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--REVI EW---------By May Goldberg----------

The audience is ushered into a play
house devoid of props, artificialities, and 
many times the actors themselves. 
Where can such an ~xperience - take 
place? In 3 Zones: ,1 play performed 
at the Charles Playhouse, Boston, Mass. 
From the nature of the set, one wou!d 
not expect a "normal" play to be pre
sented. And the expectations of a "nor
mal" play, whatever that entails, were 
certainly shattered during the course of 
the performance. 

A play with a beginning and an end, 
however abstract and ;>bscurc the two 
may be, is usually considered well con
structed in the eyes of the cr itic. Wil
ford Leach opens the play with a co
herent beginning, But as the course of 
action progresses, the underlying cohe
sive factors become jumbled in the 
ambiguous plots and subplots. The au
dience searches in vain for that some
thing which could potentially hold the 
play together. The first act was stimu
lating in its nature. Mr. Leach borrowed 
a few anecdotes from the Brothers 
Grimm, making the characters and ac-

• tion intriguing. Indeed, most of the 
characters in the play are exuberant 
and fascinating to the spectator. Un
fortunately, there is no substantial de
velopment to tie all these t acets together. 

The play anrl its story reminisce bas
ic learning trends. It :-ecounts the ad
ventures of a soldier, :,layed by David 

Dukes ... This soldier has deserted his 
fellow troops, and because of his stub
born will, cannot readily cope with the 
consequences of this net. Along the 
road to ?, he involuntarily joins his soul 
and body to a very demanding and con
niving devil, and later on to a very 
suspicious "holy" saint. . Both charac
ters are one in the same; both are 
portrayed by Clarence Felder. All of 
the soldier's experiences are didactic: 
he profits from his mistakes. By the 
time he meets the sinister widow in Act 
IT, (Alice Drummond) he has learned to 
forify himsPlf well against the elements 
in life that a rc out to deprive him of 
all happiness and goodness. (Is one not 
reminded of the Gr im fairy tales at 
this point?). 

A rather peculiar iappening takes 
place in Act III .. The soldier encounters 
one General Chestnut who seems to be 
a projection of the young soldier's be
ing, fifty or sixty years older. However, 
all of this remains ambiguous as Genera l 
Chestnut pours out philosophies which 
somehow do not pertain to any of the 
previous action. 

Amidst all of this confusion, the ac
tors have tried to make a nd perform a 
play, However the former is not the 
duty of the actor, It is the duty of t he 

They say . • • 

playwright. It is so disappointing to 
sit iri the theatre and watch a play 
which in the onset has such a great 
potential, and which in the final act 
falls apart. The actors have tried to 
sew the ends together, and make an ar
ticle of clothing fit to wear . . There ef
forts arc supreme .. Especially the mar
velous performance of the widow's 
daughter (June Gable). She stands out 
as a versatile actress o-1pable of pur ging 
the audiences' emotions. She is orgin
ally viewed as the escapee of her 
mother's knife, but the final act reveals 
Gloria ( the daughter's name) as a fickle 
and callous character. 

A chase scene in which Miss Gable, 
her mother (Alice Drummond), and the 
soldier take part culminates the adept
ness of these actors. A film by Brian 
Kaufman is incorporated into this scene 
to enhance the action taking place. For 
example, at one point in this perfectly 
timed sequence, the film projects a su
per imposition of the set onto the back 
wall of the actual set. What proceeds 
combines a vaudevillian chase with a 
turn of events. The 'lUdience sees the 
shutters of the wall open .. . but do t hey? 
Actually t he superimposition creates 
this effect. The shutters, in reality, do 
not open a t all!! This incredible scene 
truly exemplifies the kind of ingenuity 
t ha t could have made this play work. .. 
But the most important ingredient was 
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sacrificed the element which holds a play 
together. 

Of course, anyone could argue that 
there was some factor that imposed a 
cohesiveness throughout the play. How
ever, the general reaction could not 
help but debate that this factor was 
somehow lost in the transition from 
Act II to Act III. It is at this point 
that the play deteriorates, and becomes 
a meaningless phenomenon to the au
dience perceiving it. 

The disappointment is overwhelming.· 
if only Mr. Leach could have built a 
better foundation for the third act, the 
play could have been an experience in 
life itself (which, In fact, Mr. Leach 
in tended it to be). And this play could 
have fully utilized all the brilliant tech· 
niques so ardently displayed under the 
direction of Louis Criss. It cannot be 
denied that the actors and technicians 
attempted to join hands and to make 
sense out of the text before them. But 
the three zones, in their confusion and 
vagueness got the better of them ... And 
in the end : "Above all there was Grimm 
though, in which even the most bizarre 
is always real, a horse is a horse and 
the Devil t he Devil, and all of it a meta· 
phor perhaps, but none of it (God help 
us) symbolic. Just a s tory." (Quoted 
from the Program Note, by Wilford 
Leach .) 
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