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College Continues Education Survey 
Faculty Discuss Viewpoints 
On Question Of Education 
News Interviews 
Eleven Professor~ 
Mr. Bragdon Advances 
Ideas On Situation 

'l'his week eleven members of 
the faculty were approached by 
News interviewers and asked to 
discuss for publication the five 
Problems of education suggested 
?Y the students for consideration 
in last week's issue of News. Some 
of the faculty members, preferring 
to write articles themselves than 
to grant interviews, have contribu
~~d letters expressing their reac-
ions to the News survey. Because 

0.f lack o.f space some of the ar
t~cles are being held for publica
tion next week. 

• • • 
I am very much interested in 

this educational problem which has 
Neen laid out on the table by the 
I ews because when students and 
~culty alike hold up for objec

tive re-examination the question 
of What a college education i!I for 
and for whom, then hope continues 
th.at education can, like other in
:hlutions, continue to adjust i,self 
0 the changing needs of the pccplc 

for whom it was created to serve. 
l am taking the irritating, on·11i

htent view. If I reconstruct a 
0 use I'm not going to use old 

iu:Poses and materials entirP.1 / . 

either am I going to throw out 
lumber which is good. There are 
Certain eternal verities in recon
stru t· t c ion which we must hold on 
0

• You could say it this way : 

~~espe~t t~e humble platitude; 
Mis voice 1s powerful, if crude. 
\Vo~eover it is most forgettable 

h1ch is, to say the least, regret
table." 

d' I Propose 14 questions platitu-
inous to be answered by the fac

ulty and students when considering 
;iecific student recommendations. 
the first five are to be answered by 

e faculty: 
1. Are you teaching the student 

or the subject? 
d 2, lf you are teaching the stu
k ent, what do you expect her 

h
nowledge of the subject to do for 
er? 
3· Should the student expect the 

same? 
4· How is it, that you the teacher 

~re mixed up in this relationship 

1 
etween the student and her 
earning? 
t 5· What is the difference be
t:een valuable learning and 

0 rough learning for the pupil? 
b The next five are to be answered 
Y the students: 
1. Are you receiving learning or 

are You making it? 
2· Are you pursuing wisdom as 

an end or imbibing it like soup? 
. 3· If you are pursuing an end 
IS ' 
bit one which knowledge obtain-

: •1e at a college can help you at
a1n? 
4· Is it an end which the college 

~~n. hl!!p you to attain and still 
f Justice to the di.[erent but per· 
bCCtly legitimate ends of every-

Ody else at Wheaton? 

1 
6· Are you as sure that you can 

earn to learn in new ways as you 
:re that the faculty ought to learn 
0 teach in new ways? 

And the next four are to be 

considered by both faculty and 
students: 

1. Are we, faculty and students, 
familiar with the evidence with 
regard to the value of old and new 
aims of American colleges and 
with regard to the practicability of 
particular reorganizations? 

2. Are we defending and at
tacking, or are we seeking better 
aims and means? 

3. Are we thinking in terms of 
careful yet bold experiment? Or 
in terms of pretty and Utopian 
speculation? . 

4. Are we arguing from unfair 
assumptions as to the prejudices 
and sincerity of the people on the 
other side of the desk? 

I find puzzling the second of the 
five points: "A common education 
suited to the capacity of each stu
dent to receive it." It is difficult 
to conceive of suiting a subject to 
individual capacities without con
sidering the differences of what 
is o[ered rather than the way it 
is offered. How can you adapt 
teaching to different people with
out making variations in what it 
is? Can you separate what you 
teach and the way you teach it? 

I suspect that an increase in tu
torial procedures is in the cards 
for American liberal colleges, not 
because it is an attractive notion, 
but because the kinds of learning 
which contemporary life demands 
are going to make it increasingly 
necessary for students to learn in 
this way and teachers to teach in 
it. But like a good professor I 
have to qualify that stale.ment, 
just as you would expect a good 
professor to qualify it, by saying 
that what the term tutorial really 
means is not something you can 
decide ahead and then try out-but 
something whose definitions will 
emerge, as cautious but bold ex
periments in meeting all sorts of 
specific needs for learning are tried 
out. 

Clifford R. Bragdon 

• • • 
Mr. Sprague Doubts 
Correlation Of Course 
To Be At All Advisable 

I do not think it wise for the 
college to present to the students 
a body of correlated courses. No 
student has been fair to herself 
if she has elected, throughout her 
college career, only those courses 
that contribute directly to her un
derstanding of her major fie ld. Nor 
is she fair to her teachers if she 
insists that every course be pre
sented in such manner as to 
lighten her burden when she writes 
her honors essay. Senior year may 
be to some students a paradise of 
romantic unity. But life is not 
so simple. Life demands of every 
one a great many different things. 
It does not come bound in a neat 
cover, carefully cross-indexed. If 
this is true, the student who has 
been exposed to many points of 
view, but has done some intensive 
work in one field, will be better 
equipped than will the student who 
knows only one approach. 

The demand for unity in the col
lege curriculum is disturbing be
cause it is primarily a demand for 
order on a non-rational basis. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Wheaton Is Goal 
In Bicycle Race 
Harvard Outing Club 
Cyclists Stage Meet 

With the horse already stolen 
after seven miles of bicycle racing 
from Boston to Norton, Al 
Schmidt, Harvard senior, whizzed 
into Howard Street at 12:46 P. M. 
last Sunday to take the honors 
and a bottle of liniment from ap
proximately seventy-five anxious 
Wheaton spectators. 

Al, a tall, slim member of Har
vard's track team, explained his 
victory, "I didn't have a bit of 
trouble. All the bad turns from 
Boston were marked. It was actu
ally a pretty easy ride. I had the 
best bike and the lightest equip
ment and the best training. You 
see, I've been storing up wind by 
training for track." 

Al left the other eight Harvard 
bicyclists in the distance to reach 
Norton seven minutes ahead of Art 
Besse, a friend of Ginny Weston, 
who came in second in the race. 
Questioned about the race, all Art 
could say was, "Al, he disappeared 
at the start." 

Minor tragedies along the thirty
two mile sprint were broken spokes 
in the front wheel of Werner 
Maas' bicycle when he ran into 
Al Fullerton, last year's winner of 
the Smith race, and the mistake 
two of the cyclists discovered they 

{Continued on page 4) 
-<>---

Choir Will Present 
Concert On Dec. 14 
J eanne Wh'tz Sings Solo 
In Final Bach Cantata 

One hundred twelve members of 
the Wheaton Co11ege Choir, di
rected by Mr. Garabedian and Mr. 
Ramseyer, will present their an
nual concert of Christmas music 
on Sunday, December 14. frhe 
Organ Prelude will begin at 7 :16 
P. M., and the choir will begin 
singing at 7:30. 

"'!'here are various solo parts in 
these carols," stated Mr. Garabe
dian, "but this year they wi11 al
ways be taken by small selected 
groups of singers since it has been 
found more effective to use three 
or more girls in solo parts which 
will be heard above the whole 
choir." Members of the choir who 
will sing in these solo groups are: 
Jeanne Wirtz, Nancy Clymer, 
Catherine Lawlor, Betty Legler, 
Phyllis Bills, Nancy Nickerson, 
Ann Kelly, Jane PfeiITenberger, 
Leah Johnson, and Barbara Ful
ler. However, Jeanne Wirtz will 
sing alone the recitative in the 
Bach Cantata. 

(Continued on page 4) 

War Relief Notes 
At 7:30 P. M. on Monday, 

December 8, in Mary Lyon 11, a 
special lecture with movies on 
incendiary bombi. will be given 
by Captain Dorothy Downes, 
fire training officer of the Mass
achusetts Women's Defense 
Corps. The lecture wj)) be open 
to everyone, and there will be 
no charge. Afterwards, there 
will be a question period during 
which Captain Downes will an
swer questions and discuss fur
ther the topics of the lecture. 

CHRISTMAS WEEK 
The college is reminded that 

only members of the college 
community will be admitted to 
the Nativity Play December 13 
and to the Mummers' Play De
cember 18. The Choir Carol 
Concert, to be held December 
14, will be open to the public. 

Cast Of Nativity 
Play Is Announced 
Special Choir Will Sing 
In Unison This Year 

The Madonna and Joseph have 
been chosen, the cast of the Na
tivity Play is announced, and Mrs. 
Hall has added the part of Herod 
in order to thicken the plot of the 
first Christmas program of the 
season. 

Last week nominees for the part 
of the Madonna appeared under 
various drapes and lights before 
a committee which, after pondering 
far into the night, finally came 
to a decision. The Nativity Choir, 
directed by Mr. Ramseyer, began 
practice last Monday. 

The Wheaton Nativity Play is 
an adaptation of a Fourteenth Cen
tury miracle play, the Pageant of 
the Tailors and Shearmen from the 
Coventry Cycle. Members of the 
ca.'lt include: 
Isaiah ......................... Mildred Hollis 
Gabriel. ...................... Helen Rambo 
Herod ....................... .... Miriam Adler 
Herald ......... ....... Virginia Thompson 
First Shepard .................. Mary Okes 
Second Shepard ............ Margo Boote 
Third Shepard ...... .. Dagmar Mariani 
King Balthasar .......... Priscilla Hall 
King Jasper .. .......... Jeanne Penhale 
King Melchior .. .......... Helen DeMott 

This year the Nativity Choir 
(Continued on page 4) 

Y. W. C. A. Intends 
Special Discussion 
Mr. Bragdon To Address 

Cabinet In Yellow Parlor 
Realizing that the time has nO\l' 

come for group discussion of the 
educational questions which have 
been raised in News during the 
last few weeks, the heads of t\vo 
student organizations this week 
suggested methods by which all 
people on campus interested in 
discussing education could be 
brought together. Under C. G. A. 
and C. A. leadership plans are be
ing made for meetings in which 
education will be considered in its 
general and it.s more specific as
pects. 

Eleanore Beane, president of C. 
G. A. and chairman of the Student 
Curriculum Committee, has an
nounced that the committee will 
become active again as soon as 
students are appointed to replace 
the members of the committee who 
graduated last year. "I hope that 
the Student Curriculum Committee 
will receive ideas on educational 
changes and organize discussions 
of these ideas," said :Eleanore. 

The Student Curriculum Com
mittee was organized three years 
ago to r eceive student reports of 
course conflicts or class procedure. 
The committee includes two stu
dents from each class, one of the 
two being a member of the Dean's 
List, with the C. G. A. president as 
chairman. 

Mildred Hollis, president of C. 
A., has announced in her letter to 
Free Speech a meeting on educa
tion which will be sponsored by 
C. A. Cabinet December 9, The 
meeting, to be held in Yellow Par
lor, will open with a talk by Mr. 
Bragdon. All students and faculty 
who are interested in discussing 
education have been invited. 

Over The Teacups 
Home is the Hunter 

It was good to have Hunter 
Hearne back with us for the week
end, but. it was even better when 
we saw her singing in the choir 
on Sunday. 

• • • 
Clutincd Lightning 

Overheard around 1 A. M. after 
Soph Hop, by a passer by. 1st 
floor Chapinites, leaning out of 
windows, and speaking to escorts, 
"Really, they don't have bars in 
them." Passer by, "They're elec
trified now, though." 

• • • 
Charming! 

And Marge Tilden's man sent 
her a No-Parking charm for her 
bracelet. 

• • • 
The Worm Tnrns 

Marnie Wilde was in the li
brary once. She went to the re
serve desk, said she had a book 
reserved. It wasn't there. She 
asked who had it out She did. 

• • • 
Ditto 

Innocent freshman, discussing 
Navy ranks: "Are petty officers 
anything like Petty girls?" 

• • • 
Dangers Of Correlation 

A freshman went from math 
class to Music 14. She took an 
exam on meter and cancelled all 
the fractions. 

I'll Eat My Shirt 
Wat.son learned when she arrived 

home that there was a chocolate 
cake in .her laundry on the way to 
Wheaton, and so dispatched the 
following telegram to the gang. 
"Get my laundry and eat it." Came 
the answer. "Laundry delicious." 

• • • 
The Fat Of The Land 

During a discussion of diets at 
formal seating one freshman, help
ing herself to more hard sauce 
said, "I feel that it's my duty ~ 
get fat. and healthy now, so I can 
diet during the emergency." 

• • • 
Sweet Oblivum 

When a freshman went to her 
pos ture class with a sprained back 
Miss Este told her to relax on one 
of the mats. Her advice was taken 
so literally that when the freshman 
woke up some time later she found 
the place deserted. The class had 
exercised and been dismissed while 
she relaxed into oblivious slumber. 

• • • 
Yon Mean Wendy Hiller? 

"Is it true that what's-his-name 
is going to be on Information 
Please to-night?" asked Tarsh 
struggling to remember the nam~ 
of G. B. Shaw. "What?" asked a 
freshman. "Oh, you know," said 
Tarsh. "The man who wrote Pyg
malion." "Oh," responded the 
freshman brightly, "you mean Les
lie Howard?" 

a 
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The Individual Capacity 
Continually throughout the present News campaign the students 

have been stressing the individual in education. They have asked that 
the work be suited to their individual capacities to receive it and 
that they be given more individual attention. Unfortunately their 
meaning has been generally misunderstood. 

In the sense in which Xews is using the phrase "individual 
capacities" there is no demand that the individual be s~oon-fed . or 
pampered or that the professors sacrifice any of the allegiance wh1ch 
they owe first to their material and second to the students. 

The last thing for which the students are asking i s that the 
work be made easy for them and that they be allowed to slide by not 
working to their full capacities as they are allowed to do under thl! 
present system. What the students are asking for means harder and 
more intensive work for each student as an individual. The students 
believe that if the demands of specific assignments placed upon them 
were within their abilities and a little beyond their present capacities 
they would be spurred on by the possibility of fuller achievement. She 
would not be allowed to dawdle, nor would she be forced to skim 
which is now often the case and gives her little that is concrete. Her 
capacity for work would be fully utilized and would increase as she 
kept pace with her work. It would mean ever increasing demands upon 
the student, but demands which she was capable of meeting, and the 
result would be a more fully and soundly developed person. On the 
other hand the professor must remain true to his material to be able 
to steer her as she gets under way, into the deepest and most important 
parts of his field. 

In asking for individual attention the students, through the 
fullest development of the individual, are seeking to solve the problem 
of the individual in regard to the world, in which his individual per
sonality is often lost. College is only the beginning of this deve.lop
ment of the individual, who once properly started should contmuc 
developing throughout life. 

Before The Revolution 
In our enthusiasm for discussing educational systems, past, 

present, and possible, we have forgotten for the moment the fact 
which i\1iss Sweeney pointed out in her interview. The success or 
failure of any undertaking, 1Iiss Sweeney said, depends not upon the 
method chosen but upon the individual. The good student gets an 
education for herself under whatever system she may be working. 
And not even a paragon of a system will give an education to a student 
unless she is willing to work for it. 

We are not abandoning our discussion of a new system when 
we say that there are opportunities within the present system which 
have never been fully explored. We believe that a new system might 
give students more opportunities for piecing together bits of knowledge 
and for independent thinking. However, we must remember that w~ 
now have in part some of the things which we have been demanding, 
and that too few of us have made adequate use of our freedom. 

Many of us, for instance, have small classes, seminars, and 
tutorial now, but are we carrying on in them the mentally-exciting 
discussions which we have deemed so important in a system? If our 
experiments with discussion groups are disappointing both students 
and faculty who is responsible? The student who has been unable 
to overcome her timidity and who never brings before the group the 
ideas which she whispers to the girl sitting beside her? Or the 
faculty who sometimes unintentionally discourage the less confident 
students by treating their answers impatiently? 

Miss Seaver in her letter to Free Speech last week suggested 
that the students in art, history, and literature attempt an experiment 
in correlation by devoting several meetings to the consideration of 
some general topic like The Exchange of Ideas in Europe 1100-1789. 
Such a discussion would require intensive reading and thinking on the 
part of the students and faculty participating, and upon being asked 
to do either the student would doubtless say, as she says whenever 
she is accused of permitting the failure of the tutorial-seminar experi
ment, "But I don't have the time." To that complaint there is only 
one answer. She has all the time there is. 

FREE SPEECH 
Missing Books 

Dear Editor: 

Your college library generally 

maintains a policy of silence with 

regard to the usual problems which 

occur more or less annually in a 

college community. However, when 
the matter at hand is of such a 
serious nature as that of the dis

appearance of a large number of 

books from the library without the 
proper charges being made, we 
feel that the time has come to 
speak. 

In a more progressive and freer 
system of education, such as that 

for which you are asking, it is to 

be assumed that you are willing 

to abide by such regulations as 

are made to assure the equal use 

of books to all students and to 

protect them from those who would 
selfishly appropriate certain mater

ial for their exclusive use. The 
privileges of freedom and inde
pendence presuppose a spirit of 

fairness, cooperativeness, and hon
esty. 

Many of the books which have 

disappeared are from our art col

lection, expensive and, in some 
cases, irreplaceable items the pur

chase of which has been made pos

sible only because of the additional 

funds recently made available to 

the Art Department. But expen

sive or not, the book still remains 

stolen property if found in a stu

dent's room without the cards hav
ing been properly signed and left 
at the circulation desk 

Preventative measures can be 
taken-the turnstyle system of 

searching each student as she 
leaves the library could be in

stalled, unannounced room to room 

canvasses to recover missing books 

could be made, or many additional 

books could be placed under lock 
and key. But it would be regret-
table should Wheaton girls impose 

any such measures as these upon 
themselves. 

Marian D. Merrill 
December 3, 1941 

--0-

c. A. Plans Education 
Discussion 

Dear Editor: 
The problems of education are 

spread out in front of me in the 
last three issues of News. Head
lines range from "Wheaton Stu
dents Consider Problems of Edu
cation" to "Students Demand Bet
ter College Education" and back 
to "Students Suggest the Follow
ing Problems". Suggestions range 
from smaller classes and more 
opportunity for individual work to 
changing the whole of American 
Education. Perhaps this campaign 
will have no more effect on the size 
of our classes than it will on the 
American system, and again there 
is the chance that it will in some 
way make a contribution to both. 

The fact that a committee called 
"Education for Democracy" was 
formed at 0 -At-Ka by the voting 
body of the Student Christian 
Movement las t summer proves that 
there is a rising demand for the 
study and the understanding of 
Education on other campuses. Stu
dents and faculty all over the 
country are becoming more and 
more conscious of the part Educa
tion must play in a world at war, 
and what is more important, in the 
world when the war is ended. 
There is a tremendous mutual re
sponsibility entrusted to us during 
the four short years we are here, 
but although we sense the respon
s ibility we are certainly confused 
as to what sort of responsibility 
it is and how much each of us 

should bear. 

"Mutual" implies two things

first, that more than one group of 

people is concerned, and second, 

that they experience something to
gether, that they have a common 

purpose. I for one sincerely be

lieve that we have that common 
purpose, but so far it has been 

hidden by the fact that sides have 

been taken. The faculty, with their 
experience and greater wisdom, 

have been trying to show us what, 
from their point of view, educa-

tion should mean. We, with our 

new ideas and our enthusiasm, 

have been trying to express what 
we expect. Many of our criticisms 

of the present system may be cor

rect. But if we feel that not 
enough attention is given us by the 

faculty we must realize that we 

often demand rights that we have 

not deserved. Not until we have 
taken full advantage of the oppor

tunities offered us should we de
mand more. 

I believe that many more people 

than this survey has implied see 

both sides of the controversy. I 

believe further that those who do 
not would welcome the chance to 

do so. This is no time to harbor 
prejudices or to woo misunder

standing. News has been trying 

to act as a medium for discussion 
of the present problem. It has 
been presenting as nearly as pos
s ible the ideas of both faculty and 
students. But the need recurring 
most often during the past few 
weeks is an opportunity "to clari
fy our common aims and pur
poses." Students and faculty alike 
feel that before demands for re
organization of any part of the 
curriculum are made they must 
first draw up their definition of 
Education. They must decide what 
function a college must play in a 
democracy. 

With this thought in mind C. A. 
is planning a new sort o.f cabinet 
meeting on Tuesday night, Decem
ber 9. It is meeting in Yellow 
Parlor instead of the C. A. room 
at 8:15 to discuss the aims and 
purposes of Education in a demo
cracy. Anyone who has been inter
ested in the News campaign, stu
dents and faculty alike, will be 
welcome at that time. Mr. Brag
don will begin the meeting with a 
brief address, after which it ,viii 
be open for your ideas and sugges
tions. It is hoped that in this 
meeting we can share our points 
of view, iron out our differences, 
abolish our inconsistencies, and 
come to a clearer understanding 
of the responsibility we hold, both 
as students and as faculty. 

For guidance of thought along 
these lines C. A. Cabinet suggests 
the consideration of the following 
questions, taken from the section 
on Education for Democracy in 
the syl labus of the National As
sembly of the Student Christian 
Movement to be held in December. 

1. Which of the following ideas 
of the function of education pre
dominates in your college: to train 
the mind? to prepare for a voca
tion? to acquire knowledge? to 
orient students in our cultural her
itage? to prepare for citizenship? 
to prepare for marriage and other 
aspects of life? to participate in a 
rich experience of living? 

2. Does college training give the 
incentive and preparation for par
ticipation in constructive social 
change? Should it do so? 

3. Who determines the educa
tional policies of your college: the 
president? the faculty? the stu
dents? the board of trustees? the 
alumnae? the state legislature? 
the religious denomination? To 
what extent have democratic pro
cedures been developed for par
ticipation of these groups in col-

lege policies? 
4. How can the principles of 

democracy be made to function 

throughout the campus? 
Mildred Hollis 

President of Y.W.C.A. 

-<>---

Excerpts From An 
Alumna's Lette1· 

Dear Editor: 
In regard to your education cam

paign may I trouble you with a 
few objections to your method of 

achieving the results you seek? I 
believe your attacks upon the 
present system to be in some part 
prejudiced and unfair, that you 

have a distressingly distorted view 
in your emphasis o.f side issues, 

and that unless you confine your 

attacks to the crucially weak parts 
of the present plan you will fail 

to achieve the very thing you are 

after. 
It would seem to me that "in· 

dividual thinking" should be 
stressed more, and "individual 

coaching" less ... No amount of 

coaching will help the student whO 

cannot think for herself. 
The fault is not ,vith the curri· 

culum-there may be room for im· 
provement, I do not say there is 

not-but if such opportunities as 

tutorial for all courses are intro· 

duced it will depend almost whoJIY 
on the students to keep it alive, 

just as the responsibility of the 
present system's workability lies 
with the students, not with the 
faculty ... Marks may not reflect 
a student's capacity for receiving 
knowledge, they are rather an in· 
dication in how interested a stu· 
dent is in her work. 

The last point which I wish to 
make concerns correlation in the 
fields of learning. The freshman 
feels as though all her courses are 
"standing by themselves," she 
"misses the spirit of the whole 
because there are so few references 
to the general scope of knowledge.'' 
Here it is again! Sounds like the 
cry o.f the frustrated child whO 
wants to talk big without the 
wherewithal to do it. "General 
scope" comes after four years of 
assimilation of what seems, at the 
time, unrelated material. 

Asking for encouragement 
sounds as though the s tudent were 
afraid of criticism. It is not the 
instructor's wish to squelch stu· 
dents, but rather his desire to let 
her grow and come by her own 
decisions . . . The world is not 
geared to the student's individual 
capacities, and if she doesn't know 
it now, she will be impressed with 
the fact shortly. 

Meet the needs, yes, but don't 
exaggerate them, and do it with· 
out pampering the individual Jest 
you make her unfit for society and 
thereby defeat your own purpose 
in giving her an education. 

Yours sincerely, 
J ane Dickie, '41, 

Sunday Speaker 
The minister for Sunday 

morning, December 7, is Dr. 
Henry H. Tweedy, professor 
emeritus of the Yale Divinity 
School. Dr. Tweedy is one of 
the most popular college 
preachers. He has been coming 
to Wheaton for fifteen years, 

iChapel Music for Sunday I 
December 7, 1941 

Prelude: BACH-Allabrevc • and 
Canzona 

Anthem: PALESTRINA- Hodie 
Christus natus est 

Response: PALESTRINA- Glo· 
ria Patri from the "Magnifi· 
cat Tertii Toni" 

Postlude: BACH- Fugue 
minor ("Giant") 
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Unify the curriculum, and the ma

terial selected for presentation can 

be controlled by one person, or 

by a group of people who see 
things in the same way. Just as 

the editors of News, in their re
cent can.paign, have shown us 

those things they wanted us to see, 

and have concealed those things 
they did not want us to see, so it 

Will be possible to indoctrinate the 
students without the students' be

ing aware that they are being in
doctrinated. 

I believe that sound, mature 
judgment is produced by contact 

with many points of view, many 
types of mind, many kinds of dis

cipline. The type of mind that is 
s~vept off its feet by the first pas
~ionate campaign that comes along 
~~ a liability in ~bese, or any other, 
1mes. To guard against the pro

duction of such minds, we should 
Place less emphasis on courses that 
:.eat with subjective, highly emo-
'.0nal material, and more on the 

rigorous, basic disciplines that do 
not bow quite so easily to winds 
of social pressure. 

Paul Winger Sprague 

• • • 
Miss Work Submits New 
System Of Liberal Arts 
Course For Consideration 

"Fd h • ucalion has come to be, if it 
as_ not always been, a des perately 

serious business" said Miss Work 
;~hile discussin~ her reaction to 
. e Present News campaign. "lt 
~s not just a process that yields 
our years of varied experience, a 

sheepskin, some topics for conver
sation. 'l'he bus iness is serious be
~ause we need citizens, people who 
can keep a sense of direction in a 
maze of circumstance and argu
ment; and scholars, people who 
can guard and extend the culture 
of the ages." 

"'!'here are evidences of the dan
ger of letting our student s, and 
ourselves, wander off on by-paths 
;~ th~ merely entertaining when 

e direct line begins to be a bit 
~oilsome," she continued. "There 
: ~anger of yielding up lasting 

erit to the preference of the mo
ment. The job of education is to 
make men and women. Even 
tho~gh the terrain is fixed by pre
ceding generations, it is almost 
~ter too late for good labor on 

e foundation." 
. However, it is Miss Work's be
h;f that only sincere and intense 
~- Ort to learn will make educa-
1~~ more than passingly worth-
~ tie. "Study is not necessarily 
Urdensome; it can be both enliv

etng and enlarging. The disd
p 1ne that teaches us unswerving 
accuracy need not be the discipline 
?f constraint, but rather of wi ll
ingness. I doubt if there is one 
?{ us who minds having a master 
1 h he be truly a master. Why 
8 outd students mind being held 
:trongly and convincingly on the 
rack of a training which has been 

llroven good by the experience of 
Years?" 

" "Change," said Miss Work, 
niight be expressed as the con

stant application of new little bits 
Of · Wisdom as they are collected, 
iuietJy, without announcement. 
t:ccess depends then not on me
d od but on efficacy. All the more 
~ We need to be taught to think 

~h~arty. All the more should every 
lid and every man and woman 

Who sk· · · J h' h 1pped 1t as a child app y 1s 

1 
ead. to his arithmetic. We have, 
heheve, over-estimated the dan

&er of standardization, and have 
cons t equently put a good deal of at-
1:ntion on superstructure and too 
ittJe on foundations of rock and 

steel." 
''N or do l think it is particularly 

canny of us to say that we put 
U!Jon all students the uniform 
ijtainp of a college education and 

thereby obliterate their individual 
traits. Why not say rather that 

a single good stamp well-impressed 

on twenty good students will tum 

out twenty persons, whose only 

standardization is the trade-mark 

of a well-established culture. I do 

not believe it is standardization 
that puts out the light in the eyes 

of our students. Lack of convic
tion is far more quenching for the 

spirit. And convictions can be won 
only by hard and unscattered 

study." 
Miss Work has submitted for 

consideration a program of study 

for a liberal arts college such as 
our own. It consists of forty-eight 

out of the hundred and twenty 

hours as strict requirements for 

an A. B. degree, plus a reading 

acquaintance of French and Ger
man, adequate knowledge of 

Shakespeare and Dante, and a 
thorough background of Biblical 
literature and history. "A college 
course," she said, "marks the end 

of formal education for the aver
age student. It should therefore 
take into specific consideration the 

ground covered in at least two of 
the four years of preparatory 
school. The basic subjects to be 
studied in those six years seem to 
me to be as follows: Ancient, Eu
ropean, and American history, one 
of which will be taken up in col
lege; six hours of either physical 
or biological science; six hours of 
an ancient and a modern language, 
six hours of the history of ancient 
and modern philosophy; and a year 
of the history of English litera
ture; a six hour course in either 
music or art, and math unless the 
student has been well-grounded in 
it before entrance to college." Miss 
Work concluded by saying that 
"the general principles for choos
ing college courses should be to 
take the things that are hard or 
impossible to get alone." 

• • • 
Miss Sudrann Says 
College Aid Students 
Shoulder Responsibility 

"I think that the greatest ad
venture a college gi rl has is cor
relating by herself knowledge that 
she has previously required in sep
arate courses," said Miss Jean 
Sudrann in a discussion with a re
porter on the five points that News 
has suggested for consideration 
in its last issue. "A girl who is 
'spoon-fed' in her courses cannot 
get the thrill of learning which is 
attached to a discovery of correla
tion in two fie lds," she continued. 

Miss Sudrann, a recent graduate 
of Mount Holyoke, is a newcomer 
to the English department and as 
yet is not completely familiar with 
the Wheaton system of education. 

On the whole Miss Sudrann said 
she considered News' campaign on 
education st imulating and inter
esting. With the present world 
crisis youth must be ready sooner 
than ever to carry a load of re
sponsibility, she asserted. The 
Youth Administration in Washing
ton, she pointed out, requires ex
ecutives of 21 and 22 years of age. 
I t is up to the college to supply 
the type of person needed, and how 
else can it be done than by im
pressing students with the respon
sibi lities an education implies, she 
said. 

Miss Sudrann considers that 
Wheaton is doing its utmost in 
furthering the tutorial and semi
nar plans of study. 'f o cut down 
the number of people in certain 
sections of courses would be a 
splendid idea for both student and 
instructor, she agreed, but how 
can this be done without hiring 
many more instructors and profes
sors who are not included in the 
budget? To provide for this 
Wheaton would have to do away 

with the academic scholarships it 

now gives, she pointed out. 
Freshman year does seem to 

present an almost insurmountable 
problem which could be solved only 

by reorganizing the prep school 

system, she stated. This method 

would be unfair to the girls, for 

it would prevent the graduate of 

a preparatory school from being 

tempered by the public school pro

duct and vice versa, she continued. 
The melting-pot atmosphere of 
freshman year, would be beneficial 

to students lost in a system of 

discrimination which would prove 
anti-democratic, she states, and no 
college could foster such an ideal. 

,Too much emphasis is being 

placed on correlation today, Miss 

Sudrann stated. Certainly in mak

ing correlations between two sub

jects some of the time previously 

used to stress basic principles must 

be lost, she thought. She wondered 
how a student could correlate 
things which she had not yet 

learned. It is really an individual's 

problem, she added. 
Miss Sudrann feels that the fac

ulty is endeavoring more than the 

students realize to understand 
their problems. On the question of 
the treatment of "C" students by 

instructors, she says that because 

of the time element involved the 
professors are more likely to ask 
questions of the better students. 
She claims that this benefits the 
class more in the long run and 
makes the period more interesting. 

Miss Sudrann added, however, 
that most professors tried to dis
tribute questions evenly. Some 
"C" students, she continued, feel 
affronted if they are asked a ques
tion while others are reluctant to 
ans wer because of shyness. By 
all means it is the instructor's 
duty to remedy this, she pointed 
out, and they seem to be doing it 
successfully in most courses. 

• • • 
Miss Jennings Thinks 
Classes Are At Present 
As Small As Possible 
To the Editor of the Wheaton 
News: 

My attention has been attracted 
by the statement made in the 
News that many students urge 
that classes at Wheaton should be 
smaller. I feel inclined to agree 
that small classes are desirable, 
though the ideal size will vary ac
cording to the subject which is to 
be presented and the method of 
instruction which seems most ap
propriate to it. In a class of fewer 
than 10 or 15 students considerable 
individual instruction is possible. 
Even in a class of 10 or 15 or 25 
students the instructor can know 
the students reasonably well; and 
there can be more stimulating dis
cussions in a class of this size 
than in one which is very small. 

Before expressing an opinion on 
whether classes at Wheaton are 
too large or not I have thought it 
proper to find out just how large 
our classes or sections actually 
are, and I pass on what informa
tion I have obtained in the hope 
that it may help clarify discussion 
of this subject. 

In the current semester there is 
an enrollment of fewer than 10 
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students in 88 of the 188 classes 
or sections which are being given; 

in each of 60 additional classes the 
enrollment is between 10 and 19. 
Altogether 50% of our class en

rollment is in classes of from 1 

to 19 students; and 82% of the 

enrollment is in classes of not more 

than 30 students. 
In no class or section in a for

eign language, in which individual 

instruction is desirable, are there 
at present more than 14 students. 
All but a few of the 28 classes in 

which enrollment ranges from 20 

lo 29 students are sections of in
troductory or survey courses in 

which the lecture method together 
with some class discussion would 
probably be preferred under any 

circumstances, and this method can 

be used effectively in sections of 

this size. 
In only 10 of our 188 classes 

are there more than 30 students, 

and these appear to be in subjects 
in which the lecture method can 
appropriately be used. The fact 

that these classes are highly con
centrated in a few departments 

has probably given students work

ing in those departments a fal se 
impression of the size of classes 

at Wheaton. 
l would like to comment briefly 

on the further statement made in 
News that a large number of 
freshmen express the opinion that 
History 1 and Economics 1 are 
parallel courses and should be com
bined. Inquiry of the students 
taking Economics .l revealed that 
only one freshman had been inter
viewed for that issue of News. 
' l'he opinion must therefore have 
been expressed by freshmen who 
are not taking l~conomics 1. May 
l suggest that these students 
glance briefly at the table of con
tents of the textbooks used in these 
two courses. They will discover 
not only that the courses do not 
cover the same ground, but that 
they touch the same subjects at 
very few points. Students have 
usually found the content of these 
two courses full enough to justify 
their being given as separate year 
courses. In fact Economics 1 
could not be combined with His tory 
1 without sacrificing the principal 
merit of the course as regards both 
information and training. 

The desire for "correlation be
tween courses and departments" is 
a thoroughly understandable one. 
'l'he good student will certainly 
make this correlation for herself 
and she should not be denied the 
experience of doing so by having 
it done for her by her instructors. 
She will, of course, be able to make 
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the correlation only when she has 
acquired a substantial background 

of precise knowledge in the fields 

to be correlated, and probably she 
will not be prepared to do it until 

late in her college work. 

One should not expect each 

year's work to have a discernible 

pattern of its own. It is merely 

part of the larger design of one's 
education and, though the pattern 

may become apparent in one's 
junior or, more likely, one's senior 
year in college, the design is not 
completed even then. 

Henrietta Cooper Jennings 
• • • 

Faculty Always Anxious 
To Help Students Is 
Point Mrs. Miller Stresses 

Turning to her copy of News, 

Mrs. Miller began her interview 

on education with a discussion of 

the first of the five points, that the 
students demand recognition of 

their desire to learn. Mrs. Miller 

wondered just what the students 
thought the faculty thought the 
students were here for, if not to 

learn? Time and time again she 
returned to this point stressing 
the faculty's desire to help. 

Mrs. 1\1.iller's definition of an 
"A" student was one who has 
assimilated the facts given in the 

text and in lectures and who is 

then able to present those facts in 
a different manner on an exam 
paper. Mrs. Miller said it would 
be hard for anyone who did not 
grade papers herself to realize 
how wonderful it is to see some
thing on an exam paper which is 
correct but has not been taken 
from the lext or a lecture. 

}1rs. Miller felt that one thing 
very much needed in the Ameri
can college student- freshmen par
ticularly-is a common fund vf 
knowledge. With the widely dif
fering backgrounds found among 
students today it is very hard to 
plan courses that will not be too 
advanced for some and too elemen
tary for others. With a common 
fund of knowledge behind us all 
it would be much easier for th~ 
faculty to plan variations on 
courses. 

Change is a mark of progress 
and criticism as a forerunner of 
change is good, Mrs. Miller feels. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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CHOIR WILL PRESENT 
CONCERT ON DEC. 14 

( Continued from page 1) 

The concert will open with the 
"Gloria" from Bach's Magnificat. 
Written especially for Christmas 
use, the "Gloria" has a rich five
part vocal part combined with an 
organ part which adds independent 
moving voices to the pattern. Also, 
in the first group, is a collection of 
Sixteenth Century Christmas mo
tets, including Palestrina's "Bodie 
Christus natus est" and Praetor
ius' "Hark, as I tell ye." The lat
ter is a most charming carol in 
the modal rhythmically free sty!.? 
of the Sixteenth Century, which 
unfolds the Christmas story in a 

manner which would seem impos
sible to better in any other idiom. 
"It is just as fresh and interest

ing today as it was four hundred 
years ago or as it will be a thou
sand years hence," added )fr. 

Garabedian. 
The choir will not repeat the 

Catalonian and the Slovak carols 
which have been so popular the 
last two years. However, the sec
ond group of pieces will include 
the French carols by Saboly, 
among which are "Bring a torch, 
Jeanette, Isabella" and "Touro
Louro-Louro." A new group of 
Old English carols opens with an 
arrangement of "God Rest Ye 
lforry, Gentlemen," a full, lively 
carol, which was sung five years 
ago. This group will end with an 
arrangement ior seven-part chorus 
of "The holly bears a berry," a 
lovely folk tune which was origi
nally danced as well as sung. 

In direct contrast with these 
last two groups which arc largely 
of secular character, stands the 
Bach Cantata, "Unto Us a Child 
is Born," with which the concert 
will close. Here is a picture of 
the deep religious feeling of 
Eighteenth Century Germany. 

After the concert, contributions 
for British War Relief will be ac
cepted in the vestibule of the 
chapel. 

-0---

WHEATON IS GOAL 
IN BICYCLE RACE 

(Continued from page 1) 
had made when Wheaton girls, 
taking a walk along the Taunton 

' road, informed them that they had 
passed Xorton without being aware 
of it! 

Steve Winship, president of the 
Harvard Outing Club, preceded the 
nine cyclists to Wheaton in a sta
tion wagon to make preliminary 
arrangements with :\like Ludwig, 
chairman of the Wheaton welcome. 

In spite of the heroic stamina 
of Al Schmidt, Art Besse, Sean 
:\1urphy, Bob :McN'air, Art Driscoll, 
Art Eldredge, Al Fullerton, and 
Harold Marantz, Wheaton got the 
last laugh for a second consecutive 
year. Asked if they wouldn't like 
some coffee, the Harvard boys re
plied they would prefer hot choco
late. 

Famous last words of Dr. 
Sprague who, it is suspected, is a 
staunch rooter for Yale, were: "It 
is surprising to what extremes a 
man will go to get away from 
Harvard." 

Compllmeota of 
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FACULTY FORUM 
( Continued from page 3) 

There is room for improvement in 
the best of systems, but Mrs. Mil
ler would like the students to re
alize that the 'Wheaton faculty 
are very human and very acces
sible. 

• • • 
Miss Sweeney Feels Need 
Of Student-Faculty 
Cooperation On Matter 

Asked to discuss the five educa
tional demands proposed in News, 
Miss Sweeney, member of the 
Spanish department, said that the 
line of argument proposed by the 
students was a good one, but that 
it would be hard to find a system 
to suit everyone's needs. "The 
spirit behind the campaign is ad

mirable. It shows a desire on the 
part of the students to be better 
people and to make Wheaton a 
better college. However, no sys
tem is perfect, for systems are 
only people. ,They change when 
people change.'' 

As an example of the fallacy of 
thinking that any change of sys
tem necessarily brings improve
ment, Miss Sweeney spoke of the 
tutorial system of Radcliffe, where 
she did her undergraduate work. 
The theory of the system is a good 
one, but in practice it is only ns 
good as ,lie individual tutors are. 
It seemed to Miss Sweeney that 
the attitude of the students implies 
that a perfect system can be 
handed to them by the faculty. 

Miss Sweeney believes that stu
dents should not lose sight of the 
fact that, although the juniors and 
seniors found that sophomore and 
freshman years were difficult, the 
very fact that they learned to ad
just themselves to a system was 
of importance. Their recognition 
of a purpose for study in their 
last years may be due to maturity 
as well as to their subjects. 

In viewing the first demand of 
the students, that there be a rec
ognition of their desire to learn, 
)liss Sweeney said she couldn't 
understand how the students could 
fail to indicate to the faculty their 
desire to learn. She finds that the 
most valuable proposal is the in
creased faculty-student contact. 
.Miss Sweeney tries to have con
ferences with all her students. 
"The idea of guidance for fresh
men prior to the choosing of 
courses, is a good one in theory 
but it must be determined by prac
tice," she said. Miss Sweeney found 
a lack of mental initiative on the 
part of the students. "Students 
should come to college with a pio
neer spirit and not expect too 
much to be d igested for them." 

J lowever, Miss Sweeney believes 
that there should be an opportunity 
for correlation between some 
courses, but this should be carried 
out in small meetings of members 
of the faculty and students. "I 
don't think correlation is feasible 
in all courses. It depends on the 
type of material," she said. "Stu-
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dents of literature, language, and 
history might meet together in 
small discussion groups.'' How
ever, she believes that the inde
pendent thought of the students is 
most important. 

To sum up her point of view, 
Miss Sweeney said, "Remember! 
No system is perfect. I stress the 
individual." 

• • • 
Help Students To Realize 
Interrelation Of Subjects 
Says Miss Hendrickson 

The last three issues of News 
have been stimulating. Whether 
they have made us mad or glad, 
they have made us think. 

Some revision of the status quo 
in education in the college see.ms 
to be in order, since it is being 
urged by the administration, the 
students, the faculty. 

Yet I wonder whether what is 
needed is so much a whole over
hauling of curriculum as a discus
sion and clarification of goals-as 
Miss Seaver suggesl'r-by means 
of discussion and exchange of idea 
between student, faculty and ad
ministration. 

I wonder, too, whether the corre
lated presentation of subject mat
ter-chronological or ideological
is as important as helping the stu
dent to find a coordinated center 

within herself which would enable 
her to sense the interrelation of 
several different aspects of learn
ing. 

Suppose a freshman, on being 
asked why she came to college, 
happened to reply, "To understand 
something about the meaning of 
life." 

Then suppose she took a typical 
course-say: biology, appreciation 
of music, English, a beginning 
language, history. 

Would these courses actually be 
so disjointed if she kept her goal 
in mind? 

Might not biological investiga
tion illuminate for her one aspect, 
while a deepening understanding 
of music unfold another? 

Her intensive study of the va
rious phases of English Composi
tion would make her aware of how 
men of all times have thought and 
felt-suffered and laughed-with 
words-and so she might come to 
transfer something of herself into 
words. 

Through her beginning lan
guage other words would become 
hers-at once different from the 
English, yet strangely like them. 
These words would grow into sen
tences, and these into pages until 
at Inst she had a new speech of 
her own-a new literature-almost 
a new world! 

Behind it all, her history, link-

ing these worlds together-in its 
concreteness relating fact to fact, 
century to century, cause to effect, 
and-like a long range light-help
ing her to see in perspective the 
monstrous problems of the day. 

So-bit by bit-the various 
patches of knowledge might be
come woven into a harmonious pat· 

tern peculiarly hers. 
Marion Hendrickson 

----<>--
CAST OF NATIVITY 
PLAY IS ANNOUNCED 

(Continued from page 1) 
will sing entirely in unison because 
of the uneven distribution of voice 
ranges. Only four members of the 
college choir in the junior and sen
ior classes will sing. Those sing· 
ing are: Marion Bayette, Eliza
beth Fell, Mary Louise Fuller, 
Margaret Garrigues, Winifred 
Gibbs, Mary Frances GodfreY, 
Katherine Harriman, Althea Hooff, 
Leah J ohnson, Ann Kelly, Kath
erine Kennedy, Ruth Kidder, 
Nancy Knowlton, Mary Lav
ezzo, Mary Elizabeth Lovell, 
Wilma Martin, Nancy Murdock, 
Hannah Michelman, Betty Pierce, 
Marcia Spencer, Nancy Twombly, 
Jane Williams, Mildred Wood, 
Sally Kolodney, Dorothy Davis, 
and Jeanne Wirtz. 

DOROTHY McGUIRE 
••• popular star of John 
Golde n's hit play"Claudia," 
says Me rry Christmas to 
he r many fr iends with the 
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This year they're saying 
Merry Christmas with Chesterfields. 

For your friends in the Service 
And for the folks at home 
What better Christmas present 
Than these beautiful gift cartons 
Of 10 packs, 3 packs, or 4 tins of 50. 

Nothing else you can buy 
Will give more pleasure for the money • . 

Buy Chesterfields 
For your family and friends 
Beautifully packed for Christmas. 




