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s Boston sports fans
move on alter the NFL
i season and prepare for

° approaching MLB season,
"5 the Celtics who are keep-
g them busy. With the All-Star
.Ii' %k done, the Boston Celtics
.i'tad the Eastern Conference by
1" game over the Miami Heat.
But with injuries and a few big
8, Celtics fans shouldn't get
Comfortable yet. This month,
‘0Ston has lost against Dallas,
: harlotte, and longtime rival Los
A"gcles. And with a busy sched-
e as the season closes, fans will
4Ve to stay on the edge of their
fats 1o see what will happen.
One of the issues that keeps
e team most up in the air is the
Plagye ofinjuries. Lastweek, none
" Boston’s starting five practiced
Wal drills in order to rest and
F:'“y others were injured. How-

€1, the situation seems to be on
€ upswing, as Coach Doc Rivers
as able to report good news at
SISt week’s open practice.  Paul
lerce gave fans a scare early last

B8Y GRAHAM TUCKER 11
SPORTS EDITOR

he Red Sox will win the AL
East this year. They should
have won it last year, but a
.be of injuries hampered a team

Yankees or Rays, and perhaps the
SESL team on paper in the Ameri-
“an League. Considering losing
Some of their biggest producers in
Josh Beckett and Jacoby Ellsbury
for most of the season, to name
4 couple, it really was amazing
What Terry Francona was able to
Put together en route to an 89-win
Season in a division considered
by most to be the best in baseball.

Hypothetically, even if the
Red Sox did not pick up Carl
Crawford and Adrian Gonzalez
this off-season and yielded the
Same team, only healthy, they
had in 2010, they would still be
the best team in baseball coming
Nto the new season. Featuring
the only rotation that rivals the
Phillies” formidable staff and is

that was actually better than the*

COURTESY OF WWW.HALFTIMEHYPE.BLOGSPOT.COM

Boston's ‘Big Three' have three consecutive victories over Miamis trio of James, Wade, and Bosh this season. The
Celtics hope to remain healthy until the two teams meet again in April.

week when he needed an MRI on
his foot, which turned out to be
fine. Pierce went on to score 31
points in their next game against
the Nets. He also participated in
the All-Star game over the week-
end. This should ease fans® wor-
ries a bit, as Pierce is always an
integral leader on the court and

by far the best in the American
League, the Red Sox boast three
pitchers in Beckett, Jon Les-
ter, and Clay Buchholz, that all
have ace-caliber ability. Throw
in workhorse Jon Lackey to the
mix and a hungry Jonathan Papel-
bon, and scoring runs against the

Red Sox will be at a premium. If

Daisuke Matsuzaka can reestab-
lish himself as a consistent back-
of-rotation starter, he will make
the rotation that much deeper.

The Red Sox suffered in 2010
without having the middle-of-the-
lineup run producer they used to
have in Manny Ramirez. Slotting
Gonzalez next to Kevin Youkilis
and the consistent Dustin Pedroia
will give the Red Sox a punch
and that game-changing threat
opposing pitchers will fear, With
a still dangerous David Oriz,
the Sox have three legitimate 30
home run players in the lineup.
The addition of Crawford will
add a dynamic dimension to a
now secular lineup that will give
opposing managers nightmares.

serves as team captain. Other
players such as guard Delonte
West and center Semih Erden are
on the road to recovery as well.

Another thing fans should re-
member is there are still many
healthy players for the C’s. In
their recent loss against the Lak-
ers (Feb. 10), Ray Allen broke

Red Sox, champions of the offseason, hun
After an aggressive offseason, Boston is eager to put their injury-plague

The AL East title is theirs to
lose. If everything goes right for
the Red Sox, meaning keeping all
the key contributors, for which
there are many, healthy for a full
season, the Red Sox will run-
away as the American League’s
elite. They have talent at every
position and feature some depth
should some of the older guys
need a day off here and there. The
improved bullpen with the ad-
ditions of Bobby Jenks and Dan
Wheeler will take some pressure
off Francano in closer games.

However, things can go wrong
for Boston as easily as they can go
right. Itwilltake time to see wheth-
er Ellsbury has overcome his in-
jury and Beckett never looked
comfortable last season. Ortiz had
a resurgence season in 2010, but
he will turn 36 years old this year,
right around the time most play-
ers start their decline, Papelbon
was largely enigmatic last season
and Boston’s title hopes relies on
him being that shut-down closer.

Boston fans should fear not.

the 3-point shooting record,
shattering Reggie Miller’s long-
standing record (Miller was
al the game, broadcasting and
embraced Allen afterwards).

Rajon Rondo and Kevin Gar-
nett have stayed healthv as well
and Kendrick Perkins has con-
tributed greatly without Shaq

Injuries? No problem. Celtics surge into first at halfway-point

at center. With Pierce’s injury
scare behind us, things are actu-
ally looking good...not to jinx it.

Although the schedule ahead
is busy, it is not particularly
hard. The Celtics will not face
the Lakers again during the
regular season. They have one
more game each against confer-
ence foes Miami and Chicago.

Hopefully, All-Star  week-
end was a nice break for every-
one—to have some fun and be

refreshed for the second half of

the season. After all, that's the
point of the weekend, right? It is
a time for injured or tired plavers
a chance to recuperate and have
their sights set on the playoffs.

For this half of the season,
let's not lose track of the C’s as
we begin watching the Red Sox.
It’s safe to say, 1 think, that they
will be a playoff contender (god
forbid something catastrophic
happens). As long as they stay

healthy. it looks as though we °

could see a rematch of last sum-
mer’s NBA finals, And hope-

fully with a better ending!

§ry for title
2010

behind them

COURTESY OF WWW.ZIMBIO.COM
The Red Sox hope their new left fielder Carl Crawford can add some pop and
speed to the lineup.

As we saw, Francona is a wiz at
bringing out the best in his team,
even with a slew of injuries. It
would be hard believe that Bos-
ton could have such bad luck in
back to back seasons. And surely,
finishing third in a proud Red Sox

clubhouse did not sit well amongst
the veterans. Boston will enter the
season with a sense of urgency and
if the rotation remains intact cou-
pled with a lineup that will score
lots of runs, the Sox are clearly
the American League favorites.
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Upcoming events o1 and off campus

TRYBE Gala 2011.
Th U rSda The student-run
02/24 dance ensemble. To
reserve tickets, call
the Trybe Ticket Line (508) 286-3365. @
Weber Theatre, Watson Fine Arts, 7:30 p.m.
Jane E. Ruby Hu-
manities Lecture:
Mae Jemison. Dr
Mae Jemison, former
NASA astronaut and
first African American
woman to travel in
space. Reception and
book signing to follow
@ Hindle, Science Cen-
ter, 7:30 p.m.

THE HEHOUBDKE

Come see the
Headlocks per-
form. | heard there’s
free pizza? @ The
Loft, Balfour-Hood,
10:30 p.m.

Saturday

02/26
TRYBE Gaja 2011. @
Weber Theatre, Wat-

son Fine Arts, 7:30 p.m.

Boston Philharmonic Orchestra. @ New
England Conservatory: Jordan Hall, Boston,
MA, 8:00 p.m.

BACCHUS Film: “Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows: Part 1.” @ Hindle Au-
ditorium, Science Center, 9:00 p.m.

Jam Night. Wheaton

students showcase their

musical talents during

a jam session followed

by a performance from

the soulful musician
and beatboxer, Jared

Mahone. @ the Atrium,

Balfour, 9:30 p.m.

3

GET YOUR EVENTS
PUT ON THE CALENDARE S

Fmail wire@wheatonma.edd |
with the date, time, and logds
tion along with any additionds
information at least two weeks |

in advance.

Happening

l"
...................

Movie Openings ( ‘l"5)

Drive Angry 3D (R) |
Hall Pass (R)

° Shabbat Dinner sponsored by Hillel.

Frlday Come enjoy catered Israeli food @ Emerson
' Faculty Dining, 7:00 p.m. .

P2(25 TRYBE Gafﬂg’ﬂﬂ @ WeberTheatre Wat-

son Fine Arts, 7:30 p.m. - :

Rain- a Tribute to the Beaties.
Broadway’s current smash hit, the
internationally-acclaimed Beatles con-
cert, RAIN - A Tribute To The Beatles,
makes its debut at the Citi Performing
Arts Center Wang Theatre @ Wan;,

Showcase Cinemas
640 5. Washington Street
N. Attleboro, MA 02760

(508) 643-3900

i
....................

:00 p.m.
oston’s Best

udent ID gets in for half pri.ce for all shows! @
|ck 5 Comedy Stop, Boston MA 8 30 p m.

Hmdle /\udltorlum, Science Center 9: 00 p.m.

Monday

02/28

Sunday
02/27

Blue Man

actice, New
Group. @

players welcome! @

Providence
Performing
Arts Center,
Providence,
RI, 1:00 p.m.

Clark Gym, 5:00 t0
6:30 p.m. R

Wednesday

03/02

5C6! ORED

Tuesday
03/01

“For Colored
Girls” Film

= . - VY
Otis Social Justice - Showing. Spon- GF| b Wi Haver
. LT bl
Award. Peggy Mcln- sored by Sociology il U
tosh on “Power and Club. Refreshments R B i

will be served,
discussion will
follow. @ Ellison
Lecture Hall, Wat-
son, 7:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m.

ext to Normal @ Providence Performmg

Privilege.” A world-
renowned lecturer,
Mcintosh consults
with higher educa-
tion institutions on
creating multicultural
and gender-fair curricula. @ Hindle Audi-

torium, Science Center, 7:30 p.m. Arts Cener, Providence, RI, 7:30 p.m.




