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Town hall-style meetings connect students and faculty 

BY ALI LYNCH '16 
FOR THE WIRE 

Last week, students gathered to 

hear several on campus a cappella 

groups sing for the first time with 

their new members during the tradition 

every Wheaton student knows as "Slype:· 

Shortly after VUJ began their set, Pub

lic Safety started forcing people off the 

street, creating an awkward atmosphere 

throughout the crowd. As VUJ moved 

into the Everett Courtyard mid-set, stu

dents were confu ed and annoyed. 

This incident, and others like it, caused 

students to hold two town hall meetings, 

one open only to students, the other with 

a panel of faculty to an wer questions and 

clarify rules and policies. Emails were 

cnt out stating the meeting's date and 

its purpose: to allow students to connect 

with faculty about what the rule were 

and to state their opinions. 

1he first meeting was held on Monday, 

Feb. 9, and close to 40 . tudents came to 

express their concerns for the adminis

tration to hear. Respect, communication, 

trust, and community were the main 

themes of the gathering, with many stu

dents articulating concerns with the way 
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Public Safety officers have been treating 

individuals. [n many cases, students have 

felt disrespected by Public Safety when 

they break up a party or address a diffi

cult situation. There were a number of ex

amples of officers entered houses without 

warning, which raised questions regard

ing invasion of privacy. 
One student discussed an incident 

when Public Safety entered their house 

without notice or announcement. The of

ficer walked in, looked around, and then 

proceeded to walk out without a word to 

the residents of the house. This kind of 

situation cau es not just the residents of 

that house, but the entire student body, to 

question the intention of Public afety 

and how much resp ct they have for stu

dents. 
Respect was a topic that was brought 

up multiple times at both town hall meet

ing . 1 he mutual feeling of respect be

tween students and Public Safety officers 

has diminished over the past few years, 

as older students explained during both 

metings. One senior stated, "I used to tell 

people that Public Safety was one of the 

things I liked about Wheaton;' and many 

others agreed. 
Another student shared a story about 

Visit our website! 

Students gathered in Hindle Auditorium last Wednesday to ask questions and 

share ideas with administration. 

his anxiety around P.$. He was driving 

on Howard Street, and he recognized a 

Public Safety car. His initial reaction was 

to ask himself, 'run l doing something 

wrong?" Th.is, he said, "shouldn't be my 

thought process when I see P.S." 

The feelings of antipathy and tension 

have increased, and students and faculty 

alike arc struggling to mediate the situa

tion o everyone is on the same page. 
On the Wheaton website, there is a 

clear description of the training that Public 
afety officers undertake before becoming 

an officer. This training, and the extent lo 
which it is a tually enforced, was a topic of 
discussion at the second town hall meet 
ing. One student directed a comment 
about the training toward the Director of 
Public Safety Charles Furgal. The student 
questioned whether officers had any pe

cific training m not only the basics uch a, 
E ff/CPR training and fire safety, but ad
ditional measures such as by~tander train
ing and grie ance support. Furgal began by 
explaining the officer training procedure, 
but after a quick, sharp response from the 
student, he amended his statement by say
mg, "The training isn't good enough." 

Quote of the Week: 
kThey always say time changes things, but 

you actually have to change them yourself." 

-J\ndy Warhol 

Jn the crowded Hindle Auditorium, 
President Crutcher opened the discus

sion with a few words on the subjects of a 
holistic, fun community and social duca

tion. Dean of Students Lee Willfams fol
lowed by sharing her feeling on the issues 
discussed at the first meeting. The faculty 
had a sheet of notes explaining what stu
dents had talked about tonday night. 
"What I do, I do on behalf of the college," 
said Dean Williams. 

In addition to President Crutcher and 
Dean Williams, the faculty panel also in

cluded Associate Dean of , tudents and 
Director of Residential Life Kate McCaf
frey, and Vice President of Finance and 
Administration Brian Douglas. A pomt 

made by the member of the farnlty on 
the panel throughout the entire discus
sion was that many rules and restriction 

enforced by the college must be enforced 
at the current level of intensity due to fed 
eral law. The , chool is responsible for each 
and every one of its students, and the)' will 
receive har her punishments if they violate 
these laws. 

CONT'D ON PAGE FOUR 

Weather 
Wednesday: 44 Few Showers 

Thursday: 43° Mostly Cloudy 

Fnday: 52° Showers 
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LEITER FROM THE 

EDITOR 

As Thomas Holmes pointed out 

in uur paper this week, Michael Sam 
will. in all Ii dihoo<l, become the 

firs openly gay football phlyer to be 
drafted into the , 'ational Football 
League. 

1his isn't the type of story that 

needs a drawn out lede or a hyper
bulic introduction. It is a milestone 
that stand on its own. Through 

the haze of the talking heads and 
through all of the uncertainty that 
typically surrounds the Nl;L draft 

proce ·s, one thing h dear: Michael 

Sam is a brave man, and a, he con

tinues his quest to play professional 

football, I will ccrtainlr he rooting 

for him every :..tep of the way. 
Sam announced th.,L he is op nly 

gay on la t Sunday\ epi ode of R(•
htrhi the Li11es on ESPN. Since then. 
tlw intanct has lit up with response. 
and tho~e n: -pon ·es haVl· run the 
g,,mut. Public figure~ both within 

and out. i<lc of the fi.1otb,1II world 
have i:ome out to ~upport Sam, while 

athlete:-. like Jonathan Vilma have 

voiced concerns about having a gay 

man m an NFL locker room. Some 
Nl:L executive, who have (conve

niently) chosen to remain anony

mous have said that they expect 

Sam's draft stock to tumble. Sam's 

own father has annl)unced that he 

is struggling mightily with his son's 

sexu,1lity. 

i\fea,m hilc, Sam still has to deal 

with all of the build up of the fl, 

Draft: the 40-yard-Ja.,h timing cx

travaga111.a that i · the I l·L Combine, 
the cxhau. ting and exhaustive inter
view:.. from ·,outs, the draft pundits 
and their too-intlucntial opinions. 

All of that, though, is largely incom
parable to having to answer to scouts 
,, ho say that the'', 'FI. isn't ready for 

a gay player." 
In short, I\c got news for the 

people who've said that: too b,,d. 

Gues. what? It doesn't m,1tter if the 

NFL is "re.,dy': becau~c keeping .1i
chael :am out ol the league b,.:c.n1sl' 

he\ gar is highly di criminatory an<l 
~\ ill not ,tand unpuni ·hed. Second, 
, 1Jchael Sam , ·ill not be stopped. 

}fr\ too good, loo determined, too 

fo u ed and too strong to take no for 
,tn ans,\er--much ,tronger. in fact, 

th.m people hke th' "anonymous 
Nl·L l'Xecut1ves" who have hidden 

behmd their dose-minded words. 

-Ale 

COMMENTARY/ NEWS 

More than the games: The Sochi Olympics' big prob em 
BY RORY SKEHAN '15 
NEWS EDITOR 

W ith the opening of the Winter 

Olympics this past weekend. 

everyone is talking about So

chi. The only problem? The majority of 

attention has not been directed towards 

the events, but towards the city and coun

try hosting the games. Of course, athletes 

and their respective sports will soon take 

over the headlines, but there were numer

ous unanswered questions leading up to 

the games: Will the city be prepared? Will 

security be up to standards? Will Sochi be 

able to pull this off? 

As athletes, journalists and visitors 

have trickled in to their hotels before the 

beginning of the games, we have seen an 

influx of pictures and stories about these 

hotels, and many of them are going viral. 

Unfortunately, most of this extra attention 

is negative. 

Reporters have complained about 

rooms with no electricity, cramped con

ditions, water the color of gold medals, 

and undergoing construction as athletes 

and pres arrive. A U.S. bobsled athlete 

was locked in his bathroom, and had to 

de troy the door to escape. 6'9" Bruins 

captain Zdeno Chara, representing Slova

kia, is reportedly sleeping with a stool at 

the end of his bed to accommodate for hi 

height. Despite spending 51 billion dol

lars, the most ever spent on the Olympic 

Games, Sochi does not seem to be ready 

for the spotlight. 

There is also a problem with stray dogs 

roaming the city. There have been mul

tiple children bitten, and one dog even 

decided to join in with the rehearsals for 

the opening ceremony. 1he city has hired 

a "pest-control" firm to handle the prob

lem, who then promptly released a report 

stating they would assist in the "catching 

and disposal" of the dogs. concerning ani

mal lovers and advocates internationally. 

To further complicate the situation So

chi currently faces, the Olympics alway 

come with an added security risk. It seems 

like, in the run up to every games, security 

is constantly scrutinized and debated. Just 

two years ago. London was dealing with 

the same high tension of having aU the. 

nations of the world in one city. Luckily, 

the games came and went in peace. The 

Russian government has stressed that So

chi is as secure as London, ew York, or 

other large cities. However, this year, U.S. 

officials have been on high alert, citing a 

number of"specific threats" that are being 

investigated. Two Austrian athletes were 

COURTESY OF NYPOST.COM 
Unclean water and stray dogs are among the issues being spotlighted by olympic cover· 
age. 

even sent a threatening letter just days be

fore the games. 

Of course, the most conversation and 
controversy about Sochi surrounds the 

anti-gay law that Russia put into action last 

year. This has been a topic of discussion 
for many months leading up to the games, 
and it continues as they begin. President 

of Russia Vladimir Putin signed into law 

a ban on pro-gay propaganda, citing the 
need to protect minors from a "distorted 

understanding" that same-sex relation
ships are equal to heterosexual ones. Not 

surprisingly, Rus ia and Putin in particular 

have faced backla h from multiple nations 

including the United States and England, 

as well as corporations like McDonalds 

and AT&T (who happens to be a sponsor 
of the United States Olympic Committee). 

Google has also protested by making its 

home page doodle rainbow-colored. 
Putin attempted to respond to the out

rage and protests by reas uring any poten
tial gay visitors that, "One can feel calm and 

at ease. Just leave kids alone plea e." 
Additionally, he repeatedly stated that 

there are no laws against homosexuality. 

The ban is simply a propaganda aimed to

wards children. Less than a week after sign
ing that law, Putin also signed a law that 

forbids the adoption of Rus ian children 

by same-sex couples. Essentially, Putin's 

so called concern for the children means 

he would rather have them remain orphans 
than be raised by a same-sex couple. 

Numerous protests occurred in response 
to the new law and athletes from many dif

ferent countries have expressed their sup
port for gay rights. U.S. President Barack 
Obama made hi position quite clear by 
selecting a number of openly gay former 
athletes to be included in the American 
delegation to the opening ceremony, while 
choosing not to personally attend. 

"There is no doubt we wanted to make it 

very clear that we do not abide bf discrimi-

nation in anything, including discrimina
tion on the basis of sexual orientation:• said 
Obama. 

Putin's stance on gay right is not the 

only is uc that caused a controversy for 
Russia's Olympic run. Two years ago, three 

member of the music group Pussy Riot 
were jailed for an anti-Putin protest outside 
a Russian church. Now two of the activists, 

Maria Alyokhina and Nadezhda Tolokon

nikova, are touring New York, appearing 

on The Colbert Report and alongside singer 

Madonna in concert. In response, six other 
members of the group have recently "dis

owned" the pair, aying that the two activ

ists lost sight of the group's purpose. An

other group, t.A.Tu., a Russian pop-duo, 
are performing at the opening ceremonies. 
Apparently, the Russian ver ion of their 

name means ''this girl loves that girl': and 
their song lyrics and performances feature 

highly suggestive lesbian behavior, making 
the whole situation more convoluted by the 
minute. 

To sum up the Sochi Olympics so far: 
"Of course members of the LGBT commu

nity are free to come to Sochi! Just don't act 
gay in front of the children, especially or

phans. You can certainly be gay in a private 
hotel room, which has no doorknob, is the 

size of a closet, and may or may not have 

electricity. Oh, and also don't get too at

tached to any of the soon-to-be-euthanized 
stray dogs:• 

Despite all the controversy, it's impor
tant to remember that the Olympics are 

more than just a group of competitions. 

The games are a chance to celebrate diver 
sity and unity among different nations and 
races. So while the conditions, both physi
cal and political. may be controversial, let's 
hope that when the games end, we will be 
talking about the athletes and their achieve
ments in addition to everything else. 
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Woody Allen: Should his crimes diminish his artistic recognition? 
BY JORDANA JOY '17 
COMMENTARY EDITOR 

For more than two decades, the accu
sation of Woody Allen molesting his 
adopted daughter Dylan Farrow was 

swept under the rug, hardly a shadow to his 
success a a film writer, director, and co
median. His work had been acknowledged 
fondly for year\ most recently depicted in 
his winning of the Cecil B. DcMille Award 
at this year's Golden Globes. ot only was 
he and his work recognized by winning the 
award, his Annie Hall companion and co
worker Diane Keaton accepted the award 
for him and gave a robustly positive peech 
on his character, success, and ability to 
write" trong women." Although this award 
Was meant to highlight Allen's career ac
complishments, the obvious di regard for 
his immoral actions resulted in them being 
grabbed by the tail and yanked from under 
their hiding place. And thank God for that. 

also inflicts a very personal 
disrespect for all sexual 
assault survivors. Allen 
is a strong example that 
writing supposedly strong 
female characters and re
specting women as human 
beings are two completely 
different things. To write 
women in the same way 
that we write men (strong, 
personable, diverse, goal
oriented) should not be rare 
enough that we must value 
a child molester for doing 
so. This i , to say the least, 
unsettling commentary on 
American cinema. 

COURTESY OF ABC NEWS.COM 
In the growing light hone upon Al

len's horrendous actions, Dylan Farrow 
publi hed an open letter to the New York 
Times about her traumatic experiences with 
sexual as ault from the young age of seven, 
the extreme lack ofpuni hment that her fa
ther had faced, and the aftermath. Allen has 
disregarded hi daughter's pleas for over 
twenty years, calling the claims "ludicrous" 
and "untrue and disgraceful." ot only 
does Allen' refusal to take responsibility 
for his actions degrade the sufferings of his 
daughter, it also degrades the experiences 
of all sexual as ault survivors. The lack of 
accountability and punishment that Allen 
has faced only makes the situation worse, 
adding to the long Ii t of privileges that puts 
him at the top of the media's accountability 
hierarchy. To hold Allen accountable would 
not demean his intelligence and creative 
ability, but would be overshadowed by hi 
appalling lack of compassion, decency, and 
respect. 

Woody Allen has not 
been the first case of "ge
nius" artists that had hor
rendous pasts that are 
foreseen simply because 
of their contributions to o-
ciety, and he will certainly 

Woody Allen (left) and Dylan Farrow (right). 

Keaton's overwhelming appreciation for 
Allen's "ability" to write "strong women" 

not be the last. The privi-
leges of the few "geniuses", an overwhelm
ing majority of these being white men, ha e 
been so great that the well-being and suffer
ing of other has been overlooked in order 
to preserve their art. There is no excu e for 
being an indecent human being, so why arc 
wc making them now? 

Ultimately, the difficulty to dismiss Al
len's work comes down to a lack of seri
ousness of the oppressions and truggles of 
women, as well as a very thin and vague 
sense of artistic aesthetic and quality. Men 
being punished for committing sexual a • 
sault is, statistically, very rare, and Allen's 
contribution to the art community only 
adds to his societal privileges. This allows 
his work to still be valued while ignoring 
the arti t's opprcs ive and traumatizing ac-

tions. 
1 have tried several times to look at the 

controversy of Woody Allen from both an 
artistic and feminist standpoint. I still don't 

Mia Farrow and Woody Allen with their family. 

understand why I ever have to choose be
tween the potency of quality art and respect 
for women. Don't get me wrong, I have en
joyed several of Allen's film . However, 1 
believe that recognizing his art in general 
(especially for its women) make it even 
more difficult to value and respect women 
and all sexual assault survivors. If we are to 
hold Allen accountable for his action and 

not value hi work. we would lo. c a large 
contribution to and development of film 
and art. 

Yet if this is in order to r1;:spect survivors 
of traumatic event and demean the perse
cutors of these action , i it really e en a 
los at all? 

Miss the town hall me tings la t week? 
S11ggcstio115 for the admini.<tmtion after tlic town hall mn-tirrg~ 

BY BRIAN JENCUNAS '14 / COPY EDITOR 

Effedive policies begin with recognizing reality, and a m1lity of life on colkg · 
campuses is that srndents drink. nsuall)' in large groups and 0f1cn 10 e:cc.-.. This 
is as true today as it wa in lS98, when Princeton University 11icd to ban alcohol 

for a fow. unsw:ccssful years. Wheaton ·s curr nt policy i · only a little bit more reali:.tic 
than Princeton ·s c,·perimcnt. A policy of brcak111g up parties. enforcing ·trict capacit) 
limits. and having rclati\·cly severe. unctions for horn e. that ho. t parties will only ·uc
cecd at making students angry and administrators frustrated. 

In. lead of trying to change behavior that ha n't changed for a ccntuf). Wh aton 
should focus on reducing hann and kccpin' students safe. In an ideal world, stud ntr 
would fct:I comfortable callmg Public Safety for help when people arc in danger, or 
when things htwc gotten out of hand. Tlwy would frcl rnrnfortabk b cause Public ~ak
ty would be there to keep them safe, and there wouldn't b1.: any ncgatm: con. cq111.:n ·e. 
down the road. Student would feel empm\cn:d to reach nnt for help, and Puhli · Sati.:
Ly's beha ior, 'Ottld make them fed like they made thl! right choice. 

This is\\ hat admini trators f cl like they're doing right now.\\ e aren't. dry c mpu . 
and we don't expel studcnts for drinking underage. But what administrators e. ·p ct und 
what students \\ant are fundamentally different, and until that changes. there will be 
unhappine ·sand discontent. Wheaton has one of the worst retention rates of the in. titu
tions we compare oursclws to. Alcohol policy isn't the only reason fi.lr that, but it is a 
reason. Wheaton doesn't need to become Arizona State, but there's a rca<;on p ople here 
don't attend the Wheaton in Illinois. 

Now I don't expect Wheaton to become this Dionysian utopia, but, for the admin
i. trutors present, here arc some more mode t ·ugg tions that could be a start to more 
sensible policies: let :tudcnts rc-gistcr partic. 4X hour.- before they happen. not \\ eeks 
befo,e; huve . pecific, enumerated rc,t. ons why Public Safety would enter a how,e or 
<lom1 room and disperse the people there; loosen capacity limits for housing; and se
vere-I) loosen the extent to which the college disciplinary proccs applies to off-rnmpu 
housing. 

That would be a good start, and I hope at least a fow of those chang . h.-ippcn. 
• 
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The Ukraine crisis: The other games of Olympic proportions 
BY GRACE KIRKPATRICK '17 
WIRE STAFF 

While billion have turned their attention toward 
Sochi, Ru ia for the Winter Olympics, top gov 
ernment official from the European Union, the 

United States, and Russia are focused on the current crisis 
in Ukraine. Though the Cold War has been officially over 
for more than decade, the present diplomatic tactics amongst 
these powers are quite remini cent of that time of ideological 
rivalry. 

to Ukraine. They discussed their personal opinions on the 
current crisi and shared their evaluation of political leaders. 
Rather bluntly, they conferred about Pre ·ident Yanukovych's 

offer to place two opposition leaders Arseniy P. Yat enyuk 
and Vitali Klitschko, into the positions of prime minister 
and deputy prime minister. They approved of the former, 
an economics minister, while they deemed the latter, once 
a heavyweight boxer, ill fit for high governmental office. In 
general, they expressed beliefs that the Russian government 
would try to thwart this proposal. 

In 2013, antigovernment prote ·t originally broke out in 
Kiev, Ukraine after President Viktor Yanukovych failed to 
complete a trade and political deal with the European Union. 
The Russian government apparently influenced Yanukovych's 
deci ion. 

COURTESY Of" NEWS.COM.AU 
Protestors and Ukraine Police clash last November. 

The recordings of this phone call were released to a Ukrai
nian newspaper, reportedly by a Russian official. In addition 
to publicizing this conversation, a Kremlin adviser, Sergei 
Glazyev has accused the U.S. of financially and materially 
supporting the Ukrainian protesters. He claims that the U.S. 
has violated a 1994 agreement by aiding the opposition and 
that Russia would now legally have the right to intercede in 
this conflict. 

The Ukrainian police used force to dispel these demon-
ing system has also lowered Ukraine's sovereign rating from 
B- to CCC, which puts it on par with Jamaica and below the 

status of Egypt and Greece. The national monetary authority 
has even placed a monthly cap on foreign currency purchases 
by Ukraiman firms and individuals. 

trations, which led to greater outrage and more protests di
rected toward political corruption and police brutality. As 
a result of these protests, the dissenters gained control over 

several government headquarters in the center and west of 
Ukraine. Additionally, the prime minister, Mykola A7,arov, 
and his entire cabinet have resigned. Other political rami
fications include the abolishment of a series of Jaws that 
banned public di ent (these laws were originally passed 
when the protests first began) and talks within the Ukraini
an legislative body about amnesty for the protesters and the 
curtailment of the powers granted to the president in 2010. 

The president of krame, however, has made no indication 
that he will resign. 

The Ukrainian government has claimed that the decision 
to not follow through with the EU agreement wa, partially 
due to the economic benefits it believes it would gain through 
strengthening its ties with Russia. President Yanukovych, in 
fact, has traveled to Sochi for the Olympic games, where he is 
to meet with Russian president, Vladimir Putin. Yanukovych 
has quite the agenda to fulfill, as Ru sia discontinued its $15 

billion bailout to Ukraine after the collap c of Azarov's cabi

net. 

There are stories indicating that this right to intercede is 
already being enacted. There are reports that Russian agent 
have kidnapped and tortured protest leaders. One leader in 
particular, Dmytro 13ulatov, ha~ come forward to allege that 
the e agents que tioncd him about link between the pro
testers and the U.S. embassy in Kiev and attempted to cru
cify him. Bulatov said that while undergoing torture, he lied 
to his captors about being an American spy working for the 
CIA. Doctors have verified that Bulatov is mi ing part of 
his right ear, has a deep wound on his left cheek, has ev
eral contusions on his back and arms, and has wounds on his 
hands. His story about the Rus ian agents cannot be con
firmed, however. Compounding this internal dispute in Ukraine are the 

pre ent economic condition . Right now, the Ukrainian 
currency, the hryvnia, ha reached a five year low, with one 

USD being approximately equal to nine hryvnia. Fitch rat-

Russia is also upset over a conversation recorded between 
two American diplomats, evidence for what Russia claim is 

U.S. interference in Ukraine. This four-minute telephone call 
wa between Victoria Nuland, the assistant secretary of state 
for European affairs, and Geoffrey Pyatt, the U.S. ambassador 

Though Russia can temporarily hide behind the excite
ment of Sochi, after the final medal is handed out, it will find 

itself in an ongoing tactical game of international diplomacy. 

TOWN HALL MEETING, CO T'D 
(PAGE I) 

,\fter each m mbcr of the faculty 

rre ented their llPl:lllng takmenb, 
tudcnts ,,er invited to lme up and 
h,ue their quc tion , concerns, and 

opinions. Before long. there was a 
lme of student filling the ai It•~ to ,tr

t1cul,1k their Jud rncnts on Wheaton's 
.,I ohol policie . When the faculty 
h,ircd stories ofh ,Ht breaking deaths 

<luc to heavy alcohol intake, there,, as 

,in immcJiak silence throughout the 
cnmd. A chtlhng amb1an "C \,as C:ht 
over e,ery 111d1vidual Ill th worn as 
the thought of one of their friends los
ing their life due to alcohol er," ed 
their m111d . 

s lcCatfrc) de ribed her ~x
pcn n e losmg , stud nt, he ,1 ked 
th student body ,, hat th<'y hoped 
tu 1 •, vc \Vhcaton \ 1th. A diploma~ 
Fnend r hfe? 1 I mone they , ill 
n '.Cr for,; ·t? l m ahn11t leaving,, 1th 
one le fnend th n y1 u 1m igine I? St
ien c ag,1m filled the room. 

l .,culty and student,; made m my 

ug '" lion for 1mprmement , nd 

compromises in regards to the rela
tionship between c,tudcnts, faculty, 
and staff. Adam Kiklull~ Class of 2016 

representatiw, proposed a separate 
meeting where studenb could br.1in
storm ideas to change policies, ,m<l 
there were many suggestions for a 
potluck dinner or ,1 get-together with 
the new Public Safrty officers. '!his 
would allow students lo gd to know 
the pt·ople who are there to protect 
them ,rnd create a stronge1 rel,,tion

ship bl'twt·en the two parties, which is 
crucial to the overall s,ifety and · tb

faction of both ~tudents and offi ·rs. 

'The meeting cnnclud with • 
sense of accomplishment. Stud 11 ,, 

for the most part, felt they were given 
the opportunity th-.:y dcs<:rve to ar 
tkulate their t;oncern ,ind opmions 
on their school's pnlicie . !•acuity ,rnd 
staff wen.· allowed the same privilege, 
,md hopefully this equal ~t,1n<lpoint 
will lead to a dccrca c m ten ion. 
h1culty ,rnd students h,1\e to \\Or 

together, or no improvement \\111 b' 
madt•. Or, .is Dean Williams conclud 
L'd, "We h,t\ C to me t in the middle.'" 

Wheaton College Class of 2017 hosts 
first open talent showcase at the Loft 
BY MONICA 
VENDITUOLI '15 
WEB EDITOR 

B
y 10:05 p.m. on fcb. 6, 

the Loft had to close 
its doors due lo over

capacity and the door stayed 
closed for that reason until 
a little after midnight. While 
the Loft may have closed its 
doors, Wheaton's first ever 
Live at the Loft Talent Show 
opened the eyes of students 
to all the talent hiding at 
Wheaton. 

There were 12 acts to
tal. rangmg from singing, to 
dancing, to karate, to guitar 
playing. Instead of making 
the 1:vent ,1 contest, cwr} one 
performed for fun. 

1 esly Kohen '17, a 'l,1lcnt 
Show part1C1pant who sang 
for her act, was very happy 

about the format of the Tal

ent Show. 
"I loved that it wasn't a 

competition, but a friendly 
talent how, so everybody 
could do whatever they want
ed to do. It was nice to be on 
stage at the Loft. It wa1> really 
crowded, that made me really 
excited. But I guess that's the 
beauty of sharing your talent 
and being on stage" she . <l 

The Talent Show was run 
by the 2017 Class Council, 
which wnsists of President 
Sam Evans '17, VJCe Presi
dent Laura McIntyre '17, 

Secretary Sam Hickson '17, 

Treasurer Allie Taylor '17 

and Student Representative 
Kelly l.udcw '17. 'I hey wen: 
in charge of recruiting people 
lo perform as well as securing 
the spac:c. Evans also served 
as the MC of the event. 

'faylor's favorite part was 
the huge crowd size. ''We 
were all [on the 2017 Class 
Council] a little afraid at first 
that not too many people 
would how up, but once we 
saw the line out the door, we 
all became pretty relieved. 
And it was great to sec ev
eryone in the audience react 
lo each act in a pos1t1ve way," 
she said. 

Like other Live at the Loft 
Thursday events, there was 
free pizza, which is always a 
draw, but the attendance far 
exceeded your normal eve
ning. At the end of the night, 
m,lll} students expressed 
hope that the talent show 
would become an annual oc
currence at \Vhcaton. 
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14 reasons why BuzzFeed is polluting journalism 
BY KATE BARTEL '17 
WIRE STAFF 

Had the above headline been a link on your 
Facebook newsfeed, a simple click would 
direct you to a witty sequence of Leslie 

!<nope and Beyonce memes. Because of this, 1'11 let 
you know in advance: I do not have a fierce picture 
of Queen B anywhere in this article. Nor do l have 
a bulleted list of 14 Reasons Why BuzzFeed Is Pol
luting Journalism. Sorry to disappoint. 

The big issue with websites like BuzzFeed, Elite 
Daily and The Huffington Post is that the major
ity of their po ts are nothing but oversimplified, 

lines. Additionally, both sites have been accused 
of incidents of faulty journalism, mixing up facts 
and making false accusations. Such is the case of 
Matthew Inman, creator of the popular\ eb comic, 
The Oatmeal, whom a BuzzFeed writer claimed 
had made an insensitive and ethically controversial 
joke in one of his comics. Inman rebutted the false 
claim and BuzzFeed later issued an apology. 

It's no coincidence that the website's "news" ar
ticles are not nearly as accessible as th ir bestsell
ing listicles on the front feed BuzzFeed's po ts on 
global and political issues are located under tabs 
entitled WTF and OMG, supposedly geared to
wards making the site easier to navigate. This isn't 

scroll-friendly lists-something known to our COURTESY OF soc1ALTtMEs.coM 2005; we aren't an audience of twelve year-olds in 
an AIM chat room. And i n't it just a bit offensive 
that the tragic death of actor Philip Seymour Hoff
man is filed under a tab called WI ? 

generation as the "listicle:· Anyone who doesn't still This "ListiC/ock" shows how Jistcles are taking over the web. 
have dial-up internet knows what I'm talking about. 
The listicle craze has taken over, with headlines like 
"17 Insanely Clever Ways To Use Your iPhone" and "20 
Awesome Things You Didn't Know About The Walking 
Dead'' littering Facebook feeds everywhere. 

1bere's nothing wrong with a bit of light reading, 
Which these sites are known for, but our generation is 
beginning to post and share purely pop culture articles 
like these on social media as though the information 
being conveyed is real, credible journalism. The truth 
of the matter is that they aren't credible journali m. As 
college students, we should know to do our research 
(haven't we all learned this from the endless library ses
sions required for First-Year Seminar?). 

Posts by BuzzFeed and ViralNova are written by 
members of our generation, therefore they understand 
what we want to read. TI1ey know how to attract our 
attention with relatable headline and seemingly clever 
text acronyms. They know that Facebook is the hub of 
any and all late-night procrastination, and they know 

we can't resist clicking "27 Signs You've Found the Per
fect Roommate" or "Which 90's Nickelodeon TV how 
Are You?" They know that we'll post the best friend lis
tide on our be t friend's wall, and that we are more than 
satisfied with the thread being memes exclusively from 
Mean Girls. It's not critical analysis. It's not fact-based 
journali m. It's a tream of pictures that move. 

Since the very beginning of media and television, ad
vertisers have bent over backwards trying to come up 
with marketing ploys and tactics to entice us: the con
sumers. The plethora of listicles and celebrity scandals 
on social media only goes to show that they are suc
ceeding. As consumers, it's our job to filter through the 
sensationalism and choo e to retain what actually mat-

ters. 
I'll admit that with a selective eye, one can find a few 

articles on BuzzFeed or The Huffington Post that can 
be considered (just barely) newsworthy, but they are 
almost immediately lo t in a sea of shock-factor head-

As youth in pursuit of higher education, we are well 
aware of the fact that reading improves overall literacy 
skills. While sites like BuzzFeed offer a nice study break 
from the countless pages of Freud and artre we are as
signed to read each semester, we need to acknO\ ledge 
that this is junk food reading. Sure, we can indulge in 
pictures of Obama taking a selfie every once in a, hile, 
but the thing to keep in mind is that these are mer ly 
indulgences. 

While quality journalism may take a bit more brain
power to digest, we have a generational responsibility 
to make ourselves aware of the complex world around 
us, as we are soon to inherit its complications. These 
aren't the types of issues that can be organized into a list 
of twerking Miley memes and filed under the LOL tab. 
They will not be simplified for our easy-reading plea-
ure. It's time to stop feeding into the buzz, and start 

making the news ourselvc . 

You KNow HE's RIGHT: When good politicians go bad 
BY BRIAN JENCUNAS '14 
CQpy EDITOR 

Eight years ago, 
Ray Nagin was 
the popular 

mayor of New Or
leans who rallied the 
city after Hurricane 
Katrina's devastation. 

ow, Nagm is headed 
to _federal prison after 
a jury convicted him 
on 20 charges of cor
rttption. He accepted at least $200,000 from contractors 
who wanted the lucrative post Katrina rebuilding con 
tracts. Nagm's sentence could be as long as 20 years, and 
though $200,000 is not a meager sum, neither is it worth 

a long jail sentence. 
A similar story is playing out in Virginia, where ex

Governor Bob t,.tcDonnell has gone from being a poten
tial presidential candid,1te to .1 like!)' prison inmate. He 
and Ins wife were recently indicted for accepting luxuri
ous gifts and over $120,000 from a campaign donor who 

also did business with the state. 111e McDonnell's bribes 
can be neatly divided by gender stereotypes. The First 
Lady wanted an O car de la Renta dress, while the Gover
nor wanted new golf clubs and tickets lo sporting events. 

Public corruption is nothing new, and it's far les ram
pant since the glory days of Boss 1\veed and Tammany 
Hall. America today has strict ethics laws and harsh pen
alties for those who break them. Yet, like clockwork, ev
ery few months there is another story of a politician who 
tried to cash in on elected office. Sometimes the charges 
were a surprise, like with Governor McDonnell, whose 
sincere religiosity and clean record made even his critics 
think he was a paragon of ethics. Other times, the only 
surprise is that the charge didn't come sooner, like with 
Jllinois' Rod Blagojevich, who was widely considered cor 
rupt c en before his indictment for tqring to sell a vacant 
Senate scat. 

For politicians who aren't independent))' wealthy, see
ing the lifestyles enjoyed by donors can cause bitter envy. 

· 'lhe McDonnell certain!, fofi ,ictim to their insecurities, 
entering the governor's man ion deeply in debt but refus
ing to compromise the life tyle they felt a public figure 
should lead. Ray agin gave up a job a a cable company 
executive and didn't enjoy the financial limits his lower 

salary cau ed. 'Ihese politicians usually don't feel they're 
doing anything wrong, ju t living the life an impor;ant 
person ought to live. 

Other elected officials steal because pettiness is just -
part of who they are. By the time he was Senate Major
ity Leader, Lyndon Johnson had amassed a multi-million 
dollar fortune through rigged real estate deals and own
ing a lucrative radio station. Yet Johnson continued to 
shakedown business people for big gifts like farmland, 
and small gifts like a new coat. Extracting tribute wa~ ju t 

like manipulating other politicians - akin to breathing for 
the venal yet brilliant LBJ. 

Politician steal for different reasons, but the same 
traits that lead lhl·m to run for high office let them think 
they can get away, ith their crimes. lost high-levd poli
ticians arc proven winners with big egos, and assume they 
can pull olT an dfective crime ju t as easily as an elfectiY~ 
campaign. Some even manage to get a\\ ay with it, like 
San Fr,mcisco's Willie Brown. famous for wearing 6000 
suits and dri,ing Ju: urr cars on a mayor's salary. But for 
every Willie Brown enjoying retirement and a gig as an 
MS1 BC contributor, there are dozens of ex-politicians 
eating bad tood in federal prison and asking thcmselve~: 
"Was it worth it?" 
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FAW encourages students 
on Va entine's Day: 

Love yourself! 

BY LAINE VITKEVICH '17 
FOR THE WIRE 

Valentine' Day can be an easy time of year to que tion our lives, 
in terms of present and future relationships, social standing and 
generally what we think of ourselves. Self-doubt can be in the air 

as often as amorous thoughts are. 1he dreaded question, "Do you have 
plans for Valentine's Day?" hangs heavy for those with and without sig
nificant others. The Day easily pres ures us to be devoted, committed and 
content in romantic and platonic relationships, and in life. 

The weeks leading up to The Day are also the catalyst of stre s for 
many students just getting back into their routines after five and a half 
week of break. Add in the freaki hly cold weather we've been plagued 
with, and you have a fine recipe for an unintentional bout of self-neglect. 

In response to these annual feelings that we've all experienced at one 
time or another, the Feminist As ociation of Wheaton (FAW) hosted an 
event that specifically promote elf-care and self-appreciation, and that 
serves as a reminder to take care of the most important person in every
one's lives: ourselv s! The e,ent, entitled "Be Your Own Valentine;' took 
place on Thursday, Feb. 13, the day before Valentine's Day, in the Balfour
Hood Atrium from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Since the start of planning this past September, the event's co-spon
sors collaborated in bringing their groups tog ther through an array of 
self-love themed activitie . The Distinguished Women of Color Collec
tive (DWOCC) and the Marshall C nter contributed a selfie appreciation 
table, and the Alliance conrributed a compliment wall. Emerson House 
gave love notes to your body part , and The Vagina Monologues con
tributed goody bags. Others activities include self-care scheduling and 
planning a "me-date." 

This is not the first time such events have been hosted at Wheaton. 
Last year, DWOCC dedicated a whole week to self-love. However, this 
is the first time that FAW has planned a similarly founded event. Caitlin 
Hawkins '14, president of FAW, emphasized the significance of self-love 
and confidence. "It's important to remember that the longest relationship 
we have is with ourselves, and allowing ourselves time for self-care and 
appreciation is crucial for personal happiness and growth" she said. 

The barrage of endless worry about classes and relationships this time 
of year can cause issues with mental health and personal happiness. FAW 
hopes that the confidence-building and self-loving activities offered will 
help students take better care of them elves throughout this stressful 
time of year, and in their own personal lives in general. 

Satisfaction with life stem. from per onal happines and a healthy 
outlook, which is why being confident and self-loving can be some of the 
most positive influences on a wholesome anJ fulfilling life tyle. Remem
bering that you are jmt as important as~ ny tressful grades or relation
ships in your life is the key to staying p,>sitive and living well. 

FEATURES 

A retrospective on the 2014 

Sophoinore Syniposiun1 

COURTESY OF WHEATONCOLLEGE.EDU 
Students and presenters mingle at a workshop offered by the Sophomore Symposium. 

BY TAYLOR MATOOK '16 
FOR THE WIRE 

I
t is very unusual to see the campus crawling 
with students at 9:30 a,m. on a Saturday morn
ing. lt is even more unusual to see these stu

dents sharply dressed in business attire. However, 
thi was no ordinary day, but that of the Sophomore 
Symposium for the Class of 2016. 

Dean of Advising and Academic Success Alex 
Vasquez said, "Sophomore Symposium is all about 
making sure we engage sophomores in the kinds of 
thinking, planning, and decision making that they 
feel is valuable in this year:• 

Dean Vasquez co-chaired the event with Associ
ate Dean of the Filene Center for Academic Advis
ing and Career Services and Dean of the Class of 
2016 Denyse Wilhelm. Together they created a team 
whose mission was "engaging the students with the 
institution, with each other, and with the challenges 
and opportunities in front of them:' 

As students filed into Weber Theatre, they began 
their journey. 

This year's plenary speaker, Jessica Bruce '87, a 
corporate vice president responsible for global hu
man resources and trategic execution for the Asso
ciated Pre , filled the theatre with laughter, excite
ment and great advice. Dean Vasquez commented 
that Bruce was such a wonderful plenary speaker to 
have not only because of her dedicated involvement 
with the campus, but also because she credits her 
success to her Wheaton education. 

After a humor-filled speech, it was time for the 
workshops. One workshop, entitled "The Writing 
Life: Journalism, Media, & Professional Writing" 
was presented by Professor Bill Kole, Ted Nesi '07 
and Julie Bogen '14. It was useful for the students 
to hear not only from a very talented profcs or but 
ak, from ,1 Wheaton student who had been sitting 
,11 Sr.phomcre Symp~ 1um only a cquple years prior. 

A great number of alumni, faculty and students 

offered their expertise in a wide array of workshops. 
Dean Vasquez explained that there are three cat go
rie of workshops. The first is the "Staple-S", or those 
that arc necessary each year. The econd her called 
the "Rotators;• or those which periodically reoccur 
over the years. And the third set was the "Experi
mentals': which are new workshops that reflect new 
majors or interests at Wheaton. 

One of the last workshops of the day was, "Get 
Yourself out There: Building Your Network and 
Your Brand," given by Meredith Pepin, an assistant 
director in the Filene Center, and Sara Nausch 'J J. 
Together, the two women presented on how stu
dents can stand out in the job market by using tools 
such as Linkedln to promote and network them
selves to potential employers. Nausch is an example 
of a Wheaton success story, as she was offered a job 
right out of college as an associate at K-2 Partnering 
Solutions in Boston, an international recruitment 
firm. 

Her presentation was memorable, especially 
when she stressed that students should be conscious 
about how they present themselves on social me
dia. One of h r tips was to tell students to Google 
thems Ives, to see what type of information comes 
up and make sure the content is appropriate for the 
professional world. 

'lhis year, social media was a essential to the 
success of the symposium. Dean Vasquez said that 
Dean Wilhelm was a big supporter of using social 
media as a way to make this event more visible and 
accessible to students. With the use of Twitter, Face
book and the new hashtag (#SophSym2014), the 
event was promoted ju t enough to strike a balance 
between knowing what to expect and still being sur
prised. 

D an Vasquez wanted to remind students that 
"the spring goes very quickly:' He empha ized 
the importance of finding balance, and following 
through with future plans. Because before we know 
it, the future will be the pre ent. 

Sex and the Dimple: Why aren't the Olympics one big orgy? 
BY CASEY HESS '16 
FOR THE WIRE 

What do you do for good luck? People often 
carry around charms or talisman , and pro
fe .. ional athletes arc known to go through 

elaborate pre-game ritu,1ls. For many, an easy way to blow 
off team and en ure they have a bit of extra luck is with 
some good ole' hanky panky. 

That's right, studies have found that having se • relieves 
stress and anxiety, and also releases stimuJating hormones 
such as oxytocin and endorphins. In one study, re earch-

ers found that having sex daily tor two weeks led to cell 
growth in the hippocampus which is the part of the brain 
that regulates stress. It is not astonishing that many ath
letes find sex to be a good way to work off excess energy 
and prepare for an t:vent or game that is cau<;ing them 
great anxiety. While this may be astonishing to some, col
legiate athletics aren't the only place where athletes use sex 
to let loose. 

Taking this idea further, the Olympic Games are a place 
where 7,000 athletes in peak physical condition are cor
ralled together in dose living spacer, while waiting to com
pete. Let me repeat, peak physical condition . 

• 

It's no secret that athletes need a conduit to relieve the 
stress they are experiencing from the Games. Sex seems 
like most obvious option; everyone looks great and the 
fact that there are numerous countries to choose from 
leads to a no-strings-attached experience. For some, the 
idea of "getting lucky" in the village could lead to getting 
lucky in the Games and winning a medal. It ~eems to be a 
win-win situation for everyone. 

All in all, whether you are a collegiate athlete hooking 
up on your home field or an Olympic athlete living it up in 
the village, sex seems to hold all the answers. Sex and an 
Olympic gold medal-- who wouldn't want that? 
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Aiello's Inner and Outer Space exhibit merges art and science 
BY ANNIE CAMPBELL '16 
FOR THE WIRE 

Starting on Jan. 20 and continuing until Feb. 26, the clean, bright, minimal Beard and 
Weil Galleries in Watson Fine Arts will be crawling with microbes. 

The galleries' current exhibition, entitled Inner and Outer Space, is an exploration 
of the human desire to magnify that which we are too large to see, and to touch that which 
we are too small to reach. While the exhibition's name implies duality between the two con
cepts, much of the art instead shows how similar the incredibly small can be to the incompa
rably large. Monica Aiello's enormous, three-paneled 2012 acrylic-and-fiber piece, entitled 
Prometheus and Ionian Garden, at first glance strongly evokes the image of microbes, with 
its diverse wobbly shapes, complete with nuclei, floating in a multicolored two-dimensional 
plane. A quick look at the Denver artist's bio in the exhibition's pamphlet, however, reveals 
that he has consulted with scientists from NASA as a part of her work and that in fact her 
Prometheus, as well as her Many Faces of Pele serie which continues in the same vein, are 
meant to "interpret the geomorphology of the planets and moons within our Solar System." 

While not every piece in the exhibition blurs the lines between the spaces as much as Ai
ello's works do, they all fuse two other normally dual concepts - poetry and science. Aiello's 

ANNIE CAMPBELL '16 /FOR THE WIRE 

A featured piece in Aielfo's exhibit, Inner and Outer Space. 

husband, Tyler Aiello, celebrates the perfection in nature with his sculptures of radial struc
tures, while Constance Jacobson's print , part of her Almost Biology serie , depict artificial 
and yet thoroughly convincing microorganisms of every color and creed. 

Other pieces tend towards the darker side of humanity's relationship with scientific di -
covery. Andrew Lloyd Goodman's Umbra, an interactive audio-visual installation, pl~ys au
dio from the J 955 Disneyland episode, Man in Space, over footage from WWJl of bodies be
ing carried from the wreckage. Cassandra Klos's photography series entitled The Abductccs 
uses a mixture of archival documentation and photographic recreation to tell the story of a 

ANNIE CAMPBELL '16 /FOR THE WIRE 

A piece that reflects on microorganisms in Inner and Outer Space. 

1960 couple trying to come to terms with their experience sighting what they believed to 
be a UFO. These two pieces are also the only ones that directly depict human interaction 
with the infinite. 

Despite the lack of human imagery and iconography in the rest of the exhibition, how
ever, a strong current of humanity thrums deeply in every piece. lare Prober ' 16, viewing 
the pieces through the Jen of a major in philosophy and a minor in hemi try," a drawn 
particularly to Jacobson's Cy tosymbio is. She began explaining the evolutionary cience 
behind the piece as she saw it - how microorganisms which had on e operated entirely 
separately had, for reasons both organic and unknowable, begun operating together inside 
of cells, forming symbiotic relation hips and resulting eventually in things like dige tive 
enzyme , the sorts of things which make it possible for multi -cellular life to exist. 

"That' what we are," Prober said, pointing to the print. "That's what all living things are." 
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Monica Aiello, Many Faces of Pele 4, 2010, acrylic, ink, fiber, paper on panel. 

Weekly Playlist: Albums of the Week 
BY JENNA DESTEPH '17 / FOR THE WIRE 
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NFL is expected to have its first openly gay player 
BY THOMAS HOLMES '17 
FOR THE WIRE 

0 
n Feb. 9, lis ouri defensive end 
and FL prospect Michael Sam 
came out as gay in an interview 

with ESP . Standing at 6 feet 2 inches tall 
and 255 pounds, Sam is poised to become 
the first openly gay player to play in the NFL. 
Amid t all the controversy over the Olym
pics and Russia's anti-gay policies, this came 
as a bombshell. 

lt was, to say the least, unexpected. For 
some time now there has been an expecta
tion that an openly gay athlete would emerge 
in om: of the big four of North American 
profi ·sional team sport (NFL, MLB, NHL, 
NBA), but the NFL was all but a shoe in for 
the distinction of being the last league any
one expected to haw an openly gay athlete. 

In an interview with the , FL network on 
the day of the Super Bowl, Saint · linebacker 
Jonathan Vilma seemed to perpetuate the 
image that the NFL would not be wholly ac
cepting of a gar player: "Imagine 1f he's the 
guy next to me, and you know, I get dressed, 
naked, taking a shower, the whole nine, and 
it just o happen he look at me, how am I 
supposed to respond?" 

Vilma's fear proved not to be an isolated 
opinion as an Anonymous NFL insider re
ported to Sports Illustrated that Sam's an
nouncement likely lowered his draft stock, 
implying that he could be a di traction in 
the locker room and with the media. Sam re-

portedly was an early 3rd to 5th round pick 
before he came out, and now experts are sug
gesting that he is closer to a 4th or 5th round 

pick. 
Former NFL Head Coach Herm Edwards 

furthered this statement by saying that Sam 
is, "bringing baggage into your locker room" 
and that teams have to ask themselves, "Can 
we handle thi guy?' Can we handle the me
dia that's gonna come along with this situa
tion?" 

Edwards' statements led free agent re
ceiver Donte' Stallworth to post on Twitter, 
"If the NFL can't 'handle the media coverage' 
of drafting Sam, then your team is already a 
loser on the field:' Likewise, the ew York 
Giants, Cleveland Browns, ew England 
Patriots, Philadelphia Eagles, and Green Bay 
Packers all openly stated that they would 
have no issue drafting Sam. 

1he idea that his sexuality will be a dis
traction in the locker room is something 
Sam is going to have to deal with whether it's 
right or wrong. He's entering his rookie ca
son with a target on his back in an environ
ment that has had problems in the past with 
hazing. 1he satirical news source, 11,e Onion, 
picked up on this, publi bing an article with 
the headline, "Michael Sam Hoping Sexual
ity Won't Be Issue In Locker Room Full Of 
Testosterone-Fueled Former High School 
Bullies:• 

Sam has likely opened himself up to ha
rassment, but you don't get to the NFL if 
you're soft. Sam has already endured plenty 
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Missouri's Michael Sam, the SEC Defensive Player of the Year. 

of adversity. In an interview with ESPN he 
said, "I endured so much in my past: see
ing my older brother killed from a gun hot 
wound, not knowing that my olde t sister 
died when she was a baby and I never got 
the chance to meet her. My second oldest 
brother went missing in 1998, and me and 
my little sister were the last ones to sec him ... 
My other two brothers have been in and out 
of jail since 8th grade, currently both in jail:' 

Sam privately came out to his college 

team, University of Missouri, his enior 
year and went on to pick up the team's MVP 
award along with the honor of being the SEC 
co-Defensive player of the year. Missouri 
itself ended a 12-2 season as the Number 5 
team in the nation. Sam certainly wasn't a 
distraction for his teammates there. 

The 2014 NFL draft will be held the sec
ond week of May. Michael Sam is ready to 
play in the NFL. Is the NFL, its players, and 
its fans ready to accept Michael Sam? 

REc 
Wheaton Women's Ice Hockey hits the ice in 2014 

Men's Basketball 
2/12. W 91-70 vs. Clark 
2/15 L 58•72 vs. MIT 

Women's BasJu!tball 
2/12 W 6 .57 IT 
2/15 L 63 68 Bab on 

UPCO 11 G G u-:s 

Men's Basketball 
2/19 t\: WPI 7:30pn 

Women's Bask b II 
2/19 I y 7pm 

M n's & Women's Track and 
Field Division Ill New England 
Championships 
2/21 Sprmm d 

BY STEPHEN ANGELO 
DIRECTOR OF CLUB SPORTS 

A
s the Wheaton Women's 
ice hockey team dropped 
the puck for their most 

recent game, they accomplished a 

feat that no other Wheaton wom
en's ice hockey side has done in 
recent years. It was the first time 
in team history that the women's 
ice hockey program has hosted a 

game at their home rink in Rayn
ham, MA. lhis accomplishment 
did not come without a lot of hard 
work, but could prove to be a piv
otal event in the club's history. 

At the beginning of the school 
year, the women's ice hockey pro
gram was going through a re
building process. With no orga
nized team leader and no ice time 
reserved, the chances of the team 
playing games during the 2013-
2014 school year looked bleak. As 
the first semes,t!r came to a close, 
hockey enthusiasts began to meet 
and formed a united group. Tracy 
McCann, a junior at Wheaton, 
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Wheaton Women's tee Hockey team all geared up. 

who had played in previous years, 
led this group of women student
athletes. With McCann at the 
helm, the team scheduled prac
tices and the team' first official 
home game. 

The game itself was a high 
scoring affair. With players flying 

up and down the ice, the crowd 
at the Iceplex was on the edge 
of their scats during the entire 
contest. Several players shined 
throughout the game but Sarah 
McNichola , who notched a hat
trick, was a force to be reckoned 
with. Though the game ended in a 

loss for the Lyons, the experience 
and accomplishment of hosting 
the game easily outweighed the 
outcome on the ice. 

When asked about the impor
tance of hosting the team's inau
gural home game, club president 
Tracy McCann stated, "lt was 
a great feeling to host our first 
game. This program has a lot of 
potential to grow and this was 
definitely a step in the right direc
tion." 

J losting their first game seems 
to be the first of many goals for 
the women's program. In terms of 
future plans for the club, McCann 
believes, "'lhe possibilities and 
opportunities for this team arc 
endle s. We're looking forward to 
doing some fundraising activities 
to make all of this possible in the 
upcoming spring and fall." 

Future contests for the team 
are yet to be announced. With 
several endeavors in the plan for 
this semester and next year, the 
future looks bright for women's 
ice hockey at Wheaton. 


