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NEWS Answers Criticisms Of Education Article
News Interviews Sound Out
Students on Education Problem
Diverse Opinions
Found In Survey
Most Frequent Remarks
Are Tabulated By Board
This week ten News interviewers, given the assignment of
sounding out student opinion on
the News education survey, returned from their polling tours
With quotations from 160 students
on the subject of education. Because the lack of space makes imPossiblc the printing of the statement of each student, the News
board has tabulated the results of
the survey, listed the criticisms of
education most often made by the
students, and chosen for publication those quotations which best
express each criticism.
The interviewers found first that
the discussion of education in
News is not meeting unanimous
approval on the part of the students, although nineteen students
Went so far in their approbation as
to give their entire support t o the
five demands made last week. Said
0
ne student: "News is doing a
&reat thing in bringing to mind the
educational problems which are
certainly pertinent at this time. I
hope student::; and faculty a like
Will take it to h eart. I think we
should h ave a litt.lc more general
thought on the subject and then
become spcci fie as to the ills of
lhe various departments. The entire Present system needs a good
hashing over. The lack of synchronization in our programs is the
Chief fault." And from a nother:
:::::--_

llarvard Cyclists
lo Arrive Sunday
Outing Club Will Stage
Forty-Mile Bicycle Race
Not discouraged with their unsuccessful attempt to subdue our
fernalc campus by force of the
hockey stick Harvard boys wi ll
stage a iort;-mile bicycle race to
Wheaton this Sunday morning.
~lernbers of the Harvard Bicycle
l:!oys, a group under the college
~Uting Club, wi ll jump on their
0
'" ·wheelers at the stroke of 10:00
A. M. and pedal frantically in a
race to determine which lucky man
WiJJ be the first to reach the outstretched arn1s of some 460 WhcatOnites.
According
to
correspondent
~teve Winship, the Outing Club
18
fostering special expeditions to
nearby college commu nities which
have the des ire to establish musclc~Uilding organizations of the
Strengththrujoyish" type.
The Bicycle Boys plan to arrive
between 12 :30 and 1 :00 P. M., deJlending upon the number of down
grades between Norton and Cambridge, They will devote the rest
of the day to campaigning f~r
tnorc and better outing clubs m
lhe state of Massachusetts, and
after supper the official Harvard
Outing Club Station Wagon and
a truck will arrive to carry all
ll1uscle-bound cyclers back to Cambridge the easy way.

"This is a good time to consider
the problems of education. I approve of the five points and hope
News will carry on. Too many
people come to college because
'it's the thing to do'. We should
sit down and decide what we're
really here for and whcth~r we're
getting it or not under this present system."
But, said one student:
"I think it's entirely unnecessary to conduct such a campaign.
All it seems to have brought up
are the defects and none of the

"I am satisfied with the system
just as it is," said one freshman.
Said another student, who in her
statement included her ideas on
specialization, "The present system seems quite satisfactory. It
has given me what I want-a
broad background. After all, I
didn't come here to specialize, but
expect to do that later. Tutorial
courses are admittedly excellent
plans of study, but I think many
of them in one program would
prove to be too difficult for the
average student.
Smaller Classes
The request made most often
by students was for small classes,
seminars, group discussions, and
tutorial meetings. The opinions
of thirty-one students are repre-

For Consideration
The Students Suggest The Following Problems
J. Small classes, seminars, and tutorial work
2 . A study of the problem of freshman year
3 . Correlation between courses and dep<irtmeuts
4 . Opportunities for individual work
5 . Consideration of the abilities and needs of
the individual student
e.fTorl,s of t he fac ulty to help us.
The generalizations are too swe~ping. Every single point appltes
to pos t graduai,e work. I like a
general background. I'm perfectly satisfied with the way the college is run."
.
One student approved of the 1,dca
of the survey, but objected to the
method by which it was being c~nducted. " ' Public opini on' which
was quoted in News last week
seems to have consisted of the
ideas of a very few people. If this
campaign is going to be contin.ued
there should be regular quest10nnaires di stributed t o everyone and
the res ults tabulated in a businesslike manner."
Of the 160 students interviewed,
10 expressed their complete satisfaction with the present system.

sented by the following statement
made by a junior:
"I feel that we need more small
classes, more tutorials and seminars, more personal contact with
professors, and more understanding."
Said one senior: "The tutorial
system is excellent, but it should
be extended to reach all senior
maj ors. I al so believe that on ly
four subjects should be required
our senior year. However, if a
student wishes to take five courses,
she should be allowed to do so."
One senior, approving of the tutorial system but pointing out a
weakness in it, said, "The tutorial
system is good, but it's too bad
we can't have more tutors.
(Continued on page 4)
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War Relief Notes
News Reorganizes
Members On Board
Cathy Sellew, Alice Reed
Made Assistant Editors
Reorganization of the News
board, necessitated by the resignation of J ean Pedrick from one of
the two assistant editorships of
News, this week resulted in the
a ppointment of Catharine Sellew
and Alice Dickey Recd as assistant
editors.
The juniors now serving on
News board are Catharine Sellew,
Alice Reed, and Althea Hooff. Jean
Pedrick will remain on the staff
as a feature writer.
Catharine, who joined the News
staff a s a feature writer in the fall
of her sophomore year, is a member of Psyche, an active member
of D. A., and a member of the
newly-formed Tritonei,tes. Alice
came to Wheaton last year as ,l
transfer from Pennsylvania College for Women. She joined the
News staff as a reporter this fall,
is also an active member of D. A.,
and last year sang in choir.
Sue Chittenden, '46, has been
added to the staff as a headline
writer.

The r esults of the sewing program in the Scm are very evident. Five dresses, thirty skirts,
and over a hundred diapers
have already been delivered to
the Red Cross of Attleboro, and
many other garments are almost
completed. The number of individuals who have worked in the Sem
has risen to one hundred sixteen.
The knitters are also active, and
some of them have returned fin ished articles.
The Sem is also a center for the
collection of old clothes. The box
for them is open for your contributions.

This Week's Headlines
British seize Axis base in Lybia
U. S. troops st a tioned at Dutch
Guiana.
Lewis calls off coal s trike. Accepts Roosevelt's plan for
three-man arbitration.
Charlie Chaplin's next film to
be comedy adaptation of Bluebeard theme.
Earthquake rocks Lisbon, ooast
towns, and Madiera. Most
violent recorded since 1735.
Nazi troops draw nearer Moscow.

More Opinions Are
Soph Banquet,
Aim Of Discussion
Hayride, Dance
Held This Weekend Survey Seeks Completer
The sound of wagon wheels and
gay snatches of song will drift
across the campus of Wheaton
this afternoon, as the sophomol'es roll in the weekend of their
dance with a hayride. Then, changing well-worn slacks for waltzing
skirts, they will honor their guests
at a banquet in Emerson Dining
Hall and dance in Plimpton Hall.
Hilda Rodman and her committee have planned the menu and
Nancy Wells selected silver key
chains stamped with the Wheaton
seal for each guest's place.
Nancy Heller obtained Peter
Cutler and his orchestra for the
evening. The sophomores, blueand-whitc programs designed by
Virginia Kirk fluttering from their
wrists, will dance from 8 until 12
o'clock. During the intermission
ginger ale punch and assorted
cookies will be served.
---o--

Circolo Italiano, Tertulia
And French Students
Hold Meetings This Week
The Circolo Italiano and Tcrtu1ia both held mceting-s this· week
on Thursday. At ·1 :30 the Circolo
Italiano met in Student Parlor to
listen to Italian records, play
games, and sing Italian Christmas
carols. Tea was served after the
meeting.
Tertulia met in Y cllow Parlor
Thursday evening at nine o'clock.
'I<;vclyn Ramos gave an interesting
talk on the everyday life of a girl
in Chile, after which Spanish songs
were sung and refreshments
served.
On Wednesday an opportunity
was given to those interested in
French to speak that language
when a tea was given in S. A. B.
to which all past and present
French students, and anyone else
who wished to come and converse
in French, were invited.

Campus Representation

Having published last Saturday
an issue of News in which were
set forth five major demands based
on the statements made by the
students who had been approached
by News interviewers on the subject of education, the News board
prepared itself to meet the storm
of favorable and
unfavorable
criticism which such a campaign
would inevitably produce.
The storm was not slow in gathering. Quick and definite were the
reactions of both the faculty and
students, and they ranged from enthusiastic approval of the News
campaign to bitter condemnation.
Some students approved of the
attempt of the News board to
bring to the attention of. the college a problem which has now become a concern of educators and
students throughout the country,
namely, education in a democracy.
However, they accused News of
assuming without valid basis that
all Wheaton students agree on the
changes which should be made in
education, or even in thinking that
the system is not perfect as it is.
The News intenriewers had approached too few students for the
survey to present a fair sampling
of student opinion and the five demands imply a unanimity of campus thought which does not exist,
the students said. From other students came warnings of the danger of acting too hastily.
These student.s felt that before
demands for a reorganization of
any part of the college curriculum
are made, the students and faculty
must first draw up their definition
of education. We must decide
what furiction a college should play
in a democracy, they said. Then
we must study the present system
carefully in order to see in what
respects it · is achieving the purpose of education and in what respects it is failing. Many students
(Continued on page 3)

So, ""Hail To Britannia"!
Twenty-two
shopping
days !
Count 'em! And then-Christmas,
ushering in at Wheaton that fine
Christmas spirit; bringing to the
college that time of year when the
whole campus rings with the sound
of "Hail lo Britannia", and "Who
is the Madonna?" is the question
of the hour.
Christmas at Wheaton really begins two weeks from tonight, when,
in the hushed and darkened gymnasium, Gothic portals open to reveal the pageantry of the 14th
century Nativity Play. The mystery of the madonna is one to
which not even the seniors know
the answer, for by tradition her
identity is kept secret until her
appearance in the annunciation
scene, when she receives the message of the angel Gabriel.
At a recent meeting of the
Council, a change in the method of
choosing the Madonna was voted,
caused by the decision of the members of the art department not to
serve on the Committee which
chooses the Madonna. To the president of the senior class, the chairman of entertainments, and tile
president of the Dramatic Association, who, with two members of

the art department, have made up
the committee for electing th~
Madonna in the past, were added
the president of Y. W. C. A., and
the president of Art Club.
The seniors, at a class meeting
held Monday night, nominated students for the parts of the Madonna
and Joseph, and from the students
receiving the highest number of
nominations the committee ,vill
choose the seniors it regards as
most suited to the roles. The art
department will act as advisers on
the questions of the set lighting.
All those juniors and seniors who
have ever sung in choir have been
invited to be members of the Nativity Choir.
Christmas also means the Choir's
carol concert, the banquet, and, of
course, the Mummers' Play. Joan
Whiting, who has been elected
Master of Revels, will lead the
Mummers this year in their perforn1ance of the Sword Dance
play, given two years ago by the
seniors. The cast includes: the
Fool, Linda Willard; Pickle Herring, Nancy Heller; Cecily, Gaynor Lowry; and Nancy Humphrey,
Jean Steiner, Polly Palmer, Ruth
(Continued on page 3)
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Democracy In Education
If the subject of the discussion which News is attempting to
encourage on campus were to be summed up in a phrase, the phrase
would be, "Education for Democracy." Anyone who has thought
about the matter of education and democracy realizes that the two
can hardly be given separate consideration. ll'he development of free
and independent thought is impossible in any country except a demo·
cracy and democracy rests upon the foundation stones of education.
'The letter to Free Speech pointed out a need which was also mentioned b:i. some students interviewed by New1,. Before we can decide
what kind of educational system we want we must determine what
education should do. We must define education and the educated
person, and we must remember to associate in our minds education
and democracy. A college in a democracy, in fact any community in
a democracy, is a miniature of the democratic nation itself.
The question of democrcy in general may be too large for discussion at present. It must be discussed eventually, but until we have
had time to think and formulate our opinions on the general question
of democracy we can at least consider the question of democracy within
the college; until we are capable of studying the problem of the macrocosm we can turn our attention to the microcosm.
Thomas l\lann once wrote, "We must define democracy as that
form of government and of society which is inspired above every other
with the feeling and consciousness of the dignity of man." And once one
is conscious of man's dignity one becomes aware of the value, the essential need, of human tolerance and understanding. One learns to recognize in ones fellow rnen the high instincts and ambitions which are
particular expressions of the dignity and nobility attributed to man as
a whole.
A college is necessarily divided into two groups of people, the
student group, and the faculty group. An unfortunate consciousness
of this division has raised between students and faculty a wall of
prejudice and misunderstanding which prevents either group from seeing
that the other shares its own purpose and ideals. When students and
faculty meet as individuals, academic barriers dissolve without the
sacrifice of respect. They find instead common interests and aims, and
they are enriched by the experience of discussing a common problem
and exchanging ideas, even though their opinions may differ.
However, when one student thinks of the faculty as a body she
too often remembers a demand made of her at one time by one professor
which seemed to her unreasonable. When she thinks of "the faculty"
she thinks of all the teachers she has ever known, and individual professors lose their personal identity in this pseudo-homogeneous group.
In like manner. members of the faculty, when they regard the students
as a group remember the individual students who have shown too little
interest in their academic work or too little understanding of the
problems of the faculty. Conscious of their problems as professors and
of the fact that the students do not recognize them, they become convinced of the futility of discussion.
Wheaton is so small a college that students and faculty members
are often able to meet each other as individuals in classes and at
social functions, but whether or not they realize it some of them have
in their minds a conception of the other as belonging to a group which
is es,,entially antagonistic. All students have friends among the faculty
and all faculty members have friends among the students, but when
either group thinks of the other as a group the old taboos appear and
each group retires behind its battlements.
When the students ask for individual contacts with the faculty
they are really asking for the destruction of the barriers which cause
misunderstanding. rfhey realize that students and faculty in a college
are concerned with the same problem, that of learning, and they ask
that they be allowed to work together on it. They believe that by discussing their own special problems they will reach a level of understanding on which they can proceed together toward greater achievement
in education.

The last two issues of this paper
reveal a praise worthy interest in
the methods of education on the
part of the students or at least
the editorial board of the Wheaton
News. However, there are certain
weaknesses and omissions in the
presentation of the subject to
which I would draw attention in
the hope that faculty and students
may continue the discussion with
better mutual understanding of
aims and means. Perhaps some
of the "Demands" are being met
and certain others may be either
impractical or undesirable at this
time.
Faculty and Student Responsibility
First, in the list of demands and
editorial alike there was a conspicuous absence of any consciousness
of the problem of Wheaton's part
in education for a democracy.
There was no mention as to
whether or not the present curriculum is the one best suited to
students' present and future needs.
All criticisms were directed to
methods of teaching or the lack of
faculty appreciation of the worth
of the individual student. A discussion of methods is futile when
divorced from the educational
ideals that such methods are designed to serve. We would do well
therefore to clarify our common
aims and purposes. If there were
such a lack of recognition on part
of faculty of the student's sincerity of purpose as indicated it might
well result from the student's repudiation of her own responsibility in acquiring an education.
There is no magic potion that will
work while she sleeps.
Second, I would question the
accusation that faculty are uninterested in C students in general.
Often these students for varying
reasons come into the full possession of their powers at a later
date. To help such a serious student find herself is one of the
abiding
satisfactions
of
the
teacher.
However, all students are not in
the C category because of lack of
ability, preparation, or maturity.
Some potential honors students
with good reason often decide in
favor of heavy extra-curricular
programs rather than an honors
degree. The exceptional student
can of course do both.
The last type of C student, fortunately rare at Wheaton, is worthy of little consideration since
she possesses an excellent mind
and ability which she does not
choose to employ in the serious
pursuit of any of the many fields
and subjects offered in college. She
would do well to withdraw and
leave room for someone of lesser
ability and greater purpose.
Third, a college like Wheaton
obviously has a definite obligation
to offer to average and superior
students equality of educational
opportunity since the former comprise the greater number. However, there is a more basic reason
why needs of the average should
be carefully studied and met. Too
often it is forgotten that a college that selects its students very
carefully and offers them a rigorous training has for the most part
a group destined to be leaders in
smaller or larger communities
and enterprises after graduation.
Too often faculty and students
alike measure the achievement of
the average in relation to her superior mate and forget that in relation to the larger community
she is by virtue of ability and opportunity one of the superior

group.
A recognition of this imposes
upon the administration and faculty the obligation to administer
its material and intellectual resources in such manner that all
students may experience the inspiration of scholarly accomplishment.
The student in turn, by her
presence at Wheaton at the cost
to society of four years and much
more than $4,000, when we include part of the cost of her education paid by the college, has a
moral obligation to utilize these
resources to the utmost of her
ability, even though she may find
herself in disagreement with individual methods. Education must
be active and not passive for the
i;tudent.
Independent Work and Greater
Freedom
Students simultaneously request
more correlation and complain of
inconvenient interruptions occasioned by frequent classes. Continuous uninterrupted periods, so
essential for independent research
and writing, are within the reach
of all. First, the daily routine
academic tasks must be dispatched
quickly. Employers of college
graduates often criticize their inability to meet high pressure schedules of today. The most glamorous professions involve a high
degree of discipline and drudgery.
In part genius is the rapid discharge of the unimportant to make
way for the important creative activities that are a mark of civilization. Second, occasional weekends and week nights without social engagements offer uninterrupted intervals.
The student who has given evidence of ability to find and use
leisure in the present imperfect
system is the one most likely to
gain by less daily direction. The
profitable use of freedom presumes
a destination and a motor equipped
with a reliable self starter.
Seminanl and Tutorial
Most faculty members would
probably agree with students that
small classes, individual conferences, and tutorial are generally
desirable. However, a college without a large endowment would in
these uncertain times be unwise
indeed to undertake major revisions that would involve increase
in the teaching staff since the ratio
of students to faculty is low at
Wheaton. An increase in the number of the faculty at the expense
of quality and experience would
hardly fulfill the requirements of
conference teaching. On the other
hand even with heavy schedules
the faculty always welcome the
opportunity to talk over regular
class work or independent projects
in connection with courses as well
as the student's particular interests.
Until our aims and purposes in
education here have been more
adequately reviewed a complete revision of the freshman curriculum
independent of whole program
would seem to increase rather than
resolve the confusion.
As to the value of seminars, I
feel that the writer in News failed
to recognize the stimulation and
challenge offered by one's contemporaries, always the severest of
critics.
Correlation
I have every sympathy with the
undergraduate's and particularly
the freshman's wish to have the
pieces of the jigsaw puzzle fit together. But much of the joy of
final accomplishment is lost i!
too many pieces have been put in

by a fond aunt. A quick glance
at the finished picture may help in
laying out the pieces, but anyone
over six hardly cares to match up
pieces with the complete picture
at her side.
A certain amount of hard
learned specific knowledge of several at first seemingly unrelated
fields is an essential basis for correlation, if the latter is to be anY·
thing more than the worst in an
already too long roster of surveY
courses. On the other hand, b)'
more care in the election of courses
by all students, possibly in conference with faculty advisers, all the
pieces of the completed picture
could by pre-arrangement be put
on the assembly line. Freshmen
might be permitted to make more
changes after their arrival at college.
To upperclassmen with broader
knowledge and a desire to correlate their major fields with certain
other related ones I venture a suggestion. Perhaps the students in
art, history, and the literatures
might select some general topic
like The Exchange of Ideas in Eu·
rope 1400-l 789. To this they might
devote several meetings. On each
occasion a faculty member froni
different departments would bring
in relevant data in way of events,
personalities, books, and works of
art that effected or reflected such
interchange. Such an experiment
would prove to be o! equal inter·
est to faculty and students and
might bring about a desire for
further cooperation as mutual
needs demanded it.
On the other hand in the case of
freshman courses such as Histor>'
it might be possible to draw upon
members of other deparLments to
show how material in their respec·
tive fields offers the historian fur·
ther sources upon which to con·
firm or modify his conclusions, that
are rightly based primarily upon
political and economic philosophY
and events. In no case would the
visiting professor attempt to give
a miniature history of his own
field, but concentrate upon dcvel·
oping the main ideas in the course,
For lack of space I have not
discussed the various experiments
on freshman and senior levels
which are now in progress since
they are probably known to ment·
bers of the community. I trust
that perhaps these two rather
modest additional suggestions will
call forth more and better ones
from other members of the college,
It is my conviction that much more
can be done within the present
system than has been done in the
past to meet requests of both fac·
ulty and students and without re·
course to iconoclastic measures.
Esther Isabel Seaver
Sunday Speaker
The minister for Sunday
morning, November 30, is the
Reverend Vivian T. Pomeroy.
He is minist.er of The First
Parish
(Unitarian), Milton,
l\iassachusetts.
Chapel Music for Sunday
November 30, 1941
Music by Russian Composers
Prelude : MOUSSORGSKY Introduction to Khovanstch·
ina
Anthem; RACHMANINOFF Ave Maria
Response: RACHMANINOFFSelection from the Cherubim
Song
Postlude: MOUSSORGSKY Kieff Processional (Pictures
at an Exhibition)
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Seven New Members
Added To Swimming

Over the
Martha Hubbell's Dilemna
A Harvard date replied with glee
I'd love to come to Soph hop, believe me,
But try as I have, I doubt if I can
Recollect your face - she asked
the wrong man.

• • •
Petty, I sn't It?
Miss Ziegler knocked on Weary's
door, intending to show her room
to a prospective Wheaton freshman, but, seeing the Petty drawings, she changed her mind.

• • •

Modern Inconveniences
Ginny Campbell is devoted to
her knitting. The other evening
she carried a half unwound skein
of wool on a chair all the way from
her room in Larcom to Metcalf
Basement to finish her unwinding
While her friends smoked.

• • •

So Long Until Tomorrow
And then there's the freshman
With the midget radio who goes
to the post office after dinner every
night, listening to Lowell Thomas.

• • •

Syl, Mil, Weini, and Tot, four
l'il Larcom lassies, waited hali an
hour for their men in the parlor,
while their men waited half an
hour for them by the side door.

• • •

T,he Simple Joys In Llfe
And there was one freshman
who is dear to our hearts. She
was discouraged about flunking an
exam. On Some elderly advice
she went to see her professor. She
returned exuberant. "I flunked
highest in class," she shouted.

• • •
Go Climb A Tree Dept.
It was breakfast the other mo.ming, and two News women were
sitting at one end of the table
with Beano. And Beano was being talkative. When she finished
her story the first sloop said, "Ah,
something we can use in Teacups."
Beano and the second sloop were
puzzled. "Why Teacups?" as~ed
the second sloop, "That was Just
a story, it didn't have any point."
"Oh," said the first sleepy sloop,
"I thought I just didn't get it."

• • •

Chatterboxing

Born And Dies American

After passing through the receiving line at the Riding Meet
dance, one senior innocently asked
her roommate, "Did Dr. Chat park
With you?"

This new method of dividing
tutorial for senior English majors
is confusing. One girl rushed up
to another before her conference
asking-"Are you American:" Not
a member of the Dies committee-she just wanted to know all about
Emerson.

• • •

Sling It, !(id!

• • •

In seventeenth century lit. the
other day the class was quietly
contemplating a play in which one
of the characters was named Ferdinand the Cardinal. And one of
the bright little English majors
caused some adjacent confusion
When she said, "Oh, yes, Ferdinand the Papal Bull."

In seventeenth century lit. (everythin~ seems to happen in that
course!) Mr. Sharp asked Irene
Alleman, (everything seems .to
happen to her, too) who the White
Devil was.
Irene looked up.
"Who? Me?,, she said wonderingly.

• • •

Engagements Announced

Perfect Hostess
Middy was ravenously eating an
apple to assuage her Jean and
hungry look. "Gosh this is good,"
she said, taking a pause. As she
did so she noticed the conspicuous
absence oi a worm from its home.
She just laughed and said, "Well,
he sure was good, too!"

• • •

Dyed In The Wool
Miss Cochran asked Irene Alleman if she dyed her h air. (It has
Something to do with the appoint111ent office.) "Why no," said Irene
in absolute earnestness, not realizing that her roommate had rubbed
her hair with peroxide the night
before.

In The No

• • •

The engagements of two members of the staff were announced
recently. Last Saturday at a tea
in Hinsdale, N. H., Mr. and Mrs.
Harold S. Garfield announced the
engagement of their daughter Barbara to Lt. John Worden. Lt.
Worden is now with the ~th Coast
Artillery on maneuvers .m N?rth
Carolina. Miss Garfield is resign. g from Wheaton at the end of
rn
· d in
the year and will be marrie
January.
In Philadelphia recently Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Sangree announced the
engagement of their daughter
Katherine to Mr. Henry W. Stoke~,
2nd. Mr. Stokes is in the engineering department of the Foxboro
Company. December 27 has been
chosen as the date for the wedding.
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Breaking the temporary dull
term in the world of sports caused
by the lull in interclass competition, the Tritons have announced
the presence of seven new members to their swimming aggregation.
The new members include Dickinson,
Fuller,
Pearce,
Rabe,
Walker, Webster, and Weston.
These girls will join the other
Tritons in practice formation and
group swimming. Also a group of
twenty Tritonettes
has been
formed which will be a supplement
to the Tritons. The Tritonettes
include Burroughs, Carr, M. B.
Davis, Landauer, Dean, Everett,
i,~oulkes, C. Lane, Lindsay, E.
Ludwig, Mittlacher, Moeller, Robinson, Ross, Sellew, Upson, Weese,
Whitman, M. Wilbur, Willard, and
N. Williams.
The system for basketball competition will be the same as that
followed in hockey, with two class
teams. The games begin after
Christmas, each team playing once
a week. Enough freshmen have
signed up for basketball to make
four teams, and the seniors will
have two teams.
---0-

Seniors Test Room
Choosing System
Groups Wishing To Move
Together Submit Names
The senior class is now testing
a new system of room choosing,
which differs from "hash" in that
it makes arrangements for groups
of students who wish to live near
each other. This trial system was
planned last year by Evelyn Far,
out-going president of C. G. A., m
collaboration with
the Room
Choosing Committee, which included Eleanore Beane, the in-coming
president of C. G. A., and the class
presidents.
To test the new system, each
member of the senior class will
again try to get into the type of
room and the dormitory which she
tried to get into last spring, and
she will try to be with the same
group and roommate.
Students are to pass in to the
Registrar a list of the persons
within their own class with whom
they wish to Jive the following
year. A group of eight or more
must indicate the way in which
it would be will ing to divide further, in case further division becomes necessary. The trial senior
group lists were due last Wednesday at the Registrar's, 'Eleanore
Beane acting as Registrar in this
case.
After the lists are in, number
drawing will take place alphabetically as usual. The student who
draws the lowest number in each
group will represent her group at
the meeting to hash for dormitories.
The dormitory quotas will be extended by one if the last group
to go into the dormitory exceeds
the quota by one, regardless of the
types of rooms the members of the
group wish to occupy. Two students may constitute a group. This
extension of the quotas is designed
to replace the old "dragging in"
system, which frequently excluded
people in the room hash.
After the dormitories have been
settled, all the students for each
dormitory will meet together and
choose their rooms according to
the numbers previously chosen.
Further details on the system
may be obtained from the Senior
bulletin board, where the suggested
procedure for room choosing has
been posted.

Freshman Officers
Are Announced

NEWS ANSWERS
CRITICISMS OF
EDUCATION ARTICLE

Presented As Quintuplets
By Junior President
The college community, summoned by Dr. Jane Tipton and
Nurse Judy Lindsay, greeted five
quintuplets, amazingly precocious,
as they stepped from their carriage and were presented to the
college as the freshman class officers by the president of the Junior
Class, Nan Turner. They were as
follows: Virginia Wellford, Kay
Garrigues, Betty Whitman, Janet
Carr, and Sue Weese.
Virginia Wellford, president, is
a graduate of the St. Catherine
School, "just outside of Richmond",
and was last year's president of
the St. Catherine League, which is
similar to C. G. A.
Kay Garrigues, vice-president,
was graduated from the Tower
Hill High School in Wilmington,
Delaware where she was on the
A. A. committee from her seventh
year. She was secretary of the
Junior class, on the Girls' Student
Council in her senior and junior
years, and vice-president and
chairman of the Civics and Welfare Committee. She was Captain
of the Hockey Team, Captain of
the Greens, and was invited to
play in the Girls' National Tournament. She is the top ranking tennis player of Wheaton now.
Secretary Betty Whitman, who
comes to Wheaton from the Emma
Willard School in Troy, was head
of house her junior and senior
years, a member of basketball varsity, and a member of the hockey
varsity during her last two years.
She was awarded the E. W., the
highest award of the school for
distinguished citizenship and for a
positive contribution to the character, personality, and scholarship
of the school.
At Milton Academy Janet Carr,
treasurer, was on the varsity
hockey, tennis, baseball, and basketball teams. "An athlete," says
Ginny Wellford, "and academically
inclined."
Sue Weese, song leader, was
graduated from New Trier High
School, Winnetka, lllinois, where
she was representative of the Student Council in her junior year,
and secretary of Student Council
last year. Member of the Glee
Club, on the Social and Arrangements Committee of the Girls'
Club, member of the tennis an<l
basketball teams. She received her
300 points award, and was in the
performance of The American Way
given at New Trier.
Jane Tipton and Judy Lindsay
will be the S. A. B. representatives
from the freshman class.
FREE SPEECH
The News board wishes to
remind both students and members of the faculty that contributions to Free Speech expressing personal or group opinions
on campus affairs are always
welcome. Letters should be sent
to the editor before 7 o'clock
on Tuesdays.

I

(Continued from page 1)
pointed out inconsistencies in the
demands presented by News, and
some said they could not even discuss the demands until they
had a better understanding of
them.
Others referred to the
vagueness of the demands and
asked to be allowed to discuss specific weaknesses rather than general problems.
The statements indicated to the
News board a misunderstanding
of the intent of the board in the
minds of the students and faculty.
Because cooperation between students and faculty is essential to a
sane and successful study of education, ~ews board is trying to
make clear in today's issue the
fact which it stated two weeks
ago, that it is merely o.tfering itself as a medium for discussion
of the problems of education. It
is optimistic enough to hope that
such a discussion may lead to a
satisfactory solution of some of
these problems.
ln order to represent as accurately as possible the diversity of
the students' opinions on the campaign in particular and on theories
of education in general, the board
sent out ten interviewers to talk
to students in every dormitory on
campus. Of the 460 students enrolled in college 160 were interviewed. These students did not
form a hand picked group, but
simply were those who were in the
dormitories when the reporters
made their rounds.
The News
board also posted on the bulletin
board a notice urging students who
wi shed their opinions expressed in
News to write letters to Free
Speech. The results of the survey are printed as fully as space
has permitted elsewhere on the
front page. No contributions from
students to Free Speech were received.
-0----

so, "HAIL TO BRITANNIA"
(Continued from page 1)
Walker, and Elizabeth Toulme.
In the traditional procession will
be :'\eil Birdsall, the Peacock Pie
Lady; Betty Creasy and Alice Phillips, her two attendants; Arlene
Betz, with the Boar's Head; Mildred McCarthy, the Huntsman;
Nancy Clymer, with the Plum Pudding; Virginia Price, Herald;
Cameron Biggers and Adrienne
Sheridan, the Lord and Lady of
the House; Jane Landenberger and
!\:ancy Traill, Guests; Cynthia
Lane, Friar; ~fary Howard, Philosopher; Sylvia Sherry, House
Fool; Betty Augur, Evelyn Benson, Ruth Bestor, Virginia Kirk,
Catherine Lawlor, and Alice
Lynch, pages. Jeanne Heathcote
has been appointed Head Chorister.
Committee heads include: Helen
Wat!>on, make-up; Doris Alexander, properties; Corinne Williams,
costumes; Dorothy Wagner, scenery; and Celeste Finn, lighting.
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NEWS INTERVIEWS
SOUND OUT STUDENTS
ON EDUCATION PROBLEM
(Continued from page 1)
However, seminars, group discussions, and small classes appear
to hold more favor with the students than the tutorial system, according to the following statements made to News interviewers:
"I think we need smaller classes
and a chance to talk over what we
have learned."
"I like discussion in classes, and
we don't have enough. My courses
really aren't correlated very well,
so I'm trying to connect history
and English in a source theme."
"Asking for tutorial work is
asking for too much from the
faculty. Seminars are adequate,
and they show you other students'
ideas as well as your own and your
professors."
"We need to learn to think and
judge for ourselves and not just
accept what is presented to us.
Therefore, smaller classes and
more discussion would definitely be
an advantage."
However, not all students approve of small groups or class
discussions. "Smaller classes, yes.
More discussion, no," said one
sophomore. A freshman said, "Lectures mean more than discussions
unless the discussions are carefully organized."
The Question of Freshman Year
The problem which seemed second in importance to the students
was that of freshman year. Thirtyone students referred to it in their
interviews, and many asked that a
study be made of the problems of
freshmen and the freshman curriculum. They seemed particularly
concerned with the way in which
freshmen elect their courses without knowing anything about them.
"I think that there should not be
required subjects for freshmen,"
said one sophomore. "However,
it would be difficult to choose your
courses when you don't know anything about them. Why couldn't
there be a freshman week when
the freshmen could learn about the
different courses, talk with the
faculty, and then choose their
courses with the help of their advisor?"
A senior said, "When I came
here freshman year I didn't know
what I was coming to. The courses
I took were a complete loss to me.
Would it be possible to have the
alumnae clubs in all the major cit,es appoint recent graduates who
could be available during the summer to give advice to prospective
students?"
On the question of required
courses for freshmen there was
great diversity of opinion among
the students. The following statement was made by a student who
approves of requirements:
"We need more general courses
our freshman year, but they should
still be required. I don't think we
are ready for individual work until our junior year."
Correlation
Following the question of freshman year in importance comes the
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question of correlation between
courses, according to the remarks
of the students. Eighteen students
asked for more correlation, 3 students were against the idea of an
integraded system and correlation,
and 3 students said they expected
to do their vwn correlating.
Typical of the statements made
by the first group is the following :
"I think we should have more of
a chance to correlate the past and
the present so that we can solve
the problems we will inevitably
have to face. What has happened
in the past will have a bearing on
the future." And again, "Correlation between subjects and concentration on all aspects of different
centuries would increase interest
and make for unity." lfhe following statement, however, was made
by a member of the opposition:
"Correlation between
different
fields of study should be achieved
by the student herself after she
has studied the fields. College is
supposed to prepare one for life,
and after college we will have to
do our own correlating. It is excellent training for the mind, and
correlations will come to the student who really studies. In this
way the correlations are more exciting.
If the student doesn't
know the fields she won't see the
correlations anyway."
Individual W.ork
On the question of individual,
specialized work, the fourth question looming large in the students'
mind, the interviewers found again
differences of opinion.
Fifteen
students asked to be a llowed to do
more independent work, one asked
for less, and one expressed her
satisfaction with the amount she i,,
allowed to do at present.
A freshman asked, "Couldn't we
have more individual work fo r
those who are inspired by their
work? I would like to be able to
go more thoroughly into a field
when I choose." From a senior
came the following statement: "A
good, general background is all
right for the person who is undecided, but there aren't enough opportunities for the students who
want to concentrate." But on the
other hand, a sophomore said in
her interview, "The college educational system as it is makes
enough allowance for individual
work in the form o! term papers,
suggested reading, and other work
of that nature which is not standardized."
Individual Problems
In talking to the News reporters

students usually referred to their
own special problems, and their
answers showed that they feel the
bright students and the average
students should be treated differently. Stating the case of the
"scholars" a senior said, "Many
students are satisfied with the
present system of education because they are not scholars and
because college is giving them
what they want. But I think that
those few students who are scholars should be free to branch out.
Give people who want to expand
the chance."
One of her classmates, however,
expressed the opposite point of
view. "Most of us aren't Teally
scholars," she said. "We're just
students. We need guidance, and
those who want to go into subjects
more deeply can go to graduate
school."
A study of freshman year, corr elation between subjects, opportunities for individual work, and
the solution of the problems of
the individual student-these were
the questions which received the
attention of the greatest number
of students, but other suggestions
were made by single students or
small groups. ,T hirteen students
asked for fewer courses. Seven
suggested a four-course senior
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classes at that time she would get
a failing mark." Two or three
students
asked fo r
practical
courses, although they seemed to
feel that these should not be a
part of the regular academic program. "Why couldn't a secretarial course, mainly t yping and
shorthand, and a course in domestic science be introduced at Wheaton?
I would welcome such a
course whether I got credit fo r it
or not." Only one student pointed
out the fact that a complete change
is needed in American education,
"I don't think that we can remedY
our college educational system until something is done about prep
schools, high schools, and even
grammar schools," she said. "If
everyone came to college knowing
how to study and having had the
same fundame ntal training the
problems of th e college would be
fewer. As it is, freshman year
is repetitious for some, too difficult
for others, and quite a fai lure in
general"
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year, four asked also for a fourcourse junior year, and two asked
for four courses for sophomore
year.
The question of the recognition
on the part of the faculty of the
students' interest in their work was
raised by eight students. "Perhaps
more discussion groups would show
our professors that even C students
can think," said a senior. However, five students gave unlimited
praise to the interest which the
faculty show in all their students.
"I think the faculty are doing their
very best for us in trying to adapt
their courses to our capacities.
And I think it's quite understandable if they find themselves turning in class to the more responsive
students." A junior pointed out,
"The professors give us every
chance they can to get acquainted
and to get help by having open
house every Sunday night, but we
don't take advantage of it. We
aren't doing our share."
The Cutting Problem
One student mentioned cutting
when she asked for an opportunity
for doing individual work. "I feel
that you should cut classes to work
on important papers without feeling that you have to go to class,"
she said. "One of my professors
said that if a student had cut three
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