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Article inspires reflection on life
I’m moved to write because of the 
thoughts and memories stirred up 
by the article “The big question: 
What can you do with a philoso-
phy degree?” in the fall issue of the 
magazine. 

While I don’t remember the name 
of the man who taught “Philosophy 
and Logic” (1950–1954), I do recall 
the incredible excitement I felt during 
his classes and in conversations dur-
ing, after and between classes.

Until I read this article, however, 
I had never reflected on the impact 
being a philosophy major has had on 
my life. (How quickly marriage and 
children took precedence in the ’50s.)

There are habits and skills I 
learned as a philosophy major at 
Wheaton that I’ve drawn on whether 
I was raising children, working in 
various jobs, being married (and not 
being married), and, in a final and 
most important sense, facing aging.

When I graduated—and became 
engaged to marry soon after—I 
recall my dad saying, “now what?” 
He was disappointed that I hadn’t 
prepared to earn a living teaching or 
something else. I wish he were still 
around to see the article.

Better than any of what he wanted 
for me, I had been prepared to live 
a full and rich life. Prepared to keep 
learning; to think for myself; to recog-

nize opportunities when they arose; 
to discuss and argue cogently; to read 
for the richness of the experience 
and the joy of it; and to be resilient 
through whatever life brought to me.

And at 83, I’m still doing it.
Thanks again for a fabulous 

article—and thanks to all the young 
people who shared their thoughts 
and experiences.

—Anita Bunis Goldstein ’54

Good question
I was a philosophy major way back 
in 1965, and just let out a huge guf-
faw when I picked up the Wheaton 
Quarterly from my mailbox a few 
minutes ago. “What can you do with 
a philosophy degree?” That is exactly 
what my parents said in 1964! 

I used my degree (along with a 
master’s degree in library science) 
to work in a number of libraries, 
including Wheaton’s, and as a sales 
and marketing specialist. I also 
worked with my second husband to 
grow two businesses—manufactur-
ing and self-storage.

I have lived in interesting times. I 
believe my philosophy degree en-
abled me to roll with life’s surprises. 

—Susan Sheppard Norris ’65

Major envy
Thank you for answering the 
question “What can you do with 
a philosophy degree?” The entries 
by former students are so varied, 
as are their careers, but are similar 

in crediting their philosophy major 
with sharpening their thinking and 
analytic skills, and helping in their 
job searches and successes, mak-
ing it a practical major after all, in 
addition to keeping their brain cells 
stimulated. I took two one-semester 
courses in philosophy at Wheaton, 
but the article makes me want to go 
back to college all over again and 
major in that subject.

—Caryl Kolbert Pines Curry ’52

Philosophy degree led to many, 
varied opportunities
I read with great amusement the 
article “What can you do with a 
philosophy degree?” in the fall 2016 
issue of the magazine.

Although I didn’t graduate from 
Wheaton (I only attended for my first 
two years, graduating in 1981 from 
UC Berkeley), Wheaton introduced 
me to philosophy, especially politi-
cal theory. And, yes, to this day, I 
love to tell people that I have a 
degree in political theory.

What did I do with my degree, 
you might ask. Given that there 
weren’t too many job postings with 
calls for “philosophers,” I found 
great jobs with titles like: licensed 
commercial fisherman (Alaska), 
director of cultural affairs (San 
Francisco), executive director of the 
American Institute of Architects (San 
Francisco), magazine editor, exhibi-
tion curator, Stanford University 

seminar instructor, mom and wife.
What kinds of things have I done 

with that degree? Preserved the largest 
arts colony in the U.S.; founded one 
of the largest architectural festivals in 
the country; taught dozens of univer-
sity students; written dozens of articles 
on design, politics and architecture.

After decades of activism, I credit 
philosophy with my strong writing 
and thinking skills and a firm sense 
of morality. I’ve hired lots of people 
over the last three and a half de-
cades, and I can assure you, philoso-
phy grads always get interviewed 
(and usually hired).

—Margie O’Driscoll

Thank you for addressing cancer
I want to thank Professor Jennifer 
Lanni for her work and for her First-
Year Seminar “Cancer Through a 
Historical Lens.” The fall issue of the 
magazine Q&A with her was edu-
cational and most interesting. The 
subject matter is especially impor-
tant to me since I have survived, and 
thrived, since 2008 aggressive radia-
tion and chemotherapy treatment for 
a cancer that kicked me to the curb.

That 40 percent of the population 
will be diagnosed with cancer some-
time in their lifetime is unwelcome 
news, but hardly a surprise. The fact 
that Professor Lanni is addressing 
this with young people is significant 
and appreciated.
—Judith Kirshenbaum Felton Logue ’63

BY SANDY COLEMAN, EDITOR

BETWEEN THE LINES

LETTERS

Road trip
As editor of the magazine, I don’t get to go on many 
field trips. So it was such a joy to venture into Boston 
with our photographer Keith Nordstrom last summer 
to do a photo shoot at the New England Aquarium. 
He took lots of photos of Wheaton students Linnea 
Mayfield ’17 and Rebecca Smith ’17, who were deep 
into experiencing the working world during intern-
ships on a whaling boat and in human resources. 
I focused on the very important business of taking 
a selfie with the seal that greets visitors as they ap-
proach the entrance of the aquarium.

Many other students worked in interesting 
jobs around the country, exploring opportunities 
ranging from helping to register voters to drafting 

a plan to keep drinking water safe. They all had 
much better internships than I had when I was in 
college—one of mine involved getting up at 5 a.m. 
to walk down to the basement in my dorm (half 
asleep in pajamas) to flip on the switch to start the 
broadcast feed of the local NPR station and then 
stretching out across the control board for a quick 
nap while waiting for a radio station staff member 
to show up at a decent hour to take over.

In this issue, read about what our students 
learned and how their experiences will help them 
in the future. Also check out our alum experts 
providing advice about how you can kick off a 
healthy new year. Q

The Quarterly welcomes letters to the editor on topics you’ve read in these pages or on other topics concerning the Wheaton community. 

Email us: quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

Or send letters to: Sandy Coleman, editor, Wheaton Quarterly, Wheaton College, 26 E. Main St., Norton, MA 02766
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@PRESIDENTHANNO
BY DENNIS M. HANNO, PRESIDENT

Making connections
There’s no great mystery about what makes 
for the most impactful, life-changing col-
lege education. Broad-based research has 
consistently shown that certain approaches 
to teaching and learning offer students the 
greatest return: dedicated programs for first-
year students; a commitment to diversity 
and global programs; and opportunities for 
service learning, internships, research and 
other forms of experiential learning. 

Sound familiar? The Association of 
American Colleges and Universities calls 
these ideas high-impact practices, but you 
probably know them as the Wheaton cur-
riculum. The college has emphasized these 
approaches to learning for many years. And 
alumnae/i and students regularly high-
light these features, along with the faculty 
themselves, as being critical to the amazing 
liberal arts education the college offers.  

Admittedly, Wheaton is not the only col-
lege in the country that offers these types of 
programs. Many do some of these things, but 
very few are able to offer them all. During 
more than 20 years in higher education, I 
have never encountered any college that inte-
grates these kinds of programs as seamlessly, 
thoroughly and effectively as Wheaton. 

The incredible power of what we do at 
Wheaton begins with the leadership and 
creativity of faculty and staff. Wheaton 
didn’t adopt the idea of first-year seminar 
programs, of internships and experiential 
learning, or of a global dimension to the 
curriculum. We were pioneers. We helped 
prove that these approaches to teaching and 
learning make a difference in the lives of stu-
dents. And over the years, we have refined 
these programs. 

Taken together, we call these programs 
the Wheaton Edge. What is it, specifically? 
It is the personalized support that we offer 
every student; our rigorous, interdisciplinary 
liberal arts curriculum; our residential cam-
pus experience, where students have myriad 
opportunities to develop leadership skills; 
and experiential learning opportunities.

In fact, beginning with the current sopho-
more class, the Class of 2019, the Wheaton 
Edge includes guaranteed funding for an 
internship, undergraduate research project, 
entrepreneurial venture, community service 
effort or other experiential-learning oppor-
tunity. We often talk about the advantage 
of our approach to learning, particularly of 
internship experiences, as being something 

students receive when 
they graduate—to their 
first professional job, to 
graduate or professional 
school, to a prestigious 
award or public service 
position. But students 
experience that benefit 
long before graduation. 
Experiential learning 
complements what we do in the classroom. 

For some, an internship experience is 
the catalyst that helps them connect the 
disparate subjects that they have studied 
and been fascinated by during their college 
careers. In other cases, the experience is the 
inspiration to return to the classroom, the 
laboratory or the studio to focus on a par-
ticular topic or discipline with a new level of 
interest and commitment.

I see the impact of this learning on a regular 
basis. One of the most striking displays of its 
power is the college’s Internship Showcase, an 
annual event that offers students the opportu-
nity to share their experiences and the lessons 
they learned over the summer.

The college’s emphasis on active learning 
and engagement with ideas and the wider 
world requires tremendous commitment and 
an ongoing investment. Our internship fund-
ing guarantee alone represents more than 
$1.2 million each year dedicated to sup-
porting student internships. It also requires 
the active involvement of faculty and staff 
in guiding students to find the opportunities 
that reflect their interests and that can offer 
genuine learning experiences. 

Alumnae/i, parents and friends of 
Wheaton play an enormous role in making 
all this possible. The philanthropic support 
that so many of you are offering for the 
Wheaton Edge will help to make our guaran-
tee sustainable for the long term. In addition, 
the opportunities and connections that you 
provide to our students are indispensable. 
Together, we are making a difference in the 
lives of our students, and through all that 
they do now and in the future, we are mak-
ing a difference in the wider world. That is 
high-impact learning. Q

Dennis M. Hanno

Wheaton’s annual Internship Showcase highlights the broad array of experiential learning opportunities in 
which students participated in 2016.
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Perfect pitch
First A Cappella Fest benefits Norton High School music programs

Seven college a cappella groups battled 
each other for bragging rights while working 
together to promote music in local schools 
during Wheaton’s first-ever A Cappella Fest 
in October.

Singing groups from Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, the Berklee College 
of Music, the University of Maine, the 
University of Connecticut, and Wheaton 
faced off in Cole Memorial Chapel, filling the 
space with beatboxing, harmony battles and 
fun music—from the B-52s’ “Love Shack” to 
Justin Timberlake’s “Can’t Stop the Feeling.”

And it doesn’t matter which group came 
out on top; the Norton High School music 
program was the guaranteed winner. About 
$2,000 in proceeds were raised from the event 
to support the local school’s music groups—
the Concert Band, the A Cappella Ensemble, 
the Concert Chorus and the Jazz Band.

A Cappella Fest is the brainchild of 
Wheaton sophomore Mary Margaret 
Yancey, who is a member of The Blend, 
Wheaton’s coed a cappella group. 

A double major in sociology and business 
and management, she earned the funding 

to launch the event by winning a contest 
herself: the Social Entrepreneurship Business 
Pitch Competition held in April 2016 by the 
college’s Social Entrepreneurship Club.

“I wanted to do something that built on 
my interests and would contribute to the lo-

cal community,” Yancey said, explaining the 
inspiration for the benefit concert. “Raising 
support for Norton’s music programs 
seemed like a very natural connection for 
this event.”

About 300 people attended the event, 
including many members from the local 
community. 

“I’m over the moon about how successful 
the first A Cappella Fest was,” said Yancey. 
“I was concerned that the sales made 
from tickets and the donations from our 
GoFundMe would not be enough to break 
even, but we raised double the amount we 
spent on putting on the festival. 

“It was an incredibly fulfilling experience 
to see the work from the past three months 
come to fruition, but more importantly, to 
see such a large turnout from the Norton 
community itself. That night, I realized 
how my innovation and hard work had 
transformed into something really impor-
tant—making a difference. I hope to do this 
again next year, when I start planning spring 
semester.” Q

—Michael Graca

AROUND THE DIMPLE 

NICKI PARDO

Mary Margaret Yancey ’19 at the A Cappella Fest
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Kindness 
rocks
Community Service Council 
commits not-so-random acts

There are many ways to reach out and help. 
The members of Wheaton’s Community 
Service Council are seeking out those op-
portunities, creating their own and encour-
aging others to do the same.

One of the council’s recent initiatives is 
a rock garden near the Madeleine Clark 
Wallace Library, where the group is cultivat-
ing kindness.

The kindness rock garden, beneath a 
tree, includes a sign instructing those who 
approach to take one of the rocks, which all 
have encouraging words painted on them, 
and give it to someone for inspiration, or 
bring a rock and leave it for others to share. 
At Fall Fest in October, the council supplied 
paint and rocks for the campus community 
to create rocks to contribute.

“The Kindness Rocks Project was started 
by a woman on Cape Cod, with a goal of 
spreading inspiration and motivation to un-
suspecting recipients,” said Keaton Schrank 
’19, service council president. “There are 
now kindness rock gardens all over the 
world. When I ran across this project online, 
I knew that we had to join in on the move-
ment. So we got our club members to paint 
rocks at one of our weekly meetings and 
created a garden here on campus.”

“We were looking to spread kindness and 
positivity within the Wheaton community 
in a new kind of way,” she said. “If even 
one person finds joy from this project or is 
inspired to complete their own random act 
of kindness, then we consider it a success.”

Currently, there is only one rock garden 
on campus, but depending on feedback, the 
council may consider expanding the project 
to multiple locations.

The service council, which has 20 
members, is trying to be more active this 
year through a variety of new projects and 
service opportunities. Members volunteer 
at events, food banks and various organiza-
tions, including Cupboard of Kindness, the 

Norton Public Library, Attleboro YMCA, 
J.C. Solmonese Elementary School, and the 
Greater Boston Food Bank. On campus, 
they collaborate with the Office of Service, 
Spirituality and Social Responsibility, aiming 
to create a stronger community by spreading 
positivity and presenting students with op-
portunities for service and engagement.

Schrank said the council is currently 
working with the local senior center on a 
plan for Wheaton students to teach classes 
on-site, ranging from art to science. The 
council is also planning a Random Acts of 
Kindness Day for Wheaton in connection 
with National Random Acts of Kindness 
Day, which is on February 17, to encourage 
students, faculty and staff members to carry 
out a variety of random acts of kindness.

“We are striving to make a difference in 
the world, one service project at a time,” said 
Schrank, an environmental science and Italian 
studies double major who envisions commu-
nity service as a big part of her future. Q

—Sandy Coleman

The Kindness Rocks Project (above) is outside of 
the Madeleine Clark Wallace Library; the wooden 
plaque reads: “Take one if it means something to 
you. Share one with a friend in need of inspiration 
or add one to the pile. It’s all about kindness.” 
Keaton Schrank ’19 (left), service council president, 
is leading the project.

SANDY COLEMAN

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

A minute with…
Emma-Kate 
Metsker ’17
Emma-Kate Metsker, a busy business and manage-
ment and studio art double major, encourages 
creativity both on campus and off in varied ways. 
She works as a student graphic designer with the 
college arts events staff, is a barista at the Lyons 
Den, is involved with the Outdoors Club and 
Farm Club, and serves as chair of the Student 
Government Association’s Programming Council. 
As president of the House of the Living Arts, in 
October she planned and coordinated with her 
housemates a leaf-printmaking art day at Head 
Start in Norton, Mass., which engaged young 
children in creative expression. Drawing on 
community: “This particular theme house is an 
incredible space for creatives to live together 
and sustain our individual artistic practices. It is 
important as an artist to live with other makers 
in a supportive space that is designed to encour-
age collaboration and artistic growth. Members 
use the house as a platform for programs that 
seek to offer ways to be a part of Wheaton’s art 
culture.” Making an impression: “We wanted 
to do this leaf-printing project because we all 
are enthusiastic about the arts and felt that 
it would be a great opportunity to share our 
ideas and efforts with the young students. I 
think this program benefited the students of 
Head Start by showing them how they can 
use their creative abilities to have fun and 
thrive in the arts. As Wheaton students, it is 
so exciting to connect with the children and 
foster a space for creativity that allows them 
to explore different processes and manifest 
abstract ideas.” Creating a foundation: “All 
of my studio art classes have helped me to 
learn and expand my artistic capability—es-
pecially my graphic design, photography and 
sculpture courses, where I have had the op-
portunity to explore new and exciting ma-
terials. I have also gained inspiration from 
courses that I took abroad in Copenhagen.” 
Picturing the future: “I chose to double 
major in business and management and 
studio art because I enjoy graphic design 
and marketing, and want to learn how to 
successfully work and promote myself as 
an artist. I hope to have a creative position 
that uses all of my skills.” Q
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Bangladesh

Guatemala

India

Japan

Nepal

Saudi Arabia

Spain 

Turkey

35
COUNTRIES

Including

Most popular
MAJORS
Biology
Business and 
Management
Computer Science
Education 
English
Environmental 
Science
Film and New Media 
Studies
History
Neuroscience
Psychology

3.50
AVERAGE Grade 
point average

FAMILY TIES
have relatives
who graduated
from Wheaton

DIVERSITY
21% domestic students
who are self-declared
students of color

11% international students 

Merit Scholarships
awarded to

incoming class

21%

11% 8%

Class of 2020
U.S. states
and territories  

Arizona

California

Hawaii 

Minnesota

Oregon

Texas 

Virginia

28
STATES

and U.S. Territories
Including

 31%

Welcome, Class of 2020!

No pressure, Class of 2020, but you made history even before you set foot on 
campus. So, we’re expecting amazingly interesting things from you. You were 
selected from a record number of applicants—4,478. You are the largest 
incoming first-year class in history, at 530 students, with the largest number 
of international students in an entering class. And you have the highest high 
school GPA for an incoming class. Welcome, indeed. Q
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Cue the applause
Student’s documentary shown at film festival

Eleanor Levine’s 
documentary The 
Hidden Harpist was 
selected from hundreds 
of submissions from 
around the world to 
be included in the 
2016 Newburyport 
Documentary Film 
Festival.

The Wheaton junior’s film was one of 25 
shown on Sept. 18, 2016, at the Firehouse 
Center for the Arts, in Newburyport, Mass.

“It was my first film festival experience—
I’d never even been to one before this,” 
said Levine, a film and new media studies 
major. “It was very strange and new but so 
amazing, and I got to connect with some 
filmmakers throughout the weekend, and 
see some incredibly moving documentaries. 
I’m so glad I applied.”

All films submitted for consideration for 
the three-day film festival were viewed 
by a screening committee and selected 
completely on merit, said Joanne Morris, 
president of the Newburyport Documentary 
Film Festival, during an interview before the 
screening.

“Whether the film is a student film or 
from a seasoned director, all entries have 
an equal shot at acceptance. So the fact 
that [Levine’s] is a student film is a huge 
accomplishment. It is playing alongside 
films that have screened in top festivals, 
including Sundance, SXSW and Hot Docs. 
In fact, a few years back one of the films 
we screened went on to be nominated for 
an Academy Award. We are very proud of 
the caliber of our films and very excited 
for Eleanor.”

The 2016 films covered a wide range 
of topics—from a corporate battle over a 
grocery store chain to an exploration of 
the struggles prisoners face after they are 

released.
“Eleanor managed to create a powerful 

profile of a young musician in just four min-
utes. The imagery was especially notable,” 
said Morris.

In her black-and-white film, Levine 
focuses on severe performance anxiety that 
often goes along with being a musician but 
is not often talked about.

“I knew I was interested in doing a music 
documentary, since I’m also a musician, 
and I’d only been told that my friend played 
harp—I’d never actually heard her play,” 
said Levine. “I thought of this as a good op-
portunity (if she agreed) to hear her music 
and learn more about classical music. The 
story is about her struggles as a musician, 
because it’s always assumed that some-
one who loves playing her instrument is a 
performer. But that isn’t the case with her, 
which puts her in a strange love-hate posi-
tion with her instrument.”

Levine produced The Hidden Harpist dur-
ing the spring semester in the “Documentary 
Storytelling” course with Assistant Professor 
of Filmmaking Patrick Johnson.

“I would highly recommend 

‘Documentary Storytelling,’” she said. “It’s 
a great course and it really taught me how 
to find a story in any real-life situation. 
Professor Patrick Johnson was a huge influ-
ence all along the way, especially during the 
editing process, and he definitely contrib-
uted to the end product of the film.”

She received support for her entry into the 
film festival from the Wheaton Film Festival 
Submission Fund, which Johnson created in 
2015. 

“I’m always looking for new ways to sup-
port Wheaton students engaged in film pro-
duction,” said Johnson. Having professional-
grade equipment is a good start, but finding 
other ways to support students’ artistic and 
professional journeys is a priority of mine. 
So the film festival submission fund seemed 
like an effective tool to both support and 
encourage our students to get their work out 
into the world.” Q

—Sandy Coleman

Read about Levine’s summer internship on 
page 20. Go online to see her documentary at 
wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/winter-2017. 
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Serious play
The moments were fleeting, but the impact 
lingered: 60-second flashes of dysfunctional 
families struggling with interracial relation-
ships, racially charged misinterpretations 
leading to shots fired, and talk of building 
walls against imagined threats.

It all came to life on a minimalistic stage 
in Weber Theatre one rainy Saturday eve-
ning in October as members of the Wheaton 
community rotated through readings of 
one-minute plays created as part of Every 28 
Hours: Our Response.

The production brought together 
Wheaton students, faculty and staff mem-
bers to collaborate with the Trinity Repertory 
Company, the City of Providence, area 
colleges and community groups to create, 
present and perform in locally developed 
one-minute plays that address equality, 
inclusion and race. 

Students who wrote and presented plays 
said the project offered an opportunity to 
engage in the process of listening, developing 
ideas, delving into important issues and putting 
coursework into practice for social change.

“Theater provides communities with a 
medium to talk about difficult topics that need 
to be talked about but often aren’t. It provides 
a place for human beings to actually listen to 
each other and be present to what’s going on,” 
said Courtney Roque ’17, a teaching assistant 
in the First-Year Seminar (FYS) “Theatre and 
Social Change,” taught by Associate Professor 
of Theater Stephanie Daniels. The professor 

initiated Wheaton’s involvement with Trinity 
Rep and asked her students to participate, as 
did Professor of English Charlotte Meehan. 

The collaboration was inspired by the 
nationwide theater initiative Every 28 
Hours, which was co-created in 2015 by the 
One-Minute Play Festival and the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival. The initiative was 
sparked by the outcry over the killing of 
Michael Brown, an African American, by 
a white police officer in Ferguson, Mo., in 
2014. According to the creators, Every 28 
Hours “focuses on the widely shared and 
contested statistic that every 28 hours in 
America, a black person is killed by the 
police, a vigilante or a security guard.”

To prepare for Our Response, partici-
pants first attended a daylong workshop of 
intimate conversations about inclusion and 
equality. Dominic D’Andrea, creator of the 
One-Minute Play Festival, a grassroots the-
ater company, and Joe Wilson Jr., resident 
artist at Trinity Rep, led the workshop.

What was said, heard and experienced 

provided ideas for creating “moments” that 
were combined to form the 60-minute pro-
duction, which was sponsored by the Dale 
Rogers Marshall Visiting Artists Program 
Endowed Fund within the Evelyn Danzig 
Haas ’39 Visiting Artists Program.

The creative process was a critical piece, 
said Connor Mathis ’18, a double major in 
creative writing and American history. “It al-
lowed me to really examine how I feel about 
this moment in America and what role I 
play in crafting the future of this country. I 
was also able to really get a sense for what 
people feel about this country, which helps 
me as a writer, an American, and as a young 
person looking for hope and change in an 
increasingly dismal and hate-filled world.” 

His one-minute play, Slow Bend, featured 
two people discussing how there is a slow 
bend of progress in the world, bringing ev-
ery problem closer to resolution as each day 
passes. “It also touches on how participating 
in social movements can help accelerate the 
time it would take for these problems to be 
solved,” he said.

MacKenzie Jones ’20 noted the long-
lasting impact of the short plays and the dis-
cussion with the audience afterward. “Each 
minute is like a snapshot, a quick flicker into 
someone’s life that you can hold onto. You 
leave the theater wanting to share and grow, 
and that’s powerful.” Q

—Sandy Coleman

Members of the Wheaton community (above) came 
together for a workshop to develop the moments that 
were presented on stage (left) during Every 28 Hours: 
Our Response. 
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More online
Go online to see a photo gallery and read more 
about the collaboration and comments from stu-
dents at wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/winter-2017.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

Welcome, new tenure-track faculty
Katherine Eskine
Assistant professor of psychology
Previous job: Assistant professor of psychology, 
Xavier University of Louisiana

The focus of my scholarship: “I study how music 
affects cognition in healthy adults and people who 
suffer from dementia. Music influences many regions 
of the brain, is closely tied to our emotions, and is 
memorable. Many of us can easily sing entire pieces 
of music we haven’t heard in years. We can also 
use music as a way to remember information (the 
ABCs or all 50 states). For all these reasons, music 
is an excellent candidate to influence cognition. 
Specifically, I investigate the neurological correlates 
(using electroencephalography—EEG) of cognitive 
improvement resulting from music listening. I also 
examine the effects of music on the cognition of 
dementia patients and document any brain-related 
changes that underlie improvement.” 

What led me to my field: “When I was 17, my father 
gave me the book The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a 
Hat by Oliver Sacks. It was the most fascinating book 
I had ever read. In the book, Oliver Sacks documented 
neurologic disorders like that of Mrs. S, a woman who 
only perceived half of her world (unilateral spatial 
neglect). She would only eat half of her plate of food 
and would only apply lipstick to half of her lips. It was 
the first time I had really considered how the brain 
shapes experience and vice versa. After reading this 
book, I knew I wanted to study the brain. Over the 
years my fascination with the brain melded with my 
hobby of playing music, landing me exactly where I am 
today, studying the effects of music on the brain.”

What I want every student to learn: “Correlation 
is not causation. The nurture/nature debate is dead; 
genes and the environment interact—constantly.”

What few people know about me: “I was a 
synchronized swimmer from the age of 11 to 14. I play 
the trombone. I hiked 430 miles of the Appalachian 
Trail with my little sister when I turned 30.” 

Lindsay Flynn
Assistant professor of political science
My previous job: “For the last few years I have 
split my time between teaching at a public policy 
school and researching public policies under a grant 
in Luxembourg. I was a lecturer at the University of 
Virginia’s Frank Batten School of Leadership and Public 
Policy and a postdoctoral scholar at the LIS Cross-
National Data Center in Luxembourg.” 

The focus of my scholarship: “My scholarship 
focuses on the similarities and differences in social 
policies across North America and Europe. In particular, 
I look at the ways in which institutional configurations 
influence behavior. Right now I am working on a 
book manuscript exploring the ways in which housing 
policies produce economic and social inequalities.” 

What led me to my field: “As an undergraduate, I 
studied abroad at New College at Oxford University. For 
my tutorial on comparative social policy, I wrote a ten-
page paper every week. It was intense, but I was so 
fascinated by the topic that I took the GRE and started 

applying to graduate schools to study social policy. I 
guess the rest is history.”   

What I want every student to learn: “I want students 
to develop a skill set that is adaptable to constantly 
changing environments. That involves approaching 
problems within an analytic framework, becoming 
critical thinkers, and caring about the community and 
world that we live in.”

What few people know about me: “I am a first-
generation college student.”

Hilary Magruder Gaudet ’09
Assistant professor of chemistry
My previous job: “During the 2013–2014 academic 
year, while I was writing my dissertation, I was an 
adjunct laboratory instructor in chemistry at Wheaton. 
I was then a full-time visiting assistant professor 
in chemistry here from 2014–2016. In 2016, I was 
promoted to a tenure-track position as an assistant 
professor in chemistry.” 

The focus of my scholarship: “At Brown, where I got 
my master’s degree and Ph.D., my research focused on 
estrogen signaling in breast cancer. Specifically, I studied 
a novel estrogen receptor, named G protein Estrogen 
Receptor, which may have implications in the treatment 
of breast cancer. Since coming to Wheaton, I have been 
studying the effects of methylmercury, a metalloestrogen 
that humans are exposed to in the environment, on 
breast cancer growth and progression. I use breast 
cancer cell lines in culture and zebrafish as models for 
this research. In addition, I am collaborating with a lab 
at Brown University to study the role of HE4, a protein 
involved in ovarian cancer, in the progression of ovarian 
cancer.” 

What led me to my field: “I have always been 
interested in science. When I was in high school, I 

shadowed oncologists and became fascinated with 
oncology. As a student at Wheaton, I was awarded an 
American Cancer Society Fuller Fellowship to work 
with a research scientist at Brown University on breast 
cancer. This experience was the start of my career as a 
cancer researcher.” 
What I want every student to learn: “I want every 
student to learn how to form professional relationships 
and how to network.”

Kate Mason
Assistant professor of sociology/women’s and 
gender studies
My previous job: Visiting assistant professor at Miami 
University in Ohio 

The focus of my scholarship: “I’m a sociologist by 
training—that is, I study how societies work, how 
they affect their members, how they’re structured 
by spoken and unspoken rules and norms. A lot of 
sociological theory tends toward the abstract or 
intangible: you can’t touch a social norm, for example. 
I’m interested in how social rules and inequalities 
impact the physical body. How do we absorb ideas 
about good health or beauty, for example, or live with 
the effects of economic inequality? And how do those 
affect our physical well-being and life chances?” 

What led me to my field: “I was a Chinese (East Asian 

Katherine Eskine (above), assistant professor of 
psychology; Lindsay Flynn (top, right) assistant 
professor of political science; Hilary Magruder Gaudet 
’09 (right), assistant professor of chemistry
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studies) major in college at first, and then I added a 
double major in sociology. My early exposure to cultural 
norms different than my own made me aware of just 
how little our social roles, identities or expectations are 
‘natural,’ and I became interested in questioning where 
those things come from.” 

Most important lesson I learned in college: “College 
is a time when, in your academic life, you should 
transition from being a consumer of knowledge toward 
becoming a producer of knowledge. I learned this when I 
worked as a research assistant to one of my professors. 
When he assigned me to summarize a book or run 
a statistical analysis of some data, he didn’t already 
know the answers; he was depending on me to work 
independently and teach him what I’d learned—I was 
the expert. That experience changed my outlook in later 
classes I took and projects I worked on. It encouraged 
me to trust my own judgment—picking topics and 
readings that would be most relevant to my interests—
which, in turn, made whatever I was studying that much 
more interesting and meaningful for me.”

What I want every student to learn: “Taking 
intellectual risks brings the greatest rewards. Ask 
a question you don’t know the answer to. Find an 
interesting puzzle and dig into it—even if you’re not sure 
where you’re going. Take classes outside of your major.” 

What few people know about me: “I am terrible at 
caring for plants and keeping them alive. Fortunately 
for my dog, Mac, this isn’t the case with pets.”

Justin Schupp
Assistant professor of sociology
My previous job: Visiting assistant professor at 
Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio 

The focus of my scholarship: “Much of my 
scholarship has looked at the intersections of social 
movement activity and inequality to examine how they 
influence/mitigate/perpetuate each other. Currently, 
a bulk of my research attention on these areas has 
looked at the case study of the local food movement. 
For example, I just finished a series of projects where 
I explored the neighborhood characteristics that 
play host to local food outlets to gain insight into the 
locations where these events happen most frequently. 
I’m working on a project that predicts the likelihood 
of a neighborhood being a food desert based on 
several characteristics of neighborhoods (for example, 
socioeconomic status, racial/ethnic composition) and 
the individuals that live within the area. In the past, 
I examined the barriers that prevent people from 
participating in self-provisioning activities.”

What led me to my field: “I think that I’ve had a soft 
spot for understanding as much as I can about the 
human experience since I was a little guy. For example, 
my dad and I attended numerous University of Colorado 
college football games when I was in grade school and 
I became very intrigued about how fans of opposite 
teams would interact with one another. I noted that one 
of the things that it really depended on was the quality 
of the opposing team, something that fans had little 
or no control over. This introduced to me the idea of 
things above and beyond any one individual—things 
sociologists call ‘social structure.’ As I moved into high 
school and college, I became very interested in bigger 
questions about humans and the environments that 
they live in, such as why were a few people really rich, 
whereas many others were barely getting by. I never 
really had a place to box all of these interests—until I 
walked into my first sociology class. I remember very 
distinctly falling in love with sociology within a couple 
of weeks because I felt this was the place that I could 
develop answers to the questions I had about the world.”

What I want every student to learn: “Given the 

multitude of backgrounds that we all come from, 
my hope is that students gain tools in my courses 
and through participation in research projects that 
allow them to see the world in a new way. I think 
that the ability to step out of one’s own experience 
and understand the social world from a different 
perspective is essential. In fact, I think this is one of 
the most important things that the undergraduate 
experience can help cultivate for a student.”  

What few people know about me: “I love to eat as 
many different kinds of food that I can. However, I have 
what could best be explained as an anti-green thumb. 
I kill just about any plant I’m in charge of in the garden. 
I’m also a terrible cook. I would find a way to mess up 
a microwave dinner.”  

Kent Shaw
Assistant professor of English
My previous job: Assistant professor at West Virginia 
State University

The focus of my scholarship: “Being both a poet and 
a critic, my focus is twofold. In my creative work, I have 
been putting the finishing touches on a manuscript 
of poems that interacts with the information culture 
of 21st century America and then explores the 
imaginative potential of it. Can a database be a site 
of beauty? Why not? My critical work is focused on 
a particular style of poetry. It is most notable for its 
‘spoken’ qualities, and its often surreal imagery, as 
though the writer had just given up deciding what to 
say, and the imagination took over. My research argues 
that these spoken-type poems should be read in the 
more conventional way, as a verbal canvas. And they 
should be read as a speech act.” 

What led me to my field: “I started writing stories 
when I was in the Navy. The stories weren’t really that 
great, partly because all I could do was think about 
what was happening at the end and beginning of all my 
paragraphs. When I started at my undergrad, I found 
out poems are not only obsessed with what happens 
at the ends and beginnings of lines, they are obsessed 
with every word. That was when I realized I needed to 
be writing poetry, not prose.”

What I want every student to learn: “Everyone really 
does have this creative impulse in them. However, it’s 
not enough just to know that you’re creative. You have 
to give time and attention to activities and studies 
where you can exercise your creativity. And then, and 
perhaps this is really the thing I would want every 
student to learn, creativity begets more creativity.” 

What few people know about me: “Since Jake 
Pavelka’s season of The Bachelor, I have watched every 
episode of The Bachelor, The Bachelorette, Bachelor 
Pad and Bachelor in Paradise, which is me admitting 
I am a solid citizen of #BachelorNation. In fact, the 
whole Bachelor franchise might be responsible for my 
wife and me being together.” Q

Go online
Read more, including educational backgrounds 
and why each one of them chose Wheaton. Go to 
wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly/winter-2017

Kent Shaw, assistant professor of English

Justin Schupp (top), assistant professor of sociology; 
Kate Mason, assistant professor of sociology/
women’s and gender studies
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PANORAMA 

Collaborating to protect 
endangered animals
Associate Professor of Psychology Kathleen 
Morgan’s professional work has focused 
on the behavior of animals in captivity, 
including stress in captivity and ways 
that it can be eliminated. Currently, she is 
involved in research that explores attitudes 
about endangered animals, in hopes of 
saving them. That work is being done in 
collaboration with Betsey Brewer Bethel 
’92, the executive director of the nonprofit 
E.A.R.T.H. Ltd, located at Southwick’s 
Zoo in Mendon, Mass. In October, the 
two went to the 2016 International Zoo 
Educators Association Biennial Conference 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, to present a 
poster on their recent data on attitudes 
among zoo visitors titled “Differences in 
Beliefs About Rhino Horn Between U.S. 
and Chinese Citizens: The Need for More 
Targeted Storytelling.” We recently asked 
the professor about the work.
How long have you been working 
with Southwick’s Zoo?

I have enjoyed a great relation-
ship with this zoo since I arrived 
at Wheaton in 1991. The very 
first animal behavior class I 
taught at Wheaton had a nontra-
ditional student enrolled in it—
Betsey Brewer, a member of the 
family that owns the zoo. We 
met as student and instructor, 
and have become great friends 
since. We have worked on many 
wonderful projects together 
over the years. The relationship 
has also been of great value to 
our Wheaton students, allow-
ing them access to animals and 
opportunities at the zoo that can 
be hard to obtain elsewhere.

What inspired the research you 
recently presented in Buenos Aires? 

International trade in endan-
gered species is at crisis levels 
right now—especially for some 
of the charismatic megaverte-
brates like elephants and rhinos. 
Poachers collect body parts 
from animals that they kill and 
sell these body parts to middle-
men who will market them all 
over the world. Poachers can 
make so much money from 
elephant ivory and rhino horn 
that it seems almost impossible 
to stop them from trying. In 
fact, the white-lipped rhinos at 
Southwick’s Zoo are themselves 
literally refugees from this trade. 
They came to us from an African 

preserve that was being so 
badly poached that the decision 
was made to simply get all of 
its remaining rhinos out of the 
country before they were killed. 
We see our rhinos—Thelma 
and Louise—as perfect animal 
ambassadors to help us tell the 
story of illegal trade in animals. 

How can your research help?

One approach to trying to save 
the animals being destroyed in 
this trade is to try to dry up the 
market for it. The largest markets 
for rhino horn are in Asia—spe-
cifically China. I’ve formed a 
partnership with Southwick’s 
Zoo aimed at exploring the be-
liefs, attitudes and cultural prac-
tices that foster continued illegal 
trade in rhino horn in China. The 
Chinese government has banned 
trade in ivory and rhino horn, 
but the trade persists. We are 
collecting information from the 
U.S. and Chinese citizens who 
visit zoos to compare their at-
titudes and beliefs regarding the 

selling of rhino horns and the 
status of rhinos in captivity as 
well as in the wild. We also pilot 
some projects at Southwick’s 
Zoo to test whether they can po-
tentially have a positive impact 
on these attitudes and beliefs. 
We’re hoping to adapt these 
projects for use in Chinese zoos. 
In my “Comparative Animal 
Behavior” class this semes-
ter, I have a Chinese national 
student, Keran Yang ’19, who is 
from Yunnan province;  we are 
looking forward to working with 
Keran to further our efforts to 
share with Chinese zoos.

What have you discovered so far?

In our most recent study, we 
surveyed 193 Chinese citizens 
and 124 U.S. citizens during the 
summer of 2015 on their beliefs 
regarding the status of rhinos 
in the wild, the use of rhino 
horn, how the horn is typically 
obtained, and attitudes toward 
nature. To conduct the surveys, 
we made use of SurveyMonkey 

Associate Professor of Psychology Kathleen Morgan, Emily Blanchard ’17 and 
Akrofi Akotiah ’18 observe a betta fish during a lab experiment in “Comparative 
Animal Behavior” class.
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here in the U.S., and a similar 
online survey tool in China. We 
found that the Chinese citizens 
surveyed differed in some but 
not all cases from the U.S. 
citizens in how they responded 
to questions about the balance 
of humans and nature, with 
Chinese citizens placing more 
value on that balance than do 
U.S. citizens. However, Chinese 
citizens expressed significantly 
more certainty than U.S. citizens 
about some things that are not 
correct, such as that rhinos shed 
their horns, that rhinos are not 
endangered, and that the horn 
is collected without harm to 
the animal. Not surprisingly, 
Chinese and U.S. respondents 
also differed in their view of the 
medicinal and spiritual value of 
consuming rhino horn. These 
data suggest that in most ways, 
Chinese and U.S. citizens do 
not differ in their interests in 
wild rhinos and concern for 
wildlife; if anything, the Chinese 
citizens surveyed revere nature 
more than the U.S. citizens who 
responded. However, they also 
suggest that at least part of the 

task for rhino conservation edu-
cation efforts in China requires 
more effective delivery of factual 
information about rhinos and the 
illegal horn trade, while in the 
U.S., the task is to try to improve 
people’s feelings of empathy 
with nature.

How have you involved students?

To date, we have worked with 
about a dozen students on this 
project. The students have been 
integral in collecting data both 
in the U.S. and in China through 
the administration of surveys and 
the conducting of interviews. In 
the U.S., the students have done 
some behavioral data collection 
at the zoo. Our Chinese students 
also translate materials for us and 
find resources in China that are 
difficult to obtain here in the U.S. 
These students are essential also 
for ensuring that whatever ques-
tions we ask and ideas we gener-
ate are culturally appropriate for 
China. And everyone brainstorms 
ideas about what questions to ask 
next and how to ask them.

What are the students learning 
from this collaboration?

They are learning some specific 
kinds of research skills—such as 
what makes a good and effective 
question in a survey, or how to 
collect and analyze behavioral 
data on human subjects. Learning 
how to appropriately compare 
cultural beliefs in two very dif-
ferent nations is also invaluable 
as a lesson in understanding 
those with different perspectives. 
Perhaps more important are the 
less concrete but even more 
significant elements of research 
with human subjects, such as the 
ethical nature of asking people 
questions about something that is 
illegal, or the need to be respect-
ful of the opinions and beliefs of 
others, even when those opinions 
and beliefs conflict greatly with 
your own. Q

Faculty
Matthew Allen, professor of music, 
released the documentary film on DVD 
Seán Ó Sé: A Life in Song and Story in 
July 2016 through Multicultural Media, in 
Montpelier, Vt.

Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, professor of 
religion, wrote the article “Communicating 
Jewish Identity Through Taste: Jewish 
Flavour Principles as Culinary ‘Midrash’” 
in Food and Communication: Proceedings 
of the Oxford Symposium on Food and 
Cookery 2015 (Prospect Books, 2016).

Shawn Christian, associate professor of 
English and associ-
ate provost, pub-
lished The Harlem 
Renaissance and 
the Idea of a New 
Negro Reader 
( University of 
Massachusetts 
Press, 2016).

Samuel Cole, professor of English, 
presented “Hawthorne’s Isolation: Curse, 
Creed or Catastrophe?” in June at the 
Hawthorne Conference of 2016 in Stowe, 
Vt., and “Hawthorne [De]constructed: 
Morbid Hermit, Elegant Genius, Sexual 
Transgressor” at the American Literature 
Association’s annual conference in San 
Francisco.

Michael Drout, professor of English, 
co-authored Beowulf Unlocked: New 
Evidence from 
Lexomic Analysis 
(Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2016), 
a culmination of 
three summers 
of work in the 
Wheaton Lexomics 
Research Group. 
Co-authors include 
Leah Smith ’14, Allison Dennett ’14 and 
Natasha Piirainen ’14.

Gerard Huiskamp, professor of political 
science, co-authored the article “Watching 
War Movies in Baghdad: Popular Culture 
and the Construction of Military Policy in 
the Iraq War,” with Eli Lovely ’10 and Nick 
Dorzweiler, visiting assistant professor 
of political science, in the journal Polity in 
October 2016.

Lisa Lebduska, professor of English, 
wrote the essay “The Things We Saved,” 
published in Antioch University’s online 
magazine Lunch Ticket, in September 
2016.

Mark LeBlanc, professor of computer 
science, in May 2016 won the 2016 NCWIT 
EngageCSEdu Engagement Excellence 
Award from the National Center for Women 
& Information Technology and Google. The 
award is for open-source course materials 

that demonstrate a strong commitment to 
recruiting and retaining women and other 
underrepresented groups in introductory 
computer science courses.

Ellen McBreen, associate professor of art 
history, published the article “Peindre les 
relations entre les objets” in Henri Matisse: 
Une palette d’objets (Musée Matisse, Nice 
and Éditions Artlys, 2016), a catalog ac-
companying an exhibition of the same title 
that took place at the Matisse Museum in 
Nice, France.

Dipankar Maitra, assistant professor of 
physics/astronomy, was included in the 
August 2016 Boston Herald story “Earth’s 
twin beckons: Scientists say planet proves 
it’s a ‘Star Trek’ universe,” about Proxima 
Centauri, the closest star to Earth.  

Charlotte Meehan, professor of English 
and playwright-in-residence, premiered 
three new one-act plays by women 
playwrights presented by her theater com-
pany Sleeping Weazel, including Birds by 
Adara Meyers ’08 and her own Beesus & 
Ballustrada, in June 2016, at Plaza Black 
Box Theatre in the Boston Center for the 
Arts. Meehan also presented Cleanliness, 
Godliness, and Madness: A User’s Guide, 
co-starring Associate Professor of Theater 
Stephanie Daniels in September 2016, 
at the Plaza Black Box Theater, which the 
Boston Globe highlighted in its Fall Arts 
Preview.

Sue Standing, professor of English, 
published the poem “Diamond Haiku” in 
the Norton Introduction to Literature, 12th 
edition (W. W. Norton & Company, 2016).

Jonathan Walsh, 
professor of French, 
edited and trans-
lated Memoirs of the 
Count of Comminge 
and The Misfortunes 
of Love (Toronto: 
ITER Academic 
Press, 2016).

Alumnae/i
Margo Walsh Davies ’86, founder 
of MaineWorks, was featured in the 
Huffington Post blog “What’s Working: 
Purpose + Profit.” Her company helps for-
mer inmates recovering from addiction get 
a fresh start through temporary employ-
ment. MaineWorks also was recognized on 
the 2016 Best for The World Customers list 
presented by the nonprofit B Lab as one of 
134 companies having a positive impact 
on customers.

Kerin Stackpole ’84 was named the Best 
Lawyers  2017 Lawyer of the Year for 
Employment Law—Management in 
Burlington, Mass. Only one lawyer in each 
practice area and designated metropolitan 
area is honored as the Lawyer of the Year. Q
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FIELD REPORT

Highlights
The Lyons hit the ground running in every sport during the fall and winter 
seasons. Here are some moments that made us Lyons roar. And speaking of 
roaring Lyons, our beloved mascot got an official name, thanks to suggestions 
from the Wheaton community.

The breakthrough
Johnston breaks 100 IM record 

Senior Ross Johnston led the way for the 
Wheaton men’s swimming and diving team 
against the Bridgewater State University 
Bears on November 9 when he broke his 
own record in the 100-yard individual 
medley race, timing in a final of 55.20. The 
Lyons defeated the Bears 160.5–73.5.

The shutout
Lyons sweep Emerson 9–0

The women’s tennis team swept the 
Emerson College Lions, 9–0, on September 
20, at the Clark Tennis Courts. Sophomore 
Ines de Bracamonte and first-year Isabelle 
Garvanne led the Lyons in the doubles No. 
1 spot with an 8–4 win over Emerson. First-
year Harley Swainston and junior Jodi Katz 
followed up with a 8–3 victory in the No. 2 
spot, while sophomore Connor O’Keefe and 
junior Arielle Klopsis finished 8–4 in No. 
3. Opening singles action, de Bracamonte 
completed with a 6–3, 6–1 final mark at No. 
1; Garvanne concluded at 6–2, 6–3 in No. 
2; and Katz, O’Keefe, Swainston and Klopsis 
all registered wins to complete the 9–0 
sweep for Wheaton.

The comebacks
Field hockey comes from behind to 
defeat Regis 3–1
After falling behind early, the field hockey 
team battled back to defeat host Regis 
College 3–1 on September 2, collecting 
its first win of the season. Anchored in 
goal by junior Riley Thompson, the Lyons 
put together a strong defensive effort 
to go with a strong attacking presence. 
Thompson split time in goal with freshman 
Morgan Karnes, with Thompson making 
two saves in 53 minutes of action. Karnes 
was unchallenged.

Offensively, the Lyons outshot the Pride 
23–5, while holding a 12–5 advantage in 
penalty corners. One of the Pride’s five 
shots made its way into goal after just 
four minutes of play. The Lyons shifted 
the momentum in their favor toward the 
end of the first half, resulting in a goal by 
sophomore JoAnn Bourgoin. Bourgoin’s 
first goal of the season came with 5:46 
remaining in the half after a rebound 

made its way to the forward. Wheaton 
came out quick in the second half, with 
senior Amelia Gage handing the Lyons the 
lead just three minutes in. After a scramble 
in front of the net, junior Kelsey Buckley 
chipped one over to Gage, who fired it 
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Isabelle Garvanne ’20

http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/mswimdive/2016-17/bios/johnston_ross_mn3k
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/wten/2016-17/bios/de_bracamonte_ines_c8m3
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/wten/2016-17/bios/garvanne_isabelle_mwp8
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/wten/2016-17/bios/garvanne_isabelle_mwp8
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/wten/2016-17/bios/swainston_harley_l629
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/wten/2016-17/bios/katz_jodi_5gf7
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/wten/2016-17/bios/o-keefe_connor_25vp
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/wten/2016-17/bios/klopsis_arielle_nelf
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/fh/2016-17/bios/thompson_riley_jrt8
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/fh/2016-17/bios/karnes_morgan_lx5t
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/fh/2016-17/bios/bourgoin_joann_gzie
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/fh/2016-17/bios/gage_amelia_bsiv
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/fh/2016-17/bios/buckley_kelsey_y272
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into the net. Buckley added an insurance 
goal, deflecting a shot from Bourgoin into 
the cage for the game’s final goal. 

Lyons overcome two-goal deficit to 
defeat Curry 4–3
Lyon first-year forward Lily Scammon scored 
the first game-winning goal of her career to 
lift the women’s soccer team to a thrilling 
4–3 come-from-behind victory over visiting 
Curry College on September 7, at Christina 
Mirrione ’99 Stadium. With the game tied at 
3–3, six minutes left in regulation time and 
the Lyons pushing the pace, Scammon gath-
ered the ball on the right side of the field. 

The first-year raced past the Curry defense 
and fired the ball across the frame, past a 
diving goalkeeper.

Call for Hall of Fame 
nominations
The Department of Athletics is seeking nomina-
tions for the 2017 Wheaton College Athletics 
Yowell Hall of Fame. The Yowell Hall of Fame 
honors and gives lasting recognition to individ-
uals who, either through participation, support 
or interest, have made outstanding contribu-
tions in the athletics arena, and specifically to 
the Wheaton athletics program. The nomina-
tion form can be found at athletics.wheatoncol-
lege.edu/hall_of_fame/nomination_form. Q 

—Wheaton Athletics

Hello, my name is…
After hundreds of suggested names 
were offered for the Wheaton Lyons 
mascot, the nominations were nar-
rowed down by a mascot-naming 
committee. Votes were tabulated, 
and the Lyon’s name was unveiled 
on October 14, in the Dimple, as 
part of Fall Fest. So, Roary it is.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/sports/wsoc/2016-17/bios/scammon_lily_as30
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/hall_of_fame/nomination_form
http://athletics.wheatoncollege.edu/hall_of_fame/nomination_form
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Jill Stein in the house
The members of the theme residence House of Residents Engaged in Political Science 
brought presidential candidate Jill Stein to campus on September 28.

Can I Kiss You?
Mike Domitrz, founder of The Date Safe Project, brought the Can I Kiss You? 
program to Weber Theatre. His live show presents a unique, humorous 
approach to healthier dating and communication. 

SNAP SHOTS

Awesome autumn
The Wheaton community celebrated Fall Fest 
Weekend and Homecoming all over campus in 
October with lots of fun activities, games, music 
and food.

KEITH NORDSTROM

MARK STOCKWELL MARK STOCKWELL

STEW MILNE
NICKI PARDO

MARK STOCKWELL
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Volunteer expo
Congressman Joe Kennedy III and the Corporation for National and Community 
Service, along with local organizations, were on hand in October for students to 
learn more about service opportunities and connect with neighbors.

Team effort
The Lyons Athletic Club hosted the Lyons Pride 5K on October 16, with all proceeds 
to benefit Wheaton students and the Department of Athletics.

Inspiration
The Mars Arts and Humanities gallery featured a fall show of work by artists 
Ellen McNamara Llewellyn ’04, Cynthia Rodday ’92 and Evan Morse ’09. 

Lighting the dark
The Wheaton community gathered together on October 20 to remember those who 
have experienced domestic violence, in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. The evening included speakers and performances by iSpeak and The Blend.

Dining hall renovation gets 
LEED Silver certified
The renovation of Chase Dining Hall has 

not only improved the college’s dining 
program, it has also made the 

sleek, new facility “greener.”
The building has earned 

honors from the U.S. 
Green Building Council 
as a LEED Silver 
certified facility, 
based on the energy 

efficiency measures 
built into the design, 

its use of recycled 
materials, and the “green” 

construction practices 
employed during the project.

MARK STOCKWELL

PAUL CONNORS

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Diving in
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Interns deepen 
knowledge through 
experience 
Biology major Linnea Mayfield ’17 found herself on a whaling 
boat in Boston engaged in marine mammal education and research; 
political science and women’s and gender studies double major Janaira 
Ramirez ’18 was in the thick of it in Philadelphia at the Democratic 
National Convention, helping to mobilize Latino voters; and strategic 
geography major Abraham “Abe” Ziner ’17 took on major responsibilities 
in Washington, D.C., as an intern at a consulting firm, including delivering 
a briefing on current trends in the Middle East to colleagues, a former secretary of defense, and a 
handful of U.S. ambassadors and generals. Summer 2016 was a busy one for Wheaton students who 
stepped out of comfort zones and immersed themselves in learning opportunities that will enhance 
their educational experience at Wheaton and prepare them for careers in their fields of interest. Here 
are just a few. Read more at wheatoncollege.edu/news/exploring-opportunity.

Diving in

Linnea Mayfield ’17
Major: Women’s and gender studies 

Internship: New England Aquarium, 
Boston

Environmental research: “As an 
education and research intern at the New 
England Aquarium, I educated passengers 
on the ecology of the area, and assisted 
in the recording of data about the wildlife 
we encountered almost daily. The research 
consisted of recording behaviors, species, 
particular individuals encountered 
(specifically, humpback whales and fin 
whales), associations of these individuals 
with one another and other species, and 
weather data.”

Seaworthy: “I spent the fall semester of 

my junior year studying marine biology in 
Christchurch, New Zealand. These courses 
involved hands-on experiences in the lab 
and in the field, such as a collaborative 
abalone re-tagging project and the study 
of marine mammal physiology, as well as 
a field trip that took me on my first-ever 
whale watch. After this experience, my 
interest in marine biology concentrated on 
the study of cetaceans. I found out that 
New England Aquarium was offering a new 
internship on their whale-watch vessels, 
which encapsulated both my interest 
in researching whales and my desire 
to increase bio-literacy in the public. It 
seemed perfect.”

Preparing to embark: “I took ‘Biology 
of Whales’ through the marine studies 

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM

http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/exploring-opportunity/
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Christopher Lafen ’17
Major: Biology 

Internship: Brown University Department of Molecular 
Biology, Providence, R.I.

Award: Balfour Scholar

Creating opportunity: “I wanted 
to work in a research lab, so I 
emailed some biology professors 
at Brown University. Fortunately, I 
got a response from researchers 
from the Jogl lab, who are 
doing very interesting work on 
crystallizing ribosomes.”

Researching antibiotic 
resistance: “The purpose of 
crystallizing ribosomes is so 
we can study how bacterial 
ribosomes mutate to become 
resistant to antibiotics. The X-ray 

crystallization we perform allows us to see the shape 
and orientation of the ribosomes after their bacteria 
have been grown in antibiotics. In my position, I helped 
grow the bacterial cells to harvest ribosomes, and then 
extracted and purified the ribosomes. I also worked to 
prepare crystallization trays of ribosomes, after which 
I flash-froze the ribosome crystals so they could be 
screened with an X-ray diffraction machine.”

Building confidence: “My internship has helped me 
feel more confident in working with various pieces of 
laboratory equipment. One of my favorite moments was 
when my supervisor asked me to investigate the use of 
microbatch crystallization as a viable technique in our 

lab, and I successfully produced dozens of crystals with 
the technique.”

Putting courses to work: “Wheaton courses ‘Cell 
Biology’ and ‘Organic Chemistry’ introduced me to 
techniques and concepts that came up during my 
internship. I first brought crystals out of solution in 
‘Organic Chemistry.’ In ‘Cell Biology,’ I learned about 
ribosomes and their component parts.”

Staying in awe of biology: “I’m majoring in biology 
because I’ve always been interested in the study of life 

itself, along with how we function on the microscopic 
level. Even as I continue learning more about biology, I 
continue to discover aspects about life and the human 
body that amaze me.”

Preparing for a career in research: “I would like 
to work in a biology research environment of some 
sort, either in a private research lab or with a college 
or university. This internship gave me a very good 
idea of what it’s like to work in a research lab within a 
university.”

consortium, which includes Wheaton. This course gave 
me an immense advantage when I began my internship, 
as I was well-versed in whale physiology, behavior and 
foraging ecology. Also, my experience as a resident 
advisor at Wheaton helped me develop skills in public 
speaking and interpersonal communication.”

Navigating skills: “Through this internship, I acquired 
valuable skills—from public speaking to working in 
the field. The most valuable aspect of the work was 
data collection and analysis, and working in ever-

changing field conditions. One favorite moment was 
when I successfully identified a whale in the field. It 
is rewarding to know that I am beginning to recognize 
individuals among 800 whales that populate the area.”

Collecting data: “My biggest challenge was learning 
the ropes of data collection. Every trip is different, 
and whale activity can vary in intensity and speed. 
My earliest trips were chaotic, and my unfamiliarity 
with protocol made them slightly overwhelming. It 
was a steep learning curve, but with the help from the 

naturalists and my fellow interns, I was able to pick up 
tips and tricks to make the work easier.” 

Charting new territory: “This internship helped me 
focus my interest within the wider field of biology. My 
field experience and the expansion of my knowledge of 
local ecology of Stellwagen Bank, Massachusetts Bay, 
and the wider Gulf of Maine area will help me in my final 
year of study and has given context to my past studies.”

Eleanor Levine ’18
Major: Film and new media studies

Internship: Auspicious Phoenix Productions LLC, 
Somerville, Mass.

Funding source: Wheaton Fellowship Program

Early decision: “From the age of nine I’ve been 
making my own movies with my older cousins, friends 
and anyone else I could get to act for me. It’s something 
that I’ve always loved and always known I wanted to do, 
so that’s why I chose the major.”

Playing many roles: “As an intern at Auspicious 
Phoenix Productions, I had a number of different 
duties, which made for a very interesting and engaging 
summer. My jobs included working as a production 
assistant, taking script notes on set, syncing footage, 
creating sound designs for projects and even starting 
my own project. I also managed emails daily and, for 
casting calls, kept the space neat, built sets and helped 
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Janaira Ramirez ’18
Majors: Political science and women’s and gender 
studies

Internship: Civic engagement intern for the National 
Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials

Funding source: 
Wheaton Fellowship 
Program

Registering 
voters: “I 
registered voters 
and helped recruit 
volunteers for 
phone banks of 
voter registration 
drives. I also helped 
organize events like 
Hillary Clinton’s rally 

at Temple University. During the first three days of the 
Democratic National Convention, I was at one of the 
Philadelphia Democrats’ offices helping organize the 
first stop of Hillary Clinton’s and Tim Kaine’s battle-
ground-state tour. On the last day of the convention, I 
was able to attend the convention and watch Clinton 
accept her nomination. It was absolutely amazing! I 
cannot describe what it felt like to be able to witness 
history in the making.”

Reading the public: “The ability to be able to relate 
and connect to people has been by far the most useful 
thing during my internship and in working on this 
campaign. I learned a lot about people. I was able to 
have a firsthand account of the political dissatisfaction 
of the American public. A lot of the people I spoke to 
on the streets did not feel like their vote mattered or 
did not want to vote because they’ve been let down by 
candidates with false promises too many times.”

Relying on coursework: “The research and analysis 
of the changes in African American voter turnout 
that I did for my final paper for my poli-sci research 
methods course helped a lot when registering voters. 
Philadelphia has a large African American population, 
so I was able to use what I learned to work different 
angles when trying to convince voters to register and 
make sure they vote in November.”

Making major decisions: “When I was in high school, 
I always talked about becoming the mayor of New York 
at some point, and I always enjoyed politics, so majoring 
in political science was a pretty simple choice. I chose 
women’s and gender studies to be my second major 
because I took the intro class with Denise Davis and I 
absolutely loved it. The women’s and gender studies 
courses I’ve taken so far have allowed me to learn so 
much about myself, and what I stand for. I am a woman 
who will eventually get into politics, and both of these 
majors complement each other well.”

run auditions.”

A quick study: “I was constantly learning on the job, 
especially on set, which was definitely challenging but 
crucial. When you need to know how to do something 
with only a minute to spare before the camera rolls, you 
will know, because you’ll have to. It’s the best way to 
remember things like equipment names and strategies 
for setting up.”

The wow factor: “I’m learning that I can do all the 
things I hoped I could do for so long. I kept stepping back 
from the scene and saying to myself, ‘Wow, I’m actually 
here working on a movie!’ It was the coolest feeling. It 
just reassured me that I’m doing what I’m supposed to 
do in life.”

More than movies: “At a certain point I realized that 
I was not only learning tons about filmmaking and 
actually doing real work, but I was also making friends 
and learning to work within a large group of people who 

all have the same vision. On the last day of shooting, I 
hugged everyone goodbye, and it was actually kind of 
sad because you don’t realize how close you get with 
these people (some of whom you won’t see again), 
working long days and nights to accomplish something 
great.”

Camera-ready: “Wheaton prepared me for a lot of what 
this internship entailed. Courses like ‘Digital Editing’ and 
‘Production I’ were extremely important. Before I came 
to Wheaton, I knew nothing about cameras, let alone 
about how to write a plot.”

A multifaceted story: “I know I want to work in film 
or TV, but right now I’m interested in many different 
aspects: editing, cinematography and even comedy 
writing. So, this internship—through which I learned all 
different components of moviemaking—will be really 
crucial to my career later in life.” 
(Read about Levine’s documentary being accepted into a 
film festival on page 8.)

Michael Schmidt ’17
Majors: Biology and German

Internship: Norton Conservation Committee, Norton, 
Mass.

Award: Trustee Scholar

First draft: “For my internship at the Norton 
Conservation Committee, I worked on drafting a 
resource management plan for Canoe River Aquifer, 
a resource of environmentally critical concern that 
encompasses Norton, Easton, Mansfield, Foxboro and 
Sharon. It’s where we derive all of our water. If the 
water were contaminated, 50,000 people would be 
without a drinking water supply.”

Collaboration: “I worked 
under the Canoe River 
Aquifer Advisory Committee. 
My supervisor, Norton 
conservation agent Jennifer 
Carlino, is part of the 
committee. I attended its 
meetings, with about 20 
people, including biologists 
and land preservationists.”

A man and a plan: “I was the only one drafting the 
plan. My boss gave me the information to work with, 
and encouraged me to talk to the water department in 
each town to gather more data. It’s a very large-scale 
project. The biggest challenge was that the data 
available are out of date. The advisory committee 
formed in 1983, and they stopped collecting data 
before 2000. The resource management plan 
ultimately describes what data we have, what data we 
need, and recommendations on how to move forward.”

Town connections: “I found out about the position 
through word of mouth. I’m friends with a couple 
of Norton firemen with whom I play on a softball 
league. I told them I had an opportunity for an unpaid 
internship in ecological biology, and they talked to the 
conservation board. That is how I found out about the 
opportunity.”

In the field: “My favorite part about the internship 
was going into the field to explore the Canoe River; we 
had been out there working to make a culvert more 
eco-friendly. It was awesome. It is one of the most 
pristine areas we have left, where you see nature as it 
should be.”

First time’s the charm: “This is the first internship 
I’ve ever done. It’s awesome to know the work is 
meaningful, but it was daunting, as I didn’t want to 
mess anything up. Once the plan is finally drafted, it 
will go to the Department of Environmental Protection 
for state approval.”

SUBMITTED
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Rebecca Smith ’17
Major: Neuroscience

Internship: Human resources intern at the New 
England Aquarium, Boston

Funding source: Wheaton Fellowship Program

An important mission: “I am very interested in 
recruitment, managing employee relations and ensuring 
equal opportunities for all employees. I visited the New 
England Aquarium quite often as a child. I was excited 
to discover the human resources internship role there 
because I truly believe the aquarium is a catalyst for 
global change and educating a wide range of individuals 
on conservation, research and the importance of ocean 
biodiversity.”

Varied responsibilities: “My internship included 
assisting with recruitment by posting jobs and 
observing interviews. I audited benefit packages and 
created employee benefit folders, maintained files 
and completed data entry within the aquarium’s HR 
database. I also conducted job description inventory for 
all positions.”

Diving in: “My biggest challenge was constantly 
learning new things. Coming from a neuroscience 
background with no formal education in business or 
nonprofit administration, I found it challenging and 
fun learning about human resources. My internship 
relates to my neuroscience major because of the 
connections and complex problems I had to solve daily. 
In HR, an individual may be tasked with recruitment, 
solving a benefits and compensation issue, or ensuring 
employees are meeting performance regulations. These 
sectors do not always flow together, and that reminds 
me of the connections I make as a neuroscience major 
between psychology, biology and chemistry.”

Some fun, too: “My favorite moment on the job was 
visiting the aquarium with my mentor. I was working 
really hard to meet a deadline for a specific project, and 
after I handed it in she asked if I wanted to see the new 
octopus exhibit with her. It was a great opportunity to 
bond with my supervisor and discuss her position at the 
aquarium further.”

Transferable skills: “My position as a resident advisor 
(RA) helped me have a successful internship. As an RA 
you are asked to have strong interpersonal skills, create 

a community on your floor and educate your residents 
on important issues. In HR, I regularly used those skills.”

Read about these 
students online at 
wheatoncollege.edu/
news/exploring-
opportunity

Emily Bodell ’17
Major: Biology

Internship: 
Napatree Point 
Conservation 
Area, Watch Hill, 
R.I.

Amalia Quesada Nylen ’17
Majors: English 
and Hispanic 
studies

Internship: 
Social Innovation 
Forum, Boston

Ian Opaluch ’17
Major: 
Economics 

Internship: 
Wheaton 
Innovates at 
MassChallenge, 
Boston

http://www.socialinnovationforum.org/
http://www.socialinnovationforum.org/
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Abraham “Abe” Ziner ’17
Major: Strategic geography (independent major)

Internship: The Cohen Group

A rare opportunity: “I interned at The Cohen Group in 
Washington, D.C., which is a source of global strategic 
insight on a wide variety of fields, from defense and 
security to health care and infrastructure. I was intrigued 
by both the dynamic nature of the work undertaken by 
The Cohen Group, as well as the opportunity to work 
alongside and learn from the very people whose work I 
have studied in my classes at Wheaton.”

Forging a path: “I am pursuing an independent major 
in strategic geography. The major is my attempt to 
understand both the parts of society and theory that 
underpin and interconnect today’s Middle East. Early on 
at Wheaton, I realized that specializing in a particular 
subject, even in the context of a liberal arts college, 
wasn’t going to give me the breadth of understanding 
I wanted. Writing my own major provided an excellent 
way to gain the diversity of academic experience I 
craved while at the same time allowing me to focus on 
the fascinating connections between disciplines. While 
I initially drew up the plan for the major my sophomore 
year, it was during my time studying in Egypt that I 
realized the necessity of studying the variety of subjects 
my major allowed for.”

Dynamic duties: “Assignments ran the gamut 
from researching an emerging foreign market and 
assessing a business development strategy to drafting 
correspondence to heads of state, and delivering 
briefings to a room full of former generals and 
ambassadors. Some days I worked as part of a larger 
research team doing an in-depth analysis of a business 
or security environment, whereas others I had an hour 
or two to prepare a briefing for one of the ambassadors 
before they spoke to a client, media or other official.”

Changing pace: “There is an entirely distinct 
approach to research in this environment. Changing 

from an academic mindset to this much faster pace 
was disconcerting at first, but it has taught me how 
to research in an entirely different, and I’d say more 
effective, way. I’ve learned how to put together material 
that I can deliver and be entirely confident in, as well 
as learned how to say that I can’t take on certain tasks, 
that I’m swamped, or that I couldn’t find an answer. 
I’ve learned how to work right up to the edge of my 
capabilities and how to draw on the knowledge of others 
around me to fill out what I can’t answer on my own.”

Part of the team: “I have been amazed at just how 
integrated I’ve felt as an intern. During the first week, 
I was on a research team working on a very tight 
deadline. After we had worked for many hours, and 
mounds of papers seemed to have grown out of the 
tables, the team lead looked to me and asked for my 
thoughts on our methodology and conclusions. I was 
astonished by the agency they gave me. I was able 
to see my input alter and affect the work of the entire 
team as it moved and influenced our final conclusion. 
This happened repeatedly, and was one of the most 

significant and rewarding parts of the experience.”

Answering to oneself: “I learned that it’s very 
rare that you will have the answer to a question from 
something that you have read or studied. Rather, you are 
faced with new questions and have to stitch together an 
answer utilizing every last fact, experience, conversation 
and slice of knowledge you have gained. I thank 
Associate Professor of Political Science Alireza Shomali 
for pushing me to always be more creative and inventive 
in how I approach and understand the questions I come 
across.”

Looking forward: “After graduation, I hope to go back 
to the Middle East in a research capacity. This coming 
year, I hope to draw on the tools my major has given 
me, the lessons I learned while I was abroad and the 
experience I’ve gained through this time in Washington, 
D.C., as I pursue a senior honors thesis exploring the 
ways political structures shift as communities transform 
from rural to urban environments.” Q

Sahilia Ramirez ’18
Major: Women’s 
and gender 
studies 

Internship: 
Research 
assistant, 
Wheaton History 
Department

Asher Trout ’18
Majors: 
Anthropology 
and film and new 
media studies

Internship: 
Storytank Media, 
Portland, Ore.

Katharine Wilkinson ’17
Major: Sociology

Internship: 
Newsroom 
intern, WPRI-TV, 
Providence, R.I.

Hannah Zack ’18
Majors: 
Psychology and 
sociology

Internship: 
Research 
assistant at 
Wheaton

Abraham “Abe” Ziner ’17 with retired General James Mattis
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The Wheaton Edge
Wheaton students gain essential career skills at sites throughout the country and around the world with support from internship funding. These opportunities 
are part of the college’s commitment to guaranteed funding for experiential learning formalized through the Wheaton Edge. 

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
http://wheatoncollege.edu/news/files/2016/09/RS163665_Sahilia-Ramierez_001.jpg
http://wheatoncollege.edu/career-services/internshipsjobs/the-wheaton-edge/
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One 
step 
at a 
time 

A New Year’s guide 
to fitness, food and 
feeling good
The Chinese proverb says that a journey of a thou-
sand miles begins with one step. Your Wheaton 
magazine editor says, when it comes to food and 
fitness, sometimes the hardest part is putting down 
the fork and putting on the sports bra to get going in 
the right direction. 

It’s that time of year again, when we recharge 
ourselves (and the Fitbit) in the face of a new year 
and make dramatic resolutions to get in shape, eat 
right and change something big in our lives. (This 
year, we really, really mean it. No, really!) To help us 
all, your editor has sought advice from a few of our 
alumnae/i, who each have something to offer in their 
field of expertise in nutrition, fitness and self-care. 

Go online to read more in-depth interviews with 
each of them at wheatoncollege.edu/quarterly. And 
email us your personal advice for setting and reach-
ing goals at quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. We can 
use all the inspiration we can get.

—Sandy Coleman

Work it out.
Albi Skenderi ’09

ReFit director and trainer, New York City

Economics major

Former member of the men’s track and field team

• Set a goal: “You have to have a purpose for work-
ing out. That has to be a key point for anyone. 
For me it has always been about signing up for 
an event and working toward it. That way you 
don’t have to think long term but rather week by 
week. You set a schedule for the week and try to 
maintain it. Next week do the same. For example, 
I recently learned how to swim. I signed up for 
a triathlon three months before I learned how to 
swim. Every day I had to train I knew I had to be 

there because, if I didn’t show up, I would be in 
a bad place come race day. So setting that one 
goal just a couple months before motivated me to 
train. When that was done, I moved on to some-
thing else that was two months in the future.” 

• Use social media: “When I post a new workout, I 
get support from friends and even people I don’t 
know. That drives me to provide more content 
and it motivates me to actually get active.”

• Dress the part: “I can’t stress enough how impor-
tant this is. First of all, it makes you feel great to 
know that your gym outfit looks amazing. (Don’t 
be embarrassed; we all love to feel good and look 
good.) If you can dish out some extra cash for a 
couple of good pieces from top-name brands, do 
it; they will last longer and perform better.” 
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Get real.
Lisa Miller Maguire ’81

Founder and CEO of GetRealGetRaw 
and creator of the Groothie

Double major in art and physics

• “Raw, plant-based whole foods 
have all of their thousands of 
nutrients intact. Once you cook 
your food over 118 degrees, 
most of the nutrients are 
destroyed, and we are talking 
about thousands of nutrients 
that the living cells in our body 
need to be happy and healthy. 
Love your body and try to make 
raw foods a part of your every-
day life.”

• “Get your Groothie on every-
day. Make or seek out a truly 
delicious and nutritious green 
smoothie that you look forward 
to having. Our basic recipe is 
on our website and provides a 
great foundation. Also, recruit 
your spouse, partner, child or 
neighbor to be a support in mak-
ing some changes.”

• “Live with a positive attitude. Feel 
gratitude for the fresh pro-
duce that you get to consume, 
gratitude for the farmers who 
put love into growing your food, 
gratitude toward your body for all 
of its hard work.” 

Find your tribe.
Alex McKinney ’94 

Owner/director of services, Marathon Physical Therapy and 
Sports Medicine, Massachusetts

Political science major

Marathon runner (15), Ironman triathlon competitor (10)

• “Find a coach/community—whether it be a running club 
or a fitness coach—to help you stay motivated and ac-
countable, giving you age-appropriate and research-based 
training methods to reach your optimal performance and 
prevent injuries.”

•  “Fitness is defined by your strength (muscular power), 
endurance (cardiovascular health), and flexibility (range of 
motion at all of your joints and muscle elasticity/pliability). 
Therefore, you need to address all three areas to improve 
your fitness by targeting specific muscle groups, maintain-
ing an elevated heart rate for a sustained period of time 
through cardio work, and engaging in stretching exercises 
like yoga.” 

• “Plan ahead to address all three areas throughout the week 
and be prepared for last-minute schedule changes so you 
don’t get derailed.” 

• “Find activities that you enjoy: cycling, swimming, hiking. 
Research has shown that enjoying exercise is one of 
the strongest predictors of whether a person continues 
exercising and maintains weight loss.”

• “Try something new—Pilates or barre classes. Just keep 
moving.”
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Go slow, be steady.
Michael Easter ’09

Fitness editor at Men’s Health magazine 

Independent major, mixing international 
relations and environmental science

“Don’t take on too much, too soon. 
Studies show 80 percent of people 
who lose weight will gain it all back 
in a given year. That 20 percent of 
people who keep it off don’t have 
any magic tricks. They simply stick 
with their plan longer because they 
develop habits that become part of 
their overall lifestyle. The reality is that 
the best diet and exercise plan is the 
one you’ll do consistently—you can 

get in shape doing a lot of different 
things, eating a lot of different ways. 
Everything works, just so long as you 
remain consistent. Now, how do you 
build a habit? Start slow. Whenever 
you go from one extreme to the other, 
you create a lot of stress for yourself, 
and the more stress you have the 
more likely you are to go back to your 
old ways. For example, going from 
sitting on the couch eating Doritos 
all day to eating, say, 1,500 calories 
a day and working out for two hours 
is super stressful, and it radically 
changes your life. Crash diet and 
exercise plans can surely work in the 

short term, but what do you do when 
they’re over? They’re too demanding 
for the long haul, and they’re just not 
realistic. The better way: Incorporate 
one small change into your lifestyle at 
a time. Do it for two weeks, then add 
another small change. For example, 
walk a bit more; make just one meal 
a day ‘healthy’; cut out sugary drinks; 
try strength training once a week. By 
week 13 you will have developed all 
these healthy habits. And because you 
incorporate them slowly, you avoid a 
lot of stress and your lifestyle doesn’t 
radically change. That allows you to 
sustain those habits for the long haul.”

Get a fresh start. 
Zoe Hack Keller ’05

Owner of One Beet Wellness

Sociology major

• “Get clear about sugar. Start reading labels to 
see how much total sugar is in food. The World 
Health Organization recommends no more than 
25 grams of sugar per day for adults, which 
is not much once you start paying attention to 
labels. For example, a can of soda could have 
39 grams. Once you are clear about where the 
sugar in your diet comes from, you can start 
choosing which sugar really matters to you and 
which sugar you can eliminate.”

• “Learn to listen to your body instead of following 
trendy diet advice. There 
are so many confusing 
and conflicting dietary 
theories floating around, 

and many of them aren’t healthy at all. Focus 
on building a relationship with your body to 
figure out what way of eating works best for 
you. Pay attention to how you feel after meals, 
how your energy levels change depending on 
what you eat, and any other physical symptoms 
you can connect to your diet. Eat the foods that 
make you feel best, not what someone else 
tells you to eat.”

• “Eating well is only one aspect of taking care of 
yourself. Make self-care a priority, perhaps a hot 
bath after a long day or a monthly massage.”

• “When in doubt, eat vegetables. They are 
packed with vitamins, minerals and antioxi-
dants, and are essential for optimal health. 

One of my favorite recipes is 
Massaged Tuscan Kale Salad 
(below). It is so simple but is 
delicious every time.”

Massaged Tuscan Kale Salad

Ingredients (serves 4):

1 large bunch of Tuscan kale, torn off stem 
and chopped into bite-size pieces (about 
4 cups)

1/2 cup dried cranberries, raisins, apricots, 
or currants

1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese  

1/2 cup slivered almonds, sunflower seeds, 
or toasted pine nuts

Vinaigrette Ingredients:

1/4 cup olive oil

1/4 cup fresh lemon juice

2 teaspoons of honey 

salt and pepper to taste

Directions:

Combine the vinaigrette ingredients in a jar and shake 
until mixed well.  

Pour the vinaigrette over the kale and begin mixing and 
massaging with your hands. Continue massaging for 
five minutes, or until the texture of the kale softens and 
tastes delicious.

Add in the dried fruit, cheese and nuts, and mix well.
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Regain control.
Kara Ganssle Pachniuk ’08

Director of Nutrition at POP Weight Loss in Old 
Saybrook, Conn.

Psychobiology major

• “To regain control after the holidays, give yourself 
a formal bedtime. Lack of restorative sleep can 
throw off your schedule as well as affect cravings 
and hunger.”

• “Stay hydrated. Drinking water throughout the day 
will help with organ function and energy levels, 
as well as help prevent overeating.”

• “Move. Walking around the mall or outlets can 
count as exercise. The key is to move every day. If 
you are active, make exercise non-negotiable.”

• “Plan your meals, even if you are planning one 
day in advance. If you have healthy options on 
hand, it’s easier to make better choices. There 
are grocery delivery services that may be helpful 
if it’s difficult to leave the home or to find time 
to shop.”

• “Eat every few hours to prevent dips in blood 
sugar. If you maintain stable blood sugar, you will 
be able to fight temptations.” Q

Reinvent yourself.
Kathryn Amarante Sollmann ’80

Founder of 9 Lives for Women, a career consultancy in New York City

English major

Be happy.
Emily Clement ’97

Life coach

Psychology major and education minor

Clement’s five questions to answer to find what makes 
you happy:

• “If you had a magic wand, what would your life look 
and feel like? Think beyond your current conditions 
and circumstances.”

• “Are your values aligned with where you spend your 
time and money? Define your core values, and then 
look at your bank or credit card statement. Perhaps 
you want to make adjustments.”

• “What scares you? We tend to become stagnant 
because of fear or our sense of deserving. Name 
and befriend your fears. Lean into your fear and 
watch your comfort zone expand naturally.”

• “Do you want love, affection and attention? Give away 
freely what you desire for yourself. Give it freely, and 
without expectation, to those around you.”

• “How do you spend your spare time? Spend quality 
time in silence. Prayer is talking to God, while medi-
tation is listening. If that’s not your jam, then spend 
quiet time in nature. Answers arrive in silence.”
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• “Just get to ‘next.’ People are often 
paralyzed when it comes to career 
decision making because they feel 
they only have one shot at what they 
perceive as a monumental, lifelong 
decision. A career is actually a se-
ries of steps—your only responsibil-
ity is to make your best move to the 
next step.”

• “Make sure that your career deci-
sions—to switch jobs or leave/re-
enter the workforce—are made in 
the context of long-term financial 
security, even if you may be in a 
comfortable position today. No one 
escapes life’s twists and turns.”

• “Don’t assume there is only one tra-
ditional way to work; there are many 
more options than the full-time-plus 
corporate grind. Recognize that the 
workplace is changing dramati-
cally (we’re moving to a freelance 
economy) and consider the work 
that best fits your life—flexible 

full-time and part-time positions, 
long-term consulting roles, shorter-
term freelance projects, job shares, 
telecommuting opportunities and 
entrepreneurial ventures.”

• “Don’t forget the research step. 
To develop a sound job search or 
entrepreneurial strategy, you need 
to check the viability of your plans. 
Do your homework and don’t make 
assumptions based on a handful 
of conversations or things you read 
in the media. Before you assume 
you’re too old, too young, no one is 
hiring in your industry, you have the 
wrong or outdated skill set, com-
pany X has a bad culture or there’s 
not a market for your product or 
service idea, have as many network-
ing conversations as possible with 
people you know and people you 
don’t know to get the real story. Part 
one of career reinvention is solid, 
expansive research.”

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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She has 
got it 
covered
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Charlotte 
Strick ’95 
succeeds 
as award-
winning 
book 
designer 

By Laura Pedulli

Charlotte Strick ’95 is a tactile designer and creator, preferring her hands above all 
other tools when making art. 

So when the award-winning book-jacket designer was tasked with developing the 
cover art of the Amelia Gray novel Threats, she took it as an opportunity to get her 
hands dirty—quite literally.
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Threats tells the story of the mysterious 
death of the wife of the main character—a 
recluse suffering from amnesia and delu-
sions. “Around his home and garden, small 
terrifying ‘threats’ appear to him on scraps 
of paper,” Strick said. “The description of 
his garden and the things once buried there 
presented an opportunity for a type-driven 
cover that could do the same.”

So Strick brought into the office a cas-
serole dish filled with dirt and debris from 
her own urban garden from her home in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. “I molded wet, tea-stained 
paper into the letter forms that I then ‘plant-
ed’ in a dish. Luckily, I don’t have much of 
a green thumb, so it was all too easy for me 
to find curled and wilted petals in my own 
patchy garden and these brought the neces-
sary color to the layout.” 

Threats is just one of many book covers 
Strick has designed over the years that high-
light her ability to create compelling, original 
work. Her artwork adorns books by some 

of the most well regarded authors, including 
Jonathan Franzen, Roberto Bolaño and Lydia 
Davis, and has been featured in The New 
York Times magazine, The Paris Review and 
The New Yorker.

In December 2015, the art director of the 
The New York Times Book Review, Matt 
Dorfman, chose Strick’s cover design for 
Everything That Rises Must Converge (by 
Flannery O’Connor) as one of his personal 
favorites of the year. The design features 
blurred watercolor lines and droplets that 
trace the path of two birds meeting in flight.

This cover was selected for its ability “to 
lure” in the reader “by posing questions 
that I don’t want to ignore,” Dorfman wrote 
in a Dec. 11, 2015, New York Times article 
announcing the best book cover designs of 
2015. 

“When considering the book as a whole, I 
prefer that the interiors contain answers and 
the covers ask questions. [This cover] made 
me stop, stare and ask aloud to no one in 

particular what the cover means, only to 
turn to the first page and then the following 
and then the one after that and onward,” 
Dorfman said. 

Reflecting on the achievement of this 
recognition, Strick said, “There are fewer 
prouder moments in my career.” (Strick’s 
design for Lydia Davis’s Can’t and Won’t also 
made this list in 2014.)

Artist in the making

Strick has loved creating art since she was 
very young. Her mother, a fashion designer 
from England, and her father, a book pub-
lisher, who also owned an art material trade 
business, exposed her to high art and culture 
at a young age.

“As a high school student, I longed to only 
apply to art schools, but my parents urged 
me to get a liberal arts degree first. I agreed, 
somewhat begrudgingly, worried most that 
my family didn’t think I had the artistic 
chops,” she said.
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She came to realize that a liberal arts 
education would allow her to deepen her 
knowledge of other interests as well—no-
tably art history and creative writing—and 
she was happy when she was accepted at 
Wheaton. In the end, she acknowledges that 
her work has greatly benefited from expo-
sure to a wide array of disciplines.

“Through her memorably passionate 
lectures, art historian Professor Roberta 
Olson taught me to examine and write more 
thoughtfully about what I was seeing—and 
making. I’m now often asked to do this sort 
of writing about design, and I’m grateful for 
those early lessons,” Strick said.

Also, she discovered graphic design at 
Wheaton, thanks to courses with Professor 
of Art Claudia Fieo, and she took advantage 
of a study abroad opportunity during her 
junior year at Camberwell College of Arts in 
London.

At Camberwell, “The staff took a strong 
interest in their only American exchange 
student. I returned to Norton with greater 
confidence in myself as an artist and with a 
new passion for life drawing,” she said.

During the summer before her senior year, 
Strick took a photography course sponsored 
by Wheaton College Friends of Art at the 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 
In it, she was “seduced by the unpredictabil-
ity of the Polaroid transfer process,” she said.

Both of these experiences inspired her 
senior thesis: life-size “Paper Nudes” con-
structed from collaged paper. 

Associate Professor of Art Patricia Stone, 
who arrived during Strick’s senior year, made a 
tremendous impact on this particular project, 
and provided her invaluable support as a bud-
ding artist. 

Strick recalls Stone purchasing two of her 
experimental Polaroid transfer self-portraits 
from a solo exhibit that Professor Andy 
Howard generously gave her. “Twenty-one 
years later, I’m still grateful to Professor Stone 
for recognizing some real talent in me in the 
short time she was my teacher,” she said. 

And the feeling is mutual. Even after two 
decades, Professor Stone still vividly recalls 
Strick as a student. “Charlotte was artisti-
cally an experimentalist. She liked to try 
out new ideas and materials and wanted to 
move beyond conventional images. She was 
very self-motivated, with lots of drawing and 
painting skills,” she said. 

Regarding Strick’s senior project, Stone 
said: “She was fearless about pushing her 
ideas. That’s really the core of the artistic 
process—the ability to keep reinventing 
oneself through the medium. It’s something 
Charlotte embraced early on. I’m very proud 
of her successes, but not really surprised. 
Even then she had what it takes.”

Career in the arts

Following graduation, Strick worked in 
costume design and the fashion industry for 
two years before heading back to school. 
This time she chose to enroll in Parsons 
School of Design in New York City.

Little did she know that a woman she’d 
befriend on registration day at Parsons—
Claire Williams Martinez—would someday 
be her business partner and collaborator. 

That day, while waiting in line to register, 
the two students signed up for all the same 
classes and even joked about starting a 
design studio together one day. After gradu-
ating, they both accepted jobs in the art 
departments of prestigious book publishing 

houses. The two friends continued to seek 
out additional freelance projects that al-
lowed them to continue to collaborate. This 
helped to both build their portfolios and 
also challenge them to continue learning the 
language of design outside of the confines of 
a book cover’s familiar rectangle. 

Strick settled into a 14-year career at 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux (FSG), where she 
rose through the ranks to become the art 
director of the Faber and Faber imprint and 
FSG’s trade paperback division. This position 
allowed her to work closely with renowned 
artists and other talented designers, and 
she also had the opportunity to repackage 
important backlist authors like Flannery 
O’Connor, Bernard Malamud and Christopher 
Isherwood. It was at FSG where Strick created 
the casserole-dish-garden cover for Threats. 
“That project represented for me the sort of 
unconventional cover design that many pub-
lishers might shy away from, but at FSG we 
were always encouraged to be artists in the 

way we approached our work.” 
In 2010, while still on staff at FSG, Strick 

took on the dual roles of art editor and 
designer of the renowned literary magazine 
The Paris Review, which she redesigned in-
side and out, and she remains on staff today. 

When Martinez moved back to New 
York City after working at design agencies 
in Chicago, the two decided to finally join 
forces and launch their own studio,  
Strick & Williams. 

Since the firm’s founding in 2014, they 
have collaborated with clients in the arts, 
book publishing, education, nonprofits 
and everything in between. Some of 
these include: Abrams Books, Columbia 
Global Reports, Columbia University, 
FSG, The French Institute Alliance 
Française, Human Rights Watch, Jewish 
Lives/Yale University, MoMA, The New York 
Times, The New Yorker magazine, The Paris 
Review, Scribner, Sense About Science USA 
and W.W. Norton.

Beneath the cover

Typically, Strick has only about two weeks 
to create artwork that captures the essence 
of the story inside. She must come up with 
not only one original idea but several to 
present to her client. 

These solutions are required to work at 
both the publication size and the postage-
stamp-size for online vendors, she said.

“We’re always given something to read and, 
with any luck, it’s the complete manuscript, 
as it holds all the answers for how to solve the 
puzzle of the cover design,” she said.

Strick must read through and mine what-
ever text is provided for inspiration or ideas. 
Often, she takes notes and copies down pas-
sages that spark cover ideas to be explored 
later, she said. 

Also, she talks through the assignment 
with the book’s editor, whenever possible, 
to understand their intent and the essence of 
the messages they hope to get across with 
the cover design. 

“Charlotte is immensely generous of spirit 
and visually gifted. Her fascination with 
people and their stories makes her a careful 
listener,” said Martinez, her business partner. 
“Charlotte is unparalleled in the ability to 
empathize with other people, and this makes 
her work profoundly emotive.” Q

She acknowledges that her 

work has greatly benefited from 

exposure to a wide array of 

disciplines.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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Jessica Bruce ’87 is a success story at AP
It’s little exaggeration to call The Associated 
Press (AP) the backbone of American news.

Even if you don’t realize it, you probably 
consume AP journalism almost every time 
you engage with the media. All that content 
in newspapers and on local TV newscasts 
and digital portals is created by thousands of 
AP employees spread across 263 locations, 
including every statehouse in the U.S., plus 
105 other countries.

Since 2005, the task of overseeing human 
resources for that sizable staff has fallen to 
AP senior vice president Jessica Bruce ’87, 
one of eight executives on the organiza-
tion’s senior management team who report 
directly to CEO Gary Pruitt. Bruce added 
a second title to her business card in April 
2016, when she was promoted to lead cor-
porate communications as well.

“Jessica has been a key leader for The 
Associated Press for more than a decade,” 
Pruitt said when Bruce’s new position was 

announced. “In 
this broader role, 
we will benefit to 
an even greater ex-
tent from her keen 
intellect and sound 
judgment.”

Bruce, who lives 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
with her spouse, 
Karine, and their 
son, Sully, will 
mark 20 years at 
the AP in 2017. 
She attributes 
her lengthy stay 

to a number of factors, including stellar 
colleagues and her passion for the AP’s 
mission “to inform the world.”

She said that even though the wire 
service’s roots predate the Pony Express 
(Wheaton was 12 years old when the AP 
was founded), it remains as relevant as ever 
in an era of 24/7 news and social media, 
thanks to its emphasis on brevity, breaking 
news and just-the-facts reporting. 

“Today’s news consumers want even more 
of exactly what the AP provides,” she said.

Bruce said she’s excited about her new 
role in part because she gets to help design 

the way employees, business customers 
and news consumers interact with the 
AP, which is a nonprofit news coopera-
tive owned by its members. “There’s an 
opportunity to shift thinking, to streamline 
access to AP products and services, and to 
broaden the public’s exposure and un-
derstanding of the AP and its value in the 
world today,” she said.

Bruce was an art history major at 
Wheaton but looking back, she quipped, “I 
joke that I really majored in leadership.” 

She served in multiple residence-hall 
positions, finally as the campus head 
resident, as the treasurer of the student 
union, and was involved with numerous 
other organizations. The leadership lessons 
she took away from those experiences were 
vital to her success during the first decade 
of her career, she noted.

“It was all about working successfully with 
people, leading through influence and find-
ing pathways to change. Wheaton’s leader-
ship training was critical,” said Bruce.   

But her art history major also served her 

well. She chose it after experiencing the 
intellectual rigor of classes taught by then 
Professor Leslie Brubaker. “She never, ever 
said ‘good enough,’” Bruce recalled. “She 
pushed and pushed and then pushed some 
more, until I found myself functioning in 
academic ways I didn’t think were possible 
for me.” 

Wheaton honored Bruce’s success 
early, giving her the Young Alumnae/i 
Achievement Award just six years after 
she graduated. She’s retained close ties 
to the college in the years since, includ-
ing as a trustee. In 2014 she delivered the 
keynote address at Wheaton’s Sophomore 
Symposium, where she told those in at-
tendance that “career advancement is 
often about getting things done” as much 
as book smarts.

“I strongly encouraged students to lead 
something—anything—while at Wheaton,” 
she said. “Even if you know you don’t want 
to be the boss, you’re going to have to work 
with a couple throughout your career.” Q

—Ted Nesi ’07
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Jessica Bruce ’87 is head of corporate communications and human resources at The Associated Press.

“It was all 

about working 

successfully with 

people, leading 

through influence 

and finding 

pathways to 

change. Wheaton’s 

leadership training 

was critical.”

Jessica Bruce ’87
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And the Emmy goes to...
…George Kunhardt ’09 for HBO documentary

George Kunhardt ’09, in association with 
HBO Documentary Films, Kunhardt Films 
and Marigold Pictures, in September 
won a 2016 Primetime Emmy Award 
for Exceptional Merit in Documentary 
Filmmaking for his work on Jim: The James 
Foley Story.

The documentary tells the story of the 
American photojournalist who was kid-
napped in Syria and went missing for two 
years before video of his public execution 
surfaced, introducing the world to ISIS.

Kunhardt was one of the producers on 
the documentary, working with producers 
Eva Lipman and brother Teddy Kunhardt 
and executive producers Peter Kunhardt (his 
father), Sheila Nevins and Jacqueline Glover.

The Emmy was presented at the 68th 
Creative Arts Emmy Awards ceremony 
that was held on September 11 at the 

Microsoft Theater in 
Los Angeles to honor 
variety, reality and 
documentary pro-
grams, as well as the 
artists and craftspeople 
behind the scenes who 
create television excel-
lence.

The ceremony was 
televised on September 
17, on FXX, and snip-
pets also were shown 

during the 68th Emmy Awards show that 
aired live September 18 on ABC.

Kunhardt Films, which is located in 
Pleasantville, N.Y., had a stellar 2016. 
Jim, which aired on HBO in February 
2016, also won the Audience Award at 
the Sundance Film Festival. The company 
also co-produced the 10-minute film 
that introduced President Obama at the 
Democratic National Convention. And its 
film Living With Lincoln was nominated for 
a News & Documentary Emmy Award in 
the Outstanding Historical Programming: 
Long Form category as well as in the 
Outstanding Graphic Design and Art 
Direction category.

Kunhardt Films got involved with the 
making of Jim while working on Living With 

Lincoln, which also aired on HBO. Brian 
Oakes, the co-director of Living with Lincoln, 
was a childhood friend of Foley’s. At the end 
of the project, the Kunhardts presented the 
idea of making a film about Foley.

“Everything spiraled from that and then it 
became a reality,” said Kunhardt.

The Foley documentary took 14 months 
to produce and involved many emotional 
interviews. 

“Winning an Emmy has been pretty amaz-
ing,” said Kunhardt, who attended the Los 
Angeles ceremony with his brother, Teddy, 
his father, two other producers and the direc-
tor. “I’ve never experienced anything like 
this. I hope I get to experience it again.”

One of Kunhardt’s mentors and fans at 
Wheaton, Professor of Art Andrew Howard, 
is very excited for the filmmaker. “There was 
never any doubt that George would be a 
real force in the film industry. He is highly 
motivated, has a terrific work ethic and is 
creative. This combination has led him to 
the stage, where he received his Emmy,” 
Howard said. Q

—Sandy Coleman

Previous Wheaton Emmy 
Award winners:
Elaine Brown ’77, 2008 Emmy award for 
public-service programming “Get Tested” 
on HBO

Lesley Stahl ’63, 60 Minutes correspondent, 
numerous Emmy Awards, including for 
Outstanding Business and Economic 
Reporting in a News Magazine and Best 
Report in a News Magazine in 2014

Marion Lear Swaybill ’63, television 
producer, an International Emmy for 
Outstanding Drama for A Dangerous Man: 
Lawrence After Arabia in 1991

From left to right: George Kunhardt ’09, Eva Lipman, Teddy Kunhardt, Jacqueline Glover, Peter Kunhardt and 
Brian Oakes pose with the Emmy for Exceptional Merit in Documentary Filmmaking for Jim: The James Foley 
Story, during the Television Academy’s 2016 Creative Arts Emmy Awards in Los Angeles.

VINCE BUCCI
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Promoting wellness 
Valerie Tobia ’07 joins Wheaton as director of counseling and health 

Valerie Tobia ’07 aspires to help students 
achieve wellness not only in their physical 
health but also in their mental well-being.

Tobia—who joined Wheaton on Sept. 19, 
2016, as director of counseling and health 
services—is using holistic, integrated meth-
ods to support mental health that incorpo-
rate the body and respond to what individu-
als need, she said.

“This position speaks directly to my pas-
sions, education and identity as a public 
health social worker—focusing on preven-
tion, support, programming initiatives, and 
linking students to needed services within 
Wheaton and the surrounding community,” 
she said.

Tobia, who graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and double minor in 

women’s and gender 
studies and English 
literature (with a focus 
on race and ethnic-
ity), received her dual 
degree in public health 
and social work from 
Boston University. 
She has worked at 
the Justice Resource 
Institute, providing 
intensive in-home 
therapy and counsel-
ing within a residen-
tial program, and at 
Family Health Center 
in Worcester, Mass., as 
a public health social 
worker, where she 
provided mental health 
access, education 
and collaboration on 

primary care medical teams.
When seeking out new opportunities to 

grow as a professional, she came across the 
director of counseling and health services 
position at Wheaton.

“I felt immediately drawn to the commit-
ment of incorporating the counseling and 
health services department and the opportu-
nity to work with the administration and cli-
nicians in providing services to the Wheaton 

community,” she said.
In her position, she serves as part of the 

college’s leadership team, working with 
internal departments and external organi-
zations to provide appropriate and helpful 
services to Wheaton students.

“The wonderful counseling and health 
services staff and I will be available to talk 
with, train, and collaborate with groups and 
students on campus to make mental health 
and physical health more prominent and 
accessible,” she said.

Tobia said she feels “blessed and excited” 
to be rejoining the Wheaton community. A 
first-generation college student, she recalls 
working multiple jobs on and off campus. 
She served as a peer mentor at the Filene 
Center, worked with the Multicultural 
Admissions Committee, and worked as both 
a resident advisor and lead resident advisor. 
Also, she was vice president and president 
of the college’s AIDS prevention and educa-
tion team, which engaged the campus on 
safe-sex practices and helped people garner 

access to testing and health services.
In addition, as a student, she studied 

abroad in South Africa at Rhodes University, 
and interned at an HIV/AIDS center and a 
preschool in the local township.

“As a graduate of Wheaton, I have an 
understanding of the culture, energy, chal-
lenges and opportunities on campus. I also 
remember what it was like being a student, 
and the fear, excitement, mistakes and learn-
ing that come with the opportunity to be 
here,” she said.

What’s her advice to new students on 
campus? “Be gentle with yourself during 
this transition time; it can be exhilarating 
and also intimidating. Reach out if you need 
support; people are here to help you. Also, 
expand your comfort zone, watch out for 
each other, always trust your gut and stick 
up for what you think is right, stay up late 
and watch the stars from the Dimple, and try 
something new every week.” Q

—Laura Pedulli

Valerie Tobia ’07 chats with a group of students who are in the Active Minds club.
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“The wonderful 

counseling and 

health services 

staff and I will 

be available to 

talk with, train, 

and collaborate 

with groups and 

students on 

campus to make 

mental health 

and physical 

health more 

prominent and 

accessible.”

Valerie Tobia ’07
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Return 
of the 
goddess

Though the 20th-century plaster cast of the 
Lemnian Athena, a member of the world-
renowned Caproni Collection, stands at al-
most seven feet tall, she has been an elusive 
member of the Wheaton community much 
of the last century.

But last summer, the goddess of arts, 
literature and reason received some well-
deserved attention to replace a fragment of 
what remained of her left arm and reattach 
her head and neck to her body. 

After a restoration proposal was submit-
ted by Art History Professor Tripp Evans, 
Lisa Shure Benson ’06 and Kayla Malouin 
’10 were called on to restore an important 
piece of their alma mater and tap into their 
Wheaton education. 

Both Benson and Malouin work at the 
Giust Gallery in Woburn, Mass., the owner 
of the Caproni Collection cast necessary 
to make these repairs. Benson, who is the 
daughter of the Giust Gallery and Skylight 
Studios’ owners Robert and Kathleen Shure, 
serves as a sculptor and conservator-restorer 
at the gallery. Malouin is the gallery’s project 
and research manager and curator of the 
Caproni Collection. 

Benson was raised in an artistic envi-
ronment but admits that she took campus 
displays of artwork, like Athena, for granted. 
“Before I was a student at Wheaton and 
visited campus with my parents, they would 
point out all the statues. I now have come to 
appreciate it,” she says.

Although she was interested in pursu-

ing a career in art—after all, it runs in her 
family—Benson chose Wheaton for the op-
portunity to explore other subjects. “As an 
artist, I could take a science class and then it 
could be an inspiration for art. At Wheaton, 
I could be a more well-rounded artist,” said 
Benson, who decided on a studio art major 
and art history minor. 

Her co-worker, Malouin was interested in 
museum studies.

“When I arrived at Wheaton, I didn’t know 
the Caproni Collection. I was fascinated by 
the plaster casts in Mary Lyon though, and 
ended up researching Wheaton’s collection 
for my senior year project,” Malouin says.

 Malouin gained hands-on experience in 
the field for three years as a collection assis-
tant for Leah Niederstadt, assistant professor 
of museum studies and curator of Wheaton’s 
Permanent Collection. Athena is a continua-
tion of their connection.

The statue, which was donated to the 
college in 1913 as a gift of the Class of 1912, 
is an important part of the college’s collec-
tion that, from its earliest days, has been 
an excellent pedagogical resource, notes 
Niederstadt. Over the years, the whereabouts 
of the statue sometimes has been a mystery 
as it was moved around on campus and then 
into storage.

In summer 2016, Athena was moved to 
the Giust Gallery by Richard Wright Inc., a 
fine art handling company based in West 
Bridgewater, Mass. 

At the gallery, major damage was fixed but 
smaller chips were left untouched to maintain 
Athena’s antique quality. According to Benson, 
who worked on the molds and casts, keeping 
the repairs discreet was a challenge. “That’s 
kind of what restoration is about versus con-
servation, where you might see where there’s 
a fill or something that was once missing.”

The restored Athena is now on display at 
the Providence Athenaeum in Rhode Island 
on a five-year renewable loan, and serves 
as “…an excellent example of the Wheaton 
community collaborating to create and care 
for knowledge,” says Niederstadt. Q

—Megan Countey Margulies ’03
Lisa Shure Benson ’06, left, and Kayla Malouin ’10 
stand with Athena at the Giust Gallery.
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Preserving the past
Amy Halpern Degen ’82 leads charge to save Jewish cemetery in Poland

Amy Halpern Degen ’82 is a stalwart be-
liever in preserving the past, and honoring 
the lives before us. She has taken up the 
cause of saving one of the largest Jewish 
cemeteries in Bialystok, Poland, which is at 
risk of fading into obscurity. 

“I want people to understand what is 
happening in Europe in terms of Jewish 
memory. This project has given me hope,” 
said Degen, who majored in sociology 
at Wheaton and currently serves as a 
Holocaust teacher at Congregation Shalom 
in Chelmsford, Mass.

Although Jews lived in Bialystok for 
more than 400 years, “there is no visible 
sign of a Jewish presence, except for a few 
memorials where Jews were killed during 
the Holocaust,” Degen said. When the 
Nazis invaded Poland during World War II, 
they murdered the Jews in town, and then 
destroyed their cemeteries, even stealing 
gravestones to use as building materials.

In summer 2016, Degen and her husband, 
who is a landscape contractor and stone-
mason expert, traveled to Bialystok to help 
restore the Wschodnia Jewish Cemetery. 
This cemetery is the resting place of an es-
timated 30,000 Jews. In the 30-acre space, 
approximately 3,000 tombstones are visible 
and remain in various states of disarray.

With eight other volunteers, the couple 
was able to set the stones and apply special 
adhesive to put the broken stones back 

together. They removed the grass away from 
the stones to expose them, scraped off dirt 
and moss, and washed and painted the let-
tering on the stones, Degen said. 

“We were able to uncover over 301 
tombstones in six days,” she said. 

The project has a personal connection to 
Degen, who recently discovered family ties 
to Bialystok. Her brother was also part of the 
team this summer. “If our grandfather did 
not leave Bialystok for the United States in 
1928, we probably never would have been 

born. So this work is deeply personal to us. 
I do not know if I will uncover any of my 
family’s stones, but it doesn’t really matter 
to me,” she said. 

The couple plans to go back next year to 
continue this work. Time is of the essence, 
namely due to land-use issues.  

“In Poland, if a property is abandoned 
for more than 70 years, it can be taken by 
the government and built upon,” Degen 
said. This already has played out in a 
smaller Jewish cemetery in Bialystok, which 
the town approved as the site of a new 
building. 

This summer, Degen hopes to save even 
more headstones with a dedicated cadre 
of volunteers. She has partnered with mem-
bers of academia, including Heidi Szpek, 
a professor from Central Washington 
University who is helping translate the 
names on the graves to make sure the 

broken pieces are matched with the correct 
stone. 

The end goal: bring back dignity for those 
buried there. 

“What’s cool is that it’s only two people, 
my husband and I, who saw this cemetery 
and knew we could help this ongoing 
project.  And we are making a difference. It 
shows that if you see injustices, there really 
are small ways to make changes with incred-
ible impact,” she said.

—Laura Pedulli

Small world
Wheaton graduates are everywhere. Xue Zelda Zhao ’18 has found that out 
firsthand on more than one occasion. In summer 2016, Zhao, a chemistry 
and economics major and French minor from Suzhou, China, was attending 
Middlebury College’s French School. Who does she run into on the first day? 
Angela Heffernan Toussaint ’86.

They quickly realized their Wheaton connection.
“While chatting, we also found out that we had the same French professors 

at Wheaton, professors Cecile Danehy and John Walsh,” Zhao said.
“Zelda was taking an intensive course in preparation for her junior year in 

Paris,” said Toussaint. “We met at a French School party. I was floored when 
she told me she attends Wheaton. In addition, she is studying in Paris with the 
Sweet Briar program, which I did 32 years ago.”

 Said Zhao: “We had so much common language that we became very close 
during this intensive language program where we communicated in French 
only. We had lunch and dinner together in the dining hall often and she helped 
me a lot in French. She always cheered me up. I guess this is the Wheaton love.”
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Making the case for rhinos
Betsey Brewer Bethel ’92 says education is key to saving rhinos

Betsey Brewer Bethel ’92, the executive direc-
tor of E.A.R.T.H.—a nonprofit at Southwick’s 
Zoo in Mendon, Mass.—hopes to clear up 
misconceptions that endanger one of the 
oldest-living mammals on the planet: the 
rhinoceros. In the Huffington Post article 
“Rhino Royalty: World Leaders Shedding 
Light on a Nearly Extinct Species,” she shared 
staggering facts on the declining population of 
rhinos—attributing this decrease to a thriving 
black market for rhino horn, which is used in 
traditional Chinese medicine and as decora-
tion. “I’ve had visitors in our discovery center 
at the zoo suggest that rhino horn is necessary 
in traditional Asian medicine. Many people are 
unaware that rhino horn is simply keratin, or 
finely compressed hair,” she told the Quarterly. 
Her article in the Huffington Post is part of 
efforts to separate fact from fiction, with the 
hope of saving these animals from extinction. 

“Education and awareness is key to changing 
people’s views. We need contact with nature 
to care about all life on this planet. Without 
an intimate connection, education, awareness 
and caring, our planet will forever change.” 
For many years, Bethel has teamed up with 
Associate Professor of Psychology Kathleen 
Morgan, who places Wheaton students in 
positions on the applied behavior analysis 
research team in conjunction with Southwick’s 
Zoo’s nonprofit affiliate, E.A.R.T.H. Ltd. “We 
feel that offering the students this opportunity 
helps them in their studies, and assures that 
they have an opportunity to become part of 
a growing community of wildlife educators 
and environmental stewards. Our planet faces 
many critical issues and the students today are 
our future leaders. We need to equip them 
with as many opportunities as possible, and to 
educate them in the many facets and aspects 

of wildlife conservation,” Bethel said. (For 
more information on Bethel’s collaboration 
with Morgan, read the Panorama on page 12.) 

—Laura Pedulli

Finding success in the federal sector
Margaret ‘Meg’ Offit Gold ’85 excels in government career

While a student at Wheaton, 
Margaret “Meg” Offit Gold ’85 was 
tasked with serving as a tour guide 
for visiting scholar and Foreign 
Service officer Curtis Cutter.

The history major did not 
know it then, but their meeting 
would spark a chain of events that 
propelled Gold into a successful career in the 
federal government.

“While spending the day with [Curtis 
Cutter], he asked me, ‘What are you going to 
do when you graduate?’ and I told him, think-
ing that it was a longshot, that I would like 
to have an internship with a United Nations 
agency,” Gold recalled.

Fortunately for her, Cutter got in touch 
with Gold about a six-month internship at the 
International Labor Organization, a United Nations 
agency, in Geneva. She seized the opportunity, 
and “in many ways, it changed my life,” she said.

Gold—now a senior program analyst at 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC)—has worked both overseas and 
domestically for various federal agencies. 
Both during college and in the professional 
world, she steadfastly pursued opportunities 

to further her career.
“I, 100 percent, took advan-

tage of my liberal arts degree at 
Wheaton,” Gold said, adding that 
while a student she participated in 
study abroad programs in Kenya, 
South Africa and England—and 
even played field hockey on the 

women’s team. 
She recalled “incredible thought-provoking 

and eye-opening interactions” with her profes-
sors—including Professor of Political Science 
Jay Goodman, Professor of History Alex Bloom, 
Professor of Economics John Miller and Professor 
of Political Science Jerry Murphy—and her ad-
viser (John Burton, professor of anthropology). 

Gold went on to work in international devel-
opment consulting and later earned a mas-
ter’s degree in international relations at Johns 
Hopkins in Washington, D.C. As a student, she 
received a Presidential Management Internship, 
which allowed her to intern in various federal 
positions, including at the U.S Department of 
Agriculture and even at the White House. 

“I worked in the White House Office of 
Media Affairs for both presidents George 
H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton. It was fantasti-

cally rewarding,” she said.
She began her federal career at the USDA 

and the U.S. Department of the Treasury. 
In 2007, she joined the NRC, the federal 
agency that licenses and regulates the 
civilian use of radioactive materials while 
protecting people and the environment. As 
a senior policy analyst, her work focuses on 
analyzing data and managing reporting of 
the agency’s acquisitions. 

“I urge graduates to consider a career with 
the federal government. Wherever your path 
takes you, and in whichever agency you land, 
you will be well-positioned to make a differ-
ence and meet many people committed to 
working together toward this goal,” she said.

Gold also actively volunteers, serving on the 
board of the Hadassah Foundation (which invests 
in social change to empower girls) and work-
ing with an ice hockey club for athletes with 
developmental disabilities—tapping into skills 
developed as a field hockey player at Wheaton.

A liberal arts degree prepared her well for 
government and volunteer work, she said. 
“Every experience at Wheaton shaped who I 
am today,” said Gold.

—Laura Pedulli

Betsey Brewer Bethel ’92 and Professor of Psychology 
Kathleen Morgan at the International Zoo Educator’s 
22nd Biennial Conference.
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Elements of success
John Ahern ’10 joins Los Alamos National Laboratory as staff scientist

At Los Alamos National Laboratory in New 
Mexico, John Ahern ’10 is in his element.

Working as a scientist at this national 
security-focused lab, he leverages his 
knowledge around elements to help the U.S. 
government safely process aging plutonium 
so it can be suitable for later use. This work 
also decreases the volume and therefore the  
cost of disposing of high-activity, residue-
laden waste, according to Ahern.

“I am incredibly fortunate and proud to 
be able to conduct this research in service 
of the nation. My work has yielded publica-
tions and patent filings that have real-world 
applications, which I believe will improve 
the safety and security of America and its 
citizens,” he said.

Ahern, who majored in environmental 
science at Wheaton, joined Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in June 2016 some time 
after obtaining his Ph.D. in chemistry from 
the University of Maine. As part of his studies 
in Maine, he also looked to lessen environ-
mental impacts of toxic substances—but in 
that work, hazardous pharmaceuticals and 
petrochemicals in water were the targets. 

“Many of these contaminants, such as 
synthetic estrogen, can pose a threat to 
aquatic and amphibious species even at low 
concentrations,” he said.

After completing his doctorate, Ahern 
conducted research at the National Energy 
Technology Lab (NETL) in the Greater 
Pittsburgh area. There, he studied rare earth 
elements—a set of 17 chemical elements in 
the periodic table—that are used in modern 
electronics, including cell phones, cars and 
wind turbines.

The People’s Republic of China controls 
nearly all of the world’s active mines for rare 

earth elements. As such, the U.S. and other 
western nations are seeking ways to boost 
access to domestic sources of rare earth ele-
ments by extracting their own from various 
waste streams, he said.

At NETL, Ahern successfully developed a 
sensor that can detect parts per billion con-
centrations of certain rare earth elements in 
coal waste streams. “The size of these waste 
streams is so large that even low concentra-
tions would yield a sufficient supply of rare 
earths to mitigate the risk of China raising 
the price of their exports.”

At Wheaton, Ahern paved the path for his 
career as a successful scientist. 

“The wide variety of classes I took as 
part of my environmental science major 
and chemistry minor helped me address 
the multi-faceted projects I started with as a 
graduate student,” he said. 

One course, “Chemistry of Natural 

Waters,” taught by Associate Professor of 
Chemistry and Geology Matt Evans, was 
especially important in sparking his interest 
in researching water-borne pollutants. Evans 
recalls Ahern as one of the first students 
to major in environmental science with an 
environmental chemistry concentration. 

“He was always looking for ways to use 
the knowledge he had gained in those 
courses and apply it to environmental issues 
and problems,” Evans said. “The students 
in the ‘Chemistry in Natural Waters’ course 
were charged with weekly river sampling 
at sites in and around Norton. John was 
integral to the success of this sampling, 
organizing his fellow students, and doing 
the sampling on his own if need be. In the 
field, if we needed someone to wade into a 
stream, to climb a tree, or to dig a soil pit, 
John was always willing.” 

A student-athlete, Ahern mastered balanc-
ing his coursework with being on Wheaton’s 
men’s swimming team. “It forced me to 
learn effective time management, which 
later proved invaluable during graduate 
school, when there was less structure in my 
day,” he said. 

Now Ahern is enjoying life in the 
Southwest, and working for one of the 
country’s most well-known laboratories.

“I live in the village of Tesuque on the 
outskirts of Santa Fe, which is great because 
of its close proximity to work as well as the 
bustling Santa Fe plaza,” he said. “Also, the 
abundance of wildlife such as bears and 
mountain lions is incredible. I am excited to 
cross-country ski in the nearby mountains 
and check out the collapsed volcano known 
as the Valles Caldera.”

—Laura Pedulli

Gwendolyn “Gwen” Crafts ’11 joined the Alumnae/i Board 
of Directors in October 2016 as student alumnae/i activities 
co-chair. Prior to taking on this role, Crafts served as co-chair 
of the NYC Young Alumnae/i Council for several years. Crafts, 
an associate project manager at J.P. Morgan, said she joined 
the board as a way to give back to the college, and to help 
strengthen the Wheaton network and experience. “I’m grate-

ful for the education and connections I made while attending 
Wheaton. It’s an incredible network of people who are making 
a real impact on this world.” In her new role, Crafts aspires to 
help graduating students better connect with alums, ensuring 
they have a more visible and strengthened network to tap into 
after graduation. One little-known fact about Crafts? “I ate 
guinea pig while traveling in Peru. It’s a popular local dish.”

Crafts joins board
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Strengthening families
Alicia Alvarez ’15 serves as intervention specialist at Youth Villages

A healthy and happy life begins 
at home. 

As a family intervention 
specialist at the nonprofit Youth 
Villages in Woburn, Mass., Alicia 
Alvarez ’15 works directly with 
clients to help them achieve 
stability, both as individuals and 
as a family.

“Children are better raised by 
their families, and we focus on 
creating interventions that can im-
prove the family dynamics, taking 
a strength-based perspective,” said 
Alvarez, a psychology major at 
Wheaton, who earned her master’s 
degree in human development and 
psychology at Harvard.

At Youth Villages, Alvarez 
provides counseling to families 
and individuals both in their 
home and in residential settings. 
She creates treatment and safety 
plans, enabling families to de-
velop skills necessary to thrive. 
She works closely on cases re-
ferred to her by the Department 
of Children and Families and the 
Department of Youth Services. 
As a member of the bilingual 
team, she serves primarily low-
income Hispanic families. 

“Youth Villages is an orga-
nization that really believes in 
its mission. It is a great place 
to learn and grow as a profes-

sional—which is something that 
attracted me since the moment 
I interviewed for the position,” 
said Alvarez, a native of the 
Dominican Republic. 

Alvarez first became fasci-
nated with the psychological 
impact that dynamics have on 
children and adolescents while 
in college. There, she learned 
the fundamental truth that for 
children to thrive, they need 
committed caregivers, she said.

“My sophomore year at 
Wheaton was really life-chang-
ing academically,” she said. “I 
took ‘Adolescent Development’ 
and ‘Multicultural Psychology’ 
with Associate Professor of 
Psychology Peony Fhagen. Both 
classes sparked my interest 
to further explore the topics 
discussed, leading these areas of 
psychology to become the main 
focus for my remaining time at 
Wheaton.” 

Under Fhagen’s supervi-
sion, she completed an honors 
thesis studying body dissatisfac-
tion among Dominican and 
Dominican American adoles-
cent girls. Also, she worked in 
Fhaden’s Self-Development Lab 
as a research assistant. 

“Alicia was a dedicated 
student who developed a pas-

sion for psychology, particularly 
multicultural and cross-cultural 
psychology,” Fhagen said. 
“Many students looked up to her 
because of her work ethic in and 
outside the classroom.”

Alvarez explored interests 
outside the classroom as a 
member of the Latino Student 
Association, Intercultural Board, 
Residential Life and Student 
Government Association.

Her extracurricular involve-
ment made her feel a part of 
something bigger than herself, 
she said.

“I was able to feel integrated 
into a community in which 
people shared my passions and 

goals, and in which I was able to 
grow and learn with my fellow 
classmates. My involvement really 
taught me the importance of ef-
fective communication when be-
ing part of a team, and helped me 
identify and learn more about my 
own leadership style,” she said.

Looking forward, Alvarez plans 
to continue building work experi-
ence to narrow down her focus 
within the field of psychology. 
She is considering pursuing her 
Ph.D. in counseling psychology, 
and perhaps someday opening 
up a community-based facil-
ity in her home country of the 
Dominican Republic.

—Laura Pedulli

Upcoming Deadlines

Spring 2017:  Jan. 7, 2017
Summer 2017:  March 10, 2017
Fall 2017:  June 24, 2017
Winter 2018:  Sept. 22, 2017

These deadlines apply to class 
secretaries and their columns. 
Submissions from classmates should 
be made directly to class secretaries 
before these deadlines. 

We cannot guarantee the 
publication of class notes received 
after the deadline as production 
schedules and resources require 

strict deadline compliance.

Photo Guidelines

Traditional photographic prints 
(made from a negative) or digital 
photos can be submitted to the 
magazine for publication. 

Tips for Digital Photos

• In general, digital photos should 
be taken on the highest-quality 
setting.
• Digital photos should be 4 x 6 
inches or larger and 300 dpi. 
• Save the photo as a TIFF or JPEG 
and email it as an attachment to 

quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.

How to Submit Class Notes

Email: Email your notes to  
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. 
(Subject line: Class Notes “year”)

By fax: (508) 286-8228

By post: Yes, the postperson is still 
welcome at our door. You may mail 
columns or your news to:

Class Notes 
Wheaton Quarterly 
Wheaton College 
Norton, MA 02766 

Questions? 

We are here to help tackle any 
questions, concerns or problems 
that come up as you work on your 
class notes. 
News about members of classes 
that are not listed or do not have a 
class secretary may be submitted to 
the Wheaton Magazine, preferably 
by email.

mailto:quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu
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1939
Francesca “Fran” Hall Hill, 98, 
of Wayland, Mass., died on Sept. 
10, 2016, at her residence. She 
was the wife of the late Parmelee 
Hill. She graduated from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
education. Before she married, 
she was a kindergarten teacher. 
Fran was an active member of 
Trinitarian Congregational Church 
and was one of the floral arrang-
ers for the church and the Altar 
Guild. She was a longtime mem-
ber, since 1952, of the Wayland 
Garden Club and well into her 
nineties she attended lecture 
series. She was also a member of 
the Colonial Dames of America. 
She was a volunteer at the Vokes 
Theatre in Wayland and at the 
Wayland polls into her eighties. 
She enjoyed playing tennis. 

1940
Mary Heald Williams, 98, died 
on Sept. 23, 2016, in Tampa, Fla. 
Her husband, Joseph, prede-
ceased her. For more than 60 
years, Mary was a member of 
Hyde Park Presbyterian Church in 
Tampa, serving in several minis-
tries and on various committees. 
She was a homemaker and later 
worked as an executive secre-
tary with Hillsborough County 
Schools for 20 years. She was a 
member of several boards, includ-
ing Hillsborough County Blood 
Bank and Lakeland Highlands 
Co-operative Association, where 
she served as secretary. She was 
also active in PEO Chapter T, 
the Salvation Army Women’s 
Auxiliary, Metropolitan Ministries, 
Meals on Wheels, Beach Park 
Women’s Club and Tampa 
Woman’s Club. 

1941
Jean Inglis Law, 96, of Windsor, 
Conn., passed away on Aug. 27, 
2016. Jean majored in art history 
at Wheaton. After World War 
II, she and her husband, Reed, 
settled in Cortland, N.Y., where 
they raised their two sons. Later, 
she moved to Hamden, Conn., 
where she lived for more than 50 
years. Jean was an active member 
of Church of the Redeemer in 
New Haven. She enjoyed garden-
ing, classical music, puzzles, knit-
ting, the N.Y. Mets and Chicago 
White Sox.

1943
Nancy Wilcox Mattis, of 
Barrington, R.I., passed away on 
Oct. 26, 2016. She was married to 

her husband, Walter, for 57 years. 
Nancy grew up in Providence, 
with her summers spent by the 
shore of Narragansett Bay in the 
Bristol Highlands. She enjoyed 
golf, tennis, bowling, playing 
bridge and spending time on the 
water. She was a member of the 
Rhode Island Country Club, the 
Barrington Yacht Club, Barrington 
Harbor Estates Homeowners 
Association, Barrington Women’s 
Club, Barrington Garden 
Club, Providence Athenaeum, 
the Handicraft Club, Rhode 
Island Historical Society, RISD 
Museum, the Chaminade Club 
of Providence, the Newport 
Art Museum and Barrington 
Congregational Church. 

1948
Jean MacDill Dougherty passed 
away on Sept. 18, 2016. Jean 
was a resident of Bethlehem, Pa., 

at the time of her passing. Jean 
graduated from Wheaton with a 
degree in music. She was married 
to Bruce Dougherty.

1950
Mary Burgess died on Oct. 9, 
2016. She grew up in Pelham 
Manor, N.Y. After graduating from 
Wheaton, she worked at The 
Research Institute of America. 
Then she was the executive sec-
retary for The American Council 
of Voluntary Agencies for Foreign 
Service. Her last job before retir-
ing was with St. James Episcopal 
Church.

1951
Priscilla Allen Ahern, 86, of 
Newport Beach, Va., died on 
Sept. 4, 2016. She attended 
Wheaton, and then received her 
bachelor’s degree in fine arts from 
The Chouinard Art Institute, and 

master’s degree in marriage and 
family counseling from Azusa 
Pacific University. In 1989, she 
married Thomas Ahern and they 
retired to Newport Beach, Calif. 

1952
Joan Connelly Campbell of 
Tarrytown, N.Y., passed away 
on Aug. 17, 2016, at Regional 
Hospice and Home Care Center 
in Danbury, Conn. She was the 
wife of the late Hugh Campbell. 
A parishioner of Transfiguration 
Parish, she was an active volun-
teer over the years in the Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, the 
Transfiguration School Guild and 
the Sleepy Hollow High School 
Hockey Boosters Club. Joan en-
joyed gardening and reading and 
religiously completed the New 
York Times crossword puzzle on 
a daily basis for many years. She 
was an ardent supporter of all of 
her children’s various activities 
and sporting events.

1954
Madeline “Dutch” Ricker Swain 
passed away on Sept. 9, 2016, in 
Charlton, Mass. Her husband of 
56 years, Jonathan, predeceased 
her. Dutch was raised in Walpole 
and summered in Nantucket. 
After graduating from Wheaton, 
she resided in Sudbury, Mass., 
for 44 years with her husband, 
where they raised their two 
daughters. Dutch was a volunteer 
member serving many schools, 
organizations, local food pantries 
and her church, Sudbury United 
Methodist Church. She enjoyed 
tennis, baking brownies, Red Sox 
games, reading, cooking up her 
top-secret clam chowder recipe, 
and spending time with a circle 
of her close friends who called 
themselves The Fat Farm. 

1957
Marion Willi Whittemore, a 
lifelong resident of New York City 
and a longtime summer resident 
of Watch Hill and Weekapaug, 
passed away in New York City on 
Aug. 31, 2016, following a brief 
illness. She spent her summers 
growing up in the Poconos and 
the Catskills. She was the beloved 
wife for 51 years of Frederick. She 
received her bachelor’s degree 
in music from Wheaton. After 
graduation, she worked at G. 
Schirmer, Inc., in New York. She 
was a lover of classical music and 
Broadway show tunes, as well as 
an accomplished pianist. Marion 
enjoyed playing tennis and golf. 

IN MEMORIAM

Dorothy Littlefield Weber ’38
Dorothy “Dal” Littlefield Weber 
’38, 100, passed away on Nov. 
3, 2016, in Indian Wells, Calif. 
An active alumna and loyal 
advocate of Wheaton over the 
decades, Dal had supported 
a wide array of programs at 
Wheaton, including the Posse 
Program, arts and theater, and 
the annual fund. The Dorothy 
Littlefield Weber ’38 Theatre, 
a 350-seat theater situated in 
the Watson Fine Arts Center, 
was named in her honor in 
2002. Dal was born in Sanford, 
Maine. She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in French. When she 
was a student, her classmates 
affectionately called her “the 
professor” due to her sharp 
mind. She was the only one in 
her class who graduated cum 
laude, and she was awarded 
the Riddell Prize in Language. 
Also, as a student, she served 
as editor of Wheaton’s literary 
and visual arts journal Rushlight. 
After graduating from Wheaton, 
Dal obtained her master’s 
degree in romance languages 
from Columbia University in 
1942. She was employed at 
Harvard University, working in 
the international section of the 
Harvard library thanks to her 
proficiency in six languages. 

She married Max Weber in 
1947. The couple loved to travel 
from California to Maine each 
year. Dal was a talented cook, 
seamstress, tennis player, 
pianist and lover of cats. She 
supported many organizations 
during her lifetime, including the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra, the 
Oakland Museum of California, 
Eisenhower Medical Center in 
Rancho Mirage, Calif., and the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 
She also was a proud supporter 
and active volunteer at the 
Living Desert, a wildlife and 
botanical park in Palm Desert, 
Calif. Dal frequently shared with 
friends and family her secret to 
staying healthy and maintaining 
a good memory and mind: 
eating a tomato daily, with no 
flavoring, as if it were an apple. 
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She was a longtime member 
of the Misquamicut Club, the 
Shelter Harbor Golf Club, the 
Weekapaug Golf Club, the Watch 
Hill Yacht Club and the Watch 
Hill Improvement Society, as well 
as the Colony Club in New York. 

1959
Jean St. Pierre passed away on 
Aug. 10, 2016. She graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in English. She taught 
English and theater at Phillips 
Academy in Harwich Port, Mass., 
for 41 years. 

1960
Whitney Kemble Robbins died 
on Sept. 25, 2016, at her home 
in Greenfield, Mass. She earned 
her nursing degree from Lasell 
College, and an M.P.H. from 
Boston University. She took great 
pride in her work as a nurse 
and public health specialist. She 
worked as a maternal child health 
planning consultant and instructor 
of rural health at the University of 
New Mexico School of Medicine 
and at Boston University’s 
School of Public Health. Whitney 
served on the vestry at St. James 
Episcopal Church in Greenfield, 
starting the Mission Fund to serve 
the local community. She had a 
deep love for the arts, for travel, 
golf, tennis, foreign languages and 
cooking. 

1962
Sally Nichols McGucken passed 
away on Aug. 25, 2016, with her 
children by her side. She earned a 
master’s degree in early child-
hood education from Wheelock 
College in 1963 and went on 
to teach first grade at Baird 
Road School in Penfield, N.Y. In 
December 1963, Sally married 
John McGucken and they spent 
37 years together until John’s 
passing in 2001. She was active 
in numerous groups, including 
Rochester Childfirst Network, 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
Landmark Society, Rochester 
General Hospital Association and 
alumni committees at Allendale 
Columbia School and Wheaton. 
She was a longstanding member 
of the Chatterbox Club, Rochester 
Garden Club and several local 
bridge groups. 

1963
Marilyn Beach died on Sept. 6, 
2016. She was married to Frank 
Grant. She had multiple master’s 
degrees in early childhood educa-

tion and counseling. She worked 
diligently for and with women 
and children. She supported 
women’s education and groups. 
She also was a strong supporter of 
shelters.

1965
Jean Erwin Balivet Roper passed 
away on Aug. 26, 2016, from can-
cer. Her early life was spent travel-
ing the world, attending schools in 
many different locations while her 
father was employed in govern-
ment services. But the small town 
of Danville, Vt., where her parents 
eventually settled, was always 
her home. She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree 
in economics. After graduation, 
she worked as a financial analyst 

both overseas and in Boston, 
where she worked for Kidder, 
Peabody Inc. She was the second 
female to set foot on the floor of 
the New York Stock Exchange. In 
1967, she moved back to Vermont 
to be the guardian of her younger 
siblings after the death of their 
parents. She married Douglas 
Roper in Danville, Vt., in 1969. 
They moved to Virginia, where 
they started a life of beef-cattle 
farming. Over the years, Jean took 
various accounting and bookkeep-
ing jobs, following her graduate 
work in public accounting, one 
of which was being the secretary 
for her husband during his post-
farming career as a stockbroker. 
Her most recent career was as a 
consumer cost analyst.

1969
Ronnie Kaplan Estadella, of 
Southampton, N.Y., passed away 
on Jan. 31, 2016. 

2002
Meredith Banker, of Los Angeles, 
passed away after suffering a 
tragic accident on March 20, 
2016. She was an actress, writer, 
yoga enthusiast and instructor. 
After graduating from Wheaton, 
Meredith went on to graduate 
from the Hewitt School and The 
Stella Adler Studio of Acting-NYU 
Tisch School of the Arts.

2011
Peter Buongiono, 28, died on 
Aug. 28, 2016. Peter graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology. As a 
student, he was a member of the 
men’s lacrosse team. He enjoyed 
playing tennis and cheering for 
the Pittsburgh sports teams.

Friends
Joseph Bono, former director of 
the Wheaton Chamber Orchestra, 
in August 2016

Daniel Shannon, groundskeeper 
at Wheaton, in October 2016

Relatives
1950 Robert Meckauer, husband 
of Nancy Robb Meckauer, in 
January 2016

1952 William Osborne, husband 
on Amelia Scull Osborne, in 
September 2016

1956 Walter Hotz, husband of 
Barbara Sarner Hotz, in August 
2016

1972 Arthur Robinson, hus-
band of Martha Van de Water 
Robinson, in October 2016

1974 Robert Phillips, father of 
Maxine Phillips Blackman, in June 
2016

1979 Irene Bikofsky, mother of 
Barbara Bikofsky Cataldo, in 
October 2016

1981 Carol Flanagan, mother of 
Carol Oelsner Baker, in August 
2016

1986 Edward Kelly, father of Tracy 
Kelly-Ambruso, in January 2016

1991 Mark Tadgell, husband of 
Nicole Lee Tadgell, in November 
2016

1992 Jean Roper, mother of 
Heather Roper Berner, in August 
2016

Robert Weil S’42, P’65, P’69
Robert Weil, a former Wheaton 
trustee emeritus and generous 
benefactor who served on 
the college’s board for 25 
years, passed away on Oct. 
25, 2016. He was married to 
the late Virginia Loeb Weil ’42, 
and was the father of Virginia 
Weil ’65 and Rosalind Weil 
Markstein ’69 and grandfather 
of Nicholas Langman ’98 and 
Virginia Markstein O’Hara ’99. 
Robert graduated from Culver 
Military Academy, Dartmouth 
College and Harvard Business 
School, and served as a U.S. 
Army officer. Later, he joined 
the family cotton company, 
Weil Brothers-Cotton, Inc., 
rising to the position of board 
chairman. Over the years, he 
served as president of the 
American Cotton Shippers 
Association; campaign 
chairman of the United Way; 
and in various leadership 
roles with the Community 
Foundation, Chamber 
of Commerce, Salvation 
Army, Leadership Alabama, 
Leadership Montgomery, One 
Montgomery, American Cancer 
Society and St. Margaret’s 
Hospital. Robert and his 
wife supported Wheaton for 
decades; their generosity 
touched everything from the 
arts enhancement fund and 
faculty research to global 
education and library services. 

Thanks to their special 
relationship with the college, 
there is a row of five magnolia 
trees lining the entrance of 
the faculty staff dining room 
that honors them. Also, the 
Beard and Weil Galleries, as 
well as rooms in the faculty 
dining area and Madeleine 
Clark Wallace Library, bear 
their name in recognition 
of their ongoing support. In 
addition to Wheaton, Robert 
served on other boards of 
higher education institutions, 
as well as boards for various 
orchestras. He received many 
honors, including induction 
into the Alabama Academy of 
Honor; honorary doctorate from 
Auburn University; Citizen of 
the Year from the Montgomery 
Advertiser; Alexis de Toqueville 
Society Award from United 
Way; and induction into the 
Alabama Business Hall of 
Fame. 
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You are a-mazing! 
You arrive on campus as a first-year student, navigate your way through your Wheaton journey, not letting any challenges get in your way, 
and you leave an alum, who is part of an amazing lifelong network. Just as a fun reminder, work your way through this maze.



Learn how you can give for the future right now.

Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or 
visit online at giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Your gift. Your way.

My gift. 
My way.

Melissa McNerney Babcock ’84
Director of planned giving at Catholic Church Extension Society, Chicago, Ill.

Serves on several boards, including The Service Club of Chicago, Joffrey Ballet, 
the Guild of the Chicago History Museum and Friends of Conservation

Married to Brian Babcock Sr., mother of two

“Wheaton made a tremendous impact on my life. The environment was 
comfortable and supportive, yet challenging. The staff and professors encouraged 
me to grow, and helped me become the person I am today. Wheaton instilled 
in me the confidence that I could do whatever I put my mind to, not because 
I was a woman, not because of my race or religious affiliation, but because of 
who I was. This was a very empowering message that I carry with me to this 
day. I truly enjoyed all the different people I met, from all different backgrounds, 
different parts of the country and the world. It was an eye-opening experience that 
enhanced my education. I keep in touch with many of my friends, and my niece 
was a proud member of the Class of 2016. In my current position as the director of 
planned giving for a nonprofit, I see the incredible impact that a planned gift can 
make. I want to do that for Wheaton to make a difference in the lives of students.”
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http://wheatoncollege.edu/gift-planning


Be in the picture.
Ann Getz Duncan ’69 
Professional photographer

Owner of Synergraphics, Boulder, Colo.

Wheaton Fund supporter
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Call 800-896-3145 (option 2) or visit
wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

BE THE
DIFFERENCE
Give opportunity. Support the Wheaton Fund.

Focuses on passion:
“I provide stock nature and travel photography, which involves shooting, 
licensing and selling images for calendars, greeting cards, postcards, 
websites and advertising. My subject matter includes primarily Colorado, 
my specialty, but also international travel, fine art, and environmental 
issues. I also do pro bono work with local environmental organizations.”

Values framework:
“I was an English major. Although studying Old English and Chaucer 
with Professor Briggs didn’t specifically prepare me for a career in 
photography, it did instill in me a desire to learn, plus a sense of purpose, 
patience and perseverance. I also acquired disciplined work habits—a 
must if you’re going to run your own business. The most important 
lesson I learned at Wheaton that I use every day is to accept challenges. 
I often doubted that I could properly complete a difficult assignment, but 
always ‘cowgirled up’ and eventually managed to do what I thought was 
impossible. In photography, there are always challenges, both aesthetic 
and technical.”

Sees the big picture:
“I support the Wheaton Fund because I so value education and its lifelong 
benefits. I feel that if you enjoyed school, made some friends, and 
received an excellent education, you have a civic duty to give back and 
support your institution.”
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