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BETWEEN THE LINES

For goodness sake

My son’s smile. My husband’s
embrace. Summer sandals.
Coffee. Art.
These are a few of my favorite things—the ones that
help define what I consider to be a good life. (Pasta is
a given, so no need to mention that.)
I’ve been thinking about all
the little things as our team
has been creating this issue
of the magazine. Our cover
story focuses on two FirstYear Seminars (FYS) that look at
opposite sides of life: “What is
the Good Life?,” taught last fall by
Associate Professor of Philosophy
John Partridge, and “On Becoming
Evil,” taught by Professor of
Psychology Gail Sahar.
When I saw these two on the
FYS list for fall I knew I had to feature them together.
The 24/7 news cycle and social
media deliver nonstop examples of

evil happening everywhere. I don’t
know about you, but every time
I see a story about a shooting or
something equally horrendous, I
ask myself the same question: How
can people be so horrible? In that
moment, I’m also deeply grateful
for all that is good in life. Those
things become much more precious when we see how easily they
can be ripped from our grasp.
In fact, I think we know how
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good things are because we
know how bad they can be. So,
what a valuable opportunity for our incoming students
to really think about both
and explore the complexity of our nature as humans.
We are preparing them to be
leaders who can help shape
the world; a clear vision of
the light as well as the dark is
critical for staying alert and
seeking the life desired.
Also in this issue, we have
profiles of two extraordinary
alums—recently retired Boston
police Sergeant Detective Kim
Gaddy ’81 and South African
social justice advocate Naleli
Morojele ’09—who have been devoted to bringing forth the good,
amid the bad.
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Acting on ideas

Soheir Mobin ’20 believes that older
adults’ stories have the power to combat
the loneliness that afflicts so many senior
citizens. Ian Kobelenz ’20 sees a future in
recycling carbon emissions for heating
greenhouses and manufacturing plastics.
Khadeedja Muheto ’18 envisions inspiring
teachers to be their best selves in helping
students achieve.
Soheir, Ian and Khadeedja—along
with nearly a dozen other Wheaton students—spent the week before the start of
the spring semester developing their
ideas into plans for
launching a viable business or organization. They
are participating
in the Wheaton
Institute for Social
Dennis M. Hanno,
Entrepreneurship
president
(WISE), a semesterlong program that Wheaton offers in partnership with the Global Center for Social
Entrepreneurship Network (GCSEN). It is
incredibly exciting.
One of Wheaton’s highest priorities,
central to the strategic plan that the
Board of Trustees approved in 2016, is to
make the college a leader in helping students develop solutions to big challenges and act on them. It’s a lofty goal, but it
is within our reach. Wheaton students
have tremendous potential to improve the
world; the accomplishments of our alumni make that clear. Our aim is to build on
that strength in preparing young women
and men to transform their insights into
plans that can impact communities. The
ideas that our students are developing
through WISE demonstrate their potential. I am not surprised.
Wheaton’s liberal arts education offers
the perfect foundation for launching a social entrepreneurial venture. The broadbased study the college offers inspires students to synthesize ideas and forge new
connections. And the rigor of the college’s
courses ensures that students are also
building the kinds of skills that are essential to success—the ability to analyze

information critically, communicate effectively, think
quantitatively, assimilate new
information and work well
with others.
And there’s no reason to
wait until after graduation.
Too often, students discount
their ability to have an impact. The passion and energy
and idealism many students
possess is powerful fuel. It’s
the reason that I decided to
pursue a career in education:
the desire to make a difference. I see that same hunger
in our students and in the high school students with whom I’ve worked, here in the
United States and around the world.
The college has been moving swiftly to respond to that interest. In 2015, we
launched the Wheaton Innovates Now
program to serve as a focal point for social entrepreneurship activities. We also
opened the Center for Social Justice and
Community Impact to focus student interest in promoting social justice and
community service on campus and in our
surrounding communities.
In addition, Wheaton has entered into
partnerships with like-minded
organizations. With GCSEN, we are able
to offer students the expertise to develop their own ideas right on campus.
Our collaborations also provide opportunities for learning off-campus with
MassChallenge and the College for Social
Innovation, both in Boston, and the
Social Entrepreneurship Greenhouse in
Providence, R.I.
The Diana Davis Spencer Foundation
has played a central role in supporting these new initiatives. And this winter, the foundation transformed our ability to expand our efforts by committing
as much as $10 million to establish an endowed professorship in social entrepreneurship and to create space for these
activities. These developments will make
Wheaton one of just a very few liberal
arts colleges to offer such a rich array of
programs in this area.

@DHANNO
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The Wheaton Institute for Social Entrepreneurship
provides opportunities to dream big and launch
plans, and the college’s social entrepreneur in
residence provides ongoing support for students
developing their ideas.

This is invigorating work, and there are
opportunities for many more members
of the community to be involved. The gift
from the Diana Davis Spencer Foundation
includes a $5 million challenge grant to
bring the social entrepreneurship programs into the same space as related programs in business and management, and
the multidisciplinary makerspaces that
connect science and technology with the
arts and humanities. And alumni who
have launched successful social entrepreneurship projects—and there are many—
are always needed to offer their experiences and insights to today’s students.
Wheaton’s history, and the myriad contributions being made by graduates today,
testify to our ability as a college and an extended community to meet daunting challenges and improve the world. The commitment to doing so even more forcefully
rose up clearly through the strategic planning process, and we are working to build
on that shared vision. Our potential as a
liberal arts college dedicated to intellectual life and creative action is incredible.
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AROUND THE DIMPLE

The right place for social justice

Nicki Pardo

Shaya Poku, director of the new Center for Social Justice and Community Impact, shares a laugh with students during a gallery opening on campus.

For Shaya Poku, inaugural director of the
Center for Social Justice and Community
Impact, Wheaton’s close residential environment is ideal for social justice work.
“So much about social justice is the process of building community,” said Poku,
who joined the newly established center
in October 2017. “My impression so far is
that Wheaton is a very tight-knit and caring community. I’ve been impressed by
the amount of collaboration between student affairs and academic affairs, and the
college’s commitment to holistic student
development.”
The creation of the center, located in
the basement of Cole Memorial Chapel,
reflects Wheaton’s ongoing dedication to
promoting diversity, equity and inclusion
on campus. Poku leads the center’s efforts
to provide opportunities for
community service and partnershipbuilding with local organizations. She
also works closely with the Center for
4 WHEATON MAGAZINE

Religious and Spiritual Life and oversees
Safe Zone trainings, which support the
college’s LGBTQ+ community.
Her main mission is to increase student awareness of social justice issues and
movements; provide more opportunities
for dialogue; train students on how to interrupt harmful behavior around them;
expand opportunities for community
leaders to bring their knowledge to campus; and help students use language that
is affirmative to all people.
Before coming to Wheaton, Poku
served as the program director for the
social justice center at Northeastern
University. Her passion for social justice
stems from her past work in international peace-building, but also her childhood
experiences—both in innovative programs taught at her elementary school in
California and in her home life.
She earned her bachelor’s degree in
international relations from Agnes Scott

College and her master’s degree from
Lesley University in intercultural relations and will complete another master’s
degree in security and resilience studies
from Northeastern University this spring.
Poku said she hopes all students will
reach out to the newly established center
to discover the many ways to make a positive impact on the world.
“I want students to be aware that we
want to hear from them, that we are a
space for people’s voices—everyone’s
voices. We want to be a place for dissent to
happen, but in a productive way; a place
for empathy; a place for people to challenge themselves to gain a greater understanding of the world and of themselves;
and also for skills—life skills and professional skills,” she said. “We are all here in
college to learn.”
—Laura Pedulli

Commencement speakers
Former U.S. Senator George
Mitchell Jr., who helped lead
historic negotiations for peace
in Northern Ireland and the
Middle East, has been chosen as
the keynote speaker for Wheaton
College’s 183rd Commencement
ceremony on Saturday, May 19.
“Senator Mitchell has had such an exemplary career in public service—particularly in taking the lead in some of the
most difficult and critical discussions
held on the world stage,” said Wheaton
President Dennis M. Hanno. “He will provide great inspiration for our graduating
seniors as they embark on making their
own great contributions to the world.”
In addition to delivering the

Rose Weaver ’73

George Mitchell

Commencement speech, Mitchell will receive an honorary degree along with two
other accomplished special guests—
actress, writer and jazz vocalist Rose
Weaver ’73, and broadcast journalist, TV
and radio program host and commentator
Callie Crossley.
Mitchell was appointed to the U.S.
Senate in 1980 to complete the unexpired term of Maine Senator Edmund

Weaver has earned many accolades for her touring one-woman
show “Menopause Mama” and “Skips
in the Record,” an award-winning
dark comedy about a family coping
with Alzheimer’s disease and memory loss. She has been a featured vocalist with many performance groups.
Her film and television credits include “Brotherhood,” “The
Accused,” “In the Heat of the Night,” “L.A. Law” and “The
Young and the Restless.” Weaver received the 2000 Pell
Award for Excellence in the Arts for her outstanding work
as a performer.

nicki pardo

Muskie. He went on to a 15-year career in
the Senate, finishing in 1995 as the Senate
majority leader (a position he had held
since January 1989).
He was instrumental in the passage of
sound pieces of landmark legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities
Act, the Clean Air Act and the Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993.
In 1995, he served as a special advisor to President Clinton on Ireland, and
from 1996 to 2000 he served as the independent chair of the Northern Ireland
peace talks. Under Mitchell’s leadership, the Good Friday Agreement, an historic accord ending decades of conflict
that cost thousands of lives, was agreed
to by the governments of Ireland and the
United Kingdom and the political parties
of Northern Ireland. For his service, he received the Presidential Medal of Freedom,
the highest civilian honor given by the
U.S. government.

Callie Crossley

Crossley, a member of the Wellesley
Board of Trustees, hosts “Under the
Radar with Callie Crossley” on WGBHRadio. She appears weekly on WGBHTV’s “Beat the Press,” examining local
and national media coverage. She was
a producer for the documentary series “Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil
Rights Years,” which earned her an Emmy and the Alfred
I. DuPont-Columbia Award (Gold Baton). She also won the
2016 Best Commentary award from the Public Radio News
Directors organization.
—Sandy Coleman
SPRING 2018 5
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A minute with…
Kevin “Joey” Batson ’19
Want to know what’s up at Wheaton? Follow Kevin
“Joey” Batson ’19. He’s the one riding a skateboard
around campus, checking in on theme houses,
promoting student activities and sharing snippets of campus life on Snapchat. The neuroscience major was hired in fall 2017 as a social media
work-study intern to help manage Wheaton’s
Snapchat accounts. Snap decisions: “The biggest
professional skill I’ve gained is confidence in my
choices—knowing what to say and do, choosing
what to talk about. It takes a lot of
self-confidence to put up a
story for hundreds
of people to see and
have nobody tell me it’s
good first.” Abundant
life: “I’m the secretary for Active Minds and a
co-founder of CHILL [Cognitive Health in Lyons’
Lives] House. I play rugby and I’m the secretary for that team. I’m the editor of photography for the Wheaton Wire, a photographer for the
Wheaton Fund and the treasurer for Alternative
Winter Break.” Mission-driven: “It’s about representation. At CHILL House, we try to make mental
health a mainstream topic on campus. We wanted
to keep our mission really broad because we think
that help for students with mental health issues
can manifest in a lot of ways. We’ve worked with
ARTHive, the art history club, to host a talk about
mental illness and art throughout history. We’ve
worked with the Counseling Center and Active
Minds on destigmatization. And then there’s
the event we did in early fall semester, where
we bought 700 feet of bubble wrap and let people come pop it.” Good talk: “I really like walking
into a theme house. Half the time I start off nervous, thinking, ‘What if this story isn’t good?’, and
then it just becomes me and these people getting
to know each other. I’ve met a lot of awesome
people that I probably wouldn’t have met if
I wasn’t doing Snapchat.”
—Becca Manning
PHOTO BY AARON HOWE ’20

6 WHEATON MAGAZINE

Find us on Snapchat

Math and computer science major Xinru Liu ’19 works with a pair of Tobii Pro eye-tracking glasses, which features four tiny cameras.

KEITH NORDSTROM

First sight

Computer science majors experiment with new eye-tracking technology
Where did your eye go first on this page?
How about when you view a piece of artwork, or watch a stage performance or
play a song on the piano?
Xinru Liu ’19 and Dmitri Korin ’20 are
interested in exploring these and other
questions using one of Wheaton’s newest high-tech tools: a pair of Tobii Pro eyetracking glasses.
The eyeglasses, purchased for the college through the InterMedia Arts Group
Innovation Network (IMAGINE), feature
four tiny cameras that track the movement of the pupils while recording what
the eye is seeing. That information is
downloaded onto a memory card and can
be analyzed using computer software.
Professor of Computer Science Mark
LeBlanc recruited Korin and Liu to start
working with the glasses last year.
“It’s pretty easy to see the potential
within the computer science, psychology

and biology departments, because the
glasses relate to brain function and eye
movement. But we wanted to prove that
the technology can be related to all fields,”
said Korin, a computer science and mathematics double major.
First, they turned their eyes to artwork,
seeking connections between how long
the gaze lingers on a canvas and a person’s
feelings about that painting.
They also used the eye-tracking glasses
with music. Liu, a computer science and
mathematics double major who is minoring in music, has played piano for 15 years.
She wore the glasses while playing a
Chopin piece she had never played before.
“I want to find the difference between
the beginner and the experienced pianist
playing a piece of music for the first time,”
she said.
This data could have educational applications, Liu said, helping music students

develop better techniques.
Korin also has experimented with
tracking how a person views a website—
an area he’d like to explore further as it relates to his interests in computer science.
“The goal is to start making the campus aware of what the glasses are and how
they can be used, and for students to become experts in this domain,” Korin said.
He and Liu understand the
academic and career benefits to mastering cutting-edge technologies, but they
also see value in the trial and error of the
learning process.
“There is a big difference between
something you learn from class and
something you learn by yourself,” Liu
said. “There’s no one telling you how to
do it. If you find a problem, you need to
solve it by yourself. You improve your
ability to learn.”
—Becca Manning
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Andres Ripley ’18 looks for animal tracks in the Wheaton Woods. Go online to view his photos of wildlife at wheatoncollege.edu/news.

Focusing on wildlife
Andres Ripley ’18 is helping Wheaton better know its neighbors—in particular, the
creatures that inhabit Wheaton Woods.
In fall 2017, Ripley installed nine
motion-sensitive cameras in the woods,
and discovered a rich diversity of animals that co-exist with us in the college
environs.
“We found a lot of bird species, deer,
turkey, fisher cats, mink, a snapping turtle—and we had a really nice photo of
an owl,” said Ripley, a biology major who
conducted the research with help from
Assistant Professor of Biology Jessie
Knowlton.
Ripley programmed GPS coordinates
into each camera—which he placed at
various angles, perched on trees and in a
riverbed—to record the exact location of
each sighting. The cameras, a brown neutral color, captured the wildlife for about
four weeks.
8 WHEATON MAGAZINE

“When something passed by, the cameras
took three pictures per second,” he said.
Ripley’s efforts are part of a larger independent study that compared wildlife diversity in Wheaton Woods and
Borderland State Park, a 1,843-acre preserve in Easton, Mass. (He previously interned at the state park in summer 2016.)
Ripley concurrently placed nine cameras in Borderland, capturing similar images of wildlife, including deer, turkeys,
squirrels, mice and raccoons.
However, comparing the two, he said, “I
was surprised that the cameras showed
more diversity here than in Borderland.”
(He captured 10 species in Wheaton
Woods and seven in Borderland.)
Ripley’s passion for biology began at an
early age, when his father shared his love of
nature and took him fishing. He has taught
environmental education to children at
Everwood Day Camp (in Sharon, Mass.) for

KEITH NORDSTROM

the past six summers. As a Wheaton student,
he spent one semester in Costa Rica, traveling to various biological stations through the
Organization for Tropical Studies.
During his winter break, Ripley’s research took on an international angle as
he traveled to Mexico to conduct similar
research with Professor Knowlton. The
student-faculty team placed
cameras in oil palm plantations and local
preserves to assess the impact of the industry on wildlife.
“Andres is a pleasure to work with, as
he always has a great attitude no matter how difficult the field conditions are,”
Knowlton said. “He is mature and responsible, and I would not choose just anyone
to take to Mexico with me.”
Ripley will analyze the results from the
research trip in Mexico during the spring
semester.
—Laura Pedulli

A new frontier
A leader in harnessing technology to enrich the liberal arts, Wheaton now is offering a new minor in digital humanities.
The minor builds upon a solid foundation of courses and scholarly projects
across campus that combine computational thinking and digital tools with
humanities disciplines.
For example, Wheaton’s Lexomics project involves the use of modern computing and statistical techniques to analyze
literature; and a project led by Associate
Professor of History Kathryn Tomasek
entails digitizing documents from the
founding period of the college.
The minor is structured so students can
customize their academic program while
developing skills in areas like information
management, multimedia communications, social computing, digital game and
story design and data visualization, said
Mark LeBlanc, professor of computer science and co-coordinator of the minor.
These methods provide a new dimension to study the humanities, or “new
glasses on old problems,” so students
can take on more challenging research,
LeBlanc said.
—Laura Pedulli

KEITH NORDSTROM

Summer is coming
Summer is a busy time on campus; just
look at last year’s numbers:

18 residence halls occupied
20 programs and events hosted
(including summer camps, CORE,
two weddings and a movie crew)

2,814 program attendees
46,988 meals served in Chase
and Emerson dining halls during a
six-week period
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Actors Rebecca Hall, Luke Evans and Bella Heathcote on the Dimple in a scene from “Professor Marston and the Wonder Women”

Star turn

The Wheaton campus appeared on movie
screens across the country last fall.
“Professor Marston and the Wonder
Women,” which opened nationwide Oct.
13, 2017, included scenes shot on campus.
The movie tells the behind-the-scenes
story of the creation of the Wonder
Woman comic books. William Marston,
a psychologist and inventor, created the
character in 1941. The movie traces the
complicated story of his polyamorous
relationship with his wife and another
woman, the fictional character that he
developed with them, and the controversy the comic book generated in its
early years.
The film’s producers came to Wheaton
for scenes that related to Marston’s teaching career at Tufts University. The library,
the Dimple and the Holman Room in Mary
Lyon Hall are all clearly visible in the
movie’s trailer.
Becky Ebeling, Wheaton’s director of
event and conference services, recalled
10 WHEATON MAGAZINE

Extras for the film lounged
about the Dimple in
1930s-period dress. Staff and
faculty were asked to avoid
the center of campus.
that the movie was a small, independent
film when its producers first approached
Wheaton, but when they arrived months
later, it had developed into a major studio
production.
Extras for the film lounged about the
Dimple in 1930s-period dress. Staff and
faculty were asked to avoid the center of
campus. A tractor-trailer full of equipment parked on Howard Street; trailers for the film’s stars—Luke Evans,
Rebecca Hall and Bella Heathcote—were
parked in Lot 2.
“The crew arrived at about 5 a.m. (and
I arrived at 6 a.m.), and shot until the

Claire Folger

sun went down on day one,” Ebeling said.
“On day two we were here with the crew
until midnight taking down the set and
resetting the Holman Room for class on
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.”
Clinton O’Dell, associate professor
of theater, was among the professionals working on the production during
its two-day visit to Wheaton. He served
as a member of the costume department with Costume Supervisor Virginia
Johnson, who was previously a visiting
artist at Wheaton.
“I was even able to get Andrew Kimball
’18 hired on with me for ‘Professor
Marston’ for two days as a costume production assistant, which subsequently led to him being hired in the same position in the summer on ‘X-Men,’” said
O’Dell, who also spent the summer working on the latest installment of the popular movie franchise.
—Michael Graca

IN THE NEWS

Planets, mosques, military life
Searching for life

The Christian Science Monitor called on
Professor of Geology Geoffrey Collins and
three other scientists involved in exploring the question of whether there is life
elsewhere in the universe to
participate in a live panel and webcast at
the NonProfit Center in Boston.
Collins studies the icy moons of the
outer solar system, where he and other
planetary scientists have identified features—liquid water, heat and geological
processes—that suggest some form of life
might be possible in these environments.
“I’m very excited about Jupiter’s moon
Europa because, out of all the icy moons
we find in the outer solar system, it’s the
one that appears to be a place where the
entire surface has been active over relatively recent geological time,” Collins said.
Professor Collins and his colleague

Professor Geoffrey Collins engages in discussion during a Facebook live stream event.

Associate Professor of Physics Jason
Goodman, along with their students, are
currently participating in a five-year,

Mosques and democracy

Mosques in America serve regularly as magnets for
fear and misunderstandings about Islam, Islamic
radicalization and terrorism.
But research by Aubrey Westfall, assistant professor of political science, and her colleagues reveals that U.S. communities should view mosques
as a source for strengthening democracy, building
alliances and combating terrorism.
She shared those insights in an essay published
by the Philadelphia Inquirer and the Providence
Journal.
In the op-ed, she said that her research has shown
that the majority of mosques in the U.S. foster connections among attendees and the larger community,
encouraging civic involvement and mainstream political participation. Further, these connections combat the isolation and alienation that have been found
to be risk factors for radicalization.
“The greatest enemy of organizations like ISIS
are venues where likely recruits will meet and talk
with others who highlight theological inconsistencies and expose misinformation, or where recruits will find a social network of friends who
will reduce feelings of alienation,” she wrote.

$50 million effort to study the origins,
evolution, distribution and future of life
in the universe.

Boston 25
features
professor

Boston 25 News featured
Professor of History Anni
Cecil and her new crowdsourced website called
Military Life Memories,
which shares stories about
those who serve, their families and connected civilians. “Some historians have
expressed concern over the
growing distance between
military society and the civilian world and the sort of
lack of understanding and
the potential implications
for that,” the professor said
during the interview recorded in her office. Collecting
and sharing stories could
help bridge that gap.
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CONVERSATION

A favorite photo of Knik Glacier in Wasilla, Alaska, from the series of images Professor of Art Andrew Howard took last summer

ANDREW HOWARD

Andrew Howard close up
Professor of Art Andrew Howard has been
teaching at Wheaton for 42 years. In that
time, he has frequently exhibited his own
work; traveled to capture grand landscapes;
inspired students in the classroom and on
his faculty-led trips to Ireland; and helped
launch the careers of many student photographers. After the fall semester, he plans
to retire. As he wraps up his career here,
we asked him about his latest adventure in
Alaska in summer 2017 and his thoughts
about Wheaton.
What led you to Alaska?
My son married a native Alaskan, so my
wife, Sharon Howard ’87, and I attended their wedding in Wasilla. While there I
spent time photographing two glaciers—
the Matanuska Glacier and the Knik Glacier.
The Matanuska Glacier, which is rapidly receding, is prime evidence of global warm12 WHEATON MAGAZINE

scape series for a number of years, primarily in Utah, Arizona, California and New
Mexico. So, I wanted to change it up by
photographing a landscape that was far
removed from what I had been working with
in the Southwest.
What was the most amazing sight you
captured?

KEITH NORDSTROM

Professor Andrew Howard with visual sociology
major Karl Rivera ’16 at a reception on campus

ing. I hiked on this glacier as it ends on dry
land. The Knik Glacier terminates in water,
so I was restricted by where an airboat was
able to take me. Alaska is an example of a
natural landscape where everything is huge
and truly the last American frontier. I have
been working on the American West land-

There were so many other-worldly subjects to photograph. However, the one
that stands out is the deep blue iceberg
[pictured above] that had sheared off of
the Knik Glacier.
Were there any challenges?
Many of the rock and ice forms are located
in remote locations, so taking photographs
in these places requires a certain degree
of fitness. As I get older it is getting a little more difficult to work in these places.

PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS

Faculty

Geoffrey Collins, professor of
geology, co-wrote the article
“Bladed Terrain on Pluto: Possible
Origins and Evolution,” published
in the January 15 issue of Icarus.
The article was the result of a
short collaboration with the New
Horizons spacecraft team.

Michael Drout, professor of
English, wrote the article “The
Wisdom Genre is a MetaContext” published in the journal
The Heroic Age in December 2017.
Linda Eisenmann, professor of
history, presented “What History
Tells Us,” for the panel on The
Challenges of Coeducation on

Oct. 20, 2017, at Wellesley College
in Massachusetts. She was an invited panelist to the International
Symposium on Education and
Gender Equality, co-sponsored by
Wellesley College, the Consulate
of France in Boston and Sciences
Po in Paris.
Matthew Evans, associate professor of chemistry and
geology, co-wrote the article
“Methanesulfonic Acid (MSA)
Migration in Polar Ice: Data
Synthesis and Theory,” published
in the November 2017 issue of
the journal The Cryosphere.
Nancy Kendrick, professor
of philosophy, presented the
paper “Mary Astell’s Theory of

I carry approximately 30 pounds of photo
gear and water on my back and this equipment doesn’t seem to be getting any lighter. Add altitude to the mix and you realize
that the elements are a real challenge.

Spiritual Friendship” on Oct. 19,
2017, at a conference on Women
in Early Modern Philosophy at
Lehigh University in Bethlehem,
Pa. She also wrote the article
“Mary Astell’s Theory of Spiritual
Friendship” published online in
July 2017 in the British Journal
for the History of Philosophy; and
“Berkeley’s Bermuda Project in
Context,” published in November
2017 in The Bloomsbury
Companion to Berkeley.

Lisa Lebduska, professor of
English, wrote the short story
“Belle Ragazze,” published in the
October 2017 issue of the literary
journal The Tishman Review.

I have always used my own experiences to
illustrate certain situations that students
may encounter.

from film to digital. I was not a believer in moving to digital cameras for years
until the technology improved to the degree that I felt was necessary to produce
high-quality images. Now, I don’t even own
a film camera and I absolutely love the digital work flow. I still think like a
large-format film photographer in the
way I work with Adobe Lightroom and
Photoshop, however. I still adhere to the
idea that there must be truth in the image.

Which do you prefer—traditional camera
or digital?

What are your most precious memories of
Wheaton?

I shot most of my photographs for years
with either large or medium format film
cameras. I have witnessed the transition

There are so many. I was 27 when I began
teaching at Wheaton in 1976. Many of my
original students are now in their 50s

How does your photographic exploration
in Alaska connect to your classroom work?

Kent Shaw, assistant professor of English, wrote the poem
“Actually, This Poem Belongs
to My Wife,” published in the
November 2017 issue of the
Denver Quarterly.

A. Javier Trevino, professor of sociology, wrote the second edition of Investigating Social
Problems (Sage Publications,
2017).

Alumni

Nicole Tadgell ’91
illustrated the children’s book
Astronaut Annie, about a little
girl imagining her future career
(Tilbury House Publishers, 2018).

and have become very good friends. So,
my most precious memories are the people I have met who have become lifelong
friends. Also, along the way I believe that I
have made a real difference in the lives of
many of my students.
What is the most important lesson you
want your students to learn?
Simple: learning technique is the easy
part of taking an art course. Discovering
what you want to say with that technique
is much more difficult. I also want students to realize that they are only limited
by the level of expectation they have for
themselves. Reach high and find out just
how good you can be.
SPRING 2018 13
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Just-for-fun facts
Athletics by the numbers:

3 head coaches who are alums
6 a.m., earliest practice
8 assistant coaches
who are alums

22 years, longest serving active
coach, Eric Podbelski (baseball)

33 All-American awards in the
past five years

35 years, longest serving coach

479,000 gallons

of water in the swimming pool

in program history, Lynn Miller
(retired, tennis)

64 regular-season league titles
67 conference championships
77 years of synchronized
swimming, Wheaton’s longest
running team program

78 postseason appearances in
playoffs in the past five years

78 tournament league titles
125 points, the most scored

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Longest distance traveled to
compete in current season

in a basketball game, Wheaton vs.
Southern Maine on Nov. 19, 2016

140 Games scheduled for
winter season
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36

players on the
men’s lacrosse
team, the largest

1

inflatable
Roary the
Lyon

KEITH NORDSTROM
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CAMPUS SCENE

An open invitation

What do you love? Philosophy, music, fencing, tea, saving the
environment? In September 2017, students had an opportunity to consider lots of options for engaging their passions at
the student activities fair held on the Dimple.

KEITH NORDSTROM

Fun with food

The Emerson Dining Hall kitchen became sushi central in
February during a cooking class in which students learned to
make seafood and veggie maki and hand rolls. The beauty of it
all—they got to eat their work.

16 WHEATON MAGAZINE

SANDY COLEMAN

Otis Social Justice Award

KEITH NORDSTROM

Wheaton presented the 2017 Otis Social Justice Award to Robert Katende (right), an East African social entrepreneur whose work is highlighted in the 2016 Disney film “Queen of Katwe,” about how his chess ministry program is affecting the lives of young people like Phiona
Mutesi (center). She rose from poverty to become a Ugandan chess champion. Ted Nesi ‘07 moderated a panel discussion with the two.

Women in law
enforcement
meet, inspire

Wheaton hosted the 14th
annual conference for the
Massachusetts Association
of Women in Law Enforcement in October 2017.
The event brought 120 law
enforcement officers to
campus, including two alums, Kathleen Dennehy ’76,
former commissioner of the
Massachusetts Department
of Correction, and recently
retired Boston Police Sergeant Detective Kim Gaddy
’81. Here, Dennehy (left)
talks with Dean of Students
Kate McCaffrey, keynote
speaker Sierra Bender and
Wheaton Public Safety Captain Katrina Thompson.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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A force of good

Kim Gaddy ’81 signs off after long career
with Boston Police Department
By Laura Pedulli

The first piece of equipment retiring
Sergeant Detective Kim Gaddy ’81 turned
in was her radio.
At that moment, she unexpectedly felt
the gravity of parting with a piece of equipment that—for more than her three decades with the Boston Police Department—
had proven so crucial to her work.
“The radio literally has saved my life,
and the lives of other people. It has solved
people’s problems, made people’s lives
better and averted crisis,” Gaddy said.
“When I turned in the gun, I was relieved
I didn’t have to worry about it anymore.
But the radio was all about community
and what we do.”
Gaddy stepped down on January 31
NICKI PARDO PHOTOS
after a successful career on the Boston
An officer congratulates Kim Gaddy ’81 on her retirement.
police force. An accomplished
scholar, she currently is exploring the
It has felt great to make someone’s life a
noticed a light flickering in the backroom
lives of the women who made her career
little easier, safer and better,” she said.
and went to look.
possible, tapping into her love of research.
“I saw a small TV and two filthy matAs sergeant detective, Gaddy has investresses
in the corner of the room. There
A memorable case
tigated deadly assaults, stabbings, rapes
were no sheets or anything like that, just
and suicides. “I’ve seen things that peoOther, less dramatic, experiences than
piles of clothes,” she said.
ple shouldn’t see and I’ve been to places
the fire incident stay with Gaddy—and
She spotted a boy sound asleep in the
where people shouldn’t go,” she said.
provide insight into how she views her
garments. “He must have been between
But while she has responded to the
work and the community she served.
7 and 9—just a little boy—with his shirt
worst of crimes, she has touched innuShe still recalls a fatal stabbing from
off and wearing filthy underwear. He
merable lives—and even helped save
30 years ago that happened after a heated
had slept through a homicide in his own
some of them. In 1986, she chased down
card game at an apartment in the Franklin home,” she said.
a suspect who set a house on fire, and her
Field housing development in Dorchester,
The sight of him left an impression on
call over the radio enabled other officers
Mass. She arrived just as the EMT had reGaddy, who felt sadness for the child as
and the fire department to free the people moved the body from the scene.
she imagined his life stretching out betrapped inside.
The un-air-conditioned apartment was
fore him.
“People thank me more often than
stifling hot on a 90-degree day. A woman
“There’s no way you can say that he is on
criticize; it has been a very rewarding job. was mopping up blood on the floor. Gaddy an even playing field with other kids. And
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Role call

Sergeant Detective Kim Gaddy ’81
Police cadet: 1982–1984
Civilian 911
operator: 1984–1985

Soldier, U.S. Army National
Guard: 1984–1986
Police officer: 1985
Sergeant: 1992

Sergeant detective: 1994

Anti-corruption
unit: 1994–1996

Recruit investigations
unit: 1996–1998
Sexual assault unit:
1998–2006

General investigations:
2007–2014

Administration: 2014–2018
Retired: 2018

there are so many others like him—victims of crime. These kids start off at a deficit that you can’t even imagine,” she said.

Called to serve
Such perceptiveness reveals Gaddy’s
thoughtful nature as a scholar—an area
in which she has distinguished herself
over the years.
Gaddy, who graduated from Wheaton
with a double major in sociology and political science, received her master’s degree
and doctorate in education from Boston
University.
She has lectured on the history of
women in the Boston Police Department,
including at the Massachusetts
Association of Women in Law
Enforcement conference at Wheaton
in October 2017 and the Boston Public
Library. In her retirement, she plans to
dedicate more time to research.
In 1981, as a new Wheaton graduate,
Gaddy wasn’t sure what path she wanted
to take.
She enjoyed adventure (like the year
she spent in Thailand while in high
school) and adrenaline-fueled pursuits, including competitive fencing
in high school and at Wheaton. After
college, she craved more excitement—
and found herself drawn to an advertisement in the newspaper for a police
cadet program.
With no family serving in the Boston
Police Department (her mother worked in
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social services), she in many ways was embarking on uncharted territory.
She took the cadet test and passed, and
was assigned to work in the Office of the
Police Commissioner. But she did not
want to work in an office.
“I told the director of the cadet program,
‘I want to be with the cops,’” she said.
She pressed this point until she got a
field assignment as a cadet in district two
(Roxbury). She worked the 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.
shift, and was the only woman there.
“For me, as a young person who had
pretty much been kept away from anything dangerous, it was extremely exciting. Anything could happen during the
course of the night. Shootings, stabbings,
you name it,” she said.

Fueled by confidence
In the years after becoming a police officer in 1985, Gaddy rose through the ranks.
In 1992, she was promoted to sergeant,
and when assigned to the anti-corruption
unit, she was promoted again to sergeant
detective. She later spent two years in
the recruit investigations unit and eight
years in the sexual assault unit.
Now retired Sergeant Sheryll Pichon—
the first black female promoted to sergeant at the Boston Police Department—
first met Gaddy as a cadet. She said that
Gaddy’s ability to speak up inspired many
officers of color in the Boston police force
who were hesitant to express their ideas.
“She let us know that the door was open,

that we had good ideas and could help develop policies. She became a mentor,” said
Pichon, who credits Gaddy with encouraging her to launch a truancy prevention
program.
The confidence Gaddy developed as a
Wheaton student helped her thrive, especially as a woman of color working alongside primarily white men, she said.
“Wheaton was a caring environment,
and what I needed to step out into the
world,” she said. “Being a minority female,
you feel there’s so much competition and
dismissal of who you are as a person. At
least at Wheaton, being a woman, you
weren’t dismissed.”
Evidence of her confidence on display:
one Christmas Eve when the 5-foot-4
Gaddy received a call that led her to “the
land of the giants.”
“I rang the bell and the person who
opened the door was literally 6 feet 5,”
she recalled. “He was in tears because
his suicidal sister had locked herself in
the bathroom. I saw the rest of the
family milling around. They were like
6 feet 5, 6 feet 7; the mother was 6 feet 2.
They were distraught and didn’t know
what to do.”
Gaddy did. She railed back, shoulder
first, and smashed the bathroom door
open. She found the girl unconscious, but
still breathing.
“I did my job. They depended on me. I
didn’t think a thing of it at the time, but
afterward I thought, given how small I
was compared to them, that was like a

cartoon. But you just do what needs to be
done,” she said.

in an especially difficult environment.
“She has guts and persistence.”
He welcomed the opportunity for students
to hear a doctor of education and
Detective work
police officer speak from a broad personal
Gaddy worked the night shift for 20 years, and professional perspective.
and could get called out multiple times
“She was especially good at clarifying
per night. She had four detectives aswhat constitutes good police work and in
signed to her—so any time they got called
identifying the challenges that police ofout, she went as well.
ficers face. The students were very atten“I was pretty much on-call all the time,”
tive, although the fact that she was wearshe said. “You don’t have a
circadian cycle. You have a
police cycle.”
Her calls could take
her anywhere in Boston.
Living in the city’s Jamaica
Plain neighborhood, it
would take her less than 15
minutes to arrive on scene.
No matter what awaited
her, she was ready.
Visiting crime scenes
“absolutely affects you,” she
said. “It’s toxic. No matter
how professional you are,
exposure to that stuff is
devastating to your psyche.
But I’ve never been scared.
I’ve been nervous, as there
Kim Gaddy ’81 as a student on Wheaton’s fencing team
is an adrenaline rush. I’ve
seen and been around shots fired, but I’m
ing her service revolver may have put
not thinking about it.”
them on their best behavior,” Grady said.
Gaddy also worked in the anti-corruption
He particularly recalls her discussing
unit investigating police officers involved in how doing police work changes how you
criminal activity—a challenging job that re- perceive the world.
quired her to be ready to stand up to any po“In discussing her work on the sexual astential backlash from other officers.
sault unit, she mentioned that if she were
Her promotion to the anti-corruption
driving by a playground and saw an older
unit—which was traditionally dominatman with a child, she might pull over and
ed by white men—was groundbreaking,
watch what was going on for a while to
Pichon said.
make sure it was all on the up and up,” he
said. “As a grandfather, I joked that it just
might be a grandparent and child. Kim reFull circle
sponded nonchalantly, ‘those are often
Over the years, Gaddy has returned to
the worst.’ You could feel the air go out of
Wheaton to share her firsthand experithe room.”
ences in law enforcement, meeting with
students in the courses “Urban Sociology,” Captivated by knowledge
taught by Professor of Sociology Emeritus
John Grady, and “Criminology,” taught by
Gaddy has balanced her life in the
Professor of Sociology Javier Trevino.
Boston Police Department with the purProfessor Grady admires the fact that
suit of knowledge. For her Ph.D. studshe worked her way up through the ranks
ies at Boston University, she researched

compassion fatigue (indifference to the
suffering of others due to repeated exposure) that affects some police officers.
Margaret Sullivan, who worked as BU’s
financial aid advisor and later joined the
Boston Police Department as a records
manager and archivist, commended
Gaddy for her commitment to her education. “Many grad students were teachers
who might get a sabbatical, or lighter load
or have summers off while in school. A police officer does not and
cannot refuse ordered
overtime,” she said.
Sullivan’s research
into the first documented African American officer in Boston (circa
1878) piqued Gaddy’s interest. She approached
Sullivan, seeking to document the early women officers appointed in 1921.
Together they dug through
city and university libraries for news clippings and
photographs, and eventually pieced together a
presentation.
The duo presented their
research at several venues, sharing interesting facts and photos
of Boston’s first female police officers. The
Boston Globe also reported on their findings in a front-page news story, and the
late Mayor Thomas Menino exhibited images from their research at Boston City
Hall.
For Gaddy, her recent retirement is
an ending but also a beginning. She
now is conducting research for various police organizations, including the
Massachusetts Association of Minority
Law Enforcement Officers.
Her focus is on a wave of women of color
recruits to the Boston Police Department
during the 1970s, which occurred amid
pressure from church and grassroots
groups for a more representative force.
“Associations want to hear about the research from someone who has actually experienced what it’s like to be an officer. I
feel blessed and honored to be able to do
this,” she said.
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‘What is the Good Life?’
By John Partridge

In my research I have explored Socrates’s assertion that “the unexamined life is not worth living.” He thinks that persistent examination, or philosophy, is the highest value. It gives him
happiness (eudaimonia) to “care for the soul” in this way. I’ve tried to make sense of that claim
but it’s not easy.
Continued on page 24
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n 2011, Associate Professor
of Philosophy John
Partridge won a grant from
the National Endowment for
the Humanities Enduring
Questions Program to
develop a course around a
timeless question. Having
taught a Senior Seminar
course on the meaning of
life during the past several years, a question came to
mind: What does it mean to
have a good life? In fall 2017,
Partridge explored this in
his First-Year Seminar (FYS)
“What is the Good Life?”
Professor of Psychology
Gail Sahar had been considering teaching a course on
how good people become capable of carrying out evil acts

od
nd
vil

rs explore
es of life

for a while before designing
the FYS “On Becoming Evil”
several years ago. In fall 2017,
she taught the FYS that, unfortunately, always has plenty of current examples from
which to draw.
Offered at a pivotal period
in the lives of incoming students, both courses engage
them in critically evaluating
arguments, assumptions and
theories on big, timeless questions about life and human nature, while reflecting on their
own values and choices. We
found the contrast in subject
matter—the good versus bad,
dark versus light—intriguing
and asked both professors to
tell us about their courses.
—Sandy Coleman

‘On Becoming Evil’
By Gail Sahar

I originally came up with the idea for this First-Year Seminar “On Becoming Evil” several years
ago. After news stories broke about U.S. soldiers torturing Iraqi prisoners during the Iraq War, I
started thinking about how it is that seemingly normal, healthy individuals can, under
certain circumstances, become capable of carrying out horrible (even evil) acts.
Continued on page 25
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Students in Associate Professor of Philosophy John Partridge’s class enjoy lunch and discussion at his home near Wheaton.

‘What is the Good Life?’
Continued from page 22

First, his concept of happiness is not the same as ours.
Second, his insistence that
there is a single, highest activity that is best for everyone seems gravely mistaken.
Third, is philosophical examination really the best path to
happiness? Let’s just say it’s
not something that my students normally write on their
end-of-year course evaluations. Accordingly, we have a
lot of work to do to make sense
of what he’s saying and why.
A good life might involve lots
of happiness but much less morality. Or you could be very devoted to serving others, even at
the expense of your own happiness and well-being, and still
be thought to live well. Or you
might have very low levels of
happiness and contribute little to the welfare of others, but
still have a meaningful life.
One example of this last
category that I’ve used in
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class is Paul Gauguin, the artist. He was miserable much
of the time. He neglected his
wife and children. But he
made great art of lasting importance. If you think his life
was good, despite those considerable shortcomings, then
it is because he was able to
create meaning in it.
I believe that Socrates’s conception of a good life brings
all three of these aspects
together. In the course, we
break apart the different
aspects to examine the most
important theories in each
tradition. And I challenge students to think about what the
formula for them would be.
How might they integrate distinct sources of value in their
own lives? How might they live
the best life for them?

The biggest difference between this version of the
course and the one I taught
in 2012 came from the inspiration of Professor Bianca
Cody Murphy. Her FYS on the
“Psychology of Happiness” lays
heavy stress on experiential
learning. So, I wanted to keep
the critical evaluation of the
ancient and modern texts but
also add activities that have
been shown to improve happiness and well-being.
These assignments included requiring students to take
a survey to discover their
character strengths, write a
letter of gratitude, practice
Stoic thought disputation and
engage in various aspects of
campus life. For example,
they were required to go to a
sporting event, a lecture and

Two questions to consider:

FYS students explored the following questions that helped
them identify what a good life means to them. We invite you
to answer the following and email your answers to quarterly@
wheatoncollege.edu:
What is the “good life” for you?

How has your Wheaton education helped you attain it?

KEITH NORDSTROM

an arts or music event, among
other things, and then briefly
reflect on it.
Critically evaluating important arguments, testing out
concepts, engaging in activities
or building relationships and
then reflecting on them—our
goal was, in microcosm, the
goal of a liberal arts education.
We sought greater insight into
ourselves, and our interconnectedness with one another,
so that we can live fuller and
more rewarding lives.
One of the most exciting
parts of the course for me was
the final project in which students produced a Handbook
on the Good Life. Early in the
semester we read Epictetus’s
Handbook, a volume that distills Stoic teachings into something pithy so that readers
would always have its precepts
at hand.
We also read 19th and early
20th century counterparts in
a visit to Wheaton’s archives;
these guides included old
Continued on page 26
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Professor of Psychology Gail Sahar and her First-Year Seminar students dive deep into conversations about the factors that contribute to evil acts.

‘On Becoming Evil’
Continued from page 23

These cases always come
down to the question of whether there are a “few bad apples”
who do evil things when they
find an opportunity or whether
there were influences in the situation that made “good apples”
do bad things. There is a lot of
evidence in social psychology that normal people will do
awful things if the situational
forces are strong enough.
Social psychologists such as
myself view human behavior as
not simply a function of one’s
individual character but rather
as something largely shaped by
external forces. Although we
acknowledge that there are individual differences in behavior and that some people may
respond to particular circumstances somewhat differently than others, the power of the
situation influences everyone.
This idea is contrary to our
natural impulse as human
beings, which is to attribute

others’ actions to their internal dispositions, a bias known
as the fundamental attribution error. For example, if
someone is rude to me, my
tendency will be to think they
are a rude person rather than
thinking they might have
been having a bad day. Many,
many studies have demonstrated this well-known bias.
One of my goals for this
course is to help students to
become aware of this tendency
and learn to override it.
We discuss a number of classic social-psychological experiments that demonstrate that
situations can be so powerful as
to overtake our personal beliefs
and values, and we sometimes
find ourselves doing things that
are completely opposed to our
personal moral code.

One of the classic experiments that demonstrates the
power of the situation is the
Stanford Prison Experiment
conducted by Philip Zimbardo
in 1971. In this study, 18 normal, healthy college men were
randomly assigned to be either
prisoners or guards in a mock
prison created in the basement of the psychology department building. The point of
the study was to shed light on
the psychology of the prison
experience, and the simulation
was set to run for two weeks.
However, the experiment had
to be stopped after just six
days because the guards had
become so abusive and the
prisoners so traumatized that
it would clearly have been
unethical to continue.
Why did these normal

Two questions to consider:
What does the word “evil” mean to you?

Do you believe that evil mainly results from individuals
who are themselves evil (for example, their dispositions,
personality traits or moral values) or do you believe it
results from situations?
Email your answers to quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu

young men turn into caricatures of stereotypical sadistic prison guards in just a few
days? According to Zimbardo,
the role they were taking on
turned them into such people. That basic proposition,
that normal individuals can be
transformed into instruments
of evil, is the focus of our discussions throughout the “On
Becoming Evil” course.
At the beginning of the semester, students attempt to
provide a definition of evil.
We discuss how difficult it
is to come to an agreement
about what evil is, particularly given the way views change
over time.
For example, we consider
the fact that slavery was not always deemed evil in this country, though nearly everyone
would label it that way today.
We then consider whether evil
lies within an individual or
not; that is, are there evil people or just evil acts?
If evil is within a person, is
Continued on page 26
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‘What is the Good Life?’
Continued from page 24

versions of the Wheaton student handbook, and various
guides and manuals from the
Victorian era forward. For the
final project, we reflected on
how one could produce such a
handbook in 2017 and what it
would contain.
Some used digital media
(like websites or social media
platforms) while others wrote
letters or essays, and one
wrote a children’s book. My
creative, risk-taking
students produced art. One
transformed her class notes
and written assignments
into an interactive sculpture.
Another composed, scored,
performed and recorded a rap.
Taking all of it in, I saw
the incredible journey they
had undertaken in just four
months. As I had predicted,
their ideas about the good life
reflected their youth and the
fact that they were undergoing
serious transitions as they
step into adulthood.
So, there was lots of emphasis on autonomy, self-expression, authenticity and the like.
They are looking forward much
more than backward. They are
eager to make something of
themselves or to leave a mark.
But also it was fascinating
to see many of them resume
the ancient debate on whether the good life depends on
things outside our control.
Several students followed
Socrates’s lead and considered how to bring their happiness and moral commitments
into alignment. A few who
were inclined in August to accept the hedonist account of
happiness (that happiness is
pleasure or desire-fulfillment)
26 WHEATON MAGAZINE

A philosopher’s guide
to a good life:

“A happy life is to have a mind that counts
virtue the only good, baseness the only evil,
and all else but a worthless mass of things.”
Seneca

“We call pleasure the beginning
and end of the blessed life.”
Epicurus

“Reading and sauntering and lounging
and dosing, which I call thinking,
is my supreme happiness.”
David Hume

“Everything in life shows that earthly
happiness is destined to be frustrated
or recognized as an illusion.”
Arthur Schopenhauer

“It is impossible to think of anything at all
in the world that could be considered good
without limitation except a good will.”
Immanuel Kant

now offered more complicated versions like J. S. Mill’s. He
famously said that “it is better
to be a human being dissatisfied than a pig satisfied; better to be Socrates dissatisfied
than a fool satisfied.”
Above all, I saw the students
reassemble a lot of the
pieces of Socrates’s account
of the good life into fresh and
ambitious visions for the life
they wanted to lead:
“More than simply a positive
mood, happiness is a state of
well-being that encompasses
living a good life—that is, with
a sense of meaning and deep
satisfaction.”
— Michael Vallerie ’21

make me feel a great deal of
pleasure just by their presence.
I constantly am on a pursuit to
find or to be with people who I
connect with and immediately
feel pleasure in their presence.”
—Justin Bushway ’21

“I believe that happiness is
the key to having a satisfying
life, and for me I mainly find
happiness in people. Whether
it’s making people happy or just
being around the people who

Six Myths about the Good
Life: Thinking About
What Has Value by Joel
J. Kupperman (Hackett
Publishing Co., Inc., 2006).

“Our lives can be meaningful because of the little pieces
of our lives that slowly add up,
even if they never produce a
completed work of art. Being
engaged in our lives is what
gives them meaning.”
—Qianrui Tammy Guo ’21
“It is OK to feel confused
about one’s own happiness.”
—Emma Jarvis ’21

Suggested reading:

‘On Becoming Evil’
Continued from page 25

it a function of nature or nurture? We examine examples of
individuals who are born with
a tendency toward cruel behavior by reading an article
about children with psychopathic tendencies (generally
diagnosed as having a conduct
disorder), whose neurological differences seem to render
them unable to feel empathy (a
“nature” explanation for evil).
On the other hand, we consider evidence that individuals
can become capable of
cruelty as a result of experiencing abuse as children (a
“nurture” explanation).
The goal is not for students
to adopt a particular position on the central questions
(e.g., that evil is inherent or
learned) but rather to think
critically about the evidence
on both sides.
Our main text is The Lucifer
Effect: Understanding How
Good People Turn Evil by
Zimbardo (mastermind of
the aforementioned Stanford
Prison Experiment), in which
he describes the experiment in
great detail and considers the
implications of the findings.
We also discuss other classic
social-psychological studies,
such as Stanley Milgram’s experiments on obedience that
revealed that many individuals will obey the orders of an
authority figure to administer
painful shocks to an innocent
person. We next apply the findings of these studies to a range
of real-world examples of evil,
such as genocide, torture and
gender-based violence.
Among the real-world examples we consider is the scandal
of abuse of prisoners at the Abu

Ghraib detention facility that
broke in 2004. Most Americans
were shocked to learn that men
and women in uniform had carried out horrible acts of physical and sexual abuse of Iraqi
prisoners and documented
them in photographs.
At that time, of course, there
was great debate about whether these soldiers were just “a
few bad apples” as
suggested by many in the government and armed
services or whether there was
something systematic in the
way the prison was managed
that led to widespread abuse.
That is, was abuse normalized
and even encouraged by the
situation?
Zimbardo draws parallels between the abuse at Abu
Ghraib and the abuse he observed in his simulated prison. We delve into the possible
situational and psychological
factors that might have made
seemingly normal individuals turn into torturers, such
as the hierarchical authority
structure, horrible conditions,
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“Much of the research we discuss suggests
that human beings are quite vulnerable to
becoming instruments of evil. I hope that
my students will become less vulnerable
as a function of their new awareness of the
factors that make evil possible or even likely.”
Professor of Psychology Gail Sahar

external threats and dehumanization of the prisoners.
I aim to facilitate both intellectual and personal development of students in this
course. I hope that they see
how scientific studies can shed
light on real-world problems.
Milgram’s obedience experiments, for example, were
spurred by a desire to understand how the Nazis were able
to carry out the Holocaust,
specifically whether, as some
of them claimed, they saw participation in a genocide as
merely carrying out orders.
I also hope that students will
become aware of the importance of guarding against the
situational forces that might
make them do things that are
not consistent with their ethical and moral belief systems.
Much of the research we

discuss suggests that human
beings are quite vulnerable to
becoming instruments of evil.
I hope that my students will
become less vulnerable as a
function of their new awareness of the factors that make
evil possible or even likely. We
also consider the distinction
between understanding the
causes of bad behavior and excusing it. Explaining behavior
is not the same as justifying it.
We still have personal responsibility.
I see this purpose as extremely important. Despite
the many proclamations that
human beings have made that
genocide will never occur
again, it unfortunately has and
seems to continue unabated
today. Only if we see that evil is
not something that resides in
“them” but can also be carried

out by “us” will there be hope
for a better world.
The material in this course
could make one feel a bit hopeless due to the sad and horrific nature of the examples. So,
we end by discussing the positive side of human nature, particularly the newer positive
psychology movement that focuses not on what is wrong
with people but what is right
with them. We discuss healthy
functioning, resiliency and
what brings true happiness to
one’s life, as well as heroism—
both how it has been defined
by psychologists and how we
ourselves define it.
Ultimately, I hope that this
course helps students to resist
forces toward evil and instead
become heroes.
That’s not too much to ask,
is it?

Suggested reading:

The Lucifer Effect:
Understanding How Good
People Turn Evil by Philip
Zimbardo (Random House:
New York, 2007).
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A voice for justice
N

By Laura Pedulli

Naleli Morojele ’09 works
for equality in postapartheid South Africa

aleli Morojele ’09, who grew up in
the shadow of apartheid, is part of
a generation of young South Africans
actively working for a more socially just and equitable country, for all
citizens.
Apartheid (“apartness” in Afrikaans)
refers to the period from 1948 to the
As a scholar, she is researching how highearly 1990s when the country’s all-white er education institutions can be transNational Party government created laws formed to become truly equitable instituforcing the separation of different racial tions, especially for marginalized groups,
groups, leading to political and economin particular women.
ic discrimination against nonwhites.
Two South African organizations, the
During that time, intermarriage was ilInstitute for Justice and Reconciliation
legal, and friendships between people of and Lead SA, recognized Morojele in
different races drew suspicion.
November 2017 for her contributions to
Morojele said although the government
advancing reconciliation—a term that
disbanded many of these laws of that opencompasses the countrywide effort to
pressive period, the effects still linger:
foster healing and national unity followunequal access to education, health care,
ing apartheid. She was among 10 young
basic resources and opportunity.
African activists (between the ages of
“The conditions created by colonialism 18 and 35) named for their exceptional
and apartheid are still very prevalent in
work in the gender justice field.
our society, and are still affecting those
“She has a deep love for Africa and its
of us born into freedom,” said Morojele,
people, and has dedicated her professionan activist, feminist and scholar who
al life to exploring new knowledge for the
graduated from Wheaton with a douadvancement of social justice and equalible major in women’s and gender studies ty in the continent,” according to a stateand economics.
ment announcing her award.
“The work of my generation is to begin
As for Morojele, she remains humto entrench the vision of those who
ble, and sees herself as no different than
fought for freedom before us, but we are
other citizens.
also engaged in developing our own vi“I think most black South Africans
sion of what we want for ourselves and
today are concerned with issues of sosociety,” she said.
cial justice and equalMorojele, a native of Bloemfontein,
ity. I don’t consider
South Africa, knows the foundation of
myself to be an excepthat vision must ensure human rights— tional case. It is just
which the United Nations defines as
that I happen to have
rights inherent to all people, regardless
certain privileges that
of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, lanallow me to dedicate
guage, religion or other status.
my career to trying to
As an officer of the South African
advance social justice
Human Rights Commission, she eduand equality,” she said.
cates citizens on their democratic rights
Morojele pursues her
and assists citizens who lodge comsocial justice mission
plaints involving human rights violations. in two spheres of her
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life: as a graduate student working on
her Ph.D. at the University of the Free
State in Bloemfontein and as a human
rights officer of the South African
Human Rights Commission.

Human Rights Commission
Morojele joined the commission in
September 2017 after devoting several
years to academia, which included earning her master’s degree in African studies at the University of the Free State.
When she joined the commission,
it had been some time since she had
conducted field research. Years ago,
for her dissertation, she interviewed
women members of parliament, cabinet ministers, ambassadors and executives in parastatals—culminating in
the book Women Political Leaders in
Rwanda and South Africa: Narratives
of Triumph and Loss (Barbara Budrich
Publishers, 2016).
“I’ve always had an interest in women
who make me think about the world and
social norms differently. I was fortunate enough to interview many women like
this, including a black
woman who was able to
drive and buy herself a
car at a time when even
white women in South
Africa were not allowed
Naleli Morojele ’09 at the
University of the Free
State, where she is working
on her Ph.D.

COURTESY OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF
THE FREE STATE
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to drive, which seems
The commission
like something simple
recently urged the
but is an example of
government and ineveryday acts of resisstitutions of hightance,” she said. “It is
er learning and stuthese kinds of stories
dents to work collaband experiences that
oratively to ensure elopen the mind to the
igible poor students
possibilities of someare accommodated,
thing different than
she said.
the oppression that
Unlike her work
most women in the
at the commission,
world experience.”
which is more broad
By taking a job at
Naleli Morojele ‘09 gives a talk titled “Disrupting Women’s Empowerment Discourses” at in scope, Morojele fothe South African
cuses her scholarly rethe Institute for Reconciliation and Social Justice in 2017.
Human Rights
search on women and
Commission, Morojele assumed the role
across South Africa.
barriers they face in universities.
of practitioner once more—putting her
As such, Morojele has kept busy. Her
“In my Ph.D. studies, I’m trying to take
in touch with citizens and the struggles
work mainly brings her to the Free State more of a theoretical turn in my work,
they face.
province, located in the east-central
looking at how institutions of higher
“I’m able to combine my research inpart of the country known for its high
learning in South Africa might be betterests with people’s lived experiences,
plains, to do fieldwork.
ter spaces for [everyone],” said Morojele,
and try to make a difference using what
She visits small towns, schools, inespecially poor, queer and transgender
I’ve learned and been exposed to in acaformal settlements, community groups
women and those with disabilities.
demia,” she said.
and clinics to connect with citizens and
Her Ph.D. advisor is Professor
The commission, formed in October
educate them on the laws that protect
Andre Keet, a well-known scholar
1995 by the South African government,
them in the South African democratic
who serves as chair of South Africa’s
is charged with promoting respect for
constitution.
Ministerial Oversight Committee for the
and a culture of human rights while
“We visit farm dwellers and workers to Transformation of Public Universities
monitoring the observance of such
inform them of their rights, as they are
and as a member of the Council for
rights in the country.
often the most exploited and marginalHigher Education.
At the commission, Morojele and her
ized in our society,” she said.
Morojele first worked with Keet as a
team handle a wide range of rights vioShe also follows up after the commisresearch assistant at the Institute for
lations being experienced by citizens—
sion makes a finding in an investigation
Reconciliation and Social Justice, where
from discriminatory labor practices to
about a violation. “I have to ensure that
they partnered on research on human
the inability to access water.
the commission’s recommendations are
rights education.
The commission also challenges evadhered to by the respondent.”
“Professor Keet has influenced how I
eryday acts of discrimination, bigotry
In addition to outreach, Morojele conapproach education and advocacy,” she
and racism. For instance, it recently met ducts research, including on socioecosaid. “I try to ensure that people and
with the company H&M, which manunomic rights.
communities understand that human
factured hoodies featuring a black boy
rights, in essence, is not about dictatwith the words “Coolest Monkey in the
ing to people who they are and how to
Access to higher education
Jungle.” (The hoodies have since been
live their lives. But that all people have
taken off the market.)
The focus of her scholarship as a doca right to be full and complete actualWhile Morojele cannot talk about spe- toral student is equal access to and
ized members of society, regardless
cific violations she personally handles
transformation of higher education
of their social markers and positions,
due to privacy issues, people continue to institutions.
and that they have a right to challenge
report violations every day, she said, inStudents are so frustrated by the slow those systems, bodies and ideas that vidicating the pressing need for social jus- pace of transformation and lack of acolate and diminish their humanity and
tice efforts to continue.
cess, including institutionalized finanright to be self-determining.”
In January 2018, for example, the
cial exclusion, that they have resorted to
Keet commends Morojele for her pascommission reported an uptick of
protesting against both universities and sion and dedication.
complaints; 9,000 were registered
the state, she said.
“Naleli has been a crucial member of
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the team studying student activism in
learning at the center, recalls Morojele
universities to provide ways for renewed as a “vibrantly creative, deeply perthinking and doing work to advance insonable and incredibly passionate”
clusivity in the system,” he said.
student.
Keet described Morojele as a hard
“Naleli showed herself to be thoughtworker who goes the extra mile (or kilo- ful, invested in the learning process, in
meter): She is known to cancel weekend listening, and in sharing her own expetrips to complete her work and recently rience and knowledge,” Williams said.
took it upon herself to translate materi- “Naleli did everything from making flyal into one of the local
ers and co-organizing women’s lunchlanguages, he said.
es to greeting speakers and connecting
students across identities and communities. No task was ever too small or too
Impact at Wheaton
big for her to take on.”
Morojele’s commitment to social justice,
Morojele spent six months organizing
equality and feminism stretches back to a women and gender conference titled
her time as a student at Wheaton.
“We Are Wheaton” in spring 2009. This
She was a member of the AIDS
one-day event drew students, staff, facPrevention Club, and she researched
ulty and alumni to engage in dialogue on
the lives of women guerrilla fighters
issues affecting women and gender on
in Mexico and South Africa for her
a global scale and also at Wheaton, acsenior thesis.
cording to Williams.
She also made an impact as a stu“Naleli’s dedication to engaging with
dent intern at the Marshall Center for
the complex nature of what it means
Intercultural Learning.
to be female across culture, nationEbony Williams, who then served as
ality, race, religion and all other asprogram coordinator for intercultural
pects of identity at their intersections is

incredibly powerful as she embodies a
feminist philosophy in her work and everyday life,” Williams said.
For all of her efforts, Morojele received the Weiss Women’s Leadership
Award, given to students who demonstrate outstanding qualities that would
make them great leaders.

Forward-facing
As Morojele balances her
doctoral work and officer role at
the South African Human Rights
Commission, she continues to follow
her calling to be a voice of justice in a
changing South Africa.
She ultimately wants to return to fulltime academia, where she feels she can
make the greatest impact.
“I enjoy supervising other research
students, conducting research and producing knowledge that has the potential
to be liberating,” she said. “I also hope to
be able to take what I am learning now
and use it to begin to influence national
and international policies.”
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Do’s of a docent

At the National Gallery of Art, Pickett
Davis Randolph ’60 stood beside the iconic 18th century painting “Watson and
the Shark” by American painter John
Singleton Copley.
The painting, in lurid detail, depicts
the rescue of a child from a shark attack.
Rescuers packed in a small boat scramble
to save the naked boy, and there is an ominous hint of blood in the water.
Sitting cross-legged on the floor, a group
of children study the painting. It conjures from them plenty of questions: Is
that a girl or boy? Why
“We have
doesn’t he have on a
to know a
swimsuit? What is that
red stuff in the water?
lot about
One restless child asks:
each work of
What time do we eat?
art. Oh, and
Luckily, Randolph
is
there
to help anthe marble
swer all of their quesfloors are
tions. The Wheaton
unforgiving.” alumna explains that
the painting shows the
Pickett Davis
rescue of 14-year-old
Randolph ’60
English teenager Brook
Watson from Cuba’s Havana Harbor. The
boy lost his leg in the attack but survived
when the rescuers were able to pull him
free on their third attempt. Brook Watson
ended up becoming the mayor of London.
Randolph, who graduated from
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in history, has served as a docent for 25 years.
During that time, she has shared her love
of the arts with hundreds of children touring the museum in Washington, D.C.
In 1993, she learned that the national gallery was looking for docents. At the
time, Randolph was set to retire from a career at the CIA—a career she had started
years ago as a new Wheaton graduate. At
the CIA, her first position was stenographer, but eventually she became a training
officer, an instructional role that involved
speaking in front of diverse groups.
“I had visited the NGA many times, and I
loved to teach so it seemed interesting. My
interview was amusing: The questions were
not about my teaching ability or knowledge
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Pickett Davis Randolph ’60 teaches children about the painting “Watson and the Shark.”

of art, but the origin of my name Pickett. I
said I’d only had one art class [senior year at
Wheaton] but could learn and could teach,”
said Pickett, who earned her master’s degree in national security affairs from the
Naval War College. (She was the first CIA
woman to attend Naval War College.)
The job involves more than just standing in front of a work of art and talking
about it, she said. “We have to know a lot
about each work of art. Oh, and the marble floors are unforgiving. Thank goodness for orthotics.”
When talking about one of her favorite pieces at the museum, Leonardo da

Vinci’s “Ginevra de’ Benci,” Randolph describes what it was like to be a woman
during the Renaissance. (The painting is
of a 15th century Florentine aristocrat.)
She also shares that this is the only work
by da Vinci in the Western Hemisphere.
She confesses a little-known fact about
being a docent: “The work is much harder
than expected—intellectually and physically,” she said.
But the effort, and the slippery floors,
are worth it: “My favorite part is a hug
from a child, or parent thanking me for a
wonderful tour.”
—Laura Pedulli

On a foggy day at the LIGO Hanford, Patrick Thomas ’02 stands on an overpass above a beam tube, or interferometer, which separates a beam of light into
two rays, and brings them together to produce interference used to measure wavelength, index of refraction and astronomical distance.

Nobel pursuit
Patrick Thomas ’02—an operations specialist at the Laser Interferometer
Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO)
Laboratory in Washington state—is working on research that won a Nobel Prize in
Physics. His involvement links back to a
connection first made at Wheaton.
Thomas was exposed to the work of the
LIGO project—a collaboration among the
California Institute of Technology, the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
and other institutions—when Michael
Zucker, a LIGO systems scientist, gave
a talk to Wheaton’s Society of Physics
Students chapter. A short time later,
Professor of Physics Xuesheng Chen asked
Thomas if he would be interested in a
summer position at the LIGO site at MIT,
and he seized the opportunity.
He interned there for three summers
during his college career, working on various projects: programming an application
to acquire data from a seismometer to
identify sources of periodic noise; studying the scatter of laser light from photodiodes (a semiconductor device that converts light into an electric current); and

building and installing a small computing
cluster, or group of computers that work
together as a single system.
“I got the chance to meet a lot of great
people, including a number of very
friendly and helpful graduate students.
This experience played a large role in
my application to join the project again
later,” said Thomas, who has worked at
the LIGO Hanford located in Richland,
Wash., and operated by the California
Institute of Technology, for more than 10
years.
His fascination with physics fuels his
work at the LIGO Laboratory, which won
the Nobel Prize in Physics for detecting gravitational waves for the first time.
The waves—predicted by Albert Einstein
more than 100 years ago—were created
by a collision between two black holes.
Thomas, who is among the co-authors
listed on the paper announcing this discovery, said his excitement is not related
as much to the verification of Einstein’s
prediction—as this had been confirmed
to some degree by less direct means prior
to the detection—but on the use of the

instrument to study the universe through
a radically different medium.
“We now have an entirely unique form
of observatory with the ability to provide
a view on the cosmos unobtainable by any
other means,” he said. “I look forward the
most to finding the unexpected.”
As an operations specialist, he maintains equipment that acquires data during “observational runs,” when the detectors actively monitor gravitational
waves. He also works with the computing group—in particular around interfacing various instruments to the LIGO control system.
Chen, who remains in touch with
Thomas, said that his accomplishment is
one that reflects the unending potential of
Wheaton students to make their mark.
“Wheaton should be very proud of his
accomplishment,” Chen said. “This also
shows that Wheaton’s geographical advantage, being near the major research universities in the greater Boston area, provides our students with a lot of great opportunities beyond the Wheaton campus.”
—Laura Pedulli
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Matchmaking
for good

Ana Brenescoto ’15, mentor center coordinator at On Common Ground in Attleboro,
Mass., knows how to help a struggling
person succeed: focus on their goals and
cultivate their strengths.
“People in poverty are always dealing with what is happening now; they
are worried about what they are going to
eat tomorrow. In that mode, they never
get to make plans for the future,” said
Brenescoto, who matches adults experiencing poverty with volunteers.
For example, she often asks mentees
where they imagine themselves in five
years. One mentee dreamed of operating a
food truck but was struggling to find reliable housing.
“We help bridge that gap between where
they are now and where they want to be,”
she said.
Brenescoto, who joined On Common
Ground in May 2015, works with volunteers who mentor adults to improve professional and life skills, including interviewing techniques and budgeting.
Since she began, the organization has
increased the number of active matches
from 17 to 37.
“It’s empowering to the individual looking for help, for the mentors offering the
help and to the community when we can
work on problems together,” she said.
As a Wheaton alum, Brenescoto, a sociology major, said she felt prepared for
her role. She nurtured interests in public
health, poverty and gender.
Her sophomore year she studied in
Bhutan, where she worked in a shelter with women struggling to overcome
drug abuse.
“It was life-changing. I experienced
everything from sitting next to the king
of Bhutan to chopping vegetables at a
farm with a family,” she said.
Brenescoto designed her senior thesis
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Ana Brenescoto ’15, mentor center coordinator at On Common Ground, right, listens during a
meeting with Congressman Joe Kennedy, executive director Pam Bliss and a volunteer.

Ana Brenescoto ’15

around a summer internship in Cape
Town, South Africa, where she, as a
Davis International Fellow, worked with
women who have HIV/AIDS. She taught
them jewelry making (a passion of hers
since age 12).
“These women’s main concern in life
was not living with HIV, but dealing with
basic needs,” she said.
She also worked with Professor of
Sociology Hyun Kim, who helped her
develop her independent study.

“Ana was absolutely fantastic because she
was so motivated and
passionate. She did a
great job in identifying
scholarly publications
that she wanted to read
and learn about,” Kim
said. “Weekly, she read
new material and discussed with me the theories, concepts, problems, interesting examples and public issues.
Through this one-onone, she became very
knowledgeable on problems faced by the poor,
especially about their
health struggles.”
Kim, a board member at On Common
Ground, said Brenescoto’s charisma and
caring nature helped her land the job.
“Working with vulnerable people living
on the margins takes patience, empathy,
mentoring and resourcefulness. Ana is
super in all these aspects,” Kim said.
Brenescoto said someday she would like
to work at the legislative level to advocate
for the disenfranchised.
—Laura Pedulli

Asher Trout ’17 in the editing room at ION Television, where he produces episode summaries for “Blue Bloods” and other shows

A pro at promos

Asher Trout ’17 produces teasers for ION Television shows
Asher Trout ’17 spends his days watching
television. But he’s no couch potato.
As producer, video editor and writer
at ION Television in Clearwater, Fla., he
carefully scrutinizes episodes of shows,
including “Criminal Minds” and “Law &
Order: Special Victims Unit,” and creates
promos that help drive viewership.
The work involves identifying the
shows’ major themes to write scripts for
individual episode summaries, image
spots for shows and network promos. He
also edits the promos for all content aired
at the network and sometimes visits the
sets as part of his job.
“I most enjoy the freedom to create
through my editing,” said Trout, who
double majored in film and new media
studies and anthropology at Wheaton.
“Working with voiceover artists, our inhouse sound engineers and the graphics
team allows me to produce the highest
quality promos possible.”
He said he has learned a lot about the
entertainment industry and professional
editing workflow. “Plus, it’s very exciting

to see work I’ve made on national television,” he said.
Trout always has been interested in
film, but it wasn’t until taking the course
“Intro to New Media Studies” at Wheaton
that he began considering a career in
filmmaking.
Coursework in both anthropology and
film and new media studies paved the
path to his current role, he said.
“My classes with professors Josh
Stenger, Talitha Espiritu and Patrick
Johnson were hugely influential in helping me prepare for a career in filmmaking. My anthropology classes with professors Gabriela Torres, Bruce Owens
and Donna Kerner were equally helpful.
“Anthropology taught me a lot about
analyzing stories, finding themes and in
a lot of ways it improved my storytelling
abilities as much as my film classes did.”
Professor Johnson described Trout as
a focused and self-motivated student who
produced high-quality work.
“While enrolled in my ‘Digital
Editing’ course, he took the initiative

to enter the American Cinema Editors’
competition, which challenged students to edit a scene from the television show ‘Nashville,’” Johnson said.
“Asher must have produced nearly a
dozen drafts of the scene, refining
his edit until every story beat was
optimal. His efforts paid off, as he won
third place and was invited to attend
the Eddie Awards in Los Angeles, the
‘Oscars of Editing.’”
For his senior seminar, Trout used advanced techniques in After Effects, a digital editing software, to produce an original marketing campaign for the clothing
brand Prime Life.
As a student, Trout also received a
scholarship for a summer internship at
Story Tank Media in Portland, Ore., which
helped him land the job at ION Television.
His long-term aspiration? Edit a horror
or thriller film. “As an editor, those genres
are the most dependent on strong and experimental editing to be effective.”
—Laura Pedulli
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Above,
Patricia “Pat”
Sweeting ’77
rides a camel in
the Moroccan
desert. “There
is nothing like
seeing the
sunset on a
Saharan sand
dune,” she
said.
Left,
Christopher
“Chris” Allan
’92 traveled to
PyeongChang,
South
Korea, as a
lead sound
engineer for
the Winter
Olympics in
February. See
more, Page 40
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Kristina “Nina” Chapman Blin ’95 has seen the world, thanks to a
career in teaching at international schools. Read more, Page 41

Guess who is featured in a recent issue of Entrepreneur magazine?
See more, Page 43

Need help submitting your Class
Notes or photos? Page 38

Victory at
the polls

Two Wheaton alumni—mother-and-son duo
Deborah “Deb” Roselli Kelly ’86 and Joshua
Kelly ’17—both won in their respective races
for seats in the Waterford, Conn., municipal
government on Nov. 7, 2017.
The candidates ran as part of the
Waterford Green Party, which Joshua founded in 2013. Both won in a landslide and were
the highest vote-getters in their respective
races, with Joshua securing a seat in the
Representative Town Meeting and Deb winning a spot on the Board of Education.
Waterford’s 2017 municipal elections were
highly contested, with more than 50 candidates—including nine candidates of the
Waterford Green Party—vying for open
seats. Joshua, a political science major, won
the Green Party’s first election while he was
a Wheaton student in 2015.
—Laura Pedulli
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Did your contact
information change?

Report changes of address and
email to Alumni Relations at 508286-8207 or alum@wheatoncollege.edu.

Looking to volunteer?

Contact our Alumni Relations
Office to get involved at 508-2868207.

Is your class year missing
and you have news to share?
Contact us at quarterly@
wheatoncollege.edu and we will
put you in touch with your class
secretary.

For class secretaries: How to
submit Class Notes
By email: Submit Class Notes to
quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu.
Include your class year in the
subject line (e.g., “Class Notes,
2001.”) Also, we accept Class
Notes by snail mail:
Class Notes
Wheaton Magazine
Wheaton College
Norton, MA 02766

Deadlines

Summer: April 4, 2018
Fall: July 2, 2018
Winter: Sept. 27, 2018
Spring: Jan. 9, 2019

Photos

To submit digital photos (preferred), email them as an attachment to quarterly@wheatoncollege.edu. For full guidelines, visit
wheatoncollege.edu/wheatonmagazine/submitting-digitalimages. Mail photographic prints
(at least 4x6 inches in size) to the
address above. Please sendcopies
only; we cannot return photos.
For all photos, supply a brief
description of the event and all
the names and class years of the
alumni in the picture.
Please note: The photos you
send in must be sharp and clear.
Photos that are out of focus, or
that have harsh shadows, overexposed areas or “red-eyed” subjects, may not be usable. Often we
receive more photos than we can
use in any one issue. When this
happens, we will select photos
that represent a variety of class
years and timely events.
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Taking off

Alaska Airlines flight attendant Tani Clinchard Erickson ’65 laughs with players on the University of Washington’s basketball team, the Huskies, on a flight
to Los Angeles. Erickson shared her story, and its many detours: “Flight attendants were glorious creatures in the 1960s, and I longed to be a ‘stewardess.’
After college, Capital Airways hired me to fly charters to Europe, but I only
worked for a few months until I was married. For most of my life, I worked in
Seattle copywriting, event-planning, marketing and advertising. It never occurred to me that I could still work as a flight attendant until a neighbor,
working for Alaska Airlines, shared with me that airlines now welcome ‘older
people.’ Alaska Airlines hired me at age 64, when most people are ‘fixing to retire.’ April 27 marks my 10th anniversary. I’ve flown all over the U.S., Canada
and Mexico. On layovers, I’ve ridden horses on the beach in Cabo, Mexico,
hiked the mountains of Juneau, Alaska (saw a bear!), danced to live blues in
Austin, Texas, tasted alligator in New Orleans, caught the Boston symphony—
and, of course, visited art museums in every city.”

Steward of
history
Retired teacher Andrea Hurd
Burns ’59 can trace her lifelong interest in historic preservation to
the moment she first walked on
the Wheaton campus.
“It was a gloomy, gray day when
my mother and I visited Wheaton.
Through the mist, there was a stark
linear feeling about the buildings,
and I liked the classical lines and
feeling of permanence,” she said.
Burns said this impression,
and the authentic sense of place
at Wheaton, fueled a passion
for preservation that continues
through today.
Burns received the Downtown
Visionary Award from Maine
Downtown Center in September
2017. Her work entailed promoting the town of Norway, Maine,
as a cultural, commercial and
recreational center, and raising

awareness of the value of the
area’s historic buildings and
architecture.
The Maine Downtown Center
works to drive sustainable, longterm economic growth to Maine
by empowering leaders, strengthening communities and guiding
public policy with economic research. “Andrea Burns is best
described as ‘all heart.’ She galvanizes volunteers around community causes. She is the unabashed
voice in the room reiterating why
quality of place matters,” according to the center’s statement on
her award.
One project important to
Burns involved the Gingerbread
House, an 1850s-era home iconic to Norway. As president of economic development organization
Norway Downtown, she helped

BREWSTER BURNS, BREWSTER’S PHOTOS

save the locally beloved house
from demolition.
In addition to Norway
Downtown, Burns has served
on the boards of the Maine
Community Foundation’s Oxford
County Fund, McLaughlin
Garden and Homestead, Maine
Preservation and Western Maine
Health.
Burns received her bachelor’s
degree in European history from
Wheaton and worked for the Essex
Institute (currently called the
Peabody Essex Museum) in Salem,
Mass., before embarking on a 25year career as a teacher at the
Mildred M. Fox School in South
Paris, Maine. She received the
Outstanding Teacher Award during her tenure.
— Laura Pedulli
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Olympic sound
Behind the sounds of victory and
defeat at the Winter Olympics
in PyeongChang, South Korea:
Wheaton’s very own Christopher
“Chris” Allan ’92.
The alum traveled across the globe
to serve as NBC’s lead audio mixer
for the Olympics telecast at the
Gangneung Ice Arena. Allan, who majored in history at Wheaton, was responsible for the broadcast sound
for the men’s, women’s, pairs and ice
dancing figure skating events, as well
as the short track speedskating event.
His wife, Patricia “Patti” Harrington
Allan ’95—a studio art major at
Wheaton who currently serves as marketing director for Alantra—penned
a story in the Hometown Weekly of
Medfield, Mass., about her husband’s
latest adventure and his first foray into
working at the Olympics.
According to her story, Chris worked
up to 20 hours per day. Days when speedskating and figure skating both aired at the
same time were especially challenging and long. Chris stayed
at the Media Village, which was
a 20-minute bus ride away from
the ice arena.
“This year, we embedded special microphones in the ice to
pick up the sounds from the
blades. It’s a balancing act,”
Allan said in the article. “I have
to mix the right levels for the
ice sounds, the crowd noise, the
music selections and the commentators when preparing the
final sound you hear on air, but
we are receiving great feedback from NBC as well as the
Twitterverse.”
One of the highlights of the
gig? Getting to “bedazzle” the
headsets and microphones used
by skating commentators Tara
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Lipinski and Johnny Weir. (He even managed a photo with the two.)
“This is a lifelong dream, working at the
Olympics,” said Allan, a freelance audio
engineer whose clients include Kraft

Sports Productions, the television network of the Patriots, and ESPN.
Back in Massachusetts, Patti said having Chris in South Korea made it easier
to persuade their children (ages 9 and 5)
to watch the Olympics at night.
“They would always ask if we
were watching ‘Daddy’s show,’”
she said.
For her, experiencing the
Olympics is not only about
watching the sports, but listening. “I really think hearing
the skaters’ blades as they skim
across the ice adds so much to
the performance. It’s almost
like you are there,” she said.
This is not the only time Chris
has traveled abroad for his profession. In his current role as
lead traveling audio mixer for
the U.S. Major League Soccer
through ESPN, he has worked
in several countries. He won an
Emmy for the 2010 World Cup
broadcast in South Africa.
— Laura Pedulli

Teaching the world
A career in teaching is a passport to world
travel. Case in point: Kristina “Nina”
Chapman Blin ’95, who has lived and
taught in international schools in eight
countries for more than 20 years, including China, Colombia, Georgia, the
Netherlands and Portugal.
Blin graduated from Wheaton with a
bachelor’s degree in history and minor
in elementary education. After working briefly at a Montessori preschool in
her hometown, Portland, Ore., she found
her first full-time teaching position in St.
Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Islands. This
job became the first of several positions
that have transported her to classrooms
around the world.
As a global educator, “Each day is an adventure,” she said. “I never really know
what is going to happen.”
For example, she has led three-day field
trips to the Pyramids in Giza and the
Valley of the Kings in Egypt. She also witnessed the 2011 revolution in Cairo. She
added, “I have been kicked off a train in
the middle of the night; stuck on the side
of a mountain and denied shelter at a police station when I was pregnant; and
stuck on an airplane with a woman who
died before takeoff during the outbreak
of the swine flu in Egypt.
Blin, who has a master’s degree in education, specializes in teaching at international schools, which are private, coeducational institutions, she said.
Many of the students have parents who
work at embassies, military bases, NGOs
and within private business operations.
“I have met some amazing people. Most of them were fellow teachers,
but also other expats. The students I
have had over the years have come from
all parts of the world, and I have taught
students from more than 20 nationalities,” said Blin.
She said the liberal arts experience at
Wheaton prepared her well for her career in education overseas. Her history
classes, in particular with Professor Paul
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Helmreich, exposed her to world culture
and geography.
“When I travel now, I remember learning the map of Europe in his class,
which seemed hard at the time—so
many countries, cities, rivers and bodies of water. But now I have traveled to
many of them,” she said.

Her minor in elementary education
helped prepare her for a career in front of
the class, she said. In particular, Professor
of Education Vicki Bartolini was of great
support to her, offering her constructive
feedback after observing her teach in a
local Attleboro, Mass., school.
“As a student teacher, Nina was receptive and open to constructive feedback
after observations in the field. This is
likely a trait that other employers recognized and appreciated in her very interesting professional life since Wheaton,”
Bartolini said. “This juggling of her liberal arts education with the requirements
of a professional license required maturity, focus and commitment to succeed—all
attributes that, I’m sure, have contributed to her success.”
—Laura Pedulli
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A scholar in Brazil
Samuel Hickson ’17 is passionate about both teaching
English as a second language
and performance arts.
The alumnus is doing both as
a Fulbright Scholar in Brazil—
where he serves as an English
teaching assistant to undergraduate university students
and volunteer with performance artists.
“Working as an English
teaching assistant in Brazil
is an exciting prospect that
brings together my interest
in teaching and my enthusiasm for language learning and
cultural immersion,” Hickson
said. “When not working with
my students inside and outside the classroom, I experience Brazilian culture as a volunteer within its street performance culture.”
As a double major in
Hispanic Studies and
Theatre and Dance Studies at
Wheaton, Hickson has honed
his abilities in language learning and performance arts.
In the classroom, he developed his competency in
Spanish—from grammar
classes to more specialized
courses in Latin and South
American history and literature. His senior year, he
took the course “Voyages,
Navigations and Shipwrecks”
with Domingo Ledezma, associate professor of Hispanic
studies, in which he learned
the history of the Amazon
through primary texts, explorer logs and the use of virtual reality software.
In addition, he studied
abroad in Granada, Spain,
and spent one summer volunteering as a classroom assistant in Guatemala as a Davis
International Fellow.
In the realm of performance
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arts, Hickson performed with
the Wheaton improv group The
Dimple Divers, and was a member of the theater department,
acting in plays including “The
Servant of Two Masters” in
spring 2016.
He noted similarities between mastering a new language and his onstage antics.
“My experience in improvisational comedy at Wheaton
is a direct parallel to language
learning. You can learn so
much about what kind of person you are when you throw
yourself into situations that
force you to relinquish control,” he said. “What I have
learned both in theater and

in language
learning is my
best tool is to
look my partner in the eye.
Whether it’s a
scene partner
or someone
I’m speaking
to at the grocery store, I will feel and understand them more fully if I
make eye contact.”
Following his Fulbright—
which runs from February to
November 2018—Hickson plans
to teach English to English language learners in the Boston
area. He notes that Boston has a
high concentration of Brazilian

immigrants,
thus learning
Portuguese in
Brazil would better prepare him
to connect more
personally with
this population.
“The opportunity to gain
experience as an ESL teacher, while building upon my
own language skills, is invaluable to me and builds the
foundation for future work
with Spanish and Portuguesespeaking immigrant communities,” Hickson said.
—Laura Pedulli

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.
Anoushka Agrawal ’20

She is a double major in psychology
and economics interested in
exploring behavioral economics.
Anoushka is not yet sure where this
will take her, but she is preparing
for a great future through field
work and research with her
psychology professor. A
Wheaton scholarship
creates possibilities.

Give to the Wheaton Fund today to
support the dreams of tomorrow.
Go online to learn more about how your support creates
opportunities for Anoushka and other students.
wheatoncollege.edu/giving

Dressing for success

Sam Sisakthi ’05, founder and CEO of
UsTrendy—one of the largest independent fashion websites in the world—understands the correlation between fashion and empowerment.
Entrepreneur Magazine, The Boston
Globe, “Good Morning America” and
“Today Style” (produced by “The Today
Show”) all have recently featured Sisakthi
for his accomplishments at UsTrendy.
His nonprofit organization, The Believe
in Yourself Project, also has received recognition for its work to provide brandnew, unworn designer dresses to young
women to build their confidence and promote advancement in their lives.
Many teenage girls face unobtainable
social standards placed upon them that
are not only unhealthy, but unaffordable;
the project seeks to reverse some of the
negative messages into positivity and encouragement, according to Sisakthi.
He told “Today Style” that he has distributed thousands of dresses to girls
ages 11 to 19.
“The appreciation on the girls’ faces was
incredible. A lot of them said they’d never
had a new item before. And they were really just excited and [said] they had the confidence now to go to their first dance,” he said.

Sam Sisakthi ’05 on “Good Morning America”

The alum, who graduated from
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in economics and received an M.B.A. from
Brandeis International Business School,
launched UsTrendy in 2008 and The
Believe in Yourself Project in 2017.
As a successful entrepreneur, he has
received numerous accolades, including Boston Magazine’s Most Promising
Innovator; Mass High Tech’s Next

Generation of Entrepreneur; and Internet
Retailer’s Top 10 Most Effective Social
Media Marketers. Sisakthi also was listed on the Power 30 under 30 list, which
includes the 30 most influential people in
sports, media or business.
—Laura Pedulli
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IN MEMORIAM
1937

D. “Arlene” Croome, 102, died
on February 6. She graduated from Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in arts. She lived and
taught school in Middleborough,
Mass. She also lived in East
Providence, R.I., and Santa
Maria, Calif. She was a member of the American Association
of University Women and a volunteer for Meals on Wheels and
Friends of the Library as well as
her local church.

1938

Mary Owen Luke, 100, died on
June 10, 2017, in Auburn, Maine.
She was employed as a teacher’s aide and substitute teacher
in the Bath, Maine, schools. She
also volunteered at the Maine
Maritime Museum and was a
member of the Grace Episcopal
Church.

1940

Lois Dyer Pascal died on Nov.
7, 2017. Lois graduated from
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in French. Following graduation, she was employed in New
York City as a foreign correspondent. Lois was married to Donald
Pascal, who died in 2013. She enjoyed golf, tennis, hiking, birdwatching and world travel.

1943

Marion Bayette Lindsley died
on February 14. After graduation,
she married Earle Lindsley and
they built their home in Monroe,
Conn., where she lived the remainder of her life. She was employed at the Warnaco Group
and General Electric. Marion volunteered with the Girls Scouts
Connecticut Trails Council and
the Monroe Historical Society.
She sang in the church choir,
led the youth group and directed many plays. She loved
bird-watching, sewing and
crewelwork.

1949

Donna Ford Hartman, 89, died
in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 16,
2017. A native of Haddonfield,
N.J., she accompanied her husband to his post as ambassador
to France (1977–1981) and to the
Soviet Union (1981–1987). While
in Washington, she worked
as an English teacher at the
Washington School of Ballet and
as a garden designer.
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1950

Ellen Sowles Cron, 90, of
Sudbury, Mass., died on Nov.
11, 2017. She graduated from
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in sociology. She enjoyed
traveling, playing bridge and
games, and volunteered with
Buddy Dog Humane Society,
Earth Decade Committee,
Sudbury Historic Commission,
Goodnow Library, Sudbury
Senior Center, Sudbury
Women’s Club, Sudbury Valley
Trustees and the Memorial
Congregational Church.
Marilyn Weiland Klein, 89, of
Washington, D.C., a transportation and architecture expert
who worked for the Council of
Environmental Quality and the
Federal Railroad Administration,
died on Oct. 12, 2017. She was active in arts and education after
retiring from the government,
and taught for many years at
what is now the Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute. She also
was an involved member of the
Cosmos Club, and coordinated
many of the club’s social and political events. Marilyn was coauthor of “Clues to American
Architecture,” which sold more
than 60,000 copies.
Ellen Ordway, 90, died on
February 20 at West Wind
Village in Morris, Minn. After
graduating from Wheaton with a
bachelor’s degree in biology, she
obtained a master’s degree from
Cornell University and a Ph.D.
from the University of Kansas.
She was a field assistant at the
New York Zoological Society’s experimental station in Brazil. In
1965, Ellen joined the faculty of
the Biology Department at the
University of Minnesota/Morris,
became a professor in 1997 and
retired in 2005. She specialized
in the study of bees and traveled
extensively abroad.
Joyce Merrick Terrell died
on Sept. 26, 2017, in Coupeville,
Wash. She graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in psychology
from Wheaton. Joyce was a master gardener and a member of
the Oak Harbor Garden Club for
more than 30 years.

1952

Anne Nordling Long, 87, formerly of Madison, N.J., and New
Vernon, N.J., passed away on
February 19. She graduated from

Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in government. She married
William Long and together they
raised five children, traveled the
seven continents, entertained
friends, took culinary courses in
the United States and Italy and
enjoyed time with their children
and grandchildren.
Priscilla “Percy” Lindsay
Webb died in Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada, on January 5. She was
married to Peter Webb. She
worked at the Art Gallery of
Ontario, starting on the junior
women’s committee and eventually taking the role of director of
the education department and
leader of art tours to Japan, Italy
and the Canadian Arctic. She
had a second career as a master landscaper. In later years,
she served as a docent for the
Shaw Festival and was an active
member of St. Mark’s Anglican
Church in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

1954

Isabel Levy Himelhoch, 85,
died on February 3 in Southfield,
Mich. She received her bachelor’s degree in music theory and
composition from Wheaton and
completed her graduate studies at Harvard University. She
also studied at the New England
Conservatory of Music in
Boston. Isabel helped found the
music department at Michigan
State University-Oakland, now
Oakland University, where she
taught basic harmony, music
appreciation and directed
both the glee club and chorale.
Additionally, she taught and directed several productions at
the Cranbrook Summer Theater
School and contributed to plays
and musicals at St. Dunstan’s, the
Village Players of Birmingham
and the Pinckney Players.
Roxanna Hammel Michener
died on May 22, 2017. She was
married to William Michener for
62 years.
Carol Kirkman Park, 84, died
on Dec. 11, 2017, in Placida, Fla.

1956

Carol Rosenburg Freedman of
Princeton, N.J., 83, died on Dec.
12, 2017. She graduated from
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in government. She married
her husband in 1956. Carol briefly worked in the retail business
in Chicago. Carol was involved

in many local organizations, and
she managed her husband’s ophthalmology practice.
Marilyn Greene Hague, 83, formerly of Redding, Conn., died
on January 16. After graduating
from Wheaton, she married Jay
Hague and was a teacher at New
Canaan Country School. She was
an active member of the First
Church of Christ Congregational,
where she sang in the choir and
served as a deacon. After leaving Redding, Marilyn lived in
Swarthmore, Pa., Seabrook
Island, S.C., and most recently
Denver. However, the place she
held most dear in her later years
was her summer cottage on
Capitol Island, Maine.
Wain Koch Maass, 83, died
on January 22 in Colchester,
Vt. Wain taught third grade at
Chester Andover Elementary
School in Chester, Vt., for 18
years. She served on the board
of the Whiting Library; was a
founding member of the Green
Mountain Festival Series; and
founded and helped organize
several nursery schools in and
around Cornwall, N.Y., including the Canterbury Presbyterian
Church Nursery School.
Ann Kirkpatrick Runnette, 83,
of Dorset, Vt., and Hilton Head,
S.C., died on Nov. 17, 2017, in her
home in South Carolina.

1957

Deborah Coles Taub, 82, died
on Dec. 10, 2017.

1960

Carol Hurley Burton died on
February 17. She graduated from
Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in English and was the business manager for the acapella
group, The Wheatones, and a student leader. When she graduated,
she moved to California, married
and had two daughters. She returned to Massachusetts before
moving to Virginia, where she
lived for 30 years.

1965

Margaret Schlichting Browne,
74, died on Nov. 30, 2017. She
graduated from Wheaton with
a bachelor’s degree in Spanish
and later received her M.A. from
Tufts University. She was a teacher in South Hadley, Winchester
and Bedford, Mass., elementary schools. She volunteered with

the Girl Scouts and the Bedford
Garden Club. She loved her
church, the Lutheran Church
of the Savior, in Bedford, Mass.,
where she was a member of the ladies guild, headed the altar guild,
taught Sunday school, was a member of the host and visitation
committee, and an Open Arms
Christian Preschool board member. She was married to Robert for
45 years.

1966

Elizabeth “Betty” Critchley
Childs, 73, died on Dec. 17, 2017.
After graduation, she worked for
the New England Home for Little
Wanderers, Blue Cross Blue
Shield, Boston, and B. Altman
and Co.
Patricia Stanton Cooley, 73, of
Downingtown, Pa., died on Nov.
20, 2017. Patricia was the past
president of the Interior Design
Society of Philadelphia and was
an accredited interior designer.

1968

Judith Goodstein Rome, 71,
of Dallas, Texas, died on Dec.
14, 2017. A master social worker, Judith was most proud of
her work at Legacy Counseling
Center, working with LGBT clients with HIV. Judith was an accomplished jewelry designer, an
activity she shared together with
her husband. Judith had great
love of the natural world and was
a lover of all creatures great and
small. A Renaissance woman,
Judith had a strong esthetic sense
that was developed through residing in Paris and Florence and a
love of art, music and literature.

1969

Susan Kixmiller DiMartino, 70,
died on Dec. 12, 2017. Susan lived
in Weston, Mass., for the past
32 years. Susan was director of
children’s ministries at Trinity
Church Copley Square. She was
involved in the Weston community and its schools, as well
as in Junior League of Boston
and the Boston Museum of Fine
Arts. She served on the boards of
Weston Educational Enrichment
Program, Rombas France and
Porto Alegre Brazil International
Student Exchange Program,
Connection Ecumenical Youth
Ministry for teens, Weston
Garden Club, Host Committee
for the celebration of Weston’s
300th Anniversary, and was a
Brownie and Girl Scout leader.

1970

Pamela Wrigley, 69, of
Washington, D.C., died on Jan. 19.
After graduating from Wheaton,
she earned her master’s degree from Middlebury College
in Vermont. Pamela dedicated
her professional career to teaching. She started in the Mission
District in San Francisco, where
she worked in a program helping
at-risk students earn their high
school diploma. She then moved
to Washington, D.C., where she
taught Spanish and coached volleyball for many years at The
Maret School. She connected with the Virginia Migrant
Education Program and began
working in migrant camps and
local school communities to improve the education of migrant
children throughout the state.
For the past two decades, Pamela

consulted with ESCORT educational services at SUNY Oneonta,
training hundreds of teachers
along the Eastern Seaboard and
beyond in best practices for migrant education. Her publications providing guidance for
mainstream teachers of migrant
education continue to be used
widely in the field.

1972

Anne McLaughlin Wagner died
on Dec. 22, 2017. Anne graduated from Wheaton with a bachelor’s degree in English. She then
moved to New York City, where
she worked as an editing manager at McGraw Hill, and later with
Barron’s Review. She eventually moved back to Pawling, N.Y.,
where she was working as an independent contractor. She was a
member of the Pawling Theater
Company, The Garden Club,
The Republican Committee,
The Historical Society and The
Shakespeare Committee. Anne
spent many summers directing the children’s plays and the
school year coaching varsity
cheerleaders and directing high
school plays. She married husband James Wagner in June 1985
and they had two children.

1977

Tracy Tirrell, 62, died in
Marblehead, Mass., on Nov. 29,
2017. Tracy worked for many years
at Marblehead High School in an
administrative capacity.

1993

2001

Robert “Rob” Tyson, 40, longtime resident of New Haven,
Conn., died on Dec. 2, 2017.
Rob is a 2008 graduate of the
Connecticut Police Academy.
He was a sergeant with the
Department of Motor Vehicles
and previously worked as a gym
teacher at Amistad Academy.

Relatives

1953 Richard Marshall, husband
of Joan Webber Marshall, in
October 2017
1962 Hyman Hirsch, husband of
Joselynn Kaswinkel Van Siclen,
in November 2017
1969 Thomas Ford, husband of
Nancy Holbert Ford, in May 2017
1972 Joseph Churchill, husband
of Joyce Gregory Churchill, in
November 2017
1977 David Guernsey, father of
Lucie Guernsey Kleinhans, in
January 2018
1979 Carol Rosenburg Freedman,
mother of Emily Freedman
Stollar, in December 2017
1981 Carol Rosenburg Freedman,
mother of Tizzy Freedman
Bannister, in December 2017
1983 Carol Rosenburg
Freedman, mother of Eleanor
“Ellie” Freedman Deardorff, in
December 2017
1983 Carol Kirkman Park, mother of Susan Trimble Osborne, in
December 2017
2007 Robin Ellicott, mother of
Stanley Ellicott, in April 2017

Mark Levy, of Austin, Texas,
died on Nov. 25, 2017.
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Beyond the facade
Student curators
bring Mary Lyon
history to life

Mary Lyon Hall.
Big. Yellow. Iconic.
Everyone who has gone through
Wheaton is familiar with this building
that sits at the entryway to the campus.
But how much do they really know about
its past?
Soon the answer will be plenty, thanks
to Anne Tucker ’20 and Emma Wynne ’18.
They are curating an exhibition that will
bring to life the history of Mary Lyon Hall
with images and artifacts. There also will
be a wall honoring and celebrating alumni
and staff who have won awards from the
Alumni Board of Directors.
Visitors will be able to get a first look during Reunion Weekend, May 18 through 20.
Alumni Relations director Courtney
Shurtleff initiated the Mary Lyon history project last summer. She has been collaborating with Wynne and Tucker and
their work-study supervisors, Professor
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Leah Niederstadt and College Historian
Zephorene Stickney-Helmreich, as well as
Kate Boylan ’04, director of archives and
digital initiatives, and Mark Armstrong,
archivist and records manager.
“Mary Lyon Hall is used as a welcome
location during Reunion Weekend and
is also the first stop for many prospective students. We wanted to show them a
snapshot of our history and showcase the
evolution of the building,” said Shurtleff.
“To many alumni walking through the
doors, this is like coming home again.
What I’m most excited about is watching
alumni and guests’ reactions to the images and hearing what they remember about
the building.”
The two students have spent months conducting research, combing through archival documents and images, and planning
the display that will be on the first floor—
gaining professional skills in presentation,
communications and project management
along the way. Wynne is double majoring in
art history and German studies, and Tucker
is majoring in art history with a minor in
digital humanities.

Wheaton students Anne Tucker ’20, left, and
Emma Wynne ’18, are researching the history of
Mary Lyon Hall.

“We’re focusing on the uses of Mary
Lyon Hall over the years and how the
space has changed to accommodate that,”
said Wynne. “There will also be information about Mary Lyon herself and why the
building is named after her.”
The Greek Revival-style building was
constructed in 1849. Formerly known as
New Seminary Hall, it was renamed in
1910 in honor of Mary Lyon, a pioneer in
American education who was a consultant to the Wheaton family at the founding of the seminary and helped establish
the curriculum. It has served many uses
over the years, including as a library, art
studio, classroom, event space, gym and
science lab (sharks were once dissected there).
—Sandy Coleman
Come visit at Reunion to find out more, or
go online to Wheaton’s new college history
page at collegehistory.wheatoncollege.edu.
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PERSPECTIVE

My gift.
My way.

STEW MILNE

Nancy Hoadley Fryberger ’59
Retired teacher
2000 Buckingham Browne and Nichols School
Distinguished Service Award
Married to Richard Fryberger for 53 years

Attending Wheaton was, in some ways, a continuation
of my prior superb educational experience in a small,
caring community. We knew everyone, walked to school
together and were kindly but firmly encouraged and
challenged by our teachers. I love Wheaton, my friends,
and all the college did for me and is doing for others now.
Financial support of a very special place seems an obvious
way to help ensure the continuation of an innovative and
personal education. Dick and I are fortunate to be able
to help realize this goal. A charitable gift annuity is one
option that we have chosen, as well as contributing to
other initiatives. We feel good about our gift to future
students, who are preparing for the world and the
challenges ahead.

Your gift. Your way.
Learn how you can give for the future right now.

Call the Office of Gift Planning at 508-286-3459 or
visit online at giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Wheaton College, 26 E. Main Street, Norton, MA 02766 wheatoncollege.edu

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.
Siara Padilla ’17

Biology, theater double major
EMT, actress

Wheaton Fund supporter

Wheaton Fund
Your investment today inspires
the dreams of tomorrow.

Learn more at wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

Keith Nordstrom

“Wheaton supplied me with diverse
experiences and a large toolbox
of skills that allow me to pursue
anything I want. The students,
faculty and staff inspired me to
take on more and push myself to
succeed. I volunteer on behalf
of the Wheaton Fund because it
allows students to have an amazing
experience by funding speakers,
classes, scholarships and more.
Our support helps students realize
their full potential, enables them
to engage as global citizens and
provides opportunities to improve
the world.”

