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BETWEEN THE LINES

Behind the scenes

The start of the new academic 
year is always fun because we get 
to meet the new tenure-track fac-
ulty and write a story about them. 
Every single year, Wheaton seems 
to attract the smartest and most 
innovative thinkers around to add 
to the already established group 
of creative, hardworking and  
inspiring faculty members.

The challenge, of course, is 
how to feature the story in the 
magazine once again in an inter-
esting way. This year, we went 
bigger with our photo setup 
and transformed the Woolley 
Room in Mary Lyon Hall into a 

studio—employing lots of equip-
ment and some props. (We’re con-
tinuing to think about how to 
keep the magazine imagery engag-
ing and bold and shake up our  
approach to storytelling since  
refreshing the publication based 
on our reader survey.)

We thought you would like a lit-
tle peek behind just one scene of 
what goes into the work of high-
lighting all that is wonderful at 
Wheaton, so we’re sharing this 
photo of me in front of our setup. 
Check out the story about the new 
faculty on Page 9.

And speaking of behind the 

scenes, our cover story aims to re-
veal a bit about the Wheaton  
archives—some of the interesting 
items that you may not have seen 
before, the history of how the col-
lections came together, and an al-
um’s appreciation of our now re-
tired college archivist, Zephorene 
Stickney Helmreich, who helped 
to make the archives the educa-
tional powerhouse it is today. See 
Page 22.

Enjoy.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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@DHANNO

A legacy of creating change
So often, pivotal events depend upon the action of 
one person.

Consider one moment from the early 19th century. 
A young woman dies after a long illness and her 
grieving father plans to erect a marble monument 
in her honor. But his 25-year-old daughter-in-law 
proposes an alternative: a school that will offer 
advanced education to young women so that their 
lives and the lives of their families will be enriched. 

How fortunate for us all that Eliza 
Baylies Chapin Wheaton offered that idea 
and then devoted the remainder of her 
long life to nudging the school toward  
becoming the college it is today. She was 
Wheaton’s original changemaker, and 

her inspiration has 
transformed the 
lives of thousands 
of young women 
and men during the 
past 184 years. And 
they in turn have 
improved life for 
many more people 
through their work 
and their lives. 

Over the decades, Wheaton has been 
home to many changemakers, start-
ing with the pioneering women’s educa-
tor Mary Lyon, who designed Wheaton’s 
original curriculum and then went on to 
found Mount Holyoke College. Poet, lit-
erary editor and English professor Lucy 
Larcom inspired students in the class-
room and started The Rushlight, which 
has published works by generations 
of college students. Professors Bojan 
Jennings and Maud Marshall emphasized 
academic rigor and hands-on  
experimentation while building a 
chemistry program and men-
toring students who became 

accomplished scientists in their own 
right. 

And that tradition of innovators con-
tinues today. Professor of Psychology 
Michael Berg’s study of changing attitudes 
on smoking is identifying important new 
factors that can improve public health 
outreach and education. Professor of 
Anthropology Gabriela Torres’s work on 
the role that states play in sexual violence 
will be cited in an appellate court case on 
U.S. immigration policy. 

In the theater, faculty and students 
spotlight challenging questions that have 
inspired playwrights for millennia as well 

as controversies as current as yesterday’s 
headlines. One shining example: “What 
Happens When,” the play that Playwright-
in-Residence Charlotte Meehan wrote 
with students as part of an educational 
program to address the complex problem 
of sexual assault and misconduct on col-
lege campuses. 

The laboratories in the Mars Center 
for Science and Technology serve as ven-
ues for exploring questions that will 
have long-lasting impact, too. Associate 
Professor of Chemistry Thandi Buthelezi 
studies molecular interactions with 
broad applications in nanotechnology and 
other fields, while Professor of Geology 
Geoffrey Collins studies the evolution 
and current geological behavior on other 
planets in the solar system, shedding new 
perspective on our own planet Earth.  

The liberal arts education that 
Wheaton offers is a powerful force for 
creating positive change in our world. 
And our goal is to continue that tradition. 
We want to help young women and men 
develop innovative ideas to the big prob-
lems that we face, and we want to help 
them put those ideas into action now. 

The social innovation programs that 
Wheaton has launched over the past 
three years reflect the urgency with 
which we are working to better our world 
and strengthen the college. While these 
programs are new, they reflect underly-
ing values that are deeply embedded in 
Wheaton’s founding and its long history. 

The fact that one person with an idea 
brought all of us together as a commu-
nity dedicated to improving the world 
through education is a cause for wonder, 
for celebration and for inspiration.  

Dennis M. Hanno, 
president

Eliza Baylies 
Chapin Wheaton
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AROUND THE  DIMPLE

Science for all
New $1 million grant 
to support inclusive 
excellence
Wheaton has won a competitive $1 mil-
lion grant from the Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute (HHMI) to develop new 
approaches to science education that will 
enhance student engagement and  
improve learning outcomes.

The grant, which will provide support 
for planning and implementing new  
opportunities over a five-year period, will 
enable the college to launch the Wheaton 
Inclusive STEM Excellence (WISE) initia-
tive. The goal of the effort is to improve 
student outcomes through innovative 
campuswide programs, including profes-
sional development for faculty and the in-
troduction of new opportunities for stu-
dent engagement and leadership in sci-
ence, technology, engineering and mathe-
matics (STEM).

HHMI works to further basic biomed-
ical research and education. The grant 

award to Wheaton is part of a new pro-
gram launched by the institute to pro-
mote inclusive excellence in science edu-
cation for all students, most particularly 
for under-represented minority and first-
generation college students. More than 
900 colleges and universities applied to 
participate in the program; the institute 
awarded grants to 57 institutions—24 in 

2017 and 33 in 2018.
“Our goal is to improve the overall im-

pact of science education at Wheaton for 
all students as well as increase the col-
lege’s capacity for inclusive excellence 
campuswide,” said Associate Provost Meg 
Kirkpatrick, who will serve as program 
director for the WISE initiative.

—Michael Graca

Top 40
Wheaton has been named one of 
the top 40 liberal arts institutions 
in the country in the 2019 college 
rankings released by The Wall Street 
Journal and Times Higher Education. 

Award for innovation 
in education
Wheaton has been presented with the 
2018 Most Innovative Companies Award 
in the field of education by the Providence 
Business News. The award recognizes 
organizations and businesses that have 
implemented pioneering new strategies 
to fuel growth and success. 

Princeton Review: 
One of the best
Wheaton has been named one of the best 
colleges in the country by The Princeton 
Review, earning a spot in the 2019 college 
guide, “The Best 384 Colleges.” Wheaton 
also was named to two other Princeton 
Review lists, “Best Colleges: Region 
by Region—Northeastern” and “Best 
Colleges: Lots of Race/Class Interaction.” 
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Giving girls an 
up-close look at 
bioengineering
One prosthetic hand could 
unzip a backpack and work a 
combination lock. Another fea-
tured three different utensils 
that could be individually posi-
tioned for cooking. A third de-
sign would help an athlete who 
has disabilities to bump, set 
and serve a volleyball.

These were just a few of 
the devices invented by high 
school students at Wheaton as 
they participated in EXPLO’s 
first Bioengineering for 
Girls program in summer 2018. 
The camp was led by Wheaton 
Assistant Professor of Biology 
Laura Ekstrom, with sup-
port from Associate Provost 

and Associate Professor of 
Psychology Meg Kirkpatrick 
and other partners and advi-
sors from around the Boston 
area.

“The EXPLO Bioengineering 
for Girls program was de-
signed to expose high school 
girls to ideas and techniques 
used in the field and to intro-
duce them to other women 
mentors—to really get the 
message to them that they can 
be engineers and makers and 
that they absolutely do belong 
in this field,” Ekstrom said.

Now in its seventh year at 
Wheaton, Exploration 
Summer Programs, or EXPLO, 

offers a diversity of residen-
tial and day camp sessions for 
children, from second grade 
to high school, focusing on ev-
erything from art to computer 
programming to paleontology.

Students in the 
Bioengineering for Girls pro-
gram studied anatomy and 
physiology, worked with 
state-of-the-art equipment in 
Wheaton’s Imaging Center for 
Undergraduate Collaboration 
and visited other labs in the 
area (such as Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston, 
where they used a surgery simu-
lator). They also connected with 
women leaders in the STEM 
fields of science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics.

For their final projects, the 
girls each designed a pros-
thetic device that would help a 
partner do some of the activi-
ties she loved if she lost a hand. 
They interviewed one anoth-
er to determine their goals, 

developed several prototypes 
using equipment in Wheaton’s 
Lab 213 makerspace and pre-
sented their ideas at a final 
showcase open to the college 
community.

“The girls were so much fun 
to work with, and it was inspir-
ing to see them grow over the 
two weeks we were together,” 
Ekstrom said. “They had in-
credible ideas, built really cool 
machines using 3D printers, 
the machine shop and the laser 
cutter, and really empowered 
one another.  It was an honor to 
be working with them.”

As a scientist and educa-
tor, Ekstrom is a strong advo-
cate for women in the STEM 
fields. For the past two years, 
she and Associate Professor of 
Mathematics Rachelle DeCoste 
have organized the Wheaton 
Summit for Women in 
STEM to support and inspire 
women in these fields.

—Becca Manning

Assistant Professor of Biology Laura Ekstrom works with high school students on campus during the summer EXPLO Bioengineering for Girls program.
PHOTO COURTESY OF EXPLO
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A minute 
with...Nathan 
Domingos ’20
Nathan Domingos, a stu-
dio art major and mem-
ber of the soccer team, in-
terned at Scandic Footwear 
in Burlington, Mass., last 
summer. It was the perfect 
fit to allow him to engage 
his art and business inter-
ests. Soleful work: “Scandic 
Footwear specializes in cus-
tom, handmade clogs. I’ve al-
ways loved shoes. My par-
ents say it’s an obsession; 
I call it a borderline addic-
tion. So, to be able to work 
with something I love meant 
the world to me. Also, as 
an aspiring industrial de-
signer, shoes serve as a per-
fect model for the more gen-
eral field of industrial de-
sign. Combining function-
ality and comfort with style 
and artistic appeal, shoes 
challenge designers like me 
to come up with solutions 
that have to address every 
angle of the design problem. 
… The fact that this intern-
ship was at a small business 
meant a great deal to me. 
Not only did I want to help a 
business grow and become 
more successful, I wanted to 
learn what it means to run 
a small business from the 
owner himself, so that I can 
apply what I learn to a future 
business endeavor.” On the 
right path: “This internship 
is the first steppingstone 
for what is to come. I want-
ed to test the waters with 

shoe design and hands-on 
industrial design, and chal-
lenge the skills I’ve learned 
in my classes, while gain-
ing a few new ones. Now that 
I’ve experienced this, I’m 
hooked on the prospect of 
industrial design and will 
continue to pursue class-
es and higher-level intern-
ships that will challenge my 
abilities.” Walking the talk: 
“Making clogs is a doozy. No 
easy task. Every angle, sta-
ple, stroke of sandpaper on 
the wooden bottoms has an 
impact on the overall shoe. I 
learned how to make a clog 
entirely on my own from 
scratch and almost entire-
ly by hand and was tasked 
with designing a new model 
for the fall season, which 
will be available to custom-
ers. … One of my first tasks 
was to make my own pair, 
which I wore every day to 
work. They felt a little weird 
as I’m used to sneakers, but 
they made really great work-
wear and walking shoes be-
cause they were really sup-
portive and comfortable.” 
Solid footing: “I learned the 
importance of the details 
in everything I make; how 
to approach design from 
all angles [visual, financial, 
audience, physics] to have 
my ideas be heard; and I 
learned that the only way I’d 
end up being happy with my 
life is to follow my passion.”

6 WHEATON MAGAZINE
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Training 
wheels
When we asked Andru Anderson ’19, 
who interned at Google in summer 2018, 
to send us a photo of him at work and he 
emailed us back an image of himself glee-
fully riding a bicycle, we had to ask, why? 
And we are so glad we did.

“The bike is one of the numerous 
G-bikes that are available to the public on 
all Google campuses. What makes that 
bike so special is that it’s the first bike I 
rode here at Google,” Anderson said. “It 
took me 21 years to learn how to ride a 
bike, and I learned while I was studying 
abroad in Denmark my junior year; my 

host dad was the one who taught me. That 
will stick with me for the rest of my life. 

“Every time I mount a bike it feels like 
I’m back in Denmark, one of the biggest 
biking cultures in the world. Riding a 
bike was something I never thought I’d 
be able to get down. I’m very happy that 
I proved myself wrong. You can’t keep 
me off a bike here at Google and I’m very 
thankful that Google provides us with 
this, along with so many other opportu-
nities as well.”

The anthropology and business and 
management double major was cho-
sen for the Building Opportunities for 
Leadership and Development (BOLD)  
internship program. The paid summer  
internship is for rising undergraduate  
seniors who are interested in working 

in technology and full-time opportuni-
ties at Google and is designed to expose 
historically under-represented stu-
dents in the technology field to career 
opportunities. 

Anderson, who is a Posse Scholar, 

got his internship through his Posse 
Foundation network and worked in the 
Staffing Channels Department based in 
Mountain View, Calif. (Google is one of the 
foundation’s company partners.)

—Sandy Coleman 

Go online to read about senior Andru 
Anderson’s work at Google and about 
other 2018 summer interns: 

»» Nancy D’Haiti ’19, Emergence Creative
»» Bhavika Dugar ’19, Gyan Museum
»» Ashita Katariya ’20, Wheaton 
Self-Development Lab
»» Amy Livermore ’19, The Amazing 
World of Dr. Seuss Museum
»» Johnathan Prideaux ’20, 
Wheaton Observatory
»» Carina Sclafani ’20, Greenebaum 
Cancer Center 
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Experiential learning inside out
Students hone research skills in class, assisting housing authority
The Taunton (Mass.) Housing Authority 
has partnered with Wheaton Associate 
Professor of Sociology Karen McCormack 
and her students to serve as external eval-
uators for a Massachusetts grant program 
aimed at improving the financial and  
educational outcomes of residents living 
in public housing.

The collaboration provides students the 
opportunity to help an organization while 
gaining experience working as a team, 
honing their research skills and learning 
how to apply them through a fall semester 
course, “Evaluation Research,” designed 
by the professor.

The Taunton Housing Authority is one 
of four in the state selected to benefit 
from the A Better Life (ABL) grant, which 
focuses on helping residents achieve eco-
nomic self-sufficiency. The key is figuring 
out what residents need to succeed and 
how the Taunton Housing Authority can 
fill the need.

That’s where McCormack and Wheaton 
students come in. During the three-year 
grant period they will work closely with 
Taunton Housing Authority Executive 

Director Colleen Shea Doherty ’90. 
The opportunity led McCormack to cre-

ate a spring 2018 course, “Research for 
Nonprofits,” to provide a framework for 
conducting the work. In the fall, she con-
tinued the process in her “Evaluation 
Research” course, which builds off of the 
first one.

“I’ve always wanted an opportunity 
like this to work with students in the ser-
vice of a local organization and help stu-
dents develop their research skills in a re-
ally practical setting,” McCormack said. 
“There’s a huge benefit for students who 
are used to trying to figure out, ‘What 
does my professor want and how do I best 
deliver it to get a good grade?’ Here, the 
stakes are higher.”

ABL has the potential to impact the 
lives of 146 residents at both the Taunton 
and Stoughton, Mass., housing develop-
ments, Doherty noted. 

“The work that Professor McCormack 
is doing with her students will help us de-
termine successes and failures of the A 
Better Life program,” said Doherty, who 
grew up in Taunton and has worked at the 

housing authority for 24 years. “I have re-
ally enjoyed working with both Professor 
McCormack and her students. They are 
very focused on getting results that will 
be useful to us not only for ABL but fu-
ture programs we may build. I really enjoy 
their energy and curiosity.”

Sasha Herman ’20, a sociology and 
Hispanic studies double major, has valued 
the opportunity to make a real impact.

“The concepts that we are learning 
about have the ability to effect real change 
in society and provide an important con-
textualization for the true lived experi-
ences for many people,” she said. 

The coursework also helped her during 
her summer internship at Mobilization 
for Justice, a legal services nonprofit that 
defends low-income tenants being evicted 
in New York City.

In spring 2018 in “Research for 
Nonprofits” McCormack worked with 
Herman and eight other students to cre-
ate and distribute a needs assessment for 
residents. The fall semester was spent an-
alyzing the data in “Evaluation Research.” 

—Sandy Coleman

Associate Professor of Sociology Karen McCormack talks with Sasha Herman ’20  in her “Evaluation Research” class, in which students are analyzing data 
as part of their work with the Taunton Housing Authority for a state-funded program designed to help improve the lives of residents.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Welcome, new faculty
Martin Gagne
Assistant professor of 
computer science
My current research focus: “My 
research is in cryptography and 
computer security. My current 
work on electronic voting is on 
a protocol that would enable 
voters to use two electronic 
devices [say, a smartphone and 
a laptop computer] in such a way 
that their vote would remain 
private and verifiably correct, 
even if one of the two devices is 
corrupted by malware.”

Sabrina Speights
Assistant professor of business 
and management
What led me to my field: “My 
focus has been on organizations 
and the world of work because 
most people spend the majority 
of their time at work. I’m drawn 
to the idea that many broader 
societal trends, whether 
they be economic or social, 
filter through organizations. 
Currently, I’m researching how 
schedule instability influences 
job attitudes and class 
differences in the experiences 
of work-life conflict.”

William Mason
Assistant professor of music
Why I chose Wheaton: “Playing 
the clarinet the fastest and 
the cleanest makes you an 
all-right clarinetist but it 
doesn’t necessarily make 
you an interesting musician. 
Interesting music is made by 
interesting people. I wanted 
to come to Wheaton so that 
I could help guide and focus 
the creative work of students 
who already have wide-ranging 
interests in many facets of their 
world. I know that Wheaton 
students can imagine and 
implement amazing projects, 
and I can’t wait to see what they 
come up with. [Plus, two of my 
aunts attended Wheaton.]”

Srijana Shrestha
Assistant professor of 
psychology
What I want every student to 
learn: “I want every student to 
learn that their voice matters. 
What is unique to college 
life is that it allows pathways 
for students to experiment, 
debate, challenge and reflect on 
who they are and what they can 
be. I wish for students to take 
every opportunity to engage 
in dialogues across diverse 
communities that are essential 
for this growth.” 

—Sandy Coleman

Go online to read more and see 
what they brought to our photo 
session and why.
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Professor wins national grant
Exploration of 
minority politics 
underway
Wheaton Assistant Professor of Political 
Science Aubrey Westfall is one of 10 pro-
fessors nationwide to be named a 2018 
Nancy Weiss Malkiel Scholar through the 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship 
Foundation.

Funded by the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, the named fellowship sup-
ports the work of junior faculty members 
whose research encompasses contemporary 
American history, politics, culture and soci-
ety, and who have worked to promote cam-
pus diversity and inclusion. Each scholar 
will receive $17,500 to be used for their work 
and support them on the path to tenure.

Westfall said the grant will support two 
projects she is working on, following the 
May 15 release of her co-authored book, The 
Politics of the Headscarf in the United States  
(Cornell University Press, 2018).

One is her latest book project, still 
in the early stages, that focuses on the 
politics of immigration in Scotland—
in particular, the period between the 
September 2014 Scottish independence 
referendum and the United Kingdom’s 
June 2016 Brexit vote. Westfall also won 
a fellowship from the Marion and Jasper 
Whiting Foundation to travel to Scotland 
to conduct interviews for the project.

“The Scotland book came out of con-
versations about interesting policy 

developments, at a time when Scotland 
was pushing for an autonomous immigra-
tion policy—not because they wanted to 
limit immigration but because they want-
ed to open themselves up to more immi-
gration. This seemed like a real anomaly, 
especially when you think about the an-
ti-immigrant populism and Islamophobia 
that are so rife in Western Europe,” 
Westfall said.

Her second project is a direct follow-up 
to The Politics of the Headscarf—a com-
parative look at the political engagement 
of Muslims not just in the United States 
but also in Canada, the United Kingdom, 

Germany, France and Denmark. Westfall 
said she plans to start with a survey of 
Muslim residents in those countries, 
which will seed her study.

“The headscarf book was originally con-
ceptualized as a comparative project, but 
when we collected the data in the United 
States as a pilot we got so much rich in-
formation that it became its own project,” 
Westfall said. “But I have always been in-
terested in how mosques and other forms 
of Muslim religiosity either promote or 
hinder political engagement in a variety of 
Western, industrialized countries.”

—Becca Manning

Aubrey Westfall discusses her work and her book at Wheaton’s Faculty Scholarship Speaker Series.
KEITH NORDSTROM
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Research takes flight in Ecuador
Professor, students study birds and seek insight on environment
Assistant Professor of Biology Jessie 
Knowlton and two Wheaton students last 
summer spent two weeks in the southern 
Ecuadorian Andes near the town of Cuenca, 
conducting research to understand the im-
pacts of climate change and habitat de-
struction on mixed-species bird flocks, 
which could provide insight that helps pro-
tect them and ultimately the environment.

“Even if you think you don’t care about 
birds, these species provide a myriad of 
services to humans such as pest control, 
pollination and seed dispersal, and they 
can act as an early warning of the declin-
ing health of our planet’s ecosystems, upon 
which we all rely,” Knowlton said. “Some 
species in these flocks are more sensitive 
than others to changes in their habitats. 
… To understand why, it is important to 
learn more about how these mixed-species 
flocks function and the consequences of 
disrupting these social networks.”

The professor, along with Rachel 
Crafford ’20 and Anneliese Malachi ’19, 
worked at 9,500 feet in El Cajas National 
Park in July catching birds, marking 
them with bands and taking information 
such as morphological measurements and 
fat levels as part of Knowlton’s collabora-
tion with research colleague Boris Tinoco, 
who is a professor at the Universidad del 
Azuay in Cuenca.

Tinoco began a long-term bird banding 
project 13 years ago to examine changes in 
the bird populations and the impact of cli-
mate change, which are very pronounced 
in the Andes, Knowlton said.

So far his research shows a steep de-
cline in the number of birds caught, with 
certain species becoming very rare over 
the course of the study, Knowlton noted. 
This is likely due to climate and vegetation 
changes brought about by humans. Many 
of these species participate in flocking, and 
this is the topic of the new collaboration.

“We will examine which species asso-
ciate with each other, what benefits are 
gained, and whether these associations 
change in degraded habitat vs. pristine 
habitat,” she said. “We also are collecting 

fecal samples from the birds so that we 
can determine exactly what each spe-
cies in the flocks are eating [using DNA 
bar-coding methods], and if those diets 
change in degraded areas.”

Knowlton plans to use the information 
gathered from the collaboration in her 
ecology, ornithology and conservation sci-
ence classes.

The fieldwork, funded through a Hood 
Faculty/Student Research Grant and fac-
ulty startup money from Wheaton, has 
provided an opportunity for the students 
to get international research experience 
and data for their honors theses.

“I am eager to get any and all field expe-
rience that I can because I plan on work-
ing in the field someday,” said Crafford, a 
double major in anthropology and envi-
ronmental science with a concentration 
in biology.

Malachi, a double major in environmen-
tal science and creative writing, said that 
she is interested in focusing on ornitholo-
gy in her future career. “This trip provid-
ed me with additional experience in bird 
banding and mist netting, both of which 
are important for many ornithology proj-
ects,” she said.

—Sandy Coleman

Professor Jessie Knowlton, Rachel Crafford ’20 and Anneliese Malachi ’19 conduct research in 
Ecuador. Pictured above: bird banding (top, left); Knowlton, Malachi and Crafford at El Cajas National 
Park; Crafford collecting pollen from a hummingbird; Crafford (left) and Malachi. 
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Making fashion statements
Clinton O’Dell brings characters to life through costume design
Whether on stage or screen, characters 
depend on Clinton O’Dell, associate pro-
fessor of theater. He designs and exe-
cutes (sews, buys and/or rents) the cloth-
ing that brings characters to life, includ-
ing in the feature films “Black Mass” and 
“Ghostbusters.” Now in his 13th year at 
Wheaton, O’Dell’s handiwork was on 
screen in the ION Television movie “A 
Snow White Christmas” in December. 
We’re always happy to talk about clothes, 
so we asked him about his work.

What led you to become a costume 
designer?
I never intended to work in the theater. We 
had no theater program in my high school, 
and I had only seen two plays by the time I 
got to college. However, I have been draw-
ing and painting my whole life, and initial-
ly majored in studio art as an undergrad 
at West Virginia University. I took one cos-
tume design class and I got hooked, so I 
studied both costume and scene design in 
my M.F.A. program. I realized that putting 
clothing on a human body is such an inti-
mate way of communicating about a char-
acter. I’ve always had this love for the sto-
rytelling power of images. Every single 

item we see is telling us some sort of story 
about itself. Because visual elements are 
nonverbal, they can become such an in-
timate, visceral way of exchanging ideas 
and emotions, getting underneath the sur-
face of things and digging out what might 
be hidden in a text. This is all especial-
ly true of clothing and costume. Costume 
and scene design allow me to tap into all 
of that. I get to connect to an audience and 
“speak” to them about people and ideas, 
environments and circumstances. 

What has been the most fulfilling 
costume design work you have 
done at Wheaton?
That’s almost impossible to answer. Each 
design is so different. I really like the 
projects that let me explore a new ques-
tion or a new technique. I love projects 
that get students excited, both as cre-
ators or audience members. There are 
moments where I’m in a fitting and the 
actor puts on the costume for the first 
time, and I can literally see a spark in 
their eyes. Suddenly that person under-
stands that character in a new way be-
cause of those clothes. It happens all the 
time. And occasionally, that actor might 

discover something new about her/him-
self—a confidence, a sense of humor, a 
wickedness; something they didn’t know 
was in them before. It changes how they 
carry themselves, what they present to 
the world. That is a really fulfilling part 
of my job. 

What are the biggest lessons you 
hope students interested in this 
work learn?
I hope students look more deeply at the 
things they see and spend time really 
examining the reasons those things look 
the way they do. I hope they spend time 
really exploring their own  
responses to what they see, what they 
feel, what they think. I see a lot of stu-
dents who believe they shouldn’t ex-
plore theater or design because they 
don’t have a great foundation in visu-
al art. They discount their own poten-
tial. Then I see those same students sur-
prise themselves by what they can even-
tually accomplish. More than anything, 
I hope this work provides students with 
moments where they realize that more 
is possible, that they are capable of so 
much more than they first thought. 

CONVERSATION

KEITH NORDSTROM                 
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PUBLICATIONS, HONORS AND CREATIVE WORKS

Faculty

Kirk Anderson, professor of 
French studies, presented 
the lecture “Extrêmement 
Pop: Serge Gainsbourg et le 
‘Swinging London’” at the 
first international colloqui-
um on Serge Gainsbourg at 
the Sorbonne in Paris. 

Michael Berg, professor 
of psychology, co-wrote 
the article “Occasionally 
Stigmatized: How the 
Frequency and Context of 
Use Influence Perceptions 
of Intermittent Smokers,” 
published in the journal 
Addiction Research & Theory 
in September 2018.

Delvyn Case, associate pro-
fessor of music, composed 
“Tenebrae Factae Sunt,” 
which was recorded by Coro 
Volante and featured on the 
CD “New Choral Voices,  
Vol. 2” (Ablaze Records, 
2018). 

Kim Miller, associate 
professor of women’s and gender stud-
ies and art history, wrote the article “‘The 
Walls are So Silent’: Spaces of Confinement 
and Gendered Meanings of Incarceration 
in South African Commemorative Art,” 
published in a special issue of the journal De 
Arte on the topic of “Troubling Histories: 
Public Art and Prejudice” in October 2018. 

Leah Niederstadt, assistant  
professor of museum studies, wrote the 
article “Visualizing Marriage in Northern 
Ethiopia: The Production and Consumption 
of Gama” published in the fall 2018 journal 
African Arts. She also wrote the chapter 
“Building a Legacy for the Liberal Arts: 
Deaccessioning the Newell Bequest, 
Wheaton College,” in Is It Okay to Sell the 
Monet: The Age of Deaccessioning in Museums 
(Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2018). 

Joel Relihan, professor of classics, wrote 
the book chapter “Prosimetra” in  
A Companion to Late Antique Literature 
(New York: Wiley, 2018). 

Christina Riggs Romaine, assistant pro-
fessor of psychology, co-wrote Activities 
for Teaching Psychology and Law: A Guide 
for Instructors (American Psychological 
Association, 2018). She also wrote the 
article “Psychosocial Maturity and Risk 
Taking in Emerging Adults: Extending our 
Understanding Beyond Delinquency” pub-
lished in the journal Emerging Adulthood in 
May 2018. 

A. Javier Trevino, professor of so-
ciology, wrote the article “The 
Continuing Relevance of the Classics 
for Contemporary Sociology of Law: 

The American Context,” 
published in The Saint 
Petersburg School of 
Legal Philosophy (Saint 
Petersburg University 
Press, 2018).

Renée T. White, provost, 
wrote the review essay 
“I Dream a World: Black 
Panther and the Re-making 
of Blackness,” published 
in the journal New Political 
Science, April 2018.

Alumni

Jo Ann Simons Derr ’75, 
president and CEO of 
Northeast Arc (Danvers, 
Mass.), was on the list 
of the 2018 Top 100 
Women-Led Businesses 
in Massachusetts in the 
October 2018 Globe 
Magazine. Northeast Arc 
was No. 2 in the ranking. 
Derr also was featured in 
a Boston Business Journal 
executive profile titled 
“Northeast Arc CEO 
learns ‘what it’s like to be 

human’ from her son.”

Marjorie Gelb Jones ’62 wrote the book In 
the Cards: Murder and Magic in the Library (A 
Frances Yates Mystery) (Ibis Press, 2018).

Lesley Stahl ’63 received the 2018 Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the International 
Women’s Media Foundation at the 2018 
Courage in Journalism Awards luncheon in 
October 2018.

Christine Todd Whitman ’68 (former New 
Jersey governor) received the Jefferson-
Lincoln Award from the Panetta Institute 
for Public Policy in November 2018, for 
professional achievement that represents 
exceptional commitment to the principles 
of American democracy.
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LYONS PRIDE

Covering all the bases
Wheaton enhances its focus on well-rounded student-athletes 

Student-athletes have the dual challenge 
of working to excel in the classroom as 
well as in the arena of their chosen sport. 
Wheaton is intensifying ongoing efforts 
to help student-athletes meet that chal-
lenge with a newly created staff position.

The coordinator for student-athlete 
success, inclusion and leadership role has 
been created to provide student-athletes 
with opportunities to develop leadership 
skills, broaden their engagement on cam-
pus and deepen self-awareness.

“We saw an opportunity to do some-
thing that would help us truly make the 
Wheaton student-athlete experience 
complete,” said John Sutyak ’00, director 
of athletics and recreation. “Our main 
goal is to enhance our outreach to our 
student-athletes in new ways. Having 
this position allows us to further develop 
student leaders through additional pro-
gramming that is tailored to each class 
year and it helps us collaborate on pro-
gramming with many different campus 
partners—from academic advising to the 
Student Government Association.”

Christal Peterson was hired in July 2018 
for the inaugural role to plan programs that 
encourage diversity and inclusion, leader-
ship and academic achievement as well as 
healthy behavior and social responsibility. 
Currently, she is working to develop and 
implement a four-year comprehensive 
leadership program centered on the four 
key components (character,  
performance, involvement and self-care) of 
the AllWheaAre initiative that is already in 
place under the leadership of Lisa Yenush 
’90, associate director of athletics.

“I firmly believe that success, inclusion 
and leadership are important building 
blocks that create well-rounded stu-
dents,” said Peterson, who previously was 
the graduate assistant for student-athlete 
welfare and development at the University 
of Central Florida. “Wheaton is commit-
ted to the total development of students 
and preparing them with life skills that 

are useful throughout the college experi-
ence and well beyond graduation.”

Among the programs offered in fall  
2018 was “Let’s Talk Boundaries” for first-
year students, in partnership with the 
Sexual Misconduct and Assault Resource 
Team (S.M.A.R.T.). The interactive work-
shop facilitated discussions on how to set 
healthy boundaries in various situations 
and why that is important for self-care. 
“The Power of You” program for sopho-
mores aimed to help student-athletes 
identify personality traits in themselves, 
classmates and professors to gain insights 
and strengthen communication skills and 
interactions. A networking and dining 
etiquette event for juniors and seniors is 
in the works for the spring, as part of a 
collaboration with the Filene Center.

Emma Stump ’20, a double major in 
sociology and religion and a member of the 
synchronized swimming team, attended 
one of the leadership workshops in August 

2018.
“I learned more about my own values 

and how these values reflect on me as an 
individual and as a leader within my own 
team and within other groups on campus,” 
Stump said. “I also learned how imperative 
it is that I have a clear understanding of 
my own values so that I can fully represent 
them and be a good example for all those 
who look to me as a leader.”

Sutyak noted that the hope for all 
student-athletes is that they have the 
ability to lead, learn and engage at a high 
level, not just on their teams but also on 
campus and in the communities in which 
they currently, or someday will, call home.

“Obviously, as an athletics department, 
we also want to ensure that we continue 
to build a stable of high-level leaders on 
our teams, which can only work to help 
us achieve our collective goals of winning 
NEWMAC championships and competing 
on the national level.”

Christal Peterson videotapes Natalie Wind ’20 during the fall Fresh Check event. Wind, a business 
major and women’s basketball player, says Peterson has done a great job with programs that unite 
student-athletes, help build relationships across campus and encourage leadership.

KEITH NORDSTROM

—Sandy Coleman



Name Position College
Jessica Johnson ’98 Head softball coach Amherst College, four years
Robert Delaleu ’01 Head men’s basketball 

coach
Bristol Community College, 10 
years 

Katie Zuman ’01 Head softball coach Fisher College, first year; 
previously at Mount Ida for 11 
years

Nicole LeLacheur Carter ’02 Head swimming and 
diving coach

Brandeis University

Rachael Powers Kelleher ’03 Head softball coach Wheaton College, 10 years
Kim Spence ’04 Head cross country and 

track and  field coach
Wheaton College, six years

Peri West ’04 Head women’s lacrosse 
coach

Thomas College, three years

Jesse Woods ’04 Head baseball coach Colby College
Gabe Margolis ’05 Head men’s soccer 

coach
Brandeis University, two years

James Greenslit ’06 Head men’s soccer 
coach

Roger Williams University, four 
years

Barrett Roberts ’07 Head swimming and  
diving coach

Wheaton College, seven years

Connor Erickson ’08 Head men’s soccer 
coach

Wentworth Institute of 
Technology, six years

Kristen Hunt ’11 Head softball coach University of Rutgers-Newark, 
four years

Frank Holbrook ’13 Head baseball coach Rhode Island College
Scott Faucher ’13 Head men’s basketball 

coach
Nichols College

Several Wheaton alumni were named to head coaching positions at the start of the 
2018–19 academic year at colleges around the region. Nicole LeLacheur Carter ’02 is 
the new swimming and diving coach at Brandeis University and Frank Holbrook ’13 is the 
new baseball coach at Rhode Island College. Scott Faucher ’13 was named head men’s 
basketball coach at Nichols College and Jesse Woods ’04 was named head baseball 
coach at Colby College. They join our roster of student-athletes who have performed 
well in their sport and in the classroom and then gone on to lead others. Here are the 
alumni leaders we know about and where they work. (If we missed anyone, let us know.)

Alumni athletic head coaches
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Well 
played
Melissa Hodgdon
Wheaton women’s basketball 
coach Melissa Hodgdon became 
the women’s basketball coach with 
the most wins 
in Wheaton 
history at a 
Nov. 28, 2018, 
game. The 
Lyons defeated 
the Engineers 
of Worcester 
Polytechnic 
Institute, 58–47, in the New 
England Women’s and Men’s 
Athletic Conference opener 
for both teams in Emerson 
Gymnasium. The win was the 208th 
for Hodgdon at Wheaton, pushing 
her past Wheaton Hall of Fame 
coach Del Malloy (1984–1997), who 
finished his 13-season career with a 
207–129 record.  

Eric Podbelski
New England Baseball Journal’s 
November–December 2018 list of 
Most Influential People includes 
Eric Podbelski 
on its Division 
II and III col-
lege coaches 
list. The 
Journal noted: 
“Podbelski has 
built one of New 
England’s best 
Division III programs from scratch, 
guiding the Lyons to 640 wins and 
14 NEWMAC championships in the 
program’s first 21 seasons of exis-
tence. The Norton, Mass., program 
posted nine consecutive 30-win 
seasons from 2005 to 2013. In 2017, 
his club advanced to the College 
World Series for the third time since 
a 42-win campaign in 2006.”Source: Wheaton Department of Athletics
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CAMPUS SCENE

Speaking of images
Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer José Galvez exhibited 
his work and presented an evening talk at the Madeleine 
Clark Wallace Library in September.

Testing brains and brawn
Overcoming obstacles is the name of the game in life. The Wheaton 
community showed how it’s done during the Grit ‘n Wit race, which 
tested physical and mental skills during Parents and Family Weekend, 
held on campus in September. 

Reunited
For the second time, the Wheaton community came together to contribute to The Unity Project, a collaborative art installation designed 
to serve as a reminder of our interconnectedness. Under the leadership of Assistant Professor of Art Kelly Goff,  students, faculty, staff, 
campus visitors and friends used strands of yarn to link to labels with which they chose to identify—illustrating our commonalities.

KEITH NORDSTROM                 

KEITH NORDSTROMKEITH NORDSTROM
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Activities 
galore
At the start of each 
academic year, dozens 
of campus organizations 
fill tables on the Dimple  
looking to welcome and 
entice new members 
with a little flashy show 
and tell. 

Checking in
Assistant Director of Public Safety 
Capt. Katrina Thompson and students 
interact at Fresh Check Day, spon-
sored by Counseling and Health Ser-
vices, in collaboration with campus 
partners to promote mental health.

KEITH NORDSTROM

KEITH NORDSTROM
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A powerful physics 

Morgan Jennings ’08 (front) 
is the product manager at 
SciAps in Woburn, Mass. Since 
beginning at the tech startup, 
he has helped bring three fellow 
physics majors on board—Colin 
Nygren ’15 (left), Ryan Clair ’16 
and Bert Marston ’10—through 
referrals from Professor John 
Collins, who was his physics 
advisor.
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Morgan 
Jennings ’08  
achieves 
success at tech 
startup, pays it 
forward

By Ted Nesi ’07

Growing up in Vermont, Morgan Jennings 
’08 was always interested in science. Still, 
when he enrolled at Wheaton, he was unsure 
whether to pursue it as a major and a career—
until he took his first class with Professor of 
Physics John Collins.

“Getting involved in the Physics Department 
there really sold me on it. J.C. made physics a 
lot of fun,” Jennings said, using Collins’s uni-
versal nickname among his students. “He’s just 
a super relatable, easy-to-talk-to person.” It’s 
a sentiment heard frequently among current 
and former students about Collins, who is now 
in his 30th year teaching at Wheaton.

Over time, Collins recalls, Jennings 
emerged as “a quiet leader” among the phys-
ics students; he even hired Jennings dur-
ing the summer after his junior year to col-
laborate on a research project for General 
Electric about phosphor powder. (An article 
about the work was published in the Journal 
of Luminescence under the intimidating 
title: “The Interconfigurational (4f15d1 to 4f2) 
Luminescence of Pr3+ in LuPO4, K3Lu(PO4)2 
and LiLuSiO4.”)

Physics, the study of matter and  
energy, takes its name from the ancient Greek 
word for “knowledge of nature,” and that  
reflects what attracted Jennings to the sub-
ject. Sometimes it would take him 12 hours to 
finish a take-home physics exam at Wheaton, 
but at the end he felt satisfied knowing he had 
solved all the problems on the test.

“There is always a right answer,” he said, 
“even if it may take a long time to get to it.”

Today, Jennings is putting that dedication 
to work as the product manager at SciAps, a 
5-year-old startup based in Woburn, Mass., 

network

KEITH NORDSTROM                 
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northwest of Boston. The company makes 
advanced hand-held devices that can mea-
sure the elements, minerals or compounds 
inside a physical object, whether a rock or 
a piece of scrap metal. Its key customers 
include companies that buy and sell recy-
cled scrap metal, which use the devices to 
determine a metal’s value, and mining and 
exploration companies, which use them 
to understand the chemistry of what they 
find underground.

“It’s a good mix of science and tech-
nology,” Jennings said. “We’re at the 
forefront.”

While Jennings was one of SciAps’ first 
employees, it now employs about 65 peo-
ple, and he no longer is the only one from 
Wheaton. Working with referrals from 
Collins, Jennings has brought on board 
three of his fellow physics graduates: 
Bert Marston ’10, Colin Nygren ’15 and 
Ryan Clair ’16.

SciAps CEO Don Sackett has jokingly 
dubbed the group “the Wheaton Mafia.” 
Praising their strong people skills, he 
said, “They’ve all been out of the same 
mold—they have good technical under-
standing, but we’re also not afraid to put 
them out in front of customers.” 

The discovery phase
Initially, Jennings wasn’t sure how he 
would use his physics degree. “I came 
to really love the science when I was at 
Wheaton, but I still didn’t know what 
I wanted to do with it,” he said. Soon, 
though, he found a job as an application 
scientist at Innov-X Systems, another 
Woburn company that made analyzer in-
struments. It was a good fit, and he wound 
up staying at the company for five years.

“I always considered going to grad 
school, but I kind of like the more prac-
tical applications of science,” he said. 
“Being able to tie the science into a busi-
ness atmosphere is really nice for me.”

Then in 2012, Sackett—who had hired 
Jennings at Innov-X when he was its CEO—
left the company and started SciAps. He 
quickly decided Jennings would be an 
asset as he and his co-founders worked to 
get the new business off the ground.

“We needed someone who could do tech-
nical work but also have the interper-
sonal skills to work with sales reps and 

distributors,” Sackett said. “He could do 
both. He was organized. He doesn’t forget 
stuff. He doesn’t do things halfway. He’s re-
liable. I can just say, ‘Morgan, let’s do this.’”

As the product manager, Jennings over-
sees all three main lines of SciAps  
devices. The instruments “zap” objects to 
measure their elemental contents, with 
one line using X-rays and the other two 
using lasers. A customer can point one of 
the SciAps analyzers at a piece of metal or 
a rock, and within a few seconds it will re-
port the concentrations of the elements 
inside—with no need to send samples 
back to a lab for tests.

Jennings’s responsibilities include  
supervising several employees, including 
Nygren and Clair, who provide technical 

support to SciAps sales staff in the field 
as they demonstrate products to custom-
ers. Jennings also travels to visit key cli-
ents himself, and serves as an intermedi-
ary between customers and the engineer-
ing team.

“It’s fun working at a small company, 
because you have to do all sorts of stuff,” 
he said. “You can never be too rigid with 
what your role is. If you’re willing to try 
something and be proactive about it, you 
can really do whatever you want.”

Jennings credits Wheaton with teach-
ing him not only science but also the other 
skills he uses at SciAps. “In business, 
you’re only as good as you can communi-
cate your ideas,” he said. 

“I think what has helped make me be 

Students use SciAps device for research
The four alumni working at SciAps are 
not Wheaton’s only connection to the 
company: the college also has purchased 
two of its devices for use in academic 
research, including on a recent faculty-
led trip to Iceland.

In May 2018, a dozen students trav-
eled to the North Atlantic country for 
a study abroad program organized by 
Professor of Geology Geoffrey Collins 
and Associate Professor of Chemistry 
Matthew Evans through Wheaton’s 
Center for Global Education. The two-
week summer course—cross-listed 
in the physics and chemistry depart-
ments—brought students to one of the 
world’s most unique geological land-
scapes to give them hands-on experience 
with field research.

Students planned their own projects, 
and many decided to conduct research 
using a newly purchased SciAps instru-
ment called a field-portable X-ray fluores-
cence spectrometer. 

 The hand-held device shoots X-rays into 
a rock or other object, then analyzes what 
it finds and provides a breakdown of the 
elements inside. The machine has been 
dubbed “the rock zapper” by students.

One participant in the trip, Shiva 
Carter ’21, used the spectrometer to con-
duct research on the catastrophic 1783 
eruption of Laki, a volcano in Iceland.

 Carter took X-rays of the ground at 

different distances away from Laki 
to determine whether the chemistry 
of the volcanic lava changed over the 
course of the eruption. (The results were 
ambiguous.)

Collins is amazed by the advances in 
the technology produced by SciAps and 
its competitors compared with what 
was available when he was in college. 
“That was like the size of a couple of re-
frigerators. It was super-finicky,” he 
said. “Now, 25 years later, I can do the 
same thing except it’s in this little pis-
tol-sized object.”

Wheaton has bought a second handheld 
SciAps instrument, a laser-induced break-
down spectrometer. It uses a high-pow-
ered laser to vaporize a microscopic por-
tion of whatever object is being studied, 
then analyzes the cloud created to pro-
duce a breakdown of the elements inside.

Collins secured a deal to purchase both 
devices through two of his former students 
now working at SciAps, Colin Nygren ’15 
and Ryan Clair ’16, and enjoys peppering 
them with questions about the machines.

“A few years earlier I was the one with 
all the information trying to teach them 
something,” he said. “Now they come 
down [to Wheaton] and try to teach me. 
And I’m asking all these dumb questions 
and they know the answers. I could tell 
by the smirks on their faces that they 
were having a lot of fun.”
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effective in this role I’m in is I have some 
of the science background, but I’m also 
able to communicate and work with peo-
ple. I think that’s in line with Wheaton’s 
philosophy.”

Collins said those skills are what has al-
ways made Jennings stand out. “There’s 
an impression people have of physicists as 
a little withdrawn socially, a little uncom-
fortable—and I probably fit that even a lit-
tle bit,” he said. “But Morgan was not one 
of those. ... He was so very good with peo-
ple, and highly intelligent, and also just a 
person of integrity.”

Of course, work isn’t Jennings’s en-
tire life. When he isn’t at SciAps, he’s 
usually home with his wife, Samantha 
Murray Jennings ’08—who works as a 
project manager in the operating room 
at Massachusetts General Hospital—and 
their infant daughter, Molly.

Forward motion
Jennings started his unofficial second job 
as an employment agency for Wheaton 
physics majors in 2010, when Collins 
reached out to see if he could help find an 
opportunity for Marston, who graduated 
that year. Jennings secured Marston an 
interview at Innov-X.

“I proved that I was a problem-solver and 
a hard worker, and they said, ‘You know 
what? With Morgan’s reference, we’ll take 
you on board,’” Marston recalled. While 
his initial job in tech support was “not 
glamorous,” within a year he was promot-
ed to a position he really wanted, as a  
research-and-design engineer.

Marston stayed on at Innov-X after 
Jennings left for SciAps in 2013, and 
turned down an initial offer from Jennings 
to come join him at the new company. But 
in January 2018 he decided to take the 
plunge, saying he was attracted by the  
possibility of switching from a large em-
ployer to a startup. 

“I feel like I really have skin in the game,” 
Marston said. “My work has a direct im-
pact on the success of the business.”

At SciAps, Marston is a product engi-
neer who oversees the manufacturing 
process. “But being such a small compa-
ny, actually I do a little bit of everything,” 
he said. “Sometimes I even have to roll 
up my sleeves and start taping boxes for 
shipping.”

By the time Marston arrived at SciAps, 
Jennings already had hired two other 
Wheaton graduates. The first was Nygren, 
who as a junior approached Professor 

Collins, his advisor, for help with ca-
reer opportunities. Collins put Nygren in 
touch with Jennings, who secured Nygren 
an internship at SciAps during the sum-
mer of 2014.

Jennings and his colleagues were so im-
pressed with Nygren’s work that they of-
fered to hire him when he graduated the 
next year, and in the meantime kept him 
on as an intern for his senior year, dur-
ing which he developed a laser technol-
ogy that served as his capstone project. 
He now works directly for Jennings as a 
product specialist, serving as the techni-
cal expert who answers customers’ ques-
tions about SciAps devices.

“When I started working at SciAps, I 
was doing a little bit of everything, some-
times working with salespeople trying to 
hit targets, then with engineering people 
trying to get the laser to be more powerful 
or something,” Nygren said. “So, the kind 
of diverse education that you get out of 
Wheaton helped set me up for the diverse 
work environment that I now have.”

In November 2016, SciAps gained its 
third Wheaton employee with the hir-
ing of Clair, another former Collins stu-
dent. Clair was friendly with Nygren, who 
reached out to him when Jennings needed 
to hire another product specialist. 

Clair believes a well-rounded educa-
tion, including an intensive focus on writ-
ing, is crucial for success working in the 
sciences. “You don’t just need to know the 
math; you need to know the rest of the 
human skills,” he said.

Jennings said the Wheaton group has 
“a good reputation in the company—ob-
viously, since I keep hiring them. They’re 
well-liked. They’re hardworking.” 

Sackett said that as Jennings kept sug-
gesting Wheaton graduates to fill posi-
tions, he thought, “You know, we had good 
luck with Morgan; why not try another 
one? Then we had good luck with Colin; 
why not try another one?” Now, he said, 
“We’re 4-for-4.”

Back at Wheaton, Collins is grateful 
that the effort to build lasting bonds in 
the Physics Department has paid off. “The 
goal is to keep this rolling, keep the con-
nections real, keep everyone interested 
and enthusiastic and working for one an-
other,” he said. 

Morgan Jennings ’08 at SciAps with a device that can measure elements inside of physical objects 
KEITH NORDSTROM                 
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Sentimental 
How our college archivist held onto 
the past for the future
Zephorene “Zeph” Stickney 
Helmreich in August 
2018 retired as the college 
archivist. We were touched 
by the tribute to her written 
by Kate Boylan ’04, director 
of the archives and digital 
initiatives—especially the 
part about how Stickney 
Helmreich inspired her 
while Boylan was an English 
major at Wheaton, ultimately 
leading her into a career that 
has come full circle. Here, 
she walks us down memory 
lane in the Marion B. Gebbie 
Archives and Special 
Collections, which is a major 
educational resource for 
students, faculty and alumni 
that continues to evolve in 
the hands of Boylan and 
Mark Armstrong, archivist 
and records manager. 
And just for fun we asked 
Stickney Helmreich, Boylan, 
Armstrong and work/study 
student Anne Tucker ’20 to 
share their list of favorite 
items from the archives.

—Sandy Coleman

By Kate Boylan ’04

Z eph’s retirement marks the end of a 
38-year era for Wheaton as she was 

the college’s first full-time archivist and 
has stewarded and curated our wonder-
ful collection of both institutional and 
rare materials nearly from scratch. We 
are indebted to her vision and commit-
ment; Zeph has documented and orga-
nized Wheaton’s distant and present his-
tory like no one else.

She came to Wheaton in 1980, 
after working at the archives of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the 
Schlesinger Library on the History of 
Women in America, the state archives of 
New Hampshire and the New Hampshire 
State Historical Society. 

While people credit Zeph with “creat-
ing” the archives and being the first ar-
chivist, Zeph humbly notes that she actu-
ally “inherited” the archives from Ruth 
Andrews Fletcher ’35, who moved the ex-
isting collections into the current loca-
tion while the Madeleine Clark Wallace 
Library was being renovated and expand-
ed in 1979–80. Before Ruth and Zeph, 
Grace Shepard, professor of English and 
compiler of the unpublished 1931 History 
of Wheaton College, was named as the first 
archivist—an honorary title.

Zeph’s first five years were devoted 
to answering administrative queries, 
planning for and participating in the varied 
activities, discovering archival materials 
in offices and attics and providing Paul 
Helmreich (now her husband), then 
professor of history and later college 
historian, with access to the archives and 
research assistance as he wrote the history 
of Wheaton’s seminary years.

Administrative and institutional use of 
the archives dominated Zeph’s role until 
about 1990, when she began to field more 
student inquiries, and more requests for 
classes to visit the archives for curricular-
related research. Today, at least 26 per-
cent of Wheaton’s student population vis-
ited the archives for classroom research 
and instruction.

Through all these years, student 
assistants have been the backbone of 
the archives, processing, re-shelving, 
researching and working on special 
projects. And many of them have gone on 
to work in the field.

The collection has more than tripled in 
size since 1980. Large portions of the ar-
chival collection, both permanent and 
non-permanent, are stored off-site, allow-
ing us to maintain the most frequently 
used materials on campus.

The archives by 
the numbers
100 manuscript collections

392 small manuscript collections

420 students had classroom 
instruction as part of a course from 
either Kate Boylan, Zephorene Stickney 
Helmreich or Mark Armstrong so far 
this academic year

1350 A.D. date of oldest item, an 
English hymn to the Virgin Mary

1,500 linear feet of archival material 
located off-site

4,000 linear feet of shelving on-site
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Zeph was careful to add to Wheaton’s 
special collections of non-Wheaton-
related objects and manuscripts, as she 
affirms that object-based inquiry adds 
to any student’s understanding of the 
context of textual research.

When Zeph arrived, all of the special 
book collections, with the exceptions of 
the Cole Memorial Collection (now locat-
ed in the Cole or “Harry Potter” room on 

the first mezzanine in the library) and 
Seminary Library Collection (in the li-
brary’s Merrill Room), were shelved in 
the archives. As the archival collections 
grew, book collections that were used in-
frequently were moved to other locations 
in the library.

Helen Wann Piper ’39 created an en-
dowed fund to support the most frequent-
ly used book collection, the Historical 

Collection on Women; consequently, it 
has grown the most. Zeph has used both 
the books and archives in class presen-
tations, so that students will understand 
that books and magazines can be primary 
sources as much as documents.

In addition to all of this, Zeph was the 
secretary of the Norton Historic District 
Commission for more than 25 years. Her 
serving in this role aided our relations 

journey

Zephorene Stickney Helmreich, now retired college archivist and special collections curator, in her office in the Madeleine Clark Wallace Library
KEITH NORDSTROM



with the town of Norton, and provid-
ed wonderful context to so many materi-
als in the archives collection. She also co-
chaired the Staff Council early in the his-
tory of the Staff Association, making sure 
the group was on solid footing to contrib-
ute to and help our community to this day.

Zeph not only enjoys but also is the best 

A few of their favorite things from the archives
Anne Tucker ’20

Student scrapbooks from the 1920s and 
1930s: “This summer [2018] we looked 
through many of these scrapbooks for a 
project, and I really enjoyed how relatable 
they were. A lot of the women 100 years 
ago lived lives similar to mine. I was inspired 
to start my own scrapbook of my college 
experience.”

A lock of Laban Morey Wheaton’s hair: 
“I know saving and treasuring hair was 
common in the Victorian Age, but I think it’s 
odd, and I always laugh whenever I open the 
Wheaton Family Collection object drawer 
and see a lock of his hair neatly tied together 
and labeled just sitting in a bag amongst his 
other belongings.”

The rules students were expected to 
follow in 1875:.”My favorite rule is that 
students must not speak or throw things 

from the windows.” 

Kate Boylan ’04

1929 campus map: “I love the map 
designed by Elizabeth Paige May and Alva 
Scott Mitchell Garfield in 1929. Copies 
were sold to raise money for the Student 

Alumnae Building, which now is the 
Balfour-Hood Center.”

Early edition of Origin of the 
Species: “This is the earliest copy of 
Darwin’s seminal work that we have 
at Wheaton, and is in the original 
Wheaton Female Seminary Library 
collection. Access to this text means 

that Wheaton was progressive and 
revolutionary for its students: much as 

it is today.”

Kennedy letter: “Jane 
Chidsey had written to 
President [then Senator] 
Kennedy about her interest 
in a ‘wilderness bill.’ Not only 
was this student engaged 
and empowered to write 
her senator, but her senator 
was kind enough to respond 
personally. Jane kept the 
letter, and even did her 

“Wheaton people are its strongest asset,” 
Zephorene Stickney Helmreich (with Kate 
Boylan ’04) said during her retirement reception. 
“I will always be grateful to Wheaton.” 
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math homework on the back. How was she 
supposed to know in 1958 about Kennedy’s 
quick rise through the ranks?!” [There are 
also letters from Yoko Ono, Theodore 
Roosevelt and Walt Disney in the collection.]

Diderot Encyclopedie: “We have an 
original edition [as it was published from 
1763 through the 1780s]. It is a big and rare 
deal that Wheaton has a complete and 
unadulterated set of this encyclopedia; it was 
purchased in the 1950s for the cost of one 
student’s tuition. It’s a gem of our archives 
and special collections.” (Two books from the 
collection are on the magazine cover.)

Digital repository: “This is the place where 
new digital content [including the scholarship 
of students and faculty] and digitized 
historical content is being preserved and 
made accessible to the world.”

Zephorene Stickney 
Helmreich

1872 portrait of Eliza: “In 
1871, Wheaton’s trustees 
requested that Mrs. 
Wheaton sit for a 
portrait to accompany 
that of her late 
husband, Laban 
Morey Wheaton, 
painted by Boston artist 
John Harvey Young in 1866. 
The archives have been graced by 
these portraits for many years. In the 
1920s, it hung in what is now the Holman 
Room in Mary Lyon Hall. Beryl Proctor 
Fenstemacher W1926 related the story 
that Dean Mina Kerr told her freshman class 
that ‘the eyes of Mrs. Wheaton are upon 
you’—and indeed they are—wherever 
one is in the Archives Reading Room, 
Mrs. Wheaton is watching.”

1872 Eliza diary: “We have only 
six of Mrs. Wheaton’s diaries, 
but this is one of the most 
interesting. Perhaps most 
important for Wheaton’s 
future, Mrs. Wheaton noted 
the Great Fire of Boston, and 
her consequent revision of 
insurance policies. The fire 
destroyed much of the business 
district, coming to within half a 
block of the property she owned 
on Winter Street, the sale of which in 
the 1920s formed the basis of Wheaton 
College’s endowment.” 

“pro” at presenting primary sources—
be they documents, photographs, books, 
clothing or other objects—to students 
and all other visitors. Zeph writes, “To see 
a look of surprise or delight [the proverbi-
al ‘light bulb’] overcome their sense of the 
‘ordinary’ is pure delight.” 

She notes that the greatest challenge 
has always been balancing the many re-
sponsibilities of the position—from an-
tiques to rare books to space for the col-
lections to thinking about digitizing it all 

for future access.
Perhaps the most lovely part of Zeph’s 

story is that she and Professor Emeritus 
Paul Helmreich were married in 2016, fol-
lowing 36 years of friendship. She notes 
that marriage with Paul is “actually, my 
greatest reward!”

Zeph is a dear friend to me and my 
family, a confidante and a mentor. I met 
her personally during the fall semes-
ter of 2004—my senior year (after visit-
ing the archives with at least three of my 

classes)—when I brought her a well-loved 
19th century book of letters from the li-
brary’s circulating collection.

This book was just what I needed when 
I was feeling at sea facing my senior year 
and life beyond Wheaton. It features let-
ters between John Sullivan Dwight, one 
of 19th century Boston’s most influen-
tial patrons of classical music, and George 
William Curtis, the man who donated the 
land where my high school was built on 
Staten Island.

PHOTOS BY KEITH NORDSTROM
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Ralph Adams Cram drawing: “Soon after 
the Rev. Samuel Valentine Cole agreed to 
become Wheaton’s first male president in 
1897, he invited the young Boston architect 
Ralph Adams Cram to Norton. Could he 
envision a collegiate campus—a ‘court of 

honor’ of named buildings around a ‘town 
green?’ Indeed, he could. This seemingly 
innocuous scrap of paper, Cram’s first sketch 
of such a campus plan, was to set the course 
of Wheaton’s architectural transition from 
seminary to college.”

Humpty Dumpty characters: “These 
adorable Wheaton Humpty Dumpties were 
donated to the archives by Priscilla King Gray 
’55, and with them came a story as sweet as 
they are. During her freshman year, Priscilla 
met Paul Gray, an MIT sophomore, on a blind 

date. As their relationship developed, 
Paul purchased these 

little fellows in the 
Wheaton bookstore 
as a Valentine’s Day 

gift for Priscilla. The 
stuffed felt toys sat 

on her bed throughout 
college, and moved with the family after 
Priscilla and Paul married. Paul became 
the president of MIT, and the chairman of 
Wheaton’s Board of Trustees. I’ve been 
so grateful that Mrs. Gray brought these 
whimsical characters back to Wheaton. 
They are the one and only pair I’ve ever seen. 
Romance in the archives!”

Corset and hoop skirt: “This classic 
Edwardian corset, and the reproduction 

I first lovingly wrapped the book 
in tissue paper to protect it from the 
jam-packed contents of my backpack 
and brought it to Professor Ann Sears 
(it was for an American music histo-
ry course; I was writing a paper on 

Film and new media studies students pose with 
Zephorene Stickney Helmreich in 2016 in the 
archives, which are a major source for research 
projects across disciplines. Each Reunion, 
alums also come here to retrieve class banners 
for the Commencement procession.

26 WHEATON MAGAZINE
KEITH NORDSTROM



WINTER 2019 27

1860s crinoline petticoat have been 
actively in use in archives classes. While 
contemporary photographs, archival 
records, manuscripts and rare books all 
help to create a sense of the Victorian and 
Edwardian eras, there is nothing quite like 
being cinched into a corset and tying on a 
hooped petticoat for truly ‘feeling’ the era. 
I’ve often coerced young men into wearing 
the petticoat [and trying to sit down without 
revealing their ankles], but usually only 
women can fit into the corset, which was 
designed to reduce the waist by five inches. If 
you can scarcely breathe, it is tight enough.”

Mark Armstrong

Aristotle: “A 1519 sammelband [a German 
word meaning “bound together”] of three 
of Aristotle’s most important works: 
The Posterior Analytics, the Physics and 
the Metaphysics. It is in a contemporary 
binding, and features spidery handwriting 
that is almost surely from the 1530s. The 
nature of the annotations suggests that 
the book was a reference work for a teacher 
who was compiling notes for a lecture on 
Aristotle for students.“

Eberhart skating on Peacock Pond: 
“Richard Eberhart, a famous American 
poet, spent one academic year here 
at Wheaton as a visiting professor in 

1954–55. He orchestrated readings 
and visits of Edith Sitwell, Stephen 
Spender, Robert Lowell and Louise 
Bogan—some of the most 

enduring poets of the time.“

Ben Larcom’s papers: “We 
know an awful lot about Ben’s 
daughter Lucy, who remains one 

of my favorite Wheaton figures. 
Less is known about Ben Larcom, 
a merchant and sailor during the 

early days of the American republic. We have 
a hand-drawn star chart of his, for open sea 
navigation, as well as his letters home.”

Dwight), who with her distinct smile 
and knowing twinkle in her eyes, told 
me to immediately make an appoint-
ment with Zeph.

Ann encouraged me to tell her I was in-
terested in learning from her methods of 
book conservation. I wanted to do what I 
could to repair the binding before return-
ing it, as I was worried I would be fined for 
destruction of property. (I was oh-so-thor-
ough even back then.)

Without meeting Zeph, and her 

encouragement to me to explore film 
and music archives, I doubt that I would 
have had the courage to apply for my 
final Wheaton internship at the John 
F. Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum, which later turned into a job, 
which later turned into another job and 
then graduate school (a time throughout 
which I consulted Zeph for advice)… and 
eventually led me back to Wheaton. 

It’s a story full of schmaltz—even more 
than a Perry Como song (a favorite of 

Zeph’s)—but it couldn’t be more true.
Thank goodness Zeph has agreed to 

continue in the archives to volunteer, 
consult and counsel.

Mark Armstrong, our archivist and re-
cords manager, has rightly repeatedly said, 
“Zeph has already forgotten more about 
Wheaton than we will ever know.”

We are indebted to Zeph’s meticulous 
and dogged record-keeping and her 
vision, advocacy, persistence and 
mentorship.  

More online
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Conquering mountains
Snowboarding coach, 
photographer, writer 
Mary Walsh ’05 
empowers women 

By Laura Pedulli

Mary Walsh ’05, a snowboarder, is a pro at 
bouncing back.

When an avalanche 
in Utah’s Uinta 
Mountains buried 
two members of 
Walsh’s crew and 
severely injured 
another in 2016, she 
not only survived the harrowing ordeal 
but did not shy away from returning to 
the backcountry—unmarked, powder-
rich slopes deep in the mountains.

“I was a member of an incredibly expe-
rienced and professional crew and even 
after the worst-case scenario happened, 
we all worked together to get our team out 
safely, working for seven hours to get back 
to civilization. I will forever be grateful 
for everyone on that trip, and still would 
go back out into the backcountry with 
them in a second,” Walsh said. 

The ability to persevere through chal-
lenging circumstances and willingness 

to take risks are lessons she imparts 
throughout her multifaceted career.

Walsh, who graduated from Wheaton 
with an independent major in film and 
filmmaking studies, co-owns Beyond 
the Boundaries, a company that offers 
camps and clinics, safety training and 

international backcountry trips for 
women who love snowboarding. She also 
is a full-time photographer, writer and 
senior editor for Snowboarder Magazine, 
where she brings a female perspective to 
the male-dominated sport.

“In snowboarding, there are always 
new tricks to learn, new terrain to  
tackle and, most of the time, there are 
mental roadblocks and fear to deal 
with,” Walsh said. “For me, the process 
of learning, trying, failing and eventu-
ally succeeding—and then being ready 
to immediately start the process all 
over again—is present in all activities 
I pursue, from running to writing and 
definitely in my professional life.” 

Snow and tell

Walsh first began snowboarding as a 
teenager. “Growing up in Topsham, 
Maine, spending time outdoors has 
always been a huge part of my life,”  
she said.

However, it wasn’t until her time at 

Mary Walsh ’05 (left) rides a brick wall in Aspen, Colo. Photos by Mary Walsh: (above) a woman 
performs a stylish move on a picnic table at a Beyond the Boundaries freestyling camp at Boreal 
Mountain in Lake Tahoe, Calif.; and (below) a snowboarder rides down a mountain in Niseko, Japan, 
with Mount Yotei, a dormant volcano, in the distance

MARY WALSH ’05
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Wheaton that her passion for the pastime 
developed and she began making regular 
trips to the mountains. 

Wheaton also led her to discover her 
love for storytelling, particularly in  
courses taught by Associate Professor 
of Film Studies and English Josh 
Stenger, Visiting Assistant Professor of 
English David Hopkins and Charlotte 
Meehan, professor of English and 
playwright-in-residence.

“Charlotte and David, in particular, 
opened up a whole new world of exploring 
one’s creativity through a combination 
of playwriting and documentary film 
studies. It was a major opportunity for 
me to learn about the visual element of 
storytelling,” Walsh said.

Meehan recalls Walsh as an energetic 
presence in class and a witty writer. “I 
remember her generosity with other 
students’ writing, her participation in 
reading their works-in-progress and her 
passion for snowboarding.”

The possibility of turning Walsh’s pas-
sions into a career came into focus during 
her junior year, when she received a 
stipend from the Filene Center for a  
marketing internship at Rome 
Snowboards in northern Vermont.

“It was one of the most meaningful 
things I did as a student at Wheaton. I 
was able to combine what I was studying 
with my passion for snowboarding. The 
real-world experience creating media at 
a snowboarding company was huge in 
pointing me in the direction that I went 
after graduation,” she said.

After Wheaton, she moved to Vermont 
and started coaching at the Mount 
Mansfield Snowboard Club at Stowe, 
while writing and taking photos as much 
as possible as a freelancer. She often 
brings her camera out on the slopes, 
capturing women perfecting tricks or 
freestyling on fresh powder. 

“Snowboarding quickly became inter-
twined with my professional life, and my 
love of spending time outside—specifi-
cally in the winter—has evolved alongside 
my career and work,” she said. 

Snowboarder Magazine

Seven years ago, Walsh joined 
Snowboarder Magazine as an editor, 

writer and photographer. The magazine, 
with a circulation of 15,000, is distributed 
through specialty retailers and industry 
events, and readers also access the content 
online through subscriptions.

“I have constantly striven to shine a 
light on the women in snowboarding, both 
professional athletes and members of the 
industry, who are doing amazing things 
both on and off their snowboards,” she said. 

Walsh also has endeavored to tell the 
stories that maybe wouldn’t have been 
told. 

In 2017, she interviewed Kimmy Fasani, 
an award-winning big mountain rider on 
the Burton Snowboards team. As part of 
the wide-ranging and candid conversa-
tion, Walsh asked Fasani about balancing 
her first pregnancy with a professional 
life that is so physically demanding and 
the challenge of beginning a family in the 
middle of her snowboarding career. 

In her response, Fasani talked about 
the troubling assumption, ingrained in 
the sport, that new mothers will no longer 
compete professionally: “When somebody 
says they’re pregnant or want to have a 
baby, I immediately think they’re retir-
ing from our sport. And that is such a 
horrible misconception. Why are we 
thinking that way? We can totally change 
the mindset. In our industry, women have 
either been pushed out and then had kids 
or have chosen to retire and then have 
kids, so you don’t really experience them 
going through the process of having a 
child publicly.”

Walsh also has interviewed U.S. 
Olympians, including Chloe Kim, Kelly 
Clark, Jamie Anderson, Hailey Langland 
and Julia Marino. 

“It’s really exciting to be able to con-
tribute to the platform to share more 
women’s voices from different countries 
and backgrounds. They are all passionate 
about the outdoor space,” Walsh said.

Beyond the Boundaries

The company Walsh co-owns originated 
as a women’s weekend program called 
Droppin’ In, which began 15 years ago 
and initially provided weekend camps 
geared toward women on Loon Mountain 
in New Hampshire. 

At that time, Walsh was hired as a 

Photos by Mary Walsh ’05: above, a rider carves 
her own trail (look closely at the end of the 
puff of snow) in the Andes Mountains during a 
Beyond the Boundaries trip to Chile; and below, 
an athlete performs a backflip 
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coach. During the first few years, she 
and other coaches refined and expanded 
the lessons as more women attended 
each winter. 

“It began simply, but what developed 
was so much more than what we initially 
anticipated. The camp became a commu-
nity, a hub of adventurous women and a 
way for individuals to increase their con-
fidence,” Walsh said. Women would stay 
in touch with one another throughout 
the year, organize meet-ups and treat the 
camp as an annual reunion.

Three years ago, Droppin’ In added 
programs abroad, and, soon after that in 
2017, Walsh took over the operation with 
professional snowboarder and best friend 
Christine Savage. They rebranded and 
launched Beyond the Boundaries. 

“Mary is one of the hardest-working 
people I’ve known in my life and an excel-
lent collaborator,” Savage said. “She is very 
self-motivated in running this business.”

Walsh and Savage split up the respon-
sibilities that align perfectly to their 
interests and talents. Savage handles 
brand and resort partnerships and event 
logistics while Walsh focuses on the mar-
keting side of the operation: the website, 
news releases, social media, flyers and 
other print collateral.

At the heart of her work is the coaching 
Walsh provides to women on all types of 
terrain. 

“Mary is an incredible coach; she has 
this amazing energy and never-ending 
positivity. She has the ability to flip any 
situation into a positive. Even if someone 
falls horribly, she talks about what they 
did right,” Savage said. “Her energy and 
positivity can amp up an entire group.”

Monica Poehner, a registered nurse from 
Arizona, has experienced this firsthand. 
She participated in a Beyond the Boundaries 
backcountry retreat in Chile in 2018. 

“Beyond the Boundaries represents 
everything that building up women in the 
snowboarding community should be,” 
Poehner said. 

“The coaches are supportive, friendly 
and inspiring. I had an amazing time 
learning from them, slaying pow’ [slang 
for snowboarding on fresh snow] and en-
joying the company of other like-minded 
ladies,” said Poehner, who had such a 
positive experience that she has signed up 
for another trip with Walsh and Savage to 
Japan in January 2019. 

Risk taking

During the 2017–18 season, Walsh, Savage 
and about a dozen more coaches led wom-
en-only snowboarding camps and back-
country trips in Canada, Chile and Japan, 

and multiple locations in the United 
States. In total, 205 women participated. 
The duo expects that number to grow to 
more than 300 this coming season.

Women frequently attend the weekend 
park camps after taking time off from 
snowboarding due to work, starting a 
family or sustaining an injury. 

“There’s often an element of ap-
prehension and fear when getting back 
into it, especially if they were injured. 
We work with women to regain their 
confidence and then blow past their 
expectations of what they are capable 
of,” Walsh said.

Every mountain range—from the 
Chilean Andes to the Canadian Rockies—
has a distinct look and feel, almost a 
personality to its terrain, she said.

In a 2017 trip to Japan, the group faced 
some unique features, including a cornice 
drop (an overhanging edge of snow or 
crest of a mountain) into a bowl and a 
pillow—a fluffy pile of snow raised above 
the ground that you jump onto and then 
off of. No one in the group had ever hit a 
pillow before. 

“It was out of the comfort zone of our 
group, but attainable with their skills, 
even though they might not have felt 
confident in that beforehand,” Walsh 
said. “The feeling of accomplishment 
after successfully navigating intimidating 
situations is incredible.”  

Photo taken by Mary Walsh ’05 captures a Beyond the Boundaries camp participant catching some air in Mountain Creek, N.J.

Learn the snowboarding lingo;  
go to wheatoncollege.edu/ 
wheaton-magazine/
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Turning on the power
Katelyn Brewer ’07 fuels fight against child sex abuse

When Katelyn Brewer ’07 sat in her of-
fice last January watching the live broad-
cast of current and former gymnasts 
testify against Larry Nassar—the USA 
Gymnastics doctor who was later convict-
ed of sexually abusing young athletes—
she was moved to tears. And then she was 
compelled to act.

“I needed to do something,” said 
Brewer, who is president and CEO of 
the Charleston, S.C.-based nonprof-
it Darkness to Light. The organization 
has been working to empower adults to 
prevent sexual abuse of children since 
2000.

“Aly Raisman’s testimony, in particu-
lar, really moved me. I did some research, 
found Aly’s manager, and left an impas-
sionate and rambling voicemail asking 
what we could do best to help this com-
munity. Aly emailed me back within 30 
minutes,” Brewer said.

A few days later, they had a two-
hour call, in which Brewer shared with 
Raisman about Darkness to Light, and 
how they could collaborate to better edu-
cate people on the signs of sexual abuse, 
and prevention.

As a result, in March 2018, Raisman and 
Brewer launched the “Flip the Switch” 
campaign (fliptheswitchcampaign.org).

This campaign provides free train-
ing—designed and created by Darkness 
to Light—for all adults involved in youth 
sports. So far, more than 4,000 have 
taken advantage of the training, which 
teaches how to prevent, recognize and 
react responsibly to child sexual abuse.

Brewer’s ability to speak with authen-
ticity and clarity on issues that matter to 
her, and to take effective action, has been 
her hallmark since she graduated from 
Wheaton. 

Professor of Political Science Gerard 
Huiskamp said even as a student in his in-
ternational relations courses, Brewer had 
an ability to inspire others.

“She is passionate about learning, 

ideas and throwing herself in,” he said. 
(Brewer’s honors thesis was on the effec-
tiveness of nonprofits.)

After graduation, Brewer, who dou-
ble majored in international rela-
tions and French, worked at communi-
ty development nonprofit Africare, for 
which she managed all Johannesburg-
based programmatic activity and re-
gional business development initia-
tives for Southern Africa. More recent-
ly, before she joined Darkness to Light in 
November 2016, she was chief of opera-
tions at Washington, D.C.-based Fallen 
Patriots, a foundation that supports chil-
dren of military veterans. 

In all of these capacities, she has 
worked to strengthen nonprofits so they 
can achieve their critical social goals.

To date, Darkness to Light has trained 
more than 1.8 million people nationally 
and internationally. 

The majority of the sexual abuse (90 
percent, according to Brewer) is perpet-
uated by people that the young survivors 
know and trust. 

“We conservatively estimate that one 
out of 10 people experience physical sex-
ual abuse before their 18th birthday. It’s a 
staggering statistic. That means, nation-
wide, you have at least 45 million adult 
survivors. It can influence mental health 
and physical well-being,” Brewer said.

At Darkness to Light, she has the chal-
lenging job of engaging others on a topic 
that makes many people uncomfortable. 
However, the prevalence of the problem 
demands that these difficult conversa-
tions take place.

“One of the most important aspects of 
my career so far has been finding vulner-
able populations and empowering them to 
speak for themselves,” she said.

—Laura Pedulli

Katelyn Brewer ’07 speaks at Ignite, Darkness to Light’s national prevention conference. 
STEPHANIE ELEY

http://www.fliptheswitchcampaign.org)
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Leading in supporting roles
Recent graduates 
guide first-gen, 
YMCA programs
Wheaton has started a partnership with 
the Attleboro (Mass.) YMCA aimed at local 
youth and is continuing to build upon 
a recent program supporting first-gen-
eration college students. At the helm of 
these initiatives are two recent graduates, 
Caleigh Grogan ’18 and Jasmine Silva-
Jones ’18.

Grogan, a religion major, is strength-
ening the relationship between 
Wheaton and the Attleboro YMCA by 
expanding mentorship and leadership 
programs, and Silva-Jones is leading the 
college’s first-generation program. Both 
are in one-year AmeriCorps positions 
funded through a grant from Campus 
Compact of Southern New England and 
working in their roles for the Center for 
Social Justice and Community Impact, 
located on campus in Cole Memorial 
Chapel. 

Grogan, who served as an intern for 
the Wheaton Center for Religious and 
Spiritual Life during her senior year at 
Wheaton, is collaborating with the YMCA 
on several initiatives. One of the initia-
tives is the Reach and Rise mentoring 
program, which pairs middle school stu-
dents who are struggling emotionally, so-
cially and/or academically with a team of 
mentors to provide guidance, support and 
self-esteem building.

So far, Grogan has been focusing on 
recruiting Wheaton staff, students and 
faculty mentors for a new Reach and 
Rise group for Norton (Mass.) middle 
school students that will meet here on 
campus.

“In addition to expanding the reach of 
these programs, I am helping to evaluate 
the programs by collecting and analyzing 
data to improve them in the future. Also, 
I get to support some of the other initia-
tives of the Wheaton Social Justice and 
Community Impact Center,” she said.

Silva-Jones, a first-generation college 
graduate who majored in studio art, is fo-
cusing on building Wheaton’s capacity to 
increase academic success, persistence 
and retention among first-generation col-
lege students while strengthening the cul-
ture of civic and community engagement 
on campus. 

As a student at Wheaton, Silva-Jones 
was heavily involved in many organiza-
tions and leadership roles, including as 
the Programming and Activities Council 
chair and as a member of the Black 
Student Association and the Student Art 
League. 

“Getting the opportunity to lead such 
diverse groups of students across a vast 
array of clubs and organizations was 
something that I did not take for granted,” 
Silva-Jones said. “I knew that, if done well, 
all students would be able to enjoy im-
mersive experiences that bring different 

kinds of individuals together to create a 
more connected space and, ultimately, a 
sense of belonging.”

She hopes to do the same in her new 
role. In fall 2018, she started building 
community through monthly theme-
based Taco Tuesday events that, in ad-
dition to offering a good meal, provide 
networking opportunities and rele-
vant programming to address the chal-
lenges faced by those who are the first 
in their immediate family to attend col-
lege. (For example, the Taco Tuesday held 
on October 2, focused on how to navigate 
difficult conversations when returning 
home for break.)

“My main focus this year is to start a 
peer mentor program for first-gen stu-
dents to learn from each other’s experi-
ences and help each other succeed,” she 
said.

—Sandy Coleman

Jasmine Silva-Jones ’18, right, heads Wheaton’s first-gen program. Caleigh Grogon ’18 is in charge of 
the college’s collaboration with the Attleboro (Mass.) YMCA, focusing on mentoring and leadership.

KEITH NORDSTROM
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Making room for sustainability 
Real estate developer Candace Whiffen 
Dyal ’76 is proving that luxury and en-
vironmental sustainability can co-exist 
beautifully. 

Her company, Dyal Compass, owns 
Indigo Park on Kiawah Island, S.C., a 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED)-certified community of 
luxury homes. This project has received 
numerous awards, and most recent-
ly is a finalist for the U.S. Green Building 
Council’s 2018 Sustainable Business 
Awards. 

Dyal said she fell in love with Kiawah 
Island many years ago, and purchased a 
home there in 2001. The 13-square-mile 
barrier island is known for its sprawl-
ing, scenic marshland and beaches. It 
is home to 18 species of mammals (dol-
phins, red foxes, bobcats and white-
tailed deer), more than 30 species of rep-
tiles (alligators and sea turtles) and 300 
species of birds. 

“Clearly nature is the boss there, and 
I like that,” said Dyal, who graduat-
ed from Wheaton with a bachelor’s de-
gree in psychology and from London’s 
Birkbeck College with a master’s degree 
in psychology. 

She set out to develop Indigo Park 
through her company, which is based in 
New York, in collaboration with archi-
tects and builders. Since 2009, the com-
pany has built 16 sustainably construct-
ed cottage homes on more than 12 acres of 
private marsh. 

All of the homes were built using earth-
friendly, sustainable materials with the 
goal of reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions. They also were built to withstand 
the impact of major natural events, like 
hurricanes or tornadoes, she said.

“I like that on Kiawah Island, you can 
live among the animals and plants. These 
homes are not McMansions. They actually 
make us healthier,” she said.

One of the homes in the community 
was chosen as the HGTV Dream House in 
2013—the first LEED home to receive this 
designation. 

“It’s always very nice to receive 

recognition, but that’s not why I’m doing 
it,” Dyal said. Her main goal is to raise 
public awareness of the benefits of build-
ing green, both environmental and 

financial due to savings on energy costs. 
“If you build it right the first time, you 

save money year after year,” she added.
Dyal has remained engaged with 

Wheaton and stays in touch with class-
mates, many of whom have visited her on 
Kiawah Island.

She served on the President’s 
Commission for eight years and is a fre-
quent attendee at alumni events.

“Wheaton is a good school and was a 
very healthy environment to grow up in,” 
she said.

 —Laura Pedulli

Candace Whiffen Dyal ’76, owner of Dyal Compass, developed this four-bedroom, four-bath, LEED-
certified house and other “green” luxury homes in Indigo Park on Kiawah Island, S.C.  

Candace Whiffen Dyal ’76
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Well-traveled
Mia Kyricos ’96 
runs global health 
initiatives at Hyatt  
Mia Kyricos’s most treasured posses-
sion is her passport—with more than 70 
stamps giving testament to her globe-
trotting life. 

The alumna, who majored in interna-
tional relations at Wheaton, will surely see 
the number of stamps grow in her new role. 
In August 2018, she was appointed senior 
vice president, global head of well-being, at 
Hyatt Hotels Corp.—which has more than 
750 properties in more than 55 countries. 

“I’m excited about impacting the health 
and wellness of people around the world, 
as my ultimate passion is to simply help 
people live well,” Kyricos said. “Hyatt gives 
me a global platform to do just that.”

In her role, she will work across all 
14 brands in the Hyatt family on a glob-
al level, tasked with devising, develop-
ing, implementing and managing a group-
wide well-being strategy. This includes 
developing and improving in-house guest 
experiences such as spa and fitness offer-
ings, partnerships with technology com-
panies to provide apps and videos sup-
porting wellness activities.

Prior to joining Hyatt, Kyricos founded 
a global advisory firm that worked with 
businesses on their wellness strategies for 
employees and customers alike. She also 
has helped to develop, operate and market 
wellness-related brands for companies in-
cluding Spafinder Wellness, Inc., Canyon 
Ranch Health Resorts, exhale, EXOS, 
Starwood Hotels and Resorts Worldwide. 

She serves as a global wellness sum-
mit board member, an advisory board 
member for the University of California, 
Irvine, and the brand architect of the 
Global Wellness Institute—a nonprof-
it educational foundation that she helped 
found. She also chairs the institute’s 
global Wellness Communities Initiative, 
which unites stakeholders with commer-
cial interests in communities and build-
ings developed with the holistic health of 

its residents, guests, environment and the 
surrounding community in mind.

Kyricos credits Wheaton (and Darlene 
Boroviak, professor of political science, 
emerita, in particular) for catalyzing her 
success. “Thanks to Darlene, and my major 
in international relations, my thirst for trav-
el, international business and a world of cul-
tural understanding was sparked,” she said.

Boroviak recalled Kyricos as a “lively 
presence” in the classroom. “She was one 
of those students who was present and 
prepared, and who added to the learning 
of others through her questions and com-
ments. I always enjoyed my interactions 
with her whether they were inside or out-
side the classroom.”

A few years after Wheaton, Kyricos pur-
sued her M.B.A. in hospitality manage-
ment from Cornell University in Ithaca, 
N.Y. The 9/11 attacks occurred during her 
first week on Cornell’s campus, and led 
her to examine and clarify her career as-
pirations, she said. 

“While I loved the world of service and 
hospitality as well as international rela-
tions, the event shook me to the core,” she 
said. “I decided to better align my per-
sonal and professional passions, and the 
budding field of wellness emerged as a 
way I could do just that.”

—Laura Pedulli 

Work it out
As a seasoned hospitality professional, Mia Kyricos ’96 says there is always room for wellness while staying at a hotel: 
»» Exercise in fitness facilities and take a few laps in the onsite pools.

»» Stream on-demand video channels featuring guided yoga and stretching classes.
»» Request walking and running maps from the concierge.

»» Keep it cool, temperature-wise. Set the thermostat to 68 degrees to avoid dehydration caused by over-heated rooms, and to improve sleep.»» Open the door when you take a shower to add some extra moisture to the room. 

MALLORY PARKINGTON
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Members of the Class of 1969 gear up for their 50-year Reunion. First row, standing (from left): Candice Bryant, Bonnie Wittner, Jane Lisman Katz 
and Jean Goldfrank Bronstein; second row, standing (from left): Melissa Evans Fountain, Barbara Green, Lucy Mackall Sachs, Alice Dana Spencer, Joan 
Anderson, Elizabeth Pike Brookman, Provost Renée T. White, Alison Heydt Tung and Wendy Obernauer Damon; seated: Annsley Chapman Strong

Ana Brenescoto ’15 and 
Chris Maricle ’15 got 
married and had many 
Wheaton alumni (and 
a professor) attend. 
Sitting or standing 
on the firetruck, from 
left: Katy Hegarty 
’16, Jon Sproule ’16, 
Annie Bennett ’14, Sara 
Mitsinikos ’15, Carrie 
Decker ’14, Caroline 
Stanclift ’16, Hans 
Pope ’15, Nick Fredette 
’15 and Catherine 
Gilbert ’15; Standing 
on the ground, from 
left: Faye Haley ’16, 
Joey Campbell ’14, 
Wheaton Professor of 
Sociology Hyun Kim, 
Pablo Brenescoto 
’16, Klevisa Rama ’16, 
Mathew Guruge ’14, 
bride, groom and Dimitri 
Rodrigo ’15.

Contact your class 
secretary to have your 
wedding listed in the 
print edition.
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Wheaton was well-represented in the dugout of Franklin High School this 
past season, as the Panthers won the Massachusetts Division 1A State 
Championship in June 2018. Franklin was coached by longtime Wheaton 
assistant baseball coach Zach Brown ’02 and he was assisted by Brett 
Edmunds ’03 and Jeff Ambrosini ’04. Taking care of the squad was athletic 
trainer Jennifer Sutyak Edmunds ’03. Some Wheaton alums attended the 
championship game, which Franklin won, 3–2, over Central Catholic of 
Lawrence. Pictured in the postgame photo, from left: Jennifer Sutyak Edmunds 
’03, John Sutyak ’00, Brett Edmunds ’03, Ryan Parker ’01, Zach Brown ’02, Jeff 
Ambrosini ’04 and batboys Ethan Edmunds and Jacoby Brown. Also attending 
but not pictured were Jason Hoye ’01 and Eric Laliberte ’11.

Anne Hutchens McCormick ’57 and Jane Rowe Mraz ’57, class co-presidents, 
traveled together this past October. Here they are pictured in Claude Monet’s 
famous garden in Giverny, France. 

Alumni recognition comes in many forms
Do you know an alum who deserves to be recognized? The Alumni 
Board of Directors is interested in learning about them. Please 
share their story with the board at alum@wheatoncollege.edu 
or call 508-286-8207. You can visit wheatoncollege.edu/go/
recognition to learn more.

Did your contact 
information change?
Report changes of address and email to 
Alumni Relations at 508-286-8207 or alum@
wheatoncollege.edu.

Is your class year missing and 
you have news to share?
Contact us at magazine@wheatoncollege.edu 
and we will put you in touch with your class 
secretary.

Looking to volunteer?
Contact our Alumni Relations Office to get 
involved at 508-286-8207.

For class secretaries: How to 
submit your Class Notes
By email: Submit Class Notes to magazine@
wheatoncollege.edu. Include your class year in 
the subject line (e.g., “Class Notes, 2001.”) Also, 
we accept Class Notes by snail mail: 

Class Notes
Wheaton Magazine
Wheaton College
26 E. Main St.
Norton, MA 02766

Deadlines
Spring: Jan. 9, 2019
Summer: April 4, 2019
Fall: July 2, 2019
Winter: Sept. 27, 2019

Photos
To submit digital photos (preferred), email 
them as an attachment to magazine@
wheatoncollege.edu. For full guidelines, visit 
wheatoncollege.edu/wheaton-magazine/
submitting-digital-images. Mail photographic 
prints (at least 4x6 inches in size) to address 
above. Please send copies only; we cannot 
return photos.

For all photos: Please supply a brief descrip-
tion of the event and all the names and class 
years of the alumni in the picture.

Please note: The photos you send in must be 
sharp and clear. Photos that are out of focus, 
or that have harsh shadows, over-exposed 
areas or “red-eyed” subjects may not be usable. 
Often we receive more photos than we can use 
in any one issue. When this happens, we will 
select photos that represent a variety of class 
years and timely events.

Looking to get involved? 
Contact our Alumni Relations 
Office at 508-286-8207 or visit 
wheatoncollege.edu/alumni/
volunteer-information to learn 
about the many ways to volunteer 
and support Wheaton.
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Chief of progress
Anne Romano Glavin ’75 wraps up career in law enforcement
If you want to get ahead, do the work      
nobody else wants to do, and do it excep-
tionally well.

That advice, which Anne Romano 
Glavin ’75 first heard from renowned 
journalist Barbara Walters in a “Today 
Show” interview as a Wheaton student 
many years ago, inspires her to this day.

Glavin, a university police chief who is 
wrapping up a 43-year career in law en-
forcement, has risen through the ranks, 
thanks to her relentless determination—
and her willingness to take on any proj-
ect, small or large. 

As a result, she said she has man-
aged many firsts as a woman in her field: 
first to graduate from Waltham (Mass.) 
Police Academy; the first to serve as a 
field officer on patrol at the MIT Police 
Department; and the first to become chief 
of police at California State University, 
Northridge (CSUN), where she oversees 
the safety of nearly 40,000 students.

Glavin, who majored in political sci-
ence at Wheaton, originally explored a ca-
reer in education. She said an abundance 
of teachers in the 1970s motivated her 
to look into other options, and with help 
from the Filene Center, she landed an in-
ternship at the Massachusetts Committee 
on Criminal Justice.

For her internship, she studied dis-
criminatory hiring practices to help the 
Newton Police Department facilitate the 
hiring of its first nine women officers. 

“It was fascinating,” she said. The expe-
rience piqued her interest in law enforce-
ment, and soon she connected with the 
MIT Police Department, where she began 
her career after Wheaton. 

Over time, she climbed the ladder and 
became the chief of police at MIT.

At MIT, she stepped forward to take 
on digitizing the dispatch system. At the 
time, dispatchers had to write all the 
notes from callers on cards. She wrote 
a proposal, teamed up with a gradu-
ate student with a computer science 

background, and created a software pro-
gram to process calls more efficiently.

“When you take on these types of proj-
ects, you start to get noticed and handed 
better assignments,” she said. 

At CSUN, where she will finish her ca-
reer in December, she retooled the uni-
versity police department from the 
ground up. She established policies and 
procedures; restructured divisions and 
hired enthusiastic personnel; implement-
ed self-defense programs and the most 

crucial: obtained accreditation from the 
International Association of Campus Law 
Enforcement Administrators for the uni-
versity’s first time ever. 

Under Glavin’s leadership, the depart-
ment operates a crime lab, has its own 
K-9 unit and a threat-assessment unit. 
The unit’s work on one particular inci-
dent is now used by the FBI as a model for             
effectively assessing threats, according to 
CSUN.

—Laura Pedulli
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Caring for caregivers
Jennifer Pilcher ’95 knows the intricacies 
of dementia, and how it can impact fami-
lies—both personally and professionally.

Since graduating from Wheaton, she 
has dedicated her career and education 
to gerontology, including receiving her 
Ph.D. in the field from the University of 
Massachusetts. She has helped countless 
families take care of their loved ones af-
fected by the condition as owner of Clear 
Guidance, a consulting and care manage-
ment practice.  

Pilcher also understands dementia on a 
deeply personal level. 

While she was a junior at Wheaton, her 
grandfather died of a heart attack while tak-
ing care of her grandmother, who was diag-
nosed with early onset Alzheimer’s many 
years before. Pilcher said the stress of care-
taking had negatively impacted his health.

“Losing my grandfather had a profound 
effect on me,” said Pilcher, who majored in 
psychology. “When I started at Wheaton, 
I was interested in early childhood edu-
cation. But it was partly through this ex-
perience, and through my coursework in 
psychology, that I started to get interested 
in elder care.”

Pilcher gained experience in the 
field through internships at both the 
Alzheimer’s Association offices in Boston 
and in Salt Lake City. These experienc-
es launched her career, which has in-
cluded the leadership positions as direc-
tor of development and program director 
at Hearthstone Alzheimer Care; director 
of development at AZA Care Management 
and Home Care; and senior executive di-
rector and executive director of care man-
agement at Overlook CARE Management.

In 2018, she founded Clear Guidance 
so she could work more directly with pa-
tients and families. 

She offers advice for patients and fami-
lies managing dementia: 

Get a diagnosis. If you suspect some-
one is experiencing symptoms of demen-
tia (e.g., memory loss, trouble with organi-
zation, issues with judgment and impulse 
control), contact a neurologist or memory 
clinic with experience in diagnosing and 

treating cognitive impairment. 
Obtain legal advice. Learn about doc-

umentation, so your loved one can de-
cide who ultimately will make decisions 
on their behalf. Hire an attorney who spe-
cializes in elder law, who can advise you 
on your eligibility for services to provide 
care in the future. 

Learn behavioral strategies. 
Especially with less common types of de-
mentia, patients can experience challeng-
ing behaviors such as anger, frustration 
and even aggression. A care manager, be-
havioral coach or dementia consultant 
can offer help with specific challenges.

Consistently and constantly evalu-
ate risk. Getting ahead of a potential risk 
can avoid a crisis situation down the road. 
For example, getting a driving evaluation 
periodically can inform the family about 
when driving cessation is necessary.

Get support. Caregiving for a person 
with dementia is extremely stressful and 
can have a serious impact on the health 
of the caregiver. Join a support group. 
Simply knowing you are not alone and 
sharing your story can help you to man-
age the ups and downs.

—Laura Pedulli
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A home run for Kenneth Babby ’02
Kenneth Babby ’02, the owner of two 
Minor League Baseball teams, was induct-
ed into the Summit County Sports Hall of 
Fame and received a service award at the 
organization’s banquet on Oct. 2, 2018, in 
Akron, Ohio.

Summit County Sports Hall of Fame 
candidates are required to have “made 
a significant and noteworthy contribu-
tion to athletics on a local, statewide, na-
tional and/or international level,” accord-
ing to the nomination form. The West Side 
Leader on September 13 featured a story 
about the induction and a photo of Babby. 

Babby, a former member of the 
Wheaton College Board of Trustees, owns 
the Ohio-based Akron RubberDucks 

(formerly the Akron Aeros) baseball team 
(an affiliate of the Cleveland Indians). 
Since taking the helm in 2012, he has fo-
cused on reinvigorating the team’s Canal 
Park, committing $3.5 million in improve-
ments and focusing on rebranding and 
marketing efforts. 

He also owns a second team, the 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Jumbo Shrimp (an af-
filiate of the Miami Marlins), and is chair 
of the 10-member board of MBL Internet 
Rights Company (BIRCO). BIRCO manag-
es digital and interactive media rights of 
its member Minor League Baseball clubs 
and leagues.

A computer science major while at 
Wheaton, Babby has an M.B.A. from Johns 

Hopkins University and formerly was chief 
revenue officer and general manager of 
digital for The Washington Post.

His dreams of owning his own base-
ball team date back to his days as a child 
doing homework in the warehouse at 
Oriole Park at Camden Yards, home to the 
Baltimore Orioles. His father, Lon Babby, 
was the team’s general counsel from 1979 
to 1994.

“Being included in the Summit County 
Sports Hall of Fame is a tremendous 
honor,” Babby said. “I am humbled by the 
recognition by the state of Ohio and our 
community.”

—Sandy Coleman
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Razor research
Biology alum’s Ph.D. 
studies of clam 
immunology have 
implications in world 
of aquaculture

Wheaton alumnus Brian Preziosi ’10 is 
digging into what makes razor clams in 
Maine thrive, hoping to understand how 
to cultivate the clams through aquacul-
ture and bring them to local grocery store 
shelves.

Preziosi, who has a bachelor’s de-
gree in biology from Wheaton and a mas-
ter’s degree in marine biology from the 
University of Maine recently was high-
lighted as a Researcher of the Week on the 
UMaine website. He is currently working 
on a Ph.D. in aquaculture and aquatic re-
sources at the university, under his advi-
sor, Associate Professor of Aquaculture 
Timothy Bowden. He also is a fellow with 
the Sustainable Ecological Aquaculture 
Network (SEANET), a National Science 
Foundation-funded program of UMaine’s 
Established Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research.

Preziosi has been studying the immu-
nology of razor clams and, in particular, 
how they survive sediment acidification—
low pH levels caused by the breakdown of 
decayed organic matter in the sand and 
mud where razor clams live. He also is de-
veloping a new, more natural method for 
testing the impact of acidification in a 
controlled laboratory environment.

“The sediment surface is where the 
razor clams must spend most of their 
lives, since they have short siphons. Even 
the adults need to spend the majority of 
their time at that acidified sediment sur-
face to continue feeding,” Preziosi said. “I 
am interested to see if adult razor clams 
are resistant to this acidification, since 
young soft shell clams [such as steamers 
and longnecks] seem to avoid it or simply 
dissolve in it.”

Though razor clams aren’t currently 

a common item on seafood menus, they 
are being grown for aquaculture purpos-
es at places like UMaine’s Darling Marine 
Center, Preziosi said.

“Right now some of the Mainers I ask 
about razor clams have never even seen 
one. People in general do not like to try 
new types of seafood, but I am hoping peo-
ple will give them a try when aquaculture 
makes them more available in stores and 
restaurants,” he said.

A different species of razor clams is al-
ready popular on the West Coast, but the 
local variety hasn’t quite caught on in 
New England, Preziosi said. And cultivat-
ing the clams does have its challenges, 
such as a short shelf life. But the Wheaton 
alum sees a lot of positives to adding razor 
clams to the local menu.

“Getting razor clams in the seafood 
market of Maine means clammers and 

clam growers have another species choice 
to make their living with,” he said. “That 
also means adding resilience to both the 
aquaculture and clamming industries if 
razor clams end up being able to grow in 
conditions that soft shell clams can’t.”

Preziosi said his Wheaton education 
gave him a solid foundation in the life sci-
ences, and his time as a teaching assistant 
in Professor of Biology Scott Shumway’s 
marine biology labs helped to prepare 
him to mentor undergraduates.

“I also learned how to take care of ma-
rine animals in a recirculating aquarium 
under [Professor] Shumway,” he said. “It 
turns out you end up doing plenty of ani-
mal husbandry in my field, so I would say 
that taking care of that small tank played 
a big part in my graduate studies.”

—Becca Manning

https://umaine.edu/epscor/2018/08/08/researcher-week-brian-preziosi/
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1944
Jean Mann Cornwell, 98, 
of Annapolis, Md., passed 
away on July 12, 2017. Jean 
was a third grade teacher in 
Anne Arundel County. In her 
earlier years, she taught in a 
one-room schoolhouse in West 
Virginia. She was a member 
of Harundale Presbyterian 
Church and Maryland Retired 
School Personnel Association. 
Jean enjoyed writing poetry, 
directing music for the Wee 
Choraliers Choir and raising 
African violets.

1945
Nancy Woodruff Wheeler died 
on Sept. 8, 2018. Nancy was a 
resident of Branford, Conn. She 
was married to the late Gardner 
Wheeler. Nancy followed in 
the footsteps of her mother, 
Hazel Monks Woodruff, by 
attending Wheaton, where she 
received her bachelor’s degree 
in biology. Nancy worked with 
the Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station, authoring 
several articles on the effects 
of insecticides in Connecticut, 
published in the Journal of 
Economic Entomology. Nancy 
was an active member of the 
First Congregational Church of 
Branford. She also volunteered 
as senior trustee and chair, for 
more than 60 years, at Pine 
Orchard Union Chapel. Nancy 
led the preservation effort that 
resulted in the chapel’s listing 
in the U.S. National Register of 
Historic Places in 2000. Nancy 
was an active volunteer at 
Wheaton as well. She served as 
her class secretary for 20 years 
and on the board of the Alumni 
Association. She received the 
Alumni Achievement Award 
from Wheaton in 2003. 

1946
Janet “Jay” Keith Shands, 
94, died on Oct. 25, 2018. After 
graduating from Wheaton with 
a bachelor’s degree in biology, 
she moved to New York City 
to help start the first nursery 
school at the New York Institute 
for the Blind. After a year, she 
worked at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn. In October 
1950, Jay married Wilbourn 
Shands. In 1954, they moved to 
Jackson, Miss. Jay embraced life 
in the south, where she was an 
active member of the com-
munity. For 64 years, she was 

a member of Galloway United 
Methodist Church. She was the 
president of the YWCA board in 
the 1960s. She enjoyed yearly ski 
trips and played tennis well into 
her 80s. 

1949
Harriet “Jean” Seaton Rosane, 
91, died on Sept. 28, 2018, in 
Middlebury, Vt. She graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in history. She married 
Robert Rosane in September 
1949 and spent the first year of 
married life in Wellington, New 
Zealand, where she worked in 
the national archive. Jean and 
her husband lived all over the 
world, from Arvida, Quebec, 
to Kitimat, British Columbia, 
to Mackenzie, Guyana, to 
Montreal, Quebec, and, finally, 
to Aix-en-Provence, France. 
She and her husband retired 
to Pollença, Mallorca (Spain) 
and Richford, Vt. In 2008, they 
moved to The Residence at Otter 
Creek in Middlebury, Vt., where 
they spent the final chapters of 
their lives. 

1950
Roseann Heim Hall, 90, died 
on Nov. 1, 2018, in Mercer 
Island, Wash. Roseann attended 
Wheaton and graduated from 
the University of Michigan. 

1952
Emily Bossert, 87, died on July 
27, 2018. She graduated from 
Wheaton with a bachelor’s de-
gree in chemistry and received 
her Ph.D. from the University of 
Texas, Austin. 

Elizabeth Spencer Dawson, 
88, of Bedford, Mass., died on 
Nov. 16, 2018. She was married 
for 64 years to David Dawson. 
She attended Wheaton and 
graduated from Barnard 
College. 

1954
Anita-Marie Krakaur 
Henschel, 85, died on Sept. 
29, 2018, in Jupiter, Fla. She 
graduated from Wheaton with 
a bachelor’s degree in English. 
She was a second grade teacher 
in Stratford, Conn. Later, she 
owned an antiques booth at the 
Stratford Antique Center. She 
supported the Boothe Memorial 
Park, where she led workshops 
on the park’s history. 

Joanne Ahlgren Wakefield, 
died on Sept. 13, 2018, in 
Stratford, Conn. She graduated 
from Wheaton with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology. She later 
completed secretarial school 
at Katharine Gibbs in Boston. 
Her early years were spent 
between Westwood and Lake 
Winnipesaukee, N.H., engaging 
her children in activities that 
she loved. The family moved 
to Duxbury, Mass., in 1975. 
Joanne was an active member 
of the Duxbury Yacht Club. 
She continued her passion for 
playing competitive tennis at 
the Kingsbury Club in Kingston, 
Mass. In 1988, Joanne built a 
home on Amelia Island and 
moved to Florida. She volun-
teered at the local historical 
society and managed a high-end 
swimwear shop. Joanne moved 
back to Duxbury in 2002 to be 
closer to her family.

1958
Jane Consolino Flounders, 81, 
a longtime resident of Stamford, 
Conn., died on Oct. 21, 2018. 
After graduating from Wheaton 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology, she worked in New 
York City as an assistant editor 
for Life magazine and as a photo 
editor for American Heritage 
Publishing, where her fondest 
achievement was the photo re-
search she did on the American 
Heritage Book of Indians. She 
married Burtis Flounders in 
1964. Jane served in leadership 
positions for many organiza-
tions, including Stillmeadow 
Elementary School, the 
Parent-Teacher Council 
of Stamford, the Westhill 
Chamber Singers parent group, 
the First Presbyterian Church 
in Stamford and the Hycliff 
Association. She received the 
Stamford Historical Society’s 
2007 Virginia T. Davis Award for 
outstanding volunteer service 
to the organization. She was a 
substitute media specialist in 
the Stamford Public Schools, 
and worked for Pierson and 
Smith Insurance. 

1967
Laura Granville Lang, 73, died 
on Oct. 6, 2018. Laura grew up 
in Vernon, Conn., and spent 
summers at Silver Lake in 
Madison, N.H. She loved read-
ing, horseback riding and water 
skiing. While interning at Pratt 

and Whitney, she met the love 
of her life, Donald Lang, whom 
she married in 1968. Laura’s 
passions were her children, 
music, floral design and art. She 
was a member of the Vernon 
Chorale since its inception in 
1980 and performed with the 
Eastern Connecticut Symphony 
Chorale for over a decade. Later 
in life, she became interested in 
the history and environmental 
preservation of the town of 
Madison and the lake that 
became her second home.

1968
Marjorie Meislahn Prentke, 
71, died on Aug. 24, 2018. She 
earned her bachelor’s degree 
in education from Wheaton 
and her master’s degree in 
special education at Holy Names 
University, Calif. She married 
Ron Prentke in Oakland in 1972 
and had a son. After moving to 
Alaska in the early 1980s, she 
adopted Anny and Amanda. 
Marjorie was passionate 
about teaching. She taught at 
the Cathedral School in San 
Francisco and in the Anchorage, 
Alaska, public school system. 
Enlivened by nature, she 
enjoyed outdoor activities 
in California and Alaska: 
crew, hiking, skiing and even 
mountaineering. 

1973
Kathleen Flaherty, 67, died 
in Avalon, N.J., on Aug. 18, 
2018. Kathleen attended 
Wheaton before transferring 
to Northwestern University 
in Chicago, where she earned 
a bachelor’s degree in urban 
affairs. 

1974
Deborah Smith Roberts of 
Landenberg, Pa., died on June 
20, 2018. Her childhood love 
for animals never diminished 
and in 1976, two years after 
graduating from Wheaton with 
a bachelor’s degree in biology, 
she enrolled at the University 
of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine. In 1978, 
Deborah married Kenneth 
Roberts. Soon they purchased 
their farm in Landenberg. 
Together, Deborah and her 
husband built Nonantum 
Veterinary Clinic, which opened 
in 1983. The success of the clinic 
was a source of great satisfac-
tion, pride and happiness for 
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Deborah. Her  greatest joy, how-
ever, was her family. Deborah 
and her husband raised three 
boys on their farm.

1978
Mary Chase Nicholson, 63, 
died in Oxford, Mass., on Sept. 
8, 2018. She was married to 
Alfred Nicholson. Mary had an 
avid interest in global political 
affairs and earned her bach-
elor’s degree from Wheaton 
in government and history. 
Mary converted to Catholicism 
in her later years and drew 
strength from her devotion to 
the church.

1986
Carol Smith, 77, of West 
Yarmouth, Mass., formerly of 
Hyannis, died on Oct. 28, 2018. 
She received her bachelor’s 
degree in political science from 
Wheaton. She lived for several 
years in Providence, R.I., the 
birthplace of her children, a 
city of which she was fond, 
before moving with her family 
to Hyannis. Life on Cape Cod 
would suit her, and she spent 
much time at the beach at 
Kalmus Park. She traveled 
frequently to the Caribbean, 
especially Jamaica, where she 
once maintained a home. She 

worked at Cape Cod Community 
College as an administrator. She 
later worked as a florist. Among 
her other hobbies were garden-
ing and photography.

Relatives
1951 Henry Arnold, husband of 
Priscilla King Arnold, in August 
2018

1965 Leroy Johnston, husband 
of Pamela Harris McClure-
Johnston, in June 2018

1976 Nancy Woodruff Wheeler, 
mother of Wendy Wheeler, in 
September 2018

1978 Bruce Wade, husband 
of Elaine Sanders Wade, in 
September 2018

1983 John Pollis, father of Ann 
Pollis O’Herron, in October 2018

1986 Henry Arnold, father of 
Caroline Arnold, in August 2018

1986 Gwendolyn Makepeace, 
mother of Cynthia Burt 
Dorman, in August 2018

2007 Marcelo Schor, father of 
Jessica Schor, in October 2018
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Family gathering 
Opening Convocation is always an 
inspiring beginning, as seniors don 
their graduation robes for the first time. 
The keynote address, “Walk Into the 
Discomfort” by Associate Professor of 
Theater Stephanie Burlington Daniels, 
was particularly moving, as it established 
the theme for the 2018–19 academic year, 
“Caring and Kindness Create Community.” 
The professor shared her recent battle 
with breast cancer—from her expletive-
filled reaction to the diagnosis to the 

struggles with 
complications 
and setbacks. 
Her recovery 
brought her 

back to campus standing in Cole Memorial 
Chapel in front of those she described as 
“the community of humans that lifted me 
and my family up and got us through this 
very difficult year.” 

“To be resilient,” she said, “is to rely 
on your community to help you get 
through the difficult moments. And 
they do happen; they must. It is really 
what makes life sweetest and what 

makes living in a community together so 
important. We hold powerful possibility 
in our hands when we reach out to those 
around us.”

—Sandy Coleman

KEITH NORDSTROM

Go to Wheaton Magazine online 
to watch the video of her talk 
and be inspired by her courage, 
sense of humor and apprecia-
tion of the Wheaton family.



For information, call Amy Dumont ’09 in the Office of Gift Planning at  
508-286-3391 or visit giftplanning.wheatoncollege.edu.

Giving possibility. 

Planning 
the future.

REBECCA HALE ’99

“It’s so hard to believe that nearly 50 years have passed since I began my 
life’s journey at Wheaton. For me, Wheaton was the realization of dreams I 
had as a teenager. Going off—on my own—to an academically challenging 
women’s college in the gorgeous New England countryside, where I had 
never been and knew no one; meeting classmates from all over the country 
and the world; and earning a bachelor’s degree in mathematics [and later a 
master’s degree from Cornell University] were all part of my adventure. One 
of the great, endearing and personally sustaining attributes of Wheaton is its 
focus on emphasizing the worth and capacity of each student. The Wheaton 
family believes that each of us can succeed in whatever future we choose. 
It is because of that ongoing encouragement that I have had such a rich, 
rewarding and fun life to celebrate. In honor of my 50th Reunion year, I’m 
designating Wheaton as a beneficiary of my retirement funds. The advantage 
of this gift is that I can provide Wheaton with assets for future stability and 
scholarships for students while maintaining my current lifestyle.” 

Candice Bryant ’69
Retired, former president of the Philip L. Graham Fund
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Wheaton Fund supporter
“I majored in American history and 
literature, which provided a wonderful 
all-around liberal arts education. My 
mother also graduated from Wheaton. 
She remained close to her classmates all 
her life and taught me the importance 
of making a financial commitment to 
Wheaton. Since 2013, I’ve been serving 
as gift chair for my class, which has been 
immensely satisfying. It’s important for 
current students to see alumni remaining 
closely tied to Wheaton, fiercely 
supportive of the college and invested in 
its future. I’m grateful to be able to give 
time and money to do my part to keep 
that connection going.” 

Wheaton Fund

Learn more  at wheatoncollege.edu/giving.

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.

Your investment today inspires 
the dreams of tomorrow.

Nancy “Nan” Garland ’78
Human resources administration 
and facilities manager
Advent International, private 
equity firm, Boston


	Columns
	Around the Dimple
	Conversation
	Lyons Pride
	Cover story: Sentimental journey
	A powerful physics network
	Conquering mountians
	Alumni Association Network
	In memoriam



