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Wheaton hosts Homecoming & Family Weekend 

BY JOANNA BOURAS '14 
MANAGING EDITOR 

This past weekend, Whea

ton was filled with stu

dents, parents, and alums 

to celebrate Homecoming & Fam

ily Weekend. Many Wheaton 

clubs and organizations contrib

uted to make the event fun for all. 

On Friday, TWAP (Together 

We All Prosper) House and Art 

Haus joined together to bring a 

bouncy house to the Dimple. Al

though it was raining throughout 

the afternoon, many students till 

came to jump around. 

Also on rriday was a farm

ers market, where local farm

ers brought fresh produce and 

fun fall snacks located under a 

tent in front of the library. Later 

that evening was the Wheaton 

Voices concert in Cole Memorial 

Chapel, where all campus a cap

pella groups gathered to sing. The 

groups that performed included 

Wheaton Chorale, the Wheaton 

Chamber Singers, The Whea

toncs, Toe Gentlemen Callers, 

Toe Blend, The Wheaton Whims, 

and VUJ (Voices United to Jam). 

On Saturday, the weather was 

drier and vendors surrounded 

the Dimple for the Indie Arts 

Festival. Several food trucks and 

tents lined the walkway near the 

library. Food variations included 

Italian, Spanish, Chinese dump

lings and more. Food trucks also 

offered cupcakes and cn:pes. 

"I was excited to the sec the 

Dimple buzzing with students, 

parents (including my own), and 

alumni:' said Hans Pope '15. "[t 

was a lot of fun to reunite with 

some old friends who recently 

graduated and to make some new 

connections, all while sampling 

the different food trucks!" 

Also around the Dimple were 

handcrafted jewelry vendors, who 

sold earring , bracelets, necklaces, 

and more. One vendor sold wood

en pencils, key chains and various 

other objects he crafted from bro

ken wood from old skateboards. 

After walking around campus 

to grab food, some people headed 

behind the Haas ,\thletic Center 

to see the newly opened Diane C 

Nordin '80 athletic turf field and 

to watch the field hockey team 
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play. Wheaton lost 4-0 against 

Springfield College. 

Alumnus Zachary Agush '12 

said that his favorite part of the 

weekend was "the opportunity 

to catch up with individuals who 

are still on campus as students 

and alums who've had the chance 

to meet over the years while in 

school and now beyond campus, 

along with the opening with the 

field:' 

The eventful weekend con

cluded with Senior Pub Night and 

Mr. Wheaton. On the first Satur

day of every month, the senior 

class gathers in Emerson dining 

hall for one dollar beers and three 

dollar sangria while listening to 

music and eating omc snacks. 

from 10 12 p.m. in the Cha-

pel, the Mr. Wheaton Competi

tion was h Id. The event com

memorated the 25 years of men 

at Wheaton College. Contestants 

had to answer que tions and show 

off their talents, formal wear, and 

charm. Toe winner was Jaycob 

Morales '15. During intermission, 

TRYBE put on a dance perfor

mance. 

Throughout the weekend, sev

eral speakers delivered lectures 

and led open forum conver a

tions. Pre ident Crutcher gave 

a greeting. The host of ABC's 

Primetime: What Would You Do 
John Quinones spoke, as well as 

an ABC news corre pondent. 

More detail about the weekend 

can be found on at , heatoncol

legc.edu. 
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LEITER FROM THE EDITOR 

All, 

A few weeks back, I 
asked you to submit ideas 

for potential columns on 
Wheaton Wire.com. Since 

then, I've received at least 

a dozen ideas in the Wire 

email. l have to say, I'm 
completely blown away by 
the submissions. 

IL isn't that I doubted 
you all. Of course I didn't. 

It was much more a case 
of me doubting myself. I 
wasn't sure that I expressed 
what we're looking for in 
the sit!.! clearly enough. I'm 
new to this website busi

ness, and I'm learning in 

real time. 

But the great part is that 
I don't han· to w1>rry abuul 
any of that slul · anymore. 

lhe ideas you all submit
ted were exactly what I 
was looking for. You sub
mitted column ideas about 
embrad11g the myriad ex
periences students have 
abroad, the ins and outs 
of fiction writing, repre• 
senting Wheaton's LBGTQ 
community, and many, 
many more. They were c1U 

excellent. 
So, where to next? 
I'm going to sit down 

with Julie Bogen, Joanna 

Bouras, and Monica Ven
dituoh (Senior, Manag
ing, and Online Editors, 
n.:spcctively) to discuss 
how we w,mt to proceed. 

Some of the column ideas 
w..:re so inter..:i.ling th, t 
they may make an appe,tr• 
ance in t~e print edition of 

the Wire. It's my hope that 
every one of them sees the 
light of day. 

So, thank you, Whea

ton. I am so thrilled that 
you are as excited to con
tribute to the Wire as I am. 

In other news, next 
weekend is break. Because 
of that, we will not run 

a print issue of the Wire. 
We will post a few stories 

on Whe11to11 Wire.corn, but 
other than that, we will go 
home, see our families, and 
maybe, just maybe, get a 
little sleep, I hope that you 
do, too, and that you have a 
lovely break. 

Regards, 

Alex 
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Winslow Farm event volunteers needed! 

FaU Festival and the best Haunted Woods in the neighborhood! 

Work with children and families (and animals) on traditional faU ac
tivities such as pumpkin painting, ghost stories, haunted woods. Thi· 

is a unique and unforgettable experience. 

Small teams (2-4people) with tmnsportation 
I or more Fridays, Sah1rdays or Sundays in October 

(including Homecoming and October Break weekends!) 

Email sssr@wheatoncollege.edu ur call x3370 i(vou are interested! 

•• ' ' • • ••• ' ••• ' ' •••• ' •• • • ~ ~ •••••••••••••••• ' ' • ' ••••••••••••••••• ' •• - ••••••••••• • ••• ' ' •••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Arc you interested in education? \'\Tould you like to be a tutor? 

Norton Schools Need You! 
Please volunteer as a tutor at one of Norton's three schools! 

Ydk Elementary, chool: f\[ouday-Thursday 2:30P 1 - 3:30P 1 
orton Middk School: :Monday- Thursday 2:00Pl'vl - ~ :00PM 

Norton High School: ~londay- Thursday l 2:r15P f - 2:00PM 
Con/art cotlo11_ni11@,vhcatonro!lege.edu or dwng_maria@whratrmrollege.edu 

Interested in contributing 
to The Wheaton Wire? 

Write or photograph for us 
111e Wire is always looking for 
new contributors. If you're inter
ested in reporting or photogra
phy, please come to our meetings 
on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the 
SGA room in Balfour or send an 
e-mail to thewheatonwire@gmaiL 
com. 

Got a tip? 
Have you seen or heard any
thing newsworthy at Wheaton 
recently? We want to hear about 

it. Let us cover your event! E-mail 
thewhcatonwire@grnail.com with 
your ideas. 

Gripe away 
Got something to say? Get it off 
your chest and have your voice be 
heard! Send a Letter to the Editor 
to thcwheatonwire@gmail.com. 
Letters longer than 500 words will 
be trnncatcd. 

Corrections: 

Got errors? Hopi.:fully, we don't. If you catd1 om·, ph:ase email thewheatomvirc@ 
gmail.com with a correction, and we'll post it in this space. ll1ank you! 
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You KNow HE's RIGHT 

The shutdown for dummies 
BY BRIAN JENCUNAS '14 

COPY EDITOR 

Y ou're no dummy. You know 

the <rovernmenl has shut 

dow/ You know the National 

Zoo's pandu cam isn't working; you 

just don't know why. So here's a quick 

explanation of why the government 

shut down, whut specifically is happen

ing, and how it will end. 

The government is shut down because 

Congress didn't approve funding on 

time. Most federal spending has to be 

appro eel by Congress, , hich happens 

one of two , ays - either on a yearly ba

sis by passing an appropriations bill, or 

for a specific period of time chat's less 

than a year, , hich is called :1 continu

ing resolution. Congress has been rely

ing on continuing resolutions as it has 

become increasing gridlocked. and the 

last continuing resolution expired on 

September 30th. 

Congress i!-. trying to pass a new 

continuing resolution, but the House of 

Representatives and Senate can't agree 

on what it hould look like. The House. 

which is controlled by Republicans, 

wants to stop funding the Affordable 

Care Act, belier known as Obamacarc. 

Unsurprisingly, the Senate doesn't want 

to stop President Obama 's major legis

lative achievement, and has rejected 

this request. Until one side gi cs in, the 

government will stay shutdO\ n. 

This is the eighteenth government 

shutdown since the federal government 

. changed to its current budgeting proc

es . Shutdowns used to be a lot more 

common than they are today. During 

Ronald Reagan's eight years as Presi

dent, there were seven government 

hutdowns; none occurred under Presi

dent Bu h. Shutdowns have become 

les · common because the last one, 

which happened in 1995, wa so po

litically damaging for Republicans that 

opposition parties ha e learned not to 

let a shutdown happen. 

Current polling shows that most 

Americans dislike Obamacare, but 

would rather fund it than sec the gov

ernment shutdown. Republicans are 

sticking to their position despite the 

polls because voters in areas that elect 

Republicans, particularly the party ac

tivists who are influential in primary 

election. that select candidates, are out

liers from this national trend and sup

port a shutdown. 

Despite its name, a government 

shutdown doesn't mean that every gov

ernment function stops . Go crnment 

services are categorized as either "es

sential" and "nonessential," and only 

nonessential services are suspended 

during a . hutdown. Essential services, 

which arc not interrupted, include the 

military. law enforcement, emergency 

and disaster assistance, and the power 

grid. Social Security, Medicare, Medic

aid, and the postal service are funded 

outside of the appropriations process, 

and will continue operating. Ironically, 

Obamacare is largely funded through 

outside . pending and therefore won't 

be heavily affected by the shutdown. 

Everything other government ser.·

icc is nonessential, which means that 

the workers who perform it arc tempo

rarily unemployed and the service is not 

provided. Some of thc:e services are 

frivolous, albeit enjoyable, go ernment 

programs such as the national parks 

and monuments. However, many non

essential functions are very important: 

experimental drug programs; collect

ing economic data that helps businesses 

make decisions; mnning the Amber 

Alert system that helps find kidnapped 

children; tracking food-borne illncs. es; 

and approving business pem1its. 

The government shutdown will end 

when either Democrats agree to dcfund 

Qbarnacare or Republicans agree to 

fund it. Political experts think Republi

cans arc much more likely to make con

cessions than President Obama and the 

Democrats. The continuing resolution 

will probably include full funding for 

Obamacare. There will be token con

cessions to Republicans, likely in the 

form of delaying the implementation of 

minor parts of Obamacare. 

When that happens, the ~hutdown 

will be over and people can go back to 

watching cute panda play in a zoo. 

PEACOCK POND DAYS #5 
EDITOR'S NOTE, Pcaccxck Pond Days ,s a Fiaion column kTIUw by two stud, nis who w,U crcat, >1•,ck/y chapters of a story follo..-ing the 
m,sad.-ent11res of Cov.d11ck and her fellow pond marts. 

BY NATASHA PIIRAINEN '14 & 

ALEX DYCK '14 
SENIOR STAFF 

& BUSINESS MANAGER 

A
s Cowduck sits upon her rocky throne he start to feel a bit uncomfortable, the sun 

is shining just a tad too brightly into her eyes and a breeze is blowing her feathers 
just slightly too roughly. She sighs, unable lo get comfortable no matter how she tries 

to situate herself on the rock. Becoming a bit agitated, Cowduck says out loud, "Dam rock! 

Maybe I will ju t move my throne to another part of the pond!" 
Little did she know, a duck pas er-by overheard Cowduck talking to herself, a pas ·er-by 

who was not all too pleased by the idea of Cowduck moving her rocky throne. "She can't 
move it! It has been there since the very beginning of Peacock Pond! It is tradition. it is famil

iarity, and it is probably the mo ·t natural thing in this man-made pond!" 

"What are you quacking about?" another ducks asks. 

"Cowduck wants to move her throne!" he responds. 

"Mo e her throne? Without consulting the rest of us pond-mates? We have to look at it just 
a. much as she docs! What if she places it somewhere horriblely mconvenient, like under the 

bridge. That would not be aesthetically pleasing at all!" 

"Aesthetics? What about tradition!" 
"Tradition, what about practicality!" a third duck chimes in upon overhearing the conversa

tion, "I've seen how uncomfortable Cowduck can get on that rock. The un hines in her eyes 

too much. Who arc we to say she has lo be unnecessarily uncomfortable just bccaus wc'n:: 

not willing to move a rock?" 
'·That rock represents nationalism!" the fin,t duck argues back. 
.. Nationalism? We're ducks! We can fly! We are not bounded by country-borders and land 

de elopment! We have access to the entire mother-ducking sky!" yet another duck pipe in. 

oon rumors ·pread around the entire pond about Cowduek' supposed plan to move her 

rock. As a result the pond breaks up into two prominent faction , those who think it is okay 

for her to move the rock and those who think the rock should stay where it is. The ducks yell 

at each other. a back-and-forth where everyone is quacking too loudly o that no one voice is 

actually heard. And, as if it were not complicated enough. factions begin to form within the 

origmal two factions, throwing the duck further into di ·array. Finally. a duck stand: up and 

proclaims, "Fmc! We have until midnight tonight to decide if the throne get moved or not! 

If we don't make a deci ion by then, Peacock Pond , ill be shut do\\ n until further notice. o 

duck will be able to use the throne until we decide what to do!" 

All at once the ducks agree to this idea even though none of them are entirely sure\\ hy this 

actually makes any en e, they just know they would rather not waste their precious arguing 
time by contemplating the actual logic behind their decisions. That would just be silly! 

The fighting continues. Some ducks yell, "Moving the rock would be breaking the founda-

tion of what Peacock Pond stands for!" 
Other bird bout, "Why keep a rock in an old place if that old place is no longer relevant?" 

Another cluck say , "Think of all of the tax dollars it would co t to move that rock!" 

" ... We're ducks, we don't pay taxes:· a birds re ponds. 

"Yeah, but till. Imagine the tax dollars it would cost ifwc weren't ducks and we actually 

did pay taxes. This is our metaphorical money they are taking out of our metaphorical pock

ets!" For some reason, this remark also end everyone into a frenzy. 

Before the birds realize what is happening, the clock tower dings twelve time .. The dead

line has passed without any decision made. They start to panic, suddenly realizing the Peacock 

Pond has been shut down. The noise from their distres becomes so loud and intolerable that 

Cowduck, who has actually been asleep on her rock the entire time, woke up and decided to 

check out the hubbub. 

"Comrade ," he call. out, and immediately the crowd is. ilenced, "what are you all 

talking about? Peacock Pond isn't shutting down. I'm not alway the most competent leader 

but, come on guy , give me some credit. I'm a bit more put-together than the human in poli

tics .. . No need to be insulting! I was ju t annoyed that the sun wa in my eye this afternoon; 

that is all! I'm not going to move the rock. in fact l can't move the rock becaust: I don't have 
thumb and most human beings don't under tand how to peak duck so it would be borderline 

impo siblc to communicate with them and ask for help. So plea.e, let' ju t get some rest! It's 
midnight, after all!" 

The duck hrug. realizing she i quite right. They aren't human beings, they are 

ducks. They don't actually ha c any reason to shut down Peacock Pond becau e they are 
omewhat competent. They all have a good, healthy laugh before hcadmg to bed. 

"Government shutdown. Pretty crazy, am I right?" 

"Yeah, looks like, e'rc all just a bunch of sitting ducks." 
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Wheaton hosts poets Liz Ahl and Sandra Yannone '86 
BY KATE BARTEL '17 
WIRE STAFF 

This pa ·t 'lhursday, Oct. 3, poets Liz 

Ahl and Sandra Yannone '86 pre

sented a reading and conversation 

to Wheaton studmts featuring some of their 

most recent collaborative pieces. 

Yannone was invited back to Wheaton 

to attend induction into the Athletic Hall 

of 1:ame based on her field hockey achieve

ments as a student. Upon hearing thi news, 

Sue Standing, Coordinator of Creative Writ

mg and Literature at Wheaton, asked Yan

none to present a poetry reading during her 

visit. Yannone offered to taki: part m both 

a reading and conversation with her close 

friend Liz Ahl, with whom she has been 

working on a collaboration poetry proji:ct. 

Standing explained that Yannone and 

Ahl met at Emerson College 111 Boston 

while Yannone was completing her gradu

ate degree and Ahl her undergraduate. Ahl. 

author of " falking About the Weather;' 

"Luck:' and "A lhirst That's Partly Mine;• 

now teache · at Plymouth State University 

in Plymouth, cw Hampshire. Yannone has 

also gone on to write several book since 

the two met at Erner on, such as "Maiden 

Voyage" and "Hop." She now teaches and i 

Director of the Writing Center at '!he Ever

green State College in Olympia, Washing

ton. 

Yannone explained that she and Ahl 

began working with each other again over 

something as simple as a dream. 

"Fifteen years ago, Liz wrote a poem:• 

Yannone said. ''.And I had said something 

to her that ended up in it. Flash forward fif

teen years later to this March, when I had a 

dream, and when I woke up, 1 felt compelled 

to respond to this poem:' 

Yannone further explained that after her 

first response to Ahl's poem. the two decid

ed to continue responding back and forth to 

ee where they could go with it. 'Ihe reading 

and conversation featured their collection 

of responses to this date. 

Ahl began with her poem written 15 

years ago, entitled, "We were happier when 

we smoked." lhe poem is based on what 

Yannone had said to her after the two de• 

cided to quit moking cigarettes together. 

"What Sandy said to me was simultane

ously ridiculous and brilliant, and it sparked 

this poem;· Ahl said. 
Ahl's opening poem featured a mystic 

beat that focused on "smoke breaks round 

the clock" and how "the cigarette gave us 

time." She ended the poem, "If you were a 

therapist, reader, youa shake your head, 

take notes on your pad. But you're not. 

You're you. And once, you were happier, 

too:' 
As Yannone and Ahl continued with 

poem after poem from their collaboration, 

they never stopped intertwining the pas

sage of time into their pieces. In Ahl's poem, 

"Settling Down;' he read, "I'm starting to 

do things I'll do for the rest of my life. What 

clock keeps . uch brutal time?" 

Yannone then interrupted the flow of 

poetry with a more conversational tone, ex

plaining how she and Ahl came across this 

form of writing collaboratively. She said that 

it is not foreign to the poetry world at all. 

"I was very, very struck by a book by Wil

liam Stafford, who is a poet l hugely admire. 

In fact, I think the very first poem I read of 

his was at Wheaton;' Yannone said. "Wil

liam Stafford and Marvin Bell wrote a book 

together called 'Segues: A Correspondance 

in Poetry,' and it's just a remarkable book 

where you can sec the genesis of each poem 

in the previous poem. Of course, Stafford 

and Bell were sending these poems literally 
through the mail:' 

"We could do that:• Ahl joked. "It would 
be kind of retro!" 

"We could get some cool stamps, that 

would be nice:• Yannone laughed. She then 

shifted back to a more serious lone and went 

on to explain that because the two have 

known each other for such a long time, their 

work benefits exponentially. 

Ahl shared the next poem from the 

collection, explaining that she decided to 

structure it by pulling words from Yannone's 

poem and responding to them. Yannone did 

the same thing with her following response, 

saying that writing this many poems con

tinuously is difficult, but working with Liz 

helps to keep her momentum up. 

~we never know where the next poem 

will come from. I really encourage you all 

to engage in collaborative work;' Yannone 
said. 

CONT'D ON PAGE FIVE 

"(Liz] knows my work deeply, and I think COURTESY OF KATE BARTEL '17 

that exchange makes for really interesting Poets Liz Ahl and Sandra Yannone '86 read 

pathways [in our collaboration];' Yannone from a selection of poems. 

said. 

Wheaton alumna returns to give philosophy talk on Locke and personal identity 

COURTESY OF THE WHEATON COLLEGE 
PHILOSOPHY DEPARTMENT 

Wheaton Alum Jessica Gordon-Roth pre
sented a talk on John Locke and his ideals. 

----------------

BY DELANIE HONDA '14 

WIRE STAFF 

How did philosopher John Locke 

conceptualize personal identity 

and why has his ideas fueled so 

much debate? 'lhis was the topic under dis 

cussion on the evening of Oct. 1 with Pro

fessor Jessica Gordon-Roth '03 from the City 

University of New York. In her talk "Locke 

on the Identity of Persons and Substances: A 

Textual Puzzle", Professor Gordon-Roth ex

plored Locke's theories on the definition of 

persons, criticisms of his arguments, and her 

own insights into Locke's views. 

Gordon-Roth's presentation was mainly 

geared towards those familiar with Locke 

and his philosophical arguments. Among 

those in the audience were student either 

majoring in or currently taking classes with

in the philosophy department. Jacob Krijt 

'I 6 said Professor Partridge, who teaches the 

Ancient Greek Philosophy course, encour

aged his class to attend the lecture. Also in 

attendance were Wheaton's philosophy Pro

fessors K~ndrick and Mathis. 

John Locke is a famous British philoso

pher from the 1600s. In his "Essays on Hu-

man Understanding", he theorizes what 

makes a person the same over time. Accord

ing to Locke, personal identity lies within 

consciousness. I lowcvcr, critics have noted 

incon istencics and contradictions in his ar

guments, such as Locke's claim that identity 

can exist outside of an immaterial substance 

such as the mind. As evident from Gordon

Roth's lecture, Locke is still a highly studied 

and relevant philosopher in the 21st century. 

Locke's discussion on personal identity has 

applications to modern society including 

questions regarding Alzheimer's and demen

tia patients, and the debate ,tround abortion. 

Gordon-Roth i an associate professor 

of philosophy at Lehman College and an 

alumna of Wheaton. She graduated from 

Wheaton in 2003 with a degree in philoso

phy, and completed an honors thesis titled 

"HIV/AIDS in the World: A Test of Western 

Ethics." She received her Masters and Ph.D. 

in philosophy from the University of Illinois 

Chicago. Her area of specialization is the 

history of early modern philosophy and her 

current research focuses on the concepts of 

"modes" and "substances" in the debate on 

personal identity. Gordon-Roth's interest in 

Locke stems from her dissertation, and her 

presentation at Wheaton refleckd her re

search on Locke's writings. 

following the presentation, students 

were invited to join Gordon-Roth and fac

ulty from the philosophy department in the 

faculty dining hall for dinner. lhe discussion 

about Locke and personal identity ..:onlinued 

as students asked further questions. Gor

don-Roth also shared her experiences after 

graduating from Wheaton and continuing 
her education. 

Gordon-Roth's talk was part of the philos

ophy department's annual lecture series that 

invites scholars to Wheaton to present i sues 

that are relevant and interesting to current 
students. 

"We were particularly pleased to be able 

to invite Prof. Gordon-Roth this year, since 

she is an alumna of Wheaton philosophy de

partment;' said Professor Kendrick. Locke is 

frequently taught in Wheaton cour cs, so her 

work is relevant to what students have been 

learning in class. 

The event was sponsored by the Philoso

phy Department and Phi Beta Kappa chapter 

at Wheaton. 
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Kirkpatrick '17: Youthful cynicism in politics 
BY GRACE KIRKPATRICK '17 
WIRE STAFF 

Early Tuesday morning, as it be

came clear that the government 

wa going to shut down, my 

roommate and I were talking about poli 

tic and the state of the world in general. 

Other than the fact that this was a slight

ly heavy discussion topic for the middle 

of the night, I realized that we did not 

sound like eighteen-year-olds looking 

forward to our futures; rather our level 

of disillu ionment was more suited to a 

roomful of retirees. Further amplifying 

the seriousnes of our conversation was 

the knowledge that our opinions arc too 

commonly held by other young adults: 

our generation is too frequently embrac-

Trustees, in 2033 (before most of us 

can even consider retiring), the So 

cial Security surplus will be depleted, 

greatly jeopardizing the institution's 

future viability. We cannot wait pre

cious years for meaningful research 

projects on climate change to be 

funded. If limits are not enforced on 

carbon emissions, then the Earth's 

temperature could rise by a potential 

6.1 degrees Fahrenheit and cost the 

world 2.8 percent of G.D.P. in 2095 

(New York Times). We cannot wait 

for Congress to eventually make 

tangible progress of the laundry list 

of issues facing twenty-first century 

America. 

ing a go pel of cynicism. The government shutdown has led to today's youth 

Government and politics have long questioning their role in our political system. 

As 1 read the words of Republi

can Representative Raul Labrador 

of Idaho, "We can al vays win" (in 

regards to the defunding of Obam

acarc), I was deeply disturbed by his 

use of the words "we" and "win." His 
been words sullied by their association 

With corruption and favoritism. l owcv

er, recently the American public has given 

government the connotation of ineffectivc

nes , and justifiably so, as thi Congres · has 

Perennially allowed partisan ties to trump 

the task at hand. In thi year alone, there 

has been the automatic sequestration - a 

measure that was attached in order to en

sure legislative action- and now the actual 

shutdown of the government (the first time 

a hutdown has occurred since 1996). 

. Witnessing such dysfunction and grow

ing up to the refrains of skeptical adults, our 

generation is in great peril of succumbing 
10 political complacency. We cannot accept 

that our government exists in a "broken" 

state, that inaction is the new norm. ln fact, 

it is imperative that the millennial genera

tion does not wait to assume the trite role 

of "the leaders of tomorrow:' as our very 

futures are being decided (or ignored) pres-

ently. 
We cannot wait. We cannot wait as Con-

gre s holds hostage the wages of millions 

of federal employees, many of whom were 

also negatively impacted by the sequester 

cuts, as they continue to play chicken on 

Capitol Hill. We cannot wait a legislators 

drag their heels on Social Security reform, 

particuJarly because fewer companies of

fer pension programs lo their employees. 

According to the Social ecurity Board of 

"we" refers to the Conservatives of the Re

publican Party, when it should refer to "we 

the people of the United States:• llis "win" 

refers to nixing the Affordable Care Act, 

when it should refer to guaranteeing the 

greatesl level of prosperity for the general 

populace. We, the people, have the right to 

a government that functions, and though 

that is not the ca e at the present moment, 

we at least have the right to express our dis

sent. After all, the demise of a democracy is 

not that there is a multitude of answers to a 

single problem, but rather that there is not 

a single answer to a multitude of problems. 
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Poetry reading 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

As the collection llf pk.:i.:s slowly 

moved away from the concept of lime 

and its passing. it began to focus more 

on life lessons. first with Ahl's "I ssons 

on Dance;· whidi dcsaibcd th,: move

ment and pre.:ismn hehmd arious 

forms of d,lllC<'. to Yannone·s ~Drinking 

Le:sons,'' whi ·h shifted to a much more 

serious tone on drinking ,md r,1cism in 

society. 

Ahl explained that upon rccci ·ing 

this po~·m from Yannone, sh<' did not 

h10w how to respond for a long time. 

U'1his was the largest gap bdwc n po

ems alter ["Drinking I e~~uns"] bn<lc.>cl 

in my inbox. And [my r~ plln. e] frels 

insubstantial;· Ahl said. • Hut w,: mad,: 

.in agreement when we startl·d. We aren't 

going for l'diting right now. Wc'ri.: going 

for twn weeks between pot.!ms, and you 

S<'nd what you'w got:· 

Ahl responded with "Diva 1 e~sons:• 

and Yannone closed v·ith the l,1 ·t poem 

in the collection to dak, entitled "I ost 

Lake.' 

After the r<'ading and conversation, 

Yannone and Ahl cmphasiz1.--d the im

portance of not only po try, but . pecifi

cally response poetry. 

"How many of us read a pu m, and 

fod that poem, then fed compelled to 

respond to lhat poem?" Yannone said. 

"It's not unnatural to just be m conver

sation all the time. I think that's "hat 

poetry provides us. And as,\ l.'.ulture, we 
need poetry." 

Morton '14: New Steam system changes play for gamers 
lated by two major parties, 

those who play console 

games and those who play 

computer games. Though 

both parties play and enjoy 

games, both play games in 

very different ways and of

ten with a different mind-

set. Though it is not true in 

all examples, console gam

ing is often seen as gam

COURTESY OF HYPEBEAST.COM ing for the "casual player", 

The recently introduced steam controller from Valve Corportation while computer gaming is 
___ :...._ ________________ for more involved gamers. 

By KEVIN MORTON '14 A few years ago, Valve began the pro-

WIRE STAFF cess of bridging this divide with their 

Last week the video game behemoth 

VaJve Corporation made three huge an

nouncements that can make massive 

changes in current gaming culture. As it 
stands right now gaming culture is popu-

program called Steam, which allowed for 

easy, affordable access to games on com

puters. This aJlowed for the more casual 

gamers from consoles to cross over and 

play computer games. A major issue was 

still present with this: console gaming was 

reliable. Consumers could buy a console 

for a few hundred dollars and it would last 

for six years playing all the new blockbust

er titles, while computer gaming has such 

rapidly growing technology that it often 

costs too much time and money to stay up 

to date. 

Once again Valve seems to have come 

to the rescue with their three latest an

nouncements: the Steam OS, Steam Ma

chine and team Controller. Together, they 

make something that is ultimately simple 

but revolutionary to the culture. Simply 

put, the Steam Machine is a console that 

plays computer games running on the 

new operating system Steam OS. This cre

ates the simplicity of playing games on a 

television and combines it with the wide 

array of games that are currently only 

available to play on a computer. Games 

can be played with either a keyboard and 

mouse, or the new Steam Controller, de-

pending on what kind of g,1me and the 

comfort level of the player. 

1hough we don't have a price point 

yet, thi news has the potential to chang 

hmv gamers look at this divide. Computer 

gaming can become more welcoming to 

different types of gamer . The casual audi

ence will now have access to more choices, 

while the com.puter gamer will benefit 

from additional simplicity and comfort. In 

addition, both the Steam Machine and the 

Steam Controller are customizable, allow

ing gamer to literally build their experi

ence. Neither are required to customize o 

for the "lay player" they can just buy the 

Steam Machine and play it with no com

plication; while the most in c ted player 

can build, take apart, and customize to 

their heart' content. 

More than anything, this news is a 

game changer, giving a whole new way to 

play while stil1 being very accessible. 
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Sex and 
the Dimple 

BY GALINA SMITH '16 
FOR THE WIRE 

C
hance are, if you're a sexually 
active person with a vagina, 
you've experienced a queef 

before. It's one of those things that fills 
you with dread the second it happens. 
You hope beyond all hope that your 
partner doesn't notice, but if they do, 
you're stuck in limbo between decid• 
ing to acknowledge it or let it slide. 

For those of you who ha,·e no idea 
what I'm talking about, que fing is the 
onomatopoeic term for "vaginal flatu
lence," or the expulsion of air from 
the vagina. I use quotations armmd 
the term because it can be misleading; 
flatulence leads us to belie\'e that there 
is waste gas involved, but this is not the 
case with qw:efing. Because no meth
ane is involved, there's no odor associ
ated with queefing-howewr, if you've 
queefcd and notice an odor, it may be a 

good idea to ~eek medical attention
there could be problem~ larger than 
embarrassment at hand. 

Air do~n't just hang out in your 
\'agina, waiting to ruin your ~,exual 
experience. More often than not, an 
object entering the vagina is what puts 
the air up there in the first place. rn a 
way, if anyone ever tried to blame you 
frlr queefing, you could turn the argu· 
ment around onto the person doing 
the penetrating (I know, not a good 
enough reason to use the word ''pen
etrat1::") becau~c quecfing is as natural 
a process as the one that most often 
begets it: sexu,11 interrnursc. 

Most of the time, queefing hap
pens in the bedroom due to the use of 
certain sexual positions (doggy style, 
anrone?) or while changing positions. 
However, it can sometimes be caused 
by exercise that involved a lot of 
stretching, as wdl as things like child
birth. lf you'r-e someone who really 
can't stomach the thought of queefing, 
kegel exercises can be beneficial, as 
wdl as using mor,e lubrication during 
sex lo reduce the accumulation of air 
in the vagina. 

O\-erall, I think most people can 
agree that queefing isn't the sexiest 
event in be<l, but it's certainly noth
ing to be ashamed of. If your partner 
is shaming you for queefing (which 
you cant control) then kindly remind 
them of the mechanics, and that the 
onus is, in part, on them. If they're 
still not cool with this, it may be time 
to find a new partner. Qul'cfing is an 
unavoidable part of sex-so unless you 
want to give that up, the sooner you 
embrace queefing, the better. 

FEATURES 

New snacks, popularity for 
this year at the Lyon's Den 

Potluck will 
fund refugees 
BY CHLOE URBANCZVK '17 
WIRE STAFF 

A
s many students have heard 
already, especially those par
ticipating in dubs, on Oct. 19 

there will be a potluck meal geared 
towards raising money for Syrian 
refugees living in a UNHCR Zaatari 
refugee camp in Jordan. The idea 
stemmed from the Model United Na
tions dub at Wheaton, specifically Ju· 
lian Spector '14. 

1be money raised will be sent to 
the Zaatari Refugee Camp, the larg
est refugee camp in Jordan, which is 
home to an estimated 144,000 refu
gees. TI1e potluck itself is still a work 
in progress, but those involved in the 
project have high hopes for it. 

PHOTO CREDIT: THE LYONS DEN 

Baristas Sophie Howard '14 and Zach MarJay-Wright '16 in the Lyon's Den. 

Ideally, Model U.N. wishes to 
have around 600 students attend the 
event. 'I hey plan to secure several 
performances for the students that 
are sure to be entertaining. Student 
groups like iSpeak, one of the a capel
la groups,and several student bands 
have already confirmed that they will 
be performing. A variety of clubs and 
houses have been working together to 
provide a variety of cultural foods for 
the event. 

BY AMANDA SURRETTE '14 
FOR THE WIRE 

0 
11 weeknights, when the Balfour 
Hood Cafe w:inds down and the Da

vis Spencer Cafe has already closed, 
or on weekends when neither cafe is open 
at all, students may {eel at a loss when they 
are looking for a late night snack. Luckily for 
them, the Lyon's Den is open for business un

til at least midnight every day of the week. 
Located on Taunton Avenue near the head

quarters of Public Safety, the student-run cof
fee shop offers a wide range of drinks, desserts 
and snacks. ]n addition to the array of menu 
items, the Lyon's Den offers a laid-back, cozy 
atmosphere. Occasionally, it hosts events such 
as dances, open-mic nights and showcases for 
those who seek entertainment. 

Though it may be a bit out of the way for 
most, students who have yet to visit the Den 
would be smart to give it a try. Even those who 
have visited in pr,evious years might benefit 
from another look, as the Den has recently 
gone under some changes for the new school 
year. This year, the Lyon's Den is managed by 
Emily Swalec '14, Stuart Made-an '15 and Ella 
Hayslett '16. 

Many members of the Den's staff have no
ticed that more students stop by than in previ
ous semesters. Swalec remarked that she had 
"definitely noticed a surge in the Den's popu
larity, especially with an influx of first-yei,,r 
students!" The increase in popularity may 
partly be due to conscious efforts made by the 
Den's management and staff. 

Swalec mentioned that the Den has made 
changes to their menu in order to streamline 
the b'usiness. "Rather than offering a lot of 
food options, we've tried to focus on the most 
popular food items such as pita, vegan nug-

gets, cookies, and brownies, and expand on 
the drink side of things with more flavors and 
specialty drinks;• she said. 

Despite its consolidation, the new menu 
has ample mom for customer experimenta
tion. Seasonal flavor shots like gingerbread, 
for example, can be added to drinks for change 
in the usual beverage selections. 

Other than Model U.N., clubs in
volved in the potluck include J Street, 
Aftertaste, Interfaith Alliance, Middle 
East Club, Latino Student Associa-

Den barista Wilson Sadowski '16 has also 
noticed a particular increase in turnout to 
open-mic events, which are hosted every 
other Wednesday. Sadowski is working with 

lion and Amnesty International. The 
Maclean to further increase ope11-mic turnout 

houses taklng part include Davis 
thrm1gh social media. "Me and Stu a11e trying House, Ecco House, T.WA.P. House, 
to film one act for every open-mic and put it Peace House, B.E.A.R.S. House, Out-
on YouTube;• Sadowski explained. doors House, and Renaissance House. 

Although Swalec said a Den Youtube chan- Freshmen may be especially mo-
nel has yet to be established, intereSted stu- tivated to go, as the organizers of the 
dents can tum to the Den's Facebook page to potluck have gotten in touch with 
view previous open-mic performances. The some of the First Year Sentinar profes
Facebook page is also a convenient place for sors, requesting extra credit for their 
keeping a look out for other upcoming events. students should for attendance. 1lle 

Maclean has been thinking of having a • potluck is sure to be a fun event, and 
classic movie night on the Wednesdays in 'I others wiJI benefit from students' ef
between open-m.ic nights. He also said that .1 forts to support refugees. Spector says 
the Den is malting an effort to invite more · that ideally, he would like to encour
musicians to perform live shows as well. The age athletes to take part as well , con
expansion of the Den's variety in plann ing sidering that a large number of clubs 
events is aimed towards appealing to more and the students involved in them are 
kinds of students. already taking part. 

Along with other staff members, Hayslett The potluck is still a work in prog-
remarked, "We ar,e always looking for ways to ress, and although it is sure to be 
bring more people in to the Den and let the promising, some decisions are yet to 
whole campus community know how gn!at i.t be made. Two of the most pressing 

is~~ 

"The Den isn't for one type of person;' 
Maclean said. "We're a coffee shop, and who 
doesn't miss their local coffee shop?" Luckily 
for Wheaton students, with the Lyon's Den 
just around the comer, no one needs to miss 
their local coffee shop for too long. 

matters arc a name for the event and a 
location to hold it in. It has been dif
ficult for the event's planners to find ,1 

weather-friendly space that can hold 
the expected number of attendees. 

Tickets will be $5 per person and 
sold ahead of time and at the door. 
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Wheaton College welcomes two new faculty members 
BY RACHEL BLANCHARD '14 

SENIOR STAFF 

This year, Wheaton faculty and students welcome 

Kelly Goff and Patrick Johnson to the college 

community. Professor Johnson is the instructor 
for both the film production and screenwriting classes, 

previou ly taught by Jake Mahaffy. Johnson hails from 

New Hampshire and graduated from Vassar College with 

a degree in film. He attended Boston University for his 

~FA and remained there a a Professor for beginning and 
intermediate film production. Addition.1lly, Johnson spent 

lime at Tufts University where he taught new media along 

Wi th variou hybrid courses. 
Besides teaching, Johnson makes his own films, which 

he de cribed as "a one-man band operation." Johnson 

~ounts Wes Anderson's "Moonrise Kingdom" and Paul 

fhornas Anderson's "'!here Will Be Blood" among his fa
vorite movies, but noted, "l don't consider myself a film 

snob. I don't 111111d seeing the Avengers. I love everything. 
1 consider film as an art form ." Other th,in teaching at 

Wheaton, he spends time at his home in Somerville with 

his family, including his two children. Johnson already 

has film production and a documentary storytelling class 

lined up for this spring. 
Professor Goff is teaching studio art classes, including 

drawing, sculpture, and three-dimensional design. Goff 

attended New College of Florida for a degree in visual arts, 

afterwards attending Rhode Island School of Design for 

his graduate degree in fine arts. He has previously taught 

at Salve Regina University, Rhode Island School of Design, 

Massachusetts College of Art and Design, and is also cur

rently a lecturer at MIT. Although he is well established in 
New England, Goff is originally from Curacao, an island in 

the Caribbean. '!he official language of the island is Dutch, 

but Goff learned more than just Dutch in his childhood. 

He speaks English, Spanish, Dutch, and Papiamento. "I 

spoke Papiamento with my friends and J learned Spanish 

from television because the only few channels we had were 

in Spanish:' said Goff 
When it comes to makmg his own art, Goff explained, 

"I get inspired by objects that look abandoned, like under 

a highway pass or by a mall dumpster, where objects are 

in some state of decay:· He expressed how there are many 

different materials that can be used for sculpture, some of 

which range from the classic clay to contemporary mate

rials. ln his spare time, Giff works in the studio, attends 

shows, reads critical theories about art, and builds furni
ture. Thi spring he will be teaching three-dimensional de

sign again along with sculpture. 

COURTESY OF WHEATONCOLLEGE.EDU 

Left: Patrick Johnon. Right: Kelly Goff 

Expand your learning beyond class with Make Spaces 
BY ERIN COTTON '16 

FOR THE WIRE 

C
ome one come all to Wheaton College's Maker 

Space, the WHALE Lab, located in the Science 

Center room I 340! Wheaton's MakerSpace is full 

of e9uipment for projects and prototyping, from designing 

intelligent robots, to making chainmaillc, and building the 

next Faccbook! 

l he WHALE Lab, which is an acryonym for Wheaton 

Autonomous Learn111g Lab, is full of robots, computers, 

tools, and sp,1cc to facilitate the requirements of students, 

Slaff, and faculty with their research and project needs. Stu 

dents can learn how to use the equipment safely with the 

help of student mentors and faculty. 
In addition to WHALE is the FibcrSpacc, located in the 

Science Center, room 233. Lauren Slingluff, Social Sciences 

Liaison for LIS and I·irst Year Seminar Coordinator, runs the 

Weekl 
Y ICOLE LABRESH '17, FOR THE IRE 

space. '[he fiberSpacc is open on hidays from 2:00 

p.m. to 4:00 p.m., but the pace is open to trained 

campus members throughout the day. 
"'lhe space has materials for scrapbooking, knit

ting and crocheting, as well as three sewing ma

chines, a serger, and an embroidery machine. 'lhere 

arc pattern books as well as a number of reference 

resources on topics from bookmaking to e textiles;· 

Slingluff explained." ln addition to items for working 

with traditional textile. , there is a variety of conduc

tive textiles (these carry a charge and can be used to 

make a circuit) along with small, easily programmed 

computers known as arduinos:· 

Interested members of the Wheaton community 

arc welcome in these spaces, even if their creations arc not 

made for academic purposes. Other makerspaccs on cam

pus include iLab, Science Center 13-18, csLab, Science Cen 

tcr 1315, and the Machine Shop, Science enter 258. 

s 

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF WHEATONCOLLEGE.EDU 

If you want to know about upcoming events in c1lhl·r the 

WHALf lab or the fibcrSpacc follow @W_H_A_L_E on 

Twitter or like "WHALE Lab" on Facebook. 



8 Wednesday, October 9, 2013 SPORTS 

Lyons honored with Hall of Fame induction 
Inaugural c ass credits Wheaton for countless opportunities 

BY MATTHEW BOND '14 
SPORTS EDITOR 

0 
n Friday, Oct 4, Emerson Din 

ing Hall plared host to the 

inaugural Wheaton College 
Athletics Yowell Hall of Fame induction 

ceremony. ·n1e physical display is lo

cated in the Haas Athletic Center, where 

you can find plaque honoring ,even 

former Wheaton athletes, along with 

tenni~ coach Lynn Miller, former Execu• 

the Director of Athletics Chad Yowell, 

and the 1983 field hocker team. 

but that Wheaton made it possible 

for her to be the first in her family to 

attend college. 

Chris Denorfia '02 went further 

than anyone in the history of Whea

ton Athletics, being drafted by the 

Cincinnati Reds in 2002, and even

tually playing professional baseball 

with the organization. Now an es 

tablished member of the San Diego 

Padres starting outfield, Denorlia 

recognized the incredible work put 

in by Coach Eric Podbelski to mold 

his baseball career. 
1he ceremony began with gredings COURTESY OF WHEATON COLLEGE ATHLETICS "I just hope that everyone here is 

as proud of this program and of this 

co.1ch as I was honored to be a part of 
it. .. l would not be here without you''. 

from President Ronald A. Crutcher, Chris Denorfia '02, Chad Yowell, and Amber James '04 were inducted into the Yowell Hall of Fame. 

Alumnac/i Association President Jane 

Martin '74, and Director of Athletic, and 

Recreation John Suty,1k '00. Each inductee 

was \\elcomed to the stage, sharing stories 

that led to their induction, beginning with 

the 1983 women\ field hockey team. 

Head Coach Debi Field '70 led the 
women to the first-ever NCAA Tourna

ment berth in Wheaton College hi ·tory. 
Along the way, these Lyons earned a 12-2 

record and managed a postseason win. 

Men and women's tennis coach Lynn 

liller was the first individual honored for 

the hard work she has contributed to the 

Wheaton athletic program over the last 

33 years. She believes he has been able to 

stay at \Vheaton for so long because of the 

amazing student-athletes she has worked 

with, but cites the upcoming years as being 
her last. 

One of the pioneers of Wheaton athlet-

ics, Ju-

dith Alper Smith '57, was honored for her 

work in tennis as well. ' till playing in the 

women's 75 and over tournaments, Smith 

shared her future goals in tennis. 
'Tm hoping to get a top national rank

ing when l'm 80. 'Ille top four women in 

the United States get to play to represent 

the U.S. in international competition, so 

I'm going to go for it!" 

Deborah Simourian Jamgochian '76 

won many golf tournaments in her time at 

Wheaton, despite the school not having a 

golf team. Jamgochian shared the story of 

when she searching for a college to go to at 

the ceremony. 

"My father had always told me that I 

would attend the school with the best edu-

cation, not the best golf program". Whea

ton provided the ideal education while al

lowing Jamgochian to find success on the 

links against some of the most competitive 

opponents across the country. 

Ann Zarchen Knoblock '81 was a two

~port athlete at Wheaton, becoming the 

first Wheaton basketball player to score 

1000 career points while also being a final

ist in the /1.lassachusetts Association of In

tercollegiate Athletics for Women Tennis 

Championship that year. 

Janet Kelly '86 was a leader on the J 983 

field hockey team, and was inducted into 

the Yowell Hall of fame as an individual 

work on defense, while also holding re

cords for her work in lacrosse. 

"When I first got the news that there 

was a Hall of Fame at Wheaton", said Kelly, 

"I thought, an academic Hall of Fame? lo 

never be a part of that:' 

Kim Sears '00 also played field hockey at 

Wheaton, but was better known for being 

one of the most feared hitters and pitch

ers in the history of the softball program. 

Sears talked about the struggle to find a 

college that would fit her financial needs, 

Perhaps the most dominate athlete in 

the history of Wheaton athletJCs, Amber 

James '04 wa · a 17-time NCAA National 

Champion and 24 time All American 

with the track and fiel<l team, and was 

named the greatest female athlete in the 

25-year history of indoor track and field. 

lhe final inductee of the evening was 

Chad Yowell, the former executive direc

tor of athletics, and the founding father of 

men' athletics at Wheaton as the college 

went coeducational when Yowell tarted 

in 1988. He closed out the night with high 

praise for the inaugural class, and advice 
for everyone. 

"Do not forget your history. You have 
an amazing history, both as a women's col

lege, and as a co-ed institution. Don't for
get your history:• 

REcENT RP.sULTS 

Men's Soccer Holllecollling features Nordin Field ceremonies 
10/5 W 2-0 @ Babson 

Women's Soccer 
10/5 W 1-0@ Wet stey 

Women's Tennis 
10/5 l 8-1 vs IT 

Fleld Hockey 
10/5 l 4 0vs Spri d 

EX r HoMt: G MES 

M n'sSoccer 
10 12 Ml 12 

Women's Soccer 
10 12Sp d2pm 

Women's Tenn·s 
10 12Ca 1 rn 

Women's Vo yb 
10/10 MfT7p 

BY MATTHEW BOND '14 
SPORTS EDITOR 

Homecoming Weekend 

included game across 

all of Wheaton athletics, 

but the big weekend was highlight

ed by the official dedication of the 

Diane C. ordin '80 Athletic Field 

before the women's field hockey 

team took on Springfield. 

1he ribbon cutting ceremony 

included Diane C. Nordin '80, who 

made a k y donation to help fund 

the Nordin Field that is regularly 

hosting various Wheaton athletic 

teams. The fiel~ is located behind 

the Haas Athletic Center, and in

cludes ideal lighting for night 

games and a scoreboard that func-

tions appropriately for the field 

hockey, soccer, lacrosse, and rugby 

teams. 

Unfortunately, the field hockey 

for an early 2-0 lead. Springfield 

would tack on two more goals, as 

the Lyons fell to 4-8 on the season. 

The field hockey team started 

out strong with wins three of their 

first four games, but a six-game 

losing streak in which they were 

outscored 28-5 derailed their sea-

son. 

The Lyons will play two more 

regular season games on Nordin 

Field, coming on Oct 22 against 

Babson, and against WPI on Oct 

26. 

COURTESY OF WHEATON COLLEGE The loss to Springfield wa. the 

team suffered a 4-0 lo s to Spring

field, who came out of the gate 

strong, continuously attacking 

goalkeeper Ellie Massengill '14 

first of five consecutive games the 

Lyons will play in-conference, 

giving them a chance to make up 

ground in the standings. 


