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BY GEORGE H. HUBBARD.

The best 
m o n u- 
ment to 

the dead is a 
p e rm a nent 
benefaction 
to the living. 
Shafts of mar
ble or piles of 

^ granite may
^ . testify in a

: mute fashion
to the love of 

some mourning heart; but they can
not long preserve the memory of 
the lost one from decay. A bene
faction bespeaks with at least equal 
clearness the affection of the be
reaved and at the same time it 
keeps the memory of the dead ever 
fresh in the gratitude of other hearts 
to whom sanctified grief has become 
a channel of blessing. Would that 
every costly but useless mausoleum 
might be transformed into some insti
tution that should be of practical 
benefit to living men and women, that 
so the dead might live in the minds 
and lives of those who have been 
made happier or better by their 
memory. A church, a public library, 
a school, an institute, a home for some 
unfortunate class of society, is a trib
ute that not embalms the dead body, 
but embodies the living spirit, that ii 
may continue to speak and work for 
the good of men. Were not such 
memorials unspeakably more signifi
cant and Christian than the barbaric 
uselessness of the pyramids or the 
Taj Mahal?

In the year 1834 there died in Bos
ton a young woman, the wife of Dr. 
Woodbridge Strong. Only a few

years before she had come to the city 
as a bride from her childhood’s home 
in Norton, Mass. She was an only 
daughter, and her early death brought 
profoundest grief to her aged father. 
Judge Laban Wheaton. The thought 
at once suggested itself to erect a 
monument to her memory. It was 
the only solace that now remained 
to the broken-hearted parent. The 
first impulse of affection would have 
expressed itself in sculptured marble, 
the most beautiful and costly that the 
times and circumstances could afford. 
But one who stood near him and 
shared his grief, said, “Why not make 
it a living monument? Why not es
tablish in this little village a school 
where other daughters shall grow to 
a worthy and beautiful Christian 
womanhood?” The question fell into 
his heart like a seed. Watered with 
the dews of sorrowing love, it quickly 
sprang up. Judge Wheaton was a 
man of decision and energy. His 
purpose once formed, there was no

JUDGE lABAN WHEATON.
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delay in execution. So rapidly were ering that met in the small school-
his plans matured that scarcely a year room on that April morning in 1835.
passed ere the fruit appeared. Thir- There was Miss Eunice Caldwell, who
teen months after the daughter was had consented to serve as temporary
laid away a number of young ladies principal till Mount Holyoke Semi-
were assembled with their teachers in nary should be completed and call her
a plain but comfortable building, to the work to which she had already
which was the earliest embodiment promised her service. There, too,
of Wheaton Seminary. To the was Mary Lyon, busy enough, as one
trustees, assembled in the homestead might imagine, planning and working
across the street, Judge Wheaton said and raising money for the establish-
with quivering lip, as he pointed to ment of that great school in the Con-
the newly-completed building, “I had necticut valley to which her life had
a beloved daughter. There is a part been consecrated with true mission-

SEMINARY HALL.

of her inheritance; I know not how 
much more it may be.” The story 
of the school’s origin has been simply 
and touchingly told by one who was 
for some time a teacher at Wheaton, * 
in a poem read at the dedication of a 
new building in 1856.

About the first school building 
everything was new and primitive. 
There was as yet no hint of lawn, and 
trees and shrubbery, that are so fa
miliar to recent pupils and that lend 
so much of beauty and of pleasure to 
the Wheaton of the present time. 
That was, however, a significant gath-

*Mary E. Blair.

ary spirit, yet finding time to advise 
and assist in founding the sister insti
tution in Norton, and generously 
lending her friend and helper, Miss 
Caldwell, to set the school firmly on 
its feet. Such a noble example of un
selfishness and breadth of mind and 
sympathy, added to the earnest, en
thusiastic spirit of Miss Lyon, could 
not fail to make its impression upon 
all the pupils gathered there and also 
upon the life and character of the in
stitution through all succeeding years.

Mary Lyon was the first to suggest 
the need of a boarding-house for the 
pupils; and it was her energy and per-
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sistence that secured the realization 
of her idea. At first the pupils 
boarded with families in town, many 
of them being accommodated in the 
spacious residence of Judge Wheaton, 
since known as the Mansion House. 
This arrangement did not satisfy the 
progressive notions of Miss Lyon; 
and, as her friend. Miss Caldwell, 
said, “She fairly talked the boarding
house into being.” It was completed 
during the second year of the semi
nary’s existence, and has become a 
permanent and important part of the 
life of the institution. When the 
building for Mount Holyoke Semi
nary at South Hadley was completed 
in 1836, Miss Lyon necessarily dis
continued her visits to Wheaton, as 
her own school required all her ener
gies. Miss Caldwell also resigned her 
position, according to promise, and 
not a few Wheaton pupils went with 
their teacher to the new school. The 
relation of the two schools was thus 
very intimate at the first. Not only 
did Wheaton send a number of her 
best pupils to swell the ranks of the 
first class at Mount Holyoke, but the 
girls at Wheaton, inspired by the en
thusiasm of Miss Lyon, contributed 
between two and three hundred dol
lars towards the furnishing of the sis
ter seminary. Since that time the two 
schools have been wholly independ
ent of one another. True, there has

always been a marked simi
larity in one point, owing 
doubtless to the common 
influence of Miss Lyon 
at the beginning. Like 
Mount Holyoke, Wheaton 
Seminary has maintained 
through all her history a 
strong religious and mis
sionary spirit. Many pu
pils have gone forth from 
her halls to mission fields, 
both home and foreign. 
But the development of the 
institutional life of the 
schools has been along di
vergent lines. They oc
cupy distinct positions in 

the educational field, and represent 
independent ideals and purposes. 
The domestic arrangements charac
teristic of Mount Holyoke were never 
introduced at Wheaton; nor have 
the directors of the latter institution 
ever sought to increase the number 
of pupils beyond a certain clearly 
defined limit. The distinctive aim 
of Wheaton Seminary may be 
summed up as follows: To com
bine with a high and progressive 
standard of scholarship the privileges 
of family life and a refined home 
influence.

The life at Wheaton makes possible 
a degree of personal contact between 
teacher and pupil and the exercise of 
a moral influence that is impossible

REV. SAMUEL V. COLE. 
President of Wheaton Seminary.
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in a larger school. The pupils and 
teachers live together under one roof; 
they meet at the common family 
table; they assemble for family devo
tions morning and evening; they 
share with one another the pleasure 
of many a delightful excursion to 
neighboring cities or places of 
historic interest; and so in num
berless ways there are found op
portunities for the exercise of that 
personal influence which is invalu-

Olivia Shaw, of the class of 1844, 
is well known as the “Faith Lati- 

of the Sunday School Times.mer
Miss Almira Hayward, of 1853, for 
many years had charge of the Cam
bridge public library, and published

able in the devel
opment of youthful 
character and which 
can never be obtained 
in the mere contact 
of the lecture room 
and social gathering.

The number of 
Wheaton graduates 
who have made a name 
for themselves in literary circles 
is by no means small. A well 
known writer and editor in Bos
ton once said to a principal of 
the school: “I always like to re
ceive contributions from your pu
pils; they vurite good English.” Lydia 
Folger, afterwards Mrs. L. N. Fow
ler, an early pupil of Wheaton, was 
probably one of the first Ameri
can women to take a complete medi
cal course. After studying in Paris, 
she practised very successfully in 
London, and wrote several books.

A PARLOR.

“A Birthday Book of the Poets” and 
“Rhymes for Holiday Times.” The 
names of Miss Susan Hayes Ward 
of the Independent, Mrs. E. W. 
Thompson, author of “Beaten Paths,” 
Miss Harriet E. Paine, writer of 
“Song Birds of New England,” Mrs. 
Kate Upson Clark, Mrs. Caroline S. 
Creevey, and Miss Emily Huntington, 
of New York, Mrs. Johnson Sherman 
of Chicago, Mrs. Estelle M. Hatch Mer
rill of Cambridge, Mrs. D. A. Lincoln 
of Boston, and Miss Eleanor Norcross, 
of Paris. France, are all of them well
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known. These are but a few of the 
pupils of Wheaton who are contrib
uting their part to the most helpful 
type of modern literature.

Among those who have been teach
ers at the seminary, two names call for 
special mention. One was Miss 
Mary Jane Cragin. She taught 
mathematics from 1851 to 1858, and 
was an enthusiast in her subject. 
What was better still, she aroused a 
similar enthusiasm in her pupils; so

people as had the privilege of hearing 
and meeting her. Miss Larcom has 
thus characteristically expressed the 
parting word of Wheaton Seminary 
to her daughters:
“I strove to prepare you, mind, heart, 

hands and feet.
For action, for service, for ministries sweet, 
In the vistas of being that stretch on 

beyond
Your vision and mine, where one glorious 

bond
Links the earth to the heavens. I would 

have you outgrow 
The beginnings of 

wisdom I taught 
you to know.

The brook to a 
river must broad
en apace;

The foot-path lead 
out into infinite 
space;

that the interest 
in mathematical 
studies was for a 
time one of the 
marked characteris
tics of the school.
A prominent edu
cator, writing of 
Miss Cragin after 
her death,said: “She 
was a woman who 
came as near the 
ideal of a true teacher, everything 
considered, as any that we have ever 
known.” To this day her name is per
petuated by a beautiful woodland path 
on the outskirts of the village, known 
as “Miss Cragin’s Walk.”

The other teacher w^as Lucy Lar
com, so well known through her poet
ical writings. To the time of her 
death she took a lively interest in the 
seminary, and her frequent visits and 
lectures were always occasions of gen
uine delight to the girls as well as to 
the teachers and such of the towns

IN THE SEMINARY WOODS.

And who can foretell what new wonders 
await.

When Time shall swing backward Eternity’s 
gate?’’

Sixty-three years have wrought 
considerable changes in the school. 
The aged founder lived to see his 
work grow and prosper. For ten 
years he watched over the interests 
of the institution, his venerable form 
moving picturesquely through the 
group of pupils and teachers from 
time to time. By one who knew him 
he has been thus described: “His
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CAROLINE C. METCALF.

massive head crowned a frame that 
marked him as one born to com
mand; but his genial bearing toward 
teachers and pupils drew 
them to him in reverent 
trustfulness, nor could the 
least thoughtful go from a 
brief interview with him 
without being impressed 
with the wisdom, benig
nity, and benevolence of 
their friend and benefac
tor.” His memory is 
worthy of being perpetu
ated with that of the Rev.
Joseph Emerson, of By
field, as one of the few 
men of his time who felt the im
portance of higher education for 
women. In the year 1845, fo*" fhe last 
time. Judge Wheaton, then in his 
ninety-second year, with his own 
trembling hands gave the graduates 
their diplomas and spoke a few words 
by way of parting counsel as they went 
out from their school life to the larger 
life of the world.

The institution which was so dear 
to the heart of the father was fostered 
with equal care by the son, Laban M. 
Wheaton. Under his supervision 
new buildings were erected and other 
improvements made; and when, 
twenty years later, he too passed 
away, his widow, Mrs. Eliza B. 
Wheaton, continued the good work. 
Every pupil of to-day learns to love

and reverence the kindly woman who, 
from her quiet mansion across the 
way, manifests a friendly interest in 
all that concerns the seminary. Al
though in her eighty-ninth year, she 
retains her faculties of mind and body 
unimpaired; and her benevolent spirit 
prompts ever new and generous gifts 
that add to the comfort of the pupils 
and the efficiency of the school. 
While her chief interest is naturally 
centered in the institution which has 
fallen to her special care, the village 
in which she lives has shared her 
bounty, and will ever hold her in 
grateful remembrance. Not many 
years ago she asked the privilege of 
repairing the Congregational church, 
which is attended by the teachers and 
pupils of the seminary. When the 

repairs were completed, 
the building was trans
formed from an old-fash
ioned edifice without form 
or comeliness to a modern 
structure of beauty and 
taste, finished in Califor
nia redwood. At an
other time she built and 
presented to the town a 
public library building, 
which stands at the head 
of the main street of the 
village, fronting the Com

mon, and is an object of pride to every 
citizen.

Were one of the first pupils to re
turn to Wheaton at the present time, 
she would scarcely recognize the in-

MARY JANE CRAGIN.
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stitution in its modern form, so many 
and so great have been the improve
ments during the passing years. 
Where at first stood one small and 
plain building, in an equally plain 
yard, is now a group of large and " 
commodious structures surrounded 
with trees and shrubbery, green 
lawns and shady walks, with many 
a delightful nook for out-door study 
during the warm days of spring and

eminence, is the observatory with its 
telescope and other apparatus for the 
practical study of astronomy.

Outside the grounds are many

GLIMPSES OF NORTON.

fall. Most conspicuous of the group 
is Seminary Hall, a fine building con
taining recitation rooms, cabinets, 
laboratory, studio, library and gym
nasium. Here, too, is a large hall 
where the pupils gather for morning 
prayers and where are held many lec
tures and concerts. Only a few steps 
from Seminary Hall is the Home, 
where the boarding pupils live. In 
the architecture of this 
building, which bespeaks 
various additions, one may 
see evidences of expansion 
to meet growing needs.
In its present form it af
fords suitable accommoda
tion for about seventy-five 
students, besides the teach
ers who live with the pupils 
and exercise a friendly 
watch over them. Not far 
from the two main build
ings is the bowling alley; 
and a little farther, on an

spots that have be
come closely asso
ciated with the 
seminary life, and 
that are eagerly 
s ou g h t by new 
students and fond
ly remembered by 
old ones. There 
are the Seminary 

Woods, beginning at a remote part of 
the seminary grounds and stretching 
away to an unknown distance south
ward. How many quiet hours have 
been passed in their cool shade! For 
longer rambles there is the Triangle 
in the Neck Woods, the Willow 
Road, Saxifrage Ledge, the Old Saw 
Mill and Cathedral Woods. Some 

of these familiar landmarksone IS

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY.
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sure to be sighted in the daily tramp 
that every pupil of the seminary is 
expected to take. And there are 
occasional pilgrimages to places 
more remote. Winneconnet Lake, 
King Philip’s Cave, the Copper 
Works, the Furnace and Wood
ward Spring receive many a visit 
from the more robust walkers.

This out-door life is an important 
feature of the seminary course, for 
the location is one of the best in 
point of healthfulness in the state. 
Besides the walking or bicycle 
riding that is practised every after
noon when the weather will per
mit, there are frequent excursions 
in the fields and woods with a 
teacher, to study the birds and 
flowers in their native haunts. The 
healthful influence of air and exer
cise, combined with the regular hours 
and wholesome food of the seminary 
home, is abundantly manifest in the 
faces of the girls, many of whom 
gain perceptibly in color and carriage 
within a few weeks after the opening 
of the term.

For such nature study the town of 
Norton affords exceptionally good 
opportunities. Although so near Bos
ton that it can be reached in about 
three-quarters of an hour, with Provi
dence only eighteen miles to the 
southwest, Taunton six miles 
southward, and Fall River and 
New Bedford within a thirty 
mile radius, it has retained to 
an unusual degree the quiet and 
retirement of early days. Song 
birds of every de
scription may be 
found within its 
leafy groves. The 
scarlet tanager 
and the grosbeak, 
the bluebird and 
crimson linnet, 
not to speak of 
the more com
mon robin, spar
row and wood
pecker, all build 
their nests under THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

THE WHEATON HOMESTEAD.

the very eyes of the girls amid 
the shrubbery of the lawn. “In 
many directions,” says Lucy Lar- 
com, "the past of a Norton girl 
glows with picturesque reminiscences. 
To speak of it brings up visions of 
meadows illumed with rose-purple 
arethusas—how abundantly they 
used to grow!—or of brook borders 
softened with the twilight blue of 
fringed gentians; recollections, too, 
of happy excursions, teacher and 
scholar together, in search of the first 
white announcement of spring on 
Saxifrage Ledge, or the first shivering 
violet near the waterfall at the de
serted mill.” And when these excur
sions are taken in company with some 

enthusiastic lover of nature like 
John Burroughs, as occasion
ally they are, the pleasure of 
them is greatly enhanced. One 
of the special treats of the 
course is the periodical visit of 
Professor Young of Princeton 

for the astro
nomical lectures, 
to which are al
ways added fa
miliar talks on 
other practical 
topics.

Very near to 
nature's heart is 
Old Wheaton; 
yet she is by no 
means shut out 
of the great 
world, nor cut off

9

ality, which could 
not fail to make a 
deep impress upon 
the school. She 
was a woman of re
markable executive 
ability, and during 
her administration 
the number of pu
pils greatly in
creased and the 
course of study was 
broadened and sys
tematized. Her 
aim was to secure 
teachers thorough
ly fitted for their

from the privileges of the larger cities. special work and then to leave them to
The town of Norton boasts of five rail- pursue their own methods. To this
way stations, Norton, Crane’s, Norton day her sayings are often quoted and
Furnace, Barrowsville and Chartley, anecdotes of her vigorous method of
all within a radius of three miles from dealing with difficulties are related,
the seminary. Plans have also been Her memory is held in much the same
perfected for the electric road that regard at Wheaton as is that of Mary
will run its cars to and from Mans- Lyon at Mount Holyoke,
field, Taunton and Attleboro. The After Mrs. Metcalf’s resignation 
pupils often visit the neighboring came one or two short administra-
towns and cities, especially Boston, tions, till Miss A. E. Stanton was
with their teachers, to attend lectures chosen principal in 1880. She had al-
or to study paintings, sculpture and ready been connected with the semi-
other works of art. The symphony nary as teacher for a number of years,
concerts, art collections and museums and was eminently qualified for the
of the metropolis are enjoyed by new position to which she was called,
them. Better still, specialists in va- Entering upon her work in thorough
rious lines make frequent visits to the sympathy with Wheaton ideals and
school, supplementing in the best man- understanding fully the needs and
ner the work of the regular teachers, possibilities of the institution, she car-

The seminary has 
been fortunate in 
its principals and 
teachers. During 
the first sixteen 
years of its exist
ence the school had 
five different prin
cipals; but in the 
year 1850 Mrs.
Caroline Metcalf 
became principal 
and held the posi
tion for twenty-six 
years. Mrs. Met
calf was a woman 
of strong individu-

WHEATON SEMINARY.
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THE SKATING POND.
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ried on its work vigorously and suc
cessfully for sixteen years. Her unaf
fected dignity and grace of manner, 
combined with genuine kindliness of 
spirit, will never be forgotten by the 
host of young ladies who have gone 
forth during those years to all parts 
of the country. It was hers to guide 
the seminary through a difficult pe
riod of its existence, when years of 
financial depression and the rapid up- 
springing of numberless 
other institutions of dif
ferent grades made large 
draughts upon the con
stituency of the older 
schools. When, therefore, 
she resigned her task at 
the close of the sixteenth 
year of her principalship 
and the twenty-fifth of her 
service in the school, many 
expressions of regret came 
pouring in from alumna; 
and friends; yet all felt 
that she had richlv

possessed of many qualities which pe
culiarly fit him for his new position. 
To a thorough education acquired in 
college and theological seminary is 
added the cultivation derived from 
foreign travel. Progressive in spirit, 
exceedingly tactful in manner, he is 
fully abreast of the times in all his 
ideals and methods. With a modest 
and quiet demeanor he combines such 
firmness and persistence of purpose

THE OLD LEONARD HOUSE.

earned the rest which she sought.
After much thought and a careful 

survey of the situation, the trustees of 
the seminary decided upon a new de
parture in the management of the 
school. Hitherto it had always been 
under the charge of a woman, with 
the title of Principal. Now a man was 
chosen, to be known as the President 
of the seminary. The choice fell on 
the Rev. Samuel V. Cole, then pastor 
of the Broadway Congregational 
church of Taunton. Mr. Cole is

THE VILLAGE POST OFFICE.

that he seldom fails to se
cure the fulfilment of his 
plans; and at the same 
time he wins the confi
dence of all who come in 
contact with him, whether 
young or old. As a pas
tor and preacher he has 
been successful and popu
lar; and the city of Taun
ton has lost in his depart
ure one who has been 
recognized as an increas

ingly influential citizen. In the special 
work of the teacher he has had wide 
and successful experience; and for a 
number of years he has been intimately 
connected with Wheaton Seminary as 
one of its trustees, so that he has had 
abundant opportunity to become fa
miliar with its ideals and needs. The 
presence also of Mrs. Cole in the 
Seminary Home, her attractive per
sonality, her cultivation and refine
ment, will exert their influence upon 
the young ladies who will come in
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THE COPPER WORKS.

daily contact with her. The warm 
home feeling which has always char
acterized the seminary, and which has 
infused into every pupil a spirit of filial 
loyalty, will hereafter be felt more 
strongly than ever. The new depart
ure in the form of administration im
plies some changes in policy and plan; 
but, under whatever form and name, 
the institution will be true to its origi
nal purpose and will maintain all its 
old associations and traditions. En
largements and improvements in 
equipment may be expected; but the 
fidelity of the in
coming adminis
tration to Wheaton 
ideals is indicated 
by the following 
sentences from 
President Cole’s 
inaugural address;

“Magnitude and 
magnificence of 
material equip
ment do not con
stitute the most 
important factors 
in educational 
work. The great 
university is an ab
solute necessity; 
the large college, 
too, has its own 
place; what the

small institution 
has to offer is not 
something in
ferior, but some
thing different; 
certainly it may 
be said that its 
product is hand
picked and hand- 
packed, or, to 
change the figure, 
it is hand-made. 
The great thing is 
to get your pupils 
actually to drink 
of knowledge, of 
truth, of beauty, 
of righteousness, 
and so create in 

them a thirst for the best things. 
When this happens, no matter where 
it happens, the whole world from 
that moment becomes their univer
sity; they absorb from it through 
every pore — and they shall be filled.

Most of the monuments in our 
cemeteries are going to decay; from 
many a stone not half a century old 
the inscription is being rapidly ef
faced, and even those that are most 
carefully preserved are read by few. 
But the monument that Judge 
Wheaton erected to his daughter

THE OLD MILL.
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sixty years ago grows daily more 
beautiful and significant. Every year 
a fresh band of youthful pilgrims 
coming to the shrine reads its mean
ing and goes forth to tell its story to 
the generation following; and thus 
year after year she, being dead, yet 
speaks words of inspiration and bless
ing to youthful minds, and her per
petuated life becomes a source of 
helpful influence to many hearts.

Years ago Miss Caldwell’s suc
cessor to the principalship of 
Wheaton, Miss Eliza R. Knight, de
signed a seal for the seminary. On it 
is engraved a fountain with the 
legend: “Who drinks will thirst for 
more.” To-day the designer, now 
Mrs. Beane, a lady of more than 
eighty years, may look out from the 
window of her home in the hospitable 
Wheaton mansion and see, through 
the shrubbery, the white figure of 
Hebe at the fountain, holding out her 
cup to all who enter the seminary 
grounds, thus mutely repeating the 
thought expressed on the seal; and 
as the years pass by an ever-increas
ing company of maidens comes to 
the fountain to drink for a few joyous 
years and then become willing mes
sengers to carry the spirit of aspira
tion, the blessed thirst for knowledge, 
to countless homes and communities. 
Already the graduates of the institu
tion may be found in every state in 
the Union, as well as in other lands 
and in numberless mission fields. 
Young girls are coming every year 
from distant parts of the land to study 
in the dear old school where their 
mothers studied years ago. And so 
as the school enters upon a new era 
in her history many eyes are watch
ing her with eager and loving interest, 
and many hearts widely scattered join 
in hearty and loyal response to Mrs. 
Kate Upson Clark’s hymn to Old 
Wheaton:

“Amid sunny meadows,
Where tremulous shadows
Chase ever the glowing day;
Where forests enchanted,
By dream-fairies haunted.
Wave beckoning boughs alway;

There, honored and cherished in beauty 
serene.

Thou reignest forever, our well-belov’d 
queen.

Thy daughters true hearted,
Though far from thee parted.
Thy memory ever adore.
With full heart we praise thee.
And gladly we raise thee 
A song, Alma Mater, once more, 

While blue-birds are singing thro’ all thy 
bright bowers,

And all thy dim woodlands are fragrant 
with flowers.”

If the seminary is to many the 
object of chief interest in Norton, 
the town itself is not without interest, 
both historical and present. It has 
many claims to recognition as one of 
the most attractive rural towns in the 
state. Its union of accessibility and 
retirement; its numerous romantic 
nooks and beautiful bits of scenery 
seldom found in a country so level; 
its ponds and streams; its pleasant 
drives; its healthful climate, — these 
and other features make it a pleasant 
spot for a home, and leave their de
lightful memory in the mind of the 
visitor.

Winneconnet Pond, on the shores 
of which the first permanent settle
ment was made, is a beautiful sheet of 
water, in the southeast part of the 
town, covering a hundred and twenty 
acres and abounding in fish. King 
Philip used frequently to visit Norton, 
especially the neighborhood of the 
pond, for hunting and fishing; and 
King Philip’s Cave is still pointed out 
as the traditional spot where he made 
his headquarters on those occasions.

Originally Norton formed a part of 
Taunton “North Purchase,” in com
mon with Raynham, Easton, and 
other towns which have since ac
quired a separate identity. It was 
incorporated as a town by itself in 
1711. Norton shared in all the strug
gles, privations and triumphs of Old 
Colony history. In the days of the 
American Revolution it was ablaze 
with patriotic sentiment. It antici
pated events by starting a company 
for Boston on the very day of the
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Battle of Lexington, and nearly two 
months before the great Declaration 
its citizens “voted, if the Honorable 
Continental Congress should think 
proper to declare the United Colonies 
independent of Great Britain, that 
they will support them with their lives 
and fortunes.” Another item of his
torical interest is the fact that the keel 
of the frigate Constitution was made of 
oak cut in the woods not far from 
Wheaton Seminary. One of the 
anchors of the Constitution was forged 
in Taunton, only seven miles away, 
and was so heavy, the old records tell 
us, as to require ten yoke of oxen to 
drag it to tide water on Taunton 
river.

Among the Norton industries, iron 
and copper manufactures formerly 
held a large place. As early as 1695 
the Leonards established a foundry at 
Stony Brook, and in later times Nor
ton Eurnace near the Taunton line 
became a well-known center of ac
tivity. The Leonards were a distin
guished family in all this region. 
They claimed descent from Edward 
HI., in two lines, and “lived in the 
style of the English nobility.” In 
Norton they maintained a private deer 
park at one time. At the close of the 
last century, when the last Lord 
Dacre, bearing the name of Leonard, 
died, it was supposed that Judge 
Leonard of Norton might claim the 
title. But he said that “he preferred 
to be lord of acres in America than 
Lord Dacre in England.” It is 
handed down that King Philip enter
tained a very friendly feeling for the 
members of the Leonard family, be
cause possibly they allowed him to get 
his guns repaired at their iron works 
in Taunton.

At the Copper Works, two miles 
from Norton Center, a large business 
was done in making the copper 
sheathing for the vessels that sailed 
from the ports of Taunton and New 
Bedford, and in supplying the United 
States government with blank discs 
for the old cumbersome copper cents. 
When the business was removed to

Taunton, owing to better facilities in 
transportation and to other causes, the 
buildings were allowed to gather 
about themselves the glory of old 
ruins, and to-day they afford one of 
the most picturesque sights in town.

The principal villages of Norton, 
with one exception, have each a sepa
rate post-office and railway station. 
The village of Barrowsville is on the 
branch road connecting Taunton and 
Attleborough.

In the very center of the village, at 
a spot where there is an excellent 
water privilege, lie the ruins of what 
was once a mill for the manufacture of 
cotton thread. Less than half a dozen 
years ago it was in active operation. 
But one night the factory was burned 
to the ground, and, the company own
ing it being somewhat embarrassed 
financially, it has never been rebuilt. 
Doubtless, however, so promising n 
site will soon attract the capital of 
some new enterprise, and Barrows
ville will become once more a thriving 
village.

In the opposite corner of the town, 
almost on the border of Easton, stands 
the mill erected by Mr. Nathaniel 
Newcomb for the manufacture of cot
ton batting. Though the mill is no 
longer operated, the building shows 
none of the marks of decay, but is still 
a witness to the thrift of its original 
owner and his descendants. The 
entire neighborhood known as New
comb’s Corner is one of the most 
delightful sections of the town. 
Recognizing his indebtedness to the 
place where he had accumulated a 
goodly fortune, Mr. Newcomb left in 
his will a sum of money for the erec
tion of a town hall at Norton Center. 
The building is a fitting companion to 
the public library given by Mrs. 
Wheaton.

Other industries have been more 
fortunate than those referred to. and 
have grown into the permanent life of 
the town. That part of Norton which 
borders on Attleborough was very 
naturally infected with the fever for the 
manufacture of jewelry. As a result.
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the village of Chartley, with its two 
jewelry shops, its chapel, and its 
grammar school, has taken a long 
stride forward. About midway be
tween Chartley and the Center is a 
large establishment for the manufac
ture of wooden and paper boxes, 
owned by Mr. Andrew H. Sweet. 
The two large factory buildings, with 
the numerous cottages which have 
been erected for the employees, form 
a growing village. To supply the 
material for the wooden boxes manu
factured here and at the mill in East 
Norton, not a little attention has been 
given to the cultivation of pine trees, 
for which the soil of Norton and vicin
ity is peculiarly adapted. A stranger 
cannot but be struck, as he walks or 
drives about the town, by the somewhat 
unusual appearance of the artificial pine 
groves in different parts. They look 
much like orchards, with the trees in 
regular rows; and as they are care
fully trimmed to a distance of twenty 
or thirty feet from the ground, one 
can stand in the road and look down 
long, shady aisles carpeted with pine 
needles, while the sunlight plays 
through the branches, giving the ap
pearance of a grand cathedral. No 
wonder that the largest of these 
groves is known as “The Cathedral 
Woods.”

Half a mile north of the seminary, 
yet so secluded by its position in 
a slight hollow that the dweller in 
the Center is scarcely aware of its ex
istence, is the Talbots’ wool scouring 
factory, which treats 100,000 pounds 
of wool per week. Close to the same 
spot a new enterprise is establishing

its plant, which bids fair to become 
the largest in the town. This is the 
J. T. Morse Wool Cleansing Com
pany. Five iron buildings are in proc
ess of construction, and will be ready 
for work in April or May. These con
stitute only about one-eighth of the 
plant contemplated. The whole plant 
when complete will employ from 3,000 
to 5)000 hands, and will treat annually 
100,000,000 pounds of wool.

The soil of Norton is not adapted to 
general farming. One might easily 
fancy that poultry farming was the 
principal industry, from the number 
of hen houses and yards to be seen on 
every road. Thousands of chickens 
and ducks and turkeys are raised 
every year for the Boston markets. A 
few market gardens have been estab
lished on a profitable basis; and 
several low meadows afford the 
best facilities for the growth of 
cranberries.

Its dry, sandy soil and its many pine 
trees combine to make Norton a 
healthful town. In this respect it has 
for many years ranked third of all the 
towns in the state, one of the other 
two in this healthful trio lying but 
a few miles away. Hence it has been 
an attractive place of residence for re
tired business and professional men, 
who havehelped give agood tonetoits 
social and intellectual life. A walk or 
drive^ through its pine woods is re
freshing; and more than one invalid 
who has come to spend in the town 
the few remaining months allotted by 
his physician, has found the months 
lengthened to years of happy and 
vigorous life.


