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CO RE, Welcome Back Weekend greet the Wheaton community 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BAILEY MCWILLIAMS '14 

With musical guests like Dar/ingside, social events like the Rebel Without a Cause Dance, and plenty of free food, CORE and Welcome Back Weekend introduced new and returning 

students, including Zach D'Orsi '14 ond Betsy Balch '15, to the fall semester. 

BY JOANNA BOURAS '14 
MANAGING EDITOR 

W
elcome back, Wheaton! Students new and old 

arc back for t~e fall ~e.meste~, and the c,ampus 
is buzzing with activity. This year, members 

of the Wheaton community celebrated the end of the 
summer and the beginning of the school year with CORE 
events for the freshmen and Welcome Back Weekend for 

all class years. 
CORE is the Campus Orientation and Registration 

Experience for first -year students. The first half of CORE 
is in June, where incoming students register for advising 
sessions, sign up for classes, and attend work hops. Stu
dents also have the option to spend the night on campus. 
This provides an opportunity for the students, as well as 
their families, to meet their classmates, faculty, and staff 
of the college without feeling overwhelmed. 

"A big difference that I' e noticed since June CORE 
was added a few years ago is that the freshmen are a lot 
more adjusted once they get to Wheaton in August. Our 
job has been made a lot easier since the freshmen already 
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have a chance to stay on campus and discuss their sched
ules. It's great to sec how much of a difference it can make 
in casing their adjustment to Wheaton;• said senior pre
ceptor Shosh Kru. kal '14. 

During the second half of CORE in late August, stu
dents move into their residence halls and become official 
members of the Wheaton Community. 1his is a three
day event that helps students settle in with their new 
classmates. 

"My favorite part of CORE was the candle lighting 
around the pond. It was beautiful to see and was the first 
activity that brought my entire class together;• said Eloise 
Pcabblcs '17. 

Welcome Back Weekend included fun events open to 
the entire campus; a chance for new and returning stu
dents to meet each other. Events began 1hursday night 
with Live at the Loft featuring Skyler, a solo inger, pianist 
and guitarist. Every Thursday, Live at the Loft features a 
different band. 

The "Rebel Without a Cause" dance was held in the 
Haas Athletic Center Friday night, where students 
dressed in punk-rock attire similar to the film stars Tom-

my Ramone and Patti Smith. 
On Sunday, a Mijos Taco truck sat outside the Balfour

Hood Center, where tudents were offered a free after
noon snack courtesy of the Programing Council. With 
tacos in hand, students spread blankets, thn:w Frisbee , 
and started homework on the Dimple, enjoying the sun
ny <lay. 

Due to the rain on Monday afternoon, the Labor Day 
barbecue was held in Chase Dining Hall, where hamburg
ers and potato salad were served. Darlingside, a campu 
favorite, performed live music, and students gathered to 
listen and purchase CDs and T-shirts. On the second 
level of Balfour, students could use a photo booth and 
acquire free novelties such as coffee mugs. 

"My favorite part of the weekend was the feeling of 
being back within a community that not only accepts me 
but which I am proud to be a part of,' said Geoffrey Cook 
']6. 

Welcome Back Weekend concluded Friday night with 
a performance from the Mystic Jammers on Chapel Filed. 
1hc seven-piece band, along with some teel drums, per
formed reggae and Caribbean music. 

Quote of the Week: 
Commentary ...... . 2, 3 Visit our new website! "Age is an issue of mind over matter. 

Weather 
Wednesday: Sunny at 80°F 
Thursday: Stormy at 80°F 

Friday: Sunny at 70°F 

Feotures ................. 6 

Arts & Leisure ........ 7 
Sports ...... .. ............ 8 

If you don't mind, it doesn't matter." 
-Mark Twain 
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LEITER FROM THE EDITOR 

All, 

I've lived on Wht!aton's campus for the past three 

years of my life. Most seniors would say the same. 

My situation has been a little different, though, 

because when most people leave for home after 

finals week, I stay on campus. Each year, I watch 

the amount of people residing at Wheaton dwindle 

until the summer hits, leaving a very small number 

of Wh aton students in the process. 

Wheaton summer living is Wheaton without 

most of its community. Chase is closed, the Bal

four-Hood Center i vacant, and asid from a se

lect few summer students and research assistants, 

academics are pretty much nowhere to be found. 

Wheaton summers are devoid of large social gath

erings, completely missing courtyard chatter and 

the whizz of Frisbees flying across the Dimple. 

'Iherc's an almost eerie lack of sound that matches 

the uncomfortable stickincs of the 1 cw England 

summer, a feding of stagnation that never really 

shifts until friends and colleagues return to cam

pus. 

It sounds pretty terrible and, with a negative 
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frame of mind, it very well could be. Homesick

ness is a problem for the people who actually get 

to go home over the summer, let alone everyday 

residents like me who get to see their family a few 
times a year. Besides, it's not like I really chose to 

live at Wheaton during the summer. It was the only 

place I could afford to live (in that respect, I cannot 
reaUy thank Wheaton enough). 

So, what do you do? You learn to adapt. You 
learn to meet other people, to spend time with in

dividuals you might never even meet during the 

school year. You step out of your comfort zone be

fore your comfort zone forces you out. You have to. 

And I can say, without the slightest hesitation, that 

doing so has changed my life for th better. 

Over the past several summers, l have made of 

the most amazing friends and taken part in some 

of the most thought provoking conversations ofmy 

entire life. I've formed relationships that I know 

will outlast not only the summer, but all of my time 

at Wheaton. It hasn't been perfect, no. But my fel

low summer residents and l filled the silent spaces 

as best as we could with introductions and small 

dinners and discussions about our lives. All of us 

spent the summer relatively alone, but I think far 

fewer of us spent our summers lonely. TI1ere's cer

tainly something to be said for that. 

Summer at Wheaton has made me appreciate 

a few things about the place we caJl home. I have 

rediscovered the natural beauty of this campus 

that I first found as a visiting student. I have come 

to appreciate my own introversion as a potential 

strength and not a limitation, and how overcoming 

social an.·iety can become an unequivocally exhil

larating experience. I have realized how important 

the entire Wheaton community is in shaping the 

Wheaton experience, and how incredible we can 

make the place that we live. I have realized that my 

original theory about Wheaton is indeed correct: 

it's all about the wonderful people who live here. 
The rest will fall into place. 

So yes, I have learned to appreciate the hushed 

solitude of Wheaton summers. I also couhl not be 

more thrilled to have you all back, because this 

campu is just not the same without your presence. 
Remember that. 

Alex 

THE WHEATON WIRE Interested in contributing 
to The Wheaton Wire? 

The Wheaton Wire 1s publi hed weekly during the academic year by the students ofWheato~ CoUege in 
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Got a tip? 
Have you seen or heard any

thing newsworthy at Wheaton 
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it. Let us cover your event! E-mail 
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your ideas. 
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Honda '14: A letter from a senior 

BY LANIE HONDA '14 
SENIOR STAFF 

Dear Cla s of 2017, 

Welcome to Wheaton. I'm pretty sure you've 

heard that a lot in the past few weeks and by now 
you're tired of icebreakers, but let me say it one 
last time. Hopefully by now, you're moved in, 

your schedule is finalized and you know your 

way around campus. 

Let me start by saying that the next four years 

will go by more quickly than you think. I know, 
I know, everyone says that, but it's true. Looking 
back J don't know where time went. High school 

felt like four years; college seems like half that. 
Right now, they're telling me one year, one year, 

one year, like an echo in a cave. Bottom line is, 
enjoy your college years, becau e graduation will 

sneak up on you before you know it. 

As I enter my final semesters at Wheaton, I've 
been thinking about my time here and advice I 

would give my fre hman self if I could. I'm ure 
you've heard some of these things already from 

your siblings, friends and preceptors so I apolo
gize for the repetition. But if you've heard it more 

than once, then it mu t be good, right? 

1. Go out and try everything, even if it's silly, 

- or you only have a marginal interest. You might 

discover a new interest, or meet someone new. 
Don't let yourself get to being at my stage and 
realize there were a dozen things you wished you 
had tried out for or done (like Dance Company or 

Lymin' Lyons) but never bothered to. 

2.Keep an eye out on the flyers and Wheaton cal
endar. There are a surprising number of events 
and discussions that happen on campus through
out the week. Sometimes you just have to look 

for them. And if there isn't something happening, 

make your own fun. 

3. Be creative with the dining hall and experi

ment with the food option . Some idea : wrap 
your omelet in a tortilla for a breakfast burrito or 
use the pesto in Emerson for tir-fry. 

4. Study abroad. l know it's not po sible for eve
ryone, but if you have the opportunity, do it. It ' 
been one of the best experiences I've had, living 

a different culture and learning in a completely 

different environment. 

5. Take advantage of Career Services and start 

going there a early as po sible, if only to get a 

resume tarted. They have a helpful team in the 
Filene Center and arc a good resource for finding 

internships. 

6.Visit the Lyon's Den. This is the one spot on 

campu I omehow always forget about, which 

I don't understand, because they have delicious 
chocolate chip cookies and I'm always down for 

a good cookie. It 's a nice alternative to study

ing in the library and they have Open Mic nights 
throughout the scme ter. 

7. See TRYBE perform in the spring. Hands down 

my favorite event in the semester. The dancing is 

amazing and the emcees are hilarious too. 

I'm sure the advice would be different if you 
asked another senior, so l encourage you to talk 

to us or any of the upperclassmen. We're in your 

clubs, the dining halls, your etas es. In the mean
time, have fun, work hard and all that jazz. 

Best, 

Lanie Honda, Class of 2014 

PEACOCK POND DAYS #1 

H )lfOR"S NOTE: Pc,1«xk Po11d Days 1.1 u Fi,11 n column wrilt,·n l•> J,. o ,tudrnts M·h ,, »·11/ , rr-,Jc -.·crlJ,1 
cliaptrrs of a slory fo llowing th, mu advcnlur<; of Cowdurl. and l,,r Jello-.· r n•1J ma tes 

BY NATASHA PIIRAINEN '14 & 
ALEX DYCK '14 
SENIOR STAFF 
& BUSINESS MANAGER 

Hwaet! I have heard tell of the glory of the past protector of Peacock 
Pond and the courageou deeds of the noble bird responsible for 
building the beloved body of water, Pawa the peacock. He pro

tected the waters from enemies and brought much honor to the pond. Pawa 
ruled as fish-giver for a long time and was well-loved by his comrades. That 
was a good peacock. 

Pawa's confusing line of ancestry is too difficult to spell out in a short 
pas age, however it eventually leads to a large gray goose known as Bruce, 
just trust the author on this one. Bruce, too, lead the joyful pond with honor 
and fine se. Often the pond was filled \\,'Ith duck-warriors gathering at their 
bread-benches, feasting and laughing and playing joyful mu. i . But down 
below at the bottom of the pond buried beneath the joyful tunes was a crea
ture of the darkness. a kin of the wann-blooded amphibians, a water snake 
named Kane. The hell fiend listen d to the music filled with di dain and 
anger, and sought revenge on the joyful birds at the water's urface . 

Kane made his way to the ducks and gruesomely attacked, and upon the 
rise of the new day Bruce and company were left to moum the dead. Bruce 
couldn't help but think. "Wow. That escalated quickly." 

Despite Bruce's efforts, Kane kept reappearing night after night. taking 
more victims. Soon the story of Bruce's troubles spread to nearby water 
and a young duck gathered her best duck-warrior · to help their fi athcn:d
brethren. The duck. larger than nonnal and stronger than thirty ducks, tra, -
eled to Peacock Pond. "We have come to help rid you of)our \\ater snake," 
the powerful bird exclaimed. 

"But first tell me who you arc! You arc huge!" said the guard-duck. 
"I am Cowduck, daughter ofMoothcow. And yes, I am very large." 

"Alright, let me take you to Bruce." 
Cowduck made a speech, "1 can already se him. he i. sitting right 

behind you on that rock. In fact, I am pretty ure he an hear me ~peaking." 
"He can," the guard said. "But this is ju:t a traditional thing. o 

anyway, let me tell him you are here and see ifhe will talk to you,'' the duck 
turned around, "Hey Bruce! Want to talk to this duck?" 

Bruce made a sp ech. "Who is it?" 
"It's Cowduck! Daughter ofMoothcow!" 
Bruce made a speech, ''Alright!" 
Cowduck explained that she wanted to fight off Kane. the evil wa

ter snake, and rid Bruce of the nightly horrors. But a duck purposely named 
Uuferth said, "Aren't you th same Cowduck who lost in a swimming race 
to the duck named AflackT' 

"Stop drinking so much mead, you are very combative. I didn't 
lose; I had to save A flack and that day he learned the value of proper in ur
ance." 

They feasted on fi h and awaited the night. Cowduck boasted to th 
group about the upcoming defeat of Kane and claimed she will not wear 
armor because ducks and snakes don't actually have any armor anyv. ays: 
Bruce's wife pas ed around a cup and then ev ryone went to sleep. Like 
clockwork Kane came up lo the surface of the water and took one \ ictim, 
Cowduck watched silently planning her attack. She jumped on the "nake 
and the two battled fiercely, splashing in the water and trading blows. Even
tually he was able to peck him in the eyes, pulling them out and blinding 

him. 
"Woah! Isn't that more of a reference to the Ody sey?" Kane called out. 

accepting his defeat. 
Cowduck made a speech, "You don't have any anns for me to pull offi" 

The snake would have shrugged ifhe bad shoulders, which he did not, so he 
just slithered away into the depths of the dark waters to mbrace his oncom
ing death. The next morning Cowduck was praised for the easy defeat of 
the night-enemy, and was given many trea ures from Bruce th fish-giver. 

Bruce made a speech, "Thank you, deare t Cowduck, I would ba\'e you 
for a son if you were a boy goose. You have done many good things for us 
here at Peacock Pond. We will now give you more treasure as you t II us 
about your fight with the monster, followed by me praising you more.•· 

And that i exactly what happened for the rest of the day, but unknowing 
to the birds another monster lay waiting in the murky grime down below, a 
mother seeking revenge. But that is a story for next w k. 
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Butcher-Nesbitt '15: Syrian conflict demands action now 
BY ALEX BUTCHER-NESBITT '15 

FOR THE WIRE 

I
n a Gallup poll publi shed last 
Fridar, publ ic support for 
U.S. military action in Syria is 

projec ted lower than it has been 
for any recent conflict. Despite 
increasing evidence that Bashar 
al-Assad, the embattled President 
of Syria, used chemical weapons 
last month against civilians, the 
American public has been reti
cent when it comes to attacking 
Syria, a country that has been 
embroiled in a bloody civil war 
since 2011. Fifty-one percent of 
Americans polled opposed any 
action, while thirty-six percent 
were in favor. Even internation
ally, polls inclicate that few people 
want any western involvement in 
the war-torn country. 

Much of this criticism i well
founded. There are immense 
problems and potential repercus
sions stemming from a proposed 
attack on Syria. Some of these 
repercussions include the po
tential escalation of the conflict, 
a strengthened Assad regime, or 
a vengeful crackdown on rebel 
forces that we support. However, 
none of these possibilities makes 
for a reasonable excuse for the 
U.S. to sit on the sidelines and 
watch Assad commit war crimes 

against his own people. 
But why, some ask, should a 

few deaths fro m chemical weap
ons spur U.S. involvement when 
a few thousand deaths from con
ventional warfare have been met 
with little to no response from 
world leaders? 

There is no doubt that kill
ing such as those carried out by 
Assad are unforgivable no mat
ter the manner in which they are 
committed. Unlike conventional 
warfare, however, the interna
tional community has long iden
tified chemical warfare as partic
ularly off-limits. It is the prospect 
of what chemical weapons could 
do, not what they have done, that 
worries me, and should worry the 
administration and Congress. 

Chemical weapons are in
discriminate; with no targeting 
mechanism for gases, you could 
risk countless civilian lives for the 
few military ones you may take, 
simply due to a change in the 
wind. The horrendous side effects 
of nerve gas exposure cause im
mense pain and suffering, again 
with no clear target. As a result, 
a widely accepted international 
norm has emerged and evolved to 
prevent their use, and the United 
States - in addition to the rest of 
the world - has a vested interest 
in ensuring adherence, lest other 
clictators like Assad one day feel 
compelled to use chemical weap
ons on us in armed conflict. 

Aside from the United Nations 

Security Cuuncil, however, there 
i no international body capable 
of enforcing such norms and 
punishing individuals like A,sad 
who choose to break them . The 
Sec.urity Council has fa iled to act 
because of Russia and China's re 
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Syrian President Bashor al-Assad. 

fusal to risk ruining their already 
shaky alliances with Assad, and 
therefore multilateral U.N. ap
proved action is out of the ques
tion. The U.S. alone, as a de facto 
world military leader, is in a posi
tion to send a message to Assad, 
and others like him, to make clear 
that his actions are unacceptable 
and will not be met with incliffer
ence from the international com
munity. 

The conflict in Syria has 
reached such a level that the U.S. 
should launch a full-scale in
vasion of the country, with the 
express intent of ousting Assad 

and his regime in retaliation for 
two and a half years of bruta l
ity against his own peuple. Yet 
enormous probkms would arise 
when it came time for the U.S. to 

LXtract itself from such a conflict, 
and such an intervention would 
result in horrendous loss of life 
for Americans and Syrians alike. 
Furthermore, a full -scale inva
sion would be met with disdain 
from an American public with 
images of Iraq and Afghani tan 
still fresh in mind. 

If we cannot remove Assad, 
however, it remains vital that we 
stand firm in our commitment 
to international custom, even if 
some are unwilling to devote full 
military resources to yet another 
conflict in that region. There are 
those who say punishing Assad 
for killing his own people simply 
by killing more of them is not the 
answer, and they're right; but that 
does not rule out a strike on mili
tary targets. 

If the strike fails to have any 
effect, further action may be 
necessary to deter Assad. Jn 
this case, howewr, we have, for 
the fi r t time in many years, a 
watchful and skeptical Congress 
that is just as tired of war as the 
res t of us. If the operation turns 
into anything more than the pro
posed air strike, the public can 
be confident that Congress will 
thwart further action in the ab
sence of truly imminent danger 
towards the U.S. No U.S. troops 
will be in harm's way, at least not 
under the proposed action. 

Assad has committed crimes 
against humanity, and the prec
edent we would set by not re
sponding would be devastating 
for long-term humanitarian in
terests. Our motives are clear, 
our methods are limited, and 
we have a duty to interv ne. The 
U.S. cannot sit blithely by and al
low these atrocities to "'ontinue 
to occur. 
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You Know He's Right: Obama seeks Congressional opinion 
BY BRIAN JENCUNAS '14 
COPY EDITOR 

S
omething very scary is hap
pening thic; week: President 
Obama is involving Con

gres~ in American foreign policy 
r\5kmg Congre s to approve 

milit, ry action again t Syna will 
d la} "hat should be a \\ ift re
sponse, ,ind \\ ill risk harming 
America\ inh:rnational red1b11-
1ty by ha, mg c tabli h d foreign 
p Ii v .1 t ,1 1de by rebelhou la v

mak r. 
In an ideal , orld Congre s 

would be able to handle the Syrian 

situation without any problems. 

Since Obama repeatedly warned 
Assad about the con equenc
e of using chemical weapons, 

Congress would swiftly approve 
the military action necessary to 

maintain American credibility. 
Senators might ask questions and 
provide valuable input, but they 
would also come together to sup
port the President and send a clear 
me sage that America is united on 
foreign policy. 

Thi, pragmatic Congress ex
ists only in the history books. 'Ihc 
era of solons like Sam Nunn, John 
Warner, and Dick Lugar, men seri
ous about fort:ign policy and aware 
that some issues arc too important 
for political posturing, is over. In-
tead, the current Congress treats 

torcign policy .1s an opportunity 
tt, gin up their media w cragc 
through thirty econd sound bites 

that ignore all the 1.11ajor i sue 
abuut Syrian intervention. 

During S nate hearings, Rand 
Paul a ked Secretary of State John 
Kerry, "How do you ask a man to 
be the first man to die for a mis
take?" Ted Cruz, who never misses 
an opportunity to castigate Presi

dent Obama, mocked the Syrian 
intervention as turning America's 

military into the "Air Force for Al

Qaeda:• 
Toe entire debate insisted on 

viewing Syrian intervention as 

identical to the American mili
tary misadventure in Iraq. This is 

the same mistake Congress made 

when it debated the War in Iraq, 
and compared it to the successful 

intervention in Kosovo despite ob

vious differenc s. 
In reality, the situations arc 

r,1dicallr different. Oba~a is nut 
suggesting an}1hing like the in 
vasion ,ind occupation of Iraq. In 
Iraq, .\merica n:mo ,xi a govern
ment ,ind took respon 1bilit}' tor 
rebuilding the nation. In Syria, \W 

,, ill be lobbmg a few .:rui c mi -

siles and then walking away. 
The motive is not really hu

manitarian; nations have used 
poison gas against rebels before 
without an American response, 
mo t notably Saddam Hu sein's 
Iraq during the Clinton adminis
tration. In lead, the strikes matter 
because they reinforce American 
diplomatic credibility. Obama has 
aid that poison gas would be his 

"red line" to strike Syria. lfhe does 
not follow through, other nations 
will remember when America 
next states a policy for military ac

tion. 
Given the challenges America 

faces in international affairs, cred

ibility i as important as our tangi • 
ble military assets. Paradoxically, 

the bclid that we will use force 

often eliminates the need to use it. 
If , e want to stop Iran from 

dc,eloping nucle,1r '.\Capons, ,,e 

need them tu bdieYe that m1 le,1r 

prolifcr,1hon would be ground, for 

a military atl ck. 

Credibility isn't ju t impor
tant for threats, but for economic 

agreements as well. America is 
currently negociating a trade deal 
with the European Union, and 
that agreement will be dead in the 
water without tru t. If we don't 
follow through on Syria because 
it's unpopular, Europeans could 
question whether or not wecl fol
low through on a trade deal if it 

became unpopular. 
The strikes will not change the 

situation on the ground in Syria. It 
will remain a stalemate, since the 
rebels are unable to defeat the Syr
ian air force and the government is 
unable to reclaim enough territory 

to actually govern. 
It is certainly cynical to spend 

billion~ and risk human li\'es to 
make good on a hastily conceiwd 
threat. Hut it i, ,\ cynical \\orld out 
there, and a few billion dollars and 
mm,: cruise mi ,iks arc a small 
price to pay to maintain intcrna 

tiunal er dibility. 
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Vocal group & a cappella audition schedu e 

Voices United to Jam 

Tuesday, September l 0, 8:30 10:30 p.m. 
in Meneely 30 I 

Wednesday, September 11, 8:30 - l 0:30 
p.m. in Mcneely 301 

Wheaton Whims 

Wcdnc day, September 11. 7:00 - 9:00 
p.m. in the Woolley Room, Mary Lyon. 

The Wheatones 

Gentleman Callen COURTESY OF THE BLEND 

The Blend performing at the Student Showcase Saturday in Watson. 

Tuesday, September 10, 8:00 p.m. - 10:00 
p.m. in Meneely 209 

Wednesday, September 11, 8:00 p.m. -
I 0:00 p.m. in Meneely 209 Wednesday, September 11, 7:00 - 9:00 

p.m. TIie Biend 
Meet by the chairs on the second floor of 
Watson Tuesday, September l 0, 8:00 - l 0:00 p.m. in Watson 206 

Wednesday, September 11, 8:00- 10:00 p.m. in Watson 

109 

The Wheaton Wire Gets Social! 

FACEBOOK TWITIER 

Like us on our new Facebook Follow us on Twitter 
page, The Wheaton Wire. @WheatonWire 

Norton Headstart, a 
local chapter of the 
nationally recognized Head 
Start program for low
income families and their 
children, needs your help! 

To participate, contact: 

sze_ tiff any@wheatoncollege.edu 

-OR-

See Associate Dean of Service, Spirituality 
and Social Responsibility Vereene Parnell 

WEBSITE 

Check out our website at 
Wheaton Wire.com 

Dunery? Visit ... 

Wheaton's late-night 
hangout for food and funl 

Open all week from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
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Sex and the 
Dimple 

So it's not exactly news that Wheaton 
isn't known for ragers or Greek life. The 
parties stay relatively mild (relative, of 
course, to major state schools and uni
versities), and the ·candals hardly pass 
high-school territory. But after a recent 
conversation with friends, we came to 
an interesting conclusion: the Wheaton 
College student body definitely knows 
how to get down. That's not to say we're 
a notably kinky campus, but damn ... 
we keep things interesting in term· of 
location. Here's a collective list of where 
some of us have hooked up thus far: 

1. Balfour-Hood mailroom 
2. Meadows elevator 
3. Gebbie balcony 
4. Mar Science Center bottom 

floor computer lab 
5. Library Cole room 
6. Meadows Kitchen 
7. Old Observatory 
8. Graduation stage 
9. 1he Wheaton Wire office 
10. Mar Science Center study 

room with glas · walls 
11. Wat on practice rooms 
12. Bleachers of the soccer field 
13. Laundry machines in Everett 
14. Basement of Chase 
15. Emerson roof 

Think you can top the list? Send us 
an email at thewheatonwire@gmail. 
com, find us on Facebook as The Whea
ton Wire, or tweet us at @Wheaton
Wire. 

- JULIE BOGEN '14 

Wheaton "Hacks" 
Some need-to-know a pects of Wheaton life 

for our first-year tudents. 

1. lhe libr ry step are reserved for students. 
Get caught siting on them may get )"OU thrown 
into Peacock pond. 

2. Chase coffee gets wor e as the day goes on. 

3. Your Wheaton ID gets }1lU di counts at Ber
tucci's, J.Crew, The Boston Museum of Fine 
Arts (this isn't a discount so much as a get-in
free card), Papa John's pizza, and more! 

4. Procrastinating on declaring connections 
will bite you in the butt later on. 

5. We have a Wheaton Book Exchange Face
book group to keep buying/selling rates low 
among students. 

6. The CowDuclc app 1s your best friend. 

For Wheaton Sailors, a surprising history 

BY ADAM KILDUFF '16 
FEATURES EDITOR 

I 
was a sophomore at the Den the first 

time I heard that Wheaton used to 
have a sailing club. We were talking to 

a enior from Outdoors Club, and offhand 

he mentioned that Wheaton used to have a 
sailing club but that it no longer exists. He 
also said that we still own sailboats, but that 
no one knows where they are. I vowed that I 
would try to track down the sailboats some
time with my investigative journalism skills. 
I also was badly in need of a story to write for 
11,e Wire. For some reason, I did not make 
the connection until the next morning. 

r scheduled an appointment with Andrea 

Holden, Director of Student Activities, In
volvement & Leadership (SAIL), who ha 

been at Wheaton for almost 13 years. She 

said she remembered a sailing club that had 
started "a few years after" her first at the 

school. A single student, a sailing enthusiast, 

had briefly brought sailing back to Wheaton. 
A few times per week, the club would go to a 
lake in Sharon, Mass. When the dub started, 
the students perused old boats the school 

owned behind Haas. Determining that these 

could not be salvaged, they worked with the 
recreation department in Sharon to rent 
boats and sailing time. Unfortunately, when 

the founding student left, the dub disap
peared again. She said that Stephen Angelo, 

Director of Club Sports, would know more. 
Later in the day, I decided to explore be

hind Haas to see if I could find the old boats. 

I did not expect to find anything. There were 

COURTESY OF WHEATONSAIUNG.TRIPOD.COM/ 

no boats, but 1 found Stephen Angelo. 
He was working with Randi Carine, 

Wheaton's Facilities Manager, on the sound 

system for the new turf field. I approached 

him and identified myself. Angelo told me 

that the boat I had heard about existed, and 
that they were in Sharon, of all places. There 

were six of them, all missing masts and sails, 
and in poor shape. Angelo was not sure what 
kinds of boats they were, but he said they 
had centerboards as opposed to keels, so a 
small boat for two or three people was likely. 
Holden had said that the newer club rented 
boats. Angelo said the ones in Sharon dated 
back from the 1980s. Evidently, sailing had a 
longer history at Wheaton, and these dilapi

dated boats were the remnants of our sailing 
past. 

I went to the archives in the library. Stu
dents are allowed to study in the archives 

without a specific reason for being there, al

though I had never been inside. To get in, 
you have to enter a small inner room. One 

wall of the inner room is glass, and faces into 
the archivist's office, so she can see who it is 
b fore letting the person in. 

The archivist pulled out a file with all doc
uments relating to sailing at Wheaton. All of 
them were from either 1979 or the 1980s. 
Sailing was once a team sport at Wheaton, I 
learned. The earliest clipping in the file was 
from April 30, 1979. 

In 1983, Wh.eaton started offering um
mer sailing lessons to the children of Nor
ton aged 8-16 on Lake Winnecunnet, a pond 
own d by Norton. 1he instruction included 

the fundamentals of sailing, racing tech-

niques and boating safety. That continued 
until at least 1986, although it is unclear 

when the program ended. In 1983, Susan R. 

Epstein, a Wheaton alumna and coach of the 
sailing team, submitted a proposal for a "wa· 

terfront recreational facility" to be located on 

the shore of Lake Winnecunnet. The project 
was meant to benefit both the students of 

Wheaton College and the residents of Nor· 
ton (and its construction was expected to be 
funded by both). It never came to fruition. 

Wheaton sailed again t teams frorn 
throughout New England, like Yale, Brown, 
MIT, Tufts, and Radcliffe College. In 1984, 
Wheaton was chosen to compete in the Na· 
tional Collegiate Competitions for sailing. 

On April 2, 1986, Niki Janus, Dean of the 
College and Athletic Assistant Director, sent 

a letter to the athletic department staff say· 
ing that it had "become obvious" that there 
was no longer the "interest and commitment 

necessary for the continuation of a strong 
and competitive intercollegiate ailing team:' 

She advised that the team begin to operate as 
a club immediately. 

As far as I can tell, that was the begin· 
ning of the end of Wheaton sailing. We have 
certainly never had a team since the 1980s, 
although there have been some enthusi
asts. When I wa at the Den the first night, 

we asked the senior from Outdoors a lot of 
questions because we liked sailing, and had 
not realized it had ever been an offering. 
Angelo had said that the boats were in bad 
shape, but salvageable. Seems there is still a 
sailing program available, for those students 
who want to reach out and take it. 
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Check Out These Upcoming Arts Events At Wheaton! 

Nature Talks Back Exhibit 
Sept. 4 through Oct. 5 
Beard & Weil Galleries 

Artist Talk by Allison Williams 
Part of Nature Talks Back Ex/ribit 

Sept. I 9, 6:30 p.m. 
Ellison Lecture 

ARTHive trip to Rhode Island School of 
Design Muscums's "Design the ight" 

Sept. 19, 5 to 9 p.m. 

True to Wheaton's connections curriculum, this new 
exhibit aims to highlight the rcl,1tionship between nature 
and science. It might just in:pin: you to finish your con
nections requirements! ·1 he exhibit is responsible for the 
new piece of installation art outside Watson. Check back 
here next week for a full preview of what " aturc Talks 

Back" has to offer. 

Do you find it a bit strange that Girls star Allison Williams 
is coming to Wheaton to talk about art? Well, good, be
cause it's a different Allison Williams. Williams created the 
outdoor piece currently facing the pond, outside Watson. 
Come hear an actual artist talk about her work and the 

creative process. 

Join \Vheaton's art history group, ARTllive, as they travel 
into Providence for the RISD museum's open house night. 
'lhc night will feature an opportunity to create art with an 
artist currently on exhibit in the galleries, as well as spo-
ken word performances. Contact ARTHive President Ellen 
Eckhout '14 at eckhout_ellcn@wheatoncollege.edu for more 
information. 

There's Even More Art Beyond the Bubble! 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
Admission is free for Wheaton tudents 

Current Exhibits: 

Rhode I land School Of Design Museum, Providence 
Admission is $5 for students 

Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston 
Admission is $10 for students 

Current Exhibits & Upcoming Events: Current Exhibits: 
She Who Tells A Story: Women Photographers from 

Iran and the Arab World, through Jan. 12 
Hippie Chic (Costume Design), through Nov. 11 

Locally Made: Contemporary Art, through Nov. 3 
Historias: Latin American Works on Paper, through Jan. 5 

Mary Reid Kelley (Stop Motion/ Animation,) through Oct. 27 
Zola Jesus Concert, $21 for students, Sept. 13 

Weekly Playlist: Five new albums to obsess over this Spring 
BY ALEX CILLEY '14/ EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Multiple sappy 70's singers, doz
ens of srssion musicians, sad robot 
voices, and lots of Pharrell-yrs, 
Ra11dom Access Memories i an 
odd album by Daft Punk's stan 
dards. It's also a ton of fun to listen 
to, an analog dance music album 
creatrd for the digital age. A future 
classic. 

Holy Fire 

Anthemic, brooding, and hook
laden, Holy Fire is Foal's Zc11yetttJ 
Mondatta-a commercially suc
cessful third album that deli\ers 
upon the immense promise of 
their prior efforts. Don't miss "Bad 
Habit" and "Late ight," which 
reach Foals' trademark towering 
emotional heights. 

Some EDM tradition lists don't 
hke Ra11dom Acce.s Memories. If 
you're one of tho e people, wee! 
like to direct your attention to
ward Di. do ure's Settle, an album 

packed with cla sic house beats 
and dancetloor choru es so ex
pertly crafted, you'll swear you've 
travelled back to the ninetie . 

Ean Swemhirt 
Dons 

Odd Future's mu t gifted word
smith delivered in pades with 
Doris, his first full-length LP. Like 
Prank Ocean's Cliannel Orange, 
th album succeeds due to its 
d zzling lyrici m and dark, nar
cotic sonic flouri hes. And like 
Ocean him df, Earl's legend as 
a hip-hop wunderkind is firmly 

intact. 

' Justin 1lmbcrlakc 
!he 20-20 fapenen.:e, Part I 

Justin Timberlake i a pretty big 
deal, and when you're a pretty big 
deal, it's way ea ier to pa ·k it in 

and sell out. Instrad, Timberlake 
released this delightfully off-kilter 
collection of lengthy, low burn
ing jams. And while "Blurred 
tines" may have been the ong of 
the ummer, we much prefer JT's 
"Mirror:' 
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Scores 
and 

Schedules 

n's Socc r 
"d/30 Lyons 5, Hu o 2 
8/31 Lyons 4, W n o• h 2 
9/4 W st n E 1 

UPCO.U ·c; G 

Men's Soccer 
9/14 Wes yan (CT) 12pm 
9/17 Co g 7pm 

Women's Soccer 
9/12 UM "s Bo ton 4pm 
9/1 S m St 3.30pm 

. To rn y 10 m 

Women's Tennis 
9/14 S r 'd 1pm 

Field Hockey 
9/11 Lase I 4pm 
9/14 Sk dmore 3pm 
9/15 @ S mmo s 1pm 

Women's Volleyball 
9/13 Amherst JWU 6pm 
9/13 Ke ne 5 JWU 8pm 
9/14 M dd b • JWU 12pm 
9/14 Mount da J U 4pm 
9/17@ Bra d s 7pm 

Aaron Hernandez arrested for murder 
The Role Model Conundrum: Athletes disappoint fans 

COURTESY OF ESPN 

Ryan Braun accepted a suspension months after claiming to have never used performance-enhancing drugs. 

BY MATTHEW BOND '14 
SPORTS EDITOR 

When Aaron Hernandez was led 
from his home in North Attleboro 
in handcuffs, New England lost a 

lot mon.: than a talented 23-year-old tight end. 
Patriots fans across the countiy watched in 
stunned silence as their former hero was led 
into a 7-foot-by-10-foot jail cell. 

As fans, we connect to professional sports by 
indulging ourselves in the persona of celebrity 
athlete . With the amount of publicity dedicat
ed to sports in this era, we find athletes more 
accessible than ever due to social media, allow 
ing us to directly interact with these heroes in 
our everyday lives. 

So how exactly are we supposed to separate 
our admiration of their skill sets on the play
ing field from our devotion and expectations of 
them as role models? Many athletes arc symbol
ic leaders of the cities they play in. very much so 
including Boston Red Sox slugger David Ortiz. 

Ortiz has had hi fair share of ups and downs 
in his time in Boston when it comes to being a 
role model. It was revealed during the 2009 sea
son that Ortiz tested positive for performance
enhancing drugs in 2003. immediately being 
viewed as a cheater by baseball purists. 

Yet Ortiz continued to play well for the Red 
Sox. and the perception of him as both an ath 
lete and a person changed, as time, and a win
ning record. heal all wounds in sports. 

As Ortiz led the Red Sox on the field with 
his explosive bat this past summer. he was also 
there to thank the city of Boston for their f~ 
forts in the capturing of the Boston Marathon 
bomber. His speech at Fenway Park included 
an infamous, uncensored message heard by just 
about anyone. • 

Then later in the year, Ortiz expressed ex
treme frustration after striking out in a game 
against the Baltimore Orioles. Ortiz vehement-

ly disagreed with the home plate umpire about 
an earlier sequence. and then proceeded to use 
his bat to violently smash the dugout phone be
fore being thrown out of the game. Amazingly, 
Ortiz was not suspended for his actions, and re
ceived just a small fine from the league_ 

While Hernandez wa an extreme case of an 
athlete letting down his fans, it seems like more 
and more players across various sports are a few 
steps removed from the concept of being a role 
model. 

Before late November of 2009, almost any 
young golfer would have felt comfortable call
ing Tiger Woods their role modeL Woods was 
as successful as any other athlete before the sex 
scandal that eventually led to him admitting to 
having slept with as many as 121 women out
side of his marriage. He still has the money and 
the success on the golf course in 2013, but the 
respect he once garnered is all but lost. 

This past summer, Milwaukee Brewers out-
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Tiger Woods fell further than a/mast any athlete in 

the history of professional sports. 

COURTESY OF JARED WICKERHAM/GETTY IMAGES 

Aaron Hernandez is spending his days behind bars. 

fielder Ryan Braun was revealed to not onl)' 
have cheated the game, but to have blatant!)' 
lied about his involvement with performance
enhancing drugs and the controversial Biogen· 
csis clinic As the face of the franchise, Braun 
let down Brewers fans and has little chance of 
restoring his stature as one of the all-around 
great players in the game. 

Hall of Fame NBA great Charles Barkley 
stirred controversy when it came to the role of 
athl tes as role models throughout his profes
sional career. 

"I think the media demands that athletes 
be role models;· Barkley said in an interview, 
"because there's some jealou.~y involved. It's as 
if they say, 'This is a young black kid playing a 
game for a living and making all this money, so 
we're going to make it tough on him'. And what 
they're really doing is telling kids to look up to 
someone they can't bewme, because not man}' 
people can be like we arc. Kids can't be like Mi
chael Jordan." 

Barkley was adamant in a Nike television 
ad that he docs not believe he should be a role 
model to children, pushing for parents and 
teachers to be the role models in the lives of 
children. Nowhere in the contract of any pro
fessional athlete will you find a strict require· 
ment to be a role model. 

It's hard to force anyone to live up to the 
unclear expectations that go along with being 
a role model, but there should still exist some 
room for all athletes to use common sense 
when they're making decisions- on an off the 
playing field. 

So what do you think? Should athletes be 
expected to act as role models in society, or 
should we lessen our expectations of those who 
continue to let us down? 


