
located, a high percentage of graduates 
working in their chosen field of study and 
a majority of the graduating class available 

for recruitment by employers,” according to 
College Recruiter. The lists, created with the 
help of data scientists, are designed to help 
employers know which institutions to target 
when seeking highly-qualified individuals.

In addition to Wheaton, the top five 
institutions featured on the Hidden Gem for 
Business Majors list include Lehigh University, 
Brigham Young University-Provo, University 
of Miami and Bentley University. Q

A great place to work 
Wheaton has been selected as one of the 
best colleges in the nation to work for, ac-
cording to a new survey by The Chronicle of 
Higher Education.

The results, released July 20, 2015, in the 
Chronicle’s eighth annual report on The 
Academic Workplace, are based on a survey 
of 281 colleges and universities.

In all, only 86 of the 281 institutions achieved 
“Great College to Work For” recognition for 
specific best practices and policies. Results are 
reported for small, medium and large institu-
tions, with Wheaton included among the 
institutions with 2,999 students or fewer.

“It’s gratifying to be included on this list of 
outstanding institutions,” said President Dennis 
M. Hanno. “A good measure of Wheaton’s 
strength as a liberal arts college comes directly 
from the energy and dedication of faculty and 
staff. They make this a great place to work, live 

and learn, and it’s important that, as an institu-
tion, we continue to show that we value their 
many contributions.”

Participating in the Chronicle’s review 
process for the first time this year, Wheaton 
won honors in two categories: tenure clar-
ity and process and teaching environment, 
which reflect important aspects of the cam-
pus climate affecting faculty members.

The Chronicle, which is based in 
Washington, D.C., covers the nation’s col-
leges and universities.

“The institutions that the Great Colleges 
program recognizes provide innovative edu-
cational experiences—while also offering 
their employees outstanding workplace ex-
periences—and we are eager to help readers 
learn more about them,” said liz McMillen, 
the Chronicle’s editor.

The survey results are based on a two-part 

assessment process: an institutional audit 
that captured demographics and workplace 
policies from each institution, and a survey 
administered to faculty, administrators and 
professional support staff. The primary factor 
in deciding whether an institution received 
recognition was employee feedback.

To administer the survey and analyze the re-
sults, the Chronicle worked with ModernThink 
LLC, a strategic human-capital consulting firm 
that has conducted numerous “Best Places 
to Work” programs, surveying hundreds of 
thousands of employees nationwide.

Great Colleges to Work For is one of 
the largest and most respected workplace-
recognition programs in the country. For 
more information and to view all the results 
of the survey, visit the Chronicle’s website at 
http://chronicle.com/AW15. Q

—Michael Graca
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Through a 
different lens
Karl Rivera ’16 embarks on 
photography project in India

After spending time in Ahmedabad, India, 
as a participant of the International Honors 
Program in 2014, Karl Rivera ’16 knew he 
had to go back.

“I was profoundly affected by the time 
I spent in India. I saw firsthand the trans-
formative power of grassroots initiatives in 
communities experiencing unprecedented 
social and economic inequality,” he said. 

Rivera, a visual sociology major, found an 
opportunity to return to India when he was 
awarded a Davis International Fellowship 
last summer. 

During his first trip to India in 2014, he 
visited “slum” communities and found 
people yearned for the acknowledgement 
that comes from being in front of a camera.

With that in mind, as a Davis fellow, 
Rivera’s visual ethnography project utilized 
photography to better understand how 
marginalized people construct their identi-
ties and make sense of their location among 
majority communities.

Rivera spent a month and a half in the 
Ramji Ni Chaaloi community of Jamalpur, 
which is in the old city of Ahmedabad. “It’s 
a special place in Jamalpur that has retained 

its cultural diversity in spite of the com-
munal violence that has plagued the city for 
decades,” he said.

Rivera equipped locals with digital cam-
eras so they could express how they see the 
world, and their place in it. Over the course 
of his fellowship, Rivera and seven local par-
ticipants took more than 4,500 photographs. 

These photographs, which Rivera is study-
ing as part of his senior honors thesis, will 
be displayed at his final arts exhibition in the 
Beard and Weil Galleries in April 2016.

“We captured the vibrant, always mov-
ing community while marveling at its 
heritage structures,” he said. “Through 
the images, I was introduced to people 
and their everyday tasks: dinner, prayers, 
rituals, cleaning and relaxing. In my own 
expeditions, I met people who were so 
happy to share what a privilege it was to 
live in this community.”

Rivera also learned about some harsh 
realities of life in Jamalpur, including the 
poor conditions of the mills; flooding issues 
that caused a water treatment plant to turn 
into a rat-infested pool of garbage; accidents 
caused by the rapid development by the 
riverfront; and displacement of people due 
to a faulty sewage pipe. 

But despite these negatives, children often 
flashed their smiles for Rivera and the other 
photographers. “The youth showed me all the 
places they play and spend time with their 

friends. I’ve learned about their strong love 
for climbing, marbles and cricket,” he said. 

The fellowship provided Rivera with 
clarity about his future career aspirations. “I 
intend on continuing to use art as a tool to 
better understand and work with communi-
ties,” he said.

Professor of Sociology John Grady—
who had Rivera in his “Visual Sociology” 
course—praised him as a student. “He stood 
out for his enthusiasm, the quality of his 
thoughts and his engagement with the issues 
of the visual representation of social action,” 
he said. 

Grady has partnered with Rivera in orga-
nizing and analyzing photos Rivera took in 
India—and in a separate trip to Senegal—to 
develop a protocol for non-exploitative im-
age making.

“Karl not only takes terrific photographs 
but is drawn to those that are rich in infor-
mation. Karl has a natural talent for field-
work, and his sensitivity to people and their 
situations is quite developed for an under-
graduate,” Grady said.

Rivera said he looks forward to working 
with organizations to use photography to 
bring about change and empowerment to 
marginalized groups. 

In the meantime, Rivera is eager to go 
back to India. “I have already started plan-
ning how I could return,” he said. Q

—Laura Pedulli
PHOTO BY KARL RIVERA ’16

Karl Rivera ’16 and residents of Ramji Ni Chaaloi enjoy a photo exhibit featuring their community.
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Welcome, Class of 2019!

40
COUNTRIES

27
STATES

and U.S. Territories

DIVERSITY
domestic students

who are
self-declared

students of color

Merit
Scholarships

awarded to
incoming class

24%  34%

437
new students

enrolled

61%
female

39%
male

This academic year, Wheaton welcomed 437 first-year students in the Class of 2019. Even before arriving, these remarkable students 
were well on their way to doing amazing things. The class includes a Junior Olympics qualifying fencer, a ski instructor and mountain 
rescuer, a competitive fiddler, a Carnegie Hall performing pianist, an Italian opera singer and an Arabic translator, just to name a few. 
Here is a glimpse of the class by the numbers: 

NICKI PARDO

In a time-honored tradition, incoming students gather for the lighting of candles around the Dimple during the opening weekend of the academic year.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Senior prepares for career in neuroscience
Robyn D’Agostino’s 
decision to major in 
neuroscience in college 
began taking shape 
before she even began 
preschool—although she 
had no idea at the time. 

“When I was 4, my great-grandmother was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease,” she 
said. “As I matured, I watched her progress 
through the stages. She is now late-stage, 
and 95 years old. I can remember where I 
was when I was told of her diagnosis, and 
from that moment on I have been passionate 
about the brain. I love learning about it, and 
it is what I ultimately wish to study.”

This past summer, the student-athlete 
spent several weeks enhancing her knowl-
edge and exploring her interest as an intern 
at Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical 
School in New Brunswick, N.J., and by 
working as a lab assistant at the Rutgers 
Cancer Institute of New Jersey.

At Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical 
School, D’Agostino was one of 32 students 
chosen to participate in the Summer 
Clinical Internship Program and one of 
two students assigned to the neurosurgery 
department. For six weeks she worked 10- 
to 15-hour shifts, observing patient-doctor 
interactions in clinic, hospital and operating-
room settings. D’Agostino had the honor 
of shadowing a physician and pediatric 
neurosurgeon, Dr. Rachana Tyagi, as well 
as the chief of neurosurgical oncology. 
Currently, she is assisting in writing a case 
report with her mentor, Dr. Tyagi.

After the medical school internship, 
D’Agostino continued her experiential learn-
ing in the lab at Rutgers Cancer Institute, 
which focuses on lung cancer research. She 
had interned there in summer 2014 using a 
Wheaton stipend, and was then invited back 
and hired as an assistant.

At Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical 
School, she was able to hear patient histo-
ries, explanations of diagnoses and diseases, 
as well as observe and learn proper bedside 
manner. She viewed surgeries ranging from 

cranioplasties (the surgical repair of a defect 
or deformity of the skull) to transsphenoidal 
surgery (the removal of a pituitary gland 
tumor, where the surgeon gains access 
through the nasal cavity), and observed an 
intraoperative brain mapping, otherwise 
known as awake brain surgery. 

“The most rewarding aspect of this 
opportunity was the solidification of my 
desires, goals and plans for the future,” said 
D’Agostino, a senior on the pre-med track at 
Wheaton. “Living the day-to-day life of a sur-
geon, being in a hospital setting, interacting 
with patients, and going home at the end of 
the day knowing that I saw someone ‘get bet-
ter,’ begin the healing process, or gain hope 
did more than I could have ever imagined. I 
know that this is the path for my future.”

She was well prepared to work at 

the medical school by her Wheaton 
neuroscience courses (“Brain, Mind 
and Behavior,” “Quantitative Research 
Methods,” “Cognition” and “Behavioral 
Neuroendocrinology”). And her biology, 
chemistry and genetics labs taught her the 
techniques necessary for her work at the 
cancer institute.

D’Agostino, who is on the volleyball team, 
rounds out her Wheaton experience by 
being very involved on campus. She is an 
executive board member of the Pre-Health 
Society; member of the History Club and 
Community Service Council; and executive 
board member of Project Global Health, 
where she is the education and awareness 
chair. She also is an ambassador for the 
Admission Office and was inducted into the 
Psi Chi International Honor Society in 2014.

“The biggest lesson I learned during the 
summer experiences is that my desires are 
achievable,” said D’Agostino. “It can some-
times be hard to see past all the boundaries 
on the path to your dream, but seeing all the 
physicians, residents and students who have 
made it through shows me that it is attain-
able, and I can do it.” Q

—Sandy Coleman

D’Agostino was one of 32 

students chosen to participate in 

the Summer Clinical Internship 

Program, and one of two students 

assigned to the neurosurgery 

department.



WINTER  2016 9Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

Sociology major helps HIV/AIDS survivors in Africa
When Hannah Dalglish ’16 was considering 
summer internships, her sociology profes-
sors encouraged her to seek an experience 
abroad. She took the advice to heart.

Not only did she create her own oppor-
tunity at an organization that helps HIV and 
AIDS survivors in Cape Town, South Africa, 
but she also confirmed her postgraduate 
aspiration.

“I wanted to get out of my comfort zone 
at home,” said Dalglish, a Barrington, R.I., 
resident. “My advisors, professors Hyun Sook 
Kim and Karen McCormack, encouraged me 
to find an internship abroad. They truly were 
the first push that I received to begin looking 
abroad.”

Dalglish, a sociology major with a double 
minor in public health and economics, 
spent seven weeks working with Wola Nani 
Embrace as a 2015 Wheaton Fellowship 
recipient. The fellowship provides funding to 
students undertaking educationally mean-
ingful domestic or international experiences 
that link to academic or career interests.

“This has been the most influential experi-
ence in terms of guiding me to where I wish 
to go,” said Dalglish, who plans to seek a 
master’s degree in public health with a con-
centration in behavioral and social sciences.

Wola Nani, which in Xhosa means “we 
embrace and develop each other,” is a non-
governmental organization that combines so-
cial work, advocacy and income-generation 
efforts to help people living with HIV and 
AIDS. The overall goal is to improve their 
well-being and that of their communities.

After hearing about the organization from 
Ana Brenes-Coto ’15, who interned there in 
summer 2014, Dalglish contacted the nonprof-
it, shared her learning goals, and was allowed 
to design her own internship experience.

Coming into Wheaton, Dalglish knew that 
she wanted to pursue a degree in the social 
sciences. When she took a First-Year Seminar 
with Professor McCormack, she immediately 
felt drawn to the coursework, became an 
assistant in the Sociology Department, and 
then decided to major in it.

Professor McCormack noted that through-
out her time at Wheaton, the senior has ex-
panded her skills working in communities and 
deepened her interest in understanding how 
social inequality affects one’s well-being.

During a local internship with the Taunton 
Housing Authority in the summer of 2014 
(working with executive director Colleen 
Shea Doherty ’90), Dalglish first realized 
her interest in public health as she began to 
see in person the direct correlation between 
income level and poorer health.

Interning abroad, she learned how to help 
those who are impacted by illness on many 
levels—from medical to social. She worked 
in several departments while in Cape Town, 
including in the Orphaned/Vulnerable 
Children Program, where she created a new 
database that tracks how many children 
are served (more than 1,000 between two 
townships), and organized a manual for the 
community care workers to teach life skills 
programs to children and adults.

“I was able in the end to create a database 

that Wola Nani hadn’t had before that not 
only tracks how many children and families 
we provide services to, but also the type of 
services we provide. This will be used to 
submit to donors,” she said.

Dalglish’s coursework directly led to 
this summer internship, and her personal 
experience at Wola Nani will in turn signifi-
cantly contribute to her senior projects, said 
Professor Kim. 

“It is very important for sociology majors 
to know the world and to experience 
firsthand how social innovation is often 
ingeniously created by communities and 
cultures from outside of the U.S. that have 
few material resources. Hannah is writing an 
honors thesis now, which is largely inspired 
by her summer experience. Her way of link-
ing coursework with meaningful internships 
in Taunton and Cape Town is the perfect 
model for personal and intellectual growth. 
It is the exposure gained through ‘grounded 
experiential learning,’ such as Hannah’s 
at Wola Nani, that empowers and inspires 
students to intentionally change their com-
munities and their own lives.” Q

—Sandy Coleman

Hannah Dalglish ’16, above, takes a break; and, left,  
collaborates with a community care worker and 
social worker at Wola Nani.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
http://wheatoncollege.edu/faculty/profiles/hyun-sook-kim/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/faculty/profiles/hyun-sook-kim/
http://wheatoncollege.edu/faculty/profiles/karen-m-mccormack/
http://www.wolanani.co.za/
http://www.wolanani.co.za/
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Cancer research in China
Raymond Zhang ’17 shadows physicians 

Raymond Zhang ’17, who seeks to better 
understand cancer, in summer 2015 joined 
the global effort to find a cure.

As an awardee of a Wheaton Davis 
International Fellowship, he traveled to 
China to conduct research on the molecular 
mechanisms of cancer and shadow physi-
cians at Peking Union Medical College 
(PUMC) in Beijing.

Zhang, a biochemistry major, has signifi-
cant research experience under his belt. 
In 2014, he served as a Carolina Summer 
Fellow at the University of North Carolina 
School of Medicine, where he tested the 
efficacy of preclinical chemotherapy drugs, 
among other projects.

As a Wheaton student, he works in 
Visiting Professor of Chemistry Hilary 
Gaudet’s lab. He helped conduct experi-
ments showing that methylmercury treat-
ment (in small quantities) promotes breast 
cancer cell proliferation.

From the get-go, “he really wanted to 
come in and talk about research,” said 
Gaudet, adding that Zhang proactively 
reached out to her to inquire about her 
research and share with her data from his 
experiments. “His excitement about research 
and science is notable.”

In China, Zhang found that science is a 
shared language across nationalities. “Our 
experiments used the exact same techniques 
as labs in the United States. Equipment and 
materials were even from the same compa-
nies I’ve used before,” he said.

His Chinese colleagues used English in 
some of the more technical lab meetings 
and presentations. “It’s amazing how they 
have to switch between languages on a daily 
basis for their job. It must be so difficult,” 
Zhang said.

During his time following physicians in an 
outpatient clinic, Zhang witnessed bedside 
procedures, including a lumbar puncture 
(spinal tap), bone marrow biopsies and 
several tracheal intubations. He primarily 
shadowed in a general medicine department 
that dealt with unexplained illnesses, where 
medical professionals diagnosed patients 
before sending them to a specialized ward.

“The most exciting and frightening mo-

ments happened when patients’ vitals would 
start dropping and a crowd of doctors would 
rush to the rescue. I tried my best not to get 
in the way,” he said.

Zhang said his experience at PUMC ex-
posed him to learning about various types of 
cancer. “Many of those unexplained illnesses 
turned out to be cancer somewhere in the 
body—and too often the prognosis was not 
good.”

His time in China has motivated him to 
dedicate his career to helping cancer pa-
tients. He believes that in his lifetime, a cure 
will be found. “I would be honored to be 

part of such a historic feat.”
Just as science is a universal language 

across countries, so is a love for camaraderie 
and good food. Zhang’s Chinese colleagues 
were warm and welcoming, and “treated me 
like family from the moment I stepped into 
the lab,” he said.

Among his favorite memories: enjoying 
a Chinese holiday called Duanwu (Dragon 
Boat) Festival with other graduate students 
in the lab. “We celebrated and hung out for 
most of the afternoon, and we all went out 
for barbecue later that night. It was a great 
day,” he said. Q

Raymond Zhang ’17 conducts research during a summer internship in China.

—Laura Pedulli
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Transforming history
Professor Tomasek wins grant to identify standards for digitizing account books

Historical account books and financial ledgers 
contain rich insights into both daily life and long-term 
economic trends of the past, and Associate Professor 
of History Kathryn Tomasek hopes to make it easier for 
scholars to unlock those insights.

With support from a newly awarded grant, 
Tomasek is teaming up with colleagues in 
Germany and Austria to develop best practic-
es for digitizing financial records in ways that 
will facilitate computer analysis of the data.

The international team’s work will be sup-
ported by the U.S. National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) and the German Research 
Foundation (DFG), through a program designed 
to encourage collaborative projects between 
American and German scholars.

Interest in the collaborative grant program 
was very strong, according to NEH officials. 
Thirty-nine proposals were submitted to the 
joint initiative; six were funded, reflecting 
a 15 percent funding ratio. In the past, this 
program has typically received approximately 
20 proposals.

Tomasek received a grant of nearly 
$60,000 to support her work on the effort. 
Her German counterparts, Professor Mark 
Spoerer of the University of Regensburg and 
Professor Georg Vogeler of the University of 
Graz, received parallel funding from DFG.

A recognized leader in digital humanities, 
Tomasek works in the emerging 
field of text encoding of financial 
records—transforming accounts 
into machine-readable data 
through the use of coding that 
facilitates computer analysis.

“Account books can illuminate 
the daily life of a community,” 
Tomasek said. “And if they are 
transcribed and marked up in 
ways that allow comparison, we 
can observe trends in relation to 

a variety of matters, including diet, rental 
patterns, construction materials, and prac-
tices of consumption.”

Wheaton students and library staff have 
collaborated with Tomasek on such efforts 
for more than a decade through the col-
lege’s Digital History Project. Since 2009, 
students enrolled in the junior colloquium 
in history—a course focused on research 
methods—have worked on transcrib-
ing and coding entries from laban Morey 
Wheaton’s daybook, which contains account 
data from 1828 to 1859.

“During the fall 2014 semester, students 
found precisely the kind of information at 
the local or granular level that historians and 
other scholars will be able to research at the 
macro level if more accounts are transcribed 
and marked up in a standard way,” she said. 
“They found transactions focused on beef, 
potatoes, apples and dairy products, which 
led them to find historical articles about diet 
in nineteenth-century New England.”

The Wheaton students’ work with Tomasek 
also represents an important step in mak-

ing this information available to researchers 
beyond the campus. In fact, the Wheaton 
library’s research and instruction technologists 
have contributed to national efforts aimed at 
making digitized and encoded texts broadly 
accessible through an online archive, with 
grant support from the NEH and the Institute of 
Museum and library Services.

Tomasek said that the open access to 
information that text encoding makes possible 
will “enhance transparency and verifiability 
of information gathered from account books.” 
At present, most of this material is stored in 
archives and is not easily accessible to other 

interested scholars.
In summer 2015, Alyssa Russell ’16 

worked with the professor to com-
plete the transcriptions. The resulting 
coded texts will be used as one of 
several samples by Tomasek and her 
German colleagues as they work to 
set standards for best practices in the 
coding of financial information. This 
first project is expected to be the 
start of a longer collaborative effort 
that may take more than five years to 
complete. Q

—Michael Graca 

KEITH NORDSTROM

Associate Professor of History Kathryn Tomasek

Laban Morey Wheaton’s daybook, from 
the Marion B. Gebbie Archives and 
Special Collections Digital Repository, 
pages 152–153, July 23, 1838—Dec. 
10, 1838 (references potatoes, cheese, 
cucumbers and butter)
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History professor looks at year that rocked the world
The world changed in 1968. Professor of 
History Alex Bloom spent this past fall 
semester detailing what happened, what 
it meant at the time, and what it means 
for us today in his First-Year Seminar (FYS) 
“1968: The Year the World Exploded.” The 
course offered students the chance to dive 
into epochal moments in modern history 
and discover how events in the late 1960s 
have helped to shape the world today. An 
undergraduate himself at the time, Bloom, 
who has been teaching at Wheaton for 
35 years, said the prospect of the 50th 
anniversary of the events of 1968 inspired 
him to craft the course as well as start a 
new book on the topic. The Quarterly 
editor sat down to talk with him about the 
course. 
Tell me about your area of research.

I’m most interested in contemporary 
American history and intellectual history. 
I like to try to understand what was going 
on, not necessarily only in my life but in the 
events that led to the moments of my life. 
I’ve always had a very broad view of intel-
lectual history, in the sense that I don’t think 
ideas exist in vacuum but that what people 
think and how they conceptualize the world 
around them is shaped by the context in 
which they live. Early in my career I focused 
on the 1930s, as it was essential for under-
standing the shape of life in the post-World 
War II era, which is when I grew up. My 
most recent work has explored the 1960s, 
which were formative for me as a person.  

What led you to teach this FYS on 1968?

This is the current area of my own research.  
We’re coming up on 50 years since the 
events of 1968. The year is quite extraordi-
nary. All around the world events exploded. 

There was more happening in that year 
than in any other year of the 20th century. 
It’s not just the individual events but also 
that even though they were occurring all 
over the world, they were interconnected. 
The year began with the Tet Offensive in 
Saigon, which was a major blow to American 
morale during the Vietnam War, which was 
already quite unpopular. Tet helped inten-
sify movements already developing—the 
challenge to Lyndon Johnson over Vietnam 
in the Democratic Party, which led to the 
Eugene McCarthy campaign and then the 
Robert Kennedy campaign. Because of this 
challenge, Johnson, whose nomination once 
seemed inevitable, went on TV on a Sunday 
night at the end of March and announced 
that he was withdrawing from the race. On 
the following Tuesday, he lost the Wisconsin 
primary. Two days later, Martin luther 
King Jr. was shot and killed in Memphis. 
At this point, Bobby Kennedy was in the 
race. But two months later he was assas-

sinated in los Angeles. At the same time 
occurred the “Prague Spring,” an attempt 
to develop a more humane form of social-
ism in Czechoslovakia, in the face of Soviet 
resistance. This ultimately led to an invasion 
by the Soviets that August. Also, in April, stu-
dents at Columbia University went on strike, 
in part because of race issues as well as 
student discontent. In May, Paris students’ re-
bellion almost brought down the government. 
President Charles de Gaulle amassed troops 
in the south of France, perhaps to send them 
up to Paris to take back control. In August, 
the Democrats gathered for their convention 
in Chicago. This turned out to be the most 
confrontational and explosive convention in 
U.S. history. This happened the same week as 
the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia. That 
September, women demonstrated in front of 
the Miss America Pageant in Atlantic City, 
the first major public demonstration of the 
emerging women’s movement. That October 
the Olympics were to be held in Mexico City. 
In the weeks before, student demonstrations 
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PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND 
CREATIVE WORKS

led to a violent government reaction, includ-
ing opening fire and killing between 200 to 
300 Mexican students. All of this is happening 
in one year. And there was more. A wide vari-
ety of issues and movements merged in ’68—
relating to the war in Vietnam, to personal 
situations around racial issues and women’s 
rights issues but also relating to the optimism 
of the 1960s, people believing that there was 
a better world coming. People in the ’60s 
talked a lot about “the revolution.” And they 
didn’t just mean the kind of revolution where 
you take up arms against the government. 
They meant a transformation of consciousness 
and culture. They weren’t just responding to 
the negative, they were pushing an idea of the 
positive. All these things combined to create a 
sense of both tension and possibility—and the 
need for action.

Why study 1968 in 2015?

It amazes me that the issues of 1968 still res-
onate through the culture, not just because 
we still have concerns about race and foreign 

involvement, for example. But some of the 
actual specifics of those times feel like part 
of what we do. We still talk about Vietnam 
in ways that are much more powerful and 
contemporary than we talked about World 
War I or World War II, even two decades af-
ter they were over. This is not to mention all 
the things like race issues, which continually 
re-emerge. We think we are in a post-racial 
America and then tragic events make us real-
ize we are not. 

Are there lessons to be learned from 1968?

When historians try to make conclusions 
or declarations about overt, clear messages 
and lessons for the present from the past, it’s 
always a bad proposition. History doesn’t 
ever quite repeat itself. There are two things 
one needs to understand from history: first, 
you must see how you’ve gotten somewhere. 
Americans are often very ahistorical. If they 
paid attention to history a little bit more 
(aside from “We watched ‘World War II’ 
on the History Channel”), if we really paid 
attention to the evolution of things, we’d see 
how we got from there to here. Events just 
don’t happen by themselves. They’re the 
results of things that have happened before. 
Second, history offers an understanding of 
the nature of the world, the interrelationship 
between ideas, and this tells us something. 
There’s a perpetual interrelation between the 
political and the cultural, which is often not 
understood. The task of the historian is to try 
to understand and make multidimensional 
and as real as possible the experience of any 
period. With 1968, it’s important to look at 
the historical events and try to explain why 
all of this is happening at the same time and 
all around the world.

What do you hope your students get out of the 
FYS?

I want to empower them to understand that 
their culture and their circumstances are not 
just the little world around them, but that there 
is a sense in which the culture that they articu-
late and in which they participate has interna-
tional implications—that what shapes people’s 
lives is not just what presidents or generals or 
dictators do but also what they do. Q

Faculty
Kirk Anderson, professor of French studies, 
published the article “Song ‘Adaptations’ and 
the Globalisation of French Pop, 1960–1970,” 
in the August 2015 issue of French Cultural 
Studies.

Delvyn Case, associate professor of music, 
had three compositions published by Keepe 
Publishing House, which specializes in contem-
porary music for saxophone: “Dayspring” (tenor 
saxophone and piano), “Gemini Variations” 
(two alto saxophones) and “Siciliana” (soprano 
saxophone and string trio).

Sam Coale, professor of English, presented 
the talk “Mysteries of Literature: An Insider’s 
Journey of Discovery” at the July 2015 an-
nual meeting of the Brownell Library, in Little 
Compton, R.I.

Geoffrey Collins, professor of geology, co-
published the article “Global Thrust Faulting on 
the Moon and the Influence of Tidal Stresses,” 
in Geology (the flagship journal of the Geological 
Society of America), in October 2015. 

Peony Fhagen, associate professor of psychol-
ogy, published the entry “Biracial Identity” in the 
Sage Encyclopedia of Intercultural Competence 
(Sage, April 2015).

Nancy Kendrick, professor of philosophy, pub-
lished the article “Berkeley’s Bermuda Project 
and The Ladies Library,” in Berkeley Revisited: 
Moral, Social and Political Philosophy (Oxford 
Studies in the Enlightenment, 2015); and the 
essay “The ‘Empty Amusement’ of Willing: 
Berkeley on Agent Causation” in the July 2015 
issue of the journal Berkeley Studies.

John Miller, professor of economics, published 
the opinion piece “The Argument: Should the 
state adopt the proposed tax on top earners to 
raise money for education and transportation?” 
in the Boston Globe South, Aug. 14, 2015. He 
also participated in the debate on sweatshops 
and poverty, “Sweatshops: Exploitation or 
Salvation,” at Metropolitan State University, in 
Denver, Colo., on Feb. 19, 2015.

Brenda Wyss, associate professor of econom-
ics, published the article “Seats for the 51%: 
Beyond the Business Case for Corporate Board 
Quotas in Jamaica,” in the September 2015 is-
sue of the Review of Black Political Economy.

Alumnae/i
Kerin Stackpole ’84 was selected by her peers 
for inclusion in the 2016 edition of Best Lawyers 
in America for the practice areas of employ-
ment and labor law, and employment and labor 
litigation.

Martha Stone ’70, executive director of the 
Center for Children’s Advocacy in Hartford, 
Conn., received the Connecticut Law Tribune’s 
Pro Bono Award on June 18, 2015, for her 
decades of work as a legal advocate for children 
in Connecticut. Q
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Finkelstein ’15 
joins list of 
soccer pros
Former Wheaton two-time All-American 
Luke Finkelstein ’15 has signed a profes-
sional soccer contract to play for Hakoah 
Amidar Ramat Gan FC of Israel. Ramat Gan 
FC plays in the liga Alef South Division of 
the Israeli soccer league system.

“Dreams do not come true, you make 
them happen. I am excited and proud to 
say I have signed my first professional con-
tract with Hakoah Amidar Ramat Gan FC of 
Israel,” said Finkelstein, a Peabody, Mass., 
native. “This dream has become a reality 
through my work ethic, a positive attitude, 
and perseverance through many obstacles. 
I am extremely grateful to the club for 
allowing me the opportunity to start my 
professional career and continue to put all 
of my life, love and dedication into what I 
love to do.”

Wheaton head coach Matt Cushing, who 
is in his 22nd year of coaching at Wheaton, 
said that he is very proud of Finkelstein. 
“luke has worked so hard on his game, 
and now to make a living from the game he 
loves is so rewarding for him.”

Finkelstein, who majored in psychol-
ogy, is the sixth Wheaton student-athlete 
in program history to play professionally, 
joining Oscar Medina ’97, Jim Manganello 
’99, Jeremy Long ’99, Dan Antoniuk 
’03 and James Greenslit ’06.

Greenslit played for the reserve squad 
of Major League Soccer’s New England 
Revolution and in the United Soccer 
leagues, while Antoniuk was recently 
with the San Diego Sockers of the North 
American Soccer league after spending 
a number of seasons in the second tier of 
American professional soccer. Antoniuk 
played for the Portland Timbers and the 
Montreal Impact, among other A-league 
teams during his career. Medina and 
Manganello spent time with the Cape 
Cod Crusaders of the U.S. Interregional 
Soccer league, while long played for the 
A-League’s Boston Bulldogs.

Manganello was the only student-athlete 
drafted out of college, as he was selected by 

the New York/New Jersey MetroStars in the 
1999 Major League Soccer college draft. 

 During Finkelstein’s time with Wheaton, 
he led the program to a 52–25–8 record, 
four postseason berths, two NCAA tour-
nament appearances, one New England 
Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference 
(NEWMAC) tournament championship title 
and one NEWMAC regular-season crown.

Individually, Finkelstein garnered All-
America honors from the National Soccer 
Coaches Association of America (NSCAA) 
and D3soccer.com during his senior season, 
three NSCAA All-Region accolades, two 
Eastern College Athletic Conference All-New 
England honors, and four NEWMAC All-
Conference selections, including NEWMAC 
Rookie of the Year laurels in 2011.

Finkelstein also ranks tied for seventh in 
program history all-time in games played 
(83), and fourth all-time in assists with 28. 
Overall in his career, he finished with nine 
goals and 28 assists for 46 points.

In 2014, Finkelstein’s play and leadership 
at the midfield position also aided Wheaton 
to a 0.72 goals against average (GAA), 13 
shutouts and a 0.54 GAA in conference-
only games. 

Wheaton advanced to the second round 
of the NCAA tournament for the second-
straight season and made its 10th appear-
ance overall in the NCAA tournament in 
2014. The Lyons produced a 17–4–2 overall 
record and a 6–0–1 mark in league play 
to claim the team’s eighth regular-season 
championship. Q
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Pauri Pandian named head tennis coach
Pauri Pandian is now the head coach for 
Wheaton’s men’s and women’s tennis teams, 
succeeding lynn Miller, who retired in sum-
mer 2015 after 35 years at the college.

“I’m excited to be following in the foot-
steps of lynn Miller, who gave everything 
she had to Wheaton College and Wheaton 
athletics throughout her career,” said 
Pandian, who joins the staff after serving as 
an assistant coach at Brandeis University for 
the past four seasons.

“I will strive to do the same, and in the 
process, build the men’s and women’s tennis 
teams into perennial NEWMAC contenders. 
I’m excited about the potential for growth in 
both programs.”

Lynn Miller, a member of the U.S. Tennis 
Association New England Hall of Fame and 
the Wheaton College Athletics Yowell Hall 
of Fame (2013), posted a 373–236–2 record 
with the women’s tennis program and a 
259–160 record at the helm of the men’s 

tennis program during her time at Wheaton.
“We are excited to welcome Pauri to the 

Wheaton family as our new tennis coach. He 
has a clear vision for Wheaton College tennis, 
and I am excited to work with him as we look 
to regularly compete for NEWMAC cham-
pionships,” said John Sutyak ’00, director of 
athletics and recreation. “His experience as 
an NCAA Division III student-athlete and as 
an assistant coach at a high-level academic 

institution like Brandeis provides him with the 
background and knowledge to recruit and 
coach high-achieving academic and athletic 
student-athletes here at Wheaton.”

During his time at Brandeis, Pandian 
helped guide the women’s team to a year-end 
national ranking each year. He also aided the 
men’s squad to a No. 31 national ranking in 
2014 and a No. 28 ranking in 2015. 

At the conclusion of the 2014–15 academic 
year, Pandian was named the 2015 Wilson/
Intercollegiate Tennis Association National 
Men’s Assistant Coach of the Year and the 
Regional Coach of the year for both the 
men’s and women’s programs.

A double major in English and religion, 
he graduated in 2008 from Wesleyan 
University, where he was a four-year starter 
and captain his senior year. He played in 
every spot in the singles and doubles lineup 
throughout his career. Q

John Sutyak ’00 serving as 
NEWMAC president
Wheaton Director of Athletics and 
Recreation John Sutyak ’00 began serving a 
two-year term as the New England Women’s 
and Men’s Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) 
president on July 1, 2015, after completing 
two years as president-elect. 

“It is an honor to rotate into the role of 
NEWMAC president. Over the past two 
years as president-elect, I have had the 
privilege to learn the ropes from [former 
president] Wellesley Director of Athletics 
Bridget Belgiovine, who is one of the finest 
athletic administrators in the business,” said 
Sutyak. “I look forward to providing the 
same consistent leadership that she—and 
her predecessors—have provided over the 
last number of years.”

In addition to carrying out his duties at 
Wheaton, Sutyak is helping transition the 
NEWMAC into sponsoring football in 2017, 
and guiding the conference through several 
other initiatives geared toward promoting 
the organization’s strategic plan and core 
values throughout the next two years.

“This is an exciting time in the NEWMAC, 
as we are in the middle of executing our five-

year strategic plan, in addition to gearing up 
for the launch of NEWMAC Football in the 
fall of 2017,” said Sutyak. “We have a group 
of athletic administrators that is committed to 
making the NEWMAC one of the pre-eminent 
athletic conferences in NCAA Division III, and 
we look forward to evolving our conference 
in order to achieve this vision together.”

Sutyak, who is the first former NEWMAC 
student-athlete to hold this position, is 
working with NEWMAC Executive Director 
Patrick B. Summers ’94 and the league 
athletic directors and executive committee 
to achieve all of these goals. 

“It’s an exciting thing when you get to 
work with someone you respect and enjoy 
being around,” said Summers. “I’ve had 
the fortune of knowing John for close to 20 
years, first as a NEWMAC baseball student-
athlete at Wheaton and then as an adminis-
trator at yale, and now as the athletic direc-
tor at Wheaton. What he has accomplished 
in a short time is something to be proud 
of, and his experience and dedication to 
Division III will serve him and the NEWMAC 
membership well. I believe the NEWMAC is 

in great hands as he takes over as president 
for the next two years.”

Sutyak was named Wheaton’s director of 
athletics and recreation in 2012 after serving 
as the department’s interim director of athlet-
ics. He oversees a department that includes 
21 men’s and women’s intercollegiate pro-
grams, 14 club sports programs, intramural 
sports, and general student, staff and faculty 
recreation. Additionally, Sutyak is the second 
director of athletics during the college’s co-
educational era, which began in 1988. Q
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SNAP SHOTS

Revamped Chase reopens
The newly renovated Chase Dining Hall reopened in August 
2015 with a new look and new menu offering made-to-
order sandwiches and stations for cooked-to-order meals, 
and dedicated serving areas for students who have food 
allergies. The renovation and changes are part of an overall 
program to enhance campus dining with more choices and 
improved quality. 

KEITH NORDSTROM PHOTOS
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Celebrating Jewish harvest festival

Flower power
A beautiful September afternoon provided the perfect 
opportunity for students who live in the Farm House to 
create flower wreaths right from their own garden.

Opening convocation
At the annual start-of-the-school-year 
tradition, President Dennis M. Hanno 
provided words of inspiration, and seniors 
got their first chance to wear their 
Commencement robes—and to practice 
taking selfies. 

Wheaton carpenters spent one morning in September 2015 building a Sukkah, in honor of the Jewish holiday 
Sukkot. Students, joined by Professor of Religion Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus and Hillel associate director Patti 
Sheinman, decorated it according to tradition (with a roof of leafy branches through which the stars can be 
viewed and the rain can fall). The Wheaton College Hillel, Jewish Life House, Farm House and Office of Service, 
Spirituality, and Social Responsibility collaborated to create the structure and plan programming. Above, 
Professor Brumberg-Kraus leads a discussion in a class held here.
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Change makers
President Hanno, students, professors 
fuel entrepreneurial spirit in Africa

 
By Ted Nesi ’07

Back when Dennis M. Hanno was growing up on 
an isolated farm in upstate New york, he would not 
have believed it if you’d told him he would one day 
transform the lives of teenagers in Africa. “I was a 
curious kid, but not about global travel,” Hanno said. 
“We never went anywhere.”

Fast-forward half a century, though, and talk to 
Jonathan Iyandemye, a 21-year-old Rwandan now 
attending Harvard: He’ll tell you in no uncertain terms 
that the efforts of Wheaton’s president have made all the 
difference in the world to him.

“The impact he’s had is immeasurable,” Iyandemye 
said recently from his home outside Kigali, Rwanda’s 
capital. “You can’t talk about it or write about it enough. 
I feel like I owe who I am to him and a few other people 
like him who invested in me generously and selflessly, 
and who believed in me and saw the potential in me.”

“And it’s not just me,” he said. “There are 
a lot of people out there who have had such 
a change from Dennis Hanno’s work. I’m 
just so, so grateful to him.”

Iyandemye is among the thousands of 
Africans who have learned how to become 
entrepreneurs and community leaders, 
thanks to a series of innovative programs 
created by Hanno over the past 15 years—
and taught, in most cases, by undergradu-
ates from Hanno’s former academic homes, 

University of Massachusetts Amherst and 
Babson College, and now Wheaton.

The weeklong seminar now known as 
the Wheaton Innovation and Leadership 
Laboratory, or WILL, is a bit like a sum-
mer camp for would-be entrepreneurs. 
Under the guidance of Hanno and his travel 
companions, roughly 120 Rwandan students 
spend five intensive days diving into the 
lessons contained in From Ideas to Action, 
a 263-page textbook specially created by 

Hanno and a few collaborators.
“The overarching goal is to work with 

youths and adults who are interested in 
thinking about how they can become more 
entrepreneurial,” Hanno explained. “It 
doesn’t necessarily mean they have to create 
a business, but they have to figure out how 
to take responsibility for solving problems in 
their own communities and their own lives 
without expecting someone else to take care 
of it for them.”

Yet the seminars are about more than just 
their direct impact on individuals such as 
Iyandemye—though that impact is hugely 
important. They also offer a window into 
how Hanno thinks citizens in the developed 
world should encourage social change in 
developing nations, and the value he places 
on strengthening Wheaton’s identity as a 
globally engaged liberal arts institution.

“WILL is not a simple service-learning 
program,” Wheaton Professor of Sociology 
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Hyun Sook Kim explained after return-
ing from a trip to Rwanda with Hanno last 
August. It “provides the space for par-
ticipants to think about how they can be 
intentional in their actions, to see that their 
education and learning can be applied for 
self and community development, and also 
to form new friendships and networks with 
individuals who come from very different 
cultural backgrounds.”

“WILL is, in my view, the kind of interdis-
ciplinary, cross-cultural, global educational 
program that is truly valued at Wheaton,” 
she added.

For Hanno personally, working in Africa 
has become a defining part of not only his 
career in higher education but his life. He 
has traveled to the continent more than 50 
times since his first visit in 2000, and has 
taken upward of 500 people with him since 
he first started organizing classes there.

While the Africa programs blossomed 

during Hanno’s time at Babson, since his 
arrival at Wheaton he has been working 
to expand them. In January 2015, he and a 
group of 14 Wheaton students spent 12 days 
teaching orphans from the genocide at the 
Agahozo-Shalom youth Village in eastern 
Rwanda and college students at the Catholic 
University of Rwanda in the southern part 
of the country. In August 2015, he launched 
WILL at the Byimana School of Sciences, 
a boarding school in the country’s south, 
with the help of 12 students from Wheaton, 
Babson, Harvard and Barnard. He will head 
to Ghana again in January 2016 to do similar 
work, and he plans to return to Rwanda with 
another group next August.

Creating hope

The young Rwandans who take part in 
Hanno’s programs have grown up in the 
shadow of their country’s horrific 1994 
genocide, when some 1 million people were 

slaughtered in the space of roughly 100 
days, wiping out entire villages and shat-
tering countless families. yet the country 
has made extraordinary progress in the two 
decades since, and Hanno’s emphasis on 
entrepreneurialism fits with what many say 
is helping drive that change.

“Rwanda has come back from the brink 
of hell and is the most social entrepreneur-
ial country I have ever seen,” the famed 
humanitarian Dr. Paul Farmer wrote in 2013. 
Farmer adds, “A pandemic of entrepreneur-
ialism is breaking out there.”

Hanno believes there is a reason that 
entrepreneurship resonates so strongly in 
places such as Rwanda. “To me,” he said, 
“in cultures where there needs to be this 
growth and opportunity creation, entrepre-
neurship is the only way to get people that 
hope they need.”

“If someone isn’t going to give you a job—
which is often the case, especially if you’re 
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President Dennis M. Hanno with students during an entrepreneurship workshop at Agahozo-Shalom Youth Village in Rwanda in January 2015. Pictured from left to right: 
Geraldine Manan ’15, Courtney Sitzman ’15, Courtney Gilman ’15, Catherine “Katie” Collins ’16, Linnea Wilhjelm ’15, Rebecca “Becky” Maitland ’17, former Wheaton staff 
member Kelsey Andrade, Anna VanRemoortel ’18, Stefan Swaintek ’15, Hannah Gasperoni ’17, Junfei Yu ’18, Kathryn McLaughlin ’18, Colby Bombero ’16, Molly Grannell ’15, 
Hanno and Julia Lisi ’18.
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in a situation like that—entrepreneurship can 
help you think about how you can create a 
job for yourself,” he said. “There hasn’t been 
anyone I’ve ever worked with of the now-
thousands who, when pushed to really think 
about what skills and what values they have in 
life, couldn’t think of something they could do 
that would be of value to others.”

John Crawford, a Babson staff member 
who accompanied Hanno to Rwanda in 
2012, said the power of WILL and its pre-
decessor seminars lies in how they broaden 
horizons. “The program’s biggest impact, I 
think, is inspiration,” he said. “How many 
students are inspired to try new things, to 
improve their lives, to help others, to look be-
yond their villages and dream up big things?”

The impact of the trips can be transfor-
mational for the Americans who go as well. 
Brooklyn resident Julia Lisi ’18, a religion 
major, joined Hanno in January 2015 for the 
first trip to Rwanda he organized at Wheaton. 
It moved her so much that she decided to 
return with him for the second trip in August 
later that year.

“Other universities say go study abroad 
for yourself; Wheaton says go and do it to 

help others,” she said.
lisi said that witnessing the profound 

impact the seminars had on the students in 
Rwanda made the trips “among the most 
meaningful experiences I’ve had in my entire 
life.” The two visits convinced lisi that she 
wants to pursue a career involving the same 
sort of work, and in the short term she is 
hoping to secure an internship at Agahozo-
Shalom’s headquarters in New York.

Nobody would argue that the trips them-
selves are easy, however.

In addition to undergoing daylong 
advance training sessions, those who ac-
company Hanno have to get a series of 
immunizations, a prescription for anti-
malaria pills, and a yellow fever certification 
card. Traveling from Boston to Amsterdam 
to Kigali takes about 24 hours, and Hanno 
is a stickler for business casual throughout. 
(“If you were a consultant for a company,” 
he told the group that went in August, “you 
would not be in your pajamas on the flight.”) 
Upon arrival, the food can be mediocre and 
the heat can be oppressive.

Still, lisi said Hanno managed to calm 
her nerves over the prospect of teaching 

an intensive course to a group of foreigners 
who were, in some cases, older than her. 
“I had this weird type of trust in him,” she 
said. “He’s done this so many times and he 
specifically told us we’re going to be fine. ”

Getting started

Hanno was no world traveler as a youngster 
on his family’s dairy farm in Glenfield, N.Y. 
He lived about 50 miles from the Canadian 
border but rarely crossed it; he and his five 
siblings didn’t even see other New Yorkers 
all that often. He didn’t get a passport until 
he was 37.

He attended college at Notre Dame, then 
moved back to New york, where he started an 
accounting practice and a family. Eventually, 
he decided to go back to school so he could 
become a professor, which led to a job at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst.

It was at UMass that the seeds for Hanno’s 
involvement with Africa were planted. A 
professor of nursing who offered clinics 
periodically in Ghana had been told by the 
leaders of a church there that they needed 
help with technology, so she asked Hanno 
to come talk to them.

Linnea Wilhjelm ’15 talks with students of the Agahozo-Shalom Youth Village during an innovation and entrepreneurship workshop in Rwanda, in January 2015.
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After a difficult journey, Hanno arrived 
and met the church’s pastor.

“Are you ready for your speech?” the pas-
tor asked.

“Speech?” Hanno replied.
Unbeknown to him, about 200 village lead-

ers—in tribal dress—were waiting for him to 
deliver an address. He winged it, and some-
what to his surprise, the reception was positive.

“It struck a chord with them, I think, 
because it wasn’t the usual, ‘I’m going to 
come here and save you,’ because I’ve never 
believed that,” Hanno said. “If you think 
in a few weeks’ time or a short period of 
time that you can save the world, then you 
probably shouldn’t be going because you’re 
going to do more damage than good.”

Hanno later returned with a group of stu-
dents and boxes of used desktop computers 
for the village. The problem: Once Hanno 
and his students departed, there was no one 
to teach people in the village how to use the 
machines.

That’s when the light bulb went off. 
Hanno realized he needed to teach skills 
to the Ghanaians while he was there so 
that they could be self-sufficient once he 

went back to the United States. That core 
idea—“teach a man to fish,” as the saying 
goes—has been central to his work on the 
continent since.

Soon Hanno was making the trips a regu-
lar twice-a-year occurrence, and the lesson 
plans expanded beyond computer tips to 
marketing, accounting, finance and other 
basic business concepts.

Then, in 2006, another light bulb went 
off. “What we were hoping to do was create 
a more entrepreneurial culture, to get people 
to really think about how they could solve 
problems on their own,” he said. “So the 
light bulb was, if you’re going to change a 
culture, you don’t focus on the 30-year-olds; 
you focus on the 16-year-olds.”

That led to the creation of a business plan 
competition for Ghanaian high schoolers 
that by 2014 drew 3,000 students from more 
than 40 schools. Among Hanno’s favorite 
success stories was Kobina, a Ghanaian 
artist who credited the seminar with helping 
him figure out how to market his works.

Hanno began working in Rwanda in 2007, 
after he’d left UMass for Babson, when a 
businessman from the country urged him to 

offer programs focused on entrepreneurship 
similar to those in Ghana. But he found that 
Rwanda had a different feel and different 
needs than Ghana, particularly in light of the 
genocide, which led him to create the sum-
mer seminar program that is now WILL.

Djibril Rushingabigwi, who won the 
program’s Rocket Pitch Competition in 2014, 
said he wasn’t sure at first what to make of 
the seminar’s focus on subjects such as core 
values and family ties. But eventually he 
saw how it all fit together. “There it was,” he 
recalled realizing, “needs and wants equal 
business opportunities.”

Teaching, learning and growing

Rwandans call their country the land 
of “mille collines,” or “a thousand hills.” 
While its geographic size is similar to that 
of Maryland, its population is more than 
twice as large, at more than 12 million. The 
heavily Catholic nation is still working to 
heal from the genocide, and those who ac-
companied Hanno in 2015 were sometimes 
surprised by what they saw.

Professor Kim recalled seeing scores of 
farmers working ankle-deep in wet rice 

During intensive workshops, President Dennis M. Hanno encourages young Rwandans to use their skills and passions to develop sustainable entrepreneurial projects.
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paddies.
“I was surprised to see this image of wet 

rice cultivation, which looked so much like 
northern Thailand and parts of Indonesia,” 
she said. “In the morning and early evening, 
on the way to and from Byimana School of 
Sciences, where we taught the workshop, 
we saw farmers walking with many heavy 
jugs of water and large bundles of long stalks 
balanced on their heads. We saw Rwandans 
laboring hard in the fields.”

During the August trip, a typical day at 
WILL went as follows: a morning lecture by 
Hanno to the entire group, then small group 
breakout sessions led by those who came 
on the trip with Hanno, lunch, then another 
large lecture followed by another small 
group session. The week culminated in a 
business plan competition.

“In one short week, even the shyest 
students blossomed and found their voice,” 
Professor Kim said. “The students gained 
confidence to speak in class, in English, in 
front of a large audience; brainstormed and 
pitched their unique ideas for action; and 
articulated solutions for meeting their com-
munity needs.”

Kim saw the trip impact her more than 
she had expected it would when she first 
signed up, notably due to the interactive 
way Hanno led his daily lessons with the 
Rwandan students. “I have been thinking 
a lot about pedagogy since the Rwanda 
trip—in particular about how effective 
student-centered teaching can be even in 
cross-cultural contexts, and about what 
new pedagogies I could develop and 
experiment with in my own courses at 
Wheaton,” she said.

As a sociologist, Kim said seeing the 
impact of the seminar made her reflect on 
the highly practical approach to encouraging 
social change that it represents. She is writ-
ing an academic reflection on the program’s 
lessons, which she did not anticipate, and 
is planning to offer new courses inspired by 
the experience.

Wheaton Visiting Professor of Chemistry 
Hilary Gaudet, who also went on the August 
trip, recalled that the participants “were so 
driven to make a difference in Rwanda and 
they were so appreciative of our support. 
The students all seemed so happy all the 
time. I am still receiving upbeat notes and 

emails from them.”
Like Kim, Gaudet said the experience of 

leading a classroom lesson in a totally dif-
ferent cultural environment inspired her to 
rethink her methods, which is now impact-
ing how she does her job back at Wheaton. 
“It really helped me to look at my teaching 
style,” she said.

And the students who go on the trips take 
their teaching as seriously as the faculty 
members do.

“There is a lot of responsibility on the 
teacher to provide individualized help 
and understanding for each student,” said 
Courtney Gilman ’15, a women’s and gender 
studies major who went on the January trip. 
“I had to create lesson plans each day in 
order to keep my students engaged in their 
lessons and wanting to work hard.”

“On one of these trips, if you’re really 
invested in being the best teacher that you 
can be, the students are going to affect you 
simply in the profoundness of their work and 
their achievements,” Gilman added. “That 
certainly happened to me.”

Hanno said he’s noticed a different ap-
proach to the seminars from the Wheaton 

Jonathan Iyandemye went from taking the entrepreneurship seminar in 2011 to becoming an instructor in Rwanda in August 2015. Here, Iyandemye, who now attends 
Harvard University, encourages students to develop solutions to community problems.
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students he is now bringing. “They were 
challenging the Rwandan students to think 
in different ways than probably traditional 
business majors would have done,” he said. 
“That really helped reinforce to me the 
value of a liberal arts education, because 
the Wheaton students were able to ap-
proach the problems the students were 
talking about with a number of different 
perspectives. It wasn’t just figuring out the 
financial aspects.”

More trips are just the start of Hanno’s 
plans for the future in Africa. He recently  
created a nonprofit called IDEA for Africa—
short for “Inspiring Development Through 
Entrepreneurship and Action”—to tap the 
hundreds of people who’ve gone on the 
past trips on an ongoing basis. Wheaton has 
also formed a partnership to start bringing 
students from Ghana’s Ashesi University to 
Norton, Mass.

On a personal level, Hanno said WILL 

and his previous efforts in Africa have 
kept him grounded and centered. “Having 
worked with so many people in so many 
places, it helps me keep a balanced per-
spective and understand what really are 
the important things in life,” he said. “It is 

family. It is opportunity. It is hope.”
“Africa is not a hobby for Dennis Hanno,” 

said Crawford, his former Babson colleague. 
“He is fully committed to the people there.”

No one speaks to that commitment more 
eloquently than Iyandemye, who said 
Hanno’s program gave him the direction he 
needed to escape rural poverty. “After that 
week I feel like my perspective on the world 
changed,” he said. “I started feeling like I 
can do something for myself—I can’t be 
defined by the past, I can be defined by my 
present. I can dream bigger.”

After winning his seminar’s business plan 
competition, Iyandemye returned home to 
his village and launched his company—
teaching basic computer skills in his living 
room. The business was so successful that 
he earned enough money to pay his fees 
and stay in school, and the connections 
he made through the seminar later proved 

pivotal in helping him gain admission to 
Harvard.

The entrepreneurship seminar “opened 
my eyes to the world and gave me a 
chance,” Iyandemye said. “It showed me 
that I actually have value, that I actually can 
do something, that anything is possible.”

Iyandemye has now come full circle 
— this year Hanno asked him to join the 
seminar as one of the teachers. He said he 
remains immensely grateful for the opportu-
nities Wheaton’s president helped him seize.

“Rwanda is very lucky to have had people 
like Dennis Hanno, who personally, not just 
through Babson or Wheaton College, but 
personally feels so committed to people like 
Rwandans who have a terrible, horrible his-
tory but who are looking to ways they can 
improve themselves,” Iyandemye said. “It 
showed me how impactful one person can 
be by deciding to go somewhere and make 
a difference.” Q

Ted Nesi ’07, a Wheaton College visiting 
instructor of English, is an award-winning jour-
nalist who covers politics and the economy at 
WPRI-TV in Providence, R.I.

ONLINE EXTRA:
Read additional comments by President Dennis 
M. Hanno, Professor Hyun Sook Kim and 
Hannah Gasperoni ’17 at wheatoncollege.edu/
quarterly/2015/12/14/change-makers/

Junfei Yu ’18, one of 14 Wheaton students who spent 12 days teaching in Rwanda, talks with seminar participants during a small group breakout session. 
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The Big 
Uneasy

By Michael Luke 

One hundred and ninety-three people were 
murdered in New Orleans in 2012, and none shook 
the city to its core more than the tragic slaying of 
Briana Allen.

On a warm and clear May afternoon, the 5-year-
old girl was shot twice in the stomach by an AK-47 
on the front porch of her grandmother’s home in 
Central City while attending the birthday party of her 
10-year-old cousin, who was also shot in the melee 
but survived. All told that day, two were killed and 
three were injured in the hail of crossfire in a fight 
between rival street gangs. 

“The city was all up in arms, and right-
fully so,” Henry “Hank” Meyer ’94 recalled. 
“When a five-year-old girl gets slaughtered 
by an assault rifle, enough is enough.”

Meyer spends his days—and often nights—
trying to keep horrors like this from happening.

He is a senior special agent with the 
U.S. Department of Justice in the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF) and an investigator with the Multi-
Agency Gang Unit (MAG), which combines 
the resources of the ATF, Drug Enforcement 
Administration, U.S. Marshals Service 
and the New Orleans Police Department. 
The gang unit was created in response to 
the murder of Allen and encompasses an 
unprecedented collaboration between local 
and federal law enforcement officials and 
prosecutors targeting violent crime and gang 

Henry Meyer ’94 fights crime in New Orleans



WINTER  2016 25

activity in the city.
Meyer, who majored in sociology at 

Wheaton, also has a law degree from 
Northeastern University and is a tactical 
paramedic. His combination of training 
and understanding of sociology and human 
nature make him a multifaceted crime fighter 
capable of protecting lives on many levels.

Each day he relies on all of his skills as 
he goes about the business of investigating 
large-scale criminal organizations, leading 

advanced federal firearms and narcotics traf-
ficking investigations, and investigating violent 
inner-city gangs and related criminal activity.

“The murder of Briana Allen was a tipping 
point,” Meyer said during a June 2015 inter-
view. “It changed the way the city attacked 
crime. Now, we’re all working as one team.” 
He, along with the MAG unit, spent three 
years working the crimes related to the case. 

“It has made a difference, no doubt—
especially to that one neighborhood,” he 

said, adding that earlier in the day he had 
sat in federal court and watched one of the 
last defendants, Allen’s own father (one of 
the dozens in this case), get sentenced to a 
term of life imprisonment on federal drug 
conspiracy charges.

Since Allen’s death and the creation of the 
MAG unit, the number of murders has fallen 
precipitously in New Orleans, with 2014 
having the lowest number of homicides in 
30 years, according to data from the New 

KIRK ClARKE
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Orleans Police Department.

Haunted and driven

Sitting inside CC’s Coffee House along 
Esplanade Avenue on a bright summer’s 
day—only a few miles from Central City, 
where Allen was killed—Meyer sipped cof-
fee and talked about how he is still haunted 
by the little girl’s murder.

“My older son had just been born, and I 
couldn’t imagine such a tragic and senseless 
loss,” said the father of two, shaking his head 
as his voice trailed off. 

He devoted three years of his life to 
conducting surveillance and interrogations, 
working almost 24/7 gathering tips from 
confidential informants, running down leads, 
serving search warrants and making numer-
ous arrests to bring one of the involved 
gangs—the young Melph Mafia—to justice. 

“He really took it to heart,” said Sgt. David 
Barnes, a New Orleans Police Department 
detective who worked the Allen case with 
Meyer for two years. “you would have 
thought that he raised that little girl.”

Sharp, intense and animated, with a 
wicked, wry sense of humor, Meyer’s 
personality is shaped by being immersed 
in the violent underworld of New Orleans. 
However, the life hasn’t hardened him. He 
is able to connect so intently that the work 
becomes personal, yet he is also able to let 
go each night as he drives home across lake 
Pontchartrain to his family.

Rather than a rough-and-tumble approach 
to law enforcement, Meyer said he believes 
in a more cerebral approach to polic-
ing, which was influenced by his time at 
Wheaton and his liberal arts education. 

“your best weapon in law enforcement 
is the pen and the spoken word,” he said. 
“I studied the science of people, and that’s 
what I work in. My job is not only to put you 
in jail but also to find what resources I can 
to help you.”

During his time at Wheaton, in group 
discussions around coeducation, he learned 
from Professor Emeritus of Psychology 
Derek Price to “think before you speak and 
to always be a gentleman,” which still comes 
in handy, Meyer said. “If you sit back, rather 
than respond emotionally, and process the 
experience, decision, dilemma, event—look 

at it from multiple perspectives—then you 
make a decision that is well-reasoned.”

Meyer didn’t come from a law enforcement 
background—the common path into the 
profession. His father worked as a real estate 
broker, while his mother was a self-made 
entrepreneur while raising two boys. Other 
family members are in banking, insurance 
and pharmaceutical sales. “I came from a 
very white-collar family,” he said. 

He grew up just outside New York City in 
Fairfield County, Conn., and went to board-
ing schools as a kid. Being “force-fed coats 
and ties since the fifth grade,” as he put 
it, made him an unlikely candidate for his 
career path. “Boarding schools tend to be 
breeding grounds for future CEOs, lawyers 
and doctors, not for people heading into 
public service.”  

While they didn’t understand his attrac-
tion to public service, he said his parents 
never opposed his path into law enforce-
ment. “They were never against it, but they 

often said, ‘When are you going to get a real 
job?’” he said. When was he going to be a 
partner in a law firm? they’d ask.

But Meyer had been attracted to com-
munity service for a long time, even before 
attending Wheaton. At 17, he got certified as 
an emergency medical technician. He also 
trained to be a firefighter while in high school. 

“Both in prep school and at Wheaton you 
were encouraged to be involved in com-
munity service. you were encouraged to go 
out and find something that gave back to the 
community. They both gave me the paths to 
pursue my interest in community service.”

Meyer gets satisfaction out of helping oth-
ers, particularly in high-stress situations. He 
said he has helped confidential informants 
who were addicted to heroin get clean, and 
used his law degree to help clients who 
otherwise couldn’t afford legal services. 

“You do something good, it’s going to 
come back to you,” he said. “It’s so much 
better to serve than to be served.”

Answering a calling

Because of his experience as an EMT in 
high school, when Meyer began at Wheaton 
he planned on becoming a doctor—until 
he encountered the challenge of “Organic 
Chemistry.” 

“I couldn’t pass it. It was just too hard, 
and my brain didn’t think that way,” he 
admitted. He found his ultimate calling else-
where with law enforcement. 

Meyer said his path into law enforce-
ment began as a lark. A friend told him that 
the police department in nearby Attleboro, 
Mass., was hiring reserve police officers. 

“I went and applied,” he recalled with a 
shrug, not believing that he would ever get 
on the force. “I think it was the adrenaline 
that drew me. Crisis and chaos are where I 
work best.”

Shortly after, the then 19-year-old full-time 
student got a call notifying him that he had 
indeed been selected to attend the reserve 
officer police academy. The police department 
worked around Meyer’s schedule and sent him 
to the police academy at night. He spent his 
sophomore year going through the academy, 
and at the age of 20, shortly before his 21st 
birthday, he was sworn in as a police officer. 

With his new job as a police officer, Meyer 

Instructor Henry Meyer ’94 (left), a senior special 
agent with the U.S. Department of Justice in the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF), motions for help as an ATF agent treats a 
fellow agent “shot” while serving a warrant during 
a field exercise in February 2015 at Camp Villere in 
Slidell, La. The quarterly training focused on officers 
rendering first aid in the field, based on methods 
developed from Department of Defense battlefield 
experiences.

SC
O

T
T 

TH
R

El
K

El
D

 / 
A

D
V

O
C

A
TE

 S
TA

FF



WINTER  2016 27Comment on a story? quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu (Subject line: Feedback)

changed his major to sociol-
ogy, focusing on the criminal 
justice-type courses that were 
offered at Wheaton.

The dichotomy of studying 
sociology in the classroom 
and doing police work gave 
Meyer the perfect balance 
of academic and experien-
tial learning for which he 
yearned. “I was taking the 
macro perspective learning 
approach at Wheaton, but 
also getting the micro real and 
raw world experience of the 
streets simultaneously.” 

He said he was able to 
balance being a full-time 
student and a police officer—often on little 
sleep—by staying disciplined, focusing on 
his studies and shying away from the tradi-
tional distractions. 

“If you want something, you do it, and I 
wanted this.” 

Dan Golden, a former dean at the Filene 
Center who is now a life-planning associate 
at Vistamar School in California, recalls that 
Meyer was always in some kind of uniform 
on campus at Wheaton—from his auxiliary 
police outfit to his fire-and-rescue garb.

“That made it easy to spot him in the 
Balfour-Hood atrium,’’ said Golden, “though 
I’d always hear him before I’d see him 
anyway. Hank was a favorite of mine, and 
he never let me forget that I’d called him my 
‘diamond in the rough’ for his deeper and 
more perceptive qualities tucked under his 
boisterous facade. As he progressed in his 
career, he’d often remind me, ‘Hey, not so 
bad for a diamond in the rough, huh?’”

Meyer recalled that Golden was his 
sounding board. “He taught me so much. 
He stressed integrating education with real-
world experience to prepare for life after 
college, and to never stop learning and seek-
ing knowledge. That was essential for getting 
me to the ATF.”

Multifaceted problem solving

It would take years and multiple 
applications to get in, but eventually Meyer 
was accepted into the exclusive federal law 
enforcement agency that has fewer than 

2,500 agents nationwide. He began working 
for ATF in August 1999.

Detective Barnes, who worked the young 
Melph Mafia case with Meyer, said his 
colleague’s law background, his diverse 
knowledge and his passion for law enforce-
ment make him “extremely effective” as an 
investigator. “He sees the whole investiga-
tion, from all angles,” Barnes said. “It makes 
his cases airtight.”     

Also, noted Barnes, “He doesn’t just want 
to put the bad guy away; he wants to make 
the city a better place.” 

In addition to knowing the law from 
multiple angles, Meyer employs technology 
and research to conduct intelligence-driven 
investigations that involve GIS mapping, 
studying the history of shootings, arrests and 
murders in the area, and looking at crime 
patterns and ballistics. 

“We are using the same [racketeering and 
conspiracy] laws that are used against the 
Mafia and applying those laws and crimi-
nal statutes to street gangs because they 
become criminal enterprises much like a 
Mafia,” said Meyer. 

When Meyer graduated from the ATF 
Academy, where he was class president, he 
was initially assigned to the Syracuse Field 
Office. There he honed his skills working an 

array of criminal investiga-
tions that fall within broad 
federal jurisdiction. Several 
years later, he was accepted 
into the coveted Technical 
Operations Branch, where he 
concentrated on providing 
high-level electronic surveil-
lance support to high-profile 
criminal investigations all over 
the country.  

“I was the guy who dressed 
up in the middle of the night, 
stole your car with a federal 
court order, slapped a tracker 
on it, and then dumped it so 
that it could be found and you 
could be followed. I was the 

man who dressed up like a power company 
worker and climbed a utility pole to put a 
surveillance camera in place.”  

As one of his collateral responsibilities, 
Meyer is assigned as a tactical paramedic 
with the elite ATF Special Response Team. 
His mission is to provide the most advanced 
medical care in highly stressful and often 
austere conditions.  

“My work as a tactical paramedic has 
enabled me to train with some of the most 
elite military and civilian medics our nation 
has today,” he said. “Emergency medicine 
has always been one of my passions. There’s 
a feeling of satisfaction comforting and help-
ing others. To be able to bring emergency 
medicine to the field, and to be able to help 
somebody, that’s a gift. And there’s that 
emotional moment in the back of an ambu-
lance where that person gets to thank you.” 

Whether practicing law—which he 
still does with pro bono work for indigent 
clients—pursuing gang members or acting 
as a tactical paramedic, Meyer credits his 
Wheaton liberal arts education for making 
this career path possible.  

“Plato once said the ideal century is one 
that is well-educated, physically fit and has 
an appreciation for the arts. That’s some-
thing I learned at Wheaton, and it still ap-
plies to my daily life and my work.” Q

Michael Luke is a freelance writer and an 
adjunct professor in the English Department at 
Tulane University in New Orleans. 

Henry Meyer ’94, senior special agent with the U.S. 
Department of Justice in the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and an investigator 
with the Multi-Agency Gang Unit, at a Tactical Medical 
Operator Course Recertification in the Utah Mountains 
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Making 
housing a 
home Colleen Shea Doherty ’90 

offers a hand up rather 
than a handoutBy Lauren Cox

Colleen Shea Doherty ’90 grew up in 
Taunton, Mass. Her mother never had the 
opportunity to go to college herself, but she 
instilled a hard-work ethic and an apprecia-
tion of education in her daughters.

Both Doherty and her older sister, Kristen 
Shea Bettencourt ’89, attended Wheaton. 
In order to help pay for tuition, Doherty 
got a part-time job at the Taunton Housing 
Authority her freshman year.

Working on-site, Doherty can remem-
ber noticing how the people in the public 
housing projects were full of potential but 
also faced barriers. For example, the single 
mother in her early 20s with two kids who 
was clearly intelligent but had no family sup-
port and no job connections.

“I worked here every Friday while I was 
at Wheaton, so I would take the bus from 
Norton,” said Doherty during a recent inter-
view in her office. “There were times riding 
that bus when I would think, ‘Wheaton is a 
world away from what I’m coming to.’ How 
can you close that gap where kids are going 
to college and families are becoming self-
sufficient?” she wondered.

Today she still spends her days trying to an-
swer that question. Doherty is the executive 
director of the Taunton Housing Authority—a 
position she earned by rising up the ranks, 
starting right after graduating from Wheaton. 
In her role, she is not just making sure there is 

a roof over the heads of the families who live 
in housing complexes, but also that there are 
opportunities to create homes that provide a 
solid foundation for becoming self-sufficient.

Multidimensional perspective

Local and state officials—as well as 
Wheaton staff members—who have worked 
with Doherty describe her as a rare combi-
nation of disparate qualities. She has a good 
heart and a shrewd mind. She’s modest but 
confident, and an effective leader. Doherty’s 
influence on public housing spans from ad-
vocacy work to legislative reforms, to multi-
million-dollar housing projects. Last winter, 
the Massachusetts Chapter of the National 
Association of Housing and Redevelopment 
Officials (MassNAHRO) elected her to 
serve as its interim president. last year, 
MassNAHRO also elected her member of 
the year.

When a housing authority in a nearby 
city lost its director unexpectedly, Doherty 
stepped up to manage the housing authori-

ties of both towns to provide stability until 
the crisis was over.

“I know that she was there nights and 
weekends, going to board meetings to 
straighten out the issues at this smaller hous-
ing authority,” said Thomas Connelly, execu-
tive director of MassNAHRO. Connelly has 
worked with Doherty for 15 years, starting 
back when she was the executive assistant 
to the executive director of the Taunton 
Housing Authority.

Connelly said Doherty typically cuts to 
the heart of a matter without much fanfare. 
This is one reason why MassNAHRO asked 
her to chair its committee that meets regu-
larly with state legislators. In fact, Connelly 
says Doherty was a crucial advocate for 
housing authorities during the drafting of 
the Local Housing Authority Act of 2014. 
Doherty worked extensively with the 
Massachusetts Joint Committee on Housing, 
then chaired by Senator Jamie Eldridge of 
Acton and Representative Kevin Honan of 
Brighton/Allston.

“That bill has the most sweeping changes 
and enhancements in 40 years,” said 
Connelly. Massachusetts residents look-
ing for housing had to sign up for separate 
waiting lists in each community. But the bill 
calls for the creation of a statewide central-

Doherty’s influence on  

public housing spans from 

advocacy work to legislative 

reforms, to multi-million-dollar 

housing projects.
PHOTOS By KEITH NORDSTROM
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ized waiting list for public housing. “She 
[Doherty] worked with them and their staff 
on every single provision in that bill.”

Lisa Audette, executive director at the 
Franklin Housing Authority, thinks Doherty’s 
combination of empathy, preparedness and 
vision has made her a regional asset.

“She’s very compassionate for the people 
she serves, she’s always looking out for their 
best interests, not only for her residents but 
all residents,” said Audette, who is also the 
current president of MassNAHRO.

Bootstraps and barriers

In her 25 years of working at the Taunton 
Public Housing Authority, Doherty has seen 
plenty of struggles and successes. But a few 
moments stick in her mind.

One night in 2005 Doherty received a 
call before daybreak to come to the public 
housing complex Fairfax Gardens. There 
had been a drive-by shooting, and as the ex-
ecutive director of the housing authority she 
had to attend to the site during the police 
investigation. She remembers watching the 
sun come up and the school buses arrive for 
the next school day.

“I was watching this kid come out with 
his backpack on, go under the tape and go 
to the bus,” she said. “Because I knew his 
background, I knew that his mother wasn’t 
even home. That she had been hospitalized.

“This child was getting himself up, going to 
the bus, and here we had crime-scene tape 
and a bunch of police out here, and bullet 
holes in some of the buildings,” she said.

 “That’s what hit me. I remember saying to 
myself, ‘We’re providing housing, but what 
do we provide beyond that?’ A roof over 
their heads, that’s it. That’s all it was.”

Doherty and her colleagues had tried 
various tactics to clean up the crime-ridden 
Fairfax Gardens site. But more policing and 
security measures hadn’t seemed to work. So 
she started talking to the Taunton Housing 
Authority board about trying something dras-
tic—demolishing the site and starting anew.

The sociology major operates on the phi-
losophy that her office should not just provide 
shelter, but a foundation of stability so that 
families can move up and out of public hous-
ing. And for the elderly and disabled, who 
may always need to rely on public housing, 
that stability can allow them to contribute to 
the community.

But Fairfax Gardens itself seemed to 
reinforce instability and isolation among 
its residents. The project was built in 1951 
on a 43-acre plot in a neighborhood of 
single-family homes. Housing authorities 
administer several tiers of housing assistance 
according to a family’s financial need, but 
Fairfax Gardens was slated to only house 
people in the neediest category.

The site’s 150 townhouse units were 
crowded into a few small blocks of court-
yards, leaving the remaining expanse of the 
wooded lot unused. One road—DeWert 
Avenue—went in and out of the site.  

Whatever the original intentions, Fairfax 
Gardens created a wooded buffer between 
its vulnerable residents and the middle-
income community outside. It was a place 
where crime could easily flourish, but op-
portunity seemed out of reach.

Doherty said both Fairfax Gardens and 
DeWert Avenue had become synonymous 
with drug trafficking and gangs, and the resi-
dents began to feel branded with a reputation.

“I once had a resident come in and say, 
‘My son couldn’t get a job at a local market 
because of his address.’ They wouldn’t hire 
him because he was from DeWert Avenue,” 
said Doherty. “That really hit me hard, 
because I had never thought of that as a bar-
rier. How could I change that?”

If Fairfax Gardens were demolished and 
rebuilt, Doherty knew it would give every-
one a clean slate. All the stakeholders—the 
residents, local leaders and social service 
agencies—could work together to create a 
new space where families could flourish, 
and connect with resources in the greater 
community. Doherty’s decades of experi-
ence working with public housing residents 
had already given her some ideas.

“It was always hard to go into the units 
and see kids eating in front of the TV, or do-
ing their homework in front of the TV,” she 
said. “But because the units were so small, 
there really was no choice.”

The old units were just big enough for 
a kitchen table or a couch, but not both. 
Doherty thought it should be a priority to 
build out new units with enough space for 
a kitchen table so that families could eat a 
meal together, and kids had a place to sit 
and do homework.

Once those families went outside, Doherty 
wanted space for a neighborhood com-

munity to grow in a healthy way. She also 
wanted to connect the residents in the public 
housing units to the surrounding community 
of Taunton.

“We needed to build out neighborhoods 
that could become self-sufficient,” she said. 
That would mean a partnership between the 
housing authority and local social service 
agencies to bring money management, 
job-skill training and other programs to the 
residents of a new site.

Doherty knew the first step was to find the 
money to rebuild, so she took an ambitious 
shot at a federal grant called HOPE VI. 

Persistence pays off

The U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development started HOPE VI in 
1993. In the first 15-plus years of its exis-
tence, the HOPE VI program gave more 
than $6 billion of federal funding in grants—
mostly in cities much larger than Taunton. 
Doherty applied twice for the grant—once 
in 2009 and again in 2010—before getting it 
in 2011.

“That HOPE VI grant was tremendously 
hard to get,” said Connelly. Of the many 
housing authority directors in the state—and 
there are 242 housing authorities repre-
sented by MassNAHRO—Connelly said 
Doherty stands out.

“She’s got a real feeling for how to get 
people to work together for the same objec-
tives—even though they may have differing 
viewpoints,” he said. Connelly thinks that 
Doherty’s ability to debate and build consen-
sus helped Taunton win the HOPE VI grant.

Thanks to the HOPE VI and other funding, 
all the units in Fairfax Gardens were demol-
ished to make way for the new project called 
Bristol Commons, which opened in October 
2014. Bristol Commons was designed to have 
fewer, larger units surrounded by more green 
space.

Where once stood crowded blocks of 
units now lie several wide one-way streets 
lined with colorful two- or three-story 
townhouses. All 88 townhouses have small 
porches, planters and deck chairs, with a 
space in back for barbecue grills and chil-
dren to play.

DeWert Avenue is gone. Now the road to 
the housing units first passes by a community 
building. Inside is a recreation hall, a com-
puter lab for youths to use after school, and a 
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Head Start Pre-K program, where parents can 
drop off children on their way to work.

A community garden sits at the end of one 
road. It’s open to the greater community as 
well as the residents. But a plot is reserved 
for the children in the Head Start program, 
who get to eat the vegetables they plant 
themselves. A common green area lies in the 
center of two main roads, with playgrounds, 
a splash fountain and seating for adults.

The HOPE VI funding was large enough 
to revamp another blighted lot in downtown 
Taunton called Parcel 6A. This second site, 
now called Lenox Green, contains the same 
colorful style of mixed-income townhouses 
but specifically caters to the needs of elderly 
and disabled residents. Doherty’s office and 
the Taunton Housing Authority are also a 
block away.

Community building between worlds

When someone walks into Doherty’s 
office, the first thing they see is a wooden 
table, much like a kitchen table, with chairs 
where people can sit and talk. leaning on 
the wall next to her desk is a giant card-
board check for $22 million from the HOPE 
VI program.

Doherty credits her education for many 
of her achievements, including the HOPE VI 
grant, Bristol Commons and Lenox Green.

“In my position, if I were just about bricks 
and mortar, or just about the social aspect of 
it, or just about the business side of it, then 
I’d have too much tunnel vision to pull it 
off,” she said. “I think Wheaton made sure I 
never have that tunnel vision.”

Doherty has split her time between two 
different worlds for most of her career. There 
is the world of donors, city officials and state 
legislators in downtown Boston—those who 

hold the power to mete out where resources 
go. And then there is her home turf in 
Taunton, and a world of teenage mothers, the 
elderly and the disabled—people who would 
be one stroke of bad luck away from living on 
the streets without extra help.

While working at the Taunton Housing 
Authority, Doherty has made efforts to help 
students build bridges between their aca-
demic world and a living local community. 
In 2014, Wheaton student Hannah Dalglish 
’16 went door to door surveying residents 
about their needs. This year, Sienna Arpi ’17 
and Molley Shea ’17 spent time as transla-
tors for Spanish-speaking residents in intern-
ships supervised by Associate Professor of 
Hispanic Studies Francisco Fernández de 
Alba.

“I had a great experience,” said Arpi. “I 
translated legal documents and newsletters 
into Spanish, and I really felt that I was help-
ing to provide important resources to the 
latino residents.”

Arpi worked directly under case managers 
Ann Sullivan and Marta Pinto at the Taunton 
Housing Authority. But she was inspired to 
see Doherty direct the programs.

“I appreciate her facilitating my internship, 
and it’s clear that she works very hard to sup-
port the Taunton Housing Authority staff and 
residents,” said Arpi. “As a current Wheaton 
student, I think it’s great to see how she’s 
dedicating her degree to serve a community 
in need.”

Two more Wheaton students—Giovanna 
Bishop ’17 and Evania “Eva” Thompson 
’18—worked with Lydia Silva at the Bristol 
Commons community garden this summer. 
The students ran gardening workshops each 
week for families who had a plot in the gar-
den, did outreach to attract more families to 

the garden, and ran programs for the older 
children who lived in Bristol Commons.

“We planted a pizza garden at the begin-
ning of the summer, and on the last day of 
our internship we had a pizza party with the 
kids, eating the vegetables we planted,” said 
Thompson. 

“We let the students go out and do their 
research and customize their experience as 
part of the learning of an internship,” ex-
plained Vereene Parnell, associate dean for 
Service, Spirituality and Social Responsibility 
at Wheaton. Parnell has partnered with 
Doherty on community service projects and 
helped connect Bishop and Thompson to 
the internships at the community garden. 
Not only did the students help create the 
garden, they also developed an accompany-
ing educational unit.

“They grew exponentially in terms of 
their ability to articulate the importance of 
what they were doing, and their people-
organizing skills,” said Parnell.

Parnell said Doherty is also an excel-
lent educator, even if she may not think of 
herself that way. Parnell was particularly 
impressed with Doherty when she spoke at 
Wheaton’s annual Sophomore Symposium.

“At the college level we have students 
who are our policy wonks who love the 
political aspects, and then we have students 
who love the community work—and they 
are rarely the same students,” said Parnell. 
“She [Doherty] is very good at communicat-
ing that you have to address the root cause, 
and that is often in policy and politics, and 
you can’t just float above it because policy is 
what is going to make systemic change.” Q

Lauren Cox is a Boston-area freelance writer.
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A helping hand
Librarian uses 3D printer to 
create prosthetics

John Walsh ’01, assistant reference librar-
ian at the Newton Free library in Newton, 
Mass., is building a thumb.

Using a 3D printer to create prosthetics 
is not in Walsh’s job description, but it’s a 
challenge he accepts with enthusiasm. And 
it’s changing lives.

The thumb Walsh is working on now 
eventually will belong to a man named 
Fred, who heard about another of Walsh’s 
projects, in which he used the library’s 3D 
printer to create fingers for a 20-year-old 
from Guatemala. That project, which began 
this past spring, was the start of Walsh’s 
adventure in 3D-printed prosthetics.

About a year and a half earlier, Walsh 
had convinced the library trustees to invest 
in a 3D printer as part of a new education 
initiative. At the library’s annual Spring Fling 
fundraiser, he was invited to set up a table 
to share examples of how the printer could 
be used, including plastic busts, jewelry and 
two prosthetic hands. 

Seeing the hands, Newton resident 
Brenda Caplan asked Walsh whether he 
could print fingers for someone. Walsh said 
he could. Caplan brought Welmer Cordova 
to the library the next day.

The young Guatemalan had lost several 
fingers in a gas explosion when he was about 
6 years old. He was in Boston for treatment at 
the Shriners Hospital for Children.

“At first he didn’t quite get why he was 
there,” Walsh said. “You’ve spent 15 years 
without fingers. Now some librarian says 
he’s going to make you some fingers. There’s 
a natural level of ‘yeah, all right buddy.’”

The process involved several visits dur-
ing which Walsh took measurements of 
Cordova’s right hand so he could design fin-
ger caps to fit over it. The basic design came 
from a website, enablingthefuture.org, which 
helps people get 3D-printed prosthetics.

Once they found the right fit, Walsh wired 
the fingers so they could open and close 
when Cordova flexed his hand. The fingers, 
which were dipped in Plasti Dip to provide 
grip, were attached to a glove that Cordova 
could pull on over his hand.

“The last time he came back, I tightened 
the fingers and then told him to flex. He 
did. Then he would not stop smiling,” Walsh 
said.

Unlike a professionally made prosthetic, 
which could cost tens to hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, Cordova’s fingers cost $11 
to make, Walsh said.

“Is it as good? It’s really good,” he said of 
the 3D-printed version. “It’s not titanium. It’s 
not bolted in place. But it works. And now 
Welmer can pick up a cup of coffee.”

Walsh graduated from Wheaton in 2001 
with an English degree and minors in clas-
sics and history. He excelled at computers 
and worked summers in Wheaton’s language 
lab. He also has a master’s degree in library 
science from Simmons College.

“English literature prepares you for many 
things: how to communicate effectively, how 

to read, how to study, and how to get good 
at something quickly,” he said.

And Walsh is learning, too, one challenge 
at a time. First, there’s Fred’s thumb, which 
involves creating an entirely new design, 
as there is no prototype for a 3D-printed 
thumb. So far, he has been through about 
eight iterations, and the thumb is currently 
being field-tested.

Walsh is also working with a church in 
Walpole, Mass., to 3D print prosthetics for 
children in Africa.

And after that?
The Wheaton alum has his eye on the 

robotic glove given to luke Skywalker after 
he loses his hand in Star Wars’ The Empire 
Strikes Back.

“It’s my encore,” he said. Q

—Becca Manning

John Walsh ’01 (left) adapted free designs he found 
online to create 3D-printed prosthetic fingers (above) 
for a man from Guatemala and a prosthetic thumb 
(below) for a man from Newton, Mass.
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A balancing act
Taylor Wright-Sanson 
masters circus performance, 
Web developing

At first glance, there appears to be little 
crossover between software engineering and 
circus arts. 

But for computer science and interface 
design major Taylor Wright-Sanson ’13, an 
iOS developer and skilled circus performer, 
the two disciplines complement each other 
nicely. 

“Each requires very specific and prac-
ticed skills to solve problems,” says Wright-
Sanson, who in January 2015 joined 
education technology startup Kaymbu in 
Cambridge, Mass., as its lead iOS devel-
oper. The Wheaton alum also is a longtime 
circus performer who regularly performs 
for Wunderle’s Big Top Adventures, which 
provides entertainment at festivals, corporate 
events and holiday shows. 

For the circus arts, problem solving is 
physical in nature and requires some mental 
acrobatics, he said. “Not only does an act 
need a good trick, but you have to know if 
those tricks will flow well together.”

Performers may opt for a simpler trick 
over a more complicated one if it displays 
better to the audience. “For example, I will 
most likely get a better response from an au-
dience for juggling three apples while eating 
one over juggling five balls—even though 
juggling five balls is much harder.”

Working as a developer is not as physical 
(although Wright-Sanson is talented enough 
to type and unicycle simultaneously), but it 
requires an ability to efficiently and ef-
fectively solve problems so users have a 
positive experience with an application. At 
Kaymbu, he is working on an app called 
Daily Note, which is designed to help teach-
ers take daily notes of their students that can 
be easily shared with parents. In just one 
month, teachers used Daily Note to send 
more than 53,000 notes to parents.

“I’m my strictest critic when it comes to 
any app I build or act I create. I want my 
audiences to have the best experience pos-
sible,” he says.

Wright-Sanson, who many students re-
member for his unicycle antics on campus, 

credits Wheaton for helping shape his suc-
cess as a computer scientist and an artist. He 
cited many professors who guided him along 
the way, including his advisor, Professor of 
Computer Science Mark leBlanc.  

“What I most appreciated about him 
was when I came to him with an idea, he 
wouldn’t ever say, ‘You can’t do that’ or 
‘That’s not how it’s done.’ He would say, ‘All 
right, let’s see how we can do this,’” Wright-
Sanson says. “That attitude is one I try to 
bring into all of my work.”

Associate Professor of Computer Science 

Tom Armstrong supported his innovative 
side. “He was always game for knitting a 
scarf that plays ‘Jingle Bells’ with LEDs that 
synchronize to the beat, or building a Klein 
bottle out of Legos,” Wright-Sanson says. 

Claudia Fieo and Andy Howard, both 
professors of art, pushed him to take his 
creative talents to a new level, “in ways I’ve 
been able to easily apply to any work I do, 
whether it be in iOS development, perfor-
mance or a new art project,” he says. Q

—Laura Pedulli

ROBERT SANSON

Taylor Wright-Sanson ’13 is an iOS developer and skilled circus performer, known for his unicycle tricks. 
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Head of the class 
Geoffrey Fenelus finds his passion teaching kids

Geoffrey Fenelus ’09, an economics major, didn’t 
always plan on working in education. 

When he enrolled at Wheaton as a fresh-
man in 2005, his intention was to pursue 
a long-term career in finance. Little did 
he know that he’d find his true calling as 
the founding dean of students at Bushwick 
Ascend Middle School, a public, tuition-free 
charter school in central Brooklyn that offers 
a rigorous liberal arts curriculum mod-
eled closely on the practices of New york 
City’s finest independent schools. Ascend’s 
mission is to equip every student with the 
knowledge, confidence and character to 
succeed in college and beyond. 

There are nine schools in total in the 
Ascend network, but the Bushwick loca-
tion—which Fenelus helped launch—just 
opened in 2015. “Our mission is simple,” 
he explains. “We’re trying to get kids to, 
through and beyond college by making sure 
every Bushwick Ascend student has access 
to the same quality education as students in 
high-income neighborhoods.”

For Fenelus, the opportunity to take on a 
leadership role came at the perfect time. After 
working as a personal banker in Queens after 
graduating from Wheaton, he began to think 
about a career in education when a friend 
invited him to volunteer in the classroom at a 
KIPP charter school, also in New york.

  “The first week, I went in one day,” 
he recalls. “The second week, it was two 
days. Three weeks later, I was in there five 
days a week. I couldn’t believe how much I 
enjoyed the work.”

So back to school Fenelus went, becoming 
a New york City teaching fellow and enroll-
ing to get his master’s degree in education 
from Long Island University. Upon gradu-
ation, he landed his first job at the Hyde 
School, a boarding school (and his alma 
mater) in Woodstock, Conn. There, Fenelus, 
who was a member of the Wheaton men’s 
basketball team, happily worked his way up 
from teacher to administrator, coaching the 
high school basketball team on the side. 

But two years in, Ascend called. 
Fenelus—who was newly married with a 

newborn daughter at the time—knew it was 
a chance he couldn’t pass up. “My long-
term plan is to become a middle school 
principal,” he says. “My wife and I both 
agreed that this job was the best path toward 
achieving that goal.”

This past September, Fenelus welcomed 
the first crop of fifth and sixth grad-
ers into the art-covered hallways of the 
newly opened Ascend school. As dean 
of students, he oversees all the specialist 
teachers (everything from athletics to art), 
deals with student discipline issues, and 
is the point person for parent and student 
communication. 

“Basically, I’m in charge of school 
culture,” Fenelus explains. “My day to day 
consists of creating a school environment 
conducive to learning, where students feel 
empowered, inspired and equipped.”

And Fenelus admits: His experience at 
Wheaton is what he draws from the most in 
his new role. “Wheaton created an atmo-

sphere where leadership was prevalent,” he 
says. “When I enrolled, I was young, dumb 
and naive. But I was held accountable for 
my actions and pushed to reach my poten-
tial, not just by the faculty but by my peers. 
At Ascend, it’s similar. A large part of my day 
is just making myself a presence so that the 
kids know we’re holding them accountable 
and acknowledging their successes.”

At Wheaton, one of the people who 
held Fenelus accountable was his advisor, 
Russell Williams, chair of the Economics 
Department. Williams—who still keeps in 
close touch with Fenelus—isn’t surprised at 
all by his student’s new role. “As a college 
student, Geoff was insightful about people 
and motivated,” he recalls. “He had a great 
understanding of social context and how 
the dramas of individuals’ everyday lives 
are shaped by their contexts. I believe his 
impact on the next generation of students 
will be incredible.” 

Fenelus’s classmate Marco Barbone ’09 
agrees. “Geoff was the mayor of Wheaton,” 
he says. “His passion for what he does and 
what he decides to do really sets him apart 
on campus and now in his job.”

It has been only a handful of months since 
Fenelus (who’s still coaching basketball at 
a high school in Brooklyn) began his new 
post, but he’s thrilled he found a way to turn 
his passion into a career. 

“I look at teaching and coaching as almost 
the same thing,” he says. “you inspire, you 
practice and you practice again. you look at 
your goals and take feedback and you do it 
again. There’s a process watching someone 
fully develop and seeing them be challenged 
and rise to that challenge, then watching 
their joy when they succeed. The entire 
process is what I love.” Q

—Rachel Bowie ’04
Geoffrey Fenelus ’09 warmly welcomes students each 
morning and prepares them for the day.
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Tackling HIV/AIDS prevention
Gilda Rodrigues wins Rotary Global Grant 

Gilda Rodrigues ’14, an advocate for disease 
prevention and maternal health, was named a 
recipient of Rotary International’s prestigious Global 
Grant.

The grant supports graduate study in one 
of the organization’s focus areas, including 
disease prevention, education, and maternal 
and children’s health. The goal is to support 
large international activities with sustainable, 
measurable outcomes.

The Rotary scholarship builds on 
Rodrigues’s previous focus in the health 
care field. In 2013, she studied 
public health, race and hu-
man rights in Brazil, thanks 
to the Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship 
Program. 

Following graduation, 
Rodrigues joined AmeriCorps, 
through which she volun-
teered for multiple organiza-
tions, including Community 
of Hope, a clinic focused on 
providing primary care to 
underserved families, and the 
Torture Abolition and Survivors 
Support Coalition. Her research 
credentials also include work at 
Harvard Medical School and at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
in Boston.

Rodrigues, who majored 
in religion on a pre-med 
track, headed to England in 
September 2015 to pursue a 
master’s degree at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. The one-year pro-
gram will teach her multidisci-
plinary and practical methods 
in selecting and designing 
systems to control diseases.

Her passion for fighting dis-
ease began as a very personal 
one.

“When my siblings were young they 
became really sick, so I spent a lot of time in 
the hospital. I became so amazed by the ser-
vices that the doctors provided that I wanted 
to become just like them, saving children’s 
lives,” said the East Boston native.

Her early interest in health care has devel-
oped into a passion for HIV/AIDS preven-

tion. She hopes to help remove the stigma 
surrounding parents diagnosed with the 
disease, which affects children as well. 

“For those who have family members with 
HIV/AIDS, the suffering is never-ending, 
which is similar to some of the other chronic 
conditions in my family,” said Rodrigues.

While abroad, Rodrigues plans to put 
her Wheaton education and her desire to 
help people to work. She spent the summer 
gaining final approval to develop educa-
tion seminars at Body and Soul, a United 
Kingdom charity program focused on HIV 
prevention. The organization is specifically 

geared to youth ages 13 to 19, 
which appeals to Rodrigues 
because she wants to focus her 
efforts on the youngest and 
most vulnerable populations.

In addition to teaching and 
training young people about 
HIV/AIDS and health, Body 
and Soul empowers them to 
become future advocates for 
disease prevention in their 
communities. 

“I hope that I can help the 
youth by making them more 
aware that they are not alone 
in learning to live with HIV/
AIDS, and, at the same time, 
motivate them toward action 
rather than pity,” she said.

For Rodrigues, the Rotary 
scholarship is a stepping-stone 
to her ultimate aspiration: 
becoming a pediatrician. She 
hopes to eventually work in 
developing countries to open 
up better access to health care 
and advance approaches to 
prevent endemic diseases in 
vulnerable locales.

 “I feel great, and I’m very 
proud to receive this grant. I’ve 
worked really hard for it,” she 
said. Q

—Laura Pedulli
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Upcoming Deadlines

Spring 2016:  Jan. 7, 2016
Summer 2016:  March 10, 2016
Fall 2016:  June 24, 2016
Winter 2017:  Sept. 20, 2016

These deadlines apply to class 
secretaries and their columns. 
Submissions from classmates should 
be made directly to class secretaries 
before these deadlines. 

We cannot guarantee the 
publication of class notes received 
after the deadline as production 
schedules and resources require 
strict deadline compliance.

Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints 
(made from a negative) or digital 
photos can be submitted to the 
Quarterly for publication. 

Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should be 
taken on the highest-quality setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6 
inches or larger and 300 dpi. 
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG 
and email it as an attachment to 
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.

How to Submit Class Notes

Email: Email your notes to  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. 
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)

By fax: (508) 286-8228

By post: yes, the postperson is still 
welcome at our door. you may mail 
columns or your news to:

Class Notes 
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College 
Norton, MA 02766 

Questions? 

We are here to help tackle any 
questions, concerns or problems 
that come up as you work on your 
class notes. 
News about members of classes 
that are not listed or do not have a 
class secretary may be submitted to 
the Wheaton Quarterly, preferably 
by email.

CLASS NOTES

Stay connected to the latest 
Wheaton news
Join us on 

  Facebook.com/WheatonCollege 

and follow us on Twitter  

 @wheaton

Your gift. Your way.

Every life has stages.
Wheaton has a gift plan for every one. 
Planning for and protecting your future 
includes thoughtful gift planning throughout 
your life. During your later years, for example, 
you might consider establishing a charitable 
gift annuity that will benefit you or your 
loved ones in your lifetime, and then future 
generations of Wheaton students.

Find out more about how you can give 
for the future right now. Call the Office of 
Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or online at 
wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning.



A tennis star at all ages
June Alper Smith ’57 competes in world championships

A love for tennis can last a lifetime.
Consider Judy Alper Smith ’57, who not only 

continues to play tennis in her eighties, but also 
competed in the International Tennis Federation 
Super-Seniors World Team Championships in 
Umag, Croatia, in September 2015. Smith is among 
the top four tennis players in the U.S. in her age 
category. 

A native of Brookline, Mass., she has played 
tennis since learning the game at age 6 at summer 
camp in Maine. Over the years, she and various 
partners have achieved No. 1 ranking in New 
England women’s doubles, often in categories 
younger than their own ages. 

Smith frequently represents the New England 
region in national competitions. Since turning 70, 
she has won four “gold balls” in tournaments across 
the country.

Smith also garnered many accolades as a high 
school coach, leading the Newton South High  
School women’s squad to a state championship in 
1976. Seven years later, she competed in the 15th 
Maccabiah Games, where she won the bronze medal 
competing against players from all over the world. 

She was inducted into the U.S. Tennis 
Association New England Hall of Fame, located 
in Newport, R.I., in 2013. Because of her outstanding career in tennis, 
Wheaton inducted her into the Yowell Athletics Hall of Fame in 2013.

Smith, who graduated from Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in his-
tory, remains involved with the college, serving as vice president of her 
class and attending several Reunions over the years. Q

—Laura Pedulli

Judy Alper Smith 
’57, pictured above 
with her International 
Tennis Federation 
Super-Seniors World 
Team Championships 
teammates, and right, 
with athletics director 
John Sutyak ’00, when 
she was inducted into 
the Yowell Athletics 
Hall of Fame in 2013.
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Practice makes perfect
Kerin Stackpole ’84 recognized for achievements in law

A passion for government and law emerged early for Kerin 
Stackpole ’84, who as a child read the transcripts of the 
Watergate tapes—for fun—and watched her mother, a city 
alderman, influence change in her community.

Now an attorney at Paul Frank + Collins in Burlington, Vt., 
Stackpole is at the top of her game. Her peers recently selected 
her for inclusion in the 2016 edition of Best Lawyers in America 
for the practice areas of employment and labor law, and em-
ployment and labor litigation. This is the fifth consecutive year 
she has achieved recognition in Best Lawyers. 

Stackpole says she was drawn to these areas of law “because 
fundamentally they are about the relationships between people 
who come together toward common goals.” 

At her practice, she devotes much of her time to providing 
in-house training for managers so they can create a culture 
where employees succeed, she said. “It is very rewarding to see 
companies grow and thrive and to see individual contributors 
really make a difference.”

She also defends employers in various jurisdictions, mostly in 
New England. “Many of our clients make products people use 
every day, or insure the companies that make them,” she said.

Stackpole—who serves as an alumnae/i trustee and on the 
Alumnae/i Association Board of Directors—calls her Wheaton 
education a “terrific foundation” for her career in law. (She 
received her J.D. from American University.) 

“The academics were challenging and thought-provoking, and my 
experiences outside the classroom made me a more confident per-
son and more certain that I could make a difference in the world,” 
she said, noting that she completed an internship at the American 
Academy of Pediatrics in Washington, D.C., while a student at 
Wheaton.

A history major, she effectively managed her full course load 
while competing on the tennis team, for which she was captain. Her 
tennis coach, lynn Miller, “taught me a lot about working through 
tough situations,” she said.

Stackpole also said that Professor Emeritus Paul Helmreich, 
Professor of History Alexander Bloom and the late Jay Goodman, 
professor of political science, were great mentors who pushed her to 
analyze situations thoroughly and use primary sources in research.

“They made it clear to me that the past is prologue. We are 
where we are today because of people, events and influences 
long past. It is a perspective that is beautifully suited for the 
practice of law, given the role of precedent in all that we do as 
attorneys,” she said. Q

—Laura Pedulli
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The cultural side of Acadia National Park 
Marie Curcio Yarborough orchestrates outdoor exhibit project

last summer, amid much fanfare, Acadia 
National Park in Maine unveiled more 
than 100 wayside (outdoor) exhibits 
to help better educate visitors on the 
park’s ecological and cultural history. 
And Marie Curcio Yarborough ’93 was 
integral to this achievement.

Yarborough, an anthropology major 
at Wheaton, became an interpretive 
ranger at the national park, situated on 
Mount Desert Island, in 2009.

“My favorite thing about Acadia is 
the fact that it is the only park created 
almost entirely from land donated to 
the federal government. In other 
words, this park is truly a gift from 
the American people to the American 
people,” she said.

However, the outdoor exhibits need-
ed upgrades as they lacked information 
about the park’s cultural history. “There 
was nothing about native people, noth-
ing about the park founders, nothing 
about the historic trails and the people and 
processes that built them, and nothing about 
the historic buildings that the park maintains 
and cherishes,” she said.

Hence an opportunity to give the wayside 
exhibits a makeover.

As interpretive ranger, yarborough had to 
determine the best places to tell cultural sto-
ries about Acadia, and collect information 
that would enhance visitor experience of 
particular spots. She conducted graphic re-
search to locate contemporary and historic 

imagery, and worked with photographers, 
volunteers and a writer to craft each exhibit.

“Once the final concepts for each exhibit 
were approved, I supervised the installation 
of the exhibits outdoors during October, 
November and December. And yes, it was 
very cold and very miserable,” she said.

Yarborough credits her Wheaton educa-
tion for molding her dream to become an 
anthropologist. In particular, she found 
inspiration in Professor of Anthropology 
Donna Kerner, for whom she served as a 

teaching assistant for “Introduction to 
Cultural Anthropology.”

“One thing that Professor Kerner 
taught me is to always speak truth to 
power. For a young female college stu-
dent to watch an independent, brilliant 
professor challenge the status quo, and 
stand up for the rights of women and 
minorities, that leaves a mark on you—
in a good way,” she said.

Also, at Wheaton, Yarborough 
developed strong writing skills that 
prepared her for professional life and 
graduate school. (She received her 
master’s degree in American and 
New England studies at University of 
Southern Maine.)

“I easily landed jobs in museum 
work in education, programming, writ-
ing and teaching, and nonprofit work,” 
she said. Her past positions include 
stints as the first full-time museum 
educator of the Abbe Museum in Bar 

Harbor and as program manager at South 
Carolina-based Science South, an educa-
tion center geared toward children.

For now, Yarborough is enjoying the suc-
cess of the wayside exhibits, which comes 
just in time for a major milestone at the 
park. “They will look great for our centen-
nial celebration this year,” she said. Q

—Laura Pedulli



Understanding autism from the inside out
Matthew Goodwin ’98 credits professor with career success

Understanding a person with 
autism requires looking beyond 
his or her outward behaviors. 

This insight is what the late 
Professor Emerita of Psychology 
Grace Baron imparted to 
Matthew Goodwin ’98, who 
has spent the bulk of his career 
pursuing technology solutions to 
uncover the inner lives of per-
sons with autism to help them 
manage their day-to-day lives. 

“Grace was the first person 
I met who emphasized the 
importance of considering the 
inner lives—thoughts, beliefs, 
feelings and desires—of persons 
with autism instead of focusing 
only on observable behavior 
and assuming there was noth-
ing else,” said Goodwin, who 
currently serves as an interdisci-
plinary assistant professor in the 
Department of Health Sciences 
and College of Computer 
and Information Science at 
Northeastern University in 
Boston. 

This thinking sparked his idea 
to look at the internal physiol-
ogy of autistic people, culmi-
nating in the development of a 
biometric wristband he helped 
develop during his postdoctoral 
work in the MIT Media lab that 
can track changes in surface 
skin temperature, motion and 
sweat at the surface of the skin. 
Goodwin is working with the 

company that commercialized 
the biosensor, Empatica, Inc., 
to enable it to automatically 
alert caregivers of persons with 
autism to physiological changes 
that are found to associate with 
challenging behaviors, such as 
tantrums, self-injury, aggression 
to others, and elopement. They 
hope to complete that work in 
the next two to five years. 

Goodwin presented his 
research on this technology at 
Autech 2015, a conference on 
autism and technology held on 
October 1, 2015, in Manchester, 
England. 

While the innovation remains 
in proof-of-concept stage, the 
demand is strong for technol-
ogy to help caregivers better 
navigate the ups and downs of 
daily life of persons with autism, 
Goodwin said. 

“After nearly every scientific 
talk I give, all over the world, 
parents and teachers line up 
after saying, ‘you described my 
child/student perfectly, s/he of-
ten has tantrums and meltdowns 
that come out of the blue. It 
would be so valuable to un-
derstand what is causing them 
and be better able to provide 
adequate support’,” he said.

Goodwin, a psychology major 
at Wheaton, began developing 
this technology when he worked 
alongside Baron at the Groden 

Center, a Providence, R.I.-based 
nonprofit that works with youth 
diagnosed with autism, behav-
ioral disorders and develop-
mental disabilities. There, he 
monitored heart rate in students 
utilizing a wireless wearable 
harness with electrodes. Over 
the years, in various academic 
positions, he has redesigned 
the technology as a minimally 
invasive wristband.

Goodwin gave special rec-
ognition to Baron, who passed 
away in February 2015, in a eu-
logy he prepared for her service 
at Wheaton. “I am sorry not to 
be with you all today to celebrate 
one of the most extraordinary 

people I have ever met. Be it 
a simple twist of fate, or more 
likely evidence of the ubiqui-
tous gifts Grace bestowed on so 
many of us, the reason I am not 
with you is that I am receiving 
a research award at Princeton 
University for my career contri-
bution to autism. I credit Grace 
with this accomplishment and 
will receive the award in her 
honor, for she was unequivocally 
the one who set me on this path 
and led the way.” Q

—Laura Pedulli



From White House to State House 

Wheaton alum Gabe Amo ’10 
was profiled in July in WPRO 
News’ “630 Under 30” series, 
which highlights young profes-
sionals in Rhode Island.

Amo, 27, of Pawtucket, R.I., 
is director of public engagement 
for Rhode Island Governor Gina 
Raimondo.

“Politics and government 
have always been the most 
interesting things to me,” Amo 
told WPRO News. “My path 
here is a product of being 
singularly focused on trying to 
contribute to public service.”

As a political science major 
at Wheaton, Amo served 
on the Student Government 
Association and the College 
Hearing Board, and was presi-
dent of Wheaton’s chapter of 
The Roosevelt Institution. He 
received numerous scholarships 

and awards while at Wheaton, 
including the Davis International 
Fellowship, which enabled him 
to teach at a liberian refugee 
camp in Ghana the summer 
after his sophomore year.

His junior year, Amo was one 
of just 60 college students in the 
United States to win a Truman 
Scholarship for graduate study. 
And his senior year, he received 
a Marshall Scholarship, which 
supported his graduate studies 
in comparative social policy at 
Oxford University.

Before coming to the Rhode 
Island State House, Amo worked 
on President Obama’s re-elec-
tion campaign in Chicago and in 
the Office of Intergovernmental 
Affairs under the Obama ad-
ministration. He began working 
for Raimondo in January 2015, 
shortly after her election.

Amo told WPRO News he is 
glad to be back in his home state.

“The biggest thing for me is 
the connection to the people’s 
lives we are affecting,” he said in 
the interview. “At the federal lev-
el you’re a little further removed; 

the issues are much bigger.”
Read the profile and listen to 

an interview with Amo and his 
colleague, Raimondo’s press 
secretary Marie Aberger, at 
630wpro.com.

—Becca Manning

Share your Wheaton. 
Join our team.
Wheaton’s Alumnae/i and Parent Admission Committee 
(APAC) needs you to help recruit next year’s incoming class 
of exceptional and inspiring Wheaton students. APAC is one 
of several volunteer programs supported by the Alumnae/i 
Association and the Office of Admission.

Become a vital part of the admission process by sharing 
your knowledge and love of Wheaton with prospective and 
admitted students. Represent Wheaton at college fairs, 
contact recently admitted students, or mingle with families at 
receptions in your neighborhood.

APAC provides a fantastic opportunity to stay connected to 
Wheaton, to become involved in your local community, and 
to play an important role in identifying future generations of 
Wheaton graduates.

For more information, contact Kristen Cahalane ’05 
at cahalane_kristen@wheatoncollege.edu or visit 
wheatoncollege.edu/alumnaei/volunteer-information/apac/.

http://www.630wpro.com/2015/07/27/630-under-30-aberger-amo-go-from-white-house-to-state-house/


Food for thought
Sarah Amin ’10 conducts groundbreaking study on federal lunch program

Parents, close your eyes. Fruits and 
vegetables added to school lunches to 
improve nutrition often end up in the 
trash, according to a widely publicized 
study by Sarah Amin.

The National School lunch Program 
guidelines—implemented in 2012—re-
quire elementary school children to 
select a fruit or vegetable as part of a 
federally reimbursable meal. But instead 
of boosting consumption, the young 
students dispose of the fruits and veg-
etables, according to her research. 

“Assuming that about 400 school 
lunches were served each day per 
school that was involved in the study, 
this would add up to about 56 cups of 
fruits and vegetables wasted,” she said.

Moreover, after the new rules went 
into effect, children consumed fewer 
fruits and veggies overall.

Amin, who conducted this research 
as a Ph.D. candidate at the University of 
Vermont, was surprised by these findings, 
she said. But she hasn’t given up hope in 
delivering these vital sources of nutrients 
into children’s diets. 

“We are optimistic that other strategies in 
the cafeteria environment, such as cutting up 
fruits and vegetables, serving them with dip, 

and taste testing can help kids eat the fruits 
and vegetables they are selecting. In the long 
run, these guidelines can truly benefit chil-
dren’s dietary behaviors and health,” she said.

A biology major at Wheaton, Amin 
developed a strong interest in the research 
process and public health as a student. 

“Wheaton provided so many rich aca-
demic and extracurricular opportunities that 
shaped my interest to pursue my M.P.H. at 

Brown University and my Ph.D. in nutrition 
and food sciences at University of Vermont,” 
she said.  

Wheaton offered unique opportunities 
for students to get exposed to research and 
work closely with faculty, she added.

For instance, Amin teamed up with 
Craig Andrade, Wheaton’s former associ-
ate dean of health and wellness, on initia-
tives such as Wheaton Wellness Day. She 
worked with former Professor of Biology 
Edmund Tong for her senior honors thesis 
on angiogenesis in zebrafish, and forged a 
close relationship with her academic advi-
sor, Professor of Chemistry Elita Pastra-
landis. “She offered me constructive guid-
ance on how to write scientifically, which 
is important to the research process,” she 
said. 

Amin credits the Filene Center with help-
ing her develop her CV and apply for public 
health-related internships, including one at the 
Institute for Community Health Promotion at 
Brown University in Rhode Island. 

Amin currently is a postdoctoral scholar 
at the Friedman School of Nutrition Science 
and Policy at Tufts University in Boston. Q

—Laura Pedulli
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1940
Frances Lathrop-Drew, 96, of 
Barrington, R.I., died on September 7, 
2015, in Providence, R.I. She was the 
wife of the deceased James Lathrop and 
Robert Drew. In 1941, Frances married 
James Lathrop, and in 1947, they moved 
to Barrington, R.I., where she lived for 
67 years. Following the death of her first 
husband in 1983, she married Robert 
Drew in 1986. Frances was involved 
throughout her lifetime with St. John’s 
Church, scouting, the Barrington Boy’s 
Choir, Friends of the Barrington library 
and the Garden Club, Bristol County 
FISH and the Barrington Senior Center. 
She worked tirelessly for Wheaton’s 
Alumnae/i Association. 

Elizabeth Hoff Stultz passed away on 
February 6, 2014, in Palo Alto, Calif. 
Elizabeth was born in Milwaukee, 
Wis. Toward the end of World War II, 
Elizabeth married Raman Stultz, who 
was a flight instructor in the U.S. Navy. 
They lived for 20 years in Winnetka, Ill., 
where they raised their son and daugh-
ter. Elizabeth was active in the Illinois 
Children’s Home and Aid Society and 
in Christ Church. Elizabeth and Raman 
bought property in Sarasota, Fla., which 
they enjoyed for 30 years. They moved 
to California in 2004 to be near their 
son and his family. Elizabeth and Raman 
enjoyed 67 years of marriage before 
Raman’s death in 2011. 

1941
Anne Gladding Stern died in her sleep 
on January 23, 2014. Anne graduated 
from Wheaton and Yale University 
School of Nursing, where she received 
her master’s degree in nursing science. 
Upon graduation from Yale, Anne en-
listed in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps and 
served as a first lieutenant in the Pacific 
theater during World War II. After the 
war, Anne moved to Wilmington, Del., 
and became a nursing instructor at the 
Delaware Hospital School of Nursing. 
There, she met and married her husband, 
Oscar Stern, who had just returned 
from his World War II military service in 
Europe. 

1944
Marjorie Davis Tucker, 92, of Needham, 
Mass., died on June 27, 2015. Marjorie 
was married to Dick Tucker for more 
than 56 years, and together they raised 
four children. Her biggest source of 
joy was her family. She loved to cook 
and enjoyed preparing holiday meals 
until she was 90. Marjorie volunteered 
as a Girl Scout leader, Cub Scout den 
mother, Traveling Meals preparer and 
library book mender. She was a water 
skier and learned how to windsurf in her 
50s. She loved ballroom dancing with 
her husband and line dancing with her 

friends. She had a passion for painting, 
especially watercolors, and became a 
talented and prolific artist.

1945
Helen Mittlacher Erickson, 92, of 
Framingham and Falmouth, Mass., 
passed away on August 24, 2015. Helen 
was born in New york City and raised in 
Englewood, N.J. She practiced physical 
therapy in Minneapolis, Minn., and in 
Martha’s Vineyard and Falmouth, Mass.

1946
Madeline McMahon Kenyon died on 
September 27, 2015. She was preceded 
in death by her husband of 69 years, 
Frank Kenyon, who passed away on 
August 27, 2015. Madeline graduated 
from Wheaton, where she was a mem-
ber of the Triton Swim Group. Madeline 
and Frank lived in Livingston, N.J., 
where the family grew with the addition 
of son James and daughter Starr. The 

family then settled in Morris Plains, N.J. 
In 1960, she became the first woman 
physical education instructor at Drew 
University. She organized women’s 
athletic teams that were initially dubbed 
extramural programs rather than varsity 
sports. In 1981, Madeline was named 
Drew’s interim athletics director, serving 
then as one of just three women to ever 
lead a coed athletics department. She 
was inducted into the Drew University 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1997. Upon 
retirement, she and Frank moved to 
Seneca, S.C., and to Reno, Nev. She 
served as a contributor to the oral his-
tory of women’s athletics and Title IX 
published in 2011 by the University of 
Nevada Oral History Program. 

1947
Esther Boghossian Seferian of 
Winchester, Mass., died on August 22, 
2015, in Reading, Mass., after a long 
struggle with pulmonary fibrosis. She 

was 89. Born in Boston, she grew up 
in Rhode Island and graduated from 
Wheaton. After her marriage, she moved 
to Winchester, where she was active in 
the Winchester Garden Club and the 
Winchester En Ka Society, serving as 
president of both organizations.

Barbara Weinberg Rackoff died on 
August 20, 2015. She was born and 
raised in Pittsburgh, Pa. Barbara gradu-
ated from Wheaton, and later married 
lieutenant Raymond Rackoff upon 
his return from World War II. Ray and 
Barbara traveled the world for business 
and pleasure, enjoying every adventure. 

1950
Marilyn Bliss Scott, 86, of Grafton, 
Mass., passed away on October 2, 
2015, in her home. Marilyn was the wife 
of Edward Scott. She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in 
teaching. Marilyn loved to tell stories 
of cross-country skiing in Vermont and 
going to the beach to swim with her 
brother, James, and their mother. She 
carried on her love of swimming as an 
adult and used to frequent the YMCA. 
She enjoyed sewing, crafting and design-
ing dried-flower arrangements. 

Carla Turner Thommen passed away 
after a brief illness on September 1, 
2015. She was born in December 
1928 in Washington, D.C. Her early 
years were spent in Takoma Park, Md., 
Chicago and New york. Carla worked in 
personnel with a market research firm 
while living in Evanston, Ill. In 1953, she 
married Richard Thommen in Western 
Springs, Ill. She was a homemaker and 
then returned to work at World Vision 
International and later Pasadena City 
College. In 1995, Carla and Richard 
moved to San Clemente, Calif. Richard 
passed away in 2008. Carla loved San 
Clemente and was active in the church 
and community. 

1953
Mary Schenck Sullivan, 83, of 
Hendersonville, N.C., passed away on 
September 25, 2015. She was born in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in economics from Wheaton. 
Her last position was as a manage-
ment consultant for the William E. Hill 
Company in New york City. She and her 
husband retired to Hendersonville, N.C., 
25 years ago from Garden City, N.Y.

Katherine Brawner Reppas died on June 
6, 2015. She attended Wheaton and 
graduated from Stanford University with 
a bachelor’s degree in child psychol-
ogy. At Stanford, she met and married 
George Reppas. They were married for 
60 years until his passing in March 2015. 
While Katherine’s children were young, 

IN MEMORIAM

Winston Hindle Jr., former trustee
Longtime Wheaton supporter and 
former trustee Winston “Win” 
Hindle Jr. died on September 1, 
2015, in Concord, Mass., with his 
wife, Sarah, and family by his side. 

Win was born on Sept. 7, 1930, 
and raised in South 
Dartmouth, Mass. 
He graduated from 
Deerfield Academy 
and Amherst College, 
and later earned an 
M.B.A. from MIT 
Sloan School. Win 
enjoyed a distinguished 
32-year career at 
Digital Equipment 
Corporation, starting 
as an assistant to the president and 
retiring as senior vice president of 
operations. 

Win served on Wheaton’s 
Board of Trustees from 1977 to 
2003, including as chair from 
1987 to 1997. He contributed to 
several funds and scholarships, 
including the Catherine Conover 
Endowed Scholarship Fund, the 
Dale Rogers Marshall Endowed 
Fund, the Holcombe Austin Fund, 
the Judge Nancy Ann Holman 
Washington State Scholarship, 
the Winston and Sarah Hindle 
Annual Fund Scholarship and the 
Sesquicentennial Faculty Fund, 
among others.

Win generously supported 
Wheaton’s arts and cultural 
programs, as well as the college’s 
music teaching studios. Win’s support 
facilitated renovations to Hindle 

Auditorium, which was named in his 
honor for his many contributions as a 
leader of the college. 

President Dennis M. Hanno 
announced the news of Win’s 
death at the first faculty meeting 

of the semester held 
in Hindle Auditorium 
in September, noting 
that in his encounters 
over dinner with Win 
that he was a kind and 
compassionate man.

Marjorie Houston,  
then interim vice 
president of College 
Advancement, also 
added her thoughts at 

the meeting, saying that Win never 
said no to going to breakfast or to 
supporting scholarships.

 Professor of Biology Robert 
Morris thanked him for supporting 
the room, which serves as home 
to many lectures and which Morris 
and students regularly transform 
into an oversized scale model of a 
blood cell. 

In other philanthropy work, Win 
served as a trustee of the Concord 
Museum, and was an active 
participant at the West Concord 
Union Church. 

Win and Sarah raised three 
children: Karen, Gail and Gage. In 
December 2014, he and his wife 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary. Win enjoyed golfing, 
travel and spending time with his 
grandchildren. 
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she volunteered at school and with the 
junior league. She also volunteered at 
the Family Service Agency of San Mateo 
County in California. She eventually 
started working there part time, which 
grew into a full-time job. She took over 
the controller position, which she held 
for more than 20 years. 

Dorothy Harold Conner, 83, of 
Brookline, Mass., passed away on 
September 25, 2015. Dorothy spent 
many summers in Boothbay Harbor, 
Maine, sailing and working at the family 
business: Spruce Point Inn. A graduate of 
Wheaton, she taught in Newton’s public 
schools until her marriage to lester 
Conner Jr. She then turned her focus to 
service work: leading Brownie and Girl 
Scout troops, teaching Sunday school 
and singing in the choir. She devoted her 
remaining years to active involvement in 
local 12-step groups.

1954
Lilias Morehouse Bruce, 82, died on 
August 30, 2015, in Mequon, Wis. Lilias 
attended National Cathedral School 
and Wheaton. She and her husband 
settled in Milwaukee, Wis., and Naples, 
Fla., where she became involved in 
many clubs and organizations. lilias 
loved traveling, including trips with 
good friends to Europe, Africa, Asia, the 
Amazon and the Galapagos Islands. 

1955
Marion McDonald, 82, of Portland, 
Maine, died on August 27, 2015, after 
a brief illness. Marion graduated from 
Wheaton and then worked at Liberty 
Mutual in Boston, where she earned her 
certified property casualty underwriter 
designation. She returned to Portland in 
the late 1960s, working first in insurance 
and then in the office at Woodfords 
Church until retirement. She was a mem-
ber of the Woodfords Church Bell Choir. 
She vacationed in Boothbay Harbor, 
Maine, for most of her life. Marion was a 
supporter of the Altrusa Club and served 
as its president in the late 1980s. 

1956
Connie Green Harvie, 81, died on 
September 12, 2015. Connie at-
tended Wheaton and the University of 
Edinburgh, and settled in Boston. She 
ran her own real estate company for 15 
years. She was a member of the Beacon 
Hill Civic Association and the Friends 
of the Public Garden. She spent many 
summers in Mattapoisett, Mass., where 
she loved to sail. In the late 1980s, she 
reunited with and married her college 
sweetheart, Peter Harvie. Connie relo-
cated to California, where they remained 
together until his death in 2008. She 
was a strong supporter of the Santa 
Barbara Botanic Gardens, and served 

on the board of trustees. Connie was 
also a skier, a tennis player and an avid 
angler who shared her husband’s love of 
fly-fishing on the beautiful rivers of the 
Montana wilderness. 

1958
Nan Fisher Sloan, 79, wife of the late 
Gerald Sloan and a resident of the 
Hermitage on the Eastern Shore in 
Onancock, Va., formerly of Galloway 
Township, N.J., passed away on October 
4, 2015. She taught in the Absecon 
School System for more than 25 years. 

1965
Diane DePass Manget died unexpect-
edly from severe sepsis on January 
11, 2015. Born in New Orleans, she 
attended Wheaton and graduated from 
Newcomb College. She was a social 
worker in Atlanta prior to her work as 
a flight attendant for Delta Airlines for 

many years. She was a lifelong learner 
and a voracious reader with a love of 
all things cultural. She was an ardent 
advocate for the historic preservation of 
New Orleans, serving as the president 
of the CBD Improvement Association 
and as executive director of the Historic 
Fauburg St. Mary Corporation. 

1990
Stacey Hurd, 47, of Bellingham, Mass., 
passed away unexpectedly at home on 
August 31, 2015. 

2005
Julia Naegele, 32, an international aid 
worker, died on September 20, 2015, 
in South Sudan. She was the victim 
of a traffic accident. Julia served as a 
food security analyst for Chemonics 
International’s Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network. She previously worked 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo 

with Action Against Hunger, and contin-
ued on with that group in South Sudan. 
Julia spent seven months of 2010 in Haiti 
with Action Contre la Faim, and recently 
returned there. She also spent three 
years in Nairobi, Kenya, and worked in 
Rwanda as a consultant and food security 
business specialist. Julia graduated from 
Wheaton and earned a master’s degree 
in international affairs from Columbia 
University. She also earned a master’s 
degree in international affairs from the 
Institute of Political Studies in Paris.

2011
William Henry Cuppett, 26, of Fort 
Worth, Texas, died at his home on 
August 24, 2015. William played lacrosse 
at Episcopal High School in Houston 
and at McCallum High School in Austin, 
ultimately earning a scholarship to attend 
and play at Wheaton. He graduated from 
the University of Houston with a degree 
in political science. He was keenly inter-
ested in current world events, political 
theory, his cats and his family.

Friends
leon Gorman, honorary degree 
recipient ’88 and son of Barbara Bean 
Gorman ’28, in September 2015

Donald McKinley, former William I. 
Cole Professor, in September 2015

Relatives
1951 C. Robert Oman, husband of 
Harriet Bollman Oman, in May 2014

1953 George Reppas, husband of 
Katherine Brawner Reppas, in March 
2015

1957 Robert Jackson, husband of 
Virginia Gager-Jackson, in October 
2014

1961 Peter Demir, husband of 
Elizabeth Demir, in September 2015

1963 James Cochran, husband of Robin 
Holt Cochran, in April 2014

1968 Alexander Skinner, husband of 
Margaret Gardner Skinner, in March 2015

1975 Patricia Dickson, mother of P. 
Gail Martin, in August 2015

1975 Robert Jackson, father of Victoria 
Jackson, in October 2014

1976 Margerry Kingsdale, mother of 
Nancie Kingsdale Schwarzman, in 
April 2014

1979 Helen Erickson, mother of 
Beverly Erickson, in August 2015

1980 Joseph Kelnberger, father 
of Lynne Kelnberger Wallace, in 
December 2014

1980 Joan Brown, mother of Melissa 
Brown Landsvik, in December 2014

1992 Joan Seeber, mother of Louise 
Seeber Scrivines, in July 2015

1996 Karen Bradley, mother of Deanna 
Hubartt, in September 2014

1996 David Sobe, father of Elizabeth 
Sobe Cerasuolo, in August 2015

Bojan Hamlin Jennings, professor emerita
Bojan Hamlin Jennings, Wheaton 
professor emerita of chemistry, who 
spent her career influencing the 
field of science, died on Sept. 8, 
2015, in Concord, Mass. 

A resident of Plymouth, Mass., 
Bojan was born on April 4, 1920, in 
Waukegan, Ill. She was married to the 
late Addison L. Jennings for 70 years, 
and was the mother 
of three children 
and grandmother 
of four, including 
granddaughter Ashley 
Jennings ’07, who 
graduated from 
Wheaton with a major 
in biology and a minor 
in chemistry.

Bojan’s tenure 
at Wheaton, from 1943 until 
her retirement in 1985, was 
legendary. She was instrumental in 
establishing a rigorous chemistry 
major, and in the 1980s, she 
designed the major in biochemistry.

In her four decades at Wheaton, 
she encouraged many to major 
in chemistry, and several of them 
went on to doctoral work in the 
sciences, including Professor of 
Chemistry Elita Pastra-Landis ’69, 
who followed in Bojan’s footsteps to 
become chair of the department.

Suzanne “Suzy” Townsend 
Purrington ’60 was mentored 
by Bojan and considered her a 
friend. “It’s the end of an era,” 
said Purrington. “Bojan Hamlin 
Jennings had a big impact. 
Through her confidence in me, I 
was able to go to Harvard and earn 

a Ph.D. in chemistry, a path that 
was inconceivable when I arrived 
at Wheaton in 1956. She was 
so much more than a mentor, a 
friend and a colleague. I, and many 
others, will miss her wise counsel.”

Bojan, a champion of imaginative 
and creative thinking, had a deep 
commitment to the arts and 

continually encouraged 
her students to become 
involved in the arts, 
as she did her family. 
She held students to 
high standards, but she 
was always available to 
help them when they 
needed it.

She held degrees 
from Bryn Mawr, 

Radcliffe and Harvard, and 
received many awards during her 
career, including the distinguished 
American Chemical Society Award 
for Encouraging Women into 
Careers in the Chemical Sciences 
in 2006 and an honorary doctor 
of science from Wheaton in 2008. 
At Wheaton, she held the A. 
Howard Meneely Professorship 
for Excellence in Teaching from 
1975 to 1978, and was chair of the 
Chemistry Department from 1978 
until her retirement in 1985.

Before her death, she 
established two endowed funds 
to support today’s students. Said 
Bojan in a Quarterly article about 
the endowments: “I hope they do 
what I would do if I were still at 
Wheaton—encourage talented 
students to go into science.”
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A big splash
It all began when Wheaton’s varsity swim 
team didn’t want to stop their activities at the 
end of the season and “couldn’t bear to go to 
dinner for the rest of the year with dry hair,” 
according to one source. They solved their 
dilemma by organizing the Tritons in 1941, 
experimenting with stunts and formations. 
In April 1942, the Tritons produced their first 
show, “Marine Magic,” featuring 1890s swim-
suits and a routine called “Peacock Pond by 
Moonlight.” For decades since, Wheaton’s 
synchronized swim team has made waves—
racking up national awards, building cama-
raderie among student-athletes and fostering 
lasting leadership skills generation after gen-
eration. In September 2015, the college and 
the athletics department celebrated the 75th 
anniversary of the Tritons with a weekend 
of events on campus that brought together 
synchro team alums, current students and 
the local community for networking, a 
performance by the current synchro team, 
and other fun activities. Here is a look at the 
Tritons over the years. Q

More photos
Go online to see more images and a time line 
of how synchronized swimming developed and 
changed over the decades, at wheatoncollege.edu/
quarterly.

The Tritons and Tritonette, above, 
perform in 1961 for Fathers’ Weekend.

Yes, flippers. Standing, left to right, Betsy Beard Longstreth 
’61 and Julie Watson; sitting, left to right, Susan “Sue” 
Master Burt ’62 and Cynthia “Goodie” Taylor Semple ’62.

Being on the synchro team is OK, 
judging by the smiles on the faces of 
Heather Martonis Johnson ’93, Nathalie 
“Nattie” Appleton Lestage ’94 and 
Wendy Pearce-Jackman ’92. 

Tritons wore 1912-style bathing suits for the program “Marine Magic” presented in 1942. Pictured, left to right, 
Suzanne “Sue” Weese Frank ’45, Laura Dean Platt ’45 and Janet “Jay” Jenkins Miller ’44.
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MARION B. GEBBIE ARCHIVES AND SPECIAl COllECTIONS



Learn how you can give for the future right now. 
Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or 
visit online at wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning.

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. 
My way.

Jeffrey Banks ’94
High school mathematics and special education teacher, Boston Public Schools

Deacon, First Church Somerville, UCC

Selected Most Loved Teacher by the Class of 2015 at his high school

“Wheaton changed my life. When I arrived on campus in August 1990, I was a scared and 
lost 19-year-old. But when I left in May 1994, I was a different person. The students, staff, 
professors, and the experiences I was able to have during my time at Wheaton all had a major 
impact on my life and who I was becoming. I am still close to many of the staff, classmates and 
members of other classes to this day. I was raised in a family where giving back was something 
both my parents did without question, and they raised my brothers and me to do the same. 
So soon after I graduated in 1994, I changed the beneficiaries of my life insurance policy 
and added Wheaton. And when I created a will, adding Wheaton to the list of beneficiaries 
was again an easy choice. Recently, when I updated my will after buying a home in Malden, 
Mass., I spent time reflecting on the nearly 25 years I have been connected to Wheaton and 
the profound impact it has had (and still has) on my life. This reflection included the fact that 
one of my own former high school students just started at Wheaton as a member of the Class 
of 2019, nearly 25 years after I started my Wheaton journey. I could not be more proud of my 
Wheaton connections. My amazing classmates, fellow alums and volunteers, the caring staff 
who always greet me as a member of the Wheaton family, have all impacted me in ways that 
words cannot describe. The education I received at Wheaton has allowed me to be, in my 
humble opinion, as good a teacher as I can be in Boston. Remembering Wheaton in my estate 
plan is one way for me to repay the college, honor its history and help sustain its future.”

K
EI

TH
 N

O
R

D
ST

R
O

M

http://wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning


Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766  wheatoncollege.edu

Open doors.
Jessie Woodyard ’07
Google, Inc., real estate and workplace services program 
manager, apartments

Wheaton Fund supporter

Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

BE THE
DIFFERENCE
Give opportunity. Support the Wheaton Fund.

Accommodates needs:
“I’m fascinated and energized by the concept of ‘home.’ Real 
estate surrounds our everyday lives, and where we call home 
has an emotional connection. I manage Google’s global apartment 
program to ensure that traveling employees have a safe, convenient 
and comfortable place to stay as an alternative to a hotel.” 

Uses keys to success:
“After graduation, I went to work for a private real estate developer 
in San Jose, Calif. I spent five critical years learning about every 
element of the real estate development process. In 2012, Google 
had an opening in their real estate department, where I could focus 
on my passion with an extraordinary company. Wheaton provided a 
great foundation for the critical-thinking skills I use daily. Thanks to 
professors who encouraged me to creatively seek solutions beyond 
the obvious, I confidently confront problems in a way no textbook 
could ever teach.” 

Helps others find their place:
“When I was at Wheaton, I received a scholarship that helped fund 
a summer internship. That internship profoundly changed my life 
because it was my first introduction to my career in real estate. I 
want to pass along to students the same powerful gift that I was 
given—the opportunity to discover their passion and pursue it.” 
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