


College should 
be an adventure 
where you…

Here’s what 
Wheaton 
believes: 

Meet your new best, lifelong friend

Work on an idea no one has had beforeTest a long-held, secret wish 
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One place  
with boundless 
opportunity

Wheaton students follow 
their interests—not a narrow 
set of requirements. At 
Wheaton you can explore 
more than 100 majors and 
minors, plus design your 
own course of study. And 
you’ll receive tremendous 
support finding exciting 
internships and other learning 
experiences outside of the 
classroom.  All the choices 
that Wheaton offers are 
about one thing: providing 
a truly individualized and 
life-changing education for 
undergraduate students. 
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Sebastian Viasus is a physics 
major who spends as much 
time in the studio art building 
as he does in the physics labs. 

“I like tinkering, working with my hands and 
being creative,” he said. “I really don’t like 
being limited to just one thing.” 

A native of Boston, Sebastian finds 
interesting projects in many corners of the 
campus. He learned how to do arc welding 
in a sculpture class with Associate Professor 
of Art Kelly Goff, a skill that comes in handy 
for science as well as art. He also designed 
and built a custom skateboard from raw 
materials as an independent study, super-
vised by Associate Professor of Physics 
Jason Goodman, as a means to learn how to 
use computer-aided design tools as well as 
laser cutters and other equipment. 

Those projects have led to other opportu-
nities to work with professors on research. 
Sebastian helped build an instrument that 
models ocean flows to assist Professor 
Goodman’s research on the geography of 
Jupiter’s moons. With Associate Professor 
of Biology Laura Ekstrom, he learned to use 
animation software to help measure biome-
chanical force, furthering her examination of 
how vertebrates stabilize themselves while 
running and leaping. 

“That’s the thing about Wheaton. The 
professors here are people that you can  
be friends with. They treat you like a partner, 
although they are teachers, too,” he said. 

“When you work with them on a project,  
you are there as their partner, not simply  
as a student, and you are challenged to 
solve real-world problems and contribute  
to the work.”
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Sebastian
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“That’s the thing 
about Wheaton. The 
professors here are 
people that you can 
be friends with. They 

treat you like a partner, 
although they are 

teachers, too.“
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The 
Provenance 
Project
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For about five years, students in Associate Professor of 
Museum Studies and History of Art Leah Niederstadt’s 

“Introduction to Museum Studies” class have investigated 
the ownership history, or provenance, of objects from 
Wheaton’s Permanent Collection (of which there are 
more than 7,000). Recently, the class worked with a local 
museum to uncover information about objects in its 
collection—including a 10th century English monastery bell, 
an Indonesian shadow puppet and a Rembrandt etching. 
The objects, and students’ findings, were featured in an 
exhibition viewed by thousands of visitors.

As curator of Wheaton’s collection, Professor Niederstadt 
knows how complicated and difficult provenance research 
can be, and she is proud of what her students have been 
able to accomplish. Students search through genealogical 
websites, libraries, archives and cemeteries. They pore 
over images and maps online. They read. They conduct 

interviews. Sometimes the work is frustrating, as they try to 
bridge gaps in documentation or correct misinformation.

“The ambiguity of the research can be challenging,” 
Professor Niederstadt said. “But that’s the nature of 
research, and the value of creative problem solving, which 
we know employers are interested in. They want students 
who can think on their feet and try to find another angle.”

During her research of a 19th century oil painting, Arianna 
del Rosario searched through hundreds of images of 
bridges in Venice, Italy, for the canal pictured. She eventually 
found it. She also proved that the painting was older than 
records showed.

“Before I took this course, whenever I thought of a career in 
the museum world the title of curator was the only possi-
bility that crossed my mind,” Arianna said. “This course really 
expanded my career options.”
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An experience shaped by you
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An experience shaped by you

Sometimes quite literally, 
using the laser cutter/engraver 
and other high-tech tools in 
Wheaton’s innovation spaces
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Always pay attention to the 
campus calendar of events, 
because you never know when 
it might lead you to a great 
internship. At least that’s what 
Carly Tavares would tell you. 
She attended a campus event on careers in 
healthcare, which was where she met 
alumna Sidra Scharff, who works for the 
Rhode Island Department of Health 
(RIDOH). That meeting, followed by some 
work with the college’s career services staff, 
led to a summer-long internship with an 
initiative that provides health care services 
to pregnant women and families with 
children up to four years old. 

Carly spent her time analyzing data that 
measures the effectiveness of the services 
the agency offers, but she also participated 
in home visits to gain insight into how the 
programs impact the families they serve. 

“Working at the RIDOH has helped me see 
that there are many different areas of public 
health that are important to keep people 
healthy and safe and has given me more 
insight on which career path in public health 
I would like to take,” Carly said. 

 A biology major who is minoring in public 
health, Carly aspires to a career advancing 
public health and is planning to earn a 
master’s degree after graduation.

“Working at the RIDOH 
has…given me more 

insight on which career 
path in public health I 

would like to take.”

Carly
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A sample of recent 
internships by 
Wheaton students
American Airlines

Christie’s

Comedy Central

General Dynamics

Good Housekeeping

Google

HBO

Massachusetts  
General Hospital

Merrill Lynch

Microsoft

NASA

NBC Universal Inc.

New England Aquarium

Pfizer

Raytheon

Smithsonian Institute

Viacom

The White House
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When the Dimple Divers put 
on a show, they fill the room. 
Wheaton’s improv comedy troupe,  
which recently celebrated its 20th anni-
versary, regularly earns its reputation as a 
great ensemble, with uproarious skits that 
push the boundaries in every conceivable 
direction. 

Their talent for creating ridiculously  
funny scenes on the spot has brought 
them success beyond campus. They 
recently won a “Best of Boston” college 
improv competition, and member Ebony 
Kennedy took home top individual 
honors as the show’s MVP. The group 
also earned an invite to perform in a 
New York City show organized by the 
Upright Citizens Brigade, whose original 
members include Amy Poehler. 

One secret to their success is that  
being funny on the spur of the moment 
requires practice. 

“One of my favorite things about the 
Dimple Divers is that it gives me four 
hours a week to laugh uproariously with a 
group of very funny and talented friends,” 
troupe member Chris Truini said.

Dimple 
Divers
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This is not a 
place to sit on 
the sidelines
“Learn” is a verb for a reason. You need to 
take action to make it work. At Wheaton, 
students take an active role in their education. 
They collaborate with faculty, lead in student 
government, clubs and campus jobs, and gain 
skills and insight through internships. This 
combination of experiences makes up what 
we call The Wheaton Edge—a real-world 
education that gives our graduates an edge in 
the world beyond Wheaton.

14



Internship guarantee
The Wheaton Edge includes guaranteed 
access to a funded internship, research or 
leadership opportunity before senior year, 
backed by an annual college investment of 
more than $1.2 million. Faculty and staff at 
the Filene Center for Academic Advising and 
Career Services work with students from 
their first day on campus to find and make 
the most of these internships.

Leadership development
Education happens not just in the classroom 
but on the field, stage and everywhere in 
between. Wheaton has more than 100 clubs 
and activities, plus 16 theme houses that bring 
students together around art, athletics, media, 
philosophy, politics, science, social justice and 
more. The chances to lead, and to learn from 
and about leadership, are limitless.

Faculty connections
Wheaton students work closely with faculty—
co-authoring papers, experimenting with new 
technology, developing fresh approaches to 
teaching and learning, and traveling around 
the world. That personal connection is a 
hallmark of a Wheaton education, and you’ll 
find it continues long after you leave campus.

Global opportunities
The Wheaton experience extends well beyond 
the borders of campus, offering possibilities for 
exploration in virtually every corner of the world. 
Choose from 100+ programs in 50+ countries, 
including intensive, short-term courses abroad 
and programs that span a semester or a full year, 
such as a distinctive opportunity to study and work 
in Bhutan. The campus also offers lots of exposure 
to a variety of cultures and ideas, from globally 
focused clubs and activities to a student population 
that represents more than 60 countries.

The Wheaton Edge:
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Put your ideas into action
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Put your ideas into action

Like the students who 
built an entirely new 
musical instrument 
using hexagonal keypads 
(they call it the “Hexba”)

17



Mikayla Pucci found a way 
to combine her interests in 
math, teaching and basketball 
to help local seventh graders 
appreciate the real-world 
application of mathematics.
The team co-captain, a double major in 
math and education who wants to teach 
and coach high school students, put 
together a workbook with math problems 
related to basketball and and shared it at 
a home game attended by 185 students. 
Problems ranged from tracking players’ 
scores and calculating averages to solving 
geometry problems about the dimen-
sions of the basketball court. 

Mikayla was supported in the Math 
Madness project by her teammates and 
coach, as well as Associate Professor 
of Mathematics Rachelle DeCoste, 
who offered suggestions to make the 
workbook language clear and helped 
analyze state math standards to ensure 
the questions were age-appropriate.

Professor DeCoste said that situating 
math in a real-world context helps to make 
the subject more relevant to students and 
can be inspiring. 

“I think giving students a fun experience 
with math beyond the classroom is 
valuable because it shows them that math 
isn’t just solving abstract equations with 
no relationship to the world,” she said.

The project built on work Mikayla has 
already done to prepare for a career in 
teaching, such as completing 40 hours of 
observation in Norton High School.

“There are a ton of parallels between 
teaching and coaching,” she said. 

“Teaching and coaching are both about 
finding students’ strengths and improving 
on those and building off their confidence. 
It’s also about finding where they struggle 
and offering strategies for them to learn 
the material or improve their game.”

Mikayla
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Varsity teams
Baseball (M)

Basketball (M/W)

Cross Country (M/W)

Field Hockey (W)

Lacrosse (M/W)

Soccer (M/W)

Softball (W)

Swimming and Diving (M/W)

Synchronized Swimming (W)

Tennis (M/W)

Track and Field, Indoor (M/W)

Track and Field, Outdoor (M/W)

Volleyball (W)
Wheaton is an NCAA Division III school and competes 
as a member of the New England Women’s and Men’s 
Athletic Conference (NEWMAC).

Club sports
Archery

Cheerleading

Equestrian

Fencing

Men’s Ice Hockey

Women’s Ice Hockey

Outdoors Club

Ping Pong

Men’s Rugby

Women’s Rugby

Soccer

Tennis

Ultimate Frisbee
In addition to varsity and club teams, Wheaton offers 
a variety of intramural sports each semester.
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First you will 
look here.

Then here.

And finally here.
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Where did your eye go first on 
this page? How about when 
you view a piece of artwork or 
play a song on the piano? Xinru 
Liu and Dmitri Korin want to 
find out.
The two computer science and mathe-
matics majors have spent more than a 
year experimenting with a pair of Tobii 
Pro eye-tracking glasses and developing 
resources to help students and faculty use 
the glasses for research. The glasses, which 
track and record the natural movement of 
the human eye, were purchased through 
Wheaton’s IMAGINE network—a collection 
of campus resources that bring together 
art and technology and encourage 
innovation and collaboration.

A piano player for 15 years, Xinru is 
exploring what the glasses can tell her 
about music—for example, wearing them 
while playing an unfamiliar Chopin piece. 
She thinks that seeing how an experienced 
musician reads music could help a beginner 
develop successful techniques. 

Dmitri is using the glasses to track how 
people view websites, information that 
could be useful to web developers and 
designers. 

Together, they’ve used the glasses to view 
paintings, seeking a connection between 
where a person looks on a canvas and how 
they feel about that painting.

Working outside of class, the students have 
enjoyed learning through trial and error.

“Doing research is quite different from 
taking classes and doing homework. There 
are many unknowns in front of you,” Xinru 
said. “Nowadays what the world needs is 
not only the student who can do well in 
the exam but also people who can apply 
the knowledge they learn toward practical 
problems.”

Xinru and Dmitri
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Start making  
an impact today
You’ll probably hear the term “social impact”  
a lot as you learn more about Wheaton. It’s an 
approach to education and career-building that 
emphasizes finding solutions to the pressing 
issues of our day, from social and economic 
inequalities to environmental conservation.

Here are just a few of the resources that 
help students build on their ideas:

Wheaton recently received a $10 million 
grant from the Diana Davis Spencer 
Foundation to help us grow programs 
that encourage social innovation and 
impact on campus, including creating an 
endowed professorship in social entre-
preneurship—making us one of very few 
liberal arts colleges to do so.

But you don’t have to be a business or 
economics major to benefit from these 
programs and have an impact. Through a 
Wheaton education, you’ll develop skills 
that will help you put your ideas into action, 
whether they involve science, business, 
language, art, theater, technology or any 
other passion. There are so many ways our 
students and alumni act as changemakers 
in communities around the world, as well 
as right here on campus.
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Idea incubator

Feeling inspired? At Wheaton, you can 
plug into a campus network of creative 
studios, tools, resources and people that 
will help you turn your ideas into reality. 
Whether you’re looking to launch a business, 
invent something, solve a problem, start a 
conversation or insert-idea-here, you’ll find 
help from Wheaton’s engaged faculty, staff 
and student assistants.

Business bootcamp

Every year, the internationally recognized Global 
Center for Social Entrepreneurship Network, in 
partnership with Wheaton, teaches students 
the skills and strategies to launch their own 
businesses. It begins with an intensive, week-
long “boot camp” held over winter break and 
continues with a series of workshops offered 
throughout the year, in which you can fine-
tune your business plan and pitch it to potential 
supporters and investors.

Innovation spaces

Experiment with new technologies and 
classic tools in Wheaton’s innovation spaces, 
which include a virtual and augmented reality 
center, fiberspace, wood and metalworking 
shop and maker lab. Some of the most 
popular attractions: 3D printers, a laser 
cutter and engraver, a 5-axis milling machine 
and a digital jacquard loom.
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Freedom and 
flexibility 

to create your 
own path to 
success
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The Compass Curriculum 
encourages students to link 
their ideas and interests to 
academics, and to connect 
coursework to careers.
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The Lexomics project is 
entirely unique, a cross 
between a tech start-up  
and graduate school. 
The research effort began in 2010 when 
Professors Michael Drout (English) 
and Mark LeBlanc (computer science) 
joined forces—with their students—to 
create a whole suite of software 
tools that scholars use to study texts, 
uncovering secrets such as who wrote 
them and where and when. Every 
year, a dozen students work together, 
refining the software and conducting 
original research with the tools.

The results are impressive: more than 
two dozen journal articles and scholarly 
presentations co-authored by faculty 
and students, grants from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and 
great training for English majors and 
future programmers alike. 

“The ‘soft skills’ that students gain 
from working on a team to build tools 
that actually help other scholars are 
as valuable as the technical skills they 
learn,” LeBlanc said. “For example, 
participating in a group review, or 
walkthrough, of one’s own software  
is a humbling but essential experience.”

Lexomics

Career connections

Lexomics graduates have gone on to work  
at companies such as Microsoft and Amazon  
and enroll in competitive graduate programs  
at institutions such as Northwestern and Yale.
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Professor Michael Drout

Professor Mark LeBlanc

“The ‘soft skills’ 
that students gain 
from working on a 
team to build tools 
that actually help 

other scholars 
are as valuable as 
the technical skills 

they learn.”



Andru
When we asked Andru Anderson 
to send us a photo of himself at 
his summer Google internship, he 
emailed back an image of himself 
gleefully riding a bicycle. 
The bike is one of the numerous G-bikes that are 
available to the public on all Google campuses.

“It took me 21 years to learn how to ride a bike,  
and I learned while I was studying abroad in 
Denmark,” Andru said. “What makes this bike 
so special is that it’s the first bike I rode here 
at Google. Riding a bike was something I never 
thought I’d be able to get down. I’m very happy  
that I proved myself wrong.”

 The anthropology and business and management 
double major was chosen for the Building 
Opportunities for Leadership and Development 
(BOLD) internship program. The paid summer 
internship is for rising undergraduate seniors 
who are interested in working in technology and 
full-time opportunities at Google and is designed 
to expose historically underrepresented students 
in the technology field to career opportunities. 
After graduation from Wheaton, Andru joined 
Google as a full-time project manager.

Andru discovered several similarities in his experi-
ences at both Wheaton and Google, one of which 
is “a remarkable support system” that helped him 
develop as a scholar, a professional and a person.

“Attending a private liberal arts institution like 
Wheaton College reinforced the importance 
of versatility and being able to carve out my 
own path,” he said. “That’s very similar to the 
approach that Google takes with its employees. 
You discover your passions and goals through 
self-discovery and mentorship and, with that, 
seize the opportunities and create the legacy you 
aspire to leave.”
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Andru’s path took 
him back to Google 

after graduation; 
he accepted an 

employment offer 
there midway 

through his senior 
year at Wheaton.
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A Wheaton 
education will 
take you places
You know that college is the next step, 
but it’s also important to know where your 
degree will take you. A Wheaton education 
puts you on the path to success. Just six 
months after graduating, our alumni are 
finding first jobs in their fields (or possibly 
in unexpected areas, which they’re able to 
navigate thanks to a solid interdisciplinary 
education in the liberal arts and sciences). 
They’re continuing their education in 
graduate schools around the world, 
teaching and exploring new places through 
national scholarships and fellowships such 
as the Fulbright, and gaining skills, insight 
and meaning through internships and 
volunteer experiences.

Six months after graduation, 
Wheaton alumni find many 
ways to spell success:



Advancing your education

More than 50 percent of Wheaton 
students enroll in graduate school 
within five years of graduation. The top 
10 programs, ranked by attendance, 
since 2007:

• Harvard University
• Boston University
• Lesley University
• Simmons College
• New York University
• Northeastern University
• University of Massachusetts Boston
• Tufts University
• MGH Institute of Health Professions

Exploring the world

Wheaton has consistently been ranked 
among the nation’s top colleges for 
the number of graduates receiving 
Fulbright awards, and students regularly 
win other national awards, such as the 
Watson Fellowship and the Beinecke, 
Rhodes and Gilman scholarships. These 
opportunities allow them to explore 
the world in the year or so following 
graduation, continuing their education, 
building an international network and 
sharing their unique talents.



Find your 
program
Majors and minors
Students may concentrate in a single major, pursue an interdisciplinary 
program, design an independent major or focus on several areas. They also 
may choose to follow honors tracks that encourage rigorous study, breadth 
of knowledge and a greater understanding of global and social issues.

African, African American,  
Diaspora Studies

American Studies
Ancient Studies
Anthropology
Astronomy  

and Physics
Biochemistry
Bioinformatics
Biology
Business and Management
Chemistry
Classical Civilization
Classics
Computer Science
Creative Writing  

and Literature
Dance
Early Childhood Education
Economics
Elementary Education
English
Environmental Science
Film and New  

Media Studies
French Studies
German
German Studies
Greek
Hispanic Studies
History
History of Art 
International Relations
Italian Studies
Latin
Mathematics
Mathematics and 

Computer Science
Mathematics  

and Economics

Music
Neuroscience
Philosophy
Physics
Political Science
Psychology
Public Health
Public Health and 

Anthropology
Public Health and 

Psychology
Public Health and Sociology
Religion
Russian Language  

and Literature
Russian Studies
Secondary Education
Sociology
Theatre Performance  

and Direction
Theatre Design/Tech
Visual Art
Women’s and  

Gender Studies

Additional minors
American Music
Animal Behavior
Asian Studies
Astronomy
Dance
Development Studies
Digital Humanities
Economic Theory
Education
Environmental Studies
Ethnomusicology
International Economy
Jewish Studies
Journalism Studies
Latin American Studies

Legal Studies
Medieval and Renaissance 

Studies
Music History
Music Performance
Music Theory  

and Composition
Peace and  

Social Justice
Political Economy
Public Health
Public Health Science
Public Policy Studies
Statistics
Theatre
United States Economy
Urban Studies

Additional courses
Arabic
Chinese 
Japanese

Pre-professional  
preparation and 
advising
Architecture
Business Administration/

Management*
Communications*
Dentistry
Engineering*
Law
Marketing
Medicine
Optometry*
Teaching
Theology*
Veterinary Medicine

*Dual-degree programs

Application 
deadlines
First-Year Applicants
Fall Admission options:

Early Decision 1 . . . . . . . November 15

Early Action . . . . . . . . . . . November 15

Early Decision 2 . . . . . . . . . . January 15

Regular Decision . . . . . . . . . January 15

Spring Admission . . . . . . . . . .November 1

Transfer Applicants 
Fall Admission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 1

Spring Admission  . . . . . November 15

Visiting
The best way to understand what it’s 
like to learn and live here is to see us 
for yourself. We strongly recommend 
that you visit campus at least once, 
if possible, but we would be happy to 
welcome you back again and again. 

Tour our historic New England campus. 
Attend an information session. Eat 
lunch in our beautiful Chase Dining Hall. 
Visit a regularly scheduled class. Talk to 
faculty members about your interests. 
Meet current students to learn about 
campus life. 

We offer tours, info sessions and 
interviews on a regular schedule year-
round. We also organize special visiting 
programs—many with the opportunity 
to meet a number of faculty and 
students—throughout the year. 

Sign up for a visit at 

wheatoncollege.edu/visit.

Have no idea what you want to study? Wheaton’s personalized approach to 
education and advising will help you connect your interests and talents with a 
career path that’s right for you. Visit our online program finder to get started:  
wheatoncollege.edu/programfinder
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Wheaton at a glance 
Location. Wheaton is located in Norton, Massachusetts, 35 miles (56km) 
from Boston, and 20 miles (32km) from Providence, R.I. New York City is less 
than four hours by car or train. 

Campus. The Wheaton campus mixes traditional Georgian-style brick 
buildings with sleek, modern designs, such as the Mars Center for Science 
and Technology, which won LEED gold certification for its environmentally 
friendly design. The beautiful, 400-acre (162 ha) campus is welcoming 
and walkable and contains lots of space for students to experiment—a 
fiberspace, sculpture studio, maker lab, idea incubation center, a student-run 
coffeehouse and much more. 

Community. The college enrolls approximately 1,800 students, repre-
senting 40 states and more than 60 countries. About 10 percent of 
Wheaton’s students are international; 23 percent are U.S. students of color, 
including Asian, black and Hispanic students. First-generation students 
account for roughly 26 percent of enrolled students.

Faculty. Wheaton professors are experts in their fields of study as well as 
dedicated teachers; 90 percent hold a doctoral degree or terminal degree  
in their field of expertise. The current student-faculty ratio is 11:1.

Student life. Ninety-six percent of Wheaton students live on campus; 
housing is guaranteed. Students shape campus life through the Student 
Government Association and more than 100 campus organizations. 

Athletics. The college fields 20 NCAA Division III athletic teams, plus one of 
the world’s longest-running synchronized swimming teams, and offers club 
and intramural sports programs. 

Scholarships & tuition. Wheaton provides need-based financial aid to 
roughly 65 percent of enrolled students. The college also awards merit aid 
scholarships to qualified students, regardless of need. The comprehensive 
fee for the 2020–2021 academic year is $70,744, which includes tuition 
($55,904), room and board ($14,378) and the student activity fee. 

Expanded offerings. Wheaton offers cross-registration with Brown 
University in nearby Providence and opportunities at other U.S. institutions, 
including 15 semester-long programs and dual-degree tracks in engineering, 
optometry and more.

11:1
Student to faculty ratio

21athletic
teams

100+
majors and minors

1,800
enrolled students

BOS PVD

35 MILES Norton, MA 25 MILES
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