
HEATON IRE 
______________ Wednesday, February 27, 2013 

Volume XXVIV Issue 4 --------------

Jn wake of winter storms, clean-up crews restore normalcy 
BY JI LLIAN GABRIEL '15 
FOR THE WIRE 

injury, the college closed the campus all day that Friday and 
cancelled most classes and activities for the following Mon

day. 

W hile many Wheaton students relish the school 
holidays that result from winter storms or hur
ricanes, the Wheaton administration faces the 

difficult task of making the campus as safe a place as pos
sible for students and essential staff members during a storm 
and its immediate aftermath. Such clean-up operations tend 
to go unnoticed, but have a direct effect on the campus, its 
community, and its events. 

On Friday, Feb. 8, the blizzard called Nemo dumped over 
two feet of snow in the New England area, including the 
Wheaton campus. In an effort to avoid student and worker 

Brian Douglas, Vice President for Finance and Admin-
istration, spearheaded storm clean-up efforts, making sure 
the clean-up crews were well-stocked with snow removal 

essentials. 
"We (storm crews) are constantly watching weather re

ports this time of year, and in this case the report proved 
pretty accurate," Douglas recounted. "We began making 
sure all equipment associated with snow removal and tree 
damage was ready to operate, chainsaws were sharpened 
and snowblowers were ... fueled up and ready to go." 

Douglas was also the man responsible for keeping inven
tory of salt and sand stock
piles, both essential when it 
comes to ensuring campus 
safety on the often slick path
ways and building entrances 
during and after a snow or ice 
storm. 

"The crew mostly con -
sisted of Wheaton workers," 
Douglas said. "However, the 
college received some help 
from a local firm that do
nated huge front-end loaders 
that aided in the elimination 
of ... piles of snow from cam
pus walkways. Crews worked 
from Friday morning until 
sometime Monday, but over 
one thousand hours were 
logged during the storm:• 

Student safety remained the priority during clean-up, 
and so residence buildings and dining halls recei\'1:d the 
most attention. Area around academic buildings received 
little attention during the actual storm, which led to most of 
Monday's activities being cancelled. 

Douglas credits not only the Grounds crew, but also all 
the ~ther members of the essential staff - like the Dining 
Services workers - for restoring a sense of normality after 
the blizzard. 

"I am very proud of the team," said Douglas. "They 
worked their tails off, working over ixty hours with verv 
short breaks. The snow removal could not have been mor~ 
effective." 

. On the students' parts, there is one overwhelming reac
tion to the storm clean-up efforts: "Thank you, Wheaton!~ 

Obama urges fiscal action in State of the Union Address 
preventing only the Defense 
cuts, by making even bigger cuts 
to things like education and job 
training, Medicare and Social 
Security," he said, pausing be
fore continuing on: "That idea is 
e en , orse." 

market-based solution to cli
mate change ... But ifCongre s 
won't act soon to protect future 
generations, I will." 

Physical Plant offers 
new perspectives BY RORY SKEHAN '15 

FOR THE WIRE 

In hi State of the Union ad
dress on Feb. 12, President 
Barack Obama urged Con

gres to look past party lines to 
Push the nation further on the 
r~ad to recovery. Obama tarted 
his speech by invoking one of 
American politics' most iconic 
fi~ure : "Fifty-one years ago," 
said the Presidcnt, "John F. Ken
nedy declared to this Chamber 
that 'the constitution makes us 
not rival · for power, but partners 
for progress."' 

The President then began by 
reflecting on the progress of the 
11 1· a ion, but warned Congre:s 
that therc is still much more 
,vork to be done. "Together," 
began Obama, "we have cleared 
away the rubble of crisis, and 
We can say with rene,ved confi-

dcnce, that the state of our union 
is stronger." 

The President cited the return 
of soldiers, growing stock and 
housing markets and six million 
new jobs as recent steps forward 
in our nation's recovery from 
near economic collapse. Yet he 
quickly began to address unre-
olvcd issues, namely looming 

budget cuts. If Congress docs 
not agree on a fiscal deal by the 
first of March, automatic across
thc-board cuts will be made to, 
among other things, federal aid 
to states and defense spend
ing. Obama warned that these 
cuts would be "devastating" 
and would " ·low our recovery." 
There has been heated debate 
regardmg these budget cuts, but 
Obama took time to disagree 
with one specific ·olution that 
had been suggested. 

"Some in Congress proposed 

"Now is our best chance for 
bipartisan, comprehensive tax 
reform that encourages job cre
ation and helps bring down the 
deficit," the President said. "We 
can get this done," he added, 
a phrase that he would echo 
throughout the night. Obama 
went on to propose internal im
provements uch as raising the 
federal minimum wngc, and in
creasing access to education for 
all Americnns, from preschool
ers to college students. Obama 
also took some lime to reiterate 
his stance on climate change, 
saying pointedly. "l urge this 
Congress to pursue a bipartisan, 

Obama also took time to ad
dress the U.S.'s landing in the 
international realm, firmly tat
ing that "America must remain 
a beacon 10 all who seek free
dom in this period of historic 
change." He was al o firm on 
the issue of the war in Afghani
stan, announcing that over the 
next year, 34,000 soldier· will 
be returning home, with a full 
draw-down finishing by the end 
of next year. 

Nearing the end of his ad
dress, Obama turned his atten
tion to gun control - the most
debated issue across the nation 
since the shootmg at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 

CONT'D ON PAGE 5 

BY MONICA VENDITUOLI '13 
WEB EDITOR 
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After years of living under a rock, I'm pleased to 

announce that the Wire is now on the internet at 

V.'Ww.wheatonwlre.com. Hallelujah. 

1he website was designed with David Caldwell, a 

former employee at the Wheaton College Communi

cations Office, with sites like the Wheaton Quarterly 

in mind. Like the Quarterly, it features a nifty picture 

widget on the front that \.'.ill allow us to showcase stu

dent photography. 

One thing that Micah Malenfant '12 (last year's 

EiC) and I originally wanted to keep similar on our 

web-edition of the Wire was organization. As a result 

of that initiative, everything on the website is sorted 

u ing th same system as our print edition (news, fea-

tures, arts and lei ure, sports, commentary, columns). 

For our print readers, navigating the web page should 

be a breeze. 

Because our site is powered by Wordpress, the 

possibilites for expansion are almost end1ess. We will 
eventually link a Wire Twitter account to the website 

in order to keep the campus informed, and the Edito

rial Board has discussed linking student biogs to our 

page a well. If you are intere ted in linking your blog 

to the Wheaton Wire, email us at thewheatonwire@ 

gmail.com. 

I want to thank everyone who was involved in this 

project: Mr. Caldwell and M:.. Sandy Coleman at the 

Communications Office for giving us their time and 

dedication, Micah for kicking off this endeavor with 

me last year, and the entire Editorial Board for being 

so involved and enthusiastic throughout the entire 

process. 

I also want to thank our readers. The website exists 

because of you. The Wire tries to put out a good paper 

each and every week because of you. You deserv d 

an online outlet to read our material. I apologize for 

the wait, and I truly hope you find the end result to 

be rewarding. 

Al 

Interested in contributing to 
The Wheaton Wire? 

CRV s Wanted! 

Write or photograph for us 
The Wire is always looking for new con
tributors. If you're interested in reporting 
or photography, please come to our meet
ings on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the 
SGA room in Balfour or send an e-mail to 
thewheatonwire@gmail.com. 

to hear about it. Let us cover your event! 
E-mail thewheatonwire@grnail.com with 
your ideas. 

Gripe away 
Got something to say? Get it off your 
chest and have your voice be heard! Send 
a Letter to the Editor to thewheatonwire@ 
gmail.com. Letters longer than 500 words 
will be truncated. 

If you are a freshman, sophomore, or junior apply 
to be a Commencement Reunion Volunteer! 

AsaCRVyou: 

-Stay on campus a week after finals! 
-Assist with the execution of Commencement Re-

Got a tip? 
Have you seen or heard anything news
worthy at Wheaton recently? We want 
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THE WHEATON WIRE 
The Wheaton Wire is publi hed weekly during the academic year by the ~tudents of Wheaton College in 

Norton, M.A. a.nd i free to the community. lhe opinions expressed in these page do not necessarily reflect the 
offi ial opm1on of Wheaton College or ·1 he Wire staff. While The Wheaton Wire accepts and has the right to pub
Ii hall commentaries, we reserve the right to truncate and edit them. All inquiries may be directed to the Editor 

in Chief by e-mailing wire@wheatonma.edu. 

Senior Copy Editor 
Nadine Biss '13 

Features Editor 
, 'ata h:.i Piirainen '1•1 

\ · b Editor 
, fonica \'o::ndituoli '15 
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Alex Cilley '14 

ews Editor 
Alex Butcher e bitt '15 

Assistant News Editor 
Joanna Boura '14 

Photography Editor 
Tyler Vend~tti '15 

Copy Editors 

Managing Editor 
Siri Schoonderbeek '13 

Arts & Leisure Editor 
Alex Natale '16 

Sports Editor 
Matthew Bond 'l-1 

Poly Bickford-Duane '15, Brian Jencun- s '14, Trudi Schultz '14, Amara Sardelli '15 

Business Manager 
Alex Dyck '14 

Senior Staff 
Adam Askew '14, Michael Cummings '14, Matthew Guruge '14 

union Weekend! 
-Greet and network with alums! 
-See the Class of 2013 graduate! 

-Drive golf carts! 

Applications are available in Mary Lyon Room 104 
or online. 

Deadline: April I st by 4pm 

Questions? Contact one of us: 
gibson_jennifer@wheatoncollege.edu 

campbell_joseph@wheatoncollege.edu 
rogers_montana@wheatoncollege.edu 

Corrections: 

-As posted on www.wheatonwire.com, Hanna Juergens '13, the crea
tor of a petition last year, is in no way affiliated with the "Wheaton 
College Student Advocates:' The Wire apologizes for the confusion. 

-In Issue Three, a day of plays was cut off from the New Plays Festival 
schedule on Page 7. The Wire will post an updated schedule online. 

Got errors? Hopefully, we do not. If you find a misspelled name, mislabeled class 
year, or incorrect title, please email us at thewheatonwire@gmail.com. Thank you! 
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Guruge '14 sounds off on the 
McGraw-Hi I fraud scandal 
BY MATTHEW GU RUGE '14 
SENIOR STAFF 

A fter four years of sorting through the 
financial wreckage left behind from the 

. housing bubble, the Department of Jus
tic_e has decided to bring a five billion dollar civil 
suit against McGraw-Hill because their rating 
department, Standard and Poor (S&P), allegedly 
~efrauded investors by giving nearly perfect rat
ings to subprime mortgage bundles destined to 
default. 

In April of 2007, one S&P analyst subtly ex
pressed just how seriously S&P took their rating 
responsibly by writing in an instant message "we 
rate every deal. .. it could be structured by cows 
and we would rate it." 

The next month an executive made the point 
even clearer in a PowerPoint slide explaining 
that "we look at our raw data and come up with 
a statistical best fit. When this does not meet our 
business needs, we have to change our parame
ters ex-post to accommodate:• These two quotes 
cut to one of the most fundamental issues of the 
s~it: ratings companies are paid by the compa
nies who produce the CDOs (collateralized debt 
obligation) they are rating, truly one of the best 
examples of a conflict of interest. 

So, S&P competes for business against two 
0 ~her major ratings companies, Moody's and 
Filch, who are just as willing to adjust param
et~rs until the final ratings are favorable for their 
clients. Both Moody's and Filch seemed to es
cape prosecution, though, by merely not being 
as obvious about it. 

In the suit the two major victims mentioned 
~e Citigroup and Bank of America, who expe
rienced billions in losses because of overrated 
CDOs. Who underwrote those CDOs? Citi
group and Bank of America. 

That's right: One division of Citigroup can 
underwrite a subprime mortgage bundle, get it 
rated by S&P, sell it to another division of Citi
group, lose money and then blame S&P for de
frauding them on their own merchandise. It's 
hard to decide what is more unnerving in this 
situation. Is it S&P's disregard for factuality or 
Citigroup's and Bank of America's ignorance 
about their own products? 

Still, there are other victims mentioned in 
the suit, like M&T Bank Corp., who did not un
derwrite the CDOs and invested potentially be
cause S&P suggested it was a good idea. But this 
"suggestion" frames the crux of S&P's defense. 
The company claims that because the ratings 
are their published opinions they fall under the 
same category as published editorials. In other 
words, S&P believes their stupidity is protected 

by the first amendment. 
To circumvent this defense, the Depart-

ment of Justice will have to prove three separate 
points: (1) S&P understood that their ratings 
were incorrect, (2) that those high ratings were 
caused by consumer pressure and (3) that they 
insisted their ratings were objective and fair. 

McGraw-Hill probably cannot afford a five 
billion dollar loss (they only profit about 1 bil
lion each year) which mean that losing this 
suit could bankrupt the company. But it's hard 
to garner up sympathy for a company that was 
willing to give perfect ratings to subprime mort
gage bundles that even a cow could have seen 
were going to fail but then was willing to down
grade the United States of America's long term 
credit rating in 2011 even though the country 
has the power to print the money it owes. 

In the end, the question does not seem to be 
whether or not S&P defrauded investors pur
posefully but whether or not it was illegal to do 

so. 

Overheard at Wheaton: 

"I dreamed that I made out with Satan and Sa
tan was Al Pacino." 

"She pushed her face into the vontlt." 

''All friendships are different, some just 
volve more butt play than others." 

• 1n-

"I never thought my forehead could feel so vio
lated." 

"Act your age, not your Loft ticket." 

PEACOCK POND DAYS #4 
BY NATASHA PIIRAINEN '14 & 
ALEX DYCK '14 
FEATURES EDITOR 
& BUSINESS MANAGER 

Two factions formed in the pond; the issue that split them was one that has 

b en long unsolved, existing even before the ducks had transcended into their 

Utopian community and fixed all global duck issues in order to create world 

peace among the aviators. The issue has caused fist fights between the humans, 

bear brawls in the wilderness, tiger tumbles in the jungle, shark shake-ups in the 

ocean, raven riots in the sky, and now duck divi ions in the pond. No amount 

of alliterative literary devices can stress just how debated such an issue actuallv 

is: paper or plastic. · 

Half of the ducks adamantly chose paper. In their group they shouted towards 

the plastic-lov rs, "It is safer for the environment! And you can make book cov

ers out of it. Or hand-puppets with the smaller ones. Paper bags or bust!" 

The other half of the ducks shout back, "Plastic bags can be recycled, too! 

And they have better handles. ot to mention you can use them to line your 

trashcans to make it easier to throw stuff away!" 

"But then how are you recycling them?" yells the other ducks. 

"Well how can you make a hand-puppet if you have no hands?" is the r _ 

sponse. 

The arguing appears like it will never end. Cowduck sits upon her rocky 

throne and finds hers If worrying about what such a split in the ducks might 

mean for the pond. She has already heard talk of. ome of the birds seceding from 

Peacock Pond and claiming the ice rink as their own temporary capital until 

they find a new more permanent residency. It scares her to think she could Jose 

half of her comrades all because they cannot agree between using plastic bags or 

paper bags when at the supermarket. 

She decides to hold a meeting, allowing the two leaders of each faction to 

debate with one another publically in order to come to some type of public com

promise, but instead of working together the two parties become further and 

further separated from one another, 

. "What am I supposed to do?" Cowduck calls out to her arguing group of 

buds. 
"Choose a side!" 

"Yeah, pick your loyalty!" 

"What about those doth bags? Why don't they have a voice ... " 

"Shhh, no green bags. Majority rule!• 

"Act for you constituents!" 

"'No ... Do what you think is best for them!" 

"Paper or plastic? Paper or plastic?" 

The shouting becomes too overwhelming and for once Cowduck is not sure 

how to solve the issue happening on the pond. Finally, she has had enough. 

"Quiet!" she yells, ready for a monologue, "You are all acting like humans! 

Remember, we are all united because we are all birds of a feather. Paper, plastic, 

what does it matter? At the end of the day, we all have the same beak and the 

same webbed feet. We are all ducks. So let's not allow these differences of opin

ion _to cloud our judgments and create such hostility in our peaceful community. 

Besides, we are more of a communistic society, so let's start acting like one. Also, 

for that matter, we are ducks! We don't depend on supermarkets for food nor do 

we have any need for artificial products such as plastic or those silly man-made 

paper bags. We are ducks, we are one!" 

~a~ng let Cowduck's words really sink in, the ducks begin to cheer and hug. 

She 1s n~t, after all. ~o matter how tongue in beak the argument was, splitting 

up an entire community because of a silly difference in preference over paper or 

plastic is never a good idea. They all agree to settle their differences and never Jet 

grocery bags fracture the Pond again. 

"Do you th~nk this ~eeks Peacock Pond Days is alluding to the dichotomy 

between Amencan political parties and trying to parody the extremities of our 

so-called democracy?" 

"No. It's about ducks. Stop being pretentious:• 
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Oxfam Hunger Banquet raises hunger and poverty awareness 
BY KEVIN MORTON '14 
FOR THEW/RE 

On Feb. 13, the Office of Service, Spiri
tuality and Social Responsibility (SSSR) 
held the OxFam Hunger Banquet, an event 
intending to raise awareness on hunger and 
suggesting what Wheaton students can 
do to help combat it. 

As students entered the event, they 
were placed via lottery into either a low, 
middle or upper income slot and were 
asked to sit at their designated side of 
the room. To show the difference be
tween classes, low income participants 
sat on the floor while middle and upper 
class participants had the luxury of sit
ting at table . 

Each participant was given a pro
file. I was assigned the role of Deng, a 
Vietnamese farmer who owed money 
to local moneylenders and thus was in 

come participates experienced a "drought" 
on their farms and had to move to the low
income section, the purpo e being to dem
onstrate just how unstable poverty can be. 

Afterwards, the entire group heard a pre
sentation on hunger and poverty's remaining 
prevalence. Dinner was served during the 
presentation, with high-income members 

FOOD. JUSTI 

receiving meals with salad, middle-income 
earners receiving pizza, and low-income 
participants - still seated on the floor -
enjoying rice and bean . 

All the materials were provided by Ox
Fam America, an organization dedicated to 
eradicating poverty, and SSSR urged those 
passionate about ending hunger to visit Ox-

E. LA E • 

FamAmerica.org for more information on 
how to make a difference in the fight against 
hunger and poverty. 

Maya Ambroise '13 ran this year's Ox
Fam event. "I know people want to help," 
she said. "There are so many opportunities 
locally to help, but people get overwhelmed. 
But ... as college students, we have a lot of 

power ... ," she added. 
Thanks to SSSR there are many lo-

cal opportunities for Wheaton students 
to get involved. Students can go to the 
SSSR office in the Chapel Basement, 
open weekdays from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., or contact the office at sssr@ 
wheatonma.edu to find out more in
formation. The office holds frequent 
events to combat local hunger, and 
works at the Attleboro Soup Kitchen 
once every month. Additionally, SSSR 
will be holding a Local Homelessness 
Awareness Panel in the Chapel Base
ment this Thursday at 7:30 p.m. the low-income section. After every

one was seated, certain lucky members 
from the low-income slot were allowed COURTESY OF OXFAMAMERICA.ORG 
to move up to the rniddle-income sec- The Oxfam GROW campaign aims to feed the world's population (9 billion people) by the year 2050. 
tion while certain unlucky middle-in-

The group is in search of more vol
unteers to help, and anyone can contact 
the office to sign up and help with any 
of this semester's upcoming events. 

Asian American Coalition celebrates Lunar N e-w Year 
BY KARISSA VINCENT '16 

FOR THE WIRE 

If you wandered through the Balfour
Hood Center on Feb. 15 at 7 p.m.you may 
have been hit by lettuce 
streaming from the mouth of 
a dragon. It is apparent that 
Wheaton's Asian merican 
Coalition (AAC) pulled out all 
the stops to celebrate the Lu
nar cw Year. 

Lunar Ne,, Year i a more 
encompa:sing name for what 
is more colloquially rcfcm:d 
to as "Chinese • cw Year" a 
misnomer, as the same cvenl is 
celebrated at the same time by 
other Asian cultures in Viet
nam, Korea and Japan, among 
other:. 

The Lunar . cw Year is con
sidered to be the biggest event 
of the ycar for Asian cultures, 
and is celebrated based on the 
lunar calendar instead of the 
Gregorian calendar used to 
mark our January I ew Year. 

The AAC s t up tables in 
the atrium with variou · ac
tivities, ranging from Origami 
making, to Lantern making to 
Chinese \\ riting to karaoke. 
At around 6:30 p.m., AAC put 
out an as ortment of Chi-

nese food. Choices ranged from: vegetable 
lo mein, General Gao' chicken, orange 
chicken, beef with broccoli, vegetable de
lights and chicken wings. There was also a 
selection of Cambodian food including fried 

shrimp rolls and banana rice. 
Though the event was free, it incorporat

ed a fundraising aspect, as well. There was 
a donation box for the club and the AAC 
old Cambodian banana rice as part of a 

fundraiser in which the proceed go towards 
buying math textbooks for school children 
in Cambodia. 

The Lunar New Year celebration al o 
incorporated a perfonnance of the Lion 

Dance. In Chinese tradition, 
the lion represents fortune and 
happiness, so the dance was 
performed to help bring luck 
and happiness to tho e in the 
audience. The Lion Dance is 
also meant lo eliminate nega
tive energy and replace it with 
po itive. 

The AAC has been im
proving their Lunar New Year 
celebration each year by add
ing more decoration, reserv
ing more space and producing 
more ad ertiscmcnts to bring 
people to the event. They have 
several other events on the 
docket for this semester. 

"It was the first time I'd ever 
seen a Lion Dance and the first 
time I'd ever been to an Asian 

cw Year event," said helby 
Forbes '16. "I had a lot of fun 
and ... am looking forward Lo 
the other events scheduled for 
this year." 

PHOTOS BY TYLER VENDETTI '15/ PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
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PHYSICAL PLANT, CONT'D FROM PAGE 1 

Thin red lines on a large, fading yellow 
map ·d . outs1 e Nadeau's illustrate denote the 
pipe's underground paths that carry heat to 
~ampus building . Only the smaller build
ings, such as those located on Howard 

P
Slreet, do not receive heal from the Boiler 

lant. 

Running the Boiler Plant is a 24-hour 
eodeavor, with the staff rotating the first, 
~COnd and third shifts weekly. For instance, 

usse]I Gendron a Fireman was lo bv 
~ork:ing the day ;hift with Nadeau. He, like 

adeau, has a passion for Harley Davidson 
rnotorcyc les and used to work in the Navy. 
G Wheaton students rarely see staff like 
b endron and Nadeau, yet arc affected daily 
Y their work. 

''M.ost college students don't have a clue 
What· It talces to run a college " said adeau 
Wh ' ' 0 has Worked at Wheaton for 12 years. 

~adeau began his career in the Navy as 
~tip engineer. After he returned to civilian 
1 

e, Nadeau became a Second Class Firc-
rnan Ap . Pl prentice, the lowest level of Power 

1 
ant Operator in Massachu etts. Eventual

~, he advanced to a Second Class Engineer, 
C~·l'llnk he holds today. In addition, to being 

l
ief Engineer, Nadeau runs the Mechani

ca Tr d (li . a es Group whjch includes HVAC 
Pl eating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning), 

ibing, and the Waste Water Plant. 
e . he college's healing system was mod
rnized in 1925. Prior to modernization of 

NEWS/OP-ED 
the Boiler Plant, Wheaton was powered by 
coal. The old coal room is now a metal fab
rication room, where many state licenses of 
the staff are posted. Boilers used to experi
ence frequent explosions before such licens

ing was required. 
The Grover Shoe Factory Disaster in 

Brockton, Mass., which killed 58 people in 
1905, was caused by such an explosion. This 
incident inspired Massachusetts in 1908 to 
become the first state in the United States to 
publish a set of boiler laws. To this day, the 
Massachusetts Board of Boiler Rules meets 
twice a year to go over these regulations. 

To the right of the old coal room is a 
room where the Boiler Plant completes 
chemical testing for water. "It's like testing 
your swimming pool," explained Nadeau. 

Similar chemical testing occurs at the 
Waste Water Plant. "I deserve better treat
ment," is written on a sticker outside of 
the Waste Water Plant office building, lo
cated on Fillmore Drive to the cast of Haas 
Athletic Center. Roger Boltrushek is the 
Plant Manager, and while he works under 
Nadeau's supervision, he is an employee of 
Woodard & Curran, a private company that 
helps Wheaton improve its waste water op-

erations. 
Outside of the office, next to a bright 

yellow bump sign is an even brighter yel
low fence surrounding a metal trapdoor. On 
the fence is sign warning of the danger in 
the "confined space" below. When the trap
doors are unlocked, the danger revealed is 

less the space itself than the putrid tench 
that the space emits. 

All of Wheaton's waste water comes 
into this underground area, where the waste 
water pumps arc located. The pumps pour 
Wheaton's waste water into two large green 
tanks located in the back of plant. The tanks, 
which can process up to one hundred and 
twenty thousand gallons of waste water, 
look like supersized above ground swim
ming pools. However, the dark brown water 
rushing within surely would stop any poten
tial swimmer from tabng a dive. 

Walkjng down from the tanks, Nadeau 
reveals the end product in a white cup con
taining clear water he gets from a sewer 
next to the tanks. "This is the water after. 
H's fish-swimmable," he said. 

The main problems the Waste Water Plant 
encounter come during the winter when the 
equipment freezes. Boltrushek combats this 
with a myriad of computer gadgets. He can, 
for instance, turn the pumps on and off sim
ply by using his smartphone. 

The Mars Center for Science and Tech
nology contains labyrinths of mechanical 
rooms locked to everyone except the staff 
of the Mechanical Trades Group. Mechani
cal Room 1100 is one of these rooms, filled 
with pipes and lighting and containing the 
acid waste tank. When science classes ex
periment with acidic materials, the tainted 
water must be treated differently than most 
waste water due to its chemical content. 

In order to reach the roof where most of 
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the air handlers are located, one mu t pa s 
through Mechanical Room 4100. Within it 
is an air compre sor for lab experiments and 
another room, Mechanical Room 41 00A, 
where the air conditioners are located. 

Mechanical Room 4 lO0A ends at the 
roof where the other air handlers sit ob
scured from iew by a wall at the top of the 
Science Center. "That's just a wall to make 
it look pretty ... so when you go by you say 
'oh look at that building,"' said Nadeau. 
"Well, the top part of the building is just a 
fa~ade," he added. 

On the other side of the roof is a lim
ited access viewing deck. Compared to the 
piercing machinery within the mechanical 
rooms, the deck is serenely quiet. On the 
left lie seven telescopes, and the greenhous 
is to the far right of the deck. In between 
are Beard Hall, Haas Athletic Center, and 
the Waste Water Plant. Other resid nee halls 
rest in the distance. 

"It gi e you a different perspective of 
the school," aid adeau on the peaceful 
spot perched above Wheaton. Like the view, 
Nadeau offers a rare per pective of \Vhea
ton. While tudent usually only frequent 
the Physical Plant in order to recover lo t 
keys, the Mechanical Trade Group within 
it is an essential, yet often invisible, part of 
the Wheaton community. 

In speech, Obama 
urges action 

Snapchat: Another blow for face-to-face communication? 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

ewtown, Conn. With added emotion in hi 
oi e, Ob,una pleaded with Congre. s to vote on 

ru urc such as background chccks and la\\• on 
the re elling of gmis to aimmals. 

'In the two months since Newtown", ·aid 
Obama, "more than a thousand birthdays, gradua
tions and nnivcrsanes have been :.tolcn from our 
li by a bulh:t from a g1u1." C11ing fonncr Con

woman ( i.tbriellc Giffotds ,md the f.unihcs ,,f 
own ,u1d Aurora, Ob,una. ,1id that. \\ hcthcr it 

a Y s or a no, "They desen c a vote.'' 
Obam.1 concludcd Ins speech by reminding 

<'.ongrcss that th y need •d to "folio\\ the examples 
of American who l,,ok oul for e.ich other c\-Cl)'

day Without fanfare." Ile tum1:d the aud1e11ce·~ at
tention to ,;ari ms guc ·ts in the audienc ', :sud1 ns 
Menchu Sanchez. a nur e who a\ ·d th' hve. of 
t ent) ne~ horn cluldren during H11IT1~11e Sandy: 
he praised Dcsilinl' Victor. a !02 year old woman 
'\\tho tood in line tc, \Ot for ix hours; and he 
thanked Brian Murphy. the first responder to the 
hooting at a Sikh temple m W1 con in 111 August. 
Ul'phy was shot tw h:e rim nd. hen kcd 

\\'hy he prot ctcd th Americans orsbipping in
dc, e plained. "Thai' JU t th way ·re mad •" 
Obama tied these stori togerhcr, attemptin ' to 

IJQi t often diV1ded parti . A Am ncan ," 
8aid the President, "We all share th me proud 
litl We are citizens." 

BY DARYL OLSON '15 
FOR THE WIRE 

I
n a world that is ever more tech
nology based, it is oflittle surprise 
just how quickly the Snapchat fad 

has taken off. A handy app for smart
phones, Snapchat allows users to re
cord both still shot and videos that 
can be sent to friends and viewed for 
only a sender-specified period of time 
(often a few seconds). Funny faces, 
beautiful scenery, loving messages, 
and more may all be revealed when 
the friendly little ghost icon appears 
to notify you that you have received a 
Snapchat message from a friend. And 
then, poof, just as instantly as it ar
rived, the image is gone. 

But just how groundbreaking is 
Snapchat in advancing our commu
nication abilities? I myself have fallen 
prey to the Snapchat phenomenon 
and the amusement that it provides. 
And I, like o many others, enjoy 
both sending and receiving messages 
to friends both near and far away. It 
is always a pleasant surprise , hen I 
unlock my phone to be greeted by the 
Snapchat ghost and moments later by 
the familiar face of a friend I miss; to 
be kept up to date with the lives of oth
ers via the images that they are seeing. 

I once overheard an explanation 

for why Snapchat is so loved: "It can 
make even the most beautiful people 
look ugly, if only for a second:' While 
the entiment is amusing, I believe 
that technology such as Snapchat is 
too often relied upon as a source of 
entertainment. lt is fine to use Snap
chat when separated from the people 
with whom you wish to communi
cate, but once Snapchat becomes a 
tool for communication in a social 
setting, it is no longer appropriate. 
Of course, this problem is not limited 
to Snapchat alone. 
Cell phones, facc-
book, Twitter and 
texting all take away 
from the intimacy 
of face -to -face com
munication during 
interper onal in
teraction . When a 
conversation part
ner is paying more 
attention to their cell 
phone than to what 
you have to say, it 
can be both frustrat 
ing and demeaning. 
Although Snapchat 
can be enjoyable, it 
i simply an additive 
to this trend; an
other step away from 

positive communication skills. 
What has happened to the days of 

lengthy phone calls, meaningful con
versations and personalized letters? 
Why is it that we wouJd rather send 
a text than listen to an active and re
sponsive oice at the other end of the 
line? It is important that we regain a 

sense of presence in our communica
tion tyles, that we avoid becoming 
the translucent ghost that napLhat 
encourages us to be. 

COURTESYOFSNAPCHA~COM 

\ 
\ 
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SEXANDTHE 
DIMPLE 

W ile all birth control pre
ents, to varying degrees, 

pregnancy, they do not all 
prot ct against sexually transmitted 
infections. The most common non
hormonal method of birth control is 
the male condom. Male condom· are 
usually mad out of latex and prevent 
against both pregnancy and STis. 
Slightly more expensive and signifi
cantly less convenient is the female 
condom. When used correctly, it is 
95% effective at preventing pregnan
cy, but if used incorrectly, effective
ness drops to 79%. The female condom 
also reduces the risk of Tls, but docs 
not prevent them. Lambskin male con
doms aL o do not protect against STis. 

Hormonal birth control uses ei
ther progestin or both estrogen and 
progestin in order to suppress ovula
tion. Progestin is a synthetic form of 
the hormone progesterone. Because 
there is nothing preventing semen 
from entering the vagina or even geni
tal contact, hormonal contraceptives 
do not protect against STls. The most 
commonly used form of hormonal 
birth control i the pill, which must be 
tak n at the same time every day to 
be effective. An alternative to the pill 
is Ortbo Evra, a patch. It costs about 
the same as the pill and only ne ds 
to be changed once a week for three 
weeks in a row. The patch does not 
prevent menstruation and can only be 
placed in four areas on the body: the 
upper outer arm, the top of the shoul
der, or above the hips/butt on the right 
or left side. Depo-Provem is a birth 
control shot Hormone shots, also 
61Jed with progestin, protect against 
pregnancy for 12 weeks. They vary 
in cost from $35 to $100 depend
ing on place of injection, and can 
only be obtained at a doctor's office. 

ParaGard and Minera are the only 
two intrauterine devices, or IUDs, 
available in the US. They are T-shaped 
devices that must be inserted by a 
gynecologist into the uterus to pre
vent sperm from joining with an egg. 
They cause cervical mucus to thicken 
in consistency, thus altering sperm 
migration. IUDs are initially expen
sive, costing from $500 to $ 1000, 
but can last for 5-12 years. ParaGard 
is non-hormonal and contains cop
per, which has a spermicidal affect. 
It releases leukocyt and prostaglan
dins to alter the reproductive envi
ronment. Minera, on the other hand, 
like the piU, releases small amounts 
of progestin to prevent pregnancy. 

Consulting a doctor to help choose 
your birth control method is always a 
good idea, as each person will react 
diffi rently. You can also visit planned
parenthood.org and check out their 
section on birth control; it is informa
tive, realistic and easily-accessible! 

PROFESSOR PROFILE 

Professor Barker on paragliding and supernovas 
BY SYDNEY BECK '16 
WfRE STAFF 

H
aving had conversa
tions with Carl Sagan, 
studied with a future 

Nobel prize winner in college, 
and spent time researching at 
NASA, Professor Tim Barker's 
life and interests are just as excit
ing as the astronomy he studies. 

Barker started teaching at 
Wheaton in 1974 when the col
lege had only one mall tele
scope. Things have changed a 
lot since then, due in no mall 
way to Professor Barker. We now 
have 7 telescopes and a comput
er-controlled remote telescope in 
Australia. "We have this incred
ible new facility. I'm just thrilled 
about it. It's beyond my wildest 
dream ," Barker said. He de
scribes the Wheaton observatory 
as one the of the best college ob
servatories in the world. "I don't 
know of another one like it." 

Barker is also excited about 
the kinds of thing that he and 
students can do with the equip
ment. "We're doing two kinds 
of things here," be explained. 
The first is looking at the moon 
for changes that could indicate 
current volcanism. "The other 
thing we're working on is study-

ing asteroids. We used data 
from our telescope in Australia 
and collaborated with scientists 
around the world to measure the 
rotation period of an asteroid." 

Professor Barker's passion for 
astronomy started when he was 

young, he said, with "two things 
I saw through the telescope as a 
small child, about 9 years old. 
The first wa the moon. I wa just 
awestruck by that. It's just beau
tiful to look at. You can see the 
history of the solar system on its 
surface." The other was the Ring 
Nebula, or the ga surrounding a 
dying star, "a more gentle death 
than a supernova," the professor 

explained. Ring Nebulas became 
his thesis topic and he has pub
lished three works on the subject. 

According to Barker, the most 
interesting thing he has experi
enced in his career was in 1994. 
" At Wheaton we witnessed a 

TYLER VENDETTI '15 
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 

supernova (when a star blows 
up). We were the first college 
to do that. It actually got world
wide publicity. It just took off. 
The discovery itself wasn't that 
important. Just the fact that we 
were able to do it with such lim
ited equipment was impressive," 
he stated. The important thing 
about recording and observing 
supernovas is that they provide 

a snapshot for scientists to studY 
bow the universe as a whole is 
constantly expanding and, as we 
now know, speeding up in this 
expansion. However, for Profes· 
sor Barker one of the best part! 
of the supernova experience 
was working with the student · 

He also ha many surprising 
hobbies and goals, like build a 
complicated model of a Viking 
ship. Professor Barker also en· 
joys paragliding and wants to t~ 
try power-paragliding instead ol 
regular slope oaring. He said 
that he doesn't get scared, that "I 
always feel very supported," and 
even though the height is intillli· 
dating, "I just happily run off the 
cliff." He also likes to fly rernot· 
controlled gliders and helicopters, 

After 39 years at Wheaton
Profc sor Barker has decided 
to retire from full time teaching 
after this spring, but he will still 
teach one course per seme ter 
and do some volunteer teaching 
"Overall I just feel very fortU· 
nate for my career at Wheaton
very fortunate," he remarked 
And Wheaton has been vel) 
fortunate to have him; Barker ii 
dedicated to his students, pas· 
sionate about his field and oil 
all-around intriguing persori 

Chinese takeout: Jade City, Mandarin or Tsang's? 
BY AMANDA SURRETTE '14 
SENIOR STAFF 

M
ost Wheaton students 
can relate to feeling a 
strong yearning for a 

nice plate of General Tso's chick
en. Luckily, if Chinese cuisine is 
what you seek, you do not have 
to roam far to satisfy your crav
ing. In fact, the array of options 
for Chinese food in Norton can be 
overwhelming. Jade City, Tsang's 
Chinese Restaurant and Great 
Woods Mandarin are all right in 
town. In fact, both Jade City and 
Mandarin deliver. But how do 
you choose between the three? 

The closest place is Jade City, 
which is located next door on 
63 East Main St. near the Nor
ton Public Library. In addition, 
the price range of Jade's menu 
is low; lunch plates start at four 
dollars and combination plates, 
which come with two appetizers, 
start at around six or seven dol
lars. You can order a combination 
plate consisting solely of appe-

tizers, making the menu at Jade 
more versatile than at other res
taurants where single servings of 
such foods are often anchored to 
an entree. If money and distance 
are the factors that leave you feel
ing stranded at the dining halls, 
then Jade City may be worth a 
try; after all, an adventurous and 
ambitious Wheaton College stu
dent like you should seize every 
opportunity that comes your way 
even if you desire to save some 
cash! However, you should be 
aware that cheaper Chinese food 
usually runs the risk of only being 
worth what you paid for - seize 
this opportunity with caution. 

Tsang's restaurant is a bit far
ther from campus on 113 Man
sfield Ave., a short drive away. 
The price range is also a bit 
steeper. For example, an egg roll 
here costs $2.50, about a dollar 
more than it would at Jade City. 
I can honestly say that I do not 
remember my stomach feeling 
particularly queasy after eating 
here. On the other hand, I also 
do not really remember much 

about the experience at all save 
the price of my egg roll, which I 
found a tad expensive. The menu 
is also difficult to find online so 
overall the extra effort and ex
pense might not be worth it. 

The restaurant that is farthest 
away is Great Woods Mandarin 
on 175 Mansfield Ave, and like 
Tsang's, it costs some extra mon
ey. Lunch plates start at around six 
dollars; combination plates start 
at around nine dollars, and one of 
the two appetizers has to be rice. 
Despite the distance and price, 
Mandarin seems to have the best 
reputation with students. When 
asked about the local selection of 
Chinese takeout, Ashley Sullivan 
' 13 stated, "Mandarin is the best." 

Sam Hammond ' 15 men
tions that "Mandarin has a buf
fet, and that's always fun." 

Brent Landry ' 14 has been to 
all three restaurants and says, "I 
have to ay l have a preference 
for Mandarin. Tsang's was a little 
too pricey. I can see going back 
to Jade City with its convenient 
location, but Mandarin seems 

TYLER VENDETTI •1S 
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITO~, 

to have a slightly better value-
Mandarin may be worth tb' 

hype after all. I would sugge9 
splitting a combo plate with 1 

friend so you can try the foe' 
without spending too muc~ 
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Fest' val of Dance, Trybe Gala wow Wheato 
BY ADAM ASKEW '14 & ALEX CILLEY '14 
SENIOR STAFF & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

For the past two weeks, Wheaton has 

had the privilege of hosting two on
campus dance group performances: 

The F · al estav of Dance and the annual Trybe 
?ala. Featuring the latin dance group Para
ISO Lt· a mo, tap dance group Tap Out Loud 
and the multi-faceted dance ensemble 
Trybe, both events were impressive and 
memorable. 

Perhaps the most impressive aspect of the 
FeStiva] of Dance was its consistency. Tap 

?ut Loud and Paraiso Latino performed 
in a back and forth fashion throughout the 
entire event, and no lull in quality was pres

ent. Paraiso Latino brought flair and fun to 
the stage, tearing through more traditional 
Latin dances as well as providing a new 
tak e on contemporary performances such 
as the Pussycat Dolls' "Buttons" (right). The 
~roup was led on stage by the amazing abil
ity of Alison von Rohr '13, who seemed to 

be in complete control the entire evening 
an~. perhaps most importantly, brought an 
eVJdent passion to her performance. The 
regt of the group was able to match that 

L
Pas~ion consistently, which made Paraiso 
atin • os performance special. 
Tap Out Loud brought the unique style 

of tap dance to the Festival of Dance, with 

equally rewarding results. Tapping to 

~:cognizalble artists such as Christina Agu
iera, the group brought a modern edge to 

~ap dancing. The group started out strong, 

great shows do- -that the group was mak

ing a very difficult style of dance seem very 

easy. 
The Trybe Gala was certainly not a run

of-the-mill dance showcase, either. Per

forming a rigorous set for three straight 
evenings last weekend, Trybe did an excel
lent job of combining theatrics and sheer 
talented dance through their "School of 
Twerk" theme. With excellent flair and a 
feisty attitude, Trybe certainly entertained 
and worked the stage like no other dance 
group on campus, providing a unique ener
gy throughout the entire evening that was 

downright infectious. To top it off, Jordan 
Wolfe '15 and Daniel Dickerson '16 were 
fabulous hosts, filling the audience with 

laughter while giving Trybe their rightful 

place as the stars of the show. 
The Trybe Gala was definitely an incred

ible showcase for talent outside of Trybe 
as well. The Dance Company performed 
a chilling dance to The Used's "The Bird 
and the Worm''. In one of the most awe

inspiring moments of the evening. Taylor 
Wright-Sanson '13 performed a most dan
gerous and unique balancing act that was 
completely circus worthy, receiving gasps 
and, ultimately, a standing ovation. The 
combination of proficient dancing, stun
ning lights, and pumping music, made 

Trybe Gala was a complete success and an 
excellent way to spend an evening at Whea

ton College. 

stu e s 

Ut actually seemed to get better through
out the show, with a noticable Jocked-in 

:ality that was noticeable. Rhythmically, 
e group sounded tight throughout their 

enr b· tre performance, which, when com-
bined With fluid on-stage dance moves, 

Overall, both events seemed to highlight 

a major strength in the performance scene 

at Wheaton. With nearly no faults to be 
found, Tap Out Loud, Paraiso Latino and 

Trybe put on performances that were fun 
for the entire audience. Even non-fans of 
dance productions would be silly to skip 

their next events at Wheaton. 

PHOTOS BY POLLY BICKFORO·OUANE '15 

Wheaton dance groups Tap Out loud (above), Paraiso Latino (below) and Trybe excelled at 
their respective events. To see photos of the Trybe Galo, head to www.wheatonwire.com. 

rought to viewers' attentions what many 

POLLY BICl<FORD·DUANE '15/ COPY EDITOR 
Weekly Playlist: Movies Coming to Theaters 

Snitch 
_ Februaryll(rated.PG-13) 

In th· 1s emotional action film, ,l 

io~ng m n is imprisoned after 
MUlg set up in a drug deal. Jolm 
J ~tthews (played by Dwayne 
~- nson) goes undercover, dis
h· 1sed as a drug dealer, to rescue 

IS son. 

2land0ver 
Man:h I (rat«! R) 

In thi raunchy comedr, Jeff's 21st 
birthday turns into more than just 
a rite of passage when his friend 
surprise him with ai1 all-night cel
ebration. Even though his medical 
school interview is early the next 
morning, Jeff indulges in an unfor
gettable night of chaos, Hangover

style. 

Oz: The Great and Powmul Admission 
.1aro18(ratedPG) March22(rak"<lPG-13) 

Jam s Frnnco st:m as Oscar Diggs, Tina Fey and Paul Rudd star in 
a small-tim circus musician who this comedic film about a col
is tran ported from Kansas to the leg admissions worker who, on 
Land of Oz. In facing Oz's prob- a recruiting visit to an alternative 
lems, Oscar must discover the dif- high school, realizes that the son 
ference between good and evil, us- she gave up for adoption years 
ing his circus skills to lead as the ago may be a student ther . 
great and powerful Wizard of Oz. 

ThcH06t 
March 29 (rated PG- I. ) 

In this film adaptation of Ste1 ha
nie Me} er's ) oung adult book, 
parasitic alien soul ha, e been 
injected into human bodie and 
are taking 0\ er the planet. A soul 
named Wanda ends up forming a 
bond with her host and sets out to 
help save the human race from to
tal destruction. 

. \ 
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Scores 
and 

Schedules 

REcE REsULTS 

Men's Swlmminc & DMnl 
2/17 6th of 7 @ NEWMAC 
Champ onsh ps 

Women's Swlmmlna & DiYlnc 
2/17 6th of 10 @ NEWMAC 
Champ onsh ps 

UPCOMI GG ES 

Baseball 
3/2 @ St Joesph's (L.1.} llam 
3/3 @ Farm n d I State 10am 

Men's Lacrosse 
3/2 @ Un vers ty of New Eng
l nd4p 

Women's ucrosse 
3/2 @ Salve Regina lpm 

Men's Track & Field 
3/1 ECAC Champ onsh1p 
11am 

Women's Track & Field 
3/1 CAC Champion h p 
11am 

SynchronlJed Swlmml111 
3/2 @I East Col egiate Regional. 
ECAC Championsh'p 12pm 

3/3 @ Ea Col egiate Reg onal 
ECAC Champ onsh p 12pm 

N 110 SPO'RTS 

NBA 
3/1 Memph·s Gnuhes @ Ml· 
aml Heat Spm/ESPN 

3/1 0 I homa City Thunder @ 

ts lOpm/ESPN 

3/3 M1 m H at @ New York 
Kn cks lpm/ABC 

NHL 
2/28 0 a Sen tor Bo -
t n Bru ns 7pm/NESN 

3/3 Mont e Canad· ns 
ston Brun 7.30pm/NBCSN 

NATIONAL SPORTS 

Relent ess Ce tics go on without Rondo 
BY SCOTT ENMAN '15 on the team, did not take his team- pectations and everybody 
FOR THE WIRE mates injury well. doesn't expect anything of 

When the final whistle 
blew at the TD Garden 

on Jan. 27, all star for
ward Paul Pierce, the rest of the 
Boston Celtics organization, and 
fans across ew England were in 
sheer ecstasy. The Celtics had just 
upset the defending champion Mi
ami Heat 100-98 in a double over-
time thriller. 

Kevin Garnett and the other 
Celtic players smiled, joked, and 
hugged each other in delight. How
ever, head coach Doc Rivers did 

not smiJe. He did not laugh. He did 
not hug his players. Something was 
wrong. 

"lt was a big blow to everybody us, but we're going to keep 
in here, me included;' Garnett said. moving along like we're 
"Man, that hurt. It's tough. We had moving and trying to get 
a tough game, came in, and he told better." 
the whole team in the locker room. Since Rondo's injury, 
It's tough, tough o~n everybody:' guards Courtney Lee, Ja-

Before the injury, Rondo was son Terry and Avery Brad
averaging 13.7 points, 11.1 assists, ley have stepped up to fill 
and 5.6 rebounds in 38 games this the role of their two star 
season. guards. The Celtics have 

His injury was certain to exhaust also acquired Jordan Craw
any playoff hopes the team had. ford from the Washington 
How could the mediocre Celtics Wizards at the trade dead
possibly subsist without the NBA line. 
leader in assists and triple-doubles Crawford should un

and one of the best rebounding doubtedly help the injury
guards in the league? laden Celtics. He is averag-

But not only have the Celtics ing 13.1 points, 3.6 assists 
survived, they have flourished. That and 3.1 rebounds per game. 
includes impressive wins over the Nonetheless, the Celtics 
Heat, Clippers, and Lakers. sit at the seven seed in the 

COURTESY OF ESPN.C0'-4 

After the game, Rivers alerted 
his players that four-time all star 
Rajon Rondo had torn his ACL in 
his right knee and that he would 
miss the remainder of the season. 

"I knew before the game, but I 
didn't tell anyone. Obviously it was 

pretty emotional:' 

"We're not going to make ex- Ea tern Conference 
cuses, who's out there, who's not out standings with a 29-
there," Pierce said. "We've got a lot 26 record. Were the 
of talent in this room. The rest of playoffs to end today, 

The Celtics are ploying better than ever with 
Rojon Rondo sidelined for the season. 

Celtics star forward Kevin Gar-
the teams are going to take it how Boston would face the Indiana Pac
they're going to take it. We're fine ers in a favorable first round match 

nett, one of Rondo's closest friends with flying under the radar, no ex- up. 

Given the adversity this tcafll 
has overcome this season, anythitlJ 

seems possible. 

Play ball! Top ranked Lyons kick off season 
' strengths. Meanwhile, the desif ~ BY MATTHEW BOND '14 

SPORTS EDITOR 

in each of the last two 
seasons, and will look 
to keep the Lyon right 
around the 2.80 team 

ERA in 2012, which 
ranked tenth best in Di
vision Ill. 

From third to first, 
the infield is manned 
by Justin Peluso '15, 
Eric Jensen '13, Matt 
Lavanchy '16, and De 
la Cruz. Meanwhile, su

L
ast spring, the Lyons 

marched all the way to 
the CAA Division III 

College World Series game, and 
this year the team finds itself 
in a similar position across the 
landscape of the sport: the very 
top. Wheaton's baseball team i 
ranked first overall according to 
multiple preseason polls, mak
ing them early favorites to 

t NCAA h 
. COURTESY OF WHEATON COLLEGE ATHLETICS cap ure an c amp10n-

per utility man Justin 
Connor '13 can hold 
down both second h. th· Ace Frank Holbrook '13 aims to lead the Lyons rotation s 1p 1s season. 

Entering his 17th year as 
head coach, Eric Podbelski knows 
what it takes for the Lyons to 
achieve their goals as a team this 
season, but knows it's too early to 

crown anybody champions. 
"Pre-season chatter is all based 

on last year's team - this year's team 
hasn't proven anything yet and if we 
start to think we're where we need 
to be without having played a game 
yet, then we'll be setting ourselves 
up for a tough season. That said, 
our guys have shown zero indica
tion of looking backwards - they've 
been very focused each day in prac
tice thus far and due to that, we be
lieve.we're making progress:• 

The team is led by senior ace 
Frank Holbrook '13, who had an 

impressive 1.38 ERA in a team-high 
84.2 innings pitched. In 12 starts, 
Holbrook had a 10-0 record, which 
included two complete games: the 
first at Coast Guard last March and 
the second at home in April against 
WPI. He was named to the D3base-
ball.com Preseason All-American 
second team this past January. 

On offense, this could be a big 
year for first baseman Apolinar De 
la Cruz '15, who hit .376 with two 
home runs in his breakout fresh-
man season. De l.1 Cruz led the 
team in runs batted in with SO, and 
managed a great 16-23 strikeout to 
walk ratio, and swiped nine bases 
with his speed. 

Senior catcher Dan Gusovsky 
has managed the team pitching staff 

base and shortstop 
while bringing superb defense to 
the table. 

The Lyons will use Sean Ryan '13 
in left field and Kevin Foley '15 in 
right. Meanwhile there will be com
petition for a starting gig between 
Jimmy Smith '16 and Matt Knight 
'16, freshmen who hould at least 
be splitting some time at the po. i-
lion. 

Ryan has been one of the biggest 
bats for the Lyons for some lime, 
with a team-best .531 slugging per
centage last year, while also steal
ing 30 bases. He also led the team 
in runs scored, hits, triples, and 
home runs. Paul O' eill '13 also 
adds depth to the outfield, which 
should prove to be one of the team's 

nated hitter spot is expected to I'< 

handled by Tyler Contillo '15. As• -
freshman last year, Contillo hit Jr 
in just 19 games played. 

1he roster is rounded out ~' 
stud closer Ryan Grant '14. 11' 
lo ked down 14 saves last season 

while holding opposing hitters 1°' 
.200 batting average in his 26.2 in 

nings pitched. 
With a roster of veteran leader 

mixed with promising younger I~ 

ent, Coach Podbelski admires tli· 
depth and skills his team shows. 

"Just like with the team as · 
whole, we just want each player 1' 

• 1 
try their best to prepare and tfl 
prove and if they do that, take ~' 

shortcuts and get themselves nie0 

tally ready for the challenges t~; 
the season will bring, then thifl~ 
have a way of working out well''. 

The Lyons open their ho!'.' 
schedule with a game against 5111 

folk on March 19th. Th.ere is als11
· 

scheduled rematch between WhfJ 
ton and NCAA Division m cha111

• 

pions Marietta, who edged tr 
Lyons 7-2 for the title. TI1at gar· 
will take place in Port Charlot 
florida, where the Lyons play nll' 

of their early games before fin,1 

coming home. 


