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Oh, These Radicals

CGA established
and its funetions as a college

At the beginning of the school year,
a committee to evaluate News
newspaper. In connection with its important job, the com-
mittee issued to the student body a questionnaire with several
recommendations for the improvement of the paper. Unfor-
tunately, the response was somewhat disappointing. Out of
950 forms that were distributed, only 10 made their way back
to the News office. In spite of this, we would like to inform
the campus what the results of the editors’ evaluation and
introspection has been.

One of the committee’'s suggestions was that News
should give greater coverage to cultural events throughout
the nation. We felt, however, that it would be too much to
expect girls to fly to Denver, Cincinnati, or Las Vegas for an
evening performance of a symphony or jazz concert. There
are too many problems inherent in this sort of undertaking,
not the least of which is that cultural permissions are valid
only until 1 am. Thus, News decided that it would restrict
its coverage to cultural activities around the campus—which
is what we were doing in the first place.

The committee’s third suggestion greatly confused the
editors. It advised News to get off the beaten track and do
something original, such as produce a parody of itself. Need-
less to say, we were somewhat upset by the inference that
nothing about the paper is original, but we cast aside our
hurt feelings and pondered the suggestion.

As one might expect, the first problem was to define
parody. Webster gives its meaning as “A writing in which
the language and style of an author is imitated, esp. for comic
effect or in ridicule.” A second definition is “A burlesque
musical composition,” while a third reads “Loosely, a feeble
or ridiculous imitation.”

1t is immediately apparent that the first definition puts
the emphasis on an author. It need hardly be noted that
News has more than one author—whom we refer to as re-
porters, feature writers, and editors. The phrase “Comic
effect or in ridicule” also made us think for a minute. We do
not want to bore you with the meanings of “comic” or “ridi-
cule,” but you may rest assured that they left us more con-
fused than ever.

Hoping to find a solution to the dilemma, we turned to
the second definition. A glance disqualified it. It may come
as a surprise to some, but a newspaper is not intended to be
a musical composition. While we recognize the inherent
attraction of putting the editorial to rock-and-roll, or of
adapting Mid Other Men to Gregorian chant, we recommend
that such projects be referred to some other campus organ-
ization.

By a rapid process of elimination, we were left with
the third and final dictionary definition. And again, we
judged it inappropriate and not representative of News’ pur-
pose—nor of the journalistic code to which we so sternly
adhere. Forgive us if we sound stuffy, but we do not indulge
in “feeble imitations.”

After much consideration, therefore, we rejected with-
out equivocation the idea of doing a parody. Nothing could
possibly be further from our minds than doing something
which would demonstrate a lack of serious purpose. Even
had we been willing to embark on such a course of irresponsi-
bility, we would have been hesitant to risk offending someone
at Wheaton. A joke may not break any bones, but ridicule?
We shudder at the thought.
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Current
Ramblings

by Patricia Moser

The staple diet of high-school
and college students, housewives
and white-collar workers may soon
be wrenched from our lives. We
may no longer read glowing re-
ports about illustrious Republicans
and slimy rumours about cloak-
and-dagger Democrats. We may no
longer muse on the backstair gos-
sip about celebrities, We may no
longer study last week’s crises in
fictional, story-book style.

Time, The Weakly News Maga-
zine was indicted last week by a
New York district court for libel:
a group of well-known public
figures, authors, and critics banded
together and brought charges
against the magazine, News had
become fiction: fiction used as a
tool to influence the reading public
to think and act as any loyal Time
reader should.

When the charges were brought
before Henry R. Luce, editor-in-
chief, he ignored reporters’ ques-
tions. One newsman was heard to
bemoan: “All criticism of Luce's
rag is left unanswered . . . that is
until Luce decides that he has
enough material to slander his
eritics flagrantly. And he has a
large enough reading public to
sway the pendulum against the ass
of justicee 1 don't want to be
quoted on that.”

When news of the indictment
reached the offices of NBC News,
cheers interrupted the hustle of
frantic compiling. A coffee break
was ordered. After the excited re-
porters settled back to a facsimile
of judicious work, the news mana-
gers decided to revise the schedule
for the evening program. Chet
Huntley telephoned David Brink-
ley in Washington, and after
Brinkley recovered from . the
shock, he gave the go-ahead. With
a spirit of revanche, the studio re-
porters prepared a monstrous
script revealing as many indescre-
tions of Time as they could pre-
sent to the public in a half-hour.
Chet Huntley was heard to mutter
as the camera lit up that night:
“This is only the beginning; we
could go on for a week."

The war was on.

NBC revealed the atrocities of
Time and Life (the picture supple-
ment) that had been outlined in
the charges. In a provocative re-
lease from the accusers, some vie-
tims tried to defend themselves
and to introduce the innocent pub-
lic to the scandalous style of Time.
Charges were introduced by such
prominent figures as Bertrand
Russell, Irwin Shaw, Igor Stravin-
sky, Mary McCarthy, Frank B.
Morrison and P.G. Wodehouse.

Accusations included: Time is
“seurrilous and utterly shameless
in its willingness to distort,” "“nas-
tier than any other magazine of
its day,” “dirt is too clean a word
for Time."”

The Time reporting machine is
one of the largest in the world.
News comes in from its reporters
and is worked over and hashed
into a delicious stew of fairy-tale
dreams. The complicated process
strives for simplicity for a simple
minded audience. For years the
legitimate news bureaus have de-
spised Time for its disrespect of
facts and its reading public. But
they have been able to do little
because of fear of the vicious pen
of the Luce organization.

Time is short for T'ime. The war
which was started last week will
not end until the public figures,
authors, critics, honest news bu-
reaus, and “people” at large have
revealed the atrocities which Time
has committed against them and
against the intelligent reading
public. The war will not end until
Time has been tried and found
guilty by the highest court in the
land.

Bul then again, even time is

relative.

Letters To The Editor

Dear Editor:

We of my dorm hath come to the conclusion that thy paper
be entirely too liberal, What has happened to the morality of our
dearly beloved institution? When the sun set in its golden pool over
the Norton horizon last Thursday, we picked up thy issue, and from
its print issued forth many multitudinous words of illiberality. We
believe thou mentioned words such as “weekends,” and had pictures
on thy front page. What kind of corruption art thou spewing forth
upon the campus?

Insensedly,
A Wheaton Student

Dear Editor:

It's like I wanna place a gripe as to the fact that there aren't
hardly enough of cultural things going on around here for we people
who'd like for there to be to be. Why don’'t you guys have any such
things and items like that? For instance we could have no houses
closing hours, because last week I was out in a quadrat enjoying na-
ture with a bunch of culturally stimulating Harvard men, and I heard
the warning bells and we had to put to an end to our intellecraul
conversation, This will stagnate our minds, you know. And also, why
don't we allow marijuana sold in the Cage, because I think when I
take it that it would be a good culturally stimulating experiance for
everyone to experiance especially psychology, religion, philosophy, and
sociology majors because it would be good experience,

Please listen to my suggestion and write an editorial defending
it because it is culturally stimulating and a good experience.

Love,
Hortensia. Philamena

Colpitis Wrong on Sex

' It has been announced that Caesar, one of Dean Leota C. Col-
pitts" Old English Sheepdogs, gave birth to 23 puppies last Monday.

: Caesar, whose formal name is Ch. Caesar Perotto of Xanten,
is the son of Ch. Moppet of Tuffets-Whey and the late Ch. Saxon of
Aurach-on-the-Little Ouse.

Miss Colpitts, who is presently in Penmaenmawr-Yenangyvaung,
Jurma, could not be reached for comment. However, it is known that
before she wenl on sabbatical leave, Miss Colpitts remarked to several
close friends that Caesar was rapidly gaining weight. It is reported
that Caesar did not respond favorably to the new diet that Miss Colpitts
devised for him.

According to reliable sources, the apparently sudden change in
Caesar's sex will have grave consequences for Miss Colpitts. The
American Kennel Club, with whom Caesar is registered, frowns on
mistakes involving sexes because "it makes such a mess of the records.”
Offenders may be fined up to $5000 and ordered to serve a year's im-
prisonment in the AKC's basic anatomy course,

Besides being confronted with a possible fine and prison term,
Miss Colpitts is faced with the problem of having Lo re-name Caesar.
In order to do this effectively, Miss Colpitts may cut short her trip
around the world and return to Wheaton.

Caesar is presently residing at the Bide-a-While Maternity Home
in Taunton. Visiting hours are 2 - 4 on weekdays, and 2 - 6 on week-
ends, However, due to the unusually large litter, only two visitors
at a time will be allowed to see her.

Society Honors Frank W. Ramseyer
For Discovery of Long Lost Chord

Last Friday while practicing
Khachaturian's Concerto for Piano
and Orchestra, Frank W. Ramsey-
er, professor of music, accidently
hit upon the lost dominant E minor
seventh augmented chord. He ex-
plained that he was disturbed by a

Ramseyer said that the chord
was first discovered in 1229 by an
Australian pianist, but it was mis-
placed during the War of 1812, He
noted that its rediscovery will en-
able an orchestra to play Beeth-
oven’s Fifth in 28 measures.

In honor of his achievement,

large horse fly which landed on
cne of the piano keys. In his at-
tempt to kill the fly with his hands,
he banged on the piano and conse-
quently hit upon the chord.

Ramseyer will be the guest of
honor at a dinner given by the
American Society of Composers,
Authors, and Publishers next
month.

Infirmary Bulletins

Dr. Mario S. K. Palmer, college physician, performed an emer-
gency appendectomy on Cecily Bastedo, former editor of News, last
Saturday night. Miss Brown assisted him, Cecily is recovering nicely,
but has complained that her left toe still hurts.

The Infirmary is pleased to report the continued improvement
in the health of two Harvard freshmen injured here last Sunday. In
the 2 p.m. parietal stampede in Everett, the young men suffered con-
tusions of the head as they rushed up the stairs. Although there is no
evidence of brain damage, neither is there positive evidence of brains.
News has been assured that the two visitors will be released in a few
days.

It has been reported that the chef injured in the Mashed Potato
Explosion on Friday night is feeling much better. Apparently, yeast
instead of milk was inadvertently added to the vat of potatoes. The
result was that the potatoes exploded, covering the chef from head to
toe, While he was eating his way out, he choked on a lump of
“mashed” and had to be rushed to the Infirmary for a tracheotomy,






