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Nat1oNAL COLUMN

BY MICAH MALENFANT '12
COPY EDITOR
t the beginning of March
last semester, 1 filled
out an NCAA Bas-
Ketball Championship bracket
o0 yahoosports.com. On my

¢ and only bracket | had the

Bulter Bulldogs beating West
Virginia in  the championship
game, mostly because of my

Man-crush on Gordon Hayward,

By some unexplainable mir-
acle, my imprudent bracket was
fanked in the 90th percentile
Mostly because | had ranked the
Blllldny: so high. Even though
Butler inevitably lost to Duke in
the championship finals, | think
this serves as proof that 1 have a
Knack for sniffing out underdogs.

Of course, 1 could spend the
fest of this article telling you
Who the best teams in the coun-
ity are, but you could effortlessly
look that up on ESPN or SL.com.
Instead, I'1l give you a list of un-
derrated underdogs who may turn
Into the Butler Bulldogs of 2011.

Ul actually start with a team
that is also in the Horizon League
With Butler: the University of De-
troit-Mercy. Although Ray Mc-
Callum Jr. could have easily gone
10 a bigger name school, he de-
Cided to stay at home and play for

his father’s Titans. With the help
of 6°10” junior Eli Holman and

junior Chase Simon, the McCal-

lum family may take the Titans
far into the NCAA tournament.

However, making the tour-
nament may prove to be quite a
challenge for UDM in the Hori-
zon League. Butler will still be a
formidable team under the leader-
ship of coach Brad Stevens. Al-
though the Bulldogs lost Gordon
Hayward in the NBA drafi, they
still have guard Shelvin Mack,
who also had amemorable March.

The reason UDM might have a
difficult time making it in this sca-
son is because mid-majors ofien
have trouble getting more than just
the one automatic qualifier into the
tournament, Thus, the Titans will
need to post an impressive record
if they want to guarantee them-
selves a bid in the tournament,

Another team which | think has
gone under the radar is Mississip-
pi State. In all major preseason
polls, Mississippi State remained
unranked. Due to an NCAA sus-
pension, sophomore Renardo Sid-
ney will miss the first nine games,
which are all out of conference
games against relatively weak op-
ponents. Sidney reminds me of a
young Chris Webber with some
extra baggage. Once conference
play starts up, Sidney should be in
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Renardo Sidney may establish himself as one of the best big men in all of
college basketball after serving his nine game suspension

top form. Seniors Ravern John-
son and Kodi Augustus will help
lead the team in the difficult SEC.

Finally, a team which 1 have
hardly seen mentioned in any
ranking is Colorado. I'm cer-
tainly not trving to say they will
make it very. far in the tourna-
ment, but | do think they are a
team to watch this season. Shoot-
ing guard Alec Burks went over-
looked by recruiters on the pow-
erhouse teams and will be looking
to prove his worth in his second
season. Last year he averaged
a little over 17 points a game.
Along with senior Corey Higgins,
Burks seems equipped to tum
some heads later on this season.

Unfortunately for Colorado,
the team remains in one of the
most difficult divisions in the
Jeague: the Big 12, Thus, the Buf-
faloes will need to do well in the
regular season as they most likely
will fall in the conference tourna-
ment to one of the tough teams
in the Big 12 such as Kansas,
Kansas St., Missouri, or Baylor.

Last year we saw a num-
ber one seed take home another
championship trophy. We also
saw the emergence of an unlike-
ly underdog who make it all the
way to the championship game,
only to miss the last shot from
half court and ultimately lose the

NCAA Basketball 2010-2011 could be year of the underdog
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Sophomore Alec Burks will be counted on if the Colorado Buffaloes

are to make deep tournament run.

game by two points. However,
heading into this uncharted de-
cade, we may see more under-
dogs put up tough fights against
the division one powerhouses.

TAKE YOUR
NEXT BIG STEP
TO LONG TERM

SUCCESS

The Bryant MBA One-Year program is specifically
designed for those with little or no professional experience,
Graduates in all areas - arts, sciences, business, engineering and

healthcare = will benefit from earning a Master of Business

Administration (MBA) early on.

By enrolling in the Bryant One-Year MBA

program vou will:

* Gain valuable professional experience through

the Business Practicum.

* Distinguish yourself in a competitive job market.

* Build the strategic business skills and practical
know-how necessary for success in any field.

CALL: (401) 232-6230

To LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
Bryant MBA One-year Program:

VisiT: www.bryant.edu/MBAone

E-mAIL: gradprog@bryant.edu

GRADUATE ScHOOL OF Business
1150 Douglas Pike

Smuthfield. Rhode Island
www.bryant.edu

Watch out for teams like De-
triot, Mississippt St., and Colo-
rado as they may prove to be
headaches for some of the high-
est ranked teams in the nation.
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CALENDAR

What's Happening

Upcoming events on and off campus

Boston Bruins vs.
Thu rsd QY Fiorida Panthers
@ TD Garden, Bos-

11/18 ton, MA, 7:00 p.m.

Promoting Sustain-
ability or Rewarding
Consumption? Engage
in an open conversation
on the Greener Wheaton
competitions. @ Lyons
Den Coffeehouse, 7:00
to 9:00 p.m.

SEA Social. Join us for the SEA Board’s bi-
weekly meeting and a social There will be a
$75 tab. @ Lyons Den, 7:00 p.m.

: Kate Nash. @ Paradise

Rock Club, Boston, MA,

8:00 p.m.

The Importance of Be-

gl ing Earnest. @ Weber
. Theatre Watson Fine Arts,

Presents: Comedian
Adam Mamawala, @ the Loft, 10:30
p.m. to 12:00 a.m.

Saturday

11/20
Biue Man Group. @
Charles Playhouse,
Boston, MA, 7:00 p.m
The Blend’s Fruit 3
Jam. Join the Blend for an evening of
sweet a cappella tunes and big laughs. @
- Cole Chapel, 8:00 p.m.

The Importance of Being Earnest. @ We-.

ber Theatre, Watson Fine Arts, 8:00 p.m.
Bacchus Movie: Inception. @ Hindle
Auditorium, Science Center, 9:00 p.m.
Hood of House: Black Light all Night.
Sponsored by Programming Council @ Bal-
four Atrium, 11:00 p.m.

| o ShishiCon: Whea-

Fr i day ton College’s Anime

Convention. Join

11719 Anime Club for Whea-

ton’s first anime convention! @ Balfour-
Hood, 1:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Observatory Open Night. See Mercury
just after sunset near Mars. @ the Observa-
tory, 5:30 p.m. v

Women’s Basketball Tip Off Tourna-
menf. Come cheer on the team while

supporting Girl Up, a U.N. campaign serving adolescent girls
worldwide. @ Haas Athletic Center, Emerson Gym, 6:00 p.m.
Boston Celtics vs. Oklahoma City Thunder. @ TD Garden,

Boston, MA, 7:00 p.m.,
Game N;g,ht

JR—

Center, 9:00 p.m.

11:00 p.m.

Come challenge your friends to a game of Scrabble, Monopoly or Apples
b to Apples! Lyons Den Coffeehouse, 9:00 p.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Boyz Il Men. @ Showcase Live, Foxboro, MA, 8:00 p.m.

Bacchus Movie: Inception. @ Hindle Auditorium, Science

Techno Dance! Sponsored by Anime Club. @ Balfour-Hood,

GET YOUR EVENTS
PUT ON THE CALENDAR!

Emﬂil u :
with the date, time, and loca:
tion along with any additiona
information at least two week

in advance.

--------------------

+ Movie Openings (11/19)

Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows
(PG-13)

Showcase Cinemas
640 S. Washington Street
N. Attleboro, MA 02760 °

(508) 643-3900

Sunday
Reel Big Fish/ Aquabats.

@ House of Blues, Boston,
6:00 p.m.

Monday
11/21 11/22

faculty from the department.

Math and Computer Sci-]
ence Tea Party. Join us
for casual conversation and
snacks with students and

All are welcome! @ Science
Center, outside A102, 3:00
p.m.

Blues Night. @ Wally’s |
Cafe Jazz Club, Boston MA, |

9:00 p.m. .

Tuesday
11/23

Student Senate Meet-
ing. Weekly meeting of the
Student Senate. Agendas
available in advance at link
below. @ SGA Offices, 7:00
p.m.

Wednesday

Thanksgiving Break. No
Classes.
Have a great Thanks-
giving!!




