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Norton Public Library, Founded By Mrs. Eliza Wheaton, 

Offers Town 10,000 Books And Colorful Local History 
by Regina Ventura 

Norton, Ma8s., F'eb. 1, 1888 

"The day chosen for the dedi
cation of the library proved to 
be the brightest and best of the 
season, with clear skies and air 
mild, genial, exhilarating ... The 
Unitarian church where the exer
cises were held, was finely deco
rated ... The introductory ad
dresses of General Chapin, pres
ident of the day, the poem by Miss 
Lucy Larcom, the dedicatory 
address by Dr. Wil1iam A. Mowry, 
and a ll the other exercises 
charmed and thrilled t he audience, 
Which compactly fi lled the house 
· .. It was indeed a red-letter day 
for Norton." 

After his introductory address. 
during which he recalled the first 
dedication observed in Norton 
that of the meeting house , Gen
eral Samuel A. Chapin introduced 
Mr. Stephen C. Earle of Worcester, 
architect whose "magic skill is 
now being exercised on the Clark 
University in Worcester a nd the 
Pilgrim Church of t ha t same city, 
the Goodnow Library of Princeton, 
the Damon Library of Holden, and 
many others." Mr. Earle gave a 
detailed description of the library 
building a fter commenting that al
though "Norton is not one of the 
hill towns so often spoken of, 
Whose beacon lights could flash a 
signal from height to height over 
a whole country ... from here 
goes out an influence, far and 
Wide, with those daughters, who, 
in a ceaseless procession sojourn 
here for a few brief years and 
then go to shed the influence of 
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Mr. Henri A. Yelle, librarian, a nd Mary Anne Myers look over photo
graphs of the historical Norton Public Library. 

its Chr istian culture, each in the 
circle where her lot in life may 
fall." 

Following this, the deed of the 
library building was formally pre
sented to the town of Norton by 
General Chapin who read a brief 
statement from the donor: 

Being dcsiroiui of giving the citi
zen.s of the town of Norton in
crea.~cd facilities for reading and 
general intellectual culture, I have 
caii.sed to be erected the building 
now opened for in .. ~pection and 
occttpancy. My object in its erec
tion ww1 to furnish u place for the 
Library Association which was fa. 
corporatcd Avril 7th, 1886, for the 
circulation of books, and for a 
reading room for the citizens of 
the town, whicfi should be open a1i 
often as deemed advisable; but 
the building and the 1-0t on which 
it standB, with the fixtures and 
fun1iture therein, I desire should 
belong to the tow11 of Norton ... 
and I do now present to the town 
a deed of the property, with poli
cies of insm-ancc, lwping the1J will 
feel inclined to accept it at their 
annual town meeting, and adopt it 
a.~ a cAiarge they will gladly 
cheri .. ~h. 

Eliza B. Wheaton 
Cha 1>in Conuncnts 

General Chapin continued, com
menting that "the choicest spot in 
a ll the town" had been chosen for 
the erection of the library where 
"our sons a nd our daughters and 
their descendants may gather hCl'l' 
for hundreds of years to come, 
seeking treasures of knowledge 
more precious and enduring than 
treasures of gold and s ilver." 

The Hon. Austin Messinger, 
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chairman of the board of select
men, accepted the deed of gift and 
added : ". . . The town is certain
ly fortunate to number such a 
woman among its people. She 
has richly endowed a seminary, 
built a church, and now gives the 
town this token of her beneficence 
which will be appreciated more, if 
possible, than any other." 

The keys of the Library Build
ing were then given to Rev. J. P. 
Lane, president of the board of 
directors, who outlined briefly, the 
history and purpose of the Library 
Association and acknowledged 
several of the substantial gifts 
with which the new library had 
already been endowed. 

l'ol'm Rea.cl 
A poem entitled Good Books, 

written by Miss Lucy Larcom, was 
read, "in a very graceful and im
pressive manner" by Miss Kate 
White of Wheaton Seminary. 
Then a letter from His Excellency 
Governor Ames was read in which 
he expressed his regret at being 
unable to attend the dedication. 

The Orator of the Day, William 
A. Mowry, Ph.D., of Boston, was 
then pleasantly introduced by 
President Chapin, and was re
ceived with hearty demonstration. 
During the course of his address, 
Mr. Mowry commented, "How de
lightful a place for one's residence 
would that town be where all the 
women arc Mrs. Stowcs, or Julia 
Ward Howes, or Mary Lyons, and 
all thC' men were Hawthorncs, and 
Waylands, and Lowclls ... citi
zens of Norton ... fortunate in
deed is the community which has, 
in addition to good public schools, 
a liberally endowed and efficient 
seminary of learning. And now 
you arc to come into possession of 
this highly useful and exceedingly 
beautiful building ... Jealously 
and sacredly guard, protect and 
transmit this great blessing . .. " 

The "ladies of Norton" had pre
pared a collation at the Town Hall 
close by where everyone gathered 
after the benediction had been 
pronounced by Rev. J. P. Lane. 

The foregoing is a11 imaginary 
press rclc-0\~e composed entirely of 
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believe that his new wife is her 
daughter. 

When Ponza leaves the scene 
after his explanation, Signora 
Frola returns and tells the people 
that her son-in-law is the crazy 
one. The curtain closes on Act I. 

The townspeople use every 
imaginable resource to reveal 
whether Ponza or Signora Frola is 
the mad one in Act II and Act III. 
The truth as Pirandello sees it is 
presented in the last scene. 

Members of the cast arc as fol
lows: Mr. Frank Ramseyer as 
Landisi, an impish character reprc· 
senting the point of view of the 
playwright; Vivienne Branau as 
Signora F'rola; Robert Byrne as 
Signor Ponza; James Cleary as 
Agazzi, t he mayor; Evy Pierot as 
Amalia, the mayor's wife; Kath
leen Scarlett, their daughter Dina, 
and three of t he townspeople, Nan. 
cy Cotton, Emilie Dana and Eda 
Moore. 

Heads of the crews assisting 
Miss Barnett are as follows: Stage 
Manager, Kathryn Cobb and as
sistant, Penelope Cleghorn; Lights, 
Deborah Hatch and Eleanor Ca
pen; Make-up, Judith Anderson; 
Scenery, Rock Dyer; Costumes, 
Annette Granstrom and Ann von 
der Linden; Props, Ann Hall and 
Margaret Webb; and Business 
Manager, Shirley Salmonsen. 

Dancers Name 
New Members 

And Committee 
President Susan Keene has an

nounced the election of the 1956-
57 officers of Modern Dance 
Group: vice-president is Mary F. 
Sadtler; secretary is Joan Baker; 
and treasurer is Polly Reid. The 
modern dancers al"o chose chair
men for their various committees. 
Marion Badoian is heading the 
publicity committee and Susan 
Keene is organizing the business 
of the concert committee, which 
includes Marion Badoian, Joan 
Baker, Margaret Flynn, Carlotta 
Gordon, Mary F. Sadtler, Barbara 
Sarnoff, Jean Aikenhead. Martha 
Halliday, Martha Luppold and 
Cornelia St. John. The wardrobe 
department is headed by Elizabeth 
Gelders. 

Last week the Modern Dance 
Group held preliminary and final 
tryouts. New members to both 
Understudy and Dance Group were 
elected from those auditioning in 
recalls. Ruth Eisenberg, Wendy 
Nickerson, Barbara Ross, Barbara 
Smithley and Caroline Wiggins 
joined the Understudy Group, 
while Linda Griffin, Kathleen 
Johnston and Lois Limbert, all of 
the freshman class, were chosen to 
join Dance Group. Elected to Un
derstudy last spring were Martha 
Luppold and Elizabeth Gelders. 

Dance Group and Understudy 
have plans underway for the De
cember demonstration, which will 
be gh·en during the first week of 
that month. The dance instruc
tor, Mrs. Diane Pesso, is working 
with the groups on planning the 
presentation and helping with 
techniques. 

Sociology Majors Set Out To Study 

Adoptions, Labor And Social Class 
by Jayne D uffy 

Is a child a requisite for mar
riage? What happens to a fam
ily when the father loses his job? 
Why does Jane Doe get her pic
ture in the society section of the 
paper when Barbara Allen doesn't? 
Interesting questions, aren't they? 
Sociology majors, Deborah Robert
son, Ellen Clark, and Deborah 
Dean think so and have decided 
to find out the answers. Results 
will be the basis for their sociol
ogy theses. 

Writing a thesis involves much 
work. The first step is to choose 
a topic; then follows a trip to the 
library for extensive research on 
background material. Next, read 
previous case studies made on your 
topic. It will take much time, but 
the information gained is well 
worth the effort. Now we are on 
our own. We have our hypothesis 
and our background; it is time for 
interviews with the people involv
ed in the problem. We keep in 
constant touch with these people, 
who, for the most part, are more 
t han willing to help us. 

During our work, frequent con
ferences with our faculty advisors, 
Miss Margaret Wood and Mr. Vic
tor Gelineau, help to steer us in a 
straight line. The information is 
all completed. Now it is time to 
WRITE A THESIS! In Septem
ber the word scared us. A thesis 
-why that was for graduate stu
dents aiming for a Ph.D. But now, 
equipped with mountainous notes, 
complex charts a nd baffling sta
tistics, fifty type written pages 
should be easy. 

Writing a thesis is no easy mat
ter, however! Ask Deborah Rob
ertson. For her theme Debby 
chose adoption and its place in 
our society. Having chosen her 
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topic and completed some prelim
inary research, Debby went to the 
State Child Welfare Agency in 
Boston where she obtained a copy 
of the Massachusetts State Adop
tion Law. From here Debby trav
eled to New Bedford, where she 
conferred with a private voluntary 
adoption agency. Her theme, a 
complex one, involves many phases 
of adoption: the unwed mothers, 
orphans, foster homes, adoption 
agencies, social welfare workers 
and the adopted child. 

What is the purpose of Debby's 
thesis? It is to answer the ques
tion: Is it necessary in our society 
to have a child in order to have a 
complete marriage, and if so, is 
adoption our society's solution to 
childless marriages? It is an in
tC'resting question which should 
have some provocative answers. 

Norton Company Chosen 
Choosing a topic which is of ut

most importance in Norton Ellen 
Clark is studying the clTe~t that 
the closing of the Talbot Wool 
Company had on the families of 
the men who lost their jobs, and 
the effect on the community of 
Norton as a whole. 

Having interviewed the former 
manager of the Mill and the presi
dent of the Mill Labor Union 
Ellen's next step will be to inter~ 
view twenty families who felt the 
results of the closedown. Through 
these and other conferences with 
the president of the Norton Lions 
Club and the president of the 
League of Women Voters, Ellen 
will gain a first hand report on a 
problem whose solution is so vital 
to families and towns dependent 
on one industry for their liveli· 
hood. 

Have you looked at the society 
section of the New York Times 
lately? Deborah Dean has. In 
fact she will be reading it every 
day for four weeks, writing down 
the name of every person mention
ed, the amount of space alloted to 
them, whether a picture accom
panies the article, and, if so, how 
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TIME OUT 
Tennis Champion 

In view of her brilliant victory 
over "Snookie" Woods Tuesday, 
Ainanda Tevepaugh has placed 
herself in the unique position of 
freshman tennis champion and an 
eligible, threatening candidate for 
permanent retention of the trophy 
if subsequent years again find her 
victorious. Wheaton's tennis cup, 
which now is kept in the Game 
Room of SAB is only awarded a 
champion on a permanent basis 
if the victory has been repeated 
for the four years. For this rea
son, Sherry Read, participant in 
the semi-final rounds of this year's 
tournament and tennis champion 
both in 1955 and 1956 was inelig
ible to keep the trophy. 

Ainanda, who played in both 
city and state tournaments of Vir
ginia this summer, gave a per
formance indicative of potential 
greatness. The set scores, how
ever, which were 2-6. 6-3, 6-0, 
show that "Snookie" was not far 
behind the final winner. In serv
ing, both hit well, with "Snookie" 
again using her hard first ball to 
advantage. Her play was charac
terized by steady hitting and good 
placing but was not superb enough 
to stem the brilliant shots and 
clever placing of Ainanda. 

In becoming finalist in the 
tournament, newcomer "Snookie" 
offers a very big threat for future 
years. Eyes will be turned more 
quickly than usual to the courts 
next year when Amanda prepares 
to defend her title. 

Swimming Meet 
In the swimming meet held on 

October 23, the sophomores em
erged victorious with a total of 
30 points, the freshmen were next 
with 29; third were the juniors 
with 28 and a half, and the seniors 
were last with 7. Tuesday's meet 
found the juniors out in front, the 
sophomores second, the freshmen 
third and the seniors last. 

Individual results are as follows: 
October 23 No,·ember 6 

1. 40 yd. freestyle 
Jenkins '60 Jenkins '60 

2. Side stroke form 
Lichty '59 Schwendler '58 

3. 20 yd. back stroke 
Frank '58 Frank '58 

4. Breast stroke form 
Ward '58 Jones '58 

5. 20 yd. breast stroke 
Jenkins '60 J enkins '60 

6. Front crawl form 
Hurd '59 Hurd '59 

7. 60 yd. medley '60 '58 
8. Back crawl form 

Butterworth '60 Keep '59 
9. 10 man relay '60 '60 

Members of the teams are as 
follows: 1957-Burrows, Brown, 
Brennan, von der Linden, Arono
wi tz, Granstrom, Land, Hayes, 
Fleet, Glidden, Robertson. 1958-
Dawes, Schwendler, Langmaid, 
Bellows, Woods, Frank. Baker, 
Osmundsen, Kahlo, Gordon, Ward, 
Linton. 1959-Latimer, Sadtler, 
Backe, Beaumont, Alden, Keep, 
Spear, Walker, Hurd, Andrew, 
Andrews, Lichty. 1960--.Jenkins, 
Fulbright, Burke, Nash, Griffin, 
Ferris, McDonough, Conner, But
terworth, Roberts, Carter, Par
rish, Bouscaren, Taber. 
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MISS EISELE 
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will get a systematic theoretical 
knowledge of basic sciences, prac
tical training, and good work hab
its." 

Just how is this change being 
brought about? Through all the 
primary and secondary grades, 
theory is being supplemented by 
actual work. In this way, the 
humanities are being given less 
time, namely by 5.5 percent; and 
the sciences, mathematics, and 
practical and physical training are 
being increased. 

This increase is most obviously 
occurring on the secondary level. 
"Thus, the aim of the new educa
tional plan is to train students in 
the practical application of knowl
edge." 

Whether this new compulsory 
education is being rigidly enforced 
is now being questioned, but pro
gress is being made toward its 
goal. Since February 1956, a ll 
fees for secondarv education have 
been abolished, ;nother step to
ward realization of this goal. 

"Undoubtedly, modifications in 
the plan will be necessary. Years 
will pass before it is in full opera
tion. If earlier patterns are fol
lowed. then the first evidence of 
change will be seen in the Russian 
Soviet Federated Socialist Repub
lic in metropolitan areas and then 
in rural regions, as facilities and 
personnel are made available." 

O>----
SOCIOLOGY THESES 
(Continued from page 3) 

large a picture. Then Debby will 
check to see if the people men
tioned are included in New York's 
social register. It is certainly a 
tedious but fruitful job. 

Choosing the upper class for her 
thesis because so little has been 
\Hitten about them, Debby has 
done extensive research. Although 
she can gain no direct information 
from those who compile the social 
register, she has obtained a copy 
of the register from a friend. But 
her four week study wi ll form the 
main part of her thesis. Her the
sis on the differentiation in social 
stratification in the upper class 
then will take shape and be born. 

Due around the first of March, 
the theses of these three girls 
!-hould provide interesting answers 
and solutions to three problems of 
our society. The formula is hard 
work and constructive thinking. 

Orientation Meeting 
A second freshman orientation 

meeting will be held in Plimpton 
Hall on Wednesday at 4:40 p.m. 
ThC' r.1c"'tinr. in the fo:,n of a 
round t,1ble discussion, will be 
moderated by the academic dean, 
:rirs F.:li?.: b~ h May, with the as
s·stance of a group of girls from 
the sophomore class. 

SULLIVAN'S 
Office Supply Co. 

19 Weir St. (Upstairs) 
Taunton, Mass. VA 4-4076 

We wish to exrress our deep
est thanks to al the Wheaton 
girls who participated in making 
our display sale a success. Due 
to this wonderful response we 
plan to hold another show in 
the very near future. In the 
meantime, if we can be of any 
service, please drop us a card 
or come in and see us at 36 
High Street in Brockton. 

P.S. Our agent on campus is 
Linda Darby 

NORTON LIBRARY 
(Continued from page 3) 

excerpts /r<nn the dedicatoriJ book 

published by Lane Brothers in 

Norton in 1888. 

The Norton Public Library, a 

handsome brick building which 

stands on the western end of Nor
ton Green, boasts a long history of 
affiliation with Wheaton. Accord
ing to Mr. Henri A. Yelle, librarian 
(also assistant principal and teach
er of French at Norton Public 
High School), members of the 
library staff have been predomi
nantly faculty wives Mrs. Linda 
Ramseyer, wife of Frank Ram
seyer, professor of music, is now 
acting as assistant librarian and 
many of the professors and their 
families and members of the ad
ministrative staff are regular pa
trons. 

Miss Henrietta Jennings, pro
fessor of economics, is on the 
board of directors and is chairman 
of the book committee. Mr. Ernest 
Knapton, professor of history, and 
Miss Caro Lynn, professor emeri
tus in classics, have served as 
president of the board. 

The Town of Norton annually 
apportions $1200 of its budget for 
the purchase of new books and 
magazines, and Wheaton College 
contributes $200 every year. The 
librarian often receives unexpected 
endowments. Recently, The Nor
ton Detecting Society, being forced 
to liquidate, gave the library S300 
to be used for books of historical 
interest concerning Norton and 
surrounding towns. This Society 
had been originally organized to 
"detect" s tray horses; however, 
the gradual public preference for 
the automotive method of trans
port resulted in a purely social 
club of dwindling membership. 

The library, founded by Mrs. 
Eliza Wheaton in 1888, has a col
lection of nearly 10,000 books: a 
great many novels and publica
tions intended for children. The 
reference and periodical room 
boasts one of the finest views of 
the town of Norton along with a 
portrait of Mrs. Wheaton which is 
hung over the original terracotta 
fireplace. 

The Norton Public Library is 
open at the following hours: 
Monday, 3 to 5 and 7 to 8 p.m.; 
Wednesday, 3 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m.; 
and Saturday 3 to 5. Librarian 
Yelle extends an invitation to 
Wheaton students to make use of 
the library; many of the novels 
required by English courses ai·Q 

available for circulation. And the 
American history enthusiast might 
find it well worth her while to ask 
to be taken to the attic, where she 
will find many volumes containing 
the early annals of our country. 

Fernandes Super 

Markets, Inc. 
Norton, North Euton and 

East Bridgewater 

Almanac Offers 
Forecasts, Hints 

The 1957 issue of the Old Farm
er's Almanac may now be pur
chased. The magazine contains 
vital information for the farmer, 
the mailman and the weather fore
caster. 

This is the 165th consecutive 
annual edition of the almanac 
which was first published during 
George Washington's presidency. 
In the early years the publication 
had a shaky existence and the 
public did not regard it as infalli
ble. It was not until the editors 
dared to forecast snow on a Fourth 
of July- several inches fell that 
the magazine gained a wide circu
lation. 

The almanac has Jong been a 
favorite with farmers, giving them 
weather conditions and planting 
information; the outdoor angler 
can find a list of favorable fishing 
days and the housewife receives 
tips on distinguishing and cooking 
mushrooms. 

Weathe1· conditions for all ma
jor holidays arc predicted for this 
year. Pack warm clothes for 
Thanksgiving, it's going to be 
bleak and cold. A long formal for 
the Junior Prom will not be a 
wise choice for snow is expected. 
Hints to the homemaker are clev
er, helpful and often amusing. The 
Norton Post Office would no doubt 
like students to observe a tip on 
wrapping packages. The secret to 
success is to wet the cord first· as 
the cord dries it wil) shrink, g~ar
anteeing a secure package. 

As in all magazines, there is a 
section of advertisements. One of 
thC'se offers monry for broken 
jpwdry, gold teeth and spectacles. 
The unusual can be found indeed 
in the Old Fcinncr's A/mmmc. 
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Orange l(ey Is 
Weekend Host 

The social committee of the 
Princeton Orange Key extended 
an invitation to eastern girls' col
leges to send delegates to their 
annnual social conference at 
Princeton on the weekend of Oc
tober 27. The Un1versity is trying 
to establish closer social relations 
with girls' colleges, especially on 
the freshman and sophomore 
levels. 

The conference members dis
cussed acquaintance dances and 
they concluded that their pri~cipal 
function was to provide an eve
ning of fun for those attending 
and, secondly, to provide oppor
tunities for meeting many elig
ible young males. The art of con
ducting acquaintance dances was 
analyzed by suggestions and per· 
!-onal opinions from both sexes. 
Other social functions, such as 
baseball games, sings and indoor 
sports, were also discussed. 

Of particular importance to 
\Vheaton was the discussion con
cerning transportation between 
Wheaton and Princeton on week
ends. A tentative date was set 
for a Wheaton underclassman ac· 
quaintance dance with Princeton 
during the winter. 

TODD STUDIO 
20 Main St., Norton 

W elcomes all Wheaton Students 
Prices from $5.00 up 

Atlas 5-4333 Closed Thursdays 
Sittings by Appointment 

Thursday· Saturday 

"TEA AND SYMPATHY" 
Deborah Kerr and John Kerr 

and 

"MASSACRE" 
Dane Clark 

Sunday - Tuesday 

"THE BEST THINGS IN 
LIFE ARE FREE" 

Den Deley 
end 

"FRONTIER SCOUTS" 
Tony Marlin 

We ere happy lo announce that we 
have augmented our fleot with two 
brand new cars, a Ford Country Se· 
dan a nd a two door Plymou th. Rental 
ra tes are as follows: 

PLYMO UTH OR CHEVROLET: 
$9.00 per day plus 7c per mile 

FORD (COUNTRY SEDAN): 
$ I 0.00 per day plus 9c per mile 

(This includes gas, oil and complete 

insurance coverage) 

A party of eight could hire the 
Country Sedan for one day and lrav· 
el 200 miles for only $3.50 per per· 
son! 

Courteous and Prompt Service! 

AVIS Taunton Auto Rental , Inc, 
8 Post Office Square 
call Taunton 4-9089 

5le LORD FOX 
FOXBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 

ROUTE 1, MIDWAY BETWEEN 
BOSTON AND PROVIDENCE 

Open Noon 

to Midnight 

LUNCHEON, DINNER AND COCKTAILS 

OYSTER BAR 
KlNGSWOOD 5361 

Woodsie and Jim Nolan 
Owner-Man&eJen 




